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_  Chat*  L 

rT^H£  Apoftle  Patti  prefaces  this  epjfile  with 
X  an  ajjerim  of  lw  apoftotic  aushriiy ;  a 
filutat an  if  the  church  at  Corihth;  and  a 
congratulation  on  account  of  their  eowverfi *m% 
and  i&erifisbeftowcd  open  them,  j£j- 

betit  tom  to  brotherly  kve,  and  reproves 
them  for  the  dnrtfiens  t ohicb  be  had  heard 
were  among  them,  t  i,—i  d*  AJferts  and  mV 
ditatet  the  definite  of  a  erndfed  Saviour,  and 
bit  Mra  plain  way  of preacaiitg  if,  at  a  fun¬ 
damental  article  of  the  Cbriman  frith,  and 
at  admirably  calculated  to  advance f  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  Cod r  and  bumble  the  creature  bepre 
6mp  p.  3. 

Chip  17. 

The  apaftk  procetdi  to  remind  the  Corinthians  of 
the  plain  manner  in  vrh&b  be'  preached  a 
trudfied  Chrift  to  them,  1  *— f+  Sbrats  the 
excellent  wifdom  contained  in  tbit  definite, 
d,— P-  And  that  it  cannot  he  duly  known 
and  received*  but  by  the  tight  and  influence  of 
the  Hafy  Spirit,  10, — itf.  p-iS- 

Chap*  Ilf. 

Toe  ape  file  reproves  the  Corinthians  fir  their 
carnality  and  contentions  about  vumfteri, 
1,^-4,  Shews  that  alt  the  true  fcrvanti  of 
Chrift  can  indeed  do  nttfbwg  effectually  wifh- 
out  hzfn\  that  they  preach  fiw  as  the  only 
foundation,  and  every  one  Jboald  take  heed  to 
what  be  builds,  on  tins  fotmda tfflji,  5, 

That  the  churches  of  Chrift  aught  to  he  kept 
pure t  ns  they  ore  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Goof,  if,  17,  That  it  becomes  them  to  he 
bumble  i*  their  opinion  of  themfehes,  1  Br¬ 
io,  And  that  they  fiottld  not  glory  in  mat 3 
heeanfe,  through  Chrift,  tritnfttrs  and  all 
thing f  effe  ore  theirs,  11  *—**3*  p,  aj. 

Chap,  IV, 

Th  apoftle  fates  the  true  cban&tr*  and  the 
tJL’tm  that  ought  to  be  bad  of gofpet-ntimfters, 
vtbo  tnajl  fond  or  fall,  net  by  man's,  bat  by 
Gifs  own  judgment  concerning  them,  i,«— 
6*  Camions  the  Corinthians  again}!  priding 
fiemfelves  in  what  they  had' received*  and  a- 
gairj r  defpijhj  bint  and  Ail  felfovr-fervautx 
on  occvont  of  their  ignorntriouf  treatment 
from  the  world,  7,-1 5,  Claims  their  rt> 
gords  to  himfilf,  as  their  fpiritaal  father  in 
Chrifi,  14,-14*  And  fievrt  bis  great  con- 
tern  fir  them,  in  that  he  had  fens  Timothy  to 
them,  and  intended  bimfetf  to  Come  and  rec¬ 
tify  difirden  among  them,  xy, — iu  p-  38- 

C  h  a  r.  V. 

The  apoftle  blames  the  Corinthian  church  fir 


their  connivance  at  an  wceftneus  per} in;  and 
orders  them  to  cxcommvricatt  te it*  i, — * 
d*  Exhorts  Aem  to  forge  out  this,  emit* 
very  other  ojTwf,  7,8*;  end  £rtfit their  At- 
beineur  toward  church-members,  in  rifiiuBian 
from  the  aun  ef  /Jit  world  that  art  griisy 
fcanddm  crimes,  p*— *3.  P-  4* 

Chap.  Vt* 

The  affile  ean&mt  the  Corinthian t  ngrinft  go¬ 
ing  to  law  one  wdb  another,  e&onlly  in 
heathen  eourti,  Specifies  fiwerol 

grefs  fims  which  they  were  efeonjed  finm, 
which,  tested  and  £ed  it,  »cUr  from 
tbt  tixgdm  jf  God,  Ps—st*  defeats  bis 
caution  agrinft  uocieitmefo,  os  it  is  a  defile* 
menf  ana  an  abufe  of  that  bodies,  which  art 
the  weathers  of  drift,  and  temples  of  the 
Holy  <*foft,  and  are  punbqftd  for  God,  that, 
with  the  whole  mao,  they  nsigbt  glorify  him, 
11,-10*  p.  SS*  S«- 

Chip,  VIi: 

The  afofile  proceeds  to  anfwer  feveml  gmefibat 
that  had  been  fent  to  Hm  ;  and,  (egy nafag 
with  what  had  been  prapofed  about  marriage, 
he  Brews,  that  though  in  feme  cafes  it  noght 
be  heft  not  to  enter  into  that  fiate  \  yet,  as  it 
is  Gad's  ordinance  to  be  a  remedy  agrinft  fir* 
aiedku,  it  is  to  he  choftn  by  fuel  as  nave 
ftrong  profenfions  to  that  ft a,  **— -9*  That 
married  Chrifthns  jboald  mt  fiek  to  port  With 
tbtlr  unbelieving  con  forts,  one  being  fanBified 
bjthffitbfrtfirprefendng)be  fmdereri  bovnefi 
of  their  children,  to, — id.  That  perfins,  1# 
any  civil  ftation,  JhoM  ordinarily  be  fatisfiedta 
abide  irt  that  in  which  they  were  fir  ft  colled  to 
the  frith  of  Chrifi,  1 7^14.  That  it  was 
m oft  dcftraUe,  on  account  of  the  then  peri¬ 
lous  days,  fir  jingle  people  to  continue  fo^ 
unlefi  there  were  any  pregiag  reafons  to  the 
contrary ;  and  that  perfins  cf  all  ft ofiani 
ought  to  fit  foofe  from  every  thing  of  this 
franfttory  world,  as  far  as  'it  would  be  an 
hindrance  to  them  in  the  firrice  of  God,  is, 
— 31*  That  great  prudence  fiwrid  henfed 
the  JifpofiT  ef  virgins,  jtf, — a8.  J^d 
that  widows  fcould  be  very  cartful  bow  they 
marry  again,  and  tfpttially  that  it  ke  only  i» 
ibc  Lord,  39,— *40.  p,  6 $, 

Chap.  VUI. 

Tfe  apoftle,  in  anfwer  to  another  pnpefed  cafe, 
alfvft  neats  cfeecd  to  idols ,  fiewi  the  danger 
of  peoples  having  a  high  conceit  cf  their  awm 
knowledge,  1*— 3-  The  vanity  of  idols, 

and  the  unify  cf  the  Godhead,  in  eppefttion  to 
a  multiplicity  of  G*jd%,  4,-7.  And  the 
vdfifecj  of  ojfendittg  weak  brethren,  by  cat- 
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fng  things  offered  to  idols,  even  f up  pa- 
fing  that,  in  the  civil  vUwt  it  might 
be  lawful,  8>— 13,  pt  8l. 

Chap  IX. 

The  apt?  ft  le  vindicates  bis  anther  sty  againft 
theft}  who,  among  other  pretences,  made 
his  sat  receiving  tiraiuteuauce  aj  o%jcc- 
iion  againft  it,  l , — 3  Afferts  his  rig  ht 
f«  maintenance  from  the  reffan  of 
things,  from  the  Uw  of  Mofct,  ou  t 
the  appointment  of  Chrift,  Cr~i4* 
Tells  them  that  he  thought  it  hh  ghry 
to  have  wwJ  this  branch  of  kit  Chrift* 
taw  liberty  among  them,  rj, — 18-  And 
had  done  it,  for  the  he  nr  ft  of  others, 
in  fevtral  inf  Offers  he  ft  dr  this,  19*—* 
at  Andfievs  that  he  did  ail  this,  with 
toAitmoft  Cttre  end  diligence,  in  vie  vs 
ctf  an  incorruptible  crown,  and  therein 
fit  them  an  example,  24,-27.  p.  86w 

Chap.  X- 

The  cpoftle,  returning  to  his  argument 
about  things  of  err  d  to  idols,  remind/ 
the  Corinthians  of  the  great  privileges, 
moil  yet  terrible  overthrow  of  the  Ifra* 
elites  in  the  wilder  nefs,  t*— 5,  Cau- 
lions  them  again  ft  all  idolatrous,  and 
Other  JiftfuA  pradicts,  like  theirs,  left 
they  them/ elves,  mtvritbftanding  their 
gtfpt ^privileges,  jhotrtd  alfo  fall  under 
God's  fore  difpletfure,  6* — 12.  Com¬ 
forts  them  again  ft  temptations,  13. 
Shews  that  partaking,  in  a  religions 
x/ity,  of  things  offered  to  idols,  was  in- 
ton  ft  ft  cut  with  their  having  comma?;  ten 
VJtA  chrift  at  his  table,  14, — 22/  but 
allows  cf  eating  them,  as  tommost  fool 
fold  in  the  market,  or  at  a  civil  enter¬ 
tainment,  provided  it  be  with  a  Jingle 
eye  to  the  glory  of  God,  <  i;d  without 
offence  to  the  c onfeU nets  of  others,  25, 

—33*  p*  99* 

Chap,  XI. 

The  opaftls ,  after  ass  exhortation  to  follow 
bi/n,  and  a  commendation  af  the  church 
for  obferving  bis  forme  r  orders*  l,  2; 
proceeds  to  eenfure ,  and  cor re&  fame 
great  irregularities  among  them,  in 
worn eifs  f peaking  publicly  vjf/J  un  veil¬ 
ed  faces,  even  utider  their  prophetic 
it&pulfes,  £—16.  And,  in  contentious, 
fchifms f  and  dsfor  let  ly  celebrations  of 
the  LoriPs  Supper,  iy, — 22.  Asti,  to 
rectify  their  Jcandah  us  alttfes  of  thtd 
f  tend  ordinance,  he  rewinds  them  of 
the  nature  auddefigu  of  Us  in  ft  it  at  ion, 
aj  he  received  st  from  Chrift  him f elf , 
And  dirctfs  tbftn  how  to  at- 
tend  upon  it  it 1  a  due  maimer,  and  to 
avoid  the  tLutgtr  of  unworthily  recei¬ 
ver*  It*  37|— 3-k  p.  H3. 


TENTS. 

Chap.  XII.’ 

As  the  Co  risst Man-church  vs  os  greatly  en¬ 
riched  pt/itb  fpiritual  gifts,  and  turned 
them  into  oceaftens  of  ft  rife  and  envy, 
the  opoftle  coajiders  their  or;  gin  a  L  as 
from  God,  and  their  variety  and  ufe  for 
the  propagation  of  the  gofpih  on  1  edijt* 
ration  of  the  church,  i> — [  1.  Ilia  fir  at  rs 
th'S  by  as  dllufton  to  the  human  hoJ%%  /« 
wb'th  every  member  has  irs  pi  see  and 
to  ft,  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  13,— * 
26.  Applies  it  to  the  church  of  Chrift 
■which  ft  his  holy,  jj:J  to  the  gfts  of  e* 
very  particular  member,  which  are  to  be 
exerefed  for  the  advantage  of  oil  the 
reft *  3 1, — 3^  And  clefs  with  an  t  ri 
ha^LUiou  to  feek  after  foutethlng  ftill 
more  excellent,  31.  y.  127* 

Chap-  XHI* 

The  apoftte  Jbews  the  neerfftty  and  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  grace  of  love ,  without 
vtoieb  all  fpiritual  gifts,  all  external 
a6ts  of  libcrafity,  and  even  courage  for 
martyrdom  st feif  will  not  pro  Jit  us,  f, 
•  **3,  And  hr  reprefents  its  excellency, 
hy  its  properties  and  effe/h,  4.-7*  &J 
itj  abiding,  after  all  gifts  for  edifice 
ttoo  Jhall  ceafe,  and  by  its  preference  to 

■  faith  and  hope,  8,— X  3.  p.  13^ 

Chap-  XIV. 

The  ap  oft  le  reco  mm  e  fids  fa  ch  fpsritu  at 
gifts  as  are  fulled  fd  anfiver  the  purpo¬ 
ses  of  C briftian  lone  for  the  edification 
of  others,  and  prefers  prophecy  to  the 
gift  of  tongues,  i, — 5.  Jib  ft  rates  the 
uapro ftta.b}t fiefs  of  barely  fpeahing  in 
unknown  languages,  vAthout  interpreting 
them,  by  fever etl  co/xparifans,  — 12. 

Exhorts  to  dfi  intcll  gent  fort  of  w&r- 
jbip,  that  may  he  profitable  to  others , 
as  well  as  g u rf elves,  13* — Shews 
tie  proper  ufc  of  the  gft  of  tongues, 
-and  the  greater  ashen  tag  e  cf  ptopheffug, 
21 — 25.  Reprieves  d**A  regulates  various 
d feeders,  which  arofe  in  religious  a  Jem* 
Hies,  from  a  Vjji«  oftentsUon  of  gifts, 
25, — 33*  And  from  wouun's  fpesMug 
in  the  church,  34» — 4^*  y- 

Chap.  XV. 

The  opoftle  proves  the  refurreflion  of 
Chrtft  from  the  dead,  1,— 1 1  *  Takes  ar- 
cofton  f tons  thence  1 0  confute  tbof e 
that  denied  the  refine ifc* n  of  the  bod*, 
X2t — 19.  Eft ahl* fits  the  doltnneof  the 
rejurretfton  of  be  fivers  1 0  eternal  If c 
hj  various  arguments,  20,-34'  An- 
fwers  objections  drain  ft  it,  and  fiows 
the  vafl  change  that  will  he  then  mode 
in  the  qualities  af  their  vfen  bodies,  Jj; 
—jo*  pjf covers  the  sujftcry  cf  the  hks 

tbangt 


change  that  will  he  then  made  on  thofe 
wSd  fall  fo  living  at  CbrifFs  ft  tend  ea¬ 
rn  it*— J4-  Sets  fatth  the  bc&vtrs 
triumph  over  death  and  the  grave,  5  j, — 
57>  Aai  chfas  the  argttmt ot  with  an 
ex hartatbn  and  emoftrtigemetit  to  'all 
diligence  in  the  f&vice  the  Lord,  58* 

p.  l6l. 

C  H  A  P.  XVI. 

The  apafile  gives  orders  to  the  church  d~ 
lout  9  collet! fa  a  fa  the  foot  faints  at 
ferufaltm,  i,— 4-  Mentions  hii  dcftgn 


of  nuking  them  a  vifit,  % — 9-  Recom¬ 
mend  j  Timothy  to  th-rmt  and  e  net  ware* 
their  hopes  of  feeing  Afoilos  in  owe 
time,  ic, — 1 3.  A'-ri barts  them  to  watch- 
f ulnefx  and  jlcdfajimfs  in  faith  and 
love,  and  to  faw  Ei  becoming  rtfpctl  to 
Stephanas  and  hh  family  a?ri  to  all  hit 
fe UeTu-hho users,  1 3* —  1 8-  S*uds  Chrijt * 
iars-fifat+tions  ft  am  Mmfclf  and  others  \ 

and  cone  index  with  sz  foUmn  admomtiorr^ 

bened.tiion*  and  off  strict  fif  his  ot* 
dove  to  them,  19^2^  p,  iSA* 


The  Co  stents  of  the  Second  EpifUe  to  the  COR  l  NTH  IANS. 


CUM-  I. 

HE  apofilc  intro  duces  this  e  pi  file  to 
the  Cariuthiitt  church)  os  be.  did  the 
former ,  noth  an  ajf^rtiav  of  k!i  apofo* 
It  *jfieet  and  a  falut stion,  1,-2.  Micf* 
fa  Cod  for  comforting  hiss  in,  and  dc* 
levering  him  oat  of,  hh  tribulations  ; 
and  turns  Air  own  experience  into  an  4r- 
gxmettt  far  the  encouragement  of  others 
under  their  troubles,  — 1 1*  Proftjfet 
hh  ovsn  and  his  fell#to~hbo$rert  integri¬ 
ty,  Ut— 14_  Affigsts  the  pnrtcrpA  rea- 
/on  of  hh  not  coming  to  them  fa  faan 
as  might  have  Been  expelled  fror/t  what 
he  had  fttid  in  his  former  letter  ;  and  fo 
vindicates  hmfelf  from  the  charge  of 
nCo-aftiineg  cu  that  account,  15,-24* 
P*  I'A  ‘97* 

Chat.  H. 

Th*  JpofiU  pracccih  to  .1  farther  gwtXi/t 
of  the  rcafas  of  his  vet  coming  to  the 
Corinthians,  I,  ■  4,  Give*  them  direr.- 
tlov j  atont  rejionng  the  inccfi  icons  per- 
Jon  to  his  place  in  the  church ,  5,— 1 1. 
And  aefu-iuts  them  w lib  hh  own  L - 
hours,  facefs,  and  jo*?,  hi  fpveA fag 
the  pure  gzfasl  of  Ghn/t  ;i:  fever  ol  ph- 
ces,  J3a— 17.  p.  2^J. 

Chap,  3 It. 

The  tspofife  appeals  to  the  Corinthians 
far  the  goat  cjfrtU  of  hh  'wimjrry 
upon  thtui,  the  ghrj  of  which  a- 
ftri&es  entirely  to  God,  lt—5.  Stmeiut 
the  preference  of  the  got  pel  to  tbs  fa- 
gxl  odminifl ratten,  6, — 1J.  And  that, 
his  preaching  it  Was  fait  ah  fa  to  its  excel¬ 
lency  xul  evidence,  and  bad  an  e»ltg*w  ten- 
tug  amt  transforming  ejjicic^,  through 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghcjl,  nt — 18* 
p.jn, 

Chap,  IV, 

The  apo fit  1  animated  ty  .1  coufifamtirn  *f 
the  excellency  md  power  of  the  gifprl" 
jrtijjijity,  ih  dares  that  he  an  !  hu  fet^  v- 

Id  0 1 irer  t  difebarg  ed  it  With  u  .swear*  e  i 


diligence,  fiftetniy,  and  faith  false  fa 
though  not  'with  equal  facet fs  to  all, 
t*— 7,  Thor  their  //firings  for  it  were  ex- 
cetdKg  great,  on i yet  attended  with  thhfip* 
pm,  aodvartoffS  advantage  nf  And 
that  thtir  ftofpefts  *f  eternal  ghrj  were 
their  chief  ofaajt  failing  naiLr 

their  tr vndotiuts,  *  — b  0*  p*  up. 

C«  1  p,  V. 

The  ofaSlct  w  farther  Jetting  forth  the  grounds 

1  of  MS)  ant  hi s  brethren's  not  fMthtg  under 
their  trouHet,  hfifts  on  their  nfitrtd  hop\ 
and  caroefi  defa  cf  ht<i  Venly  gby,  1, — tL 
PdjriDi  hour  they  were  excited  Uhtebr  to  dili¬ 
gence  in  thdr  work,  p* — 11,  Criraj  the 

rtitjb*?  of  bis  faming  to  coanueud  bimfezj% 
and  of  hh  being  fb  itar tb  treaf ported  wifi 
teal  fer  the  Gurinthiaxis,  who  were  m of  ip 

,  CcttUfe-ctnvertx,  cn  araurtt  of  v'hkb  the 
Jcvij#  zeokti  ctn fared  him,  at  though  he 
were  bt  filet  htmfelf  I2j — jC-  A  a J  fans 
the  uace^tfof  regeneration*  And  of  reeve i- 
Uatba  with  Gai  the*>n^h  Jifa  Ovifa  the 
v-inifay  of  which  mas  ioautiiieed  to  him  an J 
his  ttetbren,  17^*21.  p*2i;, 

Chap,  n* 

The  ap-/ie  fwi  the  C-titfirYtins  few  he,  with 
ethers  of  hit  brtibri opp*uvtd  thonfav  cs 
H  be  faith  fa  mini  fart  &f  Chrijt,  by  t^rir  t<- 
bar  ting  ihc/u  fa  cnUrtAu  the  gafpd  of  recta- 
cTutb*  with  due  regard^  1,7,  By  their  Hr- 
t'lmsuhlc  lift b  amt  Uti-w*'  unde*  f'tlfer bigs 
f.r  (thrift,  j, — iol  Bt  their  a/UiUn  fa 
them,  which  he  h* pel  wW»  be  anfwered  with 
the  F+ctGTuaras  1 1 , — t  J.  AnJ 

by  fag  finer  v*i<b  hit  hr  ethers  ear* 

ri  i  «k icrn,  t'-at  they  tui^h:  hive  #t?  ji&n*- 
pip  with  usbdteveti  and  id'.  hUrs,  1  —  1  >. 

T*  13^ 

CHA*.  V1L 

The  rptfite  ftvtt  up  hss  hi  argunstej  with 
exhft  ts  itttiireifalheS.iff*,  j,  faiff-iU 
the  whale  eluteb  fa  beer  tw  Uke  afteH ton  to 
hip;  hi.  Td  fa  thixnt  Tells  thew 


tfur  The  CON 

greatly  he  fejeked*  amUfi  aH  A»  frihuta^ 
ti&us,  the  in  account  winch  Titas  gave  Hm  of 

their  ready  compliance  -with  the  orders  of  hit 
former  Utter,  and  of  its  ha* ft  <ti  if 

prodded  their  farrowing  to  repentance,  f% — 
ti,  And  id  the  comfort  tbit  they  and  Titos 
hod  zagaher,  Tpiy>  found  a  kind  rrcepticn,  and 
+  w  i»rh  thhgs  anting  them  as  anfoaered  the 
*geoA  report  which  the  ffpcJIU  bad  made  of 

Jfttm,  j  j,-— 16*  p*  14S- 

Chip.  vm. 

Th  cpcjlle  having  viwdzsated  bis  ebaraBer,  and 
txfrtfftd  fatisfaftwn  h  the  regard  that  lb* 
Corttiibian-tbuTcb  bad  Jbewn"  to  kim,  takes 
that  caafion  to  rewind  them  if  bis  exhortation 
in  the  former  tpijrle,  to  charitable  contribu¬ 
tions  fir  the  relief  of  the  poor  faints  at  Je* 
rufolem  x  Thh  he  enforces  upon  them,  by  l  be 
laudable  example  of  the  Macedonian,  churches, 
j, — i,  By  the  love  aod  greet  cf  Cbtifi  to 
them,  p.  By  the  wduugntft  whkb  thy 
tbemfitvet  had  JbcwiT  to  ibis  F«d  a 
year  ogc,  and  the  advantage  foal  ?Wi  ac¬ 
me  to  tbemfilvts  by  Ut  10,— 1  $+  ^  And  then 
be  recommends  Titus  and  two  lather  brethren, 
who  nt  ht  reyueflt  sum  to  them  upon  ibis 
very  bufiutfti  3  6, — 14*  p<lj6. 

Chap.  IX. 

The  cpojllc  txcu/fS  his  fending  Titvi,  and  the 
two  othr  brethren  that  accompanied  him,  to 
cnlkfl  their  alms,  noiwxthfiexding  the  confi¬ 
dence  be  bad  <«  their  own  rea&atfi  to  that 
good  work,  1  He  further  entourages 

them  by  if  ever  at  arguments  to  he  liberal  and 
cheerful  in  it,  6, — 14*  ^  foitt  up 

his  diftvnrfi,  on  this  bead*  with  a  tbankfgt- 
wing  to  Cod  for  bit  unfpeokabU  gift,  t  f* 

P 

Chip.  X, 

The  apcfilr  returning  h  a  wceffary  vindication 
cf  him f elf,  and  (wfotatiGu  of  the  invidious 
Jagge}Uo*s  of f rife  teachers  that  fit  ihrmfilvts 
ngaiuft  bun,  after  ts  bis  authority  with  great 
metkrtefo  and  kuttfiftty,  1 tf ,  Recfint  with 

the  Cerintbiant  about  ift  7, —  ]<<  Refills 
the  vaunting  methods  of  tbfi  trader*  in  re- 


TENTS. 

commends*?  thcmfcfaet,  and  ririmng  &  bo- 
nur  of  other  men's  labours  ;  and  fays  dawn 
the  bitter  rati,  by  winch  he  proceeded  in  bis 
rurniJlrotioMt  with  an  aim  at  tbt  glory  of 
Cod,  and  at  being  approved  cf  him,  ia*— 
ifit  p-  469. 

Chap.  XT. 

The  apojfte,  in  further  vtn&aiim  of  Ik  autho¬ 
rity  ago inft  ids  enemies,  gives  the  rtofius,  in 
a  prefatory  apology,  cf  bis  /peaking  in  bis 
awn  commendation,  i,~4-  flirutf  that  he 
hod  not  come  fiart  cf  am  of  the  apofiks  of 
Cbrifi,  much  left  of  the  fotfc  aftfiUs  (% ebm 
be  defirfbesj  in  freefy  preaching  the  gofpei, 
%y — 15*  Makes  another  apology  for  wbnt  he 
was  going  to  add  m  defence  of  his  own  cbo- 
raBer,  e6,~-i  r-  And  draws  cut  au  account 
at  targe  cf  Ms  external  privileges,  at  equal 
to  tbtfe  of  the  f rife  apefiles;  and  of  bis 
quajifiratkas,  labours-,  cares,  fympathy,  fofo 
firings,  dangers,  and  deliverances,  asfuperi* 
or  to  theirs,  p,  176,  177- 

Chap.  XII- 

TTi^  apofiU  gop  on  u  vindicate  H s  authority, 
by  the  extraordinary  revelations  that  had  been 
made  to  him,  though  they  wer efoUcvea  with 
/me  tumbling  drasmfianttt  wmb  were  vt* 
venbeitfs  improved  fybi s  fpirituri  advantage, 
1 ic.  Shews  that  fiverri  eminent  ftgus of 
an  apoftU  were  in  bim,  which  wgbt  to  have 
encouraged  the  CeriatUons  to  /peak  welt  cf 
him,  without  hinging  bim  under  a  ttcefty 
of  firming  to  foaji  ofthem  hhmfilfi  1 1, — %%+ 
Declares  his  (urpefi  cf  making  them  a  /nw^ 
iy  vifit  fir  their  eJi^vik*^  -urhbo&t  oof  ex- 
pence  U  them,  >4,^-1 9.  Bui  txpreffes 
fear,  Ufi  he  fiotdd  be  forced  to  u ft  j  entity  in 
Ids  dealing  with fame  cf  them,  20^1 .  p,  ilA 

Chap.  XHT. 

The  apejtU  threatens  to  ptufijb  cbjtwate  eftiutd* 
trs  at  .bis  next  coming  amag  the  Corinthians, 
and  gives  the  reafini  of  it,  1, — 6*  Proyt 
for  tbdr  reformation  to  prevent  it,  which 
■would  give  him  she  g  reatefi  pUafare,  7—  1  *  • 
And  concludes  the  epijUc  with  a  fobUmnand 
heneoiSIca,  11^34.  p.  199* 
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Chap*  T.  f 

rH£  ttpofile  Pant  prefaces  hh  epsfik  to  the 
thurehes  of  Gakita,  with  after  ting  bit 
apefin  lie  charaBtr-,  in  oppefitien  so  fiub  as 
lefftBcd  ff^  and  wtb  a  f Mutation  and  dox&Joif, 
*p — J-  Sfosrply  reproves  the  GatatktnS  for 

fi  focn  revolting  from  the  p of  pel  cf  Chrift, 
under  the  injtueecc  of  dtteftabU  teacher^ 


14;  Proves  the  divine  authority  cf  Jet  dec- 
trine  and  mftion,  by  the  end  cf  mt  preaching, 
and  by  bis  having  rrrcivfd  sham,  act  fnm 
non,  hut  by  immediate  revelation  from  Gbrifl 
htmfilfi  11,  a.  And,  to  aavincttbcm 
cf  fL'j,  he  detUrts  what  he  vat  before  bis 
eOHverfian  and  catting,  Ij,  14.  A ndhmrbi 
behaved  qfter  ti,  jj,— -14,  P*  FT- 

CEAN 


The  CJ  0  N  T  £  tf  T  1L  ft 

Crip,  lit  t  ^n/fr/&r  trip,  fa  nt&A  c£7^fv 

fr  rit/ffc  Atfhr  frtfvrt  fAf  dlrpint  aafiflrifj  »*4r  W  hen  fubjttt  hfrre,  7. 

0/  ki  4m  rot  mijJEw,  4;  Jams,  Frier  And  from  fit  exceeding  happy  change  that 

and  Jobmt  ownUr  hhn  and  Borides*  asapo*  made  upon  the  Gentile  Mews,  by 

frits  rf  the  GdntSet,  and  feerixwtg  Titus,  a  their  tonvnjim  from  Mi  to  Got l. 

Greet*  brio  their  Chiftiau^commMkn,  with*  He  thereupon  reofm  with  them  afl  agdiajk 

oat  hit  bring  tutumrifed,  i* — to.  Gives  an  fa\R gj  in  with  fotfe  teacher?*  from  the  great 

an  account  of  another  interview  with  Peter  aftttlw  they  bod  difiovered  towards  bhnfitf 

at  Antioch*  where  he  psA&th  oppofed  him  and  Ms  mintftry,  dad  from  Ibe  deftgd  ag  ttm* 

for  j  vJdizing*  Aal  takes  oteafi*  per  of  ihofe  JttAdxm  thal  hod  crept  in  a* 

from  lienee  to  enter  upon  bis  mm  point  in  moat  them*  He  exprtffri  Ms  own 

view*  ttlrity  lofojttjkatk*  by  fidth  to.  Qtrifi  tender  and  eamejf  concern  for  them ,  jj,  in 

without  the  worts  of  the  Aw,  Ur-*1*  jW  then*  refienuag  bis  vtaia  argemeut*  ilh* 

p.  3iJ,  314.  fitates  the  difference  between  what  it  Id  he 
Clip.  lit  erpefled  from  the  law,  and  from  the  gofpA, 

Th  apoftle  reproves*  and  tp armfy  apofiuhtet  in  j  figurative  reprefrn  ration  of  the  children 

with  the  Galatians  fir  their  folly  w  de~  of  frzmfc  bp  ifaac ,  the  fin  of  Sara*,  end 

fartiar  from  the  great  doBriae  of  jaftiftea*  k  the  children  that  were  only  after  the  ftrfb 

icon  atone  through  faith  in  Chrift,  iy— iyifimaei,ihifonofH*gar,  pu  337. 

Eftab&Jbes  this  dSftrine  from  tie  example  of 

Abraham's  jttftifaafwn*  6,*— 9*  from  the  te-  Chap,  V. 

nor  of  the  lew  and  foverity  of  its  cvrfe ,  T be  apoftle  applies  the  foregoing  rifieurfi  In  on 
from  witch  believers  art  redeemed  hy  drift,  oaroeft  tx&rtatha,  enforced  oy  various  argu* 

that  they  might  he  hkjfed  with  Abraham*  to.  meats*  to  fiend  fiH  in  the  liberty  of  the  gof- 

*—14-  from  the  fiabiUty  of  the  emwant  of  pA,  r,"— i*.  To  take  herd  of  abujiog  that 

prontifts  made  with  him ,  which  the  law  could  liberty  by  indulging  0  Jinful  temper*  contrary 

not  difintml,  and  from  the  Uconftftenty  of  to  the  greet  taw  of  kve%  j  3^-15.  Audio 

juftifeatm  by  thy  free  prmifi  and  ay  the  law  walk  tn  the  fpirii f  and  not  fulfil  the  Ufts  of 

ijf— *1#  He  neverthriefs  Jbewt  that  the  the  ftejb,  wlUh  art  appffiu  to  tach  other,  mud 

tow  hoi  its  aft*  at  U  was  given  to  fiitntrt  the  worht  of  wmb  refpcBivcfy  are  described 

among  tbs  Jews  to  convince  thtm  of  their  at  targe*  *0,-10.  -  p,  jj*, 

weed  of  a  Saviour*  end  wet  a jcboohmafter 

to  lead  them  to  Ghrxft,  jp,-^ft$*  And  that  Clip,  VI- 

under  the  rofpetff alt  trot  bdtevert  are ,  with*  Tht  apcftle  proceeds  in  exhortations  to  mtebtefs, 
oat  diftinBion  of  notions,  or  of  external  rir-  gcxtltnejs  and  humility*  j.  To  a  gene* 
atmftanca*  all  one  in  0rift,  end  hrirc  of  A*  rout  matnUnance  of  mrifters,  and  bentfitema 

brebam's  Uejftags,  16,-19,  p.  3*5,  3*0«  towards  all  men*  hat  specially  toward  fro* 

f effing  hdkvm>  10-  Sums  up  the  main 

Chap*  IV,  dtjign  of  hk  epi^llc*  fir  guarding  the  Gaia* 

Rf  apoftte  proceeds  to  Jbtw  the  folly  of  return  riant  agrinft  their  Judatziug  teachers  tint 

>n%  to  legal  obforvaaeaS  fit  juftif cation  from  wanted  them  to  be  dreumdftd  fir  fotftfh  tads, 

the  rich  advantages  that  she  bttirvhg  Jews  Sr trify  contrary  to  Hi  own  in  preadixg  a 

were  partakers  of  by  the  gofpcl-difpeajalict*  truafitd  Cbrifl,  — 17.  And  catfclt^eo 

which  brought  them  cut  of  the  ftatt  of  hand*  with  a  filer**  bene&cliea,  tB,  pu  359, 
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rti£  apRle  prtfacet  his  triple,  at  ujual*  hen  wrought  io  the  rtfirreSion  and  etui fa* 
with  an  mfaiplmmd  Jmtarion,  vtr,  tion  of  drift,  ij,— 13.  p.  43  » 

i,  ^  Hives  4  general  account  tf  firing 

Oitjftngi  in  a  way  if  tbanlfgtviMg  c&dpraift*  3.  Chap.  It 

Enlarges  upon  them,  at  prepared  in  God's  T he  apoftU*  JHU  farther  to  magnify  tht  riches  of 
eternal  elcftrin,  at  pkrehafed  by  Qtriffis  Gcds  free  grate  toward  the  Ephefiant7reprt* 

bleed*  and  as  convey'd  in  effSlftal  calBag,  4,  foitto  ibrirhtpbrablt  ft  ate  by  nature*  whether 

— 1*.  Applies  all  this*  frft  to  the  be&evmg  they  were  Gentile*  or  Jews,  t^j-  Shear* 

Jew  ft  and  the*  to  the  bettering  Gturikt,  11,  vrbat  a  happy  change  Svine  grace  had  mode 

-14*  God for  what  he  had  heard  of  their  upon  it,  4»~ro*  And  to  Manta  Ms  grace , 

frith  and  1/m,  and  pe  ays  for  the  toniutowce  eperiolif  toward  the  Gentile  port  among  them, 

of  their  luvwitdge  and  tope,  with  n  fprti  to  he  calls  upon  them  to  nfeB  upon  their  former 

th  heavenly  inheritance,  and  to  Goa's  power*  ftatt  of  heatberifm,  and  the  exteerio*  greet 
JA  warring  in  them,  cnfwcrablt  p  vm  tod  pti  riicgtt  and  bitjftagi  whiib  they  wertonagH 

im 


X 
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fato  by  the  g*fpch  equally  with  the  hftc'viqg 
Jews  as  twt'&ody  with  them,  tt, — ai* 

r*  30f* 

Chap*  III- 

The  aptfik  Jett  firth  the  iigriiyef  hit  epee  in 
its  rtfatisn  to  the  Gentiks,  fir  wfob  be  fufi 
fired  rmfriiWnrof,  i»  it  tf.V  fwltfitntumt 

fir  it7  j, — 6 *  f/f  j  I*  it7  together  with 

tie  noble  pnrpofes  tku  were  cr. f ti  ered  by  it, 
h^iz,  he* firing  a  mojt  exertion  and 
CCmprfieojh’t  fraicr  fir  the  EpbejiaM, 

—  Aud  cot^utdcs  with  a  grand  and  fait* 
ahlfdtftlogy,  ic,  L«.  p,  30** 

C  fl  A  F*  IV, 

The  apefilt  froeetds  from  the  doflrinat  to  the 
profiled  part  of  this  epifite,  mtlkb  he  i xtn- 
duccs  with  a  liner td  exhortation  to  the  whole 
i  bstrvh  to  walk  worthy  of  their  Ckijliav 
m/uwj  i ,  And  then,  to  t  et&nmm 4  and  ex* 
empfyy  itt  he  excites  them  by  fiver  A  wrjttj 

argaraents  n  mutual  firhtafcnef  aw(  ubihb, 

*■— <1*  To  a  due  vfa  of  alt  their  fpinxvnl 
gifts  andiws  fir To 
purity  and  hTmtfs  ?u  been  and  life,  1 7,— 
14,  And  to  take  bad  of  fiverol  fu  that 
yrere  praBifed  among  tbektalbevs,  but  were 
iwnfijicnt  with  their  Chrljthn pnfiffion,\%7 

C-  4^ 


TENTS. 

Calf*  V, 

The  apofile  tmltdts  his  tihortaiion  U  Inthrip 
love,  t7 1*  Repeals  tV  (autism  agmnft  ftvt- 
ol  fits,  41  particularly  againfi  tt  14  ■■ ebannejs 
eovetotfitejs  and  druuhtnntfi,  *mth  0  variety 
of  arguments  to  in  fine  the  caution  r  and  di- 
rcB  to  4  contrary  behaviour  f  |, — 20*  And 
exhorts  to  the  teUUve  duties  of  fmetj  w  p 
0 eral,  11.  And  of  viiw  and  husoauds  in 
particular,  which  are  ithjl  rated  end  i/t forced 
by  the  ffirstuaJ  relation,  that  it  between 
thryi  and  the  church,  1 V- 3  J*  p.  41#. 

C  w  A  P-  VL 

The  epofilt  proceeds  to  the  relative  Duties  of 
ebtidreened  patents,  1, — 4-  Of  fir  van  ts 
and  mafierSj  s, — 0-  Dtrefts  aB  forts  of 

Gbrifliabs  to  pot  w  their  foriiuet  arnmr  in 
She  exerrife  of  their  graUtt  and  in  the  nfi  kf 
tbofe  inttfll,  vtcA  are  ntceffiry  to  defend, 
and  feenre  them  aydnfi  the  enemies  of  their 
fiufs  ft  i Ail  finic  of  warfare,  its, — xB. 
Dtjira  their  prayers  fir  temfeifi  i*,  1*. 
And  consfodv  bit  tfiftle  with  an  account  of 
the  reofint  of  ins  fiitfHog  Tycbicns  to  them, 
and  tpi lb  bH  apojfoLc  taediftinr*  ii^*v 
P-  4«* 
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A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  £ 

Firft  Epiftle  of  the  Apoftle  Paul 

TO  THE 

CORINTHIANS, 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase* 


The  Preface  to  the  FirJl  Epiftle  to  the  CORIN¬ 
THIANS* 

CORI N  TH  was  an  antient  famous  dry  of  Achai&%  fituated  on 
an  ilthmus,  or  neck  of  land*  between  the  Aegean  and  the  Icn'um 
feas,  which  joined  Pebponnefusy  now  called  the  Moreaf  xoGreece ;  and  fp 
it  lay  peculiarly  convenient  for  merchandize,  as  it  had  two  commodious 
ports  near  it,  one  on  the  caff,  and  the  other  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
iflhmus*  By  this  means  it  became  a  city  of  great  refort,  by  Jews 
and  GtntUtS)  for  trade  and  learning  ;  grew  exceeding  rich  and  popu¬ 
lous  ;  and  abounded  with  merchants,  orators,  and  philofophcrs ;  alL 
which  circum fiances  fed  the  pride  and  luxury  of  the  people,  who 
were  infamous  for  uncleannefa  to  a  proverb*  Among  thefe  the  apoftle 
Paul  preached,  and  God  was  wiih  him,  for  about  two  years;  in 
which  fpace  of  time  many  believed,  and  were  formed  into  a  gofpel 
church* 

But  as  this  church  was  gathered  from  among  perfons  of  the 
foremenuoned  ill  characters,  and  was  conflinitcd  of  fome  Jewijhy 
but  moftiy  of  GentiU  converts,  as  appears  from  A£ls  xviii,  and 
i  Cur.  xii*  2r  So,  not  long  after  the  apoftIe*s  departure  from 
them,  too  much  of  the  old  leaven  appeared  among  them,  ami  there 
arofe,  at  leatt,  one  noted  falfe  teacher,  and  probably  others  under 
him,  of  the  JrtviJb  faction,  who  fet  himfeif  up,  as  the  head  of  a 
party  again  ft  the  apoftle,  to  defame  him,  amt  run  down  his  authori¬ 
ty  ;  and ;  who  fomented  a  fprrit  of  pride  among  the  the  rich  and  learn¬ 
ed,  and  turbulent  contentions  amongft  all  that  be  could  influence* 
Thefp  diforders  were  attended  with  other  grofs  defections  in  dod^rinrs 
and  morals,  worfliip  and  difeipline;  fuch  as  a  contempt  of  the  gof* 
pel  of  falvaticn  bv  a  crucified  Saviour,  and  the  apoftk's  plain  way  of 

Yol.IV.  J  A  f  preaebirtj 
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preaching  it  ;  luxury,  uiiclcanntfa,  covetoufnefs,  and  litigious  law- 
iiuts  out  with  another  \  abufes  of  their  Chriltian  liberty;  communion 
with  idolaters  in  eating  of  their  facrifices  ;  great  irregularities  in  their 
religious  aflemblfas,  and  particularly  in  celebrating  the  Lord’s  (upper; 
priding  themfelves  in  their  riches,  learning)  and  fpiritual  gifts ;  in¬ 
dulging  an  uncharitable  temper)  and  denying  the  important  article 
of  the  re  ftu  reel  ion  of  the  dead. 

As  there  wae  greater  riifordcrs  and  corruptions  in  this  church  than 
in  any  ether  that  the  apyftlc  wrote  to  ;  and  as  an  account  of  fame  of 
them  had  been  brought  to  him  pcrfonaffyf  hv  wimefTts  of  undoubted 
credit)  chap ,  L  it,;  and  he  had  received  a  tetter  from  his  friends  in  that 
church,  tiefiring  an  anfwer  to  fev,eral  queftions  relating  to  others  of 
them,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  vii,  I*)  he  took  occafiort,  about  two  or 
three  years  after  he  had  left  them,  to  fend  this  epifUe  from  Ephefust 
os  is  generally,  and  1  think  jultly,  concluded  from  chap .  xvi.  6,  19, 
and  not  from  Philippic  as  the  poltfcripr,  added  by  latter  ages,  would 
have  it,  *Sce  the  note  on  chttp,  xvi.  8* 

The  connection  and  fcnEnnents,  in  feveral  parts  of  this  epiflle,  arc 
much  more  difficult  and  obfeure  than  I  imagined,  till  I  came  clofdy 
to  confider  it ;  but  this  I  take  to  be  chiefly  owing  to  our  unacquaint* 
ednefs  with  the  ftate  of  things  in  that  church,  and  the  reprefautation 
that  had  been  made  of  it  to  the  spotlit*  by  word  of  mouth,  and  by 
letter,  which  he  all  along  keeps  in  view,  and  replies  to  ;  and  which, 
were  tt  before  os,  would  donhtlefs  call  a  clear  and  obvious  light  upon 
tbs  whole  :  But  it  is  plain,  from  many  paflages,  that  its  great  defign 
was  to  correfl  irregularities  which  had  crept  in  among  them*  Hence 
the  apoftle  feta  htmfclf,  in  the  former  part  of  the  epKUe  to  the  end 
of  chap,  yu  to  take  off  the  invidious  afperfions  that  h;ul  been  cafl  up¬ 
on  his  chaiaftcr;  to  cfUbliih  his  apoftolic  authority;  to  expofe  the 
prefumptuous  pretences  of  t be  falfa  teachers,  and  bring  thole  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  off  from  them  that  had  erpoufad  their  party;  to 
infill  on  an  excommunication  of  the  inccftuous  perfcii,  and  on  the 
prefrrvation  of  the  purity  of  the  church  ;  and  to  cure  the  fchifms 
and  defaults  that  were  made  in  it*  and  unite  all  its  members  in  the 
faith,  love,  and  holinefs  of  the  gofpeh  And  in  the  latter  part  from 
chap,  vii,  to  the  end  of  the  epiiUe,  he  anfwers  the  quefttons  that  had 
been  fain  to  him  ;  and  gives  fuch  dire£Hons  with  reference  thereunto 
as  he  knew  to  oc  moll  needful  for  them  ;  Hill  carrying  on  his  main 
view  again!!  his  chief  enemies  and  all  their  adherents:  And  con¬ 
cludes  the  whole  with  friendly  admonitions,  and  falutations  in  the 
Lord. 


CHAP* 


Oh.  I. 


The  tirfi  Epj/llt  to  the  Corinthiass  paraphrased. 


3 


C  H  A  V.  L 

The  apofile  Paul  prefaces  this  Epifth  with  an  affection  of  his  apofiolic 
authority ;  a  falutation  of  the  church  at  Corinth ;  and  a  congratu¬ 
lation  on  account  of  their  converfion,  and  the  gifts  beflowed  upon 
them,  i> — io.  Exhorts  them  to  brotherly  love,  and  reproves  them 
for  the  dtvifions  which  he  had  heard  were  among  them.  It,— 16. 
Affeets  and  vindicates  the  do£lrine  of  a  crucified  Saviour-,  and  his  own 
plain  way  of  preaching  it,  as  a  fundamental  article  of  the  Chrifiian 
faith,  and  as  admirably  calculated  to  advance  the  glory  of  God ,  and 
humble  the  creature  before  him,  17, — 31, 


te*t.  Paraphrase. 

T  EAUL,  who  have  not  thruft  myfdf  into  office, 
(tie  of  jeft,5  X  but  was  called  immediately  by  Jefus  Chrift  hini- 
Chrifl,  through  felf  *  to  be  one  of  his  apoftles,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom. 
,h<icll(ii.ot  God'  >•  *•)  according  to  the  mere  good  plea tore  and  eternal 
brother,  choice  of  God  the  rather  even  I  am  the  tnfpircd 

writer  of  this  epiftlc  ;  and  Scfihenes,  a  dear  and  faith¬ 
ful  brother  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  work  of  the  mini* 
ftry,  though  not  in  the  apoftkfhip,  throughly  approves 
of  it,  and  joins  with  me  in  it. 

1  Unto  the  3  We  fend  tbe  moft  affectionate  telutations  to  the 
c!hiihN»°l G0<l  foci“Y  believers  at  Corinth,  che  metropolis  of 
rin'h^  Achaiat  which  being  incorporated,  by  mutual  content, 

ihat  arefaoaified  for  the  celebration  of  alt  divine  ordinances,  according 
iu  Child  jaw,  Ch rift's  appointment,  is  a  particular  church  of  God’s 

w  own  inftitution,  in  which  he  dwells,  as  in  his  holy 
temple;  I  mean  them  who,  being  in  church  commu¬ 
nion,  are  fuppofed,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  to 

have 


N  o  ‘ 

*  TTw  apuflle  Piat,  in  the  infcrlptinn  and 
preface  of  moft  of  his  Epiftfes,  rot  Only 
motions  his  own  01  me,  but  aflert?  his*  apo- 
iblic  offier;  and  it  was  the  nitJiCF  needful 
ttat  he  IhouiJ  do  this,  in  his  qiiftle  tn  the 
CtrinihiGHt ;  betiufefbine  among  them  had 
d;fputcdT  depreciated  *  and  denied  his  autbo- 
rity  ;  And  js,  in  fevera!  oih^r  epifHes,  be 
aflbriatca  Timothy  with  himfelf,  mt  as  join¬ 
ing  with  him  m  farming  thofc  cpiliJcs*  but  in 
the  fa  taut  ion;  and  as  entirely  concurring 
with  him  in  fentfmem  and  deficit :  So  he 
licre  mcnlion*  S&Jtfr&ts  in  like  manner.  that 
he  might  the  bclcrr  recommend  and  in  force 
this  ejftftlc  to  the  fiwifi  convert*  at  iVmM, 
on  account  of  his  acceptable  character  and  re¬ 
putation  among  them ;  he  having  been  for¬ 
merly,  as  I  takek,  a  rater  in  nnu  of  ihetr 
Jyaajjogutt.  (Seethe  note  on  Aits  xviii.  17.) 
iii'it  iDtaiedhudr  after  the  fttaatfcn,  and  in 


r  e  s* 

fewni  other  p’fh  of  the  epTftle,  the  apoflfc 
/peaks  of  himteli  in  che  muttl?cr,  10 

intimate  Ihai  he  alone  e^mnnfed  it,  under  di¬ 
vide  iufpi ration,  as  an  apolife  of  Chrift.  The 
like  raiy  he,  more  or  of  served  in  rdJ  ;he 
epi  files  ilut  begin  with  Patti* a  and  Tifii&Ws 
names* 

f  Since  the  apnftlc  well  knew,  that  3II 
things  whatsoever  were  either  permuted  and 
overruled,  nr  effected  by  the  will  and  provi¬ 
dence  of  Cud;  we  imiit  frppoic  that  he 
meant  frame* hirt£ extraordinary^  when  ht  fpe^k* 
of  his  befog  r^.Vrd  i't  tht  apcjflcfilp  by  thr  will 
ef  and  lays  fb  greit  a  ftiefs  upon  :r*  as 
he  doth  here,  and  x  Efijl  !♦  t*  F.fl\  i.  1. 
CW.  I,  t,  at:rl  x  Tim*  t.  i.  And  he  tJ  eiP!™ 
feoiiis  in  refer  to  what  laid,  when  ho 

(Afts  14,  1  j,)  that  th 
his  Fetter  hffd  cbtfiti  him  fo  h'i  w,';/,  ok4 
fit  tU  7 \!i  0?^ 

x 
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C-lllcd  ffl  £cffT71>5, 
with  y.11  that  in 
every  p].*oc  call 
Rpon  the  n;tmc  of 
Jdus  Chi-ilt  our 
I.otJ,  both  tbetn 
and  ours. 


5  Grart  t.e  im- 
to  yoit*  3r:d  |:CiCC 
irom  f/Ind  b  :> 
ther,  inti  .^wthe 
LonljcfusChrift. 


4  I  thark  i*»y 
God  on 

yonr  Ik^hIL.  f  r 
the  grace  of  Hod 
u-hidt 


have  been  fet  apart  for  himfdf  *,  by  his  fpecia]  choice 
of  them  in  Chrifi  Jtfuty  as  their  Head,  before  the  fwn* 
dation  cf  the  otorA/,  (Epb*  i*  4-) ;  and  who,  in  coi^fc- 
quence  of  this,  are  externally  called  by  the  gofpel, 
and,  as  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  are  internally  and  rffica- 
cioufly  called,  by  the  fpecial  operation  of  the  Spirit, 
to  be  an  holy  people,  both  in  heart  and  life;  and  fo 
are  properly  denominated  faints,  And, 

wirh  the  members  of  that  particular  church,  we  in¬ 
clude  all  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  in  every  place 
whaifoever,  to  whom  thefe  preterits  may  come ;  am! 
who  in  tcilimony  of  their  being  real  Chriftians,  re- 
ligioufly  invoke  the  name  of  our  Lord  Tefus  Chiift,  as 
the  object  of  their  faith,  worlhip,  and  obedience,  and 
as  the  great  and  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man ; 
I  fay  our  Lord,  becaute  be  is,  for  all  favmg  puipotes, 
as  much  their  Lord  as  he  is  ours,  who  addreL  this 
epiltle  to  them* 

3  May  all  the  riches  of  divine  love  and  favour,  to* 
getber  with  all  the  bleffed  fruits  thereof  in  a  work  of 
grace  ;  and  may  reconciliation  with  God,  Peace  in  your 
own  fouls*  and  among  yourfclves,  together  with  all  de- 
firable  profperity,  be  abundantly  multiplied  to  all,  and 
every  one  of  you,  from  God  the  Father,  as  the  origi* 
rial  fpring  of  all,  bieffings;  and  from  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
the  only  Peace-Maker,  by  the  merit  of  his  blood,  and 
the  Author  and  Giver  of  the  benefits  of  his  pure  hate, 
in  an  infcp.irab]e  conjunction  with  the  Father! 

4  I  heartily  congratulate  you",  and  blefs  the  God  of 
all  grace,  even  my  God,  in  every  remembrance  of  you, 
on  account  of  the  free  favour  of  God  toward  yon,  as 
that  appears  in  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Spirit  f, 

which 


NOTES. 


*  A*  [utfiipt'd  larnciim ca  fignifKt/rf  apart, 
(i«  the  unt*:  *>n  mJ a  ^  X*  36*)  ikt7  larlier  than 
Vhrufj  M rt  irtMi  r.O  he  tllC  JCttfb  of  the 
wrd  herr,  and  m  JhJ.  vtr.  i.  bcfrilfe  it  J£ 
fpoken  of  in  both  thel’c  places,  m  u  har  wa, 
done  h j  Cod  the  I'aiher  \n Cltrift,  before*, he 
per  ft  n  s  m  c  n  c  ic  n  ed.  w  ere  eafled  to  btfo\n%%,  a  nd 
indUtinflionfuiU  it*  This  preserve;  a  difference 
between  fouoifo:d  hr  C!)riJijefuty  and  called  to 
bf  foii:t$w  which  would  otlitrwifc:  he  much  the. 

fame  thin r  :  ^nd  this  makes  (he  idea*  more 
confbnant  to  the  inscriptions  and  mtimati«ns 
which  this  apoftJc  prefixes  to  levcralof  hie 
other  EpifHfi:  where  he  (peaks  of  bdictcn, 
Jrcfovcd  of  GW,  a  ad  tailed  to  le  foinUy 
(  Rom*  i.  7  )  as  ehfht  in  Chrifi  before  the  fo&u- 
d.tfion  r*f  the  wr/d^  that  they  rmght  be  holy, 
(Hph,  i.  4*)  and  as  periottt  in  whom  there 
were  ^pjwrtju  tokvaft  of  rheir  cleftioit  of  Gat/, 


from  the  efficacy  of  the  gofpd  opon  them, 
( 1  Tbejf.  L  j*  4,  j*)  And  th*  apofUc  Peter 
direfh  his  firft  eplftlc,  (ckap.  i,  1.)  toiftr 
fU8y  auar&xg  la  the  of  Gad  the 

Father)  throttgb  JhjtihjtaUistt  of  tne  Spirit,  end 
belief  of  the  truth* 

f  It  can  fcaree  be  thought  'bat  fhcapoftlc 
Aloiild  fo  abundantly  blcfi  God  for  the  Spiri¬ 
tual  gifts  iidlowed  on  die  CorintbUns,  unkfi 
there  were  good  grounds  to  hope,  in  the 
judgment  of  charity,  that  great  number*  of 
them,  which  gave  the  denomination  to  the 
whole,  were  alft  partaker*  ef  fpecial  grace* 
to  their  own  falvation  :  And  therefore,  nr 
the  exprd&ms  will  hear  it.  The  gwt  of  Gti 
given  to  them ,  and  thetr  being  tnrtcbcd  in  eve* 
rythtAP,  tnaybsconfideicda*terkens«fGod45 
peculiar  favour  to  themliives,  it  writ  u  his 

gift^  to  ^oa-lify  thtoi  to  be  ufeful  to  othen* 


uilicb  i* 
vmi  by 
Orift; 


gi  *eo 

Jefa* 


j  That  in  eve¬ 
ry  thing  ye  are 
(.nrithed  by  him, 
i:>  dl  uttentticcv 
audj*  all  know- 
kip. 
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which  he  has  bellowed  upon  you,  through  Jefus  Chrifl, 
as  the  great  Mediator,  in  whom  (<>  i^)  he  looks 

upon  you,  and  deals  with  you,  as  his  peculiar  favour¬ 
ites  ;  and  by  whom  his  love  is  freely  ma  nil  cited  and 
communicated  to  you,  and  its  happy  effects  are  pur- 
chafed  for  you.  1  cannot  but  hope  this  concerning  you 
in  general. 

5  Becnufe  {«■')  ye  are  not  only  enriched  with  grace, 
for  the  falvation  of  your  own  fouls  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  the 
Head  of  the  church ;  hut  many  of  you  are  alfo  plenti¬ 
fully  furniihed  with  fuch  fpiiitual  gifts,  as  render  you 
capable  of  fpeakieg,  with  freedom  and  fluency,  to  the 
edification  of  others;  and  are  abundantly  filled  with 
all  neceflary  knowledge  *  of  the'fuml-inu'mal  dedtrines 
of  the  gofpel,  relating  to  a  crucified  .Saviour,  that  ye 
might  fet  them  forth  in  a  juft  light,  as  the  truth  is  in 
Jefus. 

6  Even  as  the  witnefs,  which  was  given  to  him,  and 
from  him,  by  his  apoftles,  was  proved  and  eflablifhed, 
with  the  higheft  demonftrattons,  io  your  own  mind  and 
coufciences,  when  the  gofpel  came  to  you,  at  the  firfl  in 
your  converfson,  net  in  word  crJ?t  but  in  j>0't>cr,  ami 
in  the  Holy  Chofit  and  in  much  ajfurance;  and  effectually 
•worked  in  you  that  believe^  (i  Theft".  i.  5.  and  it.  13  ) 

7  So  that  ye  are  not  remarkably  defective  in  any  fpi— 

ritual  gift,  that  is.  rrquifitc  for  your  own  and  others 
edification  ;  nor  are  ye  inferior  therein  to  any  of  the 
churches,  while  ye,  together  with  them,  are  locking, 
longing,  praying,  preparing,  and  patiently  waiting, 
with  faith  and  hope,  for  the  revelation  t  f 

our  Lord  Jcfns  Chrifl  from  heaven,  -v.-ho  will  come  to  1* 
glorified  in  his  faint  1,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that 
believty  (2  Tht  11*.  i.  to.) 

8  "Who  will  likewife,  in  order  thereunto,  eftahltfh 
r’ln'jTrm  ywt  you  in  the  Faith,  hope,  ami  holinefs  of  the  gefjx’l,  by 

unto  t‘ie  end,  that  a  continual  fupply  of  all  further  needful  aids,  in  the 
y:  n.&)  be  way  0f  your  duty,  and  in  a  diligent  ufe  of  the  means 

of  his  own  appointment,  all  the  days  of  your  lives  ; 
that  ye  may  be  acquitted  from  guilt  and  condemnation, 

3nd 

NOTES} 

llrs  nvvht  -a:!!  lie  a  “feat  MU  ft  of  ttie  spn-  Chrifl,  whom  he  fed  mr/t,  or.i  r.ii  ifitl 


C  Even  as  the 
trftiTimny  of 
rhr;fl  was  con- 
funicd  in  you. 


y  So  that  re 
votti e  behind  in 
no  gi:;;  wafting 
:‘:>r  the  cottuujjtrf 
i;iir  JtlQS 

Uititi  : 


8  Whtlfadlal* 


ftlc’i  r=jcndnf  on  tfteir  behalf  t  and  it  5s  upon 
litis  charitable  jjrcfamp' ion  that  he  fji-jdks 
s4irb  cp4ifi-tcu«  of  their  hei i\g€On$rmtdj$tfo 
t;.Jy  art'J  mcniioitfr  the  forth/ ninth  0+1  as 

iiivfcoir.ty  of  it*  ver.  8,  j>-  the  acie 

on  vcr.  9-) 

'  Thw  sisV  relate  u>  the 

.  _  .  .  ♦  .  .  r-  V. 


ith'iiti  ny  wfi.  iliyi  he,  k  ti'tn1  K'j  c,l*U  t*  t't\?r 
ift  ttartt‘-.r  y ct  t;«n  art  hi*  1,  J.) 

And  i  her*  fore  l  ukv  at/  t  .**' .V^:h  to  relate  t*> 
the  ^r»:  dofiiioc  of  Idhvifia  by  a  cmcifinl 
Chrift,  '.vhidi  he  ipcikh  of  d s  wti^E  they  l)r*4 
received,  vi-^  n  il»e  piir.npj 

iubjifl  <*!'  hi*  :r*is*iiUy  tlici-,  chi^» 
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fcft  In  i he  day  of 
cut  Loi'd  Jcius 
C'linJL 


9  Got!  h  faiih- 
ul,  liy  whom  ye 
mre  ci)Ud  nnco 
the  fdhtwfhip  of 
hir  1  Son  Jefus 
Cluift  our  Lor d. 


and  made  perfect  in  holinefs,  at  (he  great  day  of 
Chrift’s  appearing  ;  when  he,  who  now  keeps  you  front 
fallings  will  prefeut  you  faultU/s,  before  the  pre fence  of 
hit  glory*,  with  exceeding  joy*  (Jude  v*  24.) 

9.  There  is  the  fureft  ground  of  confidence  concern* 
ing  this,  with  rtfpetl  to  every  one  of  you,  that  are  in 
reality  what  ye  profefs  to  be :  f  For  the  infinitely  gra¬ 
cious  and  unchangeable  God  is  faithful  and  true  to  his 
covenant ;  to  his  Son  ;  to  them  that  £r lift  ia  him  \  and 
to  his  own  good  work  in  you,  whereby  he  has  raifed 
your  hope  in  him  j  even  that  God  by  whom  ye  were 
effectually  called,  not  only  to  a  participation  of  exter¬ 
nal  privileges  and  fpirimal  gifts,  but  likewife  to  an  ho¬ 
ly  communion  with,  and  conformity  to  his  Sod  Jefos 
Chrift,  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour  j  that  yc  may  have 
an  internal  fellowfhip  with  him  in  his  merit  and  love, 
graces  holinefs,  and  joys,  in  virtue  of  your  union 
with  him. 


divjfitm*  +imrmg 
you  ^  hut  that  yc 
be  pcvfttlJy  jo:u- 
erl  together  in  the 


10  Now  1  be-  10  Now,  to  come  to  one  of  the  chief  occasions  of 
tCcn  r°hy  Vh*  my  fading  this  epifile,  I  earnelUy  intreat  and  exhort 
nAitK-of(?uri-crd  you,  my  beloved  brethren,  by  all  the  authority  and  en- 
Jtius  Chrift,  that  dearmcots,  and  by  the  foie mn  profelfion  ye  make,  of 

iameSth!n^r  and  the  Lord  Jefu5  Chrift,  as  our  only  Head  and  Saviour, 
t»£t  there  be  no  of  whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  u  named > 
(Epb.  iii»  15.)  in  oppofition  to  all  the  party  names 
which  have  been  comentioufly  fet  up  among  you,  (ver, 
ir,  12.)  that  every  one  of  you  would  agree  to  talk  of 
iamc  mbii,  and  the  doftrines  of  Chrift,  juft  as  ye  received  them,  pure 
1111  *  raeju  sr  anj  uncorrupted,  from  his  apoftles,  (z  Cor .  Yu  17,}  and 
that  there  be  no  fchifms  [vx**#*7*)  among  you,  to  the 
making  of  faQions  in  the  church,  and  alienating  your 
hearts  and  affections  one  from  another,  (fee  the  note 
on  chap.  xi.  18.) ;  but  that  ye  he  entirely  knit,  and  re* 
gularly  framed  together,  (k^t j^rirpivw}  ag  members  of 
the  fame  body,  in  one  and  the  fame  divine  and  holy 
fennmems,  and  in  the  fame  deliberate  judgment  and 
deii^zn,  (?^^)  and  lb  may  follow  after  righteoufnefs> 
faith ,  charity f  and  peace  with  them  that  call  on  the  Lord) 
out  of  a  pure  heart ,  (i  Tim,  ii*  22.) 

ri  The  reafon  of  my  fo  carncftiy  recommending 
this  amiable  unity,  is  not  from  any  ungrounded  fufpi- 
ckms  of  your  defects  therein  j  but  bccaufe  fomc  of  our 

faithful 

T  E. 

gra«;  for  there  h  no  promift  to  engage 
OoiL'i  f^thrulncfi,  I  hat  they  trbo  baveotiJy 
fpjritual  gift*  fhali  le  confirmed  tn  the  end ; 
but  (here  are  many  projniftt  of  Uia  nature 


t  j  pgr  it  hath 
been 


N  o 

■J*  F  rfo  not  fez'h.ow  ibe  faithfulae/s  q£  God 
can  he  tonfcUrtd  2*  an  argument  to  pro*;: 
liiat  thclc  Otrpjjhifinf  fLould  be  tonfrmtd  fa  tkt 
e*i$t  that  tbty  bright  he  hiamthfi)  dee.  noJeG 
we  that  the  apoftls;  locked  upon  the 

fjiokui  of,  a;  of  Jiving 


to  true  believers. 


me  of'ywi*  my 
brcthjra,by  them 
■v'tkb  art  ef  tbt 
r**tfe  of  CMoet 
rlirithtrt  arc  con* 


you. 


u  Now  this ! 
fjy,  iha*  every 
unc  of  you  £utb, 
1  am  of  Paul,  md 
J  of  A]h4Ios¥ 

J  of  Ccplwv,  at*d 

i  o£  QsriH, 
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he™ dxcUredant*  faithful  friends  of  Chios's  family  have,  to  the  grief  of- 
my  foul,  brought  me  certain  information  concerning 
you,  whom  I  efteem  and  own  ns  mv  brethren  in  the 
Lord,  and  of  whom  I  hoped  better  things,  that  there 
tc b'i boi' "injooj  ar£  flrifes,  ('?>*«)  and  uncharitable  tinTenlSomi 

among  you,  which  have  thrown  you  into  frits  and 
parties,  under  various  heads  and  leaders,  as  though  ye 
looked  upon  them  as  the  Lords  of  your  consciences, 
that  have  dominion  over  your  faith. 

12  1  mean,  and  can’t  but  foiemnly  remonftrare  a- 
gainft  it,  that,  as  ye  are  generally  ranged  into  different 
denominations,  ye  call  yourfelves  hy  the  name  of  fome 
difltnguifhed  chief,  whom  ye  refpeclively  admire  and 
extol,  to  the  depreciating  and  contemning  of  others  j 
as  for  inflance,  to  put  the  cafe  in  the  leaf!  invidious 
light  I  can,  Some  of  your  Gentile  converts  cry  up 
Paul,  as  the  apollh;  of  the  uncircumcifion,  and  the  in- 
ftrunicnt  of  their  converfion,  (chap,  iv  15.}  and  others 
are  as  fond  of  A polios,  as  an  eloquent  and  fervent  preacher, 

{ /Ills  xviii.24,25  }  who  watered  the  feed  which  PiWhad 
Town  among  you,  (chap.  iii.  6.)  and  others  of  you  that 
are  converts  from  Judai/m,  are  all  for  Peter.,  as  the 
apoltic  of  the  circumcifion ;  and  fo-ye  federally  put 
your  own  applauded  miniflers  in  t(»e  pl.tce  of  Chrift 
liimfelf,  as  if  they  were  your  Lord*  and  Saviours, 
and  at  the  fame  time  rejcll  others  with  from,  as  if 
they  were  not  to  be  regarded  at  all ;  And  others  of 
you  pretend  to  be  fo  much  for  Chrijl  alone,  as  to  de- 
i'pife  ail  means  and  injlruments,  even  his  apo files  and 
moft  eminent  fcrvants  themfclvss,  together  with  hie 
word  and  ordinances,  as  difpenfed  by  du-m  ;  and  to 
be  fo  immediately  under  the  teachings  of  his  Spirit,  as 
to  need  no  otherinftru&or. 

13  But,  to  convince  you  of  the  unrcafonablenefs 
vidrf;  wwVaui  and  ahfurdity  of  all  this,  let  me  firft  a(k  thofc  of  you, 

cruej.  that  pretend  to  be  fo  much  for  Chrijl ,  as  to  he  above  all 
gofpel  miniflratiotis  and  ordinances.  Is  the  perfon  *■,( 
Chrifl  to  be  feparated  from  his  oiftces i  or  his  o dices 
from  his  way  of  executing  them  by  the  mini  dry  of  his 
fer rants  ?  Is  he  divided  from  Paul,  Jpellot,  or  Cephas, 
or  any  other  of  his  faithful  miniiters,  whom  he  has 
promised  to  be  with  to  the  end  of  the  worid  l  Are  they 
nor  all  embarked  in  the  fame  glorious  caufc  of  Chrili  ? 
and  don’t  they  ail  preach  by  his  authority,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  wiil,  as  the  Head  and  Saviour  of  the  whole 
church  r  Or  arc  his  gracious  communications,  by  the 


* 
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for  you? 
or  we*t  yt  bap¬ 
tized  in  ihc  name 
r>t  J'aul  ? 


14  F thank  God, 
(har  I  baptized 
none  of  you,  but 
Crirpus  and 
Giiins : 


1  f  Left  any 
ftvnild  fay  that  I 
Jwd  baptized  in 
mine  ovo  name* 


itf  And  t  Mp* 
tized 


Spirit,  t q  be  fcparated  from  the  meant  of  bis  own  ap~ 
poimment  for  conveying  them  ?  Is  not  a  whole  Chrift, 
in  every  view  of  him,  to  bp  received  according  to  the 
revelation  he  has  made  of  himfclf  by  any  of  bis  fer* 
vants  to  you  ?  And  permit  me  to  alk  tbofe  of  you, 
that  let  up  one  or  another  minifter  as  your  Head,  in- 
Head  of  Chrift|  and  run  down  all  others.  Is  Patti  to  be 
extolled  by  one  party,  Jpofhs  by  another,  and  Peter  by 
a  third,  in  rbe  leaft  competition  with  Chrift  ?  I  would, 
to  prevent  envy,  cxpoftulate  this  cafe  a  little  with  you, 
as  to  myfclf?  Did  Paul  die  to  make  atonement  for 
your  (ins?  Or  were  ye  baptized  by  the  authority,  and 
into  the  faith,  worth  ip,  and  obedience  of  Paul,  that 
ye  (hotdd  be  difciplcs  to  him,  and  dedicated  to  his  fer- 
vice  ?  Or  were  ye  not  therein  confjgned  over  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  himfclf,  as  being  baptized  in  bis  name? 

14  For  my  own  part,  fince  fuch  faftions  are  formed 
among  you,  to  the  di  (honour  of  Cbrift’s  name,  I  eflrem 
it  a  hind  difpofal  of  Providence,  and  heartily  blefs 
God  for  it,  that  though  I  planted  the  church  at  Corinth, 
as  the  inftrumcm  of  their  converfion,  (chap*  lit*  6,—  io.) 
yer  1  adminiftered  the  ordinance  of  bnptifm,  with  mine 
own  bands,  to  none  of  them,  except  two  perfons  of 
note  ;  cne  was  Crifpui ,  the  chief  ruler  of  a  JtwiJb  fy- 
nagogue  in  your  city,  {Afls  xviii*  8*)  which  (hews  that 
I  am  no  party  man  for  the  Gentiles,  in  oppofmon  to  the 
Jews  ;  and  the  other  was  the  JiofpirabJe  well-known 
Gains*  (See  the  note  on  Rom*  xvi*  33.) 

15  I  refleft  with  great  pleafure  and  tbankfulnefs  to 
God,  on  this  circumftance  of  my  miniftrarions  among 
you;  left,  had  I  perfonally  baptized  any  confiderable 
number  of  you,  and  particularly  of  thofe  who  now,  full 
fore  againft  my  will,  make  me  the  head  of  their  party, 
any  (hould  have  taken  occafion  from  thence  to  fuggeft, 
that  I  had  fet  up  myfclf,  afted  by  mine  own  authority, 
and  bound  them  by  that  ordinance  to  acknowledge  me 
for  their  Matter  and  Lord*  A  thought  which  I  utterly 
deleft,  how  much  foever  £bme  of  your  new  favourite 
teachers  may  aim  at  fuch  a  ch  a  rafter,  and  glory  in  their 
dominion  over  your  faith  and  consciences, 

16  But,  (*)  upon  farther  recolieftion  %  I  mud  add, 

1  that 


NOTE*  . 

*  A Si  the  apoftlc  was  nut,  like  tmr  Lord*  sin  need  of  his  bcirg  under  immediate  infpi- 
at  all  times*  inH  jn  a.Ji  cafes,  u::der  infallible  ration  In  rtciiinjj  it.  But  fince  he  ezvc  no* 
influence,  he  intimates  that  Ivc  mentioned  titt  clut  be  fpukc  this  Kartly  upon  his  own 
ihcie  iinoii  hi*  own  memory;  mxd  as  it  memory  l  ani  fince,  as  many  think,  be 
Ijttlc  moment,  whether  be  were  erit^  (chap,  vr*  n,  1$ *)  carefully  dtftiugiiUhfd 
caily  ckafl  in  the  precifc  number  of  tbofe  what  he  r rented  ih<  from  vhar  he 

Wbem  he  had  perfooaliy  i  apiized,  there  vras  delivered  u  his  ewe  vpff  hgd cS 

Suited' 
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tittd  life  the 
houlbold  of  Ste¬ 
phanas:  befides  I 
know  not  whether 
T  baptized  any  o- 
:hcr. 


it  For  Chrift 
lent  me  not  to 
baptize,  but  to 
preach  tbo 
pel ;  not  with 
wiftknn  of  words, 
left  ihe  erofs  of 
Chrift  toon  Id  be 
jrule  of  none  of* 


r®  For  the 
preaching  of  the 
trail  is  ra  them 
(hat 


that  I  did  alfo  baptize  f  the  family  of  $ttphana$%  which 
were  the  fir  ft  fruits  of  Jchaia%  (chap,  xvi-  15.)  Befides 
thefe,  and  the  two  before-mentioned,  I  don’t  remem* 
her  that  I  ever  baptized  ,  at  Corinth,  any  other  peifon 
whatfoever. 

17  Kor  though  baptizing  is  included  in  the  powers 
with  which  I  am  intruded,  {Matth,  xsviiu  19.)  yet  the 
principal  office,  for  which  Chrift  qualified  and  com* 
mifConed  me,  as  anapoftie,  was  not  tofpend  my  time 
in  that  fort  of  fervietr,  which  might  as  well  be  per* 
formed  by  an  ordinary  mmifter;  but  it  was  to  publifh 
the  glad  tidings  of  iaivatjon,  through  him,  as  a  Re¬ 
deemer,  in  all  its  rxtent  and  glory,  where-ever  I  come, 
according  to  what  is  made  known  by  revelation  to  me; 
And,  even  in  dtfeharging  this  moll  important  part  of 
my  com  million,  I  do  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  (hews  that 
I  have  no  aim  at  fetting  up  myfelf;  or  of  recommend* 
ing  the  gofrel,  by  dreffing  it  out  with  human  elo¬ 
quence,  and  flowers  of  rhetoric  ;  or  by  endeavouring 
to  adjuft  it  to  the  maxims  of  philofophy,  or  to  the  cor¬ 
rupt  notions  of  high  pretenders  to  reafon  and  learning: 
No,  1  have  (tudioufly  avoided  every  thing  of  that  kind, 
left  the  native  majefty,  fimpltcity,  and  glory  of  tbe 
d  oft  rule  of  3  crucified  Saviour,  (hould  be  debated,  and 
tarmfhed  by  fitch  pompous  artificial  colours,  3$  arc  dif¬ 
ag  re  cable  to  its  humbling  nature  and  defign  ;  and  left 
irs  efficacy  fnuuld  be  defeated,  either  by  God's  being  dlf- 
pleaftd  at  this  uufuitabie  fray  of  preaching  if,  and  To 
with- holding  his  blcfling  from  it  j  or  by  a  vain  conceit, 
as  though  its  fuccefs  depends,  not  on  its  own  naked 
undifguifed  evidence  and  authority,  attended  with  a 
divine  power  in  the  heart  and  confcience,  but  on  the 
oratorical  and  perfmGre  arts  of  him  that  difpenfes  if* 

18  For  the  plain  preaching  of  falvation  through  that 
JefuS,  who  died  an  ignominious  death,  and  bore  our 
fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we.  might  live 
for  ever,  is  To  far  from  comporting  with  the  precoiu 

ceived 


NOTES* 

iniiirl  nttrfj  to  bt  fdihfnU  iii  letting  us  know  therefore  frems  that  i1«  houfhoU  of  Sfepba* 
when  he  was,,  anil  when  he  yoi  irfpirrd,  /tai  were  baptized,  not  on  the  fool  ol  God’s 
in  nhat  he  wri.-ic;  we  m;y  Safely  c-^vcjum  with  believers  and  their  tfJ,  as  «c 

[hat  whenever  he  g*ve  no  hi  eh  i  nunvarion  or  are  naturally  led  to  under  (land  it,  when  hnp- 
diftinfttan,  wliut  he  laid  was  l>y  divine  an-  lining  peribns  and  thdr  biuficltist  or  all  u*cir$f 
tbur^r  and  tnforrratton,  which  tittcndi'd  to  is  m^nUaiied  together;  but  that  the  family  of 
all  tbe  truths  of  the  gofpel  that  he  w.is  to  AVtpktm  were  all  adult  he lieve rs*  and  lb  were 
cieiivtr  10  the  churches  Eui  fee  the  n^tecii  bn  pitted  upon  their  cwn  pcdbnal  pr-frtfion 
chap*  vii*  10*  of  faith  in  Chrift,  Accordingly  this  houf* 

+  This  is  the  orly  place,  a*  far  as  I  find,  hold,  or  houfc  of  Stephen*^  arc  fpolcji  <  f, 
in  all  the  New  Teftjnien\  th  t  fynks  of  (ebap.  xvl  JJ_)  as  ibi  tirfi-fh uis  tf  A  ;:uizt 
kr^rizFfljf  /ie  whh-  tu  auv  notice  ti-  and  a\  tfctjijeives  to  tU  vk-a;* 

keil  oi  Uiptiting  the  Ije-d  ti’  the  frjiiiiy.  It  vf  the  fiiitfi* 


I  o  The  Tirfi  Epiftle  to  the  Corint  hi  an  s  paraphrafieL  Cb.  i. 


that  perifli  fool* 
ifhoefs:  butantu 
ux  wIt:£K  arc  dir* 
d  itu  the  power 
ot  CJwL 


vp  "For  k  it 
written,  I  will 
dcrtnpy  the  wif- 

doffl  of  the  «ifct 
and  will  bring  to 
nothing  the  uo- 
derftindiDgof  Lbc 

prudent. 


iq  Where  is 
the  *ife  ?  where 
U  the  ftribc  ? 

where 


ceived  opinions  of  natural  men  ;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  indeed  (^:i)  all  folly,  abfurdiry,  and  defpicable 
nonfenCe,  in  the  account  of  them  that  are  in  a  loft  and 
perilling  ftate,  in  the  way  to  endlefs  perdition  $  and 
that  living  and  dying  in  unbelief,  mull  penfh  eternally 
for  their  reje&ing  it ;  But  to  us,  whofe  eyes  are  fpiri- 
tnally  enlightened,  and  who  are  brought  into  a  ftatc  of 
filiation  through  faith  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  (hall 
be  effectually  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and 
advanced  to  heavenly  glory  by  him  ;  this  defpifed  doc¬ 
trine  appears  to  us  to  be  every  way  worthy  of  God,  as 
the  divine  power  iVas  illuftrtoufly  manifefted  in  ftrengtb- 
ening  and  upholding  the  Saviour  under  all  his  atoning 
fufferings,  and  in  railing  him  from  the  dead  ;  in  at¬ 
tending  the  naked  preaching  of  thefe  great  truths,  wiih 
victorious  energy  upon  our  fouls,  to  captivate  us  to  the 
obedience  of  Chritt  s  and  in  making  them  an  effectual 
means,  in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  Spiiit,  to  relieve 
us  under  all  our  weaknefles  and  difeourage  merits,  and 
to  carry  us  through  all  oppofition  and  danger,  from 
within  anti  from  without,  to  the  inheritance  of  them 
that  are  fanflUied,  ( A3 s  xx.  3  2 .) 

19  This  is  a  fcheme  far  fuperior,  and  even  puzzling 
and  confounding,  to  all  the  learning  of  this  world  ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  is  recorded  of  the  wife  men  among  the 
Je w  in  former  ages,  and  is  applicable  to  the  prefent 
difpenfation,  [Ifa.  xxix*  14.)  where  God  fays,  I  will 
defeat  the  contrivances  of  the  nioft  knowing  and  fuga¬ 
cious  men  ;  and  will  quite  baffle  and  difap point  the  in¬ 
ventions  and  notions  of  the  mol  learned  and  rational 
of  mankind,  by  rendering  them  ail  imiFefluaJ  to  fal- 
vation,  and  by  bringing  in  another  method  of  obtain¬ 
ing  it,  dire&Ly  contrary  to  what  they  would  have  ima¬ 
gined. 

20  This  is  fo  amazingly  verified  and  demon ftrated, 

in  God’s  way  of  giving  life  to  guilty  and  dead  linnets 
by  his  crucified  Son,  that,  according  to^  the  challenge 
made  in  another  part  of  Old  Tcftariftbu  prophecy, 
{Ifa.  xxxiiL  18.)  we  may  fummon  alt  the  men  of  pride, 
and  of  fame  for  wifdom  and  fcience,  among  both  Jews 
and  GtntiUij  and  fay,  Where  is  the  learned  philofo* 
pher  among  the  Greeks*  who  boafts  of  his  wifdom,  as 
fuperior  to  all  that  is  known  in  other  nations  ?  Where 
is  the  feribe,  or  learned  man  and  ruler  among  ;he 
JeviSi  who  makes  the  higheft  pretences  to  knowledge 
and  judicial  power,  with  refpeft  to  the  and 

the  traditions  of  the  elders?  Where  is  the  man,  be  he 
jevt  or  Gcntil*)  who  delights  fpeculatioa  and  con- 

troverfy 


where  is  i he  dif~ 
pmcf  of  this 
wotJd?  hath  not 
God  made  fool- 
ifli  the  wiftkun  of 
UfU  world  i 
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troverfy,  and  takes  a  great  deal  of  pride  in  disputing, 
either  about  queflions  of  the  la1*}  or  about  .tbe  nature 
and  reafbns  of  things  ?  Let  either,  or  all  of  thefe, 
produce  their  fchemes  ;  and  fee  whether  there  be  fuch 
a  fure  foundation  for  a  firmer* s  hope  toward  (rod  in  any 
of  them,  as'the  goljpel  difcovers,  aiid  the  believer  finds, 
in  the  propiriatory  death  -and  facrifice  of  Chrilt,  And 
what  is  become  Of  perfons  of  thele  characters  who 
were  famous  in  their  day  ?  Gouhl  all  their  darling  no¬ 
tions  fare  them  in  the  eternal  ftate  they  are  gone  to  ? 
Has  not  God  put  a  difgrace  upon  all  the  wifdom  of  the 
nien  of  this  world,  and  (hewn  their  (cherries,  for  ap¬ 
pealing  the  offended  Deity,  and  reconciling  guilty  fin* 
ners  to  him,  to  be  Tain,  fooliflj,  and  tnefFe&ual  ?  What 
have  they  been  able  to  fix  upon,  after  all  their  attempts 
of  this  fort,  that  their  con  faiences'  coaid  reft  in,  and 
and  be  farisned  'with  ?  Or  could  any  of  them  ever  have 
hit  upon  this  wonderful-  difeovery,  which  God  has 
made  in  the  Gofpel,  for  the  pardon  and  falvation  of  loft 
Tinners  by  Jcfus  Cbnft?  No,  far  from  it: 

2i  For  fihee  r*f)  it  was  ordered,  in  the  wife 
difpofals  of  the  holy  God,  that  by  the  difplays  which 
are  made  of  his  infinite  wifdom,  and  orher  perfections, 
in  the  works  of- creation  and  providence  *,  and  in  the 
notices  he  gave  of  himfelf  under  former  difpenfations, 
the  men  of  this  world,  by  all  their  own  observations 
and  refleflions  upon  them,  or  by  their  pretended  wif- 
dom  in  The  excrcife  of  their  rational  faculties,  did  not 
attain  to  fuch  .a  knowledge  of  God,  as  might  lead  them 
into  juft  and  fatisfying  fentiments  about  the  way  of 
their  falvation  j  It  then  pleafed  God,  of  his  own  mere 
grace,  dearly  to  introduce  another  fcheme,  which  they 
never  thought  of,  and  which,  in  the  account  of  unbe¬ 
lievers,  that  periih,  is  foolilhnefs,  (ver.  18.)  and  that 
is  the  plain  preaching  cf  a  crucified  Chrift,  and  of  the 
way  of  life  and  happinefs  alone  through  him,  which 
God  makes  eilcctual  to  the  falvation  of  all  thole,  who 
by  faith  receive  him, 

21  For,  to  lliew  what  contempt  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles ,  through  the  depravity  of  nature,  call  on  this 
fort  of  preaching  *,  even  the  carnal  Jews  tbemfclvcs, 

who 

NOTES. 

*  Since  the  apoftb  keeps  bis  eye  upon  both 
TVwj  and  Gtufiks  in  trie  prtcedin^  and  fid* 
lowing  verfes,  it  ieems  u« 


n  For  afrrr 
that,,  in  the  wif¬ 
dom  of  God,  the 
world  by  wiidocn 
knew  \+ot  Gad,  it 
pleafed  God  by 
the  foolilhnefs  of 
y reaching  to  fcive 
them  that  bs> 


*1  For  tke  Jews 
require 


derOjnd  him,  ai  dcdxig  to  in  rh:s  vnJl'j  and 
therefore  l  have  hrci^ht  in  the  r.otkvju  thit 
God  has  given  of  himfeif  unir-T  former 
pen  returns,  a*  wui  **  m  the  ^voriw  of  CftAUun 
aud  providence* 


f  A*  the  words  (<^1^  >«*)  may  joflly  he 
rendered  J-V  euwi,  cv  F»rvi.ih^  J  have  jjivcfl 
them  an  anfa'erabJe  turn  in  the  juraphnfe, 
which,  J  think,  rmkrj  a  much  better  and 
toiler  connexion  of  this  verfr  with  the  tent, 
ihi:si  if,  with  Mr  L^ckcor  Dr  l Vksibft  we  were \o 
trenflMCthtm,  S:*tt  alfi*  or  $cfb :  Fur 
i  uwu  that,  aoewd:;.;'  10  this  coo  ft  ruction,  I 
"  don't 
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inquire  align,  and 
the  GrecJt*  fcek 
after  vifcjom : 


j^Butvepmrh 
Chrut  ctmifictl, 
unto  the  jcwi  a 
tumbling  block, 
and  unto  the 
Greek*  '  fooli A  - 
fiefs ; 


14  But  DFU° 
them  which  atc 
called,  both  Jew* 
anil  Greek  ^  T  Ch  n  (1 
tU 


who  have  been  favoured  with  the  oracles  of  God,  arc 
lo  perverfdy  obftinare,  that,  after  all  the  divine  con¬ 
firmations,  which  have  been  given  of  the  gofpe),  by 
evident  accomplifhments  of  many  antieut  prophecies 
of  the  Meffiah  in  our  Jefus,  and,  by  various  undoubt* 
ed  miracles,  they  unreasonably  infill  on  having  fame 
further  and  more  immediate  fign  from  heaven,  juft  in 
their  own  way,  and  according  to  their  own  humour,  to 
make  them  believe  it,  [M&tth* xii*  38.  and  Lukexi.  i6,) 
And  the  learned  among  the  CentileSf  fuch  as  their  ce¬ 
lebrated  Greek  philofophera,  are  fo  conceited  of  thrir 
own  abilities,  and  great  attainments  in  faience,  that 
they  require  an  explication  and  demonftratfan  of  its 
grand  article,  relating  to  the  way  of  eternal  life,  thro* 
a  crucified  Jefus,  from  principles  of  natural  reafon,  to 
fatisfy  them  about  it. 

23  But  we,  who  are  intruded  with  its  mimflry,  not 
regarding  any  of  ihcfe  corrupt'  prejudices*  proclaim  a 
crucified  Chrift,  and  falvation  alone  through  him,  with 
great  pJainnefsof  fpeech  \  which  is  indeed  (,»«**«******) 
an  offence  to  the  Jews ,  whofe  heads  are  fo  full  of 
wrong  notions  about  a  temporal  Saviour,  that  they 
cannot  tell  how  to  relifh,  or  receive  the  Redeemer 
from  fin  and  wrath,  who  appeared  among  them  in  a 
low  (fate  and  condition,  and  was  at  length  brought  to 
the  ignominious  death  of  the  crofs  ;  but  they  (tumble 
at  him,  and  fall,  to  their  own  perdition,  in  rejecting 
him:  And  oflr  doctrine  concerning  him  is  io  Hrtie 
calculated  to  footh  and  gratify  the  pride,  curioGty,  and 
cum  a  I  reafonings  of  the  Gentiles  y  cfpecially  of  the  po¬ 
liter  fort  of  them,  fuch  as  the  Greeks ,  that  they  think 
it  all  folly,  and  (tupid  uonfenfe,  to  imagine  that  a  glo~ 
nous  life  of  immortality  and  blcflednefs,  fhould  ever 
be  brought  to  innumerable  multitudes  of  tranfgreflbrs, 
through  faith  in  the  Ihameful  death  of  one,  who  was 
publicly  condemned,  and  executed  as  a  malefactor* 

24  But  whatfoever  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  forts  o£ 
people  think  of  it,  and  how  much  foever  they  may  he 
offended  at,  or  may  defpifeand  ridicule  it ;  This  very 
doctrine  of  faWation,  through  a  crucified  Jefus  appears, 
and  approves  ltfelf,  to  be  full  of  all  divine  wifdom  and 
power,  to  them  that  are  cffeftually  called,  whether  they 
be  Jew  or  Gentiles  /  They  fee  the  infinite  power  of 
God,  in  carrying  the  Redeemer  through  his  terrible 

fuffc- 


NOTE. 

don’t  fee  the  force  of  the  apoftle’s  reafnniag,  how,  Bad  we  preach  Chnfi  crttdficdy  an- 

nor  cao  icaroe  make  fenfe  of  it,  in  this  uid  fuTrs'to  Jtntt  Uth*  or  fixer  atf?  the  rt* 

the  three  following  varies;  nor  wodertUnd  $ain  rf  ftti  tfitr 
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ttapomofGodi, 
t!>*  wiidrai 
of  God. 


if  PK:nft:ih£ 
fiw>tifhiJtf\ofGod 
is',vi?V  ihanm:n; 
and  the  wcikucfe 
a!' find  is  flroi:g- 
er  :hao  men. 


fufieritigt  and  death,  when  he  made  his  foul  an  offer* 
ing  for  6n  ;  and  in  raifing  bint  again  from  the  dead  $ 
yea,  they  fee  its  mighty  operation,  not'only  in  the  nu¬ 
merous  miracles  tbat  are  wrought  to  confirm  all  this  j 
but  like  wife  in  its  happy  effects  upon  themfelves,  and 
others,  to  turn  them  from  their  iniquities  to  God: 
And  they  behold  adorable  -wifdom,  in  the  conftitution 
of  the  perfoo  of  Chrift  God-mail,  and  in  the  contri¬ 
vance  of  God  to  fecure  and  exalt  the  united  and  har¬ 
monious  glory  of  all  his  attributes,  together  with  the 
rights  of  his  law  and  government,  in  full  confiftency 
with  the  free  pardon,  jufttfication,  and  eternal  falvation 
of  loft  tinners,  through  the  death  of  his  only  begotten 
Son,  in  their  nature,  and  in  their  room  and  (lead. 

25  For  that,  which  in  the  falfe,  blind,  and  pre¬ 
judiced  opinion  of  the  men  of  this  world,  is  deemed 
the  greateft  lolly,  with  refpeft  to  God’s  way  and  work, 
in  this  method  of  falvation,  infinitely  excels  the  utmoit 
wifdom  of  all  the  boafted  rational  fchemes  of  the  moft 


it  Far  ye.  tee 

T*4ir  calling,  hrt- 
thren,  bow  that 

ni/t 


prudent,  fagacious,  and  learned  men  upon  earth  :  And 
that  which  they  boldly  and  impioufly  cenfure,  as  weak 
and  inefie&ual  to  anfwer  its  end,  efpectally  by  fuch 
mean  inftruments  as  are  employed  to  preach  rhe  gofpel, 
is  found,  by  undeniable  experience,  to  be  attended 
with  tbe  greateft  energy,  for  deftroying  the  interetts  of 
fin  and  Satan,  and  making  a  holy  change  upon  the 
heart  and  life,  incomparably  beyond  all  that  ever  was 
done,  or  can  be  pretended  to  be  done,  by  tbe  power  of 
any  natural  principles  in  men,  to  change  their  own 
hearts  \  or  by  the  moft  forcible  arts  of  perfuafion,  or 
exertions  of  human  authority,  to  change  the  hearts  of 
others  ;  And  this  is  brought  to  pafs  among  fuch  per- 
fons,  and  by  fach  inftruments,  as  may  bed  (hew,  that 
the  excellency  cf  the  pouter  is  of  God,  and  not  of  man , 
(a  Cor.  iv.  y.) 

36  For,  my  Chtiftian  brethren,  whether  ye  be  of 
Je&ifb  or  Gentile  extradf,  ye  experimentally  know,  and 
may  eafily  obfetve,  what  fort  of  perfens  they  are  among 
you,  whom  God  has  efFe&ually  called  by  his  grace,  to 
be  partakers  of  all  fpiritual  and  faring  blelfings,  thro’ 
a  crucified  Redeemer  *  ;  and  pray  take  notice  bow  evi¬ 
dently 


NOTE. 


*  Tour  at/liaj  ftem*  plainly  to  mean  Atir 
e/etlual  cailinf,  for  it  refer.;  back  to  wim 
w*i  f.kl,  ,er  14.  of  C  It.  ill’'  being  thf  pi,wer 
t!  < *uJ trf  Ofijeo-:  ./Git  to  th,  n.  tiit  ,ire 
ititid ;  and,  ver.  iB.  h  Atm  th?<  ere 
id  oppofttios  tc  thole  to  wIhiri  the  p/wctiing 
of  Cltfilt  crcxiacd  yes  a  p/o.  k  cttJ 


fottijharj r,  ver.  1 3.  and  who  m  fpolen  of  a* 
Aem  that  ponjb,  ver.  18.  fn  tint  they  were 
externally  called  hy  the  "oipd,  A*  *<  o- 
thsrt;  and  it  could  not  be  AM  m  that  re- 
fpeft,  thw  net  tunny  tstft  nra  after  fit  fitft, 
&e.  flrr  tailed:  And  it  »of  the  fame  pc.'K'na, 
whale cai'uic  it  here  iV.ijica  of,  thet  ihsap- 

fteb 
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not  many  wife 
men  after  the 
fldb*  ruK  many 
migbr^notroany 
ttobk^ri  caikd* 


'  *7  But  God 
bath  diofen  the 
Eoolifh  things  of 
the  world  io  con* 
found  che  wife; 

and 


dentfy  it  appears,  by  undeniable  fa£U,  that  though 
there  are  fome  men  of  eminence  for  natural  parts  and 
learning,  high  fHtion  and  figure  in  this  world,  that 
are  brought  under  the  faving  power  of  gofpcl  grace,  to 
fliew  that  it  is  not  limited  to  any  particular  ranks  of 
people,  and  that  the  gufpeMchemc  of  falvation  is  fo 
far  from  being  in  itfclf  contemptible  and  foolrfh,  that 
the  wifdt  and  greatelt  men  on  earth  may  fee  a  furpaf* 
Gng  excellence  and  glory  in  it,  to  recommend  it  to  their 
judgment  and  choke ;  yet,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
God’s  difpeniations,  he  docs  not  make  this  defpifed 
doctrine  effectual  to  the  convejTion  and  fal  ration  of  any 
great  cumber  of  periods  of  fuperior  rank  in  this  world; 
not  of  thofe,  who,  like  the  Greek  philosophers,  are  fa* 
mo  us  for  their  bright  genius,  and  targe  compafs  of  lu 
terature,  and  are  counted  the  wind  men  of  this  world; 
nor  of  thole,  who,  like  the  JewtJb  feribes,  arc  men  of 
power  and  influence;  nor  of  thofe,  who  are  of  high 
birth  and  parentage,  and,  like  the  Ifracliiifb  nation, 
pride  themfclves  in  being  the  defendants  of  noble  an* 
ceJtors,  and  look  upob  all  others  as  the  bafe  people  of 
the  earth  :  Not  many  of  either  of  thefe  forts  of  people 
are  favingly  called;  and  the  like  may  be  faid  of  thofe 
whom  God  employs,  as  ministers,  in  calling  them  by 
the  gofpeb 

27  But,  on  the  contrary,  God,  in  his  infinitely  wife, 
holy,  and  fovereign  way  of  procedure,  has  more  gene* 
rally  chofert,  :w:  appears  by  their  calling,  (2  Pet  i-  10.) 
perfons  *  of  contemptible  characters,  according  to  hu¬ 
man  ways  of  reckoning:  He,  in  oppofirion  to  the 
.Greek  philofophers,  (*er.  20,)  has  chofcn  men  of  mean 
abilities,  as  to  natural  parts  and  learned  accomplifii- 
ments,  who  are  often  defpifed  as  fools,  especially  on 
account  of  their  embracing  Chrift  and  the  gofpei ;  he 
has  chofen  fuch  as  thefe,  («<*  to  make  the 

men  of  learning  afliamed  of  their  own  fchemes,  as  in* 
fu  flic  lent  to  produce  the  holy  and  happy  effefls  which 
are  wrought  upon  thefe,  by  means  of  the  doctrines  of 
Chrift:  And,  in  oppolition  to  the  feribes,  (ver.  20.) 


NOTES. 


file  ver*  30.  Cbifl  wai  wait  unto  tbtm 
tirif.bm  and  and  jicstfan  and 

Ttdf/nplsQi:  t  vwicb  can  no;  bo  iaid  uf  any  hoc 
thofe  that  arc  faTingly  called.  Theie  conii- 
derationi,  together  with  the  propriety  of  the 
expreflion,  war  zttth:?,  and  the  councftson 
ift  which  it  ftands  with  the  piveedin;*  nod  fol¬ 
lowing  v  eries*  fliew  that  the  ca/ffcg  here  men¬ 
tioned*  relates  rather  to  the  petfonr  that  vtre 
caUtd,  than  to  thofe  that  were  employed  ns 
in  caking  iM&f,  I-Iairtvcr*  as  It  is 
protaMc  that  [he  :t pottle  might  alfo  have  an 


oMiqnc  rifw  to  the  cbartflrr  of  thoie  that 
p reach  the  k»:VJ,  i  have  added  that  Ecnfe  In 
the  pinphn't;.  And  a?  the  verb  (£irT.-h) 
which  h  rendered  ye  fc Li  of  the  jtt dilative 
and  imperative  mood,  X  haw  taken  is  the 
fjjTOC'Jt'  both  thofe  figntficatiop*. 

*  A'  iii  the  f«rcgo^"verfetheapoftlcrpoke 
of  ptrfmsj  fobytHe;^h^i,  which  he  here, 
and  in  ihc  next  eerie,  cv.prcilc*  in  the  neater 
yerder,  in  oppottyon  to  them*  he  evidently 
means  pcrfwi  toes  and  the  nature  of  his  ar¬ 
gument  obliges  ua  xb  t<J  ucderttaod  him. 


jr*i  God  lutli 
choTeo  the  weak 
tlun£»  of  the 
v  otLJ  to  ™- 
t'innd  the  ttainps 
which  arc 
^ ; 


3$  And  bale 
things  of  the 
Morid,  and  tbirgs 
which  arc  defpit- 
dk  h»th  C(h1 
ch^cn,  y fa,  and 
things  which  arc 
nolf  to  bring  to 
nought  things 
that  arc: 
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and  other  men  of  temporal  grandeur  and  authority* 
God  has  cbofen  perfoos  of  taw  drcumltances*  and  little 
intereft  and  influence  in  the  world,  to 'make  the  great 
ones  of  the  earth  alhamed  (***  Gf  their  pride 

and  folly*  and  vain  attempts  againft  the  gofpel,  while 
they  fee  its  power  exemplified  in  perfons,  fo  much  in* 
ferior  in  external  advantages  to  tbemfclves  ;  and  that 
in  defiance  of  all  their  power  to  fupprefs  them. 

23  And  God  has  cbofen  perfons  of  mean  birth,  as 
to  earthly  parentage,  (*r<w*)  and  perfons  that  are  reck¬ 
oned  the  moft  defpicahle  of  all  others  upon  earth*  even 
the  Gentiles  themfelres  f,  who  formerly  were  not  his 
people,  and  are  deemed  by  the  proud  Jewsy  as  worth 
nothing  at  all :  he  has  made  choice  even  of  thefe*  that 
he  might  abolifh  (tv*  the  church  ftate  of  the 

Jcwty  and  their  amient  prerogatives*  who  all  dong 
hitherto  have  been  the  peculiar  people  of  God;  and 
who,  as  they  vainly  boa  ft,  are  the  only  people  of  true 
nobility,  and  in  favour  with  him.  He  has  taken  this 
method*  in  the  difpenfattons  of  his  grace*  to  pour  con¬ 
tempt  upon  all  tbefes 

29  Thar  none  who  dwell  in  frail  and  mortal  flefti, 
whether  they  be  Jews  or  GentiUsy  might  have  any  pre¬ 
tence  to  glory  in  their  natural  parts*  learning,  and  ac¬ 
complishments*  or  external  privileges  of  any  kind  ;  or 
to  vaunt  and  extol  themfclves  in  the  nrefence  of  God* 
whatever  they  do  before  men*  as  if  there  were  any 
thing  in  themfelves  to  render  them  the  objefts  of  his 
favour,  or  to  make  them  wife  to  falvation*  either  by 
any  methods  of  their  own  deviling,  or  by  any  ability 
in  themfeives  to  improve  the  gofpel  for  that  purpofe* 
better  than  ochers. 

30  But*  on  the  contrary*  God  by  a  mere  a£t  of  his 
own  gracious  and  fovereign  will*  and  not  on  account 
of  any  excellence  in  yourfelves,  has  chofien  and  called 
you  (ver*  26,  27*)  in  Chrift*  the  great  Head  of -the 
church*  and  has  united  you  to  him*  and  blefted  you 
with  all  fpiriaid  bleflings  of  an  heavenly  nature  in  him, 
(Epb.  L  3*  4,)  who  has  brought  in  a  complete  fal ration 
to  us  that  are  eflcftudly  called,  (ver.  24-};  a  falvation 
every  way  anfwerable  to  nil  our  wants*  bow  footilh* 
weak*  bafe*  and  defpifable  foever  we  be  in  ourfelves, 

or 

N  o  T  E, 


tp  Thai  no 
ihth  ihuuli)  ftlvrjr 
\u  his  preface* 


30  Rut  Of  lllTYl 
sft  jre  in  Chrirt 
JViirc,  who  of 
God  u  made  un¬ 
to 


]•  This  fee nts  to  be  a  (Ufcrlpiitm  of  tl « 
f'fntiln,  whom  the  Jew  always  of 

the  utmoft  contempt,  and  uifd  ro  call, 
tiwi  teal  en  nett  as  in  the  apocryphal  Efihcr 
iv.  11.  and  PJStnt  vh  5 <5 *  S7-  And  tbcapo- 
Ule,  /peaking  of  the  Korn,  iv*  17. 

f,:yf,  Vsd&iih  fef*  tbiw*  ---  ic  t>c!& 


they  t vert*  (See  Dr  Whitby'*  and  Mr  LcckEs 
nojer,)  And  this  is  ac  ar^umcct  with  me, 
that  the  apoflle  here  ipeaks>  not.merely  of 
God's  choofir.g  cal!:nj>  perform  iq  the 
miDtftry,  hut  to  the  privileges  and  hiefling, 
of  the  goiptl,  nhkh  the  GentiUi  were  made 
partakers  of,  to  the  rrWiion  of  rhe  Jews* 
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tons wt/3om,antt  or  ;n  tfoe  opinion  of  others;  Infomuch,  that  by  the 
SSS’S  ordination  of  God,  and  by  hie  feitlement  of  the  gof- 
ralcmpikm pel  plan,  he  has  made  Chrift  to  be  Wifdom  to  ns,  as  he 
is  the  great  prophet  of  the  church,  In  whom  are  hid 
all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  for  enlight¬ 
ening  and  guiding  us  by  his  word  and  fpiru  :  God  has 
like  wife  ordained  Chrift  to  be  rigbteovfnefs.  to  us,  ashe 
is  the  Lord  our  righreouftiefc  *,  who,  by  his  obedience 
and  fufferings  unto  death,  has  fatiifird  the  law  and  ju- 
fticc  in  our  room  and  (lead ;  and  as  this  is  accepted  tor 
us,  and  placed  to  our  account,  through  faith  in  him, 
for  the  rcmilEon  of  oar  fin3,  and  difeharging  us  from 
condemnation,  and  for  justifying  us  hi  the  fight  of 
Gad,  and  giving  us  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life: 
and  fincc  it  does  not  become  the  holy  God  to  take 
away  the  guilt  of  our  fms,  and  at  the  fame  time  leave 
us  under  their  power  and  dominion,  he  has  alfo  made 
Chrift  to  be  fanSHf cation,  as  he  hath  purchafed  all  re¬ 
newing,  quickening,  and  purifying  grace  ;  and  as  all 
the  fprings  of  it  are  in  him,  to  be  communicated  10  us, 
for  making  us  imernaiiy  holy,  by  the  agency  of  his 
fpirit  within  us  :  And  finer,  where  iniquity  is  pardon¬ 
ed  ami  fubdued,  all  its  dreadful  confequ crices  and  ef¬ 
fects  (hall  in  due  time  he  removed,  'God  has  made 
Cbrift  to  be  redemptisn  to  us,  as  he  is  our  great  and 
final  deliverer  from  all  that  is  contemptible  and  mift- 
rable  in  this  world  f,  as  well  as  in  that  to  come  ;  and 
as  he  will  rajCe  our  dead  bodies,  and  make  them  I.ke 
unto  his  own  glorious  body,  by  the  working  of  bis 
mighty  power,  and  fo  complete  our  felicity,  on  the 
foot  of  that  eternal  redemption  which  he  has  obtained 
for  us* 

31  The 

MOTES. 

|  Rjghtr&tfitjs  and  firnFUfintion  ire  evi*  dt mpticn  to  as  i<  ip  2  different  way  from  thi t 
drittly  diftinjuilbed  from  each  other;  and  "  In  vhich  he  if  made  and  findi^ralkm, 

therefore  the  right&ufntfij  her*  mentioned,  as  the  former  h  bp  in  cxicnul  uwk  done 
cannot  tcU:c  to  our  being  made  intensity  fir  uit  aod  ttpta  el,  rather  than  by  an  inter- 
atii  practically  holy,  which  is  the  proper  ual  work  wrought  in  wr* 
idea  of finHi/u:a£ort  y  bur  ;t  rehlrs  to  another  \  Ridcmyiku^  in  the  1  augiinge  of  the  New 
benefit,  and  that  is  jaftifeatifin  by  the  righte-  Tcllament,  often  figures  dehveranee  from 
cufnefsof  Chrift.  To  fuppofe  othcrwiil1,  is  liu  and  «r,ah  by  rhe  prtit  which  Chrift  paid 
to  confound  jaftificJtiott  and  fm£tIfica;ion,  for  if,  Cut  this  fen  ft  of  his  being  Otade  re* 
and  to  make  a  wid?  gap  in  the  apoftle’s  ac~  rirwftJfM,  fcdls  in  with  Ills  beir>2  made  rigkte- 
count  of  the  blelDnga  brought  3n  by  Chrift,  totfiyi  to  u* ;  and  therefore  u  it  is  here  to 
to  the  egdulion  ot  pardon  and  ju  lit  Scat  ion,  be  drftingiiilked  from  ttniy  we  ate  led  to  un- 
i*hich  arc  fundamental  to  alt  the  reft  :  i iai  derihnd  it  of  Ttdtmpma  by  p<nrery  in  virtue 
the  paraph  rale  keeps  up  a  diftmftion  between  of  the  prer,  from  aft  the  evils  of  till*  life, 
all  the  benefits;  and  though  Chriftic  made  ash;  L  xxi*  iS*  and  of  the  rafovf/iks  0/ 
and  jnnBifitefan*  by  rhe  Elions  tht  kdy.  lor  the  confc  ruination  of  cur  £app> 
worktng  of  hjs  fpirir  in  nj,  rh::t  is  no  ar«u-  neft,  a?  :h«  glorinas  mantfc  ft»ion  of  the  tons 
meet  ?  gain  ft  hfs  facing  made  rightetufitfi  10  of  God,  which  tile  apoftle  ipeaks  of,  Ron. 
ns  by  Imputation ;  for  his  being  nude  re-  viiuvj,  p 
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n  of  God  in  thus  providing  all 
that  according  to  the  governing 
gUirth  lit  him  view  of  rbe  gorpel*fcheme»  and  according  to  what  Ja 
fVr  in  dit  recorded  (Jer.  ix.  13*  14*)  for  placing  God  and'erea* 
Lori  tures,  efpecially  (infill  creatures,  in  their  proper  fitua- 

tions,  every  one  that  triumphs  and  rejoice$>  on  account 
of  the  honours  and  blefiinifs  conferred  upon  him,  fhould 
center  all  his  glorying  and  rejoicing  entirely  and  only 
in  the  Lord  Jefus*  and  in  the  free  grace  of  God  the 
Father  through  him,  to  whom  be  glory  .for  ever. 
Amen* 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

With  what  intire  fati&fa&iun  may  we  receive  the  apoftolic  writings  and  doc¬ 
trine,  as  of  divine  authority  i  With  what  reverence  of  God  the  Father  and  one 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  ihoutd  we  aflt  for  grace  and  peace  to  be  extended  to  aH  the 
churches,  which  coniift  gf  credibly  profeffing  faints,  and  to  all  that  religiously 
call  on  the  name  of  Chrift,  their  Lord  and  ours  !  And  with  what  picture  and 
thankfulnefrf  to  God,  fhould  we  reflect  on  the  gifts  aud  graces  that  he  has  befto^- 
rd  upon  them,  as  being  confident  that  they*  who  are  eneftnaUy  called  into  com¬ 
munion  with  Chrift,  (hall  be  confirmed  in  their  preterit  happy  ftate,  and  be  pre¬ 
ferred  Cauhlefs  before  him*  at  his  fecond  coming  3  * Tis  great  pity  that  they,  who 
profefs  to  be  united  in  thefe  fpiritual  privileges  and  eternal  intertills,  foould  not  lie 
lo  in  ail  important  fentiments,  and  ia  heart  and  affection  too  ;  and  it  is  an  exceed¬ 
ing  reproach  upon  them*  when  animofitiei  and  coni cntlons  ante  among  them; 
fume  fctting  up  one  head  of  a  party,  and  others  another,  as  though  thete  had 
been  their  redeemers,  and  they  bad  been  baptized  in  their  names';  and  &>  though 
ail  Chrifl’s  faithful  fervants  were  not  embarked  in  his  common  eante.  But*  t) 
what  a  comfort  is  it,  if  we  are  confeious  to  ourfclvts,  that  we  have  not  encou¬ 
raged,  nor  contributed  to  fuch  mifchievouadivilioils,  like  perfons  that  would  fit 
up  our  own,  or  any  other  name,  in  ft  e  ad  of  Cbrilt’gJ  Ue  is  certainly  worthy  of 
our  higheft  and  deaneft  regards,  when  we  con&4er  him  a$  crucified  for  ns  ;  and 
how  much  fotver  the  do&rine  of  felvation,, through  his  fulferings  and  death*  may¬ 
be  a  Rumbling  block  to  the  Jews,  and  the  greateft  lolly  in  the  efteem  of  learned 
Genrikh,  to  their  own  perdition  ;  it  is  neverthetefs  in  itfdf,  and  in  the  account 
cf  all  the  eiteftually  called,  who  believe,  amt  are  in  a  ftaie  of  falvation,  the  wh¬ 
ilom  <if  C,od,  and  the  power  of  God*  And  what  is  all  the  wifdom  of  the  mnft 
learned  and  celebrated  rabbles  and  philofophers,  but  very  footfflinefa,  compared 
with  the  wifdom  of  God,  as  difplaycd  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  for  reconciling  hi* 
mercy  and  juitice  in  faring finnera,  whitjh  no  human  fehemes  could  ever  do! 
How  weak  and  ineffovtnal  arc  all  the  contrivances  j:id  attempts  of  the  moft  pc* 
netrating  minds,  for  reformation  and  happinefe,  compared  with  the  divine  energy 
that  accompanies  the  plain  and  faithful  preaching  of  a  crucified  Saviour  1  Buc 
how  unlike  to  men’s  ways  of  proceeding  are  the  difpcn&tioite  of  God’s  gnice, 
who,  for  the  moft  part,  has  chuten  and  called  perform  of  dvfpicahle  character*, 
and  of  the  lower  ranks  of  mankind;  botb  to  preach,  and  to  receive  Chriit  and 
the  gofpel?  and  therebyaponr  cunfofion  upon  all  the  learning  anil  authority  of 
men,  that  no  ficlh  might  glory  in  his  pit  fence,  as  though  their  improvements  of 
divine  revelatira,  to  faring jad ventage,  were  owing  to  themfdves  i  And  how  rea¬ 
dily  ihould  wt  fall  in  with  ihe  goPpci  fchcine,  which  is  fo  admirably  coni  rived  foe 
humbling  the  creature,  and  exalting  God,  as  he  has  laid  up  alt  ftkatfon  in  Chrift, 
aud  made  him  to  be  ivifdom,  righteoUfuefe,  fan£li ficat ion,  and  redemption,  to 
aft  that  bdkvc  in  him,  that  every  one*  who  ^forivs,  might  glory  oidy  in  the  Lord. 


if-  That*  «-  31  The  great  defig 

^£3  HAS  falwtion  in  Cbrift,  is, 


Voi.  IV. 


t  B 


C  K  A  P. 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  a p  flic  proceeds  to  remind  the  Corinthians  of  the  plain  manner  in 
which  he  preached  a  crucified  Chrifi  to  them,  1 , — 5.  Sheas  the  ex¬ 
cellent  •wifdom  contained  in  this  doFlrine,  6, — p.  And  that  it  cannot 
he  duly  known  and  received,  hut  hj  the  fight  and  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  icy— 16. 


Text. 

AND  I,  bre- 
thrcri,  fthfn 
I  came  to  you. 
Crime  not  with 
Ciwltaney  of 
jpptcb.  or  of 
dotn  ,  declaring 
unto  you  the  tc* 
ft!  Bony  of  God* 


1  Vox  T  tlctcr- 
not  to 
Jtiww  any  ihiog 
Amnn;  yon,  fate 
Telus  CUrilt,  and 
□in  crucified. 


Pabaphaaje. 

OINCE  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God,  together  with 
all  his  other  perfettions,  are  confpicuoufly  difplay- 
ed,  and  the  whole  of  falvation  is  provided  in  Chrifi, 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  humbling  of  Gnful  crea* 
tures  at  his  footdool,  (chap.  i.  24,  29,  30,  31.);  there* 
fore,  my  dear  brethren,  when  I  came  and  preached  the 
gofpei  to  yon,  I  did  notaddrefs  you,  as  your  falfe  teach¬ 
ers  do,  to  gain  applaufe  to  themfclves  with  flights  of 
eloquence,  (*«  «>*)  in  a  floe  rhetorical  harangue, 

or  with  curious  speculations  of  human  wifdom  and 
phiiofophy,  which  are  of  high  repute  with  the  polite 
part  of  the  world ;  but  I  perpofely  declined  every  thing 
of  this  nature,  as  tmfuhable  to.  the  dignity,  Simplicity, 
and  fell- humbling  tendency  of  my  mefiage,  in  which  I 
declared  to  you  that  teftimony,  which  is  origin  ally  not 
of  men,  but  of  God  himfelf,  and  which  he  has  given, 
to  his  crucified  Son,  by  antient  prophecy,  and  nume* 
rous  miracles,  and.  by  the  inward  witnefs  of  his  Spirit, 
to  the  conferences  of  them  that  believe., 

2  For  as  I  myfelf  couot  all-  things  but  lofs  for  tbe 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrifi  Jefus  my  Lord, 
and  would  glory  above  all  things  elfe,  in  tbe  crofs  of 
Chriit,  iii.  8.  and  Cal.  vi.  14.)  fo  upod  mature 

deliberation,  (‘*f'*«)  I  judged  it  needful,  and  according* 
ly  rcfolved  to  preach  among  you,  as  if  1  knew  nothing 
of  the  arrs  and  ftiences,  or  of  the  Jewifh.  or  Grecian 
learning,  or  even  of  the  moll  fublime  and  uneflential 
points  of  faith ;  but  to  employ  all  the  talents  which 
God  bas  given  me,  to  make  known,  and.  propagate 
among  you,  nothing  fo  much  as,  nothing  in  compari* 
fon  with,  and  nothing  as  the  fu remand  fubfUnce  of  the 
gofpei,  but  the  peribn  and  offices- of  Jefus  Chrifi,  the 
complete  falvation  that  is  in  him',  and  the  ftrong  and 
endearing  obligations  he  has  laid  cn  all  that  by  faith 
receive  him  :  And  1  efpecially  determined  to-  explain 
and.  prove,  recommend  and  inculcate,  the  fundamental 
article  of  his  expiatory  fufferings  and  death  on  the  crofs, 
in  which  all  the  lines  of  the  gofpei  meet,  as  in  tbe  ir 
center.  3  And 


and  in 

trcj&bEDg' 


much 
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j  .And  I  vm  3  And  whilft  I  was  difpenfing  theft  important  truths* 
ne^  M>din*fcar*  ®  behi-tti  with  all  meeknefs  and  mode  it  y  ;  and  appear* 
1  1  ed  among  you  ba  or  poor  weak  creature*  whofe  outward 

ctrcumftanccs  were  affliftcd  and  defpicable*  (chap*  iv. 

and  whofe  bodily  presence  was  meant  and 
fpcech  contemptible*  (2  Cor*  x*  10,}  I  was  alfo  among 
you  with  great  fear,  left  through  your  flrong  prejudices 
again (1  me*  and  violent  oppofuion  to  me  and  my  mi- 
nillrj*  on  thcle  accounts*  my  mouth  fhould  be  flopped* 
and  my  labour  with  you  thould  have  no  good  effect  up¬ 
on  you*  {JQj  XYiii.  5*}  and  I  was  filled  with  a  deep 
concern  tor  the  faWation  of  y6ur  fouls*  even  unto  trem¬ 
bling  in  my  heart  for  fear*  left*  through  the  infirmity 
of  the  inftrumentj  the  depravity  of  your  own  heart?* 
and  the  power  of  Satan*  ye  fhould*  rejedt  and  defpifc 
my  mefTagc  irfclf*  to  your  own  eternal  perdition-  In 
this  manner  I  was  ferving  the  Lord  with  all  humility  of 
mind}  and  with  many  tears  and  temptations)  as  in  other 
places*  (^ffiix-19*)  fo  efpecially  at  my  Erft  coming 
among  you,  till  the  Lord  ye/us  appeared  and  [poke  to 
me  in  a  vifion*  faying*  Be  not  afraid ;  but  fpeak  and 
hold  not  thy  peace  z  For  Jam  with  thee*  and  no  man  fbalt 
fet  on  thie  to  hurt  thee ;  for  I  have  much  people  in  this 
city*  (Ads  rviii.  9*  10,) 

4  Upon  this  encouragement,  I  continued  with  yon  a 
ami  my  preach-  year  and  fix  months*  teaching  the  word  of  God*  (A£ta 
]n£:v4iMtwith  xyjjj(  11,)  as  being  allured,  that  Chriit’s  prefence  with 
me  would  amply  make  up  the  warn  01  external  recom¬ 
mend  at  tons  in  my  perfon  and  manner  of  preaching; 
and  that  the  do£irinc  of  biscrofs*  when  duly  under- 
flood,  and  impteffed  by  his  Spirit*  would  fpeak  for  it- 
felf*  and  not  need  the  flourifties  and  ornaments  of 
language  to  fet  it  off*  and  make  it  effectual;  and 
therefore  the  manner  of  my  private  difeourfes*  and 
public  imniftritlons  among  you*  were  tn  a  holy* 
free,  and  negligent  ftyle,  not  with  the  oratorical 
allurements*  which  the  art  and  (kill  of  men  invent* 
ed  to  imbellifh  their  fpeeches*  and  add  force  to  them* 
that  they  might  tickle  the  ear*  pleafe  the  fancy*  and 
captivate  the  mind  of  the  bearer:  But  my  words  were 
attended  with  what  is infinitely  better,  and  more  preva¬ 
lent*  than  all  this,  even  with  the  convincing  light  and 
perfuafive  evidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  himfdr  in  your 
own  minds  and  corfciences;  and  with  his  powerful  in* 
flue  nee  upon  your  hearts*  to  bring  them  into  an  obedi¬ 
ential  fubjetliou  to  it  **  as  well  as  that  the  truth  of 

*  what 

NOTE. 

As  -buni&Krsbk  nuil'itudcs  A'cre  nor  cr-Rvirced,  wir]  brought  rmJ'twe  Uic  $nT- 

ti  * 


*Andmyfptech, 


man's  wrfdom, 
Lutintlcmoaftfi- 
Hon  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  aud  of  power: 
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5  Thir  your 
frith  ft  oil  Id 
fWd  in  tfiL  wjf^ 
dtun  of  irfn,  hnt 
h*  the  power  of 
God* 


6  Hnwbrk  uc 
fpczk  wifilam  *- 
ir.cng  rhun  th±t 
iic  perfect :  yet 
no« 


whit  I  delivered  was  confirmed  by  the  miraculous  gifts 
a  ml  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghofh  And  I  defignedly 
went  into  this  plain  way  of  preaching. 

5  Th;u  the  faith,  whereby  ye  aifcmed  to,  and  em¬ 
braced  the  gofpcl,  and  trufted  in  Chrift  according  to  it, 
ini^bt  not  be  fuppofcd  to  be  wrought  in  yoa  by  the 
dint  of  human  motives  and  arguments,  nor  might  reft 
upon  the  authority  and  perfuafive  arts  of  men,  which 
they  think  to  be  the  wife  ft  methods  for  gaining  credit 
to  what  they  fay;  but  that,  like  a  truly  divine  faith,  it 
might  be  built  merely  upon  tbe  authority  of  God,  and 
might  be  entirely  owing  to  his  efficacious  working, 
who  makes  the  gofpcl  his  power  to  the  falvation  of  every 
one  that  believes^  (Rom.  i.  16.)  and  that  the  glory  of 
at l  might  be  afcribed,  not  in  tbe  lead  to  man,  but  in- 
tirety  and  alone  to  God,  who  produces'  mighty  effc&s 
by  the  wcakeft  means  and  instruments,  * 

6  Though  we,  who  minifter  the  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
don't  drefs  it  out  with  the  flowers  of  human  eloquence, 
(rer.  i.)  and  though  it  be  deemed  fooliftmefsby  many, 
(chap.  L  23  )  yet  we  therein  preach  the  grand  fcheme 
of  divine  contrivance,  which,  of  all  others,  displays 
the  manifold  wifdom  of  God,  [Eph*  in*  10.)  and  Ufuit- 
ed,  dcfigned,  and  bleffed,  to  make  men  wife  unto  fal- 
vation,  through  faith  in  a  crucified  Saviour  ;  and  fo  it 
is  accounted  of  by  thofe  that  believe,  and  are  effcftudJy 
called,  (chap,  u  21,  24.)  and  efpecially  ((>  TW  r?*,,1Ka') 
among  thofe  of  them  who,  through  the  illumina* 


N  0  H 

pel*  by  the  unqiae^icnaMc  miracles  which 
fhw  tic t£  wrought  U>  confirm  h,  in  in* 
tenial  ligh;  ami  energy  in  the  fuufr  of  (hem 
that  i>cU  vtitl  M.ir.Hf  at  iuiQ*  Uiclu:frd  in  this 
fjf  ikt  Spirt  dud  p'twr  /  ami 
without  tk's,  all  miracles  ihtmfdvw  would 
bare  been  ;vs  ineffectual,  for  the  corwedion  of 
thtrfe  Cnri*:tbiftti&M  as  they  were  of  others,  that 
ft  *11  can-imied  in  try  belief, 

f  By  rhcraJhtii  are  pirfr r?,  cannot  be  meant 
them  1  ha'*  vteiwirdy  free  from  all  defetU  in 
knowledge,  and  Kolinds  ;  Per  as  the 

apoftle  tnvr.ed  that  he  hitnielf  was  not*  in 
this  £-11  te*  perfect,  Phil.  iiL  i^*  it  U  not  to 
be  ftippoicd,  i bar  he  looked  upon  other  Chri- 
dhiiih  to  he  iwyf  he  ftp  pedes  the  con* 
tnry  in  this  cpififr,  _thapF  xm.  jo.  ;  where 
Co  it,  paring  thi  prrfiSt  vi'h  the  faavtnfy  ftate, 
he  fays,  IVttw  Ibttt  iphkbh  ptrftit  is  ewtr,  thtn 
tb*ii  wh'vb  h  It  pttrt  fall  tc  dunz  away*  But 
fa  that  is  ptrft  ff ,  is  of  much  the  f-me  import 
with  aim  that  fplrilxaty  in  chap,  ill  i , — 
where  if  fiandiopjKjfcdtnthrm  that  are  com¬ 
paratively  fair}  iw  Cfaifi,  which  itreri  to  be 
fed  -j/itb  fafht  4DjJ  are  in  ^reat  rocaiurc  carnal 


1  E  S; 

Accordingly,  in  op  portion  to  fitch  babe*, 
the  Author  to  the  Hebrews  fpcaki  of  then 
that  are  of  full  aget  or  petfeft,  {rrxus;*)  and 
of  bavin?  the  fruafkst  or  firlt  rudiments 
of  iht  ikartitc  of  Chr.fi,  and  going  <w  to  pn- 
/ffliwj  that  L%  to  a  more  thorough  know- 
ledge  of  the  whole  feheme  of  the  golpel,  like 
jirtijktd  Chrlfttans ;  ^  we  ufe  to  call  good  ieba* 
Uts  iod  workmen,  fiaifled  fcholars  and  work¬ 
men,  (Ueb.  v.  *j,  (4^  dnd  vi.  1.)  Accord* 
Utglvj  as  m any  aj  fa  (Phil*  iii. 

figittfies,  is  many  as  he  advJnced  to  any  con* 
liderabk  attainment  of  knowbd^  and  expe¬ 
rience,  and  ififwEirabic  impromueutf  in 
grace  and  ho'inefs,  and  f  >  are  arrived  at  a 
(rate  of  manhood  in  ChriH:,  Eph*  iv.  i  jt  14. 
Therefore,  though  to  fofhe  fades  every  true 
belief  efr  may  be  laid  td  be  perfeft,  as  he  U 
cvmPfcU  ttt  Chrift ,  his  H«d.  Col.  11  to.  and 
is  already  perfcftly  jufllficd  through  faith  in 
him*  xHL  ^9-  and  Rom.  viil  t,  and  u 
he  basalt  the  parts  of  the  new  ermtore  form¬ 
ed  in  him,  %  Cor.  v.  17.  yet,  ia  cheapoAlcV 
uJeof^thb  phnfe,  it  leehrts  to  Cgaify  pcifrxs 
of  more  grown  under  (lauding,  acd  higher 

aiuiu* 
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no*  the  Wrfom  tion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  hare,  lilce  finlfhed  Cbriftians, 
oftheprino»Drf  attained  any  confiderable  degree  of  knowledge  and 
this  weiU  that  grace  in  their  acquaintance  with  it.  Ncvetthrlcfr,  the 
wme  to aougbt.  tfoQrine  we  preach  is  neither  fuch,  as  is  invented, 
fuggeiled,  or  approved  of,  by  the  philofophical  or  po¬ 
litical  fchemes  of  the  men  of  this  world,  whofe 
thoughts  about  a  better  are  all  trifling  and  vain ;  nor  of 
the  JevtiJb  rulers  and  Robbie:  >  any  more  than  of  hea¬ 
then  potentates,  whofe  views  and  interefle  relate  to  this 
prefent  life ;  all  which  wifdom  of  theirs  will  foon  pe- 
rilh  with  themfehes. 

?  Bm  wefpeik  7.  But  we  publifh  that  hleflVd  do&rine,  which  is  the 
the  wifitom  of  wonderful  produft  of  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God,  and  has 
/!!f«1the*,huUca  been  hitherto  entirely  concealed  from  the  Gentile  world, 
■artfton  which  (fed  and  but  obfeurely  fuggefted  to  the  Je-ws  *,  and  is-too 
ojJi'wxl^hcforc  decp  an(|  unfearchnhle  to  be  fully  comprehended  by  any 
we  Harp  °  ^  creature  upon  earrh,  yea,  by  the  angris  themfelves  in 
*  -  heaven,  who  are  continually  prying  into  it,  (i  Pet.  i, 

12;)  and  is  too  fpiritua!  to  be  duly  underflood,  and  re¬ 
ceived  by  carnal  minds,  (ver.  14.)  I  mean  that  wifdom 
•which  was  a  fecret  referve  in  God’s  brtalt  fiom  ever- 


«i  Which 
Cl  'h"  piVlOfi  of 
till*  worid  1k*kv»  : 

for 


lading,  and  was  hid  under  Jr&ifb  types  and  (hailowa, 
and  myfterious  dawning  hints  of  prophecy,  in  the  Old 
Teftament  difpenfations ;  but  which  God,  (*r-  «»-■»*■*) 

before  all  ages  of  time,  or  any  former  difpenfation  com¬ 
menced,  predetermined  to  icveal  in  otir  days,  with 
ttanfcemleut  light  and  evidence,  for  the  honour  of  the 
gofpcUflate,  and  of  it &  imoiltrations  and  fubjefts  ;  and 
for  the  eternal  bappinefs  and  glory  of  every  one  of  us, 
that  are  fincere  lovers  of  God,  (ver.  p.) 

8  Which  important  fcheme  of  falvacion  none  of  the 
great  men  of  this  world,  particularly  not  Pontius  Piiatct 
the  Roman  governor,  nor  Annas^  ncr  Caiaphas^  the 
high  priefts,  nor  any  of  the  chief  prh'Jif*  rabhicsf  and 
rulers  of  the  Jews  f,  had  any  jufk  notions  of;  their 


NOTES. 


prejudices 


attainment*  in  Cbriftianity,  who  are  turirhid 
aU  (chap.  i.  $.)  arid  w  Ik>, 

compared  with  weaker  and  younger  tic- 
liewr;,  that  do  not  fee  fo  far  into  the  besuty 
aod  ^1  ary  of  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  gotp-.d, 
i“3y  be  laid  to  be  psrfoft,  as  a  man  U,  when 
e^mpsred  with  a  ehild. 

*  Th  Wijsm  q[ Godin  v  tuySerj^  may  %- 
rify  the  lucomprchenfihlc  things  eo«*ain<*d 
in  ♦:*  w  well  3$  former  conceal  in  cuts  of  it. 
Aud  3  caimot  dibit  that  it  here  relates  merely 
ti  the  catSiug  of  the  G entity t  which  fume 
'uppofe  is  the  only  myfiny  that  the  apaillc  to 
ircHieuily  fpeaksof :  hut  it  teems  principally 
fi*  refer  to  tfu  ^rejt  dutlrmc  of  filvaiioti  by 
*"■  cnicilicil  Cbnti :  Tor  it  1$  ih is,  and  iwl 


barely  the  calling -cf  the  C*vh .L'U  Ciir-ceruiuEj 
v/hieb  the  apoflL*  uys,  ivr*  9,  Ihv  tfa 
Cii  of  thh  tw/7,  ioriGlivc  Wit  of  t!i : 
*j(v*i£t  nik**,  n  i thrj  irwid  nut  ka;  * 

crucified  Lord  y  *k'j  ;  uiktvus,  tl.c 
rulers  anjpog  the  ft'Xv*  known  Chrift's  Jc- 
of  Hie  Gtntikt*  this  would  ratlwy 

have  Hiii  j-Mjie  inccnf^d  them  himk 

titan  rcfirjmrcl  Irom  ciiiehyi: 

f  7  he  ftthtetf  'if  (ins  i tt'.riJ  pl^rjly 
thofe  tba*  ya-efe  iiumcduh'ly  ^jr.ceinol  it)  the 
criicilUioii  nf  Gtirift;  and  Hike  in  t!-e 
7 fviy  niters,  pririls.  arw!  mbhies,  who  In* 
Itigaud  nnd  joined  iili  r^t:  9  in  putting 
our  J.or  i  to 
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[cr  lud  thqr 
known  it,  they 
would  not  have 
c  replied  thclaoirf 
at  giurvt 


p  Eut*  «  it  is 
Wiiitrn,  1-lyc  hath 
dje  fccn,  nor  ear 
he  Aid  ,  neither 
h* vc  entered  into 
the  heart  of  in 31^ 
ti-.t;  things  which 
Gud  liith  ptvpar* 
rd  for  them  that 

jo  vc  hhn« 


TO  But  God 
Jiftlh  revealed;^  jjj 
unto  us  hy  hU 
Spirit ;  for  the 
Spirit 


prejudices  snd  carnal  views  having  blinded  their  minds, 
and  hardened  rheir  hearts  againft  all  the  means  of  con- 
viftion  that  Chrift  afforded  ibem:  For  had  they  really 
underftood,  and  been  perfttaded  in  their  own  con- 
faiences,  what  a  divine  perfun  he  was,  and  what  a  wife 
and  gracious  deffgn  he  came  upon,  they  would  not  have 
dared  to  be  fo  defperately  wicked,  as  to  take  counfci  to- 
get  her  again#  him ,  (Pfal.  it.  2-)  and  unite  in  putting 
him  to  the  fhamdul  death  of  the  crois,  who  is  indeed 
the  Lord,  Proprietor,  and  Pofieffor  of  glory  *,  ail  glo¬ 
rious  in  his  original  nature  and  perfe&ions,  and  the 
Author,  Purchaser,  and  Difpofer  of  all  the  glory-  of 
the  gofpei,  and  of  heaven  itfclf. 

9  But,  notwithftanding  all  their  low  and  miftaten 
thoughts  about  him,  he  has  hrouglu  in  a  tnoft  glorious 
ftatc  of  things,  worthy  of  himfelf,  according  to  what 
ts  written  by  the  prophet  lfaiaht  (chap.  Ixiv.  4.)  where 
he  delcribcs  the  blclfings  of  the  Mefiiah’s  kingdom,  fay¬ 
ing,  Among  all  the  objefts  of  fenfe,  the  eye  has  never 
Teen  any  thing  fo  grand  and  beautiful $  nor  has  the  car 
heard  any  thing  fo  delightful  and  advantageous }  and  a- 
mong  all  the  objefls  of  faience,  it  never  entered  the 
thoughts  of  any  man  to  contrive,  or  even  to  imagine 
or  apprehend,  much  lefs  comprehend,  any  thing  fo  en¬ 
tertaining,  beneficial,  and  glorious,  as  the  bleHings  of 
falvation,  which  God,  in  the  affoiiifhing  counfels  and 
fenleinents  of  his  infinite  wifdom  and  grace,  has  pro¬ 
vided,  adj  lifted,  and  fecured  for,  and  under  the  gofpei 
clifpenfuion,  will  be  flow  upon  them,  who,  from  a  fenfe 
of  his  matchlefs  love  herein,  fincerely  defire,  prefer, 
and  delight  in  him,  above  all  things  elfe,  as  thole  that 
are  by  faith  and  hope  waiting  for  him. 

10  diut  God  has  now  made  a  clear  revelation  of  theft 
glorious  things,  not  to  me  only  by  immediate  infpira- 
tion,  tbat  I  might  preach  the  unfearchahlc  riches  of 
Chrift  1  but  likewife  by  the  gracious  internal  illumina¬ 
tion  of  his  Spirit,  by  means  of,  and  together  with,  his 
word,  to  all  thofe  of  us  who  love  him,  and  for  whom 
lie  bus  prepared  them,  (ver.  9.)  that  we  might  know 

tbe 


N  O  T  K. 

t  Thr  XTs?  of  ^hry  is  a  magnificent  and  tarred  Three,  inrima'tt,  that  the  Father, 
peculiar  iietcrijnif,n  i>i  the  great  Jehovah,  the  Son,  and  Spirit,  arc  the  Girl  if  al  ihe 
Lord  of  hurts,  PfiiL  xxiv.  7, — 10.  Chrift  qn!y  trqc  God  is  tailed,  Flat.  «x»x.  3  and 
therefore  is  lere  fpoken  of  under  the  sngaft  Afh  tE.  a,  and  Uirili’i  being;  mentioned 
title  ot"  ;l*  Ltrd  ojghri,  to  nilc  oor  thoughts  voder  this  character  of  Ue'itj,  when  he  Is 
pf  tlU  infinite dignity*  '  as  a  divine  perfon,  in  fpoken  of  as  eritifictl,  Qiewithat  the  divine 
like  manner  as  God  the  Father  is  (iyled  the  and.  human  natures  were'  pertbnaMy  u  cut  at  lie 
Father  vf  .flvj,  {V.ph.  i.  1 7  )  and  the  Holy  hint)  and  1  hat  his  death  is  of  infinite  duni> 
fipirit,  tii  Sfirit  «/ _^/err,  (1  Pet.  iv.  14.)  ty  and  merit,  as  he  was  Gtd,  vht  fmnejfri 
The  application  of  this  title  *hrj  to  all  the  tie  eburfi  -fri.'i  j>ss  emir  Mud,  (Aft*  tea,  «t|.) 
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5p W*  ^  fcaftfceth 

M  things,  yea, 
the  deep  chftsfef 
of  Gui. 


1 1  For  what 
/nan  knout th  the 
thing*  of  a  m.int 
frre  the  fibril  of 
row  which  i*  in 
him }  evert  fa  the 
thing*  of  Ood 
knoweth  tto  man, 
but  the  Spirit  of 
Hod. 


it  Nov  ut 
hivu  K^ivTii,n-j: 
i-ie  Sp’;r^  of  the 
u-otlil,  irtit  the 
Spine 


thethings  which  arc  freely  given  to  us  of  God,  (rer. 
law);  For  as  the  Lord  is  faid  to  fcarcb  the  hearts  and 
tehn  cf  the  children  of  men,  (1  Chron.  xxviii.  9.  and 
lint*  i».  13.)  to  intimate  his  perfect  knowledge  of  them, 
fo  his  Spirit,  who  is  one  of  them,  and  is  given  to  make 
known  the  great  things  of  the  jgofpel  to  us,  is  inGnite 
in  undeirftandtng,  and  has  not  only  an  ail-comprehend¬ 
ing  view  of  every  thing  whatfoCvwout  of  God;  but  is 
intimately  acquainted,  evert  With  the  bleeped  counfcls 
and  fecrets,  as  they  lie  in  God  iiimfeif)  and  fo  he,  and 
he  only,  in  oppofition  to  all  creatures,  can  make  them 
known  in  fuch  ways,  and  by  fuch  means,  as  Teem  good 
unto  him. 

11  For,  to  illuftrate  this  point,  as  far  as  may  be,  by 
whbt  we  are  moft  familiarly  acquainted  with.  What 
man,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  knowledge,  can 
be  acquainted  with  the  fecret  thoughts  and  defigns  that 
lie  in  any  one’s  own  heart ;  except  his  own  fclf-con- 
feious  mind,  which  rdle&s  on  all  that  pafles  within 
him,  and  which  only  can  difenver  it  to  another  man  ? 
Even  fo  it  is,  with  refpc£t  to  the  ttil!  morefublime  and 
hidden  fecrets  of  wifdom  and  grace,  that  are  formed 
in  the  heart  of  God  About  thofc  that  love  him  :  Neither 
angels  nor  men,  no  One  wharfoem  (*#■«*}  can  pene¬ 
trate  into  them,  or  get  any  knowledge  of  them,  as  they 
lie  in  the  eternal  thoughts  of  God  ;  except  in  diflinc- 
tion  from  all  finite  beings,  his  own  Spirit  %  who  is  as 
<  Sendai  to  bimfelf,  and  as  cbftfctous  to  all  his  thoughts 
and  purpofes,  as  any  man's  own  foul  c  m  be  to  him, 
and  to  the  thoughts  which  pafs  within  him. 

12  Now,  in  order  to  our  being  led  into  the  know., 
ledge  of  thefc  important  and  concerning  things,  we 
are  under  the  condurt  and  influence,  not  of  that  fpirjt 
of  the  boailed  wtfdota  and.  learning,  which  the  men  of 
tllio  world  are  animate*!  nnrt  gnideH  by,  and  pride 
themfelves  in ;  No,  alt  the  powers  and  principles  of 
this  fort  of  fptrit  are  too  low,  weak,  and  carnal, 
to  make  any  dilcovcrtcs  of  them ;  and  they  Hand 

in 

NOTE. 

JiAcncc  diftinft  fnjin  the  Father's  and  Son'*, 
it*  the  imdivittctl  Godhead  t  And  when  it  iq 
faid,  that  non*  &wu*t  G$d  h»t  fi/ 

Spirit  if  it  is  nniy  to  exclude  at! I  cr?.;~ 
twt,  of  u'fcm  raid;  frever,  ftiaii  ihLkoov.- 
bilge;  Imt  no  more  cxclutb*  llho  Richer  anil 
Soil  frrmi  it,  thin  m*r  J*«:d  ry.c!uilul  the  Fa- 
f  her  tin d  Sr.irir  from  cv;ti4  knou  icitgc  wh 
himfeif,  nheii  he  laid,  (Matih.  *i.  17.) 

W03  Tlf)  J;-f  Fui  ;vr,  fare  tfv  $*  >} 

ittlii  Hi  it'/  J  rTi,  *  t"  ir(l  Xm  Vvtf/ 


ittptk  k.  , 

peny  of  Deny  *,  and  hb  tem#?  the  things  if 
as  the  Spirit  of  msti  knows  the  things 
uf  hU  oirn  m:nd,  ver*  1 1*  intimate*  that  he 
is  as  elfratiai  to  the  being  of  God,  as  the 
huimn  foul  i*  co  the  being  of  man;  *r.t\  bnth 
together  [hew,  (hat  the  Spirit  U  mchidf  1  in 
the  divine  unity,  and  partakes  <*f  the  nature 
awl  perfect  ions  of  God ;  And  yet  hi*  tir.oj* 
/if  Spirit  TvtC'fb  is  of  Gcf  vcw  n.  faggcll , 
that  he  hw,  iiifaaic  unknown  *ay,  a  fab- 
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spirit  which  11  of  in  oppofition  ro  them,  infiead  of  being  difpofed  to  en- 
mfcjat  kliorf  uic  tcrta^n  them:  But  we  have  been  made  partakers  of 
(iimgs  ih;-t  are  that  divine  Spirit,  and  have  been  enlightened,  taught, 
fredy  given  10  as  and  animated  by  hint,  who,  in  his  perfonal  fubfiftcnce, 
of  proceeds  by  an  eternal  necefiity,  and  In  his  operations 

and  influence  comes  forth,  by  peculiar  difpenfauon 
from  God  to  us,  fur  this  very  end  and  purpoJe,  that 
we  might  have  a  true  and  faving  knowledge  of  thofe 
great  and  glorious  Wettings  of  the  gofpel,  which  God 
has  beftowed  upon  us,  not  for  any  worthinefs  or  defert 
in  ourfelves,  or  any  acquirements  of  our  own,  but 
merely  by  the  free  gift  of  Ms  own  rich  grace  to  us : 
ijWhkhthings  ij  Which  excellent  things  we  alfo,  who  are  taught 
Snfo*hePeat;wS  to  ^n0w  Ehcm,  and  that  for  ourfelves  ;  and  particularly 
uiikh  maoSwlt  wej  the  apofUea  of  Chriit,  fpeak  of,  as  has  been  f*id, 
dom  tcidicth  t  (ver.  4,)  not  in  rhetorical  language,  which  is  ftudied 
HoVoMltracbt  an**  ^earnc(l  by  human  art,  and  would  be  but  like  gild¬ 
ed  ;  comparing  ing  a  diamond,  or  lackering  over  the  fineft  gold,  to  the 
debating  of  its  own  luftre  and  valuer  but  we  exprefs 
them  in  a  plain,  inartificial,  though  grave  and  majetUc 
ftyie,  fu  1  table  to  their  native  dignity  and  beauty,  which 
the  Spirit  of  God  inftru&s  us  to  clothe  them  with: 
And,  in  reprefeming,  them,  we  compare  what  he  has 
laid  about  them,  in  former  and  latter  revelations,  in 
types  and  antitypes,  and  in  prophecies  and  accomplifh* 
meats  of  them,  which  catt  a  light  one  upon  another; 
and  we  exprefs  them  in  the  Spirit's  own  language,  as 
contained  in  the  facred  oracles;  that  being  belt  adapt4 
cd  to  imprefs,  as  well  as  convey  juft  ideas  of  the  things, 
which  he  himfelf  has  indited* 

14  But  though  thefe  fpi ritual  things,  which  zre  re* 


JptrituaJ  things 
with  fpirituai. 


14  But  the  na~ 


titoJ  »au  rav.  vealed  iy  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  fet  in  the  clcardt  objec¬ 
tive  light  before  an  unregenerate  man,  who  acts  only 
upon  principles  of  natural  reafou,  in  his  judgment  z- 
bout  them  *,  like  the  Greets  and  u 'ife  men  after  the 
fiejhy  before  mentioned,  (chap*  1*23,  26.)  yet  he  don't 
embrace  and  approve  of  them;  bccaufe,  through  the 
d^rknefs,  pride,  fcnfualUy,  and  depravity  of  hU  mind, 

tie 

T  K* 

pel  he  ever fo  dearly poblUhed,  and  propofol 
ro  his  examination,  33  they  now  were  to 
Jews  and  Greeks  j  «vd  thopgb  he  have  all 
tbe  learning  of  iht  Greeks,  and  all  tbe  adv*iV» 
tages  of  JewyS  rabbles  who  made  grtat  pro- 
femons  of  religion,  and  whofc  buliiicfs  it 
was  to  fhtdy  the  Holy  Scripture*;  yet  hat  tag 
fttSfkMpi  (tec  the  note  on  chip.  i*  13.}  Anri  only  natural  principles  of  reafon,  wiih  its  ut- 
/tW,  tccois  to  ^niWtr  to  tit  roil  improvements  fry  external  mean*,  40 
princes  ef  j-j  ^t-sr/rf,  inch-five  of  the  Jtwi/k  £iiidc  and  influence  him  tit  hi*  empririei  into 
ruhrs,  uv(  ktjs^i'btg  tie  LzrJ  tf  g/cry,  (lee  the  divine  revelation,  he  ran  nether  know  its 
fu>*e  on  ver,  8,)  Anri  fo  ti *  n, dural  man  is  doHrincf  aright,  in  their  amiable gUriei,  tioc 
p.i'j,  who,  though  th?  destines  of  Ibe  jmV  fr*  firitably  a&ftcri  with  ikem. 


N  O 

|  After  ft?!  the  dr  (putts  chat  have  been 
tailed  about  what  is  here  meant  by  the 
tat  u:aut  \  hcniMy  think  a  dofe  aTierrian  u> 
ihcapoltle's  own  i&covrfc  may  bcjiiffideoi 
to  determine  it;  for  tkey  arc  fM&ftmcjs  ft  him, 
fiews  plainly  to  anfwer  to  the  polite  Groks, 
to  whom  the  prfuthtJg  of  Cbrijl  crucified  -was 
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cthBocttalhlngt 
of  tta  6piiit  of 
Ood:  for  they 
antfbaGfluid«ua* 
to  Kiroj  neither 
cart  he  know 
j  bcoiife 
they  are  fpintnl- 

jy  triccrociL 


tj  But  he  that 
is  fpisitual  judg- 

ri  h  d|  thiues, 
yet  he  himielf  U 
of  no 


rtf  who 

known  dre 
m\>td 


be  caonot  adjnft  then!  to  his  own  reaforfings  azotic 
them,  and  thinks  them  a  mere  heap  of  mconGficnuea^ 
weaknefH~f"tiyj'  and  enthufiafm,  beneath  the  notice  of 
a  man  nfdenfe  and  learning :  4  And  though  he  has 
heard  them  with  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  like  the  Sc  ribes 
and  Rabbits*  and  other  chiefs  of  this  world,  that  join¬ 
ed  In  crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory,  (Ten  8*),yet,  thro* 
the  corruption  of  nature,  .he  is  under,  ar  moral  iacapa- 
city  of  u ltd erftanding: them,  in  a  trutyipirituaTand  af¬ 
fecting  manner,  fuitabie  to  their  high  worth  and  im¬ 
portance,  for  want  of  a  renewed  faculty,  or  fupernatural 
principle  within  him,  . to  difeern  them  5  becaufe  they  are 
perceived  in  their  divine  truth  and  rpirituality,  excel¬ 
lence  and  glory,  only  by  an  under  (land  mg  that  is  il¬ 
luminated  and  rectified  by  the  Spirit  of  God* 

15  But  a  real  Chriltian,  who  is  renewed  in  the  fpi- 
rit  of  his  mind  and  Icd  iitto  an  acquaintance  with 
divine  things  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  {****(*>< *}  fcarches  in¬ 
to,  difeenu,  and  is  capable  of  forming  a  right  judg¬ 
ment  about  all  things  that  are  neceflary  to  be  known, 
relating  to  God’s  way  of' fal ration  by  Jefus  Chrift  :  He 
can  diftiiiguifh  truth  from  error  in  fuch  important 
points,  fees  a  glory,  and  feels  a  transforming  power  iu 
them:  But  f*)  he  himfelf,  as  to  his  fptrhual  know¬ 
ledge  and  fenfe  of  the  things  of  the  golpd,  and  fatis- 
fattion  in  them,  [**'****** *v**pnT9t)  is  not  difeerned,  or 
certainly  judged  of,  nor  can  be  confuted,  by  any  man 
whatfoever,  mucb  lefs  by  tfaofe  that  are  deftttutt  of  the 
Spirit,  and  have  no  experience  of  thefe  things;  nor 
are  capable  of  determining  the  truth  or  falflioodof  what 
the  believer  knows  and  fays,  according  to  the  Scripture, 
about  them. 

16  For  what  natural  man,  by  alibis  reafon,  though 

fo 

NOTE. 


*  He  &'zt  is  fpirikuil  Tmnv)  btti  at  unto  enrnnij  o'afxix ttt)  ar?4 

oppoCbd  to  one*  vtlo,  in  tta  next  preceding  as  um  fcw*  in  Cbrijh  He  there  feems  to 
v**rfr,  is  called  the  tn?an  by  them  thjt  a?t  fuchattad 

v-rH*/  man,  (who has  tto  higher  principle  than  attained  to  fomc  conftderaUc  degree*  of  light , 
h;:  oA-ii  mirtacvMd &:iit  to  guide  bi<n,  Jud  fo  faith,  and  knl'mcfe,  according  c*  rta  g'-lpel 
vijrn  ibt  vf  i/v  Spirit  of  God  nr e  r e veil t ion,  in  np  portion*  not  to  thofe  whom 

t  t  fcein«  to  antwer  to  thtm  tht  art  elf'sc-  he  here  tad  c*dkd  wteml  men,  (ver. 14  }  hut 
tehEly'  taijed,  and  f?  wJfcv  Cbrijf  crtri/ifd  ir  to  thofa  I  hat  wn:  comparatively  cartnJ,  a* 
f!c ‘Wifd&w  of  Cs;?,  aud  iht  ptwtr  of  O&i*  io  being  uwh 'influenced  by  worldly  into- 
nopofition  10  Ihofc  to  vi-hom  he  *:J  2%  rclU  and  conupi  affeitionv,  in  their  regard 

avdfwfijutiifit ,  (duj>.  L  H-  **.)  mid  to  the  do&ruieiof  the  gufpcl;  (lec  ihc  none 
fo  bt  that  is  fpitsiwl  H  tare  the  rrjfwrrrf.V  on  chap.  iii.  t.)  And  as,  in  that  phi«,  he 
mau;  though,  perhaps ,  it  may  jiio  10  mauircilly  T^kss  of  private  Ciiriftn»*;  fo 
one  of  Aiperior  knowledge  uud  as  it  here,  be  ibst  it  ftirituaIM  h  oot  to  he 

more  appartiUy  doth  in  ctap.  in-  1.  a -here.  fto^I  as  niitiog  ooly  to  tL:u]fc;st  but  lifcc- 
tr,e  ap^flle  tells  there  Cori.-tlhuzai t  he  t>jV  r?6*  'A4^;  10 

y^-i-ef  Unto  lhtai  ui 
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cniiu]  of  th<  improved  tathe  higheft  pitch  imaginable*  has  ever  pc- 
ijayinftnifthim?  nested  1010  the  fecret  thoughts  and  counfcls  of  God’$ 
hut  w  luve  the  bean,  which  arc  merely  matters  of  divine  revelation* 
mud  of  drift,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fiiew  the  fpiritual  man  *  aoy  of  thole 
ftipeniatural  truths  that  he  is  hot  already  acquainted 
with*  or  to  convince  him  of  any  mi  Hakes  about  thofc 
that  God  has  made  known  to  him  ?  Who  of  them  all 
lhall  undertake  to  denionftrate  anything  for, 

ox  a  gain  ft  what  he  zf&rms  concerning  them  ?  Bat  we 
anoftles,  and  all  of  us,  who  are  now  fight  in  the  Lcrrf} 
(Eph.  v.  8.)  are  fully  fatisfied,  that  we  are  led  into  the 
fine  knowledge  of  the  mind  of  Chrift,  concerning  the 
great  things  that  relate  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  our 
own  eternal  falvation*  through  his  erucified  Son  ;  And 
therefore  no  fchemes  of  other  men,  that  are  contrary 
to  this,  ought  to  be  entertained  by  any  of  you,  with 
whatever  high  pretences  of  authority,  or  of  natural 
reafon,  they  may  be  recommended  by  men  of  name 
and  figure  among  you* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Behold  the'nativc  beauties  of  the  gofpcl,  which  is  indeed  God’s  own  testimo¬ 
ny,  and  appears  beft  in  tin  own  light  and  language  i  All  its  Hues  center  in  a  cru¬ 
cified  Chrift,  whofe  Jacrifice  is  of  infinite  value,  as  he  is  the  Lord  of  glory;  and 
the  gaudy  falfe  paint  of  human  oratory  is  fo  far  from  letting  off  this  important 
doArinc  with  advantage  that  it  obfeures  the  H’nflrious  firtipiicity,  and  divine  wlf- 
dom  and  grace,  which  are  its  higftcft  recommendation  *  But  fo  great  is  its  fpir> 
tuality  ami  fobtimity,  and  fo  far  is  it  from  comporting  with  the  im>(l  refined 
fchemes  of  the  men  of  this  world,  that  it  exceeds  all  human  thought ;  a  can  nei¬ 
ther  be  found  out  by  natural  reafon,  nor  fpiiitoally  uttderftood  and  reliihed  by 
nnrenewed  minds,  which,  inftead  of  cordially  embracing  it,  countit  fooli/hnet*. 
How  pcceffavy  then  is,  not  only  an  external  revelation,  but  alfo  an  internal  illy- 
initiation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who,  being  a  divine  perfon,  is  as  intimately  a<> 
epuinted  with  the  deep  things  of  God,  as  a  man’s  foul  is  with  the  thoughts  of 
his  own  mind;  and  who  alone  can  give  us  juft  and  imprefllve  conceptions  of  foi- 
ritual  things !  But  blefled  be  God,  that  true  believers,  who fc  faith  is  produced 
and  maintained,  not  by  the  wifdom  of  men,  but  by  the  power  of  God,  and  who 
fincerdy  love  him,  are  partakers  of  bis  Spirit,  to  lead  them  into  ait  neeefLry 
truth,  and  to  give  them  a  right  difeenung  of  it  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  that  they 
may  (Uvlngly  know  thofe  great  and  ioexprdUbly  glorious  things  which  God  ha* 
prepared  for  them,  and  freely  given  to  them;  and  may  be  capable  of  diftirguhh- 
tug  gofpcl  truths  from  the  errors  that  lie  in  oppofHion  to  them*  And,  u  what 
admirable  contrivance,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  tbeir  own  Salvation,  do  Subb¬ 
ed  Chriftians  difeem  in  it,  who  have  a  more  oompkte  view  of  the  gotpcl  fcheme ! 
While  they  have  the  grcntcft  fatfcfaflion,  experience,  aud  hope  in  tbemfdvcs,  re¬ 
lating  to  it,  no  natural  man  is  able  to  correct  or  confute  them. 

X  or  Tr 

*  Minty  ns  (Wefal  learned  com  mco  judging,  ron  fating  and  Mter  informi'1-* 

obfctvc,  refers  not  to  ll'f  Iwt  l*/£r fpi-  the  jpimmii  with  rfipcA  to  the  thiii;> 
Titbat  trwa,  mentioned  in  l he  foregoing  verie;  rineh  he  knotv*  by  dirioe  rrvebtian,  in  i 
For  the  apofBc  U  here  /peeking,  net  of  a  iw-  a  manner,  as  to  be  jttdgtd  zf  m  m*>i+ 
tflrclT man's  inltmfimg  Jk  Lvrdt  bm  of  his 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  V.  m. 

The  apflU  reproves  the  Corinthians  for  their  carnality  and  contentions 
abait  minijhrs,  4.  Shews  that  alt  the  true  fervants  of  Chrift 
Can  indeed  do  nothing  effectually  without  him,  that  they  preach  him  as 
the  only  foundation,  and  every  one  Jbovld  take  heed  Jo  what  he  builds 
ok  this  foundation t  5,—  i  5.  that  the  churches  of  (thrift  ought  to  be 
kept  party  os  they  are  the  temple  if  the  Holy  Oh  fly  I  <5,  17.  that  it 
becomes  them  to  be  bumble  in  their  opinion  f  themfelves,  [8,---co. 
And  that  they  Jbat&l  not  glory  in  mens  betavfe,  through  Chrift,  mi- 
mfttrs  end  all  things  elfe  are  their  1,  21,-23. 


Tsxt. 

and  I,  b«- 

ihttn,  could 


not  fpcai  unto 
yon  »s  unto  fyiri* 
itial,  bat  «  cinEn 
cimal*  even  a$ 
cato  habtt  ill 

Chrift» 


Paraphrase. 

aKD  truly,  my  brethren,  even  whilft  I  was  with 
you,  I  perceived  fuch  appearances  of  fondnefe  for 
fecular  interefls,  and  for  philofophical  learning  ;  and  fo 
much  of  an  opinionated  and  difputatious  temper,  that 
though  many  of  you  are  enriched  in  all  utterance,  and 
in  all  neceffary  knowledge,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  i,  5.} 
yet  I  could  -not  look  upon  the  generality  of  you,  or 
treat'  yuir  in  my  minillry,  as  perfons  advanced  very  far, 
but  rather  as  weak  and  low  in  fpiritucil  light  and  expe¬ 
rience;  and  though  I  efteem  ycu  as  real  believers,  and 
fo  own  and  love  you  as  brethren  in  the  Lord  *»  yet  I 
could  judge  no  higher  ot  you,  nor  accommodate  my 
difeourfes  any  othefwife  to  you,  than,  as  to  babes  in 
Chrift,  who,  for  fpiricua]  ftrength  and  underftanding, 
were  but  like  young  children  compared  with  men  of 


full 


j,  t  haT«  fed 
vmi  with  milk* 

j  t  / 

dinl  iui  vb-i-n 
meat 


2  Accordingly,  1  made  it  my  chief  care  to  lead  you 
into  the  fir  ft  principles  of  thv  oracles  of  God,  relating 
ro  jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified,  which,  like  milk 
for  children,  were  heft  fuited  to  your  fpiritual  edifica¬ 
tion,  inftead  of  entertaining  you  with  the  more  alx 
itrule  and  lublime  points  o£  the  Chriftian  faith,  which 
might  have  fed  your  pride  and  vanity,  and  are  like 

ftrong 

T  £_ 

God  vtmld  ctnfrm  h  the  thtf  /Ary  wjAt 
be  bUmdefi  in  the  daj  cf  iht  Lml  y<r/vy,  afid 
ti>  whom  Chtifl  tva$  mstttt  vi/dfitn,  ri+b&sfi 
vifs%  fin&ijcsh t>n%  cvJ  n.fcmtdiu^  (chap.  i. 
**  3®0  ‘v*  aiajic  include  id^i,  in  the  juris* 

mint  of  cWrtv,  h<  accounted  the  bnlk  of 
them  to  be  real  Chrifhans,  not  with  ft  aiding 
all  their  defers,  which  he  expreiled  by  their 
fctvr£  cure rJ,  srvJ  a:  id  which  fee  mol 

to  lie  duchy  in  their  paviitt  £00  icoth  retard 
Co  meat  and  to  prlncipicy  of  huiuan  jmiicy 
and  Uicrdturc,  to  n  Mini  rang  ot  Tnr-:r 
prt«ii;h‘i!Cy  in  r.hc  n-nit  fubiimCj  rc^ncrd*  LrJ 
praicil  knowledge  of  :p  n'-jA  thhig-* 


N  O 

*  The  apoftle's  calling  theft  Genn/hiatts 
irrtbrrn,  and  h iJvs  in  drill  y  (hew*  chat  when 
nc  fp*ike  of  them,  as  ntt  bti*t g  JbkitvGlt  lv 
ctm&ly  be  did  not  mean  it  abfifcity,  as  if  he 
[houghs  them  to  be  iiaregcMTC’e  perfres,  but 
tnly  as  they  were  GLr&bsns 

ot  lower  tttai omen tr,  in  cTperin^nul  know- 
fcdye  and  grace,  and  mnre  influenced  by 
Eetbly  principles,  rh^n  feme  other  bdierers 
were,  and  then  they  tbetriclve*  rr^ht  tea* 
ionshty  hire  been  t^ptifrd  £0  be,  ckiIuUt* 
i;a^  &biit  means  they  had  cupyed;  ffee  I  he 
oote  on  chap,  ii,  tj.)  And  **  l-t  hi-\  befoa-o 
fpiken  of  them  n^nli^r  rhr  ehsrsfler  of  /»V 
CbdtT  thoft, 


j  For  ye  m 
yet  carnal :  for 
whereas  there  is 
among  you  enur¬ 
ing*  and  ItriJc, 
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mots  for  h  idler-  firong  meat,  that  is  propereft  for  men  of  full  age,  who, 
abi/*/6U,fertr";%  h  reafon  of  ufe,  have,  their  fenfei  exereifed  to  dlfcern 
n«:hcr  jet  now  both  good  and  evil,  (Heb.  r»  12, — 14.)  For  ye  were  not 
we  je  able.  then  in  fit  cafe  to  receive,  and  make  a  good  impiove- 

mentof  fuch  fpirituai  and  lofty  themes;  nor  indeed 
have  ye  as  yet,  after  all  the  advantages  ye  have  enjoy¬ 
ed,  made  fiich  proficiency  in  divine  knowledge,  and  in 
victory  over  remaining  corruptions,  as  to  embrace  fuch 
do£trines  without  turning  them  to  a  wrong  ufe,  any 
more  than  the  weak  (lomach  of  an  infant  can  digeit 
firong  meat. 

3.  For,  as  I  find  by  your  prefent  condaft,  there  is 
(till  a  great  deal  of  carnality  of  temper,  and  c'nildifh 
ways, of  thinking  about  the  doctrines  of  rne  gofpel,  as 
__  though  they  were  not  to  be  received,  merely  as  matters 

and  diviiioni,  *re  0f  iiivjue  revelation,  but  upon  the  authority  and  credit 
witt*a^Dwa?  one  or  another  man  of  note  and  fame,  that  recom¬ 
mends  them  to  you :  Since  (*«  w)  there  are  among 
you  vain  emulations  and  envy  mgs,  on  account  of  the 
fpirituai  gifts  which  fome  are  apprehended  to  be  en¬ 
dued  with,  more  than  others ;  and  thefe  inward  fer¬ 
ments  of  the  pailions  break  out  into  open  quarrels  and 
litigious  contentions,  and  are  carried  on  to  factions 
and  parties,  for  and  againft  certain  dottrines  and  mi- 
ntftcrs;  Are  not  thefe  the  works  of  the  fiejh  l  (Ca!.  v. 

1 9,  fto,  21.)  Arc  hot  thefe  manifeft  proofs,  that  ye  are 
not  fo  fpirituai  and  dilinterefted  in  your  regards  to  gof¬ 
pel  truths  as- ye  ought  to  be;  and.  that  ye  behave  too 
much  under  the  influence  of  a  carnal  difpofition  of 
mind,  like  the  men  of  this  world,  who  have  no  .better 
than  natural  principles  to  govern  them  ? 

4  For  as  I  have  obferred  already,  (chap.  i.  12.)  one 
fort  of  you  fet  up  for  ope  miniller,  and  others  for  ano¬ 
ther,  as  though  they  were  to  be  the  beads  of  parties, 
and  Lords  of  your  faith.  One,  for  mftance,  faying,  I 
am  all  for  Paul,  as  thinking  him  to  be  the  moil  folid 
and  profound  preacher;  and  another,  t  am  ait  for 
j4pollos,  as  admiring  bint  for  the  raoft  lively  and  florid 
orator.  Is  not  this  a  plain  evidence  of  great  remains 
of  carnality  among  you  i 

„  .  ...  5  curc  you  °f  this,  permit  me  to  alk  you.  Who 

Apollw,  bat  mi-  do  you  take  Paul  to  be?  And  what  do  ye  make  of 
r liter,  by  wbon*  dpolkj  ?  Or  what  jn  reality  is  one,  or  the  other  of 
j ; bclievfd,  even  thefe?  Are  they  more  or  lefsthan  thefervamsof  Chfift, 
*$  by  whofe  preaching,  one  and  the  fame  do&rine,  ye 
were  brought  to  helieve,  and.  depend  by  faith  upon 
him  ;  not  by  any  lkill  or  power  in  them,  but  merely  as 


4  Fotvlnlcafld 
Juiih,  I  in  of 
Parol  p  in 6  ano- 
fhff  J  am  of  Ap- 
polloi*  arc  yc  qot 
Cinlal? 


S  Who  then  ii 
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« i!»  p«  the  Lord  Chrift  hirnfelf  Wrought  effectually,  by  tbeir 
to  every  m*n?  miuiftry,  in  the  hearts  of.  every  one  of  you,  that  doth. 

indeed  'believe  in '  bimJ  Why  then  fhould  either  oF 
them,  or  any  other  minifter^  be  fee  up  one  againft  a- 
nother,  of  be  looked  upon  as  any  thing  more  than 
fubordinate  inftruments  of  your  fpi ritual  benefit  ? 

«  r have  plant-  6  I  Patti,  the  apolUe  ofjefus  Chrilt,  {chap.  i.  i.)  to 
fpc*h  uoder  the  figure  of  a  labourer  in  a  vineyard,  which 
give  t'h« brnafe.  both  the  Old  and  New  Teftamcnt  church  is  compared 
to,  {(fa.  v.  i,  fat.  and  Match.  xx.  i,  fac.  and  xzi.  33, 
fae.)  I  was  the  firft  that  preached  the  gofpel  to  you, 
which  1  .did  with  afliduous  care,  for  a  year  and  a  half 
together  $  and,  blefied  be  God,  I  was  an  inftrumem  of 
converting  many  of  you  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  {ARs  xviii, 

1 — 11.);  and  fo,  as  an  under  agent  to  him,  I  planted, 
not  only  his  gofpel,  but  tike  wife  trees  of  righteoufnefs, 
ry  our  conversion,  that'  he  might  be  glorified,  {Ifai 
Ixi.  3.)  When  Providence  called  me  away  from  you, 
my  companion  in  labour,  who  came  after  me,  even  A- 
poltoi,  a  lively,  zealous,  and  eloquent  young  man,  took 
great  pains  in  helping  them  much ,  which  had  believed 
through  grace,  (Acts  x»iii-  37.  and  xtx.  t.) ;  and  fo  was 
like  one,  who  watered  tbe  plantation.  But  as  a  tree's 
taking  root,  thriving,  and  bringing  forth  fruit,  depends 
intirdy  on  the  operation  of  the  God  of  nature,  both  in 
forming  the  plant,  and  the  foil  in  which  it  is  fer,  and 
in  adding  the  influence  of  the  heavens  :  So  the  fuccefa 
of  the  gofpel  abfolutely  dspends  on  the  fpeciai  opera¬ 
tion  of -the  God  of  grace,  who  is  the  Author  of  the  gof¬ 
pel  itfelf,  and  attends  the  miniftratioas  of  it  with  the 
power  of  bis  Spirit,  to  make  new  hearts,  and  caufe  them 
to  abound  in  fruits  of  holinefs;  infomuch  that  the  whole 


*f  SMH€n,n*j- 
is  ht  (hat 
’^vw-tth  any 
’fhicj,  neither  lie 
that 


increafr,  which  is  produced  by  our  labour,  whether  it 
be  of  converts,  or  of  their  gifts  and  graces,  and  fruits 
of  fFghreou faffs,  is  derived  only  from  him. 

.  7  So  then, -as  in  the  world  of  nature,  neither  the 
hufbandman,  that  plants  and  waters,  has  any  power  ia 
himfelf,  or  by  virtue  of  what  he  can  do,  to  accomplifh 
the  defined  end;  but  all  is  owing  to  the fupreme  agency 
ot  that  God,  who  at  firft  formed  the  earth,  and  made 
it  bring  forth  its  various  kinds  of  plants,  and  who,  in 
the  way  of  his  providence,  cherifljesaud  improves  them* 
by  caufing  the  fun  to  fhine,  and  the  rain  and  dew  to  fall 
upon  them :  After  the  like  manner,  in  the  world  of 
gracej  neither  he  who,  like  Paul,  laid  the  foundation  of 
Cbriiiianity,  is  of  any  confederation,  as  to  the  power 
and  efficacy  of  his  miniftry  j.  nor  is  he  who,  like  Apol¬ 
lo  t,  went  on  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  cultivate  the 


good 
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that  watrreth  ; 
bat  God  t  hit  g:v- 
cdi  the  inat^te. 
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*  For  we  are 
blroaiert  together 
with  God :  yc 
are 


good  work,  which  was  begun  in  you,  of  any  account-, 
as  to  the  happy  fruit  of  his  labours,  how  fkilful,  fer¬ 
vent,  and  diligent  foever,  either  of  them  were  therein  : 
But  God  alone,  who  authorized  and  qualified  both  for 
their  work,  and  alhRed,  owned,  and  hlefled  them  in  ir, 
is  the  fupreme  efficient,  caufc  of  all  the  good  produced 
by  it,  in  virtue  of  the  enlivening  and  cheriihing  beams 
of  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  {MaL  iv.  2.)  and  of  the  re¬ 
newing  and  faudifyiog  influences  of  his  fpirit :  {'7 it. 
iii.  5,  6.)  the  glory  therefore  of  all  is  to  be  aferibed  to 
him,  and  not  in  the  leait  to  any  of  us,  who  are  what 
we  are  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  are  to  be  looked  upon, 
as  barely  mtntfters,  and  not  Authors  of  either  the  got- 
pel,  or  of  its  efficacy  upon  you. 

8  One  fervant  of  the  Lord,  who  takes  pains  in  firft 
pubUihing  the  word  of  bia  grace,  and  bringing  fouls  to 
him }  and  another  fellow  labourer,  who  afterwards 
comes,  and  lays  himfelf  out  in  further  mini  (Ira  tiens, 
are  all  one,  in  their  daftrine  and  main  defign,  in  the 
authority  of  their  commiflion  from  Cbrifl,  and  jnflru- 
mentality  In  his  band  for  conversion  and  edification  j 
and  are  all  one,  in  their  notbingnets,  as  to  faring  c- 
vents ;  fo  that,  with  refpeft  to  thefe  things,  one  of 
them  is  not  to  be  efteemed  and  magnified  above  the 
other,  much  lefs  in  oppofition  to  the  other:  And,  as  to 
the  difference  there  may  be  in  their  gifts  and  diligence, 
every  one  of  them,  who  is  faithful  in  either  of  thefe  fer- 
vice?,  fliall  receive  from  his  great  Lord  and  Matter  at 
laft,  not  the  retribution  which  belongs  to  another  man’s 
labours,  and  which,  rhough  altogether  a  free  and  unde- 
ferved  gift,  may  be  ftyled  a  rswardt  becaufe  it  is  be¬ 
llowed,  not  for  tbs  work,  but  after  it  is  done,  and  will 
nuke  a  rich  amends  for  all  the  toil  and  difficulty  of  do¬ 
ing  it ;  but  be  IhaJl  receive  the  reward,  whieb  is  fuit* 
able  to  the  nature  and  proportion  of  his  own  minifteri- 
al  labours,  and  of  his  fidelity,  zca],  and  diligence  in  it : 
Such  an  one  therefore  may  be  thor:ughly  fatisfied  with 
this  final  reward,  which  will  be  as  happy  and  glorious, 
as  he  can  wifli  for ;  and  he  need  not  be  ambitious,  as 
fome  among  you  are,  of  the  praife  and  honour  that  come 
from  men  only. 

9  For  as  to  us,  who  are  engaged  in  theft  important 
ferviccs,  we  are  to  be  equally  conftdered  as  chofe,  who, 
by  divine  attittancc,  labour  jointly,  and  with  the  fame 
nohle  view,  as  God’s  workmen,  in  a  fubordinate  con¬ 
currence  with  him,  who  will  never  leave  us  in  his  work, 
nor  be  uumindful  of  us  after  it  ;  this  is  honour  e~ 
Hough  for  us :  Asd  as  to  you,  who  are  bis  church  and 

people, 


Ch-  itf.  Tbo  firji  Kp#fo  ta  the  Gorin  thuns  parcqthrufaL  jr 

ir  G«f*  fc)f-  .people,  ye  are  not -oars,  but  QaiVowa  vineywd,  field, 
',‘*"^1’  .(JS  n<  qr  garden,  (*w  the  wort  of  hi*  o»n  nand.  amt 

*  *  E’  his  peculiar  property,  oq  ’which  much,  coft  and  pains 
hive  been  fpent  for  its  cultivation :  And,  to  ufe  another 
mcfiaphor  taken  from  a  hott/ty  which  is  alfo  an  apt  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  church  of  God,  (l  7iai.  iii.  15.)  ye 
are  his  ftrvGute,  not  of  ouc  own  creeling,  nor  for  our 
uf?,  bqt  which  be  bimfeif  has  built  ior  his  own  hahiu- 
tioa-ihrough  the  fpirit,  {Eph.  it.  12.)  tnfaad  of  that  nu« 
t</ial  temple,  in  which  he  was  formerly  wont  to  dwell  ; 
and  Jo  in  each  of  thefc  views,  whoever  were  tbeineane 
andinfroments,  yc  are  hit  tear knuu$ipy  created  in  Chrijl 
Jefus.  unte  good  vtorkty  (Eph-  ii.  10.)  and  therefore  ye 
ought  to  be.  as  a  dedicated  thing,  oot  at  alt  to  us,  but 
inlfecly.aad  alone  to  him. 

«  19  -  this  fpiritual  building,  which  God  has  fet  up 

cod  ‘irhfck  b  among  you,  I  had  the  honour  of  being  full  employed  ; 
si?cnoD»o  me,  »*  and  as  a  (k'dfnl  aud  prudent  an;biee£l  looks  well  to  the 
-  7ia‘tcr'  foundation  -he  lays,  and  takes  care  that  it  be  firm  and 
k'-i  ih»  found™  /olid,  and  fiiffisient  to  bear  the  edifice,  which  bdefign* 
r-nn,  and  arrotUrr  cd  to  be  raifed  upon  it }  fo  according  to  the  nature  of 
hiilJoh  thcRsn.  office,,  aud  the  meafure  of  gifts  and  graces  bellowed 
tak«h^rSra'b«  upon  me,  I  have  made  ufe  of  all  the  wifdom,  with 
bmldcili  iktrtw  which  God  iafpired  me,  in  carefully  laying  the  ground 
*"•  work  of  your  faith  and  hope,  aud  of  aJl  your  fefety  and 

comfort,  in  the  great  doGrine  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  and 
fetation  alone  hy  him  ;  and  luecoedittg  miniders,  like 
Aptttos,  have  taken  pains  for  your  further  inllruGion 
and  edification  upoa  this-  foundation.  But  let  every 
one,  that  would  be  employed  In  railing  a  good  fuper- 
lltuclure,  take  fpecial  care  what  fort  of  doftrines  and 
praGices  he  builds  upon  it,  and  fee  that  they  be  indeed 
placed  upon  this,  as  their  foundation,  and  oe  through¬ 
ly  confident  with  it,  and  worthy  of  it;  that  the  whole 
building  may  be  all  of  a  piece,  for  the  glory  of  God, 
aud  the  good  of  others,  as  well  as  of  his  own  foiil. 
i*  To  r  ether  II  For  as  to  the  foundation  itftlf,  on  which  the  whole 
v..i™liuun  churchr  and  ail  its  doGrines  aud  duties,  miniftraciona 
mi  ouu  uy,  fiopcs}  prefervatlon,  privileges  and  blefiings  here, 

and  everlalfing  glory  hereafter,  are  to  be  built ;  no  man 
whatfoever  has  any  right  to  attempt  the  layiug,  nor  can 
he  ever,  with  all  bis  wit  and  learning,  lay  any  other, 
that  will  anfwer  his  end)  befides  that  which  is  already 
laid  in  the  eternal  counfels  of  divine  wifdom  and  grace, 
in  the  promifes  and  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teflamcnt, 
in  the  incarnation,  obedience,  and  fufTeringsof  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  *and  in  the  plain  doctrines  and  miniftry  of  the 
gofpel,  and  particularly  in  my  own  preaching  it  >  which 
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ii^lcfui^Chdft.^11  ^ou,l^ilt'c,n  is- indeed  no  other  than  Jefw  Chrift,  who  iri 
«j  u*  n  his  perfon  atid  offices  is  a  firm,  abiding,  and  immove- 
’  able  rock  of  a£es,  every  way  fufUcient  to  bear  all  the 
weight  that  God  himfelf,  or  the  believing  (inner  can 
-  lav  upon  him  j  neither  it  there  falvatim  in  any  ether . 
(Afts  IV.  12*)  ■  • 

12  And,  (Jf)  as  to  the  fstptrfiruBure  on  this  founda- 
_  tion ;  if  any  one  in  his  preaching,  like  Apelles  on  one 

gold,  film,  pie-  hand,  build  upon  it  fuch  fpiritnal,  true,  and  holy  doc* 
fane, ,  trines  and -practices,  as  for  their  purity,  excellence,  and 
ufefulnefs,  are  like  -gold  and  filver  and  precious  Hones, 
which  are  lifting  in  their  nature,  and  will  bear  the  fe¬ 
vered  trial,  and  are  of  great  value  among  men;  or  if, 
like  judaizing  teachers,  on  the  contrary;  he  build  upon 
this  foundation,  fuch  falfe  doftrines,  and  irregular  prac¬ 
tices,  as  in  their  own  nature  are  worthlefs,  contempti¬ 
ble,  and  peri flyng,  and  of  as  little  account  as  wood, 
hay,  and  dabble,  which  cannot  endure  rbe  fire: 

13  The  time  is!  coming,  wben  the  nature  an4  ten- 
dences  of  the  doftrine,  which  every  one  preaches  and 
holds,  whether  it  be  found  and  right,  or  corrupt  and 
wrong,  or  leading  to  pious  and  moral,  or  to  irreligious 
and  immoral  courfes,  ftiallbe  clearly  didinguifiied,  and 
fhall  appear  to  be  what  it  really  is,  both  to  him  that 
taught  it,  and  to  them  that  in  bibed  it :  For,  whatever 
men  may  rlitjnk  of  it  now,  the  day  of  judgment,  that 
ail<  revealing  and  impartial  day  of  account,  will  through¬ 
ly  try  and  difeovet  it  *,  becaufe  as  the  refiner's  fire  tries 
metals,  and  fepar-ates  the  diofs  from  gold  and  filver  and 
diftingutlhes  fuch  things,  as  will-' endure  its  beat,  from 
thole  that  will  be  contained  by  it ;  fo  the  penetrating 
light,  and  drift  procefs  of  the  judgment  or  the  great 
day  *,  will  try  and  prove  every  one's  opinions  and  oor- 

refpondent 
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*  By  ih:  day  and  the  fire  here  fpoken  *T, 
fame  underffand  the  gejfiel  day^  and  the 
dear  and  feftictiros &S&  of  its  •Whiirtii  o- 
thexs,  fern's wben 

emtfitued  by  fire.  Bat  it  fiems  evident  to 
me,  th v  the  apolKe  meant  the  day  of  Jhdg- 
nen tt  and  the  all-finwhing  d’fcovenes,  with 
their  different croatt,.  that  wiU  d»en  be  mule : 
For  in  the  two  next  verfes  he  fpciks  of  it,  as 
the  day  of  trial  and  retrvbU-ion,  when  t very 
wife  fiail  receive  iir  revfardt  and  they  that  art 
built  Upon  Chrift,  as  tbcir  JLttii 

}rftved\  and  he  ipeakt  of  this,  (<:£->*  iv. 
y.)  as  the  ri.nc  of  ti>c  Lerd's  U 

*i«7/  bring  to  hght  the  bidden  tft  :*s  of  darkvefs* 
and  every  mao  fiai!  bsve  pr&ft  6f  God;  uml 
this  ;s  wliit  he  often  calls,  Iiv  my  oi  c:;i> 
ococtj  ftat  day,  ai; ti*  fcj  Cbrijtt  li-:i 


T  E. 

l^cwife  as  plain,  that  the  imaginary  fire  of 
pttrgttfzn  cannot  lie  the  fire  here  ini ended: 
For  this  fire  is  not  for  Pu tdjhmcat^  by  way  of 
for  venial  fins,  as  the  p.iptfri  fj*«k 
of  their  pnrgasary  ;  but  it  is,  principally  nt 

leaft.  for  aw/  of  Jroflrijofj,  intluficc  of  currs- 
fpondcit  practices,  as  the  whole  ccmcx  t 
foera,  to  prete  whether  they  be  good,  like 
goldt  fifviTt  and  frecitu  r  or  be  bad, 

like  wwdt  b*ijt  and  flubblej  and  tbe  doc- 
In  11c  uf  Patri  and  'Afxfhty  as  well  as  of  bl(r 
teachers,  ivnift  be  tried  by  it  1  but  ti  cannot 
be  priitemkil,  that  Paul  and  Apdfoi  thrnv 
fetv«t  »■(  ru  to  pnfs  rliftnigli  fhe  fire  of  fur* 
gotorj. '  And  though  here  feems  to  be  a  re- 
icnnre  10  tbe  fhmn»gr  light,  sod  wnAmicj; 
beat  of  the  final  eerfl agrarion,  yet  the  cm- 
rreflsoa  mult  be'  coufidfrcd  as  mct^phoricaL 


ctu  ili.  The  flrfi  EptfiU  to  the  Co*  INTHI ANS  paraphrased* 


rvnyniq'f  «mkt 
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14  If  any  man's 
uotk  abide  , 
w  hicb  he  barb 
K^iitt  1  hereupon, 

he  lhall  receive  a. 
reward. 


i  r  If  any  man's 
work  {hall  be 
bnrnt,  he  JhH 
ftffcrloJs;  but  he 
l  inielf  lha!L  be 
lived;  yet  Q>  as 
by  fire* 


id  Rnovyenot 
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and 


respondent  pra&ices,  of  what  kind  foever  theybej  and 
will  fbcw  whether  they  come  up  to  the  feriptme  ftan* 
dard  of  divine  truth  ;  and  whether  they  reft  upon,  and 
be  agreeable  to  the  fundamental  doctrine  of  ialvation 
alone  by  Jefus  Cbrift,  or  not. 

14  If,  in  this  awful  day  of  ferutinity,  any  man’s  doc¬ 
trines,  and  bis  behaviour  anfwerable  to  them,  which  he 
has  ereCted  upon  this  foundation,  (hall  appear  toharmn- 
tiizewith  it,  and  ftand  proof,  be  lhall  receive  a  graci¬ 
ous  and  ample  retribution,  with  peculiar  marks  of  ho¬ 
nour  +,  in  proportion  to  his  eminent  degree  of  faithful- 
nefs,  labour,  and  ufetulnefs  in  the  work  of  the  gofpel. 

15  if*  on  the  contrary,  the  doctrines  which  any  one 
has  efpoufcd,  and  put  into  practice,  through  ignorance 
and  mithke,  (hull  prove  to  be  unfcriptural  and  Mfc, 
though  not  fundamentally  erroneous ;  and  fo  lhall  be 
rejected  and  nullified,  like  contemptible  and  combuf- 
tible  materials,  which  JYe  burnt  up,  initead  of  being 
prderved  and  refined,  by  fire  ;  That  man,  how  fond 
foever  be  were  of  them  before,  IbalMofe  all  the  advan* 
age,  which  he  vainly  espefted  from  them ;  But  he 
himfelf  being  founded  upon  Chrift,  as  his  rock,  and 
only  ground  of  his  faith  and  hope  toward  God  for  eter¬ 
nal  life  ;  and  not  carried  into  hcentioufneis  by  his  ci¬ 
ther  mistaken  notions,  lira  11  be  fuved  from  the  wrath  to 
come;  though  it  bo  with  apparent  difficulty  and  danger, 
which  may  be  illuliratcd  by  a  mar/s  efcapmg  with  his 
life,  through  the  fire  that  burns  down  his  houfe,  and 
con  fumes  his  goods.  (See  the  note  on  vcrm  13,} 

1 6  But,  to  (hew  that  there  are  other  errors  of  Hill 
more  pernicious  confluence,  let  me  remind  you  what 
has  been  hinted,  (wr-  p*)about  your  being  (JodU  oum 
building,  D;m?t  ye  underhand  and  confnter,  that  yc 
who  are  his  true  church,  eretWd  on  Chrifi  as  your  foun¬ 
dation,  are  fet  a  pH  ft  for  God  by  his  own  appointment, 
fan  elided  and  devoted  to  him  as  bis  temple,  in  a  much 
higher  and  nobler  fenftr,  than  the  Jwjjh  temple  ever 

was 


notes 

vrh en  applied  10  the  trying  and  difeovermg,  amt  prtthaii  fours,  mud  be  taken  ia  a  meu- 
proving  and  disproving  the  ttuth  of  tfoRrints  phoric&l  fenfe. 

including  aittacrahie  prafikes,  and  to  the  \  rrtusvJ  Teems  to  point  out  funic 
cuiif noting  ot  ihofe  that  are  falic  and  wrong;  higher  tjcgrcci  of  gbry*  thao  oih^rreal  duru- 
bcemfe  no  material  lire  can  have  Jbch  an  ope-  tuns  and  gwpid  mmiJkis,  of  lower  attain- 
ration  upon  what  is  merely  of  a  mnrd  oa*  metus  in  purity,  labour,  ami 

turct  and  tlwrefon  itU^ktod,  wr-  that  ufctulflcf*,  uili  Ki  ttvt  |  btniuict  as  appeals 
he  who  builds  wood,  hay,  and  Hubble  on  Itoin  the  next  verfe,  nety  true  believer,  wnl 
the  foundation,  ih  a  If  be  laved  as  by  jtfi.*,  or  faithful  Jerruet  ot  CSiritt,  who  hvHs  the 
in  like  manner  us  a  mu  narrowly  eJcapes  liead,  fia it  h yl-wrf ;  though  ho  may  fuller  a 
thmugh  the  fire,  when  hU  houlc  h  all  in  toft,  that  lies  in  uppvfttion  to  receive  tk\i  re* 
flames  about  him;  and  none  cun  doubt  but  ward. 

th.it  h.ni  and  and  filwt 

VoulV.  f  c 
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and  thai  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Cod  flivtl- 
in  you  ? 


77  IT  any  man 
<Vliir  il»e  temple 
of  Gndt  him  lhal] 
God  deihi7 :  f-T 
|hc  temple  of  God 
h«ly,  which 
triple  yc  are* 


iS  Let  no  man 


was  of  old  ;  and  that  he  who  tnamfeftcd  htmfelf  by  vi¬ 
able  tokens  of  his  gracious  pre  fence  In  facred  that 
houfr,  and  fo  was  laid  to  dwell  there,  doth  now,  in  a 
more  fpi ritual,  excellent  effe&ual  manner,  refide  by 
fpecial  relation  and  pofieflion,  operatiou  and  favour,  in 
you,  as  his  own  habitation,  through  the  Spirit  ?  (See 
the  note  on  Chap <  vi,  ip*) 

17  I  therefore  any  man  fliall  maintain  and  propagate 
fuch  errors,  as  are  fubverfive  of  the  foundation  itfelf, 
and  fo  ilia] I  corrupt,  and  do&riually  deflroy  (*W*J)  this 
fpiritual  temple  of  God’s  own  erection  on  a  crucified 
Jefus  ;  the  cafe  of  that  man,  be  his  pretences  and  figure 
in  the  church  ever  fo  great,  is  abundantly  worfe  than 
that  of  fuft’ering  loft,  and  being  fared  as  by  fire ; 
{i»er*  1 5.)  he  ihall  not  be  fimd  at  all  ;  but  the 
holy  and  jealous  God  will  punith  him  with  everlafting  de~ 
iiruftion  *  for  this  Spiritual  temple  of  the  living  God, 
which  ye  his  church  are,  is  punned  and  fet  apart  for 
himfelf,  and  the  corrupting  of  this  in  fundamental  points 
of  principle  and  pra&ice,  is  a  much  more  heinous  crime, 
than  it  was  to  profane  the  courts  of  the  Jtwifb  temple 
and  will  be  more,feverely  animadverted  upon  in  the 
great  day* 

18  Let  every  one  then  take  heed,  whether  he  be  a 


deceive  himfdf :  preacher  or  hearer,  that  he  do  not  cheat,  and  impofe  u- 
mong^vou^ftem-  P°n  t0  his  own  confufion,  by  propagating  or 

eth  \?>  be  to  entertaining  any  pernicious  error,  through  a  vain  con* 
thi*  world,  let  ceit  of  his  own  ftlpertor  underftanHing  ;  If  there  be  a- 
tobfoTfaTnar  ny  among  you,  who,  litetbc  Philofophers,  politicians 
bewifc.  and  Rabbles  of  the  age,  feems  to  him  felt,  or  others,  to 

be  wife  in  earthly  things,  and  according  to  the  falfe 
judgment  that  the  men  of  this  world  make  of  wifdom; 


let  him  renounce  all  this,  as  far  as  it  oppofes  or  inter¬ 
feres  with  the  do&rines  of  the  gofpel,  and  be  bumble 
under  a  fenfe  of  the  infuffiaency  of  all  its  parts  and 
learning,  ever  to  attain  to  juft  and  fpiritual  apprehenfions 
of  them  j  and  let  him  be  contented  to  be  ridiculed  as 


a  fool,  by  the  high  pretenders  to  reafon,  for  embracing 
the  doctrine  of  the  croft,  which  they  eftcem  foolilhneft, 
{chap/u  18.)  that  he  may  become  truly  wife  toward  God 
and  to  rhe  falvation  of  his  own  Soul,  through  faith,  in 
Jefus  Chrifh 


ip  l:nv  file  uip 
domoftbi^  world 
is  foa' i  Hinds  Triih 
G&d :  fur  it  is 
written 


19  Far  all  the  policy  and  prudence,  wit,  and  learning 
of  the  men  of  this  wurld,  which  gave  them  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  wifdom,  are  no  better  than  folly  in  God’s  ac¬ 
count,  and  in  comparifon  with  his  glorious  fcheme  of 
filiation  through  a  crucified  redeemer  ;  and  he  will  prove 
it  to  be  fo,  bow  much  foever  they  pride  tliemfchret  in  it 


and 
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writUn,  Ho  t4tw 
cih  tbc.  unic  in 
their  aaftt- 
mrft. 


40  And  again. 
The  LonLkmtv*- 
Hi  the  thoughts 
of  the  w.fe,  that 
they  are  vain. 


it  Therefore 
Kl  no  man  glory 
in'  men :  for  alt 
ihjD*i  j«  ycurA; 


i%  Whether 
Beni,  or  Apollo*, 
or  Ccplua,  or  the 
wurld,  or  lire,  or 
death,  or  thingi 
prefcot,  or  thiols 
to  come;  41  ace 
yuurit 


and  thinfcto  carry  their  point  hy  it :  For  we  mzj  apply 
to  oar  pitfeiu  purpofe,  what  is  laid  of  the  moft  fagacU 
008  of  mankind,  {Job  v.  13.)  where  it  is  written  to  this 
effed,  he  entangles  and  catches  the  worldly  wife  in 
their  own  cunning  contrivances,  and  turns  their  moft 
prudent  and  beft  concerted  meafures  to  their  own  ruin, 
or,  as  it  is  further  explained  in  that  context,  {vcr.  1 2, 
14.)  He  difappointetb  the  devices  if  the  crafty  ;  ft  that 

their  bands  cannot  perform  their  enferprize  ; - and 

the  couvfel  of  the  J reward  is  carried  headlong  :  they  meet 
•with  darknefs  in  the  day  timet  and  grope  iri  the  noon-day 
as  in  the  Night. 

20  And  (bill  further,  to'lhew  that  the  wifdom  of  this 
world  is  fbolHhnefs  with  God,  [vcr.  19.)  It  is  written 
in  another  place,  {PfaL  xc:v.  y — 11.)  The  great  Jeho¬ 
vah  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  thoughts,  projects 
and  reafonings  (A***w<» *)  of  the  wiled  of  men,  and 
perfectly  knows  that,  compared  with  his  own  counfels 
they  are  all  empty  and  inGgnificant,  foolifli  and  inef¬ 
fectual  ;  and  that  none  of  their  ways  of  thinking  are 
any  farther  right  and  ufeful,  than  he  teaches  men  know¬ 
ledge. 

21  Since  therefore  all  the  ingenuity  and  learning  in 
the  world,  cfpecully  with  refpect  to  fpincual  ami  eter¬ 
nal  things,  are  mere  folly,  when  compared  with  the 
wifdom  of  God  ;  and  Gncs  no  man  can  lead  you  into 
the  way  of  faivatton,  but  as  he  himfelf  is  taught  of  God, 
let  none  of  you  boaft  of,  and  call  vourfelves  the  difciples 
of  any  man  whstfoever,-  to  the  rejetbing  and  dcfpiGng 
of  others  that  preach  the  fame  evangelical  do£trincs 
with  themfclves  :  This  would  be  to  forget  that  they  are 
but  men,  and  to  exclude  ynurfelves  from  the  benefit, 
which  ye  might  receive  from  one,  as  well  as  another  of 
them.  For  all  things,  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever 
and  particularly  thole  that  relate  to  the  dirpenlation  of 
the  gofpel,  are  given,  in  a  covenant  way,  to  you  that 
believe  in-  Jcfus  ;  and  they  are  deGgued  and  ordered  of 
God,  for  your  fpiritual  advantage  ; 

22  All  the  faithful  miniltcrs  and  apoftles  of  the 
Lord,  fitch  as  Pault  A  polios  ^  and  Peter,  under  whom 
refpedbively  different  parties  among  you  have  ranged 
themfelves;  {chap.  i.  12.)  all  thefe,  together  with  their 
gifts,  graces,  and  miniftrations,  are  appointed  and  gi¬ 
ven  for  your  fakes,  that  ye  may  he  built  up  in  faith  and 
holinefs,  to  complete  falvation  :  {Efh.  iv.  1 1— 16.)  All 
the  aff-tirs  of  this  world  are  in  the  hands  of  Chrilt  not 
to  give  you  <1  civil  right  to  its  ample  poiTeflions,  as  if 

C  2  temp- 
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temporal  property  and  dominion  were  founded  in  grace  *  j 
but  to  give  you  Gentile,  a$  well  as  Jevnjb believers,  a  cove¬ 
nant  claim  to,  and  a  fsii£li£ed  ufe  of,  as  much  of  them  as 
he  fees  to  be  bell  for  you ;  and  to  difpofe  of  them,  and 
over-rule  them  for  your  good,  as  the  Government  is  u- 
pon  his  Jboulders  and  he  is  bead  over  all  things  to  the 
church',  (Ifa.  ix.  6.  and  Eph.  i.  21.)  Your  own  lives 
are  alfo  given  you  for  a  blefling  ;  and  iiiall  be  continued 
juft  fo  long,  and  in  fuch  circumftances,  whether  prof- 
perous  or  adverfe,  as,  upon  the  whole,  is  belt  for  you  f  i 
and  the  lives  of  bis  miniftring  fervants  arc  prefer ved 
for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith  ;  (Phil,  i.  15.) 
Death  itfdf,  thargreateft  terror  to  human  nature,  has 
loft  it's  fling;  and  in  whatever  way  it  comes  to  you, 
whether  in  the  more  or  lefs  lingering  and  painful,  by 
the  courfe  of  nature,  or  the  hand  of  violence,  it  (hall 
be  your  eternal  gain ;  and  even  when  your  Minifters 
feal  their  tell! mo ny  with  their  blood,  and  Ghrifi  is  mag¬ 
nified  in  their  bodies  dying,  as  well  as  living,  {Phil.  i. 
20.)  it  is  for  the  confirmation  of  your  faith  in  that  gof- 
pd,  for  which  they  bravely  fuffer  unto  death  ;  All  pre- 
fent  things,  whether  of  a  fpiritual  or  temporal  nature, 
or  of  the  comfortable  or  afflidive  kind,  work  together 
for  your  good ;  {Horn,  viii,  38,)  And  every  further  oc¬ 
currence  to  you,  or  us,  on  this  fide  the  grave,  is  wifely 
adjufted  beforehand,  in  God’s  counfels  and  covenant, 
for  your  advantage  ;  And  to  crown  all,  the  glory  and. 
blefiednefc  of  the  future  (late  after  death  and  judgment 
and  for  ever,  is  an  inheritance  refer  ved  in  heaven  far 
you,  who  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God through  faith, 
vnto  falvation .  (1  Pet.  i.  4,  5.)  In  a  word,  all  things 
whatfower  whether  we  take  them  in  one  or  another  of 
thefe  views,  are  put  into  the  inventory  of  the  covenant 
fettlement,  which  is  made  upon  you,  to  be  ufed  and 
enjoyed  by  yon,  or  improved  and  over-ruled  for  you  to 
fubferve,  or  make  up  your  fpiritual  and  eternal  felicity. 
»j  And  y«  are  23  And  that  which  fecurcs  all  this,  and  is  indeed  the 
thrift'*,  completion  of  ir,  is,  that  ye  are  not  any  Man's,  but 
Chrifts  peculiar  people, property,  and  fubjeus,  Spoufe  and 
members,  whom  bis  Father  has  given  to  him,  and  be 
has  purebafed  with  his  own  blood ;  and  who  have  yiel¬ 
ded 

£  S. 

|  It  Teems  much  too  narrow,  to  confine 
death,  things  and  tiriags.  to -amt, 

to  wh«t  befd  ihc  Afnfitu  iu  this  life,  Tor  the 
fake  of  the  church  j  and  yet  as  fuch  things 
may  be  well  comprehended  in  this  extcnfnrc 
account  of  the  alt  tbiap,  which  are  the  be¬ 
lievers,  1  have  glroo  them  a  place  in  the  pa* 
ftphnJe, 


NOT 

*  rhtapoflh  probably  brings  in  thewrld, 
among  tho&  things,  which,  fpcating  nf  Cm* 
rfic  bdifYtn,  be  [ays  arc  ilitirf,  in  oppofftioa 
tn  die  food  notion  of  the  Jitvrsw  who  defpifed 
the  Gcnts!es%  counting  them  us  nothing,  and 
unto f wttl* \  and  who  thought  that  God 
made  tbt  IFwtd  only^r  the  juke  of  their  own 
uutjgru  See  a  Ejda  vi.  jj— 


Ch*  iii.  The  Firjl  Eptfile  to  tb*  Coum THl an 5  partphrafid*  37 

Owft’s;  and  ded  yourfeives,  up  by  faith  to  him,  to  be  favccj  and  go* 

drift  b  God’**  verned  by  him,  as  your  head.  Lord,  and  King, 
and  to  be  filled  with  all  the  blcfluigs  of  grace  and  glory 
which  are  treafured  up  in  him  for  you  :  And  there  is 
no  doabt  to  be  made  of  his  bein  g  able  and  willing  to 
anfwerall  your  dependencies  on  him,and  tocomplete  your 
happinefs;  fince,  in  his  divine  nature,  he  is  the  eter¬ 
nal  Son  of  God ;  and  in  his  human  nature,  and  office 
capacity,  he  is  the  mediator  and  Saviour,  of  God  the 
Fathers  own  providing,  that  he  may  take  effe£hjal 
care  of  you,  till  he  perfefls  all  that  concerns  you,  in 
fuch  a  way  and  manner,  as  fhall  leave  no  room  for  glo¬ 
rying  in  men  *,  but  as  fliall  be  intirely  to  his  own  praife 
and  his  Father's  glory  through  him,  and  to  your  own 
utmoft  Lamfaftion,  as  all  that  is  in  God  and  Chriil  is 
yours* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


With  what  faithfulncfs  and  prudence  (hould  mini  Hers  accommodate  their  dif- 
tourfo  to  the  drcumfUnces  of  the  people  1  But,  how  uuchriHi.in-Ukc  and  inju¬ 
rious  are  carnal  party  contentions  about  religion,  and  tiling  up  one  fervant  of 
Chrift,  in  oppolitum  to  another,  white  both  are  united  in  the  tame  fpkit  and  de- 
fign  £  They  are  all  ufcful  to fiihferve  his  work;  and  he  fo  far  honours  them,  as  to 
make  them  in  an  inferior,  in  ft  ru  mental  fenie*  workers  together  with  him-  But 
the  glory  and  fucoefs  of  all  their  wifdom  and  labour  is  to  be  alcribcd  to  the  grace 
i>f  God,  which  ia  given  to  them,  and  is  with  them!  They  arc  only  minifters,  by 
whom  any  helioe,  as  the  Lord  freely  grants  it  to  them,  Alas  !*  What  can  the 
mofl  eminent  preachers  do  to  Caving  purpofes,  unlcfs  God  give  the  inercafe,  both 
as  to  con  Ter  lion  and  edification  \  And  an  increafc  i*  not  to  be  especled  from  him* 
nnlefs  they  preach  Chrift  as  the  foundation  which  God  has  laid,  and  befidea 
which,  no  other  can  be  laid*  O  how  careful  fhoold  both  irihiiftcrs  anil  people 
be,  to  beep  to  this  foundation,  and  build  ail  other  religious  doctrines  and  duties 
upon  it !  Since  God  will  deftmy  them  that  go  off  from  it,  and  by  their  pernicious 
ertors  corrupt  the  church*  which  is  his  htifhandry  and  building,  and  his  temple 
confixTAted  to  him*  And  how  concerned  [huuld  all,  who  arc  called  by  C  brill's 
name,  be,  that  the  do&rines  they  efpoufe,  and  their  practice  anfwerable  to  it,  he 
fet  upon,  and  be  agreeable  to  this  foundation  !  For,  if  they  are  not  lb,  they  will 
be  but  Uke  wood,  hay,  and  ftubblc,  in  the  great  day,  which  will  try  and  con- 
fume  them;  though  he,  who,  through  ignorance,  and  undrfiguing  rmftakc,  went 
into  them,  may  himftlf  be  fayed*  But,  if  they  are  cor.fonant  to  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  truths  of  thcgofpd,  they,  like  gold,  ftlvcr,  and  precious  ft  ones,  wiil  endure 
the  grand  trial,  and  be  found  unto  praife,  honour,  and  glory,  at  the  appearing 
Jcfus  Chrift-  Among  them  therefore  that  lb  all  be  fayed,  fomt  will  receive 
higher  rewards  of  grace  than  others,  according  to  the  different  drgrect  of  faitn- 
iut  tervices*  which,  by  the  Tame  grace,  they  were  enabled  io  perform*— -How  in¬ 
finitely  fuperior  is  the  wifdom  of  God,  in  the  fchc.nt*  of  Ovation  by  a  crucified 
Redeemer,  to  all  the  wiGtom  of  men,  which  is  mere  foolifhreft  in  his  account, 
who  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  their  thoughts  and  rcafamugs,  and  knows 
them  to  be  vain  !  And  how  much  belter  is  it  to  rHign  our  own  wihiinn,  though 
ever  fo  highly  tfteemed  by  the  men  of  this  world,  to  the  unerring  and  adorable 
wifdomof  God,  than  to  oppoie  onr>owii  meafurvs  to  his,  which  h  only  to  de¬ 
ceive  ourfclves  in  matters  of  evcrUiAing  consequence  1  But  how  great  h  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  happiutfs  of  true  be Jicvrrs!  lincc  all  things  are  theirs,  whether  min:* 
fiers  or  ordinance?,  this  world,  lift;  or  death*  things  pref rut,  or  things  to  come, 
23  they  nnc  ChrifFs,  who  has  an  intereft  iu  them,  and  can  ctfcchnby  fee ure  ;di  blcf- 
imgs  to  them,  a*  he  Is  the  eternal  Son  of  G*xl*  and  the  onW  Saviour  of  tuc  Fa¬ 


ther's  appointment  ;  and  as  all  in  bia;,  and  iu  (Jed,  5s  e 


for  their  hapirim-ft, 

c  u  a  r* 


38  The  Firjl  Epiflle  to  the  Corinthian*  parapbrafid*  Ch*  W» 


CHAT.  IV. 

The  apcjlle  Jlates  the  true  charaFhrr,  and  the  efteewi  that  ought  to  be  bad 
of,  gofpcl  minifters,  who  mitfi  Jland  or  fall,  not  by  men’s  t  but  by 
Gifs  own  judgment  concerning  them,  i, — O-  Cautions  the  Corinthi¬ 
ans  againjl  priding  themfehes  in  to hat  they  had  received ,  end  againfi 
defpifing  him,  and  hit  fellow  fervently  on  account  of  their  ignomi- 
rtious  treatment  from  the  worlds  7, — 13.  Claims  their  regards  to 
bimfelf  as  their  Jpiritual  father  in  Chrift,  14, — j  6.  And Joews  his 
great  concern  for  theniy  in  that  he  had  fent  Timothy  to  them,  and 
intended  himfelf  to  come,  and  rectify  diforders  among  them,  17) — 21. 


Tmt,  Paraphrase. 

^Vccc^nTof  u*  A  S  to  the  chans £tcr,  under  which  I  and  my  dear  fel- 
oTihe  mini-  low  labourers  would  be  regarded  among  you ;  let 
or  Chrift,  none  exalt  us  too  high,  as  though  we  had  dominion  e- 
ver  their  faith  j  (2  Cor.  1.  24.)  nor  make  fo  little  ac¬ 
Cod.  count  of  our  office,  as  though  it  were  contemptible*  in- 

fignificant,  or  unneceflary :  Not  let  them  be  influenced, 
by  any  externa!  or  perfonal  confi derations  whatfoever, 
to  depreciate  fume,  and  idolize  others,  that  are  faith¬ 
ful  :  But  let  every  one,  laying  aCde  a  party-fpirit,  judge 
concerning  us  ail,  as  neither  more  nor  left  *  than  the 
fetvants  of  Chrift,  whom  he  has  commiilioned  and 
commanded,  qualified  and  aflifts,  to  labour  under  him, 
and  in  fuhordination  to  him,  who  is  ourLord  and  Matter 
and  the  great  fubjed  of  our  mioiftry,  and  on  whom  all 
its  fuceeft  depends :  And  let  them  confider  us  as  per- 
fons,  whom  he  has-advanced  to  an  honourable  and  im¬ 
portant,  though  laborious  ttation  in  his  houft  and  fa¬ 
mily,  as  ft  e  wards  in  truft,  for  difpenfing,  both  to  Jevn 
and  Gentility  the  great  and  unfearchable  doctrines  of 
the  gofpcl  of  the  grace  of  God  -f. 

2  Further- 


NOTES, 


f  The  word,  rendered  miri/idts, 

U  commonly  med  for ftrviwis,  and  purru  li¬ 
ly  ft  unifies  Juch  urvaiits,  ac  laboured  in  run* 
iajVeffcfs ;  and  fc  intmiBCesthjt  minifters  art 
to  take  great  paim  is  their  Lord's  work,  like 
lmder-roiytti  ro  him. 

t  By  the  *tyjl tries  GcJt  fome  underhand 
the  t vwd  and  iWswc nft*  Jiul  though  the 
as  wll  as  the  firftof  thefc  arc,  (o 
hr  difpenftd  hy  the  mimrfere  of  Chrtft,  and 
end  the  l.srtf’t  Svppif,  nrc  often 
flyieil  nijfidria  hy  the  znticntr;  yet  l  don’t 
fciiH  that  the  fenpture  ever  lifts  the  word  in 
the  bii  vi  thefu  ft  nils ;  and  the  o  pa  flic  had 
1j;H  of  himillf,  i-  17,  that  the  priiiri- 
pji  verfc,  which  Onifc  hid  tent  him, 
was  net  to  but  /*  frtxib  /iv  gefyti; 

and  ikisis^kii  he  immcdijidy  rehrsto  bore: 
Pf*r  thh.  heft  .'■.jrtC':  with  the  foregoing  enn- 
tc^fj  uiul  v;i:h  his  cwji  vsfc  of  the  wcr4 


other  placet,  where,  hy  mjflatcst  he  com- 
nsj«idy  means  th<  dbu  rimer  ofChrifl,  In  one 
view  or  other,  -nd  often  with  refpeO  to  the 
calling  of  the  GcxiUti*  And  theft  may  be 
erdkd  the  my  ft  cries  of  Godt  as  llicy  wire 
fcctrtsiii  ht*  own  brcall,  t'lt  he  revealed  them, 
ftrft  more  nbfondy  under  the  Old  Tcfta* 
merit,  and  now  more  dearly  under  the  Hew; 
(/Cam.  xvt,  ayt  id.)  and  =a,  after  all  (be  dif- 
covuics  God  has  made  of  them  in  the  gif- 
]«],  many  things  contained  tn  them  «t  in- 
comprrhcnftbft  to  cwr  narrow  undfrihnJ* 
in^ ;  (i  J~;rK,  Ml.  id,)  and  they  arc  AlJI 
fo  myftcriouh  to  f'arnhl  minds,  thttthey  have 
no  fpirrrual  dtfcrrning  of  their  troth  aod  im- 
portartcc,  csccilence  and  gloiyi  ^  not  being 
p/tf  to  tbrm  to  jfotfw  theft  jT/w 

K  of  HiWvttu  (Chap*  ii.  14*  and  Mattli* 

xiii.  ii*} 


Ch.  iv,  7$e  Ftrfi  Spifik  to  the-  Corintiuass  farapbrnfeA, 

»  MoN9nr.it  2  Furthermore,  to  let  you  know  what  fort  of  minif- 
ters  ®  mean»  that  are  to  be  erteemed  for  their  work’s 
:nri  be  fouad  fake,  1  would  add,  that  it  is  ttid:fpenfih:y  rcqitifne  in 
toand  fatbftii.  fuch  a  fervant  of  Chrift,  as  is  worthy  of  the  chara&er 
of  a  ftemard)  that  he  by  no  means  neglect,  pervert,  or 
betray  his  rruft,  or  deal  partially  in  it ;  but  that,  in 
difehargmg  it,  he  be  faithful  to  his  Lord  *  to  his  own 
confcience;  to  the  truth  and  importance  of  the  gofpel 
committed  to  him ;  and  ra  the  fouls  he  miniflers  to,  as 
not  Jbtmmng  to  declare  the  vikcle  counfel  of  God,  but  gi¬ 
ving  to  every  one  bit  portion  in  due  feafon.  (A£ts  xx. 
17.  and  Luke  lii,  42.) 

a  But  with  me  3  And  (Jt)  as  to  tnyfelf,  though  fome  among  you 
may  in v  id  to  nil y  fuggeft^  as  though  I  were  faife  to  my 
be  judged  <>f  you,  trutr,  that  is  no  great  matter  of  uneafmefs  to  me,  To 

affected  by  it.  I  would  indeed 

lu'gt  Mt  sm  -  -  - - fiipporr  the  integrity  of  my  ch=- 

rdf,  racier,  for  the  honour  of  Chrm  and  religion,  and  for 

my  greater  ufefulnefs  in  the  church:  Bur,  with  rcfpetl 
to  the  Ante  of  the  cafe  between  God  ami  my  own  foul 
it  is  a  mere  trifling  inconliderable  thing,  of  the  lead 
moment  and  coofequcncc  imaginable,  in  my  account, 
that  1  Ihould  be  judged  and  confuted  by  any  of  you,  or 
rafhly  condemned,  as  an  unfaithful  iteward,  in  the  o- 
pinion  of  any  man  whatfoever ;  Thcfe  things  do  not 
move  me;  fmee  I  am  net  to  ftand  or  fall  at  the  bar  of 
men,  who  a  flume  to  themfelves  a  power  of  judging  me 
in  their  day,  n»vw)  which  can  reach  uo 

farther  than  the  prefent  lift;  nor  am  I  to  be  dealt  with, 
in  the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  acrording  to  their  fallible, 
partial,  and  prejudiced  fentiments  about  me :  Nay, 
though  1  know  my  own  heart  better  than  any  other  man 
can,  I  will  not  pretend  to  be  abfolurely  fure,  that  I  am 
thoroughly  right  in  my  own  judgment  about  my  entire¬ 
ly  difinterefted  faithfulnefs  in  the  difeharge  of  every 
duty  incumbent  upon  me,  according  to  my  fin  cere  aims 
and  endeavours,  as  a  mint  tier,  and  as  a  thrifUan. 

4  Far  1  know  4  For  though  I  can  boiu-niy  declare,  that  1  nm  not 
by  “y*  confcious  of  any  deiigued  or  allowed  unfaithful nefs  in 
myfc!f  >  and  my  rejoicing  it  this,  the  te/lmonj  of  my 
b«  confcience ,  that  in  fitnpiicUj  and  godly  fneerityt  net  by 
Jie/bty  -wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  6/  God,  I  have  had  my 
converfatim  m  the  -world and  mere  abundantly  to  you 
■wards ;  (2  Cor.  i.  t2*}  yet  alas!  Such  is  the  remaining 
inadvertence  and  treachery  of  my  own  heart,  and  in  fo 
many  things  me  all  offendy  (Jam.  iii.  2.)  that  I  dare  not 
depend  on  what  I  have  doue,  as  a  fuilicirtit  jollification 


or  of  IDSD^  judg- 

mnt  :  yea,  I 


far  as  I  am  pctfonally 
be  dulv  concerned  to 
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but  he  that  yodg* 
cth  me  Is  the 
Lord* 


j  Therefore 
judge  nutbing  be¬ 
fore  the  time,  un¬ 
til  the  Lord 
come,  who  both 
wilt  bring  to 
hght  the  hidden 
things  of  dark* 
iiefs  t  aid  wilt 
roAr  mitv-feft  (he 
^outilVU  of  the 
hearts;  and  then 
ihall  every  man 
have  pnlfe  of 


4  And  theft 
things*  brethren  * 
1  have  in  a  figure 
transferred  totpy* 
ielf,  and  /*  A- 
t'nlios*  for  your 
fakes  ;  that  ye 
might 


of  myfelf,  and  my  conduQ,  in  God’s  account  *t  But  I 
humbly  appeal  for  my  integrity  to  the  final  decifion  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  bimfclf,  the  omnifeitnr  judge  of  alb  by 
whofe  fcntence  alone  my  caufe  mull  be  determined 
when  I  appear  at  his  awful  tribunal;  and  though  be 
knows  me  to  be  fmcere,  l  look  for  gracious  acceptance 
of  my  perfon  and  fer  vices,  not  on  that  account,  but 
through ^his  merit  and  righteoufnefs. 

5  Let  none  of  you  therefore  anticipate  the  great  de- 
ctfivc  day  of  trial,  by  taking  upon  yourfelves  to  pafs 
fentence  before  hand  upon  me,  or  others  of  my  bre¬ 
thren  ;  Take  heed  of  judging  our  hearts,  which  God 
only  can  know;  (i  Kings  vi».  39,)  and  of  going  into 
uncharitable  ceniures  upon  us,  left  ye  yourfelves  be 
judged;  (Matt!/,  y ii.  1,  a.(  but  wait  till  the  Lord  Je¬ 
fus  hitrtfclf  fliall  come  to  judge  the  quid  and  the  deadtat 
his  appearing  and  his  kingdom :  {  1  Ti  m.  iv.  1 ,)  'J'hcn 
he,  who  /torches  the  reins  and  hearts,  (Kev.  ii.  13) 
will  bring  forth,  and  lay  open  the  fee  ties,  that  are  now 
covered  with  the  thickcft  darknefs,  and  will  fet  thofe 
things  in  the  deareft  light,  which  at  prefent  are  con¬ 
cealed  from  human  view,  and  yet  are  neccflary  to  be 
known,  in  order  to  a  juft  eftinute  of  petfons  and  cau- 
fes ;  and  be  will  then,  make  plain  difeoveries  of  the  molt 
fecret  principles  and  difpofitions,  thoughts,  contriv¬ 
ances,  and  defigns  of  every  one’s  mind  and  heart,  both 
of  theirs  that  give  themfclves  the  liberty  of  fitting  in 
judgment  upon  others,  and  of  tbeirs  that  are  cenfored 
by  them :  Aod  as  many  may  pofObly  be  acquitted  in 
that  day,  whom  we  now  condemn  and  vilify;  and  ma¬ 
ny  may  be  condemned  then,  whom  we  now  admire 
and  applaud  ;  fo  every  one  of  thofe,  and  thofe  only, 
who  {hall  then  be  approved  of  God,  will  be  publicly 
owned  and  honoured  by  him,  how  unrighteouflyfoever 
they  may  have  been  arraigned  and  caft,  at  the  bar  of 
man’s  judgment  here. . 

6  Thefe  things,  my  dear  brethren,  I  have  repre Tent¬ 
ed  in  a  figurative  flrain,  as  perfonating  myfelf  and  the 
eloquent  Apoilos,  by  fubftitutmg  our  own  names,  in* 
flead  of  others  which  are  intended,  under  this  borrow* 
ed  form  of  fpecch :  and  1  have  chofen  to  refer  the  ap¬ 
plication  to  your  own  thoughts,  for  avoiding  envy  and 
offence,  and  out  of  mere  tendernefs  to  you ;  that  from 
your  own  reflexions  on  wbat  has  been  laid,  about  our 

diC- 


NOTE. 


*  Though  jufi'firi  here  rtfirr*  immediately 
to  the  eSnirge  of  Onfuthfulaefi.  uf  ncglcf^ 
in  the  apolile’s  fii!u!ling  (hr  rimy  of  hit  <>f- 
f«;  yet  it  Ihrw.  how  cart:  j1  he  war  to  re- 


nuanee  all  pretence*  to  juftificatlon  before 
(.Ml,  on  tlie  foot  of  hie  own  iincere  oStiU. 
tiec,  when  he  fpvtc  of  thai\  and  tbtnftK  I 
have  added  a  hint  of  this  Ibrt. 
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might  karn  in 
uvn»t  to  think  of 
w it  above  that 
uhidi  U  «riueat 
that  00  00c  of 
yon  he  puffed  up 
Lur  one  a£cnft 
further. 


7  Foruhomik* 
cih  iKet  ti  difler 
ft  cm  anorhtri  and 
what  haft  thou 
that  thou  dirift 
not  receive  - bow 

if 


difehiming  all  authority  over  your  faith  and  consciences, 
and  about  our  being  only  fervent s  of  Chrijt ,  (ver.  i.) 
and  Minifterj)  by 'whom  ye  believed^  (chap*  iii.  5*)  ye 
might  be  inflrufted  to  take  heed  of  entertaining  a  high¬ 
er  opinion  of  any  mere  man  whatfoever,  than  appears 
to  be  his  due,  according  to  what  I  have  now  wrote  on 
this  head,  agreeable  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  word  of 
God:  Add  my  defign  in  all  thisds*  to  adjuit  your  fen* 
timents  about  Mcny  that  none  of  you,  from  a  factious 
fpirit,  may  over  value  or  vainly  boaft  of,  and  pride 
himfdf  in,  any  one  of  your  admired  leaders,  to  the  con¬ 
temning  and  running  down  of  another,  who,  on  the 
contrary,  may  be  as  much  cryed  up  by  his  own  party, 
while  neither  of  them  are  any  thing  more  than  God 
makes  them  to  be  to  you  ;  and  therefore  alt  your  glory¬ 
ing  fhould  he  in  him,  and  not  at  all  in  them,  or  in 
yuurfelves,  on  account  of  what  benefit  ye  may  have  re¬ 
ceived  by  their  means,  (chap,  i,  29,-31*) 

7  For  to  hide  piide  from  your  own  eyes*,  as  well 
as  to  prevent  your  idolizing  of  one  Minifter,  to  the  de¬ 
preciating  of  another,  ccmfider  how  the  matter  Hands 
with  refpe£t  to  your  own  attainments.  I  would  fay  to 
any  one  of  you,  that  thinks  too  highly  of  himfelf,  or  of 
iultruments,  who  is  it  that  has  made  yourfeff  to  differ 
in  your  fpirit ual  advantages,  from  what  you  once  was, 
and  from  whar  multitudes  of  others  Hill  are?  Who  has 


dlftinguifhed  you  from  them,  by  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  Spirit  which  you  are  partakers  of?  Or  whence  is 
it  that  one  of  you  excels  another  in  them  ?  It  is  not 
from  any  power  or  werrhinefs  of  your  own,  who  was 
dead  in  trtfpajfes  end  jinsj  and  by  nature  a  child  of 
wrath,  even  as  others;  (Eph*  ii,  t,  3,)  nor  is  it  from 
any  (hill  or  virtue  in  him  that  planted,  or  him  that  wa¬ 
tered,  who  are  only  Minijlers ,  by  whom  ye  believed,  e- 
ven  as  ibe  Lord  gave  iu:to  you  z  (chap,  iii*  6,  7-)  All 
is  therefore  emirely  and  alone  of  his  free  favour,  who 
gives  the  increafe,  and  diilributes  his  bkfiings,  in  a  fc* 

vereign 

NOTE. 


4  When  I  refleAt  that  all  sdong,  Id  :hc 
pircedingand  following  verfe?,  the  apnftfc 
ii  i'lJCRkiug)  not  to  the  leaders,  hut  to  rhe 
mcmiicrf  of  the  church,  asdi&u^uilhtn  from 
tlittn,  I  cannot  tril  how  to  think,  with  the 
grneial  Arcam  of  cupofitovs,  llut  this- verfe 
iJatcsmoft  immediately,  much  iefs  to 
thefe  leaders;  nor.  or*  that  lup^cft  tier.,  can 
J  make  out  the  p«pr'tty  iutet  vf  the 
*onnc£ituIl  and  ArguHicui,  with  in.y  tolrrahk 
Indififtion  to  uiy/iilf  :  Fur  this  \ufe  1$ 
brought  in  to  repre’s  the  pride,  not  of  llif ■  A: 
t’or  whom  the  brethren  (vcr.  were  jivrird 
\-i'i  of  the  broiirta  themkives,  that  ils-y 


H'iJfht  by  ifi^c  sU  gloryinj;  1”  **  ton* 

fidmng  liut  all  Jjmitual  imfovmcnEs,  which 
dirit'giiitli  any  [ieip-n«  ^halt'ocvcr, 
tin-ly  o-winir  to  the  fret  gift  nf  God  ;  ami  fa 
die  arj^uTTCiit  sjpinft  boaiting,  on  account  of 
what  they  UicmtHvCi  had  received,  by  means 
oftluti-  inmiflcir's  Ubs  urs7  is  much  of  the 
time  Itjabi  wfch  that,  which  U  idcJ  againft 
glorying  in  ilatVi  pj-tflnre,  chip*  i.  %$ — 3** 
where  it  mJoubrcflty  relates  to  laving  benc- 
fitc  And  tJn>t  it  is  not  to  hc&.lktfj  tijjtei.** 
cJ  here  to  iplrittidl  Seethe  u u 

vsr.  3. 
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if  ihoti  did  ft  not 
receive  iiy  why 
do ft  then  glory 
a?  'f  them  n*dft 
oot  laxircd  it  i 


B  Mow  ye  Jit 
fall*  now  fc  are 
rich*  ye  ha« 
reigned  is  kin^t 
with  oof  at;  and  I 
would  to  God  fc 
did  icigf)|  that 
we  alib  siighc 
reign  with  job. 


vereign  manner,  to  whom,  and  in  what  degree*  he 
plcafcs*  Now  if  you  received  all  yourfupcrnauiral  and 
dillingtiifhing  benefits  only  as  his  free  gift*  and  from 
hts  gracious  and  powerful  operation  upon  you,  how  in- 
folcnr,  prepoftcrous,  and  ungrateful  is  it?  How  disho¬ 
nourable  ro  God,  and  unworthy  of  your  chrifkian  cha¬ 
racter,  amt  of  your  abfolute  dependence  upon  him,  and 
obligations  to  him,  for  you  to  vaunt  and  pride  youifelf 
in  them)  or  in  the  intkrumems  of  conveying  them,  as  if 
tbefe  excellent  Weffings  were  the  produff  of  yourown  ft  ti¬ 
dy,  diligence,  or  merit,  or  of  their  art,  and  not  a  mere 
vouch fnfrmcnt  of  free  favour  from  the  God  of  all  gratr  ? 

8  And  yet  there  feeing  to  be  too  much  of  this  unbe¬ 
coming  and  felf'fuflicient  temper  in  fome  cf  you  ;  ye 
are  now  fatisfied  with  your  prefent  condition,  under, 
the  ccnduft  of  your  new  teachcra,  who  fill  up  with  i>- 
ver*  weaning  thoughts  of  yourown  accomplifliments,  as 
veil  as  of  theirs ;  ye  now  imagine  yourfelves  to  abound 
greatly  in  fpiritual  wifdotn  and  grace,  as  well  as  in  hu* 
man  knowledge  and  learning,  and  in  the  good  things 
of  this  life  ;  and  ye  piide  yourfelves  in  your  religious, 
as  well  as  other  acquirements,  as  though,  like  princes, 
ye  were  arrived  at  the  height  of  profperity  of  every 
kind,  apart  from  us,  who  furfl  planted  and  watered  the 
gofpe!  among  you;  without  our  concurrence;  and  while 
we  are  abfent  from  you;  and  as  though  ye  never  had  re¬ 
ceived,  and  now  no  further  need  any  aflUtance  front  us  : 
And  [  heartily  vrHh,  that  ye  did  indeed  flotmfh 

in  every  thing  that  is  great,  excellent,  and  glorious  and 
moil  highly  worthy  the  chrifkian  ch  a  rafter  *,  as  much 
as  ye  fancy  yourfelves  to  do;  that  fo  we  might  rejoice 
in  your  mercy,  and  fliare  in  your  happinefs  and  glory, 
as  minifters  that  were  really  inflrumental,  in  the  hand 
of  rtae  Lord,  towards  your  enjoying  them,  whatever 
fome  think  to  the  contrary ;  and  that  we  might  no  longer 
be  flighted  and  defpifed  by  you,  to  the  increafing  of  our 
many  tribulations,  which  are  fo  great  already* 

9  For 


NOTE* 


#  The  apoftle*;  fry  log,  I  nifi  ye  rtigtij 
that  vrt  nlfr  might  tag*  it tih  yew,  intimates, 
llui  they  arrogated  to  ihctriJilw  what  they 
realty  were  not  poffeflcd  of*  and  urhit  he 
would  h»ebecnghd  to  have  ginned  in  with 
them.  But  it  is  certain  that  they  did  remark* 
sUy  cxctl  in  Jpirifuitl  asU  evident  from 

irjp'u  y*  7*  and  Qjjixih  being  a  rich  and 
tWrWhta"  city,  it  fLpjxiT?  from  what  the  a- 
jiofti-  wrvte  to  them  aWu  thdr  collations 
frrthcpcor  flints,  a  chap.  v:ii*  and 

t*-  ;l:at  thv’ir  **trU!j  uexc  aifaci- 


cotiy  affluent  to  ha*c  relieved  his,  and  his 
fdlow  labourers  nec^flUies,  tlui  they,  in  thi* 
refpeit,  might  reign  with  them :  And  thtr*- 
fore,  when  he  wified  that  they  aid  rri^v,  he 
furely  meam  fomerhiag  more  than  all  thtic; 
and  what  could  that  be,  but  their  aboend;:;;* 
attain  men  is  in^r^eand  faiiae/i,  which  they 
no  doubt,  ftdftly  ailitracd  to  ihctnftivciS  frid 
gloried  inT  as  wei!  as  iu  (heir  Ipirit oat  gifts, 
and  temporal  veahh;  and  which  he  would 
have  rfjojccl  to  £j«l  in  (hep). 


*  for  I  think 
tbil  dcd  bath  fet 
furdi  tii  ipo- 
Rtes  Uft,  as  Tt 
were  ippadcJu) 
Jrath*  Far  we  art 
made  a  fpcftade 
Unto  the  world, 
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^  For  as  to  ipyfelf*  whowjs  called  lad  of  all  to  the 
Apoftlefhip  %^[cbap.  xv.  8«i)  and  as  to  other  Apoftles  of 
Ohrid*'  who^Rsweli  as  1*  are  his  lad  wltncffrs  and  ex* 
traordinary-mefleitgers  to  the  church*  as  coming  after 
his  former  fer  rents*  the  Prophets  $  It  feems  ro  me*  by 
the  operations  of  divine  providence,  that  God  for  the 
nd  to  angdi>  mamfeftation  of, his  own  power  and  glory  in*  and  by 
:,tu  to  atn.  us*  has  exp^Ted  os  to  the  extreme^  perils*  as  tbofe  con* 
demned  criminals  among  the  Roman*  wecc»  that  ufrj 
to  be  brought  lad  upon  the  theatre*  and  madc.a  public 
fhow  of*  as  perfons  devoted  to  cruel  combats,  which  at 
ail  events*  tnuft  end  in  their  death  * :  For  by  the  feve- 
rity,  the  ignominy*  and  ftrangc  variety  of  otirconfli&a 
with  all  forts  of  raiferies  and  deaths,  we  arc  brought  u- 
pon  the  ihtgC  of  this  world  to  be  made  a  public  gazing 
flock*  and  a  fign  to  be  wondered  at  by  every  fpe&ator ; 
by  holy  Angels*  with  applauding  wonder*  and  all  good 
men*  with  pity  and  companion  ^.and  by  the  fallen  An* 
gets*  and  aH' the  wicked  upon  earth*  with  barbarous  in- 
fult  and  triumph* 

loin  this  bitu^rion*  which  is  fo  very  different  from  yours 
we  are  thbnght  ro  be  weak  and  foolifti  creatures  by  the 
men  of  this  world*  and  perhaps*  by  fome  of  yourfelves 
for  preaching  the  plain  doctrines  of  a  crucified  Saviour 
firwig;  ycartho-  antj  ^at  their  full  extent  to  Gentile j*  as  well  as  Jews 
jefpifed,  and  for  running  fo  many  hazards  thereby  ;  but  ye  aic 
wonderful  wife  and  prudent  men  in  your  own  opinion* 
and  in  the  efteempf  many  others*  hecaufe  ye  have  fo 
much  worldly  policy*  as  to  run  no  rifks  for  Chrift  and 
ro  varmfh  over  the  do&rines  of  his  gofpel  with  human 
eloquence,  that  ye  may  accommodate  them,  and  recom¬ 
mend  yourfelves  to  the  tafte  of  men  of  corrupt  minds; 
We  are  onprefled  with  numerous  fuileringstn  his  caufe* 
to  the  infeeblmg  of  ouf  bodily  frrength  f ;  but  your 
curpor**]  flrmgth  'and  cmufoi  tg  ait  uoi  iua paired  by  any 
tribulations  for  his  name's  fake  ;  your  worldly  wifdom 
having  carried  you  into  meafures  to  efcapc  them  in  your 
profeffion  of  Chrifl  and  the  gofpfd ;  Ye  likevrile  (land 
in  high  repumion  with  the  men  of  this  world  and  with 

carnal 

N  O  T  E  S* 

*  Thave  given  Yarions  ftrifos  of  hsfi  t,f  irft  them  a  gain  ft  the  Hanger*  they  were  ex* 
jih!  Aneamong  rhereft,  which  carries  a  ltrar<£ 
aiiuliuii  to  the  crtwiiw/j,  that  itl  the  pnbi  c 
^imcs  were  brought  Ittjt  upon  the  fbjje,  an^ 
fright  he  called  men  dti nttd  & 

j&lvi  hecaufc  aftvr  ihe  raomrnis  c^Twr.unis 
(  whu  were  allowed  armour  to  titfcii J  tlicm- 
t:ives  againft  the  wiU.beatts)  had  pLiycd 
i^ir  jartwi  the  theatre,  thefe  were  brought 
u  soon,  without  wy  w  pFy- 


to  We  rw-rfnoit 
for  CJitUTs  Ikkc, 
but  yt  are  wile  in 
Chrift :  wc  'art 
weak*  but  ye  arc 


poitid  to;  und  if  thfyejbpei)  with  their  lives 
one  clay*  they  were  rtlerrrd  for  the  Hem, 
and  lb  Oil,  lilt  they  wuix  flu’n,  (be  Dr,  /f*w- 
mcttdttd  Hrh:th-u 

*  iVesk  f«me  fignifics  pf* 

fiE}edt  and  loaded  uirh  fuifci  iq^-s  as  lit  chip- 
ii.  3  iiid  i  tV,  viL  to.  and  xUt,  ^  and  t  Imvc 
tnkert  i;  in  that  fc itfc  here,  to  keep  the  Mns 
liunnO  !□  ihtSj  aud  the  for eg>i:p^ 
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tj  Eim  into 
this  prtfcnt  hour 
w  twh  hunger 
and  thirft,  aod 
naked,  and  are 
bu  feted,  and 
have  no  certain 
dwelling-plate; 


it  Aadlibmir* 
working  with  our 
own  bands:  be¬ 
ing  reviled*  we 
bids:  being  per- 
freured*  wc  iuf- 
fa-  in 


13  Bdng  de¬ 
famed  ,  we  in- 
treat  t  w<  are 
made  ai  ihe  fikh 
of 


carnal  temporizing  profeflbrs,  on  all  thefe  accounts ;  but 
we  are  looked  upon,  and  treated  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
tempt  for  our  faithful  adherence  to  him,  and  bis  pure 
gofpei,  under  thefe  difadvantageous  circuinftances. 

11  Ye  lire  in  the  rnidft  of  all  outward  eafe  and  af¬ 
fluence,  in  a  rich  city,  and  in  a  commodious  houfes  of 
your  own  ;  hut  we,  ever  Gnce  we  gave  up  our  names  to 
the  Lord  jefus,  and  entered  upon  his  fervice,  even  to 
this  very  day,  areexpofed  to  all  the  hardihips  of  hunger 
and  thirft,  and  nakednefs,  as  being  often  fo  deftitutc  of 
the  conveniencies  and  comforts  of  life,  that  we  fcarce 
haveneceffary  food  to  eat  or  decent  appa tel  to  put  on:  And 
not  ordyfo;  bur,  in  one  place  and  another,  we  are 
likewife  cxercifed  with  the  (harp  and  ignominious  difeip- 
line  of  being  (mitten  on  the  face  with  the  band,  fcourged 
with  thongs,  and  beaten  with  rods  j  {ASls.  xxiti.  2 -  and  a. 
Car.  xi.  23— -25.}  and,  like  our  great  Lord  and  Matter, 
(Lvke  ix*  58.)  we  arc  harrafled  and  driven  from  one  ci¬ 
ty,  town,  and  country,  to  another,  and  forced  to  wan¬ 
der  about,  like  vagabonds,  that  have  no  houfe  or  home 
or  certain  habitation,  that  can  be  called  our  own. 

1 2  And,  while  ye  are  liberal  to  your  new  teachers,  and 
might  eafijy  have  (pared  a  competent  fupply  for  us,  we 
have  earned  our  bread  with  the  fweat  of  our  brows  am) 
the  labour  of  our  hands ;  aod  have  chafe  to  do  fo  when 
circumftances  called  for  it,  rather  than  feem  burden- 
fome,  to  you,  or  other  churches,  or  than  prejudice  any 
againft  us,  as  mercenary  creatures,  and  againit  the  gof- 
el  on  that  account:  [Alls  xviii.  3.  and  xx.  34. 1  Thejf.  2.  9. 
and  2  Epift.  iii.  8.)  While  we  are  loaded  with  curfes  and 
reproaches  by  oor  enemies  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  who  alfo 
fuffered  the  like  himfelfj  we,  according  to  his  command 
and  example,  [Matth.  v.  44,  and  Lttke  xxiii.  34.)  heartily 
with  and  pray  for  bleflings  to  come  down  upon  them, 
that  they  may  repent  and  befaved  :  While  we  are  inju¬ 
red  in  our  liberty,  eafe,  and  property  for  confcicncc 
fake,  wc  patiently  bear  it  •,  and,  inftead  of  rendering 
evil  for  evilf  we  endeavour  to  overcome  evil  milk  good. 
(Rom.  xii.  17,  21.) 

13  While  we  arc  maliconfly  flandered  and  ftigmatiz- 
cd  with  odious  imputations,  and  our  name  is  cafi  sot,  ns 
evil  for  Chrifi* s  fake,  (Luke  vi.  22.)  we  make  no  re¬ 
turns  of  opprobrious  language  to  tbofe  that  abufe  us  ; 
hut  exhort  and  befeech  them,  in  a  gentle,  kind,  and 
tender  manner,  for  their  own  fakes,  as  well  outs,  to 
entertain  more  juft  and  favourable  thoughts  of  us: 
But  notwithftanding  all  this  inoffenfive,  meek,  and 
winning  behaviour,  we  all  along  have  been,  and  to 

this 
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ftiw  world,  mi  this  very  day  continue  to  be  accounted,  treated,  and 
^  of*  aUihinn  trampled  upon,  as  tbe  viieft  of  Wretches  that  are  not 
-to  this  day.  fit  to  live;  as  the  very  fintrof  all  that  is  loathfome  and 
abominable  in  the  world  ;  and  the  refufe  of  all  things  *  j 
yea,  we  are  deemed  proper  viftims  for  averting  the  di¬ 
vine  anger,  as  if  we  were  thecaufe  of  all  public  cala¬ 
mities,  and  to  be  every  way  as  defptcable,  and  as  much 
to  be  abhorred,  as  the  very  worlt  of  men,  whom  the 
Heathens  ufed  to  offer  in  fieri  fice,  for  the  purgation  of 
their  cities  in  a  time  of  peftiience,  or  other  public  ca¬ 
lamities. 

■4  l  wite  mt  14  1  do  not  draw  out  this  particular  detail  of  con* 
,'Ctc  thln*f  tempt  uous  and  injurious  treatment,  which  we  have  met 
tx.li.vcii  font  with  and  to  which  even  fomc  of  you  have  not  a  little 

-Ajmjvir.  contributed,  by  negle&itig,  flighting,  and  grieving  us  j 
nor  do  1  fpeak  of  your  proud  and  vain  boafthigs,  and 
of  our  meek,  patient,  and  benevolent  carnage  under 
our  fufferings,  with  a  defign  of  degrading  and  defam¬ 
ing  you,  or  of  expofing  you  to  contempt  and  difgrace 
among  other  churches,  though  it  mud  be  owned  that 
ye  have  too  much  reafon  to  be  alhamed  in  your  own 
minds  j- ;  but  I  mention  thefe  things  in  a  tender  man¬ 
ner,  and  in  great  kindnefs  and  fatthfulnefs  to  you,  that 
like  an  affectionate  father,  I  may  caution  andadmooifli 
you,  as  my  dear  children,  to  take  heed  of  pride  and 
felf-conceit,  and  of  a  (inful,  unbecoming  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  us,  the  Apoftlcs  of  Chrilt ;  and  to  attend  to  your 
own  duty,  with  all  humility  and  circumfpeftion,  for 
time  to  come, 

li  ^VaV'10^  1 5  ^or  though  y«  may  have  ever  fo  many,  even  were 

they  myriads  (*>?<*»- of  the  mod  famous  tea- 
uts  iii  Chiift,  yet  chers,  to  help  you  forward,  like  fchoolmafters,  in  the 
'*«-<■)*  nocmany  ways  of  religion  ;  and  how  ufeful  foeveT  ye  may  fuppofc 
Chrift  I"em  t0  "ave  been,  for  aluning  your  growth  in  grace 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrilt  ^  yet  yc  have  not  many 
fpiritual  Fathers,  that  have  a  paternal  care  and  affection 
for  you,  as  having  been' the  inftruments,  as  1  was,  of 

firit 

NOTES. 

*  The  critics  hivt  generally  shier  vrd*  that  t  l*  «  admirable  prudence,  and  fwcet* 
ih*  wurilfi  aiul  Tipt^pa.)  ncfs  nf  tnfinuarion,  tbnr  the  apoftle  apojo* 

here  rendered  tbtfiith  and  allude  gift  for  hi*  men  honing 'he  foregoing  things 

to  a  known ojftwnumnng  tl»  heathens,  who  to  take  off  offence,  and  cJUblilfc  h:s  own  au- 
» ere  wont  to  cboofc  human  vUtimf  out  of  tlicrity*  by  idling  them  that  it  wus  not  dc* 
lit:  chegs  of  the  pL'o|\lc;  to  fatrifirc  yearly  to  ftgntd  to  upbraid  and  expofe  them  ;  but  ca- 
their  Gods,  by  way  of  expiation;  and  when  ly,  in  his  parental  affection,  to  caution  them 
t-iliicd  with  the  plaguy  orothcr  poblitflli-  againfl  fim,  which  they  bio  plainly  were 
Kilty,  ufed  to  oder  one  of  tbe  nttatidl,  the  guilty  of  *  hit  which  ft  mi^ht  have  been  too 
iTIdl,  and  the  nrnil  fordid  of  the  people*  exasperating  for  him  to  have  fbr  eaptefely 
tu;1  the  lu  ft  ration  of  the  city,  to  clsanie  it  mentioned*  apd  dircOly  charged  upon  thrm* 
t!^«n  rhe  guilt  which  might  be  fuppofaJ  to  as  may  be  proper  to  represent  in  a  parajihrafc* 
Live  brought  the  judgment  upon  it. 
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JtiJ'n  o  forming  Chrift  in  you  ;  and  fo  there  is  none*  to 
througiTdicj^r-  w^om  ye  ought  to  pay  a  great'- r  regard,  than  to  me  : 
ptL  For  it  can’t  be  dented,  but  that  I  was  the  firft  who  plan* 


ted  the  gofpel  among  yon*  unto  which  God  gave  a  hap¬ 
py  increafe;  (cbap.  iii.  6.)  or  that  1  had  the  honour  of 
begetting  yon  to  Chrift,  not  indeed  efficiently  as  though 
1  were  the  author  of  the  new  birth:  but  minifterialiy 
and  inftrumeatally,  by  means  of  my  preaching  the  got 
.  „  „M  pel  to  you. 

1  hefeKfa yw^be  Though  I  might  therefore  well  fpeak  with  the 

yc  follower*’ of  high  tone  of  a  Father’s  authority,  to  chaige  and  com- 
mc*  mand  you  ;  yet  I  rather  choofc,  in  the  moft  endearing 

and  condefcending  manner,  to  bcfccch  and  exhort  you 
with  the  bowels  of  a  kind  and  loving  parent*  that*  in- 
ftead  of  turning  afide  after  thofc,  who  aim  at  corrupting 
the  /implicit  y  of  your  faith  and  manners,  ye  would  fol¬ 
low  my  directions,  which  I  delivered  to  you,  as  I  re* 
ceived  them  from  the  Lord  himfolf ;  (chap.  xi.  23.  and 
xv.  3.)  and  woald  be  imitators  of  my  exam¬ 

ple,  in  humility,  faith,  and  convention,  as  far  as  I 
therein  follow  him.  (chap.  xi.  x.) 

11  For  tM*  jp  To  excite  you  to  this,  and  affift  you  jo  it;  as  I 
ujao  yooTimo^  cannot  immediately  come  myfelf,  I  have,  in  the  ten¬ 
th**,  who. >  my  detnefs  of  my  concern  and  affection  for  you,  fent  the 
r*1?**!  h>vely  young  Evangelift  Timothy,  who,  haring  been  al- 

L01J,  who  (bail  &  convened  by  my  miniftry,  is.  as  Hear  to  me,  as  the 
bring’  you  into  Son  of  a  Father’s  own  Ukenefo  can  be  to  him,  and  as 
i*MKtnhranc<  of  an  excellent  brother  in  Chrift  ought  to  be  to  you  ;  and 
he  is  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  heartily  em- 
i«ich mry  «tm  barked  in  his  caufe  and  inteieft,  and  may  be  depended 
m  every  cWcfc.  upon,  for  his  integrity,  in  all  that  he  Ihall  lay  from  me, 
and  about  me :  He,  who  has  accompanied  me  in  my 
travels  and  labours,  (Aflt  at.  4.  and  Rom.  xvi.  21.)  and 
has  fully  kw am  my  dofirine,  manner  of  fife,  purpofe, 
faith,  long-fuff er'ing,  charity,  patience ,  perfections, 
and afiiSions,  &c.  {2  77m.  iii.  10,  if.)  he  will  not  on¬ 
ly  remind-  yon  (if  need  be)  of  what  I  have  preached, 
and  how  I  behaved,  when  I  was  with  you  ;  but  willaL 
fo  further  inform  you,  wbar  has  been  the  courfe  and  te¬ 
nor  of  my  life  and  do&riue,  by  the  grace  and  affiftance 
of  Chrift^  aud  to  his  glory,  according  to  what  I  have 
always  preached,  not  in  one  place  and  another  only ; 
but  uniformly  and  con  Handy  in  ail  the  churches,  wheic- 
foever  l  have  been,  as  well  as  when  I  was  with  you. 
mi*  ttfta*op0las  *8  I  underftand  that  your  falfe  teachers  and  their 
ihoogh  patty  perdu  in  their  evil  practices,  with  great  haughti- 
nefs  and  infolence ;  and  make  their  boaft,  with  a  fort  of 


intuiting  triumph,  as  though  I  were  loth,  and  afrai^to 

come 


ip  But  E  will 
o  me  to  you 
■tijrtlf,  if  the 
,'Td  wUl,  i mil 
:Ii  know  not  the 
of  them 
*  .tiv Ji  art  puffed 
■p  ;  but  the 


*o  For  the 
of  G*>d 
jiot  in  word, 
in  power* 
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!)o*sb  i  vo«U  come,  and  talk  with  them  face  to  face ;  and  ^perhaps 
■“ tume  lo  you*  they  may  ftrcogtben  their  confidences  of  this  fort,  from 
my  fending -?Iiiuir£yf  inftead  of  coming  in  perfon  to  you. 

19  But,  whatever  they  may  think,  1  fully  intend, 
and  am  very  defirous,  and  if  it  be  the  will  of  God,  and 
be,  in  whole  hands  are  all  my  ways,  Quit  give  me  op¬ 
portunity  for.it,  I  will  certainly,  ere  loog,  make  you  a 
vifit  ;  and  will  then  enquire  into,  try,  qnd  take  an  ex* 
aft  account  of  thofe,  that  behave  in  foch  a  proud  and 
imperious  manner :  Not  that. I  (hall  examine  Into  theft 
philofophy  and  learning,  eloquence  and  oratory,  high 
(welling  words  of  vanity  and  fpecious  profcffions  of  re¬ 
ligion,  upon  which  they  fo  modi  value  therafclves,  nod 
are  applauded  by  their  faction  •,  hat  the  main  point, 
that  1  (hall  confider,  and  fcarch  into,  is,  what  autho- 
■icy  they  have  to  preach  5  and  what  there  appears  to  be 
of  the  power  of  God,  and  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his 
fpirit  in  them,  and  in  their  miniftrations  i  as  alfo  what 
efficacy  attends  them  upon  their  own,  and  others  hearts 
and  lives. 

zo  For,  let  men  imagine  what  they  will  to  the  con* 
trary,  the  excellencies  and  blefiings  of  the  gofpel  ftate, 
in  which  God  has  erefted  his  kingdom  of  grace  here, 
to  be  confummated  in  the  kingdom  cf  glory  hereafter, 
do  not  coafilt  in  human  learning,  or  in  outward  pro* 
fe Cions ;  but  in  an  experience  of  .what  is  wrought  by 
rhe  power  of  God:  Nor  is  the  gofpel  propagated,  ora 
work  of  grace  bsgup  and  carried  on  in  the  foul,  by  fine 
words  and  ptrilofophical  reafohing  ;  but  by  the  miracu¬ 
lous  operations  of  the  fpirit,  for  confirming  the  troth  of 
one;  and  by  a  divine  energy,  which  attends  the  plain 
preaching  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  for  effecting  the  otbw, 
2t  Upon  the  whole  then,  in  what  manner,  would  ye 
wifli  and  choofe,  that  1  Ihouhl  come  among  you  ?  Is  it, 
that  it  ffiould  be,  as  wirh  a  rod  in  my  hand,  to  chaltise 
you  for  your  faults ;  and  with  all  the  feverity  of  my  a- 
poflolick  authority,  to  correct  offenders,  and  inlHQ  both 
fpi ritual  and  *  corporal  punifltments  upon  them,  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  due  deferts  ?  This  would  be  very  tikfome 
work  to  me,  arid  no  lefs  grievous  to  you  ;  and  yet  I 
(hall  be  forced  in  faithfulnds  to  proceed  to  this  extre¬ 
mity 

T  K, 

corporal  pnnilhmtnn  upon  notorious 
offenders,  as  iu  the  calc*  of  A*aataS  and  Scp- 
phirat  r'Jyma s  iheforct-rer,  and  Hjm?ncuitn& 
AftxsrJtYi  for  vindicating  t he  truth a*>4  purity 
of  the  ^ofpLl;  and  ffrildngcvciy  mind  with  awe* 
and  terror,  thai  (lioaM  dare  to  currtipt  or  op- 
pofeit.  Ads  v.  yt  10 ■  and  xiu*  ti*  and  1 
71m.  L  so*  Sec  Ur  li'bithys  noLM  on  this 
place,  and  cii  djp,  v*  3.  4. 


ti  Wiat  will 

vc?  fhall  I  come 
nut*  you  «ith  a 
rod,  or  in  love, 
ind 


N  O 

*  Cembtg  to  jhf  j*  inVfi  a  fW,  feems  to  fi^ 
*p>!7  than  baic'y  cumirtg  wi-h  the  rod 

*  *  “  /  t  to  pais  fpi  rim  al  cc  ni rre  s  whi  A 
apoftk  dircOi  the  church  itfeif  rodo 
:^f(FHghniit  the  follon/ini;  chapter;  and  by 
ti-fir  J uiufl  of  which,  they  would  petrent 
li  s  criming  whh  n  nxl  to  them,  ft  may 
(Kcrcfore  include,  ct  his  coming  to  ex- 
-jcife  that  power,  fthidi  the  apollkshad  to 
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knd  ru  the  fpiric 
ol  JDCckucft  } 


mhy*  if  I  fliould  find  them  obftinately  perilling  in 
their  evil  practices,  and  connived  at  by  the  church, 
{ebap*  v*  2»)  Or  would  yc  not  rather*  that  I  Ihouid 
come  with  a  heart  full  of  the  mod  affectionate  fatherly 
love*  and  in  a  fpiritof  meeknefs,  gentienefs,  and  kind* 
nefis,  to  encourage*  commend,  and  comfort  you  ?  This 
Iftiall  rejoice  to  do,  in  cat  what  has  been  fo  much  a- 
mifs  be  reformed,  before  I  come  among  you;  and  this 
would  be  every  way  as  agreeable  and  profitable  to  your* 
fetves,  as  delightful  to  me. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  an  important  truft  has  thrift  committed  to  his  miniftring  fenrants,  as 
ftcwardg  of  the  great  things  of  God,  which  are  now  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  and 
yet  forpafs  our  oomptchenfinn  !  And  how  fhould  they  be  concerned  bo  be  found 
faithful  in  difeharging  it  !  They  are  indeed  to  be  efteenied  highly  for  their  works 
fake;  but  it  is  a  finall  matter  with  them,  how  they  ftand  in  the  opinion  of  men, 
fince  he,  whofe  judgment  they  muft  abide  by,  is  the  Lord  :  To  bim  therefore 
they  refer  themfelves,  to  be  cleared  of  all  falfe  accutations,  as  not  being  confcious 
to  tbemfeWes  of  any  wilful,  or  allowed  defaults;  and  yet,  as  they  know  that 
they  are  not  perfeft,  they  do  not  depend  upon  their  own  integrity,  for  accept 
tance  with  God  to  eternal  life,  in  the  great  dav  of  account.— How  cautious  IhonM 
we  be  of  raftily  cenforing  others,  before  that  time  comes,  which  will  bring  to 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darkoeft,  and  mike  manlfeft  the  counfds  of  alt  hearts ! 
How  humble  fliould  we  be  under  a  feofe  of  our  manifold  defers !  And  how  far 
from  boafting  in  ourfclves,  or  others,  fihee  all  the  good  that  we,  or  they  are  par* 
takers  of,  13  really  no  more  than  what  is  received  as  the  gift  of  God’s  free  favour, 
wltich  makes  the  difference  between  them  that  have  it,  and  have  it  not  I  And 
yet,  alas,  how  proud,  vain,  and  fdf-confidcnt  are  we  prone  to  be,  as  if  we  were 
full  and  rich,  and  reigned  like  kings,  and  were  wile,  and  ftrong,  and  honourable, 
becaufc  of  the  gifts  and  favours  of  a  fpiritnaUori  temporal  nature,  which  God  beftows 
upon  us;  And,  at  the  Came  time,  how  often  do  the  bdt  of  his  fervjntsfeem  to  be 
fet  forth,  as  fpeftacles  to  angels,  men,  and  devils!  How  are  they  looked  upon  as  weak 
men  and  fools!  bow  are  they  ddpifed,  defamed,  reviled,  and  perfccnted,  and  expofed 
to  hunger,  thtril,  and  nakedoefe,  and  to  wandering  about  like  vagabonds  1  Ami 
how  are  they  treated  as  the.  filth  of  the  world,  and  the  off-fcouring  of  all  things, 
while  they  are  indeed  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  meek,  and  patient,  and  return 
blcfttttga,  and  kind  entreaties  and  prayers  in  favour  of  the  worft  of  their  enemies  ! 
But  peat  wifiiom  is  neceffary  to  manage  faithful  reproofs  of  others,  as  occafion* 
require,  in  fuch  an  tnoffenfive  manner,  as  not  to  provoke  and  expofe,  inftead  of 
reclaiming  them  ;  and  fomettmes  to  transfer  them  in  a  figure  to  one's  fclf,  rather 
than  Jecmtobrar  too  hard  upon  them;  And  yet  Chriftians  themfeWes  need  to  be 
reminded  of  the  admonitions  that  have  been  given  them ;  and  to  be  excited  to 
follow  the  doftrine  and  example  of  the  apoflles,  and  of  their  faithful  pallors,  who 
follow  Chi i ft,  and  lead  the  fame  holy  lives,  and  preach  the  lame  pure  gofpcl, 
whensoever  they  come;  as  knowing  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  promoted,  not 
by  fine  words  and  fair  fpccches,  but  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  make  a 
thorough  change  in  men's  hearts  and  lives.  And,  O  how  great  is  the  affeftiou 
of  good  mimfters  to  their  people,  and  cfprcially  to  fuch  as  they  have  been  inftru- 
mental,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spjrit,  to  bring  home  toChrilt ■  And  what  veneration 
and  efteem  Ihouid  fuch  have  for  their  fpiriiu.il  fathers,  who  had  much  rather 
come  to  them,  on  all  occalinns,  in  the  fpirit  of  love  and  meekneft,  for  thdr  com¬ 
fort,  than  with  a  rod  fort  heir  cone  ft  ion ;  aiid  have  nothing  more  al  heart  than 
their  edification  and  falvativii. 


CHAP* 


:h.  v. 
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CHAP.  V. 


the  apqftfe  blames  the  Corinthian  church  for  their  connivance  at  ar.  in - 
cejlvotts:perfon,  and  orders  them  to  excommunicate  him ,  t , — 6.  E„v* 
borts  them  to  purge  out  this ,  and  every  other  of  dice,  j,  8.  and  di~ 
rcEls  their  behaviour  towards  church  members,  in  dijhnction  from  the 
men  of  this  world,  that  are  guilty  of  fcandalous  crimes,  t>, — 13. 


Teii. 

|T  is  reported 
commonly  /W 
w  fnrnica- 
ti  in  among  you, 
a>ul  liach  foniicii- 
lion  4$  W  not  fo 
irui'h  as  named 
j  non  "H  the  Gen- 
itiei,  that  one 
.lioulri  have  his 
tot  her wife; 


1  And  ye  are 
pnflid  up*  and 
have  trtK  rithtr 
Aiourncd  ,  that 
hethat  hath  done 
this  deed  mi^ht 
'be 


Paraphrase, 

TT  is  credibly  and  publicly  talked  abroad*  as  an  un- 
^  doubted  facl,  to  the  great  fcanrlal  of  chriflianity, 
that  a  certain  perfon  among  you,  is  well  known  to  tivi 
in  the  fin  of  whoredom  *;  and  that  nor  barely  of  iimpic 
fornication*  as  committed  between  unmarried  perfons* 
but  of  fuch  unnatural,  mcclhious  uncle  an  nefs,  as  is 
{hocking  to  all  human  modelly *  and  is  more  criminal* 
than  any  that  is  praftifcd,  or  tolerated,  by  the  laws  of 
civilized  nations*  among  the  heathens  themfeives,  or  13 
ever  fo  much  as  mentioned  by  them,  without  the  ut- 
moft  detettation  3  namely,  that  a  man*  as  is  the  caf? 
wirh  one  of  your  number,  fhould  have  criminal  convcr* 
farion  with  his  mother-in-law,  as  if  die  were  his  own 
wife  f,  though  his  father  himu.fi  be  alive* 

2  And  yet,  flagrant  as  this  iniquity  is,  which  one  of 
your  members  is  chargeable  with,  the  factious  part  of 
tbe  church  feem  to  encourage  and  glory  in  him  J;  uml 
ye  are,  too  generally*  fo  putfed  up  with  your  lpiuiual 
gifts  and  affluent  circumfcinces,  and  with  a  vain  con¬ 
ceit  of  yourbeing  111  a  profperous  (late  on  thofe  accounts* 
as  to  over-look  that  foul  abomination,  which  5s  fo  dis¬ 
honourable  to  Chrift,  and  fuch  a  tarnifli  upon  your 
glory  $  and  ye  have  not  rather,  as  in  duty  bound,  been 
tenderly  concerned  for  the  delinquent  himfetf,  and  for 
the  difgrace  he  bas  brought  upon  the  church,  and  up¬ 
on 


N  O  ' 

*  The  word  here  ufed,  is  fre¬ 

quently,  untds  when  diftin^tf  toed  from  a- 
f.uhtry,  taktn  in  a  larger  Jtnfc,  than  what 
u  t  commonly  nun  by  as  com¬ 
mit*^  tingle  perJbnsj  and  here  it 

or  criminal  convolution  be¬ 
tween  per  tons  of  near  akin  ;  and,  if  the  hui- 
hand  of  the  raoihcr  in  law  wen  iivieg*  it  in¬ 
cludes  adatu rj  ti?o. 

f  ft  is  not  to  be  thought*  that  this  was  the 
man's  own  mother;  for  then  the  flpoftlc 
would  (kuhdeft  liave  called  her  to,  rather 
than  his  fatbtr's  wj7et  the  nunc  to  -i^graTate 
i!sc  crime ;  Bur  it  leeirs  as  if  the  pother  were 
Kill  hung*  beetle  the  apoftto  of  £;* 

Ttrtfax,  on  this  actvout*  a-  Cvr*  vii* 

You  IV.  t 


'  R  S* 

r*-  Whether  the  fon  tart  married  her,  or  on¬ 
ly  ulcd  her  as  hi*  concubine*  is  unceium  ; 
hut,  which  ever  were  iiuastoabo- 

mma'le,  that  though  imp untk^  of  ihi*  im- 
lure  were  found  anon.:  lomc  of  the  niort  hir- 
bar:us  nations;  yet  ilioy  were  dilaltowed  ttf 
*<id  abhorred*  by  rhe  poUtrr  civiiitfd  he;- 
rhtns  fuch  as  the  Cmi#  and  RyimeSw  £te 
l)r  l'te>K**;vitd. 

|  Perhaps  this  mrcftiifnt* perfon  was  f'.ma 
famous  leader  of  the  party,  ih;,t 

him  in  high  admiration  tor  hrs  gills  and  fa¬ 
ther  (jiiahiicatious  J  asil  16  they  were  ft*r 
fcreentn«thltn  fn»<n  puSltc ctnfbve,  ami  JWja- 
tollittg  him,  nu;a  Uldhintlicg  hi*  li*i. 


The  Ftrft  Epljlle  to  Mr  CoRJKTHlANS  paraphrifci. 


Ch.  v. 


be  taken  away  on  the  blcflcd  name  and  ways  of  the  Lord;  nor  have  ye 
fyoni  awwnit  )-ou.  (jecn  deeply  humbled  and  aflU&ed  in  your  own  fouls* 
with  lamentation  before  God,  that  any  thing  fo  vile  in 
itfetf  and  fo  provoking  to  him,  fhoald  break  out  in 
your  religious  community:  Ye  have  not  ferioudy  and 
touchingly  laid  this  matter  to  heart,  to  the  end  that  he, 
who  lives  in  fuch  an  infamous  fin,  might  be  removed 
from  your  holy  communion,  by  your  patting  a  fulemn 
church  cenfure  upon  him.  This,  though  ye  have  ra¬ 
ther  chofe  %  contrary  courfc,  ought  certainly  to  have 
been  done. 

?  r.T  t  verily  3  For  though  I  am  not  corporally  prefent,  to  influence 
»;  atiicnt  in  body.  a,l(j  conduct  your  proceedings  againft  him;  yet,  my 
ib!rit,Pha«>Jiai,f"  heart  and  foul  being  with  you,  as  one  follicitoufly  care* 
cd  a’lrui'.y ,  a,  iul  about,  and  earneftly  deftrous  of  your  eternal  wel* 
though  i  were  faie  ,  au<{  the  fpj f it  of  God  having  given  me  a  view  cf 
w»  him  tl^t  i^ih  the  true  ftate  of  your  cafe  *,  be  atiuicd  that,  under  his 
ilsii  dc^d;  inspiration,  I  have  as  fully  and  clearly  conlidered,  jud- 
-  ged,  and  determined  already,  as  though  I  were  in  per- 
fen  among  you,  concerning  what  is  right  and  proper, 
and  unqueflionable  matter  of  duty,  for  you,  as  a 
church  of  Chrift,  to  do,  in  your  procets  againft  the  man, 
that  has  been  guilty  of  this  fcandalous  fa£fc,  which  is 
fo  roonftrouliy  indecent,  as  not  to  be  fit  to  be  named  a* 
gain, 

4  la  thf  mrae  4  Ye,  as  a  religious  community,  incorporated  into 
c/  n»r  Lord  Jdi»  o  church  flate,  according  to  the  order  of  tbe  gofpel, 
thrill,  when  ye  having  by  tbe  infiitution  of  Cbrift,  agreeable  to  the  na- 
■rejiUieredu.fr-  t(1(aj  rjg^ts  0f  alf  voluntary  focieties,  full  power  lodged 
within  yourfeives  for  dealing  with  diforderly  members, 
and  preserving  your  own  purity,  according  to  hi*  laws 
as  king  of  the  church:  {Matth.  xv'ui.  17.)  I  have  judg¬ 
ed,  [ver.  3.)  that  ye  ought  to  exert  your  power,  on 
this  fad  otcafion,  in  the  following  folemn  and  public 
manner,  that  all  may  hear,  and  fear,  and  take  caution: 
When  ye  as  a  church,  fhall  be  aflcmbled  together  for 
religious  purpofes,  then,  with  invocation  on  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  for  his  guidance,  afliflance, 
and  blefling,  with  an  eye  to  hu  glory,  and  by  his  au¬ 
thority 


NOTE. 

*  So-nr  Cuppofc  ttat  by  rbe  apoflle’s  being  the  etie  of  all  the  churches  upon  him,  a  Csr. 
pu'ixl  in  fpi'it,  is  meant  his  i  icing  prefeue  xi  18.  fo  on  the  [ircieiu,  and  lame  other  im- 
vriili  them,  hy  a  nuracoicus  gift  of  (lie  (pi-  poriaat  occafiofis,  as  in  Ce!.  ii.  1,  he  was  fa* 
ric,  to  d  iicet  n,  at  a  diflanre,  how  thing,  (loud  you  rid  with  isch  a  lore  cf  extraordinary  dii- 
with  them,  and  what  was  fit  to  he  done  in  cetnia*  :  But  this  by  no  means  excludes  hi, 
that  cafe  ;  as  F5/i>n  difamed,  by  3  prophe-  beingprefent  alfn  in  heart  alTcflion,  and  a;  - 
tic  fjiidl,  what  his  fcn-'aal  did  with  A'-w mat  probation,  with  the  Ccrislciaits  in  the  ordin-- 
the  Spruiii,  (a  Jfiarr  v.  xy.)  and  as  t'ztiiet,  ry  wav  j  which  may  be  very  well  meant,  t.y 
in  BaMeit,  (aw  what  was  done  in  (ccrct  u  his  beuto  prrjkjtl  in /pint  with  them,  aj  thi: 
yerahlcnt;  (A ~zek,  yiij.  and  xi. )  and  it  is  is  oppofed  to  bis  being  cbfent  i«  lodj  from 
l<  1  jh  ly  p  ru  in  ale  that,  a  j  t  lie  a  [loft'ic  l‘#U  had  them . 
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thority  j  as  alfo,  with  full  fitisfatftiou  in  yourfelve*,  as 
r'Jll(ir  to  the  concurrence  of  my  mind,  und?r  ftjpcrio r  infiu- 
ence,  andof^my  heart,  which  will  he  as  much  with 
you,  in  a  way  of  approbation  and  concur,  as  if  I  were 
corporally  prefent  among  you  ;  and  with  an  humble  d;v 
pendance  on  the  ptmeriof  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  head  of  the  church,  to  animate  your  proceed* 
ings,  and  to  ratifyiu  heaven  what  ye  fha!)  do,  according 
to  hU  wi*l  and  command,  on  earth;  {Mat,  xvtii*  iS) 
s  To  5  ^  *s>  I  fay*  then  your  duty,  by  this  divine  warrant, 

\:h  m  one  onto  and  in  this  folcmn  manner,  the  majority  at  leaf!  cen- 
rin  for  the  cb-  fenting  ami  approving,  to  call  fuch  a  Scandalous  and  i:i- 
:  ih^tHauhefpi!  offender  out  of  the  church,  that  he  may  no  lon- 

\*  may  be  toed  ger  continue  a  member  of  your  holy  body;  ro  expel 
:i  trteday  af  the  him  from  all  the  external  privileges  and  ordinances  of 
"  >rd  Je  ,  fpecul  communion  with  yon,  as  tho’  he  were  a  heathen 
and  publican  i  (Matth.  xviiL  ij.)  and  to  deliver  him 
back  into  the  vilible  kingdom  of  the  devil  *•  from 
whence  he  took  him,  as  one  that  has  no  claim  to  the 
projnifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace*  And  this  ye  ought 
to  do,  not  for  the  inuring  of  his  perfon,  or  of  his  civil 
rights  and  property ;  hut  merely  for  fpiriiual  ends,  that, 
by  the  blcCing  of  Chrift  on  his  cv/n  ordinance,  the  pre¬ 
vailing  corruptions  of  that  man's  heart  and  life  may  be 
mortified  and  fubdued;  and  he,  through  fear,  grief, 
and  fhame,  may  be  brought  to  a  thorough  humilidriou, 
repentance,  and  reformation,  in  order  ro  the  laving  of 
bis  foul  from  deferved  wrath  and  ruin  in  the  great  day 
of  account,  when  the  Lord  ‘Jefus  will  fit  on  the  throne 

of 


H  O 

M  i*  i  y  !ta  rnrd  cnauncn  tator?  h  ave  t  hough  r» 
that  this  dtUvcring  unto  Satan,  refers  to  an  ex- 
traordiiuiy  jiiinculmis  aO,  Iry  which  the  to- 
ocltimus  peilbn  whs  delivered  up  to  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  dtviJj  to  inflict  clt&afcs  and  tor* 
lucflts  upon  hi*  hixty,  as  a  iDiatiS  of 

him  to  Tepeatar.ee,  Bui  lr  fon i*  prtftr 
mange,  and  qbl  very  agreeable  to  the  mild 
genius  of  the  gofpcl,  that,  by  an  ordinance 
Qirifl,  j  period  ftiould  in  this  manner,  be 
A* -livcrcd  over  to  Satan,  a*  thf  inflrura#nt  of 
-jtiug  hu  ibtil :  And  it  u  ro  Ik  obferved, 
that  what  the  apofllc  hers  fpctksof  wasto  be 
tUv  afl  of  the  tburcb,  whom  he  had  blamed 
f«»r  not  everting  it  before,  ver*  1 5  for  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  meaning  of  thdr  doing  it 
Ti'.'/i  hit  flinty  hot  bs,  bur  they  were  to  deti- 
.'tr  the  man  to  Satan,  ani  t o purge  out  tbc  aid 
/war,  Vtr*  7,  but,  as  is  generally  allowed, 
miruutou«  powers  of  this'Jbrl  were  peculiar- 
ly  {tlmjjofirflly  and  tlwy  ferm  to  belong  to  the 
^  which  i.Iie  apoiUe  th  rtaterved  to  come 
vf  :Hj  in  cafe  they  continued  t.>  neglefl  tbdr 
ditty  i?i  proceeding  ro^n  cxcoinmunicdinn  : 

i;c  1  he  note  on  thp  ir,  and  therefore 


T  E, 

it  is  nM  to  he  ruppnfd,  that  hr  Ihoutfprcfrr 
them,  il/ho  li/d  it  not,  t->  cxt.Tilt  this 
ctllnua  power,  nr  llionld  b!;o»e  theo*  f:>r  rot 
having  done  it  hrf o.  c,  Upon  thcnvhoSo  then, 
1  am  inclined  to  think,  that  «ctMii£  mora 
u  os  i jitandod  hy  ^;r  &;iver!i,g  ir:j  nnrorU 
ousdclhhjucm  U  Sittvr*  t!:an  b  litjecdtil in 
tJie  lur^pbrafe ;  lhouoh  itifcjipr'fwti  Id  thefe 
ftmiig  terms  to  ftrikiMhe  nv.nd  whh  th*  uuiru 
aufn!  thimjlrs  of  rhe  duadfuJ"  e:mdiifo4  of 
tho'e,  that  are  recommit  red  to  the  p.v*vr 
fuch  a  tyianidcd  mafier,  atvJ  are  Jbut  out 
from  the  prc;erv;tt:jn  aa^I  which 

(rod  has  pr^in'ied  10  hU  rharefo  iUv,  he 
thhas  it  will,  fmoe  no  ndraetdour  po;£xis 
are  now  lod-nl  in  any  hands  uMtjbe^er,  □!! 
that  churches,  in  oar  day;,  arc  to  alvo  at  in 
excoinmtioiear^us,  ou^bt  to  he  pnreiyofa 
fpitkual  nature  for  the  tjionr  of  GoH,  and  the 
pieltrvation  of  the  order  and  jicce,  purity 
and  rcpmaiioo  of  the  church ;  ar*d  for  the 
pood  of  tlw  offender*?  own  icml,  withoat  the 
\ni\  dtiign  of  injuring  him  in  !us  pcrfjn^cr 
in  bis  tempore!  con^cr,iS* 


* 
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6  Y«iir  ^ lorv- 
in^  ii  nor  *ooii  ; 
know  ye  not  that 
s  linic  kwen  l«- 
venal*  the  whole 
lu^p  f 


7  l^nr-c  nut 

therefore  ihe  old 
divert,  tbn  ye 
may  he  i  new 
lump,  a*  ye  arc 
unicaver  “d.  To; 
even  CjiHt  our 
palTovtr  i&  lacri- 
Jiced  for  U£ : 


7  Therefore  ht 
Ua  keep  the  fc.iO, 
not  wkh  gkl  lea¬ 
ven,  neither  with 
the  leaven  of  nw- 
lice  and  wicked* 
Jieft> 


of  glory,  to  pafs  a  final  fentence  of  condemnation  or 
abibhition  upon  the  whole  world. 

6  Your  priding  yourfclv^s  in  your  fptritual  gifts;  in 
your  leaders  \  in  fuch  an  infamous  offender;  and  in  the 
imaginary  flourishing  fUte  of  your  church,  is  far  from 
bring  iijulit  and  justifiable  ;  iris  exceeding  prepoftcious 
and  unbecoming,  injurious  and  unfcafonable,  while  the 
chinch  it 'elf  is  defiled  am)  expofed  to  the  judgments  of 
God,  ai;d  ostvrr  members  arc  in  danger  of  being  infec¬ 
ted  by  ymir  tuf.-ruriiig  fuch  a  heinous  criminal  among 
you.  \V!mtl  amidft  all  your  boafting  of  knowledge 
and  under  (landing,  do  not  ye  cafily  perceive  that,  as  a 
little  ienven  diltufcs  itfelf  through,  and  Ipurs  the  whole 
mats  of  dough,  with  which  it  is  mixed  ;  fo  this  fingle 
inlbuce,  if  neglcCted,  and  not  purged  out,  'will  foon 
corrupt  the  minds  and  manners  of  fellow-members,  and 
one  way  or  other  taint  and  defile  the  whole  church? 

7  11c  as  diligent  and  careful  then,  to  cleanfe  the 
church  from  this,  and  all  other  fcandalous  perfons  and 
fins,  as  the  Jetts  are  wont  to  be  to  dear  their  houfes 
from  alt  leaven^  before  they  eat  the  paffover,  that  ye 
may  be  a  focicty  of  new  creatures,  in  whom  old  things 
arc  pajjed  a*tvayy  and  all  things  are  become  nevj;  ,(2  Cor. 
v.  17.)  even  as  ye  are  by  prtifejfton  and  obligation^  and 
as  it  is  charitably  to  be  believed  of  the  generality  of  you, 
ye  are  in  Jznccriiy  mA  truths  through  communion  with 
Chrifl  your  head:  For  he,  who  in  his  crucifixion  was 
typified  by  the  pafchal  lamb,  a  bone  of  which  was  not 
broken,  [John  xix.  36.)  offered  himfdf  up  as  a  propL 
tiatorv  facriiice  to  God,  for  this  very  purpofr,  that  we 
who  believe  in  him,  might  be  cleanfed  from  all  iniqui¬ 
ty,  and  purified  to  himiclf,  as  a  pec  oka  r  people,  zea¬ 
lous  of  good  works.  (77/.  ii.  1 4.} 

8  Lotus  therefore  fee  to  it,  that  we  celebrate  the 
new  tc!bi  neat  revival  of  the  Lord's  flipper,  (which  he 
inffituted'  as  a  memorial  of  his  Death  *,  in  the  room 
of  the  paffover)  no!  with  a  mixture  of  notorious  offen¬ 
ders  in  our  church  focicties ;  nor  with  an  allowance  of 
any  fin  in  ourfelvcs,  which  may  be  compared  to  old 
leaven  ;  becaufc  it  Springs  from  the  original  corruption 
of  our  nature,  and  diffufes  it's  infection,  more  or  lefs 


NOTE. 


through 


*  the  f&ft ,  IccmA  mr>fl  directly  but  it  is  now  fhprrfedfd  by  the  \LonTs  Sup* 

to  refer  ri»  wc  Lord's  S&ppcrt  which  may  be  j**rt  as  a  comuic;n  oration  of  the  mart  g-lori- 
called  ihtft'ifii  in  MEiilion  to  tht  p-dforcr;  ous  antfrypfcaJ  rcilcniptiiin  thr.i«j;h  his  him*!, 
and  was  very  properly  minuted  iotlcid  of  And  perhaps  ihtr  a  penile  went  tht  rather  in- 
that  ordinance,  which  was  both  ennunemo-  to  this  illusion,  bvcaulc,  a*  is  probable  fn»» 
rai;ve  of  JJratPi  (Jelivcrancefmmthedcllroy-  chap*  *vi#  H~  campurcd  erith  this  tttIc,  the 
u:gangel^itfprcfigurani)£  the  death  of  Chriftj  time  of  the  pjflbvcr  was  then  ntar  at  hand. 
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nds;  bat  with  the 
unleavened  brrtii 
of  fmceriry  aud 
uuth. 


O  1  wrote  HTUO 
y  vu  hi  ua  ep:ftjc, 
to  company 
wfch  fpiuicacors: 


to  Vet  not  z.U 
tr.£c;hcr  with  the 
fornicators  of  this 
world,  onvith  the 
or  cx- 
tor- 


through  the  whole  human  race  ;  and  becanfc  it  worked 
with  great  prevalence  in  us  formerly)  during  the  days 
of  our  unregeneracy,  and  is  every  way  more  often  five 
to  God)  djfillowable  in  ittelf,  and  pomidous  to  us, 
than  any  leaven  in  bread,  or  hcufeK,  at  the  pnfchal  tea  ft 
ever  could  be  to  the  Jtwsf  or  to  him  in  Old  T^ftamcnt 
times  :  Nor  let  us  approach  this  trengclical  ordinance, 
with  fpirits  Toured,  like  leavened  bread,  with  a  party 
and  wrathful,  contentious  and  Rufchievcus  temper,  hut 
with  integrity  and  godly  fimpiicity,  (of  which  unleaven¬ 
ed  bread  may  be  confidereil  as  an  emblem)  and  with  a 
finccre  love  to  the  brethren,  according  to  the  truth  of 
the  gofpd. 

9  I  have  thought  proper,  for  want  cf  perfonal  con- 
verfation,  to  caution  you  *  in  the  epistolary  wr*v,  again  ft 
aflbciaringyomfelves,  in  a  free  and  familiar  manner  f, 
v::b  people  th.it  are  addifted  to  whoredom,  left  ye  be 
thought  to  countenance  them  in  their  fin  ;  and  left  ye 
yourfclvcs  be  brought  hy  degrees  ro  think  lightly  of  it) 
and  he  tempted  to  follow  their  dttcfWole  example. 

10  Yet  my  meaning  in  fuch  a  camion  is  not,  that  ye 
ill  Quid  abfolutdy  refute  all  maimer  of  cicil  eonverfation 
with  the  men  of  this  world,  who  are  guilty  of  whore* 
dom  i  nor  that  ye  fhould  break  ciT  common  acquaint 
tance  and  correfpondence  with  all  fuch,  as  are  of  an  a- 
varitious  temper,  over  eager  and  infitiUbk  in  their  pur- 

fuit 


N  0  T 

*  It  is  apprchcnrlid  Ivy  fome,  that  the  i* 
pofde  here  refers  to  awik-T  ephilc,  uhirh  he 
!\id  ’a^:c  be  lore  tt>  the  though 

h  \?z  \u}r  a*  force  other  ol  his  -writi^^s 
nviy  be  fu;p'>i"  J  to  he ;  they  never  having 
h«;n  pLo.fl  hi  the  cunnon  of  the  New 
ment,  C3i:&:ris  all  ihjt  is  neccflijry  to  the 
perfection  our  rule  of  faith  :md  pratftsee, 
aod  that  infinhe  ui:3oni  dt  finned  13- 

ken  rare  fhould  be  preferred  lo  pofterky,  fyr 
t-c  fL  tiding  ule  of  ihc  church-  Others  ibfok 
t'-.M  he  refers  to  it  Liter,  which  be  hadbcftiin 
to  write  before  but  u[x>»  the  arrival  of 
1.'.  to  him  from  the  dv.irch,  he  laid 

;  ,.-;*j£de,  and  wrote  ith ;  or  that  herders 
lu  rh*:  be  Ittd  already  liftd  in  the  epilrb 
v/  It’hhjw.-.s  how  wriiiug,  and  pcriieuiariy 
m  the  former  part  of  this  thapicr.  Scr  11  r. 
j'm:  and  tyhidfi  ours*  l  lute  foi  Jti* 

t:*  the  piraphiufc  i r,  it  way,  that  wtiy  be  ap- 
ylkabJv  ladfbcr  nf  thefo  fenfes  ;  leaving  it 
to  *hs  reader  io  ebtile  which  he  pleads, 

t  It  is  plain  from  ver.  10.  itat  trie  A]*- 
potffelicre  fisrbidsfuchcnnpar.yii^j:.;^^  *- 
1  nabb  for  them  fo  hare  with  the  roTT.icjirorsfsf 
l  world;  arvl  therefore  ti  ran  not  be  meant 
cr  i v.r  of  ;l:t  v':  mi  one  iiaiid,  or 

c:  UavjfT^  1’  jliuv;|:rp  theoi  in  their  lvi! 


ft  S- 

workiitii  the  other  \  both  of  tbclt  vrej e 
w  ithout  ilooM,  utibwful  i«  be  held  *i:h  m* 
IMcU  and  heaihnrs,  uv  well  as  with  icaivhi- 
I^qs  pruftCurs  of  rt.'.me  :  Nor  doth 

he  forbid  fomciii:i£  ri  the  rdi^ious  w*i>  r^> 
edmomfi  and  ro'hiai  tlwm,  dm  h«d  LiLo 
in:o  ftn,  and  wervurdcr  church  or 

res  011  llwf  aeronm  %  for  fhr  b.w  cf 
rhirryt  ar.d  the  fjdritvi^l  ends  of  tucli  pro- 
eerlurra  night  be  hrft  aTiftvc^ed  by  thb  iorr  of 
con  ver  fat  ion  with  (brm  :  NVr  doth  tic  for* 
bid  fiK’h  c(>rim  :e-'in  wem  ant  cv.-V:  /  \  neevf- 
fary  by  xetxrttf  and  ernii  rd.it uod  en- 
iraijemenls  hi  ai.ci  by  t br 

common  ths  or  />.vj n.tiilis  ;  f  *]■  ih  t  \um!d  fe 
to  diflnlvfl  oh  ;uid  the  Lws 

*>C  eivii  Ih-cie'y  ;  -^vid  \uyzl\  be  u  U'dy  unjuit- 
aVL  to  the  Ijcrrvidert  f ic  cf  ibo  gtifpci^  v 
vdl  Lt'i  *0  the  proper  ei;d^  **r'  ryenmi^unj^-* 

tion  irfdf,  {/  e  he  iioicwii  v*'/-,  J.)  bnt  the 
coovtrt^  fcri-iddrnbv  the  jpod!i\  uocshoJ^: 
that  are  or^itihrv.  ;nd  mi  t/  cm  jVc*  or  h> 
fi:ch  a  f/trt  n*tinu.'iti  and  manner 

v\]ih  then.  i!s  nn^'i,  i  ■  f:  inccijrtom|^c*s.ie> 
»  e  U'trfsd  1*<  )?c  hdd  the  ;sw::ie  of  1  ]-c 
v.ndd,  vhci  ^rrii;d;-o*\  c., its  <111  hhr.s 
i!\:*7  om-uny,  ih-^d  1-  jfs.ihv  «f  *}.<; 

*-i  .v.', 
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tortJ^nm.or  vith 
iJoi  +ttr>;  forthui 
weft  ye 

el  the  xvorld. 


ir  ihit  r.o*  J 
IijiVC  vrriuui  unto 
you,  not  to  fcecj* 
company,  If  any 
ri.tn  that  i$  called 
a  brother  be  afar- 
iiic»tor,  or  cove- 
tuas,  or  an  idola- 
tcrt  or  a  railed  or 
a  drunkard,  or  an 
extortioner,  with 
fu ch  an  oaenunot 

to  «*\ 


it  For  what 
bave  I  to 
judge  them  alfo 
that  arc  without  ? 
fp  'not  yc  j -£G 
them  that  jo 
v  ithin  ^ 


km  after  riches,  and  loth  to  apply  any  fuitable  propor 
tious  of  them  to  irligious  and  charitable  ufes  ;  or  with 
fuch,  as  tranferefs  the  rules  of  jufrice,  and  equity,  by 
fraudulent  or  forcible  gains  fruin  thofe,  that  they  have 
got  into  their  power ;  or  with  fuch  as  pay  auy  kind  of 
refpeft,  in  a  way  of  religious  wurfhip  to  idols,  which 
is  due  to  none  but  the  only  living  raid  true  God  ;  For 
were  yc  to  fnun  all  fodal  canvcrfition  with  fuch  fort  of 
men  as  thefe,  which  abound  among  the  unconverted 
(tcntibjy  and  especially  among  your  neighbours  at  £■> 
rlnth,  who  are  fo  remarkjbly  addicted  to  al!  thefe  abo* 
mi  nations,  it  would  be,  in  a  manner  impoCible  for  you 
to  have  any  fociety,  or  common  commerce,  in  fuch  a 
fmful  world  as  rh  is* 

ir  But,  to  explain  myfeif  now  more  clearly,  the 
drift  of  my  admonition  is,  that  ye  avoid  cultivating  mi* 
neceflary  conversion  with  any  one  that  is  guiky  of 
thefe  crimes,  and  bears  the  name  of  a  Chriflian  brother 
as  being  joined  in  church  fellowfhip  with  other  profef- 
fing  believers:  If  auy  one  of  this  chara&er  be  found 
chargeable  with  fornication,  or  any  kindoF  uncleannefs, 
or  if  hz  be  an  inordinate  lover  of  money  ;  or  if  he  dif> 
honour  God,  by  joining  in  idolatrous  wurlUip  ;  or  be 
given  to  wrathful,  ubuCve  and  opprobious  language;  or 
be  a  lover  of  much  drinking,  and  cuftomarily  overta* 
ben  and  intoxicated  with  lliong  liquor;  or  be  an  op* 
preilbr  of  others  in  a  way  of  extortion,  by  rapacious  u* 
fury,  or  other  methods  cf  taking  an  advantage  of  their 
dtpsndance  upon  him  :  As  thefe  iniquities,  when  prac¬ 
ticed  by  thofe  that  make  a  Iblcnin  profefifion  of  Chrift, 
are  moft  highly  aggravated,  and  bring  the  grearsft  re¬ 
proach  upon  his  bleiibd  name,  and  the  fouieft  fcandal 
upon  the  church,  ye  ought  to  be  (by  andVcferved  in  your 
ordinary  behaviour  towards  fuch  an  one,  and  not  fu 
much  &s,  unneceflarily,  and  out  of  choice,  fit  down 
with  familiarity  at  common  meals,  much  lefs  at  the 
Lord's  table,  with  bim  ;  that  while  he  obferves,  your 
diftau:  carriage  towards  him,  he  may  fee  bow  infamous 
he  has  rendered  him  ft  If,  and  may  be  afhamed  of  his  e» 
vil  wavs. 

4 

12  For  as  to  thofe  that  arc  out  of  the  pale  of  the 
church,  what  concern  have  I,  when  fpeakjng  of  ecclc- 
fa'iical  dUcipline,  to  foibicl  fuch  converfes  with  them 
as  the  civil  offices*  fecular  affairs  and  relations  of  life 
may  call  you  to  ?  Is  it  not  your  proper  bnfinefs,  as  a 
church*  to  judge  of,  and  pafs  fenrencs  againft,  only 
thofe  offenders,  chat  are  cf  your  own  fpiritual  body? 
It  is  of  them  therefore,  and  of  than  only,  that  I  now 
fpcak.  4  13  But 
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1 3  But  them 
r«Jt  *re  without 
Uod  jodgeth, 

T-JCTCrore  put  a- 
way  from  among 
ymitfdvci  that 
"kicked  person. 


13  But  as  for  thofe  flagitious  finners,  that  are  not 
church  member,,  and  have  no  vifiWe  Standing  or  com¬ 
munion  with  them  in  the  kingdom  of  Clnift,  they  mull 
be  left  to  the  judgment  of  God ;  who,  in  cafe  they  con¬ 
tinue  impenitent,  will  not  falter  them  to  efcape  his 
righteous  vengeance,  though  ye  have  nothing  to  do,  to 
pafs  fpiiitual  cenfures  upon  them,  or  to  refufe  an  affa¬ 
ble  and  friendly  behaviour  toward  them,  Whari  there¬ 
fore  immediately  aim  at  in  all  this  is,  that  ye  not  only 
exclude  from  your  religious  community,  but  likewife 
from  your  familiar  and  chofeu  convention,  the  Vile 
inceftuous  perfon,  a$  ye  ought  to  do  any  brother,  that 
is  fcandalous  in  his  life. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

'(low  melancholy  is  it  tofee*  and  hear  of,  fitch  fcandalons  enormities  among 
members  of  the  churches  of  Chrifi,  sis  even  the  heathens  tfccrcfclvcs  would  he 
Alhamed  of !  And  how  unbecoming  is  it  for  any  that  belong  to  fudh  dmrehes.  :o 
be  puffed  up  with  pride*  and  filled  with  party  zeal,  iufh-ad  of  mourning  before 
the  Lord,  under  fiich  humbling  circundtaiict-s !  it  is  ibeir  m:^-.u:ftionnb!e  duty  to 
concur  in  excluding  flagrant  finners  from  their  holy  communion,  not  to  injure 
them  in  any  of  their  temporal  affairs;  but  for  their  fpirituul  good,  audio/ the 
vindication  of  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and  the  prelVrvation  of  the  purity  of  th£ 
church,  that  they  may  be  as  a  new  and  unleavened  lump  in  sill  rciighujs  fervrers, 
;md  holy  conversation*  according  to  the  tfcfign  of  the  Redeemer^  death,  who 
was  fecrificed  for  them.  And  as  the  excommiinicating  lenience,  which  U  pro* 
nounced  upua  fuch  offenders  in  the  name  of  th^  Lord  Jtfiis,  is  exceeding  awful; 
and  its  confluences  are  vtry  happy,  or  terrible,  according  a*  its  gtouinc  dtfijni 
takes  proper  effeft  upon  them,  or  not*  liuw  concerned  frouh!  they  be,  who 
were  once  in  fellow  (hip  with  them,  to  behave  towards  them  at  A:cb  a  rate,  as, 
Ly  the  bldfing  of  Gyd,  may  be  ftibfervient  to  the  making  them  fenfible,  ami  a**, 
filmed  of  their  finT  by  keeping  at  a  becoming  didincc  from  them,  and  not  cun- 
v^rfia;:  in  fo  free  and  familiar  a  manner  with  them,  unit1  Is  for  bringing  thnn  t'* 
voprn-ancc,  as  may  be  allow? Able  with  the  men  of  this?  v^rM,  that  are  guiiiyof 
the  like  crimes;  tu ch  as  fornication,  adultery,  eoveto otV.ef>,  idolatry,  vaflinji, 
druiikciincf?,  and  extortion  \  But,  as  to  thofe  wicked  pcrftiiK  that  arc  w//As>»/# 
and  never  were  in  communion  with  the  faints;  churches  have  no  ri^ht  to  lake 
cognizance  of  them  ;  but  muft  leave  them  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God, 
who  will  call  them  10  a  fevere  account,  if  they  live  and  die  in  impenitence  and 
unbelief. 


CHAV,  VI. 

The  apojlk  cautions  the  Corinthians  again/l  going  to  law  one  •with  anc* 
fber,  efpccialfy  in  heathen  courts,  1* — 8,  Specifics  fever  a!  grofs  fins* 
which  t hey  mere  chanfed  fromy  but  which,  lived  and  died  in,  ex* 
elude  from  the  kingdom  of  God,  9,— 1 1*  Repeals  Lis  canikn  again jh 
nnckannejs,  as  it  is  a  defilement  and  an  avufe  of  their  bodies  1  which 
arc  the  members  of  Ghrifl,  and  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft*  and  arc 
pur  dm  fed  for  God)  tfmt7  with  the  whole  many  they  might  glorify 
hint)  t2 y — ;o. 


r*  k  a* 
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Tt*T. 

DArc  a;iy  of 
you*  hr^mu  a 
imtrtr  a- 

nodicr,  go  to  U# 
ljetoiv  the  unjitfh 
and  not  before  ihc 
Ulv-i  i 


i  Do  ye  not 
knov  that  the 
i'iiiu-f  ^  fell  judge 
the  world  ?  uijd  if 
the  world  fell  be 
judged  ty  you* 


Paraphrase* 

ClNCE  then  it  belongs  to  you  to  take  cognizance  at 
^  your  own  members,  and  pafe  proper  cenfures  on 
their  iinmora lilies;  {chap.  v.  12 .}  U  it  not  a  rafh,  un* 
neceflafy,  and  no  warrantable  venture,  beyond  the  rules 
of  prudence*  love,  and  duty,  for  any  of  you,  who  have 
a  matter  of  controverfy  with  a  chrilltan  brother  about 
civil  affairs,  to  enter  immediately  into  a  law  fuitagumffe 
him,  and  try  it  in  a  litigious  way  before  heathen  magif- 
tmes,  who  are  avowed  enemies  to  chrifUanity,  and 
would  rejoice  at  your  quarrelling  among  yourfelves; 
and  from  whom  impartial  jutliee  to  its  proftrflbrs  is  not 
ordinarily  to  he  expetted  *i  Should  ye  not  rather  refer 
fitch  a  Cdufe  to  the  dccifion  of  fame  among  yourfelvcs, 
that  are  perfons  of  a  religious  and  holy  charjfttr*  and 
may  reafouably  b*  fuppofed  to  underftand  things  of  that 
nature,  and  to  give  righteous  judgment  about  them? 

2  Do  ye  not  apprehend  and  coufider,  that,  as  our 
bieflid  Lord  tcild  his  difciples,  they  fbmld  Jit  on  twelve 
thrones^  judging  the  twelve  tribes  a/Hrael*,  [Mattb.  xix- 
28.)  fo  thofe*  whom  he  has  renewed  and  Loeti  fieri  by 
his  fpivit,  flrjll  hare  the  honour  and  privilege,  at  the 
lafl  day,  of  being  ieated  in  dignity  near  him,  and  of 
concurring  with  him  in  his  final  judiciary  fen  ten  ce  up¬ 
on  the  ungodly  world  of  mankind?  And  if  the  wicked 
of  the  earth,  great  and  fmall,  fhall  be  brought  before 
you,  as  aiTdTors  wirh  £  thrift,  when  he  Jbafl  come  with 
ten  tboufands  of  his  faints*  to  execute  judgment  upon  a//; 
(jude  ver*  14,  15.)  Are  ye  not  to  be  deemed  fit,  or 
worthy,  to  judge  and  determine  about  little  controver¬ 
sies 


N  o, 

4  Mr-  Zceiet  who  ha*  been  followed  by 

fome  other*,  fuppofes  that  this  rehtes  to  die 
cafe  of  die  iticdiuou*  pcHon,  uhich  his  par¬ 
ty*  tofttfp  J.  dutfirh  ccfiJuic-,  pretended  was 
to  be  tried  by  the  civil  mr.niflrHfC,  and  which 
pcJubly  ihcy  had  brought  before  a  heathen 
judge,  or  at  Uaft  pleaded,  thst  whut  he  h&l 
done  was  IjwfoU  and  itii^hibe  juftitied  be¬ 
fore  the  mitgiflnac. — JJur  wli-t  the  apedtie 
fuTCipcssks  of,  is  reckoned  among  tbe pnatt* 
r;?  msKtrit  and  ihbegi  th>d  ptrutin  to  ibis  i\fe  : 
(ver*  a*  3,  4-)  and  ht  reproves  the  Comitte- 
mis  for  cot  taking*  or  putting  up  of 

•hut  nature,  Hfld  Ad  theaJelvfS  l*  be 

C  frtiudid  in  tlirm,  rarJ ter  than  to  1*-?  a- 
i-out  (vrr  y.)  which  freely  lie  would 

Jwt  lutiet&id,  with  relpcd  to  a  crime  Jb  no* 
torioufjy  t  ilium  o  us,  u.s  ti *ns  n$t  fi  tnitth  ot 
tainted  the  Gvnf'dcSf  rk,;p*  t*  i,  bee 

my  paraph  raft  and  mi rs  thrft,  which  nray 
he  /iifiieteni  Vi  t :kcoff  ;1i-‘  force  of  u-hst  that 
iCjini^I  expofnor  hd<;  oScied  to  pet  over  the 
which  j:e>  in  th,  u  word; 


T  E. 

hi;  luppofitior*  I  therefore  take  die  apoftle 
in  rof er  to  civil  csttfbs  of  little  moment,  bc- 
twi  wi  mni)  an  ft  nkjn,  which  Tome  of  that 
church  had  cMni^d  into  heathen  courts ;  and 
ai  Ik  h.ul  keen  dittcurfcis  about  the  church 
puwerand  duty,  to  judge  their  oao  mem¬ 
bers  in  eichjsajiktil  eoncerjis,  c h*p.  v*  ia-  he 
padts  on  to  warn  ttmn  ag,Vinif  the  rcandaWs 
pr^iei;  of  Jaw  which  igme  of 

lU&tfi  had  $*'r,K  a^ainft  *hur brethren,  a* 
hf.ut  irarWy  tilings  of*  trifling  na'urc,  and 
that  in  heathen  courts  01  judicature-  But  it 
can:int  be  cenrlutkd  from  hence  t but  ull  ro- 
hi{r  to  hv  about  nuiLUrs  of  confid^ablc  te> 
pOjtine<t  is  abfiduiely  unlawful,  provided 
it  be  wkh  a  Chri/riati  temper,  and  nierely  fur 
the  or  defending  of  civil  ri;*ttis 

artl  prupcrncs,  after  ah  other  fair  and  pru¬ 
dent  methods  hare  bceo  trial*  without  cf- 
feiV*,  and  yti  this  onght  to  be  av-dded,  a 
mueh  as  priffiTdc*  am  mg  fdJosir-CIwiflian^i 
uiid  eip?cbUy  fficmi:crs  of  the  fume  diurjh* 


Ch.  v3.  Tie  Firft  Epijtle  to  tie  Com  ntiii  ans  paraihrafcd,  yy 


arc  yc  wnnwtliy 
m  judge  thefuul' 
It  (t  matters? 


5  KumryetHtt 
wcjii.tHju.Jge 
r  hovr 
much  mt>re;fun£s 
'Lit  pertain  Ui 

this  ljicj 


4  If  then  ye 
h^veiiuLmcttisaf 
liiing*  perftitnng 
in  this  life,  let 
them  to  jur^ 
vho  arc  Iht  leuit 
ei'icemed  an  ihc 
church* 


S  I  fpeat  in 
y-j«r  fhame*  Is  ir 
i  U  tfur  rhert  U 
n*:c  a  \v;ic  man 
*ir»aiigft  your  no 
mtt  Mile  that  (hull 
be  ab!«  to  judge 
het  »-?*□  his  bre* 
ihrui  ? 


v  ^mc  read  t’ 
/n  u’ 

zwzh? 

;  :£  t  I«t*  heathen 
*i;  i;  *jn,kr  i»cfo;c. 


Ges  of  a  civil  nature,  that  arc  of  the  mofl  trivia!  confe- 
quence,  efpccinlly  when  compared  with  the  infinitely 
more  important  caufcs  and  their  ifluea,  which  will  be 
decided,  and  that  with  your  content,  iu  tiujaft  day  of 
judgment? 

3  Do  ye  not  know  that,  in  the  manner  but  now  men¬ 
tioned,  ye  thill  fit  as  favourites  and  approvers,  with 
Chrift,  in  judgement,  even  upon  the  fallen  angels  them- 
fclves,‘\vhen  he  fhall  pafs  a  folemn  fentenceupon  them 
in  the  great  day,  ro  confign  them  over  to  the  complete 
and  everlafting  torment?,  for  which  they  are  now  re* 
ferved?  (2  Pvt,  ii.  4.  and  Jiidevzi  6.)  are  ye  then  not 
fiiificienr,  and  proper  perfons,  to  fettle  matters  of  com¬ 
mon  right  and  wrong,  between  one  brother  and  another, 
in  things  relating  to  this  prtfcnt  Hate  and  world  ? 

4  If  therefore  at  any  time  yc  have  differences  one 
with  another,  about  the  temporal  affairs  of  this  life, 
which  the  parties  them felvcs  cannot  agree  upon;  ap* 
point  fome  of  the  fecular  brethren  to  be  arbitrators, 
ami  umpires  between  them,  even  fuch  as  arc  of  little 
account  in  the  church,  nor  indeed  with  refpeft  to  their 
natural  and  acquired  parts,  or  rbetr  eminence  in  piety 
and  holincfs ;  but  with  refpeft  to  the  fpiritual  funflions 
of  paltors  and  Teachers,  who,  for  the  fake  of  their  office, 
ought  net  to  intermeddle,  like  judges  and  dividers,  in 
fecular  affairs  ;  (JLiriv  xii.  14.)  nay,  let  fuch  trilHing 
enufes,  as  fomc  of  you  may  have  been  concerned  in,  be 
referred  to  two  or  three  of  the  meanell:  honeft  chriftians, 
of  plain  fenfe  among  you,  rather  than  be  brought  to 
pagan  courts  of  judicature  However,  it  is  every 
way  wrong  for  you  to  be  fond  of  appealing  to  fuch  ma¬ 
gi  ftratrs,  as,  under  the  notion  of  their  being  Heathens  ^ 
arc  fo  far  to  be  difcfleemcd  by  the  church  of  Chrift,  as 
not  to  be  applied  to  without  ncceffity, 

;  1  cxpoftulate  in  this  carneft  manner  with  you  to 
ihame  you  out  of  fuch  an  unbecoming  condu£t,  which, 
l  am  ferry  to  fay,  has  been  found  among  you,  and  is 
matter  of  great  reproach  to  you,  ’What  !  under  all  your 
mighty  boafts  of  wildom  and  learning,  Is  there  really 
no  man  of  fagacity,  or  of  common  prudence  among 
you  ?  No,  not  fo  much  as  one  of  all  your  number,  th.it 
is  capable  of  adj  idling  debates  about  wtcum  and  txmm , 
which  arife  between  your  chriftianbreihren,  and  of  com- 
promifing  things  between  them  ? 

6,  Bi:t 

N  O  T  V„ 

th  !  n  ? err^  ** t \vt  y #  D&  jrr  ho  1  >Ij me*  the  Ccrwthwns  far  hri  n  » ing  t Ucr. r 
■*-o  .f«v  ;\r.  *\*\y::rt  a?  cai'lcsto  JiidHorts  of  permits  as  ihifr,  w'»r*m 
f."  ifiran-  they  rather  might  tv  hue  du 

ii-iMrit'si  h:t-  oft  though  rH*l  n*  civil  nij£hUwUlS, 

i,  iS*  of  :H‘  h'..-  \ ;;  LlinJ  iueii:ro::.» 
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<5  Hut  brother 
gocrh  to  h*  with 
broth  :r,  and  ihit 
before  the  uiibc- 
listen. 


7  Now  there* 
fora  there  It  ut¬ 
terly  &  hult  1- 
moug  ywij  be¬ 
came  ye  jo  to 
law  one  with  *- 
nothcr:  why  do 
ye  not  rather  cake 
wroaJi?  why  do 
ye  not  rarher  fuf- 
in t  yourfctvM  10 

be  defrauded  i 


B  Nay,  you  do 
wrong,  and  de* 
fraud,  ami  that 
brethreti* 


9  K  no  wye  not 
tb*t  the  unrighte¬ 
ous  frill  not  inhe¬ 
rit  die  kingdom 
of  God?  Be  not 
deceived :  neither 
for oifr tort ,  nor 
idolaters*  aor  t* 
ilultcrcrt,  a+r  ef- 
fcmintf«t  nor  a* 
bufcr«  of  theTTl- 

frlves  with  man¬ 
kind. 

re  Nor  thieves, 
nor  covetous,  nor 
drunkards,  nor 
uvilorj,  nor  ex¬ 
tortioners  ,  frail 
inherit  the 
com  of  God, 


6  But,  as  though  there  were  none  of  fuclt  a  chanter 
among  you,  I  perceive  that  one  brother  commences  a 
lawfuit  againft  another,  of  the  fame  common  faith,  and 
of  the  fame  church  and  communion  with  himftJf;  and 
profecutes  him  with  the  m molt  rigour,  and  that  in  the 
conns  of  infidels,  to  the  great  fcanda]  of  chrittiauity, 
and  of  it's  holy  profeflors. 

7  There  is  therefore  (=*»*  «■"**)  molt  certainly  a 
very  bhmenble  defeft  in  your  management ;  for  as 
much  as  one  takes  the  ad  ran  rage  of  law  agair«ft  a- 
nother,  and  the  reft  connive  at  it,  without  a  due  regard 
to  any  proper  rules  of  chriftism  prudence,  and  forbearance, 
orof  broth e  rly  lore  and  friendfhip,  and  highly  to  the 
difhonour  of  our  great  Lord  and  Matter,  who  is  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  and  in  the  days  of  his  flclh  was  mcc!; 
and  lowly  in  heart.  Why  do  ye  not  rather  put  up  in¬ 
juries,  and  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  deprived  of  what,  in 
ftri£tnc&,  might  be  your  due,  than  expofe  one  another, 
and  thename  ofChrifthimfdf,  to  contempt  and  infult 
in  the  open  courts  of  the  unbelieving  and  prophans  r 
this  would  be  every  way  better,  and  more  agreeable  to 
your  fpiritua]  relation  to  him,  and  to  each  other. 

8  But  inftead  of  bearing  injuries  with  meeknefs  and 
patience, I  find  many  of  you  yourfelves  are  guilty,  even 
of  injuitice  and  frauds,  and  that  in  your  dealings  with 
your  brethren  in  the  faith  and  fellowfhip  of  the  gofpel, 
and  without  controul  from  thofe,  that  fliouM  inter  pole 
to  prevent  it.  How  contrary  is-this  to  your  clirittian 
charaQer  and  profdfion,  and  to  what  your  temper 
ought  to  be ! 

9,  10  What !  are  ye  not  fully  convinced  of,  and  d-j 
ye  never  refle&  upon,  fo  plain  and  awful  a  truth  as 
this,  that,  whatever  peoples  profettions  be,  the  impe¬ 
nitent  and  unbelieving,  who  live  under  the  guilt  an. I 
dominion  of  any  Hit,  are  utterly  unfit  for,  have  no  title 
to,  and  ttiall  not  be  admitted  to  an  enjoyment  of,  the 
blelfings  and  privileges  of  that  kingdom  ufgrace,  which 
God  has  erc&ed  m  this  world,  nor  of  that  glorious  king¬ 
dom,  which  he  has  prepared  in  the  heavens,  to  be  the 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  ?  (Col,  i.  12.)  pray 
take  heed  that  none  of  you  deceive  your  own  fouls  wirii 
imaginary  notions,  hypocritical  pretences,  cr  prefum*- 
tuous  confidences.  It  is  certain  that  neither  fingle  nun 
or  women,  who  unlawfully  cohabit  together;  nor  rhe 
worlhippersof  images,  or  of  Life  gods  ;  noiddilersof  the 
marriage-bed,  by  impure  cQiiverfatjon  with  any  other, 
whithe|iGngle  perfon,  hulband,  or  wife;  nor  males  or 
females  of  laid  vie  us  tempers  and  pratlices  *,  nor  tl»*w 
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u  And  fiicti 
^ere  Ibmc  of 
-}l>g,  but  ye  arc 
w-fbcdt  Luc  ye  art 
finctifcd,  but  ye 
a  1 1;  jiuYified  ia 
name  of  the 
l.oi':!  Jdiis,  and 

Ly  tnt  Spirit  of 
our  ijod. 


that  are  guilty  ofibcmoft  unnarunJ  deteftable  fin,  for 
which  the  men  of  Sotfam  were  deftroyed  by  fire  from 
heaven;  nor  fuch  as  invade  other  peoples  property  by 
open  force,  or  privatf  Health  and  frauds  ;  nor  perfons 
of  a  covetccs  temper,  that  are  never  fatisfied  with  what 
tbey  have  efihe  riches  of  this  world,  nor  willing  to 
part  with  (o  much  of  them,  as  are  requifitc  for  promo¬ 
ting  the  glory  of  Cod,  the  intereft  of  religion,  and  the 
good  of  others  5  nor  the  loven,  and  rxeffive  drinkers, 
or  bibbers  cf  ftrong  liquors,  to  the  intoxicating  of 
their  brains,  or  impairing  their  health,  or  unfitting 
them  for  bufinefs  and  folid  devotion  ;  nor  fuch  as  inju* 
rioufly  blaft  the  reputation  of  their  neighbours  ;  norun- 
juft  oppre  tiers  of  ihufe  that  are  under  their  power  by 
exacting  from  them  more  then  is  legally  due  *  :  Do  ye 
not  know,  as  ye  ought  and  furely  mu  ft,  that  none  of 
thefe  forts  of  finnersr,  living  and  dying  fuch,  without 
repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  fhall  ever  be  admitted  to  the  hlcfitngs  of  grace 
in  this  world,  or  to  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life  in  the 
next,  which  ctmfsfts  of  riches  and  grandeur,  honours 
and  delights,  incomparably  fu  peri  or  to  all  that  pertain  to 
the  moil  (louri filing  kingdoms  upon  earth* 

n  And  permit  me  to  remind  you,  for  your  humbling 
and  caution,  and  for  exciting  your  admiration  and  praile 
of  free,  fovercign,  and  diftinguifliing  grace,  that  in  the 
days  of  your  uuregeneracy,  and  eftrangement  from 
Chrift,  one  or  other,  and  perhaps  molt,  if  not  all  of 
thefe  black  and  odious  crimes,  were  predominant  in 
yourfelves  \  fuch  mon  tiers  of  wicked nefs  were,  at  leafl 
fomc  of  you*  Bur,  O  rich  and  a  (ton  idling  ^mercy  ! 
bkfied  be  God  for  it  j  ye,  who  fincerely  believe,  arc 
now  happily  cleanfed,  or  purged  from  the  guilt  of  your 
fins  :  ye  are  now  delivered  from  their  defiling  and  do¬ 
mineering  power,  and-imade  partakers  of  God's  bo- 
line fs  ;  aiid  ye  are  now  brought  into  a  ftatc  of  favour 
and  accepraAc^with  bin,,  as  righteous  Into  eternal  life  f  : 


Notes, 

4  Here  is  a  teriulof  line,  for  which  Ccr-  ll;c  hteflcduds  of  eternal  life,  I  have  con  ft- 
uith  wt  infamous,  and  which  arc  iifctc-rtoiu  dered  bdicrers  hcrngTivifieUlr**  diftinAvicue 
irarfgrvlTions  of  ho\h  whits  of  ibe  moiJ  ’liw,  from  their  bc\ n*jfijiiae£7  as  wwll  as  from  dwir 
Idgfafrj  is  a  Iin  ajzaitiu  fhe  firji  in  d  f<C2K'J  ln:ng  beta  u  It;  the  iTiofl  nfuii  in 'or* 

c^mm^ridments  :  Fgr/tkiititt  sitktltiryt  and  p  relation  of  their  facing  AvalhcJ,  as  refoimj 
ifihzUuiCji  and  the  unnatural  fin,  arc  forbid-  to  their  bcinp  dean  Jed  from  tU  fd:b  of  fmt 
1  \r*  b y  the  five  nib  :  Theft  and  E.C3rfttiiT  by  ftemsto  Lc  more  coincident  u  ith  dwHr  brinp 
thcdgA/;  XexUlfigj  by  the  zutib  \  And  *r'$-  fiahiifi ea  ;  Kut,  prrbap*,  Ihtir  (icing  rttjltd 
:  Dnurfowt/,  awl  sll  may  be  of  a  more  gn-erstl  li^Aificaiicn,  in- 

inordinsfe  ddire-s,  by  the  cliifcvc  both  of  their  being  jdtifl: fed  ajid 

t  As  fifsfi&ttfn  1 »  more  lhan  a  bv-e  par*  fieet,  nhEch  may  taken  as  explanatory  i»f 
d’tr:,  which  con  bin  only  in  a  diidiari^e  freni  Ihe  jcnfe* f  in  which  they  were  »  aibcri :  Aru* 

~^nU  comics  nation,  svi'.hcu:  a  tide  tbo;^h  thdr  beiisg/v;  f  la  f^oken  of,  in 

1 !  ^ 
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Ye  are,  I  fay,  now  waflied  from  your  (ins,  and  juRIfied 
in  God's  fight,  through  faith  in  the  name  of  the  only 
Lord  and  Saviour,  in  virtue  of  his  atoning  blood,  and 
meritorious  righteoul'ncfs  ;  {Rev.  i.  5.  and  ARs  xiii. 
38,  39.)  and  ye  are  fandifud  by  the  renewing,  puri* 
lying,  and  quietening  influence  of  the  fpirir  of  our 
gracious  God,  (a  Thejf.  ii.  13.)  even  your  God  ar.d 
mine,  who,  for  this  very  purpofe,  has  fhed  the  Holy 
Ghoft  upon  you  abundantly,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Saviour $  {Tit.  in.  {,  60  and  who  (tgnifitd  ail  thefe 
benefits  and  fealed  the  prumifes  of  them,  in  your  Chrif- 
tian  baprifm. 

11  Alt  ihtngs  J2  But  to  infill  a  little  more  particularly  on  the  (in 
^  IhuIu tilings  of  fimpie  fouiicatiOB,  which  I  have  ranked  among  the 
arc  not  eKiMdiem;  mod  enormous  crimes ;  (ver.  9.)  but  which  feme  of 
all  rhinfs*  aw  yOU  may  have  too  light  thoughts  of,  as  if  it  were  as  al- 
i^will^no'’  be  lowablc,  as  eating  every  kind  of  meat  without  diflinc- 
broujitit  under  cion ;  becaufe  it  is  abstaining  from  both  is  alike  enjoin- 
the  power  of  aogr.  etj  t0  the  Gentile  converts,  by  the  famous  decree  at  Je~ 
rufaiem  {A fit  iv.  29)  As  to  meats  f,  which  that  de¬ 
cree  retrained  the  ufe  of,  only  for  a  feafon,  and  with 
relation  to  fuch  circum  (lances  as  might  make  eating 
them  ofFeufive  to  the  /e-au,  (fee  tbe  note  on  ARs  xv. 
29.)  I  would  fay.  All  things,  which  in  themfelves  con- 
fidered,  are  neither  dircftly,  nor  by  juil  confequence, 
enjoined,  or  forbidden,  either  by  the  nature  of  things, 
or  by  the  authority  of  Chrill,  are  lawful  for  me  to  ufe, 
or  not,  as  occafions  requite ;  but  in  fome  circumftances 
as  particularly  when  it  would  give  offence  to  others,  it 
is  nor  advifeable,  profirahle,  {»  b-wv*)  or  conducive  to 
any  valuable  purpofe,  but  may  be  very  injurious,  to  in¬ 
dulge  myfelf  in  the  ufe  of  them,  without  conlid-.-ring 
the  confequence  t  All  things,  of  fuch  an  indifferent 
nature  in  themfelvcs,  are  allowable  for  me  to  do,  or 
-V:  not 


NOTE, 


the  middle  of  the  verfe,  before  their  bring 
jttjhjstd;  yet  is  tfa  maw  of  the  Lord  jfofc-k  by 
whom  th^y  were  tfrf,  u  mcntioiud,  in 
tbc  d  &  of  the  verfe,  before  th  Spirit  of  cur 
G'rdf  hy  whom  they  were  whkh 

ffaews  that  we  cannot  always  depend  merely 
upiii)  the  order  of  cKpndEem-S  to  determine 
the  order,  in  which  thefe  bene  Sis  axe  be  flaw¬ 
ed  :  And  as  wtifiing  ts  fupptdod  by  n;any  to 
haye  a  reference  to  h I  have  given  a 
turn  to  the  paraphrase,  which  may  be  ap^ 
pl’ed  10  di,  that  is  figaified  and  felted  by 
that  ordinance,  with  rdjlton  to  Ortr  being 
walked  by  the  blood  and  Spirit  of  Chcid,  in 
our  pardon  and  faufrificaticm,  and  being  made 
]*^rt liters  cf  the  ri%btesufspji  of  f tilth,  w  kick 
eircomciiioii  was  faid  to  bethe  iuiiof,  iti  j-ii- 
SificaEiaa,  Kent*  iv*  *i. 


f  If  appear?  from  vtrr  ij  that  I  He  apo- 
lUe  reckoned  che  eating  oi  .icy  kind  uf  tiux.:*, 
whether  filch  as  were  oiJcr.il  to  UnU,  or 
is  were  forbidden  in  the  ft'vHkai  law,  amot** 
the  things  which,  under  The  ]p)!pei  ftarc, 
u-cre  in  themfdves  lawful,  according  to 
he  declared  on  other  tec^ions  o>t=ccrri:n; 
them  both  ;  Chap.  vH5,  and  Rvn.  xiv.  >.* — 
18^  Aud  the  part?frn$  of  the 
perfon  miRlit  probably  pretend,  on  h:* 
Side,  he  wa*  only  pushy  cf  Umpic  toridcatiot1, 
and  that  this  was  tvj more &m lawful,  tl^nihe 
tating  of  thn&meats.  This.,  in  my  appre- 
Ucnficm.  fet*  the  reafomn*  and  rnnnctiiou  *.f 
this  part  nf  the  spoilt  drcoiirfc*  in  a  |wh-r 
IijFhr.  than  any  'r  her  chat  J 
wkh  of  accouciing  for  ic. 
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nor,  as  I  pleafe,  according  to  my  apprebenficns  of  the 
good  or  bad  ends,  that  might  be  promoted  by  it  i  but 
I  would  not  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  enflavcd  by  an  ungovern¬ 
able  pafRon  for  them  j  nor,  were’ they  to  be  impofed  u- 
poti  me,  as  necellary  things,  in  point  of  conference,  hy 
any  merely  human  injunction,  would  I  fubmit  to  the 
arbitrary  authority  of  any  man  whatfoever  j  (w«toi!wi- 
v*v  ti.w)  but  would  prafiife  them,  or  not,  juft, 
as  the  reafons  of  things  require. 

u  Meats  for  1 3  In  this  view,  we  are  to  conlider  meats  that  are  of- 
belly, and  iii*  feral  to  idols  \  and  all  thofe  that  were  forbidden  in  the 
;:aiy  for  meat*;  i,cvitical  law  *,  for  the  original  deltgn  of  all  wholeiome 
lujy  buth  it  and  food  was  to  nourifh  the  body,  by  filling  and  refrefhiag 
iberri.  Now  die  the  ftomach  and  bowels  with  it :  and  the  belly,  in  the 
i ...  v  is  not  t.ir  an;mai  frame,  was  formed  for  receiving  and  digefting  it, 
(irtbcLordtaad  and  fcparaung  nutricious  juices  from  it:  Bot  thefe  are 
the  Lord  foe  the  things  of  fo  perifhing  a  nature,  and  of  fo  little  confe- 
^f*  quence  to  a  man's  trued  happinefs,  that  God  wilt  foon 

put  an  end  to  both,  and  to  their  mutual  relation  one  to 
the  other ;  fo  that  we  fhall  neither  hunger  nor  third  in 
the  heavenly  world,  {Rev.  vii.  16.)  nor  have  any  occa- 
fion  for  meat  or  drinlt  there.  But  now  as  to  fornication 
that  is  a  fin  of  a  quite  different  nature :  For  in  forming 
the  human  body,  which  will  fubfilt  in  another  date,  af¬ 
ter  the  belly  and  food,  and  their  relation  to  each  other, 
fhall  be  deitroyed,  God's  deftgn  was  not,  that  it  (hould 
be  proltituted  in  this  world  to  impure  and  promiscuous 
embraces  ;  bur  that  it  (hould  be  ufed  for  himfdf,  and 
for  the  honour  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  died  to  redeem 

and  rave  it,  as  well  as  the  foul ;  and  that  he,  as  the 

head  and  Saviour  of  the  church,  might  bare  the  body, 
as  well  as  foul,  under  his  dominion  and  difpofal,  in  or¬ 
der  to  its  glorifying  him  here,  and  being  glorified  with 
him  hereafter. 

14  And  Cod  £4,  And,  as  the  pledge,  earned,  and  fecurity  of  its 
lip  gfo”ous  ft^e  in  the  world  to  come,  God  the  Father 

«:il  alfo  raife  up  rat  fed  up  the  dead  body  of  the  Lord  jefus,  as  the  head 

by  his  own  0f  the  church,  and  she  firft  fruits  of  them  that  ileep  in 
him  j  and  we  may  afiuredly  conclude  from  thence  that, 
hy  the  working  of  the  fame  almighty  power,  he  will 
raife  up  the  dead  bodies  of  every  one  of  us,  who  arc 
the  living  members  of  Chrift,  to  a  bldfed  and  glorious 
immortality,  after  his  likenefc.  {Phil.  iii.  21.) 
is  Know  ye  1 5  Da  you  not  know  that  your  bodies  thcmfdves, 
npt  that  your  bo-  being  a  conftituent  part  of  your  per  fans,  are  united  to 
'ur^of^Chrirt  ?  Chrift  as  members,  of  which  he  is  the  vital  head,  anti 
feu!  I  then  take  which  will  Ileep  in  Jefus,  and  be  railed  up  to  glory  with 
lJw  him?  (i  Thejf.  iv.  14,  17.}  Would  it  then  be  fit,  or 

decent 
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the  members  of 
Chrift,  and  make 
them  the  mem- 
ben  uf  an  har¬ 
lot  ?  Cod  for¬ 
bid* 


16  Wh»t*  know 
ye  not  that  he 
which  is  joined 
to  an  harlot  is 
oik  body  ?  for 
t«o  (faith  he) 
fhatf  he  one  tie  lb. 


decent;  nay,  would  it  not  be  moriAroufiy  fhameful  for 
me,  or  anyone  who  was  vitally  united  to  Chriit,  like  the 
members  of  the  natural  body  to  theiF  head,  to  make 
fuch  a  vile  ufe  of  the  members  of  his  myfilcal  body,  as 
to  alienate  them  from  bis  ferrice  and  honour,  and 
as  it  were,  rend  them  off  from  him,  and  turn  them, 
into  the  members  of  a  lewd  woman,  by  commit* 
ting  whoredom  with  her?  Far  be  it  from  a* 

ny  that  bear  the  ChrifLian  name,  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  a 
flagitious  crime;  fo  difhonourabletotheholy  Jefus,  and  to 
the  law  of  marriage,  which  is  fan£lified  and  confirmed  by 
him.  ( Mattb *  xix.  5,  6.) 

16*  Strange!  that  ye,  who  make  fuch  high  preten¬ 
ces  to  knowledge,  Ihould  not  underflaml  and  conGder, 
that  the  man  who  is  united,  in  criminal  affections  and 
con  r  er  fa  turn,  wiih.an  harlot,  degrades  himfelf  fo  far, 
as  to  be,  as  it  were,  but  one  body  with  her?  For,  as 
our  Lord  bad  faid  of  a  hulband  and  bis  wife,  {Matth* 
xix*  6*)  that  they  are  no  mcr#  two  but  one  fejb%  fo  a 
man  who  unlawfully  cohaMrs  with  a  woman,  becomes, 
though  in  an  exceeding  vile  and  dilhonourable  fenfe, 
one  flcfli  with  her* 


17  Eat  he  that 
is  jninftd  unto  the 
Ijtrd  is  one  fpi- 
rit. 


FtwFnrni- 

vitioni  Uvxryfifi 


17  But  on  tbe  contrary,  the  believer,  who  is  vitally 

united  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  his  head  and  bufband,  fo 
clofely -adheres,  and  is,  as  it  were,  fo  compa&ly  ce¬ 
mented  to  him,  « KWfJiiJ  as  to  be  partaker  of, 

amf  animated  and  aduated  by,  the  fame  divine  fpirir, 
which  dwelt,  with  a  fulneCs  of  gifts  and  graces  above 
mealure,  in  Chrift  himfelf,  [John  iii,  34,)  and  is  com¬ 
municated  to  all  his  members,  according  to  the  meafure 
of  his  gift?  ( Epb *  iv*  y,  ore.)  and  fo  they  are  though  not 
cflentially,  yet  myfticaliy  one  fpirit  with  him,  which 
throws  the  indignity,  offered  to  the  body,  upon  turn, 
with  whom  they  are  one  fpirit. 

18  Whatever  therefore  ye  do,  flee  from  the  (in  of 
uccieannefs,  in  all  its  forms,  with  dread  and  abhor¬ 


rence,  with  the  utmoft  fp:ed,  and  with  alt  your  might 
as  a  bird  would  flee  from  tbelnare  of  the  fowler;  don’t 
fo  much  as  parley  with  it ;  but  refolutely  abandon  it, 
and  keep  at  the  remotclt  diflance  from  it!  watch  and 
pray  agajaft  all  inclinations,  enticements,  and  tenden¬ 
cies  to  it,  and  all  appearances  and  creations  of:  For  every 
other  tin,  which  a  man  commits  only  againft  God  and 
his  neighbour,  terminates  upon  an  objetl  out  of  him¬ 
felf,  *,  and  don't  immediately  pollute  his  own  body, 
vote*  though 

*  Rvtrt  Jin  hert  nppofed  to  Forn:c^tlis  p^dljors  on  Virion  I  v  take  notice  of  jjtottiwj  and 
rnuft,  1  thfok,  be  undcrflfud  with  a  rcllric*  dr*hkt*t*eftr  as  indurlcrl  in  thofc  other  Gns 
(Icq  to  &ch  fort  of  Goj  a  tart;  com  untied  were-  tveanfc  ih<y  ai-e  an  a!iutr  of  food  awl  driak  ; 
ij  God  acd  cliivii:  For  though  ex*  yet  fincctbcy  arc  Ukewitc  auafcufcof  xiwi** 


iliac  *  m*u  doth 
rt  without  the 
body:  hot  he  that 
committer h  for* 
iikutiui  fin  net  b 
sr^iiinfV  hU  owa 
body. 


own 


ip  Whit,  know 
y.r  that  your 
t  ^  1y  U  :he  tem- 
y?t+  of  i ii-c  Hf*!y 
(  :  ifi  -t  hifh j*  in 

V  V.  :;ich  VC 

i-  v,  -,;f  (iu]j  and 
7  r.crt  your 

S'VM  ? 
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though  it  doth  his  foul}  but  he,  who  is  guilty  of  whore¬ 
dom,  not  ooly  defiles  bis  foul,  and  fins  agalnft  God  and 
his  neighbour,  but  again  ft  his  own  body  too,  as  that  is 
thereby  debafed,  and  unworthily  facrificed  to  the  molt 
brutifh  and  abominable  lulls. 

19  What  (hall  1  fay  further  ?  Do  you  not  know  and 
confider,  according  to  what  has  been  before  hinted, 
{chap.  jit.  16.)  that  your  body,  a$  an  eflential  part  of 
the  human  perfon,  which  i$  united  to  C brill,  is  a  fa- 
cred,  dedicated  and  appropriated  habitation  of  God  the 
Holy  Ghoftf,  which  he  has  taken  pofieflion  of,  and 
dwells  in,  by  peculiar  relation  and  operation,  diffuGng 
light  and  grace  within  it,  and  adorning  with  his  fpecial 
prefence  and  with  much  more  excellent  tokens  and  mani¬ 
festations  of  it,  than  ever  So/otjwi’s  temple  had  of  God’s 
refidence  there  :  This  divine  indwelling  fpirit,  who  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  Father  and  Son,  but  is  undivided  from 
them,  ye  have  and  hold  by  the  free  gift  of  God,  for  the 
glory  of  his  own  great  name,  as  the  fountain  of  all  grace, 
through  Jefus  Chrift;  as  well  as  that  ye  have  the  body 
itfelffrom  him,  as  its  Creator :  And  being  thus  not  on¬ 
ly  formed  by,  and  for  him,  as  the  God  of  nature,  but 
alfo  confecrated  to  him,  as  the  God  of  grace,  and  fo 
his  habitation  through  the  Spirit  y  (Eph.  ii.  as.)  ye  are  no 
longer  your  own  property,  or  at  your  own  difpoial,  to  ufe 
your  bodies  according  to  your  owq  brutal  inclinations 
in  contradiction  10  his  holy  nature  and  will. 

ao  For,  to  add  one  conGderation  more,  ye  are  re¬ 
deemed  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  to 
come,  from  fin  and  Satan,  from  infamy,  Cavery,  and 
ruin,  and  are  purebafed  for  the  fervice  and  enjoyment 
of  the  holy  and  bleifed  God,  by  the  precious  blood  of 
his  Son  j  (t  Pet.  u  19.  and  Rev.  v,  9.)  and  fo  ye  are 
bought  at  the  deareil  rate  for  himfclf,  and  for  a  glori¬ 
ous  rtfurreflkm  of  the  body  to  eternal  life ;  Let  it 
therefore  he  your  diligent  cate  and  concern,  through 
divine  grace,  to  yield  your  bodies,  and  all  their  mem¬ 
bers,  as  well  as  your  fouls,  and  all  their  faculties,  as 
inflruments  of  righteoufnefs  to  God,  which  is  your  rea- 
fonable  ftrvice  j  {Rom.  vi.  13.  and  xiu  r.)  that  ye  may 
never  alienate  and  debafe  his  peculiar  right  and  proper¬ 
ty,  by  impurity  in  the  Thoughts  and  inclinations  of  the 
heart,  or  in  the  ads  of  the  body;  but  may  in  all  things 

glorify 

NOTE. 

cxi'.  body,  it  can  farce  be  (aid  of  il'cm,  that  chap 
i!.  ’v  arc  Tpitfwti  the  b$4jy  or  arc  nut  Iins  a-  Gedt\ 
tt  iw?  n  mans  tnt*n  botfy  ;  and  even  fornica*  Jf vhGhtj};  *>h»ch  fhcw$  that  the  HoiySpi- 
rion  itfclf  is  an  abufe  of  other'*,  as  well  as  of  misihe  twin*  God*  and  a  Srrr.pfe  eNwys 
*  0*0  body,  -  fupp^c*,  and  is  retail  o,  aa  inhabiting 

T  W‘ut  tin?  apoftlc  cAL>  ibt  t&nflcpf  Godt  ddtyt 


x?  Tot  ye  are 
with  a 
r,r:cir :  therefore 
Ctid  in 
-«.ir  Ljf^dy,  ansi 
hi 


:hap.  iiL  iff*  and  tie  temple  of  the 
Gedt  i  Car*  vL  i  tf*  he  here  fMe*  the  ttmpU  of  the 
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wh^VreUod's^  R^or^y-^m  Wlt^  both  **  which  he  has  now  a  peculiar 
and  endearing  title  to»  by  redeeming  love,  added  to 
that  of  creation  and  providence;  and  which  ought  to 
be  devoted,  employed,  ami  improved  intiiely,  unre¬ 
servedly,  and  for  ever,  to  his  glory,  and  according  to 
his  will. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  an  honour  In?  Chrift  put  upon  the  funts,  in  making  their  bodice,  as  well 
as  fouls,  his  members t  and  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  which  he  will  raife  to 
immortal  bteftcdiK'is  1  And  what  dignity  and  glory  will  they  appear  in*  when 
they  fliall  fit.  like  jufticcs  on  the  bench,  with  the  great  judge  cat  alt ;  and  the 
reft  of  mankind,  yea,  the  fallen  ajjgch-  tbcmfdvcs,  fhall  be  arraigned,  tried,  and 
cart  at  Ids  bar;  and  the  attending  court  (hail  fay,  with  i'olemn  acclamation,  *(  Thou 
art  righteous,  O  Lord,  hecaute thon  haft  judged  thus!"'  (Ekev.xvi.  5*)  How 
highly  therefore  doth  it  become  them  now  to  adjuft  cunt  rover  ties  about  civil  af¬ 
fairs  among  themfclves,  by  referring  them  to  the  arbitration  of  their  own  liomrft 
friends,  rather  than  give  way  to  a  litigious  temper,  and  expnfe  religion  to  its  ene¬ 
mies,  by  going  to  law  one  with  another  before  them  J  What  a  ihameisit  to  a 
church  of  Chrift,  if  there  be  none  among  their  lay-brethren,  that  are  wife  and 
prudent  enough  to  engage  hi  making  up  fuch  differences  1  And,  O  liow  exceed¬ 
ingly  are  fuch  church  members  to  blame,  who  are  fa  far  from  putting  up  wrongs, 
as  to  be  themfclves  guilty  of  cheating  and  injuring  others,  and  that  their  Clm* 
A  fan  brethren  !  Whatever  fuch  paribus  pn-.fritions  and  pretences  be,  they  do  hut 
deceive  (heir  own  fouh,  if  they  imagine  that  they  ihaU  be  admitted  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven,  while  they  allow  themfclves  m  this,  prany  other  kind  of  wick- 
ednefs,  fuch  as  uncteaimeik,  idolatry  *  coveUmfncfc,  dnmkenncte,  defamation, 
and  extortion*  But,  O  how  great  fa  the  difference  between  what  true  believers 
once  were,  in  the  days  of  their  nnregcneracy*  and  now  are,  through  the  riche; 
of  furprfaing,  fbvcrcign,  and  difring ut flung  grtce  !  They  were  under  the  pow¬ 
er  of  damning  hit,  and  feme  of  them  noturiouily  vile ;  but  now  they  are  par¬ 
doned  and  juftiflcrf  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  jefus,  and  fan  ftt  tied  by  the  Spirit 
of  their  God.  And  when  they  arc  brought  into  this  happy  Rate,  how  eilfy  mar 
they  be  about  ail  things  of  an  indifferent  nature,  like  Jewiih  meats:  They  are 
lawful  to  them,  and  may  be  ufe<^  without  firm  pic  by  them ;  only  ChriftUn  prn* 
dcncc  Jbould  direct  the  expediency  of  them;  and  they  fliould  take  heed  that  their 
confrienccs  be  never  enllaved,  by  human  impofuions,  to  make  them  neceflary, 
and  that  they  never  go  into  an  immoderate  indulgence  of  fcnfitive  appetites  for 
meat  and  drink,  which  will  perilh  with  the  animal  frame  of  the  body,  ard 
be  entirely  ufclcfs  in  another  world.  But  with  what  deteftation  Ihould  they  fiy 
from  the  fin  of  fornication,  and  from  every  thing  that  has  the  tea  ft  tendency  to¬ 
wards  it  1  This,  how  [lightly  foever  fame  may  think  of  it,  is  a  Gu  directly  con* 
trarv  to  the  law  of  nature,  and  of  marriage,  and  to  the  noble  purpofes  for  which 
their  bodies  were  originally  ddigned,  and  to  which  thofe  of  the  faints  ft  tall  he 
Tiifed,  in  conformity  to  Chriftfa  glorious  body  :  It  is  contrary  to  their  relation  to 
him,  as  his  roendicnt,  diflionoiUMbte  to  h:s  name,  and  debating  to  themfdves,  X* 
join  their  bodies  tu  an  harlot,  and  make  them  one  fltlh  with  heris:  It  is  contral¬ 
to  that  intimate  union,  into  which  they  arc  ta*;en  to  their  holy  Head  and  Hui- 
baud,  as  one  fpirit  with  him ;  and  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  their  bodies,  and  lo 

th: 

N  O  T'  E. 

*  As  Chr:j}  h  iht  Redeemer,  who  paid  the  wMri  arc  his  ;  ar.da*,  In  the  pre- 

price  for  us,  wo  avc  certainly  as  ut1!  as  ceding  \ci fc,  believers  were  £i;J  to  Ik  1* 
<»od  the  Father's  peudiar  prnpeity  ;  and  as  ttwpic  &f  tic  Ihfy  Gfe/f,  he  atfo  ivto  be  0N;t- 
it  u  on  die  foot  of  rcdcnmtimi,  tfat  u'C  fotered,  t^-aher  with  fhu  Father  and  S-",, 
arc  frill  to  be  Gad**!  it  ruitirriiy  follows,  that  as  ihr  t*:xl,  *ho  has  a  perClilfar  prujwily  :  1 
Chrift  is  included  in  u  bofi:  wc  arc,  us,  and  is  tr*  he  gtarifiei  by  us.  See  Iks  11  -*= 

aud  *hvm  wc  [liquid  glorify  with  hZa  on  iLa:  vcni*, 
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the  inhabitation  of  the  HoK  Ghoft  in  them,  as  his  temple  :  And  it  is  contrary  to 
the  right  of  purchafe  by  Jcfus  Chrift,  who  bath  bought  bnth  their  bodies  and 
(mils  with  thr  price  of  bis  precious  blood,  that  they  mMit  not  be  their  awn 
lords  and  m afters  *  but  mi^ht  jrlori'yGori,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  G holt, 
with  their  bodies  and  fpirits,  which  are  his. 


33 


CHAP.  VIL 

The  apoflle  proceeds  to  anfwcr  feveral  autfiions,  that  had  been  fait  to 
him ;  and ,  beginning  with  what  had  been  propofol  about  marriage w 
be  Jbews,  that  though  in  fomc  cafes  it  might  be  beji  not  to  enter  into 
that  fiate ;  yety  as  it  is  God s  ordinance  to  be  a  remedy  agaittjl 
fornication *  it  is  to  be  cho/cn  by  fitch  as  b<me  flrong  prepaijions  to 
that  Jin*  I, — g*  That  married  Chrijlians  fbould  not  feck  to  part 

with  their  unbelieving  conforts t  one  being  fa  nit  fed  by  the  other ,  for 
preferving  the  federal  holme fs  of  their  children ,  ic3 — 16+  That  per- 
fans,  in  any  civil  Jlation^  Jhould  ordinarily  be  foihjied  to  abide  in 
that,  in  which  they  were  Jirft  called  to  the  faith  of  Chrijiy  17, — 24- 
That  if  was  mojl  dcftrable,  on  account  sf  the  then  perilous  days,  for 
fingh  people  to  continue  fo,  unlcfs  there  were  atty  prejfuig  re  a  forts  to 
the  contrary  /  and  that  perfons  of  all  ft  at  i  on  s  ought  to  Jit  hefo  front 
every  thing  of  this  t ran  fit  cry  worlds  as  far  as  it  would  be  an  hinder 
ranee  td  them  in  the  firviev  of  God,  25,-35.  That  great  prudence 
fboutd  be  ufed  in  the  difpofal  cf  virgins,  36. —  rS.  And  that  widows 
fbould  be  very  careful  how  they  marry  again,  and  efpecially  that  it  be 
only  in  the  Lord,  jy,— ^0. 


Text, 


NO vf  concern¬ 
ing  the 
si.  li^vhcrtofye 
wriue  onto  me; 


L  1  gpod  for  a 
man  not  to  touch 


Paraphrase. 

VTOTVj  to  fpeak  to  the  q  ue  (t  ions  propofed  to  me  in  the 
^  letter*  which  1  received  from  you  *,  and  to  begin 
with  thofe,  that  relate  to  matrimony;  1  fay,  in  general, 
that  the  unjnirried  flare,  confidered  ;is  free  from  in¬ 
cumbrances*  and  attended  with  the  feweft  incooveni* 
encts  and  troubles,  \ver*  z8,  35*)  efpecially  in  times 
of  perfccution,  (iw*  26.)  is,  in  that  view  of  it,  cobs 
preferred  to  a  (late  of  wedlock* 

2  But 


NOTE, 


*  It  appears  from  the  manner  of  the  apa¬ 
tite's  introducing  this  part  <rf  hb  epiftU,  that 
he  had  received  1  letter  from  fuch  members 
cf  the  church  at  Coring,  as  adhered  to  him, 
a  hour  frverat  points  or  confcieiicc  iu  debate 
among  them,  of  which  they  driired  a  (hhi- 
tion,  as  what  ilicy  *  outdated*  by:  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  lets  hbrfelf  10  anfwcr  them,  in  this 
and  the  follow1  ng  chapters,  beginning  urrh 
thrir  tpieftioas  about  m njrwye,  Ui  an  agree¬ 
able  evnuefttem  with  what  he  had  Jail  been 
frying  again  it  Ftrziattion.  Hud  *<;  ilic  let¬ 
ter  before  us,  which  they  wrote  tv  him,  we 
mlt'ht  form  a  better  judgment  ofcbetwaiKy 
tnj  propriety  of  his  thoughts  on  all  thoiii 
p,lii«S  than  u?  nou  euo.  ter  want  «fkn.ow- 
YolAV.  I  a 


big  us  contents,  any  further  thsti  may  be 
gathered  fr-yu  his  reply,  and  fri>ni  -be  very 
leant y  remain?  of  the  hdlory  of  thole  it  lies* 
As  to  the  Jitiric  of  marriage,  whuh  he  con- 
(tiers  in  this  chapter,  it  is  prolmble  i\ lat  thcru 
were  £>rnc  01  the  tJriwi/e  converts,  who  in¬ 
clined  to  the  Pttbagorceit  notion  againtt  ihut 
ordinance  as  ibnuyh  it  were  an  enemy  to 
The  incellefhiaJ  life;  (fee  Dr,  SPbistj  or  th-c 
place)  and  that  1  here  were  oihers  among  ihc 
JkT, vi/h  converts,  ivl:o£dcd  wf’tb  ihv  U'ltnne 
of  Ivtir  firliools,  which  tiu  jhr,  that  every 
man  at  the  ape  oft  wen1  y  was  bound  to  many, 
and  delivered  v/.r!<iO--vptniou£4b»nr  s-Ilraloit 
from  the  marriage- bed.  See  Dr*  Ufbljatft 
works,  Vol  il  y.  75 7^  7iV* 


66  The  Flrjl  Epijtk  la  the  CokiwTKiANS  paraphrased*  Ch.  vis. 


a  N  evert  hcltfi 
to  avuid  fornica- 
l»on,  let  (very 
man  ]ia\elitso«ii 
uife,  a;>d  let  eve¬ 
ry  woman  have 

her  own  bo  stand* 


1  Let  the  hl]f- 

tjnd  render  imio 
tlit  wife  due  be¬ 
ne  volt  nee  ;  and 
like  wife  alfn  die 
wife  on  to  ikehitt* 
band. 


4  Tl'-t  wife 
hath  not  power 
of  her  own  body* 
but  the  husbjjut : 
and  likeutfc  alfo 
(lie  hn>hu;;il  hath 
not  power  of  bis 
own  body*  btu  the 
wife. 


5  Defraud  ye 
not  one  the  other, 
except  f;  1-?  wUh 
con  (cntforaii% 
thatye  may  give 
yoorfrlvcf  to  tall* 
in &  atid  prayer; 
wni  come  toge¬ 
ther  again  that 
Satan  tempt 
you 


2  But  yet,  as  marriage  is  honourable  in  allt  and  the 

bctl  undc/ilcd ,  (Hcb.  alii.  4.)  and  as  it  is  appointed  of 
God,  among  other  reafons,  for  preventing  the  abomin¬ 
able  fin  of  fornication,  together  with  alt  forts  of  un- 
cteannets,  which  I  have  been  bot  now  fo  particularly 
remonftratjng  againft,  (ebsp.  v.  and  chap.  vi.  13,-40.) 
I  would  ad  vile  every  man,  whofe  natural  conilitution, 
and  the  temptations  of  his  duration  may  be  too  Arong 
inducements  to  that  iniquity,  ( ver ♦  9.)  to  take,  and 
keep  to  a  wife  of  his  own,  (»■»*  (■«**  >«««>  who 

Hull  be  his  peculiar  property}  and  every  woman,  in 
like  circumftauces,  to  accept,  and  cleave  to  a  bufband, 
who  (hall  be  hers  only,  and  not  another's. 

3  And  when  they  are  joined  together  in  lawful  wed¬ 
lock,  the  hufband,  to  prevent  irregular  defires  in  him- 
felf  after  other  women,  and  in  his  wife  after  other  men, 
fhoutd  take  proper  opportunities  of  tellifying  bis  peculiar 
affection  to  her,  in  a  due  performance  of  the  conjugal 
duty,  which  he  owes  to  her,  and  her  only,  as  may  tie 
moll  agreeable  to  her  inclinations  t  And  the  wife,  on 
her  part,  Ihould  be  ready  to  do  the  like  towards  her 
hufband. 

4  For  as  they  have  given  thejnfelves  one  to  the  other, 

the  wife  has  no  longer  a  right,  or  authority,  (***?■*■«?«) 
to  difpofe  of  her  own  body,  by  witholding  it,  in  fit  fea- 
fons,  from  her  hufband}  much  lefs  by  proftituting  it  to 
any  other  man;  it  being  a  property  facred  to  her  huf 
band:  And  on  the  other  fide,  the  hufband,  in  like  man 
ner,  has  no  right,  or  autboricy,  (“*  to  withold 

his  own  bodyfrom  his  wife;  much  lefs  to  gratify  any  o- 
ther  woman,  or  his  own  pteafure,  in  impure  embraces 
of  her;  it  bring  tbe  inviolable  property  of  his  wife. 

5  Whofoever  of  you  therefore  are  in  the  matrimonial 

ftate,  fee  that  ye  be  juft  and  kind  one  to  tbe  other,  and 
that  ye  do  not  nccdFarily  deprive  one  another  of  the  du- 
ty  of  that  relation  •;  uni  els  it  be  by  mutual 

agreement  on  fome  fpecial  folemn  occalions,  to  the  end 
that  ye  may  abftaiu  from  all  gratifications  of  nature,  in 
order  to  your  hring  the  more  fuitably  and  intently  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  religious  exercifes  of  humiliation,  falling, 
and  prayer;  and,  when  fuch  feafons  are  over,  ye  may 
difcretionally  return  to  a  fober  and  temperate  ufe  of 

each 


NOTE. 

*  The  apitfiic’i  rcafrmng  in  this  and  rhe  heart,  when  wc  ureobli^d  In  fpcik  of  them, 
preceding  verfes  evidently  makes  agaiuft  Po-  as  l  am  forced  to  do  tho*  wkh  great  relg£»»c,rf 
iyJJ’WTa  and  againft  vctth  of  cclLba^  or  of  m  this  para  phrafo,  and  hope  have  done  in  the 
fcrpeitwl  vit£u;:fj  ;  And  the  chaflity  ofliit  ebdeft  manner;  in  which  it  likewtfe  ou*ht 
Aylc  u  very  re  mark  a  hie,  eo  teach  ustc  he  u  Lok  read*  without  fiolifi  jtfiitg,  as  fach 
rinduft  as  podi'nle  tn  expredinj  things  that  parts  of  the  facred  feripture  too  often,  sre,  V* 
uag hi  Lead  to  rjiie  iatleccat  motions  m  the  pcdbiu  of  m jWj. 
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yon  u#t  for 
your  iacantukcn* 


4  But  I  fpwnt 
thiihy  perrnillioci, 
4«J  not  of  con* 
AiaadmtDi. 


T  For  I  wmM 
ill : 

rvcn 

but  every  man 
Marh  bis  proper 
gift  of  God,  one 
aficTihii  oiitiiiicr, 
and  mother  after 
that. 


each  other  again;  left  the  devil  fhould  take  an  opportu* 
nity,  during  too  long  and  difagreeahle  an  abflutetico 
to  tempt  you  to  fome  criminal  conversion  with  orhef 
perfons,  thro*  the  workings  of  an  unchafte  difpofmon  in 
yourfelvcs. 

6  But  what  I  fay  in  thefe  cafes,  Is  by  way  of  contef- 
Con  and  advice,  which  I  am  allowed  to  offer,  as  an  in- 
fpired  apoftle,  with  refpett  to  what,  in  different  cir- 
cumftances,  may  be  lawfully  done,  and  may  be  molt  a* 
greeable  to  your  holy  profeluon  i  and  not  hy  any  esprefg 
command  of  Chrift,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  10.)  as  to 
what  is  abfolutely  ntccffary  for  this,  or  that  particular 
per  fan- 

7  For  I  could  indeed  heartily  wifti,  that  all  my  un* 
that  all  ajcn  wert  married  chriftian  friends  were  as  eafy  and  contented,  33 

a$  myfclf;  j  niyfe]f  am>  ;n  a  fmgle  ftate  of  life  *:  But  they  mu  ft 
be  left  ro  confult  their  own  tempers,  difpofitions,  ami 
firuations;  fince  everyone  of  them  has  the  peculiar 
frame  of  his  natural  conftirution,  and  proper  meafurcs 
of  afiiftance  for  the  government  of  if;  by  the  gift  of 
God,  as  the  author  of  both,  fome  in  one  way,  and  o- 
tbers  in  another*  for  rheir  different  trial  and  improve* 
ment,  and  for  djfphying  the  power  of  religion  in  Us 
various  forms  of  working  in  them  refpectively,  whether 
they  alter  their  condition,  or  not. 

8  I  therefore  only  fay  to  harchelors  and  maidens*  wi- 

fore  to  the  on-  dowers  and  widows,  that3  in  thefe  perilous  times,  it  is 
SwsTit ^good  moft  eligible  for  them,  if  they,  like  me,  can  do 

for  them  if  they  it  with  fafety,  to  keep  themfelves  unmarried  +,  as  1  do 
-bid*  even  as  L  my  ft  If,  for  prudential  reafons,  while  I  find  do  incon¬ 

veniences,  but  manitold  advantages  for  the  ftrvice  of 
God  in  it* 

v  But,  if  they  9  But  if  their  animal  inclinations  are  too  ftrong  and 
rannor  contain,  fervent  to  be  retrained,  and  kept  within  due  bounds, 
Ur  uirtcTnx^o  ^ Y  grace  they  have  received,  without  great  un* 

than  co  ealinefs  and  difturbance  to  them  (elves;  let  them  pru¬ 
dently  marry  fome  fuitable  peifon,  left  temptations 
fhould,  one  time  or  other,  prove  too  hard  for  them  : 
For  it  is  certainly  fai  belter,  m  point  of  wifdom,  duty, 
and  comfort,  for  any  one  co  marry,  than  to  be  under 

the 

N  o  T  E  s- 

*  r  talc  this  to  he  the  apatite's  frnfe,  ra-  |  S«ne  have  thought  that  the  apotUc  hsnv- 
iher  than ,  ream  of  com  men  tators  ear-  fclf  w:is  a>  Tpiisrwer;  hccjuJer  rpcaki/ig  fif 

ric*  irt  that  he  wilhedaU  noi  were  fiich,  he  here  pins  l-iivfdf  in,  frpnp,  if  :r 

24  he  hfmfdf  was  !  For  that  would  have  bem 
jococliftent  both  with  God's  ardiiiiinec  of 
marriage,  and  with  the  tomina&nce  of  the 
church*  aod  of  the  urorld*  far  dme  to  come ; 
and  as  Car  u  he  fraud  any  liciicfit  id  a  fuigfe 
life,  for  which  he  it  to  other**  tkv  is 

:s£de ntly  cxprelkd;;;  ths  stxt  verib* 


%  t  fey  there¬ 


in*  fiy 
burn. 


in  his  y conger  Hsys,  according  tu  the  tW* 
iritrc  of  the  Jcvr'p  ichool$,  which  !ta 
Cm  to  com  Mi  at;  iwnzly  yc*r;  oid- 

Sec  the  eiWja  x  tr.  t. 
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the  power  of  tormenting*  inflaming,  and  impure  defines 
after  unlawful  enjoyments* 

10  And  as  to  another  of  your  queftions  about  marri¬ 
ed  people*  beth  of  which  arc  believers;  though  fomc  of 
them  may  bt;  too  ready  to  fall  in  with  what  they  have 
been  wonr  to  hear  from  the  Jewi/b  rabbies*  about  the 
nilowahlenefs  of  divorces  on  trivial  occahons,  (fee  l)r* 
Light fztf  on  AIntth*  v.  31*)  I  declare,  (^w?****)  not 
as  from  myielf,  nor  yet  as  what  I  have  received  by  im- 
mediiitc  ijifptration,  which  in  this  cafe  there  was  no 
need  of*  ;  but  as  what  our  Lord  himfelf  has  cxpre&ly 
commanded*  {Matth,  v*  32,  and  xix*  6,  9*)  and’  has 
fixed  as  a  binding  law  upon  all  bis  difciplcs,  that  no 
wife  ftieuld  voluntarily  feparate  herfelf,  or  be  divorced 
from  her  hufband,  for  any  differences  that  may  rife  be* 
tween  them;  unlefa  it  be  on  account  of  adultery* 
it  But  if  upon  fome  pet,  difi ike,  or  quarrel,  flic 
dep^r 1^1!^  frouM  go  away  from  her  hufband,  or  he  Ihould  difmifs 
main  wsisiurr-cH,  her  for  any  ojher  caufe  than  Chrift  has  allowed  of,  flic 
w  he  r.:c.mc'ikii  ought,  by  ;dl  means,  to  refoive  againft,  and  keep  her- 
f"!f  *rom  marrying  another  man,  which  would  be  utter- 
huUtt:wl  put  u  ly  unlawful;  (Atattb.  xix,  9*)  or  rather,  it  is  her  duty 
u-y  hi*  to  do  thnt  in  her  lies,  to  get  the  breach  made  up  be¬ 

tween  her  huiband  and  berfelf,.  to  regain  his  favour, 
and  layaf.de  htfown  refentments,  that  they  may  live 
amicably  together  again*  as  becometh  faints:  And  it  is 
the  incumbent  duty  of  the  hufband  not  ro  divorce  his 
wife*  while  flic  is  willing  to  live  with  bim,  and  is  faith¬ 
ful  to  hts  bed* 

r*tt V|i«t  T  ux  12  ^ut  others  among  you,  that  were  married 
th ej.Rfc:,  iUht  to  heathens,  or  unbelievers*  before  they  them felves  were 
WtjuT  iutrh  a  converted;  and  may  now  be  in  doubt*  whether  they 
^*kS  n!?c  ought  ftill  to  continue  in  the  conjugal  relation  with 

be  them*  becaule  under  the  AUfaic  law,  the  Jews  were  o- 

bliged 

NOTE. 


16  Anil  unto 
the  mailed  I 
Command,  »tot 
1.  hut  the  I.«rd, 
kt  nut  the  wife 
depart  from  her 
Kilobaud  : 


*  There  was  no  need  of  immcdfaJe  infpir:.t> 
o\\  as  to  this  pom:,  w  Ukh  Chnft  h^J  fo  dearly 
:uid  cxprcfsly  dcurrmir.cd,  as  th eve  wuh 
iWpi-et  t ft  others,  u  hich  iie  had  laid  nglhing 
olinut;  there  having  been  n^  occaGon  fur  it 
then,  and  he  having  kit  than  10  be  fettkd 
by  hU  ape  (lies*  as  cheumfU^ce*  might  a- 
liib  ;  Ni  r  is  tnorti  any  net*eflljy  of  under- 
ji  nding  the  ajiofttc  to  mean  merely  hh  own 
private  opinion,  when  lie  faid,  ver.  tf*  / 
fetak  Ly  and  yet,  11 .  I  f  peaky  iffif 

ihe  J-cu  dV  -ii'il  *er,  z$.  1  have  rg 
weni  from  the  Ijrj;  y?t  l  give  my  judgment 
ess  we  tl\it  but  Stained  merey  tft'tK  Lora  n  re 
j fiJ.tyh/;  IV-r  all  tb-s  may  t-ery  welt  be  udeen 
tn  fignify,  that  iiclircd,  under  thefe 

of  ipocth,  was  by  iiifpiiatnji*,  in  dU- 


lin^ion  from,  and  by  way  of  addition  l*\ 
what  our  Lord  himfelf  had  mentioned,  in 
the  day*  of  hi#  nuniftry ;  aL-cordin^ly  he 
fixaks  himfelf,  wkh  a  reference  to  the-e 
things,  as  btrving  the  /pint  itf  G$d,  (wr.  40^ 
But  if,  as  (nmc  would  have  it,  his  meaning 
mtxs,  that  he  r^>kc  thofc  things*  as  his  0*11 
private  fentiments,  and  not  Ly  divine 

this  lhc*s  his  great  hooefly  ar.rf 
faith fvlccu,  in  giving  fuch  plain  notice 
what  he  delivered  only  as  his  private  thought, 
acd  carrirs  flrong  evidence,  that,  when  he 
gave  tso  latiiB^ticMU  of  that  kind,  he  is  to  be 
umfcrtinnd,  as  fpeafcmg  hy  iofpiration  <  t 
the  fpirit*  accordion  to  what  he  lays  in  on* 
petition  to  falti;  teachers*  40-  Sec  ti;r 
note  tbcw* 
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be  pltafcd  to 
with  him, 
M.t  him  not  put 
her  amy* 


i  ;  And  the 
nvniMn  which 
h:iih  an  husband 
tlp.i-  believed  nut 
*s"d  if  he  be  plcaf- 
f  i  10  dwell  with 
h  it,  let  her  not 
1cav‘c  him. 


14  For  the  nn- 
ht'Uevi  husband 
i'  firt€ttlkd  by  the 
wi-c*  ini  thf  im- 
telievitig  wife  w 
fun&iticJ  by  the: 
husband  rife 
were  your  chil¬ 
dren  unclean;  hut 
new 


bliged,  at  a  time  of  general  reformation*  to  put  a way 
their  idolatrous  wives  *;  ( Ezra  x*  3,  &c<)  I  d:clare,  by 
revelation  of  the  fpirit,  our  Lord  himfdf  having  I^ft  no 
exprefs  commandment  by  word  cf  month  about  this 
poim,  that  if  any  chriftian  brother  be  wedded  to  □  wife, 
who,  after  his  cotiv^rfion,  continues  nti  idoiutrefs,  or 
unbeliever,  and  (he  be  ucverthelefs  willing  ro  cohabit 
with  him  in  a  friendly  a::d  peaceable  'manner,  tts  be¬ 
fore,  he  ought  not  to  abandon  her,  merely  ou  account 
of  religion* 

13  And  if  any  converted  woman  was  before  married 
ro  an  hufbund,  who  remains  in  unbelief,  and  yet  )$  Hill 
willing  to  live  in  an  homft,  decent,  and  loving  man* 
ncr  with  her,  as  man  and  wifr,  Ih c  oughr  not  to  go  a-* 
way  from  him,  as  if  the  bonds  of  matrimony  were 
broke  between  them,  only  h?caufe»  threugh  his  want 
of  religion,  they  cannot  walk  together  a>  heirs  of  the 
glace  of  life. 

14  For  as,  unto  the  pure,  all  relations  and  enjoy¬ 

ments  of  this  life  are  pure,  (7VV.  i*  15*)  the  hufbind, 
who  continues  an  iulich !,  is  fo  far  fa  notified,  or  ft  pa- 
rated  to  a  holy  life,  (f»  "*  in  or  by  his  believing 

wife,  and  by  means  of  her  credibly  profefled  faith  and 
holinefj,  (they  being  one  flcfli,  {Mutth*  xix*  5.}  as  not 
to  deprive  her  of  tht  covenant  privileges,  which  belong 
to  the  Tibbie  people  of  God,  and  their  feed;  (6Vir.  xvii, 
7*)  and  the  unconverted  wife  is  in  like  manner  fan£U- 
fietl  for  covenant  ule,  (*■  in  or  by  her  helievtng 

hufband;  and  by  means  of  his  regularly  profcfibd  faith 
and  hclinefs,  and  of  her  conjugal  relation  to  him:  O- 
therwife  thofe  of  your  children,  which  defeend  from  a 
father  and  mother,  one  of  which  h  a  chriliian,  ami  the 
other  not,  would  be.  in  the  fame  condition,  as  to  the 
privileges  and  blellmgs  that  belong  to  the  vitlWc  church, 
and  to  the  external  adminiftration  of  the  covenant  with 
the  children  of  parents,  both  of  which  are  heathens, 
ami  fo  out  of  the  pale  of  the  church,  and  flrangers  to 
the  covenants  of  promife,  and  by  no  means  to  be  own- 


N  O 

*  The  marrying  the  <lnu«hters 

*f  tciolairws  nil  hint,  ft'as  m  direct  con:ri* 
diction  to  ih t  well  known,  express,  ar*d  re¬ 
vert;  pfoMhtinn  of  Ood*i  vih 

4.  Hut  the  believer  and  unbeliever,  fpoken 
f.!  Eiy  thtapnfMc-,  art  fuppofed  to  have  been 
jnanwd,  while  they  were  both  in  a  ibts  of 
JitritlieniicO,  or  of  tuibcUctf.  That  £■{/*£  there- 
i  '. re,  was  very  different  from  ihh*  on  tUe 
r  ^ivtii  foot;  and  it  \**5  fo,  furthermore. 


T  E. 

on  a  p4f?/ior/ account ,  9*  the  J<ws,  nationally 
considered,  \v%;rv  uttdc:  ima-cd:  ile  K°* 

vernmqnt,  as  th«:r  hiii£,  i-od  nsre  ta  be 
ktpt  cnthrlv  diiiin^t  frmp  the  idote'-rod* 
jurions  loLtvd  anout  the*-. :  And  i hough  it 
U'i>kild  b?  covryM"  in  ;Jic  c^i and 

education  :«  chriituivs  to*  rrs;-r r v  u!  believers, 
ver.  yet  It  v’*j;dd  not  ^»aS:e  iht 
it  ft  If  null  md  void.  kifv  t  ho  jio'.c  to* 
io. 
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row  arc  they  ho-  ed  as  a  holy  feed  *:  But  now,  Gnee  the  unbelieving  p** 
rent  is  thus  fanciified  in  and  by  the  other,  who  believes, 
their  offspring  are  externally,  relatively,  and  federally 
holy,  as  a  feed  vilibly  feparated  and  appropriated  to  the 
Lord,  and  To  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  that  they  are  capable  of  in  their  infancy*  as  much 
as  if  both  father  and  mother  were  profeffing  believers* 
n  But  if  the  15  But  if  the  unbelieving  hulbaad,  or  wife,  is  fo  of- 
tmhdfeving  de-  fended  at  the  other's  embracing  Chrift  and  the  gofpel* 
put,  let  him  dc-  jor  reafon  only  to  go  away,  and  abfblutely  refolve 
p  a  gain  ft  living  together  any  more,  as  man  and  wife;  let 
fuch  take  their  own  court,  at  their  peril,  after  all  pru¬ 
dent,  kind,  and  proper  methods  have  been  tried,  in 

vain 


N  0 

*  The  terns  unclean,  and 

occur  alsnolt  mjmbcricft  timer 
in  thtfiventy,  and  in  the  New  Teftamcnt  j 
but  I  do  not  find  th?t  they  are  ever  once  u- 
feri-  to  fignify  iltmhmate  and  Itnlimate, 
uhich  is  the  feofe  that  feme  vooJdnen  put 
upon  them :  And  is  the  apoftle  was  fpeak- 
»S  ofjwfrns  already  married,  and  marriage 
u  a  civil  ordinance  of  the  God  of  nature, 
there  was  no  room  to  doubt,  whether  the 
children  of  fuch  unbelieving  and  believing 
.parents  were  legiiimafot  *r  not,  fincelk# de¬ 
pends  entirely  on  the  legitimacy  of  the  mr - 
mgr,  and  not  at  til  on  ilrercii^ttaf  chaia&sr 
of  the  husband  and  wife,  whether  one,  or 
both,  or  neither  of  them,  were  chriftum  or 
no.  Nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  unclean 
a ud  fie/y,  in  this  pstflage,  is 10  he  under  ilood 
of  Test*  fcrfcttnly  and  mttmal  unclean  nets 
andhaLmcfe;  For  the  children  of  believers 
are  in  a  moral  fcnfe,  as  unclean  by  nature,  as 
the  children  nf  other  people*  i etj^h  xiv,  1, 
“4-  and  xxv  4,  PfiL  It*  $•  and  ¥-ph  it  3. 
and  it  cannot  be  feid  of  alt  the  children  of 
believers,  any  more  than  of  adult  baptized 
profcflbrs,  that  they  arc  renewed  and  lane* 
_tified  by  the  Holy  Ghoft;  fince  the  event  in 
both  Ihewa,  that  they  arc  not  all  circnmciied 
in  hearr*  mr  that  all  are  itot  Jfracl,  which 
are  of  IfraeL  (Rom.  u.  xBr  and  lx.  d.) 
Nut  une/fan  and  foiy  ant  roanifcIHy  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  here,  in  that  well  known,  and  familiar 
fenfe  in  which  the  church  of  Ifraet,  and 
their  Iced,  by  virtue  of  their  Vifibic  rehrion 
to  God,  as  his  covenant  people,  were  called 
cn  fofy  ptepfc,  and  <m  holy  feed,  in  diftin&hm 
from  the  heathen  nations  which  were  fly  led 
unclean,  os  being  out  bjT  the  pie  of  the  churchy 
andottluded  fron>  the  privileges  andhleJfings 
of  God's  covenant*  See  Dt&t-  vii,  4*  Ezra, 
fr*  a,  tfi*  vi.  13*  and  iii.  (\uid  feti. 

Ad  1  bus  the  parents  and  children  of  the  vi¬ 
sible  church  are  called  foty,  Rom,  xj.  iff. 
and  the  unconverted  Gcntiies  arc  repre  footed 
M  nncitaa^  in  Trier's  viiioa  of  the  ihcct,  dffs 
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x*  14.  tomputd  with  ver*  when  there¬ 
fore  the  infants  of  vtGble  believers  are  bap¬ 
tized,  it  is  no  more  taring  a  Teal  to  a  blank, 
than  when  that  ordinance  is  julmhiiftcred  to 
perfects,  who  never  were  baptized  before, 
upon  their  own  proftflion  of  faith  and  repen¬ 
tance,  but  were  not  really  partakers  of  thofe 
graces ;  For  the  proper  ground  of  baptizing 
vise,  or  the  or  her,  does  not  lie  in  a  UTtdniy, 
which  no  nunifter  can  have,  that  they  are 
really  endued  with  the  ^race  of  God,  and  fn 
inierttdfj  in  covenant  with  him  ,  but  in  their 
•wj&le  covenant  relation  to  him,  as  that  is 
manifefted  by  a  credible  profcfljoo  of  faith 
in  adult  perfons,  and  by  God's  pxumifc  to 
them  and  their  Iced;  for  which  reafent  I 
think,  the  faith  and  hotinefs  of  parents  axe 
to  be  conJ:dcrcdj  as  c*e4*htjprefcfftdhy  them, 
in  order  to  the  entailing  of  a  relative,  federal 
hoJincfs  on  their  children,  and  entitling 
them  to  b&piifm*  And  as  we  have  a  rcifen- 
able  ground  of  hope  for  the  falvation  of  feeb 
profeffing  believers*  asenminue*  living  and 
dying,  to  be  vifibly  iu  covenant  with  God; 
fo  wc  have*  tfiaE  thrir  feed,  dying  fo  in  fancy* 
(ball  be  fared :  For  Once  they  did  not  live  to 
long,  as  to  be  capable  of  renouncing  the  gra¬ 
cious  covenant,  which  God  made  with  their 
parents,  and  with  them,  we  may  comfort¬ 
ably  confider  them,  zft'in  the  hands  of  a^ 
venani'G&f,  whole  faithfulneft  engages  him 
to  continue  to  hr  fo  to  them,  lhai  were  not 
fu/fered  to  njed  him  by  urndicf,  and  fo, 
not  to  mention  the  [rent  encourage  me  at  they 
would  have  to  lay  bold  on  God's  covenant, 
were  th^y  to  grow  up  ^  years  of  maturity, 
there  is  reft  difference  between  them,  v-d 
the  dy  In  g  in  Ifants  of  Unbelievers  and  heathens 
which  mu  ft  be  left  10  the  uttewttatHfd  mci- 
cy  of  Gutl ;  and  what  ground  of  hope  there 
is  in  lbist  let  thofe  chriftla ns  confidcr,  uti 
would  fet  a  fide  God's  promUe  of  beluga  G‘£ 
tc  £u  pt&pU  and  tbrir  as  haring  no  rela¬ 
tion  to  ffiriiaal  privileges  and  benefit i,  tux 
any  place  tender  the  gr^fncl  difpcnfetiox* 
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fan.  A  brother 
«ri  frftcruiwt  un¬ 
der  bondage  in 
furii  raffs  i  but 
Gad  h^lh  called 
ft*  to  peace  i 


Tor  what 
fcnowtfr  thou,  O 
w:fCj  whether 
thou  (halt  free  thy 
husband  ?  cr  how 
knoweft  thou  □ 
man,  whefher 
thou  ffcaitf&TC  thy 
wife! 


*T  But  as  God 
Tilth  diibibuted 
tt>  every  man*  as 
the  Lord  h2;h  cal¬ 
led  tvtry  one,  /o 
IctjjL:)  *alk,  inti 
fo  crdahi  l  in  Al 
churchy 


?$  Is  any  man 
«dlrd  being  cir¬ 
ca  melted  ?  let 

idm  not  become 
uacir- 


vain,  to  prevent  it.  A  chriflun  brother,  or  lifter,  in 
fuch  a  cafe  is  not  tied  down  to  the  Imdllrip  of  comica* 
ing  the  conjugal  relation  with  one,  -who,  in  cffefl,  ir- 
reciairoabiy  breaks  the  matrimonial  bond,  and  defeats 
all  its  ends,  much  lefs  to  enfiave  his,-  or  her  own  con* 
fcience  to  the  perverfe  humour  of  the  unbelieving  rela¬ 
tive,  for  the  lake  of  preventing  a  reparation  bs-rweeit 
them :  Only  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  God  has  di¬ 
rected  arid  obliged  us,'  chriftians,  to  follow  after  peace 
in  every  natuial  and  civil,  as  .well  as  religious  relation 
and  therefore  fuch  ought  to  do  their  utmoft,  confident 
with  truth  and  bolinefs,  to  engage  even  in-fid  cl  conforts, 
to  live  in  an  amicable  manner  with  them. 

1 6  For,  ftitl  further  to  enforce  this  duty,  how  do 
you  know,  O  believing  wife,  whether  by  (fill  continu¬ 
ing  to  dwell  in  love,  meeknefs,  and  ebaftity,  with  your 
unbelieving  hufband,  you  may  not  be  an  inftrument  in 
the  fptrit’s  hand,  of  winning  him  over  ro  the  faith  of 
Chrift,  and  fo  faving  his  foul?  (i  Pet.  iii.  I,  a.)  Or 
how  do  you  know,  O  believing  hulband,  whether  you 
may  not  be  *a  like  happy  inftmment,  in  due  time,  of 
converting  your  wife  ?  Do  notdefpairof  thisj  fince  that 
God,  who  has  changed  one  of  your  hearts,  and  had 
brought  you  into  fo  near  a  relation  to  each  other,  while 
ye  were  both  in  a  (fate  of  infidelity,  can  fan&ify  it  fo 
far,  as  to  turn  it  into  an  effectual  means  of  falvation  to 
your,  as  yet,  unbelieving  mate. 

17  But  whether  the  event,  as  to  that,  may  anfwer 
your  defire,  or  not;  Let  me  take  rhis  occafion  to  exhort 
all  among  you  to  conlider,  that  as  God,  in  his  provi¬ 
dence,  has  dealt  out  various  ftates,  conditions,  and -re¬ 
lations  of  life,  to  every  one  of  you  refpeflively;  and  as, 
while  each  of  you  was  fituated  in  one  or  another  of 
them,  the. Lord  Jefus  called  him  to  the  faith  and  fel- 
lowfhip  of  the  gofpei;  fo  he  lhou{d  labour,  by  divine 
grace,  to  behave  in  a  becoming  manner,  fui table  to  his 
ftation,  without  imagining  that,  by  his  religion,  he  is 
cxcufed  from  any  of  the  duties  which  belong  to  it;  And 
this  is  what  I  lay  down  as  a  general  rule,  for  order’s 
fake,  in  all  the  churches  of  the  faints,  with  refpeft  to 
other  cafes,  as  well  as  that,  which  1  have  been  now  in¬ 
filling  upon. 

lit  Thus,  with  regard  to  religious  drcumftances  of 
an  external  nature,  was  any  of  you  a  circumcifed  Jevt, 
when  Gcd  called  him  by  hU  grace  to  the  knowledge  of 
Child?  Let  him  not  regret  it,  or  wifh  that  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  circumcifed,  as  though  he  were  the  worfe  for 
that.  On  the  contrary,  was  any  of  you  called  to  the 

faith 
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mKirrinncifal  :Ts 

*ny  in  un- 

oivuaHN (Vm  ?  let 
him  not  hecuAiC 
circumcifrd* 


iGrcumd* 
finu  is.  nothin gT 
*n<I  iincimiflH'i* 
fiou  h  ntillrng, 
hut  Liic  keeping 
of  the  command* 
jneets  of  God. 


10  Let  mry 
man  ibide  in  the 
fame  calling 
'fthtfreia  he  was 
cdbi 


*r%  Art  thaw 
called  lacing  a  fer¬ 
vent  ?  cate  tint 
for  it  :  bnt  if 
thou  oiayeit  he 
made  free,  ufc  it 
rwher. 


li  Forhc»ha£ 
U  ailed  ia  the 
Lord 


faith  and  hope  of  the  gofpel,  while  he  was  an  uneir* 
cumcifed  Gentile?  Let  him  not  be  uneafy.  about  that) 
or  think  the  worfe  of  his  ftate,  becaufc  he  has  not  this 
mark  oi  diftinttion  in  his  ftelh;  which,  under  a  former 
difpcnfition  of  the  covenant,  was  put  upon  God's  pro* 
ft; fling  people;  nor  let  him  now  want  to  be  circumcif- 
ed,  how  much  foever  fume  jfew:Jb  zealots  would  prefs 
it  upon  him  :  Neither  of  thefe  circumftatices  make  any 
alteration,  with  refpeft  to  the  privileges  and  benefits  of 
true  believers,  under  the  gofpel  difpenftitiou. 

19  As  to  ciicumcifton  in  the  flefb,  on  one  hand, 
which  the  Jews  received  before  converfion  ;  and  as 
to  not  being  circumcifed,  on  the  other,  which  was  the 
cafe  of  the  Gentiles ;  neither  of  thefe  are  of  any  avail 
in  Chriftianity ;  no  man  is  either  the  more,  or  the  Icfs 
accepted  of  God  for  either  of  them  ;  but  the  main 
thing  is  to  fee  to  ir,  that  your  faith  work  by  love  ;  {Gal 
v.  6.)  and  fo  prove  itfelf  to  be  genuine  and  finccre,  in 
a  conscientious  and  chearful  obedience  to  the  moral 
commandments  of  the  law  of  God,  as  becomes  new 
creatures*  {Gal*  vi.  15.) 

20  So  again,  with  refpedto  the  civil  ftations  and  re¬ 
lations  of  this  world,  Irt  every  one  be  fatisiicd  to  con. 
tinue  in  that  flat e  in  which  God  has  placed  him  in  the 
kingdom  of  providence,  before  he  called  him  into  his 
kingdom  of  grace,  which  is  defigned  to  make  no  alte* 
ration,  with  regard  to  the  duties  that  refult  from  the 
feveial  fimarions  of  fecularlife,  but  to  enforce  rhe 
practice  of  them  in  fuch  a  way,  as  may  be  moll  to  the 
glory  of  Gcd* 

21  As  particularly,  was  you  In  the  capacity  and  qua* 
lity  of  a  fervanr,  or  even  of  a  Have,  to  fome  matter  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fiefli,  who  had  bought,  or  otherwife  ac¬ 
quired  you  to  be  hie  property  \  don't  trouble  yourfelf  a- 
bout  that,  as  if  you  were  ever  a  whit  the  left  acceptable 
to  God  on  it's  account,  or  as  if  your  Chriftianity  were 
blemifhed  by  it,  or  it  were  inconfiftenr  with  your  duty 
towards  your  great  Lord  and  Matter  in  heaven,  or  with 
your  holy  profeflion  of  his  name  and  your  fpirituai  pri¬ 
vileges  in  communion  with  him  t  Only  if  providence 
favour  you  with  an  opportunity  of  getting  your  freedom 
by  any  fair  means,  thankfully  accept  of  it,  and  faithful* 
ly  improve  ir,  as  the  more  dcfirable  condition,  in  which 
you  may  have  time  at  your  own  command,  and  better 
advantages  for  religious  exerrifts :  But,  be  this  as  it 
will,  don*t  difeourage,  or  diflxcfs  yourfdves  about  it. 

22  For,  in  oppo(jt:on  to  the  higher  degrees  of  fecu* 
hr  callings,  he  who  while  in  a  lWe  of  vaffidage  to 

men 
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Lord,  bring  a  men,  was  called  by  thepower  anti  grace  of  the  Lord 
irnrint,  if  tiie  jefus  t0  a  participation  of  the  fnii itual  and  eternal 
like  wife  alf>  he  blettings,  that  are  Aijoy  d  m  union  with  htm,  js  (foal- 
ihai  1&  caUed,  be-  hide  to  (laves  that  obtain  their  liberty)  as  much  a  freed 
m:in  of  the  Lord  Redeemer's  own  making, 

and  that  in  the  moll  excellent  and  honourable  lenfe  of 
freedom  and  deliverance  from  the  bondage  he  was  un¬ 
der  to  fin,  Satan,  amt  all  the  ievere  exactions  of  the 
covenant  of  work4*,  (Jchn  viiir  36  Rom*  vL  l8.  and  vii. 
3»  4-  wd  GnL  v.  13*}  as  if  be  wete  nor  under  any 
bond  of  civil  feivi  cude  to  mrn:  And,  on  the  contrary  *f 
he  who  was  called  out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  light, 
(1  Pet .  ii*  9*)  while  he  was  in  a  flare  of  civil  freedom 
as  a  matter,  or  as  a  firm  fori  ot  ftome9  is  hy  hL  ton  ver¬ 
ticil  become  aft  much  a  fcrv.mt,  under  the  ftrougeft 
bond*  ro  Chiifl,  Ins  great  Lord  and  Matter,  who  re¬ 
deemed  and  called  him,  that  he  might  be  fo,  as  if  he 
bad  been  in  the  loweft  liate  of  (objection  to  men, 

13  Te  are  2i  t^at,  W1X^  to  religious  liberties  and  pri- 

Wvght  uith  *  verges,*  both  are  upon  a  level  ;  and  one  as  well  as  the 
P'™;  hc  n*f  >'*  other  of  you  arc  redeemed  frum  the  wuift  of  bondage 
mcn^1'^5  °J  anc*  moll  honourable  enjoyments  and 

employments  to  the  glory  of  God,  {chap*  vi*  20*)  not 
*withjilvcr  or  golJt  the  price  which  men  ufed  to  pay  for 
a  property  in  (laves,  or  for  their  ranfom ;  hut  ivitb  the 
precious  blood  oj  Chrijl  (a  Pet.  i*  .8,  19  )  In  corref- 
pondence  therefore  to  this  high  and  peculiar  right  which 
the  Lord,  who  bought  you,  has  to  all  your  ferview, 
take  h^td  of  parting  with  that  fpirituai  liberty,  where¬ 
with  Chrift  has  made  you  free ;  or  of  Curving  the  lufta 
and  (infill  commandments  of  men  ;  or  of  being  fo  fub- 
,je£l  to  them,  in  difcharging  the  duties  of  your  civil 
relations,  as  to  interfere  with  your  fuperior  obligations 
to  him. 

*+  Brethren,  24  Upon  the  whole  then,  my  dear  brethren,  what- 
"tTy  (  mai1  ever  be  the  external  circumilanees,  and  civil  ttations, 
C/tUrrin  abide  ,n  anX  wcre  converted,  whether  ir  were  in  either 

*;!>.  God.  of  rhofe  but  now  mentioned,  (w.  16 — 22.)  or  in  any 

other ;  Let  every  oneende  ivour  to  be  eafy  and  content¬ 
ed  with  it,  as  whnt  providence  has  ordered  ior  him; 
and  to  fulfil  the  duties  belonging  to  irr  by  walking  with 
God  therein,  a?  under  his  rye,  in  obedience  and  devot- 
ednrfs  to  him,  by  idfittancc  from  him,  and  in  commun¬ 
ion  with  him,  who  is  gracioufly  prefrnt  with  his  people 

in 


NOTE. 

*  Cbrift  arxJ  ifa  in  this  vrrft,  evt-  and  is  *te  whtt  bath  the  author  jnd 

itciitiy  mean  the  fun*;  pvrfon,  who:$  fpotca  the  t-hjcO  u?e  *nr 

.'if-hLjtutcly'*  w  L*rdr  as  die  L&4  Jirm/j;  alf  which  can  litrdy  jjw  i«  none 
*'a //j  ns,  as  the  bird  vi *bo  mztr*  nr  irw,  aiid  hut  dut  t>i«!(  t vhijt  Grtt  &r;d  H'ts/n  ’zrf 

has  a  peculiar  prop*  r'y  in  us,  a*  .«ir,  fn\*  (Aft*  xxvii.  ij*) 
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IS  Nov  con¬ 
cerning  virgins, 
1  h^re  no  com* 
mandmene  of  the 
J^rd :  yet  I  give 
my  imljJ(nc(iE  as 
one  tltdt  hi'A\  ol>- 
tiincd  mercy  of 
the  Lord  to  be 
faithful* 


i<5  7  fuppofe 
fherxforc  that 
this  fc  good  for 
the  prefent  dif~ 
trdh  1  fiy*  that 
ii  is  good  for  a 
nun  io  to  be. 


*7  Art  thou 
hound  unto  a  wife 
feck  nottobe  loo- 
fed.  Art  thou 
looted  from  a 
wife 


in  all  conditions  of  life,  and  gires  a  fanftified  ufe  of 
them  for  his  own  glory  and  their  own  good. 

25  Now,  as  to  your  queries  about  (ingle  perfons  that 
never  were  married  *,  I  cannot  fay  that  oar  blefied 
XiOrd,  while  on  earth,  left  any  direction  or  command, 
to  forbid  changing  their  condition,  as  he  did  againft  a 
wife*®  departing  from  her  hufband ;  (ver,  10.)  But  (*) 
as  he  intended,  and  promifed  a  further  revelation  of 
his  mind  and  will,  by  bis  infpired  apoftles,  relating  to 
fever al  doQrines  and  duties,  which  pertain  to  the  gof- 
pel  (late,  {Join  xvi.  12 — 15.)  I  give  my  determination 
(w«)  and  advice  in  this  cafe,  as  one  who  has  found 
favour  with  the  Lord,  to  be  put  into  the  apoftlefliip, 
and  to  be  ajlifted,  and  made  faithful  in  it;  and  fo  what 
I  deliver,  by  virtue  of  my  office,  is  to  be  received,  not 
as  my  own  private  opinion,  but  as  an  authentic  rule 
of  faith  and  practice.  (See  the  note  on  ver  to.) 

26  My  fentiment$  then,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Ghort,  are,  that,  conSdering  the  prefent  days  of 
violent  persecution  for  the  fate  of  Chrift,  and  how 
much  ealier  it  may  be,  either  to  efcape  or  bear  their 
terrors,  in  the  (ingle,  titan  in  the  married  life ;  it  is 
molt  convenient  and  definable  for  every  one  that  is  un¬ 
married,  to  continue  fo  provided  he  can  do  it  with 
the  piefervation  of  his  chaftity  (ver,  8,  9.} 

27  Is  one  man  among  you  joined  to  a  wife,  whom 
he  took,  and  by  the  law  of  marriage  is  bound  to  hold 
during  life,  for  better  and  for  worfe  ?  Let  him  be  fatis- 
fied  with,  and  fo  contented  in  that  (late,  as  not  to  want 
to  be  releafed,  much  lefs  to  go  into  any  finful  meafures 
of  freeing  hinifelf  from  ir,  by  a  divorce,  or  otherwtfr, 
on  account  of  the  difficulties  and  incumbrances  that 
may  attend  it,  even  in  the  worft  of  times.  On  the 
contrary,  1$  another  of  you  in  the  Tingle  ftate,  free 
from  all  engagements,  “by  promife  or  contradl,  to  t 
wife  ?  Let  him  be  fo  well  pieafed  and  fatislied  with  liii 
prefent  condition,  as  not  ralhly  to  change  it,  or  be  for¬ 
ward  to  marry,  without  fomc  urgent  tieceffity  for  it; 


NOTE. 

*  It  items  from  this  vrrik,  and  vtr*  jf*  Art  thou  t&fcd  from  a  wife  ?  Sttk  not  a  -aifi ; 
thit  among  the  qneftions  font  to  ihc  ipoftk  and  in  -vtr.  i8<  he  prafmitei  hk  |i'«ut, 
shout  marriage,  there  were  fomc  par-  with  relation  birth  to  men  and  woman*  Anil 

ticuferiy  to  young  perions;  and  though  vif*  Mr  Lscitt  and  Dr  Whtibj  bare  offered  Jc- 
gtns.  properly  figmfy  only  undttilcd  maidens;  vent  mibna,  with  great  pmkbiKtf,  ta 
yet  the  nature  of  his  argument  requires  our  fhew,  that  rhe  words,  {rtf  raria 
wnderitanding  him*  as  including  young  peo-  which  arc  rendered  his  virgipt  vrr*  37, 
pie  of  both  texts ;  accordingly  >a  the  next  wfy  rather  the  virgin  fiatt*  or  a  ftye  of  re¬ 
verie  he  fiys,  It  h  gwd  fir  a  me  a,  (ru  «r>*  libacy,  whether  klx;  of  a  man  or 
I'vtfli)  which  include?  the  mule,  to  continue  than  tb<  ftrfin  of  a  virgin,  in  the  flri£i  ae* 
hngle;  upon  which  he  adds*  ay.)  Art  captation  of  the  word.  Sec  thrirnottsoij 
dan  hound  to  *  -wifi*  Sztk  not  &  hi  kofid,  that  vcric. 
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wfej  fcA  not  »  fince  it  is  by  far  the  beft  for  him  tofuffer  alone,  with- 
"***■  out  the  additional  grief  of  having  a  wife  and  family  in- 

volved  in  troubles  with  him. 

i9  But  and  if  28  But  if  any  man,  upon  a  due  confideration  of  all 
thou  marry,  ihoo  circura  fiances,  {ball  find  it  mod  advifeable  for  him  to 
ant  "f*  enter  into  a  flate  of  wedlock,  be  may  warrantably  do  it 

mrry,  the  huh  without  tranfgreflfmg  any  law  of  God  ;  and  the  fame 
no:  tinned  ne-  holds  equally  true,  with  refpeft  to  a  young  woman, 
fbulUar*’ trouble  w^o,  on  like  confide  ration,  is  •minded  to  take  toberfelf 
la  the  Belli;  bn  an  hufband :  There  certainly  is  no  Gn  in  marriage  itfelf, 
j  /pne  you.  only  let  fuch  remember,  that  they  will  thereby  expofe 
tbemlelves  to  greater  anxiety  and  troubles  in  their  tern* 
poral  concerns,  which  will  be  very  grievous  to  the  flefli 
efpecially  in  thefe  days  of  fore  tribulation  for  the  gof* 
pel’s  fake.  But  I  forbear  urging  this  matter  fo  far  as  I 
might,  left  it  fhould  too  much  difeourage  any  of  you, 
that  are  married ;  Or  fhould  prove  a  fnare  to  fome  o- 
thers,  who  may  be  defirokis  of  that  ftate :  And  fo  hav¬ 
ing  laid  thefe  cautions  before  you,  without  binding  any 
to  a  celibate  or  (ingle  life,  1  leave  them  to  continue  in 
it,  or  not,  as  their  own  prudence  and  conference  (hall 
dired. 

2?Uut  wha«TCr>  py  TWo«d  brethren*  any  cf  you 
tim«  it  fJwrt,  it  may  as  10  th>s  >  what  I  am  going  to  add,  is  of  the 
remaincth,  that  utmoft  importance  for  everyone  of  you  to  obferve,  and 
haw  Jv«s  taw  re®i^  upon,  with  the  greateit  ferioufnefs ;  namely  that 
though  they  had  as  all  time  is  in  a  manner  uotbing,  compared  with  e- 
i  temity,  and  the  whole  duration  of  any  of  your  abode* 

whatever  your  circumftances  be-in  this  world*  is  abfo- 
lutely,  and  in  itfelf,  exceeding  fhort  and  uncertain,  and 
will  foon  have  an  end,  none  knows  how  foon;  it  may 
before  another  day,  hour,  or  moment:  Hence  it  plain¬ 
ly  follows,  that  they  who  have  hufbands  or  wives,  or 
other  near  and  dear  relations,  fhould  confider  them,  as 
tranfitory  dying  comforts  \  and  therefore  fhould  moder¬ 
ate  their  affcclions  to  them,  and  efpecially  take  heed  of 
fetting  their  hearts  fo  much  upon  them,  as  to  hinder 
their  purfuit  after  fptritual  and  eternal  things ;  yea  they 
fhould  fet  as  loofe  from  them,  as  if  they  had  no  fuch 
relatives  in  this  world,  when  they  come  into  competi¬ 
tion  with  Chrift  and  heaven*  or  'would  obftruQ  their 
...  duty  towards  God. 

thit°  »-«p,  «  3°  And  they  that  mourn  the  lofi  of  near  relations, 

though tbeywepe  friends,  or  other  enjoyments*  and  the  various  afflictions 
■<»i  and  ttay  that  befal  them,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence, 
d  or  for  the  go  (pel's  fake,  fhould  reflrain  the  excefs  of 
grieving  palfions,  manage  them  with  decency,  and  pof- 
fefs  their  own  fouls  in  religious  peace  and  patience*  as 
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that  rejoice,  os 
though  they  re- 
josc:d  not ;  and 
they  that  boy,  at 
»h(Hi|h  they  poP 
Icffcti  not ; 


31  And  they 
that  ulV  thu 
world  u  not  ahu* 
finz  it  ;  for  the 
falhio*  of  tlm 
world  pallclh  a- 
mj. 


31  Bat  T  would 
jliave  you  without 
^arcfulncft.  He 
that  iii  unmarried 
caret  h  for  the 
things  that  belong 
to  the  Lord  how 
he  01  ay  pdcxkthc 
Lend: 


3  3  But  ho  that 
W  married  careih 
for  the  things  that 
are 


if  nothing  troubled  them :  Cnee  all  prefect  calamities 
will  foon  be  over-pad,  and  the  day  is  haftening  apace, 
when  God  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes : 
they,  that  are  pleafing  them  (elves  with  any  enjoyments 
of  this  world,  Humid  conlidcr  that  they  are  all  uncer¬ 
tain,  unfatisfying,  and  periflting,  and  fo  take  heed  of 
being  elevated  with  them,  as  if  their  chief  happinefs  lay 
in  them;  and  fliould  learn  to  behave  with  a  holy  indif¬ 
ference  towards  them,  as  if  they  had  no  afft£tion  for 
them :  And  they,  that  are  hufy  in  the  affairs  of  this 
life,  gathering  riches  by  tralBck,  and  purchaling  effaces 
with  their  gains,  (lioultl  remember  how  precarious  dl 
thefe  things  are  j  and  fit  as  loofe  in  heart  from  them, 
as  if  they  had  no  poJUifion  of  earthly  treafures,  whjch 
in  a  little  time  will  mate  tfcemfelves  wings  and  flee  a* 
ways  2nd  especially  take  care,  that  they  be  no  hindrance 
to  them  in  their  journey  heaven  ward, 

3 1  And  they  that  are  making  ufe  of  the  worldly  ac¬ 
commodations;  which  (Sod  has  given  them,  for  the 
Becefliites,  conveniences,  comforts,  and  fervices  oflife, 
fhould  fee  to  it,  that  thdr  hearts  be  not  (Wallowed  up 
in  them  ;  that  they  don’t  make  an  idol  of  them  5  nor 
mifapply  and  abufe  them;  to  the  dithonour  of  God  and 
the  pampering  of  their  own  pride  and  luxury  :  For 

the  figure,  form,  and  image  of  this  world  in 
it’s  whole  feheme,  as  to  its  prefem  flate  and  relations, 
and  our  way  of  enjoying  it,  converfing,  trading,  and 
living  in  it,  id  flying  off  like  a  (badow,  and  will  fooa 
vantih  away. 

32  And  (^}  the  reafon  why  I  hare  faid  fo  much, 
{yer*  1,7,8,  26,  28.)  in  preference  of  the  bugle  to 
the  married  life  is,  becaufe  t  would  fain  have  you  as 
fiee  as  pofltble  from  the  anxious  cares  and  perplexing 
incumbrances  of  this  ferry  world,  efpeciaily  in  thefe  pe¬ 
rilous  days,  in  order  to  your  attending  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  purfuing  tbc  falvation  of  your  own  fouls 
with  the  lei's  hindrances  and  detractions;  For  it  ob¬ 
vious,  that  the  unmarried  chriftian  is,  generally  fpeak- 
Ing,  mod  at  liberty  for  laying  out  hie  thoughts,  time, 
and  labour  about  things  that  relate  to  the  caufe  and  in* 
tereft  of  Chrift,  and  to  his  own  communion  with  him, 
and  enjoyment  of  him;  and  for  confuhing  how  he  may 
be  belt  employed  in  fuch  things  as  are  molt  pleating  and 
acceptable  to  his  Lord  and  Saviour. 

33  But  the  married,  as  particularly  the  believing 
hitiband,  who  adls  wiih  a  confidence  toward  God,  is 
necefiarity  engaged  by  the  duties  of  his  relation,  to  take 
more  care  amt  pains  about  the  concerns  of  this  prefect 


7i  Tfcsre  is 
rf:^;ciiccdjb  t*- 

TU'tcn  a  nil*  ^nd 

a  linjin,.  The 

tn,-natrkd  v.*o- 
uatl  careth  tot 
iJnujfS  of  liiC 
l.r'ul,  that 
"i  ty  holy  hoth 
m  hnHly  auJ  in 
i^‘rk  ;  Lite  I  he 
th.tr  is  Hurried 
tiirh  for  ihc 
*h:n  £$  of 
warid,  hovu 
Ti\,iy  pTcalc 
hu.^md. 


the 

flic 

her 
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ar«  of  tbe  world  ]jfe,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family,  and  ordering  its 
affairs  to  advantage,  than  he  would  otherwife  be  oblige 
ed  to;  and  he  is  bound  to  ftudy,  and  do  all  that  he  law¬ 
fully  can,  to  intereff  himfflf  in  the  affections  of  hi* 
wife,  to  make  her  eafy  and  comfortable,  and  to  fupply 
her  with  a  fufficiency,  according  to  his  flation,  for  tbe 
ftipport  of  hepfelf,  and  of  all  that  are  committed  to  her 
charge.  (1  Tim .  v.  8.) 

34  There  is  alfo  a  like  difference  between  a  married 
woman  and  a  maiden,,  that  have  received  the  faith  of 
Chriil:  She,  who  is  tingle,  has  ordinarily  none  of  the 
cares  and  incumbrances  of  this  life  to  trouble  her,  or  to 
break  in  upon  her  liberty,  and  leifure,  for  attending  to 
ihofc  things  which  relate  to  the  knowledge,  fervice,  and 
glory  of  the  Lord  Chriil,  to  her  own  interest  m 
him,  and  falvation  by  him;  her  difentangled  circum- 
itances  give  her  the  greater  advantage  for  making  reli¬ 
gion  her  bufinefs,  that  fbe  may  excrcife  herfclf  unto 
godlinefs,  both  in  the  courfe  of  her  life  and  conversi¬ 
on,  and  in  the  holy  thoughts  and  difpotitions  of  her 
heart;  and  fo  may  glorify  God  in  her  body  and  fpirit, 
which  are  his;  But  flic,  who  is  married,  is  obliged,  by 
the  duty  of  her  place,  to  concern  hafrlf  the  more  a* 
bout  the  things  of  this  world,  and  employ  more  of  her 
time,  thoughts,  and  pains,  in  contriving  and  manag¬ 
ing  the  affairs  of  her  family  in  the  belt  manner;  (1  Tim, 
v.  14.)  and  fhc  ought  to  fluffy  and  endeavour,  by' alt 
chrifiian,  kind  and  prudenr,  fober  and  modeff  methods, 
to  ingratiate  herfclf  with  her  hufband,  and  induftrions- 
ly  fumer Ye  his  fecular,  as  well  as  fpiritual  intereff  and 
bappinefs. 

35  And  mv  real  defign,  in  thus  giving  the  prefer¬ 
ence  to  a  fmgle  life,  is  only  with  a  view  to  the  beneGe 
of  your  own  fouls,  that  ye  may  pafs  through  this 
troublefome  world,  efpecially  in  perfccuting  times,  the 
freer  from  entanglements  and  hindrances  in  your  way, 
and  may  be  the  ‘more  fully  and  undillurbedly  engaged 
in  your  regards  to  the  things  of  a  better:  Not  that  I 
would  enfnare  any  of  your  continences,  by  putting  you 
upon  fuefa  on  abfolute  refufal  of  marriage,  us  might  en¬ 
danger  your  tinning  againff  God,  through  the  power  of 
unchaffe  inclinations;  only  I  would  direct  you,  if  ye 
are  able  to  receive  it,  {Matth.  xix,  1 1,  13.)  to  do  what 
may  be  will  expedient,  and  becoming  ch  riff  cm  pru¬ 
dence,  in  the  prefent  difficult  ciicumffanccs  of  things; 
and  may  fet  you  moll  at  liberty  for  waiting  upon,  ad¬ 
hering,  and  keeping  clofc  to,  and  fervutg  the  Lord  Jc- 
fus,  and  God  the  Father  through  him,  in  all  religious 

citifies 


3t  And  this  t 
fprifc  for  your 
own  profit ;  not 
that  I  may  raft  a 
Ilia  re  upon  you, 
1‘LiUitf  that  which 
comely  ami  that 
T1.11  may  attend 
r|iro  the  Laid 
v.ithuui  diffrac¬ 
tion. 
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gtf  But  if  any 
man  think  that  he 

lehav^h  himfdf 
uncomely  toward 
his  virgin,  if  (he 
pafe  the  flower  of 
her  age,  and  need 
fa  require,  let 
him  do  what  he 
will,  he  finneih 
not :  let  them 
marry. 


37  Neverthdcft* 
he  that  ftandeth 
flcdfcfl  Io  Mi 
heart 


duties*  with  undivided  beans,  without  difqcrietude,  per¬ 
plexity*  and  wanderings  of  thought*  by  reafon  of  the 
cares  and  incumbrances  of  this  world* 

3 6  But  if  any  parent  (and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  a 
guardian)  apprehends  that  he  does  not  duly  confult  the 
advantage  and  reputation  of  his  virgin  daughter*  or  does 
not  treat  her  in  a  becoming  manner*  by  retraining  her 
from  marriage*  after  (he  has  di  [covered  inclinations  to 
it*  and  is  arrived  at  the  age,  beyond  which  it  is  com¬ 
monly  thought  a  reproach  to  remain  Gngle  *;  or  if  any 
batchelor*  who  is  at  bis  own  difpofa),  thinks  that  he 
has  put  too  great  a  force  upon  his  own  temper,  and  dis¬ 
graces  himfelf*  by  continuing  in  a  Ante  of  celibacy*  af¬ 
ter  he  has  patted  the  ufual  reputable  time  for  marrying;* 
and  if,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes*  the  parent,  or  the  (ingle 
perfon  who  has  the  difpofa!  of  hhnfelf,  be  under  a  con¬ 
viction  of  duty  about  a  change  of  condition*  which  ever 
way  either  of  them  thereupon  takes*  according  to  what 
he  deliberately  concludes*  upon  the  whole*  may  bebeft* 
he  is  guilty  of  no  fm  againft  God*  who  has  left  this  mat¬ 
ter  to  be  determined  by  ctrcumftanccs :  Accordingly  a 
father  may  lawfully  content  to  the  marriage  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter*  when  he  fees  it  needful;  and  a  young  man*  who  is 
his  own  matter*  may  lawfully  take  to  himfelf  a  wife. 

37  Nffvcrthekfs,  whoever  he  be*  that  ts  fixed  in  the 
purpofe  of  his  heart,  not  to  encourage  his  daughter's 
marrying*  efpecially  in  tbefc  days  of  great  tribulation* 

and 


N  o 

*  Tn  paraphrasing  this  and  the  two  next 
verf«,  j  have  included  a  regard  to  Mr 
Ijtckt's  and  Dr  Wbitbf*  ienft  of  the  words, 
trail  Hated  hit  virgin,  (tw  vraphw*  ntvrv,  and 
w*  *7*  w  mrv  arapOdot  as'fjgnifpag  bit 
or  flats  of  celibacy  ;  and  itic  Doc¬ 
tor  tells  us  from  Phavorhusr  that  he  ir  taU 
t*4.  s  vbyW,  who  f reefy  jpw  i ip  Hmfilfto 
lir  Lard,  renouncing  j»ntntrianyt  and  prefer- 
ring  a  Rftjbrnt  in  ceatiaencj*  Accordingly, 
*/ Jw  W  jto-wer  of  her  tray  be  ren¬ 

dered,  t/if*  that  iSj  the  flaw  of  virginity  or 
©f  celibacy,  fa  ever  agcd3  {to*  *  ) 

referring  to  the  opinion  of  the  Jewi,  ami 
other  civilized  nations  in  thoft  days,  as 
though  it  were  a  reproach  f»r  a  man  or  wo¬ 
man  to  continue  tingle  beyond  a  certain 
rem  of  years  r  (o  what  an  extravagant 
height  the  Jnri  earned  this  point,  lee  iTm- 
verf  lltjt,  vol.L  pag*d77*  KoteL.  And 

die  verb*  or  as  the  Akxan* 

Jrian,  Cfariwa/,  and  other  copies  read  H, 
yvptZur)  which  is  rendered,  fa  that  nvn 
her  in  marriage^  (ver.  $S*)  will  fignify  fa 
that  worrier.  Theft  conftnittions  bed  C«M- 
po«  with  wb*t »  faid  ebout  hit  pending  jM- 


T  E* 

fafi  in  his  faartt  and  having  power  over  lit 
qvr  Tt'it!,  and  having  no  r>: cecity,  (ver^jy.) 
which  ftems  mod  apparently  to  relate  to  the 
perfon  that  Jbould  marry*  or  not,  rather 
than  to  any  one,  whether  father  or  guardian, 
that  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  the  diipoftl  *f 
a  virgin;  fluce  the  neceffity  of  marrying  de¬ 
pends  tn  the  inclination  which  flic  feet*  in 
bcrfclf,  to  dtlenoine  her,  father  than  on 
the  father’s  or  guardian's  judgment  about 
it.  But  then  it  is,  and  mail  be  owned,  that 
the  words  are  more  naturally  Tendered  hit 
Tvrjtt,  as  in  our  mnflaiioD,  than  in  the 
way  which  ihofc  learned  critics  havecho- 
fen  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  Tome 
qudflions  had  been  fen t  Co  the  apofllc,  about 
what  parenlt  and  guardLms  iboald  do  with 
the  young  women  that  were  under  their 
care :  and  therefore  1  have  taken  both  fcrrfrs 
into  the  paraphrafe ;  it  being  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  to  &y  which  of  them  may  be  jvoft  a- 
giwahle  to  the  apoftft's  meaning*  For  the 
Itrft  of  theft  interpretations,  the  reader  may 
confult  Mr  JLocfa  and  Dr  tFkilby ;  and  fre 
the  ftctrnd,  JPart&S;  Jfrrr,  Grtfw, 
others 
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hnn,  having  no  and  finds  by  her  temper  and  behaviour,  that,  on  her 
[”**:»  ot«t  P*rt»  *here  is  no  necefficy  for  it,  but  that  he  is  fully  at 
liberty  to  according  to  his  own  will  about  it,  witb- 
J*«h  lb  decreed  ia  out  any  danger  to  her,  and  therefore  perfids  in  his  re> 
hi* vir-  f°*Qt*on  °f  keeping  her  Angle ;  that  man  is  to  be  com- 
tin,  duth  wdJ.  mended  for  bis  prudent  care  and  management  of  her. 

So  likewife  the  batchelor,  who,  being  pretty  far  advan¬ 
ced  in  life,  has  ftedfaftly  refblved  in  his  own  mind,  that 
he  will  not  marry,  and  is  under  no  necefiity  from  over¬ 
bearing  inclinations,  or  other  circum  (lances,  to  alter 
his  condition,  but  can  matter  his  affedions,  and  there¬ 
fore  abides  by  his  refolution  to  keep  tingle;  this  rosn 
doth  what  is  raoft  advifable  and  commendable,  confi¬ 
de  ring  how  much  difficulty  and  danger,  in  tbefe  per¬ 
fecting  times,  he  might  otherwife  ex  pole  himfeif  to. 

38  So  then,  he  38  So  then,  the  futn  of  what  I  fay  with  refpeft  to 

that  £ir£ih  her  in  fuc),  petfons  is  this,  the  father  who,  as  occafions  re- 
tvdi;  but  he  that  quire,  gives  his  daughter  in  marriage,  with  her  own 
Eimh  her  not  in  free  choice  and  full  content  and  liking,  ads  a  lawful, 
Uttw*86  d°lh  w^e*  an<*  becoming  part ;  but  he  who,  ’when  there  is 
no  necefiity  on  her  fide^  refrains  from  difpofing  of  her 
in  marriage,  foil  better  confults  her  comfort  and  ad¬ 
vantage,  both  for  this  world  and  the  next;  And  the 
batchelor,  who  finds  it  needful  for  him  to  enter  into  the 
date  of  wedlock,  ads  very  prudently  in  fo  doing;  but 
be  that  can  be  well  fatisfied  to  continue  (ingle,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  doth  fo,  dill  better  provides  again  ft  inconvc- 
niencies  and  troubles  in  thefe  differing  days,  and  for 
his  own  eafe,  and  liberty  of  ferving  God  to  great  ait 


SD  The  wife  is 
kound  by  thehiv 
js  Ion  was  herhus* 

hand  Tirerh  :  but 

if  her  husband  be 
Acad,  (he  is  at  li¬ 
berty  id  be  mar* 
l  ied  to  whom  flic 
will ;  oalpotJie 
Kord. 


vantage- 

39  Finally,  as  to  a  woman  that  has  been  marrfed  *, 
it  may  eatily  be  gathered  from  what  has  been  already 
laid,  (ver.  10,-14.)  that  (he,  in  dead  of  wanting  to  be 
relcafed  from  her  hulband,  on  account  of  the  prefect 
difficult  date  of  the  church,  thould  confider  herfelf  as 
hound,  by  the  law  of  God  and  nature,  to  cleave  to  him, 
till  death  parts  them ;  unlefs  he  voluntarily  and  refo- 
lutely  leave  her,  (ver.  15.)  or  be  guilty  of  adultery: 
( Matth .  v.  32.)  But  if  it  pleafe  God  that  he  die  jtrjt%  it 
is  then,  in  itfelf,  a  lawful  thing  for  her  to  marry  fome 
other  man ;  only  Ibe  being  a  chriltian  fhould  remember, 
that  it  ought  to  be  to  none,  but  a  man,  who  alfo  makes 
a  credible  profetlion  of  Chtifl,  as  a  believer  in  union 
with  him,  that  they  may  have  the  approbation,  pre- 
fence,  and  blcfling  of  God  in  their  conjugal  relation ; 
may  help  one  another  forward,  as  heirs  together  of  the 


NOTE. 

*  This  teems  to  be  as  anfwer  to  fome  quelticui,  that  hsd  bets 

ibout  widows, 


grace 

feet  to  the  spall)# 


to 
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Ch.  vii. 


40  Bnt  (he  U 
hippier  if  (he  £0 
abidCf  afier  my 
judgment ;  and  I 
think  alfo  thit  T 
have  the  fpirit  of 
God. 


grace  of  lift%  (r  Pet,  tiu  7.)  in  their  way  to  heaven* 
may  carry  on  the  worfhip  of  God  with  Tweet  harmony 
in  their  family;  and  may  heartily  unite  in  training  up 
thofc  that  are  under  their  care*  whether  children  orfer* 
vams,  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  (Eph. 
?i*4) 

40,  But,  according  ro  my  judgment,  it  is  ordinarily 
mod  ddirable  in  thefc  evil  days,  and  bed  on  religious 
account?,  ( ver *  35,)  for  the  widow  never  to  alter  her 
condition  by  marrying  again,  without  fome  prefling  ne* 
ceflity  fork:  And  I,  who  well  know  when  lam,  or 
am  not,  under  djvint  infpiration,  do  declare,  that  *, 
whatever  your  new  teachers  may  fugged  to  the  contra¬ 
ry,  {chap,  h,  1,  2,  3.  and  2  Con  x.  to,  and  xiti.  3.}  I 
account  royftlf  to  have  the  mind  of  God,  in  this  and  all 
the  fbreraentioned  cafes,  as  being  under  the  fpedal  di- 
reftionof  his  fpirit  about  them,  (Sec  the  note  on  r/r.  10.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


How  fatisfied  fhoultl  Chriftf.ins  be;  and  u'irh  what  care  ard  conrciencc  ffinuld 
they  behave,  m  every  relation  of  life,  in  which  Gt>d  found  them,  when  he  called 
them  by  his  giacr,  whether  they  were  m-iftt  rs  or  fervants,  in  a  GnpJe  or  married 
ftatc  f  though  the  believing  remit t  (bcmki  thankfully  embrace  civil  freedom,  if 
providence  favour  him  with  a  fa:r  opportunity  for  it;  yet  liow  little  rcafbn  has  he 
to  be  dejected*  or  to  envy  his  maftrr ;  or  the  believing  mailer,  to  riefpife  his  fer- 
vant ;  fince  they  both  are  equally  the  free  men  and  (ervants  of  Chrift,  and  are 
bought  with  his  precious  blood,  that  neither  of  them  may  be  thefervantsofmeta, 
in  violation  of  their  fuperiur  oblations  to  him  ?  as  to  Angle  people  of  both  (exes, 
how  happy  may  they  think  them  (lives  in  their  liberty  and  leifnve  of  the  (mice  of 
God*  and  in  their  freedomfrom  the  cares  and  incumbrances  of  this  world,  and  from 
the  additional  trouble  of  having  a  family  to  fiiflfer  with  them  in  perilous  times  !  It 
is  therefore  molt  prudent  for  them,  at  fi*eh  fcafnns,  rot  to  marry,  if  they  can  be 
as  well  contented,  and  mainrnitj  a  becoming  chattily  without  it-  But  as  marriage 
is  lawful  and  honourable, and  has  its  peculiar  advantages  and  comforts,  and  is  an 
appointed  remedy  again  ft  fornication,  wo  parents  ought  abfnlutely  to  reftrain 
their  children  of  due  age.  From  it ;  and  none  ought  to  lay  themfelves  under  the 
fnare  of  a  vow  of  perpetual  celibacy  If  any  Angle  perfons,  that  are  at  their  own 
cHfpofal,  o'  otherwife  have  the  content  of  their  parents,  or  guardians,  (hall,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  as  111  the  fear  of  God,  think  it  moft  expedient  to  change 
their  ftatc  for  once*  or  oftrur*  if  need  require,  thev  may  do  it  without  fin  :  lit 
what  care  fliould  believers  take,  that  it  bt  cmly  with  fnch,  as  make  a  credible  pro- 
feflion  of  faith*  and  only  with  one  perfon  at  once  I  and  bow  fhould  they  ftudy  and 

labour 


NOTE, 


*  As  the  apofile  was  h  well  acquainted 
with  God's  way  of  revealing  hi?  mind  and 
will  to  him,  by  the  fpirit,  he  mu  ft  need? 
have  known  wherein  he  was,  or  was  nor  in* 
fpired  ;  othenviJc  there  wnald  he  the  grejueft 
unCFTiabty,  as  to  his  sad  our  tlrpen*- 
denee  on  what  he  wrote:  but  it  can't  be 
fuppofnj  that  he  Modi  imimitc  aay  thing, 
that  looked  like  the  U&ft  doubt  m  himfeif, 
whether  he  were  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit,  in  his  (kalians  of  ciib  pm  to  him ; 
ttnccOm  would  have  beta  tn  have  given  hit 
iUvtrkrics  the  greauft  advantage  agaiaft 


whiKt  he  was  labouring,  all  along,  tndlcrt 
Ms  apoJtoiirk  authority,  in  oppofiiiiui  to 
them ;  and  therefore  when  he  fay?,  I  tfimc 
( thai  I  iM  vt  tbt  Sptrii  of  Gcdr  he  «  to 
be  nnckTltocd,  31  fpeskinz,  not  with  hefita* 
cion,  but  with  iruire  confidence;  in  which 
fenfe  :h^  word  Tjctc  u  fed  is  fom  crimes  tu  be 
taken,  as  in  Lukt  kvih  jj+  Affi  xv,  t,$ ,  1$ 
and  **vi.  9.  And  he  herein  Iccms  to  i«cr, 
not  merely  to  the  lull  mentioned  Cafe; 
to  all  that  he  h^d  been  laying,  by  wy  «f 
addition  to  v bat  our  Lord  himfelf  had  fct- 
tied  in  his  pttfo&al  miuifiry*. 
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labour,  by  divine  grace,  to  live  together  with  coqjogal  aflcftion,  fidelity  and 
peace;  to  plea  re  one  another,  and  promote  each  others  falvation;  and  to  doe-* 
eery  thing  they  can,  with  a  good  Conference,  for  preventing  a  reparation  between 
them  !  If  indeed  (as  often  was  the  cafe  in  the  apoftles  days,  when  the  hufband 
or  wife  was  converted  after  marriage)  one  of  them  is  an  unbeliever,  and  will  be 
actually  divorced  from  the  other,  merely  for  being  a  Chriftian,  that  other  is  not 
ftitl  bound  by  the  marriage  contract,  which  the  parting  perfon  has  broke,  and 
obftinatdy  refufes  to  abide  by;  but  if  the  believer  can  preVail  with  the  unhd:ever 
to  continue  their  cohabitation,  this  is  mofl  defireable ;  For  how  doth  the  believing 
party  know,  whether  God  may  not  make  him,  or  her,  mftramental  to  the  con- 
verltoaof  the  other  confort  &  howtr,  in  cafe  only  one  of  them  be  a  believer, 
and  it  pleafe  God  to  blcfs  them  with  children,  what  a  comfort  is  it  to  think,  that 
the  ttCKtcliemg  mate  is  fo  far  Jan&ified  in  and  by  tbe  believing  one,  as  to  prcfcrve 
the  covenant  entail  of  privileges  to  their  offspring,  that  they  may  be  accounted, 
treated,  and  devoted  to  God,  as  an  holy  fcetl;  though  bnptifm  he  of  no  more  a- 
vail  uow,than  drcumcifion  was  of  old,  without  aoew  creature!  Rut.afterall,  what 
a  high  point  of  wifdom  is  it,  for  every  one  to  choofe  fuch  a  condition  of  life,  and 
order  his  affairs  in  fuch  a  maimer,  to  be  thinks  may,  by  the  blcfEug  of  God.  be 
moft  likely  to  admit  of  the  belt  helps,  and  the  leaft  hindrances,  to  folemn  falling 
and  prayer,  on  proper  occaflons;  to  doing  ihofc  things  that  are  moft  pleating  to 
God;  and  to  attending  on  tbe  Lord  without  diffractions  !  For  whatever  the  Ra¬ 
tion  be,  which  the  providence  of  God  has  diftributed  to  us,  we  ought  continually 
to  bear  in  mind,  that  our  lives  the  mfelves  arc  very  fliort  and  tranlitnry,  and  ail 
things  here  exceeding  precarious,  like  a  fhadow  that  flics  away.  And  how  fnoutd 
this  thought  wean  our  hearts  from  the  prefent  world,  that,  whether  we  be  in 
comfortable  or  afflided  clrcumftances,  wc  may  indulge  to  no  excels,  cither  in  our 
joya  or  griefs,  on  their  account ;  and  may  life  all  the  accommodations  of  this  life, 
without  any  ahufing  them  !  To  conclude,  bow  ftiould  a  nnfe  of  divine  authority 
bind  all  this  upon  our  conferences ;  fince  it  is  recommended  to  us  b v  a  faithful, 
benevolent*  and  itifplred  apoftle,  who  wilhed  others  might  be  as  happy  as  him- 
fclf,  and  gave  bis  directions  about  it,  under  tbe  unerring  conduct  of  the  fpirft.  of 
God  1 


CHAP*  VIU. 

The  apcjlk ,  in  an  fiver  to  another  propped  cafe y  about  meats  offered  to 
idols,  Jbews  the  danger  of  peoples  having  a  high  conceit  of  their  own. 
knowledge,  l, — 3-  The  vanity  of  idols ,  and  the  unity  qf  the  God* 
head,  in  oppofithn  U  a  multiplicity  of  Gods ,  4, — y.  And  the  mif* 
chief  if  of  ending  -weak  brethren ,  by  eating  things  offered  to  idols  * 
even  fuppofing  that,  in  the  civil  view,  it  might  be  lawful,  8,-13* 


Paraphrase* 

?*■  “ toudl"  XTOW  t0  pweed  to  your  queries  about  fen  (ling  upon 
iag  ^  XN  fuch  things,  as  have  been  dedicated  to  falie  Gods  *% 


Text* 
u  touch- 


*N  0 

*  It  wu  cuftomary  among  Pmu  idolaters 
fo  offer  oxen,  (beep,  and.  other  animals, 
that  wtre  fit  for  food,  in  Jkcrifice  to  their 
gods.  Pan  of  theft  frcrificc*  were  confom- 
ed  on  the  altar,  and  the  renwindtfr  was  di¬ 
vided,  in  various  iha.rc*,  Ixtvccn  the  pridl 
anil  the  clFcwrs,  vbo  felted  on  them,  and. 
invited  their  friend*  t»  the  entertainment, 
frunelimci  in  the  14s  l  at  others 

in  their  own  buufc&  ;  ioJ  wbat  w*s  not 
Voi.  IV,  f  F 


which 

T  E. 

thus  dtfpofej  of  was  often  £>1d  la  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Chap*  x,  1  >.  (Vide  Spinet?  de  Rir. 
JIsfcr,  p.  500,  jo  i,  and  Jtuicu'%  Hift»  Off- 
de*  Dogities  &  de*  Cuhn,  &c*  Part*  jji, 
Cwp>  X-  »ud  Parr  hr,  hi.)  How,  a* 

appears  from  w.  4,  id,  f*>me  of  the  Cem* 
mm  pleaded,  that,  fin«  an  Mrthttthin*, 
it  Could  not  defile  the  rneatt  which  were  offer¬ 
ed  to  it ;  and  that  therefore  it  uras  n*c  un- 
laxvt'ul,  but  rather  Jhc^ed  *  ooidempt  of  the 

imagi- 


92  The  Fir/1  Epi/lU  U  the  CobintHiaks  paraphrafei.  Clt.  nii* 


fered  unto  i 
ve  kiviv*  that  we 
nil  hire  know- 
led^*  knowledge 
puikth  lip,  but 

duritv  cdifietlu 


i  And  if  any 
man  think  tint  he 
knoweth  any 
thing*  he  know- 
erfo  nothin  «yct« 
he  ought  &>  know. 


3  But  if  any 
man  love  God, 
the  fimc  15  k  nown 
of  him* 


4  A*  roneym- 
i«g  therefore  ilic 
catiog  of  rhoie 
things  that  are  of¬ 
fered  in  iactilit'e 
niUa  idols*  we 
know 


which  fome  fuppofe  they  may  lawfully  do, without  any 
manner  of  fcruple,  becaufe  they  know  an  idol  is  nothing : 
(ver.  4.)  It  is  allowed  that  the  generality  of  us,  Chriftians* 
have  fome  notion  of  the  vanity  of  idols  •,  not  is  it  denied, 
but  that  you,  who  boaft  fo  much  of  your  knowledge* 
are  enlightncdin  thispoinr,  which  all  of  us*  the  apoftlcs 
of  Cbrift,  are  fo  clearly  and  fully  allured  of,  as  any  of 
you  can  be  f  :  but  if  fome  hereupon  imagine*  that  there 
is  no  harm,  in  any  circamRaiiices,  or  on  any  account 
whatfoever,  in  eating  what  has  been  offered  nptothofe 
fi£thious  deities  1  let  fuch  remember,  for  their  caution* 
that  mere  notions  in  the  head*  and  a  fond  conceit  of  their 
own  fuperior  under  (landing,  puff  up  the  pride  of  their 
hearts*  and  indiipofe  them  to  receive  further  inftruction* 
or  to  condefccnd  to  others  of  lower  attainments :  but  true 
love  to  God*  and  to  our  brethren  for  his  fake*  makes 
our  knowledge  practical,  and  engages  us  to  ufe*  and 
improve  it,  for  the  promoting  of  hoiinefs*  peace*  and 
comfort  in  others,  as  well  as  in  our  own  fouls. 

2  And  if  one  be  opinionated  of  tils  own  knowledge* 
as  though  he  were  wjler  than  others,  and  fo  defpifee 
them,  and  is  above  either  attending  to  their  femiments* 
or  confuiting  their  edification,  he  does  not  know  any 
thing,  as  yet,  in  fuch- an  humble  and  beneficial  man¬ 
ner,  and  to  fuch  fpiritual  purpofes  and  advantages*  as 
he  ought  ro  know  it,  and  as  is  pleaGng  in  the  fight  of 
God$  he  really  is  a  vain  boafter*  and  deceives  bimfelf. 
[Gal.  vi.  3.) 

3  But  if  anyone  heartily  loves  God,  and  from  that 
principle  is  influenced  to  makefuch  ufe  of  his  knowledge* 
as  maybe  moft  to  the  divine  glory,  and  the  welfare  of  his 
Chriftian  brethren \  that  man  is  approved  and  owned 
of  God,  as  a  fincere  believer,  whom  he  loves*  and  who 
employs  his  talents  for  his  Mailers  fervice. 

4  As  to  your  tjueflion  then  about  the  lawfuluefs  of 
eating  things,  which  have  heen  offered  as  facrificcs* 
and  fo  confecrated  to  idols ;  we,  wboare  throughly  in- 
Articled  in  the  nature  and  defign  of  chriftian  liberty. 


are 


;  NOTES. 

imaginary  God,  to  tat  oflhem  in  (lie  And  be  more  fully  [teles  the  point  itGJf, 

tlitn  icmplef,  as  well  a*  in  the  privare  fomi-  and  fUcvrs  how  ter  it  wait*  or  was  not  lawful* 
licji  of  fheir  friends,  or  when  they  bad  been  in  Chap.  x*  rp.  6v* 

ibbl  in  die  market :  bet.  as  il icy  carried  that  f  Wt  all  taken  in  cither  of  thr 

matter  fan,  ihc  apoftlc,  in  this  chapter*  ways  put  in  the  pariphrafi:*  may  very  well 
A'ts  himielf  lt>  oppoi't  fuch  an  uiwiurdcd  trie  comport  with  tta  apoitlc's  itebjo,  as  udl  2* 
of  their  litany  ihnetu,  as,  even  1  hough  flip*  with  the  rclteivUve  lenfe,  in  which  the  ferip- 
jmftd  to  he  lawful  in  itfeif,  wuld  be  injuri*  tunc  often  utes  the  term  ali  *  and  flings 
oui  and  fnifladit]£  to  others,  who  euuid  not  dear  of  any  inconfttfency  with  his  faying 
dtflingiMlfr,  a$  they  ihomfclres  might,  be-  ver.  7.  There  is  net  in  every  nu 4  ih At 
tween  a  civil  and.  a  rrn«niii<Hi  of  the 
iJJl,  as  may  bt  £3ihtr£d  from  per.  7* — n* 
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know that  An  idol 
is  nodi  inf  in  the 
vortd,  and  tlut 
there  b  none  o- 
thciGod  but  one. 


5  For  ihoagh 
there  be  that  arc 
called  god i,  whe¬ 
ther  Ln  heaven  ot 
in  earth ;  (as 
three  be  godt^ma- 
ry,  and  lord* m a- 
*)'0 


«  Bat  to  us 
there  tt  but  cue 
God*  the  Father, 
of  whom  are  all 
things,  and  vc 
in  liioi,  and  one 
I,ordJef«Chrft, 
hy  whom  arc  all 
things,  ted  ure 
by  him* 


are  well  fatisfied,  that  the  gods  of  the  heathen  nations* 
and  the  images  which  reprefem  them,  are  all  lying  va~ 
nities,  merely  nominal  gods,  which  have  no  divinity* 
no  virtue,  or  power  in  them,  and  can  do  nothing  to 
change  the  nature  of  meats,  or  make  them  either  better, 
or  warfe  in  themfelves ;  and  that  there  is  only  one  living 
and  true  God,  in  oppofition  to  all  that  by  nature  are  no 
Cods.  (Gal.  iv,  8.} 

5.  For  though,  among  the  Pagan  idolaters,  there  be 
great  multitudes  that  a  re  fal  fel  y  efteemed  and  called  Cods 
and  many  ohjefts  of  their  worihip,  fome  of  which  are 
their  celeftial,  and  others  their  tei  reft  rial  deifies,  as  in 
their  theology  they  have  many  fuperior  gods,  and 
many  dsemons,  who  in  their  account  are  gods  of  a 
lower  rank,  and  a  fort  of  mediators,  by  whom  they 
make  their  addreiles  to  their  imagined  divine  powers 
of  the  higher  order  ; 

6.  Yet  in  reality,  and  iu  our  efteem  who  believe* 
there  is,  in  oppofttion  to  all  heathen  deities  *,  but  one 
true  God  or  one  Divine  Being,  that  is  the  object  of  re¬ 
ligious  worfliip,  and,  in  one  manner  of  fubfiltciice 
and  operation,  is  by  gofpet  revelation  represented  un¬ 
der  the  per  tonal  character  of  the  Father ;  from  whom* 
(-?'')  as  the  firft  Mover,  all  things  in  creation,'  provi. 
deuce,  and  grace,  originally  proceed,  {Ram.  xi.  3d.) 
and  in  whom  we  live ,  and  move,  and  have  our  beings  i 
(A£ts  xvit.  28.)  And  to  us  there  is  but  one  Lord,  even 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  not,  like  the  nominal  dsemons  of 
the  heathen,  another  god,  different  from  the  Father, 
or  inferior  in  edence  to  him,  but  is,  in  another  manner 


of  fubfiftcnce  and  operation,  by  nature  God,  and  a  di¬ 
vine  perfon,  by  whom  as  well  as  for  whem  all  things 
were  created,  and  in  whom  ("  «r:j  all  things  coufjl : 


NOTES. 


Col.  i.  16,  SJ. 


'  Oist  C*d  ia  exetofive,  not  o f  the  w* 

7,>rd,  as  though  bt  wert  an  irftrior  IJeby* 
l  i,f  only  of  ih  itfaht  to  which  the  we  Gmi  is 
oppclcd  ;  to  ihink  othcruife  u-uwld  be  ta 
cirftroy  the  a  po  flic's  at  foment  for  ikt 

of  God,  and  make  him  talk  as  inavti- 
fiilciitlj,  as  if  he  wool d  prove,  that  tf/sw 
nwc  otter  God  i/i /  one,  beceujt,  iiiflead  «t 
jL-jjjy.  there  are  only  txv?y  one  fupreree 
the  oilier  fiiboidioare  ;  and  then  would  give 
fuch  a  rtaion  of  this,  as  overturn*  the  <1:1- 
th-ftion  idelf,  by  adding  that  asi  tbni*  thin;?, 
'uhich  are  of  the  F^-tr,  ue  30  ihcir  utonfl 
J;iti'iidc  fv  the  ns  one  in  f-y  oration  with 
fun*  jufli  as  *1  *u!kvf  timti,  fi-«r.rkirig  of  ihr 
l  -i;hcr,  all  (hh'g*  arc  faid  t*>  he  yv  wm.  {-ti1 
ir-rv  and  fi*  f)  Kcm*  3*,  3$*  Sftvil 
ii,  to.  Iu  the  first  of  thtle  fixes.  (he  T> 
her  iy  fly  led  the  Irti.  urkhuu;  ibi* 


ariii'ic,  as  Clrrill  is  here;  hut  hr'ti'f  fjirc 
way  of  arguing,  that  cv/iudrs  the  Lord  Je¬ 
fus  thrift  from  ttii^  Gttft  the  Father  wild 
he  excluded  from  bth.g  Lzri :  Or  if,  s  >  Mr 
Jeftfh  Mcse  f.ipp.ik-s,  i.  jiS.) 

Ihe  apoftlc  here  alludes  w  flic  cuftom  of  tire 
Heathens,  who  woiMiinpe<l  one  or  more  A- 
vcftigu  Dcirfcs,  hy  inferior  Djemoijs,  whic!i 
are  catlrrt  LvJs*  thr:i  what 

Idid  of  the  o;;e  L.rd  CLn  \  imy  be 
confiderefi,  iaelaurt%  fo 
vhit  liu  u  in  Jdi  nature,  atf  tfi  hi* 

tf'i.r  of  inedisfi^n  with  (he  J-VJicr  ; 
white  he  \>  (tykd  Lwd,  .inJ  the  very 

fame  wofk>  are  lo  him.  LsUit\^ 

P^tSvcr,  lo  ihov  what  a  /*:vw*  M^tiJinr  ho 
is,  as  im  been  nfprdlnlcd  ni tyi  ?  at  ltr£;  in 
my  frrmoRs  0:1  Jejlti  O/yf  Gx;  ^  ?  -g- 


r  h 
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t  Hottbclt, 
thttt  is  wot  in  o- 
fciy  mil  &  that 
Jcnovicdgr :  for 
frme,  «ith  cnis- 
Oacocc  of  the 
unto  this  hour, 
eat  it  as  a  thing 
offered  umo  an  i- 
dol  ;  and  their 
cuaitkucc  being 
weak  is  defikd' 


t  Bo:  mrat 
tonnTieoikih  us 
not  (o  Gwl :  for 
neither  if  we  eat, 
are  we  the  hetrer; 
neither  if  we  m 
not,  are  wc  the 
wori. 


p  But  take  heed 
Mt  by  ai>y  menus 
t;:i*  of 

yours  become  a 
-  hhiek 
t<>  them  that  arc 
tv  cat* 


fo 


Tor  tf  any 
min  fee  thfc 

which  hiftknow* 
]cdgc 


Col.  i.  x6>  17.)  by  whom  likewife,a  confidered  un¬ 
der  the  notion  of  mediator,  all  fpiritual  bleflings  are 
communicated  from  God  tbe  Father,  and  all  our  reli¬ 
gious  addrdlls  are  made  to  him,  and  are  accepted  of 
him,  together  with  our  perfons,  in  and  through  this 
our  great  high  prieil  and  advocate,  {Eph.  i.  3,  6.  and 
ii.  18,  and  Htb .  xii.  15.) 

7.  Neverthelefs,  every  one  (fee  -the  fecond  note  on 
ver .  1.}  ha9  not  a  clear  and  rftftintt  knowledge  of  the 
nullity  of  heathen  gods :  {ver.  4.}  For  fome  of  the.new 
converts  from  grofs  CeniUifmt  retaining  too  much  of  a 
fecret  veneration  for  their  former  idols,  do  ftill  to  this 
very  day,  after  ail  their  protdfious  of  ChrUHanity,  cat 
of  thofe  meats  which  are  offered  to  them,  not  merely 
as  common  food,  but  as  therein  paying  fame  fort  of 
honour  to  them,  as  though  there  really  were  fomething 
of  divinity  in  them  ;  and  their  confidences,  not  being 
yet  fully  inftru&ed  into  the  pure  do£trine  of  tbe  gofpcl, 
but  continuing  under  remaining  darknefs  and  error  in 
thofe  points,  arc  fadly  defiled  with  the  guilt  of  idolatry* 
{Chap.  v.  11.) 

8.  But  if  others  could  fafely  eat  of  thofe  things  with, 
a  contempt  of  the  idol,  (fee  tbe  firft  note  on  ver.  1.) 
they  fliould  notwithftanding  confider,  that  food  of  any 
kind  whatsoever,  is  no  recommendation  of  us  to  the  di¬ 
vine  favour :  for  as  the  kingdom  if  Cod  conjijh  not  in 
meats  and  drinks  1  (Rom.  xiv.  17.)  fo,  if  we  partake 
of  heathen  entertainments,  though  it  be  without  any 
rcfpec.t  to  the  idol,  to  which  they  have  been  devoted, 
it  is  of  no  religious  advantage  to  us ;  nor  if,  in  point 
of  prudence,  wc  abltain  from  eating  of  fuch  meats,  are 
we  ever  a  whit  the  worfe  Chriftians  on  that  account : 
one  doth  us  no  good;  and  the  other  doth  us  no  harm, 
as  to  our  fpiritual  concerns,  fo  far  as  it  relates  only  to 
ourfelves. 

9  But  what  you  fliould  be  principally  cautious  and 

careful  about  is,  that,  be  your  power  or  right  of 

eating  fuch  things  ever  fo  lawful  in  itfelf,  yet  nerer  in- 
fitt  upon,  or  make  ufe  of  it,  to  the  enfnaring  of  thofe 
that  arc  weak  in  the  faith,  and  unfettled  in  tbe  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth  ;  and  to  the  occafioning  of  them  to 
fall  into  fin,  by  their  doing  that  with  a  doubting,  or 
with  a  fupertlitious  mind,  which  ye,  with  your  fupe- 
rior  judgment,  can  do  fafely,  and  fattsfaQorilj  to  your- 
felvee. 

10  For  if  any  fuch  perfon,  who  is  lefs  acquainted 
with  the  doftrine  of  Chriffian  liberty,  and  of  tbe  vani- 

.  ty  of  heathen  deities,  thall  fee  you,  who  have  further 
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kdge  light  in  thing!  of  that  nature,  fitting  in  an  idol’s  temple 


{(mpuTfltaJlnot  t0  uPPn  meats  that  are  offered  in  facrifice  ro  thofe 
the  conscience  of  imaginary  Gods  *  ;  Will  not  the  confidence  of  him, 
liim  which  is  that  is  not  fatisfied  about  the  lawfulnefs  of  it,  and  can- 
jTS  to^^hofc  not  diflinguirti  between  civil  and  religious  afts. 


which  arc  be  encou raged,  by  your  example,  to  eat  of  fuch  facri- 
oif^cd  to  idols:  flees,  with  the  veneration  of  the  idolitfdf,  which  would 
be  real  idolatry  in  him  ? 

M  '£m!  uT*  11  means’ of  what  you  are  fuppofed  to 

do  innocently,  wiFh*  better  underftandmg,  and  think, 
ther  perifh,  for  you  can  jufUy,  on  the  foot  of  Chriftian  liberty,  your 
tfhoi*  chxift  di*  ignorant,  doublings  and  mi  ft  a  ken  brother,  will  be  led 
f  into  fin  and  error,  to  the  deftroying  of  the  peace,  con¬ 

fidence,  and  quiet  of  his  confidence*  and  the  contract 
ting  of  fuch  guilt,  as  in  its  own  nature  tends  to  his  fi¬ 
nal  perdition;  for  whofe  redemption  and  fai  vatic  n  C  brill 
himfelf  laid  down  his  precious  life,  as  you,  in  the 
judgment  of  charity,  ought  to  believe  he  did  for  ^11, 
that  make  a  credible  profeflion  of  his  name.  (See  the 
note  on  A&fc*  tm  15.) 

11  But  when  ye  *  12  But  while,  in  this  manner,  any  of  you  aft  fo  in- 

t’m  fa  the  junoyfly  againft  your  Chriftian  brethren,  and  by  mif* 
woundtht  &  k  leading  them  iruo'finful  and  idolatrous  practices  (^T»>- 
trwea  T(f)  finite  and  wound,  difturb  and  defile  their  tender  and 
unfetdtd  confidences,  ye  fin,  not  againft  them  only, 
but  alfo  againft  Chrift  himfelf,  whofe  vifible  members 
they  are  ;  and  ye  do  what  in  you  lies  to  defeat  the  de- 
figu  of  bis  love,  in  what  he  has  fuffered  for  their  con- 
folation  and  falv&tion. 


rorfcic  rcc,  ye  liu 
ajiinft  Chrift, 


Wherefore, 
mcit  mike  my 
brother  tn  of* 
frod,  T  will  c.it 
no  fleflj  while  the 
voHd  fta  mirth, 
left  I  make  my 
brotherto  offend. 


13  As  to  myfdlf  therefore,  I  would  be  fo  far  from 
indulging  the  moft  innocent  liberty  to  the  hurt  of  0* 
there,  that  if  eating  of  meat,  which  has  been  offered  to 
idols,  would  difturb  the  confidence  of  my  Chadian 
brother,  or,  occafion  his  falling  into  fin  ;  1  would  in- 
tirely  ahftatn  from  all  fuch  flcfli,  how  lawfully  foever  I 
might  otherwife  eat  of  it,  and  how  gratefully  fioever  it 
might  be  to  my  palate  >  and  would  deny  myfdf  fo  far, 
as  never  to  tafte  it  all  the  days  of  my  life,  rather  than 
give  an  occafion  of  ftumbliug  and  falling  to  the  weak- 
eft  brother  upon  earth* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


How  much  better  is  the  knowledge,  that  is  under  the  government  of  lore  to 
Gnd  and  our  Chriftian  brethren  fur  hi®  fake,  than  all  the  fineir  [peculations  in  the 
woiMi  notions  that  lie  in  the  head,  puff  up  the  heart;  and  he  that  is  fo  conceited 

of 


N  O 

*  The  apofHe  here  argues  only  on  a  fnp- 
pofitiutij  that  banqueting  on  tuch  meats  in 
yn  idol’s  temple  were  es  hivfn!,  as  any  of 
iIk  CcrwtbiMtS  might  appnjttndit  to  be; 


T  E. 

f'u:  in  CfviP*  io,  lie  fttws  that  therp 
were  iftnifl  rircniRftaiu‘e,sI  in  thst:  manrciof 
doiuvr  it,  *  hkh  made  it  incite  othu'wift* 
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<*i‘  his  kno'.vicilge,  as  to  think  he  needs  no  more,  and  dcfpifes  others  of  weaker 
nilcr fruicltn,#,  knows  nothings  he  ought ;  But  loyp  beeps  the  foul  humble  in 
Helf,  is  ccindcfeending  and  benevolent  toothers,  amis  highly  pteafing  to  Gorls 
who  tow*  them  that  love  him.-™*  What  vain  idols  are  allfhe  fu  peri  or  and  inferior 
deities  of  the  heathen,  which  have  nc»  divinity  in  them  !  But  O  what  a  mercyis 
it  to  he  well  inftrufted  m  the  unity  of  that  God,  of  whom  and  by  whom  are  all 
ihiit;:3,  as  inch)  live  of  the  Father  and  Son,  who,  though  prrfonally  diftiu<ftT  arc 
GW,  and  one  Lord,  in  oppofitionto  all  that  are  not  by  nature  God!  And 
"how  art*  thofc  Cbriltians  to  be  pitied,  wh  ofe  cone  eptio  ns  of  thefe  important  things 
arc  confut'd  and  un  fettled,  and  who  a£t  with  doubting  confcienccs,  for  want  of 
clearer  fentiments  about  them!  But  bow  careful  ftiouhl  thofe  of  a  more  enlight¬ 
ened  judgement  be,  to  avoid  every  thing*  that  might  miflead  their  weaker  bre¬ 
thren,  or  encourage  them  to  venture  on  any  way  of  fin,  that  would  wound  their 
C  inferences  and  ddtruy  their  peace  and  edi  beat  ion,  and  tend  to  their  utter  run  j, 
for  whom  thrift  died,  and  who  are  to  be  deemed  fuchby  fheir  profdfion  of  him ! 
Who,  that  dreads  the  thoughts  of  (inning  both  agaioft  him  and  them,  would  not 
willingly  wave  his  own  liberty  in  things,  which  may  be  done  or  forborn,  without 
making  him felf  either  the  better  or  worfe  in  God’s  accotyit,  and  in  his  fpi ritual 
concerns,  rather  than  indulge  the  plcafure  of  eating  any  particular  fort  Of  offenfive 
food,  like  meat  con  berated  to  idols,  or  than  do  any  thing  while  he  lives,  which 
he  thinks  might  prove  a  lhare,or  a  (tumbling  block  to  his  Chriftian  brother! 


CHAP.  EC 


7 %£  itpojlk  vindicates  his  authority  again}}  thofe*  who*  among  other  pff* 
fences*  made  his  not  receiving  maintenance  an  objection  againfi  if* 
I,— 3,  Ajferts  his  right  to  maintenance  from  the  reafon  of  things* 
from  the  favj  of  Mofes ,  and  the  appointment  of  Chrifi y  4 ,—14, 
Yells  them*  that  he  thought  it  his  glory  to  have  waved  this  branch  if 
his  Chrifhan  liberty  among  them *  15, — 1 8.  And  had  don*  it  for 

the  benefit  of  others*  in  feveral  inft&nces  hefides  this*  19,-33;  And 
jbews  that  he  did  all  this*  with  the  utmofi  carehnd  diligence *  in  view 
of  an  incorruptible  crown*  and  therein  Jet  them  an  example*  24* 


—27. 

Text* 

AM  1  not  an  a- 
pottle;  am  I 
not  tree?  hare  I 
flot 


Paraphrase, 

VTOW  to  fliew  how  ready  I  am  io  praftife  the  duty 
^  of  felf-denial,  in  the  cxercife  of  my  Chriftian  li- 
berty,  for  the  good  of  others*  it  is  well  known  that  I 
have  done  this  in  a  remarkable  manner,  for  your  and 
the  gofpd's  fake,  in  working  with  my  own  hands,  and 
not  caking  the  maintenance,  which  I  might  have  infift- 
td  on  from  you,  when  I  preached  a  year  and  half  at 
Corinth  \  {ARs  xvm,  3,  11.)  and  yet  fome  among  you 
have  been  fo  perverfc*  as  to  objc£t  againfi  this  apollo- 
lick  authority  on  that  account  *<  lint  am  I  really  not 


NOTES. 

*  A  %  tfw  apnftl*?,  in  anfwcr  t<>  tho&  ihat  propriety  that  could  he  called  a  defence  of 
cp&ftumcd  hU  a:*t!:or:ty,  ver*  3.  infifb  fo  hi*  apdloUck  dimeter  again  ft  their  cavil*, 
U)  Lav  next  litcruertt  ng  vcrfcs,  cm  his  li  niffs  they  had  founded  thtnn,  in  pul  di 
riiiu  of  meivrr.g  nab*  trance,  *uid  then  kail,  ujK>n  his  not  having  aftqced  the 
on  to  lhc-.v  u-i;y  behind  waved  that  pr>  rights*  pri riled &cs,  and  powers  of  an  apo- 
^  is  h*;r**  to  cducojyc  with  wfcat  /Ua,  a*  others  had  done,  iu  demanding  *:id 

receiving 


Cfc.  ii.  The  F'trfi  Eplfile  to  the  Corinthians  par&phrafe&i 


ant  foeu  Jcfus 
Chrift  oar  I-ord  J 
m  not  you  my 
in  thrLord* 


»  If  I  Irf  not 
*ii  apoiHeuutou* 
ihers,  yet  doub:- 
Jl&  I  am  to  van ; 

/or 


a  true  Apoftle  of  Chrift,  becaufe  I  have  a&ed  fo  difin* 
terefted  and  generous  a  part  toward  you  ?  This  fhould 
rather  have  rett>mmen<fed,  than  leffened  my  Chara&er 
among  you*  Am  I  not  as  free  from  obligations  to  give 
my  labours  graiij  to  any  people,  and  as  much  at  liber¬ 
ty,  if  I  pleafed,  to  claim  a  fubfiftence,  at  their  eofl,  lit 
preaching  the  gofpcl  to  them,  as  any  other  apoftle  ? 
*Ti$  furely  uorcafonable  and  ungrateful  to  fuppufe  the 
contrary,  only  beciutfe  I  have  not  infilled  upon  this 
right*  And  as  to  the  Ggns  of  mine  Apoflldhip,  have 
I  not  feen  Jcfus  cur  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  that  in 
an  extraordinary  and  miraculous  manner,  nut  only  af¬ 
ter  his  refurredlton,  but  even  after  his  afcenfii>n  ro  hea¬ 
ven  t  i  He  certainly  appeared  in  perfon  from  thence, 
to  give  me  my  commillioft,  and  an  immediate  rcvela* 
of  the  gofpel,  which  I  preach-  {Chap.  xv,  8-  and  sffls 
xxii.  ly,  18*  and  GaL  i*  72.)  And  are  not  ye,  the 
church  at  Cmnih>  who  are  converted  by  my  mlniftry, 
{chap*  iii.  .6*  and  ABs  xviii.  1 — 1 1*}  evident  in* 
fiances  of  it*s  efficacy,  through  the  power  and  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  who,  by  that  means  has  wrought  a  hap¬ 
py  change  upon  you,  and  produced  thofe  excellent  gifts 
as  well  as  graces  that  ye  arc  enriched  with. 

2  tf  there  be  any  others,  and  particularly  any  adver- 
faries,  that  are  rifen  up  among  you,  on  whom  my  la¬ 
bours  have  not  been  fuccefsful,  and  who  therefore  will 
not  own  me  to  be  an  apoftle  of  Chrifl  \  yet  undoubtedly 
I  am one,dn  an  eminent  manner,  to  you;  and,  what* 
ever  they  malicioufly  objeft  again  ft  me,  ye  of  all  others, 
ought  cbearfully  to  own  my  divine  million  :  For  your 
converfiou  is  a  confirming  teftiroony,  like  a  fcaled  war¬ 
rant 


NOT 

reed  vin  v  fech  mai  n  Wnsm  ce  f rom  t  he  cli  u  r  dws , 
a*  was  due  to  that  office?  arul  without  fup- 
pnfing  this,  Dklfiit  he  oiicrs  in  the  hrft  and 
(croud  TCrfvs,  to  Jup|K>rt  his  coniT¥i:tfi*m, 
(r-mi  co  he  brought  in  ver  y  abrupt  Ly,  with- 
rut  any  manner  of  connexion  wkh  vkhir 
uhat  gw*  before,  or  folio  m  after  it.  Kij% 
a  Imiuinr  that  their  letter  had  lu^gdt^l,  15 
though  foiiurthin^  of  this  kind  had  been  ob¬ 
jected  apiinit  him,  the  propriety  of  the 
vholc  fcmds  in  a  fair  light,  and  in  tood 
cooncfiuui  itith  iic  IvmI  txa 

at  the  clofc  of  the  preceding  chapter,  jdwiut 
his  denying  himJelf  in  things  mdLlf*rvnt> 
iiiid  villi  what  he  further  adds  a  limit  main¬ 
tenance  iu  the  next  veilVx,  :t$  ai±o  about 
vavinj*  hk  did  Hi  an  ii  busy  in  dkxr*  other 
initanccs,  from  t nr,  *9  to  i><r,  ij,  fieri 
irJcd,  J^i,  and  Tome  others  think  the 
ApoftL;^  vcr.  refers  to  the  pri> 

ffdiiif  and  not  the  fiilimviilj  verfet :  hot, 
he  that  as  it  will  \  yvt  mtlwut  the 


E  S. 

lion  of  an  objection  attain  fl  bif  authority,  o* 
accent!  of  hit  not  dcni'Didtpt^  ami  rcrvidn^ 
maintenance,  v/c  ai-c  iVIl  “rtV.'y  ;it  a  lofs, 
to  fee  lw'A"  the  vindicuh”!  *-i  hw  tipoiHeihip 
>n  liu-Ic  vlt’cs  triir,e.i  ii;  i  ard  how  to  prt- 
ferve  u  Tip'.Ci  ifc^  l;j  i;;i  bciwctn  thrna 
ai><!  rhc  and  the  fr?loA-sr£  dif- 

coir  fe. 

|  Jt  nc>*-  ^ary-j  ti'V-er  things, 

that  thf  lh  tih!  t  nvc  Chrft  rifcHi 
fivim  the  dc&  !,  I^c  infb  a  yr^it  auO  fnnd=- 
p:vrr  of  fliciv  nlii*  t-  Ly  In  X  ?  itiug  wii- 
rvtJS  to  htJ.  rc&rrrf'iioii  :  «  JCit  \tu*  note  on 
jUTa  ?.)  Aril  rhrrvo:c  P:rt}  here 

tsi  nL:»uii  t!dh  to  ha  win  not 

of  licit  dlt-niLI  4 >u;*Vi fusion  ofan^po- 
itU;  and  the  eMrior.Ihriry  mannrr  in  uhu'b 
he  Mii  favouted  wpkh  ^ftrr  OirifVs  ai- 
K  vond  the  reit  ot  the  apollies, 
inav  l+e  cf^dj  jtrtd  as  adding  ftr^n^lh  to  thh 
braiich  of  i»i>  arjitin’CMi,  bnd 
bruurht  it: to  the  ?vr  ;?hrj,c. 


8?  The  Firfi  Rpiftle  ts  the  Corinthians p&niphrafeeL  Ch.  ix. 


for  the  Cai  of 
mine  apoillclhip 
ate  yc  la  the 
Lord. 


H  Mine  anfwer 
lo  tbemthardoci* 
4i£uoe  me  it  this* 


4  Have  «e  not 
you*?  to  eat  and 
\0  drink  ? 


I  Have  we  not 
power  to  lad  i- 
bout  a  filler,  a 
wife,  as  we. I  as  fa¬ 
ther  apolUes  and 
as  the  brethren  of 
the  I  ,ord  ajid  Ce¬ 
phas? 


f  Or  I  only 
and  lLcuabafr, 
luve 


rant,  to  the  validity  of  my  apoftolic  office,  which  J  re* 
ceived  from  the  Lord  Jefua  himfclf,  and  have  executed 
by  his  authority  and  influence  5  and  which  he  honour* 
ed  by  the  holy  impreffiona  that  be  vifibly  made  upon 
you,  when  I  was  the  inflrUment  of  begetiing  you  to 
him  1  through  the  gofpd,  and^  was  your  fpiritual  fa¬ 
ther,  ( chap *  tv*  15.) 

3  My  apology  (**pk*yi*)  and  defence  then  in  general, 
by  way  of  reply  to  thofe  that  call  in  queftion  mine  aa* 
thorny*  and  (it  as  it  were  in  judgment  tocenfure  me, 

i3  fom madly  comprehended  in  what  I  have 
been  faying:  (vtr+  1,  2  )  And  fo  far  forth,  as  they 
make  a  handle  of  my  not  aflerting  the  rights  and  pow¬ 
ers  of  an  apoftle*  in  taking  the  maintatnancedoeto  per- 
fons  in  that  office,  mine  anfwer  in  particular  to  that 
charge,  is  as  follows,  (See  the  note  on  ver *  i.J5 _ 

4  Have  oot  I  and  my  brother  Barnabas*  (ver,  6-)  as 
well  as  any  other  apoftle  authority  (*t*™*v)  to  demand 
a  fupply  of  convenient. food  and  drink  from  the  people* 
among  whom  we  fpend  our  time  and  ftrength  in  mintf* 
rung  the  gofpel?  We  certainly  havei  flotwithftanding 
our  tendernefs  id  not  always  infilling  upon  it,  that  we 
might  not  be  chargeable  to  them  (a  Tbtf*  Hi*  8,  9,) 

5  Nay,  in  cafe  we  had  feen  fit  to  have  maitried,  bath 
not  either  of  us  a  claim  to  the  privilege  of  carrying  a* 
bout,  from  place  to  place,  a  filler  in  Chrift,  whom 
wc  had  taken  into  the  relation  of  a  wife  *,  and  of  re* 
qutrmg  chat  thofe,  whom  wpininifter  to,  ffiould  be  at 
the  additional  charge  of  maintaining  our  families*  to* 
gether  with  ourfelves,  as  others  of  the  apoftles  have 
done  ?  To  inftance  in  fome  of  the  circumcifion,  have 
we  not  power  for  this,  as  well  as  James ,  and  othqr  near 
kinfmen  of  our  Lord,  according  to  tbe  flefh,  {Mattb* 
xiii.  5$.  and  fee  the  note  on  Matth *  xii*  46.)  and  par* 
ticulaily  as  well  as  the  apoftle  P*terf  in  whom  fome  of 
you  peculiarly  glory,  {chap*  i,  12*) 

6  Or  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  only  I  and  Barnabas » 
my  dear  companion  and  fellow  traveller,  who  were  cal¬ 
led 


N  o 

*  A  JsPfrt  a  wft  (oJrk^wi  yv+aix*^  can* 
Hot  fitly  J:£r,ify  a  tffhr  nr#nirj4,  bec&pft  every 
/fyf*r  mull  needs  he  a  j  *rd  thf 

tficE.  n  Ti'ift  all  alon£  in 

C'£.;£.  di,  where  if  \\  very  often  ufrit,  and 

mofUy  rendered  a  ulfe,  though  a 

timm My,  with  a  reference  to  her  being  a  viic. 
And  it  furely  better  Lamport*  with  the  *pu- 
flic's  reputation  ^nH  argument,  tn  think, 
that  he  (poke  of  carrying  about  i  vj73\  than 
any  other  uhubaa  domtitick  fer- 

%jHL,  or  a  Woman  of  uibftanec  t<*  atieiid 
hiiD,  like  ihoic  that  voluntarily  followed  our 


T  E. 

Lord,  to  minifter*  to  him,  who  therefore 
could  not  be  properly  laid  to  carry  them  a* 
buut  H-itb  him.  The  firft  of  thefo  his  nar¬ 
row  drcnmJl  antes  did  not  wrU  admit  of  buy- 
or  hiring}  and  the iccond  would  haw 
brat  a  hdp,  rather  than  a  charge  to  the 
churches  ;  and  Co  to  have  in(hiiccd  in  fuch 
*s  the  bit  of  tbefe,  Would  have  been  direOly 
contrary  to  the  delign  of  bb  argument  i  and 
as  Prtrr  was  married,  (MttfA.  viit.  14*) 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  hut  that  *hC 
man  he  canird  about  was  bts  vife* 


Ok  is.  fit 

hjvt  not  vc  paw* 
cr  to  ioricir 
verfciog! 


1  Who  garth  a 
virfat  inf  riinc 

At  br#  own  char¬ 
ges?  who  pla  Utah 
ft  Tiueprd,  and 
ofeth  not  of  the 
frail  thereof?  or 
wi-.1:  toodcth  i 
flnck,  and  Riteth 
nut  of  the  milk  of 
ike  dock? 


8  Say  I  thefe 
things  05 1  man  ? 
or  faith  not  the 
lavtbcftmealb? 


9  For  it  i*  writ** 
ten  in  ibe  law  of 
Motes,  thon  !halt 
not  rouxite  the 
mouth  of  -Uk  ox 
<hdi  ucadeth  out 
the  corn.  Doth 
God  take  ore  for 
Oiicn  t 


Firji  Efifils  to  the  CoRIKTHlANS  paraphrafetL  89 

led)  feparated,  and  fent  forth  to  our  work,  by  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft,  and  by  the  intervention  of  the  church  and 
elders  at  Antioch*,  (A£ta  xiii.  2,  3,  4,)  Is  it,  I  lay,  to 
be  thought  that  we  are  the  only  a  potties  that  are  exclud¬ 
ed  from  the  right  of  being  maintained  by  the  churches, 
and  of  being  excufed  working  with  our  own  handstofnbfift 
ourfdves,  as  ye  well  know  I  did  at  Corinth  ?  (Afls  xviii* 
3.)  tt  is  utterly  unrcafonable  to  imagine  any  thing  like 
this,  were  ye  only  to  cenfider  the  equity  of  things : 

j  For  as  we  are  Soldiers,  lifted  under  Chrift’s  ban¬ 
ner,  to  pull  down  the  Itrong  holds  of  lin  and  Satan* 
and  captivate  the  hearts  of  finners  to  him  {2  Cor.  z.  4. 
and  2  Tim.  ii.  3,4.)  who  ever  ufes  to  undergo  the  hard- 
Ihips,  dangers,  and  espcnce  of  a  war,  at  bis  own  coft 
and  charges,  without  partaking  of  the  fpoils  ?  Again, 
as  the  church  is  (lyied  God’s  vineyard,  (5 fa.  v.  1,  &c. 
and  Luke  xx.  9,  Sec.)  and  we  are  labourers  under  him* 
(who  gives  the  inercafe)  to  plant,  drefs,  and  water  it, 
{chap.  iii.  6 — 9 )  Who  is  ever  employed  in  forming  and 
cultivating  fuch  a  plantation,  and  has  not  the  privilege 
of  eating  of  it’s  produce?  Or,  as  we  are  Jbepberds  un¬ 
der  Cbrift,  whom  he  has  appointed  to  feed  his  lambs 
and  hisfheep,  {Jobnsx i.  15,  16.  and  1  Pet.  v.  2,  4.) 
who  has'fiich  a  charge  of  the  flock,  and  fpends  his  time, 
care,  and  labour  in  fulfilling  it,  and  is  not  fiiftained 
and  refrefhed  with  it’s  milk  ?  fince  therefore  every  one 
reafonably  expe&s,  and  is  allowed,  thefe  rewards  of  his 
labour,  furely  every  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  who  fuf- 
tains  all  thefe  characters,  has  a  right  to  be  maintained 
by  his  employment  in  the  fcrvtce  of  Chritt,  and  of  the 
church-  s. 

8  Do  I  mention  thefe  well  known  infiances  of  what 
is  commonly  piaftifed,  and  always  counted  fit  and  e- 
quitable  among  men,  and  argue  this  point  merely  on 
the  foot  of  human  judgment,  on  which  I  might  ven¬ 
ture  to  reft  the  caufe?  Or  doth  not  divine  revelation 
alfo,  in  the  Mofaic  law  itfelf,  which  JnoiJb  zealots,  my 
grand  oppofers,  are  fo  fond  of,  teach  the  very  fame 
things  1  It  certainly  doth. 

9  For,  to  look  back  to  the  Old  Teftament-djfpenfe- 
tion,  it  is  recorded  in  the  law,  which  Mofes  delivered 
to  the  I/raelitesi  (Dent.  xxv.  4.)  you  (hall  not  prevent 
the  ox,  by  muzzling  him,  or  by  any  other  methods, 
from  eating  of  the  earn,  which  he  treads  out  of  the  ear, 
while  he  is  labouring  in  that  work.  Do  ye  fuppole  that 
this  divine  injunction  related  merely  to  fuch  inconfi- 
derable  brute  creatures  as  oxen,  as  though  God  only 
took  care  that  proper  provisions  ftiould  be  made  for  them? 

lo  Or 


po  7 'he  Tirji  Epijlle  to  the  Corimthians  paraphrafed.  Ch.  u. 


ro  Or  faith  he 
It  altogether  for 
put  fakes?  for  our 
no  doubt* 
thu  if  written : 
tbai  hr  that  plow- 
tth  ftiould  plow 
in  hope;  and  that 
he  that  thrclhctb 
in  hope  Ihould  he 
partaker  of  kii 
hope. 


it  If  we  htfi 
Jhwn  untoyowfpU 
ritual  thingti  is  it 
m  great  thins  if 
we  flnU  reap  your 
caipaltiilugs? 


tr  if  others  be 
inrut^s  of  this 

pvWtT  OIL T  VOUB 

are 


to  Or  rather,  Is  it  not  no  rural  to  conclude,  that 
tho’  his  mercies  are  oyer  all  his  works,  he  has  a  far¬ 
ther  meaning  in  it  *,  to  (how  the  (till  greater  obliga¬ 
tion,  which  lies  upon  all  perfons  to  exercife  humanity, 
and  <lo  julticc  toward  their  own  fpecies,  that  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  working  for  them}  and  efpecially  towards 
us,  who  labour  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  their  fouls  ?  Doubtlefe  it  (lands  on  record  for  in- 
ftruflion  of  this  fort,  and  for  enjoining  an  equitable  re¬ 
gard  to  any  of  us,  who  labour  in  ufeful  fer vices  for  tbe 
good  of  man  kind;  that  as  the  plowman  takes  pains  for 
others,  in  breaking  up  the  ground,  andfowingit,  fy>er. 
li.)  with  a  reasonable  expectation  of  a  proper  recoin- 
pence}  and  the  threlber  beats  out  the  corn,  in  expedi¬ 
tion  of  receiving  a  fuitablc  reward  ;  and  as,  in  this  man- 
ner,  the  bujbandman,  that  labours,  ought  to  be  partaker 
of  the  fruit fi  (a  Tim.  ii  6.)  fo  we,  who  are  employed 
about  God's  fpiritual  hulbandry,  (chap.  iii.  9.)  in  break¬ 
ing  up  the  fallow  ground  offinners  hearts,  and  io  flaw¬ 
ing  the  good  feed  of  his  word ;  and  we,  who  in  our 
preaching  feparate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  the  faint 
from  the  (inner,  may  well  exped  to  receive  the  neceJTa- 
ries  of  life,  as  a  juft  recompcnc^  from  the  churches,  for 
whofe  advantage  we  thus  labour  in  the  word  and  doc¬ 
trine. 

11  If  we  have  Ibwn  the  feed  of  God's  word  among 
you,  as  the  means  of  producing  .fpiritual  and  eternal 
hleflings,  for  the  refrefhment, improvement, and  (alvation 
of  your  immortal  fouls ;  is  it  any  great  return,  or  what 
any  reafonable  and  grateful*  perforv  would  grudge  ;  if, 
for  our  labour  in  Scattering  fuch  ineflimable  benefits  2- 
mong  you,  we  are  made  to  partake  of  fuch  (hares  of 
your  temporal  fubftance,  as  are  needful  for  the  fuften- 
ance  of  our  mortal  bodies,  and  fitting  them  for  further 
fcrvices  of  this  excellent  nature  ?  There  is  furcly  no 
proportion  between  the  value  of  what  ye  give  and  re¬ 
ceive  ;  the  la  ft  fo  far  exceeds  the  firft. 

12  If  accordingly  other  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  even 
the  falfe  teachers  thcmfelves  among  you,  claim  and  ex¬ 
ert  an  authority  over  you  for  the  maintenance,  which 
I  have  been  fpeaking  of }  {ver.  4 — 6.)  and  ve  allow  their 
demand  to  be  juft  i  are  not  we,  who  firft  planted  and 

watered 


NOTE. 


*  As  in  Beid*  xky*  4,  the  pafljec  here 
referred  to,  nothing  ^  licfcieor  aita1  il, 
that  httany  relation  to  Knfts,  h;it  it  fbutde 
aipidft  dire££tai)$  to  the  duties  of  tiMl'cc  iljhI 
incr^y  to«.Mrd  reenable  rrea  Hires  :  1:  faiy 
*J1  hi  conclude^  tint  list  frr>r*Vt»i;lon  of 


mii'ziipjc  the  ox  is  there  branch r  in,  the 
more  (timigly  to  enforce  thofe  duties  t-iwarfl 
men  ;  and  therefore  is  very  litly  applied  by 
the  apoflle,  in  an  ar^mciti  for  the  oiitiaicu^ 
auA  of  miuiiitrf  of  the  golpd. 
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are  not  we  rather? 
ncvothekffj  tjpc 
haw  not  uftd  thi* 
power;  butfoffer 
all  things,  left  we 
!  him  Id  hinder  the 
gdpcl  of  Chrift, 


13  Do  yc  not 
fcruw,  that  they 
which  ipiniftcr  a- 
tnot  holy  things 
Jive  of  the  thins* 
of  the  temple-  ? 
and  they  which 
wait  at  the  altar 
ra  partakers  with 
the  altar? 


14  E-ren  & 
hath  die  Lord  or* 
darned ,  that  they 
which  preach  the 
goTpeJ  Ihould  lire 
of  ihp  go/pd. 


1$  But  1  have 
11  fed  none  of  theft 
ndtz.t'r 
hdvz 


watered  the  Corinthian  church,  {chap.  Hi,  6.)  much' more 
entitled  to  it?  Nevcrthelefs,  to  fhew,  that  we  feek  not 
youre,  but  you,  we  have  not  infilled  upon,  nor  indeed 
received  this  acknowledgment  from  you,  which  we  bad 
fo  unqueftionable a  right  to;  but  have  rather  chofen  to 
undergo  all  the  bardfhips  of  want,  or  of  providing  for 
ourfelves  by  the  labour  of  our  own  hands ;  left,  by  put¬ 
ting  you  to  afiy  charge,  we  fhould  have  prejudiced  your 
worldly  minds  againft  us,  as  though  we  had  mercenary 
defigns  'Upon  you  ;  and  fo  fltould  have  obftnsQed  your 
attend  lag  upon,  and  readily  receiving  that  glorious  gof- 
pel,  which  fets  forth  the  perfan,  offices,  and  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and'  which  he  is  the  author  of, 
and  has  committed  to  oui  trull. 

13  But  had  we  claimed  and  ufed  our  liberty  in  this 
cafe,  there  could  have  been  no  juft  objeftton  againlt  it, 
efpecially  not  by  Jcwifb  converts  * ;  For,  to  remind 
you  of  the  provifion,  which  God  ftill  more  exprefsly 
made  for  bis  miniftering  fervants  in  the  Mofaic  law, 
{Numb,  svifi.)  do  ye  not  under ftand  and  confider,  that 
by  hilt  appointment  the  Levitts,  who  officiated  in  ho¬ 
ly  things,  as  in  killing  and  preparing  the  facrifices,  and 
the  like,  were  maintained  hy  the  offerings  at  the  taber¬ 
nacle,  and  afterwards  at  the  temple  ;  and  that  the 
pr lefts,  who  devoted  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the  al¬ 
tar,  had  their  parts  and  (hares  of  it’s  facrilices,  for  the 
fubfificnce  of  themfelves  and  their  families  ?  Surely  ye, 
who.fo  much  boaft  of  . your  knowledge,  can’t  be  gran¬ 
gers  to  thefe  .things. 

14  In  like  manner,  to  bring  all  this  down  to  the 
New  Teftament  Hate,  in  which  the  reafon  of  things  is 
the  fame,  bur  Lord  Jefus,  by  his  immediate  authority, 
has  appointed  and  ordered,  that  his  fervants,  whom  he 
fends  forth  to  preach  the  everlaliing  gofpe],  fhould  be 
maintained  by  thofe  that  have  the  benefit  of  their  la¬ 
bours;  as  particularly  when  he  faid  with  a  reference  to 
this  very  cafe.  Provide  neither  gold  nor  ft  her,  nor  brafts, 
in  your  pvrftes ,  &e.  For  the  -workman  is  worthy  oft  his 
meat ,  and  the  labourer  of  his  hire .  (Matth.  x.  9,  10.  and 
Luke  x.  7.} 

15  But  notwith Handing  all  this  clear  proof,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  from  the  law  of  Moftes,  and  from 
Ohrid’s  own  infiitution,  that  gofpe!  minifters  ought  to 
be  provided  for,  at  the  people’s  colt ;  and  though  1  have 
as  much  right  to  ir,  as  any  of  his  fervants :  Yet  1  have 

not 


NOTE. 

*  The  ipoftfe’s  arguing  nut  of  the  law  more  cflcthuUy  to  filcncfc  their  oppufrion  tv 
ui'iy  intimate*  rhat  1st  sherd  is  had  hh  z\c  hi«>- 
panicttiiyJy  uji  ihc  Jot-fi  j, 
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ha«  I  written 
theft  (kings,  that 
It  ftoiild  he  ft 
done  unto  im: 
for  it  were  better 
forme  tu<lie»  than 
that  any  man 
ffcould  make  tny 
glorying  void- 


t€  Pot,  thoagb 
1  preach  tb*  gof- 
pel,  I  have  no¬ 
thing  to  glory  ofs 
for  neccfftty  is 
kid  upon  me; 
yea,  wo  is  unto 
me,  if  I  preach 
not  the  gofpdh 


it  For,  if  I  do 
tbi* thing  willing¬ 
ly,  1  have  a  re¬ 
ward !  but  if  a- 
galnft  my  will  a 
dtfpcnfrrioo  of 
the  gpfpel  u  com- 
ftitteit  unto  me. 


il  What  my 
ttyardthen?  vc- 

iwr 


□at  made  ufe  of  my  privilege  in  tbts  refpefi ;  nor  hive 
I  wrote  thefe  things  about  it  with  any  deGre  or  inten¬ 
tion,  that,  whenever  I  may  come  to  you  again,  it 
Ihould  be  at  your  expence:  No,  I  only  mention  it  to 
(top  the  months  of  thofe,  that  feek  all  opportunities  of 
afperfing  me;  and  to  fee  you  an  example  of  felf  denial, 
and  of  waving  the  ufe  of  ymir  Cbriftian  liberty,  on  pro¬ 
per  occaGons :  For  J  had  rather  perifh  for  want,  or  wear 
out  my  life  with  hard  labour  to  earn  my  bread,  than 
that  any  one  (hould  deprive  me  of  the  pleafnre  and  ho¬ 
nour,  as  1  count  it,  of  promoting  the  intereft  of  Chrift, 
and  the  good  of  your  fouls,  in  the  moft  acceptable  man¬ 
ner,  by  preaching  the  gofpel  freely,  without  making  it 
any  way  burden fo me,  and  fo  prejudicing  you  agaiuft 
it. 


For  though,  in  the  difeharge  of  my  office,  1  have 
published,  and  ttill  continue  to  proclaim  the  glad  tid¬ 
ings  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift;  this  is  my  indifpen- 
fible  duty ;  and  fo  1  have  no  more  room  to  glory  in 
barely  doing  this,  than  others  have,  which  is  indeed 
none  at  all :  for  1  am  under  an  abfolute  neceifity,  by 
the  com  mi  (Don  and  -command  of  my  great  Lord  sod 
Mailer,  to  preach  the  gofpel  wherever  I  come  ;  {A fit 
xxii.  1 5,  3l>  and  Rom.  i.  14,)  yea,  the  worft  of  all  woes, 
even  to  the  bittereft  reproaches  of  a  guilty  confidence 
here,  and  everlafting  horrors  hereafter  mutt  be  my  por¬ 
tion,  were  I  to  be  difobedieQt  to,  the  heavenly  viiion, 
in  not  preaching  the  gofpel ;  [A&t  xxvi.  19.J  which,  I 
truft,  will  never  be  my  cafe. 

"  17  For  if  I  voluntarily  and  chearfully  attend  to  this 
important  fervice  at  free  coft,  and  that  under  all  die 
difficulties  of  want  and  poverty,  or  of  providing  for  my- 
felf,  merely  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of 
others,  I  have  at  prefent  a  noble  fatisfa&ion'  in  fo  do¬ 
ing,  which  1  would  not  part  with  for  all  this  wotld ; 
and  I  humbly  look  for,  and  depend  upon  a  gracious  re¬ 
ward  of  my  fakhfulnefs  and  zeal  in  the  day  of  Cbrift: 
But  if  it  be  with  unwillingnefs  and  relu fiance,  that  I 
receive  and  manage  the  truft,  which  he  has  committed 
to  me,  for  difpenfing  his1  gofpel,  and  therein  afi  as  an 
hireling,  who  values  the  fleece  more  than  the  flock,  and 
grudges  his  pains,  unlefs  it  he  with  a  profpefi  of  fome 
temporal  advantage  to  birofelf ; 

18  What  is  the  reward  then,  that  I  could  expefi,  at 
prd’enr,  in  the  reflations  of  my  own  mind,  or  could 
look  for  at  the  great  day  of  account,  in  fuch  a  merce¬ 
nary  and  unfaithful  way  of  executing  my  commiffion  ? 
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rij  thaiwbea  l  Why  truly  none,  but  what  is  very  terrible  •,  though 
T  mlf'nJw'the  nothing  can  be  more  happy,  in  cafe  of  faithfnlncfs  : 
jjofpcl  of  Ctiritt  This,  1  affure  you,  I  often  ferioufly  think  of  that  when 
wv tinac  chuge,  i  preach  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  I  nay 
Inypowa'in  the  he  the  more  excited  to  plant  and  fettle  it,  (W«)  merely 
3  ii'pcl.  for  Chrifl’s  fake,  in  Jove  and  obedience  to  him,  whole 

gofpel  it  is ;  and  may  do  tbis  freely,  without  expence 
to  my  hearers,  as  often  as  circumftances  make  it  need¬ 
ful,  and  conducive  to  the  great  ends  of  my  miniftry  j 
that  I  may  not  rigoroujly,  and  unfeafonably  ufe  my 
right  of  requiring  a  fupply  from  the  people,  in  return 
.  for  my  labour  in  preaching  to  them. 

I  Wmfron’all  *9  For  though  in  this  in  fiance  of  Chriftian  liberty, 
men,  hare  I  as  well  as  in  feveral  others,  1  am  under  no  obligation 
mini*  myfeU  ter-  t0  aQy  man  to  abridge  myfelf  in  the  ufe  of  it ;  yet  I  have 
i  might  gain  the  been  willing,  and  have  thought  it  matter  of  prudence 
more*  and  duty,  fo  far  to  confult  the  various  tempers,  weak¬ 

ness,  and  unhappy  biaffes  of  alt  forts  of  men,  as,  in 
things  of  that  nature,  to  fubmit  myfeif  like  a  fervant, 
and  accommodate  my  mea fares,  in  the  mofi  pleating 
manner  to  them  j  to  the  end  that,  by  fuch  condefcen- 
fions,  innocent  compliances,  and  felf-denials,  I  might 
fweeten  their  fpirits  $  might  reccommend  Chrift,  and 
bis  doctrines  and  ways,  the  better  to  them ;  and  might 
win  the  more  fouls  over  to  him,  which  1  count  the  rich- 
eft  gain  of  all  my  miniftrations. 

so  And  onto  ao  As  for  ioftance,  when  I  have  bad  to  do  with  the 
i  lie  Jew,  i  be-  unbelieving  Jews,  I  have  reafoned  with  them  out  of  the 
ihiM  might  grin  features  of  the  Old  Teftament,  as  a  proper  way  of  ar- 
the  jews;  to  them  guing  with  a  Jevt  \  {AQi  xvii.  a,  3.)  and,  as  far  as  I 
that  ire  under  the  could  with  a  fafe  confcience,  and  confidently  with  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel,  have  observed  their  JeiaiJb  rites  and 
cremonies,  as  in  the  circumcifmg  of  Timothy,  becaufe 
his  Father  was  a  Greek ,  (A£Is  xvi,  3.)  that  I  might  foft- 
en  their  offence  at  the  gofpel’s  being  preached  by  an  on- 
circumcifed  GentiU,m&  m  igbt  bring  them  over  to  Chrift  f: 
la  dealing  with  believing  Jews,  who,  for  want  of  far¬ 
ther  light,  think  thcmfelves  to  be  ftill  under  an  obliga¬ 
tion  of  keeping  up  a  religious  regard  to  certain  branch¬ 
es  of  the  ceremonial  law,  ( xxi.  20.)  I,  as  know¬ 
ing  that  all  it’s  ordinances  are  not,  as  yet,  absolutely  un¬ 
lawful 


NOTES. 

*  Sfhat  it  **}  Ttward  ■  it  paraphrased  puttied  (nan  liuiiCed  me  in  their  accounts 

\iith  relation  both  to  a  faithful  and  tmfaith-  of  ic* 

ftil  diftharge  of  lits  office,  and  to  a  tcraril  f  1  harcchofco  to  nnderfhnd  bjtUjtw+ 
Ac  prefent,  and  to  be  expeded  hereafter ;  ail  the  xnctnvcrUd  among  them  ;  end  by  thou 
which  takai  together,  feems  to  me  to  dear  tbtf  art  Wrr  f&r  /w,  the  converted  Jraru 
r,p  t!it  force  and  connexion  of  the  argument,  (hat  vr.  may  keep  the  jd«*  riiftto£V|  *hifh 
Inter  than  any  thing  I  have  met  widi  in  otherwifr  may  be  too  eoiutfckiH* 
csnaroeuiator*,  rainy  which  rathtt 
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Iiw3  as  under  the 
bwt  thit  1  might 
gain  them  tbu 
*rc  under  the 
Law, 


at  To  ilwn 
that  arc  without 
brw,  as  without 
lair,  f being  not 
-without  Law  to 
God,  hat  under 
rbc  law  te  Chrift*) 
that  I  might  gain 
them  that  arc 
mnder  the  Law, 


a*  To  the 
weak  became  1  u 
weak 


lawful*  and  that  there  mult  be  time  allowed  to  bring 
them  imirely  off  from  their  old  opinions  about  it,  have 
alfo  fo  far  yielded  to  their  prejudices,  as,  on  important 
occafions,  to  comply  with  fbme  of  it’s  rites;  {A£fs  xviii. 
18*  and  xit.  a  i — 2 6.  See  the  notes  there)  to  the  end 
that  I  may  the  better  ingratiate  myfelf  with  them,  and 
gradually  reconcile  them  to  rhe  whole  of  the  gofpel 
fcheme  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  I  continue  to  warn 
them  againft  laying  any  ftrefs  upon  ritual  observances, 
or.  imagining  that  they  can  be  thereby  juftified;  and  con- 
ft  anti  y  teach  them  to  make  Chriit  the  only  ground  of 
their  hope  toward  God* 

21  On  the  other  hand,  when  I  am  caft  among  thofe 
that  are  acquainted  with  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  and  never 
were  under  the  JrwiJb  difpenfation,  I  preach  Chrift  to 
them,  without  appealing  to  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
for  the  confirmation  of  what  I  fay  concerning  him  ; 
but  retting  the  caufe  imirely  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
doctrine  icfelf,  the  plain  fa£ts,  and  undoubted  miracles 
wrought  to  prove  it,  and  the  fpirit  of  God  to  fet  all 
home  upon  tKteir  hearts;  and  in  my  behaviour  toward 
them,  and  among  them,  I  take  care  not  to  offend  them, 
by  my  own  obferving,  or  putting  them  upon  comply* 
ing  with  circumcijion,  and  other  ceremonial  rites,  re¬ 
lating  to  meats  and  days,  and  the  like  :  Nay,  I  ftrenu- 
oully  remonftrate  again  ft  thofe  that  would  impofe  fuch 
rites  upon  them  ;  ( Gah  ii,  3 — 14.)  and  affert  my  own, 
and  their  liberty,  as  to  thofe  things;  looking  upon  my- 
felf,  at  the  fame  time,  not  as  a  lawlefs  perfon,  or  as 
one  that  is  not  bound  to  keep  the  nzarn/law,  with  a 
co nfei truce  toward  God,  as  in  his  light,  and  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  him  ;  but  as  heing,  as  much  as  ever,  under 
that  law,  as  a  rule  of  life  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  who 
has  made  it  the  inviolable  law  of  his  kingdom,  that  aft 
my  thoughts,  words,  and  aftions  may  be  regulated  ac* 
cording  to  it,  in  3  due  fubjeftion  to  him*  And  this 
I  carefully  attend  to,  while  1  abftain  from  alt  ceremo¬ 
nial  obfervances  among  the  Gentiicst  that  I  may  lay  no 
obftacles  in  the  way  of  their  conversion,  who  never 
were  under  the  Mofa ic  law;  but  may  gain  their  hcarry 
content  to  Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  as  believers  in  him; 
and  an  inti  re  fubjeflion  to  him,  without  the  incum¬ 
brances  of  that  an  dent  yoke  of  bondage* 

22  Again,  when  1  have  been  converfant,  either  with 
believing  Jrws  or  Gentiies^  that  are  weak  in  knowledge 
and  grace;  and  apt  to  be  Humbled  and  grieved,  or 
drawn  into  fiii  again tt  their  own  cnnfciences,  while  they 
fee  others  making  fucb  a  ufe  of  Chriftbn  liberty,  in 

things 
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weak,  that!  might 

ipin  the  vtak  :  i 
am  madealLchin^s 
to  ill  men,  that  I 
might  by  >11 
means  five  £tMr 


2  3  And  this  1 
do  for  the  gofpeli 
lake,  that  i  might 
fwr  partaker  there¬ 
of  with  you. 


14  Know  ye  not 
'.hat  they  which 
i\in  in  4  race,  mo 
aii,  but  one  re* 
jvwh  the  priic? 

So 


things  of  an  indifferent  nature*  as  they  them fel res  are 
fcrupulous  about;  I  have*  in  thofe  cafes*  condefcehdetf 
to  their  infirmities*  and  forbore  the  ufe  of  fuch  liberty, 
as  is  in  itfelf  lawful  and  innocent*  that  1  might  not  lay 
ftumbling-blocks  before  them;  bur  might  win  them 
over  to*,  and  fettle  them  in*  the  more  important  points 
of  faith*  and  moral  obedience :  In  a  word*  I  have  tri¬ 
ed  all  allowable  expedients*  and  yielded*  as  far  as  pof- 
iible*  in  aftsof  fd  f-denial,  in  my  dealing  with  all  ions 
of  perfons*  wherefoever  I  came*  not  from  any  unfettled- 
nefs  in  my  own  principles*  temper*  and  views  ;  but  to 
tbe  end  that,  by  all  prudent*  laudable,  and  (inlefs  me¬ 
thods,  which  I  think  beftfuited  to  their  circum fiances* 
and  moil  likely  to  be  attended  with  a  divine  bleiEng,  I 
might  be  inftru mental,  in  the  hand  ofChrift,  to  deli¬ 
ver  fome*  at  ltaft*  of  all  forts  from  the  error  of  their 
ways ;  from  tbe  power  of  fin  and  Satan*  and  their  own 
prejudices $  and  from  the  curfe  of  the  law*  and  the 
wrath  to  come ;  and  to  lead  them  into  all  the  privileges 
and  blelfiogs  of  a  fpirilual  falvation,  even  unto  eternal 
life. 

13  And  'all  this  I  do*  out  of  a  Gncere  and  zealous 
concern  to  prevent  unreasonable  exceptions  again  ft  the 
gofpel*  and  to  recommend  and  propagate  it  among  peo¬ 
ple  of  every  ebaratter  ;  to  the  cod  that  I  may  not  only 
lhare  in  its  fpecial  and  faving  benefits  myfelf ;  but  may 
have  a  joint  communion  and  paituerfhip  in  them,  with 
many  others,  and  particularly  with  you* 

24  In  tbis  manner  of  conducing  myfelf,  in  which 
ye  ought  to  imitate  me  *,  I  ad  with  care  and  caution* 
diligence  and  conftancy*  like  the  racers ,  and  comba¬ 
tants  in  the  Grecian  games,  which  are  wont  to  be  cele¬ 
brated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Corinth  t :  Ye  very  well 
know  that  in  racings  all,  who  are  called  to  that  excr- 
cife,  run,  and  continue  running,  with  all  their  might* 
to  get  the  garland,  which  is  fee  up  at  the  end  of  their 
courfe  ;  every  one  hoping  to  obtain  it,  by  reaching  tbe 
goal  firft,  though  but  one  can  have  it :  In  like  manner* 
it  is  your  duty  and  intereft,  as  well  as  mine,  to  run 
with  patience  the  race  which  is  fet  before  us ,  (Heb.  xii. 
i.)  and,  by  divine  alb  fiance,  to  be  prejfng  toward  the 

mark 


NOTES. 


*  Tbe  a [xi flic  evidently  intern! 4  that  what 
had  been  faying,  and  was  further 
10  add*  about  his  own  conduit*  thuuM  be 
jtganlcd  by  private  chrifliwi  tor  their  imi¬ 
tation  t  bccHufc  in  the  dole  of  this  verltf  he 
van*  hk  aiMncfs  to  iJiem*  toying*  Sa  raat 
tht it  jc  mttj  fhtrdn  ;  and  in  llic  next  verft 
Ipcafej  of  himftlf  and  them  in  common, 
riving  to  obtain  an  CTQV'ti, 

+  Jmflmt  lU-  rr=  iru><  n!' 


ihoie  that  wee  kept  at  ihs  IfbuEit  cfOjrnrtf* 
were  called  rbc  game;.  Theft  the 

apofllu  here,  in  the  three  imUiwiu» 

verfts  ailudrs  to*  as  well  known  among  the 
Cvriatbim-h ;  c;id  particularly  to  the  raa&£t 
■srvejiStigi  OT  cafiaji *  *n 

li  ote  ocMfiortSj  which*  together  with  iiu£* 
in-*  ard  were  Lhe  piindjKil  earru-e* 

:  £1  «  *- n ; « -  Is r  fra  ?: ■&?* 4* *  ao; 
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So  run  that  ye  may 


if  And  CTtry 
nun  that  ftriveth 
for  ihe  mafttty  is 
temperate  in  all 
things.  Now  , 
they  da  if  *o  ob- 
tain  a  cwTnntible 
ctowd,  fair  we 
an  incorruptible. 


iff  I  therefore 
form),  not  asoo- 
cenaialy  ;  fo 
fight  I,  not  u 

one 


mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  inCbrijt  Jt- 
fusi  (Phil*  iii,  14*)  and  ye  haft  the  higheft  encourage* 
ment  hereunto,  inafmuch  as  not  only  one,  bat  many , 
together  with  myfelf  5  (wr.  19—23,)  yea,  all  that 
run  with  faith  and  patience  ^  fhall  have  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  receiving  the  reward  qf  the  inheritance  from 
the  Lard  Chrifi*  (Col-  its.  24.) 

2$  And  as,  at  thofe  public  games,  Wrtfikrs  and 
boxers  are  alfo  engaged  in  combats ;  every  one  of  them, 
(«  aywtfrfzrttf'j  who  would  contend  in  good  earned  for 
viftory,  even  to  an  agony,  is  very  exa£t  in  his  regimen, 
with  refpeft  to  diet  and  difcipUne,  that  he  may  be  the 
better  prepared  for  the  conflict :  So  we  ought  not  to  in¬ 
dulge  our  fenfitive  appetites  unto  any  excels;  nor  unto 
the  eating  of  fuch  meats,  as  may  be  an  occafion  of 
ftumhling  to  our  brethren  ;  (chap  viii.  9,  13,)  but 
fhould  mortify  all  worldly  and  finful  afftftions,  and 
abftain  from  every  thing,  that  would  be  an  hmdtance 
to  us  in  our  Chriflian  warfare,  in  which  we  wreftie  s- 
gain  ft  the  moft  potent  adverfaries,  (Epb.  vi.  12.)  and 
are  called  to  fight  the  goodfigbt  of  faith ,  and  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life :  (1  Tutu  vi.  n.)  And  we  fhould  be  the 
more  abundantly  excited  to  this,  when  we  confider  that 
thofe  gamefters  take  all  their  care  and  pain  a,  only  for 
the  fake  of  obtaining  a  garland  of  flowers,  or  of  pine, 
myrtle,  olive,  bays,  laurel,  or  the  like,  which  is  a  poor 
fading,  withering,  and  perifhing  crown,  of  trifling  va* 
lue,  and  only  ferving  to  puff  up  their  pride  and  vanity, 
without  any  folid  advantage  to-  themfelves  ;  but  that 
which  lies  before  us,  to  animate  our  utmoft  care  and 
diligence,  mortification  and  felf-deniat,  is  no  lefs,  than 
an  inheritance,  and  crown  of  gloty,  of  infinite  worth 
and  duration,  incorruptible3  undefledp  and  fadetb  not 
awayi  (1  Pet*  i.  4.  and  v,  4*) 

26  I  therefore,  under  this  apprehenfion  of  things, 
ftrctch  forward  with  all  my  might,  like  the  raeers3  that 
I  may  finifti  my  courfe  with  joy,  ire*  (ASIs  xx.  24.}  and 
this,  Ido,  not  without  minding,  and  keeping  within 
the  rule  of  duty  ;  but  ftudiouJly  and  carefully  attending 
to  it,  as  knowing  that  1  cannot  expert  to  be  crowned, 
unlefs,  in  this  manner,  I  Jlrive  lawfully  \  (iTinu  ii. 
5.)  any  more  than  they  that  run  for  the  prize  can  via 
it,  unlefs  they  keep  within  the  lines,  which  are  wont 
to  be  plainly,  drawn  for  marking  out  their  courfe  ;  (See 
the  note  on  2  Cor.  x.  13*)  nor  do  I  engage  herein,  as 
one  doubtful  in  myfclf,  whether  I,  running  in  the  pre- 
feribed  path  of  duty,  fhall  have  v the  honour  of  being 
crowned  at  lafi,  or  not;  as  they  are,  who  know  that 

one 
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•fie  that  bmcih 
the  air : 


*T  Bt*  1  kctp 
under  my  body* 
and  bring  it  into 
fa  bj  eft  ion  ;  kfl 
that  by  any 
rooms,  when  I 
hare  preached  to 
•there 


one  only  receives  ths  prize ;  (ver.  34,}  but  I  prefs  on 
with  an  intire  fatisfmlion  in  myfelf,  that  in  this  way  F* 
through  grace,  lhaJI  certainly  obtain  ft.  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  relying  on  the  ftrcngtb  of  Cbrift,  1  exert  myfuif, 
with  the  utmoft  vigour,  like  Boxers  aruf  EyijHers  in 
fighting  agiit: ft  all  eppofirion  ;  not  in  jell,  tier  barely 
ro  prepare  for  the  combat,  as  they  do,  when  they  are 
tiling  themfelves  to  their  refpcffcive  exercifeB,  only  for 
diverfion*  or  oftemation,  or  for  improving  thenftdvcs 
in  ihefe  am,  by  ftretching  forth  their  arms  and  1  egrt 
and  throwing  them  about  with  z  llourifli  in  the  air,  while 
there  is  no  enemy  to  encounter  them* 

27  But  as,  when  they  come  to  clofe  combat,  they 
give  their  anugonifts  fuch  violent  ftrokes,  as  make  them 
black  and  blue;  and  throw  them  down  to  get  the  maf¬ 
ic  ry  over  them  * :  So  I,  labouring  in  good  earned,  by 
divine  aflifUnce,  to  gain  an  inure  comjueft  over  all  my 
corruptions,  contend  vehemently  again  ft  them,  by  faith 
and  evangelical  repentance,  watchiulmrfs,  fading  and 
prayer,  mortifications  of  the  fldh,  and  felf-dcniah,  wi:h 
regard  to  all  indifferent,  (chap*  vili.  13-}  as  well  as  un¬ 
lawful  things;  and  by  thefe  means  lam  helped  to  wound 
and  bring  down  the  whole  body  of  tfn,  together  with  all 
my  fleilily  inclinations:  All  tins  I  conftaiit!y  endeavour 
to  do,  with  the  utmoft  care  and  caution,  and  go  H!y 
jeaJoufy  over  my  own  ipirit,  that  as  1  do  net,  fo  I  may 
not  run  at  uncertainties ;  (ver.  26.)  f  left,  (were  this 


N  O 

*  The  term*  here  reiuJcrnl,  T  tetf  u^r, 

1  xd  bri#£  into  Ju (ursKTiffia  Katt  fax- 
are  if gmtfikal*  aHodinp  to  a  rr>mJw- 
Tar,t*s  ghing  his  adwftrie&  brink  and  blue 
ey«  in  o*$ng  I  and  tit  rowing  tht-rn 
and  getting  them  under  him,  in  wrt fifing* 
lint  it  would  be  very  whimficat  to  imagine 
that,  literally  ipcakiiig,  the  npofHc  Leal  hi* 
mva  face,  or  any  part  of  his  body,  till  he 
made  is  black  and  blue ;  and  it  would  he 
cfownright  noafcnfc  to  ikyt  that  he  hmu^h; 
l»U  body  under  himfrlf,  as  one  combat  ;it 
t'.'A  the  body  of  another  under  him* 
is  therefore  no  foundation  for  popifli  penan- 
evs,  niaDeratfous  and  froorgmgs  of  the  body, 
in  ihde  worde,  vbich  arc  ostly  ttnmgard 
lively  figures,  to  fignlfy  the  r.iortiScatton  of 
fen fi'ive appetites,  and,  together  with  them* 
of  all  tbe  evil  proper;  fons  of  the  aid  ntaitt 
iht  bntj  of  yfn>  whkh  U  here  fitly  repieknt* 
pth  ii  ahufion  the  natural  bodies  of  ihf.fc, 

I  hit  were  wounded  an 4  jundued  m  combat* 
Vid.  JJer*  in  U.-c, 

f  1;  is  bo:  nulbia’ik  to  thtok  that  the  a- 
ptiille  had  any  doc bt  in  hiroJelf,  whether  he 
Jbould  be  r:jiijaily  Hived,  or  uoi :  for  he 

Vet*  IV.  "  f  < 


had  faid,  jnfl:  before,  that  he  did  ndjitn  rs 
uncertainly,  and  always  fpuke  with  an  int:rc 
confidence  as  to  his  awn  fdvitica.  Hut  n 
he  well  knew,  th.it  Gad  did  tivl  defluo  1«U 
own,  or  any  other  perion  attaining 
out  the  Die  of  proper  mrars,  which  are  eon-. 
Iit&vd  with  the  e:;d,  Lo;ii  iti  the  divine  jmr- 
pui,  and  in  the  conftimtion  arti  tuifilmcoc 
of  the  new  covenant;  A>  he  'excited  hirnfclf^ 
by  theie  eonfiflcrati'  us,  to  the  uinu'Ct  did* 
jcrcc  in  mortifying  fh<-  mrnipMuns  of 
tuieY  which,  o;i  a  :yppofiiron  »h:it  hew<rc 
cadcfs  in  fubth*I::g  them,  and  ibodd  live 

under  ihv  |ajwer  cf  then,  would  be  mean- 
fifi-«nt  with  his  adur^d  1  lopes  of  etcrtul  lift ; 
but  ic  by  no  maiu  folbvs  fmm  hence.  tSu: 
he  was  tinder  any  npprrlioi.iinos  of  hh  bririr 
ii:tfcred  to  do  h?  iucoaiilknt  h  tiling,  ai*d  of 
IIuTd>y  iniicarryr.g,  and  bang  eve'«i?all_w 
rjtclcd  as  a  iai.e  protefbr,  cr 
riinifter,  3n  the  gTtac  day  of  aec  :Unf»  An-t 
he  Jl-ems,  pccorflhi^  to  h*s  uonred  iiiiinlr- 
able  w;Jdom,  to  have  tmustenTnl  the!« 
thirg^i  ^5  it  were  in  a  figure,  to  him&lf* 
filtw  The  rtjnnctflion  t-etwre-i  the 

n*r*tii  and  end,  -ifid  ib  :o  ft:r  up  ^  o^her 

'r  yrokili:i^ 
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**««-*  my  cafe)  after  I  have  preached  the  gofpel  to  others  for 

*  e  a  -  their  fojvation,  I  myfelf,  iattead  of  being  partaker  with 
them,  (wa  23.)  fiioulJ  give  way  to  any  unfoithfulaets, 
neglefts,  and  fclf-mdulgences*  or  other  criminal  tern- 
per  and  condufk,  which,  were  I  under  their  dominion, 
would,  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  by  the  gofpel  con- 
ftUuuon,  iflac  in  my  being  (d*w^)  rejeded  of  God, 
3s  an  infmetre  and  flothful  fervant ;  and  in  my  labours 
being  difopnroved  of  him,  and  judged  unfit  to  be  regard¬ 
ed  in  the  great  day  of  account.  And  this  1  mention  as 
my  own  practice,  to  excite  you  to  the  like  circumfpeo- 
tion,  care,  and  diligence,  mortification  of  (in  andfdfo 
denial,  1  til  any  of  you,  through  allowed  defrfb  there¬ 
in,  (houfd  be  difapproved  of  God  in  the  final  judgment* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

T Tow  ungenerous  4s  it,  to  argue  agahift  the  temporal  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
minifters  of  Chrift,  only  becauic  foreetinies,  in  condclcunfi  m  to  the  wants,  weak* 
nefles,  and  prejudices  of  the  people,  they  arc  fo  felt- denying,  as  not  to  make  ufc 
of  them  \  They  have  as  imicli  liberty  to  marry  a  fitter  in  thrift,  that  may  be  toll¬ 
able  to  them,  a*  any  other  men;  and  they,  upon  principle*  of  reafon  and  divine 
revelation,  have  juft  claims  to  a  ctmfortabk  ttia’mte  nance  of  themfelvcs  and  their 
families,  at  the  expence  of  the  people,  on  account  of  their  facred  employment  for 
the  good  of  their  fouls.  This  is  plainly  their  due  by  the  law  of  common  equity, 
as  in  their  religious  office  and  character,  they  arc  like  fotdiers  and  ihepherds,  and 
’labourers,  that  plant  and  fovr,  plow  and  threlh  ;  as  atlo  by  the  antient  law  gf 
Gwl,  relating  to  the  ox,  which  trod  out  the  corn;  and  to  the  priefts  andLevites, 
who  attended  the  buftnefi  of  the  altar;  yea,  and  by  the  command  of Chrift  under 
the  New  Tcrtameiit-difpenfatioiu  that  they,  who  preach  the  gofpel,  foould  live 
of  the  gofpel,  But  as  thefe  are  rights,  which,  on  prudential  con  (i  dr  rat  ions,  may 
he  waved,  what  an  honour  is  it  to  thofe  remitters,  that  choofc  to  yield  them  up, 
when  thetr  own  circumftances  admit  of  it,  and  the  edification  of  their  people  re¬ 
quires  it  !  how  much  better  is  it  to  porfce  the  great  ends  of  a  gofpel  miuiftry  for 
faring  fouls,  and  becoming  all  things  to  all  m<-n,  as  far  as  may  be  without  fio,  for 
gaining  them  over  to  Chrrft,  than  to  live  in  the  imdft  of  tafe  and  affluence  by  mean* 
of  their  liberality !  and  how  plcafant  are  the  reflexions  of  a  fincerc  Chrifttan^ 
reiiul  on  his  abftairvng  from  feme  iu  (lances  of  a  liberty,  which  is  lawful  in  itfeif, 
when  the  nfeof  it  would  be  ftumbJing,  or  enfiiaring  to  the  confidences  of  h-> 
brethren*  and  a  hindrance  to  their  edification  I  Only  Jet  him  always  remember 
that,  as  he  U  under  the  moral  low  toGhrift,  he  fhould  never  do  anything  finfisi, 
for  the  pleating  of  any  one  whatfoeveT*  Hot,  O  what  faithfulnefs,  care,  and 
pains,  in  dqxmdence  on  divine  grace,  are  neccflary,  both  to  remitters  and  peo¬ 
ple,  for  running,  and  fighting  in  their  ChriJtian  courfr  and  warfare,  aceordhpg 
to  the  prefcribod  rules  of  the  word  of  God,  and  for  duly  governing  their  jwf- 
fiuns  and  appetites,  tempera  and  conduct,  in  order  to  their  receiving  an  incoi- 
rupliblc  crown  of  glory  l  And,  with  what  humble  and  holy  jealoufy  over  thciii- 
iWves,  ihould  they,  that  preach  to  other*,  lake  heed  to  their  own  fouls,  and  1<> 
their  doArmes  and  praftices;  that  neither  they  themfdves,  nor  their  labours  b: 
difapproved,  aod  rejected,  by  thur  Judge,  in  the  great  day;  but  ttat  they  may 
he  partakers  with  t!ioCe*  whom  they  have  been  I  he  inftruments  of  converting,  ia 
all  the  laving  benefits  of  the  go  foci ! 

NOTE, 

proft  fling  Chriftiaus,  and  mini  firing  ftr*  rereiving  his  awful  ndmamtioas  whtiouf  *f- 
vaiws,  In  like  Cane  and  diligence;  and  |iarrh  fence,  whirl*  immediately  fallow  at  die  oc- 
culoify  to  pave  tat  way  for  ihe  Ccriatbiam  finding  of  ihc  next  chapter. 

CHAP* 
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CHAP*  X. 

7&  apojltc)  returning  to  his  argument  about  things  offered  to  idoh^  re¬ 
minds  the  Corinthians  of  the  great  privileges y  and  yet  terrible  over¬ 
threw  of  the  Israelites  in  the  wihUrnejS)  1,— *5.  Cautions  them  a* 
gainft  all  idolatrous^  and  other  jinful  pr  a  Rices,  like  t heirs }  left  they 
tbemfthes,  not vsithflanding  their  gofpet  privileges  >  [boxild  alfo ,  fall 
under  God's  fore  difpl&afure,  Comforts  them  againjl  temp¬ 

tations,  13-  Shews  that  partakings  in  a  religious  wajt  of  things 
offered  to  idols ,  was  incbujtjlcnt  with  their  having  communion  with 
Chrifi  at  his  table,  14* — 22 •  But  allows  of  eating  them,  as  common 
food  fold  in  she  market,  or  at  a  civil  entertainment provided  it  bo 
with  a  fsngte  eye  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  without  offence  to  the  con- 
Sciences  of  others >  23, --*33. 

Tf.it*  Paraphrase. 

jyjOreover,  bre-  AjOW,  to  return  to  your  queftion,  (chap,  viil.)  a- 
ihrtn,lvmiM  IN  bout  parra king  of  idolatrous  feafls,  which,  I  per* 
Ik  ignorant,  liow  ceive,  tome  would  penuade  you  may  be  done  without 
dm  all  our  fa-  danger  of  incurring  God’s  difpleafure,  becaufe,  in  the 
TwIr,uW5F<  u,lAii  greamds  of  his  favour,  he  has  made  you  his  church  and 
putfrd  though  people,  ami  vifibly  taken  you  imu  all  the  privileges  cf 
thvtai  the  gofpet  ftate:  But  to  guard  you,  my  dear  brethren  in 

Chrift,  againft  fuch  a  prefumptuous  iliouglir,  I  would 
remind  you  of  God^s dealings  with  (be  chinch  of  lfraelf 
our  predict  flors  in  his  covenant,  and  the  natural  ancef* 
tors  of  thofe  of  us,  who  are  of  Jcwijb  extract*  Ohfcnre, 
I  hefeech  you,  what  high  privileges  God  favoured  them 
with,  as  his  peculiar  people  s' "When  he  delivered  them 
out  of  Egypt*  they  were  ail  under  the  protection,  guid¬ 
ance  and  refrefhment  of  the  cloud  of  glory,  that  emi* 
neat  fymbol  of  his  gracious  prefence,  which  fometimes 
fpread  like  a  canopy  over  (hem,  to  fereen  them  from 
the  piercing  beams  of  the  fun,  by  day;  (Pfal,  cv*  39,) 
and  at  others,  was  mi raculou fly  formed  into  a  cloudy 
pillar,  which,  on  its  bright  fide,  gave  light  to  them  ; 
and,  on  its  dark  tide,  concealed  them  from  their  pur* 
fuing  enemies,  by  night  j  (Excd.  xiv.  19,  2C*)  and  they 
all,  to  a  man,  palled  with  fafety  through  the  red  tea, 
as  ou  dry  land,  while  the  waters  ftood  as  a  wall  on  each 
tide  of  them?  (Pfah  !*ri*  6 .  and  Ixxvsii*  13*  and  ExwL 
xiv*  21*  22.)  but,  as  foon  as  they  reached  the  fhore, 
the  waters  returned  to  the  overflowing  and  drowning 
the  Egyptians*  (Itxod.  xiv*  27,  28.)  All  which  was  ty¬ 
pical  of  the  fpiritual  light  and  protection,  comfort  and, 
fbJvation,  now  brought  in  to  the  people  of  God,  by  that 
redemption,  which  h  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  and  of  the  ever* 
G  2  lading 
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*  Ami  were 
all  bipioed  unm 
Mnfes  in 
clouds,  and  in 
tlu  lea; 


5  And  did  all 
c*\  the  ftine  fpi- 
riluil  meat : 


4  And  did  all 
“drink  the  firtn  e 
ffnnlua)  drit.k: 
(t^r  they  diank 
of  that  {pint  oj t 
toefc  tlmt  foiUjvp- 
cd  (hem ;  and 
tint 


lifting  deftruclion  of  them  that  know  not  God,  and  o- 
bey  not  the  gofpet  of  his  Son. 

2  And  all  the  church  of  Ifraei,  both  young  and  old, 
male  and  female,  were  baptized  into  the  covenant, 
which  God  made  with  them  by  the  miniftry  of  Mofes% 
their  leader;  and  to  wete  brought  under  obligations  to 
believe,  and  obey  the  divine  law  of  (hat  typical  Medi- 
ator  and  deliverer,  by  their  pnfling  under  the  cloud, 
which  hung  over  them  *,  and  through  the  fea,  whofc 
waters  ftood  in  heaps  on  their  right  hand,  and  on  their 
left;  which  was  typical  of  chriEtian  baptifm,  whereby 
we  and  our  children  are  vifibly  and  folemnly  initiated 
in  God’s  covenant,  devoted  to  him,  and  engaged  to  be  his. 

3  And  when  they  came  into  the  wildernefs,  they  all 
partook  of  one  and  the  fame  food,  even  of  the  Matuw*, 
which  fell  round  about  their  tents ;  and  which,  in  its 
fignification,  was,  in  a  manner,  the  fame  to  them  and 
us ;  and  fo  may  be  called  fpiritual  meat,  not  only  as  it 
came  down  from  the  clouds  of  heaven,  by  the  miniftry 
of  angels;  but  as  it  was  primarily  typical  of  Chrill,  and 
his  fpiritual  benefits,  and  of  feeding  by  faith  on  him, 
for  the  nouriftiment  of  our  fouls  to  eternal  life;  [John 
vt.  32,  .See.)  and  was fecaruLirilj  typical  of  ourfacramen* 
tally  rating  bread  at  the  Lord's  table,  in  commemora- 
tion  of  bis  broken  body. 

4  They  likewife  all  drank  of  one  and  the  fame  wa¬ 

ter,  which  was  miraculoufly  provided  for  them,  when 
they  were  reduced  to  the  gieateft  extremity  of  drought; 
{Exod.  xvii,  6.  and  Numb.  xx.  ti.J  and  which  maybe 
called  the  fame  fpiritual  drink,  in  its  (ignification,  to 
them  and  us,  as  it  had  a  typical  reference  primarily  to 
gofpel  benefits  by  Jefus  Cbrift,  which  are  reprefented 
as  the  living  waters,  that  he  gives  to  them  who  believe 
in  him;  ( John  iv.  10,  14.  and  vii.  37, — 39  )  and  freon- 
darily  to  the  cup  in  the  Lord’s  topper,  which  is  drank 
in  commemoration  of  his  blood  ftied:  for  they  drank  <?f 
the  waters  that  gulhed  out  of  the  rock  at  fforeh,  which 
was  finiiten  by  the  rod  of  Mofrt,  their  lawgiver,  and 
ran  in  dry  places  like  a  river,  ifr/aJ.  cv.  41.)  and  accom¬ 
panied  them  (  }  for  their  relief,  in  their  feve* 

veral  journey  togs  for  many  years  through  the  wilder- 


N  o  T  E. 

*  Ti^s  pr&iTik,  fay*  E/Km,  that  ihey  think  i t  refer. s  father  to  in  adroinifl ration  of 
he.*e  and  there,  with  drop*  uf  it  by  fpraiikitag,  than  by  imnKrfion  i  fincc 
viter  fr*rai  the  irat  whldi  Iteod  upright  on  the  Egyptem*  that  were  drowned  in  the  tea* 
btitk  tides,  as  they  pitied  almig,  and  from  were  bap tiled  by  the  **lcr!i  covering  them, 
ihcdotid  that  w*s  fprvari  over  them  ;  by  rather  chan  th«  that  went  on  <by 

fl'hich  rhe  farn«nmt  of  bjptifm  might  I*  bod,  and  could  h*  iui  other  way  walked 
the  ir.oTf  tvide&tiy  fijnified,  Vid-  EJt,  in  with  drops  that  might  fall  from  the  cloud 
I  t;  And  if  :r  be  itippoftd,  that  here  i;  any  and  the  (Ufriog;  cf  th«  waves, 
lilukoc  u  die  ManseS  fcaptlfro*  one  would 
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tft«  rock  was 
Clililt ;) 


S  Hit  with  ina- 
jiy  of  them  God 
well  p!c»- 
r*\  i  :ot  ttu“y  were 
or^rthro^n  in 
the  wilderoeft. 


€  No’sc  there 
th'MUf  were  our 
ev.'mpUt.  to  the 
i.i'cnt  we  lhot;l,l 
iuii  after  evil 
tilings 


nefs:  And  that  rock  prefigured  and  fignfStJ  Chrift, 
the  rock  of  ages  *,  who  was  indeed  himfr!f  all  along 
gracioufly  prefen t  with  them,  in  his  divine  nature,  and 
vifible  emblems,  for  their  refreshment  and  fupph:;  and 
who  has  now  been  (mitten  in  his  human  nature,  by  che 
rod  efthe  taw,  in  the  hand  ofjuftice,  when  he  hireoztr 
fins  in  his  own  Body  on  the  trcey  a  ml  opened  a  fountain 
for  Jn  and  undeannefs  in  his  blood,  by  whojc  firipes  we 
arc  healed.  (Ifa*  liii.  y.  Zech.  xtii.  i,  7*  and  1  Pet*  ii. 
2 4-) 

y  But  norwithftanding  all  thefe  peculiar  and  glorious 
privileges  of  an  external  nature,  which  every  one  of 
them  were  favoured  with,  as  God's  vifibie  church,  there 
were  v.di  multitudes  of  them,  with  whom  he  w^y  high* 
ly  c (Fended  by  their  unbelief,  idolatry,  murmuring,  and 
oilier  provocations:  For  as,  on  thefe  accounts,  he  /wore 
in  his  wrath)  that  they  fbouid  not  enter  into  kis  refit 
(FfaL  xcv*  ir.)  fo  the  whole  of  that  generation,  from 
twenty  years  old  ami  upwards,  except  Jo/haa  anA  Calebs 
(Numb*  xiv*  aS,  29,  compared  with  chap.xxvu  641  65.) 
were  in  his  righteous  judgment,  by  oik:  meins  or  oilier, 
cut  off  in  the  wildernefs;  and  many  of  them  fell  fliort 
of  the  heavenly  inheritance,  as  well  as  of  the  promifed 
hind,  its  type;  though  Mofes  and  ^JaroKt  and  others  of 
them  were  eternally  fav<'d, 

6  Now  thefe  things  came  to  pafs,  and  were  recorded, 
as  figures  (,s,Tc*)  of  what  is  to  be  expe£U d  in  like  cafes \ 
and  as  examples  of  fin  and  punifhment  in  that  profef- 
fing  people,  for  a  caution  and  warning  to  us,  who  fuc- 
ceed  them  in  their  vifible  church  (fate,  and  covenant 
privileges,  that  we  might  not  imagine  ourfrlves  to  he 
fccure  from  like  puniflimeius,  if  wc  be  guilty  of  like 
crimes;  and  particularly,  that  we  might  take  heed  of 
indulging  fenGtive  appetites  to  any  excefs,  or  of  cover¬ 
ing  lueh  things,  as  arc  unlawful  to  us,  like  that  of  the 


NOTE 


#  Dr  Stwkfiri  thiuks,  that  ihc  ajroolc 
here  fjjeakr,  not  of  the  ri.fk  at  forth,  hot 
of  C'-jlJl,  who,  though  in  vifible,  was  the 
jhirhuU  thpport  of  the  Ijrcelifct  (j  the  utl* 
densdt  :  The  lock  at  forth,  ft  ruck  by  the 
rod  of  ftut  fwtli  waters;  bur  the- he* 

nefit  was  owing,  not  to  the  rock  but  to 
Clirirt,  who  was  the  fyirhufll  and  iirrifibJe 
rock  of  his  people,  who  by  his  pmrcr  gave 
them  this  fupply  ;  and  who'C  rrcfcnce  wss 
with  them,  not  at  this  ti.iu:  only,  bat  in  s*II 
their  journeying**  See  hi*  Conned.  Vul* 
i-i.  pa.£.  14,  i’y,  1  have  taken  this  thought 
mio  the  parsphtiifc,  rhough  not,  with  him, 
t-HbecxcLuflon  of  the  other  fcafe  which  t 
ihuik  if  ftifficiitirly  iijpported  hv  Bxod  xvn, 

p*  ajid  PfaL  cv*  41,  iuul  iscuAiy  reconciled 


eating 

with  \-Ufts*<  fliirklnj*  the  rock  a  iccnnd  tims 
in  a  no 'her  place,  for  1  f-Wh  iajiply  of 
uateis,  afoot  jb’yeai'ni  uuorw:;«'d<,  ExtiL 
xvti,  6.  7.  cotii faired  wi:h  xx«  ti, 

13,  (See  Utiit'crjid  hlfh  Vut.  h  pap.  fit*) 
For  at  that  miicp  GoJ  mi^ht  orJcr  the  wa¬ 
ters  to  lull  for  IJiseFt  hi  fiber  nbl;  or  tiicir 
former  be  in  IcM-cr 

ground,  in  'ditch  tlie  tiMins  fvom  the  firft 
ruck  tni^il  flow  after  ttieni  ;  i>m  their  prt> 
lent  Jhi!inn  mtp;t  hti  in  ^n*n  A  too  High  for 
tl^e  10  afeend  in  the:r  natural  Coui'ie* 

Fnr  the  iolutlon  of  tiiUami  of  another  dif- 
ticuhv  (h  it  he  one)  ukuui  from  their,  lu-m 
af^er  tU^  hA\  mirade,  hnyiny  ffaicr  of  tli.* 
rThtmftit  ami  ih^iu^  wCu?*  Sec  Mr*  Jy* 
M:  X\  w-^iks,  Vi?k  i*  p,  7-'  7. 
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things,  as  tf^y 
sh'o  kited. 


y  Neither  V  y c 

liloi.it-rS,  us 
foir.e  t'i  ii.wn;  as 
it  is  writmi,  lh? 
p?opfe  fjt  rttnvn 
v>  e*r  and  i)rh*>;, 
s:>f»  roil*  ap  to 
yUy* 


TI  Neither  kt 
v;  iiLWimic  tWni- 
cadon,  aifomc  of 
them  conimiiicil, 
anti  fell  i"  oircday 
tl»!  ft;  3*ttl  y 

LSi-msacd. 


eating  of  meat  offered  to  idols,  while  it  would  be  to  the 
wounding  and  (fumbling  of  weak  con  faiences*  [chap,  viii* 
J2j  13*)  and  while  providence  affords  u 5  other  wholefome 
food ;  even  as  the  Ifraetitesf  not  contented  with  the 
Manna*  which  God  had  provided  for  them,  finfully  and 
impatiently  defired/yS  to  eat>  avdthefifhy  the  garlicky 
and  Unions  of  Egypt-  {Numb,  xi.  4,  5,  6.)  Let  us  take 
heed  cf  every  thing  of  this  nature,  left  the  wrath  of  the 
Lordfoculd  be  kindled  againjt  wj,  and  one  way  or  other 
finite  us,  us  it  did  them,  while  the  meat  was  yet  in  their 
mouths*  (Numb.  xi.  33,  and  Phi.  Ixxviii.  30,  31.) 

7  Nor  let  any  of  you  go  into  idolatrous  practices 7  as 
fame  of  them  did,  in  an  aftonifliiug  manner,  according 
to  what  is  written  concerning  them,  faying,  {ExotL  xxxii. 

6,  19,)  the  people  fat  down  to  eat  and  to  drink  in  their 
frafting  on  their  facrifices,  which  they  had  offered  to 
the  golden  calf,  as  fame  do  nowa-days  on  idol  faerifices 
in  idol  temples;  and  then  they  rofe  ttpi  and  danced  be¬ 
fore  Uy  to  exprefs  tbeir  homage  and  joy,  according  to 
the  idolatrous  rites  of  the  heathen  in  worffiipping  their 
falfa  gods.  Take  heed  of  fymbolizing  with  that  people* 
in  partaking  of  idolatrous  feafts,  with  a  conference  of 
the  it lol,  or  in  its  temple  in  honour  to  it;  {chap*  viit. 

7,  1®,)  left  33  the  wrath  of  the  Lord ,  waxed  hot  agatnfl 
themf  and  there  fell  of  them  that  dayy  about  three  thou- 
jand  men;  (Exod.  xxxii.  10,  28.)  fa  God  IbouLd  vifit 
you  with  fame  awful  judgment. 

&  Nor  let  any  of  us  be  guilty  of  the  abominable  fin 
of  unclean nefs  in  any  form  whatfoever,  which  fame  of 
them  afterwards  committed  with  the  daughters  0 (Moabt 
according  to  the  ftkhicft  cuftom  of  the  heathens,  at 
fame  of  their  religious  faults*  in  honour  of  their  idols; 
and  fo  highly  incenfad  was  the  indignation  of  the  holy 
and  jealous  God  ngainft  them  for  thefe,  both  corporal 
and  fpirirual  whoredoms,  that  three  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  of  them  were  {lain  in  one  day,  by  his  immediate 
hand,  befidcs  another  thoufand,  that  were  executed  by 
the  judges  for  that  fin,  which  made  the  whole  number 
of  them  twenty  and  four  thousand,  {Numb  xxv.  I, — 9  ) 
Let  us  take  heed  then  of  every  kind  and  degree  of  lewd- 
nefs  **  for  which  Corinth  cfpccially  is  fo  infamous*  and 

to 


NOTE. 

*  At  r^>  35  S/rjh  tr'fe  as,  (AiA.  it.  ted  wi ih  the  daughters  of  MfaHt  their  fort* 
ftp.  16.)  there  w.w  *  rcmplc  ibVikartd  to  upi>n  U-CLTftrtifire*.  l  therefore  d*i?»;Tht 

J' enm t  w:tli  a  iho'-ifeiul  pricfE  dirts,  ait  proper  to  keep  up  a  hhtf  ef  thk  in  t\\c  pari** 

car.^a>u'i  tir  urn  pels  hd.yisdnj.*  it,  Ha  tee  ph-afr;  th^u^h,  js  the  idolatry  f'f  ChriUiass 
the  Uticfia1  !fi  if  ^  hseh  k  fpirituaf  aduk tf,  ws?  ipikcn  of  r;i 

aj'y  fHXH'-'fiirttf  ChrMt^ns  were  Jcfjlctl  with  the  foregoing  verfr,  i  J'Vrifflrftfrt  hv_re 
*  V \u-vf.hi*-.;  -  d  : 1*  v.  Hi  ctrpitrtti  whurC’  Vt  relate  principally  it*  that  flaunt  iin  tfjl-it, 
j,  io  w;;  lI.^1 ,  uiiLvU  cow:^U-  uhkh  io  abounded  C~m;trs  md  tu*  Mr.ach 
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to  winch  h  has  ft>  many  temptations;  left  for  that,  as 
well  as  for  fpirkual  fornications  in'paying  religious  ho¬ 
nours  to  falfe  Gods,  we  come  under  like  firveic  rebukes 
with  that  people  of  old :  1'or  whoremonger  j  and  adulte¬ 
rers  God  luifljwlgcy  let  their  prof<iflk>n,  iwteunl  privi¬ 
lege,  and  relation  to  him,  be  what  they  will.  [neb. 
lin*  4.) 

9  Neither  let  9  Nor  let  any  of  us  diftiuft  the  power,  fairhftihieff, 
g%  Omil,  and  grace  of  Chrift,  to  help  us  under  our  difficulties, 
v^^tCTBptrf^sad  difeouragements,  and  dangers;  nor,  by  one  ami  ano- 
Verv  deftroyed  ot  ther  provocation,  try  his  patience  and  forbearance  fo- 
:.rpc;its.  wauls  us,  (•**««■***)  even  as  fame  of  them,  mben  thej 

wre  much  difeouraged  becanfe  of  the  t uayt  (Numb*  xxi* 
4,)  difbeiieved  his  care  and  kittdnefs,  and  tempted, 
provoked,  and  fpake  agaiuft  him,  who.  is  the  mofl  high 
God,  and  the  nngei  of  the  covemn:,  that  was  with 
them  to  conduct  and  lead  them  through  thedefarr,  far¬ 
ing,  Can  God  funtijb  a  table  in  the  Wildcnicfi  ?  [P/j-L 
Wxviii*  ty,  1 8,  19*  compared  with  fixed,  xxifi*  20, 
ar.  and  fee  the  note  on  AtU  vii.  38,}  And  for  this 
their  Gnful  diftruft  of  him  anil  provoking  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  him,  who  had  given  them  gracious  promifts,  and 
fignnl  proofs  of  his  power  and  goodnds,  they  were 
grievuufly  bitten,  anti  many  of  them  mortally  wounded 
by  the  fiery  ferpents,  which  he  tent  to  deftrny  them, 
(AWii,  xiei.  5,  fi.)  Let  us  guard  again  ft  the  like  un- 
belirf  am)  provocations,  kil  he  leave  us  ro  the  power 
of  t\\*x  old  fee  pent  called  the  devil)  (Rev,  xli,  9,) 
iftKdthermiir-  10  Nor  let  any  of  you  be  dUiktisficit,  repine,  and 
rauryc  **  complain  at  any  of  God's  ways  and  difpenfations,  nor 
onVmJi-jon^  aE  any  fufferings  for  the  fake  of  Chrilt  and  ruflratmi 
d^nr^.a  *if  tiw  fro,n  knhtjve  appetites,  which  ye  are  called  to ;  nor 
ikitroycx,  yet  murmur,  through  ihc  i'.jiligxriuii  of  others,  againft 
us,  the  apoltks  of  Chrift,  on  account  of  what  w  e  de¬ 
liver  from  him,  which  is,  in  effect,  murmuring  a* 
gainfl  Cbrift  himfclf,  wbofc  fervams  we  arc ;  as  the 
ffractites  murmured,  in  a  provoking  manner,  at  God's 
dealings  with  them,  and  againft  Mofcs  and  which 

lie  called  murmuring  agahiJLhimkir,  when  the  fpics 
brought  an  evil  report  on  the  land,  and  when  Corah 
and  his  company  gathered  thcmlVIvcs  againft  thofe  his 
fervanrs ;  and,  for  their  difeomemed  temper  and  car¬ 
riage,  many  of  them  were  cut  off  by  the  immediate 
hand  of  God,  or  Jbjr  a  deftfnyiitg  angel.  {Numb,  xiv. 
and  xvi.  Chapters-)  Have  a  cute  of  giving  way  to 

Inch 
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continued  to  in fcO  fome  of  the  members  c  .ipoUic  fuy>  \htma  rf**-  v.  rr.  ai:;1  & 

tbc  church  there,  a£  appear*  from  what  it  CV,  xil. 
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T  I  Koiv  all  fticfe 
happened 
limn  rflcm  jorcii- 
Jkmpk-sttttidthcy 
&■*.-  whiten  ioc 
our  ariutniftijim* 
upon  wlioin  the 
ctaU  of  the  *'Sf U 
u jiik. 


ia  Wherefore, 
fff  him  ih^t 
fhmkcibh::  fland- 
cth,  t;jkc  heed 

iclt  he  i*ll. 


t  ^  There  hrilll 
*»o  temptation  u- 
r-u  fur  fiifli 

rtii  i*  fon:j'r'!i  jf> 

manr  but  f*rvt  i< 
i&itbiul 


fuch  a  grumbling  rebellious  fpirit;  left  Got!  alfo  vifit 
you  with  Tome  dcfolattng  judgment. 

n  Now  all  thelk  things,  relating  to  the  fins  and 
punilh  meins  of  God's  ancient  profiling  people,  that 
w^re  to  highly  favoured  of  him*  befcl  them,  (as  I  have 
faiclj  ver +  6*  and  now  repeat  it*  the  more  deeply  to 
imprefs  your  minds)  as  types  and  patterns  cf  what  we 
are  to  expect*  under  our  gofpel  privileges,  if  wc  follow 
their  example  in  (inning  again  ft  God}  and  they  are  left 
on  record,  and  handed  down  in  the  facrcd  writings  to 
us  for  our  caution*  who  live  at  the  elofc  cf  :h 
age  ■,  and  under  the  laft  difpenfation  of  grace  which 
God  dtfigns  for  the  church  in  this  world,  that  we  may 
take  warning  from  them,  fb  as  to  avoid  their  fin,  ami 
eicape  ihvir  punuhmenr* 

12  The  im pi oveinem  therefore  which  ought  to  be 
made  of  all  this  is,  that  the  fclf-opiniared  profcflbrwho 
becaufe  of  his  light  and  external  privileges,  prefump- 
tuoufly  imagines  that  he  ftands  fafe  in  the  liberty  of 
the  gotpel,  and  is  in  no  danger  of  finning  fo  as  to  pro* 
volte  divine  wrath  a  gain  It  him,  ihould  fee  to  It  (£**««!} 
that  he  deceive  his  own  foul,  by  fancying  bimfclf 
to  be  what  he  is  not}  and  every  one  Jbould  be  watch* 
ful  and  prayerful,  and  ufe  all  means  of  God’s  appoint¬ 
ment,  in  an  humble  dependance  on  his  grace,  to  pre¬ 
vent  biickflidiitgs  and  apoitacies }  left,  notwithftanding 
ail  his  high  pretences  and  vain  confidences,  he  fall  into 
i:n  and  ruin,  as  the  IJrneiitcs  did  of  old. 

n  13 ut  for  the  encouragmcnc  of  the  humble  and 
faithful  among  you,  who  are  diffident  of  themfelves, 
and  place  their  entire  trull  in  Ghrift,  and  in  the  grace 
of  God  thro*  him,  for  prefer vaiion  in  the  way  of  their 
duty  Let  it  be  remembered  by  fucb  of  you,  that  hi¬ 
therto 


N  o 

*  The  yi'vf  i hi  time  of  the:  wood’s 

ii=to  ib?**  J  the  Erf!,  fafire 
trie!.**;  itH-  ltruitd,  ftruUr  ihc  Jlw,  3rd  ihe 
H  jj-il,  rffttr ihc  i.v.v ;  ?nd  thea^:  utidir  the 
w£)'c;i  wz*  fl-i:1  i  *>i  rhe  yeizi/b 

Zjzt,  was  juft  then  eapAvd,  at(d  the  .:ge  of- 
it'*  the  under  the  hrciTiah^  which  was 
the  laft  -sjtc  at'  whole  world,  hud  then 
fonsamiri-d,  *.-v  et:Ji  e^cst  (ra  r ix»  tv*  at 
tn.it)  sr,av  -ft  the  ixpiratiort  «fni- 
Um«  mule r  i  he  ■  *tfo  ytrw:JL'  agi*, 
ik'A  lliC  intrridu&nn  nf  tbti.  third  and  lali,  US 

tbr  ronchi'Ui*£  that  *hr+j!c!  ah  ids  tu 

the  cr.d  oJ  thcvtfirM-  l)r,  no.c^ 

+  li  to  (Btj  that  tha  it* 

*  r ii s  verft  T  *i *0 ,  k  s  e f  tr??  Tit ; ■£ r > ,  in  071 
ft  k>n  to  ihoiir,  whom  hr.  had  oi  iaft 

tA-jrt,  *i-;  \Sc++y)  lo 


T  K  S. 

iHvcs  and  others,  or  only  dial  ihf 

ft*hi ;  For  whac  he  here  fays  about  t htfaitb- 
fiihuji  of  God,  in  not  to  he 

Jjmjited  ateve  that  they  ti *trt  ahiet  could 

not  rdate  io  mch  rrotraber^of  the  ch^ich 
Cvrirtb,  its,  being  oiiUTdfroi,^dc:it  ptcifcf* 
fon,  dehor  j^d  already  or  vtcrt  in 

dapper  of  falling  to  their  owmldTro^lion, 
Hut  lvcrc  he  ulfo  Aippnled  to  give  the  fore* 
goii^  caution  to  unt:  helicvers,  tlirir 
Seed  Ujf  thy  fiiit,  wy  Lc  omndered  ii  a 
needful  guard  ag/daft  Ipiriiuaf  pride  and 
cjrekfthds  in  them,  and  ^  a  proper  ami  ap¬ 
pointed  means,  by  which  Uod  in  faithfolnci's 
fuliiU  his  gracious  ptomifes  of  nu 
them  to  be  tempted  njrr.ire  fJuf  tX'y  are  ahcr  licw 
rr  it  may  only  inLiiiiaEc  that,  uiftrft  they 
LhouM  lake  heed  iu  their  ib.ndir^,  they  might 
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fd-tiful,  who  will  therto  no  trials  of  any  kind,  whether  in  a  way  of  af* 
iil-i  ,,,,T*r  /■*“  t0  fliftton  and  tribulation  from  the  hand  of  God,  or  men 

be  tesipted  above  ,  .  .  • 

t;a,  ve  ire  abic;  or  in  a  way  of  inducement  to  fin,  through  the  power 
but  will  wits  the  Qf  remaining  corruption,  or  of  Satan  and  this  evil  world 
niA- away  to  e-  ^avc  €7er  come  uP°n  you,  beyond  what  are  incident  to 
so^c,  that  ys  human  nature,  and  ufually  be  fa  l  mankind  ;  and  are  to 
ray  be  able  t<>  be  ex  petted  in  this  prefent  imperfeft  {late \  and  may  be 
^  1C‘  bore  and  vanquifhtd,  through  divine  afEftance,  by  the 

holy  fortitude  and  refutation  of  even  mortal  men :  And 
(*<)  ye  may  be  well  allured,  for  time  to  come,  that,  as 
God  has  made  many  great  and  precious  promifes  of  all 
feafonable  fopports  and  aids  to  bis  people,  he  is  nn- 
changeable  in  his  truth  and  faithfulncls,  to  perform 
them  to  every  one  of  you,  that  put  your  trull  in  him  ; 
who,  in  the  wife  and  holy  difpofals  of  his  providence 
and  grace,  will  not  permit  you  to  be  exercifed  in  any 
trials  beyond  your  itrength,  which  fh ail  be  either  pro¬ 
portioned  to  them,  or  they  to  it :  But  as  he  knows  your 
infirmity,  and  bow  difficult  it  would  be  for  you  ta  be 
always  burthen  ed  with  them,  whenever  he  fuffers  them 
to  befet  you,  he  wilt  gracioufly  open  a  way  of  your  de¬ 
liverance,  in  due  time,  from  them,  or  from  falling  in¬ 
to  (in  and  deft  ruction  by  them,  that  ye  may  not  be  tir¬ 
ed  out,  2nd  overcome  through  their  long  continuance, 
nor  faint  under  them  ;  but  may  be  enahled  to  hold  on 
your  way,  and  hold  on  your  way,  and  hold  out  to  the 
end,  when  the  Lord  will  deliver  you  out  of  them  all. 
{Pfal.  xxx iv.  ip.) 

i  wherefore  *4  Therefore,  my  dearly  beloved  friends  and  bre- 
rn\  Varlv  belor *  thren,  awed  by  thefe  dreadful  examples  on  one  band, 
eij,  flue  ffo.-a  too-  and  encouraged  by  hopes  of  all  needful  afliftances  on 
k{r'-  the  other,  fiee  with  the  utmoft  resolution,  fpeed,  and 

vigour,  to  the  farcheft  di (lance  pofiible,  as  from  every 
.other  fin,  fo  in  a  fpecial  manner  from  idolatry  ;  avoid 
it  as  ye  would  the  plague  i  and  foua  all  approaches  to 
this  deferable  iniquity,  and  allocations  and  appearan¬ 
ces  of  it,  that  ye  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  in 
any  form  whatsoever ;  and  particularly,  not  in  partak¬ 
ing  of  Pagan-feajls  upon  their  facrifices  in  their  idol 
temples,  which  1  have  been  cautioning  yon  againft, 
{chap,  vtii.)  and  now,  refuming  the  argument,  lhall 
further  explain  and  inforce  upon  you. 
fjtrpcakaito  IJ  "VVhat  I  have  delivered,  and  am  now  going 
men:  juotfe  to  add  upon  this  bead,  is  propofed  to  you  as  men,  who 
Je  value  yourfelves  upon  your  fuperior  knowledge  and 

learning 


NOTE. 

fall  iq  fiich  a  decree,  «  woold  God’s  perdition ;  as  was  the  cafe  with,  many  of  the 

dilpleiforc  againft  them  in  feme  way  of  hi,  llraeUcci  rliat  tinned,  and  fell  in  the  wilder* 
»*iu)  tUoegh  not  to  thiir  eurc-.it  tirfe,  tisougli  they  got  fate  to  heaved. 


y:  what  I  fey. 


t$  The  cop  of 
tlciTing  which  ve 
biers,  Is  it  not  ihc 
com  m  union  o  ft  he 
blood  of  Oirift? 
The  bread  which 
we  break j  is  it 
not  the  communi¬ 
on  of  the  body  of 
Cbriltt 
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learning  *  ;  and  as  men,  who  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  are 
act)  it  aimed  with  the  principles  of  the  Chriltian  religion  ; 
yea,  and  as  men,  who  I  charitably  believe  are,  many 
of  you  at  leaf! |  endued  with  fpt ritual  wifdom  and  un- 
derftaiuJing :  I  therefore  appeal  to  your  own  reafon  and 
confcience,  as  knowing  men ;  and  defire  yon  to  conf* 
der  the  weight  and  force  of  the  following  arguments 
1 6  When  wc  communicate  in  the  Lord's  fupp^r, 
which  is  a  religious  ftaft  upon  the  faciifice  of  ChriH; 
and  rhercin  drink  of  the  cup  of  wine,  which 
his  blood,  (Matth*  xxvi.  27,  28,  29-)  ami  may  fW;,T 
bewailed  the  cup  of  blefiin^,  which  \vfi9  who  admini* 
fter  that  ordinance,  bids  | ;  Is  not  what  ths  comm  uni- 
cams  do,  in  drinking  the  wine  of  this  cup,  an  op r*\ 
profeflion,  token,  and  means  of  their  holy  fellowship 
with  Chrift,  in  the  virtue  and  benefits  of  his  precic^i 
blood,  which  was  flicd  fur  the  rcmifTion  of  their  fn^  c 
And  is  it  not  a  public  acknowledgment  of  their  obliga¬ 
tion,  and  of  their  purpofe,  by  his  grace  to  yield  them* 
felvcs  up,  in  a  way  of  obedience,  to  him,  and  to  God 
through  him,  as  a  people  in  covenant  and  in  Hate  of 
friendihtp  with  him?  In  partaking  alfo  of  the  other 
fymbolical  element,. to  wit,  the  breads  a  loaf  or  cake  of 
which  we,  the  mmiftring  fervants  of  Chritt,  break  in¬ 
to  federal  pieces,  in  order  to  its  being  diltributed  and 
eaten  ;  Is  nor  our  feeding  on  this,  which  ftill  continues 
to  be  in  its  own  fubftance  bread ,  (S^e  the  notes  on  Luke 
xxit.  19,  zo.)  a  vifible  figu  and.  means  of  our  having 
fpiritual  communion  with  Chrift  in  his  broken  body, 
which  is  reprefented  by  it,  as  he  was  wounded  for  our 
tranjgrejjhns  ?  (Ifu*  Hit-  5.)  And  is  not  this  a  tell  and 
bond  of  unfeigned  devotednefs  to  him,  and  to  the  fa¬ 
ther  through  him  l  Ye  very  well  know  that  all  this  is 
the  avowed  defign  of  our  religious  eatieg  and  diinfeing 
at  his  table,  in  which  we  alfo  have  a  profdTed  commu¬ 
nion  one  with  another  in  our  communion  with  Chrift? 

(7  For  as  the  bread  taken  and  eaten  in  that  ordinance 
IS  of  one  loaf,  or  one  fort  of  fublbuce,  broken  for  us 
all,  and  is  made  up  of  many  grains  of  corn,  which  a: ; 

grout:  I 

NOTES. 


17  For  we  be* 
iaj  rainy  arc  one 
bread 


*  By  utife  jojcij,  the  apollU  fbtms  mo  ft  dt* 
it&ly  to  mean  the  faho  trackers,  and  their 
adherents,  that  were  m  ^.VJIy  conceited  of 
their  own  trifdom  ;  and  yet,  ns  he  appeals 
lo  the  judgment  of  the  whole  church,  in 
what  he  wu*  faying,  wc  may  m  (bn  3  My  flip- 
pole  him  to  include  thole,  rhnt  imderfiowj 
the  do^nntf  of  Chrift,  and  (h*L  dut  were 
made  wife  to  fakaifnn, 

t  The  Ck pGfbU'fJitigt  t nblrh  wc  */f,  tn:iy 
fle  lo  tailed,  bcc^uib  according  to  the 


lion  *nd  example  af  CkrLft,  his  ferraHts 
kmnly  Jet  it  apart,  f*r  faertd  life  hv  than**" 
giving  and  prayer,  *  divtne  £ 

k,  for  ihc  fpiritiiil  henefSc  cf  the  n- 
edverj  and  hectic  they  who  pari-ke  i\ 
vt':rh  faith,  and  other  ftrtsbk  ^■'acci, 

Up  r heir  joyful  hkiCfig,  *nd  t  \r/. ; 

to  God  for  a  criU'hwd  Chvjlt,  and  f^r 
the  great  aud  glorious  ddk'a^ots  ^d  -A- 
which  he,  :r>  h:s  ii:perl.HkFi! 
love,  haspurch^il  lor  by  b-4 
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and  one  ground*  and  moulded  into  one  lump;  fo  it  intimates 
}jnnalM  *of  tliac  tlic  memljers  of  the  vifible  church,  which 

tfcatonebrtad,  confifts  of  many  individual  Chriftians,  arc  hereby  in  a 
fymholical  manner  considered  as,  and  own  ourfclvesto 
be,  united  together,  by  faith,  and  love,  into  one  boly 
lump  in  conformity  to  Chrift,  and  into  one  myltical  bo¬ 
dy  of  which  he  is  the  head  f;  For  we  are  all  partakers 
of  that  one  loaf  or  fubftaace,  which  Signifies  Chrift  the 
bread  of  life,  who  came  down  from  heaven  ;  ( John  vi. 
51)  and  fo  we  have  fdiowfhip  one  with  another  in  our 
communion  with  him  :  (The  like  may  be  faid  of  our 
drinking  of  the  wine,  which  is  made  of  the  juices  of 
many  grapes,  and  fignifies  the  blood  of  Chrift, )  And 
when  thefc  facramental  elements  are  received  with 


faith  in  the  object,  represented  by  them,  we  have  (pi- 
ritual  and  faving  emmunion  with  Chrift,  and  commu¬ 
nications  of  bldfings  from  him,  in  virtue  of  his  aton¬ 
ing  facrifice, 

laBdioldTfo-  ,g  Obferve  likewife  how  the  matter  (lands  with  re- 
fpett  to  the  religious  feaft  on  the  peace  offering,  which 
uiiich  nf  the  the  Iff&elitesj  that  were  circumcifed  in  the  flefli,  were 
ficnfira  P**--  admitted  to  eat  of ;  (Lev,  vi'u  15.)  and  which  the  car* 
,ri0f  1  c  3r‘  ml  Jfcvj,  that  reft  in  ceremonial  and  bodily  fcrvices, 
continue  to  do  at  this  day  :  When  they  feaft  upon  the 
remainder  of  thofe  facrifices,  which  were  offered  upon 
the  altar,  do  they  not  thereby  profefs  and  own,  that 
they  have  communion  with,  and  pay  their  devotions  to 
that  God,  to  whom  thofe  meats  have  been  confecrated; 


ip  What  fay  I 
ihra  l  that  the  i- 
dol  i s  any  thing, 
or  thn  which  h 
oiTi'rcd  infacrKke 
t  >  i'l»ls  a  any 
ihir*  I 


and  that  they  have  joint  fcllowfhip  with  him  in  the  fa¬ 
crifices,  as  offered  on  the  altar  for  them;  he  haring 
one  fliare  of  ir,  and  they  another  ? 

19  Now  to  apply  thefe  thoughts  to  the  point  in  hand, 
what  is  my  meaning  in  allcdging  thefeinftances?  Do  I 
hereby  intimate,  in  contradiction  to  what  I  have  faid 
before,  {chap.  viii.  4.)  that  there  is  any  thing  of  divinity 
in  the  nominal  Gods  of  the  heathen  ?  Or  that  meats  be¬ 
ing  offered  in  fiicrifice  to  them,  or  to  their  images, 
makes  any  alteration  in  thefe  meats,  themfelves  ;  fo  as 
to  render  them  unfit  in  their  own  nature,  for  the  food 


of  man,  or  as  to  defile  him,  who  eats  them  in  circum- 
flances  that  do  not  figtiify  his  partaking  of  them  at  fa - 

crijiced 


n  o  t  s. 

t  Thefe  words  (c'i  nt  af'O.  «  «;.««  f(  the  J.cru’v  Srpper,  as  Chrifl  broke  the 
may,  as  fetitral  hsvc  obfevvsd,  bre.ul,  a:  it  ip  nrti  itilthmi.m  ofrhaiordinsiiCT, 
lie  more  juflly  anti  orderly  rrtdcmJ,  *1'^  ss  tlw  jfrw*  were  wont  fudfl  ittbtirpaf- 

if  ow3  -&t  being  art  »B£  inver  #  ufifch  ihews  fcnu  fur  diftaJ.t  from  the 

and  the  apoftle  plainly  alludes  to  (he  cwfluw  primitive  i>dtiiu:i™  aial  piaflite,  the  ufage 
of  breaking  a  loaf,  or  take  of  bread,  into  (e-  of  the  pi  pi  lb  is,  wins  deliver  whole  uafen, 
viral  pfeca,  for  diltntmiW™  nmong  tlieiiicm*-  of  facts  of  hrcifl ,  tv  every  one  of 

ba-s  gl  the  church,  that  they  at  of  it,  tl.ur  coaimtiniants. 
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10  Bat  T  fay, 
that  the  thing* 
which  the  Gere* 
tUtfi  fac rificc;they 
facrtficeto  devils, 
and  ootto  God: 
and  l  would  not 
ihai  ye  fhoubj 
hare  fellow  Ihip 
*ilh  devils. 


ai  Yc  cannot 
drink  the  cup  of 
the  Lord*  and  the 
tip  of  devil* ;  yt 
cannot  he  parta¬ 
kers  oftbeLord1* 
tahle*  and  of  the 
table  of  devils. 


n  Do  we  pro* 
vote  the  Lord  to 
jea- 


crijiced9  jinr  give  an  occafion  of  /tumbling  and  offence  to 
others  ?  No,  I  am  as  far  from  admitting  any  thing  of 
this  kind,  as  the  mod  zealous  advocates  for  an  oniverfal 
liberty  to  take  part  in  idol  entertainments  can  be* 

20  But  what  I  infift  upon  is,  that  the  heathen  facri- 
ficcs  arc  offered  to  Damons,  {t**^™** )  which,  whatever 
their  worftiippers  imagine,  or  intend,  are  no  better 
than  wicked  and  impure  fpirics ;  they  arc  offered,  1  fay, 
to  thefe  falfe  deities,  and  not  to  the  only  living  and  true 
Cod  ;  fo  that,  as  appears,  by  parity  of  reafon,  from 
what  has  been  fa  id  about  partaking  of  the  LordJs  Supper, 
and  of  the  peace  offerings,  to  feait  on  the  remainder  of 
thnfe  facrifices  in  Pagan  Temples*  where  they  are  of¬ 
fered,  is  to  have  fellowfliip  and  communion  with  the 
idols,  to  which  they  are  confecruted  :  And  I  wouM  by 
no  means  have  you  go  into  any  practices,  that  by  juft 
conftrnftion,  are  holding  communion  with  fuch  unclean 
fpirits  as  Damons*  and  with  idolaters  therein* 

it  Ye  cannot,  in  any  confiftency  with  the  honour 
of  God,  with  your  Chriflian  character  and  profeffion, 
or  with  yoor  own  edification  and  fafety,  drink  of  the 
wine,  which  is  fymbojical  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
which  he  has  commanded  you  to  do  in  remembrance  of 
him;  and  of  the  wine  which  in  heathen  libations,  is 
confecrated  to  their  Damons  (Jay™*/)  and  is  drank  in 
honour  of  them :  Nay,  it  is  a  direct  contradiction  to 
fuppofe,  that  ye  can  have  communion  with  the  Lord 
Jcfus,  and  with  One  another,  in  partaking  of  bread  and 
wine,  as  his  guefts,  at  his  table,  according  to  bis  ap¬ 
pointment  ;  and  have  communion  likewife  with  DamortSy 
and  their  worfhippers,  at  their  idolatrous  fealte;  nor 
ought  ye  to  attempt  this,  or  do  any  thing  that  has  the 
leaft  appearance  of  it ;  fince  the  very  defign  of  Chrif- 
tianity  is  to  tUftroy  all  vrorfhipping  of  thofe,  that  by  su- 
ture  are  no  Gals.  (Gal.  iv.  8*) 

22  Shall  we  then,  who  profefs  to  be  efpoufed  to 
Chrift,  dare  to  provoke  him  to  jealoufy  *,  by  paying 
religious  honours  to  iany  fictitious  deities,  or  graven  i* 
mages,  in  competition,  or  together  with  him,  which  is 
fpjritua]  whoredom,  as  it  was  ill  his  antient  people  thz 
Jews?  [Dt-ut.  xxkti,  21.)  what  a  defperate  rilk  is  this 
to  run?  Since  in  that  cafe,  our  eating  and  drinking  at 

his 


NOTE. 

*  Here  teems  to  be  *  direct  reference  to  in  thii  verfe,  whom  we  ought  not  Jo  prwke 
the  firlt  and  fccood  comm  and  meiitf,  Exvd*  tojeabttjvx  vnd,  by  confcqiiener,  as 
XI*  j,  4,,  j4  inA  a*  Chrift  is  undoubtedly  the  cd  at  1«ft,  in  ihc  God*  whi  declared  fet* 
■^^irncaot  in  the  foregoing  verfr,  which  iclf  to  be  a  jealous  God,  in  the  freon d  eoni- 
fpeafct  of  if/  cup,  and  table,  it  Ls  mofl  na-  raandment  *  pavticubviy  with  itfpefl  to  woi- 

tnr4j  to  confidcr  frim,  a*  the  Lord  intended  Ehippiog  him  done. 
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i  Minify?  are  ftrc 
iironw  iltati  he? 


ij  All  Oiingi 
art  lawful  for  me, 
bin  all  things  arc 
r^tcip«Ucutr  t\\ 
tfiiizs  ire  lawful 
f"jr  me,  but  all 
tiling  edify  nor. 


£4  Let  no  man 
fctk.  his  own:  hut 
ftry  man  a  no 
xktTi  wealth* 


ij  What  ever 
ts  fold  in  the  flu  ta¬ 
llies  that  eat*  aik- 
[:.*r  no  quefttan 
f *t  coD&jeacc 
tike. 


a  *  Forth*  earth 
:v  tb«  LimJit,  and 
rte  fuJacis  there* 
<?F. 


his  table,  (tw.  21..)  will  no  more  fecure  us  from  pu- 
nifhroent  now,  than  their  eating  and  drinking  what  may 
be  called  the  fame  fpiritual  meat  and  drink  did  them, 
when  they  were  guilty  of  idolatry  and  other  tins,  (z ler. 
3 — 10.)  and  if  his  wrath  Ihould  be  kindled  agatnft; 
any  of  0$  for  this,  or  other  crying  abominations,  are  we 
able  to  withltand,  efcape,  or  bear  it?  Alas  1  we  are  no 
match  for  the  Almighty*  (MiA,  i  and  Exek,  xiii.  14.) 

23  Furthermore,  as  to  the  plea  of  tbofe,  that  think 
there  can  he  no  harm  in  eating  things  offered  to  idols, 
provided  there  be  no  religious  refpeft  defigned,  or  paid 
to  the  idol  itfelf  thereby  ;  even  to  fwch  I  would  fay,  it 
is  indeed,  by  the  law  of  Chriftian  liberty,  allowable  for 
me,  (which  alfo  is  the  cafe  of  any  other  believer)  to  do 
as  I  judge  may  be  bed  in  all  things  of  an  indifferent 
nature,  fitch  as  the  eating  of  meats  is,  in  itfelf  con- 
lidered,  whether  they  have  been  offered  to  idols,  or  no; 
but  it  is  norat  all  times,  and  in  all  circumftances,  fit 
and  convenient  to  go  to  the  utmofl.  extent  of  this  liber¬ 
ty  :  I  might  with  a  good  conference,  and  without  vio¬ 
lating  any  law  of  God,  pra&ife  alt  fuch'  things  on  pro¬ 
per  occafions  *,  but  to  do  it,  when  it  would  be  matter 
of  offence,  or  (tumbling  to  others,  or  of  drawing  them 
into  fin,  would  be  to  hinder,  inftead  of  promoting  their 
fpiritual  advantage ;  and  fo  better  omitted  than  done. 

24  In  cafes  of  this  nature,  no  one  ought  to  ftudy 
and  purfue  fuch  things  as  are  only  agreeable  to  bimfelf, 
or  may  ferve  his  own  plcafure,  humour,  or  temporal 
benefit ;  but  every  one  Jhould  think  himfelf  bound  in 
conference  to  do  what  may  pleafe  his  neighbour  for  his 
good  to  edification.  (Rom.  xv.  2.) 

25  Though,  as  has  been  fhewn,  (tvr.  20 — 22.)  it 
would  be  extremely  criminal  and  dangerous,  for  any  of 
you  to  eat  of  meats  offered  to  idols,  in  their  temples, 
or  at  any  religious  feaft,  inilitutedto  their  honour;  yet, 
fo  far  as  ye  yourfelvesonly  are  concerned,  ye  may  in¬ 
deed  lawfully  eat  any  thing,-  that  is  expofed  to  fale,  as 
common  food,  in  a  public  marker,  without  troubling 
yourfelves  with  fcrupulous  enquiries,  whether  it  has 
been  offered  to  an  idol  or  not;  (fee  the  note  on  (bap. 
viii.  1.)  the  food  itfelf  being  no  way  uffc&ed  by  that 
circumftance ;  nor  bought  and  ufed  with  any  relation 
to  the  idol,  hut  only  as  the  bounty  of  Providence. 

2 6  For  as  God  is  the  great  Creator,  proprietor,  and 
difpofer,  fovereign  Lord  and  governor  of  the  whole 
earth,  and  of  all  it’s  fruits  and  .products  ;  (P/ai.  xxiv. 
{.)  fo  he  has  given  them  for  thefcrvice  of  men;  ant!  all 
their  rich  variety,  for  ncccEty  and  dchght,  arc  fanfti- 

fied 
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Bed  to  the  believer’s  ufe ;  infomuch  that  he  may  law¬ 
fully  eat  of  them  under  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  which 
has  abolilhed  the  ceremonial  diftin&ions  of  them,  that 
were  of  a  typical  nature  under  the  law }  ( i  Tim.  iv.  4.} 
and  In  which  Chrift,  as  mediator,  is  Lord  of  all. 

>1  IF  #ny  of  27  Again,  if  any  of  your  heathen  friends,  or  ac- 
tAcm  that  believe  quaintance  defire  you  to  take  a  meal  with  them,  at  their 
not  bid  ywn  to  a  own  houfes;  and  convenience,  good  manners  or  hopes 
Sifpufcd'to^BOi  Prorn°t*ng  their  fpiritual  welfare,  or  fome  other  pru- 
■whatforver  U  fii  dent  confiderations,  incline  you  to  accept  of  their  cour- 
beforc  you  eat,  teous  invitation  3  ye  need  not  make  any  fcruplc  of  eat- 
^for  TOtiftiMw  *n8  ^uch  “  lhe  table  is  fumifhed  with  for  your 
&ke,  entertainment  3  nor  hamper  your  own  confciences  by 

alking  nice  queftions,  whether  any  part  of  the  provi- 
fion  is  the  remainder  of  what  has  been  facrificed  to  an 
idol,  or  not  3  Gnce  you  profefTedly  partake  of  it  only  as 
a  common  meal. 

»s  But  if  toy  26  But  if  he  who  invited  you,  or  fome  other  perfon 
SiTi/iXdTn  Pref*ent»  Ihould  tell  you,  that  wbat  is  fet  before  you  has 
fanifce  unto  i-  been  confecratcd  to  an  idol}  aqd  fhould  thereby  intimate 
dnli,  eat  not,  for  his  apprehenfion,  that  your  eating  of  it  would  be  prac- 
aT  itfud  for  eon"  tically  to  allow  oftbe  religious  honours  which  were  therein 
Science  fake.  For  paid  to  it }  then,  to  fhew  your  utter  deteftation  of  fuch 
th*  a°  *“6^  c”mc  aga*nft  the  majefty  of  heaven,  and  of  alt 
fulnefs  thereof!  '  approaches  towards  it,  don’t  fo  much  as  taile  of  if  out 
of  regard  to  him,  who  mentioned  this  on  purpofe  to 
try  you,  and  to  fee  whether  you  would  countenance  i- 
dolatrous  worlhtp :  Abftain  like  wife  in  fuch  cafes  out 
of  regard  to  confidence,  that  it  may  neither  be  mifguid- 
ed  and  drawn  into  fin :  nor  be  wounded,  troubled,  and 
Humbled  by  your  doing  what  might  hare  been  avoided 
fince  there  is  enough  for  you,  in  other  fupplies  of  pro¬ 
vidence,  Vrithout  it :  For,  as  I  faid  but  now,  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  view  of  the  argument,  {ver.  26.)  *  the  earth, 
with  all  the  vegetable  and  animal  food  that  is  produced 
or  fuftained  by  it,  is  what  God  has  made,  aud  given 
for  the  ufe  of  man  }  anti,  in  fuch  an  abundance,  you 
may  have  a  fuflkiency  for  the  refreshment  of  nature, 
though  you  refrain  from  eating  fuch  food,  as  you  are, 
in  this  manner,  and  with  fuch  an  intent,  allured  has 
been  offered  to  idols* 

19  Confcltnee,  .  29  But  when  I  fay,  eat  not  of  it  for  confidence  fake 
t  i»y,  not  tMne  I  don’t  mean  merely  your  own  confidence,  which  can 
own  difiinguilh  between  the  meat  itfelf,  and  its  being  offer¬ 
ed  to  idols,  and  is  no  further  concerned  in  this  cafe,  than  to 

heed 


NOTE. 

*  I  don't  fee  but  that  this  psfTage,  ibeearib  berc,  accurtlirwr  to  the  view  geven  of  it  bt  ilr 
U  the  Lard's,  and  she  fulnrfi  tbtrrifr  may  fw  piraphrift  ;  though  C>rric  Greek  topic*,  ini 
retained,  and  :s  piopcrly  caou°ii  fame  verlioij*  have  dropt  it, 


n-jtti.,  hut  of  the 
:  for  why 
l s.  f>;y  liberty  jud- 
pj  of  allot  ft  CT 
man*  cuofcfciicc? 


30  For,  if  Thy 

fr^othc  j  parU- 
t  -iV  why  »jn  l  e- 
v;i  ifftki-n  of  for 
t-j  if  for  whtfli  1 
t  .\  ■;  tfu^ks  ? 
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take  heed  of  doing  what  may  be  accounted  di  (honourable  to 
Ch rift  and  religion,- and  may  prove  a  (hare  to  others} 
but  1  principally  mean  the  conscience  of  another  perfon 
that  may  be  grieved,  or  eife  emboldened  to  do  what  is 
unlawful  to  him,  by  your  example,  though  your  Own 
conference  abftrafled  from  thefe  circumftar.ces,  might 
receive  no  harm  by  it;  and  this  isreafon  fufficient  for 
your  nblhinitig :  For  to  put  myfelf  in  your  place,  Why 
(hould  I  ufe  my  Chriftian  liberty  at  loch  an  an  impru¬ 
dent  and  un fealonable  rate,  as  to  occafion  another  man’s 
confidence  to  pafs  a  wrong  judgment  upon  me,  for  do¬ 
ing  that,  which,  wi:h  my  juft  fenfc  of  things,  1  might 
warrantably  do,  were  it  not  for  one  way  or  oilier  injur¬ 
ing  people  of  different  fentiments. 

30  For  if,  through  the  bounty  of  a  kind  providence 
1  have  opportunity,  and,  through  the  grace  of  the  gof- 
pel,  1  have  a  liberty,  of  feeding  indifferently  upon  what¬ 
ever  is  let  before  me  for  the  fuftenance  of  the  body; 
yet  why  fhouM  1  indulge  myfelf  fo  far,  as  to  make  my 
gooii to  it!  evil fjv&tn  tf}  {Horn,  liv  id.)  hy  giving  an 
occafion  of  reproachful  ccnfure  upon  me,  for  eating 
fuch  meats,  as  1  receive  with  prayer  to  God  for  his  blef- 
fuig  upon  them,  and  with  a  religious  and  joyful  grati¬ 
tude  to  him,  both  lor  his  providing  them,  and  allow* 
iug  me  to  partake  of  them,  though  the  (lander  by  may 
think  I  can't  do  it  without  fm  ? 

31  To  wind  up  there  foie  the  prefent  argument  with 
two  or  three  general  rules,  which  are  of  ertenfive  ufe 
in  other  cafes,  as  well  as  this;  her  it  be  your  great  con¬ 
cent,  as  Chriftians,  that  in  all  common  actions  of  life, 
fuch  as  eating  and  drinking;  and  in  all  your  ufe  of  gof* 
pel  liberty  with  regard  to  things  in  themfclves  indiffer¬ 
ent,  fnch  as  meats  and  drinks  of  every  kind ;  yea,  that 
in  all  things  whatfoever,  whether  of  a  civil  or  religious 
nature,  ye  keep  the  glory  of  Godin  view,  as  your  ulti¬ 
mate  end  and  behave  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ye  in  confer¬ 
ence  apprehend,  may,  by,  his  bleQing,  be  muff  condu¬ 
cive  to  that  noble  end. 

32  Always  endeavour  to  avoid  every  thing  that  might 

obitruct  the  corm-rffon  of  or  Heathens^  and  pre¬ 

judice  the  minds  of  either  of  them  againft  Chrill  and 
the  gofpel ;  and  take  heed  of  doing  any  thing  that  might 
be  matter  of  grief  and  flumbiitig  to  JsTsiJb  Chriftians 
who  are  exceeding  fcrupulous  about  meats,  and  jealous 
of  every  thing  that  has  the  lead  appearance  of  idolatry, 
or  that  might  be  matter  of  fufnicitm  to  Genttie  converts 
as  though  your  prcfclfion-j  of  abhorring  idols  were  not 
fincere,  and  they  might  pcrlllt  in  paying  fomc  religious 

refpedt 
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i'»  eye  cat  of 
*  1  ur  thalfu- 
yrito,  iloat! 
'W  jjiofy  of 
ird. 


tnvc  none 
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refpect  to  them  ;  or  that  might  fee  matter  of  grief  and 
difeouragemem  on  one  hand,  or  of  perverlion  on  the 
other,  to  any  member  of  the  church,  which  God  has 
tit&td  under  the  gofpd  Hate*  whether  they  be  weaker 
or  ftronger  believers, 

33  On  the  contrary,  labour,  in  the  ftrength  of  Chrift 
to  imitate  my  example,  who  readily  deny  myfelf  in  ma¬ 
ny  in  fiances,  and  make  it  the  governing  aim  of  my  con¬ 
duct  to  do  all  that  in  me  lies,  to  accommodate  my  beha* 
viour  to  all  forts  of  people,  in  all  things,  that  may  be 
lawfully  done,  or  let  alone,  as  may  be  raoft  winning 
upon  them,  and  moil  fubftrvieiu  to  their  peace  and 
comfort:  {Chap*  ix*  20.)  And  I  therein  feek;  not  to 
do  what  might  be  mod  agreeable  and  convenient  to 
myfelf,  or  gratifying  to  my  own  eafe  and  inclination*, 
faumour,  or  worldly  advantage  ;  but  what  may  be  moll 
for  the  fpiritual  benefit  of  others  ;  to  the  end  chat  I  may 
be  inftru mental,  in  the  band  of  Chrift,  to  gain  many 
fouls  over  to  him  ;  and  to  help  them  forward  in  the 
way,  for  their prefent  edification,  and  eternal  falvatiou. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  foolilh  and  dangerous  is  it  for  any  to  hnagiue,  that  their  vlfible  relation 
to  God,  and  lacramental  privileges,  like  thofe  of  1 1  rad  under  the  Old  Tefla- 
Bieot,  and  of  profeffing  ChriftUns  under  the  New,  will  fcrcen  them  from  the  dif- 
pJeafurc,  and  the  judgments  of  God,  in  cafe  they  be  guilty  of  idolatry*  unclean- 
nefe,  tempting  of  God,  orCbriil,  by  unbelief,  murmuring  again  ft  his  difpemV* 
tions,  or  any  other  allowed  fin!  How  fhoutd  the  example  of  others,  in  thrir 
milcarriages,  caution  us  a  gain  ft  provoking  the  Lord,  and  againft  carnal  fecurity 
and  rdf-confidence,  left  we  fall  into  their  punt  Jhm  cuts,  as  well  as  fins  l  Put, 
btefied  be  God,  that  his  frithfuhicfs  and  grace  are  a  happy  feeurity  to  truly  hum¬ 
ble,  depending,  and  watchful  believers*  that  none  of  their  trials  fhould  be  fo 
uncommon,  fo  great,  or  fo  long  continued,  as  iq  exceed  the  ftrength  he  gives 
in  the  Way  of  their  duty,  to  bear  them  j  or  to  prevent  his  making,  in  due  timr, 
a  way  of  efcape  from  them. ---?1  cm-  gi  eat  and  holy  is  our  God*  and  how  jealous 
of  bis  glory,  before  whom  all  the  idols  of  the  heathen  are  nothing  and  vanity  ! 
Whatever  their  worfhippers  think  of  them,  they  are  no  better  than  u'xuhws, 
wicked  and  impure  fpirits  \  and  to  pay  religious  honours  to  any  nominal  deilin, 
is  to  offer  the  bighdl  affront  to  the  Lord  Chrift,  who  h  the  author  and  object  of 
our  religion,  and  is  by  nature  God,  m  opposition  to  them.  How  condefccndhig 
Is  it  in  the  great  God  and  Saviour,  to  admit  believers  iti  a  holy  fellowtliip  wiih 
bim,  and  to  inftitute  an  ordinance,  peculiarly  defigned  for  promoting  commu¬ 
nion  with  himfelf,  and  with  one  another,  as  they  are  one  body,  and  arc  all  par¬ 
takers  of  that  one  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven  f  But  hutv  iceen* 
ftftent  is  it  with  this  communion,  to  have  feUowfbip  with  daemons,  and  to  go  ip- 
to  any  fufpicious  prances  of  an  idolatrous  appearance,  that  may  be  occaftous  of 
ft  ambling,  grief,  and  fm  to  one  another  l  Kwn  in  the  ufe  of  lawful  things,  wc 
fhouki  have  a  tender  regard  to  the  conl'dtnces  of  others,  and  deny  our  ft  Ives  in 
fuchmftnnecs,  as  are  likely  to  be  injurious  to  them.  We  ilioukl  neither  ima¬ 
gine*  that  meats  or  drinks  of  any  kind  are  v.\  theiuftlves  polluted,  or  mihvvtri 
to  ufe  under  the  go  (pel  d;fpeiifatioii;  iit>r  yet  indulge  ourfelm  in  a  netdlefi  arid 
unfeafunable  ufc  of  them,  to  the  offending,  or  eufnaring  of  others:  ter  :re 
earth  la  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof,  which  he  has  given  U3  to  be 
cither  promtfcuoufly,  or  with  rcftrahit4  as  occutlons  require.  Whether  ther;- 


31  Even  as  T 
pleafc  all  men  in 
all  things,  not 
Jceking  toitxc  own 
profit,  but  the 
profit  of  many, 
that  they  may  be 
laved. 
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fore  wc  eat  or  tlrluk,  or  whatever  we  do  in  religion,  or  in  common  life ;  let  us 
do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  no  offirnce  to  Jevr 
or  Gentile,  or  to  any  member  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  as  thofc  ivhu,  like  the 
apoltle,  confolt  the  edification  and  comfort  of  others,  and  ieck  not  our  own  hu¬ 
mour,  or  fee uhir  intercity  but  their  Spiritual  benefit,  that  they  may  be  eternally 
faved. 


CHAP.  XI. 

The  apofile,  after  an  exhortation  to  follow  hhn,  and  a  commendation  rf 
the  church  for  cbfcrving  his  farmer  orders,  l,  2,  Proceeds  to  cen- 
fure%  and  correct  fame  great  irregularities  among  them,  in  women's 
/peaking  publicly  with  unveiled  faces,  even  under  their  prophetic  im~ 
puifes,  3, — 16-  And,  in  contentions,  fcbtfms,  and  difirderly  cehbra* 
thns  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  175 — 22*  And,  to  rectify  their  (canda- 
ious  abufes  of  that  /acred  ordinance,  be  reminds  them  of  the  nature 
and  deftgn  of  its  infiitution,  as  he  received  it  from  Chrijl  himfdf,  23 , 
—26*  And  directs  them  how  to  attend  upon  it  in  a  due  manner ,  and 
to  avoid  the  danger  of  unworthily  receiving  it,  27* — 34, 


Texx, 

*Qt  ye  follower! 

of  mo,  even  as 
lalfoamofChtift* 


x  Nov  I  pnile 
you,  brethren, 
that  you  remem¬ 
ber  me  in  all 
thing!,  and  keep 
the 


Paraphrase* 

t>E  jo  therefore  #  imitators  (*^™)  of  my  example, 
^  as  well  aa  followers  of  my  directions,  {chap,  x  32, 
33.)  in  condefcending  to  the  weakneiTes  and  prejudices 
of  others  for  their  good,  and  in  every  thing  elfe,  lo  fa r* 
and  fo  far  only,  as  I  therein  copy  after  our  great  Lord 
and  Mailer  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  our  only  perfeft  pat¬ 
tern,  and  in  imitating  whofe  religious  and  moral  tem¬ 
per  and  condu£t  wc  cannot  err* 

2  Now,  my  dear  brethren,  it  is  greatly  to  your  ho¬ 
nour,  and  I  reflect  upon  it,  and  fpeak  of  it,  with  the 
utmoft  pleafure  and  commendation,  that  the  better  pare 
of  you  bear  me  upon  your  minds,  with  an  afFe£Lonate 
concern  for  my  apoftolic  authority,  reputation,  and 
comfort  in  all  things  *  and  with  a  dutiful  regard  to  the 
main  of  all  the  important  do&rines  of  the  gofptd,  which 
I  preached  to  you  hi  and  that  ye  obfcrve  fo  many  of 


KOI 

4  Tli  is  verfe  might  have  been  better  made 
tb*  etafeof  the  preceding,  thin  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter;  it  having  the  neaitft  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  lail  verfc  of  tbait  and  none  at 
all  with  what  follow*  m  this  r  And  in  that 
connexion  the  argument  Hands  much  In  the 
fame  manner,  as  it  doth  on  ^  tike  ftihjeft  in 
av.  a,  3  :  There  the  apotth  fays,  tei 
{very  one  pUafc  hU  tsigbhtotr  fir  Ml  goody  ftt  f- 
dtjicatitHt  fir  two  Ckrtjt  plr&fti  zQi  UmfiJf, 
and  here  he  fays,  even  us  J  fiafi  nit  in 
ai’i  things,  ntifcekh ig  mint  eww  t?,e 

trsiti  of  1 atf/fv",  f+xt  iZ*y  way  is  fired :  Bi  je 
Vql.  IV/  f 


E  3. 

filkwn  of  me,  even  as  T  alfi  am  of  Cfr,?* 

|  Either  the  apoltle  here  fpeaks  of  osly 
the  beuer  part  of  the  chinch;  or  e^fe  c^l 
{Map  muff  admit  of  foroe  rtflriflfori,  as  Ic 
doth  very  cfirn  in  orl'fr 

pLcrt*  and  mi>li  relate  to  things  fHflrrtnc 
from  ihoft,  for  which  he  before,  and  after- 
wards  hlamed  them,  and  about  which  it  U 
not  to  be  feppofod  that  he  had  giver*  them  no 
direflfonS;  Key,  jn  apportion  to  their  gir-f* 
alufes  of  the  J.uttTs  fupper,  he  cxpttfiJy 
tells  them,  that  he  had  deft veied 
he  h.;d  rescued  tf  ;hi  X.W,  rt Lit  fog  to  that 
li  hu!r' 
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the  ordinances,  as 
l  ctfliTercti  thtm 
til  ycrll* 


3  Huff  would 
baut  you  know, 
that  the  head  of 
cTCry  roan  is 
Chrjfl;  and  the 
bead  of  the  wo¬ 
man  A  the  man; 

and 


thofe  rules  and  orders*  relating  to  the  worlhip  of  God# 
which  I  taught  and  inculcated  upon  you*  and  commit¬ 
ted  as  a  truft  to  you*  by  word  of  mouth*  when  I  was 
per fo nail jr  wkb  you* 

3  But  as  I  find  that  feveral  irregularities  have  fines 
fprung  up  among  you,  one  of  which  relates  to  women's 
laying  a  fide  their  veils*  and  thereby  afliiming  an  air  of 
undue  authority  over  the  mao  f*  under  pretence  of  their 
praying,  or  prophefying  by  immediate  infpirajion*  in 
your  public  aflembltes*  ( ver .  3-)  I  defire  that*  for  reo 
tifying  this  diforder#  ye  would  obferve*  and  feiioufly 
conlttler,  that  by  divine  con  (lieu  tioti»  fuitable  to  the  na¬ 
tural  or<icr  of  things*  the  Son  of  God,  who  by  original 
right*  as  Creator,  has  uni  ver  Cal  dominion  over  all  his 
works,  is,  in  his  incarnate  (late,  and  office  capacity. 
Lord  and  Governor  of  all  mankind*  and*  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  of  his  people*  as  he  is  the  bead  qftbe  hodyt  and 
bead  ever  ail  things  to  the  church \  {Col  1.  18.  and  Eph . 
t.  22*)  and  that  the  hatband*  according  to  the  natural 
fuperiority  of  the  male  fex,  is  the  head  of  government 
to  his  wife*  who  ought  to  be  in  fit  and  reafonable  fub* 

je&ion 


NOTES, 


hoi*  mtiitattoTi,  -fter*  *3.  and  it  i$>wkb  the 
judkirus  and  en*a£inginfmuMion,  that 
he  here  fweeirat  tkjr  Jpiiitst  (llfft>vcrj  his 
)toon  to  them,  and  takes  oft'  their  preju- 
dices  ajjqinft  the  reproof  he  was going  t»  give 
them,  by  introducing  it  with  fo  friendly  and 
chfJirfwl  a  ir.cmion  of  what  was  com  mend  able 
in  them,  Ein  what  he  here  fays  about  their 
topi «£  the  fruiMnMii  as  he  delivered  them*. 
give*  no  cnuntfnajKe  to  unwritten  or  oral 
traditions;  fiorc  he  fpenk*  only  of  what  they 
thcmfclves  had  heard  him  driver  by  his  *- 
poltolic  authority,  and  Since  we  have  ho  ab- 
it4uic  attaint tt  in  thrie  diflam  ages,  of  any 
thing,  that  he  faid  to  this,  or  any  other 
church,  further  (ban  is  recorded  ia  the  holy 
i  crip  hires, 

t  For  undcrfUnding-  the  follosmy  dif- 
coui-fc  and  rea/Wuig  to  ver*  t$*  it  i s  proper 
to  ahferve,  that  though  among  ft  ns,  in  (be 
we  torn  part  of  the  world,  wearing  Lhc  hat 
when  men  appear  in  public*  is  a  to  .ten  offa- 
pciioiity ;  and  being  uncovered  is  a  token  of 
inferiority;  yet  among  the amknt na¬ 
tion*,  women's  wearing  a  veil  was  a  token  of 
noirfty  and  fubjeftioa,  as  in  the  cafe  of  JTe- 
btti :at  Geo.-axiv.  and  men’s  going  un¬ 
veiled  wa s  a  token  of  the  iiipcnority  of  the 
mile  to  tin  female  and  therefore  for 
women  to  throw  oft  their  veils,  and  to  ap¬ 
pear  oprtufaced  in  public  afiLmbiica,  even 
though  ftppofed  to  fpeak  under  divine  in fpi- 
ration,  was  deemed,  by  the  cuftom  of  ihofe 
timci  and  placci,  to  he  aflqnring  la  ak  of 


authority,  which  belongs  only  to  the  man, 
and  an  inverting  the  order,  in  which  the 
God  cf  nature  has  placed  the  two  fexts.  This 
is  what  die  apoftlc  argnes  agaiaft,  and  infills 
that  all  proper,  and  c/pcc tatty  tigni&ative 
figns  of  diftincHon  arc  to  be  preferred  by  the 
woman,  even  frppofeg  that  Hie  prays,  or 
prophecies,  which  feme  think  here  fign'ftks 
uttering  facrcd  hymns  in  public  aftcmblH*, 
under  an  immediate  afflatus  of  the  fpim;  (fee 
Mr  7 Merf/s  works*  p,  77,  fred)  and  chat 
this  gives  no  difpenfttuMi  ta  the  contrary ; 
Ami  it  is  plain,  that  he  here  refers  only  10 
womens  publicly  paying  or  prophefying  ty 
i&fplratiaH;  bcaufe-hc  reckons  thefe  a  mo  r/g 
the  mra6r£mnj  gifts  of  the  fpirit,  In  dtp. 
ziu  and  xi**  r, — 3*  *  and  became,  u\ 
the  ordinary  centfe  of  things,  at  leaft,  he  for¬ 
bids  women*;  fpeak  fog  in  the  church,  and 
that  for  the  lame  rtafen*  a*  be  hem  orders 
that,,  when, they fpcik  by  a  fipcrmraralglft, 
it  (hotdd  be  with  tbeirvtifo  on,  imV  to  main¬ 
tain  the  natural  ftbordi nation  of  their  fex  to 
the  man1*,  that  they  might  not  behave,  as  if 
they  were  on  a  level  with  him.  Chap.  xiv, 
34-  3J,  and  t  Tim-  ih  1 1, 13.  (See  Mr  Jack's 
ivote  on  the  text  before  cl)  And,  perhaps, 
the  practice,  which  the  apoftta  here  inveigh¬ 
ed  agahift,  was  taken  up  in  imitation  of  t^e 
heathen  piiefteftcs,  who  paid  tlieirdevoiinnji 
with  their  hair  dltbereUed,  or  hanging 
upon  their  fhoulders  at  full  length.  See  P^ 
raw?  and  H^tej  on  the  place* 
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uid  the  btad  of 
Cbrtft  is  God. 


4  Every-  min 
praying  or  pro* 
phd'yii.gj  having 
jit  head  covered, 
diihoDDureth  hit 
head. 


|  But  every  wo¬ 
man  that  pnycth 
or  prophetic!  h 
with  jkrbcadun- 
enrertd,  diflio- 
noureth  her  head; 
for  that  ts  even 
all  one  as  if  flic 
were  fhaveo* 


6  For  if  the 
woman  be  not 
covered*  let  her 
alio  be  fharo :  but 
if 


jection  to  him  ;  {Gen *  in*  1 6.  and  Epb-  v.  23,  24.)  and 
that  God  the  Father,  who  has  put  all  things  under 
Chrift’s  feer,  has*  in  that  confidcraticm,  a  fuperior  au¬ 
thority  over  him  *»  who,  as  Mediator  in  human  nature, 
is  fabjeffc  to  the  Father,  {chap,  xv.  27,  aS.) 

4  As  therefore,  according  to  the  well  known  cuftoih 
of  thefe  Eaftem  nations,  it  is  university  acknowledged, 
that  veiling  rhe  head  is  a  badge  of  modelly  and  fuhjco 
tion,  and  that  being  unveiled  is  a  fign  of  luperiority;  fa 
every  man,  who,  by  ao  extraordinary  gift  of  the  fpirir* 
(fee  the  note  on  t ter*  3O  leads  the  worflup  of  the  church 
in  prayer,  as  their  mouth  to  God}  or  in  preaching  and 
exhortation,  as  his  mouth  to  them,  for  edification  and 
confolation,  with  a  veil  upon  his  head,  or  any  covering 
on  his  face,  that  denotes  inferiority  and  fubje&ion  to 
them,  vo  and  for  whom  he  fpeaks,  reflects  a  dishonour, 
upon  Chrift,  his  political  head  (wr*  3*)  +  who  has  gi¬ 
ven  him  all  the  authority  that  he  has  any  claim  to, 

5  But,  on  the  contrary,  every  woman  who,  even  un¬ 
der  an  afflatus  of  the  fpirit,  pours  out  her  prayers  in 
public  to  God,  or  delivers  exhortations  to  the  people, 
with  her  face  unveiled,  or  in  any  fort  of  drefs  that  be-* 
tokens  a  fuperionty,  or  equality  at  lead,  to  the  male 
fex,  (hews  a  difrefpeft  to  the  man,  as  if,  on  accountof 
her  being  under  divine  infpi ration,  (he  were  not  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  moiled  fubjeftion,  which  (he  owes  to  him, 
as  her  political  bead:  ( ver ,  3*)  For  laying  afide  hec 
veil  is,  in  elfe£t,  the  fame  thing,  with  regard  to  this 
point,  as  if  flic  were  tocut  off  her  hair,  or  cut  it  fnort  \i 
and  fa  wear  it  in  the  diftinguifhing  form  of  the  mnn’s, 

6  If  therefore  the  woman  would  throw  off  the  garb* 
and  guife  of  fuhjeftion,  by  laying  afide  her  veil,  even 
let  her  dip  her  hair  fiiort,  jail  as  the  man  doth :  But  if 
as  every  one  knows,  it  would  be  an  indecent,  bold,  and 

immedett 


NOTES, 


*  When  Qodis  Grid  to  he  thlcndcf  Chr$, 
i*  relates  to  offiee  conftinwan;  and  uc  an 
no  more  infer  from  thence,  that  they  are  not 
paTuken  of  the  (We  Divine  xatur thin 
that  man  and  woman  are  not  of  the  fame  fc- 
man  when  the  man  i$  fatd  to  be  ih 

had  of  th f  wmm  ;  But  u  there  is  a  differ* 
eaee  in  order  and  authority  between  the  man 
and  the  woman  \  fb  there  is  between  God  the 
Father  and  hisS^n  Jefus  Chrift,  in  tharoon- 
fiihirion,  by  which  he,  in  Ms  office  capacity, 
is  both  head  and  Lord  of  alL 
f  Eythe  man's  and  womtn';  hndt  that  is 
fliiionoured,  force  undertVand  their  own  na* 
total  heads:  But,  is  it  is  not  eafy  toconctlve, 
confiftent  with  the  force  of  the  apoftla's  re*- 
femng,  how  the  woman  diflionnnrs  her  own 
mural  head,  by  frying  afldc  the  r.TStfc,  os 


badje  of  her  fobjefilon  to  the  nrin ;  die 
apotlie  having  in  the  lntfoduflicn  of  his  ar¬ 
gument,  explained  th  hud  cf  th  man  to  Hjf* 
nify  Chrift  l  and  th  had  cf  iht  wmr/u  to  to¬ 
nify  th  man*  in  1  political  feitft,  with  refpeft 
to  authority  or  (/carrirw,  it  fecios  every  way 
moft  agreeable  to  underftand  him,  as  conj¬ 
uring  rhe  ufeof  thefe  termsin  that  explained 
Jfenfe. 

|  Tt  was  the  enftom  of  thole  agw  for  lhtf 
men  wear  their  hairetceeding  rtiorr,  hard¬ 
ly  lower  than  the  tip  of  their  ears,  a?  appears 
from  the  ant Icm  bufts,  ttattm,  and  piftn:es* 
that  arc  come  to  our  knowledge  ;  and  this  is 
what  1  take  the  apofUe  to  mean  by  women's 
being  [haven  or  thorn,  as  a  moll  imlrcrnt 
thing,  according  to  ihe diftmjjultbing  frftuaA 
cl  tbof.  diys*  li  a 
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if  it  be  a  frame 
lor  a  wotn.il  to 
be  Ihom  or  (hair- 
e«t  Ice  her  be  to* 
vered* 


7  For  i  man 
indeed  might  nor 
to  cover  l'h  head, 
forafinucli  as  he 
is  the  image  ami 
flctry  of  ilod : 
but  the  woinan  is 
the  glory  of  the 
man* 


0  For  the  man 
if  not  of  the  wo* 

man  ? J  but  ilic 
woman  cf 
man. 


9  Neither  iva* 
the  man  cvcai&i 
for  the  wi-nun  ; 

hilt  the  woman 

for  the  man. 


io  F'Jt  this 
attic  ought  the 
woman  to  have 
power  on  btr 
had 


im  mod  eft  thing,  contrary  to  all  approved  cuftom,  fora 
woman  to  appear  in  public,  efpecially  in  religious  af- 
fem  biles,  polled,  or  with  her  hair  cut  (horr,  in  the  fame 
diflinguilhmg  manner  as  men*s  arc;  Jet  her,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  keep  on  her  veil,  as  it  becomes  the  female 
fex  to  do,  when  favoured  with  divine  revelation,  as  well 
a$  at  other  times* 

7  Indeed  the  man  ought  not  to  cover  his  head  with 
a  veil,  to  denote  a  fubje£Uon  that  is  unfuitable  to  bis 
fex;  becaufe  in  the  dominion,  which  heisinvefted  with 
over  the  creature,  be  bears  the  image  of  God,  and  is 
therein  to  make  a  fort  of  honourable  reprefemdtion  of 
that  fupreme  dominion,  which  God  has  overall,  and 
which  is  his  glory:  But  the  woman  is  matter  of  glory 
to  the  man,  ;is  he  has  the  honour  of  a  becoming  domi¬ 
nion  over  a  creature  of  fuch  excellent  and  amiable  en¬ 
dowments;  and  therefore  fbe  ought  to  keep  on  her  veil, 
in  token  of  it. 

8  For,  in  the  firft  formation  of  human  nature,  the 
man,  Adam. ,  was  not  created  out  of  the  fubftance  of 
the  woman,  he  having  his  exiftence  hefore  her;  but 
his  wife,  Evef  was  afterward  created  out  of  one  of  his 
ribs.  (Gen*  in  22.) 

9  Nor  was  the  man  originally  created  for  the  (akeof 
the  woman,  who  at  that  time  was  not  in  being;  but  the 
woman  was  created  after  the  man,  to  be  an  help*mect 
and  comfort  to  him;  (Gtn*  iu  i8.)  which  carries  an  in¬ 
timation  of  God's  dclign,  that  the  woman,  who  was 
brought  Ufl  into  the  world,  and  formed  out  of  the  man 
for  his  ufe,  fhouJd  be  in  all  reafonable  fubjeHian  to7  and 
vet  ujurp  authority  over  him*  (i  Tim.  ii.  vi,  12.) 

10  Therefore,  in  a£b  of  public  worftilp  ef* 

pecially,  the  woman  ought  to  have  a  covering  on  her 
head,  as  the  known  token  of  her  modefty^  and  of  the 
mai^s  power  over  her,  in  deference  to  the  fuperior  au* 
thoricy  of  tbofe  melfengera  of  Cbrift  whom  be  has 

fern 


N  o 

.  *  MrLsfh’on  this  v*rfe.faY&,  w.W/fc 

of  thcU  mrds  /J,  /  comjtjs  i  a*  not 
> :  And 'ti*  indeed  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  to  determine  k„  The  generality  of  ex- 
pf  titers  refer  it,  cither  to  the  good  angels,  tin 
wvoiint  cf  the  reverence  tine  to  them,  or  to 
crit  angels,  on  uceounrof  the  clanger  of  remp- 
JhlV^n'  to  pride  and  inimodefry  from  them  j 
1-orh  :hc:e  jo rzs  of  fpiriu  bcin^  frppolcd  to 
1-e  pretty  it  in  religious  ailemblics.  Hut  as 
fjreai  uuvrrtakty  obtain  ty  attend  ttiofe 

i'.onje£*ureaT  and  as  the  (ayyrxoi)  ren¬ 
dered  r-r:ni>rily  ficnifies 

*iid  is  ib  tr^ilb.eU  la  Ltth  \u,  ij!  and  ix. 


T  E. 

$%*  and  i  Cot\  ziu  7*  and  as  the  miniQcnof 
the  feven  ^lurches  in  Afta  are  flyled 
Jfjfu*  h  io*  and  in  Jcvtvai  vcrlb  of  the  t ara 
following  chapters,  the  iirft  Joiic  given  in 
the  paraphrase,  appears  io  me  to  he  mod  il< 
turai,  mod  eafily  intelligible,  and  bed  Cun- 
uefted,  and  of  a  piece  with  the  rrit  of  die  i* 
jk* flit’s  thread  of  argument  on  this  hen!. 
However  I  bavejutt  touched  upon  the  other 
two,  that  the  reader  in?y  take  his choke.  In 
a  text  fo  iutrirate  as  this,  which  has  been 
perplexed*  InftuU  of  cleared,  by  the  imrj 
attempts  that  have  been  made  to  tfiplaio  iu 
Vid.  iW.  Syndp, 


Ch.  ni.  The  Firfl  EpiJHe  to  the  Co&iHTHT  Ane  parapbrafti. 


becauft  of 
the  angdt. 


it  Nemlhe- 
Irh,  neitliefitrlic 
mi ii  *nthwt  the 
wtttfun,  neither 
tin  xomin  ui:h- 
mtt  the  man  in 
(!ic  Lord, 


j-i  For  as  the 
ten 'nan  ii  of  the 
m-iiij  evon  fo  is 
the  mi  l  tfii’o  by 
*he  uhonaa  ;  hut 
it l  things  nl  God*. 


»i  Indge  In 
Vi*:rtsfvet:  l*  it 
<*f'mHytbar  itfo 
man  pray  un;o 
Cod  uncovered  ? 


lent  to  preach  the  gofpel,  ami  prefide  in  chureh  alTcm- 
bires,  that  (he  may  not  idem  to  vie  with  the  man,  in 
the  authority  of  teaching.  And  (he  ought  to  he  the  • 
more  careful  as  to  this,  in  con  Operation  of  the  fuppoied 
prefence  of  both  good  ami  bad  angels  in  your  Chrifli- 
an  affemblies,  that  (he  may  behave  with  a  becoming 
reverence  to  one,  and  may  not  expofe  herfc if  to  fucg.iti* 
ons  of  pride  or  immodefiy  from  the  other. 

11  But  what  I  have  been  faying,  about  the  man’s 
dominion  over  the  woman,  is  not  to  be  continued  as 
tho’  he  were  to  be  an  abfolutt  Lord  over  her,  and.  {lie 
his  Have,  whom  be  might  command  and  rule,  in  an ; 
imperious,  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  manner,  accor- 
dingto  bis  own  will  and  pica fu re.  No;  for  the  man 
can  no  more  be  now  without  the  woman,  than  the  wo¬ 
man  without  the  man  ;  but,  in  their  refpetlive  places, 
they  ate  equally  ufeful  and  neceflary,  one  to.,  the  other 
and  mutually  obliged  to  (tudy  and  promote  each  others 
comfort  and  advantage ;  God  having,  in  the  wifdont 
of  providence,  ordered  that  it  (liould  be  fo ;  (t >er  12  )  * 
and  the  Lord  Chrifb,  who  is  the  head  of  the  man  {yer 
3.)  having  (hewn  equally  bind  regards  to  both,  by  mak¬ 
ing  them  tbe(fubjeiis  of  his  kingdom,  in  which  there 
it  neither  male  nor  female  \  but  they  ore  all  one  in  himt 
{Gal.  iii.  28.)  with  refpctl  to  fpiritual  bit-flings,  with¬ 
out  altering  the  natural  and  civil  duties  of  the  relation 
in  which  they  before  flood  ro  each  other. 

12  For  as  the  woman  was  at  fir  ft  farmed  out  of  the 
man  ;  lb  likewife  all  the  fans  of  Adamy  yea,  the  whole 
human  race  are  conceived  and  brought  forth  by  the  wo¬ 
man  :  and  therefore  they  are  now  the  reciprocal  means 
and  inilruments  of  each  others  being  and  happinefs  ; 
But  God  bimfdf  is  the  firft  caufc  and  ordcrer  of  all, 
who  has  made  the  man  to  be  what  he  is  to  the  woman, 
and  the  woman  what  (he  is  to  the  man,  that  they  might 
difeharge  their  mutual  duties,  in  the  mod  faithful  and 
affectionate  manner,  one  toward  the  other. 

13  Bur,  to  return  to  my  principal  argument,  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  your  own  unbiased  judgment  and  fenfeof  things 
and  would  afk  you.  Is  it  decent  and  becoming  in  a 
woman,  though  under  infpiration,  to  behave  as  if  lhe 
would  invert  the  natural  and  eftablifhed  order  of  God’s 
appointment,  by  putting  off  her  veil,  and  fo  boldly  af- 
fuming  the  air  of  authority,  which  don’t  belong  ro  her 

when 


NOT  F.. 

*  la  tie  Leri  (<»  K-jfia)  ufmlly,  and  1  ap-  and  therefore  I  rov-M  net  think  it  proper  to 
prdiutd  conftaitly  is,  or  may  be,  meant  of  leave  outs  rclucin:<'t'.>  him  la,  liit  |u-.iphtaK; 
Chip,  In  the  mi  merest*  otS'.er  place  of  the  dptcixSIy  iinee  he  ha!  been  mentioned  Le¬ 
tt  cw  Tcftamcn^  where  that  [>hnft  occurs  |  Core,  (rrr.  j.j  attoactTr.eJ  inihUatyiLneiit/ 


14  Both  71 
even  nature  itftlf 
t each  y-'iit,  that  if 
v  man  ha*c  Long 
hair,  it  ha  Ihamc 
lima  him  ? 


i  j  But  if  a  *o- 
m-in  have  long 
hair,  itUa  glory 
to  her :  for  her 
Inir  u  given  her 
for  a  covering. 
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when  the  takes  the  liberty  of  praying  in  public  ? 

14  Doth  not  nature  itfdf,  which  has  made  a  diftinc- 
tion  of  texes,  and  has  prompted  all  civilized  nations  to 
preferve  an  appearance  of  that  diitin£tion,  tell  you* . 
that,  according  to  the  generally  eflabliflied  and  approv¬ 
ed  cuftona  of  the  age,  it  is  an  effeminate  and  degrad¬ 
ing  thing  for  a  man  to  wear  and  difpofe  his  hair  in  the 
length,  drefs,  and  form  of  a  woman’s  ;  fo  as  not  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  her’s  *  ?  This  is  very  unfeemly  and 
unbecoming  him. 

1 5  On  the  contrary,  If  a  woman  let  her  hair  grow 
to  its  full  length,  and  drefs  her  head  with  it,  according 
to  the  common  mode  of  attiring  with  decency  and  fo* 
briety,  it  is  an  ornament  l\ii table  to  her  fex  ;  and  it  is 
to  her  commendation,  that  fbe  keeps  up  the  natural 
fign  of  her  being  fattsfied  with  the  rank,  in  which  God 
has  placed  her :  For  her  hair  was  given  her,  by  the  an* 
thor  of  nature,  to  be  fuch  a  cloathing  for  her  bead,  as 
fhould  be  managed  in  a  manner  diuinftive  from  the 
man’s  that  there  might  be  no  appearance  of  confufion, 
of  texts.  This  argument,  as  has  been  obferved,  (wr, 
5,  6.)  is  equally  ftrong  with  regard  to  the  veil,  or  any 
other  mode  of  drefs  ;  that  betokens  modefly  and  (objec¬ 
tion  ;  aud  therefore  nothing  contrary  hereunto  ought 
to  be  fuffered,  in  your  religious  aflemblies. 

16  But  if,  after  all  that  has  been  urged,  there  be  a- 
ny  of  your  new  teachers,  or  others  among  you,  that 
are  of  a  litigious  fpirit,  and  difpofed  to  contend  for  fo 
prepofterous  a  pra&ice ;  all  that  1  ihall  further  add  is 
that,  as  fuch  a  temper  is  to  he  condemned,  fo  no  fuch 
ufags  is  allowed  of  by  us,  the  infpired  apoftles  of  Chrift 
nor  is  it  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  the  other  New-T efta- 
ment  churches,  whether  confuting  of  JewjJb  or  Gentile 
converts,  which  God  has  made  the  feat  of  ordinances, 
and  honours  with  his  pretence,  that  he  may  be  glorifi* 
ed  in  them }  and  therefore  it  is  bed  for  you  to  have  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it. 

17'  And  {*)  while  I  fpeak  of  perfons  being  conten¬ 
tious,  this  reminds  me  of  fome  other  great  mifraanage- 
mpnts  among  you,  which  are  by  no  means  to  your  ho* 
nour,  or  edification :  Though  I  have,  with  pteafure, 
commended  you  for  following  my  inftruttions  in  other 
things  ;  (fee  the  note  on  ver .  a.}  yet,  as  to  what  I  am 
now  going  to  fay,  I  mull,  with  regret,  tell  you,  that 
inftead  of  praifing,  I  am  conftrained  to  hiaroe  and  re¬ 
prove 

NOTE. 

*  The  pronrifcuou?  drefs  of  both  fexes  was  attend  unnatural  difgnifes,  flee  Ahfvwlh  on 
firfudden  in  c:w  hw  of  Ms/ts,  Dent*  xku.  thatphe?;  sad  the  Uc:veflaJhtJlo^+vci.  ii< 
j*  probabl  y  the  abufrt  that  ici^ht  p.  083* 


lS  But  If  any 
man  feem  to  be 
contentious,  we 
have  no  ftirb  cd£- 
tomf  wither  the 
churches  of  God. 


it  Nov,  in 
\hU  tlui  I  tl&  laic 
T  prtife 
pit  fiet*  that 
you 
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you  come  toge¬ 
ther,  not  for  the 
better,  but  for  the 
worte. 


i3  For^firftof 
ill*  Whsirt  yt 
come  together  in 
the  church,  I  hrar 
t’ut  there  be  di* 
viibns  among 

you  ;  and  l  part¬ 
ly  believe  it* 

to  For  tbra 
mull  be  alio  here* 
ties  among  yoa; 
ihat  they  which 
are  spproved  may 
be  made  nunifrit 
among  you. 


iC  When  ye 
Cr>me  together 
there  fore  into  oue 
ihts  'ts  not 
to 


prove  you*  becaufe  ye  are  fo  very  diforderly  in  your  re* 
ligious  meetings,  that  they  turn,  not  to  your  fpiritual 
profit,  and  the  glory  of  Chrift ;  but  to  your  great  hurt 
and  the  dtftionour  of  his  name. 

1 8  For,  m  the  firft  place,  when  ye  meet  together  in 
a  church  way,  for  the  celebration  of  facred  ordinances 
I  am  informed,  ( chap *  i.  u.)  that  ye  fall  inco  parties, 
and  fo  make  fcbifnis  among  yourfelves*,  to  the  breach 
of  order,  peace,  and  brotherly  love;  and  I  have  too 
much  reafon  to  ^redit  the  reports  I  have  heard  of  it,  at 
lead  as  to  Tome  part  of  you. 

19  For  conGdering  the  depravity  of  human  nature, 
and  how  bufy  fatin  and  his  in  liniments  are  to  fow  fares 
among  the  wheat,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  hut  that  as, 
in  the  event  of  things,  our  Lord  himfelf  has  foretold 
us,  it  mull  needs  be  that  offences  comej  ( Matth  xvtii* 
7.)  fo  there  would  be,  not  only  factions  and  fchifms  a- 
raong  you,  hut  atfo  great  corruptions  in  doctrine  and 
worfltip,  which  wicked  and  defigning  nten  would  intro* 
duce  to  the  fubverting  of  the  Chriflian  faith  and  prac¬ 
tice*,  (2  Pet*  ii*  t*)  God  fuffering  it  to  be  fo,  in  his 
wife  and  holy  providence,  and  over-ruling  it  to  this 
good  ead,  that  fmcere  helievers  in  Ohrid  may  be  tried, 
and  proved,  and  Aline  with  the  greater  lu  A  re,  as  ap¬ 
proved  of  him ;  and  fo  be  the  more  evidently  diltiu* 
guiftied  from  nominal  proftflbrs  and  hypocrites* 

20  This  factious  fpiric  has  introduced  another  very 
criminal  mtfdemeanour  in  the  mod  folemn  pans  of 
worftiip  y  when  we  profefledly  meet  together,  as  Ncw- 
Teftament  churches  ufe  to  do,  in  one  place,  for  ccle* 
hming  the  Lord’s  Supper  t,  which  be  inftituted  to  be 
a  memorial  of  his  death,  the  way,  in  which  many  of 
you  manage  oq  thofe  occaGous,  is  fuch,  as  really  is 


N  0  * 

*  It  It  plain,  that  hy  dwtim,  or 
i?%99f*xU)  the  apoftfc  does  not  merry  any 
ftptraf&i;  from  the  rhurcb,  but  uncharitable 
uni  di  (Orderly  di  villons  in  ii  i  For  the  G&in* 
continued  to  be  one  church ;  and,  not" 
ttidUhnJing  all  their  ftrifes  wd  <fifagr«~ 
ments,  there  wa*  uo  reparation  in  the  exter¬ 
nal  communion  of  one  factious  party 
from  another :  And  it  is  >n  this  feofe  of 
in  ibt  cb*tcb>  and  not  of  ranfing  tfjf 
frtm  ifj  lhat  he  ofes  the  word,  chZjU  i-  JO* 
.ltd  xii  %  which  are  the  only  places  in  the 
he  n  Tclhment,  betides  this,  where  thnrcb 
fitifat  m  mcurioncdi  The  fcriptme  notion 
therefore  of  this  (in  is  a  different  tiring, 
fnm  that  orderly  ftpararion  from  corrupiol 
churches,  which  later  ages  have  ftigmaiized 
wt*h  hideous  outcries,  as  feUfm  j  and  have 
nude  an  eojiiic  vf  the  grciteft  truckm*  op- 


prefltont,  and  murders,  that  have  troubled 
the  Cltriilan  wurU. 

f  I  ice  mo  jud  reafon  to  fiippofe,  as  many 
do,  that  the  apoftk  here  refers  to  the  hue 
fenjU  :  For  lie  mentions  only  the  Lerfs  fstp- 
fert  and  all,  that  he  fp^ksof  afterwards, 
admits  of  an  eafy  application  to  their  gro£ 
irregularities  J‘n  partaking  of  that  ordinance, 
while  ninny  of  thofc  things  Can  admit  of  Da 
other  co ntfmdtion,  as  may  bejecn  m  their 
places :  And,  for  tbc  care  af  their  abufci 
of  it,  he  brings  them  back  to  the  origin*} 
in  Git  nt  ion  of  the  lord’s  flipper;  (ver,  13-^ 
17)  am!  then  directs  them  how  to  rdebrate 
it  to  fuch  a  manner,  as  mi^ht  prevent  ilicir 
ti>  miworfliily  receiving  it*  (vtr*  *8—34.} 
But  if,  after  all,  any  fhouid  think  that  the 
upolJHe  meant  tha  hv?  fejfht  what  he  here 

i'*y&  a q  great  v'ommeiularioji  vf  tHeuw 
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t»  at  the  Lords  partaking  of  that  (thine  ordinance,  according  to  the 
/upper.  true  nature  and  dcfign  of  its  Inftltution,  but  is  turning 

it  into  another  fort  of  feftival,  than  Chrift  intended. 

*i  For  inert-  21  ^or  *n  Jour  difimlerly  manner  of  keeping  that 
every  one  tek*  fpiritual  and  (acred  feaft,  ye  cat  and  drink,  as  though 
*»h  before  «».wr  jt  werc  appointed  for  the  refreihment  of  the  body,  ra- 
and*one  U^hon-  *her  than  of  the  foul:  Inftead  of  the  whole  church's 
gryT  and  another  partaking  of  one  bread,  {chap.  x.  1 6,  17.)  in  teftirno- 
i>  dmuken.  ny  of  their  cortimuning  together  with  brotherly  love, 
and  of  their  having  joint  fclluwfhip  with  Chrift,  each 
party  bring  their  own  provifion,  and  eat  their  own  flip¬ 
per,  when  it  is  ready  for  them,  before  another  eats 
theirs:  And  inftead  of  taking  only  a  little  of  the  bread 
and  wine,  which  is  enough  to  anfwcr  the  end,  Come  of 
you  make  a  full  meal,  contrary  to  the  plain  dcfign  of 
the  inftitution,  which  was  at  the  clofe  of  the  pafcbal 
/upper,  after  the  hunger  of  the  difciples  had  been  fa* 
iisfied,  by  their  eating  at  that  feftival :  (fee  the  note  on 
Mark  xiv.  21.)  And  as  there  is- a  great  difference  in 
worldly  cir cum  (lances,  between  fome  and  others  among 
you  i  fo  they  who,  through  their  poverty,  are  incapahle 
cf  providing  for  thenafelves,  are  negleQed  by  the  reft 
and  go  away  as  hungry  as  they  came,  while  the  rich 
bring  plentiful  entertainments  for  their  own  and  their 
-  friends  ufe,  and  eat  and  drink  to  the  full  *,  if  not  to  a 
degree  of  excefs,  and  that  at  a  time  when  they  ought 
to  be  moft  fober,  felf, mortified,  and  ferious,  and  to  ex* 
ercife  a  compaffionate  love  to  Cbrift’s  poor,  m  diftri- 
buting  to  their  relief. 

** What? bar#  22  What  an  incongruous,  ahfurd,  and  fcandalous 

ys  not  huufa  w  practice  is  this  1  if  feaft  mg  to  pleafe  and  fatisfy  animal 
and  to  (inn*  naturc  be  your  defign,  have  ye  not  f  families  to  eat 
and  diink  in  for  this  purpofe,  privately  at  home  ?  Or 
do  ye  think  fo  lightly  of  the  church  of  God’s  own  in- 

ftitutioa 


NOTES. 


*  A*  the  word  finretimes  figiii* 

fie?  cnlf  to  diiuk  fo  free!/  as  to  chcjr  the  fpi- 
jvs,  a  lid  is  rendered  vkH  dwiiL 
Joi*  ii- 10*  and  U  ukul  by  the  Jkvtntj  modi 
111  theAmefcnft,GttJ.  liiii.  34.  tndCj*/.  t*  1, 
there  U  no  neccftiy  of  thinking  that  any  of 
IhtCM^nifed  fo  make  thcmielYCt  drunk 
at  the  Lord's  fupper  bi1!  they  at  Wed 
themfclvcs  n  loo  great  a  liberty  of  drinking 
there;  and  perhaps  took  erKouiagemem  to  h, 
bccauftf  he  J ws  were  wop  I  to  do-  fo  at  the 
leftover,  and  the  heathen*  at  their  fnfli  on 
their  fkrificc*  ;  and  yet  their  ClirlAian  prin¬ 
ciples  arid  profeflioi)  might  retrain  them 
from  thofe(klrari;l  cxetJJcswhichbof  hTSruu 
and  JleaiUti  j  rao  in  to,  on  thoft  octafrofis, 
t  As  in  ft hpfijrc  noiliuig  is 

n scjx  Cgi:;muD  lhanfer  tu  tfgnify  f*. 


mb c$f  it  fcem*  more  natural  to  take  hcvftt 
in  that  fen  ft  here,  in  opposition  lo  church 
dhtrMtit  which  had  been  fpoJten  of  JnS  bc- 

fljrt,  w,  itf— than  to  iTndcHHnd  hou- 
fn  in  the  literal  fenfe,  in  oppofition  to  the 
pfflce,  where  the  dmrch  met  log rther :  And 
ja  the  Chriftkna,  in  theft  days  of  perfora¬ 
tion  could  hare  no  ftated  places  ihat  were 
peculiarly  fa  apart  for  religious  werfhip,  hai 
met,  as  they  had  opportunity  in  ptinitbou- 
f«,  I  cannot  think,  with  Mr  1 efiph  Af tity 
(VoL  l.  p*  405,  &c>)  that  the  fiery  they 
met  :n  h  here  called  the  chmh  of  Gad*  fo 
evidently  contrary  to  the  11ft  of  this  phrjft 
io  this  epiftlc,  chap,  i*  1*  s,  31.  and  xt.  !>, 
and  in  all  other  pans  of  the  New  TeRamcrr. 
Sec  Dr  Cbajint/i  ErJtjU  kJntdc&i&}  p*  14- 

— Alt 
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in  1  or  dcfpifeye 
lKc  cburah  of 
Ccd,  andfhaiDC 
them  that  haw 
not  l  Wiui  Dul) 

f  fay  to  yw  ? 
fit  all  I  pm  ft  you 
in  thtj?  1  piiift 

nut. 


Aitution,  for  the  celebration  of  divine  ordinances  in 
their  folemn  affemblies,  as  if  common  and  facred  things 
were  to  be  blended  together  in  its  ad  mini  ft  rations,  and 
its  poor-members  were  to  be  thought  beneath  your  no¬ 
tice,  though  they  are  as  dear  to  Chrift,  and  coft  him 
as  much  to  redeem,  and  have  as  much  tight  to  this  ho¬ 
ly  ordinance,  as  the  rich  i  And  are  ye  minded  to  ex* 
pofe  and  dilcouragr,  and  to  poor  contempt  and  (corn 
upon  fuch  members  of  the  church,  as  have  no  provi- 
fioos  of  their  own  nor  are  admitted  to  partake  of  yours  ? 
What  (hall  l  fay  to  fuch  an  extreme  diforder  and  cor¬ 
ruption  among  you,  as  this  ?  Shall  I  commend  you  for 
it,  as  1  did  for  your  following  my  orders  in  other  things  i 
(ver,  i.)  No,  by  no  means  •,  in  this  particular  I  can¬ 
not  do  it,  hut  mult  faithfully  reprove  you  $  fincc  here¬ 
in  ye  have  in  Head  of  keeping,  notorioufty  departed 
from,  what  1  delivered  to  you  about  this  very  ordi¬ 


nance. 

,  3  For  t  hive  13  For  though  I  was  not  prefeut  when  our  blefled 
teetirtd  of  the  Lord  inAituted  this  holy  fupper,  and  celebrated  it  with 
iAidSv^ed^-  bis  difciplcs }  {Matth  xxvi.  ?<5,  (sc.)  yet  that,  which  I 
u»  you,  That  the  have  received  concerning  it,  by  immediate  revelation 
Lord  Jefos,  the  from  Jefus  Chrift  bimfelf -y  (Gab  i.  12.)  and  that,  which 
wbieh  he^wM  be-  ^  accordingly  communicated  and  recommended  to  you, 
took  for  your  religious  obfervation,  when  I  preached  the  gof- 
hrcaj |  pel  among  you,  ami  brought  you  into  a  church  Aate, 

(chap.  iii.  6.  and  Jftt  xviii.  7—11.)  was  this,  that  as 
the  Lord  Jefus  is  the  great  head  and  king  of  the  church, 
and  only  has  a  right  to  institute  divine  ordinances,  and 
demand  our  obedience }  lo  in  the  very  night,  on  which 
Judas  perfidioufly  betrayed  him  into  the  bands  of  his 
enemies,  in  order  to  his  being  crucified ,  he  took  a  loaf 
or  cake  of  bread  into  his  hands,  at  the  clofe  of  the  paf- 
chal  fupper,  to  intimate  that  he  was  going  to  fet  it  apart 
to  fome  further  facred  ufe ;  He  did  this,  I  fay,  the  very 
fame  night,  that  he  might  feal  his  TeAament,  juA  be¬ 
fore  he  died,  for  rhe  confirmation  of  our  faith  ;  that  he 
might  fliew  how  willing  he  was  to  undergo,  and  keep 
in  view,  the  extremeA  of  his  fufl'erings  in  his  near  ap¬ 
proaching  death,  and  might  tcAify  the  greatnefs  and 
conA&ncy.  of  bis  endearing  love  to  the  church,  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  their  comfort,  even  while  he  was  going,  in 
the  moil  terrible  manner,  to  bear  theii  (ins  and  forrows ; 
and  that  he  might  the  better  engage  their  love  to  him, 

.  and  their  after  notice  of,  and  value  for  this  affeding 
ordinance,  as  the  token  of  a  dying  friend. 

„  And'wta,  24  And  when  he  had  prayed  over  the  bread  for  a 
fee  had  p**n  blcfiing  upon  it,  with  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  ricb- 
thuifct  ts 
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thanks,  lie  brake 
rtt  and  laid,  take, 
eat;  this  is  my 
body,  which  La 
broken  for  ybn: 
(his  doia  rcnwn- 
bianct  of  me. 


i  j  After  the 
£uue  manner  alio 
Ae  /oat,  the ,  cup, 
when  he  had  flip¬ 
ped*  frying,  (his 
cup  is  the  nee 
teftament  in  my 
blowl:  thudoye, 
as  oU  as  ye  drink 
it 


«  of  bis  love  and  grace,  and  fo  fet  «  apart  for  the  in¬ 
tended  holy  ufe  ;  he  then  brake  it  into  feveral  pieces, 
for  each  of  his  difciples  to  eat  of  it ;  and,  at  bis  deliver¬ 
ing  it  out,  be  faid  to  them,  take  and  ear,  thereby  in¬ 
ti  msting  that  it  was  designed,  and  given  for  tbeir  fpi- 
ritual  benefit,  and  that  they  ought  to  receive  and  feed 
upon  him  by  faith,  which  was  figoified  by  thofe  aft  ions  ; 
and  further  to  explain  his  meaning,  he  added,  this 
broken  bread,  which  1  have  now- Separated  to  facramen* 
tel  nfe  *,  is  the  fymbol  and  reprefentation  of  my  body, 
which  is  juft  now  to  be  crucified,  pierced,  and  wound¬ 
ed  for  your  iniquities,  as  fullering  in  your  room  and 
flead :  Take  then  and  eat  of  this  Symbolical  bread,  in 
a  believing,  bumble,  joyful,  thankful,  and  obedienti¬ 
al  remembrance  of  my  dying  love;  of  the  extremity  of 
my  fullering  on  your  behalf;  of  the  deliverances  and 
bleffings,  which  1  have  thereby  procured  for  you;  and 
of  the  obligations  to  love  and  duty,  which  1  have  there¬ 
by  laid  upon  you. 

25  In  like  manner  he  took  the  facramental  cup  into 
his  hands,  after  be  and  his  di Triples  bad  eat  of  the  bread; 
and  then,  having  alfo  fet  that  apart  by  prayer,  (Mark 
xiv.  23.}  he  faid  to  them,  the  wine  in  this  cupfignifies 
and  reprefents,  and  is  to  be  the  (landing  memorial,  by 
my  inftitution,  of  the  blood  which  I  filed,  with  agony 
in  my  foul,  for  the  confirmation  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  the  pu rehab ng  of  all  the  good  things  con¬ 
tained  in  it;  which  covenant,  as-all  it’s  promiled  bJef- 
bugs  depend  upon,  and  are  to  be  enjoyed  by  virtue, 
and  in  confequence  of  my  death,  may  be  called  the 
New  Tcilament  put  in  force  by  it:  Drink  f  ye  alief 


NOTES, 


•  That  the  pronoOncing  of  (heti:  words* 
Tffs  is  my  hrfyr  if  not  the  form  of  conLrcn- 
lion,  as  tfcc  Fapljh  pretend*  is  evident  i  he- 
caafr  Chrifthid  his  difcipltt  t&H  and  be¬ 
fore  he  pronounced  thole  words  ;  br,t  it  is 
wyahfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  he  (houLH  order 
them  to  rake  And  cat  the  bread,  before  \t  was 
con  fee  rated*  Betides,  the  words  of  confem- 
tion  or  hlefEnjj*  that  .are  pro  non  seed  by  the 
mmifter,  mufi  be  Ipokcn  to  Gadt  in  a  way 
of  prayer,  that  be  would  make  the  bread  to 
be  (bat  to  os,  for  which  he  has  appointed 
it ;  but  this  is  my  is  fpoken  to  the  ^>ee- 
plct  and  no e  to  God*  and  therefore  can- 
rot  he  the  words  of  confeeration ;  they  on¬ 
ly  xQtrt  what  the  bread  by  blcfling  it,  or 
letting  it  3parrtU  made  to  be  namely,  a  tign, 
repreftnration,  and  memorial  of  the  broken 
body  of  Chrift  and  not  his  very  body  itfclf* 
£ce  thk  note  on '-MtiUb*  xjyi*  acd  ;^.  and 
L>ike  AJiih  ao* 


f  Our  Lord,  at  th$  ctofe  of  the  pafcha! 
Tapper,  commanded,  that  all  his  difeipfts, 
under  the  notion  of  hJa  church  and  family, 
ihould  celebrate  thb  ordinance, 
xxvL  17*)  as  a  figo  and  memorial  of  rhor 
deliverance  from  tin  and  wrath  by  his  futfrr- 
ingr  and  death,  id  like  manner  as  IJrafi  kept 
lite  pttiTver,  in  token  and  corn  me  mo  nit  jun 
of  their  delivaince  from  the  dcAroymj:  an¬ 
gel,  and  from  their  Egyptian  bondage,  (fcW- 

xii  ad*  ay*  and  DwU  aevi,  a,  3.)  Thi*2ctis 
that  the  Lord's  (upper  was  inttituttd  in  the 
room  of  the  paflow*  And  a*  he  exprttily 
ordered,  that  all  bisdtfcipks  fhould  drink  of 
tlicoip,  which  Umortduii  lie  tiiil,  though 
not  more  than  he  intended,  pf  eating  me 
bread;  and  which  the  apoftlo  hero  interprets 
with  a  rctcrcntt  to  the  whob  bodycf  the 
church  at  Cvidth:  This  evidently  (hewshow 
uiireaibBahly  and  facrilcgioufly  the  Pttfiji 
depriye  iht  fttyk  of  tbc^r  directly  cuutw* 

*T 
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i/t  in  remero* 
bruice  of  mt 


if  For  u  oftm 
«  jc  eat  tbif 
bread,  aoddriofc 
this  cup,  ye  do 
Jhew  ibe  Lords 
doth  till  he 
come* 


Wherefore, 

pcyct  ihili 
i  bread ,  m  (1 
ihii  cup  of 
ud  niiwor- 

Hull  be 
of  the  bo¬ 
dy 


this  cup,  (Matt,  xxvi.  27.)  with  this  religious  fenTe  at 
it’s  meaning,  very  frequently,  as  often  as  ye  have  op¬ 
portunity  for  it,  in  a  fiducial,  affectionate,  penitential, 
grateful,  and  felf-dedicating  remembrance  of  me,  and 
of  my  bleeding  love  to  you,  and  of  the  foul  fufierioga 
efpedally,  which  1  underwent  for  the  redemption  of 
your  fouls,  as  your  fubftuute  and  ranfom. 

2 6  Hits  holy  inlUtution  anfwcrs  a  molt  important 
end:  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  of  this  appointed  bread, 
which  is,  in  it’s  own  nature,  bread  ftill,  though  Ggni- 
Tying  Ohrid's  body;  and  as  often  as  ye  drink  of  the  in- 
ditnted  cup,  the  contents  of  which  are  wine  dill,  tbo* 
fignificative  of  his  blood,  which  is  find  for  many,  fir 
the  remffion  of  fins ;  (Matih.  xivi.  28.)  ye  thereby,  as 
in  doty  bound,  do  publicly  declare,  and  openly  avow 
to  God,  to  your  own  confeiences,  and  to  all  tbe  world, 
the  death  of  your  Lord  and  Saviour,  as  that  which  ye 
depend  upon  alone  for  pardon  and  reconciliation,  and 
for  a  gracious  performance  of  all  tbe  promifes  of  the  new 
covenant,  unto  complete  falration;  and  ye  thereby  vi- 
fibly  do  -ft  and  fincerely  ought  to  publilh  to  all  around 

}ou,  that  ye  are  not  alhamed  of,  but  glory  in  a  cr  Deified 
efus,  how  much  foever  Jews  or  Heathensy  or  any  fort 
of  unbelievers  may  defpife  him :  And  this  ye,  as  a 
church  of  Ch  rift,  are  to  continue  to  do,  with  frequency, 
all  the  days  of  your  lives,  as  every  church,  not  only  in 
this,  but  in  all  fuccceding  ages,  is  like  wife  obliged  to 
do,  till  be  lhall  come  again  zusnd  receive  them  to  him- 
ftifi  or  Jhall  appear  Ibe ficoni  timey  without  fin  unto  fat* 
vat  ion.  (John  xiv.  3.  Heb.  ix.  28.) 

27  This  is  the  plain  inflitution  of  Chrift,  the  end  of 
which  I  have  let  before  you  ;  and  therefore  whoever, 
contrary  to  it's  nature  and  defign,  lhall  in  an  ignorant 
and  irreverent,  factious  and  uncharitable,  carnal  and 
fenfual  manner  t>  eat  of  this  fymboKcal  bread,  and 
drink  of  this  fymbolicat  cup  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which 
he  appointed  to  be  taken  and  eaten  and  drank,  in  re¬ 
membrance 


.NOTE. 


Tf  to  the  mod  (pedal  coalman d  bf  Chrift, 
list  ail  the  communicants  (ImU  diwk  ■>(  it, 
a*  ill  the  difciples,  then  prefect,  did;  and 
that  in  the  fame  charaOer  of  dKciplelhip,  in 
which  they  had  cat  of  the  bread,  3f«ri  aiv. 
**.  >]■ 

f  The  verb  hen  rendered 

Indieativclyyf  i«  fieiu,  is  alfo  imperative,  and 
JjjjniHei  flaw  ft ?  accordingly  the  turn  of  the 
paraphnfe  turn  in  both  (enfer. 

t  Aariag  amt  JriitHtg  sutvtritiiy  relates  not 
to  the  unwortbmtft  c'i  yeribui  tt’at  come  to 
the  ford's  topper,  but  to  their  uuviorihy 


manetr  of  receiving  H ;  end  has  a  plain  rtftt. 
cncc  to  the  uncharitable  end  feaodaloos  naif-- 
iMN^oum  of  the  Cvidiuijat  that  oidh 
nance,  which  the  apoftlchad  been  cer  fitting, 
ver.  18,— 1  a.  This  therefore  ought  Ip  be 
no  difeniragemcnt  tn  bamble  (ouU,  as  it  too 
often  is,  that  dnccrelydeGreto  parrikoof  it, 
in  1  holy  manner,  and  id  right  ends,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  infiuwion  of  Chrift;  hnt  Amid- 
t write  their  ferious  concern  to  celebrate  this, 
as  they  akfo  blight  every  other  ordinance, 
with  a  religious  regard  to  its  fpiritual  defigiu 
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Ay  io4  blood  of 
die  Lord- 


iB  But  let  i 
man  examine 
himfeify  ind  fo 
let  him  tatof^ 
bread  and  driul 
•f  that  cup. 


ip  For  be  that 
cateih  and  drink* 
nth  unworthily, 
eateth  and  drink- 
eth  datmurtoti  to 
hiaifdf,  not  dif* 
ctraiagtheLordi 
bodj. 


jo  For  this 
caaJfc  many  arc 
weak 


mcmbrance  of  his  fufferings  in  body  and  foul,  will  in* 
cut  the  guilt  of  proph ailing  this  facred  ordinance,  and 
of  comcmptuoully  treating  the  fin-bearing  body,  and 
the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lord  of  glory,  as  though  his 
death  wm  not  a  propiatory  facrifiee  worth  remembring; 
but  we rea  common  unfan£tified  thing,  like  the  death 
of  other  men. 

28  But,  in  order  to  the  preventing  of  fuch  hainous 
guilt,  let  every  one,  who  would  partake  of  this  holy  or¬ 
dinance,  go  into  a  ciofe  examination  of  his  ftate  before 
God;  of  hia  faith,  love,  and  evangelical  repentance; 
of  the  frame  of  his  heart,  and  courfe  of  his  life  ;  and  of 
his  knowledge  and  fenfe  of  the  fpi  ritual  Ggmftcationand 
ends  of  this  folemn  inftitution  ;  let  him  fee  to  it,  that 
they  be  agreeable  to  what  ought  ti>  he  found  in  a  lincere 
communicant;  and  with  thefe  ferious  enquiries,  and 
gracious  exercifes  of  foul,  let  him  eat  of  the  facra men¬ 
tal  bread,  and  drink  of  the  facramental  cup. 

19  For  he  who,  being  nef^igent  of  all  this,  eats  and 
drinks  at  the  Lord's  Supper,  with  an  unfriendly,  con* 
tenuous,  party  fpirit,  or  with  carnal  principles  and 
views,  fuch  as  have  been  already  taken  notice  of,  (ver* 
18— 12.)  or  doth  it  without  a  religious,  reverent  regard 
to  the  true  nature  and  intention  of  Chri(Fs  appointment 
therein,  eats  and  drinks  not  to  his  own  edification  and 
advantage,  but  to  the  expo  ting  of  himfelf  to  Dome  fe- 
vere  temporal  judgments  in  this  life  *,  as  tokens  of 
God's  righteous  tefcotment  againft  him,  for  not  conft- 
dering  the  death  of  Chrift,  with  a  religious  regard  to  it, 
as  reprefented  in  that  ordinance;  not  making  a  diffc- 
rente  {**  between  thofe  facred  fymbolsofthe 

Lord's  Body  and  blood  for  fpiritual  purposes,  and  com¬ 
mon  food  for  the  refrdhmcnt  of  animal  nature. 

30  It  is  on  account  of  thofe  Oiamcful  diforders,  in 
temper  and  practice,  which  have  been  found  among 
you,  that  the  hand  of  God  already  lies  fo  heavy  upon 
you  f.  From  hence  it  is,  that  many  of  you  are  now,  by 

his 


NOTES. 

*  The  word  (xffps)  Clan  Gated  damnadan^  far  their  abofes  of  that  facred  ordinance 
properly  and  primarily  dgniftes  judaweaty  and  triU  them,  wr.  31.  that  whin  they 
and  is  ufed  for  temporal ^3gmcnty  in  1  Pet*  thgsjfadjyrd,  they  mere  ehaftened  of  th  tW, 
b„  f  and  often  bytbe/rvM/j,  as  in  Dent,  that  they  /houla  not  he  condemned  with  re 
xxx ii.  41.  and  KzcL  v.  ST  iq,  sy,  and  is  e-  t world:  This  oppofc*  judgment  to  jfca/m- 
vidently  to  be  thus  underftood  here,  and  not  demnathn;  and  imimates  that  fomr  nf  t Kr , 
of  eternal  damnation^  as  re  any  bondl  and  tru-  at  leaft,  who  were  vifited  with  tbofc  > 
iy  gracious  fools  have  taken  it,  to  ihc  terrify-  ral  judgro^nis,  were  the  children  Of  Ucd, 
iog  of  their  fpirit*,  and  diffOUra^uk^  their  asil  wotikL  be  eternally  lived, 
approaches  10  the  lord's  table:  For  the  a-  -j-  It  is  not  im  probable  but  that,  is  Wc 
piiHc  explains  his  meaning  in  the  uestverfe,  have  apprehended,  Cerintb  vts  then  trtjrrl 
where  he  iolUnces  in  temper* %i  iudgmexth  with  an  epidemical  and  mortal  difeafe;  &■:! 
vthkh  had  befallen  many  of  die  cVr xh^jss,  that  the  apofUe  mi$Ut  know,  by  immediate 
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wal  lod  licklw 

inuit  pi,  and 
nuny  Jlfep. 


jt  For  if  we 
«<)(■!<{  judge  our- 
Iclrci,  uc  (Tiould 
not  be  judged. 


31  But  when 
we  are  judged  we 
are  chaftened  of 
tlie  Lord,  that  we 
til  siild  not  be  con-, 
lirmned  with  the 
world. 


33  Wherefore, 
my  brethren, 
when  yecome  to¬ 
gether  to  cat, tar¬ 
ry  one  for  aiw- 
l.ier. 


his  awful  judgments,  in  a  west,  Geliy,  and  danger¬ 
ous  ftatc  of  health  \  and  many  others  have  been  cat  off 
by  *  death  :  Take  heed  therefore,  left,  for  the  like  caufc, 
God  ftiould  come  out,  in  ftill  further  ways  of  righttouf- 
nefs,  againft  you. 

31  For  were  we  fenoudy,  ftriftly,  and  confcienti- 
oufly  to  fearch  into  our  own  conduft  in  this,  and  all  o- 
ther  cafes,  by  comparing  it  with  the  word  of  God;  and 
were  we  thereupon  to  pafs  femence  upon,  and  condemn 
ourfelves  for  what  is  amifs  in  us,  and  with  penitent 
hearts  to  cor  reft  it,  we  (bould  efcape  God’s  fcvere  re¬ 
bukes,  in  the  way  of  his  holy  pro  ride  nee,  for  our  de¬ 
faults. 

32  But  when  any  of  us,  who  are  true  believers,  are. 
in  this,  or  any  other  way,  afflifted  by  terrible  things  is 
righteoufnefs,  we  are  therein  wifely  and  mercifully  cha- 
ftifed  of  the  Lord,  in  a  fatherly  manner,  to  the  end  that 
we  might  be  brought  to  repentance,  and  not  fnffered  to 
go  fecurely  on,  uncorrefted  and  unreclaimed,  in  fuch 
ways  of  finning,  as  would  be  inconfiftent  with  a  ftate 
of  grace  and  favour  with  God  1  and  fo  'might  not  be 
call  in  judgment,  at  the  great  day,  with  tbe  unbelie¬ 
ving  and  ungodly  world. 

33  Therefore,  my  dear  brethren  in  Cbrift,  take  heed 
of  all  thofe  provoking  abufes  of  this  holy  ordinance, 
which  have  been  fo  notorious  among  you  ;  and,  when 
ye  afTemble  for  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fapper,  ftay  for 
one  another,  that  ye  may  communicate  together  at  the 
fame  table,  and  at  the  fame  time;  and  fo  may  have  a 
truly  Chriftian  fellowfhip and  communication  with  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  with  one  another,  like  brethren  of  the 
fame  family,  and  children  of  the  fame  heavenly 
Father,  according  to  the  real  intent  of  the  ordinance  it- 
felf. 


34  And  if  any 
mm  hunger*  let 
him  tatac  home; 
tKt  ye  come  not 
i-j^otbcrunco  euiv- 
d^unddon.  And 
the 


34  And  33  to  the  ordinary  and  needful  refrefhments 
of  the  body  ;  if  any  of  you  are  hungry,  Jet  fuch  an  one 
fatisfy  his  craving  appetite  at  home}  and  not  think  to 
do  it  it  the  Lord’s  table,  which  was  never  appointed  for 
fuch  purpofes;  that  ye  may  not  meet  together  for  the 
worfe,  (vfr.  1 7*)  even  to  the  aggravating  of  your  guilt* 
and  provoking  God  to  punilh  you  in  the  way  of  bi« 
dreadful  judgment,  («**  w*)  for  your  perverting  the  de- 

NOTE. 


fersbtkui,  that  the  fin*  of  people 

Vrti}  particularly  in  tfet:r  h^rnd  prn[£un;w 
lion*  of  tbe  .Lord's  flipper,  greatly  contribu¬ 
ted  to  the  brb$iii£rdo«rn  of  that  judgment 
Bpon  them*  and  upon  their  city. 

*  bleep  is  1  common  word  in  f  capture*  to 
lenity  the  death  of  men,  whiiit  ti  ii  moil 


frequently  ufed  with  rehtfcm  to  tbe  death  of 
tbe  b:rau«c  there  h  to  be  a  rifing,  or 

awaking  from  the  dci>dfc  b«h  of  iht  juff  arid 
the  unjuft.  Dan  xu,  t+  Rut  frvta  that  die, 
but  never  fuitl  to  /?«pf  taciuft  they  willac* 
VC*  a>Jiu, 
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fign  offo  fid  cant  an  ordinance,  and  celebrating  it  in 
an  unbecoming  and  uncharitable,  carnal  and  factious 
manner*  And  as  to  other  irregularities,  of  what  na¬ 
ture  foever,  which  are  among  you,  and  have  been  men' 
tioned  to  me,  I  fliall  defer  the  confederation  of  them, 
till,  by  the  will  of  God,  I  may  have  opportunity  of 
making  you  another  rifit;  when  I  hope,  by  his  gnid* 
wo  and  bl  effing,  to  let  them  all  to  rights. 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

*WlKie  can  we  find  an  example  without  defeat,  or  an  authority  without  reftne- 
tian,  but  in  (Thrift !  The  belt,  mn  of  infpired  men,  are  to  be  imitated  no  fur' 
ther  than  they  fellow  Him  ;  nor  are  any  commands  binding  upon  conference,  fur* 
ther  than  they  are  His;  But  it  is  matter  of  high  commendation,  to  remember 
all  tiut  is  good  in  his  Tenants  ;  and  to  obferye  tkofe  ordinances  and  command* 
meats,  whkh  they  deliver  from  the  Lord  Jeftis,  How  contrary  is  it  to  the  dc- 
fign  of  the  infpiration  itfelf,  to  fubvert  the  natural  order  of  things,  whkh  God 
bimfrlf  has  dtablHhed !  He  has  made  man  to  be  the  Head  of  the  woman,  in 
feme  degree  of  dominion,  as  (Thrift,  hi  his  office-capacity,  is  the  head  of  the 
man,  and  God  the  Father  is  the  head  of  (Thrift*  How  unfeemljr  and  difhooout* 
able  then  u  It,  for  the  human  fexes  to  change  the  ranks  of  fuperiority  and  inferi¬ 
ority,  which  God  has  ordered  fur  them,  and  the  tokens  of  which  are  to  be  p re* 
fervid  byfkch  difVmguifhing  drefs*  as  nature,  and  the  allowed  cuftoms  of  the 
age  direft  to  1  But  yet,  as  God  has  made  the  man  and  woman  reciprocally  ufe* 
fill  and  neceflary  one  to  the  other,  and  the  wife  is  to  behave  with  modefty  and 
fubjeftion,  in  all  lawful  things  to  ber  hufband ;  fo  he  fhouid  treat  her  with  the 
Utoipft  gentleoefsand  afletfion.— -How  blame- worthy,  nod  injurious  to  the  in- 
ttreft  and  credit  of  religion,  is  it,  for  the  members  of  churches  to  fall  into  a  con* 
tentious,  factious,  and  uncharitable  temper  and  behaviour  towards  one  another; 
and  that  about  practices  which  are  contrary  to  the  laudable  cuftom  of  other 
churches !  And  how  melancholy  is  it  to  thtod:  of  the  benefits  in  do&rines,  that 
will  unavoidably  rife  in  the  church,  through  the  fubtUty  of  Satan,  and  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  mankind !  But,  bldTedbc  God,  that  he  over-rules  all,  to  the  grater 
Improvement  of  true  believers,  and  to  the  more  eminently  dfftinguiihing  them 
from  ftlfe  profeflbrs,--- What  n  gracious  infritulion  is  the  Lord’s  fupper,  whole 
authority  and  love  have  bound  the  frequent  celebration  of  it  upon  the  consciences 
of  ah  his  dtfdplea,  whether  weaker  or  ft  ranger  believers,  till  he  ihall  come  again 
to  judgment !  But  how  careful  (hould  we  be  to  obferv^this,  together  with  every 
other  ordinance,  juft  as  he  has  left  it ;  and  that  in  a  folenrm  manner,  fuitabJe  to 
Its  fpiritual  nature  and  drfgn,  as  a  memorial  of  his  body,  which  was  broken* 
smTof  his  blood,  which  was  fhed  for  us ;  and  not  with  carnal  principles  and 
views,  which  make  it  quite  another  thing  !  How  fcnfclcfs,  and  contrary  to  fit* 
damental  hnguage,  Is  it,  to  fuppofe  that  the  fubftanjcoof  the  bread,  after  it  is 
fet  apart  for  lacred  ufe,  is  turned  into  the  very  body  and  blood  of  (Thrift !  It  ia 
bread  ftill  as  much  as  ever*  And  yet  how  concerned  fhoold  we  be  to  partake  of 
it  with  reverence,  and  with  an  exererfe  of  fuitabJe  graces,  that  we  may  not  eat 
and  drink  unworthily  !  in  order  hereunto,  every  one  ihonld  examine  himfel* 
as  to  bis  apprebenfiona  about  the  obligations  and  meaning  of  this  ordinance,  and 
his  right  to  partake  of  it;  and  when  he  has  good  hope,  through  grace,  that  he 
is  a  true  believer,  and  fioderely  tie  fires  and  aims  at  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and  bis 
own  edification  in  receiving  it,  he  ought  humbly,  thankfully,  and  cheerfully,  to 
approach  the  table  of  the  Lord ;  and  not  he  kept  back  by  terrifying  fears  of  a 
damnation,  which  the  apoftlc  never  meant,  and  which  fuch  a.  foul  is  in  no  danger 
of;  nor  by  fears  of  fuch  temporal  judgments  m  tbislife*  as  came  upon  the  Coric- 
thians,  for  their  fcandalous  profanations  of  the  leered  Jymbols  of  the  body  sod 
blood  of  Chrift*  But  whenever  God  corrects  any  of  us  tor  our  iniquities ;  haw 
happy  ii  it,  if  we  are  only  chaftcLcd  of  the  Lord,  that  wt  may  not  be  condemn- 


Ac  reft  ViU  I 
in  older  when  1 
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ed  with  the  world  !  Alas  1  How  many  things  are  there  oat  of  outer  in  trae  be¬ 
lievers,  and  in  the  churches  of  Chrift  themfelves  ?  and,  what  need  is  there  of  di¬ 
vine  direction  and  influence,  to  reduce  them  all  to  a  regular  Bate,  as  becomes  the 

gofpel  i 


CHAP.  XU. 

.is  the  Corinthian  church  was  greatly  enriched  with  fpiritual  giftr* 
end  turned  them  into  occafims  of  firife  and  euvyt  tbeapfle  confiders 
their  original  at  from  Gods  and  their  variety  and  ufe  for  the  propa¬ 
gation  f  the  gqfpely  arid  edification  f  the  church*  I,— I 1.  lUu- 
ftrates  this  by  an  altufion  to  the  human  bodyt  in  which  every  number 
has  itt  place  and  ufe,  for  the  good  of  the  whcley  i  2,— 2$.  Applet  it 
to  the  church  if  Chrijt,  which  is  his  body,  and  to  the  giftt  of  every 
particular  member t  which  are  to  he  exercifed  for  the  advantage  of 
all  the  refty  27, — 30.  And  clfcs  with  an  exhortation,  to  feek  after 
f  onset  king  jlill  more  exceilcnty  31. 


Text*  FARAFt]SASE» 

^Owwneerising  ■yrO'W,  haring  offered  what  may  be  fufficient  about 
hrcthreOMnU  ,  fhe  diforders,  that  have  been  found  in  your  wor- 
noi  hare  you  (hip,  (chap,  xi.}  I  would  add  fome  thoughts  about  thofe 
aonDt>  fupernatural  qualifications,  endowments,  and  powers 

which,  though  not  in  themfelves  of  a  faying  nature, 
may  be  called  fpiritual  gifts ;  becaufc  they  proceed 
from  the  immediate  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are 
chiefly  feared  in  the  foul,  and  relate  to  fpiritual  things. 
In  thefe  fome  of  you  greatly  excel;  (chap.  i.  5,  7,  and 
xiv.  12.)  hut  are  too  apt  to  pride  yourfeivts,  and  turn 
them  into  occafions  of  ftrife,  envy,  and  vainglory  1 
With  refpeft  then  to  thefe  *,  and  the  perfons  endowed 
with  them,  I  would  fain  have  you  understand  and  confi- 
der  my  Chriftian  brethren  of  whom  ye  have  received  them 
what  their  true  nature  and  defigo  is;  and  how  they 
ought  to  be  ufed  and  exercifed. 

2  As  to  their  original  Ye  can't  but  know,  and  ye 
ought  ferioufly  to  reflect  upon  it,  to  keep  you  humble 
before  God,  and  ro  engage  you  into  a  boly  and  dili¬ 
gent  improvement  of  them  for  his  glory,  that  moft  of 
you  were  Tinners  of  the  Gentiles%  and  lately  were  in  a 
ftate  of  deplorable  daiknefs  and  idolatry,  in  which  ye 
were  drawn,  and  even  hurried  away  to  the 

worshipping  of  falfe  Gods,  and  their  images,  fuch  as 
flocks  and  ftones,  and  the  works  of  men's  hands  which 
whatever  their  devotees  pretend,  about  the  anfwers  gi¬ 
ven  by  their  oracles,  are  juftly  ftyled  fenfeiefs,  dssmh 

.  idols 

N  O i  T  E. 

*  The  word  ('rviviMlixai’)  rendered  ffriival  gifts,  brbg  both  mafeufiat  tad  safer1, 
way  relate  to  ferfies as  well u  thugs. 


1  YtknQ^rthat 
ye  were  Gentiles , 
cjrrid  away  un* 
%>  ibcji  dumb  i- 

d*U 


Lord,  but  bj  tbs 
holy  Gbofh 
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"  T*  idobt  {Habxk*  ii.  18.)  that  can  neither  fpeak,  nor  heart 
nor  do  any  thing  for  their  wprlhippers ;  {P/al.  cxv.  4— 
8.)  much  left  can  they  donftt  fuch  excellent  gifts  upon 
them,  as  ye  are  now  favoured  with :  To  thefe  ye  paid 
your  religions  homage,  even  as  ye  were  induced  to  it t 
by  the  natural  blind  nefs  and  depravity  of  your  own 
minds  by  the  example  of  others,  and  tne  artifi¬ 
ces  of  your  pagan  priefts,  who  were  then  your  leaders, 
and  by  diabolical  impoftures,  that  had  nothing  of  the 
divine  fpirit  in  them,  by  whom  ye  are  now  turned  from 
thofe  idols  to  God,  and  are  fo  richly  adorned  with  his 
fupernarural  gifts. 

j  Wherefore,  3  Therefore,  to  excite  your  gratitude  and  praife  to 

the  author  of  the  b*ppy  change»  that  ie  made  “P0" 

hud  fpeakmg  by  you  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  to  give  you  a  general-  and 
the  fpirit  of  Cod  certain  rule,  whereby  yc  may  (tiding uilh  the  gifts  and 
carfed:  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  from  all  delations,  fuch 

bo  man  cu  lay  as  the  exorcifms  of  the  Jews  *,  and  the  pretended  in* 
rjmLhn*  k  'a*  0>‘ratbms  of  the  heathens ;  as  alfo  to  prevent  envy,  ftrife 
faoSyGiwfb  *  °  and  Preju<J»ces  among  you,  I  judge  it  needful  to  inform 
you,  that  no  one  whatfoever,  be  he  Jew  or  Gentile ,  who 
thinks  or  fpeaks,  under  the  light  and  influence  of  the 
of  the  fpirit  of  God,  can  rejefl  our  divine  Lord  and 
Saviour,  and  talk  of  him,  as  though  he  were  an  im* 
poftor,  abandoned  of  God  ;  or  can  defignedly  detract, 
in  any  refpc&  from  his  glory :  much  lefs  can  fuch  an 
One  work  any  real  miracle  to  confirm  thofe  blalphemous 
Anathemas  *,  it  being  dire&ly  mconfiftene  with  the  de. 
fign  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of  all  his  operations,  to 
infpire  with  any  fendments,  or  communicate  any  pow¬ 
ers,  that  are  oppofite  to,  or  derogatory  from  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  bleffed  Jefus :  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  no  man  can,  from  his  very  heart,  acknowledge 
ChriA’s  authority ;  fpeak  honourably  of  him,  as  God ; 
and  profefs,  own,  and  pTeach  him,  as  the  only  Lord 
and  Saviour,  whom  he  reverences,  loves,  adores,  and 
ferves,  and  on  wham  he  intirely  depends  for  all  falsa- 
tion  ;  much  lefs  can  he  perform  any  miracle,  to  con¬ 
firm  the  truth  of  this  profeflion  of  his  fairh  in  him,  but 
by  the  illumination  and  operation  of  the .  Holy  Spiiit, 
who  comes  into  our  world  on  purpofe  to  glorify  Chrift 

by 

NOTE, 

*  The  Jraifk  nation  denied  that  t lit  Holy  dcftguul  to  confute  the  vain  boaftsoftfce  & 
Ghoft  was  given  to  th cGraitla,  or  dwelt  \±-  orajli;  ^nd  fo  lake  rtf  the  prejudices  of  the 
pon  any  out  of  the  land  of  ffratt;  and  their  believing -jtv?s  agapft  the  Gtimlt  converw; 
£ram^JwereeR«mjefto  Chrift,  and  pretend*  And  yvi*  as  feme  Ot  the  pretended 

cd  to  be  themfeive*  endued  with  the  HoJy  to  iufjri  retail*,  I  do  not  fee  why  we  may  r* 
Ghoft.  (See  Dr  Ligbtfwfs  Hthcu  and  TjJ-  fippofc,  that  he  intended  to  diftfas'-iitb  it*, 
midkaj  extrdtaimsy  wl*  it.  p.  7  So.)  What  opemioc*  of  die  fpirit  fr&m  thofe  frtoJW 
the  apoftlc  therefore  fjys  in  this  veac,  fees*  a  lib*  L 


An^  yvi*  as  feme  Ot  the  pretended 

to  infy!  ration*,  I  do  not  fee  why  we  may  r* 

fippofc,  that  he  interred  to  diftfos'-iitb sfet 
opemkm*  of  die  fpirit  fr&m  thofe  frtoiW 
all*  .  . 
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4  Now  there 
art  dfrerfitfes  of 
ftfrs,  butthe  fornc 
Jpiiii, 


5  And  ihcro 
are  difllituccs  of 
r«rinmu(l tarions  , 
hnr  the  fame 
Lord. 


c  Ar.d  there 

arc  di  verities  of 
^peratioMs,  hHt  it 
is  the  fame  God 
which  worker  h 
all  in  aJL 


7  But  the  ma- 
nifeflarion  of  the 
fpint  is  given  to 
every  tnaato  pro¬ 
fit  withaL 


by  taking  of  his  things*  and  (hewing  them  to  us*  (Jehn 
xvi.  14,) 

4  Now^to  dire£t  the  v[e  of  your  fpiriruxl  endow¬ 
ments,  as  welt  as  lead  you  back  to  ch::h'  original,  it  is 
proper  for  you  10  cwifider,  that  there  is  a  great  variety 
in  the  kinds  and  degrees  of  thofe  gifts,  which  an*  con¬ 
ferred  upon  believers,  and  upon  mini  firing  fentints ; 
fome  being  o£  one  furt,  and  others  of  another ;  feme 
fuired  to  one  particular  end,  and  others  to  another,  and 
iome  more  eminent  and  excellent  than  others  ;  Bur,  of 
what  nature  or  degree  fuever  they  be,  none  of  them 
proceed  from  dhTercnt  fpirits,  but  all  from  one  and  the 
fame  divine  fpirit,  who  alone  bellows  them,  and  ena¬ 
bles  any  perfon  to  exercife  either  of  them. 

5  There  isaifo  a  variety  of  offices,  fervices,  or  mi- 
11  iftries  (-fiw™av)  in  the  chinch,  fome  of  which  are  fu- 
perior  to  others:  {ver.  28,  But  it  is  one  and  the 
tame  Lord  Jefus,  who  has  inlUtutcd  them,  and  baa 
qualified  and-commiffioned  his  fervams  to  fulfil  them  % 
{Epb*  iv*  if,  1  2.)  and  who  appoints  and  calls  fome  to 
one  kind  of  femce,  and  othets  to  another,  when  and 
where  he  pleafes ;  and  they  all  therein  aft  under  his 
authority,  and  by  his  influence,  who  is  their  Head,  Lord 
and  King*  and  therein  minifUr  to  him* 

6  And  there  are  divers  miraculous  works,  powerful¬ 
ly  performed  in  the  discharge  of  thefe  offices  (w r*  5*) 
and  by  virtue  of  theft:  gifto,  ( ver .  4.)  fome  in  one  way* 
and  others  in  another:  But  all  are  owing  to,  and  derived 
from  one  and  the  fame  God  even  the  Father  who  might¬ 
ily  and  effe£tua!Iy  works  by,  and  together  with  his  Son 
and  Spirit,  as  the  original  caufe  and  producerboth  of  alt 
the  abilities,  that  any  perfons  receive  forth em,  and  of  all 
the  good  effefts  that  are  wrought  nponothers  by  them* 

7  But  that  none  may  abufe  any  of  thefc  fpiritual  gift* 
and  offices,  in  th ztxerafe  of  them,  it  is  to  be  conli- 
dered,  that  all  thefe  evident  difeoverics  mu?  demon  ft  ra¬ 
tions  of  the  peculiar  prefence,  light,  ami  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  which  God  the  Father,  and  our  Lord 
Jefus,  a£l  by,  and  together  with  him,  {ven  5,  6 .)  are 
defined,  and  granted  to  thofe,  that  are  favoured  with 
them*  not  for  their  own  private  advantage,  honour,  ami 
applaufe,  much  kfe  to  fwcll  their  own  pride,  and  dif- 
dain  of  others,  nr  to  oceafion  ftrife  and  enwj  hut  they 
are  given  to  every  one  that  has  them,,  for  the  fame  ge* 
neral  ends  and  purpofes,  even  for  the  inflruflicm  edi¬ 
fication,  arid  confiinvition  of  the  church  ;  and  fo  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  whole  myfticul  body  of 
Chrift  {ver.  1  ;<) 
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6  rortoonei*  8  For*  t o  infcutce  in  fome  of  the  principal  of  thcfe 
P'yc.i,  foy  fpi  ritual  endowments*  to  one  perfon  is  freely  given  by* 

the  immediate  agency  of  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  grace* 
thcr  the  word  of  a  clear  underftanding  of  the  great  do&rines  of  the  gof- 
Umc  f  Jdt Pe^  ant*  atl  ability  to  preach  and  apply  them*  with  jiidg- 
mcipint,  ment  and  propriety*  in  the  whole  compafs  of  them*  ac¬ 
cording  to  New  TeiUmcnt  revelation  of  their  glorious 
fyftem,  for  making  others  wife  unto  faWation*  through 
tilth  in  Jefus  Chritl ;  To  another  is  given*  by  the  light 
and  influence  of  the  fame  divine  fpirit*  a  deep  infigfct 
into -the  Old  Teftamcnt  types  and  prophecies  concern¬ 
ing  Chrift*  ami  the  important  things  of  the  gofpcl*  as 
they  are  contained  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  *  j  and 
an  ability  cf  explaining  them  to  others*  and  the  wing 
how  they  arc  accomplished  under  the  New  Teftimentftate: 

9  To  another  is  given,  by  the  fame  Holy  Spirit,  a 
w  To  ancihir  lo  tne  truth  of  the  goTpelj  and  noldnefs  in 

uub.  hy  the  feme  preaching  it,  together  with  a  firm  t;  ufl  in  Chrift  for  all 
<p-rLu  to  another  divine  affiftance  f,  that  fhrJi  he  needful  in  every  dange- 
kg £hy* the  fame  rous  a°d  difficult  fcrvice*  to  which  he  may  be  called; 
ftirivr  To  another  is  communicated  the  gift  of  healing  all 

manner  of  bodily  difeafes,  in  an  inftant,  without  the 
ufe  of  ordinary  means*  for  confirmation  of  the  gofpd, 
by  the  fame  good  fpiriM 

io  To  another  is  given  a  power  of  wot  king  other  mi* 
rfJ  Trtanoiher  raclcs  of  all  forts*  as  there  may  be  occaGon  for  them  to 
inSwlesrnfa^D-  anfwcr  the  like  purpofes  *  fuck  as  infliflmg  immediate 
ito  prophecy ;  and  vifible  pumthments  on  notorious  offenders*  is  in  the 
lo  cafe  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira*  and  Sly  mas  the  forcerer* 
Alts  v-  j,  xo«  and  xiii,  ri.)  railing  the  dead ;  (Afts  viii. 
40*)  and  conveying  the  fpirit  hy  hying  on  of  hands  (Ac!s 
viii,  17*)  to  another  isgranted  thegift  of  prophecy  for 

the 


KOI 

*  The  vjcrJ  cf  and  the  word  rf 

fawA'/w,  ir;Lro^tc  not  only  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  w illi  ilit  til  hies  meant  thereby  ;  hut  al¬ 
io  an  ability  diiwcr  them  to  others  ;  and 
;is  the  gojiiiTof  Chrill,  or  Chri/t  as  rebelled 

l:i  die  guipd,  is  cdled  u'iJSfrjH.  ih*  lalfdam  of 
irjdy  and  the  MnfJiMtof  God  it:  a  nsyjfir^  in 
lids  LpHile,  chap*  i»  ^4.  and  ii»  7,  and 
*'t  w.,J  i  lift  id  of  God,  (Kph*  lib  13.) 

jind  as  b^-"icdv£y  which  may  be  fsppoi'ed 
it*  he  tanirat  by  the  Holy  Cholt.  hi. a  wjv  of 

Cvinp.iri tig  fpiriazi  Tvhh  fyiritvat,  (chap. 

«*  13  )  ^  mentioned  hrre  a&  a  rfitunct  gift 
J  mm  that  i it'  from  that  of  prt- 

y"n>,  vtT  ic,  dud  from  thoio  of  nmchtion 
auj  pfipirev,  cliup.  jdv.  6 .  tllC  itiitmOion, 
yhwi  btiwirccn  all  ihti'e  in  ilie  i'rtraphMfcj 
4*  pToiiabls,  as  any,  that  has  fallen 
niidef  my  ok  Java  Lion.  See  Mifaft*  tor, 
i,  p*  ,  uc,  -aid  Xjc  WhiMy  aa  tliLi 
if  Lev* 


P.  S.  _ 

f  is  here  ranked  among  the 
£mrj  gifc^  of  die  fpirit;  but  m  uudcrilanil 
it  of  Uie  faith  of  m*racUi%  as  is  commooly 
done,  nt  1  ihinJt,  lo  make  it  too  wincidtiU 
with  the  tft'o  »cxJt  memioned  gifts;  the  frith 
of  mimdes  being t  in  cdWt,  the  lame  tiling 
with  tkt  gift  of  beaiiugi  and  /Ac  t forking  vj 
mrades  ;  And  there  lore  I  have  ixnGdcrtd 
all  Uide  Cii;rc/noi;&  in  iui  k  fenfes,  at  ^ 
beft  pre(t;nfe  a  ditiVrente  btlwxtn  tliem; 
yet  have  gtvrr;  fndi  a  view  of  faith,  as  nuir 
be  ranked  iinoiig  the  txJrwrdiitvrj  %if(s  cf 
the  ip  I  nt* 

f  l  rather  chooJV  to  rrAr^in  fropltti  In 
this  place  to  the  Tiarurai  and  And  ;ircrp*r- 
tion  i>f  Uie  uord,  and  that  ftfith  rtb*Mn 
to  a  lofter  fort  of  propheu,  filch  as  A- 
gafal,  who  proplicoed  of  the  fimine  hi 
Jer»fiUm3  and  0/  Pauti  bdns  bound  tiwn^ 

Aitf  audxjj,  w*  II*  ihanw 

'  take 
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to  another  di  f* 
ccrntngof  fpiritat 
to  another  divers 
kinds  of  tongues; 
to  aocrther  the  in* 
terpreUtun  of 
toques* 


it  Butallthc^e 
vorJtcth  tiutunC 
and  the  fclf  ftme 
f^mt,  dividing  io 
tverf  man  fire* 
jaily  as  be  will. 


the  foretelling  of  fame  particular  events,  which,  when 
they  eoroe  to  pafs,  are  like  wife  a  further  confirmation 
of  the  gofpel :  To  another  is  given  a  power  of  difeover* 
ing  what  spirit  men  are  a£ted  by,  whether  of  God,  or 
of  the  devil,  or  of  their  own  warm  imagination  ;  and  fo, 
whether  they  are  true,  or  falfe  prophets  ;  (chop.  xiv. 
9.)  as  alfo  of  difeerning  m'-n’s  tempers,  detigns  and. 
qualifications  ;  (jffti  v.  3,  9.  and  xiv.  9.)  and  knowing, 
by  immediate  fuggefliou  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  are, 
or  are  not,  fit  to  be  employed  in  any  public  affairs  of 
the  church  :  {Afts  xii.  2,  3.)  to  another  is  given  a  fa¬ 
culty  of  fpeaking  any  foreign  language,  immediately  and 
fluently,  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  Grangers  of 
different  nations :  (A£h  ii.  8,  ire.)  To  another  is  given 
a  great  readinefs  of  interpreting,  with  propriety  .and  ex- 
a&nefs,  what  is  fair!  in  thafe  languages,  tofuch  as  min¬ 
gle  in  the  congregation,  and  don't  underhand  them 
( 'ver .  30.  and  chap.  xlv.  13,  27.) 

11  But  whatever  variety  there  is  in  thefe  gifts  and 
powers  i  on  whomsoever  they  are  bellowed,  in  greater 
or  teller  degrees,  or  in  different  kinds ;  and  to  what¬ 
ever  noble  purpofes  they  are  fitted,  defigned,  and  ap¬ 
plied,  they  are  all  evidently  divine;  and,  in  eppofiuon 
to  the  multitude  and  divcrGty  of  the  gifts  themiclves, 
they  arc  all  wrought  by  that  one  and  the  felf-fame  blef- 
fed  Spirit,  whom  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  and  who 
therein  operates  as  a  divine  perfon,  diflributir>g  them  ia 
all  their  forts  ami  mea  fares  to  every  one,  that  has  any 
thing  of  them  refpe&ively,  as  his  own  things,  («*«) 
which  he  has  full  power  iO'"bcftow  feverally,  j u it  ns  he 
pleafes,  and  as  his  own  aft  and  deed;  not  by  cemftraint 
or  necefEty,  but  freely,  according  to  bis  own  will  and 
pleafure,  who  works  as  a  free  agent,  in  all  that  he  doth  jj, 
with  the  fame  fovereignty,  that  is  the  peculiar  preroga¬ 
tive  of  God  himfelf,  (ver.  18.  and  Heb.  ii.  4.)  witli 
whom  it  u  lawful  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own  { Match, 
xx.  13.)  And  the  Spirit  doth  all  this  for  the  benefit  of 
the  church,  as  was  faid  ver.  7. 

Il  For 


NOTES. 

take  it,  mtbe  lawr  fade,  to  fienify  preach*  teihtinns  to  the  divinity  and  ftrfwtfcj 
ing,  or  explaining  text*  of  (enprure  by  an  the  Holy  Spirit;  And  their  being  all  afcribi'i 
ijumedute  illumination  of  the  fpirit,  as  it  u  (vwr.  4*  *,  p  )  Lo  tbc  Father,  and  Spi* 
to  be  underftood  in  cb*p,  xiy*  j.  becaufe  this  rit  m  an  equal  ram:  it  r,  n anally 

\*ouId  too  much  fall  in  with  cither  ibt  -u.vrd  kadi  US  Lo  conccivi-  of  the^SirTwe  Spirit ,  t’:« 
of  mffom,  or  with  She  word  of  k&ou*Udget  fame  Lird^  and  the  Ja*nc  Gwf,  ns  three  ack«* 
mentioned  before,  tier-  6-  rabk  perions  in  the  one  umimded  fi.-HjIn-ui; 

j|  The  fame  fort  of  powerful  operation  or  at*d  as  exerting  one  and  the  jamr  energy  , 
energy,  and  the  iame  freedom  ardfoYerciyu-  and  fb  beiujj,  in  nature- and  nijerd-r-j:*,  <j:  2 
ty,  in  diiinbuiiitp  ail  ihefc  gifts,  art  here  and  the  lame  Or>?.  b'ce  sny  m 
Jlvftbal  Co  the  £uX;rd  i)  this  text  ,  intifW,  W;*  Ht!j  Aft,?:;  a 

a-  are  afciib^d  to  Got\>  r er.  6 .  and  i£.  (m-  _Afj  A  A'V. 

r,  and  lb  are  pU:n  at-  t  a- 
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i  jr  p;?r  ns  the 

Ijtt.fy  is  uni;*  :md 
Ij-idi  m;my  rrwtti- 
ber*,  iiwi  ^ti  :ijc 
im-mbcr;  of  tiiai 
r.nc  body, 
ipjn\%  urt  tine  !rt>- 
ct  :  ip  alio  is 
Cii  ;;ih 


T  \  pfi*  JiVOflC 
A  ii  it  a 1 1  ul  ah 
hr.pkcrd  tsito  one 
body,  vhcbtr 
\it?  tc  Jtvi  or 
Geot'U^'vafther 
w  }-?  or 

f.’c% :  and  han't 
ixen  ill]  made  r ■> 
drink  iiuoo.te  t\i  i* 
lit- 


n  For  as  the  natural  body  of  a  man  is  one  animal 
niblick,  enlivened  and  actuated  by  one  foul*  and  con- 
fifts  of  many  members*  which  have  their  feveral  func¬ 
tions*  in  their  refpecfcive  places,  for  the  advantage  of 
the  whole  ;  but  (*f)  all  the  members  of  that  one  body* 
though  compofcd  of  ever  fo  many  parts,  conftitute  on¬ 
ly  one  human  body;  fo  likewife  it  is  wiih  regard  to 
Chritl  myfiical  **  even  his  churchy  which  is  vitally  un¬ 
ited  to  him*  as  members  to  their  head  ;  and  is  animated 
by  one  and  the  fame  fpiric,  that  refides  without  meafure 
in  him,  { chap *  vi.'  17,  and  John  iih  3^  )  and  is  com¬ 
municated*  according  to  the  mcajurc  of  his  gift ^  to  them: 
{Eph.  iv,  7.)  and  this  fpiritual  ixidy  is.compofrd  of  many 
members*  each  of  which  habits  pariicuiar  place  and  of¬ 
fice*  for  the  edification  of  the  whole;  but  he  they  ever 
fo  many*  and  their  gifts  and  ufes  ever  fa  various,  they 
all  together  make  up  but  one  complete  church,  or  body 
of  Chrtfl; 

13  For  all  of-us*  who  are  endued  with  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  one  ami  the  felf-fame  fpim*  (ver+  it-)  are 
thereby  incorporated  into  one  fpiritual  body,  according 
to  what  was  figniik-d  by  out  being  baptized  with  water, 
and  that  without  any  preference  of  one  ro  another,  whe¬ 
ther  we  be  yrwifh>  or  Gentile  believers ;  and  whatever 
our  civil  fUncm  be  in  the  world*  whether  that  of 
ters*  or  ft-rvams,  and  bomUlaves  :  For  we  are  all  one  in 
Chrift  all  Ice  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  be¬ 

nefits  of  bis  church*  as  AbraharrCs  feedt  and  heirs  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  promife*  (Gal*  in.  28,  29,}  and  we  have 
all  been  nouriflitd  and  refrdlied  by  further  participations 
of  that  cnc  divine  fpirlt*  who  invigorates*  ftrengtheir* 
r*nd  comforts  us,  and  cau:es  us  to  be  of  one  heart  and 
foul*  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  according  towhatis 
lignilled  by  our  vlfible  communion  with  Chnft,  and 

with 


N  n 

*  Cl  r-  fl  ?*>  V  ?  ■  ;■ .?  *t  ;r  %  J  |t  flrTct  fo  II  [l  t 

of  thdl  txpriJiion,  which  com- 
jv-ujW  u£d  ill  i\i\i  uiii;,  U  npj>:iictl  to  Chritf 

,  pt'rj  inal:yJ  and  *yrpir  f  Vt  crufiikrcd 
ni'-tl  iiricUy  fpeaktjiir,  h^nifk-s  tU  his 
jncrotvr-i,  ;is  united  leather  in  faith  and 
1  ve  t.y  !ds  Spirit,  under  him,  and  by  virtue 
of  t  tiniir  to  h:i!'T  a>  ihcii  1k\k! ; 

3;', ,™  bv-'r  Vnt.\  nay  ho  t"  ken  for  -ill  thole 
i\vy.  arc  ri'iWy  urvtid  to  libn  :  So  th;it  cvrry 
(  ik*  or  t/tm  i'i,  as  ir  121  one  01  o  her 

1  f  theio  ooiinit^athms  o\m  them  a  part  of 
*  1  Iss :  ^:t;l  M  \  TO  Ihc  /frrV i>  of  htv: 

// ut  nfiy  (  i,  s  j-3  am]  who 
hi  1  ro  >  m/,  hh 

fh::t  v;c '  ( A  £h  ix.  4.)  In 
ill's  iin  ’o  tl^c;  rl.i.roh  is  n^L  irsmy  bodies 
Lm  Jo.o  in  C.iiij  tu  m?»ibcrc*  vnkcn 


T  K. 

togi?:hirt  make  Sut  one  tmiverfa!  or  catl  t>l:e 
church  under  biin^  as  thtirluaJ,  tho'  fornt* 
ed  io:o  many  purikuuir  tburehe'  for  the  n> 
Id-ratbn  of  fa-ered  ordinann:^  *;n  i  makk.5 
a  r^uUr  folcmii  ptok!Tijn  o;  his  nzr\r% 
And  ail  "ho=^  amon«  them,  iliat  aic  no:  :a 
snd  with  what  they  arc  in  n^rr* 
a  iid  profdJton*  IS  Oiriltians,  sire  only  exter¬ 
na!  and  vifihle  rocmh^is  ef  this  one  bfrfv, 
wlitV,  l"ke  limbs  thaf1.  have  the  dead  pailV^ 
or  like  a  hiind  ryr,  <>rf!-afearT  jKirlsoftliV 
br>dy  whirh  inc  apottle  nifra^cri  in,  vtr.  i  ^ 
they  Luvc  no  vital  and  bcncHdal  umnnarJ 
en minimum  with  the  head?  turf  wish  -Ki  ’-■ 
thcr  members,  thssr  are  imemally 
tunlly  «tnenred  together,  and  partakers  **i 
fpiritual  life  and  w£ol;i-  nom  Chrilt*  rit: 
head, 


cb.  iii. 
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14  For  the  bo- 
£y  11  not  one 
bur  mi- 


i;  If  t\<  foot 
ft  Li  fjy,  tivC-iUlTc 
T  am  not  the 
hart^f*  I  am 
of  the  body ;  is 
}f  the before  not  of 
tJ ic  ? 


ii  And  iftUs 
c*i  fh-ili  fay,  be- 
r-=tifc  lamtiortiie 

eye,  t  am  not  of 
the  U  it 

fhrrcf-'r?  eot  of 
the  body  ? 


ij  Iftbevbole 

fca  Jy^rfarc  etc, 
u'herc  it'ff;'  the 
:  if  ihi 
ur'noLe  hc:i*> 
astjj,  u-herc  were 
the  ? 


t€  R'tt  tiov 
fcith  God  f=t  the 
members  every 
«vie  of  ’hem  in 
the  bodyt  n*  u 
huh  plwiedhi.'S. 


with  each  other,  as  one  body,  in  cur  drinking  of  the 
cup  of  bkfljng  at  the  Lord's  Supper  {Cb&p*  x.  16,  17,) 

14  For  ai  the  natural,  fo  tbc  myihea!,  or  fpiritual 
body,  do  not  con  Hit  of  one  fingle  member;  but  of 

fiy,  fome  of  fuperior,  and  others  of  inferior  ufe  and  ex¬ 
cellence;  and  none  of  them  are  unnecdlary,  b;it  ail 
conducive  10  the  perfection  and  beauty  of  thv  whole, 

15  To  illuftratc  this  by  a  few  plain  instances,  relating 
to  rhe  natural  body,  if  the  foot  (fuppofing  it  were  cupa- 
ble  oi  fpeaking)  fhnuld  fay,  hecaufe  1  am  nor  the  hmd, 
and  lb  can't  work  as  that  doth,  I  am  no  part  of  th#  bo¬ 
dy,  norot* anyufetoit;  would  it  be  reafonahla  to  con¬ 
clude  from  thence,  that  it  is  no  member  of,  nor  any  way 
ufeful  to  the  body?  I:  certainly  is,  for  all  that,  and  is 
neccfiary  to  its  Handing  and  waiting. 

1 6  And  if  the  ear  (he aid  fay,  became  I  am  not  the 
eye,  ami  have  no  faculty  for  teeing,  I  aru  no  part  of 
the  body,  nor  at  all  ufiful  to  it ;  could  any  one  think 
that  therefore  it  is  not  a  member  of  the  bctL%  nor  of 
any  advantage  to  it?  There  is  no  room  for  fuch  a 
thought*  fince,  for  all  that,  the  tar  is  of  vad  feivicc 
by  its  hearing:  So  it  is  with  refpecl  :o  the  fpi ritual  bo¬ 
dy  of  Chrift,  in  which  its  members  of  Ipwcr  gifts  and 
graces  are  as  truly  of  the  body;  arid  ns  needful  to  it, 
in  their  refpetlivc  (Brians,  us  thefe  of  fuperior  offices 
and  attainment*,  for  lVrviug  the  purpofes  of  his  glory, 
and  the  good  of  the  whole  church, 

17  If,  011  one  hand,  a  1 1  the  human  body  were  no¬ 
thing  but  an  eye,  what  would  become  of  the  f?n£ c  of 
hearing?  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  body  were  all 
ear,  formed  only  for  hearing,  what  would  become  of 
the  reft  of  in  fenfe;,  as  particularly  of  its  power  of 
fmdiing,  as  well  ns  of  feeing?  80  if,  m  the  church  of 
Chrift,  all  its  members  had  only  one  fort  of  gifts,  nr 
graces,  though  ever  fo  excellent,  where  would  be  the 
beauty,  plea  Hire,  and  advantage  of  its  jich  variety, 
which  is  as  ueceiTiry  to  rhe  perfctHon  ot  tile  church, 
as  all  the  organs  and  ferries  are  to  "that  of  the  human 
body?  All  tide  would  be  loll,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
whole, 

iS  But  as  in  the  natural,  fo  in  the  fpiritiial  body, 
God  has,  in  fa£t,  fee  and  ranged  every  member  in  its 
proper  place  and  order,  with  fueh  powers,  and  for  Cuch 
ufes  and  frrviccs,  as  in  his  infinite  wih'om  and  good 
picainre,  he  faw  fit  tell  and  belt,  that  rack  of  them  might 
fubferve,  and  be  employed  h>r  the  benefit  ol  the  whole, 
with  a  fuitablt  variety  of  frdruual  qualifications  and  of¬ 
fices,  that  are  needful  fur  it.  - 

0  M.  * 
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tp  And iF they 
vereaUuiiE  m?nw 
her,  V.IHYC  were 
(he  budy  l 


id  But  rt^W 
are  they  many 
members,  yet 
bm  QHt  body. 


\  i  And  the 
rye  cannot  iuy 
Unto  the  hand,  I 
hiTr  nt?  need  of 
thee  7  nor  again 
the  ht-.A  to  the 
fet,  I  hive  i:a 
need  of  yen. 


%x  Kay.71^ 

tnoie  thule 
U.Ti  of  the  i;odjrt 
which  fburn  i*>  he 
ci&rc 


19  And  if,  in  either  of  thefe  forts  of  bodies,  there 
were  only  one  member  for  one  particular  u fe,  how 
could  it,  in  the  firft  cafe,  be  a  proper  human  body  \ 
Or,  in  the  freond,  an  organicai  and  integral,  or  com¬ 
plete  body,  conipofed  of  fe  vcral  parte  like  that  of  the 
church  ?  The  very  notion. of  fuch  a  body  fuppofes  it  to 
be  made  up  of  many  members,  every  one  of  which  has 
its  fpeciai  ufe  and  ftindion,  for  which  it  was  formed, 
fumifhed,  and  placed  itvthe  body  of  Chrift 

20  But  now,  as  God  has  ordered  both  thele  flruc- 
tures,  according  to  the  counfel  of  his  own  will  i  the 
members,  in  each  cf  them,  are  very  many  and  various, 
for  ierving  their  fevered  important  purpofes  ;  and  yet  all 
together  conftitufc  but  one  body,  according  to  their  re¬ 
spective  natures,  for  the  good  of  which,  every  one  of 
them,  as  in  2  well  organized  budy,  ought  to  contribute 
its  part,  at  of  the  ability  which  Gd  gives,  that  he  in  iff 
things,  relating  to  the  fpiritual  body,  may  bt  glorified 
through  Jefus  (ihrifi.  (t  Pet.  iv.  I J.) 

21  And  they  have  fuch  a  mutual  dependence  upon, 
and  relation  to  one  another,  that  as,  in  the  natural  bo¬ 
dy,  the  eye,  which  is  the  organ  of  fight,  cannot  lay  to 
the  hand,  which  is  the  inftrument  oi  work  and  labour, 
I  have  no  occafion  for  you,  but  can  do  as  well  without 
you ;  No,  nor  can  the  head,  that  highelt  and  nobleit 
pair  of  the  body,  which  is  the*  feat  of  contrivance  and 
direction*  fay  to  the  feet,  which  are  the  loweft  part, 
but  iupport  and  carry  about  the  whole  human  frame, 
I  Hand  in  no  need  of  you :  So,  in  the  myftical  body, 
they  that  have  the  molt  excellent  gifts  .and  qualifies* 
tions,  and  the  highell  Hattons  in  the  church,  fuch  a* 
may  give  them  the  denomination  of  a  miniflerial  eye  *, 
and  fubordinate  head,  white  confidered  as  a  part  of  the 
body  in  diftiudlion  front  Chrift,  who  is  equally  and  on¬ 
ly  the  proper  head  of  the  whole,  ought  not  to  defpife 
the  meancfl  of  its  members,  as  though  they  were  insig¬ 
nificant  and  ufetefo. 

22  Nay,  to  carry  this  comparifon  ftlll  farther,  tbofe 
parts  of  rhe  body,  that  feera  to  be  of  the  more  weak  and 
tender  frame,  fuch  as  the  organs  of  digetliun,  nourifh- 
mem,  and  circulation- of  the  blood  and  fpirits,  and  the 

like 


SOT  E. 

*  Chnft  U  the  proper,  vihi,  influ-  body,  all  the  member*  rtf  vhich  fare  it- cd 

CTkiiji,  ami  anffw i !  at:  vo  head  of  the  rhnp'h  \  of  one  another;  So  tie  Aft 5^,  that  cannot 
a?  fuch  he  h  JVctpieimy  fpoken  of  in  drip*  ny  ts  1  be  rVe/,  \  have  w  ntcdtf  h  to  lie 
tu:1*;  and  r*o  iiir^n  tPis.lit  any  more  ;o  he  conudard  merely  ns  a  ff/Ky?efis/ head,  ar,d 
ralfrd  the  than  rss  tngjfart  in  miiv  inch  fo  a  part  of  the  body  uiclf,  in  difth  {lint 
J’cufii  But  as  tiiK  apoiltc,  ail  aJor^  in  thw  from  Cl;riO,  at  the  fipre^te  head }  the  jail 
uf  ;Jh*  chi.T(.‘h#  32  .vrAiVye/  rentes,  aad  refct  the  xhvSc* 

1  it!  aLLuhon  to  li!d  vc^Lti;  n.iujitl 
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more  arc 

fitfcvfliiy* 


%%  4*1  J  thok 
w*ti*rs  of  the 
bo  iv  ,  u-hirh  w« 
to  be  lc£ 
biri-yETb:  lie,  up¬ 
on  tllefc  wt  be-* 
JKiw  more  abun* 
rhat  honour,  and 
*ur  unconiely- 
$wtt  hw  ww< 
abmiaxit  corne¬ 
lians,, 


*4  For  our 
eomely  r*r/j  h  tv<r 
no  need  :  but 
tjod  hath  tern* 
pered  the  bod f 
together  havit»ij 
firm  moreabun- 
Amt  honour  to 
ril.lt  p4Ft  urSit-h 


15  there 
ft;  wild  be  no 
£hifm  m  the  Uk 
dy;  but  jfot  the 
nxmben  (Valid 
hove  the  far:* 
r^re  ore  fi>r  ann¬ 
exe u 


like,  are  abfolutely  ncceHary  to  the  fubfiftence,  life, 
and  vigour  of-the  human  body  ;  yea,  and  more  fo,  than 
the  Jcrgeftof  its  limbs. 

23  And  even  as  to  thofe  parts  of  the  body,  which, 
in  the  prefent  fallen  (late  of  human  nature,  we  account 
to  be  not  fo  graceful,  nor  fo  fit  to  be  expofed  to  open 
view,  as  the  reft,  we  take  the  more  fpecial  c  ire  to  put 
a  docent  cloa thing  upon  them  ;  and  thofe  very  pairs, 
which  modefty  requires  to  be  concealed,  have  an  arti¬ 
ficial  beauty  put  upon  them;  and,  in  (hatfenfe,  may 
be  faid  to  have  3  more  honourable  rcfnefl  paid  them, 
than  others  that  are  left  uncovered  :  So,  in  the  prefent 
imperfect  Itate  of  the  body  or  Church  uf  Chrift,  we 
fhould  be  ready  to  call  a  mantle  of  love  over  the  infir- 
mitics  of  its  kail  graceful  members  ;  and  to  make  the 
bell  of  them,  inftcad  of  expoftng  them  to  contempt 
and  reproach,  or  dii'daitiing  and  rejecting  them,  as  ufe- 
lefs, 

24  For  as  in  the  human  body,  its  comeficr  parts, 
fuch  as  the  face  and  hand,  which  may  be  feen  in  their 
native  beauty,  need  no  artificial  covering,  either  to 
adorn,  or  conceal  them  ;  but,  this  not  being  the  cafe 
with  all  its  members,  God  in  his  1‘tovidence  has  con¬ 
trived  a  proper  proportion  of  honour,  as  well  as  fervid.’, 
in  the  whole  frame  of  the  body,  according  to  the  Rate 
and  Gtuation  of  each  of  its  parts  ;  and  has  given  inti¬ 
mations  to  mankind,  to  fuppty  the  lack  of  natural  de¬ 
cency,  by  putting  an  ornamental  concealment  upon 
thofe,  that  needed  fuch  borrowed  embelUlhmcnts :  So, 
in  the  fpiriiual  body,  the  moil  eminent  and  Ihiniug 
Chriftians,  and  fer  varus  of  our  Lord,  ealily  approve 
themfclves  co  the  confidences  of  their  fellow  members; 
but  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  thofe  who,  though  real 
believers  and  faithful  miniiters,  need  more  favourable 
allowances,  ftiould  be  treated  with  the  greater  tender- 
nefs  and  kind  regard,  in  condcfccnlion  to  their  weak¬ 
er  lies  and  infirmities  ;  and  that  they  ftiould  be  aflifted 
and  encouraged  in  every  thing  that  is  good;  and  eflcem- 
ed  for  fuch  fervices,  as  they  may  be  capable  of. 

25  God,  in  hi*  infinite  wifdom,  has  arljuftcd  things 
after  this  manner,  both  in  the  natural  and  fpiritual  bo* 
dy,  to  the  cud  that,  in  one,  and  the  other,  there  might 
be  no  {*%.*•?*)  breach,  difharmony,  or  alienation  of  af« 
feflitm,  or  difrefpeft  to  any  fellow  member;  but  that 
all  the  members  of  the  body  might  have  a  like  fallici- 
tous  concern,  and  natural  care  of  the  welfare  one  of  a* 
cottier. 


26  Finally 


■  i6  And  whe¬ 
ther  ofis  a*s.uUcr 
ell 

jr/jaiLcrs  i\Aicr 
tfir.'i  it ;  one 
number  be  hu- 
ncjtuvdt  all  the 
jvicmlxrb  rdtfiv’c 
*vi:b  it* 


xt  Now  vfi  Arc 
the  hftftyofChfiSt, 


sud  mcr,>l 
j--:Lsu!s*v 
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26  Finally,  fuch  is  their  intimate  union,  and  motn* 
aj  lympathy  with  each  other,  whether  it  be  in  a  way  of 
giicf,  or  of  pkafure,  that  if  one  member  fuffers  pain, 
or  injury,  alt  the  red  of  the  members  are  afHifted  with 
it,  and  ready  ro  do  what  in  them  lies  for  its  relief^  01 
if  one  member  be  eafy,  profperous,  and  comfortable, 
or  honours  of  any  kind  be  conferred  upon  it,  all  the 
reft  arc  partakers  of  the  pleafure  and  advantage  with  it 
ami  have  an  honour  redounding  to  themfelves  by  it. 

27  Now,  to  apply  all  this  to  the  cafe  in  band,  Yf, 
my  brethren,  confsdered  under  the  notion  of  a  church, 
formed  according  to  the  order  of  the  gofpel,  Hand  in 
communion  with  one  another,  and  with  all  other  true 
churches  of  Chrift,  and  together  with  them  make  up 
the  catholick  vifiblc  church,  of  which  he  is  the  head ; 
{Eph.  iv.  15,  16-  and  Col.  i.  24.)  and  each  of  you  are 
particular  members  one  with  another  ami  fo  a  part  (ri" 

fee  the  note  on  Rom -  xu  25.)  of  that  fpiricualand 
holy  body ;  ( Epiu  v*  30.)^  And  therefore  every  one  of 
you  ought  to  employ  the  gifts  and  graces,  that  God  has 
fumiflied  you  with,  for  the  edification  of  the  whole  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  different  rants  and  qualifications;  and 
re  are  all  to  fympruhize  and  (hare  with  one  an&ther» 
both  in  profperity  and  adverlity ;  as  alio  in  the  honour 
that  is  put  upon  feme,  ami  in  rhe  neglefl  and  contempt 
that  is  Ihewn  to  others  ;  fo  as  to*  rejoice  with  them  that 
rcjoicey  and  weep  with  them  that  wep*  (Rom,  xiu  15- 
28  And  in  rhe  external  adminiftration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  church,  for  the  advantage  of  the  whole,  God  in 
thefe  days  of  its  Grft  eredion  has  appointed,  gifted  ami 
placed  various  officers,  IbiiiC  more  general,  and  others 
more  fpecia!?  in  i: ;  much  after  the  manner,  as  proper 
officers,  over  provinces,  and  particular  cities,  or  cor¬ 
porations,  are  cfiaUtilied  by  the  authority  of  a  temporal 
fovureign  in  his  kingdom  :  Asf  to  fpecify  them,  he  has 
ibissfetin  the  church,////  of  all,  apofttes,  who  re¬ 
ceived  their  com  million  immediately  from  Chrift  hire* 
lcif*  as  the  prime  minifters  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  are 
l'uruilhed  with  thc^ordofviifdom^  (ver  8.)  for  making 
a  full  revelation  of  the  mind  and  will  cf  Gud  under ir^ 
New  Teft  ament  ft  ate  :  ficondljy  prophets,  who  are  en¬ 
abled  to  fond  important  events,  by  the  fpirlt  of  pr*~ 
fhtrfy,  (ver*  to*}  and  to  explain  Old  Ttfiament picdic- 
rims  by  the  word  of  km*2>Ud™e\  (ver*  8,  and  chap  ink 
2.)  thirdly  rcat'hm,  who  labour  in  the  word  and  doc¬ 
trine,  whether  they  be  evangelifU,  or  pallors  of  parti¬ 
cular  churches,  01  preachers  at  large;  {Ebb*  iv*  n*} 
wd  who  by  that  fai;h,  which  is  the  gift  ct  the  fpirii* 


iS  And  G^l 
Ivrh  fet  fwoitf  in 
the  riiurch,  fir  ft 
fecotisla- 
riiy  prc'phcis, 
thirdly  t.T-dter^ 
after  that  imia- 
cks*  then 

£o;> 
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gRTirnracnts,  <l't-  {per.  9.  fee  the  noie  there)  ate  fully  perfuaded  of  the 
t0"'  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  depend  on  the  power  and  grace 
of  God,  for  all  prute&ion  and  extraordinary  affi  fiance, 
in  preaching  it  with  boldnefs:  fourthly  per  Tons  that 
have  an  extenfive  power  of  working  all  forts  of  miracles, 
(ver.  re.)  fifthly,  Thofe  that  have  the  gift  of  healing 
bodily  difeafes,  without  the  ufe  of  human  art :  {ver  9.) 
Jlxthfyy  fuch  as,  being  of  the  lower  clafs  of  prophets, 
foretd  particular  events,  and  are  afliftant  to  the  apodles 
and  the  churches,  in  going  to  one  place  and  another  on 
fpecial  occa lions,  for  various. purpofes  :  (See  the  note 
on  ver.  10.)  /event  My  t  fuch  as,  having  the  gift  of  dis¬ 
cerning  fpiritf,  (ver.  10.)  are  men  of  great  penetration 
and  judgment,  fit  for  prefiding  over  the  fpi ritual  and 
temporal  affairs  of  the  church :  And  la/tlyt  fuch  as  have 
any  ability  of  fpeaking  *,  and  interpreting  divers  lan¬ 
guages,  by  infpiration  of  the  fpirir 
to  Are  all  a-  29,  3°-  In  the  conftitution  of  fuch  a  body  as  the 
are  all  church  of  Chrift,  even  in  its  firfl  ere&ion,  it  is  rcafou- 
“art  a^e  t0  fupr°fc>  tlv.it  all  its  members,  or  officers  Ihould 
all  workers  of  ml*  be  apofUes  ?  or  that  they  all  (hould  be  prophets  !  or  all 
sides l  preachers?  or  all  workers  of  every  bind  of  miracle  ?  or 

-ifu  *s  ’* to  fuPP°^€<*»  tha-  all  fiionld  have  the  gift  of  heai- 

do  all  fptak  ujrli  ing  bodily  difeafes  ?  or  all  fltould  be  able  tofpeak  foreign 
tons-ef ?  do  all  languages?  Or  all,  Ihould  have  the  faculty  of  inter- 
inctrpra .  preting  them !  This  would  be  as  abfurd,  as  to  imagine 
that  the  whole  natural  body  were  to  confift  of  only  one 
fort  of  members,  each  uf  which  is  fitted  lor  every  ufe, 
and  fo  renders  the  reft  needlefs  \  But  they  are  all,  as 
variouily  diftributed,  valuable  and  important,  in  their 
refpc&ive  places,  capacities,  and  order,  to  perform  dif¬ 
ferent 


NOT 

*  At  ivitrfrt/ailM  of  fsnnrs  in  mcinum- 
f"l,  vtr.  to-  and  vir*  jo,  i  have  cjntidtrvd 
this  in  ittfaM  in  rfivtrfsti:;  tosgw j. 

t  Mott  of  the  vjfire*  bt-ft  )  poker?  of,  evi¬ 
dently  tally  wit*!  (he gtjh  mtntui'.ul  hi  w?* 
ft,  o.  10.  and  that  very  much  in  the 
order*  Thjr  preateft  difficulty  lies  in  bdgs 
jftWiiwfiJJ,  uith  tefpwft  to  which,  l 
Lave  jnoftly  (for  *um  01  Wttcr  Ught*  and 
yet  not  with  full  falisfaftiou  ro  my  mvn 
mind}  feUnwtd  the  critical  account,  which 
has  been  given  of  tbem,  a>  parcel  with 
frtfhcry  and  difttmin*  uf  /pints  l  though  l 
have  varied  from  thofefcariwd  authors,  vvhu, 
to  keep  up  a  perfeft  agreement  between 
Vit  vrdtr  a f  this  enumerat  on,  with  that  in 
the  foremen  tioncJ  vcjfe*,  have  made  xdrjths 
here,  to  eorrxfpond  t\*  the  gifts  cf 
c^tre ;  and  thj  g of  Jtcjii&g  Iiltv,  (o  ihc 
waking  of  jsifuckt  there,  htx  Dr 
jv'%  ll?r  Uebr-  on  ths  place,  am!  Mi  ft 
*  X;rr.  Vol*  i.  \xi".  Ac-  f^nu  the  {*.»*? 
3-^i*  J  that  r*atfc.  ivktidnke  themed::’;,'™ 


F-  S- 

wrirers  have  tiled  too  much  force  in  mier- 
pn-iatioD,  to  maintain  the  very  ume  trdtr 
in  Lnili  lifts ;  fince  with  a  finall  miction  of 
it,  in  theie  two  p.irtioibrs  there  is  an 
correspondence  in  the  who'c,  acd  the  order 
of  ri'dttil  is  of  httle  imponancc,  The  ca* 
j tons  reader  majf  con  Tub  for  other  ioterppo* 
JiiU'ms,  Dr  rrafjwfwW  £nd  fPhtibj  on  tho 
pi  ce*  But  white vvr  be  the  determinate 
jnvaoirg .  nf  the  apoftlc,  in  every  p^rtieubr 
of  k.ach  of  tbefe  lilts,  ihc  gifts  and 
were  in  ihemiclvcs  a/futH  ;  and  r.ll  i-ad  not 
every  one  cf  them  ;  ijnd  yet  they  wetc  not 
fo  diftnel,  lui  that  one  person  might  have 
imerai  of  them  and  ihc  apoftlo.  ini^ht  have 
them  all,  frsra  the  liighdt  to  the  of 

the, nr  JJut  as  Ccrbtikhiij  prided  thetn- 
H-lvts  in  the  gift  of  twfrt jf  the  apuftL,  u> 

hnnthlc  them,  RKRtkmsi  this  h/t  as  hebiin^ 
1  he  rank  fi>r  nJbfuinclV  of  all  rhe  rtft» 
to  wl,at  he  fcys  almtit  :heui  a{ 
h in  ibv  fot»r;^ib  chapter- 
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St  Ihat  civet 
carncitly  the  bed 
and  y« 
Ihcwr  I  unto  you 
*  more  c&cdk-ut 
way* 


ferent  fcrvicc£  for  the  pood  of  the  whole  \  fo  that  no 
one  ought  to  envy  another  for  his  fuperior  gifts  and  Ra¬ 
tion  j  nor  ought  any  one  to  defpife  another,  or  account 
him  ufelefs*  bccanfe  he  may  not  be  capable  of  ferviug 
fo  high  and  excellent  purpolea*  and  to  fo  great  a  degree 
as  himfelf* 

31  I3ut,  how  laudable  foeyer  it  be  for  every  one, 
without  envying  others,  to  deliref  (were  it  the  will  of 
God)  the  meft  eminent  gifts  for  fcrrice  *  ;  ye  arc  ne- 
verthelefs  too  ambitious  and  carnal  in  debates  and  emu* 
arions  about  them,  as  if  he  were  the  only  valuable  and 
ufcful  ChrKUan,  that  has  moil  of  them  :  And  yet  I 
have  a  better  way  to  dirc£t  you  to,  for  glorifying  God, 
and  promoting  the  fpiritual  welfare  of  your  own  and 
other  fouls,  than  can  be  attained  merely  by  the  moft 
flourifbing  gifts  ;  and  that  it,  to  improve  all  that  God 
beftows  upon  you,  be  it  more  or  left,  with  a  fplrit  of 
love,  for  each  others  edification*  {chap*  xiiL) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


Of  what  excellent  ufc  for  the  confirmation  of  the  gofpcl,  and  firft  plantation 
of  the  church,  were  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  fpiiit  to  apofilcs,  prophets 
teachers*  and  many  others!  And  though  thofe  that  were  of  a  miraculous  nature 
are  now  ceafed,  as  being  no  further  neccflary ;  yet,  Welled  be  God,  ordinary 
gifts,  of  feveral  kinds,  are  ftill  continued  fur  the  edification  of  the  church.  Put 
if  we  excel  in  any  of  thefe ;  alas,  how  apt  -ire  we  to  pride  ourfelves  in  them7  and 
to  defpife  others  of  lower  attainments,  for  want  of  duly  cunfideruig  what  vrt 
were  before  we  received  them,  and  to  whom  we  owe  them  1  We,  like  the  Co¬ 
rinthians,  that  were  carried  away  to  dumb  idols,  were  utterly  unworthy  of 
them  ;  and  they  all  proceed,  as  mac  favours,  from  one  and  the  fame  God  and 
Father;  from  one  and  the  fame  Lord  Jefus;  and  from  one  and  the  fame  divine 
Spirit,  who,  though  a  diftin&  pcrfcn  from  the  Father  and  Son,  is  ant  God  with 
them,  and,  in  a  common  concurrence  of  operation,  diftributes  a!!  forts  of  gifts, 
with  fovereign  freedom  and  power  to  whomsoever  he  will,  for  the  glory  cf 
Chritt,  ns  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  for  the  benefit  of  bis  church  r  For** 
the  natural  body  is  one,  and  con  hits  of  many  members,  that  are  ufcful  in  Their 
places,  to  complete  it,  and  to  perform  the  fusions  that  are  11  ecdfr  17  to  it :  So 
the  myftical  body  of  Chrift,  v  hich  is  his  church,  is  one,  as  being  united  together 
by  onefpirit*  and  having  communion  with  him,  as  its  head,  according  to  wM 
is  fignified  in  baptifm  and  the  LonFs  flipper :  ftut  it  has  many  members  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ufe,  Jn  their  refpeflive  Nations  for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  and  they  all  to¬ 
gether  make  up  but  one  fpiritual  body,  while  each  one  in  particular  ft  as  nmch  1 
member  of  Chrift  as  another  ;  fo  that  cnc  of  them  cannot  fay,  it  has  no  need  c-f 
.the  other.  How  fhould  a  fympat  hiring  fpirit  be  dtffufed  through  them  ail,  lir.t 
they  may  rejoice  and  mourn  in  each  others  profperlty  and  afllifttan  !  And  ho  * 
Aiould  the  ineaueft,  as  well  ai  the  muft  eminent  of  tbem,  be  dleemed  and  hn- 

tiourcd 


N  O 

*  The  word  here  rendered  cstv/ 
is  of  the  in'jtfGliac,  as  well  1$  imperative 
uikJ  it  Teems  maft  agreeable  tu  the  apirf'c’s 
riciign  of  putting  a  eheok  upon  thr  pride, 
t0nt£mi*?nf,  and  envy,  whic'i  prevail  a- 
(nung  the  QerwtbiMs^  im  acunuj;*  cf  thrir 
fpld'iial  gifi*,  U*  uotlailand  him  a>  urtmrti- 
tiug,  time  they  did,  in  3  blamenhie  tn-ji'iier, 


T  F. 

there  were  nothing  more  valuable  ts  he  &**+ 
cd  at,  (?r  HicTe  a  tone  irerc  fu&knt  for  thvT 
glorying  [See  JVIr  Loei^s  oote)-  And  jc:  2$ 
it  may  bt  both  lawful  and  c&nuneuchiJc.  tj 
defirv  them  whh  an  huir-bfe  temper  ot  mind, 
and  for  proper  ends,  I  have  given  fiiefc  ft 
U+u  to  the  tVr-:pfuudfc,  as  takes  in  il-: 
fruit  rifj,  confidently  will;  the  oilier. 
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loured  asdear  to  Chrift,  and  as  ufeful  to  the  whole  body!  Every  one  ought  to 
be  contented  with  fuch  fpiritual  gifts,  as  God  has  been  pleafed  to  vouchufie  to 
him,  without  envying  others,  and  the  onty  valuable  end  for  which  any  Jhould 
defire  the  belt  of  turn,  is  in  order  to  further  ufeftdnefs :  And  yet,  be  they  of 
the  higher  or  lower  degree,  a  gracious  principle  of  love  to  Chrift,  and  one  ano¬ 
ther,  with  a  governing  exercife  of  it,  is  ilili  more  excellent  and  advantageous, 
and  more  earneftly  to  be  coveted. 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Tie  apofile  Jbe-ws  the  neceffity  and  advantage  of  the  grace  of  love,  vitlr 
out  -which  all  fpiritual  gifts ,  all  external  a  fit  of  liberality ,  and  even 
courage  for  martyrdom  itfelf  -will  not  profit  «j,  1,-3.  And  be  re- 
frefenU  its  excellency  by  its  properties  and  effcEls,  4 — 7.  By  its  &- 
biding^  after  all  gifts  far  edification  jball  eeafi ,  and  by  its  prefe¬ 
rence  to  faith  and  hope,  8,-  -1 3, 


Text. 

•yHough 

1  vLth  the  ton¬ 
gue* *  of 

of  angels,  and 
hj  vc  not  charity, 
I  am  become 
fo  q  n  d  log  b  rarfs ,  or 
a  uuilin^  t  cym* 
Ul 


Paraphrase. 

CO  great  is  the  excellence  and  neceflity  of  that  true 
^  love,  which  fetlu  the  good  of  others,  for  Chrift’s 
Take,  out  of  affection  to  him,  and  in  obedience  to  his 
command,  that,  to  transfer  things  in  a  figure  to  myfelf, 
were  I  able,  by  the  gift  of  the  fpiric,  to  fpeak  with  the 
utmoft  fluency  and  eloquence,  the  various  languages 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and  could  I  talk,  even 
like  the  angels  themfelves,  in  the  fublime  and  vigorous 
ftile,  in  which  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  to  one  a* 
nothcr;  and  yet  were  I  delthure  of  of  the  grace  of  God, 
and  particularly  of  that  noble  grace  of  love,  which 
fprings  from  faith  in  Chrift,  (Cal,  v.  6.)  and  is  carried 
out  to  him,  and  to  God  through  him,  and  to  all  his 
people,  truth,  and  ways  for  his  fake  *,  I  with  all  my 
pompous  fliew  and  flouriOi  of  words,  am  in  reality  no 
better  than  a  man,  that  makes  a  loud  noife,  and  is  vain- 
ly  oftentarious,  without  any  advantage  to  my  own  foul, 
or  likelihood  of  being  ferviceable  to  the  fouls  of  others, 
and  without  any  acceptance  to  God  ;  and  fo,  after  all, 
I  am  but  like  a  hollow  iuftrumenc  of  brafs,  or  a  high 
founding  cymbal  f ,  which  is  altogether  ufelefs  to  itfelf, 

and 


NOTES. 

*  (*7htp)  U  by  no  idmi«  to  be  <lercd,  js  fjiriuging  from  a  principle  of  lovt 

^Oaiiicd  to  whit  commonly  dlby  fhu  10  God,  and  tri<m  faith  in  Chrift,  which, 
name,  a*  confining  in  airtu-dads*  or  of  Tories  by  lore*,  or  cite  it  will  not  he  a  trot w 
oenefcetnoe  to  the  poor  :  Fo r  the  apoftfc  Clirifl%in  grace,  nor  of  that  great  worth  ani 
ftppnfe*,  ver,  j,  that  may  jive  aU  an r  excellence,  xf  i«  all  iitonf  afcribad  io  ir,  it 
gwdf  to  feed  the  pwr;  and  yet  hm  U'-nc  of  this  diicourfe* 

the  chanty  he  {peaks  of.  It  ought  ri;erefjre  f  Various  are  the  conjeftores  of  (he  Ic^n* 
to  be  rather  rendered  Jovt7  a?  h  jiiopcily  i:g-  ed  nbont  this  fyitadiisa  hr#fi  and  tiiil&Ag  ryn- 
and  is  u  fa  ally  trad flared  in  other  pb-  bah  tioaic  tlijrk,  mat  by  the  fwttding  brtfst 
re*.  And  though  it  may  primarily  rebte  to  is  meaiit  the  founding  trumpet^  and  byine 
tl'ht,  fthith  outfit  to  be  exer  tiled  to  fellow  tUkJing  t yothaIf  the  JtijA  fyaxdidt  cvnba!7  loth 
Chriflboe/ and  o'.fccis ;  tet  it  is  :c  Lc  coui*  of  vrinch  sue  mentioned  in  PfaZ  cl.  3,  y.aixi 
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and  has  no  great  mnfical  variety,  or  agreeab'enefs  in 
it’s  notes,  fur  the  pleafure  or  profit  of  others. 

*  And  though  2  And  if  I  bad  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  fortel  Ji- 
1  have  tit  gift  »f  ftant  events,  and  to  explain  and  apply  all  the  prcdic- 
vndcrfciul  **U  t'ons  °f  'he  Old  Te  (foment ;  had  Ialfo  the  cleared  in. 
myfltrics,  and  all  fight  into  all  the  fublimc,  difficult,  and  important  poinrs 

ttrv'elatioa  i  and  had  I  the  gteatell  compafs 
fJktf  fo  that*!  of  all  knowledge,  human  and  divine,  that  ever  any  man 
could  reranre  attained  to ’t  yea,  had  I  the  higheft  degrees  of  the  faith 
b"Je"iio1!fiarii,<1  ra'rac‘le5  t»  for  the  performing  of  all  forts  of  won* 
Ism uoUli^s5?,',,  dsrful  works,  even  to  the  removing  of  mountains iVo:n 
their  balis,  and  calling  them  into  the  Tea:  (Mark,  xi. 
23.)  if,  notwit hftan ding  all  thefe  extraordinary  powers 
and  atchievements,  I  have  no  true  love  to  God,  and  ci¬ 
thers  for  his  fake,  and  do  not  exercife  thefe  gifts  for  his 
glory  and  their  good,  I  am  an  inftgnificant  creature,  of 
no  value  in  bis  account }  and  have  nothing  of  true  re¬ 
ligion  or  Chriftianity  in  me ;  but  (ball  be  found,  at  lad, 
among  thole,  who  had  prophefied  in  Chrijt's  tiamet  and 
cajl  cut  deoils ,  and  done  manf  wonderful  works ;  but  to 
whom  he  will  fay,  I  never  knew  you  %  depart  from  rar, 
ye  that  work  iniquity.  (Matth.  vii.  22,  33.) 

3  And  though  3  And  ^  my  liberality  were  to  abound  £0  far,  as  to 
I  bciiow  all  my  felt  all  that  I  have  in  the  world,  and  to  du'pofc  of  it, 
goods  m  f«d the  for  the  rtlief  of  the  poor,  according  to  that  high  in* 
I  give  mj^body  to  ®ance  °f  trial>  which  our  Lord  propofed  to  the  rich  man 
be  burned,  mid  in  the  goJpel :  (Matth*  six.  2 1.)  yea,  if  I  had  courage 
hm  not  chariry,  and  fortitude  enough,  to  go  into  fuch  an  heroic  ad  cf 
Jt  fclf  denial,  as  to  facrifice  my  own  life,  and  give  up  my 
body  to  be  burnt  at  the  (lake,  for  my  profefison  of 
Chrift;  and  yet  have  not  fincerc  love  to  him,  and  to 
his  members,  inter  eft,  and  honour,  as  its  principal,  it 
would  be  of  110  advantage  to  my  f pi  ritual  and  eternal  con¬ 
cerns  :  For  all  this  a  man  may  do,  from  ollemation  a^! 


ValiS 

NOTE. 

thai  the  cyjuhjl,  as  well  a*  the  trumpet*  was  ita  Oicra  in  C&nmcvUir*  Cvtrr'^ii  ?=/  f?':. 
a  wind  inilrumeiit  of  hraft  or  Giver,  Sec  Ur  cap.  vu  liut  this  aufliftr 

ftammvml.  Others  think  that  a  ttsklzr.*  am-  notes  were  more  various  sml 
bzl  was,  when  t vro  fcntJow  lijiis  oE  bni  were  f  ThU  cannot  he  mcanr  ,>f  faidrig  orj-£- 
f  1  ruck  one  a  gain  ft  an  other  v  wit  hour  met-*  fwg  faith;  For  lh*i  frith  *1  way? 
lure,  or  tone  of  mulic,  but  with  a  rude,  in-  kvc;  fGal*  v.  6 .)  wh-Tca*  it  U  :t 

an ilicialj  and  howling  fiiunJ.  See  that  this  faith  mzy  be  wiibotu 

Jfe’bvv  and  tzjtitufuk  ExirfzlJtihva*  Cot  o;  hers,  iova:  tint  faith  here  reel  11s  the  <•/  *** 

1  iipprtheml  with  the  ^ prolMU'IUy,  i  For  it  (lands  amoop  the  tswriin^f 

(Op pole  th^r  a  rrifTMt  of  two  lar^e  ufiftsof  the  fpirit,  and  miricnUus 

bolbw  pbtus,  or  ima!)  drepdifht*  of  brals  '  nmo  the  removing  ef  tuimuhtim;  ami  vent 
*ith  broad  hrira;t  which  woe  ftiucfc  one  a-  may  all';  be  under  flood  of  a  i itt&nal  or 
f-tnft  the  other,  to  I1H  the  iymplwmy  m  ic**t  frith*  as  to  the  troth  of  the  gf'fp J,  t> 
peat  concerts  cf  -;nd  ir.jd-  a  greit  gether  with  a  fivm  dtf€^djsicc  on  /nr 

chep  found,  but  had  fence  any  v^iL^yof  mrutbt&itt  aJTilUncc;  bccaufb  all  ihU  tnvft 
aruilc^l  ivites,  S«  Le,ir  on  ih'"  r>t’  CK,  a»d  he  fuppo&d  to  be  inefuded  in  the  fa^tb  »i:rt 
iLr  elaborate  of  su:l;c:  of  wtcught  inbadc;  ia  hi*  critic. 
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■■  p:oii;t'.h  me  vain  glory,  to  get,  and  leave,  a  good  name  in  the  world, 
or  froin  a  fc'nih  vain  conceit  of  merit  by  it;  and  that 
is  all  the  reward,  which  fucU  an  one  will  ever  have. 
(Mattb,  vn  2,  5,  16.) 

4  Charity  fcf-  4  -‘fhe  true  Chriftian  love,  I  am  fpeaking  of,  is  a 
,  mo^  am*able»  generous,  and  operative  grace  •,  it  en- 

i'ciu-  dures  injuries,  affronts,  and  provocations,  with  great 
;  -....  pu-:!!  not  patience  and  long  fi-ffering}  pafies  them  by,  and  bears 
t*  t  up  * J<,f  POt  *bem,  inftead  of  allowing  wrathful  pafijons  eo  rife, 

*  and  boil,  and  vent  themfeives  in  fevere  refentments  ; 

and  it  is  courteous,  affable  anti  beneficent,  (jv*nwr>ij 
ready  on  all  occafions  to  do  good:  Love  doth  not  grieve 
or  grudge  at  the  profperity  of  others,  or  envy  them  the 
riches,  honours,  or  any  excellent  qualities,  whether  of 
a  civil  or  religious  nature,  that  they  esjoy ;  Love  doth  not 
behave  with  infolencc,  contempt,  and  fcorn  toward 
perfonsof  inferior  rank  and  attainments}  nor  a£t  rafh- 
ly,  or  perverfely,  (®  to  the  di  tad  vantage  of 

others  :  Nor  doth  it  fill  a  man  with  high  and  proud  con* 
celts  of  himfelf,  of  his  own  gifts,  or  parts,  graces,  or 
worldly  emoluments :  bur,  t«  Asnswr,  prefers  ethers  te 
himfetf\  and  in  humbUnefs  of  mind  efietms  others^  better 
than  bimfetf.  (Rom.  xii.  10.  and  Phil.  ii.  3.^ 
f  P°*h  not  be-  3  It  does  not  a£l  out  of  character,  (<**  unfuit- 

not  ^hle  to  one’s  ftatton,  age,  or  buGoefsj  doth  nothing 
hsV own }  is  not  that  is  unbecoming  the  man  or  the  Chriftian  $  or  tbac 
t-i:iy  provoked,  js  £nJcccnt,  bafe,  anti  vile  in  itfelf,  or  in  the  common 
;.,.n  >  no  cvi ,  account  0f  t^e  w;ftf  artj  fober  part  of  mankind:  It  ia 

notfo  felfifti,  as  to  aim  at,  or  purfue  any  private  petfonal 
benefit,  to  the  detriment,  or  neglefl  of  others,  or  of 
the  public  welfare ;  nor  doth  it  inordinately  feek  after 
riches,  honour,  or  pleafiire,  reputation,  and  applaufe, 
at  the  expence  of  others :  It  is  not  foon  exafperated, 
and  thrown  into  a  furious  paflion,  tbat  renders  railing 
for  railing }  nor  is  it  apt  to  be  angry  without  a  caufe  } 
nor  to  carry  refciumeuts  beyond  due  bounds,  either  as 
ro  the  degree,  or  the  continuance  of  them :  Nor  is  it 
ready  to  fufpefi  evil  of  others  ;  or  to  put  the  worft  con¬ 
struction  upon  their  conduit ;  much  Ids  doth  it  feek  to 
find  faults,  and  charge  them  by  mere  conjectures  and 
(trained  inferences ;  or  to  aggravate  what  may  be  amifs 
or  meditate  mifehief  of  any  kind. 

*  ReViictih  not  ^  Chriftian  love  takes  no  pleafiire  in  doing  any  falfc 
•r.tquitr,  but  or  unrighteous  thing  mitfdf,  or  in  feeing  it  done  by  o- 
r-'  >i  -c[h  in  the  tbersj  but  grieves  at  their  (ins  and  failures  and  rejoices  in 
their  juftand  regular  deportment,  andin  it’s  own  fin  cere 
and  L^thful  behaviour  towards  alt  it  has  to  do  with  j 
and  it  delights  to  fee  the  truth  cf  the  gofpel,  and  real, 

vitak 
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T  Bcamh  all 
tiling?.  beliCTCtb 
all  tbiags.bopeth 
all  things  en<Jm> 
eth  all  things 


8  Charity  never 
faikth :  but  whe* 
ther  ibtrt  be  pro¬ 
phecies,  they  IhaU 
Tati ,  whether 
Ihft  k  tongnei, 
they  (bail  ccafe; 
whether 


vital,  practical  religion  in  ourfelves  and  others. 

7  It  covers  (<*?-•<)  the  faults  of  others,  as  much  at 
may  be  confident  with  duty}  (i  Pet.  iv.  8.)  bears  with 
their  infirmities ;  and  fu  fFers  many  injuries,  rather  than 
retaliate  them  '.{Rom.  iv,  i.  and  Gal.  vi.  2.}  it  is  much 
inclined  to  believe  every  good  thing  it  hears  of  others, 
as  far  as  there  is  any  manner  of  ground  for  it,  and  will  be¬ 
lieve  well  of  allies  Friends  and  acquaintance,  and  even  of 
its  enemies,  till  it  has  convincing  reafons  to  the  contrary : 
and  when  things  look  fufptcions,  it  hopes  the  bed,  as 
long  as  it  can,  and  does  not  eafily  give  up  a  cafe  as  def- 
peralc,  when  it  appears  to  be  very  bad  ;  but  is  witling 
to  think  that  indue  time,  through  the  grace  of  God,  it 
may  be  mended  :  and  it  continues  firm,  and  patient, 
and  maintains  a  noble  fortitude  of  foul,  under  all  the 
hardships  and  ill-ufage  It  meets  with. 

8  This  excellent  grace  of  love  is,  furthermore,  of 
an  abiding  nature ;  it  is  of  perpetual  ufe  in  all  circa  Al¬ 
liances  of  this  life,  and  is  never  utterly  loft  out  of  the 
heart,  that  is  once  truly  feafoned  with  it ;  nor  will  it 
die  with  us,  or  be  oeedlefe  in  the  heavenly  world;  we  IhaU 
carry  it  thither,  where  it  will  fubfift,  and  reign,  and 
be  perfected  in  all  it's  luftre  and  glory  for  ever,  but 
isotherwile  with  all  the  fpi ritual  gifts,  that  any  here 
are  favoured  with  ;  as  for  inftance,  fuppofethey  be  gifts: 
ofprophefy,  for  telling  things  to  come,  or  interpreting 
old  teftament  feriptures,  by  immediate  infpiration,  to 
the  edification  of  others,  and  confirmation  of  the  gof- 
pel  t*  thefc  may  be  taken  away,  and  will  be  fo,  as  un- 
neceffary  to  the  gofpel  flare,  after  it's  revelarion  Chill  he 
fully  compleated  and  fettled ;  and  there  will  be  no  man¬ 
ner  of  occafion  for  thefe,  to  affift  and  confirm  the  faith 


of  the  church  in  heaven,  as  there  i$  at  prefent  upon 
earth.  Or  fuppofe  they  be  miraculous  gifts  of  fpealc- 
tng  all  forts  of  languages,  for  a  ftgu  to  them  that  believe 
not,  {Ckap.\vt.  22*)  and  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in 
various  nations,  thefe  may  be  loll,  and  will  ccafe  as 
(bon  as  the  prefent  ufe  for  them  (hall  expire;  and  there 
will  be  no  need  of  thefe  in  heaven,  where  there  are  no 
infidels,  or  Grangers  ;  but  all  our  fellow  citizens,  who 
believe  in  the  fame  things,  and  fpeak  one  and  the  fame 


NOTE. 


language 


|  I  lake  frtpbecj  uid  h&wledgc  in  this, 
and  tlifi  next  as  well  n  to  re¬ 

late  to  the  extra* dinar j  gifts,  th«  belonged 
to  the  firft  ft  ate  of  chriftianity ;  and  have  con* 
fidcitd  them  as  crapioyttl  in  this  world,  only 
to  the  then  prefiat  benefit  of  the  char;h>  but 
as  altogether  ufeldsin  the  other  vorid,  which 
the  apoftic  had  principally  io  view':  For, 


doubt  left,  in  heaven  immediate  reveUtoris  to 

ajl  the  faints,  will  be  more  gotlfpicoDtH,  and 
thrir  knowledge  mote  exteoftve,  than  the  ui* 
molt  tKai  ever  could  be  attained  iu  this  io> 
perfeft  ft  ate,  wi^licy  will  not  want  the  rii 
of  miaijieriiit \n^\mct\ont  in  dtffe rent 
get,  after  (he  fame  m  wiert  as  they  do  kw* 
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^!:ntwr  tbtre  it  language,  which  is  eaCly  and  equally  intelligible  to 
Vji vw§h**ay!  them  all.  Or  fuppofe  they  be  the  gifts  of  extaordinary 
revelation  in  tbe  knowledge  of  divine  truths,  fur  the 
inftru&ion  of  others,  and  for  their  learning,  by  thofd 
means,  the  myfleries  of  God,  which  before  they  were 
unacquainted  with,  thefe  alfo  may  be  loft,  and  will  be¬ 
come  ufelefs  in  after  ages  of  this  world,  when  the  fa- 
canon  (hall  be  finilhed  \  and  will  be  foperfeded  and  done 
away,  as  being  no  further  neceflary  for  fuch  purpofes, 
when  in  Cod’!  tight  we  Jball  alt  Jet  light ,  and  Jball  fie 
Chrift  as  be  is,  tn  the  world  to  come.  (Pfil.  xxxvi.  9. 
and  1  John  iii.  2. 

in9  Ti^0***  9  F°r  even  the  belt  and  wtfeft  of  us  have,  after  all, 

pro^hriyln  put.  but  very  ihort  and  narrow  conceptions  of  the  deep  and 
great  things  of  God,  compared  with  what  we  (hall  have 
in  heaven ;  and  all  the  prophetic  and  minifterial  inftruc* 
tions,  that  any  of  us  deliver,  by  immediate  infpiration, 
for  the  good  of  the  church,  are  only  for  a  little  while, 
as  there  may  be  occafions  for  them  ;  and  are  very  far 
from  taking  tn  tbe  whole  compafs  of  future  events,  or 
a  complete  veiw  of  all  knowables,  or  of  every  thing 
that  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  coacained  in  tbe  fciipture 
revelation. 

•a  But  when  to  But  when  we  {hall  arrive  at  that  Hate  of  all  per* 
'Mt  which fc  p«-  feftion,  which  we  are  looking,  hoping  and  longing  for 
rU^which’it  in  *n  a  better  world  j  then  all  the  defers  and  obteurities 
put  fhiUbcdone  of  our  prefcnt  knowledge  and  forefight,  and  the  imper- 
:i*a.T-  feflion  that  attends  our  prefent  way  of  receiving,  and 

communicatingthem  wilt  be  removed;  and  we  (ball 
have  as  plain  and  extenfive  veins  of  all  the  then  prefent 
and  future  things,  as  are  fit  for  the  molt  exalted  creatures 
to  have,  or  as  can  be  requifire  to  make  up  the  hlgheft 
bappinefs  and  enjoyment  our  nature  is  capable  of,  and 
that  in  fomc  at  prefent  unknown  way  of  immediate  in¬ 
tuition,  which  (hall  abide  for  ever. 

11  Wiea  I  11  The  difference  between  the  prefent  and  future 
wMJKhUdrfpake  ftate  is  like  that  of  a  child  and  grown  man,  which,  in 
my  own  cafe,  as  I  can  eafiiy  recollect,  f  hinds  thus  ; 
child,  1  thought  whe  1  was  in  the  young  and  tender  age  of  life,  I  talked 
.s  1  child;  but  and  prattled  about  human  affairs  after  a  weak  aod  chi'd- 
Hfica  I  became ,  Jift,  mannerj  and  conceived  of  them,  was  affected  to- 
DUn  ward  them,  and  reafoned  about  them,  like  a  child  that 
was  no  competcnr  judge,  and  knew  very  little  of  them : 
but  when  I  grew  up  to  a  ftate  of  manhood,  I  correct¬ 
ed  my  childifh,  crude,  and  miftaken  notions,  and  threw 
off  my  former  trifling  and  filly  ways  of  thinking  and 
fpeaking  about  them  :  and  thus  it  is  with  refpedt  to  our 
prcjfenr,  compared  with  our  future  knowledge  of  divine 

themes 
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auay  ^CTnes>  when  vrt  (hall  unlearn  many  things  that  we 
1  here  learnt  \  (hall  pity,  or  finite  at  all  our  prefent  im- 

pertinences,  and  corrctt  all  our  mtilakes  about  them; 
and  (halt  have  juftcr  and  clearer  appre  hen  (ions  of  what 
we  now  have  fome  true  acquantaince  with* 
i\  Porwwwe  12  For  while  we  dwell  in  mortal  fldh,  and  carry 
!br^  bout  a  body  of  fin,  which  darkens  the  mind,  we  fee 

face  to  fee :  now  and  conceive  of  the  grand  fublime  myfteries  of  the  king- 
r  know  in  part;  dom  of  God,  with  obfeurity  andim  perfection,  in  the 
but  then  word  and  ordinances,  as  in,  or  by  means  of  a  looting- 

glafst  which  (hews  the  object  ouly  by  reflexion  *  5  and 
our  thoughts  about*  many  of  them  are  puzzling  and  in* 
tricate,  tike  what  we  have  of  things,  that  ara  propofed 
to  us  in  a  riddle,  inftead  of  plain  and  proper  words: 
But,  when  we  get  to  heaven,  we  flia.ll  behold  them  in 
a  more  exa£t  manner,  according  to  what  they  are  in 
tbemfelves  and  as  clearly  and  diftinfily,  as  one  man  be¬ 
holds  the  face  of  another  in  their  immediate  converfes 


together;  (2  John  ver*  12,  and  Epifl*  in*  vtr,  14.)  and 
that  without  any  darkening  medium  between  them, 
which,  in,  this  frail  (Idle  of  the  body  and  mind,  is  tie* 
ceSaryto  be  interpofcd  between  the  divine  majefly  and 
us  ;fince  m  man  can  fee  his  face  ;  and  live  j  (Exod* 
wiii*  20,  23,)  1  myfelf,  not  with  landing  all  my  vi- 
(ions  and  revelations,  (2  Cor *  xii.  1,  4*}  have  but  a 
fcanty,  imperfect  in  fight  into  the  profound  truths  of 
God,  many  of  which  furpafs  the  com  prehen  (ions  of  my 
mind,  while  there  are  many  others,  that  have  not  been 
communicated  to  me:  So  that,  it  is  but  a  very  little 
portion  that  I  know  of  the  great  God,  and  of  his  coutt- 
fels  and  methods  of  wifdom  and  grace  by  Jefus  Chrifi, 
and  of  the  exalted  themes,  employments,  and  enjoy- 
mentsof  heaven,  compared  with  whatlhey  areinthem- 
felves,  and  will  one  day  appear  to  be.  But,  when  I 
arrive  at  the  bright  regions  above,  I  (hall  have  as  certain 
immediate  and  familiar  a  knowledge  of  them,  as  any 
of  my  mod  intimate  friends  and  acquantance  now  have 
of  me;  yea,  though  there  is  an  infinite  dithnee,  be¬ 
tween  the  knowledge  which  God  has  of  me,  and  the 
utmoft  of  that,  which  I  ever  can  have  of  him  ;  yet  my 


NOTE. 


way 


*  Here  frtins  to  be  a  double  aljufion,  (  V  ,6.  and  Rev*  xxi.  tB.  which  did  not  girt  h 
wsjrfy*  tv  auviy^alt)  otic  io  x  gtafs,  which  cU-nr  a  vtctf  of  the  objeft,  as  our  Wkir;*- 
prefents  an  objeft  tn  the  eye,  though  with  ghjlci  tlo :  {See  alfo  the  note  on  x  Oct* 
ibme ohfrurlty ;  and h to  be  uwterftncHt,  rot  i».)  *1  h*  either  U  an  ajlufion  ton  TiddJ*h, 
ofapFofpeflfe,  fijeh  fori  of  Etaflrsbdinjyj  ire-  wbidi  t*  an  obfcuTtway  of  representing 
dern  inrenrion;  bin  of  a  nrirrour,  or  to  the  usdei-ftatidinK,  and  requites  the  ialc:*r 

iD^glafi,  vhich  anciently  con  lifted  of  fomc  of  the  mind  to  find  thim  out;  ij 


policed  metal,  fuch  as  copper  or  bra%  or  fame  ropics  read  faett  of  tv  ccmyp?!:)  -  -*i 
fled,  or  gold;  Extd*  xxxviik  3.  J&  xxivlL  ut  a  rid&U.j  Y;d.  MtIL  £c  to  fre* 
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k out* ev» «  &lfo  way  of  knowing  hint)  and  all  heavenly  objects,  will.be 
i  am  known.  bya  foil  of  ini  mediate  infpefiion,  rcfembhng  that,  with 
which  both  he  and  the  holy  angels  now  know  me  *. 
tj  And  now  *3  tOtt>ndinle  what  l  would  offer,  to  f;tt  forth 
atideth  faith,  the  excellence  and  importance  of  truly  ebridhn  love,  it 
h>»pe,  charity,  has  not  only  the  preference  to  all  fpi ritual  gifts  but  even 

X?  ‘BSi  h3  t0  eveiy otfier  fpccial  and.  fa,ioe  sracc :  for,  during 

tLcfc it  charity.  our  abode  in  this  prefent  life,  the  three  cardinal  graces 
of  faith,  hope,  and  lore,  refide  in  feparably  in  the  hearts 
of  the  faints,  and  are  of  continual  ufe,  and  vaftly  mora 
'  to  be  preferred  than  any  fpiritual  gifts  whatfoevexy  yea* 
they  are  all  conflituems  of  the  chriftian  charaGer,  and, 
ought  to  be  in  daily  exercife  till  wc  die.  'Faith  h  molt 
immediately  neceffary  to  our  pardon  and  jufti  licit  ion; 
hope  to  our  comfort;  (Rem.  v*  j,  2.)  and  love  to  our 
conformity  to  God,  andchearful  obedienceto  his  coni* 
minds  :  {1  John  iv,  y,  8,  16*  and  v.  3 Ent  the  mofl 
excellent  of  all  tnefe  as  it  not  only,  like  faith 

and  hope,  relates  to  God  and  ourfehes,  hue  to  others 
aifo  ;  as  faith  and  hope  are  defigned  to  promote  Ir,  and 
are  proved  to  be  genuine  by  it}  and  as  it  is  the  blighted 
image  of  the  God  oflove,  and  will  go  to  heaven  wita 
us,  and  be  perfected  there*  where  faith  in  an  nnfeen  Jt+ 
fuff  and  as  the  tyidtnee  of  things  notfcent  (1  fW.  1  8* 
and  Heb,  xu  1*)  {hall  be  fwallowed  up  in  vilion  ;  and 
hope,  as  an  expedition  of  future  and  unfeeu  bleflcd- 
nefs,  to  relieve  us  under  all  our  prefent  bunions,  (Rom* 
viii,  24 *  25.)  fhall  be  fwallowed  up  in  complete  enjoy¬ 
ment  1 1  while  love  to  God  and  Chrift,  faints  and  zn* 
gels,  villmake  up  a  great  part  of  the  harmony  and  hip- 
pinefs  of  heaven,  and  will  glow  and  fume  with  the  molt 
difimerefted  and  delightful  ardour  for  ever* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


How  ambitious  fhould  we  be  of  abounding  in  every  cxerdfi:  of  fu  amiable  *■ 
grace,  ^  brotherly  ChrillMn  U)Te»  which  refults  from  faith  in  Chrift,  and  from^ 
love  Wi  him,  and  tn  God  through  him !  What  are  ail  mirandous  gifts  of  tonjrues, 
of  prophecy,  of  immediate  revelations,  of  working  wonder*!  and  of  a, firm  af* 
font  to  the  great  truths  of  fhegnfpeh  whereby  wc  might  be  fitted  For  frr^ice  ht 
the  church  i  And  what  are  all  external  afis  of  the  mod  generous  liberality  to  the 


NOTE. 


4  As  the  apoilie  does  not  iky  he 

was  kno*n,  I  have  taken  ihe  liberty  ro  tup- 
ply  it  various  way.*,  in  the  firlt  of  Whu*h, 
perliap;,  I  may  be  lingular;  but  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  cify^  natural,  and  agreeable  to 
the  reprefematton  given,  In  the  former  pitt 
of  the  vetfe,  of  did- intimate  manner  of  know- 
things  in  heaven,  like  that  eTJtauf  fact 
fat* 

f  Frith  and  bop tr  In  their  prefent  uayl  of 
aftinj,  will  erzfe  in  heaven;  ami  yet  there 
Vat.  IV.  f 


poor, 

viU  ever  be  a  firm  perfsafion  of  the  truth  tu 
all  tb at  God  lhall  make  knowm  in  that  ILil>v 
and  &o  entire  tmfl  j±nd  confidence  in  him,  for 
the  end  left  perpetuity  of  all  pnffiblc  blrllfi- 
nifs;  tod  karate  fptdts  there  ^iil>  <Joub> 
left,  live  in  an  allured  hope  and 
of  the  Rfurtrfiion  and  ne-uidon  ol  the  body, 
together  with  all  the  S'0fY*  *hich 
tend  that  final  mamfrlUnnu  of  the  Sot*  of 
God* 

K 


*4 6  Tbs  Firjl  EpijlU  to  the  CoRmTniAti* parapbrAfid*  Ch.  ziv# 

poor,  and  fuffrring  martyrdom  it  felf  for  our  proftfiitfn  of  Cbrift*s  name,  without 
a  principle  of  grace  tn  the  heart,  and  particularly  the  grace  of  Jove,  to  aarmatci 
foi  ritualize*  and  improve  them  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  our  own  and  other's 
good?  They  may  appear  with  foerious  and  ooifypompj  but,  without  love, 
will  be  of  no  Caving  advantage  to  u&,  andwifl  leave  us  mifcrablc  creatures  for 
ever,  How  admirable  is  evangelical  love  in  its  benevolent  temper  and  behaviour* 
jneefenels,  patience,  humility,  and  ftfrhearancej  in  its  candour,  and  willingncfo 
to  believe  and  hope  the  beft ;  in  its  fympathy*  ditmtercftednds,  and  generofity ; 
and  in  its  tender,  , touching*  and  friendly  care,,  for  the  welfare  of  other?  !  And 
of  how  much  longer  duration  is  this  excellent  grace,  than  nil  fprrimal  gifts, 
which  may  be  loft,  even  while  we  live,  and  wilt  hare  their  period  with  this  world 
at  for  theft,  and  be  ufdefa  in  the  next ;  and  which  at  belt  leave  us  very  iroperfeft 
in  our  knowledge,  like  children  in  underflanding,  while  we  are  here  I  And 
though  faith  and  hope  abide  with  us,  and  are  as  neceflary  as  love,  during  our 
continuance  in  this  world  ;  yet  love  is  the  moft  eminent  of  thele  graces,  as  on 
many  other  accounts,  fo  especially,  becaufe  it  will  abide,  and  be  perftfted  toge¬ 
ther  with  our  knowledge  of  divine  things,  in  heaven;  where*  nut  only  all  Cpiri- 
tual  gilis,  but  faith  and  hope  themfdves,  in  their,  prefent  ufe  and  ererciCc,  as 
well  as  feveral  other  graces,  that  are  Hiixtd  to  this  (late  of  imperfeflioo  and  war- 
tire  (ball  cenfe;  and  we  fliall  hare  no  further  occasion  for  them  to  all  eternity* 


CHAP,  XIV. 


The  apofiU  recommends  fuch  fpiritu&l  g*ftst  as  are  fuiled  to  anfwer  the 
pvrpcfes  of  Chriflian  love  for  the  edification  of  otter Sy  and  prefers 
prophecy  to  the  gift  of  tongues i  it— j,  Illufirates  the  unprofitable - 
nefs  of  barely  /peaking  in  unknown  languages  ^  without  interpreting 
them ,  by  feveral  comparifonsy  6, — Jl*  Exhorts  to  an  intelligent 
fort  of  vjorfbipy  that  may  be  profitable  to  others ,  as  well  as  aurfthesy 
13* — ‘20.  Shews  the  proper  ufe  of  the  gift  <f  tongites 5  and  the  great-* 
er  advantage  of  propheffingf  Reproves  and  regulates  va¬ 

rious  diforders  which  arofe  in  religious  affemblUjy  frmn  a  van  often- 
'Tation  of  gift  Si  261—^33*  And  from  womens  /peaking  in  the 
churchy  34>— 40- 


TiijT. 

Tallow  after  eha- 
rity  and-  de- 
Jjre  fjariuiil 

but 


PARAPHBASE. 

"PROM  what  I  have  been  faying  to  recommend  Chri- 
ftian  love,  (chap,  xiii.)  Let  me  eartieftly  intreat 
yon  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  exercife  of  this  im¬ 
portant  grace  *  :  And  as  to  fpiritnal  gifts,  1  would  that 
ye  fliould  be  zealoufly  concerned  to  abound  in  them  at* 
fo  j  provided  it  be  only  with  a  view  of  glorifying  God, 
and  being  ufefnl  to  others :  Bur,  in  oppoGtion  to  thof: 
'that  are  too  fond  of  tbe  gift  of  tongues  (vrr.  12.) 
for  vain  glorious  ends  (Sec  the  note  on  chap.  12 .  31.}  I 
wouLdjchiefly  recommend -to- yen  the  gifr  of  prophecy  f 

whereby 

NOTE. 


*  The  church  at  Corimh  «ys  very  imifh  particularly  from  the  third  andfonrih  chap- 
waiting  in  their  chrifiian  temper,  while  ictsj  and  therefore  lie  not  only  fpent  thj 
there  were  ftrifes  and  dLrilions  among  them,  hitheft  eucominim  upon  charily  or  bte; 
and  cat /aid  I  amcf  Paul,  aid  mubtr  Iain  sf  { chap ,  xiiL)  but  here  urges  them  t®  punVr  or 
Apolius,  drc.  (chap*  Mu  3,4-)  and  there  follow  after  it,  See,  fer  an  a^touni  of  a  hit 
were  fomc  among  them,  that  would  fit  up  this  charity  b*  Ihenote  on  Chap.  x\ll  1. 
fjxifc  tracker*  agjinft  tbeapuilie  Paul*  as  ap-  *  By  prophecy  here,  feemsaot  to  hcmcjni 
pears  from  a  great  p^rt  of  this  tpiftle,  aud  foretelling  things  to  come  j  but  opening  ;hc 

fcripu;fts 
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bntratbtrrtntyc  whereby  ye  may- be  enabled,  under  divine  illumination 
may  prophdj'.  and  afliftance*  to  explain  and  apply  the  facrcd  oracles* 
or  to  deliver  tnftniftioos  under  any  other  form*  to  tbe 
edification  and  confirmation  of  one  another*  upon  tbe 
principles  of  tbe  charity*  which  fceks  not  her  own. 
[Chap.  xiii.  5.) 

*  For  he-that  2  For  be  who,  by  the  gift  of  tongues,  fpeaks  of  di- 
knoutn ^ ' ’tooeuc  v4n^. clunks  in  a  language*  which  his  hearers  are  unac* 
fpakflh  not  w-  quainced  with*  doth  not  therein  fpeak  to  the  underftand- 
to  men,  btft  no-  ing  of  thefe  men  though  to  the  underftinding  of 

muiMmiti  rihnT  ®od,  w&o*  *b*  author  of  all  languages* 

«th  him-,  how-  and  of  tbe  extraordinary  gift  of  fpeaking  them,  can't 
tmt  in  the  fjiitir,  but  know  the  meaning  of  every  word  in  them  :  For  no 
pcrion  that  is  a  ttranger  to  the  tongue  in  which  another 
talks,  can  tell  what  be  fays,  or  learn  any  thing  from  it) 
but  it  is  all  myftery  to  him,  how  excellent  and  impor¬ 
tant  ioever  the  do&rines  may  be:  which  the  preacher  ut* 
ters  by  the  gift  of  Spirit  and  how  intelligible  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  foever  they  may  be  to  his  own  foul  *. 

3  Fat  he  thi?  pro-  3  But  he  who  explains  thepropbetick  writings  of  the 

piicikth  fptuttth  Ola  Tfjlameat,  and  thereby  calls  a  light  upon  tbe  Nsvit 
jLTiTn.“  -  an^  he  wl*fii  the  infpi ration  of  the  fpirit*  publilhcs 
hortaikui,  sod  1HU  further  articles  of  evangelical  truth*  in  plain  and 
comfort.  intelligible  terms*  artfwrn  the  end  of  preaching,  in  ac¬ 

commodating  himfelf  to  the  under  (landings  of  men,  to 
whom  he  fpeaks  for  their  improvement  in  light  and 
grace}  and  for  exciting  them  to  the  duties  of  their  ho¬ 
ly  calling*  and  promoting  their  confolation  in  Cbrift. 

4  Hethitfpesk-  4  He.  who  delivers  bis  fermons  in  a  language*  or  ftyle 
eth  in  »n  »«■  above  the  capacities  of  his  audience,  may  exprefs  things 

knou-n  that  greatly  tend  to  bis  own  fpirltual  improvement  and 

fo 


NOTES. 

feripturw,  and  deckling  the  whole  ContUcl  burnt  andfpiritualfoags;  (Cot,  ill.  1(5. )  anti 
of  God,  by  immediate  infpiraiion,  including  tnofe  hymns  that  were  uttered  in  public,  by 
alio  the  vnoft  ordinary  tfliiltocts  of  tht  fpi*  ihe  iiumcdiuc  of  the  fpirit,  Icon, 

rit,  which  are  obtained  by  reading  inediifl-  to  have  been  pronounced  only  by  the  infpir- 
tion,  and  prayer;  Por  the  foreiruTrig  of  fil-  ed  perfon  himfvlf;  or,  at  Jeaft,  others  could 
ture  event#  was  not  G>  much  to  the  then  pte-  not  join  in  then  with  the  voice,  till  he  had 
fent  edification  of  the  church,  at  estpooiHjinj  delivered  them  our. 
the  word  of  God,  end  preaching  the  troth*  j  Ur  Lightfist  fuppofes,  with  force  prota* 
at  it  u  in  Jefos ;  becanfe  the  chief  advantage  tilUy,  that  the  tongue,  principally  intended 
bf  the  predation*  of  iufpired  men  lies  in  the  by  the  apoftle,  was  the  Hebrew,  which,  of  * 
fonfirmationofoUr  faith  id  after-tune*!  when  long  time  p aft,  was  not  the  common  and 
the  things  thercJelvcs  come  to  paft:  tint  mother  tongue,  but  was  gone  imo  difufe;  hue 
prophesying  is  here  preferred  to  the  gift.of  now,  by  the  gift  of  tongues,  it  wee  reftored 
tongue*]  becamfe  it  was  to  the  prefeut  edlfi-  to  the  ttiiniftcrs  of  the  church ;  And  hefuf- 
eaiion  of  the  church.  And  under  the  head  pcAs  that  the  per  Ions  whom  the  apoflle  ha<f 
of  prophecy,  we  niay  include  hteaking  oat  in-hls  eye,  judaiiedin  this  matter;  and  that 
inm  fbngr  of  pratfe,  under  an  afflatus  of  the  they  retained  the  ufe  of  tbe  Hebrew  language 
fpirit,  which,  in  the  cafe  of  Zacharies,  li  m  the  church,  although  unknown  to  the 
■mDcH  his  prophefying,  Luke  i,  67*  and  common  people;  and  followed  the  atflomof* 
which  items  to  be  brought  into  that  clafi  in  the  fynagogue,  where  the  feriprurt  was  read* 
the  tjthwfe  of  this  chapter.  This  may  be  pnyers  were  made,  aod  dof trines  prcacheJ 
reckoned  to  prophefy;  heeaufc  we  atp  kid  tn  in  the  Jhi/rw  toogue.  See  his  Te*m»4i*rt 
titcb  and  admQmpt  ozt  anttbit  ro  ExenUaihutt 


ton gut  e- 
diticth  himillf ; 
but  be  that  pro* 
phcticth  edifklh 
ibt  duuxh* 


j  I  *ouH  that 
ft  all  fpakc  with 
tongue ,  but  ra¬ 
ther  that  yc  pro* 
phcfid :  forgnai* 
er  ri  he  that  pro- 
pheficth  than  he 
thatTpc-Juthttrith 
lonjnes,  except 
htintfrpret^  ihat 
the  church  ituy 
rccaTc  edifying* 
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fo  may  affeQ  his  own  heart,1  which  he  ought  indeed  to 
atm  atin  all  hie  holy. miniftrations*  though  that  fiioold 
not  be  the  only  end  pf  his  engaging  in  them  :  But  he 
who  interprets  the  feripture,  and  makes  known  the 
mind  and  will  of  God"  about  the  way  Of  falvation,  not 
not,  only  profits  bis  own  foul;  but,  according  to  the 
great  defign  of  preaching,  he  is  ufeful  to  the  church  in 
building  it  up,  by  addittofts  'of  new  converts,  and  by 
promoting  the  growth  of  its -  members  in  knowledge, 
faith  and  loye,  holincle  arid  obedience,  through  the  a* 
gency  of  the  fpirit. 

5  I  could  heartily  wifh,  if  it  fo  pleafed  God,  that  ye 
all  might  be  furnifbcd  *  (as  many  of  you  ate)  with  the 
gift  of  tongues :  But  as'  this  is  of  little  nfc,  unlefs  when 
ye  come-  among  people  that  don't  apprehend  the  mean¬ 
ing  <of  the  language,  which  ye  can  fpeik  without  this 
fupornarural  faculty;  I  much  rather  defire  that  ye  may 
be  (fcilfrl-in  the  dodrints  of -divine  revelation,  to  ex¬ 
plain  and  apply  them  r-Pbr  he  is  the  'more  excellent 
man,  more  to  be  efteemed,  'end  of  much  greater  im¬ 
portance  to  tbe  church,  [Mattb.  xi.  tr.)  who,  in  his 
jniniftry,  dtfeovers  A  deep  inGgbt  into  the  feriptures  of 
the  Old  Teftament;  arid  into  the  peculiarities  of  the 
gofpel  difpenfation," than  he  who  delivers  his  fentimenti 
in  ((range  languages;  unlefs,- while  in  them  he  (peaks 
the  wonderful  works  of  God,  { A£Ii  it.  il.)  he  alfo ex¬ 
plains  to  his  hearers  what  he  fays,'  in  a  tongue  which 
they  underftand,  that  the  church  ofChrift  may  he  real¬ 
ly  benefited  by  his  labours1.  -And  the  like  may  be  laid 
of  fuch  -high'  fcbolsrfHc  (trains  of  learning  and  elo* 

.  quence,  as  rather  amufe,  than  inftrutt  an  auditory. 

6  Now,  my  brethren,  whom  I  love  in  the  truth,  (2 
John  ver.  t.)  permit  me,  for  the  avoiding  of  envy,  to 
illuftrate  this  argument,  with  a  reference  tomjrfelf  who 
have  an  intereft  in,  at  lead,  forae  of  your  affc£Uoos ; 
fuppofe  1  were  to  come  to  you*  and  to  {peak  in  languag¬ 
es,  which  ye  are  utter  Grangers  to,  of  what  advantage 
‘would  it  be  to  you  ;  uoleft  Iwere  to  interpret  them, 
and  to  communicate  to  you,  in  intelligible  terms,  fuch 
things  as  are  made  known- to  me,  and  as  I  am  comouf- 
fioned  to  declare,  either  by  a  prefent.  immediate  reve¬ 
lation  of  fome  new  truth  ;  or  by  that  (lock  of  know¬ 
ledge  in  general,  which  I  have  the  gofpel ;  or  by  open¬ 
ing  and  confirming  the  prophetick  writings  of  the  OM 

T«ft> 

NOTE. 

*  ft  appears  from  wr,  nt  i8,  13,  ay,  ninner,  to  the  preventing  of  mare  e  fete!  tx- 
*fL  that  many  of  (Ms  church,  and  pemaps  erciies  b  their  religious  afTcmbLes  ;  d 
thoU  partkuwHy  who  oppa&d  the  Spoilt,  therefore,  the  a poft la  /peaks  the  inure  ttal* 
greedy  piiued  ihcro/dvea  in  th«  gift  of  natively  ott,  , to  bumble  theitK  and  to  rr*.;- 
toug»«t  and  made  uic  of  it,  lo  a  diiorderly  late  their  oftcaUtfiKi*  and  up  profit  alk  nil  y; i*v 


6  Nott,  bre¬ 
thren  a  if  1  ctitnc 
unto  yon  Zp^ak- 
Jng  id th  leagues, 
*bit  Ibatfl  pi  o  Jit 
yoii,  except  I JWI 
ipcak  to  yon  ei¬ 
ther  ,  Lby  rtvda* 
two,  or  by  know¬ 
ledge*  or  by  pro- 
pHt/ying,  ot  by 
dodrinc  1 


7  And 
thing*  . 
lift  frivin;  faun 
*  helper  pipe  nr 


known  whit  iit 
piped  or  harped? 
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Teftament,  tacafia  light  upon  the  New  ;  or  by  deli* 
veiing  its  molt  important  do&rineSj  relating  to  faitb 
and  prsiEtice-T? 

even  J  And  t <y  &ew  how  ufclefc  talking  in  unknown 
ton?ues  would  be,  we  may  compare  it  to  the  artificial 
founds  o(  muGcal  inftrmncms,  which  are  themfelves 
h<rp, ou^ptThey  infcqjible  and  inanimate,  and -archly  Ggnificant  by 
tptci the  ruMSihtf  are  played  upon  tbenu  Suppofe,  form¬ 
ic*1  fciuT  ll  fiance,  a  pipe  or  harp  were  made  ufc  of  for  exciting 
different  pa  Eons,  and  dirc&ing  different  motions,  fbzig', 
andgeftures,  in  .mourning  and  dancing;  {Jer*  ix.  17; 
18*  and  xiviii,  36*  Job  ixu  it*  n.  Matth.  ix*  23, 
and  si.  17.)  unlefs  there  were  to  be  made  a  proper,  and 
known  diftin&ion  in  tbe  notes,  who  could  tell  for  what 
purpofe  they  are  founded,  or  befuitably  aflefted  with-it 
or  how  to  conduct  btmfel/  anfwtrable  to  it  ?  The  like 
may  be  faid  of  mufical  inflruments  of  war: 

8  For  if  the  trumpet  were  to  found  a  march,  a  charge, 
a  retreat,  or^other  poinr  of  war*  at  random,  or  iofuch 
a  confcfcd  manner,  as  fhoold  give  no  determinate  no* 
tice  of  nthat  duty  is  to  be  done,  when  an  army  is  draw-* 
ing  op  againft  an  enemy,  what  foldier  could  tell  how 
to  accommodate  himfelf  to  it,  or  get  into  proper  array 
/or  the  battle  ? 

9  In  like  manner  it  may  well  be  faid,  unlefs  your 
tongue  exprefs  words  capable  of  being  underftood  by 
your  hearers,  how  is  it  pbflible  for  them  to  know  what 
is  the  fubjtd  of  yourdifeourfe  \  what  it  is  that  ye  aim 
at,  or  {ay.tipoo  it ;  or  what  nfe  they  are  to  make„pf  it  ? 
For  all  that  ye  (peak  in  an  unknown  language.  Is  to  uo 
ipanper.of  pmpofe,  as  to  them  ;  It  is  all  a  mere  fetife* 
lefs  and  confufed  found  in  their  ears,  that  is  loft  in  the 
air;  ye  therein  fpeak,  as  it  were,  only  to  the  wind, 
your  hearers  not  being  able  to  uudcrftand  one  ward  of 
what  ye  fay. 

10  There  is  indeed  a  great  variety  of  languages  in 
the  world,  perhaps  as  many  as  there  are  different  na¬ 
tions  upon  earth;  and  none  of  them  is  without  a  dil- 
tin£l  meaning,  which  is  undefftood  by  the  people  that 
commonly  talk  it;  all  the  words  in' each  of  ihem  inrl 
for  fomething,  as  they  are  ufed  by  thofe  whnfe  mother 
tongue  it  is,  or  who  have  learnt  to  converfe  in  it;  bur 
they  are  figns  of  ideas  only  to  thofe  that  arc  acquaint* 
ed  with  them. 

rr  If 

NOTE. 

*  I  have  giten  fneh  a  fcrift  of  ail  tbefe  belter  thin  mofr  that  hm  occurred  to  mr . 
terms  ut  thi*  coojimflton  of  them,  os  teem*  thought*;  but  the  reader,  by  confrliin*  other 
to  prtfcrve  a  d.ltmOion  between  them,  »ud  etunmen  fetors,  may  find  different  turns  of 
to  iait  the  sfcG^u  of  the  prefect  argument,'  ttrprctwba,  utd  make  his  tr*n  choice* . 


t  Tor  if  the 
trumpet  give  an 
uncertain  found 
vho  flnll  prepare 
bimtelf  to  the 
haute  l 


P  So  tike  vi  ft, 
you,  except  ye 
utter  by  the  ton¬ 
gue  word*  e*iy  to 
he  nmterftood. 
bow  (tuU  ii  be 
linown  what 
tpokrn  ?  for  ye 
iiuli  t'pcA  i;uo 
the  air. 


to  There  arc, 
It  may  be,  la  m:- 
nykindf  of  voice* 
;*J  the  world,  aod 
none  of  them  is 
vrdbOL:  Ggntfici* 

tVJtl* 
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m  Therefor*  u  If  therefore  1  were  to  fail  in  company  with  one, 
the  meaning  "of  who  talks  to  me  in  words,  which  are  very  intelligible 
the  voice,  1  fall  to  himfelf,  hut  the  fignificarion  of  which  is  cjtiitc  un- 
f*  lth^Un  £**  known  ltJ  me»  ^  fhould  be  like  a  Wild  unconvertible  fo- 
aSd  he  signer  to  fuch  a  fpeaker,  as  not  being  able  to  receive 
that  fpeaketh pall  his  irtftni&ions,  or  to  make  any  reply ;  and  he,  who 
Ww-run*.  fpeaks  in  that  ft  range  language,  would  be  like  one  that 
°  talks  gibberith  to  me,  I  not  having  any  notion  of  what 

he  means. 

ti  Even  r«ye,  12  And  this  is  the  very  cafe  with  you,  if  ye  deliver 

fnrefrmKh  m  ye  divine  things  to  others  in  a  language,  which  they  can 
ritml  gifts,  C-ct  put  no  fenfo  upon.  But  fince  many  of-  you  ate  fu  ea- 
that  ye  m*y  ex.  gerly  defirous  of  excelling  in  fpirttual  gifts ;  let  it  be 
^  <i?t,XetUkjr’a'8  your  great  ambition,  not  to  attain,  ufe,  and  exercife 
0  ,  c  oni  that,  which  is  fo  unprofitable,  as  the  gift  of  tongues, 
is  among  people  that  can’t  be  inftruded  and  edified  by 
it  i  but  to  abound  in  thofe  more  excellent  ones,  that 
are  adapted  to  promote  the  knowledge,  faith  and  love, 
piety  and  incteafe  of  the  church. 

1  Wherefore  ’3  ^  therefore  any  of  you  be  fond  of  (peaking  Ian- 
lw  Vmrharfpeat*.  guages,  by  a  miraculous  power,  which  he  himfelf  was 
etii  in  a»  «»-  before  a  ftranger  to,  and  which  thofe,  that  have  not 

tra^that  hTna*  k*rnt  can  ma^c  nothing  of ;  let  him  beg  of  God, 
interpret.  *  that,  when  he  comes  among  fuch  fore  of  people,  he 
may  alfo  be  enahled  to  interpret  what  he  fays  in  their 
vulgar  tongue,  that  it  may  not  be  a  heap  of  unfenfed 
words  to  them  •,  but  that  they  may  be  profited  by  the 
difeourfe. 


>4  For  if  I  *4  For  to  transfer  this  again  to  myfelf,  (« r.  6.)  as 
pny  in  an  <i»-  I  foid  before  of  preaching  or  prophefytng  ;  fo  I  woold 
i«n^o tongue, *«y  nov  fay  of  praying  in  a  public  aflembLy,  if  my  focial 
trm/u£l  Pra?er  °s  «P»  “  it  ought  to  be,  in  their  hearing 

Handing  i*  m.  and  as  their  mouth  to  God,  and  it  be  in  a  language 
fruitfiil,  which  they  don’t  underftand,  my  Own  heart  may  indeed 

be  engaged  in  the  prayer,  as  knowing  what  the  peti¬ 
tions  are,  which  I  prefent  to  the  Lord  $  but  my  own 
underftanding  the  prayer  is  of  no  advantage  to  the  reft 
of  the  company,  who,  for  want  of  knowing  the  fenfe 
of  my  expreifions,  can’t  join  with  me  in  It,  or  be  foit- 
ably  affefted  by  it  *. 

tf  what  fc  it  15  What  then  is  the  Him  and  upftiot  of  ail  that  I 
the  ^ave  been  faying  on  this  head  }  and  what  is  fitted  and 

and  heft  for  me  to  do  in  thefc  cafes  ?  It  is  this,  when  I  am 
to  pray  in  a  public  congregation,  it  (hall  be  my  great 
deJjrc  and  concern,  that  l  may  do  it  with  fpirituai  af¬ 
fections 


NOTE. 

*  THis  plainly  condoms  the  pnftfec  of  the  pulilicly  prjyf&s  In  Ldgr 

ike  people  undtrihed  nothingof  ik*t 
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and  1  will  pray 
with  the  undr'- 
ft  indlo  5  alij  ;  J 
v\\\  ting  with  tLc 
fy\r\t  and  I  wilt, 
ti:;j£  iht  U*i- 
dcrltnidicg  alio. 


I S  Elic,  when 
thou  (halt  blc£s 
with  the  rpiLat  p 
how  fhril  he  that 
oceup^eth  the 
100m  of  (he  un¬ 
tamed  far  amen 
at  thy  giving  of 
thunk s*  feeing  he 
underftandethnot 
That  thoufsyeft? 


%y  For  thou 
verily  fiveft 
tlunb  flttil,  bat 
the  other  is  not 
edified. 


f-Qions,  by  the  fpecial  aftiftance,  and  dictate  of  the 
KuJy  Spirit,  and  that  at  the  fame  time  I  may  pray* 
not  only  with  an  underftanding  of  my  own  words,  but 
in  fuch  a  mu:  tier,  ds  that  the  under  landings  of  my 
fellow  worfhippeiP  ;:ny  like  wife  apprehend  what  I  fay  : 
And  in  all  pani  of  ptophefying,  and  particularly  that 
whicr.  con  (ills  in  uttering  the  pralfcs  of  God*  (Tee  the 
note  on  w.  i.)  what  I  would  principal  if  aim  at  is, 
that  I  may  publifh  the  honours  of  bis  name  by  the  in- 
fpiratica  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  with  fpiriiual  melody  in 
my  own  heart ;  [Eph*  v*  ip*)  and  that  I  may  not  only 
myfelf  underftaud  wbat  1  fing;  but  may  do  it  in  fnch 
words,  as  they,  who  arc  to  join  with  me  therein,  or  to 
be  iniiructed  thereby,  may  uoderftand  it  alfo,  and  fo 
ling  with  melody  in  their  own  hearts>too* 

1 6  Otherwise,  to  apply  this  to  yourfdves,  were  any 
of  yon  to  offcrthankfgiving,  blefliug,  and  praife  to  God 
in  church  aflcfnblies,  under  a  divine  Afflatus,  and  this 
were  to  be  in  ao  un  fen  fed  language,  how  is  it  pofEble 
that  any  private  and  ignorant  ptrfon,  who,  knowing 
not  only  his  mother  tongue,  comes  into  the  congrega* 
[ion,  and  Gils  up  the  place  of  a  common  hearer,  in  or* 
der  to  his  learning  and  improving  by  your  holy  mint- 
ftrations,  (houldever  be  able  to  give  his  afient  and  con- 
fenr,  and  cither  in  heart,  or  voice,  add  his  Amtn+  at 
the  clofe  of  the  fervice  *,  fince  be  canft  tell  the  mean* 
ing  of1  what  ye  have  delivered  i 

17  For  you  indeed,  as  far  as  your  own  edification  is 
concerned  in  it,  may  Gil  up  this  part  of  worfhip  in  a 
fpiritual  and  heavenly  manner,  with  good  judgment 
and  devout  afFe&ions}  but  the  bearer,  who  does  not  tm- 


derttand  what  you  fay,  can’t  poffibly  be  profited  by  ir* 
iB  I  thank  my  |8  For  my  own  part,  I  am  indeed  very  thankful  to 
vitk’  ^ton*7*  my  6rac'OU3  God,  for  favouring  me  with  this,  as  well 
more  than  yon  as  every  other  fpiritual  gift;  infomuch  that  I  am  cna* 
*11;  bled  to  fpe&k,  as  occafions  require,  in  the  extenfive 

courfe  of  my  miniftry,  with  jnany  more  foreign  lan¬ 
guages,  than  any  of  your  mod  celebrated  teachers,  or 
than  all  of  you,  taken  together,  have  ever  been  fur¬ 
nished  with,  or  called  to  make  ufe  of. 

19  Ncvenhelefs 

N  0  T  F, 

t  Tbt  ptet  af  th  unksrtud  (tv  ^i'«)  Cktw*  xvi.  3<f.  which  was  alib  pnclifed  in 
notifies  the  ph«  of  a  private,  as  well  as  of  the  primitive  church,  pa^iculirly  at  the 
An  fUitaatc  or  i^noriifli  p^ribo,  .shading  to  clofcof  Kucha  [>»}&£«  when  the  pco* 
the  place  There  common  hearers  were  wont  pU  ufcdiofay,  with  Jowl  jtv^narion, 
to  fit  in  die  cottgre-siion  i  And  here  fremi  in  ti'dimony  of  tlwh-  rtmcuriieno^  anil  appro- 
to  be  *  reference  to  the  cuftnm  of  the  batten,  Vid*  Juft,  Mxrf.  Apok  u,  p*  oi%  pB. 

church,  wEicn  at  the  end  of  tke  Minified*  &  Kujtk  F-cvSef*  biff*  ltb.  vii  cap.  ix.  p. 
pulrtk*  thankr^vm*  and  praift,  all  the  I'co*  a jj*  Cum  Not.  VWi. 
pL  anlVercd,  An^n/  »fr-  tiili  tf,  and  t 
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tg  Yrt  in  ti-s  jp  Neverthclefe,  fo  little  do  I  pride  myfelf  in  this 
rliurch  l  iiad  ra-  eJtra ordinary  endowment  or  valoe  it  for  itfelf,  or 
wiirjs  with  my  ofe  it  m  an  ofttmatious  wayr  that,  when  I  come  into  a 
^dfrrtanJing  Chriftian  aflcmbjy,  I  had  much  rather  utter  ever  fo  few 
mJ  7?JW  *  words  were  it  6ve  only,  with  judgment  and  understand- 
(hit*  alfo,  than  mg,  fo  as  to  exprefs  my  meaning  intelligibly,  and  tor 
»*■>  _ thoui'iiKl  {he  infuuQiort  and  advantage  of  others,  as  "well  as  for 

^  tonauc1"**  my  owtl  c<^1^lcat’on«  than  to  make  ten  thoufand  fine 
difenurfea  -in  a  language,  which  the  people  do  not  un¬ 
der  (land,  and  confequcmly  cannot  be  profited  by. 
id  Brethren ,  20  Let  me  accordingly  entreat  you,  my  brethren, 

|>e  not  chiUren  not  to  go  into  a  weak  end  cKUdifh  temper,  in  afFeQing 
novelties,  and  pompous  appearances,  fuch  as  the  fbowy 
Iwt  ije  ye  chi),  gift  of  tongues;  and  in  efteeming  them,  rather  than 
dren,  but  in  un-  things  that  are  more  solid  and  ufeful ;  Ye  ought,  in- 
n«n,  nd*P*  *"*  *°  refemble  little  children,  in  the  meeknefs, 

r  hannkflnefs,  and  humility  of  your  difpofttion  and  be* 

haviour,(/W<jffA.  xviii.  3,  4.)  free  front  all  malicious, 
proud,  and  envious  defigas:  and,  when  at  any  time 
angry,  ye,  as  is  ufual  with  children,  ihould  Toon  cool 
933111 ;  but  in  knowledge,  judgment,  and  diferetion, 
efpecially  with  regard  to  ydur  apprehenfions,  andma- 
ii.igemem  of  fpuitu.il.  things^  it  becomes  yon  to  think 
and  ad,  and  approve  yourfelves,  as  men  grown  up  to 
maturity  of  under  (fan  ding. 

it  in  the  law  2>  That  ye  may  do  thus  in  the  ufc  of  unknown 
It  is  vku'D,  with  tongues,  and  not  to  be  over-fond  of  them,  I  befeech 
”L"  6f  °lliw  you  to  con  fider,  that  in  the  Holr  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
tl.tr  lips  will  i  1  diament,  (lee  the  note  on  John  x.  34.)  as  particular* 
fpr»k  unto  this  ly  in  Drat,  xxviii.  49.  and  (fa,  xxviii.  1 1.  it  is  faid,  by 
»«r Pal|:  ihlt  win  WHy  °f  Ter coining  and  rebuke  to  lfracly  for  their  ob- 
ii-cynot  h«r  me  ftinacy  and  infidelity,  to  the  following  purpofe,  I  will 
fsitb  tiieij>jd.  fpeak  to  this  incorrigible  people,  by  the  unknown  lan¬ 
guage  of  foreign  nations,  who,  by  my  providence, 
lhall  have  the  rule  over  them*  5  and  after  that,  by  in- 
fpired  men,  who  (hall  deliver  my  counfel  in  ftraflge 
languages,  by  a  miraculous  gift,  to  convince  them  of 
their  disobedience  and  unbelief,  in  not  hearkning  to 
the  meffiges  of  my  fervants,  which  were  delivered  to 
them  in  the  pltrineft  terms :  But,  norwithftan«lii.g  al! 
this,  fuch  is  the  perverfenefc  of  then  hearts,  that  they 

will 


NOTE. 

*  1  havci  taken  in  u*l>s*t  f  apprehend  to  be  tongues,  linger  the  Ke*'  TcAimcnt  dupon- 
the  primary  rf  ihcifc  pmphtclt:**  as  h  faz\oat  whfch  w*>idd  carry  plain  tokens  cf 
tvldttfi  to  Coifs  making,  nations,  dHiicinfpiration  in  thofc  perions,  whom  the 

iiK’h  ia  the  Ajiyia usud  a  fcourge  Jews  rvje&ed;  and  whom  they  would  cor:* 

to  [friidt  to  convince  Them  of  their  tin,  in  limit  cbfttoateJy  in  rqeft,  notwiihilandteg 
i»**t  hcarfenirjr  to  his  prtphcls;  and  the  ft-  thb  further  evidence*  thut  ihhqt  jhey  fpoks 
t  fcj’-fc,  ac<xTiiiti£  u>  the  vat  froau  Gcd+ 

}  U  IhiLlCikk  to  illC  ^ilt  of 
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will  not  attend  unto,  and  receive  the  tnftrudions  of 
my  providence  in  one  ca£f,  any  more  than  of  my  fer- 
vants  in  the  other,  fays  the  Lord* 

»  Wherefore  21  So  that,  as  may  be  gathered  from  thele  paflages, 
^king  in  unknown  tongues,  by  an  extraordinary  gift, 
ih'it  helieve,  bnt  is  foch  an  evident  token  of  miraculous  operation,  as  is 
them  that  he-  adapted  and  deiigncil,  not  for  the  edification  of  chafe, 
/.ropiwlying  fiX  tta*  do  jbeady  believe  in  Chrift,  according  to  the  gof- 
T-tth  not  for  than  pel  revelation' of  him  t  but  for  the  convidion  of  iafi- 
*hat  bdicYt  net  dels,  and  for  a  teftimony  againft  fuch  as  continue  ob- 
.th*ir]i  Ldieve.011  i*1  their  unbelief,'  as  well  as  for  the  more  fpeedy 

propagation  of  Chiiiiianity  in  heathen  countries^  and 
therefore  it  is  not  proper  to  nfe  it  unneceflarily  in  the 
church,  as  though  they  were  ftill  in  a  date  of  infidelity, 
and  needed  a  continuance  of  this  confirmation  of  the 
gofpel  among  them  :  but  preaching,  or  explaining, 
confirming,  and  applying  the  doctrines  of  the  Old  and 
New  Te  (lament1,  is  Alicea,  by  the  ordination  and  hlef* 
fing  of  God,  not  only  for  the  converfion  of  unbelievers*  s 
but  Jikewife  for  the  further  inftruQioo,  edification,  and 
eftabfilh  tnent  of  thofe,  that  have  already  believed' thro* 
grace;  and  fo  ought  to  be  ordinarily  ufed  in  church 
afictr.blies  for  that  purpofc,  rather  than  the  gift  of 
tongues,  as  heing  mod  profitable  for  them. 

1;  if  therefore  23  If  therefore  the  whole  church  meet  together  for 
tw'ooni^o'ctJKT  wor^1*l’  God-,  as  is  cuftomary  with  all  the 
Mtooot  pSTw  churches,  in  one  am!  the  fame  place  f ;  and  all  that 
all  fpcafc  with  officiate  in  it,  were  to  deliver  themfebes,  either  in 
and  prayer,  praife  or  preaching,  in  one  and  another  bn- 
ihofe  that  are  an-  gU3g?>  that  is  not  under Itood  by  the  auditory,  nor  is 
karoo],  oronbe-  interpreted  to  thrtn,  that  it  may  be  fo  ;  and  if  any  or- 

li"  %  That^e  dinary  Priv3tC  Perf°1,s»  fee  the  note  on  wr*  id.) 

uic  mad  f  yC  that  can  make  no  fenfe  of  what  is  faid  \  or  any  that  are 
ftrangerc  to  the  jloTpel,  and  under  the  power  of  unbo~ 
lief,  wr*re  to  come  into  your  congregation  at  fuch  a 
time,  What  would  they  think  and  fay  of  you;  Would 
this  be  a  likely  means  of  convincing  and  converting 
them  ?  Or  rather,  wculd  they  not  defpjfe  and  ridicule 
you,  and  conclude  rhat  ye  are  all  a  parcel  of  wild,  fran¬ 
tic  embufiafts,  that  arc  betide  yourfelvcs,  and  are  pot- 

ft  fled 

notes. 

*  Since  preaching  oi  proph^-in*  is  the  church,  as  coming  loptlifl^in  place, 
mcanj,  tf-hich  God  has  appoinitd,  and  wn$m  ((tj  to  «ur$)  at  he  alto  did  in  cbtrp*  xi  ao* 
f'X  the  converfion  of  (iunm,  a#  bjipeais  frfrti  film  s  thai  churctit^  in  fhotc  dayi  vere  ran* 
x.  14,-17.  and  i  Car.  i,  11,  k  riib’d  grcg'tiiotta|»  or  Inch  m  and  cidinnrtlr 
hr,  not  abftduccty,  hut  in  ibrac  refirataed  Jifh  wUvd  t^^ibcr  it)  one  pkc,  fur  the  cri£- 
Ar-fc,  ihu  wf  ore  (u  vndcrihnd  ihc  apofHf,  tuiUi  of  fiivUie  uniioiii-wf;  and  that  all 
when  he  fata,  piophtfj'iiJg  Tcrvci  net  tor  theb  member*  were  wry  cartful  to  pre  their 
i’rem  tint  t*Ikvc  nut.  a*  much  a*  pu£Uc,  at  tLcir  tial- 

J  The  ppoAic’s  fpcaU^g  cf  the. ■whole  fcl 
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tt  Sat  if  all 
•»* 

their  corocin  one 
that  bcBcrah  not 
or  w  unlamol, 
hgirWtrinced  of 
in,  he  is  judged 
of  ail: 


35  And  rim* 
we  tbefemtfof 
lib  heirt  made 
xxufiifdl  ;  and  fo 
falling  itfwn  on 
bis  face,  be  will 
wot  Grip  God,  and 
TCjwrt  that  God 
it  in  yoa  of  4 

Siftdu 


if  How  Is  it 
then,  brethren  ? 
v!wn  yoa  come 
rogether,  every 
one 


feflid  of  the  devil,  rather  than  concluded  and  influen¬ 
ced  by  the  infinitely  wife  and  good  Spirit  of  God  ? 

24  But  if  every  imniftrtog  femur,  in  bis  proper 
torn,  prays  and  expounds,  and  preaches  in  a  plain  in* 
tdligiblc  ftile;  and  any  unbeliever,  or  private  and  ig¬ 
norant  perfon,  provider! daily  comes  in  to  beafj  whether 
out  of  curioGty,  or  from  fotae  other  motive,  hr  is  in 
the  way  of  being  brought  to  fori  o  us  and  rational  con* 
vision  ;  and,  through  the  concurring  light  and  power 
of  the  bleffed  Spirit,  will  be  effeftttally  convinced  of 
his  own  (in,  mifery,  and  danger,  and  of  the  excellency, 
fuitablenefc,  and  importance,  together  with  his  own 
need  of  and  concernment  in  thofc  things,  which  every 
fpeaker  utters;  and  hisconfcience  will  be  thereby  brought 
to  form  a  juft  judgment  concerning  hts  own  ftate  and 
condition,  and  to  condemn  himfelf,  as  guilty  before 
God,  by  means  of  what  they  feverally  deliver  and  in- 
force,  according  10  the  word, 

25  And  fo  the  imnoft  thoughts  and  difpofiticns  of 
bis  heart,  relating  to  God  and  himfelf,  are  as  plainly 
defeated,  and  laid  open  to  the  view  of  his  own  mind ; 
as  if  the  preacher  had  known  (hem,  and  designedly  ac¬ 
commodated  his  rltfcourfes  and  prayers  to  them ;  and 
being  thus  convinced  and  judged  by  the  power  of  the 
word,  as  brought  home  and  applied  to  his  own  foul, 
he  will  be  (truck  with  a  reverend  awe  of  the  divine  Ma* 
jetty;  and  with  the  deepeft  contrition  and  abafement, 
fuch  as,  in  times  of  the  moftfolemn  humiliation,  ufe 
to  be  expieiTed  by  the  proftration  of  the  body,  down  to 
the  ground,  will  earneftly  implore  God’s  pardoning  and 
renewing  grace,  and  join  in  worfhipping  him  with  you ; 
and,  from  what  experience  he  himfelf  has  of  the  won¬ 
derful  imprcfllons  made  upon  his  heart,  he  will  go  2* 
way  with  a  teflimorty  in  his  own  confcience,  and  will 
fell  his  friends  and  acquaintance.  That  verily  Gcd, 
your  God,  is  in  a  fpecial  manner  prefenc  with  you,  to 
0W11  and  blefs  you,  and  your  miniftrariens ;  and  to 
give  remarkable  tokens  of  his  power  and  favour  among 
you, 

26  What  then  is  to  he  done,  my  brethren?  How 
are  your  fpi ritual  gifts  to  be  improved  for  promoting 
thefe  valuable  ends,  when  ye  gather  together  for  religi¬ 
ous  performances  *  ?  One  of  you  is  endued  with,  and 

ttaacU 


NOTE. 


*  E«ry  one  r>r  yoji  cannot  relate  to  every 
SndiviUoal  member  of  the  churcb,  but  only 
to thoie that  wertto  miniflenn  facred drills 

roi1  can  it  be  fnppolrd  thvLneli  tme  even  of 
them,  had  ail  the  gifts  here  mentioned:  hut 


they  lien: all  did^utd  ttnonp  them;  lb  t!;-r 
one,  who  wit  to  the  worihip,  had  one, 
or  more  of  them,  and  another  had  qutcK 
It  is  therefore  necdliry  to  take  the  cni  vot'd 
term,  here  nfed,  in  a  reftrairad  and  Jritn* 


one  of  you  hatha 
pfatm,  huh  * 
iofnne,  hath  a 
tonpKt  hath  a 
revelation,  hath 
ininurprdttion, 
Ut  «U  things  be 
4od;  to  edifying* 
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(lands  ready  to  give  vent  to  a  (pint  of  PJahmdf ;  ano¬ 
ther  to  fome  do£hine  of  the  gofpel,  for  exhortation  and 
comfort;  another  has  the  gifcxif  tongues  ;  another  bat 
fome  new  difeovery,  by  immediate  iofpiration,  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  church  ;  another  has  the  gift  of  inter¬ 
preting  what  is  f pc  ken  in  foreign  languages;  and  one  or 
other  of  you,  is  too  forward  to  (hew  his  own  gifts,  and 
to  be  heard  firft,  or,  perhaps,  to  difplay  his  talents 
in  one  part  of  the  congregation,  while  another  is  exer* 
cifing  his  in  another  :  But,  let  none  of  tbefe  gifts  of  th£ 
Spirit  be.  ufed  in  an  unprofitable,  unfeafonable,  or 
diforderly  way;  fo  as  that  one  fhould  improperly  inter¬ 
rupt  another,  or  that  thofe  of  lefs  importance  fhould 
fuperfede,  or  prevent  thofe  of  greater :  On  the  contra¬ 
ry,  let  ail  things  be  put  Into  fiich  a  due  cour.'V,  and 
carried  on  in  fuch  a  regular,  as  may,  be  bed  faited,  and, 
through  divine  grace,  may  be  moft  effectual,  to  tbe  en¬ 
larging  and  building  up  of  the  whole  diurch,  and  pro¬ 
moting  the  fpiritual  growth  of  every  member  of  it,  till 
the  work  of  God,  in  all  it’s  parts  and  degrees,  fhall  be 
perfected  in  them, 

?7  If,  nocwtthftanding  what  has  been  faid  about  tbe 
gift  of  tongues,  as  of  little  ufe  for  the  edification  of 
the  church,  (See  the  note  on  wr.  ;.)  any  of  yon  be 
dill  defirous  to  excrcife  it,Lct  it  be  at  futtable  times;  and 
in  a  regular  manner,  fo  that,  at  one  meeting,  there  or¬ 
dinarily  may  not  be  above  two  of  three  fpcahers  ac 
moft  f,  and.  that  not  all  together,  one  here,  and  ano¬ 
ther  there ;  but  one  alter  another,  in  their  nulls ;  and 
let  there  be  one,  who  (hall  faithfully  interpret  in  tbe 
vulgar  tongue,  what  ocher  fays  in  a  foreign  language, 
that  the  people  may  be  capahle  of  receiving  inftru&too. 
28  But  if  there  be  no  one  prefent,  that  has  the  gift 
interpreting  what  is  delivered  in  a  drange  language, 
■  -  ^et  him  that  would  u£e  it,  refrain  fpeaking  in  it  to  die 
congregation  ;  fincc,  in  that  cafe,  no  good  purpofc  dao 
be  anfwered  to  them  by  it ;  and  |  let  him  he  contented 
to  employ  that  talent  in  private  prayer  at  home  between 
God,  who  is  equally  acquainted  with  all  languages,  and 
his  own  foul,  which  alio  underftands  it,  and  may  be 
edified  by  it. 

29  With 

N  O  T  £  S. 

ijntive  Jtnfe,  u  this,  rod  ftro1*!  other  uni-  devotion  after  public  worfhipii  begUDjiiui 
yer^l  panicb  mcvidtml/  tobc  undcrM^ 
iu  itisiLtitndcs  of  other  places  of  feriptnre. 

t  Here*  »  Dr  Lightfeot  obfcrvtt,  ill  re- 
r«vnce,to  the  order  of  fynagogne  wottiiip,  in 
which  one  read  the  ferptwre  in  the  Hebrew 
Lr.itfuajre;  l no:  her  inte/preied*  or  preached; 
and  another  preyed, 

j  As  it  is  diJbrderl^  uid  rnieifoziaMc  for 
utflioDt  to  fpend  thtir  time  in  of  private 


Ifiny  min 
ipeak  la  40 

tongue*  Ui 

j  fr  by  tw,  or 
at  the  awft  by 
three,  and  that 
by  coorfe;  end 
let  one  interpret 


*8  Bottfthen 


let  him  keep  HI 
enre  in  the 
dfcurch;  and  ki 
him 


their  attendance  to  it  is  required^  the  apoftle'l 
advice  ferns  rather  to  relate  to  a  man*s  pri^ 
vady  ottering  the  thoughts  of  hu  heart  at 
hfime,  in  a  language,  that  wai  nnderftood 
by  none  but  God  and  htmfdf,  than  to  hb 
ttHployinr  huni'clT  in  tint  manner,  while  he 
wt*  called  to  join  with  the  cpn^rryauocb  ia 
publkk  VmQiip. 
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19  Letthepren- 
phm  fptik  two 
dr  tbrcctand  Let 
the  other  judge. 


jo  If  adjjXmg 
be  revealed  to  ft- 
rather  that  fit-i 
rt*b  by*  let  the 
firft  hold  his 
peace. 


29  With  refpe£k  alfo  (*)■  to  the  ufe  of  the  gift  of 
prophecy.  Let  but  two  or.three  of  than,  that  are  endu¬ 
ed  with  it,  fpeak  at  one  meeting  of  the  church,  and 
that  in  an  orderly  fueccflion,  without  interrupting,  or 
interfering  with  one  another:  And  as  there  are  many 
falfe  pretenders  to  the  miniliry,  and  to  infpiration,  let 
other  judicious  and  mfpired  prophets,  that  may  be  pro 
frnr,  eiamtne  (***«***»«*}  every  thing  that  is  tiud  in 
public  worfhip  ;  and  let  them  difeern  and  determine 
concerning  it,  whether  it  be  confonant  to  the  tenor  of 
Old  Tcftament  prophecies,  and  New  Teftamcnt  reve¬ 
lation,  or  not;  and  fo  make  a  difference  between  thofe 
things,  that  arc  delivered  under  divine  revelation,  or 
according  to  the  word  of  God  ;  and  thofe  that  proceed 
from  a  man’s  own  private  /pint,  or  from  a  fpirit  of  de¬ 
lation* 

30  But  (*')  if  any  important  revelation  be  made  to 
another  prophet,  that  13  fitting  in  the  affcmbly,  as  a 
hearer  and  a  judge,  and  he  fbould  thereupon  make  a 
tignai  for  audience;  Let  him  that  was  fpeakmg  break 
off,  as  foon  as  he  has  finilhed  what  he  is  upon,  that 
proper  room  may  be  left  for  this  other  fervant  of  Chritt 
to  deliver  the  meflage,  which  he  has  received,  to  be 
communicated  from  the  Lord. 


Foryemay 
all  prophefy  one 
by  one,  that  alt' 
may  learn*  mil 
ait  may  be  com¬ 
forted. 


31  And  the 
fpin;*  of  the  pro¬ 
phet* 


31  For  though  atone  meeting  there  commonly  (hould 
be  no  more  than  two  or  three  fpeakers  in  their  courfe; 

St  there  may  be  proper  opportunities  enough,  at  dif- 
rent  times  of  affembling,  for  3}  1  of  you,  that  are  un¬ 
der  immediate  in fpi ration,  (See  the  note  on  vcr.  26.) 
as  well  as  for  all  your  ordinary  minifters,  to  exerci/e 
your  gifts  of  teaching  one  after  another,  that  the  whole 
church  may  be  regularly  inffrufted  in  the  mind  and 
will  of  God,  for  their  edification  ;  (wr,  3*)  and  tJjbt 
every  one  may  receive  a  portion  in  feafon*  by  way  of 
exhortation,,  or  of  coufolation. 

32  And  this  may  well  be  done  with  the  utmoff  order, 
convenience,  and  advantage,  fince  the  gifts  and  impul* 
fes  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  even  in  infpired  men,  fo  far  ac¬ 
commodate  themfclves  to  their  rational  faculties  as 


nut 


NOTE. 

*Tb*t  this  is  meant  of  the  prophet*,  who  dutely  after  tbis  Ce*Ts  being  the  Author 
were  to  fpeak,  and  mu  tif  djufr,  wbo  were  not  of  ccmfo Hon,-  but  peace*  U  mentioned  » 
to  judge  o>ncaning  the  tiotb,  or  f^fdionli  the  rrafon  why  the  gifts  and  impuJies  of  Itic 
of  w;iat  others  delivered,  appears  from  ksbe-  fpirit  vrtre  fobjtct  to  (bole,  tkt  were  endu¬ 
ing  £3d,  rot  that  the  fpirit s  of  the  prophets  cd  wi:h  them,  lb  as  to  be  ahld  to  Ipcafc  ix 
ought  Eft  be,  blit  really  are  fubjrft  to  ihe  pro-  fcotd  their  peace!  atoccaftou  retired,  ino^ 
phets ;  and  from  (be  comm  of  the  context :  petition  to  the  afllattw  of  evil  ip;i;ts,  vtfclt 
For  this  has  a  nJcrence  to  the  preceding  di-  threw  their  prophets  into  £uch  no  20  venule 
rtftlont  ol  the  A  prophet*  to  Tpc^k,  or  nor,  cc Hade*,  as  forced  them  to  fpcak  and  ifHike 
in  a  proper order,  and  to  give  wap  oire  to  a-  fortes,  or'pettims  betide  themtelvtl,  \vlt 
auWicr  iu  dutctoi'ict  wad  In  (be  vericuuinc-  Onto  in  loc* 
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pbm  are 
u  tii(  prophet. 


3}  For  God  is 
not  fkr  attikv  of 
r:  ufulian,  but  of 
rr-  't.  M  in  all 

churches  of  the 
Iwott 


3s  I.ai  your 
women  Juep  fi- 
lence  in  At  chur¬ 
ches  1  for  it  is 

BM 


not  to  throw  them  out  of  a  due  government  of  them* 
i'eivcs,  like  the  heathen  priefls  under  their  diabolical 
poOeflioTis  ;  but  to  preserve  their  capacities  of  uttering 
themfclves,  or  not,  and  to  give  them  a  judgment 
of  diferetion,  when,  and  how  long,  it  is  tit  for  them 
to  fpeak  under  his  influence  ;  and  we  may  be  Cure  that 
this  divine  fpirit  will  not  hurry  them  into  any  indecen¬ 
cies  or  improprieties,  either  as  to  the  matter,  manner, 
or  time  of  their  fpeaking. 

33  For  the  infinitely  wife  and  bo!yr  God,  who  in- 
fpires  them  with  his  good  fpirit,  neither  Is,  nor  can  he, 
the  author,  abettor,  of  encourager,  {««*!««»)  of  fuch 
a  difordcrly,  unfeafonable,  and  wild  management,  a* 
has  a  natural  tendency  to  fling  his  worfhip  into  confu* 
don  ,atul  breed  difturbanecs  and  tumults  in  the  church; 
But  he,  as  the  God  of  peace  and  order,  is  the  com¬ 
mander  and  approver,  promoter  and  author  of  every 
thing,  that  tends  ‘to  the  fpiritoal  profperity  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  in  a  r  eg  alar,  well-governed,  and  peaceable  way, 
as  he  is- found  to  he  in  all  other  churches,  which  con- 
fill  of  fanftified  believers;  and  in  which  his  worfhtp  is 
Carried  on  in  a  fober,  decent,  and  becoming  manner  ; 
and  therefore  it  may,  and  ought  to  be  fo  among  you. 

34  As  to  your  women,  who  are  ready  to  take  too 
much  upon  them  in  public  miniftrations,  it  behoves 
them  to  be  hearers,  and  not  fpeakers  in  religious  aflem- 
blieu ;  For  it  is  neither  decent  nor  allowable  for  them 
to  preach,  or  aft  the  proper  pan  of  the  man,  in  any 
public ‘Way 'of  fpeaking*  ;  unlefs  when,  on  extraordtr 


NOTE. 


nary 


*  As  prephtfjhg  or  preaching,  by  an 
Inordinary  gift  of  the  /pirir,  is  the  main 
fnbjcft  of  the  preceding  TCrfel,  that  fort  of 
{peaking  feems,  at  tcaft,  in  rinded,  if  rot 
moft  dcrcftly  intended,  jn  what  i*  here  for¬ 
bidden  to  women  ;  and  yet  a*  -rfww,  the 
prophetefs,  fpchc  pubiidy  of  Chrid  in  the 
temple,  Luke  ii*  38  %  and  as,  on  the  famous 
day  of  p^sitdofi^  God  poured  put  of  his  fpi* 
rit  upon  daughters  and  handmaidens  t  that 
ihey  mi^ht  prophecy,  Mr  ti.  id — *9;  *nd 
accord insty  FbWfs  four  daughters  wcrcfiud 
to  prophecy,  Mt  xxi  9-  I  can  farce  thin*. 
«hit  the  ^poftlc  meant  ahfihufy  10  dilalbw 
of  womens  fpeaking  in  Ac  churth,  wheu 
they  evidently  appeared  to  be  under  a  divine 
afflatus ;  But  probably  there  were  fib  roe  »o- 
ipco  in  the  church  at  C!priiif0,1that  pretended 
10  fpcak  under  immediate  iofpir^vtm,  tho*, 
a*  far  as  appears,  they  were  not  really  Wpi- 
red,  and  therefore,  as  the  apofUe  guarded, 
again/!  their  un  female  like  irwiuner  of  uTter- 
li:g  thoiifdvc.^  under  their  pretended  im- 


pidfes,  in  chip.  xi,  f,  tf.  (Sec  the  note  on 
vcTi  3.  of  that  chapter)  Co  he  here,  without 
any  iimkatk™,  forbids  their  openly  fpeaking 
in  the  church  in  any  way,  that  is  peculiar 
to  the  office  of  men;  though  they  might 
join  their  voices  with  niefta  in  finding  the 
praifes  of  God,  and  faying  aloud,  Amtn^ 
as  was  coil  .unary  at  the  end  of  pubHcpray^ 
ces  ;  (See  the  no:z  on  nr.  iff*)  and  might 
fpJi k  in  -any  way,  that  did  not  not  icuerferc 
villi  the  aathonry  of  the  man  The  great 
diffiiahy,  which  To  much  incumbers  the 
ttosghts  of  com  mentors  on  this  place, 
may  he  chicSy  owing  to  out  not  having  the 
letter,  which  tlwr  Corimhians  wrote  u>  the 
apnille,  alxmt  difotderly  podien  among 
them,  vir,  1,)  and  which  he  smfwercd 

in  this  cpixElr-,  rofdiigibty  enough  to  ihefr, 
that  were  fully  acquainted  u  iih  the  ftihjc^U 
of  complaint,  and  the  true  tfate  of  things  tit 
that  church,  but  if  wc  admit  of  rhecafy- 
ftippoliiion,  ih*t  the  preaching  women  in 
tl:*:  chinch,  noiwuh  ft  jading  th«r  prr.mcci, 

were 


hat  Atj  are  c«w- 
marndti  to  he  un¬ 
der  obedience,  o 
aUa&uEi  thcbv* 


And  If  they 


fa  a  flume  Cor  wo¬ 
men  to  fpdk  ia 
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iKit  peroriited  an-  nary  occa  fans,  they  evidently  appear  to  be  under  an 
to  them  to  fpeah,  immediate  infpiratiem  of  the  fptnt :  In  other  cafes,  / 
do  not  fitjftr  than  to  teach ;  1  Tim.  11*  12.)  nor  do  any 
other  churches  of  the  faints  (ver,  33*)  admit  of  it; 
’tfs  br  no  means  fit,  or  proper*  or  fuiubfc  to  their  fex; 
bat  they  ought  by  3  modeft  liltnce,  to  Ihev  a fubmijfien 
to  their  own  hajbands ,  as  is  fit  in  the  Lcrdf  (Col.  iii. 
18*)  anfwerable  to  the  diftinftion  of  foxes*  which  is 
made  by  the  law  of  nature*  and  the  law  of  nations  ; 
and  as  God  himfclf  has  commanded  in  that  original 
law*  which  is  contained  in  the  writings  of  Mcfetj  (See 
the  note  on  Luke  xxiv*  44.)  faying  to  our  mother  Evef 
which  is  equally  binding  upon  her  offspring*  Thy  defire 
Jbailheto  thy  hufi&ndt  andhejhali  rule  over  thee*  (Gen* 
iii.  16.) 

35  And  if  any  woman  do  not  throughly  underftand 
iten  kjrt  them  V^1^t  ®  or  ^0DC  congregation*  and  are  defi- 
t&t£drfcosbti)ds  rotu  to  be  further  fatisfied  about  it  f*  they  may  feck 
n  bom©:  for  it  Information  in  a  private  way  gt-bome*  by  afleing  (TK* 

t/i«c  ****>»*)  their  own  believing  buibands*  Who  are  Tup* 
pofed  to  be  both  able  and  willing*  or  at  ieaft*  may  gee 
af&ftance  from  others  of  more  knowledge  than  them- 
felves*  to  inflrud  them  \  For  it  is  very  unbecoming* 
and  unfuitabie  to  -  tine  modefty  of  the  female  fex*  that 
an  umnfptred  woman  fhould  take  upon  herfelf  to  dik 
courfe*  and  debate  with  men*  in  the  public  exercifesof 
the  church* 

36  What  mean  then  theft  irregular  pra&ices  among 

Ooi  Tou>  fcdifferent  from  that  Is  permitted  in  any  0- 

yw  ther  church?  Or  what  right  can  your  church  claim* 
more  than  others*  of  giving  unto  them  ?  Can  ye  pre¬ 
tend  that  your’s  is  the  mother-church*  and  that  the 
gofpel  of  the  bleflcd  God  was  fir  ft  preached*  and  all 
it's  ordinances  were  fir  ft  inftitufed  among  you*  and 
went  forth  to  others  from  you  ;  and  that  therefore  ye 
may  do  juft  what  you  pleafe*  without  regarding  what 
was  done  among  them  ?  No*  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
originally /row  JeruJdlem%  (tfa»  ii.  3.)  and  from  thence 
was  communicated  to  all  other  churches.  Or  can  ye 

boaft 

NOTES, 

**re  not  ntally  inspired*  the  difficulty  U  re-  asking  them  queftiont,  Leif  it.  45,  Batty 
lievert;  io*l  thte  paffige  it  better  ru-oncild  apoJHe  denies  liberty  to  women,  ai  fi- 
with  ehaf .  ji*  j,  tf.  (ban  in  any  other  way*  vtiuring  too  much  of  patting  thrmlekei  an  * 
that  I  have  met  with*  level  vlh  men,  (See  Dr  ljgblfitfs  txerrj- 

f  Here  fcein*  to  be  a  reference  to  the  cuA  utions  the  pLce,  and  on  Lake  ii.  4 $j\ 
tab  of  tbe  Jrvafti  worfMp,  in  which  perfe**  and  the  apoftle  dircQi  the  wt>we n  to  apph 
woe  allowed  to  ulc.  quettwn*  of  die  prrcch-  to  thjir  own  heiieving.  husband*,  rather  (ban 
ec,  relating  to  whit  he  bad  delivered,  and  to  other  men  for  in  format  ion  t  to  prevent  ne^ 
in  cotrtvuri'y  u>  which,  our  bkffcd  I^rd?  cations of  ftaiufel  from  loo  iniimttt  chitct* 
•l  twelve  years  old,  fat  wfcb  the  debtor*,  tiiiou  tt^hothtrj  of  the  contrary  tea, 


What  f 


Crt.  xiv,  TBe  Flr/i  EpiJUe  to  the  Corinthians  faraphrc/ed,  typ 


v^a  r  or  ome  it 
Jiiio  ywi  only  ? 


31  U  any  man 
ll^uSc  htmftlf  to 
hr  a  pruphdt  or 
,  iririult  ki 
/ktK«.vkdgc 


cncnti 

Lord. 


boaft  that,  when  the  gofpel  reached  the  G*ntiUs>  it  wu 
Jirji,  and  only  imparted  to,  and  received  by  you  ;  ant{ 
therefore  ye  are  to  be  a  rule  to  all  others?  No,  the 
tioebiaiif  and  other  churches  were  favoured  with  it  be* 
JidfS,  and  even  before  you  ;  ( AEU  chap.  xi. — xviii.)  and 
therefore  ye  can  challenge  no  prerogative  beyond  any  of 
them,  hut  are  tied  down,  as  well  as  they,  to  the  iafti- 
tutions  and  command  meats  of  Chrift,  the  only  king  of 
his  church. 

37  If,  after  all,  there  be  any  one  among  you,  who 
pretends,  or  imagines  himfelf  to  be  an  infpired  prophet ; 

ipjiitud,  kt  hint  or  to  be  endued  with  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  (pint, 
an<*  with  ade#fr  and  more  extenfive  knoweldge  of  di- 
wriie  a dui  ym  vine  things,  than  others  ;  and  therefore  thinks  that  he 
c;eihecommand-  has  authority  to  give  laws  to  the  church  *  ;  Let  fuch 
of  tic  an  one  tnow,  confidcr,  and  own,  that  the  directions, 
which  1  have  wrote  concerning  thefe  matters,  are  con- 
fonant  to  the  general  rules  which  the  Lord  Jefus  him- 
ftlf  laid  down  in  bis  perfonal  miniftry,  about  public 
teaching  ;  and  are  no  other  than  the  commandments, 
which  he  has  further  communicated  to  me  and  authori¬ 
zed' me,  as  his  infpired  apollle,  to  enjoio  upon  you; 
and  which  no  one,  who  is  really  conducted  by  his  fpii 
rit,  can -deny  to  be  according  to  his  mind  and  will : 
Conf«[Uently  no  pretences  to  infpiration,  in  ferting  up 
practices  of  a  contrary  nature,  can  he  of  God,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  allowed  by  you. 

38  But  if  there  be  any  among  you  fo  wilfully  obfti- 
nate  and  perverfe,  as  not  to  underftand,  acknowledge, 
andfubmit  to  the  authority,  which  I  have  received  front 
Chrift,  and  the  commands  1  have  delivered  from  him  ; 
Let  fuch  an  pne,  at  his  own  peril,  perfift  in  his  igno¬ 
rance  and  contempt :  I  fhall  give  myfelf  no  further 
trouble  to  convince  him  ;  and  ye  ought  no  longer  to 
regard  him. 

_  39  Therefore,  to  conclude  all  that  I  have  been  fay- 

prophefy  log  on  thefe  points,  my  advice  to  you,  brethren,  is  that 
11,1  ye  be  earneftly  defirous  of  obtaining  and  exercifiag  the 

canfiaii.  ""  °f  prophecy,  as  the  moft  excellent  in  itfelf,  and 
mod  profitable  to  the  cburch,  of  all  ethers;  (wr>  1—5. )■ 
.and  yet  that  ye  would  not  utterly  difcountenance,  and 
prevent  t]he  cxercife  of  tbf  gift  of  tongues,  which  may 
alfo  be  of  good  ufe  in  it's  place,  if  it  be  managed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  foregoing  rules  about  it, 

40  la 

NOTE. 

*  In  thif  tndthc  «rt  rtrfc,  as  l\Ir  Lukt  in  rbe  church  it  Cwinih  kjainft  him,  bud  a* 
ohftrrei,  the  ipatUe  {wins  tn  point  at  fomc  gainrt  the  avthoifcy*  which  Chrifl  had  i 
chief  leader  the  faction*  wticli  had  let  up  tQ’t'cd  to  him. 


3&  3c1  if  any 
mn  he  ignorant, 
kt  him  bcignor- 
=nr. 


34  Wherefore* 
hrnhrca,  covet 
to 
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40  Let  all  40  Tn  thefe,  and  alt  things  effe  relating  to  the  war* 
be  done  fa*  Qf  God,  heed  tWt  it  be  performed  in  fiich  a 
tadcr]1*  ^  W  becoming  manner,  as  to  avoid  all  apprarante  of  child* 
ilhnefs,  ( ver .  20.)  or  of  phrentyj  ( vtr *  22.)  or  of  wo¬ 
men’s  a£ting  out  of  charafler*  {ver*  34,  35*)  or  of  any 
other  indecency  * ;  and  fee  to  it*  that  the  whole  be 
conduced,  not  according  to  the  device®  of  men’s  own 
heads,  under  any  pretence  whaifoever  ;  but  according 
to  the  commandments  now  gi yea  you  from  the  Lord* 
(ver.  37.)  in  fiich  a  regular  comfe,  (wa  27 — 33*  a® 
may  prevent  confution,  and  may  put  a  reputation  ,  in- 
(lead  of  a  difgrace,  upon  the  blefled  and  holy  -same* 
doctrines*  ordinances  anfT  ways  of  Chrift;  -and  as  may 
be  mod  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  edification  of 
the  church. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  different  is  the  prefect  fettled  ftate  nf  the  church*  from  what  the  nature 
of  things  required  it  to  be  in  iu  fir  ft  pfonbtf  ion,  with  refpetft  to  immediate  rrve* 
latiorre,  and  fpeating  all  fort  of  languages  by  the  Holy  Ghoft !  Neverthdd?, 
bow  ambitious  fhould  we  be  of  thofe  ordinary  gifts  apd  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
which  are  ftill  as  ufeful  as  ever,  and,  like  Prophecy  and  Chanty*  are  edifying  to 
our  own  and  other  fouls,  rather  than  of  (howy  appearances,  which*  like  the  gift 
of  tongues,  are  in  their, frives  of  little  advantage  !  And  yet  ft  concerns  ns  to  im¬ 
prove  every  kind  of  gift  for  the  good  purpofee  for  which  God  beftows  them  up¬ 
on  us,  Rut  how  unprofitable  u  it  to  preach*  or  pray  in  a  learned  ilyle,  above 
the  capacity  of  common  hearers;  aud  huw  abford  to  perform  fecred  offices  m  an 
unknown  tongue,  and  that  without  interpreting  it !  Whatever  good  a  man  may 
jgtt  to  hinifclfj  he  can  do  Jiooe  by  fueh  fa-vircs  to  thnfe  that  do  not  underhand 
him:  Nor  ought  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  to  give  an  uncertain  found;  its  great 
♦cuds  are  to  inform'  and  imprefs  the  foul,  tbit  what  is  delivered  may  be  clearly  un¬ 
derload,  and  reach  the  frerets  of  the  heart,  and  may  gain  an  Amen  of  silent 
andconfcnt,  and  conftrain  an  acknowledgement  in  the  conference,  that  verily 
God  is  in  the  aflferoblies  of  his  people.  Now  happy  is  it  when  we  are  like  little 
children  in  malice,  and  like  men  in  underfUuding;  and  when  we  are  wife  to  fb- 
bri«±y>  and  all  our  devotions  are  under  the  condufl  of  the  divine  Spirit*  and  of 
an  enlightened,  frnftified,  and  regular  mindi  What  a  credit- is  ittotheChri- 
ftian  religion,  wh*h  all  its  ordinances  are  celebrated  with  due  decorum,  and  in  a 
proper  order,  according  to  the  ivord  of  God.  wlv>  is  not  the  Author  of  con- 
fafion,  but  of  peace,  in  the  churches  of  the  faints !  But  how  arrogant  is  it  for 
women  fo  far  to  forget  Hie  motfcfty  of  their  fex,  33  to  aflame  the  rank  of  men  in 
public  minift rations,  or  for  any  church  to  monopolize  the  word  of  God,  as  if  it 
belonged  only  to  them  ;  or  for  any  perfons,  under  pretence  of  extraordinary 
gifts  and  revelations,  or  of  human  authority,  to  fet  afide,  alter,  or  add  to  the 
commands  of  God,  in  things  that  relate  terhis  worihip  !  May  we  ever  avoid  all 
indecencies  and  diforders,  and  all  uvucriptural  management,  in  our  Chriftiui  af- 
lemUfes ! 

NOTE. 

*  Decemly,  and  in  order,  plainly  relate  fiich,  a*  were  *0  he  deemed  the  command* 
■not  to  human  inventions  of  rites  andeeremo-  menis  of  the  Lord,  w  37*  with  regard  to 
Oiejt,  to  frt  off  the  *ortoipof  God :  1W  no-  ill  the  foiling  emulations,  which  the  a* 
thing  of  that  kind  is  mentioned  in  the  torn*  port!*  preitribcc!  agAintl  ihc  various  difrrdtif 
going  context;  nay,  its  gitai  dufien  is  ro  rte-  that  h:d  been  brought  into  the  church  ai  Co* 
cry  httiun  authority  in  tboft  slfjii*  *  llnr  Hath, 
decency  and  order,  here  iutetidcd,  aic 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,  XV, 


The  apoflle  prove s  the  refurreEHon  of  Chrijl  from  the  tkadt  i> — u* 
Takes  occafion  from  thence  to  confute  ihofe  that  denied  the  rcfurrcc * 
thn  of  the  body i  12, — 19,  RJlabliJbis  the  doStrine  of  the  rrjurreclion 
of  believers  to  eternal  life  by  various  arguments ,  £0,-34,  A nf users 
objeclions  again/}  it>  and  Jbews  the  v/ijl  change  that  will  then  he  made 
tn  the  qualities  of  their  rifen  bodies y  35,-50,  Difcoiftrs  the  fiery 
of  the  tike  change^  that  will  be  made  on  theft  who  Jbalt  he  living  at 
Cbrijt's  fecond  coming)  51, — 54,  Sets  forth  the  believers  triumph 
over  death  and  the  grave ,  55*— 57.  And  clofes  the  argument  with 
an  exhortation  and  encouragement  to  all  diligence  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Lord ,  58, 


Text, 

1UVO  never,  lire- 
1  ihrcn,  I  de¬ 
clare  unto  you  t%c 
jofpel  which  i 
preached  unto 
you,  whi-h  aho 
you  have  needv- 
(J,  and  whereto 
yc  fland; 


1  By  which  a U 

ye  are  laired,  if 
}c  keep  in  mcmv* 
fy  vhat  I  preaHi- 
cd 


Paraphrase* 

AS  to  tlie  dilutes  that  have  been  raifed  among  you 
my  Chriftian  brethren,  about  the  certainty  of  a 
future  ftate,  and  the  refurredion  of  the  body  to  eternal 
life  *;  I -would  begin  with  reminding  you  of,  and  efta- 
blifhing  you  in,  the  grand  fundamental  articles  of  the 
gofpel,  concerning  the  death  and  refurrecHon  of  Chrift, 
(ver.  3,  4.)  and  Ihall  particularly  enlarge  upon,  anti 
confirm  the  lad  of  thefe,  which  fuppofes  the  firft,  both 
of  which,  as  ye  well  know,  I  infifttd  upon  in  my  mi- 
niftry,  when  with  you  ;  which  ye  alfo  then  were  con¬ 
vinced  of,  and  embraced,  as  the  foundation  of  all  your 
hope  toward  God  ;  and  iu  the  profelTioii  and  faith  of 
which,  not  with  Handing  ail  the  efforts  of  the  enemies 
of  your  fouls,  and  the  corruptions  that  have  crept  in-  a- 
niong  you,  the  generality  of  you  (See  the  foregoing 
note)  have  hitherto  continued  to  ftand  faff,  and 

as  I  truft,  are  fully  determined,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
to  abide  by,  at  all  events,  in  everyday  of  trial. 

2  And  by  means  of  this  gofpel,  and  of  your  faith 
in  it,  ye  are  brought  into  a  ftite  of  fitivation,  and  have 
the  beginnings  and  earned  of  it,  with  the  utmofb  fe- 
curitks  for  a  complete  pofleffion  in  due  time  of  ail  it’s 
feliciryand  glory}  in  cafe  as  1  hope,  ye  carefully  attend 
to,  and  affectionately  bear  in  mind,  and  maintain  vour 

holy 


NOTE. 

•  As  the  SsAiWwt  denied  the  refurwfHwi  and  foroe  of  'Jit  Gftlilr  converts  with  tt'e 
»f  the  body,  anrt  ,fce  exiftenw  of  fepirase  philolbphical  fpecubtiott*  of  the  Crerfi :  Tlw 
fiiirits,  and  eots&tjnently  any  fittnre  (late  of  apoftle  therefoe  lets  hirrt'tif  to  confute  the 
r'-a  aids  and  punishments,  (ivf atlb.  *xii.  errors  of  hlK  a!~n:  this  t.iiporUM  p«4«% 
and  Afts  xttiii.  8.)  and  the  Greet  philnfo-  with  admirable  force  md  beaut*,  aod  vnii 
pbers  fen  bu('y  wiili  their  objtflions  ag*in(l  a  rsrirty  of  fttikioj  irgumtiitt,  and  maeni- 
llic  refurruTion,  Mt  xvii*  iB,  yi.)  fo  Jbme  brent  fibres  anti  eloquence,  as  they  aw  Gur- 
nf  the  'Je-mjb convert-.  fctm  to  have  been  in-  lv  dcfcrihed  by  Mr  RlutkhaU,  iu  his  Sucnd 
tangled  with  the  not  tons  of  the  hai<V*vw(,  (hjftii)  roL  i*  pag.  j4f,  yS6. 

VoJ..  IV.  t  *• 
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*d  unto  you*  vn- 
Itft  ye  haxc  hclic- 
Tcd  in  Tala. 


5  For  I  deli¬ 
vered  unto  you 
fijft  of  *11,  that 
which  T  alfo  re¬ 
ceived,  how  that 
Clirift  died  for 
our  fins,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Lite  i£t:p~ 
Ukict ; 


4  And  that  he 
burittl  T  and 
that  he  rerfeagdn 
the  third  day, 
according  to  the 
fcripiitrts : 


holy  profdTion  of,  thofe  vafUy  important  things  which 
1  delivered  in  my  preaching  to  you  :  And  this  ye  cer¬ 
tainly  have  done*  and  will  perfevere  in,  unlefs  your  be- 
lief,  of  them  were  only  notional,  or  were  rafli 
and  inconfulerate  *r  under  the  power  of  ftrong  paflions 
without  any  fulid  judgment  or  fuitable  influence  upon 
your  hearts  and  lives  ;  and  fo  were  a  dead  faith*  which 
cannot  fa vc  you.  {Jem*  ii»  14,  17*) 

3  Tor  as  I  faithfully  communicated  to  you  every  im¬ 
portant  branch  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  *  fo  in  the  very 
fir  ft  place,  as  what  holds  the  chief  rank  among  its  prin¬ 
cipal  articles,  (w»f*r«r)  I  delivered  unto  you,  as  a  fa* 
cred  truft  and  treafure  to  be  kept  inviolably,  thofe  b!ef- 
fed  doQrincs,  which  I  received  by  immediate  comm  if- 
fion  and  revelation  from  JefusCbrift  bimfdf,  (Gal*  i. 
1 2*)  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft;  namely  that  our 
dear  and  only  Saviour  died  in  our  room  and  ftead,  the 
juft  for  the  uujyft,  to  expiate  our  fins,  and  put  thema- 
way  by  the  lacrifice  of  himfelf:  (1  Pet*  iii*  18.  and 
Heb*  ir*  2 6*)  And  thus  he  did,  according  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  types  and  prophecies  of  the  ancient  infpired  writ¬ 
ings  which  fpoke  beforehand  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift, 
{Luke-  xxiv*  2$,  26*  27-  and  1  Pet*  i.  11*)  and  which 
being  aftually  fulfilled  in  our  Lord,  are  a  mighty  fatis- 
faftioo  to  our  faith  in  him,  according  to  thofe  remark¬ 
able  pr editions  of  him  in  Ifa*  liti.  5,  6,  it.  and  Dan* 
is*  24*  26* 

4  I  likewife  (hewed  you  that,  in  certain  teftimony  of 
bis  having  been  really  dead,  he  was  buried  in  the  fepul* 
chre  of  Joftph  of  Arimaihea\  an  honourable  coun* 
fellor,  {Mark  xv*  43,  46*)  according  to  the  prophecy, 
that  he  (hould  make  hi:  grave  with  the  rub  in  hi:  deaths 
(Ifa*  lift.  9*)  and  that  as  he  was  delivered  for  cur  tffen* 
*#t,  he  was  raifed  again  for  our  juJHficationt  (Rom.  iv< 
25.)  according  to  other  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tefla- 
ment,  PfaL  xvi.  10.  ami  Ifa.  liii.  8  ;  and  that  this 
was  on  the  third  day,  {Luke  xxiv,  4 6*)  according  to 
the  figurative  reprefematton  of  it,  by  Jonah**  having 
been  in  the  belly  of  the  fifli  three  days  and  three  nighrs 
(John  i,  17*)  which  was  typical  of  the  rcfurre&Ion  of 
Chrift  on  the  third  day,  as  he  himfrlf  Interpreted  and 
applied  it;  (Mattb*  xih  40*  Seethe  note  there)  and 
according  to  another  figurative  way  of  exprefling  the 

deli- 


NOTE* 

*  The  vrovd  (j™)  here  rerdcred  iw  i vtx,  14,5**  vhicfc  fignifics  rmfty,  a'  urell  as  tsvr; 
r^nifiies  alio  imcDu/JcraTt^  and  U  dif-  and  Hit  otlifris  in  ver,  ij- 

it rent  in  the  Grfd  fmm  ivo  uther  vordj  that  figoifics  and  drfttfafr  ef  4*y  rtttl  ai* 

vttd  in  this  dlfcnurfc;  wd  innflatrd  in  vaiteg tt  as  well  u  van* 

llit  lame  manner ;  one  is  (urn)  in  v^r,  10, 


Ch.  x*. 


the  Firji  EpiJlU  to  the  Count  thi  an  s  paraphrafe d 


*  And  tlmt  he 
was  ften  of  Ce¬ 
phas,  then  of  the 
twelve. 


deliverance  of  Judah  and  IfracU  which  carried  a  typlw 
cal  bint  *,  that  after  two  days  their  promifed  head  and 
faviour  Jbould  be  revived^  and  m  the  third  day  Jhru!d'bt 
ratfed  up*  (Hof*  ri-  a*) 

5  And  to  aflure  us  that,  in  h€tf  thefe  types  and  pr6- 
phecies  were  fulfilled  in  the  refurre£Uon  of  our  blefitd 
Lotd,  which  is  a  farther  confirmation  of  hft  being  the 
true  MefLah,  I  told  you  that  he  had  been  feen  alive,  at  va¬ 
rious  times,  after  his  crucifixion  and  burial,  for  forty 
days  of  his  abode  upon  earth,  by  a  great  number  of  ho- 
neft,  competent,  and  unexceptionable  witnefles, 
u  3,)  who  could  not  be  deceived  them felves,  nor  be  un¬ 
der  any  temptation  to  endeavour  the  deceiving  of  0* 
(hers,  by  forcing  and  Handing  to  a  faWhood  of  that  na¬ 
ture*  whicfi  they  knew  would  infallibly  bring  them  un¬ 
der  the  greateft  reproaches  and  {offerings  :  As  to  in- 
dance  in  fome,  out  of  many  witnefics  f,  Jefus  on  tie 
very  day  of  his  refur  region,  appeared  to  tSic  apoftle 
Peter;  (Luke  xxiv*  34*)  and  prcfeotly  after  that  cii  the 
fame  day,  which  was  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  tc*  ten 
of  his  apoftles,  to  whom  he  (hewed  his  hands  and  bis 
fide,  with  all  the  fears  of  his  crucifixion  upon  them  ; 
{John  xx*  19,  20,  24*)  and  that  day  fevenrtight  to  all 
the  apollles)  {Johnix*  2 6 — 29,)  whofe  original  num¬ 
ber  was  twelve 


6  After 


K  0  T  K  A 

*  As  Tt  wts  in  no  &nft  Smelly,  or  in  pro*  abundantly  fufitcleot  td  prove  his  point; 
phetic  Ungnape,  true,  that  Judah  and  [ft tel t  though  doabtlcit  there  were  re  vent  other 
to  whom  this  prophecy  primarily  referred*  times  of  Chrift’*  appearing  to  his  gift!  pres, 
were  Tcv>vd,  nr  delivered  from  their  tapti*  doting  his  forty  day*  abode  upon  etr*h, 
vittaand  troubles,  on  the  fArrrf  fayt  we  may  which  neither  the  apoftlc,  nor  any  of  the 
v.dl  oaofider  this  prophecy*  as  intended  to  evangel!  lb  have  rehesnfed*  an  not  thinking 
hare  an  tiltim  ate  ref create  to  the  refurrcAHiii  them  nctfflary  to  anfvrer  their  end;  artd  we 
or  Chrift,  at  the  public  had  of  the  church,  arc  told*  John  ix*  30,  and  xxi-  *s*  chat 
which  might  be  (aid  to  be  tatftd  up  together  many  other  fibril  truly  did  JejUi  in  the  prftvcr 
in  HIM,  {Kfb,  ii.  4,)  And  thtftigh  this  of  khdifiipttit  vbich  are  net  vrixat  in  that 
fenfe  of  the  prophecy  might  not  he  wril  uii-  biliary ;  and  that  if  aft  the  thing t  v/fab  Jefits 
ilciftood,  as  many  others  were  not]  till  'hey  did%  wre  mitten,  the  world  ew id  /.W  iwiain 
v tw  ircompKffccd ;  ytt  it  became  eafiiy  ap-  the  booh*  Seethe  note  there- 
pticahle  to  Chrift,  when  the  events  fticwtd  f  It  Is  no  uncammu*  thing  for  a  fi*ric*y* 
i\.iX  he,  ind  he  only,  rofe  from  the  dead  on  body,  or  collrre  of  mm,  to  retain  their  ori* 
the  third  day.  See  Pocach  on  tL  1-  ginal  nardc,  when  one,  or  more  of  ihein  be 
f  The  apoille  dors  not  recite  all  the  in-  *b ftut  or  dead-  Jacob's  fans  called  them  fclvr* 
fiances*  recorded  by  the  evsttgelips^  of  Cbrifl*s  lyth*  brgbrwt  after  they  fuppofed  that  Jg* 
(liewuig  himfctf  to  his  difiitpkf*  fudi  as  hi#  ftph  was  lofl,  or  dead,  G?n«  xtu,  j  j,  j»*  Tfc* 
appearing  tt*  Mary  MagdaliA  at  the  fepulchre,  TnnmvUi^  Heyttntvint  and  D^emi'in  arfionj 
and  thediicipJes  at  thefta  of  (Johh  the  Ronutns,  were  refpeiUvely  f© 

xx*  14,  ai*  and  xiti*  1.)  and  others.  Hot  he  whether  they  were  all  living,  or  wree  pi-citu* 
rAet  fKwice  of  &mc»  which  none  pf  the  In  their  aiTcinblies  or  not ;  And  we  com  mo  n- 
Kran%ekflt  have  expreftJy  msiitkmcd*  as  ly  fpeak  of  points  of  law  bring  referred  to 
particularly /ijf  to  and  another  to  die  twelve  Judga^  though  fcrcral  of  them 

l*n4red  brethren  at  (ver*  tf,  7.)  which  may  be  abirtit,  and  fome  of  them  dead,  lu 
may  be  as  fully  depended  upon  as  die  ocher*  ilfcc  manner,  Chriit  bavino  oririnaiiy  ap^ 
iee^nfc  they  are  recorded  by  this  infpired  pointed  tweirv  to  be  in  a  p;cu:iar 

writer;  and  thofe*  tlut  be  has  sUcdred  were  and  eHtrwd:n^r)+  maur.cr  hi;  rh*y 

i-  a  1 rtft 
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d  After  that 
he  Wtt  ieeu  oi  4- 
b^Vc  fir::  h:;:i- 
lire  !  br^'lifcn  at 
ante ;  of  whom 

t lie  g^Jer  part 

remain  unto  this 
prelim  t,  butjome 
are  fallen  allsep* 


7  A  ftcr  that 
he  utna  Iren  of 
James ;  then  tif 
ait  the  apoilks. 


B  Anti  la  ft  of 
all  he  ^  a*  Jroi  r-f 
me  z\i:^  15  of 
flne  Loro  out  of 
due  time. 


6  After  this,  according  to  our  Lord*s  own  appoint* 
ment  of  ?t  rendezvous  of  his  dlfciple;-,  to  medt  him  in 
Gallic^  {Mark  xvl*  f>8*  and  xvi.  7*)  f  he  ihewed  him- 
felf  alive  to  a  great  multitude  o!  them  at  once  amount* 
ing  to  upwards  of  five  hundred  Cbriftian  brethren  who 
believed  in  him,  as  their  rifen  Saviour ;  the  major  pm 
of  whom  art  flill  living  to  vouch  the  truth  of  that  ap¬ 
pearance;  but  feme  of  them  who  certified  the  fame 
all  their  day. 9,  are  now  dead  and  gone,  and  lleep  in 
Jefus,  among  thofe*  whom  God  will  bring  to  be 
glorified  with  him  at  the  general  refurredian*  (t  Tbeff* 
iv.  14,) 

7  He  was  furthermore  feen,  on  a  particular  occifion 
by  the  apoftle  James  J,  who  was  ftylcd  the  brother  of 
our  Lord,  as  being  nearly  related  to  himt  according  to 
the  firth  ;  (GaL  k  19.)  and  afterwards  he  appeared  a- 
guin,  for  the  lad  time*  in  a  moft  remarkable  manner  to 
all  hi3  apoftles  ||,  when  he  gathered  them  together  to 
be  eye  witnefifcs  of  bis  afeenfion  to  heaven*  {Luke  xiir* 
51,  52.  and  Mis  h  9,  10*  fee  the  note  on  the  hfl:  of 
thefe  places*) 

8  And  after  nil  thefe  repeated,  and  undoubted  ap¬ 
pearances  of  the  rifen  Saviour  to  his  difcipLes  on  earth, 
he,  fevcral  years  after  his  afcenfioti,  perfonally  appear- 
ed,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  to  me,  ( ABs  xxii.  17, 
18,)  that  I  might  have  the  peculiar  privilege,  honour, 
and  qualification  of  an  apoftle,  as  an  eye  witnefs  of  his 
being  rifen  from  the  dead  ;  (fee  the  notes  on  Atls  h* 
17 .  and  Rem*  i*  i.)  though  I  bad  not  the  nappinefsot 
being  his  difciple*  and  feeing  him  in  his  rifen  (Ute  u- 


NOT 

were  tailed  by  that  name  after  Jufas  was 
dead,  and  before  Matthias  waj-cbdtq  irt  bis 
piace,  to  make  up  the  number  again,  Cfz&tt 
14.)  and  tKey  continued  to  lie 

fpoben  of  as  fwr/iv,  ?flcr  Pmtf  and  J lantabas 
w'rrc  added  to  their  number*  Rev,  xxL  14. 

+  It  is  moll  probable,  that  this  public  ap¬ 
pearance  of  our  bfcfled  J  .on!  to  all  thefe  riif- 
f'ptrt,  was  in  GaftAc ,  ivhcrc  he  had  appoint¬ 
ed  to  meet  them,  MattL  nxviii.  ae,  (Sec  the 
flolc  there.)  And  that  this  appointment  re- 
J^CCe!  to  the  central  body  of  his  ifcfHple*,  a« 
well  a?  to  the  apoftks,  may  lie  fairly  conclud¬ 
ed,  btcatife  the  greateft  number  of  his  dif. 
ciples  were  in  that  country;  and 
be  madettvo  vtiiix,  at  to  his  >j  parties  in 

a  !>odyT  before  they  went  to  GaiHe*t  Jo&a 

n,  ip,  id. 

J  Wnich  Jtixifi  this  wo#,  and  whe-e,  or 
on  what  occasion  this  v;ftt  was  made  to  Sim* 
vc  arc  not  told.  in  die  Joe  red  writings;  but 
early  antiquity  fays,  it  was  Jwtn  the  Left, 


pOU 

E  S* 

who  was  alfo  called  the  Ju J7;  and  the  broth? 
of  our  Lord,  lie  is  litppol&l  to  have  been  il.e 
hdl  coililii,  andfocdlrd  the  brother  of  nut 
I*ordj  according  to  the  Hehrruf  t  attorn,  as  he 
was  the  fon  o'*  Cie&pfas^  or  rfffhnts*  (Match, 
a*  3,}  l  he  brother  of  the  virgin  Mary*  (jVr: 
xiK*  as.)  A oJ  his  being  fuftiamri  the 
was  on  account  of  his  great  fanftity,  aril 
mortified  Jjl>,  Sec  the  note  011  JVT atth*  *LL 
4$.  and  Vniverjkl  kfierjt  rob  iv.  p.  15S. 

3  rcihaps,  hv  aV  ihs  afcJiLt,  may  V 
meant,  tiot  only  iholl  that  were  le- 

fljicd,  hut  silo  the  feveniy  aifcipUit  who 
might  be  railed  apo files  in.  a  la*  jcnje,  as  cur 
Lord  £.*3rs*~fi\tu  H'jrif-)  fen t  them  fi>lb  U'i*  h 
an  iknin«7(Uatc  commifisim  to  preath  the^ni* 
pci,  Luke  X.  r.  If  ft>f  tire  iifrums  Lru 
menduned  arc  rzort  than,  the  /wfh'i  I'pcKra 
of,  ver,  Hut  if  nrj£j  tin*  the  Lit 

and  mofl  famous  appearance  of  Chud  m  ?rc 
apoilkst  dderveda  paniccbr  reciral,  wd  v.-e* 
of  vaft  importaDet  to  the  argtm;e^Lt  in  ti:.l 


Ch.  XT. 
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9  T>»r  I  am  the 
Stall  of  ihc  ape¬ 
like,  ihzi  am  not 
meet  v*  be  cfeUtd 
an  art-iftk,  bo 
*  siutc  i  pf'iccuEtd 
the  church  of 
Goi. 


io  But  by  the 
jrire-  of  G*d  l 
am  jrhal  1  am  : 
a  ml  hi*  grate 

which  * 

at  apnu  iue  was 
pot  in  vain ;  but 
J  laboured  more 
abun- 


pon  earth  ;  but  was  converted,  aid  called  to  the  apoftle- 
fliip  out  of  ihe  ordinary  courie,  by  a  fort  of  untimely, 
like  an  abortive  oirtb  *. 

9  For  how  much  foever  I  be  now  inriched,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  in  gifts  and  graces,  and  in  the  honours  of  the 
apt:  ft  ol  ate  ;  and  how  eminent  and  fuccefsful  (never  my 
labours,  and  fufferings  have  been  in  the  execution  or 
that  office,  1  really  am  in  rtiyfrlf,  and  in  my  own  ac¬ 
count,  the  very  lcait,  and  moft  contemptible  of  all  the 
apoftles  of  Chriit;  yea,  left  than  the  haft  of  all  S.iinlst 
(liph,  iii,  8.)  utterly  unworthy  of  any  favour,  much 
more  of  fo  high  and  honourable  a  ftation  in  tha  church. 
Nay,  on  the  contrary,  I  juftly  deferved  to  have  had  an 
eternal  brand  of  infamy  fet  upon  me  ;  hccaufe  I  was  all 
along,  in- the  days  of  my  im  regene  racy,  ami  blind  zeal 
for  Ju'hifm,  -a  moft  obit  in  ate  unbeliever,  and  a  meft  bit¬ 
ter  enemy  to,  and  outrageous  perfecutor  of  the  church 
{/lets,  viti.  3.  and  ix.  1.)  which  God  has  ere£Ud  as  a 
peculiar  people  to  himfeif,  and  which  he  owns  amlblef- 
fes,  and  will  be  glorified  in,  and  by. 

to  Hut  in  the  happy  alteration,  that  is  now  made  u- 
pon  me,  it  is  merely  owing  to  the  fovereign,  free,  and 
amazing  favour  of  God,  ihac  I,  who  was  before  an  in¬ 
jurious  perftm ,  a  blafphemer  and  peifecutor,  and  on  thefe 
accounts  the  chief  of  ftt;nerst  have  obtained  mercy;  {( 
7nn.  i.  13 — 15.)  and  that  J  am  what  1  now  ani,  as  a 
believer,  and  as  an  npoftte,  fo  enriched  in  my  mvn  foul 
and  fo  graciouily  qualified  for  his  fervicc  :  (2  Cor,  i,  4, 
5.  and  xi.  j.)  and  the  gift,  fruit,  or  effect  of  God’s 
grace,  which  he  extended  to  me,  («v  ie>)  and  conferred 
rupon  me,  was  not  ufrlefs,  unprofitable,  and  vain;  (» 
t*)  hut  it  wrought  mightily  in  me,  fo  that  under 
a  feiife  of  his  wondrous  love,  I  hid  cut  myfdf,  and  all 
my  gifts  aud  gracec,  in  criitilierial  labours  tV.r  Cbrift 
and  his  caufe,  and  for  the  good  of  fouls,  more  txten- 
fively,  and  with  greater  unweariedrefs,  Bi’.miit  d.-.ngerss 
hard  lldp$,  and  fuiiVrings,  among  f-Vr.-.'/Vr,  as  well  a 
jev/St  rhan  any  011c  of  all  the  ctht-r  ape  j  ties,  (fts.w.  iv 
19.  2  Cor.  vi.  4,  j.and  xi.23.and  xii.  ;j.)  neverthclsfs, 
(though  1  thus  fpeak,  to  fuppnri  my  character  vrgainft 
thofe  that  run  it  down)  I  would  by  no  means  take  any 
praife  to  myfelf,  as  if  1  now  deferved  it,  more  than  o- 

thers; 


NOTE- 

*  JfcrjK  ctii  cf  Am  isnMt  (v-  mpst  -ra  it-  auemhuicc  on  Chr  ft*  while  be  was  wii  hlhctn; 
Tfi/pah)  be  railed  aneiartive  birib^  as it  And  on  tbc!c  jc.nmir,  c^fidrr- 

v  gallon  afuddeo,  at  unr**ici,  wiili  ter-  iitg  tiliai  a  wit  c'-  thr  -ipoJii;;  l"t:i  1c cn  bo¬ 
lide  pang*,  and  in  a  very  uulitu:  tlictj-  fcic*  he  hitnkir  to  he 

ll.er  apufUci,  who  were  wrought  upwn  id  the  as  ±n  ibnrrie  jV  I),  and  uhvsys  rtinimlKKd 
more  ufnat  method  of  divbc  grace,  and  were  i:  to  Ji^cp  ini'ibtc* 

^radially  trahed  up  to  ihris  o£xc  by 


1 66  The  Fuji  Epijlte  to  the  Corinthians  parsphrafed.  Ch. 


abundantly  cl  da 
they  all:  yet  not 
l,  hut  the  ^cc 
cfG<M[*iliChwM 
with  tiKi 


1 1  Therefore, 
tv  hither  it  iver?  I 
or  tiicyj  fn  we 
preach,  and  lb  ye 
J>disvtiL, 


it  Npw,  if 
Chr  ift  be  preach  ctl 
that  he  mfc  from 
the  dcitd,  how 
fay  fame  amon^ 
you,  that  therch 
po  refiiJTc£ti<>D  of 

of  iha  desd  ? 


i*  But  iff  here 
he  no  rrCurrc^Vioa 
of  tne  dead,  then 

U  Chart  rgt  rifen. 


thers ;  no,  it  was  not  of  myfelf,  or  from  any  excellency 
of  my  own,  that  I  thus  abundantly  laboured;  but  it 
was  all  owing  to  the  continued  influence  of  aflifting 
grace,  which  attended  me,  to  excite  me  to  it,  enable 
me  for  it,  amt  fuccecd  mein  it*;  and  therefore  my 
obligation  is  the  greater,  to  glory  only  in  the  Lord, 
n  To  return  then  from  this  digreffion  concerning 
myfetf,  and  wind  up  my  argument  about  the  death  and 
refurrection  of  Chrift,  (wr*  3,  4*)  whether  I,  or  Pe$erp 
or  any  other  of  ChriJFs  apoftles  and  wltnefles  commu¬ 
nicated  the  gofpel  to  you,  and  were  the  inftruments  of 
your  converfioti  and  edification,  we  all  agree  in  preach¬ 
ing  one  and  the  fame  dofirine  of  a  crucified  and  rifen 
Redeemer,  as  the  foundation  of  the  whole  fcherae  of  the 
gofpel;  and  ye  profcflVd  to  approve  of,  confent  to  and 
receive  it,  and  to  depend  upon  Chrift  alone*  according  to 
it,  for  all  fa] vat! on,  as  I  trtift  ye  alfo  did  in  Gncerity 
and  truth;  and  as  ye  mud  and  will  continue  to  do  un- 
left  ye  have  believed  in  vain.  (wr.  1*) 

11  Now  if  Chrift  be  preached,  with  all  this  uncon- 
troulahle  evidence  of  certainty,  ( ver •  5 — 8*)  that  he, 
who  w:is  crucified  unto  death,  is  rifen  again,  and  that 
as  the  head  of  the  church,  to  an  immortal  and  glorious 
life,  according  to  the  feriptureg  ;  {vir*  3,  4*)  and  if 
this  is  what  ye  yourfelves  believed;  (vtr*  11.)  How 
abfurd  is  it  for  any  of  you,  or  what  room  can  there  be 
fot  any  falfe  teachers,  that  have  rofc  up  among  you  and 
pretend  to  bear  the  Chriftian  name,  to  aflertfthatthere 
neither  is,  nor  can  be,  a  real  and" proper  refurre£lioa  of 
dead  bodies  to  eternal  life  ? 

1 3  Bet  if  there  really  be  no  fuch  thing  as  a  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  dead*  then  it  mull  be  affirmed,  direflly 
contrary  to  the  pi  line  ft  matter  of  fafi,  that  Chrift  him- 
felf  is  not  rifen  from  the  dead  ;  Gnce,  if  he  is  afhially 

rifen 


K  o  ' 

?  Grace  is  tbre^  times  tpentiiwted  in  thh 
yerfej  but  teems  ft  carry  *j  ditterent  fenfe  m 
each  of  them,  Li  the  jirf^  It  tignl&e*  the 
free  hvt  ftirmtr  u  God,  as  the  original 
frurcc  of  all  fphUua!  fcnd  tev;n£  henefcti,  ac* 
cording  10  the  prima^-asid  mo  ft  tribal  ac¬ 
ceptation  of  the  word: r  In  the  fecund t  i  take 
it  to  mean  the  r/r/j  -i"  his  favour,  tu  the 
and  graces  of  the  ijdnf,  as  in  Ebb .  iv, 
7t  and  a  id.  is,  Ard  in  the  third, 
nay  import  thole  ridt  cud  affiances 

of  divine  £rare*  Hut  wen'wjth  thcapottle  to 
irtcure  and  coshk  him  to  hi,  rove  what  it  had 
bertowrd  upon  htmT  10  the  gl-wy  nf  God, 
and  die  good  o}  the  churr^  and  that  were 

far  4imf  according  to  1  Cor*  i.  ta* 

a  id  xri.  9* 

+  Tiie  word**  fame  of  iqk+  fime  /iwgjsj 
Sf,  u  bi+v*)  m^y  ivicfifllhcr  to  foiqc 


r  e  s. 

ofitbc  Conntbitt  dturofi,  or  to  lone  of  ihdr 
new  teachers*  that  had  come  among  thrm; 
and  their  notion  feem*  \o  have  hem,  thur  a 
rcfurroQloti  h  i mptffite  ;  or  tlut  if  Chrift 
rnfe,  ii  was  not  in  a pulfc  CApViitj  :  'Without 
the  h\\  of  tfcde  htppofitifcns,  trie  apofthfs 
svptiment  for  the  refiirredion  of  o theta,  from 
Chrift  *s  l-ein^  *£>u^ily  rifen,  \i  inooruMve; 
(mte  it  was  pofliblc  that  he  ml^ht  rife  from 
the  dead,  though  ho  other  perfon  were  to 
nfc  befidn  htuL.  I  have  therefore  eotdidcr- 
cd  the  argnncnr,  in  the  following  vtrfei, 
under  both  thefe  riewt,  afrccaUe  to  hit 
grand  defign,  which  is  to  prove  th e/ajSf£{r. 
and  the  erriairtty  of  a  reibrrefiion  to  eternal 
life,  and  that  Chrilt  rote,  as  the  bead  and 
firfi  fruit  of  believers.  See  the  note  on  vei» 
aa* 


14  And  if 
Orill  notrlf- 
rn%  th-in  if  cur 
preaching  vain, 
and  your  filth  « 
ill's  vjLd* 
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rifen,  it  mud  be  abfalutely  falfe,  that  there  is  no  refur- 
re£Uon ;  and  if  there  fhalt  be  no  refurirctf  on  of  others 
to  eternal  life,  then  It  ts  certain  that  C  brill  did  not  rife 
as  a  public  bead,  or  as  the  earned  and  pledge,  pattern, 
caufe,  and  jirji-fruit  of  them  that  Jleep  in  him.  (ver. 
■20.) 

14  And  if  Ohrid  be  not  actually  rifen,  and  that  as  a 
public  perfon,  then  all  that  we  his  apodles,  and  multi¬ 
tudes  of  others,  ( ver,  6,J  fay  about  it,  and  all  that 
we  build,  in  our  preaching,  upon  it j  and  indeed  the 
whole  gofpel  of  falration,  which  we  deliver,  is  {*<>«) 
mere  empty,  idle  talk,  without  truth  or  foundation  and 
not  worth  regarding ;  and  even  your  own  faith  in  him, 
who,  according  to  that  notion,  is  himfelf  fnppofed  to 
be  overcome  by  death,  is  infigniheant  and  im-lTV final, 
{«»•)  a  poor  empty  conceit,  that  has  nothing  in  it,  tut 
mud  be  frudrated  at  lad. 

15  Nay,  on  this  fuppoJition,  we,  who  unanimoufly 
declare,  that  we  have  feen  him  alive  after  his  pafiion;, 
we,  who  chearfully  dand  to  it,  at  the  hazard  of  all  that 
is  dear  to  us  in  this  world,  and  even  of  life  itl'clf,  and 
without  any  profpefl  of  happinefs  hereafter,  if  what  we 
fay  is  falfc ;  we,  who  have  always  maintained  an  ap¬ 
proved  chara&er  for  iotegrity  and  honedy ;  all,  and  e- 
very  one  of  us,  mud  be  deemed,  and  dand  convicted 
as  the  mod  impious  and  abandoned  wretches,  that  have 
forged  a  lie  Tor  God,  and  knowingly  publifhed  a  down¬ 
right  falfliood  in  his  name  5  becaufe  we  have  witneifed 
concerning' God,  (*«r“  «  ®*»)  and  profeffed  to  do  it  from 
him,  by  his  authority,  in  obedience  to  his  command, 
and  with  divine  miracles  to  confirm  our  teftimony  that 
he  looted  the  pains  of  death,  and  raifed  Chrift  up  to  ti 
glorious  and  immortal  life,  in  token  of  hU  having  ac¬ 
cepted  of  hie  fufTerings  and  death,  as  an  atoning  fneri- 
fice  for  fin :  Whereas  he,  in  reality,  did  net  raifa  up 
Chrift  from  the  dead,  in  cafe  a  true  and  proper  refer* 
region  of  the  body  he  in  itfelf  impoGTible  \  nor  did  he 
raife  him  up  in  a  public  char-ailcr,  as  the  head  of  the 
church,  if  his  members  are  not  to  rife  after  him,  and 
in  virtue  of  his  refurrcflion. 

16  For  it  is  tnanifeft,  as  I  £iid  but  now,  ( ver .  13.) 
that  if  there  be  no  refurre&ion  of  the  dead  at  all,  and 
no  other  perfons  are  to  rife  to  eternal  life,  it  mu  ft.  ine¬ 
vitably  follow,  that  Chnit  himfelf  neither  is,  nor  could 
be  railed,  either  jn  a  private,  or  public  capacity. 

17  And  if  it  were  true,  that  Christ  Rill  continues 
under  the  power  of  death,  all  your  own  faith  in  him  is 
not  only  in figniRcant  and  empty,  as  has  been  cbferved, 

ver.  14 


r{  Yet,  and 

we  arefrunriftslfc 
of  Gu£, 
hec.Tufr  we  have 
relKfied  nf  God; 
that  he  railed  up 
Chrift  j  whom  he 
nifcd  not  up,  if 
fo  he  that  the 
(tad  rtfe  not. 


t<  For  if  llie 
dead  rile  n*i,ihcn 
is  not  Chritf  rail¬ 
ed: 


v)  And  if 
Cbrifthe  nor  rail¬ 
ed,  your  faith  u 
vain 


1 68  The  Firjl  Bpijlle  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrajei.  Ch.  rr. 


vain;  TCtaicyet 
In  yout  Una, 


iB  Then  they 
nUV  which  arc 
tiitlen  ailcLp  In 
C’iuiJl  are  pcrLfli- 
c*t. 


If  In  thit 
lift*  only  we  have 
hnpe  in  C'lrift, 
vcare  nf  all  juui 
■titrti:  rjiiJtr^bk, 


[v er*  14^  but  it  is  alfo  (?****«)  a  foolifli  thing  in  you, 
as  foolifli  as  the  unbelieving  Greeks  themfclves  can  ac¬ 
count  it,  ( chap .  i.  23*)  to  eipeft  any  benefit  from  his 
crucifixion,  or  from  any  parr  of  the  Cluiftian  fcheme 
which  is  founded  upon  it:  Whatever  ye  may  flatter 
yourfelves  with  the  hones  of  from  him,  yc  are  (till  un¬ 
der  the  guilt  and  power  of  your  fins,  condemned  and 
expofed  to  the  eternal  wrath  of  God  for  them*  fmee 
they  could  not  be  taken  away  by  the  fieri  Gee  of  Chrift, 
could  not  be  pardoned  through  faith  in  his  Wood,  nor 
ft: bd ued  through  his  merit;  unlefs,  having  facisfied  di¬ 
vine  juftice  by  his  death,  he  rofc  again  for  your  juftifi- 
cation*  [Ram*  iv*  21.) 

18  The  dreadful  confequence  of  this  muft  alfo  be, 
that  thofe,  who  not  only  livedf  but  died  in  the  faith  of 
Chrift,  in  the  neareft  union  with  him,  and  in  the  hope 
of  eternal  life  through  him,  and  even  fuffered  martyr¬ 
dom  for  his  fake;  and  whole  bodies  Deep  in  the  grave 
under  his  f pecial  care,  and  with  peculiar  relation  to 
him;  all  thefe  are  perilhing  without  remedy,  and  for 
tver  loll,  and  difappointed  of  their  hopes  in,  and  from 
him  *  ;  A  molt  (hocking  tliought,  and  the  greateft  dift 
coLiragemcnt  imaginable  to  all  furvivors  from  putting 
any  further  truft  or  confidence  in  him  1 

19  For  if,  after  all  that  we  have  believed  concerning 
Chrift,  and  all  the  dependence  we  have  had  on  him, 
and  all  the  fel (  denials,  mortifications,  pcrfecutions, 
and  fufFerings  we  have  fubmirred  to  for  his  fake  ;  if  af* 
ter  all  this,  and  even  while  wc  are^ enduring  thefe  hard- 
fiitpSi  we  have  no  profpe£t  of  happinefs,  ncr  ftiall  ever 
receive  any  benefit  from  Chrift,  beyond  the  prefect  life 
we  Chriftians,  and  efpecially  we  in  millers  of  the  gofpel 
who  are  moft  of  all  expofed  to  every  kind  of  tribulation 
torture,  and  death  on  his  account,  mult  be  in  the  moft 
wretched  condition  of  ail  men  wharfoever*  and  ought 
to  be  pitied  as  the  moft  filly  uiut  deluded  creatures  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  ;  fince  on  that  fuppofition  we  part 
with  many  conveniences,  delights,  and  advantages  of 
this  fife,  which  we  might  otherwife  enjoy  ;  and  yet 
have  nothing  fubftantbl  or  real,  in  their  ltcad,  at  pre- 
fern,  nor  can  have  any  after  recompenfe  for  all  the  loft 

fes 


N  o  t  E 

*  The  iviuns  r-f  rhe  argument  in  ihe  !i-dy ;  For  otl-cr.vife  there  mighr  be  1 

feveraf  ?>3ns  <il‘  ilh  and  jtfitkuhr-  happuvfs  V>  the  f&u*  in  \hc  next  «oHd>  a* 

Jy  in  this  vevii*  to  the  v  lead*  gs  in  under-  hmtdaiuly  lufftietit  to  composite  for  all  the 
ttand  hi;n  as  fpeakinj:  thr  a  tr&idations  that  UclicvLn  fcfilir  in  the  body, 

nation  3,;  M'  the  non-cxiitenre  for  the  lake  of  Clirid,  in  rhi*  world  s  ?»Jfo 

of  (pints,  (tnd  of  a  fativc  ilatc  of  hapjii-  they  mi^ht  not  be  cf  aii  mes  met)  iri^ra^A', 
xrJi,  w;d|  ^5  th c*:r  and  the  Creek  even  ihoiJtrh  the  ht/dy  hr,;*c  not  to  life 

iltiud  of  ths  Ttfuncili^u  of  the  cotc  011  xxtL  3 *,) 
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irO  iComowtU 
n»n(l  ri Sen  from 
t iicadt  fledbe- 
e=«r.e  the  fir  fl¬ 
irt!  its  of  them 
i'VM  flqtf, 


£i  Forfinceby 

wan  t ante  death, 
by  man  cam t  al£b 
the  Tefurre^bnof 
the  dead. 


For  «  m 
A  dim  all  die, 
evaa 


les  and  troubles,  which  we  might  raGly  hare  avoided 
were  it  not  for  our  confciemious  attachment  to  CbrUt 
and  hisgofpeL 

20  ttut  there  is  not  the  leaft  room  for  any  of  thefe 
formidable  fuppofitiuns,  a tad  inferences  ficm  them  ; 
fincc  it  is  certain,  as  has  been  fully  proved,  {per*  3— 
3,)  that  Chrift  is  now  a&ually  rifen,  in  conference 
of  his  having  died,  and  fatisned  for  our  fms  ;  and  fo, 
a s  the  firft-born,  and  Jirjl  begotten  from  the  dead}  and 
the  jirj*~b&rn  among  many  brethren^  (Col-  i.  18*  and 
Rev.  i.  5.  and  Rom.  viii.  29-)  he  is  notonly  the  firli  in 
order  of  time*,  that  rofe  ro  immortal  life,  never  to 
die  any  more,  {AEls  iiiu  34.)  in  the  chief  in  digni¬ 
ty  who,  as  the  head  of  the  church,  rofe  by  his  own 
power  $  t  '  is  alfo  become  the  earnejl,  pledge  and  injis~ 
ranee  of  a  confluent  refurre£tion  of  all  tbofe  to  eter¬ 
nal  life,  who  have  departed  in  the  faith  f,  and  whofe 
bodies  keep  in  a  Hate  of  union  with  him  ;  (ver.  18.) 
even  a e  the  firft-fruits  under  the  law,  {Lev*  uni,  9— 
14.)  that  were  dedicated  to,  and  accepted  of  God, 
fa  notified  the  whole  bar?  eft*  and  were  a  pledge  and  af* 
furance  of  its  being  bldTed  and  gathered,  in  its  leafon* 
(See  the  notes  on  Rom*  viii.  23,  and  xi.  16.) 

21  For  becaufe,  (mt*****/*)  by  one  man’s  eating  the 
forbidden  fruit,  {Gen.  if.  17.)  Death  and  ruin  were 
brought  upon  the  whole  human  race,  inclusive  of  God’s 
own  chofen  people,  they  being  by  nature,  children  qf 
wrath)  even  as  others  ;  (Eph*  it*  30  therefore  God  in 
his  infinite  wifdom,  and  grace  has  ordered,  that  a  re- 
furreftion  to  eternal  life  fhould  alfo  be  brought  in,  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  to  all  believers  in  him,  who,  though  the 
Jj>rd /rent  heaven,  (ver-  47.)  was  never thclefs  truly 
and  properly  man,  that  a  bleffed  immortality  might 
be  regained  by  the  very  nature,  which  bad  finned  it  a- 
way. 

22  For  as  by  the  fin  of  the  firft  Adam ,  in  whom  all 
his  natural  offspring  were  comprehended,  as  in  their 

common 


NOTES.  ■  ^ 

*  Thofc  that  vrcie  railed  by  Elijah  and  £/jAt  as  thnfe  that  arc  fatten  ajkcpln  Chnfi* 
and  l>your  Lord  himfelr',  b  the  days  of  his  uul  /wi*f  hope  in  him .  And  thefe  ait  laid 
zninifhy  on  earth*  died  a°ain,  and  lb  wrre  (i  Tivf  iv,  14O10  fl&P  **  in 

no  tnilanm  of  a  rirfnrtelhort  to  cScrtut  hjc\  o^ijofition  to  th^fe,  of  whom  there  )  ana  bnpt* 
and  whatever  tweame  of  the  bodies  of  ibvfe  Sleeping  is  a  fofl'tem  for  dtaibr  rad  is  mtrft 
faint*,  that  rofe  rad  came  out  of  their  jf raves  frequently  ofitl  to  csyrtfs  tlie  death  of  ir* 
corftqoent  to  his  death f  and  went  into  the  timers  though  Ibmefimes  of  wb  in  (Cntwlt 
bdv  city,  vc  are  feud,  tlmt  this  beiuit  the  whofe  human  race  IhaUhartai 

evcit  wi  offer  ChnJVs  rcfucreftL-u  *  Moult.  unking  time,  Dan.  lit.  s.  But  the  death 
jcxviL  js,  5J,  of  no  other  creaturu,  in  ever  deXcribtd  by 

f  This  maul  Frilly  relies  only  to  the  refur-  pepin^  het^tifo  they  die  never  to  awal^  a- 
r  eft  ion  of  believers,  of  whom  ChrUt  is  iht  jr".b  ;  and  lb  this,  notion  of  death  cvncift 
frft-fr&t  aiul  *ho  arc  Jpohca  of,  vsr.  i3.  hint  cf  ih*  rdtirrec'lwn  of  the  body. 
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even  £>  i a  Chrift 
■bail  all  be  mode 
alive. 


*3  But  wry 
aao  in  his  own 
order :  Chrifl  the 
fruit  *t  after* 
wiH  (hey  that 
m  ChrifU  ai  his 
coming-. 


14  Then 
the  cud*  whea 
he  fhall  hive  del 
nered  uptheking* 
dom  to  God,even 
the 


common  parent  and'  covenant  head,  every  one  of  them, 
are  brought  under  the  lav  of  mortality*  and  ftibje&ed 
to  all  nuferies  and  death,  even  unto  the  lofs  of  the  c~ 
ternal  happinefs,  which  they  otherwife  would  have  en¬ 
joyed*  {Rom.  v*  12,  14*  21*  fee  the  notes  there)  fo, 
by  another  covenant  con  ft  i  tut  ion,  not  only  the  fouls  of 
nil  true  believers  in  Chritt,  that  are  partakers  of  a  fpi- 
mual  nature  from  him,  (hall  live  for- ever  *  ;  but  every 
one  of  their  dead  bodies  alfo,  (hall  be  quickned  to  an 
immortal  life  of  glory  and  bleflednefs,  through  the  me* 
rit  of  his  death,  and  the  power  of  his  refurrctUon,  and 
by  his  fpirit  which  dwells  in  them,  {  Rem*  viii*  iyt} 
in  virtue  of  their  union  with  him,  and  being  compre¬ 
hended  in  him,  that  they  may  reign  in  life  by  him* 
(Item*  v.  iy*) 

23  But  every  one,  Chrift  and  each  of  his 

members,  is,  or  (hall  be  partaker  of  this  glorious  be¬ 
nefit  in  the  time,  feafon,  rank,  and  order,  that  is  fie 
and  proper  for  them  refpe£Uvely  *  Cbrift  himfelf,  who 
is  to  be  considered  as  the firfi* fruit f  which  always  pre¬ 
ceded  the  full  hanxtt,  is  already  rifen  as  a  public  head, 
reprefentative,  and  pattern,  to  infure  the  future  redirec¬ 
tion  of  all  his  members;  and,  when  he  {hall  come  to 
judgment  at  the  lad  day,  choie  that  were  given  of  the 
Father  to  him,  and  are  his  fpccial  property,  redeemed 
by  hts  blood,  and  implanted  by  faith  into  him,  all 
tbefe  (hall  alfo  be  raifed,  after  his  glorious  likenefs  and 
example,  to  be  for  ever  with  him,  {PbiL  iii,  21-  and  i 
Thef,  iv*  14,  ire.) 

24  Then  (hall  be  the  end  of  this  world,  and  of  all 
the  vicilfitudes,  temptations,  fins,  and  for  rows,  that 
believers  now  groan  under  *  as  alfo  the  end  of  all  thofe 
ordinances,  and  means  of  grace,  and  minifteriaf  af" 
fillances  of  men  and  angels,  which  they  now  (land  in 
need  of;  and  then  fhatt  be  (r^f)  the  confummatio:: 
of  the  prefent  mode  of  Chrift’s  ad  mi  flittering  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  providence  and  grace,  in  this  finful  world,  as 
alfo  the  perfection  of  the  happinefc  of  the  faints ;  and  fo 

the 


MOTE* 

*  The  dfJt  that  flail  ht  made  alt  vein  Cbnfl*  file  fpeafca  only  of  a  rcfurrcetioij  to  4  Ihff-i 
cannot  m rao  all  ihc  Individuals  of  m&aktad;  Hid  gterioas  immortality,  which  is  raptviftd 
bccanfethe  refiirretfoa,  at!  along  hen*  fpo-  in  a  variety  of  the  ftrorsgeft  terms;  and 
ken  of,  U  reprdented  as  an  cnwcdbijj  gvnt  ifliied  in  a  declaration,  that  thereby  istabf'?/ 
btntfiU  'whkh  the  rtfarrtftion  of  the  wicked  to  ju/j  tbet  faying*  death  fi  fwttimtd  up 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  he  to  them;  and,  id  wfr^;  ana  tn  a  joyifal  triumph  over  (both 
the  my  next  verft,  it  is  interpreted,  as  tela-  and  the  grevc;  ver*  41*— neither  of 
ting  only  to  thofe  that  arc  Chnll’s  and  of  can  be  applied  to  the  wicked  by  any  cjo- 
'whom  he  is  the  flrjt  fruitt  as  be  had  been  tidtring  mind.  But  all  <ftW  in  Ad-m* 
called  alk,  ver.  >«f  (See  the  the  notes  on  evidently  (hews,  that  (bey  4//  Jt^cdbi  bsm$ 
that  verte)  Accordingly  the  whole  current  of  Roip.  v*  11* 
the  following  difeourfe  (hews,  that  the  apo- 
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ihc  Father  j  when 
h^fhatE  have  put 
aUrnle^nd 
j-l .Authority i  i"*d 

iJJHCfp 


%t  For  be  mod 
feign,  (ill  be  hath 
pur  *11  enemies 
unitr  hit  tot* 


tff  The  lad  <- 
nemy  iitfjfhaUbe 
deflroyed  if  death. 


*7  F'^hchath 
pci  nil  things  un* 

tie 


the  joyful  end  will  come,  which  they  are  looking, 
longing,  and  hoping  for  ;  And  then  our  Lord 
Jcfus,  aii  man  and  mediator,  having  fully  executed  the 
whole  feheme  of  hie  depenfatory  kingdom  *,  for  which 
alt  power  was  given  to  him  after  his  refurreQion, 
{Mdttb.  xsviii,  18.  and  Phil,  ii,  9,  6r.)  will  deliver  up 
(i-a/wie)  his  commiffion,  trull,  and  charge,  to  God  the 
Father,  from  whom  he  received  it  $  and  will .  prefen t 
all  his  members  together  as  a  glorious  church/  (Eph. 
v.  27.)  AH  this  he  will  do  after  he  (ball  have  abolUhed 
every  form  of  civil  and  ccclcGaftical  government,  as 
they  now  fubfift  in  this  world,  and  all  the  authority 
and  power,  that  either  men  or  devils  have  ufurped  and 
exercifed  over  their  refpeftive  fubjects,  and  in  oppofi* 
tion  to  him,  and  to  his  people  and  caufe. 

2$  For,  according  to  the  decree,  protnife,  and  com- 
mtffion  of  God  the  Father,  and  his  agreement  with 
the  Son,  {P/oL  ct.  1.)  he  in  his  human  nature,  and 
office  capacity,  mud  needs  continue  to  Gc  in  majefty 
and  glory  at  the  Father's  right  hand,  and  to  reign,  as  a 
kingupon  histhtone^n  the  eiercife  of  univerfaldominion 
over  all  perfons,  caufes,  aud  things,  until  his  Father 
(ver.  27.)  (hall  have  thoroughly  performed  his  engage-* 
mem  to  him,  of  bringing  down  all  his,  and  his  churches 
enemies,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual  of  every  kind, 
and  (hall  have  placed  them  in  abfolute  and  a£lual  fub- 
jection  to  him,  like  captives  of  war,  that  are  trampled 
under  the  conqueror's  feet. 

id  And  as  the  lad  enemy,  that  believers  have  to 
grapple  with,  and  are  often  mod  afraid  of,  but  after 
which  they  have  nothing  farther  to  fear,  is  deatht  which 
feparates  their  bodies  from  their  fouls,  and  from  an 
enjoyment  of  Chrilt  in  all  bis  glory  ;  this  {hall  be  en¬ 
tirely  overcome  and  abolifhed,  that  it  may  not  always 
reign  over  them,  or  detain  them  under  its  power,  and 
hinder  the  complete  felicity  of  their  whole  perfons  ; 
but  this  can  be  in  no  other  way,  than  by  railing  their 
dead  bodies  to  an  immortal  life. 

27  Chrilt,  I  fay,  mud  reign  in  his  mediatorial  king¬ 
dom,  till  this,  and  all  other  enemies  be  entirely  fob- 

dued 


NOTE. 

f  Chrift’j defix-tting »f>  the  iiagtfcm  to  Gallic  have  no  end ;  and  he.  In  hi,  hom»n  nature. 
Father,  no  more  proves  (hat  he  will  in  all  r«.  will  wear  the  honour  of  bis  office,  and  of  all 
fpefts  cafe  to  be  a  King,  or  to  have  any  fur-  hit  mediatorial  performances,  and  of  their 
titer  reign  or  dominion, tiitn  the  Father’s  tie-  CLotre  and  abiding  efTeAs  and  confequcnces , 
lieeritig  the  kingdom  to  the  Son,  proves  that  and  will  live  in  a  Rate  of  iiiprriur  authority 
the  Father  bimtelf  then  cc'ed  to  be  a  Ring,  and  glory,  like  the  bead  of  the  church,  for 
and  parted  with  bis  o«ri  rule  and  dominion  ever  and  ever;  and  therefore  intheferefprflr, 
over  sit.  Vid.  Per.  in  loc.  Chvm's  « Mural  his  throne  and  kingdom  (hail  never  pafs  tt- 
Wi  e.'fiatj!  kingdom,  which  he  has  in  com*  .  way,  or  he  defhoyed,  Dev.  rii.  14.  late  i. 
Dior,  -.vith  the  Father c.id  Spirit,  as  Gii,  .rill  ; j.  ilei.  i.  #.  and  Jtev.  xi.  * f. 


da  bis  Feet*  Cut 
when  tic  faith  all 

arc  put 
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dued  :  For  God  Ll.r-  Father  made  a  univerfjl  grant  of 
all  things  to  be  fubje&ed  to  hi<n}  and  has  given  him  to 
be  the  head  over  all  th'mgs  to  the  church,  (Eph.  i.  22.) 
But  when  he  fpeaks,  by  David,  (Pfai.  via.  6.)  u-ith 
an  ultimate  reference  to  his  incarnate  Son,  (Neb,  H>8,) 
of  all  things  univcrfitlly,  as  placed  under  his  empire 
and  controul,  it  is  evident  from  the  nature  of  things, 
and  front  the  context  of  the  pslfiige  fo  quoted,  that  all 
things  mean  only  all  creatures:  and  that  the  Father 
himfclf,  who  delegated  this  power  and  authority  to 
him,  as  his  vicegerent  in  human  nature,  is  to  be  ex* 
cepted  out  of  the  number  of  thofe  all  things,  that  arc 
put  under  him. 

a3  And  when  the  whole  delign  of  this  committment 
of  all  office  power  10  him  (tail  be  fully  accompliCbed, 
and  the  difpenfatory  kingdom  fluH  be  brought  to  its 
.  period,  as  having  attained  all  its  fpecial  ends  and  pur* 
poles,  in  the  aftual,  complete,  and  final  conquell  of 
all  his,  and  his  church's. enemies,  and  in  the  gathering 
of  all  the  elett  into -his  kingdom,  as  a  willing  people, 
that,  in  the  day  of  his  power,  voluntarily  fubjedted 
rhcmPelves  to  him;  (P/al  cx.  3.}  then  alfo  the  .Son,  as 
the  confUtuted  Mediator,  and  ruler  over  all,  lhall  re* 
fign  up  his  office-government,  in  all  the  forms  of  its 
prefent  ailmmiftr^hon,  and  in  that  peculiar  capacity, 
in  which  he  allnmed  and  exercifed  it ;  and  as  there  will 
then  be  no  further  need  of  his  interpofing,  after  the 
manner  he  now  doth,  in  the  mediatorial  way,  lie  will 
alfo  fur  render  up  himfelf  together  with  the  whole  church, 
to  the  Father's  difpofd,  with  refpeft  to  the  whole  ho¬ 
nours  that  he  lhall  wear,  as  man  and  the  head  of  the  bo¬ 
dy,  and  with  refpecl  to  ail  the  bJedl-cncfs,  which  they 
(hall  eternally  enjoy,  and  be  confirmed  in,  with  and 
under  him,  in  virtue  of,  and  in  recompence  for  ail  the 
fer vices  anti  fufferings,  which  h&fulfilled  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  com  million;  that  ail  things,  on  the  foot  of 
his  finiflied  mediation, may  turn  to  their  originalami  na¬ 
tural  order,  in  which,  not  the  Father  liaglyandalonc  * ; 

but 


18  And  when 
all  thing'  thill  be 
fubdueduntohim, 
then  ikaU  (he  fou 
alfo  himfelf  be 
fnhjert  unto  hjm 
ihit  pa  tall  things 
uuctor  him,  that 
God  nMy  be  tU 


M  0  E* 


0  A*  it  cannot  he  fuppo&E,  that  the  Fa¬ 
ther  divaftert  hiofolf  of  all  h U  authority  and 
influence,  when  the  immediate  Tmnagametrt 
«f  them  vut  committed  to  the  incarnate  Son, 
as  Mediator  and  Head  of  the  church  t  fo  it 
ix  not  to  b«  iiippofed  in  any  confidence  with 
ihc  rights  of  deity,  that  the  Son  and  Spirit, 
Of  God  together  with  the  Father,  ihali  h^vc 
no  dure  or  partncrftlp  whb  him  %n  the  go- 
vetuoieotjof  all  things  and  In  the  cmaua- 
{tiTDi  of  bJcfttdncfi  in  the  httvcniy  fotc, 
when  (he  prelect  admtniilmlba  of  aftir* 


IhiU  Ik  delivered  up  by  the  Son,  which,  h\ 
his  gITicc  capacity,  according  to  a  fettled  or-  a - 
uomy  for  a  certain  fcifon,  he  revived  all  J.lt 
authority  for,  from  the  Father  e  Aea<d:ny- 
ly  il  is  very  obfervabL,  tl^tr  though  tbc 
flic  had  tupitfsly  mentioirel  f/jrf  cur*  i*? 
Y$thcr+  as  the  person  to1  whom  Chrilt  p.rc  ;:-i 
lk  kingdom,  which  he  received  from  Iiloi  \ 
(vcr.  14,  See  the  note  there)  yet  he  here 
{peaks  of  without  tit: 

tcitriftkro,  U  aii  in  alt* 
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but  God ' ejfentiaUy  confidt'red,  mclufive  of  the  Fi* 
iher,  Son,  and  Spirit,  and  of  all  the  perfections  of 
the  Godhead,  which  are  common  to  the dacred  Three, 
wilt  be  the  immediate  fountain  of  dominion,  and 
of  all  divine  emanations  and  communications  of  glo¬ 
ry  and  blcflcdncfs  to  all  the  faints,  and  to  the  man 
Chrift  jefus  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  them  >  and  wilt 
manage  all  the  affairs  of  bis  heavenly  kingdom,  in  a 
more  immediate  way,  from  henceforth  for  ever. 
l9  rife  wirt  29  But,  to  return  to  the  main  argument  in  hand, 
fluti  they  du,  the  denial  of  a  future  ftate  of  happinefs,  and  of  the 
eaforihedcS!u  re^urre^on  °f  the  bodies  of  the  taints  to  eternal  life, 
i!ie  (k’.a  rife  nor  (See  the  note  on  wr,  18.)  fubverts  all  the  good  pur- 
.'L  all'  why  are  pofes  of  your  Chriftian  profeilion,  which  ye  entered 
edforiht  dead**  *nt0  ty  haptifm  :  For  what  will  become  of  thofe  belie¬ 
vers,  who  are  baptized  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  hope  they  have,  through  I*im,  of  a  blef- 
fed  refutre&ion,  after  they  themlelves  (hall  be  number¬ 
ed  among  the  dead,  and  who  arc  the  rather  induced 
thereto,  by  wbat  they  have  feen,  ot  heard  of  the  faith, 
patience  and  Chriftian  heroifm  of  thofe  faints  and  mar¬ 
tyrs,  that  have  died  triumphantly  in  full  affurance  of 
fuch  a  refurrc£tion  ?  If  in  reality  there  be  no  rifing  a- 
gain  to  cttmal  life,  to  what  ptupofe  are  they  baptized 
for  the  fake  of  this  hope,  and  of  this  further  induce¬ 
ment,  relating  to  the  dead  *  i  Or,  on  this  fuppoiition, 
what  good  end  can  be  anfwcrcd  to  them  by  their  being 
baptized,  and  fo  becoming  profefled  Chiiftians,  in  the 
dead  of  thofe  believers,  that  are  dead  and  gone?  It  is 
all  an  infignfiicanr,  trifling  and  fruitUfc  thing. 

And  why  30  And  if  there  he  no  ground  of  hope,  but  that  wc 
P^yCTeryhiTr’j  d*e  never  10  more.  How  weak  and  fenfelefs  is  tc 
for  us  chriftians,  and  especially  for  us  the  apoftlcs  and 
mtnifters  of  Chrift,  to  expoi'e  ourfelvts  continually  to 
the  greateft  lolTes,  hazards,  and  tribulations  for  his 
fake,  and  in  hope  of  living  with  him  111  glory  ? 

31  A* 


NOTE  S. 


*  There  arc  lb  Hiany  intricate  and  perplex-  fekt  a*  in  *  xih  lo*  PhU~  5,  ijl  CoL 
el  iircrpreUiions  given  of  this  very  difficult  i.  a*.  and  i  Tbtf  i,  j.  and  at  others*  in  tb* 
and  cbfcmV  paflkge,  which  muy  fcen  in  j ?&;! $/,  as  in  a  Cor.  r.  ia.  and  Pbihm^  ver* 
the  generality  expoGtors,  and  m  eaun&i-  ij-  Or,  perhaps,  the  fen  ferny  be  thiF,  If 
r/d  at  hrge  in  Dr  FJ-wards*$  enquiry  i»to  tk  dfail  riit:  not,  what  will  become  of  thofe 
fdur  difficult  texts,  jwg.  137 — 106  :  and  in  infants  of  briicviug  parents  thtt  are  baptiftd 
Ftrtttita  SecT4t  pag-  13  j— iBo,  that  I  think  for  their  fakes,  sifter  they  were  dead,  by  vir- 
V.  \\ou\d  anfwcr  no  ^rahiabk  end,  to  trmiMc  lue  of  tWr  covenant  privileges  which  they 
ik  reader  with  them  :  The  view*,  1  have  were  an tilled  to,  though  their  parents  died  b** 
given  of  it  fn  the  Paraphraji,  item  tome  to  fore  they  were  haptsicd,  and  fo  it  is  ihmc- 
bethe  moll  natural,  and  onexcepiiofiaMc,  nf  what  like  ClitiU's  urvu^eiu,  from  the  rove* 
any  that  I  have  met  with,  15  hi tl  confitccnce  nant  with  Alrshmt  for  the  rcfurrcftiMfr 
■^nth  the  fenfe  of  the prtfc/ifiou,  which  xxi:,  31,  3;, 

t'gmiic*  fofttfjtj  or  fy  Teffin  or  ftr  fb< 
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ji  Tprotcftby 
your  rejoicing 
vhfch  1  have  in 
ChHft  Jcfni  our 
Lftid]  Idicdaily* 


3*  Tf  after  the 

manner  of  meal 
hive  fou  ght  ^th 
bcaftsat  Ephtftu, 
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cat 


31  As  Co  my  own  part,  I  fblemnly  declare,  and  am 
not  alhamed  to  own,  that  as  finely  as  I  rejoice  with 
you  in  all  the  joy  which  ye  have  in  Chrift,  our  only 
Lord  and  Saviour,  and  in  the  fuccefa  of  of  my  minify 
try*  by  means  of  which  ye  have  been  brought  to  re¬ 
joice  in  him  *;  and  as  furely  as  the  Holy  Spirit  lives, 
who  is  the  author  of  all  this  joy ;  foE  (land  ready,  and 
expe£l  every  day,  to  fuffer  all  the  miferies  and  tortures, 
that  can  be  inflated  on  me,  even  unto  death  irfelf,  in 
hope  of  a  bkfled  refurrefUon  ;  1  am,  in  this  view, 
weaned  from  life,  and  often  familiarize  to  my  fell 
the  thoughts  of  dying;  and  fcarce  a  day  pafles*  in 
which  lam  not  in  danger  of  futfering  martyrdom  for 
Chrilt,  (dfff  xxiiL  6.  and  xxiv,  2U2*  Csr*  in  ll,  12* 
and  xi<  23* 

32  And  if,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  men  now-a* 
-days,  who  throw  condemned  criminals  to  the  wild  and 

ravenous  beads  at  Epbe/us ,  to  be  devoured,  or  to  con* 
tend  with  them  for  vi&ory,  I  have  been  expofed  to 
the  mod  terrible  and  dangerous  conflicts  with  favage 
and  brutal  enemies,  in  the  outrageous  troubles  that 
have  befallen  me  there,  as  well  as  elfe  where,  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  What  a  rafh  and  foolifli  part  have  1 
afted^f  ;  Or  were  I  to  be  actually  expofed,  for  my  re* 
ligion,  to  the  wild  beads  upon  the  theatre  at  Eb  be/us  % 
which  I  am  prepared  for,  if  it  be  the  will  of  God, 
what  poflible  benefit  could  I  promife  myfelf,  or  expe£t 
to  reap,  from  fuch  an  extremely  Oiocktng  and  perilous 
adventure,  if  in  reality  there  is  no  life  after  this,  and 
no  refurrefHon  to  a  better  date  ?  (See  the  notes  on  v*r. 
19,  and  22.)  If  this  indeed  were  the  cafe,  then  e'en 
let  you  and  I,  and  all  others  that  profefs  the  faith  of 

Cbrift 


N  O  1 

*  At  1  prtirjl  h  jw  (N 9  mv  v^e- 

K0v^nro)  11  a  fort  of  fblemn  oath ; 
if  we  conceive  of  it  m  this  form,  it  mtu- 
rally  leads  as  to  confider  the  a  polite  as  fw car¬ 
ing  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  author  of  this 
joy* 

f  Some  foppofe  that  the  apoftte  war  aOu- 
ally  engaged  in  com  ha  ting  with  Vld  heafte  in 
the  theatre  at  Epbifis  ;  others,  that  he  wu 
condemned  to  tt,  or  in  danger  of  it,  though 
he  ebped  it  :  and  other*,  that  he  only  had 
conflicts  with  pcifoes  of  as  fierce  and  funoas 
1  temper,  as  wild  brails.  3nr,  nnr  hrin^ 
certain  which  might  be  the  Inith  oC  tlie  cite, 

I  have  left  it  undetermined.  The  curious 
reader  may  confute,  on  the  firft  flute  of  the 
qaeflioe,  Ur  if  tatty  ^  on  the  tecornl,  Hr 
ind  on  the  third,  I  he  tnnicd 
Gr&Jhi,  Mr  Pyle  oukti  the  conftrufLiou  of, 
if  I  have  fought  {k  ta  Lc  if  T 

bad  fiagbt  with  bcatts  at  Ef»ijvt7  according 


E  S, 

to  die  latitude  of  the  tenfe,  fi>  natural  to  the 
H^rfir  and  HtftcmjKck  Ungnages;  and  thi*, 
a*  be  obferves,  laves  the  critic*  111  their  need* 
lt&  pain*  of  recurring  to  aitetbtr  light,  and 
miraculous  Oliver  ante  of  St  Paul  u  Epbrjxs 
grounded  only  on  certain  traditions,  ard 
he  think*  it  ihew*  this  paflige  phinlf  10 
refer  to.  Mis  11  x,  jo,  jr.  Accordingly 
f  have  drawn  this  ieaft  imp  the  panphtJe; 
though  a*  ABs  xijt,  jo ,  31,  relates  to 
wlur  js  generally  thought  to  have  been  dorr, 
after  the  writing  of  this  eptftte,  I  Jhodd 
rather  chooie  to  make  what  is  here  laid 
to  rifor  10  fomc  former  troubles,  th«  the 
apatite  met  with  at  Epfafis  f  which  he 
may  br  fuppofed  to  include*  among  other*, 
in  ihefrfcvjj/rt  ur££c£  f/imt  oubim  ik  Alia,  n'cn 
io  the  dtfai ;nrt%  ef  ftjt*  a  Cor.  i,  B,  0*  See 
a!fr>  Biftop  FilPt  Ojfvrd  notes  00  thb  ;ii 
vzrfe# 
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nt  and  drink,  lb  Chjjftj  Jay  aGde  aQ  further  thoughts  of  running  any 
u-;Rurmwatd:c.  or  fuftering  any  troubles,  on  account  of  religion  $ 
and  let  us,  like  the  Epicurean  part  of  the  world,  and 
according  to  their  licentious  maxims  indulge  ourfelves 
in  eating  and  drinking,  and  in  all  fenfual  pleafures, 
as  long  as  we  can  !  For,  upon  this  fuppofition,  we 
in  a  very  little  time,  perhaps  before  to-morrow,  mult 
die  like  the  brute,  and  there  is  an  end  of  us  for  e- 


33  B?  not  de¬ 
ceived:  evil  com* 
inunUsiions  cur* 
t  i^t  good  man* 

tin. 


Ter, 

33  But  take  heed  of  being  cheated!  and  impofed 
upon*  by  artful  and  defining  fcduccrs,  that  would 
draw  you  into  fuch  pernicious  errors,  as  are  fubverfive* 
not  only  of  the  foundations  of  Chriftianity,  but  of  all 
morality  too:  Remember  that  frequency,  familiarity, 
and  intimacy  of  con  ver  fat  ion  with  men  of  fuch  a  ptr- 


34  Awake  to 
r'^htwu  fndfjaod 
\:n  riot;  for  Tome 
hi  vc  not  the 
knowledge  of 
Cod:  IfpeakthU 
co  your  Ilia  Die, 


verfe,  atheiftical  and  luxurious  turn,  have  a  fad  tenden¬ 
cy  and  influence,  to  corrupt  your  minds,  and  morals, 
by  infen fibly  moulding  them  into  their  own  temper  and 
ways,  to  the  deftru&ion  of  all  that  is  virtuous  and  re- 
ligious,  and  of  all  that  is  really  good  for  this  world, 
and  efpecially  for  that  to  come. 

34  Be  fober  then,  and  roufe  up,  as  ye 

ought,  all  the  reafouable  powers,  and  gracious  princi¬ 
ples  of  your  fouls,  to  judge  righteoufly  and 

truly,  concerning  the  important  point  1  am  fpeaking 
of,  and  to  lire  in  a  juft  and  holy  manner,  according  to 
it ;  and  take  heed  of  being  led  into  grofs  miftakes,  and 
finful  pradlices,  as  their  confrquence,  by  the  error  of 
the  wicked  :  For  as  I  perceive  by  the  objections,  that 
have  been  made  againft  the  doctrine  of  a  refurreflion  to 
eternal  life,  and  by  the  fpirit,  with  which  they  are  ur¬ 
ged,  there  are  fome  falfe  teachers  among  you,  that  are 
grangers  to  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and  his  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  mind  and  will,  according  to  tile  gof- 
pel  revelation  ;  and  that  either  do,  or  would  live,  as  if 
they  had  no  notion  at  all  of  a  divine  being,  and  a  fu¬ 
ture  ftate.  This  is  really  a  horrid  difgrace  to  any  that 
bear  the  Chriftian  name ;  and  I  mention  it  as  a  matter 
of  juft  reproach  upon  your  new  teachers,  and  with  a 
hope  of  bringing  thole  of  you  to  an  ingenuous  hum¬ 
bling  fenfe  of  the  fhameful  part  ye  have  adted,  who 
have  given  them  any  countenance  or  encouragement  fo 
dire&Iy  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  cf  the  gofpcl  of 
Chrift,  which  ye  have  profelfcd  to  believe,  and  build 
all  your  hopes  upon.  I  heartily  willi,  that  both  one 
and  the  other  may  take  fhame  to  tbecnfelves  before  God 
in  their  reflexions  upon  it. 

3j  But 
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3*  ®“A  %me  35  But  fame,  to  puzzle  the  caufe,  and  load  it  with 
how  are  the  dead  ponded  abfunliries,  will  objeft.  How,  or  by  what 
t»&A  up  i  and  means,  is  it  poflible  for  dead  bodies  to  rife  again  to 
life,  after  they  have  rotted  in  the  grave,  and  their  dull 
comc  j9  fcattered  about,  amt  intermingled  with  that  of  many 
other  bodies  *  ?  Or,  if  it  fhould  be  fuppofed  a  poflible 
thing,  With  what  fort  of  bodies  will  they  come  forth 
alive  out  of  their  graves?  Shall  it  be  with  fnch  animal, 
earthly,  and  frail  bodies  as  they  now  are?  Or  lhall  it 
be  with  any  other  fliaj.it  and  capacities  1  What  form  can 
any  one  imagine  them  to  be  raifed  in,  which  may 
make  them  fit  for  a  fuppofed  reunion  with  glorified  fouls 
that  they  may  be  agreeable  and  advantageous,  and  not 
a  clog  and  hindrance  to  them,  as  they  are  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate,  in  which  the  foul  is  cmbarraiTcd,  aud  as  it 
were  buried  in  the  body. 

3s  Thou  fool,  36  Whofoever  he  be  that  would  overthrow  this  im- 
that  which  thou  portant  do&rine,  by  ratling  difficulties  about  ir,  which 
*»!ck*  rf*  ci-  thinks  cannot  be  anfwered,  whether  he  be  a  fret- 
otpt  it  die.’  thinking  Sadducee,  or  a  Gentile  philofopher,  I  would 

fay  to  him  *,  Thou  inconGftent  rationaltft,  and  foolilh 
philofopher,  you  not  only  err,  as  not  knowing  theferip- 
turety  nor  the  power  of  God  •,  (Match.  xxii.  2p.)  but 
you  aft  a  very  irrational  part  in  fetting  up  your  own 
undemanding  againll  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God; 
in  not  attending  tu  what  common  obfervation,  and 
philofophy  itfclf  might  fuggeii  to  you  ;  and  in  objec* 
ting  as  though  things  could  not  be,  u niffs  yot  could 
explain  how  they  may  be ;  Such  fort  of  objections 
n>ight  as  reafonably  be  urged  ag'ainft  feveral  of  the 
plaineft  things  in  nature,  which  we  cannot  account 
for,  as  again!!  this  fublime  point  of  revelation,  and 
may  in  par;  be  anfwered,  and  illuftrated  by  them  ;  as 
for  inftance.  There  is  in  facit  a  fort  of  corn,  which, 
when  you  fow  it  in  the  earth,  does  not  fpring  up,  and 
come  to  maturity  uttlefs  it  he  fir  ft  rotted  and  put  rifled 
there ;  fo  that  it  revives  after  it  was  dead  ;  yea  died 
that  it  may  live  again :  And  cannot  that  God  who 
yearly  produces  this  efTe£t,  as  eafily  raife  djad  bodies  to 
life,  after  they  have  been  buried,  and  corrupted  in  the 
grave  ?  37  And 

N  O  T  E  S. 

*  Mere  are  two  objections ;  the  firlt,  if  l  is  »o  the  confnUttoD  of  both. 

Tnifiakc  not,  rchie*  t  >  the  poflibUiiy  of  the  f  The  zpofto  iVys,  raic  u  Dot  with 

thing  itfelf !  the  fecond  to  the  manner  of  it ;  tcrr>eri  of  Ipiiii  to  rcrik  him,  but  with  a  gond 
and  the  apofttos  anfurer  is  c.iU'clatf;:!  to  oh-  lot  ..tit  vj  cuimuce  him  of  his  dangerous  crpjr, 
viatchoth*  He  more  dlrcfUy  replies  to  the  and  r*>  shew  him  ibefoiiy  of  it  *  and  thcr;- 
firft,  in  tct.  3 <5. ;  and  to  the  Mlicr,  in  vtt,  fore  this  is  not  what  our  Lord  condcniu  in 
37*  3B-;  and  then  carries  on  the  ar&jmcn:  Mat;/),  7, Set  the  note  on  LuXe 
n  the  following  verfes  alto  inch  a  iiifeiiacr 
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$7  Aim]  that 
which  thou  Jbw- 
tU,  thou  fcwft 
nor  that  liody  line 
tb  >U  be,  hut  bare 

£ru[],  it  iruy 
rlunre  of  whe  t, 
or  of  io«ie  other 
irum* 


3$  But  God 
*ireth  it  a  body 
as  it  hah  pleated 
him,  and  to  every 
his  own  bo* 
dy. 


39  All  0eJh  if 
not  the  fame 
flcfll  :  hut  tbertii 
one  kind  if  flvfh 
of  men,  another 
flefh  of  heafts} 
another  of  fifhes* 

another  of 

bitdf, 


37  And  as  to  the  manner  of  your  corn’s  afterward 
coming  forth,  and  the  dif treat  form  it  then  appears  in 
we  may  daily  obferve,  that  the  i'mall  feed,  which  you 
fowed,  was  not  the  fame  in  its  gay  furniture  and  lich 
variety  of  clothing,  when  you  committed  it  to  the  earth 
as  it  is,  when  it  revives,  {hoots,  and  grows  up  out  of 
it,  Firfi  with  the  blade,  then  with  tin  ear,  a,:J  after 
that  with  the  full  ant;  { Mark  iv.  18.)  but  it  is  town 
naked  grain,  in  its  own  natural  fubflance,  ftript  cf  ail 
thofe  beauties,  ornaments,  and  improvements,  with 
which  it  is  afterward  produced  ;  whether  it  be,  lor  ex¬ 
ample,  a  grain  of  wheat  +,  or  other  com,  that  dies  in 
like  manner,  belore  it  lives  again. 

38  But  when  it  rifes  from  under  the  clods  by  the 
power  of  vegetation,  which  it  receives  from  the  God  of 
nature,  he  gives  it  fuch  a  body,  of- the  fame  fnbflanre 
and  kind,  though  different  in  its  form  and  qualities,  as 
he  has  appointed  to  it,  and  fees  fit  to  clothe  it  with, 
fuitable  to  its  own  fpecies  ;  and  gives  to  every  different 
fort  of  grain  fuch  a  body,  with  all  its  i  tn  pro  vent  flits, 
railed  out  of  itfelf,  as  is  proper,  and  peculiar  to  its  own 
nature ;  fo  that  what  was  fown  wheat  .rifes  wheat. 
This  t$  indeed  a  great  myflery  in  nature;  and  gives  us 
a  lively  image  of  a  glorious  rcfurrtclion  to  life* 

39  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  out  of  the  very 
fame  materials,  a  body  of  vaitly  different  qualities,  from 
what  it  had  before,  llioul.l  be  produced  by  the  almighty 
power  of  God;  fince  wc  have  further  iiulnnces  in  na¬ 
ture,  that  may  help  to  illuftratc  it  t*  There  are,  ivs 
know,  different  forts  of  flefh  in  the  world :  AH,  that 
we  call  fifth,  is  not  of  one  and  the  fame  kind ;  but 
there  is  one  fort  of  fltfn,  that  compofcs  the  bodies  cf 
men;  another,  of  cattle;  another,  of  filh.es ;  {Lev.  xi. 
It.)  and  another,  of  fowls,  which,  though  vaiioi-s  in 
their  degrees  of  excllence,  are  alt  formed  cut  m  tits 
fame  original  matter,  by  the  wifdom  and  pow-r  of 
God;  though  none  knows  how  it  is,  that  thefe  fevei&l 
forts  of  flefh  are  diver fi 3rd  in  their  qualities,  or  what 
contexture  of  panicles  it  is,  that  cattles  the  difference, 
which  the  great  Creator  has  made  between  them. 

<{3  And 


notes. 

•  It  it  ivith  great  propriety  that  the  apo*  iitftjnre?  ro  relate  to  the  iliir.K-n.-c,  t’  ar  ■» 
file  in  Ran  res  m  a  gain  of  wheal,  as  our  ntaAi  bes-t-ten  the  and  the  x'c’"F‘-' 

J*oriJ  alib  dief  to  ilhifr rate  hi$  o^rr  death ,  <t nd  flatc  of  the  bodies  oMhe  iliiniT,  as  tt\Li  of 
lb e  ad vaniageu us  conferences  of  if,  John  mL  thenr*  relates  Jo  ihcir  a^ain  with  * 
14*;  date  .here  are  very  few  fores  of  graui  that  heavily  and  yWys  vafdy  fiivjMilirjr  u!l  ft 
die  in  the  jTOtiftd,  before  they  faring  Mpf  as  ever  had  before  :  But  1  am  orher  vite  at  a 
the  Uc&.  See  the  note  on  ilia;  Verte,  iofs  to  teethe  propriety  and  defijn  of  his  in¬ 
i’  The  apofllc’s  rrafbnm^  appears  to  *ne  traducing  thete  manures,  or  *hai  vvnittftfcnt 
vtrv  e-'nipicag-*,  if  wc  take  the  fuilowmg  they  h«e  |Ssc  prc«i!;r,g* 

■  Yoi.lY,  t-  M 
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40  TbsrtarczS- 
fottlcltul  bodies, 
and  kdics 
Tcftrul ;  but  ih t 
glory  uftbtcelcf- 
‘tialff  one,  and  (he 
nf  the  Ut- 
relink  if  ano¬ 
ther. 


41  There  is 
one  glory  of  the 
fin,  and  another 
gloryof  thenoon, 
and  another  glo-* 
ry  or  the  (Van; 
for  one  (tar  dif- 
fererh  from  aw* 
tber  ftarta  glory. 


41  So  alfo  if 
the  rcfurrtdion  of 
the  dead.  It  is 
fawn  in  corrnp* 
lion, 


40  And  there  are,  as  we  all  Tee,  other  bodies  of  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  :  There  are  fbme  heavenly  luminaries,  that 
appear  in  the  huge  expanfe of  the  firmament;  and  there 
are  innumerable  other  bodies  inanimate  as  well  as 
mat?f  that  prefent  tbemfelvcs  to  oitr  view  all  around  us 
upon  earth :  But  the  beauty  and  tbe  quality  of  thefe  are 
evidently  very  different;  the  glory  of  the  heavenly  bo¬ 
dies  is  of  one  fort,  and  the  glory  of  the  earthly  bodies 
is  of  another^  that  being  much  more  refined,  and  ma¬ 
king  a  more  glittering  appearance,  than  the  other: 
And  the  difference  between?  a  clod  of  earth,  and  the 
brighreft  luminary  in  the  vifible  heavens,  is  like  that  be¬ 
tween  the  preterit,  and  the  future  Rate  of  the  bodies  of 
the  bldled. 

41  Yea,  even  among  the  heavenly  bodies  themfelres, 
there  are  different  degrees  of  luftre  and  magnificence; 
there  is  one  glory  of  the  Sunt  which  (hines,  with  the 
brightefl  rays,  by  its  own  native  light;  and  there  is 
another  glory  of  the  Moony  which  borrows  its  lightj  by 
reflection,  from  the  fun,  and  is  of  a  fainter  kind;  and 
there  is  another  glory  of  the  other  planets,  or  wander* 
ing  fiariy  and  of  the fixed flars;  for  the  fiars  tbemfelves 
differ  in  glory  ;  the fixed fiars  (hining,  like  the  fun,  by 
their  own  innate  light,  and  tbe  wandering  fiars^  like 
the  moon,  by  reflected  and  borrowed  light :  Thefe  are 
bodies  of  very  different  fplendour ;  and  yet  they  were 
all  formed  out  of  the  fame  original  ma fe,  which  mafc 
itfelf  was  created  out  of  nothings  by  the  mighty  power 
of  God,  though  we  eannot  conceive  bow*  (Gen.v  iy&c) 

41  To  apply  all  this  to  the  argument  in  hand,  with 
refpefl  to  glorified  bodies  at  the  refurre£Uon  from  the 
dead,  the  fame  divine  wifdom  and  power,  which,  in 
ways  unknown  to  us,  make  the  corn  fpring  up  with  dif¬ 
ferent  beauty  and  improvement,  from  what  it  had,  when 
it  was  fenvn,  and  after  it  had  died  in  the  earth;  and  that 
God,  who  has  produced  different  forts  of  flefli,  and  of 
earthly  and  heavenly  bodies,  out  of  the  fame  original 
matter,  and  knew  how  to  make  different  fortmente  and 
modifications  of  its  particles  for  thatpurpofe,  can  doubt* 
Jefs  djftinguiQi  and  feparate  the  proper  dull  of  each  hu¬ 
man  body  ;  and  can  work  fuch  glorious  alterations  up¬ 
on  its  prefent  date,  and  endue  it  with  fuch  inconceiv¬ 
able  excellent  qualities,  as  fhall  make  it  a  fit  and  defir* 
able  companion  for  the  foul ;  though  we  know  not  how. 
If,  like  the  feed  fown  in  the  earth  *,  is  placed  in  this 

world 


note, 

*  There  appears  to  be  conCdenbie  vtigftt  nun's  befog  in  this  world  is  Ms  beinjj  Jbvtt7 
in  Mr  Locke's  ebfixTJtioa,  dm  the  time  of  and  not  ueuf  bdogdead,  he  is  put  taco  the 

0WC, 
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11011,  it  Is  TBlfcd 
fa iacorrapf  ioii ; 


43  It  tefooriLia 

dUhonour,  3t  it 
tilled  in  glory : 
It  it  fi>tn  in 
weaknrfi,  it  is 
railed  in  pom  i 


44  Iiislbwjia 
tttural  body,  it 
i*  raiftd  a  fp:ri~ 
tualbody.  There 
is 


world  a  frail  mortal  body,  and  is  laid  into,  and  buried 
in  the  grave,  fubjc&  to  putreta&ion  \  bur  it  (hall  be 
railed  again  free  from  all  corruptibility,  di Ablution,  or 
decay;  immortal,  never  to  die  more.  (Lukew.  35,  36.) 

45,  Whilft  it  is  in  this  lower  world,  it  is  a  poor, 
mean,  contemptible  thing,  liable  to  deformity  and  de* 
filement,  and  needs  a  covering  of  fome  parts,  which 
cannot  be  eipofed  without  fhame;  {chap.  xii,  23.)  aiul 
when  it  comes  to  die,  and  be  laid  in  the  earth,  it  is  a 
loarhfomt  carcafe,  and  flili  more  than  ever  the  boav  of 
our  humiliation:  But  it  fhall  be  raifed  again  a  beautiful 
and  fplendid  body,  adorned  with  heavenly  qua! hies, 
and  (hiningt  like  the  fun  and  fixed  liars,  for  ever  and 
ever;  {Mat*  xiii.  42,  and  Dan.  xii,  3,)  yea,  like  unto 
Chrift’s  glorious  body.  {Phi!.  Hi.  21  >}  It  fubGfts  in  this 
world  a  feeble,  infirm,  and  crazy  body,  liable  to  fide- 
nefs,  pain,  wearijiefs,  fai tilings,  and  death,  incapable 
of  defending  itfclf  from  the  innumerable  evils  and  dan¬ 
gers  that  furroundit,  and  too  weak  to  hold  out  with  z 
willing  mind  in  the  lively  exercifes  of  reafon  and  reli¬ 
gion  *  xxvi.  41.)  and  it  is  laid  in  the  dull  weak¬ 

er  (till,  utterly  defencelrfs,  and  an  eafy  prey,  even  io 
the  worms:  (Joh*  xix.  26.)  But  it  (halt  be  raifed  again 
with  fuch  vigorous,  ftrong,  and  healthy  qualities*  as 
will  fet  it  above  the  reach  of  inward  infirmity,  ami  out¬ 
ward  mifehief  or  danger;  and  as  will  enable  it  to  keep 
pace  with  the  glorified  foul,  and  to  execute  its  will,  and 
join  with  it  in  all  its  noble  operations  and  employments, 
without  . wearinefo  and  fainting;  and  to  fuftain  without 
the  lead  uueaGneJs,  the  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory^  that  fhall  be  put  upon  it.  {2  Cor ,  tv*  17.) 

44  It  is  brought  into,  and  fubfifts  in  this  world  a 
merely  antroal  body,  (v'U'**1)  that  is  maintained,  re¬ 
cruited,  'and  refrelhed  by  food  and  drink,  llrep  and  air, 
and  has  only  a  fenfitive  life,  like  the  bodies  of  brutes; 
and,  through  failure  of  nourifhment  by  tbefe  means, 
this  animal  part  6f  man  is  laid  fenfelets  in  the  grave: 
But  it  fhall  be  raifed  with  a  much  more  refined  contex¬ 
ture,  and  endued  with  fuch  fpi ritual  qualities,  as  fiotto 
need  any  of  thefe  animal  rcfrefhmems  j  {chap.  vi.  13-) 
it  will  be  poffeffed  and  actuated  by  the  Holy  Spirir, 


N  o  T  F„ 

gtaw;  beemfe  dead  things  are  not  ibvn,  fotfingfrtd;  znH  as  the  b*dy  ismurh  men 
lord*  are  lown  being  alive,  and  die  not  till  rertiarknblc  for  itf  csrruptKti,  -utEakncf^  and 
after  they  are  ftwoi  And  thU  1  apprehend  jJicr,  than  before  it  die*,  I  *ould 

belt  agrees  **nh  the  apoftle's  calling  it  a  iw/tf-  not  etclnde  a  confiderarion  of  its  Hate  and 
f a/ or  ffufwa/,  tody*  ver.  44.  But  cortliEJon,  when  it  and  is  hid  to  the 

yet,  ai  living,  ioj  burying  the  body  in  the  grave* 
evch  moft  natural  Jy  bears  the  rtfriublanctof 

M  * 
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a  natural  body. 
There  h  a  nuuj* 
ol  body,  and 
mere:*  u  Jpirituat 
Udy. 


45  And  fo  It  is 
written*  Thctirfl 
man  AAim  u^s 
made  a  living 
tmd,  the  la  ft  A- 
dam  ciun  w-aA'  a 

^tiickoiug  fpiriu 


4*f  Howfcrit, 
that  Ti/ttf  not  tirlt 
uhleh  is  fpiriJU-1, 
but  iha*  which  is 
natural;  and  af- 

fCrLtarJ  that 

M-hkh  is  fpbituab 


47  The  fi.ft 
man  if  of  ri-.e 
earth,  earthy:  the 

ii-cond 


who  llnli  raife  it  from  the  dead  ;  {Ram,  vitu  1 1*)  and 
wi!l  be  animated  and  fupported  immediately  by  the  foul, 
without  the  ufc  of  tbofe  means  that  are  now  neceffary 
for  it;  and  it  will  be  of  fo  nimble  and  ?£ttve  a  nature, 
as  re  ft:  mbit/s  that  of  fpirits,  and  13  like  the  angels  of 
God,  {Luke  xx,  36.)  As  there  is  a  difference  between 
the  glory  of  one,  and  another  fort  of  earthly  and  hea¬ 
venly  bodies  in  this  vilible  creation;  {ve r-  39,  40,  41  •} 
fo  there  is  an  animal  body*  that  is  a  conftituent  part  of 
human  nature  in  its  prefent  (late*  and  is  laid  down  in 
the  duft *  and  there  is  a  fart  of  ratified  body*  with 
more  fpiritual  qualities,  which  belongs  to  the  human 
nature  of  rhe  faims  in  the  Cclcftial  world* 

45  And  boLh  tnefe  are  anfwerablr  to  their  refpeflive 
originals.  Thus  it  is  written  {Cert,  n  7*)  of  the  firft 
man  Adam^  the  common  Father,  :md  public  head  of  all 
bis  pofterky,  that  he  was  made  of  an  animal  frame, 
and  endued  with  a  foul,  which  gave  a  natural  or  fenfi- 
Live  life  to  his  body,  ^nd'  communicated  the  tike  to  all 
thofe,  thatdefeend  from  him:  BurChrift*  who  maybe 
called  the  Safi  Adam  as  he  was  the  fecond  and  laft  pub* 
lie  perfon  and  covenant- head  of  all  his  feed,  is  poflef* 
fed  of  a  quickning  fpirit*  as  he  has  life  in  himfeif^  and 
quickens  (*>*«»)  •whm  ke  wi((;  (John  v.  21*  2 6.)  andfo 
conveys  a  fpiritual  and  immortal  life  to  the  bodies  of  the 
faints  at  the  rcfurrection*  by  his  fpiiit  that  dwells  in 
them*  ( Rom .  viii.  ut) 

46  However*  the  method*  way,  and  order  of  God's 
operation  is3  that  as  this  fpiritual  and  immortal  ftate  of 
the  rifen  body  is*  in  all  refpefts*  more  excellent  and 
glorious,  than  that  animal  ftate*.  in  which  it  is  born  in¬ 
to*  continues  in*  and  dies  out  of  this  world ;  fo  this 
fpiritual  body  is  not  that,  which  we  are  firft  of  all  par¬ 
takers  of;  but  we  arc  firft  endued  with  an  animal  bo¬ 
dy  here,  and  fliaJI  be  clothed  with  a  fpiritual  body  at 
the  refurredUon  of  the  juft  hereafter;  and  the  like  may 
ba  obferved  with  refpeft  to  tbe  firft  anti  laft  Adame  God 
herein  atiiug  according  to  his  ufual  courfe  in  the  works 
of  nature,  and  of  grace,  which  is  to  begin  with  the 
Ms  perfect  produGs*  and  carry  them  on  to  thefe  that 
are  more  pcrfeG* 

47  The  firft  man  Adam  was  formed*  as  to  bis  body, 
out  of  the  duft  of  the  ground,  {Gen,  ii,  7*)  and  fo  was 
of  an  earthly  conftitutioa  *  ;  and*  by  virtue  of  the  co¬ 
venant 


NOTE* 

*  Adam\  betjt£  cf  [be  earth ,  f  irthy^  may  of  immortal  happineft,  And  Chriff* 
relate,  among  other  thiit^v  to  the  pUce  the  hard  from  bt&vai,  mayanf*e»!dy  snc-lisM 
where  he  and  hi*  fee* triune  vttn  to  have  the  place  m  which  he  would  nife  ti*  fpiritual 
r«cdvcd  the  of  hiscbcdicjxciai  ItoTc  feed  to  be  blrifrd  forever  with  him  i  am) 

thcreivre 
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frcond  man  if  the 
Lord  frocn  hci- 


As  h  the 
«lsh  ,  fcch  ert 
they  jlf>  tlut  u*e 
e-  i!iy  :  ^nj  as  is 
the  hrnvtr.lv  , 
inch  are  fhey  alio 
that  jre  heavenly- 


49  And  3s  Mft 

li.fvc  It.inr  the  i- 
Bi-i-e  oi  the  enr- 
tJ-y,  wc  thill  \\tb 
hear  llis  iTrajjv  of 
the  heavenly. 


N^'v  fhis  I 
tty  *  brethren  , 
tt.m  fltfh  and 
Ujod  cannot  in¬ 
herit 


venant  made  with  him*  he  ant)  his  fret!  were  to  have 
enjoyed  God*  and  all  their  happinefe,  with  immortali¬ 
ty  upon  earth ,  in  cafe  he  had  itond  ;  bur  by  reaten  of 
the  full,  he  became  frail  and  mortal;  (Gen.  iiu  19.) 
anti  forfeited  all  promited  happinefs  for  himfejf  and  his 
pofteriry:  But  as  to  Chrift,  who  is  filly  called  the  te~ 
cond  man,  becaufe,  how  many  generations  foever  paf- 
ted  between  Adam  and  him,  he  was  the  fccond  public 
head,  and  reprefentative :  his  original  is  of  an  heaven¬ 
ly  fort*  as  he  is  not  only  that  Lord,  who  is  from  hea¬ 
ven,  with  refpefl  to  his  divine  nature  ;  hut  came  from 
heaven,  in  a  way  of  peculiar  operation  and  manifefla- 
tion,  to  a  (Tu  me  human  nature;  and  he  is  the  Lord, 
who  is  now  in  heaven  with  his  glorified  body,  and  will 
conic  from  thenev,  to  raife  the  rie.:d  bodies  nf  the  faints, 
and  receive  them  to  himfelf,  that  rhey  may  be  for  ever 
with  him,  {John  xiv*  3-  and  1  Ibejf.  iv.  1 6,  3 7.) 

48  Thofe  therefore,  wbote  pedigree  is  from  the  earth¬ 
ly  man  Adamy  bear  his  likenefs,  and  derive  fuch  an 
earthly  animal  and  mortal  body  from  him,  as  ho  him- 
telf  in  his  fallen  ftate  had;  and  on  the  other  hand,  they 
that  are  of  heavenly  birth,  born  of  the  fpirir,  and  born 
from  above,  and  fo  are  formed  with  heavenly  difpofi- 
tions  for  heavenly  enjoyments,  (hail  derive  a  fpiritual, 
heavenly,  and  immortal  body  from  this  heavenly  Lord, 
fuch  as  he  himfelf  nowli;>s  in  his  exalted  (laic-  {PhiU 
hi-  71.) 

49  And  as  we  who  believe  in  him,  and  are  quick- 
ned  by  his  fpirit  here,  have  before  the  debated  image 
of  our  fir(t  Father  and  covenant  head,  in  an  earthly,  a- 
nimal,  fickly  and  mortal  Hate  of  the  bod]',  he  having, 
after  his  fall,  begotten  children  in  his  own  likenefs  ; 
(Gfjj.  v.  3,)  and  as  w:  (hall  continue  10  bear  his  dtfpi- 
cable  image  in  the  rotten nds  and  corruption  of  the 
grave;  fo  our  bodies  will  hereafter  be  raited  to  fuch  an 
illuftfious  and  heavenly  date,  by  virtue  derived  from 
our  tecond  head,  as  will  evidently  rcteinble  the  glorious 
body  of  this  heavenly  Lord:  that  we  may  bear  his  ami¬ 
able  image  in  body  as  well  as  foul,  fri  ever* 

50  Now ;  to  lead  you  into  the  reaten  of  the  vad  al¬ 
teration,  which  has  been  rcpiefented,  as  to  be  made  u- 
pon  glorified  bodies,  I  after e  you,  my  chrif  rim-brethren, 
that  the  human  body,  as  con  rifling  of  flrfl)  and  blood, 
in  its  prefenr  grofs  and  anim;0  fta;et  which  renders  it 
weak  and  fluggifh,  decaying  and  mortal,  is  utterly  un- 


NOTE, 

t.'frcforc  whoever  arc  raifcd  to  heavenly  and  thorn  h\  h:m*  See  Dr  Gs*f- 

hivtit+lueft,  it  is.  only  in  virtue  of  Ciinft’s  k'i.:,  to*.  pt45,£v» 

k^iihin  an d  oi  the  ccnoinnt  made 
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herb  the 
doniofO^!^  nei* 
ther  doth  r  or  nip* 
iMn  inherit  in* 
ci/rmpciooi 


IT  Behold,  T 
fliev  you  a  jm  y  fie¬ 
ry;  \V t  ihiLl  Dot 
ali  I  Jeep.  lut  we 
null  ail  be  clw»g- 
ed» 


ft;,  and  incapable  C6  behold  the  divine  vifions,  enjoy 
the  fublime  pleefures,  and  perform  the  exalted  fervices, 
thut  conftitute  the  glory  and  delight  of  the  heavenly 
kingdom,  for  which  it  is  to  be  formed  at  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  juft;  nor  is  it  poffible  that  fo  frail  and  cor¬ 
ruptible  a  thing  as  this  body,  till  it  be  refined  (houid  be 
equal  to  the  entertainments  and  employments  of  that  il- 
1  uft r ions  world,  or  be  able.to  bear  the  majefty  and  glory 
of  Cod,  when  wc  (hail  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  behold 
him  face  to  t ace.  (Matfh.  v,  8,  and  t  Cor.  xiii.  il, 
compared  with  Exod.  xxxiii.  zc.) 

51  As  to  this  refining  change,  which  is  fo  neceflary 
to  be  made  upon  the  bodies  of  the  faints,  before  they 
can  enter  the  glorious  regions  of  immortality,  obferve 
a  grand  fecret,  which  I  am  now  going  to  tell  yon  about 
it ;  a  feeret,  which  has  not  yet  been  clearly  revealed, 
and  furpaftes  all  prefen  f  comprehenfion;  I  mean  that 
ev^ry  individual  believer  lhal!  not  die;  nor  (hall  their 
bodies,  like  the  generality  of  them,  deep  in  the  grave  * 
for  the  ftage  of  this  world  will  not  be  cleared  of  its  in¬ 
habitants,  before  Chrift  (ball  cOme  to  raife  the  dead 


ami  judge  the  world,  at  the  laft  day:  But  all  of  us  who 
belong  to  him,  whether  we  be  dead  before  that  time 
or  nor,  (halt,  in  feme  unknown  way,  undergo  a  fur- 
prizing  and  glorious  alteration,  which,  in  tbofe  that 
(hall  be  then  living,  will  be  equivalent  to  dying  and 
riling  again,  as  to  the  purpofe  of  refining  their  bodies, 
and  making  them  fit  for  the  heavenly  inheritance;  that 
we  all  together  may  be  ever  frith  the  Lord.  (1  Tbej[.  iv, 

17*) 

Xn  1  no-  S2  This  w°ndcrfii]  change  (hall  he  brought  about  by 
ment ,  in  the  Divine  omnipotence,  in  an  iulUnc,  as  it  were  (<*  *«*-) 
t*in«)in£  of  an  in  an  atom  of  lime,  or  as  fmal]  a  moment  as  can  be  i- 
tJump81  (f'r  'l-c  ,na£’r,ti<b  even  bhe  that  of  the  twinkling  of  a  man’s 
tnimpjt V  fluil  eye,  at  the  final  alarm,  which  (hall  be  given  by  the 
r°wid>)  and  the  voice  of  Chrift,  when  he  lb  all  call  forth  the  dead  out  of 
their  graves,  {John  v.  28.}  as  with  an  exceeding  loud 
found  of  a  trumpet,  like  what'was  heard  at  mount  Si- 
naif  (Ex -d.  xix.  i6.J  Forfuch  ao  alarm  will  bs  given, 


as 


M  O  T  X. 

*  Wi*  are  not  to  fnppofc  that  by  tw  poll  the  day  of  Chrifi’s  (c:nnil  appearing  was  at 
•ate//  fit--,  h- apnlile  moot  faimic’f  a<id  hantj ;  "and  calis  th-jlc  perfons dteeivert,  that 
the  briber-  of  ihat  agr:  bovhe  thereto  d  any  thing  Itkc  it;  he  aHi>  wife  the 

peno  -ates  trie  svhois  church,  w  mjrfliwi  bo-  Titjfskaiaat,  that  ihtrr  mufl  it  •MRug  away, 
dy  of  Omit:  >\ir  chew  here*  tbeak:ujj  of  and  that  the  man  Ufirft  rtv&kdi 

thi  Chr  Ilians  in  thole  days,  he  fty*  their  and  he  had  attainted  tbap  with  thric 
mortal  Mies  ihouU  be  quickjencJ  by  the  fyU  thing*,  while  he  ires  wilh  them,  before  be 
rit  of  (iftii  whidi  \n  then),  (Rom  ruu  wtoio either  of  his  epiiUe*  to  ihcaif  *  Tbtjk 
1 1.  and  £iyst  includes  bimielft  Hr  tht  rj?/-  ii.  if  4*  aiid  bo*h  thefc  cpiftla  are  nnirerfil- 
td  a?  ;f>e  L*rdyjf{!st  fiu tlr&ife  n?  us  aifo  h  ty  allowed  ro  have  been  lyriueu  befotf  th( 
C1  Cor*  iv*  r*.)  And  be  fpeahs  of  to  the  GmnfhidiUr 
fi  as  u  ^rcd£  :;iiiUke  in  who  ihou^iE, 
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dtad  Q>ali  be  j*if-  as,  for  its  fuddenncfs  and  fulemnity,  will  be  like  the 
founding  of  a  trumpet,  before  we  are  aware,  tofutnmon 
changed.  us  to  an  appearance  at  the  judgment-fear  of  Cbrift ;  and 

then  the  dead  bodies  of  the  faints  (hall  be  raifed  to  im¬ 
mortal  life }  and  whether  we,  who  believe,  be  living 
or  dead  at  chat  time,  all  of  us  (hall  pafs  under  an  ama¬ 
zing  and  advantageous  change  of  the  qualities ,  though 
not  of  the  materials  of  our  bodies,  to  fit  them  for  the 
glory  of  the  celedial  world. 

53  Far  this  _  S3  For,  in  order  hereunto,  {« r»r»)  this  very 
corruptible  mult  individual  decaying  and  corruptible  body,  wbich  tsnow 
iBd0ri*>di  t0  pUtrefa£Hon,  and  will  foon  corrupt  in  the  grave, 

atonal  muff  pin  mult  of  neccfliiy  be  new  built,  and  formed  into  a  (late 
•n  immortality,  of  (Irength  and  vigour,  of  fpirituai  and  incorruptible 
qualities  And  this  very  body  t*«?)  which  is 

of  mortal  frame,  and,  generally  fpeaking,  (hall  die, 
mud  be,  not  a -new  created,  but  happily  altered  by  a 
proper  refur  reftion  of  the  lame  fuhftance,  and  mud  put 
on  the  form  of  a  glorious  immortality, 
la  So  when  tlii*  54  And  when  the  time  comes  far  this  corruptible  bo* 
corruptible  fluid  jy  j,e  clothed  with  in  corruptible  glory,  and  for  this 
cOTTuprlon^and  mortal  body  to  be  immortalized*  then  (hail  that  a ntient 
thU  mortal  fail!  prophecy  be  completely  fulfil  led,  (7/a.  xxv.  8.)  where 
monaE”1  0,**hef»  *s  written,  that  the  formidable  tyrant,  death,  which 
K  ^brought  ha£  conquered  and  reigned  over  believers,  together  with 
to  pafs  the  faying  the  reft  of  mankind,  fo  as  to  fubjt>&  them  to  its  drake 
iwk“  for  thoufands  of  generations,  (ball  itfelf  be  entirely  van- 

0p  i„  vifiory.  quilhed,  and  never  have  the  lean  dominion  or  power 
afterwanls  over  them;  That  lad  enemy,  which  has  been 
fucha  terror  to  many, of  them,  (hall  then  be  finally  and 
totally  deflroyed  (w.  a  6.)  for  ever  fj  ami  (hall  be  op 
abfolutely  aboIi(hed,  with  re(pe£l  to  every  one  of  them, 
as  if  it  had  never  been. 

jj  o  death,  55  *n  T*cw  °f  things,  all  Teal  Chridians  may 
wlwreo  thy  flint?  take  up  their  joyful  triumph  before- hand,  and  ling  in 
O  full  aiTurance  of  faith,  and  with  a  holy  contempt  and 
defiance  of  death  and  the  grave,  according  to  what  is 
written  Hof  xiii.  14  J  •>  and  may  anticipate  their  fu- 

t  ure 


NOTES. 

*  Pvifftig  to  tneerrupiiM  and  imemrlafrtj,  is  t  Dr  JVhiihy  has  (hewn  that  ia  viltay  (»»■ 
*F  like  import  with  being  e/atM  with  oer  bmfe  conftantly  fignihes  in  ihe  Seftmthtt, 

fnm  heaven,  (s  Cor.  e.  a.)  The  yews  often  fa  even  But  as  this  phrafe  is  uied  in  Moot, 
fjjoJcc  of  the  bodies  of  the  juft,  a»  to  be  chv  xii.  so.  which,  as  tar  as  I  find,  is  the  only 
shed  with  the  light  of  glory;  and  agreeable  place  befides  this,  where  it  occurs  in  the 
to  this,  It  is  faid  that  they  pall  /bine  at  tie  New  Teftamcni;  and  as  it  is  there  rendered, 
frigbmtjs  of  the  firmament,  at  the  Part  fa  and  plainly  fignihes  uulo  or  ta  vidtoj  both 
ewer  aaa  ever ,  and  as  tie  fat  in  the  bnfam  «/  theft  fenics  ire  very  confl  (tent,  and  may,  with 
their  father ,  (Dan,  air.  3.  and  Matin,  xiii.  gnat  propriety,  be  taken  into  the  paraphrale 
4,.)  We  have  alfb  an  emblem  of  this  in  of  this  verie. 

thrift's  tn/isfijuraiion,  Mdtb.  sVii.  ».  and  |  See  bow  exattty  this  anfucrt  to  the  He¬ 
in  his  appearance  to  the  apo!Ue  Jiba,  Riv.  i,  ireut  tew,  tiof.  xiii.  i+,  in  Dr  Toecei’s  ap- 

coast  of  that  place. 
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O  j;rav<,  w hcrz  ij 
tty  victory? 


56  The  fling  of 
drach  h  fin  *  an d 
flic  ftrength  of 

fit!  Ij  the  IkiW* 


si  Bu;  thanks 
V  to  f  jm|%  ^hi/h 
jyveth  Li  thu  vie' 
t.ory  through  o:ir 
l,o/*!  JcIuiChvid-. 


$3  Therefore, 
my  hdovc.t  l*rc- 
ttuiG,  he  y-j  fied- 
krt 


rare  globing,  in  which  they  will  bravely  infuh  over 
thtefe  enemies*  with  joy  and  tranfport,  when  they  (hall 
be  actually  nifed  to  immortal  bleflednefs;  O  deaths 
what  is  now  income  of  your  malignant  fling  ?  What 
real  harm  have  you  ever  bren  able  to  do  us  i  Or  what 
can  you  do  any  more  again  ft  us?  Wc  defpife  ail  your 
venomous  darts*  O  grave*  what  are  all  your  conquefts 
over  us  now  come  to*  which  you  Teemed  to  have  gaimd 
with  unccntroulable  power,  and  through  fear  of  which 
we  were  kept  in  bondage  many  times  upon  earth  {Htb* 
ii.  15,)  What  is  now  become  of  all  your  fpoils,  which 
yen  made  of  us,  but  are  now  forced  to  deliver  up  into 
a  flatc  of  prrfe£l  liberty*  never  to  be  feized  or  touched 
by  you  any  more  ? 

5 6  The  very  worft  and  mofl  definitive  thing  in 
death  is  the  guilt  of  fin,  which,  unremoved  caufes  not 
only  a  reparation  of  the  foul  and  body*  but  of  borh  from 
God,  not  merely  for  a  feafon,  but  for  ever-  It  is  /JvV, 
that  fills  death  with  all  irs  terrors*  and  like  the  fling  of 
a  ferpent,  makes  it  fo  fearfully  hurtful  as  it  is;  were  it 
not  for  thisy  barely  dying  would  be  of  little  confequence 
confidcring  what  a  poor,  empty,  vexatious  world  we 
live  in :  And  that  which  gives  fuch  a  formidable  power 
to  fin,  whereby  it  not  only  fubje£ls  us  to  the  death  of 
the  hotly,  but  tranfmits  us  to  a  future  judgment,  and 
to  all  the  mifcnes  ih<u  follow  after  it,  is  the  righteous 
and  holy  law  of  God,  armed  with  its  curfe  which  con¬ 
demns  to  endiefs  death  and  definition,  as  the  juft  wa¬ 
ges  of  fin.  [Rom*  vi*  23*} 

57  But  forever  blefted  be  the  name  of  our  gracious 
Goit,  who  has  freed  us  from,  and  given  us  a  complete 
vidtory  over  tin,  the  condemnation  of  the  law  and  eve¬ 
ry  thing  i;i  death,  through  the  merit  and  power  of  our 
Lord  Je:us  Chriit,  who  Iks  taken  away  fin  by  the  6- 
critlce  of  kimMf,  and  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  by  his  being  made  a  curfe  for  us,  (Gal.  iii. 
13,)  and  rofe  atiain  ior  our  jufliikariun  \  (Rom.  iv.  2^} 
and  iu  n;i 3  d; farmed  death  of  its  fling,  and  conquered 
it  both  tor  himfdf,  and  us  who  believe  in  him,  that  he 
might  raiie  our  bodies  from  the  grave  to  an  incorrupt¬ 
ible,  unfading  ami  de  at  bids  mb  nuance  of  all  glory  and 
bleffednefr,  after  his  example,  in  conformity  to  him, 
and  hy  virtue  derived  from  him* 

5S  In  icficsion  therefore  upon,  and  as  a  practical  im¬ 
provement  of  all  tins,  my  brethren,  who  are  thus  be¬ 
loved  of  God,  and  exceeding  dear  to  me,  be  ye  excit¬ 
ed,  animated  atul  encouraged  to  be  (*£,*«*  )  firm  ami 
lUble  in  the  fjith,  hope,  and  holy  prafeffion  ol  the  gnf- 

r-1 
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fift  immovable, 
aluavs  abod  nding 
tri  the  work  of 
the  I/>rd,  Ion  A 
midi  as  7 1  know 
thi»  your  kihoiir 
:«  ti-n  ii>  v.u*i  iii 
sin;  LunL 


pel*  and  particularly  with  rcfpc£t  ro  wbat  had  been 
preached  to  you*  and  ye  have  received*  about  the  aton¬ 
ing  death*  and  refurrettton  of  Chrift,  as  the  head  of 
the  church*  and  about  a  glorious  resurrection  of  tbe 
hints  to  eternal  life  through  him  :  (ver*  3.  Lee 
the  certain  evidence  ye  have  of  the  truth  of  all  this, 
and  of  its  vaft  importance*  determine  you*  by  divine 
grace*  to  continue  grounded  and  fettled  on  the  faith ,  tbat 
neither  the  artifices  of  cunning  men*  the  corruptions  of 
your  own  hearts*  the  Temptations  of  tiaraa,  nor  the  al¬ 
lurements  or  terrors  of  this  evil  world*  may  ever  move 
you  avidy  from  the  hope  of  the  gofel :  (CoL  u  53*)  And 
let  thefe  delightful  thoughts  engage  you  to  be  constant¬ 
ly*  perfeveringly*  and  invariably  entreating  and  aboun¬ 
ding,  yet  more  and  more*  in  every  good  work*  bothio 
a  way  of  fervice  and  differing*  which  the  Lord  Jefus 
may  call  you  to  undergo  for  his  fake*  to  his  glory*  and 
in  obedience  to  his  commands*  while  ye  dwell  in  mor¬ 
tal  flelh  ;  as  being  fully  fatisfied,  in  confederation  of 
the  power*  grace,  faithful nefc  and  promife  of  God  ;  of 
the  meritorious  death,  refurreflion  and  intercHQon  of 
Omit }  and  of  your  vita!  union,  and  covenant- relation 
to  him*  that  your  work  of  faith  and  labour  of  love  fliall 
not  be  loft,  or  forgotten  of  God  ;  [Heb.  vi,  io.)  but 
that*  as  he  will  be  with  you*  to  afiift  you  in  it,  living 
and  dying  here  ;  fu  lie  will  crown  it  all,  with  an  ample 
recom  pence,  in  the  realms  of  immortal  life  and  honour 
at  the  refmreitton  of  the  juft,  (Luke,  xiv.  14.)  through 
and  on  account  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord,  the 
Redeemer* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  confirmed,  important*  and  delightful,  are  the  doctrines  of  the  atoning 
death  of  Chrifl,  and  of  his  remrrtdtfon,  and  the  refarrettion  of  the  turns  to.  e- 
ternal  life  through  him  l  The  Scripiurcs  of  the  Old  Tc ft  ament,  and  tuany  faith* 
ful  witneflTcs  of  the  New*  m  ite  their  trilimony  to  the  refurreftion  of  our  Lord 
fiflm  the  dead ;  and  as  furtly  as  he  rote  to  a  glorious  life,  all,  that  are  his,  fliall 
rile  after  him  ;  in  their  proper  lime  and  order :  for  he  is  the  firfl-fruit  of  them 
that  lk-ep  in  him ;  and*  coufidering  him  as  th tjieond  Adam*  and  covenant- 
brad,  hec-tnuot  hilt  have  as  much  virtue  to  raife  them  to  cvtrhfting  life,  as  the 
frjl  and  covenant-head  had*  to  fiibjtdt  them  to  corporal  death*  and  all 

the  milcrk'S  thut  attend  it,  O  wonderful  contrivance  and  operation  of  divine 
wifdomand  grace*  that  as  by  man  came  death ;  fo  hy  man;  who  is  alfo  the  Lord 
from  heaven*  came  the  refumttnui  of  the  dead  1  How  Shocking  and  dangerous 
arc  the  abfurdhics  of  denyin;'  thete  fundamental  an  idee  of  Chriftianity  !  If 
there  be  no  truth  in  thefe,  the  apo'tk-s,  though  humble  and  holy  men*  who  own¬ 
ed  themfdves  in  be  what  tkry  were,  by  the  grace  of  Cod,  were  downright  de- 
figTtiug  and  wilful  liars;  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  all  our  faith  and  hope  in  him 
are  vain,  and  ite  are  ftilf  under  the  guilt  and  power  of  our  E113;  they  that  have 
d;ed  in  the  «f  Chrift*  and  fiiftbrcd  martyrdom  for  his  f*kes  arc  loft  for  ever ; 
au\  the?  that  hr.ve  hrtn  encouraged,  h>  ihcir  exam  pie*  to  make  a  folemw-pro- 
iuE'jS  of  i:s  luve  bi^;-  wretchedly  deluded  ;  and  Cliriftians*  cf  all  men 
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In  this  world,  are  the  moil  mifrrable,  and  ad  the  moft  foolEfli-  part  imaginable* 
In  exposing  themfcWrs  to  difgrace,  h^ydfliips,  and  danger*  on  his  account,  rather 
than  enjoying  the  cafe  and  honours,,  plenty  and  pleafurts  uf  this  life,  without 
fear  of  any  thing  after  death:  Karewel  then  all  morality  and  religion  at  once. 
But*  whatever  may  be  fuggefted  to  the  contrary,  by  men  of  corrupt  minds,  there 
is  a  future  Rate  of  glory,  and  the  bodies  of  believers  ihall  certainly  be  raffed  to 
immortatltfe,  when  ChtiR  fh,i11  have  fubdued  the  laft  enemy,  which  it  death, 
and  fhall  deliver  up  the  prefcnt  admmiitration  of  his  delegated  kingdom,  and  be 
bimfclf  fubjrft  as  Man  and  Mediator,  to  the  Father,  that  every  thing  may  re¬ 
vert  tn  irs  original  order,  atid  God,  inclnfive  of  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  may 
be  in  all  heavenly  bteflednefe.  And,  O  how  great  win  be  the  fplendor  and  ex¬ 
cellence  of  tbefe  rifm  bodies,  beyond  what  they  now  are  !  Behold  a  lively  cm* 
btem  of  it  in  the  corn,  that  is  Town,  dies,  and  revives  again  with  greater  gaiety 
and  verdure  1  Behold  the  different  bodies  of  various  kinds  of  flefh,  and  the 
different  glory  of  the  fun,  moon,  and  Ihtn  among  thetnfclves,  and  fipcrior  to 
that  of  all  earthly  bodies,  though  they  were  all  formed  by  the  power  of  God, 
out  of  the  fame  original  materials!  What  can  Dot  the  omnipotent  God,  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  all  this,  ralfe  the  bodies  of  the  feints  to  as  much  greater  glory  hereafter, 
than  they  appear  in  here,  nnd  when  they  arc  buried  in  the  grave,  as  the  brightril 
luminary  in  heaven  outlhines  a  very  clod  of  earth  ?  One  is  as  eafy  to  him  aa  the 
other.  They  are  now  corruptible,  mean,  weak,  flugpifh,  animal  and  mortal 
bodies,  bearing  the  defpicable  image  of  the  earthly  Adam  ;  but  they  (hall  then 
be  incorruptible,  glorious,  powerful,  afiive,  refined  and  immortal  bodies,  bear¬ 
ing  the  illuftrinus  image  of  Chrift’s  glorified  body.  This  furprixing  change  of 
their  preterit  qualities  is  abfolutety  neceflary  to  fit  them  for  the  heavenly  date; 
and  therefore  thofe  believers  tha*  ihall  be  alive  upon  earth,  as  well  as  thofe  that 
fhall  be  dead  and  rotten  in  the  grave,  at  the  fecond  coming  of  Chrifl,  fiiall  un¬ 
dergo  a  tike  immortalizing  and  inconceivable  change;  it  being  impoifibie  that 
fkfti  and  blood,  in  their  piefent  grofs,  corruptible,  weak,  and  mortal  condition, 
ihouid  inherit  the  kingdom  of  immortal  glory:  But  when  this  biefled  alteration 
GiaTl  be  made  upon  the  body,  death  will  be  throughly  vanquilhed,  and  abotilhed 
for  ever.  How  joyfully  then  may  believers,  iu  realizing  anticipations,  triumph 
iraer  death  and  the  grave,  as  conquered  enemies,  difermed  of  their  fting,  and  of 
all  their  power,  through  the  merit  and  victory  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  l  What 
thankful  acknowledgments,  With  their  whole  hearts,  (fiould  they  render  to  God 
on  this  account)  And  how  fhould  they,  in  allured  prnfpefts  of  all  this,  be  ani¬ 
mated  to  the  utmofl  ftedfaftnefs,  and  perfeveranee  in  Cbrift's  wavs ;  and  go  un 
with  holy  refoltitton  and  courage  in  his  ftrength,  and  abounding*  in  his  work; 
ax  knowing  that  their  labour  (ball  not  be  in  vain  io  the  Lord. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

The  apqftle  gives  orders  to  the  church  about  a  collection  for  the  poor 
faints  at  Jerufatem,  i, — 4.  Mentions  his  deftgn  of  making  them  a 
vifity  J| — 9*  Hscmmends  Timothy  to  them,  and  encourages  their 
hopes  of  feeing  Apollos  in  due  timef  16, —  ti.  Exfort?  them  U 
Watehfulnefs  and  fiedfajinefs  in  faith  and  love,  and  £0  jhew  a  become 
ing  refprft  to  Stephanas  and  his  famUy%  and  to  all  his  fellow^iafour* 
erSy  13,— Sends  Chrifiian  falu  tat  ions  from  himfiif  and  others  ; 
and  concludes  with  a  folemn  admonition,  benediction^  and  ajftirance  of 
kU  own  love  to  them ,  19, — 24. 

Xs  IX'  PlRAPHEASfi*  ■s 

N°TngX”T  ASt0  *^c  charitable  Colle£Hon,  that  has  been  defired 
WHon  far  the  of  you,  for  the  poor  Cbriftians,  who  through  pob» 
Aiuu,  u  I  hire  lie  calamities,  and  their  fufferincs  for  the  cofpel,  are 
*,7tn  reduced 


given  order  to 
the  ch  arches  of 
CaLuia,  erea  £o 
do  ye. 


%  Upon  if* 
firfl  doy  of  tHc 
'ttrtcJc,  let  every 
one  of  you  by  by 
him  in  ftore,  &« 
(/flj  hath  prof* 
pcTod  him,  that 
there  be  no  ga¬ 
thering*  when  I 
come* 
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reduced  to  extreme  neceffity  in  Judea  and  J<mfalem\ 
(ver.  3.}  I  would  give  the  fame  diteftion  to  you,  as  I 
have  to  the' churches  of  Chrift  in  the  province  of  Gala* 
tia,  who  readily  fell  in  with  it,  and  whufe  generous 
example  will,  1  trull,  ftir  up  a  noble  emulation  in  you  { 
fincc  ye  fo  far  exceed  them  in  temporal  riches,  as  well 
a$  in  fpiritual  gifts.  (See  the  notes  on  chap.  iv.  8.  and 
2  Cor.  viii.  2.) 

2  As  ye,  according  to  tfnivcrlal  cuftom  in  all  New 
Tc  (lament  churches,  conftantly  meet  together  for  re¬ 
ligious  worfhip,  in  commemoration  of  the  refurre&ioa 
of  Chrift,  every  firft  day  of  the  week,  which  is  by  way 
of  eminence  the  Lord's  day,  (fee  the  notes  on  John  xr. 
ad.  and  Jets  xx.  7.)  and  as  that  is  a  preper  time  for 
works  cf  charity,  my  advice  to  you  is,  that  every  one; 
who  is  in  any  capacity  for  it,  would  from  week  to  week 
freely  feparate,  and  lay  by  him,  certain  proportions  of 
his  worldly  fubftance  for  this  charitable  life,  and  (s»™*- 
K°»)  put  them  into  the  common  flock  on  that  day,  as  a 
treafure  for  the  poor,  and  a  treafure  that  will  turn  to 
his  own  beft  aecoum  j  and  let  this  be  done  according  to 
the  revenue  of  his  eftate,  or  according  to  the  gains  by 
bufinefs  and  labour,  which  God  has  given  him,  be  ic 
more  or  lefs,,the  week  before}  that  fo,  when  I  may 
have  opportunity  of  coming  to  you,  the  contributions 
may  be  ready  collected,  and  there  may. be  no  need  for 
me  to  excite  you  to  them  then,  or  to  wait  for  their  be¬ 
ing  brought  together. 

3  And  when,  by  the  will  of  God,  I  may  have  the 

pleafure,  as  1  hope,  of  feeing  you,  I  will  heartily  join 
with  you  iu  fending  fuch  brethren,  as  ya  may  tnink 
mod  proper,  and  fhall  recommend  by  your  letters  let 
timonhl  as  prudent,  compaflicnate  and  faithful  per- 
fous  *  ;  and  I  will  readily  concur  in  fuch  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  them*  as  worthy  to  be  intruded  with  your  be¬ 
nevolence,  and  to  carry  it  to  out  indigent  fellow  Chrif- 
tians  at  Jtrufaietv,  and  in  the  adjacent  country  of  Judea, 
as  the  free  gift*  which  God  has  inclined,  and 

enabled  you  to  bellow  upon  them,  and  which  ye  have 
cheerfully  done,  from  a  fenfe  of  his  rich  love  and  grace 
both  to  them  and  you. 

4  And  if  it  fhould  be  thought  needful,  convenient, 
or  fit,  («£»*)  and  might  be  of  any  advantage  to  the  pi¬ 
ous  arid  benevolent  delign,  for  me  alfo  to  accompany 
them  in  that  errand,  1  will  take  them  along  with  me, 

wheq 

T  F.. 

of  recommendation,  bnt  there  U  no  inc»n- 
JitteDccinfvppoftiettat  both  might  be  meiotp 
if  thon^t  needful! 


3  And,  whea 
I  oome,  wliomlt>i 
frtr  >ou  ftiall  ap¬ 
prove- by  yotfi-  Ict- 
tert,  them  uill  I 
lend  to  bring 
pur  Kberaticy 
unto  jerofalcjn* 


4  And  If  it  be 
ice;  (iut  l  go  al- 


O 

*  This  paflage,  as  pointed  «itb  a 
befcrc*  or  aftt  ,  iv  fclter,  niay  liquify  jfL- 
tiei  thf  apple's  zwn,  or  tbc  fbuic*i  $ 
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fb,  they  Ihall  go 
with  DIC* 


5  Hour  1  will 
cucnc  unto  yoo^ 
urben  f  ftkall  pvfs 
through  Macedo¬ 
nia  :  (for  I  do 
pift  through  Mm- 
tecknria :) 

6  And  ft  may 
be  chat  I  will  3 
bide,  y^a,  anj 
win rer  with  y.*u, 
that  y^;  may 
br«*g  me  on  my 
journey,  wluditr- 
(bcfcr  f  go* 


when  L  may  go  to  Jcntfalem^  and  give  them  all  the  af* 
fifUnce  awl  encouragement*  I  am  capable  of*  in  dif* 
charging  that  important  truft. 

j  In  the  mean  while,  ye  may  be  well  allured,  that* 
if  my  affairs  admit  of  it*  1  fully  intend  to  make  you  a 
vifit,  when  I  ihall  have  gone  through  Macedonia  *  ;  For 
it  is  my  prefent  purpofe  to  make  a  tour  through  that 
Grecian  province*  as  fexm  as  I  have  fuiifiied  the  work* 
to  which  I  am  called  at  Epbefus*  (ver*  8*) 

6  And  in  cafe  providence  ihall  dire£t  my  courfc,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  prefent  views*  1  may  probably  flay  a 
coniidenblc  time*  and  even  fpend  all  the  winter  feafon 
with  you  in  hopes  of  finding  fuch  an  interest  in  your 
friendship,  no:wirhftandingthe  parties  which  have  been 
made  againft  me,  that,  when  1  take  my  leave  of  you  in 
the  fpring*  ye  will  fend  feme  of  your  brethren*  as  is 
ctiftomary  with  the  churches,  in  token  of  refpect  and 
kindneik*  to  accompany*  conduct  and  fupply  me  in  my 
journey*  (Tit.  Hi-  1 3,)  to  wbat  place  foever  I  may  then 
be  bound. 


t  For  1  will  7  For  fuch  is  my  affection  toward  you*  and  concern 
Ice  yon  now  for  you,  aud  j  pr0mife  myfdf  fo  much  plcafure  in  fee- 
and  converting  with  you,  that  it  would  hoc  fatisfy 
while  with  you,  if  me  to  make  you  only  a  ihort  tranCent  vifit  now,  as  it 
the  Lord  permit/  wereru/tf ffaniy  hut  1  hope  to  cominue  fomc 

length  of  time  with  you,  to  affiff  you  in  your  fpiiitual 
affairs*  Dnd  fet  thofe  things  ro  rights,  that  are  am  ilk  a- 
mcmg  you*  (chap,  xu  34*)  if  it  (hall  pleafo  rhe  Lord* 
whole  kingdom  rules  over  all,  to  difpofe  of  me  and  my 
fcrvices  fo,  as  to  admit  of  it.  (Jam*  iv.  1  j.) 
s  Tint  1  will  8  Uut  feems  neceflary  for  me  to  (lay  yet  a  while  at 
tarry  ar  Ephdju  E  * tfus  f  j  till  it  may  be  full  time  tofet  out  for  Jcru* 
wil  Fcntccoih  Jairm^  to  be  there  at  pentecoff,  not  to  celebrate  that 
feaft,  which  Is  now  no  longer  obligatory  to  be  kept  as 
a  religious  fofliva! ;  but  to  take  an  opportunity  ofniiik- 
iog  known  what  the  Lord  has  done  by  me  in*  my  tra¬ 
vels 


HOT 

*  In  thit  and  the  three  following  verfoi^ 
the  apofilc  fpeaks  of  the  firhemc  he  hod  blrl 
in  his  own  mindf  not  under  any  immediate 
mfpiration  or  fujigeftion  of  the  Spirit  ;  but 
in  the  or  dir  ary  wav  of  DiCr/s  forming  iheir 
purpofo,  according  io  the  prefrfit  appcir- 
iitiees  of  things  :  and  therefore  be 
this  ddign  with  a  reierve,  if  ibe  L'.rJ  fr-rimJ, 
(ver  7*)  and,  in  the  evened  rt  Appears  from 
*■  Corm\.  1 6,  that  he  wm  prevailed 
routing  this  fenemts;  and  h  Jhr.is  from 
jlfff  ex.  r.  ihat  by  mean*  ut  the  uproar  at 
ErpkfJuSt  he  was  Voiced  away  from  thence, 
fonner  than  he  had  intended, 
t  it  appear*  highly  from 


E  S. 

verfe,  and  from  the  CJuMLfon*,  font  fra-n 
the  rhitrrim  in  Afi&7  {v * sr.  10*)  that  the 
apolUe  airmc  this  eptfoc  from  rlpw/m*  and 
not,  as  the  put  Script  lays,  from  : 

For  Pk.ftppi  was  a  city  of  AJrtif.-fcwitf  in  K  '- 
rtf-c,  Aft*  \vL  n,  and  the  up-djlc  teas  in  t 
yet  eomtj  to  as  dp->e^r« 

this  ch^pitr  ;  Hut  K**rffxs  ^vas 
I^IerropnUs  of  tlie  Proconfular 
And  there  letm*  tf>  be  aiiwthvr  u^iriake  in 
the  pofucript,  whicj'  fptahs  #*i'  ihi^ 
being  itnt  by  «hcrcis  the  apoflle 

fpesks  doubTfuhy,  vcr.  jo,  of  Tjw 
rtiehtng  C«nr<:«i^\'d:oti^!i  he  lud  ient  b:4t 
thiflicr.  chap,  iv.  17. 


9  For  a  freat 
er<H#r  miH  ctWtual 
ij»  UJV  Cll  unto 
n*eT  .  ;i(1  ^vj\-  .^n* 
B'u'iv  «dt  ctiarscs. 
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Yds,  and  of  ferving  his  caufe  among  the  vaft  multitudes 
of  Jew  and  profdytes,  which  will  be  there  on  that  cx> 
cafion  :  Till  that  time  I  think  of  abiding  here. 

9  For  God  has  opened  a  large  field  of  fervice  for  me 
at  this  place;  the  word  of  the  Lore!  runs  and  h  glori¬ 
fied,  is  freely  preached  and  made  effectual  to  the  cod- 
verfion  of  many  foub,  as  I  alfo  hope,  through  grace*  it 
will  he  to  (till  many  more:  And  1  am  the  rather  in¬ 
duced  to  continue  here,  as  iongasl  wellcan  ;  btreaufe, 
though  I  have  hot  work  of  it,  ’tis  of  importance  for  me 
to  make  a  (land  again  ft,  and  confute  the  great  num¬ 
bers  of  fubcil  and  furious  antagonifU  *,  who  are  pre¬ 
judiced  againft  Chrift  and  his  ways  a&d  who,  envying 
my  fuccefs  fee  themfelves  to  oppefe  me  and  my  mi- 
niftrarions,  and  to  ohltruck  the  progreis  of  the  gofpely 
and  pervert  thofe  that  have  received  it. 

10  Now  if  the  beloved  and  faithful  Timothy^  whom 
I  have  fent,  {chap,  iv.  17*)  fhould  arrive  fafe,  as  I  hope 
he  will,  among'  you  ;  fee  that  ye  treat  him  in  fuch  a 
friendly,  peaceable,  and  orderly  manner,  as  (ball  be 
a  comfort,  and  not  a  trouble  to  him ;  and  do  all  that  in 
you  lies  to  prevent  bis  being  difeouraged,  and  to  fecure 
him  from  the  danger  of  infiilts  by  the  fa&ious  parties  a- 
mong  you,  on  account  of  thejult  reproofs,  which  he 
may  be  obliged  to  give  to  fuch  of  you,  as  walk  diforder- 
ly :  Forheismy  dear  fdtow~labourer  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  comes  to  you  upon  the  very  fame 
buftnris,  with  the  fame  fpirit,  and  the  fame  fincere  af¬ 
fection  to  you,  as  I  myfclf  (hould,  were  I  to  be  prefent 
with  you. 

1 1  Let  none  of  you  therefore  think  meanly  of  him, 
or  behave  difrefpettfully  towards  him,  or  flight  what 
he  may  fay  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  Chrift, 
bccaufe  of  his  youth  (1  Tim .  jv.  1.)  but  ufe  him  well, 
while  he  is  with  you,  and  rreat  him  kindly  at  his  leaving 
you  ;  let  fame  of  you  attend  him  in  his  way,  to  ihew  him 
due  refpedl;  to  guard  him  againft  mifehiefs  from  wick¬ 
ed  and  unreafonable  men;  and  to  fupply  him  with  ne- 
criTaries  in  his  journey,  that  he  may  return  back  to  me 
and  other  friends,  with  comfort,  before  I  leave  Ephc- 
ft is:  Fori*  and  feverai  brethren  with  me  here  live 

in 


10  NowifTi- 
r:orhcu5^mc,t"« 
tlia t  he  may  be 
u>th  you  wit  Wilt 
fear:  t'ofhcwOfk- 
tLe  «'ork  of 
rhe  Lord,  as  1  al¬ 
ii  1  d&. 


11  \m  therc- 
fne  no  man  dt> 
iViit'  him ;  hut 
ci'vduOhim  forth 

:u  peace*  that  he 

come  unfo 
£iv-;  for  1  look 
■  for 


N  O 

*  Mr  PfU%  on  ibis  pafegc  ohfcrves*  that 
apoftJe  feetns  plainly  to  allude  to  the 
V;w(Srait  from  whenct  the  rate- 

horfes  and  chariots  were  Wunt  to  be  ihuicfL 
Ard  lids  U  very  much  countenanced  by  the 
phtafe  srlixnjiiwt.  thofc  odvcrfarUt  ahfiver- 
to  the  ogsixjU  in  the  ractft  a^aipA 


T  B. 

whom  die  apoftle  unt  to  as  it 
and  ftrivi  io  out  do-  -  And  he  refers  for 
fur* her  explication  of  thii  thuuglitlo  Jo&but 
in  his  Agwifiha  Sacra,  diap.  30. 
f  With  the  brethren ,  may  rehie  either  to 
iliofc  that  were  with  the  apoftlc,  or  to  those 
that  might  comtf  with  TimwBj. 


tfnto  yon 
with  the  bre¬ 
thren;  bat  his 
*rilt  wu  Dot  it  alt 
to  come  at  this 
time;  bnthtwLli 

come  when  he 
fhall  bavt  coove- 
iknt  time* 


13  Watch  ye, 


190  72*  firy?  £^£f  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrafed*  CL  xvu 

for  him  with  the  in  expeflation  and  defire  of  feeing  him  again*  together 
breihreo*  with  fuch  brethren*  as  may  accompany  him* 

ir  At  touch*  ia  As  to  our  *^ar  brother*  the  eloquent  Afdhi  rho* 
ioK  oLr  brother  fomeof  you  have  ranked  yourfelves  under  him*  as  the 
head  of  a  parry,  in  oppofirionto  me*  (chap,  Hi.  4,)  I 
^  wae  rmceMy  ar,d  verT  earneftly  defirous  and  importun¬ 

ate  with  him*  that  he  would  go  along  with  the  breth¬ 
ren*  who  bring  this  letter  to  you  3  as  being  well  fans* 
fied  that  he  would  by  no  means  encourage*  but  do  ail 
that  in  him  lies*  to  difcountenance  party  dmfions  a* 
mong  you}  and  as  having  hope  that  his  imereft  with 
fuch*  as  have  fheltered  themfelves  under  his  name* 
might  put  an  end  to  their  fafittous  temper  and  views  : 
But  he,  bearing  the  like  tender  and  refpeflful  regard  to 
me,  as  I  do  to  him*  was  not  willing  to  come  juft  now  ; 
left  it  (bould  have  a  contrary  efleG*  or  be  interpreted 
by  fornc*  as  though  he  would  ingratiate  Mmfrlf  with 
you*  at  the  expcnce  of  my  character ;  Neverthrlefs  fuch 
is  his  afieftion  to  you,  and  concern  for  you,  that  he  in¬ 
tends*  God  willing,  to  pay  you  a  vifit*  when  it  maybe 
more  feafonable  for  him  and  you  ** 

13  To  conclude  my  admonitions  and  advices,  Let 
f^nd  raft  ia  ihe  me  inrreat  you  to  keep  a  wakeful  and  ftrict  guard  upon 
£kch’  raerilt  y°ur^vcsi  againft  all  the  defigns  of  thofe*  that  would 

Qmog.  9  impofe  upon  you,  and  either  by  terrors  or  allurements 

or  fubtile  artifices,  would  carry  you  off  from  the  truth 
and  holinefs  of  the  gofpet  ;  watch  a  gain  ft  all  tempta¬ 
tions*  watch  over  your  own  fpirits  ;  watch  unto  pray¬ 
er*  and  for  divine  aibftaxices  in  it*  as  alfo  for  returns 
of  mercy  in  anfwer  to  it  r  See  that  ye  continue  ftead- 
faft  in  the  belief  of  thofe  important  doctrines;  which 
ye  have  received  from  the  apoflles  of  Chrift  ;  adhere 
firmly  to  them ;  live  by  faith  upon  them ;  Hand  up  for 
them;  and  abide  unfhaken,  and  with  perfeverance*  in 
your  profeOion  of  them  ;  Behave  yourfelves  with  wif- 
dom*  courage*  and  holy  refolution  in  your  attachment 
to  rbc  truths  and  ways  of  our  Lord*  in  the  face  of  all 
op  petition  and  danger;  acquit  yourfelves  in  theexercifc 
of  every  duty*  and  in  refitting  every  fin  and  temptation 
like  men  grown  up  to  maturity  of  judgment  and  un- 
derftandingi  and  to  full  ftrength  and  eftablifhment  in 

Chrift. 

14  And 

NOTE. 

JThe  Mfbns  cf  raur$  ddlring  vfpa/fcr,  of,  or  iMiu)d  dctnft  from  the  other  :  bow 
of  Dot  choofuie,  toj»oatthat  much  forrer  diVcrcnt  panto  at  Cwntb 

time,  were  very  probably  trade  hinted  m  might  rue  down  one  and  cry  up  the  other : 
the  puiphraie  ;  and  tb  ddfoOTcr  a.  moft  ck-  Or,  perhaps,  Apoiki  mignt  have  fun* 
Ctllcnt  aoi  exemplary  (pint  in  them  both,  uork  st  Kpjxfos,  or  elfewhent,  of  too  grui 
ti  imiituaUflctfjdn  fubJiftcd  between  them,  ipuziws  for  him  to  neglect  juft  ibex. 

%nd  neither  of  thttn  cmyed,  was  jealous 
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Let  all  your 
(liings  be  done 
with  chirk;. 


1  $  I  btfctch 
)  wiit  brethren  * 
(ve  'in-iw  the 
kiift  of  Stepha¬ 
nas,  ihit  it  i&  the 
firrt  -  fruits  of 
Achafo,  and  that 
thev  hav;  iddic- 
ted  them  ft  Ives  to 
the  minidry  of 
the  feirtHj) 


1 G  That  ye 
fuSunif  Tourichct 
onto  meh*  and 

tQ  every  One  that 
beipeth  with  nr, 
ral  laboured]. 


14  And  fee  to  it,  that  whatloevrr  ye  do,  in  defencej 
of  the  faith,  in  worlhip  and  difeipline,  and  in  common 
convocation,  it  be  with  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  love, 
for  promoting  peace  and  purity  and  do&rine  and  man¬ 
ners,  together  with  the  good  and  education  of  each  o- 
ther,  and  of  the  whole  church. 

15  I  eaineftly  intreat  you,  my  dear  brethren  in  the 
Lord,'  to  (hew  a  particular  refped  to  the  family  of  Ste¬ 
phanas,  which  1  myfdf  baptized,  (See  the  note  on 
chap-,  i.  16.)  and  which  *,  as  ye  well  know,  (fee  the 
fecond  note  on  Rom.  xvi.  5.)  were  the  firft  family  of 
converts  in  all  Achaia,  the  province  in  which  your  city 
(lands  ;  and  fo,  like  the  firft  fruits  that  were  offered  to 
God  under  the  law,  they  had  the  honour  of  being  the 
pledge  and  earned  of  the  great  harveft  of  fouls,  that 
have  been  fmee  gathered  to  Chrift  there  ;  ye  alfo  know 
that  they  have  remarkahly  approved  themfelves  fmcere 
difcipSes,  and  faithful  fervants  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  as 
having  devoted  tbemfelres,  in  an  orderly  manner, 

i«vr*r)  unto,  and  laid  themfelves  out  in,  fuccour- 
ing  and  fupporting  his  poor  members  f  *,  in  affifting, 
cherifhing,  and  fupplying  the  wants  of  his  holy  minify 
ters)  and  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  church,  and 
doing  every  thing  that  they  have  been  capable  of,  and 
called  to,  for  promoting  its  interefts  on  all  occasions. 

t6  1  befeech  you,  that,  inftead  of  being  carried  a- 
way  hy  your  new  upftart  teachers,  ye  would  reverence, 
honour  and  efteem,  be  directed  by,  and  copy  after  the 
laudable  example  of  thefe,  and  fnch  as  thefe  who  have 
(ignaliz'd  themfelves  as  faithful  to  Chrift  and  his  cbutch 
and  that  ye  would  fhew  the  like  acknowledgment  and 
regard  to  every  one,  that  joins  with  us,  the  apofties  of 
Chrift  the  fame  fpirit,  for  fupporting  and  promoting 
the  gofpel,  and  that  labours  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ; 
whether  it  be  hy  preaching,  or  in  any  other  way,  as 
being  embarked  in  the  fame  glorious  caufe  with  us. 

17  I  greatly  rejoice  that  fo  worthy  and  prudent  bre¬ 
thren,  as  Stephanas  and  Fortunatus  and  Achaicut ,  came 
from  you  with  your  Letter  to  me  J  $  For  they  have  let 

me 

T  E. 

draco  ns,  as  wdlas,  nrrathcr  than,in  preach¬ 
ing  the  jofpd ;  but  the  paraphraft  is  form¬ 
ed  here  ami  in  the  next  verfe,  U\  fuel*  a  man¬ 
ner,  3*  may  be  slfo  sppiird  to  tht  laft, 
t  We  know  nothing  of  theft  ibrw  per- 
funs*  more  than  what  it  here  ikid  of  tlion, 
and  is  obfcrvctl  of  StrpbaEei,  ver*  15, 
They  it  teems,  were  the  roeffcngers  that  at* 
tc rifled  the  later  from  the  church  Ut  the  a- 
pofUe*  (See  the  note  au  ebap*  Til)  and 

tMt 


it  I  am  glad 

of  the  coming  of 
SirijhaftfT ,  and 

and 

Actukas  :  for 
tlttE 

N  O 

*  rrifltf-n1  (fl^Ti)  may  be  rendnnd  im¬ 
peratively,  irfsiiF  in  which  fenfe  it  if 
ranfrfcrti)  in  the  former  pan  of  the  para¬ 
ph  me  on  this  rerfe. 

f  Tht  Jmntc  or  holy  ones  may  relate  to 
mmpitty  as  wtlt  as  people;  and  tbt  mnif* 
p-j  cf,  or  r/tthfr  tht  faints^  {$****«*  r wf 
mywf)  ferns  to  be  meant  of  mini  ft  ring  to 
the  faint*  in  a  way  of  pioos  and  charitable 
adtiancc,  wch  as  belong*  to  the  office  of 


I9» 

that  which  wu 
lacking  on  your 
pan  they  bare 
fnpplkd. 


it  For  they 
hare  refreshed 
my  fpirit  and 
yoors:  therefore 
acknowledge  ye 
them  that  arc 
fiich. 


The  Ftrjt  SpifiU  to  the  CoaiKTHJiNs  p&raphtafed,  Oi.  xvL 

me  into  a  better  and  more  thorough  view  cf  the  prefent 
affairs  of  your  church,  than  1  ever  had  before ;  and 
have  been  made  up  whar  was  wanting  in  your  letter  to 
fet  your  cafe  in  the  more  favourable  light  in  which  I 
now  fee  it,  and  by  which  I  perceive  that,  bad  as  things 
are,  they  are  better  with  many  of  you  than  I  feared, 

18  For  their  prefence  and  converfation  is  extremely 
agreeable  to  me  j  and  they  have  a  tied  fo  fair  and  can¬ 
did  a  part  in  reprsfenting  your. temper  and  conduft  as 
has  been  very  pleafmg  to  my  own  mind,  and  cannot  but 
be  fo  to  yours  >  and  ye  will  doubtlefs  fhare  with  me  in 
the  joy  I  have,  by  means  of  what  they  have  faid  to  re* 
move  fome  mifunderftandings  and  jealoufics  that  might 
other  wife  have  arofc  between  you  and  me;  Ye  there¬ 
fore  ought  to  have  the  greatelt  veneration  and  refpect 
for  fuch  excellently  fpirited  men,  as  put  the  moll  cha¬ 
ritable  conftrutlion  upon  your  behaviour,  and  are  wil¬ 
ling  .to  make  the  bell  of  you. 

19  The  churches  of  Chrifl  here,  in  the  leffer  Aftt, 
(fee  tbe  note  on  ver,  8  )  cordially  wifh  you  the  bell  of 
blcffings  from  tbe  Lord  Jefua.  The  noted  Aquila  and 
Prifci!lat  that  exemplary  and  eminently  religious  pair, 
who  refid e  at  Epbe/us^  {Ads.  xviii.  24,  26,  compared 
with  xix.  1.)  fpeak  abundantly  of  their  ardent  defires, 
tbat  ye  may  be  bluffed  with  all  fpiritua!  bluffing*  in 
heavenly  things  in  Chrilt  Jtfus:  and  fo  do  their  amiable 
family,  which,  like  the  heads  of  it,  are  an  ornament 
to  their  holy  profdfiou.  See  tbe  notes  on  Rem.  xvi, 

3>  5->  „  . 

zo  All  the  Chriftian  brethren,  that  are  with  me  fend 

their  religious  anti  affection  jte  rcfped3  to  you :  {See 
that  ye  with  liks  fpmtiul  affeftion,  ami  fincere  good 
wilt  falutc  each  other  in  the  Lord,  with  all  the  ufual 
forms  of  exprefiing  it*  in  fuch  a  holy  manner  as  be¬ 
comes  faints*  See  the  note  on  Rom,  xvi*  16. 

21  As  co  myfelf,  none  can  he  more  fulicicous  for* 
and  heartily  defirous  of,  your  fouITs  profperity  in  all 
things  ;  in  testimony  of  which,  I  Paul^  give  it  under 
my  ovjn  hand-w riting  %  though  in  the  reft  of  the  epiftle 
I  have  employed  an  Am&nmnfti  totraufmitany  thoughts 
to  you*  (fee  the  note  on  Rm*  xvi,  22*) 

22  0:dy 

NOT  F.. 

their  T^hai  tv u  Airi/ae  fch'=v-n  tb  ir  in  which,  (as  pernn* 

church's  pri T3t  is  niUMH  of  any  {ftnfwrvi  tinder  a  humblhg  icnfe  of  Gfl  ire  apt  10  fl,*) 
fupply;  for  the  apo^Ee  ab'uhucly  refuftd  tinrv  Eu>i  ter  forth  the  b^ut  thing- 
everything  of  that  kind  from  t'vcm,  as  ap-  them,  in  fueh  a  tlnm«  Ugh*,  a*  mighi  ka-e 
pear®  from  ix,  ii — 1%  ;  but  it  rclares  iouti  l:>  ibink  tbat  there  vas  little  good  h-t 
U>  (he  fuller  and  more  advartt  ancons  repne*  or  that  the  aninibcr  of  thofct  that  walked 
ftniation,  tbefe  good  men  bad  made  of  the  diibiJuly,  w^syrca^cr*  clun  it  rcaU J  Wi*, 
CvrixmatU)  chan  Uvy  Lutd  given  of  lleiii* 


19  The  church¬ 
es  of  Afra  faJutc 
you*  Ajquil&md 
PrUcilh  fahite 
you  much  in  the 
I/ffd,  with  the 
church  that  is  in 
their  houfe* 


&•  MI  the  bre¬ 
thren  greet  you* 
Greet  jtonciDiH 

thcr  with  an  holy 
kit* 


ir  The  fthita- 
tion  of  me  Paul 
with  mine  own 
hand. 
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it  If  any  man 
love  pot  the  I»rd 

Jdiii  Chrift*  let 
im  be  Attache* 
nu$  Miruath»t 


13  The  grace 
of  oor  Lori  Jefus 
Chrift  be  with 
you. 


14  My  love  be 
with  you  at!  in 
Chrift 


22  Only  permit  me,  at  the  fame  time,  to  leave  with 
you  this  folemn  warning  again  ft  the  faUe  teachers,  that 
trouble  and  would  pervert  you  ;  If  any  of  them,  or  in¬ 
deed  any  one  whatsoever,  be  his  character  and  preten¬ 
ces  what  they  will,  prove  an  enemy  to  the  perfon,  of¬ 
fices  and  grace,  doftrines  and  commands  of  our  dear 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift ;  if  he  be  difaffetted  to 
himj  if  he  obftinatcly  reject  and  oppofc  him  ;  or  if  he 
apoftatize  from  him,  and,  through  the  temptations  of 
this  world,  call  off  his  love  to  him  and  profeflion  of  his 
name,  let  fucb  an  one  be  looked  upon  as  execrable  and 
ahominable  j  and  let  him  be  call  out  of  the  church  and 
fo  delivered  up,  in  calc  of  final  obitinacy,  to  the  moft 
terrible  judgment,  and  heavieft  curfc,  that  the  righte¬ 
ous  God  Ihall  fee  fit  to  in[U£t  upon  him  * ;  and,  unlcfs 
he  be  brought  to  repentance,  let  him  be  left  to  be  pun¬ 
ched  with  everlafting  deftiudion  from  the  prefence  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  power,  when  he  Ihall 
come  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day, 

24  The  falutation,  which  I  now  add  with  much 
greater  pleafure,  than  I  find  in  anathematizing  any  one 
whatfoever,  and  which  fums  up  all  my  de fires  for  you 
in  a  few  comprehenGve  words,  is  this,  May  the  free  fa¬ 
vour  of  Jefus  Chrift,  your  Lord  and  mine,  be  extend¬ 
ed  to,  and  continually  abide  with  all,  and  every  one 
of  you  in  the  utmoft  fulnefs  of  its  ample  and  diftin- 
guifhing  fruits  and  eife£ts,  to  your  prefen t  eftablifti- 
ment  and  edification 'in  faith,  comfort  and  holinefs,  and 
to  your  eternal  falvation. 

24  To  conclude,  Though  I  have  been  obliged  in 
faithfulnefs  to  reprove  you,  with  juft  feverity,  for  many 
things  that  have  been  amifs  among  you  ;  yet  it  has  been 
merely  in  love  for  your  own  good;  and  my  heart  is  fb 
far  from  being  cool  toward  you,  or  alienated  from  you, 
and  prejudiced  againft  you,  that  my  moft  Gncere  affec¬ 
tion  and  beft  willies,  together  with  the  utmoft  that  I 
am,  or  ever  may  be,  capable  of  doing  for  your  fpiritu- 
al  benefit  t,  attend  you  all  for  Chrift’s  fake,  on  account 
of  your  relation  to  him,  and  in  refle&ion  upon  the  pri¬ 
vileges  and  blcflings,  that  ye  are  favoured  with  in,  and 

through 


NOTES. 

*  A&athmat  liquifies  a  thing  derated  to  proved  for  rhdr  faults 

de(trudioQt  and  Af &nuui£btt*  1$  a  Syriac  with  fuch  an  adiirdnct  of  lover  a*  H  not 
word,  which  fjgmfws  tbt  Lord  wmet  ;  and  to  be  found  vl  ilic  erd  of  any  other  of  his 
lb  denotei  the  fevertft  vengeance,  ifkat  is  Co  cpiftks,  that  he  might  convince  them  of 
he  executed  at  hU  coming  to  judgment.  hU  good  will  in  alt  that  he  had  laid;  bq4 
t  Tt  it  with  incomparable  tweetnefs  and  might  take  oft'  their  prejudices  aatiinft  it* 
prudent  m finuaUon,  that  the  apuftle  clof«  anil  give  it  the  moie  caiy  setefs  to  thsic 
an  epiftlt,  in  which  he  had  fo  fharpiy  re.  minds. 

Yvj»  iY,  y  N 


194  Tb*  Firjl  Epijlk  to  the  Corin  thi  AM  parapbrafid.  Ch*  xru 

chriti  Jcfus.  A-  through  him.  To  affure  you  of  which,  and  of  my  car- 
ractl'  neft  defire  and  hope,  that  ye  may  be  abundantly  and  e- 

tenially  bJeffcd,  1  fay,  Jmtrt* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  incumbent  Is  the  duty  of  giving  charitable  relief  to  our  fellow  Chrifttans! 
Good  miniflers  are  willing  to  do  ail  they  can  to  encourage  and  promote  it,  and 
to  fee  that  the  libtrraliiy  of  churches*  under  their  care*  be  duly  applied;  every 
believer  fltouhl  he  ready  to  join  in  it,  and  be  continually  laying  by  ibmethmg  for 
it,  in  proportion  to  the  prosperity,  which  God,  whofe  bleffing  makes  rich,  is 
plcafed  to  give  him  in  his  temporal  affairs:  the  generofity  of  Tome  jliould  excite 
others  to  n  noble  emulation,  according  to  their  refpeiiive  abilities  ;  and  collections 
for  Inch  ull6,  are  very  proper  to  attend  our  works  of  piety  on  the  Lord’s  dr.ys. 
How  defimua  are  the  fervaats  of  Chrift  to  go,  urftay,  where -ever  he  calls  them, 
with  an  intire  fubrniflimi  the  will  of  God  !  And  what  a  pleafure  is  it  for  them 
to  abide,  where  an  effectual  door  is  opened  for  them  to  preach  the  gofpel  with 
fuccef3,  though  they  meet  with  ever  fo  much  oppotition  from  their  adverfaries ! 
With  what  brotherly  lcve  fhonld  fellow  labourers  honour  one  another,  free  from 
all  jcaSoufy  or  envy  !  And  with  what  chcerfulncfej  efteem,  and  refpect  fhonld 
churches  receive  all  thofe  that  are  well  recommended  to  them,  as  engaged  in  the 
fame  work  of  the  Lord  with  the  apoftlcs,  and  as  faithful  in  devoting  themfelves 
to  the  fcrvicc  of  the  faints!  What  need  have  real  Chriftians  to  be  excited  to 
waichfutnefs*  and  ftcdfiiftndsi«  faith  and  love !  And  while  they  reject  thofe  with 
deteftation  that  difcover  an  enmity  or  difaffettion  toChrift,  and  leave  them,  tho' 
with  tender  reluctance  to  his  righteous  judgment,  at  his  fecond  coming;  how 
affectionately  Jhould  his  difdplcs  reft Efy  their  love  one  to  another,  in  courteous 
and  religious  (Mutations*  as  well  ns  in  all  other  ways!  And  how  heartily  fhculd 
they  fay.  Amen,  to  the  folentn  benedictions  of  thofe  that  minifterin  facred  things, 
as  joining,  their  own  delires  and  prayers,  that  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  ChriS 
way  be  with  all  thofe  that  love  him  in  fmeerity  and  truth  ! 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Second  Epiftle  of  the  ApofUc  Paul 

t  o  T  ii  a 

CORINTH  IANS, 


In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  to  the  Second  Epiftle  to  die  COR  IN- 

THIANS. 


THIS  fccond  ^plfUc  of  the  apofllc  Paul  to  the  Corlnthhnu  was 
very  probably  wrote  from  Philippi,  a  city  of  Macedonia,  about  a 
year  after  the  former :  For  it  was  after  he  had  been  at  Trcaj, 
and  returned  to  Macedonia ,  and  while  Timothy  was  with  him  in  his  fo 
corn!  journey  thither,  as  appears  by  comparing  chap ,  j.  i.  and  ii*  12 
n,  with  jf£ls  xix*  aa,  and  xx*  1 — 4  :  And  as,  at  the  clofe  of  his  firft, 
epiftle,  he  gave  orders  concerning  a  collection  for  the  poor  faints  at  7^- 
rzifatcm  ;  Co  in  this,  chap *  ix.  2-  he  fays  that  Achaia,  of  which  Corinth 
was  a  principal  city,  was  ready  a  year  ago. 

Between  that  time  and  this,  he,  to  his  great  fatisfadlion,  as  appears 
from  the  fecoad  and  feventh  chapters,  received  an  account,  by  Titus*, 
oi  the  good  efleft  of  his  lint  letter  upon  the  generality  of  the  church, 
in  their  repentance,  and  ftibrnilfion  to  his  apoftolic  authority  ;  and  in 
their  regularly  proceeding,  as  he  had  directed  them,  agutnifc  the  in- 
ccftuous  perfofi,  who  was  thereby  brought  to  an  humble  and  contrite 
ft  life  of  his  fin. 

Hereupon  he  wrote  this  fccond  letter,  in  which,  after  the  preface, 
he  begins  with  apologizing  for  his  not  coming  to  them,  fo  foon  as  he 
had  given  them  reafon  to  expect;  (1  Epijl.  xvi.  5.)  and  with  recom¬ 
mending  the  forrowful  penitent  to  their  Chriftian  companion,  and  to  a 
rcftoiation  of  him  to  his  place  in  the  church.  Chap,  i,  ii.  H*  then 
enters  upon  his  main  point  of  confuting  his  adverfaries,  in  which  he 
aliens,  and  enlarges  upon,  his  own  apoftolic  character,  labours,  fuf- 
feringe,  encourage  men  is,  preaching,  and  fuccefs,  with  greater  free¬ 
dom  and  biddnefs,  than  in  the  former  epiftle,  chap -  iii* — vi,  In  the 
three  fcllGwing  chapters,  {vii*  viii,  ix,)  a$  aifo  here  and  there  in  fevo 
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ral  other  places,  he  urges  various  duties  upon  the  Grrinthians ,  futt- 
able  to  the  ftate  of  things  among  them  ;  bur  particularly,  and  moft  at 
large,  exhorts  them  to  finifh  their  charitable  colleAions  in  a  generous 
manner,  and  get  them  ready  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Jerufalem,  according 
to  their  promifes  the  laft  year;  and  according  to  his  own  good  opinion 
of  them,  which,  he  tells  them,  he  had  mentioned  with  pleafure  to  o- 
ther  churches,  for  exciting  the  like  liberality  among  thorn*  In  the 
Tenth  chapter,  and  fo  on  to  the  end  ofjie  epiftle,  he  re -a ffilmes  the 
fubjeil  relating  to  hitnfdf,  and  to  the  falfe  apoftlcs,  that  fttll  audaci- 
fiuflv  vied  with  him  ;  and,  with  a  peculiar  fmartnefs  of  ftile,  fets  him- 
fdf  againft  them,  and  their  adherents,  thatinvidioufly  reproached  him, 
and  even  forced  him  to  fpeak  of  himfelf  in  terms,  which  canied  the 
face  of  folly  and  vanity  in  fell  applaufe.  And  he  concludes, the  whole 
with  an  affectionate  fahnation  and  bencdi&ion* 

Perhaps,  becaufe  a  great  part  of  this,  and  the  former  epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians ,  refers  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  that  church,  fome 
private  Chrirtians  may  be  apt  to  think  thefe  to  be  le£s  ufeful,  than  ma~ 
ny  others  of  the  facred  writings,  efpecially  of  the  New  Teftamerit* 
But  even  the  things  that  moft  immediately  and  Gnguiarly  related  to 
them,  are  of  great  fecvicc  in  all  fimilar  cafes,  that  might  fall  out  in 
after-ages ;  and  there  are  fo  many  important  doGrines  of  common 
concernment  interwoven  with  them,  as  muft  render  the  whole  exceed¬ 
ing  valuable  and  edifying  to  Chriftians,  through  all  generations*  Thefe 
epiftles  have  alfo  fome  advantages,  that  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other  part  of  the  word  of  God,  as  they  may  he  deemed  the  feat  of  di¬ 
vine  directions,  relating  to  the  fpi ritual  privileges,  rights,  and  powers, 
worlhip,  and  difeipline  of  the  churches  of  Ch  rift;  to  the  purity  of  doc¬ 
trines,  manners,  and  celebrations  of  gofpel  ordinances ;  and  to  the 
unity,  peace,  and  order,  mutual  watch  and  care,  and  religious  refped 
to  faithful  pattens,  that  ought  to  be  preferred  among  them*  And  there¬ 
fore  thefe,  as  well  as  all  other  parts  of  the  infpired  feriptures,  are  juft- 
ly  to  be  e  deemed  profitable  for  doctrine )  for  reproof y  for  correction)  for 
inJiruCHon  in  right eoufncfs%  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfeS)  through- 
ff  furnijbed  unto  all  good  i vorhs7  (2  Tim.  iii*  16,  17.) 


CHAP*  I* 

The  apojlle  introduces  this  epifile  to  the  Corinthian  churrh>  as  he  did  the 
former ,  with  an  ajfertion  of  his  apoftolic  office ,  and  a  falutaticny  1,  2. 
Jlleffi  f  God for  comforting  him  m,  and  delivering  him  out  oft  his  tri - 
buiations ;  and  turns  Isis  own  experience  into  an  argument  for  the  r?:- 
couragcment  of  ethers  under  their  troubles  y  3 1 1 .  Prcfefses  his  own 
and  his  fellow  labourers  integrity  %  12, — 14.  Afftgns  the  principal 
reafon  of  his  not  coming  to  them  (0  foon ,  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  iv  hat  he  had  f aid  hi  his  former  letter  \  and fo  vindicates  himfilf 
fromthc  charge  cf  inconfiancy  on  that  account*  K, — 24* 


I  Paul 


Ch.  i.  The  feconi Epiflk  to  the  Corinth i 5ns  paraphrased*  197 


pAl’Lan  apofl  le 
*  nt  Jciuf  Cbrill 
by  the  will  of 
G'kI,  ami  Tsiwj- 
t'*y  otsr  bfothir* 
Lot^  the  church 
cf  God  which  is 
4;  Corinth,  ^ith 
a\\  the  faints 
which  ait  in  all 
jiclufa: 


Paraphrase- 

T  Paul *  an  apoAle*  whom  Jeius  Chrifl  immediately 
^  called  and  authorized  to  that  high  oillctf,  according 
to  the  free  appointment  and  good  pleafore  of  God  the 
Father  $  even  I,  and  the  beloved  Timothy*  whom*  nct^ 
withstanding  his  youth*  I  cheerfully  own  as  a  faithful 
brother  in  Chri't,  and  in  the  work  of  the  minlftiy;  we* 
I  fay*  he  concurring  with  what  I  write  by  the  dictate  of 
the  holy  Ghoft*  (Tee  the  notes  on  Rom*  L  r*  and  I  Cor*, 
i.  i.)  heartily  join  in  good  will*  and  in  fending  this 
y^foWepifUc  to  the  church  at  G$rinthy  which  God  has 
cHofen*  and  called  by  his  grace*  and  collected  out  of 
the  world*  to  be  his  habitation  through  the  fpirit  and 
the  feat  of  all  divine  ordinances;  as  alfo  toall  profef- 
fing  believers*  who*  according  to  the  judgment  of  cha¬ 
rity,  are  holy  ones,  that  refide  in  any  other  part  of  Ack* 
am  or  Greece* 


z  Grace  be  to 

viiii,  and  peace 
from  God  ourFa- 
|Kcrt  and  from 
tic  Lord  Jefcs 
C  brill. 


Ood,  event  be  Fa¬ 
ther  of  our  Lord 
J Ci  05  Chrifl,  the 
Father  of  mercies* 
R*d  thcGodofall 


4  Wbo  com- 
forUth  ns  la  At! 
our  t fibula; ion, 
that 


2  We  falute  you  in  the  Lord,  earncflly  praying  that 
the  free  love  and  favour  of  God,  with  all  its  happy  fruits 
aud  effects,  which  are  ufually  fummed  up  in  the  com- 
prehen  live  term  peace,  may  be  vouchfafed,  and  abound 
toward  you  from  him,  who  is  your  as  well  as  our  re¬ 
conciled  God  and  Father ;  and  who  in  theoeconomy  of 
falvation,  is  the  fountain  of  all  its  bMIings,  and  in  his 
eternal  counfels  laid  out  the  fche  me  of  conveying  them: 
And  we  with  you  the  richeft  communications  of  them 
from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt,  our  exalted  Mediator  and 
Saviour,  who  has  purchased  them  by  his  blood,  has 
them  all  in  his  hands  to  difpenfe,  and  efle&uaily  gives 
them,  in  concurrence  with  the  Father,  by  his  fpirit. 

3  For  ever  magnified  and  adored,  admired,  loved, 
and  praifed,  with  all  poffible  thankfgiving  and  joy,  be 
the  blefied  and  glorious  God,  even  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrilt  *,  who,  as  fucb,  is  full 
of  tender  compaffion  and  the  author  of  all  pardoning 
and  relieving  mercies  j  and  is  the  God  a  ml  giver  of  all 
temporal,  fpi ritual,  and  eternal  confolatiou,  through  his 
fon. 

4  Inexpreflibly  great  are  the  kind  indulgencies  of  this 
gracious  God  aud  Father,  who,  hy  his  fpirit,  word, 
and  providence,  fupports,  a  fit  Its,  and  comforts  me  and 
my  companions,  in.  all  our  troubles  and  afflictions  of 


every 


NOTE. 

*  7b  t  Father  tars  this  relation  to  Ch  rift,  latxm;  which  confuicraHon  of  God  cxlu^ 

with  rcipcc!  to  his  divine  nutcr^  by  an  c-  hies  him  tv  uur  Fahh,  wider  gofptj 

iru-jn:cLVcible  ami  necefliry  geiser*-  in  a  more  au£iill,  c  ii  taring  iindcnca  a - 
t:on  ;  with  rdpccl  to  his  human  na;urc,  hy  Ifchi,  tluo  iiv;t  :n  he  fr*!  made 

an  'itmu-ditic  tnirjculous  pruduflkm  ;  itul  [mnirif  Kutnvn*  un^r  tin;  OU1  TdiinKiji, 
wv*h  Miwct  fo  hi*  office  char*^!-*  ai  0>d  aitlw  God  of  dir* ;r£vw»  ff-.’tfc*  and  J'r.wtf* 
34*u  Mcdisitir,  by  a  peculiar  covenant  re- 
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ni^  he 
i.  id  comfort 
e*  which  a'C 
/tro.mkjhr 
the  ci  hh  tort 
ti  (tftewith  we 

niirlf  IvsssrcfDm- 
furicd  of  GatL 


f  For  as  the 
flittering  of 
Chrill  wihound  in 

ws,  jl>  (mrc^iio- 
alf'-i  ahonn- 
deth  Ly  Clurirt* 


6  An*l  whether 
we  he  jiflifUd,  it 
h  uk  yoiir  cmite- 
and  falva- 
rion,  whit:*)  is  Ci- 
frtlud  in  the  etv 
during  of  the 
fan)Cs  faiTerintfs, 
u  h:ch  we  -Uh  Tote 

ferr  or  whether 
we  he  com  furled, 
itta  f:>r  your  con¬ 
futation  and  fid* 
yaitoo. 


every  kind*  and  especially  for  conference  fake  j  and  he 
is  pleafed  to  do  this  in  hi*  infinite  wifdom  and  goexinefs* 
not  only  for our  fuccour;  but  likewife  for  the  benefit 
of  others,  that  we  may  be  the  better  taught*  dlfpofed* 
and  qualified,  by  our  own  experience,  to  fympaihize 
with,  and  admmifter  tamable  words  of  encouragement 
and  comfort  to  them,  that  are  in  any  fort  of  tribulation , 
relating  to  foal  or  body  j  and  To  may  be  inltruments  in 
his  hand  of  railing  their  faith*  and  their  hope  of  the  like 
feafonable  reirefhmems  and  deliverances!  as  God*  for 
ChriU’s  fake*  has  favoured  us  with* 

5  For  as  we  have  fuffered  m,yny  grievous  and  heavy 
trials  on  ChrifFs  account*  and  in  conformity  to  him, 
who  fvmpathiz^s  wkh  us  in  them*  and  counts  them  his 
own  *  {rfeis  >£*  4*)  fo  our  inward  fpiritual  joys  have  a- 
bounded  in  proportion  to  them*  by  means  of  that  fweer 
communion*  which,  at  fuch  times  efpecially*  he  has 
given  us  with  himfrlf*  to  allay  and  counterbalance  them* 
and  to  fortify  us  ogam  ft  them* 

6  And  all  this  is  designed  and  ordered*  and  in  f adi 
bus  proved  to  be*  for  your  adi^ancnge  ;  fo  that  whether* 
on  one  hand,  we  be  preffed  with  ever  fo  many  calami¬ 
ties,  it  1$  v*iih  a  view  to  the  animating  bf  you  under 
fuch  trials*  as  may  befal  yon*  cfpccialiy  for  the  gof- 
peFs  fake,  that  when  ye  ke  with  what  Chrillian  forti¬ 
tude*  patience,  and  confolation,  wc  are  enabled  to  bear 
them*  ye,  encouraged  by  our  example,  may  be  com¬ 
forted  in  your  own  fouls*  and  emboldened  to  hold  on 
in  your  holy  profeflion  unto  complete  falvationj  which 
is  effected,  in  a  powerful  manner*  by  means  of  your 
being  m:\du  willing  to  undergo  tho  fame  fort  of  troubles* 
'on. the  beh:df  of  Omit,  that  we  ourftlves  have  borer, 
and  been  fupperred  under:  Or  whether*  on  the  con¬ 
trary*  we  be  relieved  and  comforted*  by  feafonable  de* 
livtrances  out  of  our  tribulations,  it  is  made  effe&ual 
for  promoting  your  joy*  and  your  final  falvation  toge* 
ther  with  ours. 


■j  And  mtr 
hope  of  you  is 
knowing 
(.rsl  y^ii  Art 
pm-iSur*?  <-f  fVie 
i-nh  It 
yc  l.:‘  of  the 


7  And  from  what  has  already  appeared  among  you, 
fince  ye  received  my  former  letter,  {ver.  13,  14.)  we 
folly  «p.£t  a  good  event  with  relation  to  yon  *,  being  well 
affered,  that  as  God  has  nmv  made  you  willing  lharers 
with  us  in  foiTerings,  and  inclined  your  hearts  to  fym- 
parhizc  with  us  in  ours,  for  the  lake  of  Chrift;  fo,  in 
the  itelst-s  of  his  grace  and  faithfulnefe,  ye  are,  and 
ihul!  be  likewife  lharers  with  us  in  prefent  divine  com¬ 
forts,  lui  table  to  your  day  and  difficulties,  till  all  (hall 
be  perfected  in  the  joys  of  heaven. 
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8  For  we 
would  ao£,  bre- 
tiirrn*  hare  you 
i^orani  of  oor 
trouble  which 
came  to  us  in  A* 
Jr.:,  ihat  \re  ^nv 
prelfcd  out  ot 
HKxfurc,  above 
lircngth,  inlo- 
ituiHi  that  we  <Jc- 
Ipiirrd  even  of 

life; 


r>  Hitt  we  had 
lhe  fcnience  of 
death  in  on  rl  elves, 
tiiut  we  thoukl  not 
tjrlt  in  ourfekrf, 
burin  Qnd which 
tdlleth  the  dead. 


10  ’Who  dcliv- 
r*nl  ns  fp>m  fo 
areata  death,  and 
doth  deliver:  io 
wboin 


8  For  as  to  our  fuflerings  for  Chrift,  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  remind  you,  my  dear  brethren,  of  the  extreme 
hardfhips,  which  have  befallen  me  md  my  companions 
in  the  Lejfer  AJia  *9  that,  while  we  were  defirous  to 
minifter  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  in  that  country, 
we  were  opprefl'cd,  and  overloaded  with  feverirics  to 
an  excefs,  beyond  all  bounds,  vTtf&mv^  and  more 
than,  merely  byour  natural  Ihength,*  we  could  ever 
have  been  able  to  bear  ;  fo  that  (s^mvShf*  *«**-}  we  were 
in  the  utmoft  perplexity  and  danger,  not  knowing  which 
way  to  turn  ourfdves;  and  as  far  as  events  could  be 
judged  of,  by  prefent  appearances,  wc  gave  up  all  hope 
of  cfcaping  with  our  lives. 

9  But  God,  in  hts  Providence,  fufFered  us  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  fuch  an  extremity,  a.-  to  conclude  in  our  own 
minds*  like  perfons  under  a  fentence  of  death,  thar, 
in  the  ordinary  way,  wc  could  never  fuivive  thofe  cruel¬ 
ties,  or  evade  the  decree  of  our  enemies  aguinfl  us,  to 
the  end  that  we  might  learn  to  live  by  faith,  and  not 
by  fenfe  ;  and,  like  Abrahamy  to  believe  in  hope  againtt 
hope;  {Item*  iv.  E 8 - )  to  have  no  confidence  in,  or  de¬ 
pendence  on,  our  own  wifdom  zni  ftrength,  or  on  any 
interett  that  wc  could  make  with  men,  ior  cur  prefei- 
varion  and  deliverance  ;  but  to  place  it  in  tire]  y  on  the 
wifdom  and  power,  faithfulness  and  goodnefs  of  that 
God*  whofe  prerogative  it  is  f,  and  wiio  alone  is  able, 
not  only  to  fave  from  the  moil  imminent  danger,  anil 
refeue  out  of  the  jaws  of  death,  but  even  toreftore  them 
to  life  that  are  actually  dead*  as  he  has  fliewn  in  feveral 
inftances  already,  and  will  further  Ihsw  in  the  general 
rcfurrcftlon  at  the  laft  day. 

10  We  were  hereby  taught  to  commit  ourfelves,  and 
all  our  concerns  for  rime,  as  well  as  eternity,  to  ‘him* 
who,  by  wonderful  appearances  in  the  mount  of  dif¬ 
ficulty,  has  intetpofed  between  us  and  death,  when  it 
was  fo  vifihly  impending,  and  fo  formidably  threat  inn  g, 
as,  in  all  human  views,  to  be  absolutely  unavoidable  ; 
who  like  wife  continues  daily  to  preferve  us  from  the 
numerous  dangers,  that  ftili  furround  us;  and  in  whom, 

encouraged 


NOTES. 


*  The  T4ihj  ifoh,  and  ijih  chapters  of 
r>c  /ffl*,  gift  11s  a  lar£C  aceonnt  of  ihe 
trouble*,  that  the  apolKc  na  with  in 
1  and  he  ]  peaks  in  t  Cor,  xvi*  9.  of 
ji-jnv  zef rcrihries,  dad  xv\  31.  (S«  the 
r *i:eUwftfJ  of  fighting  with  the  bc$fts  at  iv- 
f  tjzfy  the  Metropolis  of  that  I'rovmce : 
i'.f’t  it  is  itfirtitain  whether  he  here  ref:  n  <o 
t^.  or  lues  iroable*  that  betel  him 
r.  ,'-Ls  he  wtjU  his  former  eptftle  to 


the  fo.rinthiart  :  However,  his  manner  of 
representing  them  in  *hU  jdarc  flieu-s,  that 
they  were  exceeding  and  dlilrel- 

f  The  apofllc  beri:  plainly  riift^guirhct 
the  only  true  God  fnim  all  uihcr?,  by  rhis 
peritUar  pi’cvo^uvv  of  witix*  v-f  dtt:* ;  arid 
ihsrrf’r^e  a?  (thrill  frt.it 'irmiy  fjwjka  of  ?i'~ 
finii  r!fi;  tie'll  oy  lii'P  t^n  propird^ 

ily  i".u:L  :ie;d;  bdwi-jj  it-  turn. 
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vhijin  vt  truft 
ih at  tu:  will  yet 
deliver  me* 


it  You  alfo 
helping  together 
by  prayer  for 
that  for  the  gift 
lieflmrod  upon us 
by  the  means  of 
many  perfouS, 
thanks  maybe  gi* 
Ten"  by  many  oo 

t>ur  fcdulf. 


I*  For  our  re¬ 
joicing  is  ihi%  the 
ieflimony  of  our 
confcUiice,  that 
in  Itmpttcity  and 
g!*Uy  fincerify, 
tint  with  delfciy 
T/ifdom,  but  by 
the  grace  of  God, 
we  have  had  our 
t'Mivcrfatton  in 
the  world,  unJ 
more  abundantly 
to  yat^apis: 


i$  For  wt 
W\:c  none  other 
M*  r'g* 


encouraged  by  a]l  this  experience  of  our  God  and  Fa* 
ther’s  care  and  kindnefe,  we  humbly  truft  and  hope, 
that  he  will  go  on  yet  further  to  deliver  vs  from  every 
evil  -work,  anti  preferve  tu  to  his  heavenly  kingdom.  (2 
Tim.  iv.  1 8.) 

1 1.  And  all  this  is,  in  a  fubordinate  manner,  owing 
to,  and  further  hoped  for  from,  the  joint  affiftance  of 
your  earned  ^applications  at  a  throne  of  grace  for  us,  in 
concurrence  with  our  own,  which  he,  who  has  ftyled 
himfelf  a  God  hearing  prayer,  has  grarioufly  a  afire  red, 
and  we  truft  will  (till  do  fo ;  to  the  end  that,  as  this 
blefling  of  a  kind  prefervation  and  delire  ranee  has  been, 
and  we  believe  will  yet  be  freely  bellowed  upon  us,  for 
the  good  of  multitudes,  as  well  as  of  our  own  fouls,  by 
means  of  the  prayers  of  many  Chriftian  friends  that 
were  concerned  for  us;  fo  thankfgivings  and  praifes 
may  be  likewife  offered  up  to  God  by  them,  and  by 
many  other  believers,  on  account  of  his  fignal  favour 
therein  (hewn  to  us,  that  he  may  be  abundantly  glori* 
Tied.  And  we  cannot  but  perfuade  ourfelves  that  ws 
have  had,  and  (hall  have  an  intereft  in  your  prayers  on 
our  behalf. 

12  For,  whatever  any  of  our  adverfaries  may  invidi- 
oufly  fugged  agahift  us,  as  though  we  were  fdr-feeking 
and  defigning  men;  and  how  great  foever  the  troubles 
of  various  kinds,  from  friends  and  enemies,  be,  that 
attend  us  tu  our  way  and  work ;  we  have  tbis  fatisfac* 
tion  and  joy,  which  rifes  up  to  a  holy  triumph,  (w«iwr) 
in  our  own  bofoms,  even  the  witnefs  of  our  consciences, 
»n  every  reffnSion  upon  our  principles,  temper  and  mo¬ 
tives,  views  and  conduct,  that  with  an  ingenuous  un* 
difguifed  candour  and  (inglenefs  of  heart,  free  from  all 
double  dealing ;  and  with  integrity  and  uprightpefs  of 
foul  before  God,  in  lingle  aims  at  his  glory  agreeable  to 
his  holy  nature  and  will;  and  not  with  the  cunning  ar¬ 
tifices  of  carnal  policy,  or  with  feifi(h  and  fecular  de- 
figns  and  motives ;  but  by  a  governing  principle  of 
grace,  which  God  has  wrought  in  us,  and  by  the  graci¬ 
ous  guidance  and  afliftance,  which  in  his  free  favour, 
he  continually  affords  us,  we  have  converfed  and  hehav- 
ed  in  the  miniftry,  and  in  the  general  courfeof  our  lives, 
in  the  church  and  in  the  world,  towards  all  that  we  have 
had  ro  do  with,  and  in  a  particular  and  remarkable  man¬ 
ner  toward  you,  with  xefpe£l  to  every  thing,  that  we 
have  faid  or  done  to,  or  about  you:  And  we  cannot 
doubt  but  that  ye  muft  needs  he  well  fatisfied  of  this: 

13  For  what  we  now  write  to  you  about  it  is  frankly 
and  openly,  neither  more,  nor  lefs,  than  is  fignified  by 

the 
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things  Ditto  you, 
than  what  you 
read  or  acknow¬ 
ledge,  4*1 
yon  (tail  acknow¬ 
ledge  even  to  the 
e»L 


14  As  olfo  you 
ba ve  acknowledg¬ 
ed  u*  in  pars*  that 
we  are  your  rejoic* 
in;,  even  a^yc  al- 
fourtuurfrm  the 

day  of  the  Lord 
Jffei. 


IS  And in this 

ronlittcDCC  I  *w 

Bonded  to  come 

mn 9  you  before, 
that  you  might 
have  a  fecund  be¬ 
nch  ; 


itf  And  tapafi 
by  you  into  Ma¬ 
cedonia,  and  to 

come  again  OVt  of 

Macedonia  unto 
you,  and  of  you 
t»  be  brought  on 
my  way  toward 
JudCiL 


17  When  I 
therefore  wuthn$ 
mindodt  did  I 
Utc  lightnefs?  ot 
the 


the  plain  meaning  of  the  words,  which  ye  read  in  this, 
and  jn  the  former  epiftle;  (1  Cor.  i.  13,  <&c.  ii.  1,  ijc. 
and  tv,  1,— 6,)  or  than  ye  yourfelves  know,  and,  as  I 
hear  to  the  joy  of  my  heart,  [chap,  vii.  6, 7.)  do  own  to 
be  true  concerning  me,  who  chiefly  mean  myfelf  in  all 
that  I  have  faid  about  it;  and  I  humbly  hope,  that,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  ( ver  12.)  my  Gncere  behaviour  to* 
ward  you  will  henceforward  be  always  fo  confpicuous, 
as  to  engage  you  to  acknowledge  the  fame  continually, 
to  the  end  of  life. 

14  Even  as  (*«*>*  ***)  the  found  or  better  part  of  you 
(fee  the  note  on  Ram.  xi.  25.)  have  already  owned,  diat 
I  and  my  fellow-labourers,  in  planting  the  gofpel  a- 
mong  you,  and  being  inftrumental  to  your  converfion 
and  edification,  are  juft  matters  of  your  rejoicing  and 
glorying  on  our  behalf;  as  ye  alfo  are  of  ours,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  gifts  and  graces  bellowed  upon  you ;  and 
wc  trull  will  be  fo,  as  the  Teals  of  our  miniftry,  in  the 
prefence  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  when  he  will  appear 
in  all  his  glory  to  judge  the  world,  at  the  laft  day. 

1 5  And  being  well  fatisfled  concerning  your  good 
opinion  of  my  integrity,  and  that  our  mutual  rejoic¬ 
ings  in  each  other  would  continue,  I  intended,  and  was 
very  defirous  to  have  come,  and  made  you  a  fecond  vi- 
6t  before  now,  that  ye  might  have  a  further  advantage 
for  your  eitabliftiment  and  joy,  [ver.  24.)  by  my  con- 
verfaticn  and  preaching,  over  and  above  what  ye  receiv¬ 
ed,  when  I  was  formerly  with  you,  and  brought  you  to 
the  knowledge  of  Chrifl. 

16  And  it  was  my  real  defign,  as  I  told  you,  [tCor. 
xvi.  5,-8.)  not  juft  to  call  upon  you,  which  was  all 
that  I  could  have  done  in  my  journey  to  Macedonia , 
whither  I  was  then  going,  ere  tong,  from  Rphefus;  but 
to  have  palled  by  you  in  my  way  thither,  and  to  have 
come  hack  again  to  you  in  my  return  from  that  country, 
when  I  hoped  to  get  an  opportunity  of  fpending  more 
time  with  you;  and  then  to  have  defired  your  afltftanee, 
and  the  company  of  Tome  of  you,  to  help  me  forward  in 
my  journey  to  Judea  and  JertfaUm.  (1  Cor.  xvi.  3,  4.) 

17  When  therefore  I  fir  ft  took  up,  and  declared  this 
my  intention,  which  hitherto  has  not  been  accompltih- 
ed,  was  it  (as  my  adverfaries  would  reproach  me)  with 
inconfiderate  rafhnefs  and  levity  of  mind,  as  not  regard¬ 
ing  what  I  faid  and  did,  and  never  concerning  myfelf 
afterwards  about  it  ?  Or  did  -I  mean  one  thing,  and 
fpcalc  another,  to  compliment,  flatter,  and  deceive  you? 
Or  did  I  alter  my  purpofe  without  fuffictent  caufe?  Or 

to  fiich  things,  as  I  defire  and  propofe  to  do,  am  I 

influenced 


po!c  atrurdmg  to 
the  fldh;  that 
with  me  there 
Ihould  be  yeo*  ycil? 
and  nay,  nay  ? 


rti  But,  as  Sod 
is  true,  our  word 
toward  you  was 
nut  yea  and  nay. 
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the  things  that  r  influenced  and  determined  thereunto  by  carnal  and  ft* 
pofc  airordirtfi1^  cu^ar  confiderations,  or  according  to  the  dictates  of  the 
flefh,  and  of  unrenewed  men,  who  make  no  confcicnce 
of  what  they  fay,  but  talk  backwards  and  forwards  to 
ferve  a  turn  f  Have  I  behaved  at  fucb  a  rate,  as  that,  in 
my  way  of  fpeaktng,  I  fhould  ftrongly  affirm  the  fame 
thing,  at  one  time,  with  a  yes,  yes;  and  then  roundly 
deny  it  at  another,  with  a  no,  no?  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  think,  fpeak,  or  a&,  after  this  inconfUnt  and  falla¬ 
cious  manner* 

18  But,  as  certainly  as  God  himfelf  is  true  to  his 
word  and  promife,  I  can  appeal  to  him,  that  what  1 
fdid,  in  that  affair,  was  entirely  confiftent  with  truth; 
and  was  fo  far  from  admitting  nf  an  inference,  which 
fume  would  draw  from  it*,  as  though  my  doRrine  were 
likewise  too  uncertain  to  be  depended  upon;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  my  preaching  and  writing  to  you,  in  which 
others  of  my  brethren  joined  and  agreed  with  me,  have 
not  been  at  one  time  an  affirmation,  and  at  another  a 
denial  of  one  and  the  fame  thing,  after  the  manner  of 
thofe,  who,  through  falfhood,  or  ficklenefii  of  temper, 
contradict  themfoives;  but,  through  divine  grace,  it  has 
always  been  Readily  uniform,  like  him,  who  is  the  au¬ 
thor,  and  fuhjeti  of  my  miniftry. 

1 9  For  as  to  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  is  the  fame 
•f  God,  Jdiw  yejlcrdajy  to^day^  and  for  ever^  (Heb.  xiih  8.)  even 
Chrift,  who  vu  Chrift  the  only  Saviour,  who  has  preached  in  his  per- 
™Tby  us!Tv!S  f°n  an(*  offices,  crucifixion  and  benefits,  among  you,  by 
by  me,  and  Silva-  us  his  fervams,  even  by  myfdf,  and  Silas^  and  Timothy^ 

and  Timo-  my  dear  companions  in  labour  and  travail;  (d£tJ  xv* 


Fortbc  Son 


thcas,  4  3$  ftotyti 
jirul  nay,  but  ia 
him  wasyta* 


jo  Far  all  rho 
pronvifcs  cf  God 
in  him  are  yea, 
ai;d:n  him  amen, 


40*  and  xviii.  5.)  Pic  is  not  in  himfelf,  or  in  his  word; 
and  what  we  have  faid  concerning  him  was  not,  now 
one  thing,  and  then  another  of  a  contrary  drain:  But 
the  doctrine  whicb  we  preached,  and  conftamly  ftood 
to  in  all  our  miniftrations,  was  founded  on  him,  as  a 
crucified  and  rifen  Redeemer;  and  was,  like  himfelf, 
uniformly  the  fame,  with  the  highcfl  demonftration  of 
truth  and  certainty,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel* 
20  For  all  the  great  and  precious  promifes  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace,  which  are  given  forth  by  the  unchange¬ 
able  God,  and  are  exhibited  in  the  cleareft  light  under 
the  New  Teft ament  difpen fa tion,  are  in  Chrift,  the  a* 
mr/f,  the  faithful  and  true  ui/ n?Jit  (Rev*  iii*  14.)  infal¬ 
libly 

T  E* 

ueVm,  he  JoTerrnly  appeal*  t»  Owl*  *■?«( 
his  preaching  was  it  It  of  a  pit-cc,  imaiULSy 
ihc  fame;  anil  not  ;rf  one  unw  nli*,  v 
which  Wa*  X  ftrong  form  uf  &j,fsrrtiL*  ;  ;i»d 
a*  3 o^hcr  *d yr  u which  uua  tike  lhu*i 

of  dttajlUgi 


N  O 

*  Tt  feems  Lh*:  Ujc  arcfsgorifts 
ToitrcJ  to  di  (credit  h:s  du^iine,  ur.drr 
Icnce  that  he  was  an  infutiftditt  man,  who 
faid  *nd  u  !)&:<[  the  fame  thirg  at  dirTjn:i  t 
t:msr,  sad  ib  w;is  not  ta  be  b*  Mevcd  \n  ivbit 
tic  Liught  ;  Therefore,  to  take  oiT  that  iropo* 


ch,i. 
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unto  the  zloty  of  ]*bl  y  fore,  and  invariably  the  fame;  and  are  ratified 
GUby  us*  2nd  ^on(Jrm€j  irrevocably  by  him,  as  they  are  alt  efta* 
bliflicd,  and  put  in  force,  by  his  death,  that  they  may 
be  effectually  and  completely  fulfil  led,  in  their  proper 
time  anti  order,  to  them  that  are  favlngly,  called,  (//*£. 
ix,  15, — 17,)  unto  the  praifc  and  glory  of  the  truth, 
fairhtulnefs,  and  grace  of  God,  by  means  of  our  niinh- 
t  rat  10  ns* 


1 1  Now  he 
which  lUbiifhcT,h 
vs  with  you  in 
Cmi]£,  and  hsth 
amun'ed  us  j  m 
Cvd; 


%x  Who  h?tb 

.din  fcalcdu?*  v*d 
g.*en  the  rarnrffc 
of  thu  Spirit  in 
out-  hearts* 


1  %  Moreover,  I 
cn\[  Ood  for  a  re- 
rord  upon  in  y 
foul*  tli  at  to  fpare 
ymi  I  came  nut  as 

ycL  untv  Corinth. 


14  Not  for 
that 


21  And,  (**)  as  a  further  evidence  of  this,  he  that 
has  llrcngihned,  and  fettled  us,  who  preach,  and  you 
who  believe,  that  both  one  and  the  other  may  abide  in 
the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefos,  by  virtue  of  our  union  with 
him,  according  to  the  presmfes;  and  he  who  bis  fa* 
vGurcd  us  *'  with  a  holy  unction  of  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  fpiric,  whereby  we  know,  and  receive  all  things 
neceffary  to  fjlvatinn,  {1  John  ii*  20,  27.)  is  no  other 
than  the  great  God  himtdf: 

22  Who,  anfwcrahle  to  various  ufes  of  a  feat!  among 
men,  has  likewife  gracioufly  diftingaifhed,  marked, 
and  fecured  us  for  his  own ;  confirmed  his  covenant 
with  us;  allured  us  of  our  intereft  in  it;  and  printed 
bis  holy  image  upon  us:  And  be  has  freely  given  us  bis 
fpiritj  who  dwells  in  our  hearts,  and  fheds  abroad  his 
influence,  and  3  fenfe  of  his  love  there,  a$  a  pledge 
and  earndl  of  the  eternal  inheritance*  ( Eph .  u  13,  14.) 

2}  But  to  let  you  into  one  great  reafon  of  my  not  vi* 
fiting  you,  fo  foon  as  was  propofed  +,  I  call  the  heart- 
fearching, 'ami  fm-avenging  God  to  witxiefs,  with  all 
the  folemmcy  of  a  religious  oath,  as  ever  I  hope  for  his 
blefling  on  my  foul  here,  and  for  ever,  that  it  was  not 
from  any  inconflancy  of  temper,  or  carnal  motives;  but 
out  of  peculiar  tendernefs  to  you,  that  I  deferred  my 
journey  to  Corinth  thus  long,  as  being  defirous  to  come 
to  you,  not  wit h  a  rod,  hut. in  hve>  and  in  the  Jpirit  of 
meeknefs  J*  (1  Cor*  iv.  21.) 

24  Yet  I  do  not  fpeak  after  this  fort,  as  if  we,  who 

are 


N  O 

*  As  what  the  apnttle  here  fry*  about 
Ctrl's  Gifonsitigy  yRflijrj,  and  jmVf  the 

of  th  is  ot  much  (he  Iheiw  im- 

poji  T  with  what  he  and  the  apoltle  Joba 
fpi-afc  ofj  as  the  e.joinvm  printouts  of  true 
biHjevers,  Eph,  i*  t  j,  j+  aml  i  *jr,hn'Cu  io, 
£?»  t  have  referred  all  thefe  padages  to 
the as  Midi  as  to  himielt,  and  his  tel taw- 
bhourers* 

+  Here  the  apoftle  tofcnfibly  Hides  back 
Ui|o  FiU  viti: : ic.it  - on  of  him  fell',  from  vllU'h 
b*  had  a  itulc  i,ithe  four  prece¬ 

de  vcriVs,  %mve  vc»it  to  !tmic  dcligbtnd 
ihi>u£hts  oo  i  he  it  ah!  lit  v  of  the  prondfe*  of 
for  helping  his  people1*  ft  iJi  J«d  joy. 


E  S. 

f  The  apoftlc  was  wilting  to  wait  the  6> 
vent  of  his  former  cpittle^  with,  refpeft  to 
the  offenders  among  the£n>  j(i  Cor.  chap*  v* 
vi.)  in  hopes  that  they  mig hr  he  brought  to 
repentance,  and  that  the  things,  which  wm 
fo  much  amifs  among  them,  might  tc  fc;  to 
rights  by  the  church  itfclf ;  and  he  «as  very 
loLh  to  ale  that  apoflolic  frveriiy  in  his 
proceedings  again  ft  diem,  w'bich,  in  cafe  of 
continued  dibffrfion  and  oblihiacy,  he 
thrvarwd,  (i  Cm,  iv,  ip()  and  could  not 
hi  faiihfoUicfs  have  avoided  ;  and  therefore 
he  vui  the  ids  in  baftc  to  go  Lu  Ccilstk 
(Chap*  ii,  i.) 
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wchmdomliiwn  are  Chrift's  mi  mitring  fcrrants,  had  any  right  or  ambo- 
but 'are^hd pcrs^of  r'fT  t0  domineer  over  your  faith,  by  arbitrarily  binding 
youi  joy;  for  by  any  thing  upon  your  confciences,  according  to  our  own 
faith  ye  fluid,  fancy  or  humour;  or  by  matting  any  alterations  in  the 
doctrines  and  institutions  of  Chrift,  our  only  Lord  and 
Mailer;  but  we  are  authorized  of  God,  and  do  fincere- 
ly  defire  and  endeavour,  to  be  afliftant  to  your  fpiritual 
corifolation,  by  recovering  you  from  thofe  evils  that 
would  hinder  it;  and  by  eftahlHhing  your  faith  in  Chrili, 
and  in  the  promifes,  which  are  all  yea  and  amen  in  him; 
(vcr.  20.)  For  it  is  not  by  a  human,  but  by  a  divine 
faith,  which  we  would  promote  in  you,  that  yc  have 
hitherto  flood  (ffwanj  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  and  mutt  con* 
tinue  to  Hand,  as  ever  yc  would  be  fayed* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  important  is  it  to  the  fncccfs  of  the  ^ofpel,  that  the  characters  of  Chrift’s 
fervants  he  hlamelcfs  in  tliemfdves,  and  vindicated  from  falfe  afperfions*  And 
what  a  noble  lupport  and  pleasure  do  they  poflefs  in  their  own  fouls,  who  have 
the  teftimony  or  their  conferences,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly  linccrity,  nut  with 
Uefhly  wifdom,  hut  by  the  grace  of  God,  they  have  their  conversion  in  the  world ; 
and  can  make  a  folemn  appeal  to  God  about  it,  amidft  all  the  reproaches  of  their 
enemies  I  They  will  ordinarily  have  a  witnefsto  their  integrity,  in  the  confcirtxxs 
of  frrious  ChriJlians;  and  bkflfcd  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  he  will  own  amt 
honour  them,  and  aft  the  part  of  the  Father  of  Mercies,  and  the  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Jefua  Chrift,  their  head  and  Saviour,  by  comforting  them  in  alt  their  tri¬ 
bulations,  and  proportioning  their  confutations  to  their  fufftrings,  not  only  for 
their  own  perfonal  advantage,  but  that  they  may  the  better  know,  by  their  own 
experience,  how  tofpeak  feafoaable  words  of  relief  to  others  in  all  their  afllift  ions* 
Alas!  How  great  and  many  are  the  troubles  of  God's  own  dear  children  1  They 
fome times  grow  to  fuch  an  extremity,  as  to  make  them  dcfpair  even  of  life :  Hut 
their  moil  fnrrowful  fccnes  are  wifely,  and  gracioufly  ordered  for  the  trial  and  Im¬ 
provement  of  their  faith,  that  a  review  of  former  dangers  and  deliverances  may 
help  to  raife  their  hepe  in  new  difficulties,  and  teach  them  to  renounce  all  confi¬ 
dence  in  themfdves,  and  in  creature -aids,  and  to  rely  intinrly  on  that  God,  who 
raifes  the  dead*  who  has  delivered,  and  doth  deliver,  and  in  whom  they  may  Aill 
trull  for  all  Further  needful  deliverances.  And  O  how  great  is  the  power  of  prayer, 
efpecially  of  united  prayers,  for  uJhermg  in  all  feafonable  mercies !  And  when 
God  gives  Qgnal  anfwers  of  peace,  what  abundant  t  hank  fgivings  fhotild  we  render 
to  him  '—How  affeftionatdy  defirous  are  faithful  miuiftcrs  of  their  people's  hap* 
pitiefs  !  They  earaeftly  wiHt  that  graceand  peace  may  be  multiplied  to  them,  from 
God  Ihe  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  j^fus  Cbrift;  and  they  would  fain  be  inftru- 
ments  both  of  their  convcrfton  and  edification,  that  they  may  joy  in  them  here, 
and  rejoice  with  them  in  the  day  of  Chrift*  For  t his  they  labour  with  conftant 
care,  and  uniform  aims,  by  dealing  tenderly  as  polfibiy  with  them  ;  by  continu¬ 
ing  to  preach  the  lame  gofpel,  that  was  made  effcftnal  in  their  fir  ft  believing;  and. 
by  a  noble  ambition,  not  to  lord  it  over  their  faith,  but  to  be  helpers  of  their  jov. 
And  O  what  bldled  provilion  has  God  made  for  the  prefent  comfort,  and  ever* 
lifting  falvaiioTi  of  every  true  believer  J  All  the  promifes  of  the  new  covenant  arc 
ratified  in  Chrill  and  made  fnretothem;  they  tUndby  faith,  and  are  ritabfifhed 
io  him  ;  and  they  have  the  anointings  of  the  fpirit,  who  by  his  enlightening,  fauc- 
tifyiug,  and  comforting  influences,  leak  and  iecurestheni  unto  the  dry  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  istbeir  eanitft  of  the  eternal  inheritance. 


CHA  F, 
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CHAP.  n; 

The  apojlle  proceeds  to  a  further  account  of  the  reafons  <f  his  not  coming 
to  the  Corinthians,  1, — 4.  Gives  them  dtreB ions  about  refioring  the 
mccjluous  perfon  to  bis  place  in  the' churchy  5,—  1 1,  Arid  acquaints 
them  with  bis  own  labour st  fuccefst  and  jays ,  in  fpreading  the  pure 
gofpel  of  Chrifi  in  feveral  places ,  12,-17. 


Tr  it*  Paraphrase* 

^UeVfh!r*hh  A  S3  in  the  greatnefs  of  my  afFe&ion  for  you,  my 
mrf«u,  that  [  heart  is  chiefly  fet  upon  a  (lifting  your  holy  joy 
M.oi»ld  not  com*  [chap.  t.  24.)  I  was  unwilling  to  come  to  you  in  cir- 
burindi.1fOU  **  cumftances,  that  might  occafion  your  grief ;  but  rather 
judged  it  moft  expedient,  and  accordingly  concluded  in 
my  own  mind,  to  forbear  my  fecond  vifit  for  Dome 
time*,  left  I  (hould  be  obliged  to  go  into  fuch  feveri- 
ties  again  ft  tbe  oppofers  of  my  apoftolic  do&rine  and 
character,  and  againft  other  offenders  among  you,  as 
would  be  very  unwelcome,  and  difag reeable  to  you  and 
no  lefs  irkfome  to  myfelf. 

«  For  if  I  make  2  For  if  I  were  to  do  any  thing,  that  would  be  a 
jo*  forry,  who  is  trouble  to  you,  whom  I  fo  dearly  love,  nothing  but  a 
tthSSdl'tat  fenfeof  duty;  and  hope  of  reifying  what  was  amifs 
the  tame  which  is  among  you,  could  ever  reconcile  me  to  it,  much  lefs 
uij e tony , by m c?  give  me  any  fa  tisf a£tion  in  it :  And  which  of  you,  in 
that  cafe,  could  exhilerate  my  fpirit,  and  make  me  re¬ 
joice  again ;  unlefs  it  were  the  very  perfon  or  perfons, 
whom  Iftiould  bave  made  uneafy  by  {harp  rebukes, 
both  of  the  principal  offenders,  and  of  others  among 
you,  that  were  puffed  up,  and  countenanced  them  in¬ 
stead  of  mourning  over  them,  and  taking  care  to  purge 
the  church  of  them  ?  (i  Cor,  v.  2.  7.)  It  is  only  the 
repentance  of  fuch,  and  tbeir  recovery  from  the  guilt, 
which  they  refpeCtively  had  contrail ed,  that  could  turn 
my  own  forrow  into  joy. 

r  Aad !  wrote  3  And  therefore,  in  my  former  letter,  I  wrote  to 
this  fame  ante  you  on  this  very  point ;  (1  Cor,  v,  3,  4,  5.)  f  and  what 
ciai’c "hould  *  have  fuggefted  in  this  epiftle,  [chap.  i.  23.)  about  my 
’  hive  not  coming  to  you,  that  l  might  fpare  you,  is  to  this 
very  purpofe,  that  the  di (orders  in  your  church  might 
be  rectified  fay  yourfelves  j  left  otherwife  in  my  coming 

to 


MOTES. 

*  The  ipotflc  «u  not  with  them  iu  j-  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  tbe  apatite's 
at  the  time  of  his  going  fir  ft  a*  la/roic  refers  to  hi*  former 

mong  them,  but  with  great  rtjriang  as  ap-  epiftle;  but  as  there  is  room  to  doubt,  whe- 
pears  from  ebttp*  i.  14*  *5.  and  therefore  tlicr  he  might  not  mean  fbmet King,  that  he 
liis  coming  to  tlicra  a^ah w,  is  nor  to  be  uu-  bad  alrrwiy  wrote  in  a  fort  going  part  of 
an  Hood  of  his  doing  it  Again  in  /it;  «pilllrf  1  have  taken  both  fenles,  with  a 

but  vu\y  of  Uii  making  them  aaflbtr  viftU  doe  coofilUnn't  into  the  parapbrafe. 
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have  fbrrow  Horn 
them  of  wham  I 
ought  to  rejoice, 
having  confidence 
in  you  ill,  that 
my  joy  i*  the  joy 

vfyou  all. 


4  Tor  oat  of 
flinch  atflicUoiij 
and  anguiih  of 
heart,  I  wr<KC  un* 
to  you  with  ma¬ 
ny  tear*;  not  that 
you  fliould  be 
grieved,  but  that 
ye  might  know 
the  love  which  I 
have  more  abun¬ 
dantly  unto  you. 


5  But  if  any 
have  caufed  grief, 
he  hath  not  griev¬ 
ed  me  bat  in  part: 
that  I  may  not  o- 
vcrchargc  you  all, 


to  you,  I  fhould  find  fuch  irregularities,  and  be  forced 
to  take  fiich  undefir  cable  meafurcs,  as  would  create  a 
great  deal  of  uneafinefs  in  my  own  mind,  on  their  ac¬ 
count,  whom  I  might  have  feafonably  expected  to  re¬ 
joice  in  ;  and  who  ought  to  have  been  matter  of  joy  to 
me,  by  reafon  of  their  Uedfaftncfs  in  the  faith,  holioefi, 
and  order  of  the  gofpel :  And  1  am  encouraged  to  Hope 
that  ye  would  willingly  fave  me  this  trouble,  from  the 
confidence  1  have  in  all  chofe  of  you,  who  abide  in  the 
doctrines  of  Chrifl,  that  your  regard  and  affeftion  to 
me  is  fmcerci  according  to  your  former  profeflions,  as 
that  what  is  an  occafion  of  plvafurc  and  delight  to  me, 
with  reference  to  the  glory  of  Chriflj  and  the  good  of 
the  church,  will  be  fo  likewife  to  all  cf  you  ;  and  that 
therefore  ye  would  be  glad  to  remove  every  caufe  of  dif. 
quietude  to  me. 

4  For  when  I  wrote  to  you  before,  to  proceed  to  an 
excommunication  of  fucb,  as  were  guilty  of  fhameful 
mi  lea  triages,  and  as  difeovered  a  difa  (Faction  to  Chriit 
and  his  gofpel,  (i  CV.  v,  4,  5,  and  xvi.  22-)  it  was 
with  great  trouble  and  ditlrefs  of  Spirit,  which  produc¬ 
ed  a  flow  of  bitter  tears,  in  reflexion  upon  their  deplo¬ 
rable  and  dangerous  condition:  I  mention  this  now, 
not  with  a  defign  of  awakning  any  dolorous  paffiohs  in 
you,  with  relpecl  to  things  that  are  already  mended; 
but  only  to  let  you  fee  what  an  exceeding  beany  love  1 
bear  to  you,  and  what  a  touching  concern  I  have  for 
the  good  of  the  whole  church,  as  well  as  for  the  hum¬ 
bling  and  reclaiming  of  the  notorious  delinquftnts  them- 
fclves,  to  your  comfort,  and  their  own  fitlvarion. 

5  But  if  any  one  among  you,  («J*  w)  as  particular¬ 
ly  the  incctluous  pcifon,  whom  I  ordered  you  to  pro¬ 
ceed  againftj  has  occafioncd  fadnefs  of  heart,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  crime,  and  of  what  ye  were  thereupon  o- 
bliged,  in  duty  to  do  to  him,  for  vindicating  the  honour 
of  Chriftand  purging  the  church  from  fcandal;  he,  by 
that  means,  has  given  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs,  not 
to  me  only*,  but  to  part  of  the  church  ilfeif;  I  mean 


to 


worn. 

*  *Ti$  Jto  eafy  matter  tn  (lit  Ibe  juft  objv&ed  r»  k;  fi tec  the  words  (d^u 
meaning  ok'  the  Utter  part  of  this  vcrl’e,  as  rerikreil  in  pcrt%  cr*  moll  wminonlv  ir.*d, 
appears  from  tile  many  dirto rent  interpret*-  in  ti c  apnft!«\  to  diftiugtrifl)  oae 

tions,  that  have  b ten  put  upon  it,  which  £t(  o:  pai^ni  fn*m  others;  (ice  the  rv:e 
mmlly  confound,  rather  than  direft  the  on  xt,  *5.)  *nd  fince  it  m*y  naturally 
mind  ;  and  therefore  I  fha.ll  rot  tfcttbleihc  he  kippoivd,  that  he  there  defifrns  lo  faf-.n 
tea  Wei  with  them.  Thar,  twhieh  :r  given  ub.ti.chnd  kid  about  the  Csrhrthi/tnj 
in  the  paraphrase,  feems  t«  be  more  confer-  and  net  tavurnint*  t  Eptlh  v.  a. 

ent  with  the  Grammar  of  the  text,  and  jet  ft  tl  ":r  they  n  iglit  not  think  Ik  meant  k  a* 
of  the  context*  than  any  that  I  have  irr;  ihtui  all  njivvcrJaUy* 
vith  ;  and  I  don’t  know  wliat  can  be  fairly 


Ch.  ii. 


7 hi  fecund  EpiflU  to  the  Con  1NTH  IANS  paraphr&fei,  aoy 

to  thofe  of  you,  that  were  confcientioufly  concerned 
for  God's  glory,  and  the  good  of  the  man's  own  foul : 

1  fay  it  was  a  grief  to  fuel),  that  I  may  not  be  thought 
to  exceed  in  my  accufation  of  you,  as  a  body  as  though 
I  took  all  of  you  to  be  as  unaffected  with  his  cafe, 
as  thofe  were,  whom  1  had  in  mine  eye,  when  I  re¬ 
proved  you  for  not  mourning  on  his  account,  nor  being 
ready  to  exclude  him  your  holy  communion. 

e  Sufficient  to  6  Ye  having  now  difeharged  your  duty  in  calling 
futh  a  man  is  him  out  of  the  church,  as  my  beloved  brother  Titus  in- 
form*  me  5  T“*  6—13.)  and  Chrift  having  blef- 

ud  of  many.  fed  his  own  inftitution  for  bringing  him  to  repentance  ; 

this  awfpl  ccnfure,  which  was  paffed  upon  him,  by  the 
fuffrage  and  approbation  of  the  whole  community,  or 
at  lead  of  the  majority  of  the  brotherhood,  is  all  the 
rebuke  and  difcountenance,  that  ye  ought  now  to  give 
him  j  it  having  proved  diffident,  through  divine  grace 
to  humble  him,  and  fo  to  anfwer  its  happy  and  delired 
end  upon  him. 

t  So  that  coo-  y4  So  that- now,  in  (lead  of  carrying  it  ihy  and  diflant 
Irthu  £  and  dealing  harfliiy  with  him,  ye  ought,  on  the  con¬ 

join,  hkI comfort  trary,  to  pafs  by  his  offence,  as  one,  whom  ye  have 
him,  left  perhaps  ground,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  to  believe  God 
b^fwalbwedup  himfelf  has  pardoned ;  and  it  is  high  time  for  you  to 
with  overmuch  encourage  and  comfort  him,  and  fo  reftore  him  to  bis 
fcfrow.  church  (late  among  you,  as  one  who  has  feen  his  fin, 

who  loatbs  and  abhors  himfelf,  and  is  deeply  abafed  in 
bis  own  eyes,  and  afBi&ed  for  it ;  and  is  enabled,  to 
turn  from  it  :  the  mod  gentle  and  compadionate  me¬ 
thods  fhould  now  be  taken  with  him  ;  left,  poffibly  one 
of  fo  contrite  a  fpirit,  fhould  be  overwhelmed  with  the 
exceflive  diilrefs  of  his  mind,  and  link  into  utter  des¬ 
pair. 

a  Wherefore  l  g  j  therefore  would  now  become  as  zealous  an  advo- 

tindccn  yoUj  that  ^1*111  *  r  t  -  .  _ 

yc  wmikl  cnnfinn  cate  for  this  humble  pem  cent,  as  I  was  before  agamft 
your  love  towards  him,  while  he  perilled  in  his  vicious  courfe;  learned- 
hini‘  ly  intreat,  and  exhort  you  («?** *lu)  to  behave  in  fuch 

a  friendly  manner  towards  him  as  (hall  carry  the  plained 
con vi£t ion,  that  your  dealings  with  him,  from  firft  to 
jail,  have  not  proceeded  from  any  hatred  to  his  perfori,  but 
only  to  his  enormous  crime,  and  from  a  ftneere  concern 
for  his  fpiritual  benefit;  and  £  infill  upon  it,  that,  not- 
withilanding  his  great  fall,  ye  would  now  demondrate 
and  ratify  {*«(>«»**)  your  love  to  him,  in  the  tnoft  affec¬ 
tionate  and  public  manner,  by  cordially  receiving  him 
again  into  your  holy  fellowship  and  performing  all  offices 
0?  kindnefs  to  him,  as  a  reftored  brother. 

j>  For 


ao8  The  fecond  EptftU  to  the  Coh.1nthi.ans  paraphrased  Ch.  ii. 


p  Par  to  this 
cod.  alio  did  I 
write,  that  1 
might  know  the 
proof  of  you, 
whether  ye  be  o- 
bedient  hi  all 
things. 


to  To  whom 
ye  forgive  njr 
thing,  1  forgive 
alfo:  for  if  1  for¬ 
gave  any  thing,  to 
whom  1  forgaveit , 
for  your  lake*  for¬ 
gave  I  it,  in  the 
pcribo  of  Chrift: 


ti  Left  Satan 
ihoold  get  u  ad¬ 
vantage  of  do  for 
ire  are  not  i^no- 
rant  of  hfcdeviccs. 


laTnrthitmore, 
when  I  came  to 
Troai 


9  For  this  alfo  is  one  great  end  that  1  have  propofed 
to  myfelf,  both  in  writing  to  you  before,  to  pals  a  juft 
cenfure  upon  him,  arid  now,  to  releafe  him  from  it, 
(fee  the  note  on  ver .  3.)  that  I  might  try,  and  fee  what 
evidence  you  would  give  of  your  regard  to  my  apofto* 
lick  authority ;  whether,  or  not,  ye  would  own,  and 
fubmit  to  it  in  all  things,  relating  to  difcipline  as  well 
as  do&rine, 

10  And,  (<?')  to  encourage  your  ready  compliance 

with  what  I  now  recommend  to  you,  ye  '  may  be  well 
allured;,  that  whomfoever,  upon  good  proof  given  of 
his  repentance,  ye  embrace  with  brotherly  aile&ion, 
and  re-admit  into  fcliowfhipwith  you,  as  one  whom  ye 
have  forgiven,  1  lilcewife  cheat  fully  concurring  with 
you  therein,  pals  by  his  offence ;  and,  on  fuppofition 
of  the  fincerity  of  his  repentance,  I  folemnly  pronounce 
him  to  be  forgiven  of  God,  who  confirms  in  heaven, 
what  bis  churches  do,  according  to  his  mind  and  will, 
upon  earth :  ( Matth ,  xviii.  18,  and  fee  the  note  on 
Matthy  xvi.  19.)  For  whatever  penitent  among  you 
he  be,  whom  I  in  this  manner  have  forgiven,  it  has 
heen  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  Chrift,  as 
therein  perfonating  him,  and,  as  it  were,  before  his 
face,  in  his  Gght  and  pretence  ;  (*»  and  I  have 

done  this,  out  of  a  fpecial  regard  to  you,  that  I  might 
fhew  you  my  love,  (ver.  4.}  and  my  concern  for  your 
order,  peace,  and  comfort  *,  and  that  be  might  be  Satis¬ 
fied,  as  to  the  warrantablenefs  of  your  procedure  in  re- 
ftoring  fuch  an  one  to  the  church. 

n  1  am  the  more  follicitoos  abouf'your  receiving 
him  again  ;  left  our  great  adverfary  the  devil,  who  en¬ 
vies  the  fuccefs  of  my  miniflry,  tnc  recovery  of  back- 
Aiders,  and  your  edification  and  encreafe,  fhould  pre¬ 
judice  any  perfons  minds  againft  us,  and  make  them  a- 
fraid  of  joining  with  us,  for  being  of  a  rigid,  unfor¬ 
giving,  and  fevere  temper ;  or  left  he  fhould  diicoarage 
any  among  yourfelves,  -and  hurry  them  into  defpair,  or 
into  apoftacy ;  and  fo  fhould,  one  way  or  other,  over¬ 
reach  and  circumvent  us :  For  we  have  had  fo  many 
proofs,  and  fo  much  experience  of  his  malicious  de- 
figns,  as  have  (hewn  us  a  great  deal  of  his  febrile  ftra- 
tagems,  who,  like  an  old  lerpent,  lies  in  wait  to  de¬ 
ceive,  and  to  obftruft  the  progiefs  of  the  gnfpel,  and 
the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  church. 

12  Now  (**)  to  acquaint  you  with  another  thing, 
that  arofe  to  retard  my  coming  to  Corinth^  and  yet  (hows 
my  affc&ion  to  you ;  when  1  went  to  Troas,  in  the 

Idler 


Trsis  co  preach 
CSrift'*  gofpcl, 
and  a  door  was  o- 

P^nd  umo  me  of 

the  Lord. 


13 1  had  no  reft 
h  my  fpirii,  be- 
eiufi:  I  found  not 
Titus  my  brother: 
but*  taking  my 
leave  of  them,  I 
went  from  thence 
bio  Macedonia. 
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Icffer  Ajia*i to  preach  the  gofpet,  which  Chrift  has  com¬ 
muted  to  me*  and  which  principally  treats  of  him,  and 
of  falvation  atone  by  him  ;  ami  when,  at  my  arrival  thiw 
ther,  t  found  the  Lord  Jefus  had  fo  difpoTtd  men's  {pi¬ 
nts,  by  retraining  enemies*  and  inclining  many  to 
hear  the  word,  that  there  was  liberty  and  opportunity  of 
preaching  with  hopeful  profpefh  of  fucceft,  1  was  in* 
duced  to  flay  fome  time  in  thofe  parts* 

13  Neverthelefs,  fuch  was  my  anxiety  about  yon* 
that  1  could  not  beeafy  in  my  own  mind*  becaufe  I  did 
not  meet  with  my  dear  brother  77/ai,  there*  as  I  ex- 
pefted,  that  I  might  (earn  from  him,  what  effe£t  my 
former  letter  had  upon  you,  and  how  things  flood  with 
you,  as  to  your  fptritual  affairs  *  but  talcing  myfarewel 
of  the  church  at  that  place,  I  travelled  from  thence  into 
the  province  of  Macedonia  in  fcarch  of  him  ;  where  at 
length  1  found  him,  who  gave  me  a  very  comfortable 
account  of  your  humblenefs  of  mind,  and  earned  defire 
to  rectify  what  had  been  amifs  1  and  of  youraffcftionaie 
difpofitions  toward  me.  {chap,  viu  6,  7*} 

14  Now,  bleflcd  be  the  father  of  mercies,  that  not- 
which™0  J****'"  withftanding  the  great  oppofmon,  and  fore  tribulations 
ciufcih  astotri*  of  various  Linds,  which  have  befallen  me,  and  other 

fellow-labourers  ;  he,  in  his  wonderful  condefcenfioti 
and  grace,  always  gives  us  rich  occafionsfor  and  carries 
our  fouls  into  a  holy  rejoicing  in  Chrift,  even  unto  ex¬ 
ultation,  as  making  os  more  than  conquerors  over  ' all 
our  enemies,  through  him,  who  has  loved  us,  and  is 
the  glory  of  our  mini  dry  :  And  we  can  never  he  thank¬ 
ful  enough  to  God,  who  not  only  reveals  Chrift  by  our 
numflrations ;  but  makes  his  name  and  gofpei  exceed* 
ing  precious  and  delightful,  tike  the  mod  fragrant  oim** 
ment  poured  forth,  which  fills  the  air  with  a  pleaf<nt 
perfume,  and  is  exceeding  grateful  to  alt  within  it’s 
reach  ;  And  who  makes  our  labours  acceptable  to  h:.m- 
felf,  like  odours  of  incenfe,  and  facrifices  of  a  Tweet 
fmelling  Savour,  through  Jefus  Chrifl,  at  Corinth ,  as 
well  as  among  all  forts  of  people  wberefoever  we  come. 

15  For,  in  the  faithful  difehargt  of  our  com  mi  (lion, 
we  are  well  pleafing  to  God,  on  Chrift’a  account,  and 
in  the  reference  that  our  doftrine  and  fcrviccs  have  to 
him;  both  with  rcfpeck  to  thofe  that  are  effectually 

wrought 

T  E. 

ers  think,  that  U  w«»ben  tire  apoflle  paflU 
from  Kfhtfi o,  and  took.  Trwi  in  his  wiy  to 
Mitcdoaia*  A^le  xx.  j  :  And  If  it  was  not 
then,  we  have  no  o'her  account,  in  ihi  A8% 
of  the  Apoftlcs,  to  which  it  can  be  ictatcd. 


14  Now  thinks 


umph  In  Chrift* 
and  maketh  ma- 
nJfeft  the  fa  tour 
«f  his  knowledge 
bv  u«  io  every 
pi  ire. 


t;  For  we  arc 
unto  Cod  a  Tweet 
favour  of  CUrift* 
in 


N  O 

*  This  journey  to  Tran,  was  not  that 
nrentioned  in  Afti  aei.  &.  which  wat  fang 
before;  nor  was  it  that  in  AHi  xi.  0,  which 
wi*  from  Phi  tip  pi  in  Jtlaudfinja  j  to  Tndf 
■whereas  this  vu  from  Treat  to  AfawJ»is 
{vtr.  13,)  Bat  the  t^neralrty  *rf  interpret 
Vou  IV,  t 
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jn  them  that  art 
froed,  aiidin  them 
that  pcrifh» 


t  it  To  the  one 
we  are  the  favour 
ofj  death  unto 
(kails  j  and  the 
other  :he  favour 
of  life  unt >  life: 
andT*ho  Ufnffid- 
ent  fur  tlicfc 


wrought  upon  by  it*  and  enabled  to  believe  to  the  lav¬ 
ing  of  their  fouls*  as  thr  glory  of  his  grace  \%  exalted  in 
them  *  and  with  refpc£i  to  thofe  that  reject  thegofpel* 
through  their  obltinacy  and  unbelirT*  to  their  own  per¬ 
dition,  as  the  glory  of  his  juflice  is  difplaytd  in  them  ; 
and  fo  he  favourably  accepts  our  labours  in  his  Son*  not 
according  to  their  fuceefs,  but  according  to  our  right 
principles*  motives*  and  ends*  diligence  and  integrity* 
in  fulfilling  them, 

1 6  To  fome  indeed*  as  tbe  fweetefl  feeat  is 

offenfive  and  pernicious  to  perfons  that  are  Tick,  orthat 
have  an  antipathy  to  it  *  fo  our  preaching  the  pure  gof* 
pci  of  Chrill,  which  U  excellent  in  i:feif,  and  highly 
acceptable  to  God*  is  difagreeable  to  their  carnal  minds* 
which  are  enmity  agninfl  God;  {Rom*  viii,  7*)  and  (as 
though  the  gofpel  were  like  the  miniltration  of  the  law* 
which  kills  inflead  of  giving  life*  cb&p *  tii*  6  )  it  even* 
tually  increafes  their  fpiritoal  death  and  condemnation* 
even  to  eternal  deftruffron*  through  the  depravity  of 
their  own  hearts*  which  obftimtdy  reject*  pervert  and 
abufe  it :  Hut  to  others*  (*'*  *>)  it  is  a  reviving  and  de¬ 
lightful  odour*  which  through  the  attending  power  of 
the  (pint*  recovers  them  from  the  death  of  fin*  to  the 
life  of  righteoufnefs*  and  continues  to  he  a  fweet  re fre fit¬ 
ment  to  them  afterwards,  under  all  their  foul-ficknefleS 
and  faintings,  troubles  and  trials*  till  it  iffues  in  their 
complete  enjoyment  of  eternal  life.  How  afFe£ting  and 
important  are  thefc  events  jrf  our  minjftry !  and  how 
great  is  the  difficulty  of  fulfilling  it*  in  a  wife  and  faith¬ 
ful  manner*  with  an  humble*  holy*  and  dtfinttrefted 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  Chrift*  the  manifefbation  of  the 
truth  to  the  confidences  of  our  hearers*  and  the  good  of 
immortal  fouls;  and  with  a  fuitable  add  refs  to  different 


perfons  and  cafes*  that  every  one  may  have  his  portion 
in  due  feafon  !  what  vain  pretender*  like  your  falfe 
teachers,  can  be  fit  to  engage  in  this  arduous  and  folemn 
fervicc  ?  Nay*  who  of  himfelf*  be  he  the  beftaod  great- 
cil  man  upon  earth*  {chap*  iii.  tj*)  is  ccjual  to  it*  and 
capable  of  going  through  it*  with  fiich  a  temper  of  fpi- 
rit*  as  becomes  him  ;  and  to  fuch  advantage,  as  is  molt 
defirable  ?  And  yet  I  fay  that  our  faithful  labours  are 
acceptable  to  God  in  Chrift*  whatever  the  iffues  of  them 
may  he  to  others, 

tj  For  wc  are  17  For  we  are  not  like  many  of  the jud&izing  teach- 
which^romTtihA  era  who  adulterate*  and  debafe  the  pure  aod  glorious 
voider  Cod:  bat  gofpel  of  the  blefled  God*  by  mingling  legal  obfer- 
«  vanccs*  and  human  inventions  with  ir*  to  ferve  their 
own  pride  and  avarice*  as  rintoerg  corrupt  tbeir  neat 

wines 
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w\nes*  (*ajnXitl**Tti)  by  injurious  mixtures  far  the  fakf  of 
GfbtofGod^k  :  But  we  preach  the  true  and  genuine  gofpd  of 
vein  Chrift.  Chrifl  inure*  jutt  as  we  received  it  from  him,  without 
any  alterations*  additions*  or  frcuJar  views,  as  wbb  *i\ 
honeft  plain  heartednefs,  free  from  craft,  or  deceit 
{chap*  iv.  2.}  and  as  by  the  authority,  guidance,  and  in¬ 
fluence  of  God  himfelf ;  and,  in  all  our  difeourfes,  we 
fpeafc.  confcientioufly,  as  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  the* 
pmnifeient  God,  looking  for  all  acceptance  with  him,' 
in  and  through  the  great  Mediator,  who  is  the  govern¬ 
ing  fubjeft  of  our  mini  ft  ry* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  tender  love  and  concern  have  faithful  paftors  for  their  Bocks  !  They 
arc  exceeding  folHcitous  about  their  affairs  ;  they  make  their  furrows  and  joys 
their  own,  and  are  wilting  to  keep  upas  good  all  opinion  ofthtm,  as  potfible; 
they  are  grieved  at  heart.  When  any  of  them  fall  into  {in,  and  perfifi  with  fuch  ob- 
fiinacy  in  it,  as  to  oblige  the  church  to  caft  them  out  of  it’s  communion;  they  arc 
carncltty  deftrous  that  fuch  offenders  may  be  brought  to  repentance,  and,  upon 
good  evidence  that  they  are  fo,  would  have  them  reftoredto  the  fellowship*  and 
affetfion  of  the  whole  community,  left  they  ftiouldbefwallowed  up  with  overmuch 
fnrrow,  And  why  frouM  not  churches  take  ofT  their  cenfiires.  when  the  proper 
ends,  for  which  they  were  inflicted,  are  anfwered?  To  be  unforgiven  toting 
whom  we  have  ground  to  hope  God  has  pardoned,  U  x  ufobediencc  to  Chrift’a 
authority ;  and  gives  Satan  an  advantage*  agaiuft  the  humble  penitent,  to  drive  him 
to  Jcfpair;  and  againft  the  church,  to  bring  an  odium  upon  it,  as  though  \t  wtrn: 
uncharitably  fevere.  Ant!  alas!  How  many  are  the  wiles  of  1  be  devil,  for  frp- 
planting the  canfe  ofChrift,  which  it  is  our  wifdoni  and  duty  to  obfrrvc,  anti 
guard  againft!  But  hlctfed  be  God,  who  will  make  his  precious  gofprl  trium¬ 
phant,  to  the  joy  of  his  fcrvanU,  whoft  confcicnces  bent  witneft  to  their  intcaTi-  ' 
ty,  in  defiance  of  all  opposition;  and  will  take  plcafure  in  it’s  miniftritions,  whe¬ 
ther  they  iffhe  in  the  righteous  deftra&pn  ofthofc,  whofe  c*arn.ri  hearts  arc  av<;rfc 
toil;  or  in  the  fpiritual  line  and  eternal  falvntion  of  Chafe,  that  believe  through 
grace.  O  how  Awful,  on  one  hand;  bow  delightful,  on  the  other ;  aud  how  dif¬ 
ficult  aiuj  important,  on  the  whole,  is  the  work  of  the  miniftry  1  We  may  welt 
cry  out,  who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ?  And  if  any  are  wife  and  faithful  ftew- 
ards  in  dtfpenfing  them,  and  that  with  good  cHeft*  it  is  all  of  God.  Wo  be  it  to 
thofe,  the  number  of  which  is  too  great,  that  corrupt  the  limplieity  of  the  gofpcl ; 
but  they  who,  through  divine  light  ?nd  influence  preach  and  maintain  the  puri¬ 
ty  of  ii/s  do^frincsi  according  to  the  word  of  God,  as  in  the  integrity  of  their 
hearts,  with  difin  ter  riled  views,  and  as  under  his  all-feeing  eye,  may  be  humbly 
confident,  for  their  encouragement,  that  whether  their  luccefs  be  more  orleis, 
they  and  their  labours  fhall  be  gracioufly  accepted  of  him  in  the  beloved* 


CHAP*  III. 

The  &poftk  appeals  to  the  Corinthians  for  the  good  effects  ef  hit  mtnijhy 
upon  tbemy  the  glory  of  which  be  aferihs  intirclf  to  God,  3, — 5. 
Shews  the  prrfcrcnce  of  the  gofpet  to  the  legal  adminifl ration ,  6,—i  r* 
And  that  his  preaching  it  was  fuitahh  to  it's  excellency  and  evidence  ^ 
and  had  an  enlightening  and  transforming  ejfcacy7  through  tic  power 
of  the  foly  Ghofl  10. 


Para- 
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Text* 

T\0  wc  begin  a- 
^  gain  tty  eom- 
ihend  trtufjlvcs  ? 
or  need  we,  a$ 
fcme  others,  e- 
pi<'l«  of  com^ 
condition  to  you, 
or  letter h  of  com* 
mcadatioa  from 
foil  i 


i  Ycarecure* 
pUHe  written  in 
nurhcari^kno^n 
and  read  of  all 
men ; 


*3  Fora  (much  a* 
yc  are  maiircflfir 
dedarec  to  he  tire 
epifUc  of  Chrifi, 
mtniftred 


PdlUP^RASE. 

DO  wc*  the  Minifters  of  Chrift;  and  particularly  do 
I  myfelf,  who  am  chiefly  flruck  at  by  the  falie  a- 
polUes,  and  fpcak  with  a  fpccial  eye/o  my  own  juft  and 
netefliry  vindication  *;  Do  we  I  fay  now  again  begin* 
like  vain  glorious  per  fens,  to  fet  out  our  own  praifes*  by 
avowing  our  fincerity  and  fidelity*  [chap.  ii.  17.)  as 
feme  may  ccnfure  us  for  having  done  before,  in  the 
former  epiftle,  chap *  iv  ?  No,  we  are  far  from  feeking 
glory  of  men;  (1  ThcjJ*  ii.  6.)  but  it  is  for  your,  ami 
the  gofpei’s  fake*  that  we  fay  any  thing  of  that  afpefl: 
{ chap .  v*  12.)  Or  do  we  (land  in  need,  as  the  falfe  a- 
poftlcs  do*  of  any  letters  of  recommendation  from  other 
churches*  to  ingratiate  ourfelves  with  you  l  Or  hare  we 
any  occafion  lor  your  giving  us  a  good  ebarafter,  to  in* 
troducc  us  to  the  favour  of  others  ?  No*  we  neither  aft, 
nor  need  any  fuch  thing  of  you,  or  them, 

2  Ye  yourfelves,  the  dear  feals  of  our  miniftry*  (1 
Cor.  ix,  2*)  are  our  letters  teftimonial,  every  way  better, 
and  more  convincing  in  themfelves*  and  more  defirable 
in  our  account*  than  the  higheft  encomiums,  that  words 
could  heap  upon  us;  teflimonials  fo  deeply  impreffed 
on  our  hearty  that  we  can  neverforgetthem*  nor  think 
of  them  without  joy  and  praife;  and  fo  evident  to  all  a* 
round  you,  that  they  cannot  but  be  legible,  and  known 
amongft  all,  that  are  acquainted  with  you*  or  have 
heard  of  God's  remarkable  work*  through  our  labours* 
upon  you,  __ 

3  For,  by  the  gifts  and  graces  bellowed  upon  you* 
ye  are  openly  manifefted  to  be  Ch rill’s  own  cpilUe* 
which  he  has  formed,  and  publilhed  to  the  world,  by 
means  of  qur  .minillrations  in  his  name;  an  cpifilc 
written,  not  with  ink,  like  tbofe  which  the  falfe  apoftles 
want  from  you,  and  which  arc  the  only  ones*  that  ye 
could  write  for  them*  or  us;  but  an  epittle  formed  by 
the  powerful  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  is  dTen- 
tially  one  with  the  Father  and  Son,  as  a  man's  foul  is 
with  him  fell  f,  and  is  the  Spirit  of  the  only  true  God* 

who 


NOTES. 

*  ThongTi  the  apo(He  principally  ini  ends  of  Cbrijty  agirellasor  the  Etfh.tr*  but  Kke- 
himfq[fT  mort  dircjflly  affected  hy  the  re-  irife  from  the  Cartxthians  being  culled  in  the 
|>rrachc*  of  his  ad«ifwiej,  and  viufin'nl  former  part  of  ihii  verie,  ibt  tpifljctf  Cbrtff* 
•gain ft  rhemj  y«  he  firms  to  indndc  hii  01  the  proper  author  of  it  ;  in  diiiinflm 
brethren,  fiich  as  Tiwibj  SHmfwtsf  and  from  the  minin^y  concern,  that  thcapos- 
Titavwbo  are  mentioned,  chop.  L  r,  ip,  tie  had  in  formhg  it ;  And  fince  the  Sprit 
and  ii,  1 j*  partly  to  Icrcnc  himiiJf  from  ea-  u  here  fpoken  of,  as  the  immediate  divine 
▼y,  and  partly  tn  defend  thdr  chirattcra  to*  4gtnt|  who  wroie  this  Jpi’HVf  epiJNfy  or  wv 
jerher  with  hie  own.  olio  to  confttW  him  if  cjbhir*!i/  one  wii!\ 

f  That  Cbrifi  U  included  in  fh<  Awn/  Gvd  though  ptrfinoll)  diflinO  from,  the  Father 
here  mentioned,  appear*  not  only  from  the  and  Son.  (fie  the  uoteon  t  £7er.  si*  11: 
being  in  Other  ptwc*  rtilttl  fit  Spirit 
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"rUtcii^  ^  W^°  ^as^c  fleceflarily  in  himfelf,  and  is  rhc  fountain 

anc*  K*ver  of  it  ^  others;  and  a:i  eptftle  written,  not 
f^intotthclinns  like  the  moral  law  of  ten  commandments  in  tables  of 
mj-t  of’fltnir  ^0fK5  xxm  i2y  and  xxxiv.  1*)  nor  in  unrege- 

iidMy  ncratc  hearts,  that  arc  dead  and  fcnfelefs,  obdurate  and 
irjrtoftMicart.  unyielding,  as  a  (lone;  but  in  the  under  and  pliant,  li¬ 
ving  and  fen  fib  te  tables  of  your  fouls,  which,  being  re¬ 
newed  by  grace,  are  made  fufceptible  and  retentive  of 
every  fpiritual  and  holy  impreflion,  according  to  the 
new  covenant  promife,  that  God  will  take  away  the  de¬ 
ny  heart  out  of  his  peoples  fle(h,  v*od  will  give  them  an 
heart  of  fldfh.  ( Ezik  xxxvi,  26  ) 

4  And  fuch  4  And  we  have  hope  toward  God,  thro*  our  Lord 
£.lEh  &»iftw  J*ft»  Chrift,  that  this  happy  cfT-ft,  according  to  the 
God-J^rd.  promife,  is  indeed  wrought  in  you;  and  .hatour  mtnif- 
try  lhall  ftitl  be  owned  of  him,  and  made  fuccefsful,  in 
producing  the  fame  good  cffe£t  upon  many  others  to 
his  glory  and  the  further  vindication  of  our  character. 

N<*  (hat  wt  5  Not  that  w *  alTume  any  honour  to  ourfclves?  no, 
itt  of  ve  frankly  acknowledge  that,  as  10  any  ability  of  our 

ouTfefre  to  think  own,  if  left  to  ourfelves,  we,  like  other  men,  are  ut* 

ourfrlm*  ^but  tcriy  hicipable  of  fo  much,  as  thinking  one  jruly  good 

our  fuffitWury  h  an^  fp ‘ritual  thought  *;  much  left  are  we  able,  of  our- 

«f  God ;  felves,  to  reafon  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  that!  be 

effcQual  to  the  converfion  of  others:  But  all  our  fuffici- 
ency  or  fitnefs,  for  one  and  the  other,  is  entirely  and  a- 
lone  of  God,  by  the  operation  of  his  Spirit  in  us,  and 
with  os:  We  therefore  humbly  rely  upon  him  for  it, 
and  aferibr  the  glory  of  it  all  to  him, 

6  who  3[|<>  6  Who  has  gracioufly  furnifhed  us  with  every  need*- 

hirhmii’cnsabft  fa]  qualification,  and  gives  us  all  feafonablc  afliftances, 
l0  njake  us  faithful,  and  fucccfeful  minifies  of  the  gof- 
not  of  the  Jct^r!  PCU  which  exhibits  the  new  covenant,  in  its  uemott  e- 
but  vidence,  freenefs,  and  fulnefs,  as  it  is  now  cun  firmed 
by  the  death  of  Cliritl;  minifters,  I  fay,  not  of  the  law^ 
which  the  judaizitig  teachers  are  fo  fond  of,  and  which 
may  be  Called  the  letter)  in  allufion  to  God's  literally 
writing  its  moral  precepts  by  his  own  finger,  or  extra¬ 
ordinary  power;  ( Exod.  xxxi*  18,  and  Dent*  ix*  10-) 
and  :o  intimate  the  weaknefs  of  the  then  prefan  difpen- 
farion,  as  in  itfelf  a  dead  letter:  But  he  has  made  us 
Minifters  of  the  gofpelj  which  was  not  only  indited  by. 


NOTE. 

*  apoflle  feems  to  argue  from  the  thought!,  and  produce  an  eflefhnl  und  tho- 
kf^lo  ihc  greyer;  II1  they  were  not  fufficlcirt  rnu^Ji  chanirc  i>i  their  harts,  by  all  then- 
o;  themfdvcs  to  do  folnull  a  thing,  as  to  turn  r^fodug  with  tUzm  \  but  ill  mull  he 
think  a  good  (Sought,  that  Qwtild  be  pica-  fcurvU*  (o  u<c  i-iwci  of  God  u’ork- 

lint*  to  Go  lf  and  beneficial  to  their  *r*n  iotils  in£  iu  bj+ 

IcJi  ccdd  they  irSyirt  others  fli:h  tiidi 
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but  of  the  fpirlf : 
for  the  letter  kill- 
e:h  bjt  t  ^  ^  tpivit 
jketh  life* 


}  But if them i* 
nutrition  of 

death,  writtcnaW 
engrwen  In 

ft  ones  v  wifi  glori¬ 
ous,  to  Unit  the 
children  vf  liWl 
coali  not  ftedfart- 
ly  behftU  the  face 
of  Mo  fa,  for  the 
f-ory^thjfi  chun- 
tcuar-cc,  which 

jf/crj  Wd*  to  be 
done  away ; 

8  How  (tail  not 
the  minilhatton 
ofthe  jpiritbcia-' 
tiier  ^brkwfi? 


hut  is  Itkewife  accompanied  with  the  holy  Spirit,  as  the 
moans  by  which  he  works,  and  in  the  difpenfation  of 
which  he  is  given,  to  make  it  efficacious  to  faying  pur- 
poics;  and  therefore  takes  its  denomination  of  fpirit 
from  him,  in  op  petition  to  the  law,  which  was,  in 
great  mtafure  at  lcaft,  deftitute  of  his  energy  *:  For 
the  taw  it  ft  If y  by  flicwing  a  man  his  duty,  and  giving 
him  no  atiiftance  tu  perform  it,  and  yet  condemning 
him  for  every  d^fe£t,  deftroys  all  hope  of  falvarion,  and 
binds  him  over  to  dettnictiou,  while  he  continues  un¬ 
der  it;  But  the  £o//>r/,  attended  with  the  light  and  a- 
gency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  the  means  of  making  dead 
tinners  alive  to  God,  and  of  bringing  them  into  a  ftate 
of  acceptance  with  him  to  eternal  life, 

7,  8.  And  (**)  if  the  law,  which  was  in  itfelf  an  ad* 
miniftraricn  that  tended  to  death,  and  ilTued  in  endlefs 
deftru£Hoiwo  all,  that  were  left  under  it,  without  look¬ 
ing  any  further;  and  which  was  written  in 

letters  of  God’s  own  forming,  and  engraven  on  tables 
of  done;  if  this  law  was  delivered  with  a  glory,  («*?*) 
when  God  appeared  in  awful  folemnityat  mount  Sinaij 
and  converted  with  Mofes  in  fuch  an  immediate  manner, 
as  imprcdld  To  (Inning  a  glory  upon  his  countenance, 
that,  when  he  returned  to  the  people,  its  luflre  was  too 
tlazning  for  the  lfraslites  to  look  upon  it  with  fledfaft* 
nefs,  becaufe  of  the  more  than  human  brightnefs,  that 
was  fhed  upon  it;  which  brighmefs  was  to  laft  but  a 
little  while,  to  intimate  that  the  dark  difpenfation,  they 
were  then  under,  mutt  continue,  till  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  its  pretigurative  defign  in  Chrtft:  If,  I  fay, 
there  was  fuch  a  vifible  glory  in  this  terrible  difpenfation, 
and  fuch  an  honour  was  put  upon  Mofts  in  mi  ni  firing  jr, 
how  much  greater  glory,  of  a  fpiritual -nature,  mull 
there  be  in  the  delightful  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel, 
which  is  attended  with  the  enlightning  and  quickntag, 
fanftifying,  and  faving  operations  of  the  blefEed  fptrjr; 
and- is  the  means,  by  which  his  gifts  and  graces  are  con¬ 
veyed  to  them  that  believe  t  And  how  much  more  ei* 

cellcnt 


NOT  E 


*  It  ;fi  apparent  to  me,  that  hr  the  inter 
ms  In  ii,  17.  fo  Jiei'C,  the  apoftlt  meant 

th;  difpfnftlhiti  which  he  afterwards 

Ciilja  /if  ntliiftrsfc:}  vf  dex tht  and  einlanne* 
tfour  vlt.  t.  o;  find  i  Vi  at  by  Sp;r;ft  he  mean  $ 
th*  gtfpei  which  be  ra!U  die  «ii- 

vr/#rjitf«r  of  lit?  Spirt,  and  of  rlghUoitf-tcfy^ 
vfr,  a.  o  :  For  he  a!i  along  111*  one  of  ilu-ic 
if)  opFofjdnn  to  nt  other  ;  the  Kelt  of  wlt'ch 
may  be  called  th?  k?s*rt  aod  the  tlco’td,  the 
Spirit  w  for  realcos  frivol  tn  the  paraph  rate  : 
Jvrt  though  by  (le  the 

tf/  -7.  J  tJndtizi.sSi'jiii  he  -etuii  ciofl 


inwedialtfj-  tn  point  at.  the  maml  he,  to* 
gether  w:  h  ft*s  curie,  **  woven  intothna'f- 
roiiii(lrar^n  ;  ye:  he  defaced  to  include  the 
w  hole  cf  the  \hfidse  or  legal  dHpen&tian 
For  when  in  another  view  he  (peak*  a*  it 
dt  that  wbkh  U  done  amt  at t  and  was  repre- 
/ectod  by  the  veil  which  Aloft  s  put  on  bh  fdic 
vcr.  n,  i )»  he  tnoft  £rettfy  Intends  ihe-v- 
rtmanial  bv  ;  and  fa  confideratbc  Old  Tcji- 
ver.  rrthe  whole  of  ihe  Jev  :1 
dif^enfa:ion,  a?  obscure,  and  iofullicicn!. 
ilicii',  f;ir  bringing  in  n^htco'jihefs  unt  iH-’'- 
in  r>^pcij:;ou  to  die  gothd  acUnbiillratiojt 
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p  For  if 

niftra  ton  oi  con* 
tl  cm  nation  Ik  g \o* 
r>\  much  im>!c 
thd  miiiil'- 
irarion  of  r^Iitc- 
oa  in  eft  exceed  iii 

(1.TJT. 


10  For  even  that 
»liich  w=s  maJe 
glorious  had  ro 
$)ory  in  this  TC" 
ipedl,  hj  r.ifon 
of  he  glory  that 
cxctfhth. 


rt  For  if  that 
vbkh  if  done  i- 
way  wa*  glorious, 
much  more  that 
which  rtuwbeth 
i±  gloriout. 


ti  feeing  then 
that  we  Have  fnch 
hope,  we  ufc 


cellem  and  amiable  mud  the  glory  be,  which  it  puts  u- 
pon  the  Rlinifters,  who  are  qualified  and  authorized  to 
preach  it*  and  upon  thofe  that  by  fimli  receive  if,  and 
are  themfclvea  transformed  imo  its  glorious  li tenets/ 
(  ver .  i  B *J 

p  For  if  there  was  fuch  a  glory*  as  we  plainly  fee 
there  was  a  very  awful  one,  in  Ehe  miniftry  that  left 
the  people  under  a  fentcnce  of  condemnation;  fundy 
then,  the  mini  [by  of  the  gofpel,  in  which  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  God  is  revealed,  fjr  the  juftift  cation  of  every 
true  believer  in  Chrift ;  and  by  means  of  which,  faith 
icfclf*  whereby  wc  believe  unto  right eoufnefs,  is  wrought 
iu  the  heart;  (Rom*  i-  17,  and  x-  4,  jo,  17.J  this  ik 
luflrious  and  powerful  mini  dry  muff  needs  be  as  much 
more  abundantly  tranfeendent  in  its  endearing  excellence 
and  honour,  as  tht  divine  glory,  which  fhines  forth  ih 
ri^liteoufnefs  to  eternal  life,  furpafles  that,  which  isdif- 
played  in  condemnation  to  eternal  death- 

10  For  even  the  legal  difpeniarion,  divinely  glorious 
as  it  appeared  robe  in  the  externa!  manner  of  its  ma- 
jeftic  introduction  at  mount  Sinai,  lofes  all  its  luUre, 
and  fades  away,  like  a  lefier  light  at  the  riling  of  a 
greater,  and  admits  of  no  comparifon  with  the  gofpel 
difpenfauon  of  light  and  grace,  becaufr  of  the  fupera* 
bundant  and  permanent  glory  of  this,  beyond  that, 

11  For  if  there  really  was  a  glory  in  the  Old  Tefta* 
ment-difpenfarion,  which,  on  account  of  its  weaknefs 
and  imperfcfiian,  is  now  fee  afide,  and  brought  to  its 
period;  much  more  mult  the  New  Teftament-difpenfa* 
rion  which  U  fo  excellent  in  itfelf,  and  introduces  a 
kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved)  (Keh.  xii,  *3.)  but  (ball 
abide  without  any  alteration  of  its  privileges  and  ordin¬ 
ances  to  the  end  of  time,  be  truly,  emphatically,  and 
beyond  ail  comparifon,  glorious* 

11  Being  therefore,  upon  thefe  con fi derations,  fully 
perfuaded  of  the  fuperior  worth  and  excellency  of  the 


Fr«[  plslnnvft  of  go/pel,  above  the  legal  difpenfcrion  \  and  having  an 
humble  confidence  in  the  Lord,  that  he  will  make  it  ef- 


>3  And  no|iS 
Ma&Sj  #hi<b  put 

trail  ov^r  hisiVc, 
tiat 


fe&ualtothe  faivatioo  of  many  fouls  •>  we  arc  embold¬ 
ened  to  ufe  great  freedom,  opennefs  ami  plain  nefs  in 
our  way  of  preaching  the  word  of  his  grace,  without  a- 
ny  (hynefs,  fear*  or  difguife,  on  one  hand :  or  any  tnt* 
beliifhment  of  human  art*  and  oratory,  as  though  they 
were  needful  to  recommend  it,  on  the  other. 

13  And  we  don’t  go  about,  in  any  manner  to  hide  or 
'Conceal  its  intrinfic,  native  beauties,  as  Mcfes  covered 
his  face  with  a  veil,  to  hide  the  bright  fhirnr.g  of  hia 
countenance  from  the  view  c£  the  ffraclltesi  he  the: e- 

fcy 


that  the  rhildicn 

of  lil-acl  ioM 
not 

to  tlicmd  i-f  Tha 
v-hicb  is  abuiilli- 
ed. 


14  Bat  tbrir 
minds  wcreblind* 
edj  for  until  this 
day  remainethihc 
time  tail  jintiken 
awiV  ,  m 
tiding  of  the 
OM  Tefl'*mei>t ; 

which  vfl'it  is  done 
away  in  Chrft. 


11 6  The ficond  EpifiU  to  the  Corinthian  paraphraf&L  Ch*  til 

by  intimating,  in  an  emblematical  way,  that  partly 
through  the  obfeurity  of  the  difpenfation  they  were  un¬ 
der,  and  partly  through  the  carnality  of  their  own  hearts, 
they  could  not  look  through  it,  and  behold  by  afteady 
faith  it's  true  and  ultimate  feepe  and  dcfigni  or  take  in 
clear  conceptions  of  the  antitype  and  fgbuance  of  thofe 
legal  types  and  (hadows,  which  are  now  no  longer  to  be 
ufrd  in  religious  worfhip,  as  having  been  fulfilled  in 
Chrift. 

14  But  their  intellectual  powers  (*rapM^  were  ftu- 
pified  and  blinded ;  their  beans,  being  as  hard,  as  the 
tables  of  (tone,  pn  which  the  moral  law  was  written, 
{yer*j*}  and  their  thoughts  as  obfeure,  as  the  types 

tjj*  and  fhadows,  which  referred  to  the  things  of  the  gof* 
pel:  [ver+  iV)  And  though  that  gloomy  difpenfation 
is  now  brought  to  an  end,  and  fucceeded-by  one  more 
excellent,  which  explains  it;  yet  the/w^r<3/«darknefi 
of  the  minds  of  the  unbelieving  Jew^  who  (till  ad* 
here  to  it,  effe&ually  hinders  their  difeeming  the  great 
and  glorious  things  intended,  and  prefigured  by  it :  For 
to  this  very  day,  the  fame  veil  of  ignorance  and  blind* 
jiefe  mil  covers  their  understandings,  when  they  read 
the  Old  Te (lament  writings,  as  if  the  object  lay  as 
much  concealed,  as  ever,  under  the  veil  of  diiiant 
predi£tions,  and  obfeure  types  and  figures  This  oh* 
jeStive  veil  is  now  removed  by  the  coming  of  Chfift, 
and  by  the  clear  explications  of  the  New  Teftament, 
which  (hew  how  exactly  and  completely  all  is  fulfilled, 
by  what  he  has  done  and  fuffered,  who  is  the  end  of  the 
taw  for  rigkteovfncfs  to  every  one  that  believes ;  (Rom* 
r.  «*)  and  ihe  fsbjeRive  veil  itfelf  is  uken  off  from  the 
minds  of  true  believers,  by  the  illuimnattou  of  his 
Spirit,  to  lead  them  into  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.  . 

15  But  I  fay,  with  refpect  to  the  unbelieving  carnal 
Jei jj,  that  even  to  this  very  day,  amidft  fo  clear  a  re¬ 
velation  of  the  object  itfcjf  in  gofpei  light,  there  (till 
remains  fuch  an  internal  (jarknefs  upon  their  underftand- 
ings,  through  their  own  pride,  lulls,  and  prejudices, 
hardnefs  of  heart,  and  foodnefs  for  ceremonial  obfer- 

,  Vances,  and  for  fetting  up  a  righteoufnefs,  of  their 
own,  ss  makes  them  fo  incapable  of  perceiving  things 
in  a  juft  light,  that  when  the  law  of  Mofes  is  read,  as  it 
is  in  their  fynagogues  every  fabbath-dviy,  {AQs  xv,  21.) 

they 

T  E, 

object  itfcir,  as  that  was  bill  under  types  and 
figures.  The  firft  of  theft  is  certainly  in¬ 
tended,  ver*  is,  i4.  and  in  the  former 
purt  of  iJiis  vcrC:;  but  both  may  be  inc!ud- 
iHjn  la  ft  ctaufr,  J$  »Ifb  in  vtrt  l*.  ao- 

co:aili;ig  to  tbe  frnjc  given  in  the  puraphialc* 


Tj  BptevcnnnT 
{otbisday,  when 
Moles 


N  O 

*  The  apofttc  rn&nife{lly  fpeaks  in  ihh 
dilcoiitieof  a  double  veil*  wh*ch  fpriTid  o- 
ycr  (he  an*i  might  be  fouMikeiy 

indicated  by  the  rfiJ  ^  ifrt 
Ter*  r  one  isfrra^t  otl  th^jr  mind^  j*  t&ei 
■were  bhnd<yj;  rnd  the  oilier  iiLrr.al  on  the 
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air 


Mofct  u  rcid,  the 
nii  is  npofl  their 
heart. 


i&  Ncwt  thtlcfs, 
uhen  it  JhaJhufQ 
to  the  l-oni,  the 
tail  (hall he  taken 
away. 


1 1  How  the 
J-orxL  U  that  Spi¬ 
rit  r  and  where 
the  Spirit  of  (he 
Lord  rr,  there  is 
Lbercj. 


,1  But  we  all 
with  npen  face, 
beholding  as  m  a 
phis  the  glory  of 
the  L*rdr  are 
rhmgtd  into  the 
faxe  nnaqr,  from 
gloiy  to  $lwjy  e- 
VtB 


they  can  no  more  difeern  its  true  and  fpiritual  mean¬ 
ing,  in  its  reference  to  Chrift,  than  the  Ifraelites  could 
fee  through  the  veil  on  their  typical  Mediator's  face,  or 
could  flcdfaftljr  behold  the  glory  of  his  countenance, 
when  the  veil  was  removed  from  it,  at  the  delivering  of 
the  law, 

1 6  Neverthelefs,  as  Mofes  took  the  veil  off  from  his 
face,  when  he  turned  from  the  people  to  go  in  before 
the  Lord;  ( Exod .  xxxiv.  34.)  fo  when  ever  the  happy 
time  Dial!  come,  for  the  body  of  that  people  to  be  na* 
t  ion  illy  converted  to  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  or  when  any  of 
their  hearts  (w i\  15  }  {hail  be  effe£tuaily  wrought  up¬ 
on,  by  his  fpiht,  to  turn  to  him,  and  receive  him  by 
faith,  as  the  only  true  Mtffiah,  then  that  internal  veil 
fhali  be  taken  off,  as  the  external  one  is  already;  fo 
that  the  eyes  of  their  underftandings  (hall  be  enlightned 
to  fee  how  ail  the  types,  figures,  and  predictions  of  the 
law  have  a  complete  and  glorious  accompliihmeat  in 
Chrift* 

17  Now  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  will  take  away  this 
internal  veil,  which  lies  upon  their  hearts,  is  himfelf 
in  his  divine  nature,  by  way  of  eminence,  a fpirit%  as 
God  is  faid  to  be;  (John  iv.  24*)  and,  in  his  office  ca¬ 
pacity,  he  is  a  quickning  /pint*  1  Cor.  xy»  4;.)  and  the 
words  that  he  /peaks  are  fpirit  and  life ;  (John  vi*  63*) 
he  having  power  in  himfelf  to  quicken  whom  be  w//, 
(John  v.  21 *}  and  to  convey  the  holy  Spirit,  for  making 
dead  fouls  Jive,  by  means  of  the  gofpel :  And  wherever 
this  divine  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  dwells,  by  way  of 
peculiar  relation  and  vital  operation  in  any  foul,  there 
is  a  bkfled  freedom  from  the  daiknefs  that  had  over- 
fpread  its  mind,  and  from  the  bondage  of  rhe  legal  ad- 
miniftratiqp  5  and  a  correfpondent  freedom  from  the 
guilt  and  power  of  fin,  and  from  the  curfe  and  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  law  and,  in  confequence  of  all  this, 
there  is  a  holy  and  delightful  liberty  of  fpirit,  in  its 
accefs  to  God,  and  communion  with  him,  as  a  recon¬ 
ciled  God  and  Father. 

18  And  (*)  all  of  us  who  believe  in  Chrift,  and 
have  his  fpirit  dwelling  in  us,  being  brought  into  the 
open  light  and  full  liberty  of  the  gofpel-ftatc,  and  be* 
ing  delivered  from  that  ignorance  and  blindnets,  which 
before  covered  our  minds  ;  now  behold  by  faith  the 
unveiled  glory  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  whom  all  the  law 
is  fulfilled,  and  all  the  divine  perfections  are  illuftri* 
oufly  difplayed,  and  harmonically  exalted  :  And  as  the 
fact*  of  Mofis  (hone  with  a  heavenly  likened,  by  the 
imereffion  which  be  received  in  feeing  the  glory  of 

God 


at  8  The Jieond  Eflftk  ti  the  Coeinthiins  f&r&fhraftA*  Ch.  iii. 

Mubrthc  5jw-  God ;  (per.  7*)  fo,  by  the  clear  view  which  Faith  gives 

riiofthe  L©td.  d3  0f  Chrifl*s  glory  in  thegofpel,  as  in  a  mirror  or 
looktng*glafS)  which  fiiftm&Iy  /eprefents  rhe  very  i- 
mage  of  things  in  oppoficicn  Co  the  dark  hints  under 
the  law,  which  were,  at  bed,  but  an  obfeure  (hadow 
of  them  *,  we  are  effectually  transformed  into  Chriffs 
owrt  amiable  and  holy  Hkencfs,  by  a  progreffion  from 
the  glory  of  the  Old  TefUment  to  the  mu^h  brighter 
glory  of  the,  New,  (ver*  7, — 11*)  and  by  a  . glory  re- 
fled  d  upon  us,  and  derived  to  us,  from  his  glory ; 
and  that  from  one  degree  of  grace  and  holinefs  to  ano¬ 
ther,  in  proportion  ro  the  ftrength  and  clcamefs  of  this 
realizing  view,  which  is  glory  begun  *  and  from  the 
beginnings  of  this  divine  work  upon  earth,  to  the  com* 
pleating  of  it  in  heaven,  which  is  grace  perfected  in 
glory ;  And  all  this  is  effefted  by  the  peculiar  agency 
and  impreflion  of  the  Lord,  the  Spirit,  (*VF"  ■*»/*«*:) 
who  is  bimfelf  a  divine  perfon,  and  comes  as  the  fpirit 
of  the  Lord  Chrift  to  glorify  him,  by  means  of  gofpel 
ibtniftr&tionS'.  {Johnxvu  14,) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Bkffed  be  God,  that  our  lot  ts  caft  under  the  gofpei  ftatc,  which  fo  vaftly,  and 
beyond  all  companion,  excels  the  legal  difpenfation  in  glory :  That  of  the  law  wai 
terrible,  but  ibis  of  l'ie  gofpel  is  amiably  glorious;  that  was  full  of  darknds  and 
bondage,  butthh  is  full  of  light  and  holy  liberty :  that  was  a  miniftration  of  death 
and  condemnation,,  but  this  of  fpiritual  life,  and  of  rightcoufncfs,  through  Jrfus 
Chrift,  to  eternal  life ;  that  was  typical  and  figurative,  but  this  brings  in  the  lub- 
ftauee,  which  aniWers  all  that  was  typified  by  tbofc  obfeure  inodes  of  inftru&oii* 


N  0 

*  Asa  jktdtw  give?:  n$  a  much  mare  ifl- 
difttnft  anj  imperf*!!  representation  of  a 
pei-fto,  chan  hfoimggrdotht  the  law  is  hid 
10  hare  a  fiadow  of  goad  fAjiirr  to  oswj%  and 
mt  the  very  image  of  -km ;  (IWi-  x*  c,) 
and  as  feeing  a  maoV  face  in  a  /  tJfjrg  giaft 
girts  ns  a  vail ly-  better  idea  of  him,  than 
■any  (hub*  in  the  world  could  do,  the  light 
of  ihe  gtfid  dtfpsnfatie*  u  hew  fpckei  of  as 
beholding  t eiih  opes  fate  iu  a  gUft i  but  as 
looking  dirrfUy  on  a  pcrfan'ffccc  gives  us  as 
much  better  notion  of  him,  than  merely  fee¬ 
ing  it  in  aglafs,  and  is  indeed  thv  trod  cx- 
ad  and  perfect  way,  in  which  he  con  he 
known;  die  Egbt  ofht&ae*  U  At  nut,  i  Cor, 
xiri.  11  (ice  the  note  there)  is fedug  face  fa 
f*ct+  an dhczvrixg  <htpc  arckno-ar^  and  that 
in  oppiditiof]  to  oar  firing  ir  ayfafi>  which, 
tom  pj  red  wJth  the  hfruenly  vjfion,  U  bat 
darkly  ;  though >  compared  with  the  great 
chfcuriiicsof  the  legal  uifpcri&iion,  it  is  kc~ 
W  5  with  ope  A  fact)  and  xrUbtat  -t  veil  i  and  (b 
this  is  a  beautiful  dcfcriptWin  of  the  light  of 
the  gt>fpd  as  eitcscdiag  that  of  the  hwt  ba: 
falling  Taftly  (bolt  of  which  we 

hive  in  iiiivi «*^-The c^nnctHtiit  of  this  with 
the  fcrc^ohig  vcrG:  nitci^ly  Lids  us  to 


T  E. 

preheud,  that  when  the  apollle  fays,  we  s.7 
with  open  fact  behold  9  See.  he  don’t  mean  on¬ 
ly  hhn:df  and  ocher  miitifters,  (ire  the  oo<c 
on  vtr,  r.)  hut  all  true  believers,  or  ah, 
whom  he  had  been  juft  (pea ting  of,  tha 
fare  to  the  Lord T  have  his  'fpirit  arc  Jet  i--, 
to  the  liberty  of  ihe  gofptt ;  and  wb u  he  heic 
affirms  concern  in  5  lAij  aft  is  do  than 

is  included  in  this  Liberty,  and  belongs  as  a 
common  privilege  and  blcdi^g,  to  every  true 
believer  under  the  gofpel  date.  Ami,  iar- 
think*,  thoiaparaphrafa,  who,  alt  along  bt* 
fore  and  after  this  verie,  tonfi'kr  iff  and  *-#, 
ns  fignilying  only  the  apofile  bimfelf,  and 
accordingly  render  them  1  and  me,  ihotrid  de 
ready  to  allow  that  by  wt  alt  he  mtaiti  Some¬ 
thing  didtrent,  To  as  to  include  the  Chridi- 
a  ns  he  wrote  fo,  andthofc  whom  he  h^ljud 
before  been  deferihitig,  as  well  u  thL  inspired 
mialihrs  of  (he  go'pel  i  an H  wheatvtr  he 
ipcaks  in  the  plural  rumbrr  of  thins1--,  tH: 
are  common  to  faithfLl  ntbiificrs  and 
belierers,  or  that  j;o  into  *he  Chridfao  ivi- 
rikge  and  character,  as  I  Cirnoc  f-s 

why  we  Jbouhl  not  take  them  in  *11 
view*  as  including  both. 
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and  therefore  that  was  to  la  ft  only  for  an  appointed  fcafon,  but  this  has  abollfhed 
it,  and  eseds  in  duration,  ns  well  as  in  many  other  refpedts.  It  being  to  continue 
to  the  end  of  time,  till  it  Audi  iftue  in  sEthe  idory  of  the  belter  world*  What  an  bo* 
nonr  is  it  to  be  put  into,  and  made  faithful  and  fuccefsftil  in*  fuch  a  glorious  mb* 
niftr/  as  this  !  vV  ho  is  fuff  dent  for  it  of  himfclfeor  for  fo  much  aa  thinking  any 
thing  rehung  to  it,  with  Spiritual  advantage  tohiinfdfe  or  others?  All  fufliciency 
of  this  kind  is  intirriy  of  God  ;  and  all  its  laving  effects  are  wrought  by  his  fpirit, 
who  imprefies  lus  word  with  life,  energy,  and  abiding  characters  on  new  hearts, 
which  from  heart*  of  (tone  are  turned  into  hearts  of  ffefh,  and  become  the  living 
epi files  of  Chriit,  that  art  legible  to  all  around  them,  and  arc,  though  not  liQgly 
and  alone,  yet  the  mull  noble  and  delightful  feabi  and  teltfnioniala,  tliat  caa  be 
given  to  mihifterial  labours*  But  alas  i  W  hat  will  this  excellent  and  glorious  di C- 
penJation  of  light  ar*d  grace  avail  thofe,  that  Hill  remain  under  their  native  and 
contracted  bliudefs,  and  chofen  hard  l  ids  of  heart  ?  How  clearly  foever  tbe  light 
may  (hire  round  about  them,  the  internal  veil  upon  their  minds  is  adarknefs  that 
comprehends  it  not*  But,  adored  be  the  riches  of  G^d’s  grace,  there  is  room 
for  hope,  that,  by  ihfe  power  of  his  Spirit,  the  internal  veil  itfelf  may  bo  removed; 
and  when  wc  arc  truly  convened  to  the  faith  of  ChrHt,  by  the  cidighming  and 
heart  changing  operation  of  his  divine  fpirit,  it  is  removed,  and  we  are  admitted 
to  all  the  liberties,  privileges,  acd  bltffings  of  the  New  Ydl  ament- (fate;  and 
while  with  unveiled  face,  feke  that  of  Mofes*  when  he  appeared  before  the  Lord, 
we  by  faith  behold,  in  the  clear  glalsof  gufpd  revelation,  tbe  glory  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  as  a  divine  Saviour,  and  as  the  fuinller  of  tbe  law,  we  fhall  be  moulded  io¬ 
ta  his  holy  iikcnef* from  owe  degree  of  grace  to  another,  til)  we  arrive  at  eternal 
glory,  by  the  transforming  iinprcffeon  of  gofpeL  truths*  upon  our  hearts  from  the 
Lord,  the  Spirit. 


CHAP*  rv. 


The  apefile*  anbnated  by  a.  confideration  of  the  excellency  and  power  of 
the  gofpcUmimjlry*  declares  that  he  and  his  fellow-labourer*  difebarged 
it  with  unwearried  diligence  >  Jinccrity ,  and  faithfulnefs*  though  not 
with  equal  fuccefs  to  ally  i  y*  That  their  fuffe  rings  for  it  were  ex¬ 
ceeding  great,  and  yet  attended  with  rich  fupports^  and  various  ad¬ 
vantages*  8,-12,  And  that  their  profpefts  <f  eternal  glory  were 
their  chief  prefervative  againfi  fainting  under  their  tribulations * 
13, — iS. 


Tut* 

T^Hcrdbrefcring 
*c  hare  this 
mtmftrr,  zs  wc 
ha«  received 
mercy*  wc  faint 
jioi  : 


j  Bbt  h*vc  re- 
nnmcvd  the  hid¬ 
den  things  uf  dit- 
kvuCiiy,no*urdlL- 
ine 


Paraphrase* 

ClNCE  therefore  a  difpenfarion  of  the  gofpel,  which 
^  is  fo  glorious  in  Iifelf,  and  fo  efficacious  and  rranf* 
forming  in  the  hearts  of  true  believers,  by  tbe  attending 
power  of  the  fpirit,  is  committed  to  me  and  my  fellow* 
labourers ;  we  are  animated,  according  to  the  grace  be* 
flowed  upon  ust  and  tbe  companion  our  God  has  {hewn 
us,  under  all  our  weakness  and  trials,  to  go  on  in  the 
difeharge  of  our  important  trud,  without  defpondency, 
cowardize,  or  pinching,  a  raid  ft  all  the  tribulations  and 
reproaches,  that  we  are  loaded  with  for  Ch rift’s  fake* 

2  But,  notvithftanding  tbe  many  temptations  to  tbe 
contrary,  that  be  fetus,  we  have  abanctided  with  abhor¬ 
rence,  and  kept  at  the  remorett  di  fiance  from  all  fecret^ 
dilhouQun&le,  and  fhameful  tricks  and  contrivances. 


MO  Tbejectnd  Epijtle  to  the  CORINTHIANS  paraphafred.  Ch.  iv. 

utf  hLul*fti*(h«  *^at  not  ^ear  the  light  i  fuch  as  the  falfe  teachers 
■  vnrd  ot  Gcd  dfr  go  into,  to  conceal  themfelves  and  their  drfigns ;  but 
cattail^,  but  by  would  be  matter  of  difgrace  to  us,  as  they  really  are  to 
them :  "We  do  not,  like  them,  behave  with  flyiiefs  and 
""■dingmirfthn  fhbtility,  to  over-reach  and  enfnare  the  fouls  of  our 
to  cT-jry  bearers  by  falfe  pretences  ;  but  with  great  Gmplicity  and 

•wrfeitiKc  in  ihc  open  freedom,  to  lead  them  into  the  way  of  falvatioo  by 
**  ot  God.  Jefus  Chrift;  nor  do  we  corrupt  andfalfify 

the  pure  word  of  God,  by  any  additions  or  alterations  of 
our  own,  or  by  attempting  to  accommodate  itto  the  de¬ 
praved  tafte  of  tbofe  that  we  mini  Her  to :  But,  in  preach¬ 
ing  thejruth  of  the  gofpel,  and  nothing  but  what  we 
believe  to  be  fo,  we  endeavour,  as  upright  and  faithful 
Rewards;  to  approve  ourfelves  to  the  conferences  of 
every  ooe,  that  would  judge  impartially  concerning  us, 
as  in  the  fight  and  pre&nce  of  God;  and  we  do  this,  as 
confident)#  ourfelves  to  be  always  under  the  critical  in- 
fpettion  of  his  all-feeing  and.  h  cart-fear  chi  ng  eye,  to 
whom,  we  mud  one  day  give  an  account  of  ourfelves, 
and  of  our  miniftry. 

3  Bat  If  out  3  but  if  after  ail  this  plain  and  faithful  publication  of 
the  gofpel,  which  indeed  is  not  ours,  as  though  we 
that  ue  Wt:  werethc  inventors  .and  authors  of  it,  or  in  forced  it  by 

our  own  authority,  but  the  miniftry  of  which  we  have 
received  from  Chtifl;  (ver.  i.}  if,  I  fay,  this  excellent 
and  glorious  gofpel  is  neverrhelefs  covered,  or  concealed 
from  the  minds  of  any  that  hear  it,  fo  that  they  cannot 
unde  rft  and  or  receive  it,  by  means  of  that  veil  of  ig¬ 
norance  and  blindnefs,  which  remains  on  their  hearts ; 
(chap.  iii.  15.)  it  is  thus  hid  only  from  them,  that  hill 
continue  s  the  loft  andperilhing  condition,  into  which 
they  were  plunged  by  the  fall,  and  in  which  they  abide 
by  their  own  wilful  obfUnacy  and  unbelief,  and,  per¬ 
il  ft  tug  therein,  mull  be  inevitably  loft  and  undone  for 
ever. 

4.  In  whom  tU  4  In  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  their  great  adverfary 
Cad o(tbn«orld  the  Devil,  who  is  worlhipped  by  the  idolatrous  Gentiles 
tah-W-J  as  tbeir  God,  and  is  tamely  fubmitted  to,  and  ferved 
«hich bd kkm  by,  men  of  carnal  minds,  whom  he  tempts,  as  be  pre- 
ldt  the  light  of  fumed  to  do  our  hleffed  Lord  himfelf,  with  the  things 
ibc  of  this  world,  as  though  they  were  ail  at  his  own  dif- 
pofal :  (Matth.  iv.  8,  9.)  in  thefe,  I  fay,  the  great  Ruler 
of  tbe  darktiefs  of  this  world  (Eph.  vi.  12.)  has  had  a 
malignant  influence,  to  increafe,  and  confirm  the  blind- 
nefs  and  ftupidity  of  tbeir  minds,  who  remain  in  unbe¬ 
lief;  he  powerfully  works  in  thefe  children  of  dt {obe¬ 
dience,  (Eph,  ii.  2-)  by  allurements  and  terrors,  and  hy 
every  falfe  fuggdtionaod  delufion,  to  thicken  the  dark- 

nets 


(be  jhricus  gaf- 
pd  yi  Chritt,  who 
\i  riie  mu%t  of 
God,  fhould  flune 
unto  ihcfn. 


j  For  we  preach 
r.oi  nuHfcivci>  but 
Du  It  Jcfui  the 
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nefs  of  their  under  (landings,  And  lead  them  into  wrong 
notions  about  the  things  of  God,  ami  their  own  eternal 
interefh :  And  fo,  for  fear  of  lofmg  his  vaflals,  he  doth 
his  utmoft  to  keep  them  under  the  power  of  tiarknefs, 
left  the  confpicuous  difcovery,  that  is  made  of  the  glory 
oFChiifl  (**r  tab*  **  Xf'r*}  in  the  gofpel,  as  in  a  glals, 
{chap*  iii,  1 8. )  fliould  make  its  way  through  the  veil  of 
their  own  natural  blindnefs,  and  fhouid  illuminate  and 
change  their  minds  and  hearts,  by  the  knowledge  and 
faith  of  him,  who,  in  bis  divine  nature,  is  the  effential 
image  of  God  the  Father,  and  in  the  conftitution  of  his 
perfcn  God*  Man  ta  bis  rtprefemative  image }  and  in 
whom,  as  Mediator,  all  the  divine  perfections  appear 
to  be  unitedly  exalted,  and  illuftrioufly  difplayed  with 
amiable  harmony :  It  is  not  therefore  owing  to  any  de- 
feft  in  the  gofpet  itfelf,  or  in  our  way  of  preaching  it, 
but  only  to  the  criminal  diford er  in  their  own  minds, 
which  Satan  makes  an  advantage  of,  that  unbelievers  do 
not  perceive,  nor  are  affefted  with  its  glory* 

5  For,  as  tons,  the  minifters  of  this  blcifcd  gofpel, 
we  do  nothing  to  hide  it,  or  cad  a  veil  over  it*  by  en- 

Lord;  ard  our*  deavo  uring  to  promote  our  own  honour  or  interefts,  au- 
forr]*w  t^10r*tT  or  inventions,  paffions  or  prejudices;  but  we 
r  J  preach  its  pure  do&rine  with  all  pofijblc  plainnels,  in  its 
full  light  and  glory,  relating  to  the  perfon  and  offices 
nghteoufnefs,  grace,  and  government  of  Jefus  Chrifl, 
the  only  Saviour  of  loft  Gnners,  and  Lord  of  all:  And 
we  frankly  own  ourfelvcs  ro  be  no  more  tban  fervants, 
that  are  called  to  ftudy  your  weakness  and  wants,  temp¬ 
tations  and  dangers,  and  to  labour,  by  all  proper  means, 
for  the  relief,  and  the  fpirirual  and  eternal  welfare  of 
your  fouls,  in  love  to  Chrifl  and  you,  and  in  obedience 
to  his  commands,  and  for  advancing  his  kingdom  and 
glory  among  you* 

6  For  God,  who  in  the  creation  of  this  world  laid, 
let  there  be  light ,  and  there  was  light ,  (Gen.  I  3.}  and 
fo  by  his  own  powerful  and  fffieacinus  word,  caufed 
light  to  fhine  out  of  the  dark  cluos :  this  God,  in  the 
new  creation,  while  the  thicket!  darknefs  of  a  fpirirual 
nature  was  fpread  over  our  own  and  others  fouls,  has 
flume  by  a  fpecial  illumination  of  his  fpirit  in  our 
hearts  *,  as  alfo  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  believe,  to  cn~ 
lighten  us  with  difeoveries  of  bis  glorious  Being  and  per¬ 
fections 

NOTE. 

*  TfaisJfrwuV  w  tor  heartsr  {lands  oppoP*  vare  chriftlans*  even  to  ail  thole,  whole 
tJ  to  the  G&fof  tint  Tverld*s  bfindit;?  the  minds  mind*  the  God  of  thU’Hiiorid  does  notcooti- 
i*  tie *n  that  beikvc  «tf*  ver  4*  which  dice's  nuc  to  Hind*  and  who  arc  Gocft  urcrimoft- 
lint,  though  it  re  lutes  primarily  to  the  a-  cucied  hi  Chriji  unf&  good  wrkj* 

palUw.  it  is  iikoviie  to  be  extcrikd  to  pri-  Eph.  ii,  ro* 


ff)v« 

V:  HE* 


^  d  For  God*  who 
<  urn  Jiia  tidal  the 
Uvhrfo  (Uincout 
hath 
fhLncd 
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Alfred  in  our 
ftcarlfc,  togWctbe 
light  of  theluiouN 
ledge  of  the  glory 
of  G'id*  in  the 
face  uf  jefas 

Cbrifh 


y  But  have 
tht$  trea/Vire  m 
tvtHen  vefTtis* 
that  the  excellen¬ 
cy  of  the  p->wer 
may  be  of  God, 
and  not  of  us. 


fe&Sons,  counfcls,  ahd  will*  relating  to  the  way  of  fal- 
vaiionj  as  they  are  mamfeftJy  difplaycd,  with  the  bright- 
eft  and  moft  endearing  iaftre,  in  tbeperfon  and  media¬ 
tion  of  Jcfcs  Chrift,  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Fathers 
glory>  and  the  exprefs  image  of  bis  perjon\  (Heb,  i*  3.) 
and  in  whom  his  glory  is  not  covered  under  a  veil*  as 
that  which  (hone  in  the  face  of  Mofes  was  ;  {chap*  iii. 
13.)  but  is  openly  mmifdledin  the  clear  representation, 
that  is  now  made  of  it  by  the  gofpel. 

7  But  bow  wonderful  1$  tbc  wifdom  ami  comltfcen- 
fion  of  God,  in  his  way  of  dealing  with  men!  This  no¬ 
ble  treafure  of  evangelical  truth  and  grace  is,  put  into 
us,  and  difptnfed  by  us,  who  dwell  in  frail,  contemp¬ 
tible,  and  perifhing  bodies,  which  are  but  like  the 
earthen  pitchers  q{  Gideon's  foldicrs,  that  contained  light¬ 
ed  lamps,  {Judg*  vii.  16,}  or  like  mean  brittle  calkers, 
that  bold  the  moft  precious  jewels  \  God  fo ordering  it, 
that  {****?&***)  the  fuper abundance  and  invaluable  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  divine  energy,  which  makes  his  word 
effe&ual  for  the  illumination  and  conversion  of  loft  (to¬ 


ners,  might  appear  with  the  greater  evidence  and  ccr* 
tainty;  and  might  be  the  more  readily  believed  and  ac¬ 
knowledged,*  to  be  intirely  owing  to  his  gracious  fuper- 
natural  operation  by  his  fpirit;  and  not  at  all  to  our 
wifdom  and  learning,  parts  and  eloquence  ;  nor  to  any 
power  that  can  be  exerted  by  fuch  weak  and  mortal 
creatures  as  ourfelves,  whoare^ttended  with  many  cor¬ 
poral  fuffe  rings,  which  arc  the  tokens  of  our  own  frail¬ 
ty,  and  under  which  nothing  lefs  than  the  almighty 
power  of  God,  could  fupport  and  prefenre  us  j  as  to  in- 
ffancc  in  fome  of  them. 

»  We  art  tmu#  8  We  ^re  prefled  with  afflictions  and  tribulations 
yetnot  difireffej1  from  all  quarters,  in  various  ways,  and  hy  all  manner 
ire  m  perplexed’  of  means,  that  men  or  devils  can  invent  and  inflift  up- 
btunotiDdcrpain  on  ue  ;  hut,  bleffed  be  God,  in  the  midft  of  rhem  all, 
fw  we  are  not  cramped  in  our  own  fpirirs, 

nor  opprefled  with  anxiety  of  mind,  like  perfons  that 
are  at  their  wit’s  end,  and  have  no  hope  or  help  in  the 
Lord  j  nor  are  we  thruft  into  corners  to  hinder  our  fur¬ 
ther  publication  of  the  gofpel,  or  fo  fhut  up,  as  to  find 
no  way  of  efcape:  We  are  fom  crimes  doubtful  about 
what  courfe  we  ihould  take  in  prefen t  dangers,  and 
what  further  trials  may  befal  us  $  but  arc  not  fuffered 
to  dtftruft,  much  lefs  to  dcfpairof  the  wifdom  and  pow¬ 
er,  goodnefs  and  fatthfulnefs  of  our  God  to  uphold  us 
under,  carry  us  through,  and,  indue  time,  deliver  us 
out  of  all  our  troubles,  and  to  make  them  work  together 
for  our  own,  and  his  people’s  good. 
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9  Portal  ted, 
bnt  not  foriafccn; 
Cifi  but 

not  dcftrojcd; 


10  At  w*y  shear* 

ir.£  aliout  iti  tht 
bjJy  the  dying  of 
the  Lord  Jefus, 
tfji  the  Ofcilfo  of 
Jeu*  might  be 
nude  m^nifert  ID 
•ur  body. 


it  For  we  which 
live  are  alway  de* 
livnrdunfc'*  death 
for  Jefus  fake,  that 

the  life  alfo  <rf  J** 


p  We  are  perfccutcd  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  in  our 
perfong,  characters,  liberties,  and  properties,  by  all  the 
methods  of  reproach  and  violence,  that  wicked  men 
can  fiirnKh  out  again  It  us  }  but  are  not  left  to  outfelves 
or  deferred  and  abandoned  of  our  God  5  vre  are  not  dc- 
prived  of  his  coitfolaiions,  nor  difowned  of  him,  who 
bears  witness  to  our  own  fouls,  and  totbe  world,  of 
his  gracious  approbation  of  us:  We  in  our  wrcftJings 
agajnft  flefh  and  blood,  as  well  as  principalities  and 
powers,  (£/>A.  vi.  12.)  are  fometimes,  through  the 
workings  of  human  fears,  dejc&ed,  foiled,  and  thrown 
down,  like  wreftlers  in  the  public  games  ;  but  we  rife 
again  by  faith,  and  neither  we,  nor  our  caufc  arc  llain, 
or  defeated,  as  though  we  had  loft  the  vi&ory,  or  were 
ourfdves  loft,  {««  m  the  irapeuiteat  and  no* 

believing  are.  ( vet .  3.) 

10  In  our  daily  combats  we,  like  the  boxers  in  the 
Grecian  games,  undergo  fuch  hardfhips  and  fcvcritics, 
and  retain  fuch  marks  of  them  in  our  mortal  bodies  on 
account  of  our  faith  in  a  crucified  Jefus,.  as  carry  plain 
and  vifible  refemblances  of  the  wounds  of  our  dying 
Lord  and  Saviour,  wbo  was  cruelly  buffeted  and  beat¬ 
en  by  his  enemies,  when  they  were  going  to  put  him 
to  death,  and  who  fympathizes  with  ail  bis  members  in 
their  fufferings  for  his  fake,  and  counts  them  his  own  i 
and  we,  by  our  fellowfhip  wttb  him  in  tbe  virtue  of  his 
death,  are  enabled  to  bear  them  with  faith  and  patience 
conIVancy  and  courage,  in  conformity  to  him,  and  for 
his  glory,  that  the  reality  and  power  of  the  life  alfo,  to 
which  the  blcfled  Jefus  was  raifed,  might  be  illuftiiouf- 
ly  dtfplayed,  by  animating  us  with  holy  fortitude  and 
vigour,  to  bear  up  under  all  our  fuffenngs  on  his  ac¬ 
count,  in  thefe  frail  and  pcrHhing  bodies. 

It  For  we  who  live  fpiritnally,  by  quickening  in¬ 
fluence  from  him,  as  our  viral  head,  and  in  conformity 
to  him,  as  our  great  exemplar,  and  who,  by  help  ob¬ 
tained  from  him,  continue  corporally  alive  to  this  very 
day,  are  perpetually  betrayed  and  delivered  up,  by  our 
reftlcfs  adverfaries,  into  the  hands  of  thefecular  powers 
or  of  the  outrageous  populace ;  and  fo  are  furrounded 
with  dangers,  and  expofed  to  death  itfelf,  for  preaching 
aud  prefefling  our  faith  in  CHrilt,  as  the  only  Saviour ; 
all  which  is  designed,  permitted  and  over-ruled  by  the 
providence  of  God,  to  this  end,  that  our  wonderful 
prefervation  and  deliverance  from  the  jaws  of  death  and 
our  continuing,  nctwith (landing  ai!  this,  to  preach  the 
gofpcl  with  divin-.-  energy,  might  be  an  evident  demon¬ 
stration  of  the  great  power  and  glory,  to  which  our  liv- 
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mnifefMn '**'**  *ng^cJeemer  is  rifen  from  the  dead  v  and  that  bis  holy 
■urtil  fleflL  °Ur  an<i  heavenly  life  might  be  confpicuoufly  exemplified  in 
us,  by  his  enabling  us  to  hold  fad  our  faith,  and  hold 
on  our  way,  with  humble  fubmtffion  patience,  and  un¬ 
daunted  r dotation,  tn  imitation  ot  him,  amidft  all  the 
infirmities  and  opprcCuuis,  that  attend  our  abode  in 
mortal  flefh, 

wfc«h fallow  12  So  that  we,  his  mtnifbing  fernnts,  are  eipofed 
life  in  70a.  *  •  to  all  manner  of  diftreJTcs,  and  dangers  of  death,  in 
every  fo  rm  that  is  hideous  to  human  natures  but  yc, 
my  chriitian  friends,  dwell  in  fafety,  and  enjoy  all  the 
comforts  of  this  life  ;  and  the  troubles,  that  we  endure 
in  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  it 
are,  by  the  power  of  Cbrift,  turned  into  means  of  fpi- 
ritual  and  eternal  life  to  you  that  believe,  as  well  as  to 
ourfelves. 


v  i  TCe  hiving 

the  fun'  fptrit  of 
filth*  Hoarding 
«  it  is  written*  I 
believed* 
therefore  have  I 
fpaken;  we  ilfo 
believe,  and  there¬ 
fore  Ipcak; 


13  But  (*)  how  great  foever  the  difference  in  out¬ 
ward  circuinllances  be,  which  may  occafion  contempt 
from  the  men  of  this  world  to  us,  and  honour  to  you  ; 
yet  as  we  are  animated  by  the  fame  lively  principle  of  faith 
which  is  wrought  by  the  holy  Spirit  in  us  and  in  you  *,  as 
it  alfo  was,  by  tbe  fame  Spirit,  in  the  Old  Teftament 
Saints,  according  to  what  is  written  by  one  of  them, 
who  even  while  he  performed  Chrift  himfelf,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  great  troubles  and  dangers  that  cncompafled 
him,  raid  (P/al.  cxvi.  6.)  I  believed  what  God  reveal¬ 
ed  and  promifed,  and  found  that  it  was  nor  in  vain  \ 
and  therefore  have  I  declared-k,  tn  tbe  glory  of  his 
mercy,  power,  and  faithful nefs,  and  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  others:  So  we  in  like  manner  believe  in  Cbrift 


according  to  the  revelation,  that  is  now  made  of  him, 
and  according  to  the  exceeding  great  and  precious  pro¬ 
mises,  that  are  confirmed  in  him,  and  are  experienced 
by  ourfelves  to  be  faithful  and  true  »  and  therefore  we 
not  only  perfift  in  boldly  preaching  the  gofpel,  through 
much  tribulation ;  but  likcwife  openly  declare  our  faith 
and  hope  in  bim,  for  d  eliverance  out  of  all  our  troubles 
and  for  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life  at  the  end  of  them 


to  his  glory  and  the  encouragement  of  all  that  do  or 
(hall  believe  in  him  : 


h  o  T  B. 


14  Being 


*  TJ#  fanu  fptrit  0jf  fidib  it  referred*  by 
frmt,  to  tbe  fi me  with  tbe  Old  TffiamnU 
Joints  >  end  by  others,  to  the  fame  with  that 
of  live  believers  among  the  Qrrvdhisat.  I 
bare  included  both  the  better  to  com¬ 
port  with  what  immediately  follows,  I  btUcv- 
tdf  d*d  therefore  h*vc  I  Jpobtrt,  in  the  Pfilmxft* 
and  with  what  the  apoftle  adds  at  the  dofe 
of  the  neat  vrarfe,  Jball  frefiut  us  vtik 


yen;  and  have  alfo  hinted  Mr  Prirf/j  thought, 
who,  by  the  Jmt  Miidcrltand^ 

the  ftme  fpirit  of  frith,  whkb7cfw 
had,  *bo  is  tpoken  of  in  the  prweding  and 
folio  wmg  verfes,  and  who  I  In*  learned  writer 
think*  it  tbe  petfon*  that  fpoke  in  the  wr>rdt 
quoted  from  PfaL  ctvt.  See  bis  ftcond  *Uf- 
fc rtatioti,  u  the  end  of  the  epiftle  to  the  fit* 
Irtwtr 
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*?  Ku*j^  l4  well  allured,  that  the  God  of  peace,  who 

Jed  up  the  Lord  hrought  agmn  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jejus ,  teat  great 
ituli  raife  Shepherd  of  the  jbeep,  through  ike  blood  of  the  everlajl*- 
Juf U*nd  covenant',  (Heb.  xiii.  jo.)  and  who  did  this,  in 

lent  a,  uiifti  you.  teftimony,  that  divine  judice  was  fully  fat  is  ft  cd  by  his 
death,  will  alfo,  at  the  ■  ccnfummatioo  of  all  things, 
quicken  our  mortal  bodies,  and  raife  them  up  to  a 
bldTed  immortality,  foe  the  fake  of  Jefus,  our  great 
head  and  Redeemer,  through  the  merit  of  his  blood  and 
by  the  energy  of  his  fpirit ;  and  will  approve  of  us,  to¬ 
gether  with  you  that  heMcve,  as  accepted  in  the  beloved 
and  will  prefent  both  faithful  mintfters,  ard  all  his 
members,  fault  lefs  before  the  prefence  of  bis  glory ,  with 
exceeding  joy.  (Jude  ver,  24.) 

»j  for  all  15  For  all  the  preaching,  labours,  and  fulTerings  of 
fejjs  «<  for  Chrift’s  fervancs,  and  indeed  all  things  1  elating  to  the 
the r  abundant  8°*Pe^  difpenfation,  which  fhalhiflue  in  the  glory  of  toe 
grace  might,  heavenly  world,  are  intended,  ordered  aod  made  eftVc-  # 
^J/man  *"  tua®*  8  lpec*al  regard  to  you  that  belong  to  Cod, 
wdound'  to^the  f°r  your  fpiritual  edification  and  eternal  falvation,  to 
iloryof  God.  the  end  that  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  which  is  lb  ex* 
ceedingly  abounding  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
might  turn  to  an  overflowing  revenue  of  glory  to  the 
God  and  Father  of  mercies,  by  means  of  the  grateful 
acknowledgements,  thankfgivings  end  praifes  of  valt 
multitudes,  even  of  all  that  are,  or  Jball  be,  converted 
and  raved  by  our  miniitrations ;  and  the  more  there 
ate  of  them,  the  higher  will  his  glorious  name  be  ex¬ 


alted, 

16  In  realizing  views  and  confidcratlons  of  thefe 
happy  fruits  and  effects  of  our  miniftry  to  others,  ami 
to  our  own  fouls,  we,  as  I  laid  ( ver  1.)  are  not  dif* 

. .  couraged  by  the  many  dilficuhies  and  dangers,  that  at- 

mrI  min  u  re*  tend  our  fulfilling  it,  but  though,  through  tiumherlefs 
nc-*etl  <fey  by  fatigues  and  hard  (hips,  our  mortal  bodies  and  ail  our 
“Jy*  outward  enjoyments  gradually  decline  and  wafte  away, 

and  mud  foon  come  to  an  end  ;  yet  our  immortal  and 
regenerate  fouls  (See  the  note  on  Jtm.  vii.  22.)  are 
daily  revived,  ftrengthened  and  improved  in  all  grace, 
comfort,  and  holinefs,  by  frelh  fupplies  of  the  fpirit 
and  maiiifeftattons  of  God’s  love  ;  and  are  fenfibly 
growing  more  and  mors  in  defire  and  mcctnefs,  for 
the  perfeftion  of  a  better  world. 

n  For  our  l7  For  though,  in  the  judgment  of  flelh  and  fenfe 
liciit  afliiaion,  our  multiplied  tribulations  may  feem  exceeding  burden* 
fojne,  and  tedious  to  be  borne  5  yet  in  the  account  of 
faith,  and  compared  with  the  vaft  importance,  and  end- 
kfs-  duration  of  the  happinefs  we  hope  for,  theheavielt 
f  ]»  and 


itf  For  v-hicfi 
ciulc  v$  faint  not 
but  though 
oti('«ard  man  per- 

Till  vi»t  th*  irt. 
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which  u  but  Jor 
h  moment  work.- 
eth  for  u*  a  far 
more  exceeding 
jjfi eternal  weight 
of  glory 


and  longeft  of  them  are  bat  light  and  momentary,  in- 
con  fid erable  in  themfclves,  and  foon  over  and  gone, 
like  things  th  at  pais  a  way.  in  an  Inftant;  And  we  cheat- 
fully  bear  up  under  them  ;  becaufe,  not  by  any  virtue 
or  merit  in  them,  but  by  the  fpecial  'fanGifying  influ¬ 
ence  of  rhe  holy  Spirit,  they  turn  to  fuch  noble  improve¬ 
ments  of  a  heavenly  nature  here,  as  proportionally 
form  and  fit  us  for,  and  Ihall  furely  iflue  in  and  give  a 
peculiar  relifh  to,  and  be  gracioufly  owned  ant)  honour* 
cd  with  fuperior  degrees  of  *,  an  unutterable  ftate  of 
all  that  ib  completely  happy  and  glorious  hereafter;  a 
Hate  which  in  oppofition  to  light  afflictions  f,  is  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  the  molt  fublime  dignities  and  ravilhing 
delights,  that  can  be  enjoyed,  and  fuliained  by  human 
nature  in  it's  utmoll  exaltation ;  and  which  in  oppofi¬ 
tion  to  a  moment  of  difagreeabies,  is  an  inceffmt  cver- 
1  siting  confluence  of  joy  and  grandeur,  equal  to  our  ut- 
mod  wifhes,  and  capacities  of  receiving,  and  infinite¬ 
ly  tranfeeoding  all  that  can  be  rep  re  fen  ted,  by  the 
ftrongeft  and  molt  vigorous  metaphors  taken  frefn  crowns 
and  kingdoms,  and  thomoft  dazzling  glories  of  this  world; 
fo  that  all  the  fufferings  of  the  prefent  tranfitorylife,  arc 


not  worth  once  mentioning,  wbea  compared  with  the 
glory  that  (hall  be  revealed  in  us.  (Rom.  viii.  18.) 

>8  While  «  ift  Experience  and  faith  prove  all  this  J,  while,  like 

«  "rCh"S  v"tCiltly  l0.°king  “  tht\r  ™?fk  inLftooting» 
fe*n(  bill  u' the  («■*»»*»«<■)  we  attend,  not  to  earthly  things,  that  are  vi- 

thing,  which  ate  fible  to  an  eye  of  fenfe,  nor  dice£t  our  atm  at  them,  a9 
thTnJwhiA  though  we  rated  our  happinefs  by  them ;  but  are  chiefly 
fwuj;v  temporal,  mindful  of,  influenced  by,  and  carefully  aiming  at, 
fcm  die  thing*  thofe  heavenly  things,  as  our  grand  mark  that  cannot 
which  jje  perceived  by  a  corporal  eye,  and  yet  afe  realiz’d  and 
appropriated  by  faith,  and  arc  of  thr  higheft  importance 
to  us;  For  all  fenfitive  objects,  whether  they  be  com¬ 
fortable  or  affiiGive,  are  of  exceeding  fhort  and  uncer¬ 
tain  continuance,  like  fhadows  thar  flee  away  ;  but  the 
invifible  obje£h  of  faith  and  hope,  which  arc  all  fub- 
(lantial  and  fatisfying,  are,  like  the  eternal  and  un- 


N  o  T 

\  ^  fir  as  3  fir  mart  txcrei* 

;/tf  'w.tht  of  inttmaits*  that  they 

wpo  fijfir  as  well  £$  do ,  much  fgr  Chflft  IQ 
this  world,  frail,  tn  the  order  of  God'$^n> 
cions  djJprofatiou;,  be  made  pamkert  of 
-  higher  degrees  of  glory,  than  other*  ia 
the  next. 

f  The  beauty ^  fubUmjty,  and  grandeur  of 
theft  exp rcffiont,  as  deferiptive  of  heavenly 
F.lury,  (K«^  vjrtpGetev  v^ipto^rt  ata*wv 
{bx*ir4<£t* ?jr)  and  the  c  ppofittan  in  which 
they  arc  ftt  to  temporal  aSUttions,  furpafs 


changeable 

E  S* 

all  imaginalten,  and  are  incapable  of  being 
preferred,  anfwerabfe  to  Uurir  dignity,  \tr 
any  t  ran  flat  ion  or  paraphraic,  which,  after 
all,  flak  in  finitely  fc£ov  the  aftomfbing  ori¬ 
ginal,  and  the  aggrandizing  thoughts 
gcfUdbyit.  What  a  fulndT*  of  itniimcr'E, 
language*  and  twfparl  ts  here !  Sec 
tra// licred  cities,  roL  T.  p*  jjo,  &e. 

t  Whitt  w  /wr,  fire,  may  refer  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  (hdr  fcith,  with  regard  to  ull  iJ:: 
particuhri  tDeotiowd  U  the  ivo  preceding 
verfa* 
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J«1nenwi,0tfel>  c^angea^e  God  himfelf,  perpetually  enduring  through 
and  beyond  millions  of  millions  of  ages,  ycas  beyond 
all  computation  by  thought,  or  numbers,  without  in¬ 
terruption,  abatement,  or  end. 

RECOLLECT!  ON  S. 

How  great  is  their  mercy,  who  are  put  Into  the  gofpel  minifhy,  qn.'&ficd  for  it, 
and  fapported  and  made  faithful  in  it ;  and  who,  notwithftanding  all  nnpofitton 
and  reproach,  bold  on  their  way  without  fainting,  and  feck  to  be  approved  of 
Cod,  and  recommended  to  the  confticpcts  of  their  hearers,  by  an  open  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  truth,  without  finifter  views,,  and  without  craft  or  guile  I  Theydon*t 
preach  themfelres,  bntChrift  Jcfas'the  Lord  in  all  his  characters,  and  take  pie;** 
time  in  (erring  the  fpirltual  and  eternal  interefts  of  the  church  for  his  fate.  And  t 
O  how  excellent  is  the  evangelical  treafure*  which  is  put  into  fuch  weak,  ddpica- 
ble  and  mortal  creatures,  for  the  flinching  of  others,  as  well  as  of  their  own  fouls* 
that  all  the  good  found  in  them,  and  done  by  them,  may  the  better  appear  to  be 
intirelyaf  God,  and  not  at  all  of  themfelves  !  Jf  any  that  enjoy  a  clear  miuiftra- 
tion  of  the  gofpel,  continue  to  be  ignorant  of  it's  important  truths,  and  unipi* 
prefled  by  them  j  it  is  becaufe  they  are  ftill  wandering  in  the  loft  date  of  nature, 
under  the  power  of  the  Prince  of  darknefs,  whole  great  budnefs  and  deiign  is  to 
keep  them  ftupid  and  blind,  left  he  fhould  lofe  his  vaflals,  through  the  illumina¬ 
tion  oftheirminds  by  thegforious  gofpelofChrift,  who  is  both  the  cfTential  and  re- 
prefentarive  image  of  God  the  Father ;  But  O  with  what  convincing  evidence,  pow¬ 
er,  and  advantage,  doth  this  blefledgofpri  appear,  when  God  byhisfpirit  unveils  it’s 
glory,  and  fords  its  illuftriops,  amiable*  andpenetraiinglight,  in  the  hearts  of  hir 
fervants  and  people  !  They  may  indeed  be  in  deep  diftrefs,  through  Fears  within, 
and  fightings  without,  but  they  (hall  not  be  utterly  overwhelmed,  or  fmfakcu  of 
thdr  God  ;  They  may  refemhle  their  i*reat  Lord  and  Matter  in  fufibrinps  lor  hts 
fake ;  but,  by  their  holy  feilowlhip  with  him  in  his  death,  they  Audi  be  fupported 
under  them,  and  carried  through  them;  and  the  powerful  life  ofChrift,  (ball  be 
manifefted  in  their  preferotion,  till  at  Itngth,  like  their  exalted  head  and  Saviour 
they  (hall  be  raifed  up,  in  high  favour  and  acceptance  tvitn  God,  toabieffcd  im¬ 
mortality,  together  with  the  whole  multitude  of  believers,  that  gloiy  may  redound 
to  his  name,  through  their  united  praifes,  They  that  are  folly  perfuaded  of  thefc 
things  by  the  faithtftheapcrationofbia  Spirit,  which,  for  fab  fiance,  is  the  time  in 
minifteniand  private  Chriftjans,  and  in  Old  and  New  Teftatnent ^Saints,  will  nei¬ 
ther  beaftiamcd  tofpeakofthon,  nor  ftintunder  any  difficult;^  or  dilcoumgcmcnts 
that  furrouttcl  ihcmfeJvea'  O  how  in  valuaUcare  Urc  fpiritual  improve ments,  final 
ifliies  of  all  our  prefent  tribulations,  when  as  the  outward  man  perifhes*  the  in¬ 
ward  man  is  daily  renewed,  and  grace  is  ripening  apace  for  glory  t  and  how  light 
and  momentary  are  all  the  afflictions  of  this  life  compared  with  that  fuperaboimd- 
ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  which  lies  beyond  them  ;  and  for  the  hig heft  en¬ 
joyment  of  which,  God,  in  the  riches  of  his  free  favour  and  love  through  Jcfas 
Chrift,  prepares  us,  by  means  of  what  we  endure  in  the  body  1  Experience  will 
help  our  faith,  with  refpeft  to  thefe  real  and  vaft  importances,  whiift  our  govern¬ 
ing  views  and  regarda  are,  not  to  the  tranfitory  things  of  this  vifible  world  ;  but 
to  the  infinite,  though  unfeeu  felicities  of  the  heavenly  ftatc,  which  abide  the 
fame,  without  diminution  or  allay,  for  ever. 


CHAR  V. 

The  apoftUt  in  further  fitting  firth  the  grounds  of  h:sy  and  his  brethren's 
not  fainting  under  their  troubles^  inftffs  on  their  affured  hpoey  and  ear - 
hejl  defre  of  heavenly  glory ,  r5~«*  Shews  how  they  were  excited 
thereby  to  diligence  in  their  workp  <h— w.  Cives  thcreafins  offAs 

P  %  fccming 
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Jeeming  to  commend  himftlf  and  tf  his  being  ft  much  tranfporUd  with 
zeal  for  the  Cot  irtrhiana,  who  weremoftly  Gentii  e.  converts +  on  ac¬ 
count  of  which  the  JewSfli  zealots  ccnfund  hmf  as  though  he  were  he* 
Jides  kimfclfi  1 2* — 16.  And  Jbew  the  necejfiiy  of  regeneration^  and 
of  reconciliation  with  God  through  Jejvs  Chrift  y  the  mini  fry  of  which 
was  committed  to  him  and  his  brethren^  17, — 31. 


Text, 

T70r  ivc  knnw, 
1  that  if  our 
carthiy  ,huufe  of 
this  tatertiacle 
were  diflolrcd  we 
have  a  hull  dine 
of  God,  an  houfe 
not  with 

buds,  (Unul  U 


the 


Paraphrase. 

TTTE,  as  has  been  faiil  but  now,  having  eternal  glory 
*  *  in  view,  don't  flag  in  our  work,  nor  faint  under 
our  manifold  afflictions:  For  we  are  not  only  perfuaded 
upon  the  teilimony  of  God  in  bis  word,  that  there  is  a 
red  provided  for  his  people;  but  by  the  witnefs  of  bis 
fpirit  with  our  fpirits,  as  his  children  we  are  likewife 
fully  aflured,  that  we  ourfdves  have  a  perfonal  intcreft 
in  it ;  and  that  when  ever  thefe  frail  bodies,  in  which 
our  fouls  now  dwell,  as  in  their  houfe  and  home  (ver. 
6.)  (luring  our  ftate  of  pilgrimage  and  warfare  upon 
earth ;  and  which  were  originally  formed  out  of  it,  and 
are  like  mean  and  moveable  tents,  that  are  ereded  but 
for  a  little  while,  and  mu  ft  quickly  be  taken  to  pieces, 
and  pulled  down :  *\s  foon,  I  fay,  as  this  mortal  frame 
fhal!  betliilhlved,  whether  by  a  natural  or  violent  death, 
we  make  no  doubt  but  that  ear  fpirits ,  which  will  then 
return  to  God,  v>bo  gave  themy  (Ecclcf.  xii.  7.)  fiiall  be 
immediately  pofletfed  of  a  much  more  glorious  habita¬ 
tion  ;  w  hich  we  already  have  in  title,  and  fure  rever- 
fmn,  by  the  free  gift  of  God,  through  Jcfus  Chrift,  and 
which  he  has  g  ratio  ufly  prepared  for  us;  even  a  fecure, 
firm,  and  delightful  manfion  for  our  fouls,  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  prefence  of  Chrift;  {ver.  8.)  *  a  man  Go  n  not 
of  human,  temporary  fabric k,  like  tents  and  tabernacles 
that  are  m-ule  by  the  hands  of  men,  but  built,  like  a 
ctldlia)  palace,  on  immoveable  foundations  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  power  of  God  himfelf,  (Heb.  xi.  10.)  for  our 

eternal 


NOTE. 


*  The  apoftlc  &  far  from  thtaxui* 
that  be,  ot  hii  hirthiru  \n  the  miniftry,  any 
more  than  other  Chrilhais,  fht*uld  not  die, 
that,  on  the  corttmvy,  he  fpcuk>  r»f  (fair  be* 
ing  al?int  from  the  Wjr,  a*  vrtil  as  others, 
^ ver.  H>)  and  had  cxjirrO  his  confidence, 
(chap,  iv,  1+,)  that  hcs  who  ratfcrf  a p  iht 
LerA  'frfcs*  rayf  them  ttp  affo  If  fefas^ 

*xd  p*  r;r utihcm  ictth  c he  heaving  CwbtJhima: 
an  l  tltcr-A-ni;,  If  car  Uuft  itert  trf 

JJ  vtvt  is  n<tt  be  underlie*  d  in  a  way  of 
doubting,  but  of  fit  panting  wl^?,  fbojiircr 
JaUr,  le,  much  in  tlic  f  manner 

as  lh:-s  parade  if  uJed  l*y  uurj^ird, 
u  hen  he  laid.  If  1  ge  a  nit  prepare  q  pfact  far 

}Gk%  t  ivi/I  rfrxt  f  John  >.  1-) 

And  thf  hu ft  kc:  mode  xtUl  land-  tiu*.  t 


the  heavens  t  items  fc  the  blcPKl  :r*  :> 

hons,  V>  which  the  fiah  t*J  wtrs  th^il 
tG  dwelt  with  Chrift,  w-it h  the  ft  > 
ritsof  the  jaft  nwd^pertat,  (Heb.  xih  xi7 
x  j.)  in  his  Father's  hnafe,  incnediaidy 
death  ?  Tor  the  apoftlc  jpt.iks  of  a  hjppiutk 
in  his  presence y  wh-ch  ivoidd  courtroence  ti  - 
ftajitly  upon  flicir  being  a^/ent  from  tU  hr  v 
uid  from  which  they  were  detained  o;-h  by 
their  being  at  fame  \$  tie  vtr,  6^. 
Anti  ycl  irt  the  bapplnrfs  of  the  in  he:- 
Yen,  will  be  f  ollowed  and  campJetcd  by  the 
refitrre&ion  of  ihc  !>odyt  1c  might  *lft>  have 
that  in  his  dtinuie  vLtw;  and  thetcihic  f 
have  added  it  in  the  pai  ^lu^C  on  di\5,  d 
feveral  following  Tcrfc, 


i  For  ift  this 

IV.  **> 

tt'j-,,:- :  upii*  wt\h 

otir  *i  mit  *.diich 
U  fiom  hu^o ; 


a.  t,  7fe fi^/r  f*  Corinthians  farafhrafed*  22$ 

eternal  r*  fidence  in  a  marine!  tunable  to  his  own  excel¬ 
lent  greataefo  and  guodiufs,  pull  all  danger  of  remore, 
or  decay,  in  the  higheft  heaven ;  Ami are  fjUflicd 
thac,  at  Chriil*s  fecood  appearing,  thU  mortal  trsdy  lhall 
be  fafliioiicil  like  umo  his  glorious  body,  by  his  Al¬ 
mighty  puwer  ;  and  that  then  we  {hall  be  clothed  ag:tin 
with  our  immortalized  bodies,  and  fo  in  our  whole  per¬ 
sons  beevcr\vithtbeLfOrd,{rA//dih  21.  and  I  Tkejf.  iv.  iffy 

2  Our  believing  profpeft  of  this  blefiedn.-fs  has  a 
powerful  influence  upon  us,  and  is  animated  by  what 
we  feel  in  ourfelves ;  For,  while  we  fojouru  in  this  ta¬ 
bernacle,  ( vtr *  4* }  we  are  opprefied  with  fo  many  af- 
fljtlions,  and  with  fuch  fad  remainders  of  the  body  nf 
fin,  as  make  us  figh  and  mourn,  with  extreme  anguifii, 
under  their  burden;  and  cxc;:e  our  vehement  dc fires  af¬ 
ter  our  heavenly  home,  where  »c  ihalioe  covered  with 
light,  hoiinefs,  and  joy,  as  with  a  garment ;  and  where, 
at  the  refurrecUon  of  the  juft,  this  mortal  body  {hall 
put  on  immortality* 

3  We,  I  fay,  an  ear  n  eft]  y,  though  not  impatiently, 

longing  for  this;  fince  we  arc  fully  fatisfied, 

that  (being  thus  invefted  with  robes  of  glory,  and  repof- 
feffed  of  our  immortalized  bodies,  we  ihall  not  be  def- 
tit ote  of  any  happinefs,  nor  expnfed  ro  any  mifrrics,  or 
defile  men  ts,  as  we  now  are,  much  l^fs  as  ihe  irppetii* 
tent  and  unbelieving  will  be  in  the  other  world  for  ever. 

4  For  we  that  now  dwell  in  houfes  of  clay,  w  ho  ft 

foundation  is  in  the  duft,  (Job  iv*  19.)  have  ftrong  do 
fires  to  be  fet  at  liberty  from  the  ditirdTmg  troubles, 
that  cannot  but  he  very  trying  to  flolh  and  blood  ;  ami 
efpecially  from  indwelling  corrupt  ten,  which  is  our 
imoft  grievous  burden,  as  it  is  cffrimvc  and  difiiopour- 
able  to  God,  and  interrupts  and  hinders  us  in  his  fei- 
vice,  and  in  our  communion  with  bint:  Not  that  we 
are  fo  cool  in  out  affection  to  the  body  iifdf,  as  to  wiih 
to  be  rid  of  it,  merely  for  the  latte  of  being  fo,  or  to 
part  with  it  by  dying  rather  than  to  carry  it  along  with 
us  to  heaven  ;  No,  were  it  the  will  of  Gjd,  we  fiiould 
be  glad  to  be  tranflated,  as  Enoch  and  Eiiat  were,  and 
as  thofe  believers,  that  flmll  be  alive  at  the  fecond  com* 
ingof  Chrift,  wilt  be:  ( 1  ThejjfL  iv,  17,)  Buttbegrand 
point, 'to  which  the  holy  afpiratuw  of  our  fouls  tend, 
is  that,  in  God's  own  way  and  time,  we  may  arrive  at 
the  bright  and  glorious  regions  above ;  and  that  all  the 
natural  and  Gisful  in  fir  mines,  which  attend  us  in  thin 
frail  and  mortal  m:i)  be  icgulplicd,  arid  as  it  were 

drowned  and  loft,  in  the  trnnfccndent,  undented  felici¬ 
ties  of  an  immortal  life,  which  flu l  fiuif  enter  up- 

on 


1  If  ft>  be  that 
drthed  uc 
Ihall  ttot  be  found 
Diked* 


4  For  we  that 
arc  in  tbit  uber- 
rade  do  prone, 

hcUlg  bUi^CflClt  i 
iioi  tor  that  Hire 
woiiift  bcuttrlodi- 
ed,  bur  dc»tW 
upunlrthat  mor* 
iJirj*  he 

fwdlofd  up  of 
fce. 


j  Now  Sc  that 

fr*lh  WlTlght  us 
for  the  fjlKfame 
thirjgijGod,  who 
aU«  hath  ^iven 
dfeous  the  car* 
jieft  cf  the  fplriU 


1130  The  fecand  Epijlle  to  the  CorihtHiahs  paraptrafed.  Ch.v. 

on,  as  Toon  as  ever  it  is  Separated  from  the  body;  and 
which  (hall  be  perfe£ted  in  a  vital  reunion  of  both*  at 
the  refurreftion. 

5  And,  (#*)  for  the  further  con  hr  (nation  of  our  faith, 
God  himfclf  has  not  only  revealed  and  promifed  all  this 
future  bleflednefs  •,  but  has  formed  our  fouls,  by  his  re¬ 
newing  end  far.&ifying  grace,  into  fpiritual  and  holy 
difpofitions,  defires,  and  propen  Cons  heavenward,  to 
make  us  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light*. 
(Col,  i.  12.)  It  is  the  work,  the  peculiar  prerogative, 
and  the  glory  of  a  God  to  do  this  *;  and  none  could  be 
the  author  of  it,  bat  the  only  living  and  true  God,  who 
has  Iikewife  given  us  a  pledge,  token,  and  foretafte,  and 
the  beginnings  of  that  glorious  inheritance,  (5 fib  1. 14.) 
iu  the  graces,  confutations,'  witiirffing,  and  abiding  re- 
fidence  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  which  he  has  freely  given  ns, 
by  way  of  earned  before-hand,  as  a  part,  to  fecure  the 
podeflion  of  the  whole,  audio  a  flute  us  of  a  certain  at* 
rival,  in  due  feafon,  to  a  complete  enjoyment  of  it. 

6  In  consideration  therefore  of  thefe  things,  we  are 
enabled,  on  all  occaflons,  to  face  our  trials,  fu Actings, 


body,  vc  4  re  all* 
fm  t  from  the 

3-*ord ; 


t  (For^wiit 
Iiv  faith,  not  by 
f»sht ; } 


«  Therefore  wt 
tnnfi* 

tbuwliiin  weaM  and  death  irfelf,  with  undaunted  courage:  and  are  raifed 
at  home  in  the  to  an  entire  fatisfa£tion  in  our  own  fouls,  and  to  an 
humble  truFfc  in  the  Lord,  that  we  (hall  get  through  them 
all  to  the  manfions  of  eternal  glory;  as  knowing  that 
while  we  dwell  in  mortal  flclh,  as  the  tabernacle  of  our 
prefent  abode,  we  are  only,  like  perfons  in  a  (late  of 
pilgrimage  and  warfare,  in  a  firange  country,  at  a  great 
di fiance  from  the  immediate  prefence  of  the  Lord,  our 
dear  Redeemer,  and  from  our  Father's  boufe- 

7  For  the  life  we  now  live  in  the  flefh,  and  accord* 
ing  to  which  we  regulate  all  our  bchavnur,  is  by  the 
faith  of  the  Sou  of  God,  and  by  that  faith  which  over¬ 
comes  the  world,  and  is  the  evidence  of  things  notTeen 
and  fo  it  is  a  life  of  joyful  expedition  and  hope,  amidfl 
all  our  aiili£tions ;  but  not  of  beatifick  viJion  and  full 
fruinbn,  as  it  Coon  will  be, 

8  In  this  fituation,  we  bear  up,  with  life  and  vigour 
Ifaj,  anil  under  all  our  prefent  hardships  and  dangers,  and  with 

willing  taihcr  to  unfhaken  hopes  ox  their  happy  iffues;  and.  not  only  fo, 
but  >are  defirous,  and  Ihould  be  mpeh  plcafed, 
were  it  the  will  of  God,  to  depart  from  the  body ;  and 
leaving  all  our  natural  and  moral  imperfections  behind 
us  to  go  into  the  immediate  prefence  of  Chrift,  that 
we  may  be  tilth  him,  where  he  is,  to  behold  his  glory, 

and 

NOTE. 

f  Mr  Hnv*  o'jfcrvee,  that  God  U  pot  ha  the  author  of  fiich  dcfircs*  tf 

r  iuntfX  but  the  '  <1-  d*  This  \&  frjGwMr#,  p.  +S2* 

cf  4  ritfcy;  ti-viic  Uii$  Gvd  codil 


fl  We*re  eon- 


hz  ahfLnr  from 
the  body,  ar.d  to 


He  ppJtait 

the  i~ord» 


i'hh 
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$  Wberefoft 
labour,  that, 
MFirn^r  prtfrnt 
rr  ibU*ni  we  may 
ht;  accepted  of 
hJiU* 


jo  For  we 
cmfl  all  appear 
before  the  jiidg- 
mcn>f«t  of 
C:=rift  That  cv&- 
ry  one  may'  n> 
ctivc  he  tinngs 
tlow  in  his  body, 
according  to  that 
he  h-th  done, 
whcthcrif£r  good 
or  bad. 


la  Knowing 
fherefone  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  the  Lord, 
w« 


and  may  be  inti  rely  transformed  into  his  liken  eft,  by 
feeing  him  as  be  is. 

9  Having  therefore  this  fatisfying  hope,  and  earneft 
defire,  we  uadiouQy  endeavour,  by  divine  grace,  and 
are  ipfpired  with  a  holy  ambition,  that,  whether  we 
continue  to  five  in  the  body,  or  whether  our  fouls  de¬ 
part  from  it  by  death,  all  our  labours,  fer vices  and  fuf- 
ferings  *r  as  well  as  our  perfons,  may  End  gracious  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  thV  Lord  Jefus,  through  the  merit  of  his 
own  biood  and  rightcoufncfs ;  and  that  he,  as  the  great 
judge  of  all,  may  fay  to  each  of  us,  at  iaft,  7'jell  done, 
thou  good  and  faithful  fervant,  enter  thou  into  the  jay  of 
tby  Lord.  (Manh.  xxv.  2t.) 

to  For  the  time  is  coming  apace,  when  all  of  us 
mini  (ter $  and  people,  Jcu/t  and  Gentiles,  with  every 
individual  of  mankind,  mud,  whether  we  will  or  nor, 
make  our  folemn  perfonal  appearance,  and  belaid  open 
to  the  view  of  our  own  confciences,  mm  and  angels, 
and  that  without  the- lead  difguife,  before  the  flrict  tri¬ 
bunal  o(  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrili,  who,  as  the  great  judge 
of  the  whole  world,  will  critically  examine  into,  and 
finally  decide  all  caufes;  that  every  one,  be  he  faint  or 
linner,  may  then  receive  in  f,  and  through  the  body 
in  it’$  ftate  of  reunion  with  the  foul,  the  gracious  re¬ 
ward,  or  the  juft  punilhmcnt,  of  his  own  ways  and 
works,  which  he  went  into,  and  a  fled  by  the  body  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  iniquities  he  committed,  in  thought 
as  well  as  deed,  while  he  was  here  in  the  body  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature  and  kind,  and  proportionable  to  the 
degree  of  his  habitual  and  governing  thoughts,  words 
and  a£tiuns,  in  which  he  lived  and  died,  whether  they 
were  good  and  holy,  or  unprofitable  and  wicked. 

.  1 1  Being  therefore  throughly  convinced  from  the 
word  of  God,  from  the  reafons  of  things,  and  from 
the-fenfe  we  ourfetves  have  had  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and 
of  the  tremendous  wrath  due  to  it,  that  this  will  be  an 
inexprefiibly  dreadful  day  to  every  hypocrite  and  unbe¬ 
liever,  wc,  from  a  compalfiouate  concern  for  the 

finful 


NOTE. 

*  ITe  Ufoxr  tiitl  TL't  rosy  It  acctflti,  feems  nor  mi,  being  in  the  Grid  «■<!  G>  it  may 
molt  directly  to  be  meant  of  die  acceptance  relate  to  the  rewards  and  pumlhfnetsts,  that 
of  their  Jtrv-cn,  together  with  their  per-  ft  all  be  fully  received  by  the  hit,  as  well  as 
ions:  For  the  apoftte  had  all  ilong  fcppal-  foul,  and  by  the foul  through  the  body,  at 
cd  tliem  to  be  already  thoroughly  fattened  a-  the  nay  of  judgment,  and  include!  ihc  re¬ 
hoot  tlwir  PcrfTttftl  acceptance  with  God  to  trihirion,  w  hich  fluid  fhru  be  tna.ie.  accord, 
eternal  life ;  and  the  next  vetfe  he  fpeak*  of  ing  to  the  toed  and  And,  that  h**  been  done 
appearing  before  the  judgment'  feat  of  Chrift,  in  this  world,  it  lif  »«  > he  infl  nment 
torrccWe  arrdtt/frt*  to  rff  dout  tft  of  as  wcil  as  ac<o*'ilh-£  rhcfpiritual 

f  The  words  ( ta  ft*  r*  ruftars)  here  rcii*  virtues  ami  grins  on  one  liaod,  tnd  mcml 
fht  &nx  in  cts  figuify  fit's  a  ad  tpiriLtial  worked  n£f>  cn  the  cikcr^ 

sr  ibrc^lht  neither  (lie  word*  the  ho&y  kas  u  j  ao’=ncJ?  ;IL 


vt  perfinic  mm 
hut  we  aru 

imtn 

O^d.  and  I  ;n]it 
Sk^'t  a  c  maJi 
iwari'ifV  in  your 
fOiliCiCHM*  * 
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fi  ful  fons  of  men,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  faithful¬ 
ly  endeavour,  by  all  awakning  and  alluring  confidera* 
lions  that  are  prtper,  and  through  divine  influence, 
may  be  effuftual,  to  convince  them  as  rational  crea- 
turiSi  of  the  certainty  of  a  future  judgment  i  of  their- 
own  guilt  and  danger  ;  and  of  the  nccelfity  of  faith  in 
Chrifi  and  ct  turning  from  their  iniquities  to  God 
through  him  ;  {vsr.  17.)  and  wc  . earneftly  befeech 
them  to  receive  the  mefiage  of  peace  and  reconciliation 
which  wc,  as  Chtiil’s  embafladors,  bring  to  them,  (ver. 
19,  20.)  that  they  may  believe  through  grace,  and  live 
like  thofe  that  muff  be  judged  by  bim,  as  ever  they 
would  have  boldtiefs  before  him  at  his  coming:  And 
(■"•)  whether  they  will  bear  or  forbear ;  and  go  on  to 
jifcre.iiic  us,  or  not ;  we  can  humbly  appeal  to.  God, 
vho  knows  our  hearts  that  we  are  ftneere  herein  ;  and 
I  cannot  but  perfuade  my  ft  If,  that  we  have  a  teftimony 
of  our  being  fo,  in  many  of  your  own  confciencts  from 
what  re  have  known- of  our  preaching,  fufferings,  and 
behaviour,  and  from  the  happy  c3'c£ts  of  our  miniftiy 
upon  you. 

12  For  wc  have  no  need  of  faying  any  thing  again 
"J*  to  recommend  ourfelves,  ami  our  labours  to  your  good 
ap,,;i  opinion,  as  if  yc  were  not  witnefles  of  our  faithfulnefs 
nor  is  it, our  aim,  as  fome  reproach  us,  to  fet  off  our 
own  character,  in  an.  undue  mannner,  to  ingratiate 
h*Tc  Vomc  ourWves  with  you:  (See  the  paraph  rafe  and  note  on 
u-liat  to  aafu.tr  chop.  tii.  i.)  15«r  we.  only  fuggefl  a  proper  occafion  for 
rtirm  which  glory  you  to  rejoice  and  glory  in  the  favour,  which  God  has 
llicwn  to  us,  and  to  you  by  us,  that  yc  may  be  furntlli- 
ed  with  fuJTicicnt  arguments  to  confute  the  calumnies, 
and  Hlence  ihe  vain  headings  of  thofe  Judaizing  teach¬ 
ers,  who  make  a  fair  (how  in  the  lielh,  and  would 
run  us  down  by  exalting  tberafelvcs;  and  yet  mull 
know,  in  their  own  conferences,  that  they  have  no  juft 
ground  of  glctyiug,  in  thcmfelves,  or  of  infulting  o- 
ver  us. 

tj  Tarwhrth-  1 3  For  whether,'  as  they  .and  their  followers  would 

«<-  u’c  h«  betides  infinuate,  we  are  tr  an  (ported  quite  beyond  ourfelvcs, 
a'yd,1  w’wfctthcr  ani®  like  foclidi  and  di  drafted  jnvii,  not  only  in 
vindicating  our  own  character,  but  cfpecially  in  the  ital 
and  fervour,  with  which  wc  earneftly  contend  for  an 
admiJTion  of  believing  Gentiles  *t  equally  with  the 

to 

K  O  T  E. 

*  It  h  c<;ncriilv-  altawpd  ihnt  n  gro;  F»rt  Gcriift  believers  l\\lo  the  pnfpcl  churrH, 
flf  the  Cwii/iww  chtt-oti  were  G.  *r,  dffliniUrtu  from  the  ami 

tlidt  tilt  ttrind  prtj;j,,Jces  cf  the  J \.tUizlg  the  verfitf  that  fntJow  this,  and  are  brnijcH 
agairtll  ths  u  "S  t'  n  in  the  reafont  nf  »Ii»t  frere  lays  of  liiir- 

h,:  ^  evu*  u-^wuecso!  fc*:,  ftem  in  a  manner  to  fpeak 


but 


t  x  For  we 
end 

Derive; 
ur  to  jvMJ, 
jive  yiiw  nC^^ljn^n 
in  "}.nry  nri  onr 
tidiAli,  thit  ynu 
m  *v 


ift  appearance  nul 
it  Li  Iicin* 
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vt  be  fobtr,  ii  it  to  all  the- privileges  of  the  gofpel-church  ;  it  is  merely 
for  ywii  aafe.  from  a  confcience  toward  God,  and  with  a  fincere  de* 
{ign  of  advancing  his  glory,  in  fupporting  the  credit  of 
the  gofprl,  and  displaying  the  riches  of  his  gnee,  as 
now  extended  to  the  Gentiles  ;  and  God  knows  that  we 
are  not  be  fi  ties  our  Selves :  Or  whether,  as  others  more 
jufljy  think,  wc  herein  adk  the  part  of  rational  and  good 
men,  whofpeskthe  words  of  truth  and  fobernefs,  and 
that  fometimes  in  the  more  calm  and  fedate  way,  it  is 
with  the  like  concern  for  his  glory,  in  your  edification 
and  fal ration,  who  are  the  Gentile  part  of  the  church. 

Forth*  14  For  a  fenfe  of  the  exceeding  greatnefs,  frecnefs, 

Atiineih  and  endearments  of  Chriit's  dying  love,  .which  kindles 

«ufe  we  thus  a  facred  flame  oflove  in  our  fouls  to  him  again,  has  a 
iiiJgc,  that  if  one  fweet  and  powerful  influence  to  excite,  incline,  and  o- 
•erealidad!  blige  us,  as  to  do  all  we  can  in  imitation  of  and  obedi- 
ence  to  him,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  the 
church;  fo  particularly  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  Gentile 
finuers,  as  well  as  to  the  Jevrst  for  promoting  thefe 
ends :  And  this  we  do  under  a  fort  of  holy  and  delight¬ 
ful  con  lira: nt;  becaufe  we  reafon  and  conclude  after 
this  manner,  that  if  according  to  gofpel  revelation,  the 
one  only  Saviour  died  in  the  room  aud  (lead  of  all  forts 
of  tinners  whether  they  be  Jews  or  G  entiles  \  this 
plainly  fuppofes,  that  they  were  all  equally  and  alike, 
by  nature,  children  of  wrath,  dead  in  trefpalles  and 
fins,  {Epb.  it.  1,  ;,)  and  under  a  law  ftntence  of  con¬ 
demnation  and  death  ;  fo  that,  in  this  refpeft,  one  has 

no 


NOTES, 


«h*  grareof  God  tnward  them  :  Aod  there* 
fore  \  underfland  thisverfe  (with  Mr  PyU ) 
to  relate  to  tUeapoftlc’s  preaching  and  be¬ 
haviour  with  ufpeft  to  them,  rather  than  to 
hi;  commendation  of  Hmfttfi  as  it  is  moll 
ccmmoaly  interpresed*  '  Jn  this  view  his 
whole  argument  here,  and  in  aliat  follows, 
in  the  fiittll  conncftWi  ;  aiul  if  « 
rtr  ftder  him,  r  s  hiving  alio  an  eye  upon 
wiiat  he  hail  fatd  in  commending 
and  hit  minPring  brethren,  or,  u  fome  ftp* 
pofe,  upon  his  fpcikiu*  of  hU  ttjtut its  sitd 
T'/fljM,  they  may  iliH  be  taken  in,  JUbier- 
vimt  to  thi*  print-i;  it  view, 

f  The  term  atlu  often  tried,  not  tmiver* 
fifty  >  f»r  every  individual,  i>Ul  £frihaSheIjt 
l'or  ill  forts,  or  for  ibme  of  t^ciy  fovf,  *s 
vW  k  is  fvd,  CRt.btltivtf  that  be  mey  eat 
St! things  (Rom*  aiv*  a*)  and  ihc  Fhaitfccs 
tiit icd  all  herbs  (***  which  is  jcit* 

ly  it»h Haled  all  wt'dAty  t/  Afdj,  (l.uke  x»- 
4*,.)  and  pitti-tti  to  k*:fa  h  fehj  in 

the  hWrrtr  to  be  r  1*1*7  thing, 
hoi  is  tiuly  icndfiThL  Of  men  gnd  of 
1  viih-v.  And  as  *l:c 


Uto  vindicate  his  real  for  the  GtttUet  ajpinft 
the  cavil*  of  his  chief  oppofers  among  the 
Jfw ;  it  fcems  every  way  natural  to  under* 
Ttand  him  as  /peaking  of  ally  in  the  diftri- 
buciw,  rather  Than  in  the  nniverfd  fenfe. 
And  h\  other  places  the  Application,  us  veil 
as  merit  of  Chritt‘5  death,  U  fpoken  of  m 
terms  as  muverfcl  as  this;  but  cannot  pot 
firily  be  underftood  in  an  absolutely  uu limit¬ 
ed  ferric ;  avm  Luke  in.  tf,  AH  fiefo  fail fit 
the  f  detain  of  John  iii.  17,  GtA  Jtrrt 

Us  S$nt  tYat  fhe  world  theevgh  him  might  he 
favedi  and  vi.  35*  The  brad  ef  God  h  ht 
is; inch  wmetb  dwn  fnm  heaven,  andgivtfh 
T;fe  unit  the  wrid*  and  au*  31*  J,  if  I  be  tifa 
(d  rp  from  the  earth,  n  itt  draw  oil  men  unit 
me;  and  Afts  ii.  jy*  l  vritl  pear  oat  of  my 
fiirii  jtpGA  till  fiefa  See  aJfo  the  nous  on 
But  fume  underftarid,  thm 
were  all  dexi<>  to  mean,  agre«*de  to  die  pre* 
ediug  following  context,  then  vere  alt 
!u  dk  to  I’m*  or  to  die  to  thcmftlvcs, 
chat  thry  nir»hr  live  10  Clirifl ;  and  lb  make 
it  a  parallel  phec  to  Kern.  air.  y,  Sf  s*  V;iL 
b‘lL  in  loc* 


itf  WTiqcf brt, 
henceforth  know 
vc  no  nun  after 
the  flefh : 


ut  the  Adh,  yet 
tww  henceforth 
know  we  him  joo 
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no  belter  claim  to  gofpel  privileges  and  UefGngs,  than 
another. 

jtZ?  t^^n**^*  T5  And  we  further  argue  and  coofider,  that  our  blef- 

thry  ^  Lord  died,  as  the  fubltitute  of  Tinners  of  alt  nations, 

fluMid  not  hmoe-  to  this  very  end  and  purpofe,  that  thofe  of  them,  who, 
ft**1*,.1”8  in  virtue  of  his  death,  arc  made  fupernaturally  alive,  by 

unto  him* "which  bis  qulckning  fpirit,  and  through  faith  in  him,  (hon’d 
died  far  themed  from  that  time  forward  no  longer  purfue  their  own  car* 
ib&axaia.  ml,  felfiO>>  and  fecular  intereAs,  nor  indulge  their  own 
lufts  and  paf&on9,  nor  make  their  own  honour,  eafe, 
and  pleafure,  the  chief  end  of  tbeir  living  in  this  world ; 
but  Ihould  devote  tbeir  redeemed  and  recovered  lives 
unto  the  fervice,  intereft,  and  glory  of  their  great  Lord 
and  Saviour,  who  died  in  tbeir  law-place,  to  take  away 
their  fins  by  thefacrifice  of  himfelf  ;  and  role  again,  as 
a  public  perfon,  for  their  juftificaiion. 

rtf  For  this  reafon  therefore  we,  the  rainifters  of  the 
gofpel  of  reconciliation,  think  oorfelvcs  bound  to  preach 

_  it  to  all  nations,  without  regarding  any  man,  as  better 

ihoo^h  'isi  bare  or  worfe,  on  account  of  his  pedigree  and  external  prl- 
f-!!0.”  T*!e8cs>  or  of  his  being  circumeifed  in  the  flefli,  or  not. 

Nay,  though  thofe  of  us  *,  who  were  the  difciplcs  of 
Jefus,  in  the  days  of  bis  flefti,  then  conGdered  and  va¬ 
lued  him,  principally  under  the  notion  of  a  temporal 
Meflrah  (Luke  ix.  46.  and  ALls  i.  6.)  of  Jewifb  ci trail, 
who  came  to  inrich  and  aggrandize  their  nation,  and 
to  eAabliih  their  civil  and  religious  privileges,  and  was 
circttmcifed  in  the  flefli  to  put  an- honour  upon  that  or¬ 
dinance  among  them;  yet  now,  under  the  dearer  re¬ 
velation  of  the  gofpel,  in  confequcnce  of  his  death  and 
refarTe&ion,  afcenGon  to  heaven,  and  elFuGon  of  his 
fpirit,  we  no  longer,  like  the  falfe  apoftles  and  their  ad¬ 
herents,  conGder  and  efteem  him  under  any  fuch  car¬ 
nal  view;  but  have  more  fpiritual  and  exalted  regards 
to  him,  and  more  heavenly  and  holy  conceptions  of  the 
deGgn  of  all,  that  he  has  done  and  (uttered,  as  laying  a 
fotid  foundation  for  advancing  the  divine  glory  and  true 
relig  ion  and  godlinefs,  among  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews, 
17  The  main  thing  therefore  in  the  Chriflian  religi¬ 
on  is,  that  if  any  man,  of  what  country  foever,  be  in 
«!d  ChiiA,  not  merely  by  external  profedion,  but  by  inter* 
*”"**  nal,  vital  union  to  him,  and  pcrfonal  inter  ell  in  him, 
through  faith  in  bis  blood ;  though  fuch.  an  one  doth 
not  ceafc  to  be  a  mau  of  the  fame  clTential  powers  and 

faculties 

NOTE. 

*  The  apoftle  Kdn£  *  flrirsgtr  u>  our  apoUle*  ib  knew  hjrti,  in  the  fenfe  here  in- 
J-^rd,  during  hif  ibo^c  upon  earth,  ou-d  tended ;  and  tbcieA  re  we  mu  ft  thit 

nor  fp^ak  of  him fHf  having  k  noun  Chriit  he  included,  or  rather  pri ad ;;aity  mciiat 
aim’  the  flefli;  but  other*  <ri  Hi  them* 


n 


Therefore 
5l  any  man  U  id 
Chrift  bir  It  9 
<runirc  i 
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ibid**  are  part  a-  faculties*  which  he  had  before  ;  yet*  in  a  moral  and 
tSt>  ***„ bccom!  fpirirual  fenfe,  there  is  fuch  a  thorow  change  in  1»is  nn- 
dsrftanding*  will  and  affefliong,  and  manner  of  life* 
by  the  renewing  influence*  which  he  is  under  from 
Chrift,  his  head*  a$  amounts  to  a  new  creation  after 
his  own  image  ;  (Eph.  ii.  10.)  infomuch  that  his  old 
principles*  inclinations*  motives,  governing  ends*  and 
courfe  of  convention*  which  were  all  corrupt*  world- 
ly,  and  carnal  before*  are  laid  a  fide,  and  done  with* 
as  no  longer  chofen  by  him*  or  maintaining  their  do¬ 
minion  over  him :  And*  inftead  of  them*  behold  the 
wonderful  and  happy  alteration  !  a  new  divine  light  is 
diiTufed  in  his  mind j  a  new  fpiritual  byafs  is  fet  up* 
on  his  heart ;  and  a  new  holy  turn  is  given  to  his 
life  $  fo  that  his  prevailing  fenfe  of  things*  relating  to 
himfelf*  God  and  Chrift*  earth-  and  heaven  5  his  rule 
and  meafnres  of  conduQ: ;  and  his  fettled  principles* 
views,  and  ways  of  ading*  arc  all  inn  rely  new*  and 
dirc&ly  contrary  to  what  they  were  before. 

18  And  »U  18  And  as  God  is  the  creator  of  this  world*  and  e- 
tbinM  ««of  G«t  very  good  and  perfeQ  gift  is  from  above  t  (Jam.  i.  1 7.) 
cileH  uc  to  him*  fo  all  the  great  and  important  things*  relating  to  the 
&if  by  jefw  new  creation ;  and  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  gofpel,  in 
chrift  and  hath,  a]^  ;tg  extent  and  glory,  relating  to  Jews  and  Gentiles,  are 
miniftry0  of  re-  entirely  of  him,  as  their  author,  who  o/his  own  will  be- 
conciliation.  gets  us  with  the  word  of  truth)  (Jam.  i.  18.)  and  who 
has  found  out  an  amazing  expedient*  and  made  it  ef- 
fe&ual*  for  repairing  the  breach*  which  fin  Gad  caufed, 
and  reftoring  friendlhip  between  him  and  us  that  be¬ 
lieve,  by  the  atoning  death  and  fufferings  of  Jcfus  Chrift: 
God  alfo*  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  condefcenlton  and 
grace,  has  honoured  and  entrufted  u$,  his  apofties  and 
imniftirrs,  with  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel*  which  holds 
forth  this  way  of  reconciliation  between  his  offended 
majefty  and  offending  Gnners. 

19  The  tenor  of  which  miniftry  is*  that  the  blefled 
Oo&<n%  '\k  ^od,  according  to  the  eternal  counfels  of  bis  adorable 
Chrift  reconciling  wifrlom  and  grace,  has  been  JirJi  in  this  grand  affair  of 
the  world  onto  reconciling  tinners  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews,  to 
hut^g  thdr  tref*  himfelf,  {fee  the  note  on  John  iit.  16.)  by*  the  media- 
pa  Dei  umo  them,  tioh  and  propitiatory  facrifice  of  his  incarnate  Son,  which 
and  hath  commit-  himfelf  appointed*  provided*  and  accepted*  for  the 
wor/of'rtwiiri-  his  hw  and  juftice,  and  making  peace, 

liuion.  that  he  might  not  charge  any  of  their  tniotfiries,  nor  in- 

flift  their  deferved  puniftimcnt,  upon  fnofe  of  them, 
who  by  faith  receive  the  atonement;  and,  .as  I  faid, 
(ver.  18.)  he  has  appointed,  commilGoncd*  antHent  us 
to  preach  (his  glorious  gofpel  of  reconciliation  and  peace* 
in  ail  the  tvorl  J*  even  to  every  rational  creature,  of  what 
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nation  fucvcr,  as  we  have  opportunity  for  it*  {M&rk 
xvj,  j$*) 

ai^dmb^t1  20  3re  t^cref°re  (*')  cmbafladors  of  peace  *, 
don  for  thrift*  whom  Chrift  haft  font  to  tranfa&  for  him,  in  his  name 
though  God  and  Head,  with  men,  {yer*  ri,}  that  are  in  a  dangerous 
clidbdcaii  jMby  ftarc  0f  vari3tice  with  the  great  God,  and  to  preach  the 
w  gofpcl  of  reconciliation  to  a  loft  world,  {ycr*  19,)  con-* 
fitting  of  Gentiles*  as  well  as  Jewsx  And  as  embafladors 
are  public  minifters,  that  perfonate  the  fovertign  princes 
and  ftatcs,  from  which  they  are  fent,  and  that  negoti¬ 
ate  the  affairs  of  their  principals  ;  fo  in  the  difehargc  of 
our  divine  commifGon,  not  to  fallen  angels,  but  to  fall¬ 
en  men  to  tinners  of  this  lower  world,  wefpeait  from 
God,  as  if  he  himfdf  were  vifibly  prefen  t,  to  in  treat 
them  with  all  endearing  condcfcenfion  and  kiodneb, 
and  to  exhort  them  with  all  authority,  to 

a: tend  unto,  regard,  and  accept  of  the  gracious  propo- 
fals,  which  he  makes  to  them,  by  means  of  our  mini- 
ftry:  We  life  all  proper  arguments,  in  the  name  of 

Chriit 

NOTES* 

*  The  ipoftle  fomatmw  fpcaks  of  him-  up  the  original  thus,  Js  though  V- 

fdf  and  his  bmbren  in  the  mini  ft  nr,  as  fetch  njw  by  mt  -wc  pray  ihcmt  is  C^njVt 
Servants,  Wnfctimtu,  Husbandmen  ,  Labour-  fltotf,  fayisSj  Be  ye  rttsntUcd  to  God\  Ore  Ik, 
«s,  and  the  Irkt,  to  avoid  all  i^runce  of  "as  the  apoitle  hai  in  tile  vtvie,  im  media  trip 
ollciuatioo,andto  intimate  that  they  thought  before  this,  ipoke  of  God's  reconciling  tv 
no  employment  in  ChriA’s  fervicct  too  mean  wii  tnclnfive  of  ro  himlclf,  the 

or  laborious  for  them  to  go  into,  for  the  ho-  words  warn ing  in  Ux  Greek  may  very  pro- 
nour  and  into'dl  of.thar  grt*t  Lord  and  perly  and  caAly  be  Applied  thu»,  As  sb*jb 
Matter,  and  for  the  good  of  immortal  fouls:  G<d  did  bcfttch  tit  vi&r/a  by  Hi,  ve  pray 
Hut  at  other  times,  when  their  characters  in  Chrift' s  fayti jf.  Be  yt  rttnnriitf  to 
were  inlnlml,  run  down  and  vilified,  as  a  ■  God ;  and  lb  it  Teems  to  me,  that  the  aprftlc 
mong  fome  of  the  Corinthians,  he  magnified  was  not  her*  fu  dirc&ly  a<idre;[iu£  hWUf  10 
their  oflic*,  to  Tup  port  their  efteem  the  the  CorinthiM*;  according  hi  their  then  pre- 
church*^  and  vindicate  them  again  It  the  im-  font  character,  who  were  fuppoJed  to  he  aU 
jnfl  reproaches,  eud  contemptuous  treatment  ready  actually  reconciled  to  God,  as  griiiiff 
of  their  enemies.  With  this  view  he  ipokc  diem  an  account  of  the  genc;ul  tcnai-  of  his 
of  tht'm  as  Stewards,  1  Cor.  W,  r.  which  is  min: itry  according  to  what  he  p reached  to 
one  of  the  higbeft  offices  in  a  houfhold,  and  them*  when  he  hrft  came  a<tio^  them,  as 
here  he  fpeAii  of  them  as  embafladon*  which  he  like  wife  did  to  aU  others,  in  their  ftate  of 
koncof  ihtmofthoiicmiableofliecsinahLng-  onregenmey,  whenever  hr  came,  L< 
doin  :  And  though  none  ire  fo  immediately  to  them,  Bcyc  rtctoitiUd  to  G*.V.  Ho 'sever, 
EmbaflaJors  now,  as  the  apuftlrs  were,  who  were  we  to  fappofe  that  he  meant  smv  of  the 
received  their  commiflion  perfonally  fiom  GorhitbiiiJisl  when  he  laid,  fir  y*  rwvmw  is 
Chrift  hi mftlf;  yet  gofpel  minilim  are  im-  Gof\  at  miy  eoiiii:br  it  :s  rdyiiij,  nfit  fo 
dhirty  embalTadors  ftili,  as  they  are  put  into  the  better  part  of  the  church ,  who  w<?c  a!- 
riitir  office  by  his  authority,  accordirig  to  the  ready  brt-u^ht  into  a  Iteicof  rtcom 
1  tiles  of  hk  word;  ^nd  come  on  hi)  meflige  and  friendfliip  with  God  through  Onift,  b*it 
tp  itegotiu'e  the  affciri  of  his  kingdom  in  his  to  the  worft  pari  of  them,  who  had  too 
name,  and  itiimftcririly  to  carry  on  a  treaty  much  fondnefc  for  the  fotic  apoftUs,  &jh1 
of  peace  through  him*  had  difeovered  great  diltiiiofiioo 'o  rhe 

t  It  k  10  he  obfciATd,  that  in  the  two  pure  doctrine  of  fidvation  ufone  by  fc:ns 
middic  cbnfcs  of  this  verfe,  the  proaoun  Chrift  :  Fat  he  tamedbtdy  after  nid 
ytf*  is  nnt  in  the  Greckj  nor  is  it  found  for  rhde^  (chap,  vt,  1  )  Wt  hr  fab  p;a,  >* 
fevenl  verfes  in  the  preceding  context ;  and  rtcrivt  ua  yratt  of  G*Jt  il*t  rU-  doc- 
as  the  apolHc  had  Jj:d,  ver.  n*  tbt  trme  of  his  jtratx1,  hi  im**,  Ikc  rl  e 

Urror  of  th*  Liti^  nc  psr  fadr  ncDsy  tlicrc.)  And  he  toki  them,  thn%  he  ii'  j- 
fiippofo,  th.ai  he  refer*  to  has  wrr  Them  TVilb  jf fcih  jtnhpjyt  iCj  S*t  * 

as  he  there  find,  they  and  wfA  farid  be  cyrrxpsff  jfwu  tit 


Cl.  T, 
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us ;  wc  pray  pn 
in  ChrilU  ftrad,T 

be  VC  ruuticiltd 

IqOoJ. 


xi  For  he  hath 
made  him  tt  be  fin 
for  *ko  knew 
no 


Chrift,  and  for  his  fake,  as  perforating  him,  and  plead¬ 
ing  for  him,  to  perfuade  the  Guful  Tons  of  men  ;  and 
we  afFeQkmately  defire  them,  as  they  would  value  theic 
own  foals,  to  embrace  him,  as  the  only  Saviour  now, 
who  will  be  their  judge  at  the  lait  day  :  (ver.  10,  11)  . 
and  the  fum  of  our  addrefs  to  them,  in  hope  that  the 
Lord  will  make  it  effe£f  ual,  is  this,  Since  fiusfaction  is 
already  made  to  the  juftice  of  God  by  the  death  of  hia 
Son,  that  he  may  pardon  and  .{hew  favour  to  all  forts  of 
Tinners  through  faith  in  him  ;  let  thefe  gracious  encou¬ 
ragements  engage  you  to  throw  down  your  arms  of  re¬ 
bellion,  to  fobmit  to  mercy,  and  to  God’s  own  way  of 
falvation  bjr  a  Redeemer,  as  alfo  to  yield  your  ft  Ives  up, 
by  divine  atliftance,  tnrirely  and  without  referve  to  God, 
that  peace  and  friend  (hip  on  both  fides  may  be  elhbiilh- 
cd  between  bim  and  you. 

21  For  God  the  Father,  in  juftice  to  himfelf,  and  to 
his  law  and  government,  and  in  the  riches  of  his  love 
and  grace  to  us,  whether  we  be  JrwiJh  or  Gentile  belie¬ 
vers,  has  laid  our  iniquities  in  fuch  a  manner  upon  his 
own  Son, that  though  he  was  perfeflly,  holy  and  unipotted- 
ly  pure  in  himfelf,  as  having  no  lin  in  his  temper  or 
practice,  nor  the  leaft  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  on  any  fuch 
account,  and  though  no  iniquity  of  others  was  infufed 
into  him;  yet  our  fios  were  judiciou fly  imputed  to  him, 
by  way  of  law  charge,  and  in  a  facrifirial  fenfe,  as  our 
fubftitutr,  who  had  freely  undertaken  to  anfwer  for 
them  - ;  and  thereupon  he  bore  the  legal  puniQunent 
due.  to  them,  by  being  made  a  facrifice  for  Gn,  when 
through  the  eternal  Jpirit  he  offered  himfelf  -without  fpot 
to  God-y  (Heb.  ix.  14.)  to  the  end  that  {«»)  what  he  vo¬ 
luntarily  fuffered,  in  our  room  and  Head,  might  be  im¬ 
puted  for  j unification  to  us  through  faith  in  him ;  and 
that  we,  by  virtue  of  our  union  with  him^  might  he 

conftitated 


«  O  T  E. 


+  The  irnrtl  *r)  Sin,  common* 

ly  ufrd  in  ih to  fi^nify  a  fin -offer* 
j>;,  in  which  the  guilt  of  the  tfftnjfr  was 
c-  renKioully  transferred  to  (he  iiirrifice;  in 
rnSivn  whereof,  he  laid  hu  hand  upon  its 
brad,  an;i  \z  vas  killed  before  the  Lnrd  to 
atonement,  liev,  iv,  *a, — id,  wi*h 
a  typical  reference  to  the  great  atoning  faerj- 
tiee  of  Chrift  r  aod  uniels  the  gnilt  of  our 
iniquities,  or  the  law  obligation  to  ptmilh' 
v*+\ti  for  them,  had  been  judicially  charged 
u:  him.  it  forms  to  me  that  he  could  out, 

by  my  rule  of  jnilice,  have  here  their  p«* 
r.iJhmcnt:  For,  in  the  order  of  juftice,  our 
i\nh  null  firft  he  ftipnofcd  to  he  placed  toltU 
a.-count  inanfflcr  for  them,  before  he  could 
tuiderg*  the  proper  pmtiihmm  due  to 


them,  lines  .divine  juftice  cm  no  more  po¬ 
ll  ilh  the  birirdy,  and  In  all  refpefte*  stiiU— 
lefk,  tlun  dear  the  Hence  the  ferip- 

tnre  i'o  o*\cn  fpcaki  of  Chrift,  as  made  under 

t)ft  Ia-wt  n  redeeming  frvm  the  carfr  of  the 
fa-c?,  (which  contains  all  the  p  uni  foment 
due  to  fin)  by  hi#  ifinj  tirade  a  ctrrfe  hr  uj* 
and  is  hearing  oar  fnst  and  /**$&**£  fa  far 
the  juft  fir .  the  unjufit  and  ibe  like*  And 
as  Chrift  u-a$  made  fin,  not  by  Uifufion  or 
inhefion,  but  by  that  he  mi^hc 

bear  the  puns  foment  due  to  it :  lb  ve  ore 
mode  the  righfew/nc/s  cf  Cod  in  btm7  for  ju* 
ftifiertion  to  eternal  life,  not  Ivy  an  inherent 
ri^hiorurfucls,  bet  by  the  ivtputetkn  of  Iris 
ri^htcc'.ifnefs  to  t;s,  tbet  brinf?  placed  10  OV 
account,  *$  uurfcfts  ware  to  hi*. 
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iu>  Cns  Att  *«  conftitutcd  righteous  in  the  light  of  God*  in  a  wy  cor* 
A/^ighrLuT^s  refpondent  to  that*  in  which  Cbrift  was  made  fin  even 
«f  God  in  him*  by  the  imputation  of  his  rightepnfncfs,  which  God  him* 
felf  has  contrived  and  provided,  approves  of,  accepts, 
and  mates  over  to  us  for  that  purpofe;  and  which  he, 
who  is  God  in  our  nature,  worked  out,  and  brought  in 
for  us,  by  his  obedience  and  fufferings  unto  death ;  hut 
which,  neverthelefe,  is  not  transferred  aw iy  from  him 
to  us,  as  our  fins  were  from  us  {o  him;  but  whichever* 
laftiogiy  remains  in  him,  as  in  its  original  fubjeft,  to 
whom  alone  belongs  all  the  glory  of  having  been  the  an* 
thor  of  it;  and  which  is  imputed  to  us,  to  free  us  from 
condemnation,  and  entitle  us  to  life,  ouly  as  we  are 
found  in  him*  {Rom*  viU.  i»  and  PhiL  ilu  9.) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  Weffcd  aBuraoce  are  fome  believers  favoured  with,  who  know  that, 
whenever  death  pulls  domra  this  mortal  frame,  they  haw  4  heavenly  mantioo  of 
God’s  own  providing,  and  that  their  fouls  (hall  be  ho  t'ooner  abfenfc  from  the  bo¬ 
dy,  than  prefeut  with  the  Lord,  to  abide  with  him  in  hia  father's  houfe  for  ever 
how  ftrong  are  their  breathings  and  pantinge  after  that  magnificent  and  delight¬ 
ful  world  1  Not  that  they  want  to  be  rid  of  the  body,  or  had  rather  go  to  heaven 
without,  than  with  it ;  but  they  look  and  long  for  an  admiffion  into  Chrift’s  im¬ 
mediate  prefence,  that  this  mortal  Hate,  with  all  its  iraperfe&iotts,  may  be  fwafr 
lowed  up  in  a  glorious  and  immortal  life.  For  this  God  has  formed  them  by  his 
grace :  of  this  he  has  given  them  a  certain  earned  wd  affbnng  pledge  by  his  fpi- 
rit ;  and  in  realizing  views  of  this,  they  now  walk  by  faith,  till  they  (hall  arrive 
at  the  beatific  vifion.  But  O  what  an  awful  day  will  that  be,  when  the  whole 
world  muft  appear  before  the  judgment' feat  of  Chrift,  and  every  one  ttiall  receive 
gracious  rewards,  or  righteous  pumfhments,  in  a  proper  corrcfpondenpc  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  what  they  have  done  in  tlie  prefent  life,  whether  it  bt  good 
or  bad  !  How  confcienttous  and  careful  then  fhould  we  be,  that,  living  and  dy¬ 
ing,  all  our  ferviccs*  together  with  onr  perfons,  may  be  accepted  of  God  in 
the  Son-  of  his  love,  and  that  we  may  have  boldnefs  before  him  at  his  coming  1 
We  thou  Id  now  no  longer  think  of  Chrift,  as  the  faviour  of  the  Jem  only,  but 
of  the  CtntiUj  alfo  ;  nor  conceive  of  the  WdBngs  of  his  kingdom,  as  temporal 
and  carnal,  but  as  fpiritual  and  heavenly;  and  Jhouldtake  heed  of  refting  in  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges  and  profeflions,  fincc  nothing  fiiort  of  vital  union  with  him  will 
be  of  any  laving  advantage  to  us;  and  if  any  man  be  thus  in  him,  he  is  a  new 
creature,  in  a  fpiritual  and  moral  fenfe,  with  refpeft  to  which  old  things  are  paf- 
ltd  away,  and  all  things  become  new.  Who,  that  knows  the  neceflity  of  rege¬ 
neration,  and  the  terrors  that  will  feize  tLc  unbelieving  and  ungodly  in  the  day 
of  judgment?  And  who,  that  has  felt  the  fweet  and  powerful  ccmftratnts  of 
C  brill's  dying  love  to  all  forts  of  tinners,  and  has  hopes  of  heaven  for  his  own 
foul,  would  not  count  himfelf  obliged  to  live  no  longer  to  himfelf,  but  to  him  that 
died  for  bis  fins,  and  mfe  again  for  his  jiiflihcation ;  or  would  not,  with  humble 
and  (logic  aims  at  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  immortal  fouls,  be  define 
to  ufe  all  ways  and  means,  which,  under  the  influence  of  divine  grace,  may  bo 
cffe&ii*]  to  perftiade  men,  as  rational  crc^urcsy  to  contider  their  danger,  and 
the  hope  there  is  in  Chrift  for  them,  and  to  fall  in  with  the  method  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  by  him,  whfeh  God  himfelf  has  contrived?  And  Mefled  he  his  name,  that 
he  has  fet  it  on  foot,  and  committed  the  miniftry  of  it  to  his  femnts,  whom  he 
baa  fent,  as  embafladors  of  peace,  to  promote  and  enforce  it,  with  ah  carneftitds 
and  endearments,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  as  though  the  great  and  offended  Gt^J 
himfelf  fo  far  coadefct tided,  as  by  tbeia  to  Uffredi  the  moft  contemptible  an.! 
unworthy  rebels  to  be  reconciled  to  him-  And  how  great  is  the  linnm  encou¬ 
ragement 
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njremcnt  to  come  in  to  God  through  *  Redeemer ;  fince  be  exhibits  himfclf 
in  the  gofprl,  as  reconciled  by  the  atoning  facrifice  of  his  Son,  between  whom 
and  every  true  believer,  there  it  loch  n  law-change  of  perfons,  as  has  tnn»» 
fared  their  guilt  and  pnniJbmcot  to  him,  that,  infhrad  of  their  trerpafles  be* 
iug  imputed  to  them  for  condemnation,  hit  righteoufoeft  might  be  imputed 
for  ju/lification  to  eternal  life ! 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  apofile  Jbews  the  Corinthians  how  he,  with  others  ef  his  brethren* 
approved  them/ elves  to  be  faithful  minijltrs  of  Chrifi,  by  their  exhort * 
tag  them  to  entertain  the  gojpel  of  reconciliation  with  due  regard,  i, 
2.  Bj  their  unblameable  life,  and  behaviour  under  fufferings  for 
Chriji ,  3, — 10*  By  their  af option  for  them,  which  he  hoped  would 
be  anj-mered  with  the  like  towards  themfehet,  n,— -13.  And  by  hit 
own ,  together  with  hit  brethren *j  earned  concern ,  that  they  might 
have  no  fellowjbip  with  unbelievers  and  idolaters,  14, — 18. 


Tut.  Pa£AFHH19E. 

WE  then,  as  tYEING  therefore  emhaffadore  for  Chrift,  as  though 

cl9»d.<*i.<l  ^‘Kh 

bdach  yvs  ilfo,  fo  being  joint-labourers  one  with  another  in  the  mmif- 
tfc*t  ye  jeccive  fry  of  reconciliation  *,  and  inftrumentally  under-Ia- 
Cod  In  »un?  °f  bourers  to  him,  and  in  our  order  together  with  him, 
for  hit  glory  and  the  good  of  fouls ;  we  not  only  inGft 
on  this  great  article  of  our  miniftry,  among  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  wherever  we  come;  hut  left  any  of  you  fhould 
not  be  in  heart,  what  ye  are  in  outward  proftfGon,  we, 
in  godly  jeaioufy  over  you,  (chap.  xi.  3.)  tenderly  in¬ 
treat,  ««**#•«)  and  earned] y  eshorr  you  alfo  -f,  to 
.take  heed  that  ye  do  not  lightly  efteem  the  gofpel  of  re¬ 
conciliation,  and  receive  it  in  notion  only,  and  fo  ren¬ 
der  tt  unfruitful  in  yourfelves,  and  ineffectual  to  aufwcr 
the  beneficial  deli  go  of  a  doftrinc,  which  may  be  called 
the  grace  of  God,  (Tit.  ii.  11.)  and  the  word  of  bis  grace* 
(Acts  xir.  3.)  as  it  is  the  effe&  of  his  free  favour  $  dis¬ 
plays  its  glorious  fcheme;  and  is  his  appointed  means 
of  conveying  its  rich  bleffings,  with  all  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  the  fpirit,  to  the  faring  of  the  foul. 

1  (Tor  h«  faith  2  For  in  a  prophecy  of  Chrift,  and  of  what  we  now 
L^tf-i^Sed  Preach»  38  taking  place  upon  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews, 
\n(±  Cod  the  Father  lays  to  him  in  his  office  character,  (I/a. 

ilix* 

NOTES, 


*  Will  Sim,  not  being  In  the  Grtti,  ** 
nuy  conlldcr  the  at  intimating,  that 

hr  and  his  brethren  in  ibe  miniftry  were 
jnint  labourers,  mt  i ritb  as  well  u 

Lboiftuv  tagelbtr  with  GoJt  in  their  work, 

t  We  bticech  jtfir  focm*  plainly  to 


frggeft,  that  what  the  ape  file  bad  mention¬ 
ed  of  this  kind,  ebap-v.  10,  was  mot  direc¬ 
ted  immediately  to  the  church  at  Cptixib^  as 
this  u;  (vat  was  rather  an  account  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  tenor  of  bis  mmiftry.  Sot  the  note 
there. 
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*Ad  in  the  day  of  xlix.  8.)  *  1  have  heard  and  anfvrercd  all  thy  defires  of 
thee  :  atB^ance  ta  thy  labours  and  fufferings,  and  of  fuecefs  in 
beheld,  now  it  their  rewards,  (I/a.  xlix.  4, — 6*}  at  a  time,  in  which 
th«  accepted  time  thou  waft  peculiarly  accepted  of,  and  grateful  tome, 
the  tUy  (**¥•  on  account  of  thy  performing  the  work  which 

tioni)  I  gave  thee  to  do;  and,  in  confequenee  of  this,  I  hare 

heard  thy  intcrceflbry  pleas,  that  the  fruit  of  thy  re¬ 
deeming  death  may  he  applied  to  GentiUtt  as  veil  as 
Jewft  by  means  of  the  gofpel,  which  ought  to  be  as  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  all  that  hear  it,  and  will  be  fo  to  them  that 
believe,  as  the  year  of  Jubilee  was  to  thofe  that  were 
then  delivered  from  their  fervitude,  and  reftored  to  their 
inheritances:  And  I  have  t>een  feafonablyat  hand  to 
help  and  uphold  thee,  in  the  day  of  thy  greateft  trial 
and  difficulty,  (If a.  1.  7, — 9.)  wherein  thou  wroughteft 
out  falvation  for  my  people,  and  wert  vi&orious,  in  thy 
fuffering  and  dying  conflicts,  for  reconciling  the  world 
to  myfeJf.  (chap.  v.  19.J  Since  therefore  God  has  thus 
accepted  his  Son,  in  what  tie  has  done  and  fuffered  to 
reconcile  tinners  of  all  nations  to  himfcif,befaold,  with 
attention,  wonder,  and  joy,  that  now,  while  ye  arc 
under  the  gofpel  minittry,  is  the  highly  acceptable  time 
iuftf  r« w)  for  you  to  put  in  for  a  (hare  in  this  re¬ 
conciling  love  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift;  Now  is  the 
time,  in  which  he  will  grucioufly  accept  you  in  your 
coming  to  him  by  his  Son,  and  which  is  worthy  of  all 
acceptation:  Ohfenrcit,  now  is  the  day;  and,  conlider- 
>ng  the  precarioufnefs  of  your  lives,  this  may  he  the  only 
day,  in  which  falvation  from  fin  and  wrath  is  to  be 
found;  in  which  God  propofes  it  to  your  acceptance,  by 
the  gofpel;  and  in  which  .ye,  by  his  grace,  may  hope  to 
be  made  partakers  of  it,  through  faith  in  the  reconcile 
ing  death  of  the  great  Redeemer. 

j  Riving noof- -  3  In  fulfilling  this  our  excellent  minidry,  we  are  en- 

an7t!“aE  ahJed,  by  divine  aOi (lance,  to  behave  fo  circumfpeclly, 
le'niit  bUmed  I7  an^  cautioully,  toward  Jevtf  and  Gentiktt  as  to  give 
no  juft  occalion  of  offence  in  any  place,  or  by  any  means 
whatfoever,  to  thofe  that  feek  ail  advantages  againfl  us; 
left  our  (acred  and  important  office  ilfelf  (hould  fall  un¬ 
der  reproach,  to  the  di (honour  of  Chrift  and  his  gofpel, 
arid-to  the  hindrance  of  its  fuccefs  in  our  preaching  it. 
4  But  in  all  4  Butin  every  circumftance,  and  wherever  we  come, 
thing*  »P=Z  we  labour,  with  an  .humble  dependence  on  help  from 

NOTE. 

•  The  uponds  here  quoted  from  lfineh  bo-  to  times;  and  thi*  calls  further  ViAt 

log  fo  plain  st  propkef  of  thrift,  itud  of  Iu&  foregoing  di&ourfe,  a?  hiring  a  it* 

tbceaiiio^of  the  I  Iwc  son fi tier-  Terence  to  i)  c  GcttlfcSi  arcording  to  fri¬ 
ed  the  tifc  lint  the  apoftle  francs  of  thcmt  /Wife  «5ven  all  a!ong  io  the  iaw 

in  th>*  ifr-ev?  v«w,  rather  than,  as  m;r»y  chsf.vsif.  to  th-Sp*3ce* 
have  done,  in  a  way  of  gcccmmwItfitG  ordy 
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ouridves  as  the 
mini  Acre  of  God 
1r<  much  patience 
in  afflictions,  In 
nocfJlitiif]  indiP 
frctfc*. 


heaven*  to  a£t  up  to  charafter,  in  approving  ourfclves 
tcChrift*  and. the  conferences  of  his  people*  a&  diligent 
and  faithful  mini  tiers*  that  hare  our  commiffion  from 
God*  are  employed  and  owned  in  his  fcrvicc*  and  pur* 
foe  the  great  defigns  of  his  glory,  by  our  abundant  meek* 
nefs  and  patience  toward  men*  and  calm  retaliation 
and  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  in  the  various  puff¬ 
ing  tribulations  of  all  forts,  SwOnnj  •  which  we  fufli  r 
for  Chrift*s  fake;  as  particularly*  in  the  extreme  wants* 
wirh  refpe£t  to  the  things  of  this  life*  thar  we 
endure  \  m  the  great  ftraits  (rv  c-mx??****)  that  wc  are  of¬ 
ten  reduced  to*  as  not  knowing  which  u^ay  to  turn  our* 
fclves* 


$  Tu  ftrip«,  m 
imprtion  omit*, 
in  iLimuhf,  in  la¬ 
bour*,  in  witch- 
in  fallings. 


ff  By  pur-ends, 
byknowlcdgCjby 
Jong-iuffcringj  by 
kind  n  eft,  by  ihe 
holy 


5  Our  patience  in  afiH&ions*  has  been  further  exem¬ 
plified  in  the  ignominious  and  painful  fcourgings*  by 
rods  and  thongs*  that  we  endure  from  Jews  and  Gen* 
tilts;  (chap,  xi*  23*  24,  25*)  in  our  being  caft  into  jails 
and  dungeons*  and  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  cruel 
officers;  {rf£Js+  xvi.  23,  24,)  in  outrageous  infurrefliens 
and  riots  of  infuhing  and  furious  mobs;  [Jtls  xiv  5* 
and  xvi-  22*  and  xvii,  5*  and  xviit*  12-  and  xix.  29-  and 
xxii.  22*)  in  being  broke  of  our  natural  reft  by  innum¬ 
erable  hardships,  as  well  as  fometimes  by  devotional 
fcmees;  and  in  fuffering  denials  of  our  ordinary  daily 
food,  for  want  of  proper  fopplies*  as  well  as  by  rolun* 
tary  fadings  on  religious  accounts* 

6  Our  patience*  under  all  thefe  trouhles*  is  amded 
and  fop  ported  f*  by  the  following  means*  namdy,  by 
the  integrity  which  governs  our  hearts  and  lives,  in 
preaching  the  pure  gofpel  of  Ohrid,  with  (ingle  aims 
at  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  precious  fouls* 
and  by  a  ebade  and  moded  behaviour,  and  all  purity  ;n 
doctrine  and  manners*  futtable  to  our  holy  function;  by 
that  believing  acquaintance  with  gofpel  truths*  and  fpi- 
ritual  wifdom  and  under  flan  ding,  which  we  receive 
frqm  God,  and  arc  the  means  of  conveying  to  others; 
by  that  lenity  and  forbearance,  whereby  we  arc  c;>  nlul 
to  put  up  affronts*  cSgovern  our  pallkms  and  it  font  merits 

.a?  fonder 


N  O  T  P  S. 

*  flic  lions  ftera  to  be  here  ofed  a*  fyuh  preflarci,  as  reduce  one  10  the 

nrrat  term,  wmprthni(!in{  all  Jjrticti*  jir^ztii  IW  (hough  the  grikda'ion 

iar$  which  are  fpecifcd  in  the  remainder  of  would  be  ft  rone  alul  rceuUt  o  t'.-r  y-*f  it 
this,  and  in  the  nrjrt  verft,  as  the  things,  c*nld  noth*  cop  tinned  hro  '!*<:  i-ev  verfr, 
in  the  bearing  of  which,  with  a  becoming  but  there  the  thought  would  link  and  jta'tcn* 
tamper,  tbeir  mcoii^  after  it  had  been  railed  to  ji.  ot 

fpicuovs.  TfcK  in  my  humble  ipprtiien-  imaginable. 

Imo,  Itn  the  (wntiment  ot  both  thefe  rrrfn  f  Here  the  upo'JIc  teems  to  intimate  bow 
in  a  more  beautiful  order,  than  if  we  were,  it  ctme  to  ^afs,  that  they  were  jb  remarkably 
with  fame  others,  to  con  lid  cr  Srtfcflj,  os  and  eicmplarv  parent  uuct^rtheir  multiplied 
importing  afflictions  ta  general  %  Nttefftiit i,  ifftiff'ons.  It  was  by  means  cf  whai  he 
^  frgoifying  rtserr  rri/vAu  troubles;  and  di-  iu  iUU  and  the  :iev>  vtrfc. 

vol.  iv:  t 
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holy  Ghoft,  by 
Uyc  unfcigruJ, 


T  By  the  irard 
of  truth*  by  the 
power  of  God*  by 
the  arminar  of 
righteoufaefk  on 
the  right  hand 
and  on  ifoe  kft, 


6  By  honour 
and  di  [honour  by 
rvil  icport  -ml 
good  tvport ;  as 
do 


under  all  provocations,  and  to  poflefsour  own  Touts  with 
quietoefs  and  peace,  in  humble  hope  of  divine  confola- 
tions  to  fupport  us  under  prefent  trials,  and  of  heaven¬ 
ly  bleflcdnefs  to  put  an  end  to  them ;  by  that  affability 
and  henignity  of  temper,  which  gives  us  a  noble  plea- 
fure  in  doing  good  to  all,  and  even  to  thofe  that  abufe 
us;  by  the  fpecial  a  (li  (la  nee  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  his 
gifts  and  graces,  which  furnifh  us  for  ufefulnefs,  and 
guide  and  animate  us  in  tbe  work  of  the  Lord ;  by  our 
fincerc  and  undifguifed  love  to  Chritt,  to  the  fouls  of 
men,  and  to  the  doQrines  of  divine  revelation : 

7  By  the  light  and  comfort  of  the  gofpel,  which  we 
believe  to  be  infallibly  true,  as  tbe  word  of  that  God 
who  cannot  lie,  and  which  we  preach  according  to  its 
truth,  without  mixture  of  error;  by  the  almighty  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  which  ftrengthens  us  for,- upholds  tu  under, 
and  i$  ma;iifcfted  in,  all  our  fufferings  and  mioiftrations, 
and  enables  us  to  work  miracles  in  confirmation  of  what 
we  preach;  It  is -through,  of  by  means  of  chefe  •»  and 
fuch  like  olfenfive,  and  defend ve  weapons  of  righreouf- 
nefs,  (f«  ™*  *r«i»  w  Ji*«i*ev*wJ  that  we  are  flrengtbned 
with  all  might ,  according  to  CotTs  glorious  power,  unto 
alt  patience ,  and  long-fujfering  with  jojjulnefs-,  (Col*  i. 
il.)  He  bus  fu  mi  (lied  us  with,  this  fpiricual  armour, 
that  we  might  fight  valiantly,  acceptably,  and  fuccefs- 
futly,  in  our  holy  warfare,  as  petfons  completely  arm¬ 
ed,  and  defended  on  every  fide,  again  ft  all  ailaults,  that 
can  be  made  upon  us  from  any  quarter  whatfoever; 
whether  it  be  by  temptations  of  eafe  and  jwofperity  on 
the  right  hand,  or  of  fatigue  and  adverfity  on  the  left. 

9  Being  thus  fortified  agrio  ft  all  our  trials  we  pafs 
with  a  Heady  temper  of  mind  through  different  feenes, 
that  open  before  us ;  (Ji«)  through  the  good  efteem  and 
honourable  refpe£t  of  fome,  without  being  puffed  up  or 
elated  by  them  ;  and  through  tbe  contempcandlhame- 
ful  ufage  of  others,  without  being  deprefled  in  fpirit  by 
them;  through  all  the  hard  fpeeches,  and  infamous 
(landers  of  our  enemies,  to  fink  our  character,  without 
being  difeou  raged,  or  moved  at  them ;  and  through  tbe 

commend' 


MOTES. 


r  -f  He  ar»mr  of  ri*hlwnfutfi  appear*  ca 
me  to  be  fflthtr  a  (Tirnming  up,  under  th:s 
tiskwhat  ;hc  ape ftk  tad  been  Ipcaking  of  in 
thi>  anti  (!^v  f  cegmng  rede,  than  any  thing 
diftinft  frrmi  it  ;  ArA  if  ve  compare  thote 
particular  with  his  account  of  dyc  whiff  nr* 
niter  sf  Irci,  in  EpL  vi*  i  &e.  we  Jhall 
find  a  very  great  agrcc&itn-i  between  them. 
It  is  tikrwi-e  nbiVrvablt,  that  ail  the  prep** 
which  i:i  tins,  wnl  the  forgoing  verfe 


arc  rendered  iy,  are  here  altered  in  the  Grrrt 
from  one,  which  ligrufies  is  or  hft  (<v)  to  a- 
nothcr,  which  fcgmfes  by,  or  tfcro1  (/**)- 
f  In  this  vtrfc,  as  l  dkc  It,  the  ipnftk* 
returns  in  the  flciail,  cfpcclslly  of  hi*  own, 
inclufire  of  iornt^  of  his  brcrhmi1*  Hiihbm»* 
able  and  end  unbecoming  bch»iuur4  in  wc- 
17  rircumftance  of  life,  by  creans  «t  tholi 
fpirit.ua!  advantage*,  whicb  he  tad  recited 
the  two  preceding  \er<«. 
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deccitcrt,  sbd  jet 

%r*c; 


9  As  unknown 
>nri  jet  well 
known;  dying 
a:i;L  behold  *  we 
Ure  ;  !i$  chaHcn- 

fd,  and  not  kil- 

kdi 


10  As  foriw- 
Ail,  yet  aiw*y  re- 
poking;  a$pourt 
yet  making  many 
rich ;  as  having 
no 


commendations  and  applauds  of  our  friends  to  raifeour 
reputation,  without  being  proud  of  them,  or  valuing 
ourftrlves  Upon  them :  God,  in  his  wife  and  holy  pro- 
videncej  has  permitted,  that  we  fhould  he  looked  upon, 
fpoken  of,  and  treated  by  many,  as  hypocritical  impof- 
tots,  that  cheat  and  ierluce  the  people;  and  yet  we,  .as 
the  true  fervatlts  of  Chrift,  are  iincere  and  faithful  in 
preaching  the  gofpel,  and  in  all  that  we  fay,  and  do. 

9  We  are  represented  by  men  of  figure,  and  high 
pretenders  to  wifdom  and  learning,  as  mean,  worthier, 
and  obfeure  perfbns,  of  little  or  no  account,  and  many 
are  ignorant  of  our  real  character ;  and  yet  others  have 
feen  fo  much  of  the  wifdom,  power,  and  grace  of  God 
in  our  miniftrations,  conversion,  and  patience  in  fuf- 
firings,  and  have  had  fo  much  experience  of  fpiritual 
benefit  by  our  means,  that  they  welt  know  us  to  be  ho¬ 
noured  of  God,  and  perfbns  of  importance  to  them- 
felvesj^nd  we  are  known  and  approved  of,  far  and 
wide,  among  all  the  churches  of  the  faints:  We  are  in 
perpetual  jeopardy  from  our  enemies,  like  perfons  that 
feem  to  be  every  day  in  the  jaws  of  death;  and  yet,  be¬ 
hold  how  wonderfully  God  appears  on  our  behalf !  We 
are  (till  in  the  land  of  the  living,  and  are  lively  in  our 
own  fouls:  We  are  trained  up,  as  under  the  fiverelt 
difcipline  from  the  hands  of.  men,  which  we  likcwife 
confidcr  as  the  chaflifements  of  the  Lord;  and  yet  we 
are  neither  brought  down  to  the  dull  of  death,  by  the 
extremity  of  our  fufFerings ;  nor  do  our  reviving  hopes 
and  confidences  fail. 

10  We  feem  to  be  in-a  very  melancholy  and  rmferable 
condition,  as  to  all  outward  appearance;  and  yet  wc  are 
full  of  the  joys  of  faith,  and  of  a  good  conference  with¬ 
in,  and  are  dailyrejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God: 
We  are  indeed  poor,  as  to  the  things  of  this  wot  Id,  ha¬ 
ving  none  of  its  affluence,  or  comfortable  accommoda¬ 
tions  ;  and  yet  wc  are  inftrumems,  in  Ch rift’s  hand, 
of  making  many  rich  toward  God ;  rich  in  faith;  and 
in  good  wotfcs,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  to¬ 
gether  with  ourfelvcs;  Yea,  we  are  fo  extremely  necef- 
fitous,  as  to  have  none  of  the  enjoyments  of  this  life* 

.  that  we  can  properly  call  our  own,  and  we  look  with 

fuch  an  holy  indifference  upon  them,  as  not  to  ddire  to 
have  our  portion  in  them;  and  yet  we  have  all  things 
in  Chritt,  our  head,  who  is  poflcfled  of  them  for  our 
ufe:  As  to  temporal  good  things,  we  hold  all,  that,  his 
providence  deals  out  ro  us,  with  his  blcfflng,  and  in  a 
covenant  way;  and  wc  have  as  much  of  them,  as  he 
fees  heft  and  fitted  for  us,  ami  are  as  fully  fatisfied  with 

2  that 
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nothing,  and  jet 
poffriUnp  all 
things* 


u  O  ye  Conn- 

zfei m, 

is  open  untn  you 
our  heart  is  en- 
Lugcd* 


i%  Ve  are  not 
flrdi'C'cd  i '  uf, 
bur  ye  are  fkratt* 
coed  in  yimroiva 
bowcU- 


*3  Nrfw  for  a 
recompense  in  the 
fame,  (I  fpeak  as 
Hnr.oMrrdrihhreiiJ 
l>e  ye  sUb  e&larg*  , 
c4* 


14  He  jtj  not 
unequally  yoked 
tot*eLhcr  uriEhun 
believers  :  for 
what 


thaty  as  if  we  had  ever  fo  great  a  fulnefs  of  them ;  and 
as  to  fpiritual  and  eternal  biddings,  we  have  the  molt 
excellent  and  durable  riches  in  Chrift,  fome  already  in 
hand,  and  all  the  reft  in  prefetit  title,  and  fure  rever- 
fion,  as  our  inheritance  in  him  which  we,  in  a  little 
timer,  fhall  actually  enjoy  with  him,  in  all  its  extent 
and  glory* 

11  Omy  dear  Corinthian  friends,  wLe  open  ourfelves 
thus  freuly  to  you,  that  ye  may  he  encouraged,  by  what 
ye  hear  of  our  behaviour,  fupports,  and  confutations, 
under  all  our  fufierings  for  Chrift;  and  that  ye  may  be 
able  to  vindicate  our  character  againft  thofe,  that  would 
traduce  it:  And  our  heart  is  fo  full  of  love  and  affeftioii 
to  you,  and  concern  for  your  fpiritual  edification  and  e» 
ternal  falvatiou,  that  we  think  nothing  too  much  to  fay, 
or  do,  to  promote  them* 

12  There  is  no  want  of  kmdnefe  in  our  fools  toward 
you,  nor'of  endeavours  to  do  all,  that  in  us  lies,  to 
fubferve  yourcftablilhment  and  growth  in  light,  faith* 
and  love,  comfort  and  holinefs  ;  nor  is  there  any  defici¬ 
ency  in  the  gracious  do&rincs,  proraifes,  and  privileges 
of  the  gofpd,  to  promote  them,  which  we  minifter  to 
you ;  but,  alas  l  There  is  reafon  to  fear,  concerning 
fome4of  you  at  leaft,  that  your  own  hearts  are  too  much 
ihut- up, -through  the  workings  of  unbelief,  carnality, 
and  pbtA nefs  of  affeftion,  againft  us,  and  again  ft  the 
confolations,  which  are  in  .Chrift  for  you:  which  fuit 
your  tircumftanees ;  and  which  vre  would  fain  have 
you  partakers  of. 

13  And  (Ji)  in  return  for  the  great  love  we  bear  to 
you,  and  for  our  ddire  .  and  labour  after  your  fpiritual 
welfare,  let  us  have  the  pleafure  1  befeech  you,  as  a 
father  would  his  dear  children  of  finding  that  your  beam 
are  enlarged  in  the  fame  reciprocal  afFe&ion  to  us,  and 
in  a  chearful  reception  of  the  truths  and  bleflings  of  the 
gofpd  according  to  theutmoft  benevolence,  with  which 
we  dilate  upon  them,  and  recommend  them  to  your  ac¬ 
ceptance! 

14  In  order  hereunto,  I  would  earneftly  exhort  and 
charge  you,  as  a  father  doth  bis  children,  [ver*  13*} 
and  cfpecialty  the  GmtiU  converts,  among  you,  (who 
are  moft  in  danger,  and  molt  need  the  caution)  that  ye 
by  110  means  intermarry  with  any,  that  are  ftrangers  to 
the  grace  of  God,  and  continue  in  heathenifm  and  un¬ 
belief,  which  would  be  more  difagreeable,  incongruous, 
and  d ^proportionate,  than  yoking  art  ox  and  an  afs,  to 
plow  together,  was  under  the  law:  {Dcut*  xxii.  jo.) 
Nay,  1  would  not,  that  ye  Ihould  cultivate  an  tmnecef* 

far? 
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what  feltowChip 
Mh  righr«>Lf- 
nm  «ith  nurigh- 
xroufnds  ?  and 
vfiiLt  commotiim 
li.Llh  light  *it h 


IS  And  wht 
record  h*rh 
Qnft  with  Belial 
w«btr  pm  kath 
ht  that  believe: it 

with  on  iohdd  ? 


vS  And  what 
zgrccrocnt  h*th 
(ht  temple  of 
God  with  idols  ? 
f-r  yc  are  tl-c 

temple  of  the  li¬ 
ving  God  ;  at 
Cod  hath  laid 
1  will  dwell  in 
them,  and  walk 
id  tbtmi  and  1 
will 


fary  intimacy  of  fociety  with  them,  which  might  corrupt 
your  minds  and  manners  j  and  above  all,  fee  to  it,  that 
ye  never  join  with  them  in  any  of  ihlir  idolatrous  prac¬ 
tices,  which  would  be,  in  effe&,  to  renounce  commu¬ 
nion  with  Chrifl  himfclf,  dirtflly  contrary  to  your  own 
fuppineft,  duty,  and  profeffion:  For  what  intercourfe 
■or  partnerlhip  can  there  be,  in  holy  and  delight, 

ful  friendfhip,  between  one,  that  is  renewed  and  fantti- 
fied  by  the  fpi/itof  God,  and  one,  that  is  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  fin  ?  and  what  religious  fociety  and  commu¬ 
nication  (*•«•«■)  can  there  be  between  an  underflanding 
Chrtftian,  who  is  made  light  in  the  Lord,  and  one,  who 
knows  not  God,  nor  any  thing  of  the  gofpei  of  Chrift, 
but  remains  under  the  power,  and  in  the  kingdom  of 
darknefs  ?  Thefe  are  as  contrary  one  to  the  other,  in  the 
fentiments  and  difpofmons,  as  light  is  to  darkoefs  itfelf- 

1 5  And  what  harmony,  or  mutual  confetti,  (7,w«,'*cr,<T) 

can  there  be  between  thofe  that  beloog  to  Chrift,  as 
members  of  his  myftical  body,  and  thofe  that  are  the 
children  of  the  devil,  that  arch-rebel  againft  God,  who 
for  his  hwleCs  wickednefs,  may  be  emphatically  Ailed  * 
Belial?  Or  wbatdefirahle  lot  and  portion  can  one- 

that  believes  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  have  in  common, 
with  an  unbeliever,  (*«*»)  that  difowns  or  practically 
rejects  him  ? 

1 6  And  whatafuitable  accord  w««*nr)  can  there 
be,  between  the  temple  of  the  only  true  God,  which 
he  has  confecrated  for  himfclf,  and  the  temples  of  fatfe 
Gods,  whom  the  heathens  adore,  and  are  devoted  to  ? 
Dagcn  and  the  Ark  might  Hand  together,  as  well  as 
thefe ;  and  yet  thus  wide  is  the  difference  and  contra¬ 
riety  between  you,  and  thofe  that  are  without  Chrift, 
and  grangers  to  the  covenant  of  promifes :  For  yc  are 
the  habitation  of  God,  through  the  fpirit ;  {Epb.  ii.  22.) 
and  fo  are,  io  a  much  nobler  fenfe,  a  temple  feparated 
for  the  fervice,  and  honoured  with  the  fpecial  prefence 
of  that  God,  who  has  life  in  himfelf,  and  is  the  fountain 
of  natural,  fptritual,  and  eternal  life  to  others,  than 
ever  the  ftately  edifice  at  JerufaUm  was ;  as  appears  from 
what  God  himfelf  has  declared  in  amiem  promifes, 
which,  though  primarily  given  to  the  Ifraelites ,  may 
ultimately  and  eminently  be  applied  to  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  church,  and  to  every  true  believer  in  it,  faying 
{Lev.  xsvi.  II,  12.  and  Ezek  xxxvii.  27.)  I  will  taber¬ 
nacle 


K  O  T  F» 

•  Fxlitlit  t  cpmpwnd  n-ord,  which  st~  eiinfv’Wh  an  TJeut.  xiii.  *j.  te-vhfi,  reiel£~ 
u>  ni:e«vai<i!ogy,  (tor  'ta)  Cjpufif*  ms  eeif  meie-t :  and  lie  «f  this  nar-Wj 

profit,  and  iMortiinji  to  anorhtr  (to?  a?  given  to  iViftwi  ia  ti*  fu&gc  vc  cj*>n, 
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be  their  Cnd 
and  they  lhaKt  he 
my  f  coplr. 


IT  WHerehrc 
tnmc  <nit  from  3^ 
jnorg  ihe!T>,  stud 
fcc  ye  fepanitf* 
faith  the  L»rflt 
and  trtuch  not  the 
unclean  thSnf  ; 

I  will  receive 

y;>“» 


i5  And  xvill 
bit  H  f^ht'I'  Wit 
^  Cii  amf  ye  IH-1 
lis  my  Inns  rml 
dau^h- 


nacle  with  them,  and  fix  my  abode  in,  and  among  them, 
by  way  of  fpecial  relation  and  gracious  influence  ;  and 
will  commune  with  them,  like  a  friend  that  keeps  them 
company,  ami  walks  with  them,  to  hear  and  anfwer 
their  petitions,  and  to  maaifrfl  myfelf  in  diftinguifhing 
tokens  of  love  and  favour  to  them  ;  and  I  will  be  their 
God  in  an  ever! ailing  covenant,  to  make  over  myfrii 
and  all  my  perfe&ions  to  them  for  tfieir  portion*  to 
form  them  for  myfelf  \  to  own  them  for  my  people,  and 
delight  in  them  as  fuch ;  and  to  perform  all  things  for 
them  ;  .and  they  hereupon  (hall  be  my  covenant-people 
and  peculiar  property,  to  furreuder  themfelves  up  10 
me  ;  to  own  me  for  their  God,  and  themfelves  for  my 
people ;  to  ferve  and  delight  in  me;  and  to  fhew  forth 
my  praife. 

17  As  therefore  peculiar  privileges  of  this  fort  oblig¬ 
ed  God's  antient  people,  they^tw,  to  abftain  from  in* 
termarriages,  and  unncceflary  familiarity  with  the  hea¬ 
thens,  and  crpecially  from  fymbolizing  with  them  in 
their  fiiperflitious  and  idolatrous  rites,  and  from  defil¬ 
ing  thcmfclves  with  any  thing  that  was  unclean  ;  and  as 
ye,  who  are  fill)  more  abundantly  favoured  with  thefe 
high  and  glorious  blcflings,  are  under  ftronger  obliga¬ 
tions  to  aft  In  a  corrcfpondence  to  them 5  fo  ye  may 
think  ye  hear  God  faying  to  you,  in  language  like  that, 
which  he  formerly  ufed  to,  perions  of  a  facred  charac¬ 
ter,  {JfaAVu  11.)  have  no  fellowfhip  with  unbelievers 
and  idolaters,  beyond  what  the-civii  duties  of  life  call 
you  to*  (1  Cor.  v.  9,  10.)  renounce  all  their  finful  cus¬ 
toms  and  praftices,  together  with  every  thing  that 
would  endanger  your  compliance  with  them  ;  and  keep 
nt  the  remotrftdiltance  from  them,  that  ye  may  adhere 
intirely  to  me,  as  the  only  objett  of  your  faith  and  love, 
worEliip  apd  obedience  ;  and  do  not  meddle,  in  the  lead 
degree,  with  any  of  their  abominations,  which  are  fo 
defiling  to  confidence,  and  loathfome  in  my  fight:  And, 
for  your  encouragement  hereupon,  be  allured  that  what¬ 
ever  ye  may  ftificr  in  your  names,  and  outward  efUte, 
on  this  account,  I  will  take  you  into  my  favour  and  pro¬ 
tection,  and  into  the  moll  delightful  and  advantageous 
communion  with  myfelf  here  ;  and  will  receive  you  to 
my  kingdom  and  glory  hereafter. 

iS  And  I  will  not  only  be,  but  manifefl  myfelf,  in 
the  molt  gracious  and  endearing  manner,  to  be  your 
heavenly  father;  and  will  be  a  better  relation  to  yen*, 
than  any  th.:r  ye  c.m  have,  or  lofe  upon  earth ;  and  ye 
ftiaU  be  my  children,  a  family  of  beloved  Tons  and 
daughters  to  me;  and  fiiall  accordingly  he  dealt  wiih, 

owned 
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daughters  r&uh  owned  and  bleffed,  as  fucli  here  and  for  ever,  fays 
tr*  *  '*  "  the  Lord  Jehovah  (/it.  xxxi,  1,  9,  ami  2  vii. 

14*)  who  is  faithful  to  his  promifts  and  i$  infinitely  a- 
blc  to  make  them  good* 

RECOLLECTIONS- 

Whit  an  honour  and  encouragement  is  it  to  the  'faithful  ftTvants  of  Chrift,  that 
troi*  and  they. in  a  proper  order  arc  embarked  and  employed  in  the  fame  glorious 
ci-jfc,  which  U  founded  on  ChrA’s  acceptance  with  the  Father,  that  tinners 
might  be  accepted  through  him  !  The  day  of  gofpd  grace,  fa  the  only  day  for 
finding  acceptance  with  God;  and  therefore  every  one  fliould  fee  to  it*  that  lie 
receive  it  without  delay,  and  do  not  hear  of  it’s  glad  rulings  in  vain.  But  how 
careful  fhould  ministers  be,  to  behave  mfounblameablo  a  manner,  as  not  to  dtfgrace 
their  facrcd  office,  nor  prejudice  their  hearers  againrt  thcdoArincs  they  preach  ! 
They  are  to  approve  the mic Ives  faithful,  by  their  purity  and  knowledge,  patience, 
kmdnefs,  and  unfeigned  love,  in  all  their  fuffirriugs,  trials,  and  labours,  by  the 
aflifUnec  of  the  holy  Ghofl;,  by  a  right  11  fe  of  the  word  of  truth  and  the  armour 
of  rightmifaefs,  to  guard  them  agaiuft  temptations  on  every  fide,  even  foch  as 
arifefrom  honour  and  dilhonour,  frjm  evil  report  and  good  report:  and  they 
fhnuld  labour,  hy  divine  grace,  to  behave  as  true  and  faithful  per  (on*,  and  to  be 
made  manifefl,  as  filch*  in  the  confidences  ami  eAeem  of  real  Ghriituna,  while 
they  are  Induced  as  deceivers,  or  are  treated  as  mean  and  iufiguificant  wretches, 
by  others*  In  this  way  of  acquitting  them&lvcs,  behold  how  fignally  God  ap¬ 
pears  for  them  J  How  much  foever  they  may  be  chafteried,  they  arc  wonderfully 
kept  alive,  till  their  Lord  has  done  his  wort  by  them:  Mow  fad  foever  their  out¬ 
ward  condition  may  feem  to  be,  they  arc  filled  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing; 
And  how  poorfoever  they  be  in  this  world,  they  pofTers  alt  things  in  Chart,  their 
head,  and  are  inftruments  of  making  many  rich  toward  God.  O  how  freely  and 
afifeftionatriy  ere  their  heart®  and  months  open  to  their  Clicks  ;  and  wliat  a  reaftm- 
able  return  is  it,  that  their  people’s  hearts  fhouM  be  enlarged  in  like  love  to  them  1 
For  they  are  neither  ftraitned  in  the  love- of  their  pallors,  nor  in  their  mimflrations 
of  the  promifes ;  but  all  their  ftraitnefs  lies  within  tUvrafelws,  in  their  own  carna¬ 
lity  and  unbelief.  And  how  concerned  Jlmuld  believers  be  for  grace,  to  enable 
them  to  live  anfiverable  to  the  exalted  privileges,  by  which  tied  has  honoured  nod 
d:ft;ngu;fhed  them  ;  to  abftain  from  every  thing,  that  has  the  leafl.  alpcG  of  fal¬ 
ling  in  with  any  corruptions,  that  lie  in  oppolition  to  the  purity  of  their  faith, 
worfliip,  and  obedience;  and  to  take  heed  that  they  he  not  unequally  yoked  with 
unbelievers  in  any  relation,  or  in  any  fettle,  that  tends  to  cufunre  and  defile  them. 
For  they  can  no  more  haveChrifttan  fd!owfli:p>with  other:;  in  linfitl,  fuperfliti- 
ous  and  idolatrous  enftoms,  than  righteoufnefs,  and  unright  eoufnef*.  bj;ht  and 
darknefe*  ChriA  and  Belial,  or  the  temple  of  God  and  idol?  can  be  reconciled  and 
harmonize.  And,  to  encourage  the  people  °f  God  to  feparatc  Tronn  every  thing 
polluting,  and  offenfive  to  him,  he,  who  is  the  Lord  Almighty,  has  pvonnfed  that, 
in  their  relutqtiiihing  fuch  things*  they  Hull  be  do  Jofcrs  ;  but  tb.it  he  will  dwell 
in  them,  and  commune  wrth  them;  will  receive  them  into  Ids  fp-.-rial  care  ami 
protection;  and  will  be  the  belt  of  fathers  to  them,  and  treat  tucm  as  bis  lima 
a:id  daughters,  whom  he  has  nude  heir*  of  eternal  life. 

NOTE* 

*  The  fubftance  of  this  pTtwmfc  is  fmmd  the  apoftle  may  be  fuppofcil  to  stpplyto  aU 
in  the  plircs  referred  to  Ut  the  psraphraNt;  true  believer?,  in  Ukc  number  ihe  procnife 
cm  relating  to  the  Nr*  TclUmcnt  ci;vncli,  rcade  paiticuhriy  to  h  applied  l* 

j.i\d  the  odwrt  huajcdiiitdy  to  Svlcxi/ti  which  than  m  tUb.  xui, 


C  H  A  p. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

The  apcJUe  fhuts  up  bis  laji  argument  with  an  exhortation  to  wwverfal 
boiinefs,  r.  Intreats  the  whole  church  to  bear  the  like  ajfe&ion  to 
birnt  as  he  did  to  them,  2 — 4.  Tells  them  how  greatly  he  rejoiced, 
amidjl  all  kit  tribulations ,  in  the  account,  -which  Titus  gave  him ,  of 
their  ready  compliance  -with  the  orders  of  his  former  letter,  and -of  Us 
happy  effeft,  as  it  produced  their  farrowing  to  repentance ,  5 — 12. 
And  in  the  comfort  that  they  and  Titus  had  together ,  who  found  a  kind 
reception ,  and  faw  fuels  things  among  them ,  as  anfwered  the  good  re¬ 
port  which  the  aptflle  had  made  of  them ,  13 — 16. 


T  fuT, 

XJAving  there¬ 
fore  theft 
pro  mite*,  (dearly 
Mfive-i,)  lei  us 
clean  c  oijrftlve? 
from  alt  file- 
of  the  Roll  and 
fin  fit,  pctftOinj 
fttlinefe  in  the 
fear  of  God, 


%  Receive  vs  ; 


Paraphrase. 

BEing  therefore  favoured  with  fuch  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promifes*  as  have  been  but  now  men¬ 
tioned;  (j Chape  vi*  16,— 18-)  let  u3>  my  dearly  beloved 
brethren,  be  excited  and  encouraged  to  labour,  m  a 
dependence  on  promifed  grace*  and  in  hopes  of  pro¬ 
mifed  glory*  to  purify  ourfeWes*  by  believing  applica- 
lions  to  the  blood  and  fpirit  of  Chrift  for  deliverance* 
and  by  a  confcicntious  departure  in  heart  and  life*  from 
all  and  every  kind  of  iniquity*  which  is  theworft  of  de¬ 
filement  i  both  from  thofe  fins*  that  are  committed  by* 
and  infcCt  the  body*  fuch  as  undeannefs*  drunkenntfs* 
intemperance,  ijc*  which  make  us  like  the  beads  that 
periih  %  (Pf&L  xlix.  12,)  and  from  thofe  fins*  that  arc 
mod  immediately  aCted  by*  and  pollute  the  foul*  fuch 
as  falJehood*  pride*  malice*  eirr/ which  form  us  into 
the  odious  likenefs  of  the  Devil*  that  father  of  lies,  and 
proud  implacable  enemy  to  God  and  man:  John  via. 
44*  1.  Tim.  iii.  6,  and  1  Pei.  v.  8-)  and  let  us  not  only* 
through  the  ipirir,  mortify  the  evil  deeds  of  the  body 
of  fin  *  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  Rom.  viii.  13.)  but  like* 
wife  prefs  after  univerfal  holfriefe*  as  thofe  that  art  net 
already  ptr/eR?  but  are  reaching  forth  to  theft  thing j 
which  are  before^  till  we  (hall  have  completed  our  courfe 
of  obedience,  and  arrived  at  finlefs  perfection*  {Pbih 
ill  1 2,  13.)  by  maintaining  a  folemn  reverence  of  God, 
and  by  the  powerful  workings  of  his  new  coven  a  nt*  fear* 
which  he,  as  out  God*  has  put  into  our  hearts*  that 
we  might  not  depart  from.  him.  {Jtr*  xxxii.  40.) 

2  But*  to  return  #*  i  carncftly  intreat  you  to  receive 

me 


N  O 

*  Ii  hiv.c  breo  i  jufter  dtvifinn  of 

|lv;’  chapters,  it'  this  verfe  had  been  made  ifre 
firTof  the  fcvmih  chapter,  iod  the  frrlt  of 
tjiyi  had  doftd  the  fixw  :  fjr  the  mtH  tci& 
Qiw.s  up  that  part  ai  the  dlfi^ur'e 


T  E_ 

nhich  the  apcftfcnwthcn  upon  %  and  there 
appears  to  be  little  or  no  connexion  berwn 
this  verft  and  ibal-  But  hetc  he  brings  in  *gam 
what  he,  every  now  and  then,  had  louditi 
upon  before,  as  particularly  in  chap.  iii.  *. 


Ch.  vil 


we  haft  vfoapcd 
no  man,  wchavc 
irrupted  no  man 
ue  hi defraud* 
t  J  no  man* 


*  I  fpeak  not 
thi;  Co  cotukino 
v?w:  for  l  have 
raidbtfare,  that 
you  arc  in  our 
ivta-ts  to  die  and 
live  with  js(t. 
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me,  together  with  my  other  faithful  brethren,  into  your 
good  opinion,  and  cordial  afieQion ;  to  embrace  the 
dottrine  we  preach  in  the  name  of  Chrilt;  and  to  own 
and  fubmit  to  the  authority,  we  have  received  from  him. 
To  engage  you  hereunto,  be  pleafed  to  confider,  that, 
we  have  never  given  you  occasion  to  do  otherwife  j  but 
can  appeal  to  Cod,  and  to  oar  own  arjd  your  confcien- 
oes,  that  we  have  never  injured  the  reputation  of  any 
-of  you,  nor  any  way  hurt  you,  but  always  aimed  at 
doing  you  good ;  nor  have  ever  corrupted  any  of  your 
minds  with  errors,  or  by  flattering  fpeeches,  gifts;  or 
bribes ;  nor  have  ever  over-reached  you,  or  made 
a  gain  of  you,  as  yoor  falfe  teachers  have  endeavoured 
to  do.  {chap.  xi.  3,  20.) 

3  I  do  not  infill  on  thefe  things  from  any  ill  will  to¬ 
ward  you,  or  as  though  I  fufpe&ed,  or  would  charge 
and  condemn  you,  in  the  balk,  for  having  flandered 
us  with  infinuations,  that  we  had  wronged,  corrupred, 
or  defrauded  you  ;  no,  I  can't  entertain  fuch  an  unkind 
and  uncharitable  thought  of  you:  Fori  have  already 
told  you,  {chap,  iit,  a.)  that  ye  are  our  recommendatory 
epiftU,  written  in  our  hearts  •,  and  fuch  is  oar  ardent  af¬ 
fection  to  the  generality  of  you,  and  intire  confidence 
in  you,  that  we  could  pot  only  venture  our  reputation 
in  your  hands,  with  the  greateil  fatisfadion  ;  but,  were, 
we  not  called  to  important  fer vices  in  other  places,  we 
could  very  gladly  fpend,  and  be  fpent  inurcly  for  you, 
{chap,  xti.  15.)  and  could  chearfully  live  and  die  with 
you,  as  a  people  heartily  loving  us,  and  beloved  by  us. 

4  It  is  from  my  affeQionate  concern  for  you,  that  I 
ufe  rhe  utmoft  freedom  and  plainnefs  in  writing  to  you, 
about  the diforders  that  have  fprung  up  among  you; 
and  it  is  from  the  confidence  I  have  in  the  major  part 
of  you,  that  I  fo  greatly  rejoice  and  glory  in  you,  while 
I  think  of  you  as  obedient  children,  whom  I  have  mi* 
nifterinlly  begotten  to  Chrift  through  the  gofpel ;  (1  Cor . 
iv.  15.)  and  that  I  fpeak  fo  highly,  even  to  a  fort  of 
boafltng  of  you,  whereto  ever  I  come:  {Chap,  ix.  1.)  I 
am  filled  wirb  abundant  confolation,  in  every  review  of 
what  God  has  done  hy  me  among  you ;  and  it  is,  be¬ 
yond  expreflion,  the  joy  of  my  heart,  amidft  all  the  re¬ 
proaches  and  heavy  afflictions,  that  have  befallen  me, 
and  my  companions  in  labour,  from  profefied  friends, 

and 

NOTE. 

&c.  and  to.  1.  &c.  «d  v.  i>,  13  *od  part  of  the  church  from  their  falfe  teachcri, 
what  he  had  macti  in  hn  thoughts,  a*  one  uud  to  preferre  his  inttitif,  as  an  apoftlc  of 
nuln  drift  in  ikist  as  well  as  in  hi*  former  Chrift  in  their  alftttioo*,  aiidaflurc  tbtitiof 
epirtie,  whidi  vni  so  take  off  the  fc£twjis  Itis  own  toward  them* 


4  Great  «  my 
boldntftoffpcixh 
toward  yon,  great 
is  my  glorying  of 
voq  ;  I  am  filled 
v-uh  'comfort.  1 
3  tn  exceed  ing  j  oy* 
fuJ  tn  all  our  tn* 
buiatWQ* 
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%  For,  whfn 
m  ivcrt  c omc  in- 
to  Macedonia  our 
ilcfh  had  no  reft, 
Vqt  we  were  trq>u~ 
bled  on  every  fiile 
wet  bout  were 
fighting^  within 
wre  £ 


6  Hcvmhdefis 

Cod*  that  com- 
frruth  chnfc  that 
are  call  do*  a, 
Comforted  ii5 
the  comins'of  Ti- 
tus ; 


And  not  by 

his  coming  jjnly 
butby  the  confo- 
Ution  wherwith 
he  was  comforted 
in  yout  when  he 
told  of  your  or* 
i\e(t  defirp,  ymir 
mourn ing7  your 
Fn-vcnt  mind  to¬ 
ward  me ;  fo  th&t 
I  rejoiced  ,  the 
«mrer 


and  from  fecret  and  open  enemies,  to  hear  that  things 
are  now  fo  much  better  with  you,  than  I  feared. 

5  For  as  when  I  came  to  Troai,  I  had  no  reft  in  my 
(pint,  becaufe  I  found  not  Titus,  my  brother  there,  to 
give  me  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  your  a  flairs  ;  (chap. 
ii.  12,  13.}  fo  when  we  came  into  Macedonia,  we  had 
no  reft,  night  or  day,  in  body  or  mind,  both  becauf', 
for  fame  time,  we  could  not  meet  with  him  there  nei¬ 
ther,  and  becaufe  additional  troubles  attacked  us  from 
every  quarter  ;  We  had  warm  contentions  and  flruggles 
with  many  furrounding  adverfaries,  that  violently  op- 
pofed  us  and  ourdo&tine :  and,  at  the  fame  time,  w; 
were  full  of  anxious,  and  diftrelfing  thoughts  in  our  own 
minds,  left  your  falfe  teachers  fhould  gain  ground,  and 
pervert  .any  of  you  ;  and  fo  both  we,  and  the  gofpd 
flionld  lofc  credit,  among  you.  (Chap.  xi.  2,  3.) 

6-  But,  at  length,  our  gracious  God,  the  Father  of 
mercies,  (chap.  i.  3,  4.)  whofc  endearing  character  it 
is,  to  comforttbem  that  are  dejected  and  brought  low 
and  who  only  knows  how  and  when,  and  is  both  will¬ 
ing  and  ahle,  to  do  it,  was  plea  fed  to  relieve,  encou¬ 
rage,  and  comfort  us  by  means  of  the  happy  arrival  of 
our  beloved  and  faithful  brother  Titus,  who  came,  by 
the  good  hand  of  the  Lord,  juft  in  feafon  to  us. 

7  And  this  confolatton  was  occaOoned,  not  only  by 
his.  fafe  return  to  os,  which  we  had  been  long  wiihtng 
and  praying  for;  but  in  a  fpecial  manner,  by  the  de¬ 
lightful  account,  which  he  gave  us  of  the  great  fatisfac* 
tion  and  pleafiire  he  received,  in, con  vetting  with  you, 
and  in  Ending  things  to  he  in  fo  good  a  ftate  among 
.you :  As  for  inftance,  when  he  rehearfed  to  us,  at  large, 
what  he  had  feen  and  heard  of  your  ftrong  defire  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  counfels  and  warnings,  that  I  had  font  you 
for  re&ifying  various  diforders,  and  particularly  in  what 
related  to  the  iuceftuous  perfon  ;  {1  Cor,  v.)  when  he 
further,  told  us  of  your  deep  and  humble  lamenta¬ 
tion,  that  fuch  fcandal  fhould  be  thereby  brought  on 
the  name  and  ways  of  Chrift,  and  fo  much  connived 
at  by  the  church,  and  that  fuch  offence  and  grief  fttoukl 
be  thereby  caufed  to  myfelf,  as  well  as  many  others ; 
.and  when  he  allured  us  of  your  affedionate  zeal  and 
■  concern  for  my  perfon,  reputation  and  authority,  as  :m 
apoflle  of  Chrift,  after  all  the  (harp  rebukes,  which  in 
faithfulnefs  I  had  given  you  :  THefe  were  the  thin  in, 
that  exceedingly  heightened  the  pleafute  of  his  good 
company,  and  gave  me  more  abundant  joy,  than  1  he- 
fore  had  fear  concetaing  you. 


8  F:i 


B  For  though 
J  mad t  you  lorry 
ltithaktcerj  ldo 
M  repent, 
though  I  did  re¬ 
peat  ;  for  I  per¬ 
ceive  that  the 
ft  tic  qiiflle  made 
you  fnrry  (hough 
r*'ifrrf  bnl  for  a 
Jcalbn* 
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8  For  though  what  I  wrote  in  my  former  letter  with 
fonre  Jrrtrity,  as  the  circamftances  of  things  then  re¬ 
quired,  did  occafion  great  gtiefund  trouble  to  you  ;  yet 
fince,  by  the  bleilingof  God,it  has  produced  thefe  happy 
efFe<9ts,  I  do  toot  regret  my  dealing  fo.  roundly  with  you  ; 
though,  I  muft  confefs,  fo  great  was  my  lore  and  ten* 
dernefs  of  fpirit  for  you,  that,  as  I  faid, . {chap.  it.  4.} 
I  wrote  it  with  many  tears  ^  and  could  not  but  be  hearti¬ 
ly  grieved  to  think  what  a  necefluy  I  was  under  of  uf- 
ing  lo  much  iharpntis  with  you  •,  and  I  was  afterwards 
concerned,  for  fear  it  might  wound  fome  truly  gracious 
fouls,  to  whom  it  did  not  belong,  and  who  ought  rather 
to  have  been  comforted;  and  had  it,  after  all,  failed 
of  it's  de fired  fuccefs,  and  had  1  thereupon  only  confut¬ 
ed  what  might  be  agreeable  to  my  own  friendly  difpo- 
fitions  toward  you,  1  ihould  have  repented  that  1  had 
given  you  any  dHturbance  * :  For,  as  1  then  apprehend¬ 
ed,  fo  I  now  find,  by  what  Titus  tells  me,  that  tbe 
forcmer.tioned  epiftle  afFe&ed  you  with  extreme  dif- 
trefs  and  trouble  (though,  blefltd  be  God,  it  was  only 
for  a  luck  while,  mufmuch  as  ye  were  foon  influenced 
by  it  to  fet  to  rights  what  was  amifs  among  you;  and  fo 
that  fhort  forrow  was  turned  into  lading  joy.) 

9  1  now  heartily  rejoice,  not  bccaufc  ye  were  made 
uneafy,  as  though  I  took  pleafure  in  your  grief  for  its 
own  fake;  butbecaitfe  your  forrow  worked  in  an  in¬ 
genious  manner,  to  humble  and  prove  you,  and  bring 
you  to  fincere  repentance,  for  the  evils  that  had  been 
found  among  you :  For  ye  were  aiHi&ed,  and  mourn¬ 
ed  with  a  religious  frame  of  fpirit,  like  rrue  penitents, 
with  a  felf-abafing,  contrite  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  as 
committed  againfl  God,  with  humble  confeflions  of  it, 
and  with  full  purpofe  of  heart,  to  have  no  further  fel¬ 
lowship  with  it;  but  to  put  it  away  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  is  according  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  (**r*  ©w) 
by  the  afliftance  of  his  Spirit,  and  to  the  honour  of  his 
great  and  holy  name :  Thefe  kindly  workings  of  godly 
Sorrow  were  wrought  in  you,  to  the  end  that,.  {*»“)  in- 
ftead  of  being  provoked  and  enraged- on  one  hand,  or 
difeouraged.  on  the  other,  to  the  injury  of  your  own 
fools,  by  what  I  faid,  {ver*  8, 12.)  ye  might  mak?  lb 

good 

T  Z. 

tenderly  loved  them,  in  cafe  any  irksome 
mcailiTc*,  wtSeh  he  had  taken  with  (hum, 
ihtntlrl  no:  aufwer  their  defined  end  :  Accor* 
dtngly  the  origiul  voids,  (v  fitTUutXvp&f 
tt  ytxt  are  rendered  hy  feme 

criiiv's  stud  the  latitude  of  the  fenfe  will  bear 
it,  Ido  Hji  tUngk  ip&ld  tj v* 


f  No*  I  re¬ 
joice  not  that  ye 
were  nude  forry, 
hut  that  Tt  far* 
rowed  to  repen¬ 
tance  ;  for  ye 
were  made  ferry 
aficra  j'ndly  mac* 
ner,  that  ye 
might  receive  da* 
rrjgi!  hy  uain  rv>* 
tiling. 


N  0 

*  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  apotfJe 
ever  did  properly  repent  of  any  that 

hr  had  wrote  under  divine  iflfpnuon ;  and 
therefore  vc  art  u>  undtrlbntl  what  he  here 
fay*  about  it,  .is  figflifying  only  fuel)  a  fort 
rtf  Uifrc-n-  a*  one  would  have,  u*tc  htf  t*>  vo- 
of  what  he  iud  d^rc,  or  o-nly  what 


ML. 
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good  an  improvement  of  it,  ae  to  receive  no  hurt  in 
anyrcfpeX  what  foe  ver,  butilldefirable  advantage  by  it. 
for  F^r  jo  For  fpiruual  grief  and  contrition  of  foul,  like 
re^tnuriL^To  yours,  god  ward,  and  according  to  his  will,  on  account 
virion,  not  to  be  of  offences  com  mined  againft  him,  has  the  happieft 
f6?1  tendencies  and  cffcfls:  It  produces  that  evangelical  re* 
PcntanccJ  under  apprehenfions  of  the  mercy  of  God  in 
death.  Ohrid,  which  confiflsin  a  thorough  change  of  the  mind, 

heart,  and  life,  with  regard  to  fin  and  duty;  and  is 
conne&ed  with,  and  will  certainly  ifiiie  in,  a  complete 
deliverance  from  fin  and  wrath,  and  advancement  to  t- 
ternal  glory ;  yea,  in  the  very  nature  of  things;  as  welt 
as  by  the  ordination  of  God,  it  always  goes  before,  and 
is  praftlfed,  more  or  1  eft,  till  an  actual  enjoyment  of 
final  faivation ;  Vnd  fo  this  is  an  excellent  fort  of  repen¬ 
tance,  that  need  not,  ought  not,  nor  ever  was,  or  wilt 
be,  repented  of;  There  can  be  no  caufe'for  repenringof 
this;  on  the  contrary  there  is  the  higheft  reafon  to 
choofe  and  cherifh  it,  to  rejoice  in  it,  and  blefs  God 
for  it.  But  the  anxiety,  trouble,  and  impatient  vexa¬ 
tion  of  fpirit,  which  men  of  carnal  minds  have,  relating 
to  the  prefent  world  *,  on  account  of  their  Ioffes  and 
difappointments,  difgrace  and  troubles,  especially  when 
they  have  brought  them  upon  themfdves  ;  and  the  dif- 
trefs  and  anguifh,  that  the  awakned  confciences  of  the 
men  of  this  world  feel,  in  terrible  and  defpairing  re¬ 
flexions  on  their  folly,  guilt,  and  danger,  merely  on 
account  of  the  mifebief,  their  evil  doings  have  expofed 
them  to,  increafe  their  fin  and  torment,  impair  their 
health,  (Prov*  xvii*  22*)  and  fom crimes,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  Ahitophet  and  Judas ,  (2  Sam*  xvii»  23.  and  Matthi 
xxvii.  5.}  make  them  lay  violent  hands  upon  themfdves; 
or,  at  leaft,  one  way  or  other,  haften  their  death  and 
ruin,  both  as  to  the  life  which  now  is,  and  that  which 
h  to  come* 


■  t  For,  behold 
ibis  felf- fine 
tiring  tbit  ye  for* 
ro  wed  after  a.  g  od* 
ly  Ion,  whit  Orc- 
fui- 


1 1  Nov  it  is  the  firft,  and  not  the  lift  of  thefe  hinds 
of  for  row  and  repentance,  that  my  letter  was  the  means 
of  producing  in  you :  For  obfetve,  as  I  myfelf  do  with 
great  pleafure  and  thankfulnefs  to  God,  your  ingenu¬ 
ous  mourning  on  account  of  what  ye  have  done,  and  of 
what  has  beeft  found  among  you,  againlt  him,  has, 
through  divine  grace,  wrought  in  a  holy  manner,  and 

brought 


NOTE. 


-f  Since  the  world  may  be  taken  either  for 
fie  things  of  the  Krtrfr,  as  in  Matth.  x vi,  itf. 
and  1  John  li .  15,-17.  or  for  tie  carnal  m*n 
#/  the  -wcrldt  as  in  John  jctii.  d,  j>,  1*,  id, 
13.  and  1  John  v,  t?.  the  Far^phrale  n 
fjrmed  with  a  view  to  both:  and  mtthiuks 


the  temper  of  the  snot  of  the  1 wrl<ft  in  their 
ferrofing,  which  -ufcrki  eternal*  as  well  as 
temporal  death)  (lands  in  a  hauttful  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  better  fpirit  that  the  CpreJiiAwu 
had  difcoycrcd  in  their  ioTtcwir-E,  *h\t[i 
ic vrked  rt^estance  to  fatvsfan* 
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fulocf&itvroBght 

in  you,  yt*  i vani 
daring  of  your- 
fcWes,  y«Ap  ipbai 

indifDaiiati,  jea, 

ivhat  far,  y*a, 
Vtaf  vehement 
define,  yea,  what 
2tid,  yw*  what 
refuge  ?  In  all 
thing'  yshav#3pw 
proved  yourlMvts 
10  be  dev  in  this 

JtBitcr* 


brought  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance  *.  Obferve 
what  though  tfolnefe,  care,  and  diligence  it  worked  in 
you,  to  comply  with  my  orders,  and  to  approve  your- 
felves  to  God  in  rc£tifyiog  wbat  was  amifs:  Yea,  what 
happy  influence  it  bad  upon  you  to  take  fuch  meafures, 
as  might  furnifh  out  a  plea  >■«'’')  againft  any  ac- 
cufation,  as  if  ye  would  partake  with  the  inceftuous  per- 
fon  in  his  guilt,  or  would  allow  of,  indulge,  or  con¬ 
nive  at  any  (in  in  yourfelves  or  others;  Tea,  what  ho¬ 
ly  indignation  and  warm  refentment  it  railed  in  your 
fouls  againft  your  own  iniquities,  aod  againft  the  fins 
of  that  delinquent  and  his  abettors,  who  bad  to  notort- 
oufly  dishonoured  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  both  troubled 
and  defiled  the  chuich:  Yea,  wbat  an  awful  reverential 
fear  of  God,  and  of  his  difpleafure  and  fore  rebukes,  it 
worked  in  you,  together  with  an  humble  jealoufy  over 
yourfelves,  and  cautious  fear  and  concern,  left  any  ac¬ 
cused  thing  fhould  ftill  be  found  with  you ;  or  left, 
through  the  power  of  temptation,  ye  fhould  fall  into  the 
like,  or  any  other  fin  again,  to  provoke  the  Lord  to 
anger:  Yea,  what  earneft  defire  it  excited  in  you  after 
a  thorough  reformation,  by  putting  away  that  evil  per- 
fon,  and  every  evil  thing  from  among  you;  (1  Cor.  v. 
13.)  and  by  doing  what  might  be  well  pleafing  to  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  might  be  to  your  own  and 
others  edification,  fatufa&ion,  advantage,  and  comfort : 
Tea,  what  facred  zeal  it  inflamed  you  with  for  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God,  the  credit-  of  religion  and  of  my  apoftolic 
authority,  and  for  the  peace  and  order  of  the  church  ; 
Yea,  behold,  bow  it  made  you  takes  fort  of  holy  venge¬ 
ance  upon  yourfelves,  like  perfons  that  could  not  tell 
how  to  forgive  yourfelves,  in  refle&ion  on  your  own  de¬ 
faults  *,  and  how  it  engaged  you  to  infli£t  deforced  pu- 
nifliment  on  the  fcandalous  offender,  by  cafting  him  out 
of  your  holy  communion.  In  all  thefe  penitential  and 
commendable  ways  of  expr effing  your  godly  forrow, 
with  regard  to  what  has  been  fo  faulty  among  you,  ye 
have  (hewn -that  your  conferences  have  been  purged 
from  its  guilt  by  the  blood  of  Chrift;  and  that  ye,  as  a 

church 


NOTE. 

*  !t  appeal*  from  what  follow*  in  this  and  had  proceeded  to  paf,  a  proper  cenfore  upon 
the  next  verfe*,  that  the  godly  fonow  here  him  for  it.  A  ad  ret  *s,  in  the  preceding 
ip-Jcen  of,  hat  a  part  [relax  reference  to  it*  verfc,  cbeapoftle  calls  it  fodlj  fjrrtw,  vM 
influence  00  the  cnnduA  of  the  church,  for  vtrktii  rtpMaact  It  fatw6eat  we  may  like- 
tile  eorrtfllng  of  their  Co  and  error,  with  wife  cottuder  hi*  defeription  of  it  in  tM* 
rdiK-A  to  the  inceftuous  pcrCin,  while  fit-  eerie,  with  a  reference  to  that  evangelical 
ftcid  of  continuing  to  be  puffed  up,  and  noc  repentance  which  it  unto  fafauuM,  or  sure 
to  reoarn  on  his  account,  (r  Cor.  *.  t.)  they  fi/>j  as  it  is  cxpretTed  Afls  xi,  ,8.  and  there- 
imw  were  deep]? bumbled  in  refleftmn  upon  lore  1  here  managed  the  Paraph  raft  ftr,  a* 
his  grofs  m:  fra  mage,  aod  upon  their  ftrrncr  to  take  in  both  theft  views}  thongh  ic*nuy 
BiffonurnedneJ*  about  it,  aod  accordingly  be  thought  too  long. 
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it  Wherefore 
though  i  »Tote 
ur<ti>  yon,  I  Mi  si 
not  for  hi*  aaic 
that  had  done  the 
wrong  nor  for  hU 
oiift  chat  fuffertd 
wrong,  bnt  thu 
owtfxc  ftr  ytia 
in  the  GgfrtofGbd 
might  appear  u a- 
to  you. 


tj  Therefore 
wc  Were  comfort¬ 
ed  in  yow  com* 

fort :  yci,  and 
exceedingly  the 
more  joyed  wefor 
the  joy  of  TUtis, 
faccauft  his  fpirk 
was  refrefbed  by 
you  ad. 


14  For  if  I  have 
boatful  anything 
to  him  of  you;  I 

am  not  a  fix*  meet  ; 
bur  as  we  fjjake 
aii  things  to  you 
in  truth,  even  la 
•or  bonding 
wJikh 


church,  (land  clear  from  alt  further  charges  on  that  ac¬ 
count.  as  being  forgiven  of  God.  and  no  longer  to  be 
reproached,  or  reproved  for  it.  by  men. 

la  This  cannot  hot  be  an  extreme  fatUfa&ion  to  me: 
For  though  I  wrote  to  yon  with  foroe  fmartnels.  parti¬ 
cularly  about  the  incefluous  perfoo,  it  was  not  from  a- 
ny  pique  or  prejudice  againft  him,  who  had  dealt  fo  in- 
jurioufly  in  defiling  his  father’s  wife,  (fee  the  note  on  t 
■Car.  v.  i.)  nor  from  any  pleafure.  that  1  had  in  the 
thought  of  bis  being  chaftized  for  it;  nor  was  it  from 
any  partiality,  through  favour  or  affection,  toward  the 
father  himfelf,  wbo  had  been  fo  ill  ufed  by  him;  no, 
nor  tvas  it  barely  to  reclaim  the  oiie^^tid,  as  far  as  in 
me  lay,  to  do  juflice  to  the  other,  though  this  is  what 
I  had  much  at  heart;  but  it  principally  proceeded  from 
the  fincere  concern,  which  1  had  for  you,  as  in  the  fight 
and  prefence  of  the  heart-fearching  God,  and  from  an 
earn  eft  defire  of  difeovering  if  in  the  moft  effectual  man¬ 
ner  to  yoQ,  that  ye  might  be  preferved  from  the  infec¬ 
tion  and  the  blaft,  which  fuch  a  perfon’s  continuing  a- 
mong  you  might  have  brought  upon  you ;  and  that  the 
glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  honour  and  purity  of  the  whole 
church  might  not  fuffer,  through  their  negleft  of  doing 
the  duty,  which  in  that  cafe  was  incumbent  upon  them. 

13  When  therefore  1  and  others  of  my  brethren  heard, 
that  ye  had  in  fuch  a  laudable  manner  acquitted  your- 
(elves,  by  calling  that  infamous  (inner  out  of  the  church, 
to  your  own  great  peace  and  comfort;  we  exceedingly 
rejoiced  at  it,  and  were  greatly  refrelhed  with  the  com¬ 
fort,  which  ye  thereby  have  given  us:  And  this  our  joy 
was  the  more  abundantly  increafed,  on  account  of  the 
fatisfaflion,  which  our  dear  brother  Titus  fou  nd  in  what 
ye  had  done;  becaufe  his  foul,  who  is  affectionately  and 
follicitoufly  careful  about  you,  (1 ter.  1 5.  and  chap .  viii. 
16 )  was  mightily  revived  and  cheered,  under  all  his 
grief  and  concern  for  you,  when  he  faw  what  an  excel¬ 
lent  fpirit,  and  becoming  behaviour  appeared  in  the 
whole  church;  and  when  he  related  it  to  us.  This,  1 
fay,  adds  greatly,  and  in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  my  joy. 

14  For  if  in  my  former  converfation  with  him,  l 
fpoke  of  you  with  high  commendation  and  confidence 
concerning  your  faith,  and  your  afl'eCtionate  regards  to 
me,  as  your  fpirituai  Father,  I  have  now  no  caufe  to  be 
afliamed  of  it,  as  chojigh  I  had  faid  more  of  yon  than  yc 
deferved;  hut  as  I  have  always  preached  the  truth  01  the 
gofpel,  and  fpoke  infineerity,  and  nothing  but  the  truth 
to  you;  fo  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  find  that  ye  have,  fo 
fully  anfwercd  my  character  of  you,  and  that  the  fart 

now 
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’which  I  made  be- 
W  Titus  is 
/omij  k  truth. 

tl  And  hU  in¬ 
ward  ideftion  is 
sr.rrc  abundant 
to  -vard  you, 
ht  TCrticnt- 
hrrtd:  the  nbedi- 
tK"  of  you  ill, 
how  with  fod* 
trembling 
r^H  received  him. 


1 6  I  rejoice 
lluricfoit  th^L  J 
Hive  confidence 
h  you  in  ail 
things , 


now  proves>  that  I  kept  within  the  bounds  of  modefty 
and  truth,  in  all  the  encomium  a  I  gave  of  you  to  Titus * 

15  And  his  iewnoft  bowels  of  love  toward 

you  are  moft  abundantly  warmed,  and  tenderly  moved, 
in  every  refleftionon  pur  ready  compliance,  as  a  church, 
with  my  spoftolic  orders  and  admonitions;  which  dif* 
covered  itfclf  in  the  refpeQfu!  maimer,  with  which  ye 
received  him*  as  coming  from  me  to  enforce  them;  and 
in  your  follicitous  watchfdnefs,  care  and  caution,  and 
deep  concern,  left  he  fhould  find  any  thin^umong  pu, 
that  might  offend  and  grieve  him;  and 
treachery  of  your  own  hearts,  and  the  fubtittyttf  Sjcuj^ 
ye  Ihould  not  duly  improve  his  faithful,  kind,  and  t 
der  counfcl  and  advice. 

r(5  It  k  therefore  an  unfpcakablc  pleafure  to  me,  that 
I  have  not  been  deceived  in  my  expectations  from  you^ 
and  that  I  have  now  Hill  fo  much  further  ground  of  con* 
fidence,  that  ye  will  pay  a  dutiful  refpeft  to  my  charac¬ 
ter,  and  a  religious  regard  to  all  that  T,  as  an  apoftle  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  may  hereafter  enjoin  upon  you. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  Hefted  affiftances  and  encouragements  do  the  gracious  promifes  of  a 
htavenly  Father  afford  his  children*  for  engaging  them  to  depart  from  all  iniquity 
in  liean  and  life,  and  to  go  on  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord*  till  their  fanftification  he 
perfected  1  With  what  freedom  and  boldncfs  may  mtmfter*  claim  an  attention  to 
thdr  menage  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  while  they  can  appeal  to  the  confciences  of 
their  people,  as  witneftes  to  their  integrity,  ditintereftednefs,  and  a  Rationale 
concern  for  the  good  of  their  foals,  in  delivering  it  1  With  what  pleafure  do  they 
receive  all  notices  for  the  fuccefi  of  their  labours  !  And  what  a  noble  fupport  H 
this  to  them  under  all  their  tribulations,  whether  they  arife  from  fightings  with¬ 
out,  or  fears  within  j  It  is  exceeding  grievous  to  them  to  be  under  a  ncccflity  of 
fpeaking  feverc  things  to  the  diftretiing  ofthofc,  whom  they  had  much  rather  corn- 
fun  ;  But*  O  the  joy  J  when  it  produces  in  communities*  or  id  particular  perfona 
not  the -furrow  of  this  world,  which  works  death;  but  godly  forrow*  which* 
works  repentance  to  falvation*  aud  which  is  every  way  worth  having,  and  ap¬ 
pears  with  fuch  dhtinguUhing  evidence*  as  proves  it  to  be  fmcere:' And  how  con¬ 
vincing  are  the  tokens  of  this,  when  it  works  in  profefted  penitents,  with-  a  eon- 
fictitious  careful  ii  efs  again  ft  all  iin  ;  with  an  utter  difailowanCe  of  it;  with  hoi  y 
kdignation  againft  thmfelvesfor  it;  with  an  awfuY  reverence  of  Cod,  and  hum¬ 
ble  fear  of  relapfcs ;  with  earneft  detire  to  have  no  more  fellowship  with  it ;  with 
an  ardent  zeal  tor  the  glory  of  God ;  and  with  fuch  a  religious  revenge  upon  t-taf+ 
tvHch  hr*s  been  fo  difhouourabk  and  provoking  to  him*  as  to  purfue  k  in  a&s  of 
mortification,  till  it  be  utterly  flain  within  them  !  And  how  happy  is  it  when  gof- 
pet  churches,  with  a  like  temper  of  fprrit,  and  With  an  obediential  fubjedion  to 
the  authority  ofChrift,  as  made  known  by  his  fervaots*  dear  themfelves  from 
fauulalons  members;  and  thkt  to  the  bringing  of  then*  to  true  repentance  I  This 
p;its  an  honour  upon  churches,  and  confirms  tbe  good  opinion,  which  their  mini- 
fors  at  any  time  had  entertained,  and  exp  re  fled  concerning  them ;  and  gives  both 
paltors  and  people  a  Tweet  partnership  and  communion  in  each  others  joys.  But, 
alter  all,  it  is  God  alone*  who  comforts  them  that  arc  eaft  down, 


C  H  A  n 
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CHAP.  V11L 

The  apojtie  having  vindicated  his  cbaraSIcr*  and  exprejftd  bis  fatisf ac¬ 
tion  in  the  regard  that  the  Coriathtan  church  had Jbevm  to  himy  takes 
that  occajwn  to  remind  them  of  bis  exhortation^  in  the  former  epiftl r, 
to  charitable  contributions  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  faints  at  Jerufa* 
lem  ;  This  he  enforces  upon  then i,  by  the  laudable  example  of  the  Mace* 
doDian  churches ,  i* — 8.  By  the  love  and  grace  of  Chrift  to  them^g* 
By  the  wiltingnefsy  which  they  tbemfelves  had Jbewn  to  this  good  work 
a  year  ago f  and  the  advantage  would  accrue  to  themfelves  by  /V>  to — 
15.  :jtnd  then  he  recommends  Titus  and  two  other  brethren ,  wbo3  at 
his  reqvejl)  came  to  them  upon  this  very  bufnefst  16—24. 


Tut. 

JLIOreoftr,  bre¬ 
thren,  we  do 
you  to  wit  of  the 
grace  of  God  bc~ 
ftowed  on  the 
churches  of  Me* 
cedouu; 


Pari  rrt  rise. 

VTOW,  brethren,  according  to  the  confidence  I  have 
■*-'  in  jour  love  and  obedience,  {chap,  vii.  i  5,  1<S.)  i 
would  again  recommend  the  poor  faints  at  JtruJaiem  to 
jour  chriftian  companion :  (t  Ccr.  xvi.  2,3.)  And  in 
order  to  the  engaging  of  jour  charitable  contributions 
for  their  relief,  who,  through  the  original  poverty  of 
fome,  and  through  perfections,  wars,  and  the  late  fa- 
mine,  (Afls  11.  38,  29.).  that  have  affected  them  all,  arc 
reduced  to  veryneccflirous  circumftances-,  it  may  be  pro- 
per  that  we  acquaint  you  */u»)  with  the  power¬ 

ful  influence  of  the  grace  of  God  *,  which  was  wrought 
effeGually  in  the  Gentile  churches  of  Macedonia^  fuch 
as  thofe  at  PbilippU  Tbcjafoniea,  and  Perea,  {AEls  ebap. 
xvi.  and  xvii.)  to  incline  them  to  exercife  their  chriftiao 


x  tbsiin 

I  (ttit  trial  of  af- 

Aic* 


love  toward  their  Jewi/h  brethren,  in  largely  contribu¬ 
ting  to  their  help,  notwit hftanding  the  difference  that 
there  is  in  fome  fentiments  between  them,  and  the  pre¬ 
judices,  which  they  have  too  much  entertained  on  that 
account,  one  again!!  the  other. 

2  Ye  mud  know  then,  that,  amidft  the  fore perlecu* 
tions  of  thefe  Macedonian  churches  themfelves,  {Ads 
xvi.  19,  isc.  and  xvii.  5, 13.)  which  are  the  trials  of  their 


faith 


NOTE. 

*  T&f  of't 7od  (tji  tv  ©iJ)  (HpguUbed  It  from  merely  common  hommi> 

here  undoubtedly  refers  to  the  liberality  of  ty*  whereby  perfons  are  inclined  to  relieve 
the Al««6»x#w;  and  with  the  Jitc<eftrence  their  fellow^eatures  in  diArefs:  AcronJ- 
fc  b  afterwards  in  this  chapter  rendered  s  ingly,  at  the  clofe  of  the  apoAJt’s  d'fawrfe 
pf(f  Tfr.  4-  »ud  *t  other  times  gractt  vcr.  rf,  on  this  point,  chap.  ix.  14-  /peaking  of  the 
y,  ip*  This  being  called  the  grtet  of  Gad,  like  charity  of  the  Ctrint  titans  t  he  till*  it  fie 
by  a  mitotjxit  which  puts  the  caufe  for  the  pact  0/  God  to  tktm$  and  as  what  is  here 
cJEcti,  >0  toe  very  entrance  op  this  fuhjcft,  rendered  btjtorwcd  cn  fit  churches  pmjHS'ly 
fcettt*  to h* with  adcftgn  to  lead  our  thoughts  fijjnifies  pvt*  nt  or  ij  the  chartbti*  {StSept* 
both  hpfe, .  and  ad  along  afterwards^  to  the  »ir»  nr  ret;  fxxAsrizir}  it  may  intimate  thu 
free  Amur  or  grace  of  Cod,  as  the  fpriftg  this  dfeft  of  the  jracc  of  God  was  «t. -tight 
Jind  ewtfc  of  rhe  liberality  itiHf,  and  of  that  in  the  Matcdwj) »r,  and  was  his  gift  by  t  jc:n 
Chriftbn  price  of  lore,  which  was  its  prifl-  to  rite  poor  faints  at  Jtmfattm  1  tit  pin- 
»pU  in  the  Mdctutftuw  churches,  aAd.  d>*  pbnfe  It  therefore'  forced  to  admit  of 
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tk>bun<t 
damtuf  theif  joy 
end  their  poverty 
abounded  omo 
the  riches  of 
(heir  liberality* 


3  For  to  /idr 
pftwer,  (1  bear 
raronl,)  yea, 
md  beyond  their 
I«w,  fb<j  vert 

billing  of  them- 
fthei; 


faith  and  patience;  the  greatnefs  of  their  joy  in  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft*  (r  Thejf*  i,  6,)  and  the  exceeding  (Irairoefs  of 
their  own  worldly  circumftances  have  concurred,  with 
rich  advantage  to  the  producing  of  a  noble  generality  in 
them;  their  joy  exciting  them  to  it*  and  their  own  po¬ 
verty  putting  fuch  a  luitre  upon  it  **  as  may  well  pro¬ 
voke  others*  of  greater  wealth*  to  be  Hill  more  abun¬ 
dantly  liberal, 

3  For*  as  1  can  witnefe  for  them*  and  now  mentioh 
it  to  their  honour*  they  voluntarily,  and  out  of  choice* 
went  into  this  generous  and  compafTionate  benevolence* 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  ability;  yea,  fo  heartily  zealous 
and  earned  were  they  in  it*  that  they  even  did  more  than 
they  could  well  fpare,  from  rhe  fpontaneous  motion  of 
tbeir  own  liberal  fouls,  under  divine  influence* 


4  Praying  us 
*ith  much  intrea* 
tj  that  we  would 
receive  the  ^ifr, 

ml  take  upin  « 
(im  fdlovlbip  of 
the  miniflriDg  to 
(he  faints. 


5  And  ibis  thq 

rtOt  as  we 
hoped,  but  firft 
gave  their  own* 
JcItcs 


4  So  far  were  they  from  needing  to  be  piffled  to  it, 
that*  of  their  own  accord*  they  de fired  me  and  others  of 
my  fellow  fervants*  with  great  importunity*  to  take  [heir 
free-will  offering*  which  the  grace  of  God  had  excited 
them  to,  under  our  care;  and  to  give  ourfelves  the 
trouble  of  performing*  what  is  indeed  properly  the  office 
of  Deacons  f,  by  conveying  and  diftriburing  their  boun¬ 
ty*  in  token  of  our  fellowship  with  them,  and  of  the 
communion  which  they  had*  and  de  fired  to  have*  with 
the  poor  afflifted  chriftians  of  Judea ,  whom  they  efteem 
as  fan&ificd  in  Chrift  Jcfus*  and  holy  in  refeitiblutice  of 
him, 

5  And  this  they  did  with  a  freedom*  chearfulnefr,  and 
generality,  not  hardy  anfwerable  to  the  higheft  hopes* 
that  we  could  have  from  them*  confidenng  the  fcanti- 
nefs  of  their  circumflances;  but*  overand  above  all  this* 
to  (hew  that  they  a£ted  herein,  upon  truly  religious  prin¬ 
ciples*  they  firft  of  all*  even  before  they  put  their  con- 
tubutions  into  our  hand***  jointly  lurrendercd  up  ami 
devoted  their ownielves*  as  a  church*  with  all  that  they 


are  and  have*  in  a  foJemn  manner  to  the  honour  and 
fervice*  influence,  government*  and  rtifpofal  of  tlu1  Lord 
N  o  T  s.  Jefus 


*  The  jpoftte’s  meationingthtMarri&iriff;, 
poverty,  to  cnhwife  their  liberality,  i*  very 
htanciful,  and  carrier  a  geoted  mfimmfou  to 
the  OsriatiitaHh  that  they*  who  to  much  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  in  rich**,  (f«  the 

note  on  i  Qnt.  iv.  8.)  on*ht  to  CACrtd  them, 
ilfo  in  bounty* 

t  As  it  is  well  known  thatthc  dcicoo^ of¬ 
fice  takes  its  name  from  the  word*, 
{f  aisn*  and  hnoru)  thwart  uftd  hire, 
and  in  ver-  *©.  and  are  rendered  vtinijtr  »y 
end  rfmsifitf  ;  and  as  the  Ter  vice  which  the 
sprite  in  all  theft  places  fpnk*  of,  properly 
bdones  to  thet  oficr,  I  hive  kept  this  view 
VoulV-  f 


of  the  carprrflion',  where  they  occur  in  the 
preftnt  difcouHe,  to  fiitw  (tat  thm^h  cta- 
com  were  choftn,  (Art*  vh)  to  use  cart  of 
the  poor  Chrifliansj  yet  as  that  work  uri^i- 
nally  belonged  to  the  rtpefttes.  it  was  not,  by 
the  in  (Liu; rion  of  a  pt collar  oflic;  tap  id  thun 
in  it,  10  alienated  fiontthcm,  but  that  th^y 
had  ftili  a  right  10  iirt  in  it,  oppAtt unity 
offered,  and  Lhrtr  principal  employmeflt 
would  pcimii.  The  fame  may  alib  It  fbul 
of  the  ordinary  pallors  of  churches.  See  Dr 
Ovtu*$  true  nature  of  o  gofpcl  church,  ysa't 
H.  p-Vi  :VJj  ik-i 


R 
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frlvcs  to  rhcLord 

knd  unto  u»  hy 
the  u.  ill  of  (toil  : 


6  Tufomiieh 
that  wc  flcfircd 
Tiws,  that  as  he 
liad  lb  he 

would  alio  fiailb 
in  y^u  the  Dune 
grace  alfo- 


7  Therefore  as 
yc  abound  in  eve¬ 
ry  thing,  in  faith 
in  utterance,  and 
kncrwLxlge,  and 
in  all  diligence, 
and  in  your  lovt 
to  ns ;  fee  iliar  ye 
abound  In  this 
grace  alfu* 


Jcfus,  as  their  head,  Saviour,  and  King}  and  then, 
God  directing  and  moving  them  to  ir  by  his  Spirit,  they 
with  one  confenr  committed  tbemfelres  to  us,  a®  his  mi- 
niftting  fcrv&nts,  to  conduct  them  and  ati  their  affairs, 
according  to  his  holy  will,  as  revealed  in  bis  world,  and 
notified  by  the  openings  of  his  providence. 

6-  This  excellent  fpirit,  which  appeared  in  them* 
moved  us  to  entreat  our  brother  Titus,  that  as,  when 
he  1-aft  vifited  yon,  he  was  fo  very  acceptable  10  yon, 
and  had  begun  to  ftir  you  up  to  the  exercifc  of  this 
Chriftian  grace  0/  liberality.  In  making  collections  for 
the  fame  charitable  nfe*,  fo  he  would  undertake  the  bu- 
finefs  cf  coming  to  you  again,  to  counfel,  admooilh, 
and  encourage  you  to  go  on  with  tbis  good  work,  till 
it  be  completed  among  you,  as  far  as  you  purpofe,  and 
arc  able  to  contribute  towards  it. 

7.  Bot  as  *  many  of  you  are  remarkably  eminent  in 
every  other  gift,  as  for  instance,  in  the  faith  of  Chrifi, 
which  is  fundamental  to  all  the  reft,  in  eloquence  cf 
fpeech,  and  in  underloading  the  myflerica  of  the  go- 
fpcl,  (1  Cor.  i.  5,  7.)  and  in  all  ftndious  endeavours  to 
promote  its  interefts,  and  the  purity  of  yourown  church 
(Chap.  vii.  1 1.)  and  particularly  in  your  love  to  us,  the 
mtniilers  cf  Chrjft,  which  ye  have  given  feme  Ggnat 
teiti  monies  of  already  ;  [Chap.  vii.  1 3.— 1 6.)  fo  I  only 
in  treat  that  ye  would  a  &  like  yourfelves,  and  like  per- 
foas  thus  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord,  with  proportion¬ 
able  aboundings  in  this  grace  of  Ckriftian  benevolence 
alfo. 


8  I  fpcafc  not 
by  comflianil- 
jnent,  but  by  tH.1- 
cafiou  of  the  for- 
'wardn^fs  of  o- 
and  to 
prove  the  iiiiccn* 
of  your  love* 


3.  I  don't,  in  this  cafe,  lay  any  abfolute  command 
upon  you  by  my  apoftolic  authority  ;  nor  do  I  impofe 
any  certain  fum  to  be  raifed  among  you ;  no,  I  much 
rather  choofe  that  it  fltould  be  a  free-will  offering,  as 
God  may  incline  your  hearts  to  it,  in  proportion  to 
your  own  circumftances  t  but  I  thought  proper  ro  take 
an  occasion  of  recommending  this  noble  duty  to  you, 
from  the  great  readinefs,  that  other  ChriAians  and 
churches  have  fhewn  to  it,  of  their  own  accord,  ( ver . 
3.}  that  ye  might  not  come  behind  them  in  this,  any 
more  than  in  other  fpiritual  attainments ;  and  that  by 
this  fruit  1  might  further  try,  prove,  and  know  the  ge- 
nuinenefs  of  your  profeffed  aTFe&ioa  to  me,  and  of  yotzi 

love 


NOTE. 

*  I  knew  notjiow  the  particles  fometfung  Jnuft  be  fuppjicd  to  cempls:*  ih 

me*---?)  which  [Jioperiy  (igni.y  hi  til,  come  lcntcr.ee,  a?  it  lies  in  the  Oictk,  what  i 
Co  he  here  trar.ibteU  tbtreiere  at,  which  i*  1  fubftiiuicd  inflcnl  of  fit,  :owurd  the  cMt  hi 
very  rare  conftruflion,  inri,  inlteul  «f  be-  the  vcrJe,  lixnis  to  kcfi  up  tlie  iinrit  <.f  tin 
i«g  nectflitry,  lieni i  to  obfccrc  the  conrrcc-  argument  With  much  yrc-ttti-  light  ami  p-r 
lion,  and  to  link  ch*  beauty  of  the  admirable  fpwuity,  and  to  bring  in  the  Jicxt  vme  will 
fciiauaiiwi  conLijnpd  in  this  Y«rJe;  and  as  greater  iecc*  0/  eloquence. 
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9  For  ye  know 
the  grace  of  oar 
Jjflrd  Jefus  Chnft 
that  though  he 
wif  rich,  yet  for 
vtfisr  lake*  he  be¬ 
rime  poor,  that 
ye  through  hi*  po¬ 
verty  might  be 
rich. 


10  Arad  herein 
I  give  Tnj  adricc 
forthUis  expedi¬ 
ent  for  you*  who 
have  begun  be¬ 
fore,  not  only  to 
do,  hut  alfo  to  Le 
fominl  *  year  a* 

r- 


love  to  Chrift  himfdf,  and  to  the  faints  for  his  fake*  in 
imitation  of*. and  return  for*  his  match] tf&,  exemplary 
and  endearing  love  to  you, 

9-  For  yc  cannot  be  utter  Grangers  to*  and  I  trufl 
yi  experimentally  know*  and  ferioufly  reflect  upon* 
furprifing  greamefs  of  the  free  favour*  love*  and  boun¬ 
ty  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  ChriG*  who  though* 
as  the  eternal  Son  of  God*  he  was  originally  poirdfcd 
of  all  the  riches*  glory  and  hleflednefs  of  the  Deity* 
( Rom  ix.  5,  and  CoL  ii,  y*}  and  as  the  former  of  the 
world*  by  •whom^  and  for  vsbomf  all  things  •were  created^ 
(Chi.  i*  i6+)  he  was  the  rightful  Lord  and  proprietor  of 
ail  the  riches  of  the  univerfe;  and  though*  in  his  of¬ 
fice  capacity*  he  was  the  appointed  heir  of  all  things  } 
(HeL  i.  2*)  yet*  in  his  tender  companion  to  you*  for 
your  filtration*  he  aflumed  human  nature,  and  in  that 
nature  veiled  his  glory*  amldivefted  himfelf*  as  it  were* 
of  all  his  riches*  with  refpect  to  his  own  tife  of  them  \ 
and  fubmitted,  in  the  form^of  a  fervanr*  to  the  deepeft 
poverty,  amongft  all  his  other  {offerings  unto  death  ; 
info  much  that  in  his  birtbs  he  came  of  poor  and  mean 
parentage*  was  brought  forth  in  a  Gable*  iv raft  in 
fwadiing clothes ,  and  laid  in  ft  manger  \  {Luke  n.  7,}  and 
in  his  lift)  though  the  foxes  (save  holes ,  and  the  birds  of 
the  dr  have  nejls  5,  ye  he  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head: 
(Marth,  viii.  20.)  the  Lord  of  glory  thus  humbled* 
emptied*  and  denied  himfelf,  to  the  end*  that,  on  ac¬ 
count*  and  by  means  of  his  extreme  and  voluntary  po¬ 
verty,  ye  might  be  enriched  with  all  the  bldlings  of 
grace  and  glory*  and  with  as  many  of  the  good  thing? 
of  this  life,  23  ye  enjoy*  or  as  he  fees  to  be  beft  for  you* 
Surely  then  ye  ought  to  be  con  (trained  by  this  wonder¬ 
ful  love  of  ChriG*  and  to  be  influenced  by  fuch  a  link¬ 
ing  example  of  bounty  aifd  goodnefs,  to  fp-are  what  ye 
can  out  of  your  temporal  poffeGions  for  the  comfort  of 
your  poor  brethren*  for  whom  he  willingly  condefcentl- 
ed  to  undergo  all  this*  as  well  as  for  you. 

10  And  as  your  own  honour  and  advantage*  as  well 
as  duty,  are  nearly  concerned  in  this  affair*  I  would 
ad  rife  you  to  fwilh  it  out  of  hand  :  For  this  is  in  a  fpe- 
cial  manner  fit  and  becoming,  proper  and  ufefulior 
youj  and  will  (hew  that  ye  are  rather  examples  to  o- 
tbers  herein*  than  they  to  you*  {chap,  ix.  a«)  who*  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  direftions*  when  I  wrote  to  you  bit,  {1 
Cor,  xvi.  2,)  fet  on  foot  collections  of  this  fort,  and  be¬ 
gan  not  only  to  lay  by  fomething  in  Gore  for  them,  hue 
atfo  todifeover  the  greatcG  willingnefs,  like  perfns  in 
good  carneft  to  engage  in  them,  about  a  year  /go  ;  it 
A  2  being 


2<So 


Ch.  vuw 


*i  N'?’*'  there¬ 
fore  perform  the 
doing  of  it «  that 
a*  »here  was  a 
rcadineis  to  will, 
to  there  may  he 
a  performance  sd- 

fo  out  of  that 
\«hich  you  have- 


I  r  For,  if 
there  be  firft  a 
willing  mind,  if 
it  accepted  ac~ 
cording  to  that  a 
man  hath,  and 
not  according  to 
he  huh  not. 


The  feeond  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthian %  paraphrased* 

being  fo  long  fincc  I  recommended  this  fervicc,  wd  yc 
chcarfully  conferred  to  it* 

11  Now  therefore  let  me  intreat  you  to  aft  up  to 
chara&cr,  and  confumtnare  what  ye  then  fo  well  began, 
that  as,  at  that  time,  ye  difeovtred  great  freedom  and 
alacrity  of  mind  for  it;  fo  the  like  pleafing  readinefs 
may  now  be  fhewn,  in  collc&ing  together  into  one  com* 
mon  ftock,  what  ye  have  laid  by,  from  week  to  week, 
for  th.it  purpofc,  according  to  your  refpeftive  abilities, 
as  God  has  prof  per  ed  you ;  that  there  may  be  no  gather * 
tugs  iv hen  f  come*  (l  Cor .  xvi.  2  • ) 

1 2  For  if,  as  has  happily  appeared  in  you,  there  be 
before  hand  a  chearful  and  determinate  propenfity  of 
mind  to  charitable  a£is ;  and  Cncere  contrivances  and 
endeavours,  that  ye  may  have  wherewith  to  diftrihute 
out  of  your  temporal  fubftance,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  necefliries  of  his  poor;  it  is  acceptable,  nor  on¬ 
ly  to  the  churches,  and  to  me,  but,  which  is  belt  of 
ail,  toChrift,  himfelf,  when  it  is  done  in  proportion 
to  a  man’s  own  circumftances,  be  they  larger,  or  ftrait- 
er,  tike  the  poor  widow’s  who  cad  two  mites  into  the 
treafury ;  (Luke  xxi.  2,  3.)  and  not  with  vain  glorious 
prodigality,  or  inconfidcrate  profufenefs,  that  would  be 
mamldtly  injurious  to  ones  felf  and  family,  and  efpe- 
cially  that  would  be  a  giving  of  other  peoples  property, 
and  running  fo  far  in  debt,  as  to  have  no  reafonable  pro- 
fpe&s  of  ever  being  able  to  discharge  it. 

13  For  nothing  is  farther  from  my  intention,  than  to 
defire  that  other  Chriftians,  who  are  now  in  want 
Ihoufd  be  enriched,  or  raifed  above  the  low  rank,  in 
which  providence  has  placed  them,  by  the  abundance 
of  your  alms,  and  that  at  the  fame  time  ye  yourfelves 
fhould  be  overloaded,  and  fo  reduced  and  impoverifhed 
by  an  excefs  in  your  exhibitions  to  them ;  nor  do  I  mean 
that  the  whole  weight  of  fupplying  the  exigencies  of 
the  poor  faints  fhould  He  upon  you,  and  that  other 
churches,  who  are  capable  of  afhfting,  fhould  be  excuf- 
ed  from  it. 

1 4  But  what  1  aim  at  is,  that  there  may  be  a  proper 
proportion  in  your  and  their  diltrihutions  to  them  that 
are  in  want,  even  fuch  as  is  equal  and  fit  for  you  feve¬ 
r-ally  to  give,  and  for  the  poor  to  receive  *,  that  by  this 

means 

NOTE. 

as  ic  Is  explained  in  the  the  preceding  verics,  thete  may  pofllblc  be 
feme  reference  to  an  equality  of  proportion 
lwtween  rhe  contributors  thetnfcivrc,  in  their 
Hiving  according  to  their  rcfpetttv*:  cirnim- 
Irai 


13  For  I  mean 
*ot  that  other 
men  he  cufcd  and 
you  burdened* 


*4  But  by  an 
equality  lhat  now 

at  this  time  your 
ahun- 


*  ?*y  -in  pyuafity 
ia^Ur  part  of  fhU,  and  in  the  next  verfe,  is 
£*nartuffy  meant,  not  h  Icvettwyr  fcheme, 
uliieS  takes  away  periond  property,  but  an 
equality  with  refpcfr  to  the  degrees  of  the 
benefattk;*:*,  and  the  wants  nf  the  poor ; 
And  yc;  o^Midcricg  it  jji  ewuieftioti  with 


acts ;  and  therefore  I  tu\c  glanced  at  that 
jatejpTCtaJon  alio* 
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abundance  maj  it  means*  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  your  afflu- 
a/nff  ’that  ihdf  enPe  may  afford  a  fuitable  and  fuflicient  ftp  ply  to  their 
abundance  alia  necefimes  :  And  this  I  defire  of  you  now,  in  hope  that 
may  be  a  frfffy  if  ever  the  providence  of  God  fhouki  change  hands,  as 
that  there  mlybe  11  often  does  in  the  viciflit tides  of  this  uncertain  world 
*q uJiiy;  by  raifing  them  up*  and  catling  you  down,  he  will  alio 

incline  their  hearts  to  return  the  favour,  in  due  feufon, 
when  out  of  their  greater  abundance  they  may  mi- 
uifter  a  proper  relief  to  your  wants;  that  fo  upon  the 
whole,  there  may  be  an  equality  in  beneficence  on  both 
iidesj  and  ye  and  they  may  be  equally  beholden  to  tins 
brotherly  love  and  bounty  one  of  another,  and  all  may 
be  u  "i!  provided  For,  in  their  Turns,  according  to  their 
refpectivc  occaEons,  as  the  Ifraclitcs  were  in  the  wil* 
dernefs,  by  the  wife  and  kind  difpofal  of  an  immediate 
providence,  for  our  inftmftion  and  imitation* 
x  i*  ,  As  it  is  divinely  recorded  ( Exod .  xvl-  tS*)  con* 

the  mating  which  God  gave  them,  in  a  minx- 
fc./  «  cvJjus  way,  “for  thtir  fubfift*nc:r,  he  that  gathered  muck 

h  ‘  p  ^  had  nothing  «wr,  and  hr  that  gathered  little  had  no  lack 

%\i  -  *:!X  a  the  furplus  of  each  performs  gatherings  being  applied  to 
the  ufe  of  thofe,  who,  through  infirmity  or  ace,  could 
not  gather  an  homer  full  for  themfeivts,  whicS  w^s  the 
preferibert  meafure  for  every  Engle  perlon;  fo  that  there 
was  neither  fuperfluity,  nor  warn,  to  either  of  them; 
but  all  were  fufficiendy  fupplted  according  ro  their  ex¬ 
igencies  :  In  like  manner,  they  that  have  more  of  this 
worlds  goods,  than  they  really  need  for  themfelves  and 
their  families,  fhould  be  ready  to  diflribute  to  their  poor 
brethren,  and  not  fuffer  them  to  lack  neceflary  food,  as 
remembring  that  God  gives  them  their  larger  (lores  for 
this  very  purpofe ;  and  that  the  hap  pine  fa  of  a  man's 
life  con  lifts  not  in  the  abundance  ot  the  things,  which 
he  poflefTes.  (Lake,  xii*  15.) 

is  But  thanVi  1 6  And  (**)  hlefled  be  God,  that  he  has  infplred  our 

b  to  Goa,  which  beloved  brother  Titttt  with  the  fame  fervent  dellre  and 
pm  the  fame  cat-  diligent  concern,  as  I  myfelf  had,  to  engage  you  in  this 
ilrait*  excellent  and  important  fervice,  for  your  own  fakes,  as 

for  you.  well  as  theirs  that  may  be  relieved  by  it* 

17  For  truly  in  his  abundant  auction  ro  you,  and 
he'ampted^the  confidence  of  his  intcrefi  in  your  lore  :  in  his  earned!; 
exhortation,  hut  defire  that  he  might  {hare  in  the  honour  of  thU  ft  vice, 
fct;ng  more  for-  ail(l  jn  great  zeal  for  the  common  caufc  of  Chrift, 
•tod,  of  b^own  and  companion  for  the  poor  faints,  he  not  only  fall  i;i 
at  once  with  the  very  firft  motion,  that  was  made  to 
him  to  go,  and  excite  you  to  the  finifhing  of  thi j  cha* 
rity  ;  ( ver .  6.)  but  heing  n-ore  eager  for  it  tvf  himfclf, 
than  to  need  any  exhortations  to  it,  he  oi  hfa  own  free 

choice 
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arrord  he  uent 
«ui<>  you. 

18  AnJ'Jff  hm 
fc:ii  'Atrii  him  the 
iiT'-Ji.T  whojc 
pr  I &  is  in  the 
Lhroafch- 
rnr  ailthecUurch* 
ti; 


Tp  (And  rot 
on [\  j,  but  who 
waMthodio&it  of 
the  churches  to 
travel  with  us 
vith  this  gr.w 
uliich  is  admini- 
(bed  by  us  10  *he 
glory  of  the  lime 
f-oid,  and 

fhtifrwfl/T  ur  rea¬ 
dy  uiiud :) 


30  ArddioK 
this,  that  no  man 
JhiiuSd  blame  us 
io  1  his  abundance 
urfcith  is  admiuj- 
fued  by  ui : 


%  t  Providing 
for  hovel)  things, 
jjy  *'nly  in  the 
li^ht  of  L  ie  Lord, 
hu  alio  in  the 
f>£hl  of  men. 


choice*,  under  divine  influence,  (ver.  16.) 

fet  out  upon  this  errand  to  you. 

iS  We,  who  are  concerned  in  this  affair,  have  alfo 
Tent  with  him,  upon  the  fame  bulinefs,  another  emi¬ 
nent  brother  f,  who  is  well  known,  and  has  obtained 
great  reputation,  in  all  the  churches,  that  have  feen  or 
heard  of  him,  for  his  light  in  the.gofpel,  for  his  hear¬ 
ty  attachment  to  it;  and  for  his  fait hlulnefs,  judgment, 
and  zeal' in  preaching,  and  promoting  it,  by  all  pofli- 
blc  means : 

iy  And  who  is  not  only  efteemed  and  honoured  at 
a  high  rate,  wherever  he  comes  ;  but  was  likewife  cho- 
fen  by  the  common  fuffrage  of  the  churches,  that  had 
made  col!  eel  ions  on  this  occasion,  which  they  teftified 
according  to  their  known  cuftom,  by  the  lifting  up  of 
their  hands  ;  (3t«^wnrSr«j  he  was  I  fay,  in  this  manner 
chofen,  by  them,  to  accompany  ns  to  Jerufalem  with 
their  free  gift,  which  the  grace  of  God  ftirred  them  up 
to,  and  which  is  to  be  dift*buted  by  us,  who  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  perform  (he  office  of  deacons  therein  for  a  time, 
(See  the  note  on  ver  4.)  to  the  honour  of  one  and  the 
lame  Lon!  Jefus,  both  theirs,  yours,  and  ours  ;  and  to 
the  giving  you  an  opportunity  of  fhewjng  your  readi* 
nefs  of  mind  to  concur  with  them  in  that  delign,  as 
fuppofing  that  we  ffiould  be  equally  acceptable  to  you* 

20  Our  defire  of  having  other  reputable  fervants  of 
Cbrift  joined  with  us  in  this  office  is,  that  we  might  be 
freed  from  all  fufpicion  of  fraud,  or  partiality,  in  the 
difpofal  of  fo  large  a  charity;  and  might  avoid  the  ill 
natured  cenfures  of  our  adversaries,  as  though  we  would 
embezzle,  or  mifapply  any  part  of  this  liberal  fund 
which  is  now  put  into  our  bands,  in  order  to  it’s  being 
duly  diflrihuted  by  us. 

21  In  this  method  of  proceeding,  we  have  taken  all 
imaginable  care  to  execute  this  great  trull,  in  fuch  an 
honourable  and  difinterefted  manner,  as  may  approve 
itfelf,  not  only  to  God,  who  knows  our  hearts,  and 
whofe  eye  is  upon  all  our  ways;  but  likewife  to  the 
confctences  of  all  mankind,  whether  friends  or  ene¬ 
mies,  that  fhall  fee  and  obfenre  our  condu£t  in  it. 


22  And 


K  °  T  E  3. 

*  Whit  T:=':.i  is  befc  fe:J  10  *iif  «■»•»  otter  brother  irentiorcrl,  ver.  **.  were; 
Gt\t'r.\  fvii-l  U  uul  tv>h;*vc  put  in;*  Hs  whether  Barnabas^  aV/jj-,  Mari  }  Aft 

ivr*  1G.1  w'Jiic.i  slut  ihcwzynt  frog's  Svflctut$y  or  Luict  as  basktfft  yj- 

Ve-sikiii^  upon,  uriei  a  rasa's  roufly  conjectured :  The  church  at  f XrL\& 

rtO",  fn  Jur  uvA;j;g  uuy  irrftvtgc-  CouUl  be  at  no  lo/s  about  it;  bat,  whocvvl 

lii.i.t  uic  iiLi  wjr  m  hb  will,  liiM  ii  ja,  they  were,  they  feem  to  bate  bsen  vvfrjurs* 
tficv  aiin  uo::cs:t*  In-caufe  it  \s  hercjsidcf  011c  of  them,  that 

|  ]■  is  i'n:  efiMin,  i*or  is  it  oi  ary  :m*  bis  fa  hi  thf  ;  ami  bolli  *Ti.  d 

por’ancf  for  i:s  t  >  kni-tv  vlso  the  ii>  be  U*t  *fory  tj  fe-vr.  ver.  *3. 


ii  And  wc 
hive  it nt  with 
them  tnrr  brother, 
whum  vie  have 
proved  diligent  in 
frany  things,  but 
nnx  much  more' 
diktat,  «po»  the 
grrat  confidence 
which  /  have  in 
fOU, 
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22  And  as  in  the  mouth  of  t  wo  or  at  moft  three  iui/* 
neffes*  every  word  is  elhibljihcd,  {RLztth.  xviii.  16.)  we 
have  font  to  you*  along  with  th rr  alx-venien:iuned,  (fee 
the  note  on  ver*  r8,)  a  third  excellent  brother*  who  has 
often  been  tried  and  proved  to  be  very  aftive  and  indu- 
ftrious,  as  well  as  faithful*  in  his  management  of  feve- 
ral  other  affairs,  that  have  been  committed  to  him';  but 
in  this  cafe,  is  animated  to  more  than  ordinary  diligence 
upon  the  recommendation  he  has  heard  me  give  of  you 
as  a  church  of  Chrift,  in  whom  I  have  the  greateft  fa* 
ti&facUon,  that  ye  will  nor  be  behind  hand  with  other 
churches*,  but  will  cheerfully  receive,  and  attend  to 
what  he  may  fay,  in  conjunction  whh  his  other  brethren 
to  excite  your  liberality  in  perfe&ing  this  free-will  of* 
fering* 

23  As  to  the  characters  of  all  tbefe  perform,  if  any 
that  are  Grangers  to  them,  or  would  invidioufiy  carp  at 
otie  or  another  of  them,  (hould  enquire  after  them,  or 
raifi  any  difpute  about  them  ;  let  fuch  know  that,  as 
to  Titus  he  is  my  aflbeiate  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry 
and  my  fellow-labourer  in  tbofe  things,  that  relate 
to  your  afliftance,  comfort,  and  edification:  Or  if  any 
qucftion  be  atked  about  the  two  other  of  our  brcthien, 
that  are  fent  with  him  ;  it  is  fufficier.t  to  fay,  that  they 
arc  approved  meflengcra  of  the  JWsccrioaian  churches 
who  hare  deputed  them  to  tranfack  this  affair,  as  per- 
fons  every  way  qualified  for  it;  and  they  are  Chriflians 
and  minifters,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  18.)  that  have  be¬ 
haved  themfelves  in  a  manner,  which  has  already 
brought  great  honour  to  the  name  of  Co  rift,  and  are 
inllruTTKnts  of  promoting  bis  glory,  who  has  made  them 
faithful  to  himfelf, 

24  Therefore  ye  need  make  no  difficulty  of  receiv¬ 
ing  them,  with  the  greateft  aiTeflion,  rtfpeft,  and  con¬ 
fidence  ;  and  I  befeceh  you  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  fhall  give  to  them,  and  to  the  churches  that  have 
Tent  them,  an  evident  demonftration  of  the  fincerity  of 


33  Whether 
fit  do  t/tqatrf  rtf 
Ten*,  hf  is  my 
p^iiscr,  and  fol- 
luw-hflprr  con  - 
you*  or 

our  hreihrr  l  hf 
Wfrreil  dry 
^fthcDKttanpfTS 
i>F  iJur  chi,.ci'CA, 
the  'ricrv  of 
Chrilt 


14  Whevfore 
fhzw  yt  to  trrm, 
a  ltd  before  the 
churches  ,  the 
pro- if  of  your 
levs*  AIlil  of  our 
hoaxing  on  your 
UhAL 


your  love  (ver.  8,)  to  Chrift,  to  them,  to  me,  and  to 
the  poor  faints  at  Jerufakm^  for  his  fake;  and  as  (hall 
(hew  fhanhe  great  things  I  have  fold  ol  you,  and  my 
glorying  in  you,  as  a  generous,  faithful,  and  affec¬ 
tionate  people,  is  not  a  vain  boaft,  bur  exactly  accord¬ 
ing  to  truth* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  an  excellent  grace  is  Chvifl ian  hencvnVnce,  hi  t!v  poor,  and. 

especially  fnch  as  are  of  the  liouhiold  of  faith  !  H  vrrom:ht  in  hy  the  pwtr 

cf  tii vine  pnicc  ;  it  proves  the  (inccrily  of  cur  l^vc  to  Chv-st,  tmd  to  hs* 
ben  fur  his  Jake ;  it  hs  Qruiigly  rLUouinicridvd  by  t*iv  uiMviticU  t:\;ee  c-1  our 

Luid, 
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Lord  ycfiis,  who,  though  he  was  rich,  for  our  fakes  became  poor,  that  we  thro1 
his  poverty  might  be  made  rich  ;  and  H  turns  to  thefpiritua]  account  of  thepioJf 
beuti'^Wi  tbemlUvcs,  who  may  iikewife  hope  that*  if  ever  they  fljould  be  re¬ 
duced,  OlxI  wili  incline  the  hearts  of  others  to  be  afiiftam  to  them,  in  a  return 
oF  tt;ua)  kimhidV  How  plcafaut  is  it  to  fee  a  forwardness  in  this,  and  every 
other  gtxid  work,  while  fome  of  their  own  accord,  and  yet  under  divine  in¬ 
fluence,  ietan  example  of  it  toother  Chriftians,  according  to  fcheutmoft  of  their 
ability;  and  others  are  equally  reaJy  to  encourage  it,  and  affift  in  finilhing  it, 
according  to  the  pretfing  <Hxa lions  that  call  for  it  J  A  little  that  is  given  in  love, 
and  with  a  willing  mind,  by  thoie  that  are  in  ftrait  clrcumftaiictt,  is  a  high  com- 
mauUcKjn  of  their  liberality;  and  yet,  ?sthe  proportion  of  alms-deeds  is  ac¬ 
cepted  according  to  what  a  man  has;  fb  fome  ought  not  to  be  unreasonably  bur¬ 
dened,  to  the  eating,  much  left  to  the  enriching  of  others ;  nor  ought  any  to 
give  what  is  noi  their  own  :  lint  ail  chant v,  as  well  as  wry  thing  dfe,  ought  to 
be  inanxgtd  with  fuck  prudence  and  faithfulnefs,  and  in  fueh  a  di  time  retted  and 
honourable  way,  as  may  approve  itfclf  to  God,  as  done  in  his  light,  and  even  to 
the  consciences  of  the  whole  world  j  and  as  may  cut  off  all  occafious  of  blame, 
or  even  of  fuij Melons  of  fraud,  partiality,  or  felJilh  deligns-  How  happy  is  it 
when  miuiffcrv  and  private  Chrifiars  lidiavc  at  fuck  a  rate,  as  is  to  the  glory  of 
Chy:k,  and  a*  iprrads  their  praifes  among  the  faints,  and  begets  a  mutual  affection 
to,  and  confidence  in  one  another!  What  a  beauty  U  there  in  the  order  of 
churches,  that  fifu  give  their  owufelves  to  the  Lord  with  joint  confcnt,  and  then 
to  the  conduct  of  Ui  ^  fervarts,  according  to  the  will  of  G^d  !  And  how  fwcct 
is  their  liarmony  and  communion,  when  the  meflengers  of  fomc  churches  arc 
well  recommended  to,  arul  arc  received,  with  refpeft  and  honour,  by  others  ! 


CHAP.  IX* 

The  apoflle  excitfis  his  finding  Titus*  and  the  two  other  brethren  that 
accompanied  him f  to  collect  their  aims,  notwithflanding  the  confidence 
he  had  in  their  own  readinefs  to  that  good  worif  i, — 5,  He  further 
encourages  them  by  fiveral  arguments  to  be  liberal  and  cheerful  in  if, 
6,^14*  And  fiuts  up  his  difcourfs%  on  this  bead ,  with  a  thankfi 
giving  to  God  for  his  unffeakabU  gift)  15. 


Text. 

FOr,  aii  (ftUth- 
iiig  tho  mini' 
flnni'  c<>  the 
ia»n%  it  ftfiipcr- 
flliuio  for  me  to 
wdtoio  you* 


a  Frr  1  kn:  w 
the  hu'.v^rd^rii 
of  yw  ndi'cl,  IW 
which  1  hvn*S  of 
you 


Paraphrase. 

T  Defire  nothing  more,  relating  to  your  propofed  be- 
1  nevolcnce,  than  that  ye  would  a£l  according  to  my 
j  uft  expectations  from  you  [chap.  viii,  24.)  for  as  to  your 
charitable  collection,  which  is  to  be  conveyed  and  dif* 
tributed  to  the  poor  faints  at  Jerv/aiem,  the  generofity, 
piety,  and  compaflion  of  your  temper  render  it  needlefs 
for  me  to  write  fo  many  things,  as  might  eafily  he  of¬ 
fered  to  flir  you  up  to  it  *,  or  to  trouble  you  with  any 
other  letter  about  it. 

2  For  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  with  refpe£t  to  the  ftrong 
proprnfions,  rdoluriens,  and  alacrity  of  your  own  minds, 
to  engage  in  this  excellent  fcrvice  ;  on  account  of  which 

I  have 


NOTE. 

*  As  the  spr>!He  ®ri.cr;vmd$'  nrjes  fcival  t-tiffr  me  fc  wri/rfa  tar  ahooi:  It,  mviflh;  un¬ 
ary  uma  it;-  to  cy.Hrp  ti'C  Cor/j^i-.-R'j  fu  ih^  <(a  flood  in  fume  fbrh  reflrdi'.wl  fenfr*  j* 
eiMf^v,  vt r,  £,  cfc,  hUi.tyi.’tg,  Itisfptrgj-  given  In  the  fcMphrjif:;. 
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to  th«m  of  J  have  fpnke  of  you,  with  pleafure  and  confidence,  to 
A^UwuKjdT  l^c  c**urc^e5  °f  Macedonia^  telling  them  that  the  chrif- 
,  viar  ago  ;  and  tians  in  Achaia,  of  which  Corinth  is  a  principal  city, 
your  z«it  hath  were  extremely  willing,  and  had  begun  to  make  their 
pwoked  many,  contributions,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  poor  brethren,  the 
lad  year;  {chap.  viit.  10.)  and  the  fame  of  your  laudable 
and  fervent  zeal  herein,  has  ntifed  a  noble  ambition  in 


j  Yet  hare  I 
(cm  the  brethren, 
Lc3  oar  boa  ding 
Cl'  }oa  ftouid  be 
in  ram  in  this  be* 

br\  \  ihtf,  u  I 
fxd,  \x  may  be 

IW'ljf  i 


4  Ltd  haply  if 
they  cl  Macedo¬ 
nia  wmc  wiib 
mcr  and  find  you 
uaprqurcd  *  we, 
(that  we  fay  not 
you)  (hwiid  be  a- 
iNRied  id  (bis 

June  confident 
brfdla^ 


many  of  them,  that  heard  me  fpeak  of  it,  to  follow 
your  good  example. 

3  But  not  with  {landing  all  my  confidence  In  you,  I 
thought  proper  to  join  in  fending  Titut%  and  his  two 
companions  aforementioned  {chap.  viit.  17,  18,  22.) 
not  from  any  remaining  fufpicion  of  you,  as  if  ye  would 
be  backward  to  finifh  what  ye  have  fo  well  begun ;  bot 
that  our  glorying  in  you,  with  regard  to  this  particular 
point,  may  not  in  any  degree  be  made  void;  my  mean- 
trig  is,  that  according  to  what  I  have  told  them,  (1 «r, 
a.)  and  have  now  fuggelled  to  you,  {chap-  viii.  u,J  ye 
may  be  indeed  thoroughly  prepared  to  put  your  money, 
as  ready  gathered,  into  our  hands-,  when  1  and  other 
meJTcngcrs  may  call  upon  you  for  ir, 

4  So  that  the  defign  of  fending  thefe  brethren  is 
chiefly  to  acquaint  you  with  our  intended  journey  for 
this  purpofr;  left,  if  any  of  our  Macedonian  friends  ac¬ 
company  me,  it  (hould  happen  that,  through  your  not 
knowing  when  to  expefl  us,  or  not  apprehending  the 
need  of  hafte,  they  fliould  find  that  the  work  is  ftill  de¬ 
pending,  and  not  compleated ;  and  left,  in  that  cafe,  I 
and  others  of  my  brethren  (hould  meet  with  a  difappoint- 
ment  of  our  hopes,  and  fo  be  confounded  before  them, 
on  account  of  the  honourable  things,  that  we  have  fait! 
to  them,  with  the  utmoft  a  flu  ranee  on  this  head,  con¬ 


cerning  you:  This  would  turn  greatly  to  our  reproach, 
not  to  fay  alfo  to  yours. 

j  Therefore  I  5  1  therefore  judged  it  neccflaty,  for  your  fakes,  aa 
tiwjirht  it  n«ef-  wcj]  a$  for  our  own  and  the  common  credit  of  chriftt- 
b^ihren^^thit  anity,  to  intreat  the  above  mentioned  brethren,  that 
'  ther  wold  g»  they  would  make  you  a  vtfu  beforehand,  to  let  you  know 
.  Wore  wn,°  when  ye  may  look  for  os;  and  to  a  (lift  yon  in  difpatch- 
f«bMdeUPv£*  ing  every  thing,  that  may  he  requifite  tor  getting  to- 
kimty,  whereof  getber  the  whole  of  your  beneficence  which  may  be- cal  • 
>'«  led  a  biejjing)  («*•?■*«)  as  it  is  by  the  bleifing  of  God, 
that  ye  are  enabled,  and  inclined  to  do  fo  much  good  to 
others;  as  he  wilt  continue  toblefs  you  in,  and  after  ir; 
and  as  his  poor  bid fs  his  name,  fpeak  honourably  and 
aJTc£Honatc!y  of.  you,  and  implore  his  bleifing  upon 
you,  for  it;  The  defign,  I  fay,  of  thefe  brethren’s  com¬ 
ing  is,  that  ye  receiving  previous  notice  by  them,  a- 

gainft 
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yc  had  notice  he* 
forest  hit  the  (kmc 
might  he  ready, 
as  rf  matter  of 
houoty,  sad  not 
Mofcovettnifiicftr 


6  But  this  I/j7, 
He  which  foweth 
{paring!}  (hall 
reap  a  Bo  fparing- 
]y  :  aod  he  which 
fowelii  bountiful¬ 
ly  (hall  reap  alfo 
kouatifiitly,. 


7  Every  min 
according  as  he 
purpuieth  in  his 
heart,  fa  lei  hum 
yiw;  not  grudg* 
m^iyt  or  of  «o- 
ceBiry :  for  God 
lovetn  a  cheerful 
flTCn 


9  And  Ood  is 
able  to  nuke  all 
grace  abound  to¬ 
wards  ymi;  that 
ye  always*  liav* 

ingall  iufficiency 
in  all  things  may 
abound  to  every 
go«d  work; 


gain  ft  what  time  thh  bounty  of  yours  ftiould  be  rrady 
gathered,  it  may  be  fo,  before  we  come;  and  may 
thereby  evidently  appear  to  be,  as  I  make  no  doubt  but 
it  is,  freely  given,  as  a  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 
favour  of  God  to  yourfelves,  and  with  a  de/ire  of  being 
bteflings  to  others ;  and  that  it  is  not  extorted  from  yon 
by  our  prefence  and  importunity,  as  chough  ye  were  a 
covetous  people,  loth  to  part  with  it. 

6  But  as  the  fum  to  be  raifed  among  you,  that 
mud  be  left  to  your  own  confcience  and  diferetion  ;  only 
to  prevent  diiheartning  and  unbelieving  objections,  as 
though  what  ye  give  to  others  were  all  lofs  to  yourfelves, 
I  defire  you  to  remember,  that,  as  in  the  hulbandman’s 
calling  bis  feed  into  the  earth,  he,  who  lows  with  a 
niggardly  fparing  hand,  can  expe£t  but  a  very  fmall  crop, 
when  he  comes  to  reap  it  ;  but  be  who  freely  fcatters  his 
feed  abroad,  may  hope,  by  the  bl effing  of  God,  for  a 
plentiful  harveil :  So  to  tie  i&ercrful,  God  will  Jbe-whim~ 
Jclf  merciful-,  (Pfal.  xviii.  2y.)  and,  tn  the  ordinary  dif* 
penfations  of  providence,  be  will  proportion  his  bleffings 
to  the  ftrattnefs,  or  liherality  of  your  charitable  contri¬ 
butions  ;  infomuch  that  there  is  shat  fcatters,  and  yet 
increases  ,*  and  there  is  that  withholds  more  than  is  meet, 
but  it  tends  to  poverty.  (Prov.  xi,  24.) 

7  Let  every  one  feriouily  coniidcr  this;  and  then  let 
him  give  according  to  what  he  deliberately  thinks,  in  his 
own  heart  and  confcience,  is  £t  and  proper  for  one  in 
his  circuniftances;  and  let  him  do  it  with  a  free  and 
cheerful  fpirit,  and  not  with  relu&ance  or  fecret  repin¬ 
ing,  like  one  that  grieves  at  what  he  parts  with ;  nor  by 
constraint,  like  one  who,  through  thame,  or  over-pref- 
fing,  or  fonic  finifter  motive,  cannot  tell  bow  to  avoid 
it:  For  the  great  and  bldTed  God,  whofc  goodnefs  is 
bis  glory,  takes  pleafure  in  one  that  imitates  his  own 
free  bounty,  by  giving  with  an  open  heart  and  hand  ; 
that  draws  out  his  foul  to  the  hungry ,  (Ifa.  Iviii,  10,)  and 
cheerfully  lays  hold  on  every  opportunity  of  making 
them  comfortable. 

8  And  the  all  fuflicient  God,  who  ddights  in  mer¬ 
cy,  is  undoubtedly  every  way  able  to  caufe  your  libera¬ 
lity,  as  well  as  every  other  grace  of  his  fpirit  to  increife 
abundantly  in  you,  to  the  end  that,  being  contented 
with  fuch  things  as  ye  have,  and  being  plentifully  Ap¬ 
plied  with  all  the  good  things,  that  pettain  to  life  ami 
godlinefs,  ye  may  be  flill  more  and  more  capable  of, 
and  heartily  engaged  in,  this  and  every  orher  good  work, 
to  which  he  calls  you:  And  yc  have  no  room  to  doubt 

but 
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but  that  he  Trill  do  it,  lince  fie  has  given  bis  own  pro* 
ixiife  to  encourage  your  faith  herein ; 

9  (At  it  b  p  As  it  is  written  in  the  f acred  oracles,  concerning 
* rperfed  abroad';  *^c  mcrc'ful  man,  {Pfal.  cxii-  9.)  he  has  fcattered  a- 
bt  hath  given  i»  broad,  with  a  liberal  hand  out  of  his  worldly  fubftanee, 
the  poor.-  hit  for  the  good  of  others  }  he  has  cheerfully  given  to  tbc 
<*  th;  P»5  *nd  needy,  which  may  be  cal¬ 
led  his  perjonal  nghtecmintls,  becaufe  u  is  one  great 
part  of  moral  righteoufncfs,  and  becaufe  he  only  a£ts, 
as  a  juft  and  faithful  fteward,  in  diftributing  his  Lord’s 
goods  for  the  noble  purpofes,  for  which  he  entrufted 
them  with  him :  And  this  fort  of  righteoufnefs,  per¬ 
petually  abides,  in  it’s  exercife,  as  God  will  continue 
to  difpofe  him  to  ir,  and  make  him  capable  of  it ;  and  in 
its  happy  fruits  and  ejfeih^  as  the  obje&s  of  his  pity, 
will  receive  Lifting  benefit  by  it;  as  he  himfelf^u/Znot 
be  ferfaken  of  his  God,  or  of  good  men,  and  his  feed 
fhalt  be  bkjjed  j  (Pfal,  xxxvii.  25,  26.)  and  as  he  fhall 
be  had  in  honourable  remembrance  upon  earth,  and  for 
ever  in  heaven.  {Pfai.  cxii.  6.) 

ic Nowhe  that  io  Now  my  heart’s  defire  and  prayer  of  faith  to  God 

!£«n,(iiw'er  ^boili  's*  t*1M  ^e>  whofe  blc fling  makes  rich,  and  who,  in 
mi.iilter  kreml for  the  world  of  nature,  not  only  provides  food  for  the  cur- 
your  fomi,  and  rent  year,  but  gives  feed  to  the  hulbandmanfor  fowing 
muiuply  yourfeed  .  an(j  who,  jn  the  moral  world,  gives  the  liberal 

craft  the  fruits  man,  not  only  enough  for  a  fupply  of  his  own  wants, 
of  ywr  rghto-  but  alfo  ability  and  a  heart  to  do  good  in  diftrtbutiona 
•Bfaefs,}  |Q  others  j  my  earneft  and  believing  prayer,  I  fay,  for 

you,  my  generous  friends  and  brethren,  is,  that  he 
would  continue  to  feed  you  with  food  convenient  for 
you  •,  and  would  turn  what  ye  give  to  others  to  the  bell 
account,  and  even  reftore  it  an  hundered-fold  into  youf 
ownjbofoms,  both  as  to  fpirituals  and  temporals  $  and 
that  he  would  enable  you  to  abound  yet  more  and  more 
in  this,  and  every  other  fruit  of  right  eoufnefs,  which 
hj  Jtfus  Chrijl ,  to  the  glory  and  praife  of  God (Phil,  i* 
11.)  *  faithful  is  he  that  has  promifed,  who  alfo  will 
do  it. 

:i  Bcioj;  «-  11  And  may  he  plentifully  beftow  upon  you  every 

mhed  M  every  yelling  of  this  world  and  a  better,  that  Ihall  difpofe 
tifiilnds,  which  you  for,  and  make  you  capable  oF  perlevenng  and  en- 
uul'ah  creating  in,  all  liberality,  with  rich  abundance, 

and  with  fimplicity  and  finglenefs  of  heart,  free  from 


NOTE. 


any 


•  One  or  Ste/ilanas's  tap Sea.  and  the  Clcr-  low  chnfe  rcarlirjs  or  nor,  an  apoftolie  pray. 
ivmt,  with  fc'/eral  others,  te  id  mixifter,  nr.1-  cr  may  be  eonfidcrul  as  containcnj-  the  nature 
fphaad  ;nrrr-t/r  in  the tenic;  and  ft  of  a  prerniti:,  cfpci-ially  when  fuppoited  hy 
rtsitc  them  piomifttof  wliat(5,-d  will  do.  other  prorniies,  lbch  aa  arc  found  in  the  pic. 
(Vxi.  M;!J.  Nov.  Tell.)  But  wc  Vol-  <xd:  ;:jj  context. 


3 68  The Jtcsnd  Epijile  to  the  Corinthians  paraphrajed.  Ch.  it. 


dJifeth  through 
V*  thanksgiving 
Co  God* 


ti  For  tii« 
minift  ration  of 
thi*  fervlcc  rot 
only-  fiipplicth  the 
want  ofthtftmts, 
but  is  abundant 
*l&>  Vy  many 
r’mkfgmngs  un* 

e* 


ti  (Whiles,  bjr 
<ht  experiment 
of  this  mimftra- 
tioii,  they  glorify 
God  for  your  pro- 
fdlod  mbjeAion 
unto  the  gofpet 
of  Chriftj  and 
for  your  liberal 
distribution  unto 
them,  and  unto 
ail  men :) 


if  And  by  thetr 
prayer  tor  you, 
which  Jong  after 
yon  for  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  grace  of 
God  m  you. 


*j  Thanks  it 
«nrn  God  for  his 
uufj?eaJuble  gift. 


any  finiftcr  views  according  to  what  appears  in  your 
good  beginnings,  which  engage  many  fouls  in  great 
thankfulnefs  to  God  for  railing  up  fuch  inftrumems  of 
fcafonable  fupplies,  rh rough  our  means,  who  excited 
you  to  them,  and  are  to  diftribute  them  ! 

ii  For  our  officiating  in  preparing,  and  difpofing  of 
this  public  collection,  is  not  only,  an  ample  relief  of 
the  neceffities  of  the  poor  faints,  which  cannot  but  be 
a  great  fatisfaclion  to  a  benevolent,  generous,  and  com- 
paifionate  mind;  but  it  likewife  abundantly  redounds 
to  the  glory  of  God,  through  the  manifold  thankfgiv- 
ings  that  are,  and  will  be  offered  to  him  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  by  myfelf,  by  thofe  that  ihare  in  your  bounty, 
and  by  all  that  are  friends  to  Chrift  and  his  poor. 

13  This  revenue  of  glory  accrues  to  God,  while  by 
the  proof  and  experience  (<&*  «•*»  fw**)  of  your  bro¬ 
therly  love,  in  this  diflribution  of  your  charity  through 
our  hands,  they  who  hear  of  it,  and  efpechlly  they  who 
receive  the  benefit  of  it,  adore  and  blefs  his  holy  name, 
for  that  unfeigned  fubmiffion  and  obedience  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Chrift  tn  his.gofpel,  which  in  this,  as  in  0- 
ther  in  (lances,  ye  pradieaily,  as  well  as  verbally,  make 
an  honourable  profeffion  of,  in  your  affe&ionate  re¬ 
gard  to  his  poor  members,  according  to  his  will  and 
command ;  as  alfo  for  your  great  generality  in  liberal 
communications  to  them,  and  even  to  all  that  need 
your  help,  according  to  your  ability,  as  opportunities 
and  occafions  offer. 

14  And  it  abounds  to  your  own  advantage,  as  well 
as  to  the  glory  of  God,  through  their  earned  prayers  to 
him,  that  every  bleiling  may  be  returned  into  your  own 
bofoms  for  the  Chriftian  kindnefs,  which  ye  (hew  to 
them,  who  are  affe&ionately  defirous  of  your  happinefs 
for  time  and  eternity,-  and  of  having  a  perfonal  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  you,  becaufe  of  the  fuperabundant 
grace  of  God,  which  is  found  in  you,  and  has  mani- 
fefted  itfelf  in  the  fruit  of  it  toward  them. 

1 5  My  heart  fincereiy  joins  in  their  pratfea,  as  writ 
as  prayers  :  Blefled  be  God  for  this  free  and  bountiful 
alms,  which  turns  fo  inexpreffibty  to  bis  glory,  and  to 
your  own  and  others  good  :  and  for  the  unutterable  gift 
of  his  grace,  in  that  he  has  made  you  both  willing  and 
able  to  honour  him  with  your  fub (lance,  and  to  refrdh 
the  bowels  of  his  poor,  and  has  filled  them  with  fo 
much  gratitude  to  him  and  you,  in  their  thankful  ac¬ 
knowledgements  of  ir ;  and  above  all,  hlefl'ed  be  God 
for  Jefus  Chrift,  to  whofe  gofpel  ye  bave  (hewn  fuch 
an  intirc  fubjc&ion,  (vcr.  13.)  through  whom  the  a- 

bundar.1 


Ch-  x*  The feetnd  EpiJUe  to  the  Coeihthiaks  parapbrafid*  269 

biixidant  riches  of  tbU  grace,  and  alt  bldTiogs  come  to 
you ;  {chap,  viti,  9.)  and  who  is,  by  way  of  eminence, , 
the  gift  *f  G?d%  (fee  the  note  on  John  iv.  10.)  evtnfuch 
a  Tran  feen  dent  and  all  com  pre  hen  five  gift,  as  exceed* 
the  power  of  language  to  exprefo 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  in  amiable  and  exemplary  temper  is  it  to  be  fo  forward  For  adts  of  cha¬ 
rity,  as  not  to  need  excitations  to  them  !  And  yet  there  may  be  oocafion  for  the 
moft  liberal  foul  to  be  reminded  of  them,  and  direfled  about  them,  that  they 
reay  be  performed  in  a  due  manner,  according  to  his  ability,  and  in  proper  fea- 
fon.  How  unreafcjiable,  as  well  aa  (inful,  arc  aQ  the  cavils  of  unbelief,  and  all 
grudginjj*  of  mind*  againft  a  well  advifed  chanty  in  foch  proportions,  as,  upoo 
fcrious  conGderation,  we  purpo^  in  our  own  hearts  to  go  into  !  For  God,  who 
iuvt‘3  a  cheerful  giver,  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  towards  us,  and  to  mul¬ 
tiply  our  (lore,  that  we  may  have  a  fuffictency  for  ourfdves  and  ours,  and  may 
ht  enriched  in  every  thing,  that  is  requifite  to  difpofe  and  enable  us  for  every 
work  of  benevolence,  which  he  calls  us  to;  and  he  has  afTinned'us,  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  Fowing,  we  flail  reap,  either  fparingly,  or  bountifully;  We  may* 
therefore  depend  upon  it,  that  he  who  difperfes  abroad,  and  gives  to  the  poor, 
fr*m  a  principle  of  love  to  God  and  them,  frail  be  no  lofer  by  it :  This  fort  of 
righteoufnefs  frail  abide  in  its  happy  fruits  to  others,  and  in  its  everlaftinf  bene¬ 
fits  through  grace  to  his  own  foul,  who  is  thereby  recommended  to  the  afTedtion 
and  prayers  of  his  brethren,  and  particularly  of  the  poor  faints,  that  the  Wet 
ting  of  them  that  were  ready  to  perifh  may  come  upon  him  ;  and  whole  praifes 
are  in  all  the  churches  of  Chrtft.  And,  O  what  an  eminent  glory  is  brought  to 
God  and  his  gofpd,  when  alms-deeds  are  performed  with  a  ready  mind,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  commands,  and  when  they  engage  the  thankfgivjngs  of  many  to 
him  !  Bletfed  be  God  for  the  unfpeafcable  gift  of  bis  grace,  whereby  be  enables 
and  inclines  fome  of  his  people  to  communicate,  and  others  to  be  grateful  it* 
their  acknowledgments  of  it ;  and  Wetted  be  his  glorious  name  to  all  eternity  for 
Jtfus  Chrift,  that  foperbtive,  ineftimable  gift  or  his  love,  through  whom  this* 
and  every  other  good  thing,  pertaining  to  life  and  godlinefi,  is  freely  beftuwcd 
upon  us,  beyond  all  expretfon,  meafure,  or  bounds. 


CHAP*  X. 

The  apojtle  returning  to  a  necejfary  vindication  cf  bimfetf*  and  confutes* 
fatten  of  the  invidious  fuggejtions  offalfe  teachers  that  fet  themf elves 
againjl  bimt  ajferts  bis  authority  with  great  meeineft  and  humility* 
it — 6-  Reafons  with  the  Corinthians  about  it*  7, — u.  RejeSis 
the  vaunting  methods  of  thofe  teachers  in  recommending  themfelves * 
and  claiming  the  honour  of  other  men*s  labours ;  and  lays  down  the 
better  rule *  by  which  he  proceeded  in  bit  minifi  rations*  with  an  aim 
at  the  glory  cf  God*  and  at  being  approved  of  him ,  12*—  18* 


Text* 

VOwl  Paul  ray- 

felf  befctth 
j.mtt  by  the  meek- 
liift  and  gentle- 
jiefi  of  Chrirt, 
#ho  In  preftnee 
bide  snong 
you 


Paraphrase* 
vrOW,  to  return  to  my  necelTary  felf- defence  againft 
the  mean  infinuarions  of  your  falfe  apoftles  to  de^ 
grade  me,  I,  that  fame  Paul,  who  am  reviled  by  them 
(t ter,  10*)  as  an  abject,  pufillanimous  creature,  of  low 
ftature,  and  defpicable  afpe£t,  in  my  appearance  among 
you,  but  as  very  aCunung,  magiftejial,  and  fevere  in 

tr.v 
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yom,  bur  being 
abrent  am  bold 
toward  you. 


1  Bat  I  befeech 

yon,  that  I  may 
not  be  bold  wIicq 
I  am  prtfent, with 
that  omfidencc 
wherewith  1  think 

to  be  bold  agiioft 
fo  me  which  think 
of  us,  as  if  we 
walked  according 
to  the  ftcih. 


3  For  though 
we  walk  in  the 
Itclht  we  dn  nor 
war  after  the  Wn 


a  (Forthc  vea* 
poo;  of  our  war¬ 
fare 


my  writings,  when  abfent  from  you ;  even  I,  to  (hew 
how  little  1  am  difeompofed  at  thefe  invidious  reprefen- 
rations  of  me,  exhort  you  with  alt  lenity, 

ealmnefs,  and  benevolence  of  temper,  to  regard  my 
admonitions  ;  and  this  1  do' with  fo  much  clemency  and 
tenderoefe,  according  to,  and  as  influenced  by,  the  a* 
m table  example  or  my  great  Lord  and  Matter,  who 
was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  [Matth*  xi.  29.)  whom 
I  would  fain  have  you  alfo  imitate  herein,  together  with 
myfelf. 

2  But  though  mine  enemies  take  occafion  from  my  mild 

and  humble  behaviour,  when  I  was  with  you,  to  fpeak 
con  temptuo  idly  of  me,  1  earneftly  intreat,  as 

well  as  exhort  you,  that  you  would  not  tide  with  them 
and  thereby  force  me, contrary  to  my  own  inclination  to 
exercife  my  apoftolick  authority,  when  I  come  to  you 
again  with  fuch  fe verity  as,  unlefs  things  be  mended,  I 
purpofe,  and  think  it  my  duty  to  ufe,  without  fear  of 
any  man's  face,  for  the  correcting  of  thofe  among  you 
who  judge  and  talk  *  of  rtte  particularly,  together  with 
others  of  my  brethren,  as  if  I  were  Influenced  by  fecu* 
lar  views  of  intereft,  or  honour,  and  condu&td  my  mi- 
niftry  by  maxims  of  carnal  reafonj  than  which  no  re* 
fleftion  can  be  more  unjuJL 

3  For  though  indeed  I,  as  welt  as  the  reft  of  my  fel* 
low-labourers,  do  dwell  in  mortal  fle(h,  and  we  all  are 
liable  to  the  common  infirmities  and  calamities,  that 
attend  our  being  in  the  body,  while  we  preach  the  gof- 
pelj  {GaL  iv.  13*)  yet  I  can  appeal  to  God  who  knows 
my  heart ;  [chap*  ii*  17.)  and  the  manner  of  my  life 
and  labours  plainly  (hews,  that  the  exercife  of  ray  mi- 
niftry,  in  which  1  am  called  to  war  a  goood  warfare, 
(1  Tim,  i.  18.)  and  that  my  convocation  in  the  world, 
and  efpecially  to  you-ward,  ( chap *  i*  12*)  is  not  with 
flcfhly  wifdom,  under  the  government  of  felflfh  and 
Gnful  principles,  by  carnal  means,  to  carnal  ends  ;  but 
with  fimplicity  and  godly  fincemy,  by  the  grace  of 
God. 

4  For  as,  like  good  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  we  arc 
lifted  into  his  fervicc,  which  may  be  called  a  warfare, 

on 


NOTE. 


*  Though  the  apoflle  hoe,  and  moflly 
throughout  this  chapter*  as  it  has  been  ob- 
icrvci)  he  likewise  doth  in  various  other  parts 
of  the  eptftle.,  (fee  the  notes  on  cbcpt  hi-  1, 
and  v.  id.)  fpeak s  in  the  plural  number,  for 
the  iike  of  modefty  and  decency,  in  treating 
the  fubjeft  (hat  Jay  before  him;  yet  he  prin¬ 
cipally  means  bhnfclf;  and,  in  federal  parts 
*f  the  following  difeourfe,  itii  evident  ih&t 


he  at  things,  wluch  cnly  related  tc 

litmfclf;  1  have  therefore  in  ihf  paraphrase 
on  this  chapter,  as  alfo  cl  few  he  it,  all  aloti^ 
cither  included  others  with  him,  or  not,  ac¬ 
cording  as  1  apprehend  may  be  moft  luitahie 
tc  the  nature  of  the  ihitigs  he  is  fpcikinj  «f, 
asehher  common  to  k:m  ;u:d  other*,  01  is 
petdur  to  IdmlHf, 
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fire  .ire  not  cu*  on  account  of  the  difficulties,  bardfiiips,  and  dangers 
ltd.  boi  rnigjuy,  t^3c  belong  to  it,  (2  Tim,  ii.  3,  4#)  and  the  many  great 
ti  c  pulling  down  and  formidable  enemies,  that  are  to  be  oppoled  ana 
«:  itiong  bolds ;)  vanqiiiQied ;  the  arms,  with  which  we  militate,  are 
not  of  a  worldly  nature,  to  carry  things  by  external 
force}  nor  are  they  fuch  as  the  wifdom  of  the  ilefli  fur- 
niflies  out  or  as  are  fuitedto  promote  the  intere/lsof  the 
jlefh,  but  in  oppolitiob  to  thefe  rhey  are  of  a  fptritual  na¬ 
ture  *,  fuch  as  the  gofpel of  peace  and  the  fiuard  cf  the 
Spirit ,  vjhich  if  the  word  vf  God}  (Eph.  vi.  1 5,  17.)  as 
difpenfed  with  light,  zeal,  and  courage,  in  their  native 
funplicity,  without  human  art  or  eloquence,  {{bap  iv.  2, 
7.  and  1  Cor .  i.  23.  23.  and  ii.  1 — 7.)  and  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  •weakneft  of  carnal  means,  they  are  wonder-^ 
fully  prevalent,  through  the  mighty  operation  of  God 
'  with,  and  by  them  to  demolilh  theftrongeft  forts  of  Gn 

Satan,  and  the  world,  and  all  the  darlntfs,  rebellion, 
pride,  and  prejudices,  unbelief,  flubbomnefs,  fe  natal¬ 
ity,  and  enmity,  which  lie  in  tbe  heart  of  man,  and 
fortify  therafelves  in  it,  as  in  a  ftrong  hold,  againft  God 
and  all  this  is  done,  as  eaGly  and  eifeduaJiy  by  thefe 
weapons,  as  the  walls  of  jericho  were  thrown  down 
with  the  blowing  of  rams  horns.  (JoJb,  vi.  4 — 20  ) 

*  Catling  do  wd  5  Thefe  means,  ufed  in  this  fpiritual  warfare,  are 

imaginations, and  fucceCsful,  not  by  human  might  or  power,  but  by  the 
.very  hish  thins  fpirit  of  the  Lord,  (Zecb.  iv.  6,  7.)  to  confute  and  o- 
fcif1  aoluft  the  overthrow  the  corrupt  reafonings  (**?>*/**)  of  Jewt 
knowlSgt  of  and  Gentilej,  and  every  proud  conceit  of  fdfwifdom, 
Cod,  and  brlv  righteoufnefs,  and  ftrength,  together  with  all  the  power 
ai)d  policy  of  hell  and  earth,  that  naturally  rife  up  in 
obedience  of  rebellion  againft,  and  would  hinder  rhe  propagation  of 
'Chrirt.  the  light,  grace,  and  holinefsof  the  gofpel,  and  the  vari¬ 

ous  difeoveriea,  that  are  made  of  the  perfections  of  the 
divine  nature,  and  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  there¬ 
in;  And  be  renders  thefe  tnean9  effectual  to  fubdue  e- 
very  oppoGng  thought  and  partion ;  to  captivate  and 
overcome  them  by  a  fweer,  and  yet  all  conquering  en¬ 
ergy  ;  and  to  reduce  them  to  2  cheerful  and  obediential 
fubje£Uon  to  the  authority  and  commands  of  the  Lord 
Chrtft,  that  he  may  have  a  willing  people  In  the  day  of 
his  power.  (P/a/,  cx.  3.) 

6  And  having  6  And  as  to  thofe  among  you,  who,  after  all  proper 
in  i  itadineft  to  methods  have  been  ufed  to  reclaim  them,  continue  ob- 
IwJience,  when  ®nate  and  refra£tory,  and  do  what  in  them  lies  to  de- 
1  your  grade  me  and  my  office,  I  am  furniihed  with  powers, 
and  am  ready  to  inftift  fuch  exemplary  puniftunents  u- 

pon 

N  O  T  JL 

'Though  faiths  and  p  rayer,  and  ocher  yet  thtgefpci  af  ptw,  and  the  whole  wri 
tracts  aod  Mvvuuentcnit,  are  slfo  reckoned  fif  GW,  Lrem  to  b;  chiefly  intended  here,  u 
f\  ibe  Orijliai'f  cmwn  {Eph,  vi*  i )  tir  rcsjii  o/  d&vH  {trow  hztd r.  ir. 
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your  obedience  h 
fulfilled. 


T  Do  ye  look 
on  things  after 
the  outward  ap* 
pearanct  l  if  any 

mao  troll  to  him- 
Jclf,  that  he  U 
Chrilti;  let  him 
of  himfelf  think 
this  ajptn,  that 
as  he  is  ChrUta, 
even  fo  ert  we 
OmfhT 


S  For  though 
1  (hould  boaft 
Jiwnewhit  more 
of  our  authority, 
(which  the  Lord 
hath  given  us  for 
edification,  and 
not 


pon  them,  by  my  apoftolick  rod,  as  they  deferve  * ; 
Only  I  im  willing  to  defer  this,  till  the  utmoll  has  been 
tried  by  gentler  treatment*  and  it  may  be  Teen  how  nu« 
ny  of  you  (hall  pay  obedience  to  ChriCt,  and  to  his  au¬ 
thority  in  me  ;  and  how  far  ye  (hall  fulfil  the  orders, 
which  I  hare  given  you,  by  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  call  in¬ 
corrigible  offenders  out  of  the  church* 

7  How  difadvantageoufly  foever  my  inveterate  op- 
pofers  may  pretend  to  judge  of  me,  from  the  meannefa 
of  my  corporal  prefence,  the  lownefs  of  my  worldly 
clrcum dances,  and  the  homility  and  mildnefe  of  my 
behaviour,  when  among  you  ;  are  ye  fo  weak  and  in- 
conliderate,  as  to  form  your  judgment  and  edeem  of  me 
and  them,  merely  from  external  (how  and  appearances? 
If  there  be  any  one +,  even  the  mod  leading  man  of 
the  fa&ion  that  has  been  raifed  among  you  who  vaunts 
and  pretends  to  be  confident  in  his  own  mind,  and  like 
a  felf-nghttous  perfon,  tnifts  in  himfeEf^that  he  is 
a  member  and  fervaat  of  Chrift,  united  to  him,  guided 
by  his  Spirit,  and  commiflioned  and  owned  by  him,  let 
fuch  an  one,  however,  reckon  again  with  himfelf,  and 
reflect  often  and  fenouHy  upon  ir,  to  make  him  humble 
and  prevent  hla  contemptuous  thoughts  of  me,  that  ad¬ 
mitting  he  were  what  he  pretends  to,  I  am  every  way 
as  much  ChrifTs  and  am  honoured  with  as  many  evi¬ 
dent  tokens  of  it,  as  he  pol&bl j  can  be* 

8  For  if  being  forced  to  it  on  thtsoccaHon  for  vindica¬ 
ting  my  own  publick  character,  I  (hould  fpeak  with 
fomething  of  an  air  of  beading,  beyond  what  I  ever 
have  done,  or  like  and  eboofe,  or  other  wife  would  do, 
or  beyond  what  the  vaineft  of  them  can  reafonahly  pre¬ 
fume  to  do,  concerning  tbcapoftolic  powers,  which  the 
Lord  Jefus  has  entruded  me  with,  for  building  you  up 
in  the  faith,  holinefs,  and  order  of  the  gofpel,  and  not 
for  the  deftfu£tion  of  any  of  your  fouls;  and  for  bring¬ 
ing  offenders  among  you  to  repentance,  and  not  for 
driving  them  into  defpair,  no,  not  by  the  fevered  ex- 

ercife 


NOTES. 

*  Thu  ravtn^tkg  dsfeht£e*?t,  feems  to  biles,  and  pitted  the  cenfiuc  wiih  thc:r  cor t* 
he  fomething  different  from  the  weapons  of  currtnee,  by  virtue  of  his  apoftolic  author^  , 
warfare  before  mentioned,  4.  and  to  re-  which  gave  him  the  power  of  an  uomriJ 

late  to  what  he  would  do  by  the  apoilollcrd,  pallor 
rather  than  merely  by  a  church -ten  fore,  t  Mr  Lotit  thinks  that  one 

which  he  had  directed  the  church  itfdf  to  paft  is  here,  and  in  Tome  following  verfes,  point- 
ti pon  obflinate  offenders,  1  Ccr*  v.  3,-13.  eclat,  as  the  falfe  apoftle,  who  had  raifed  * 
and  which  he  here  intimates  he  would  via-  faction  imongrheCViaf&^ngaiRftrhcap^ltle 
dicale  and  confirm,  in  calc  of  continued  un-  Pa;tL  Bat  it  teems  pi etTy  evident  from  w, 
penitence,  by  inflating  farther  pmufhcuentt  z>  re,  1*.  that  there  were  more  than  sue  fsi:e 
upon  them;  (fee  the  note  00  l  Cv.  it,  ar.)  teacher,  or  spoflic,  that  oppofed  him;  cIV 
(bongh,  doAijfltfs,  had  he  been  prefem,  he  one  might  be  dote  lading,  and  u- 

would  have  prefixed  in  their  church  aflem-  mens  than  the  reft* 
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jt&  for  your  de* 
fruition.)  I  Jhould 
not  be  illumed  : 


9  Tfut  I  may 
uDt  teem  as  if  I 
uvuM  terrify  Jou 
by  kttert. 


10  for  bis  let¬ 
ter?  (faythcy)drr 
weighty  and  po«r- 
err'd*  bur  iff  b<r 
d:Iy  pretence  is 
ui;k,  and.  bis 
fxtdi  couteoip- 
tlble* 


1 1  Ln  filch  an 
01c  think  this, 
(hit  futh  af  we 
2rt  m  word  by 
lexers,  when  we 
arc  ibfent*  filch 
ir:,Y  ire  alio  in 
detd  when  we  are 
prclcDt* 


it  For  we  dart 
nor  make  otir- 
kW«  of  the  num¬ 
ber*  or  compare 
onridvcs  with 
tome  rhat  com* 
mcrtdthemfel'rcf; 
but  theya  mca- 
fjnng  them* 
frkes  by  them* 
id  res,  and  com¬ 
paring 


ercife  of  my  authority:  Yet*  were  I  to  enlarge  upon 
this  head*  more  than  I  {ball*  I  iliould  have  no  reafou 
to  bealhamed  of  itf  as  if  it  were  groundlefs,  untimely, 
or  indecent,  in  my  prefeut  firuation;  the  truth  woiiid 
bear  me  out,  and  none  could  confute  me. 

9  But  I  forbear  laying  To  much  of  this  cfpccVdly  of 
my  power  to  inltfftpumfhments,  as  I  jullly  might  that  I 
maynotfeem  to  conduct,  as  though  I  intended  to  1  ri^hr- 
en  you,  by  writing  in  my  cpiflles;  while  abfent  from 
you,  what  I  chre  not  dc,  when  prefent  with  you,  as  Is 
objefted  again!!  me  by  m  y  anragonifts. 

10  For  they  don't  Iticfc  to  fay,  in  a  reviling  manne  r 
Concerning  his  epilUes  indeed  are  wrote  in  a  high, 
folemn,  authoritative  and  threatninc  drain,  as  if  he 
were  fome  fody ;  but  when  he  is  pcrfonally  prtfem  with 
u$,  he  appears  to  be  a  poor,  weak,  contemptible  ani¬ 
mal,  of  a  fpirit  as  low  as  his  ftature  ;  and  his  difeourfe 
is  quite  defpica bit,  without  eloquence,  or  graceful  ut¬ 
terance,  or  any  thing  to  fupport  the  vatt  authority  he 
pretends  to  in  his  writings.  (See  the  note  on  chap . 
xi.  6.) 

11  But  whoever  fpeaks  of  me  at  this  detracting  rate, 
let  fuch  an  one  reckon,  and  depend  upon  it,  that  what- 
ever  I  threaten  in  words  by  writing,  when  I  am  nfct 
with  you,  I  will  certainly  execute  in  fa£t,  as  far  as 
there  may  be  occafion  for  it,  whenever  I  have  the  op¬ 
portunity,  as  I  defign,  God  willing,  {chap*  xiii.  t.)  of 
coming  to  you  again;  I  then  will  not  fpare  to  punifh 
fuch,  as  Jhall  continue  difobedient,  {ver*  6*)  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  authority  which  Chrift  has  given  me. 

12  This  is  all  that  I,  at  prefen r,  {hall  fay  cf  that  mat¬ 
ter:  Fcr,  furdy,  fuch  z  conrcmptible  wretch,  as  1  am 
reprefented  to  be,  mull  net  prefume  to  think  nnyfelf  fit 
to  vie,  or  to  be  ranked  and  joined,  with  that  paity  u- 
mong  you,  who  fpeak  great  fwclling  words  of  vanity  ; 
nor  to  compare  myfelf  with  fuch  mighty  boafters,  as 
fancy  that  none  can  come  up,  near  to  them  *  *  Nor  in¬ 
deed  would  my  conference  allow  me  to  he  fo  conceited 
and  vain-glorious,  as  to  vaunt  beyond  all  hounds,  like 
them  or  to  go  into  an  oftentatious  detail,  und  that  be¬ 
yond  the  truth)  of  all  my  qualifications,  .powers,  und 
performances,  in  order  to  my  comparing  them  with 
theirs,  who  e  ice  (lively  magnify  their  own  pn  tend¬ 
ed  gifts  and  achievements,  to  the  running  down  o- 

thers 


NOTE. 

*  As  Tome  valuable  expeifitors  tike  tht  both  way?,  that  the  reader  may  idte  Ills 
foimcir  part  of  thb  verfe  in  tbe  irwb/,  and  choice* 

•■Ikts  in  the  feri^us  vie*1  *  L  have  coofrlered  it 
IV,  t  S 
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pirinftheinJelvci 
imongfl  them  - 
ielvts,  are  no c 
wiiir. 


*3  w'e  wilV 
aotboottotlhings 
without  our  mta- 
furc,  b  i»C  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  mci" 
Aire  of  the  rule 
which  God  hath 
diihitnuftt  to  i», 
a  mcafurr  to  cadi 
circa  unto  you* 


1 4  for  we 
Arete h  iK»t  fmr* 
fdves 


thers,  that  are  every  way  better  and  greater  men  than 
themfelves :  But  this  I  rauft  lay,  that  while  in  forming 
their  fond  opinion  and  efteem  of  themfelves,  they  take 
their  meafure,  rule,  and  ftattdard,  only  from  fuch  im¬ 
aginary  excellencies  and  fer vices,  as  they  fancy  belong 
to  themfdves ;  and  white,  initead  of  being  duly  hum* 
bled,  in  conlideratioo  of  the  much  fuperior  charafter 
and  ufefalnefs  of  others,  they  compare  themfelves *,  on¬ 
ly  with  perfotis  of  their  own  temper  and  party}  and  of 
inferior,  or  at  lead  of  equally  infignificant  endowments 
they  acta  very  weak  and  foolilh  part,  and  can  never  in 
that  way  come  at  a  true  knowledge  of  themfelves,  nor 
do  they  indeed  underhand  the  proper  boundaries  of  their 
ownfphcre  and  province,  fo  as  not  to  thru  ft  themfelves  up¬ 
on  churches,  and  lord  it  over  them,  which  were  found¬ 
ed  by  the  mimilry  of  others,  and  not  of  themfelves. 

13  Bur,  for  my  own  part,  I  will  not  attempt,  tike 
them,  to  aflume  ro  myfelf  the  honour  of  other  men’s 
labours,  {ver.  r  j.)  nor  to  glory  in  things,  that  God 
has  not  commjHioned  me  for,  and  wrought  by  me, 
within  thofe  bounds,  which  bis  providence  has  plainly 
marked  out  to  me  * :  But  1  {hall  only  fpeak  of  thofe 
things,  that  have  been  done  in  a  regular  cxercife  of  my 
miniitry,  not  by  {kipping  about  from  place  to  place,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  owned  humour,  and  for  ferving  party- 
views,  as  the  falfe  apotUes  do ,  but  according  to  the 
meafure  and  Umirs  of  that  commiflion  and  call,  which 
God  has  given  me,  and  afhfted  and  owned  me  in,  for 
preaching  the  golpel  in  many  regions,  through  which 
I  travelled,  in  an  orderly  courfe,  for  that  purpofe,  {Ran. 
xv.  18,  19.)  till,  by  the  favour  of  God,  and  according 
to  the  rule  of  my  commiflion,  I  came  as  far  as  Coriniht 
even  to  you ;  where,  as  in  various  other  places,  I  plant¬ 
ed  the  gofpel,  and  a  church-ftate  among  you.  (1  Cor. 
iii.  6,  10.) 

14  For  1  am  not  chargeable,  as  your  new  preachers 

arc 


NOTE. 


*  It  m;iv  very  much  help  us  to  miderfland 
tVs  and  I  he  fallowing  urfrs,  If,  will  Dr 
Ji.-HnwfiW,  and  ibme  other  critics,  we  confi¬ 
ded  ti’.f  terras,  that  are  mnAly  tdii  in  them, 
aj  agsuijikzj.  In  this  view  of  them,  At  rttta- 
furt  of  tvr  ruU  (to  jarfW  th  xavttoc)  allndes 
to  the  path  narked  out,  and  bounded  hy  a 
Tivhitc  line  for  racers  in  the  fjlbmiutt  jjahirt, 
that  w*  re  observed  amon^  the  Gorintlvm ; 
and  fo  the  apoftlc  tvprtfenis  his  woik  in 
prc;ching  the  gofpel*  -s  hi*  ipt  ritual  r^ce; 
»iid  1  he  province,  to  wUirh  be  vs*  appoint¬ 
ed*  as  the  romprfs or ftagi*  of  ground,  which 
God  had  di/} riiftttffd <ir  nicafurvd  out  (iptfiTtr 
tpjTi)  Air  him  to  run  Ik.  Accord imjly,  to 
IkKilt  -c^  dJ  mttjiirt  (s,;  m  zpiTix)  in 


the  former  part  rf  thh  wfe,  and  u.*r.  if. 
and  10  jtrcttu  blmfcif  Ityonri  ins  tnca/nre,  *;i- 1>- 
ver  c Jt *cnd  hi m fidi*  ver,  i*.  *Vrmrfr£*;i 

refer  10  one  tbm  ran  beyond*  or  out  of  his 
line :  IV t  art  mti£  as  far  cj  f?  iwi  vu*  1 

ifltav&jAi*)  vrr.  14 -  allude*  to  him  that  came 
fort  moil  to  the  goal ;  and  in  ampler  ton's 
/rtr,  ver.  id.  (rv  ecXAcr^  xatart)  fignifict  h% 
the  province,  that  was  marked  out  Uh  ibr«e 
body  *lfe,  in  alhihon  ti>  the  line,  byv.hr oh 
the  rate  was  hounded ;  each  of  the  nicer*  hv 
ving  the  path,  which  bcmi£hrto  run,  ctaik- 
td  out  to  hfm ;  and  if  one  fleppcd  over  )!'.:<> 
the  other"*  path,  he  *xte»<4*d  hinuclf  ovci  L\ 
line. 
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fihcfbcyvai)  ear 
mcifxrt,  *£  tbo1 
vc  reached  not 
unto  you  i  for  wv 
arc  cutM  u  far 
u  to  youalfo,  in 
fr'ftthiuj  tht  gof^ 

I-1?!  of  Chrift  i 


t;  Not  baafl- 
in*r  of  thing? 
without  oat  mca- 
furcj  that  Ut  of 
other  rneb'*  la¬ 
bours:  but  hav¬ 
ing  liopo  vhou 
your  tilth  IS  ia- 
freafrd,  that  we 
(tall  he  enlarged 
by  you  according 
t.)  our  ruleabua- 
dautly< 


16  To  preach 
the  gofpvl  In  the 
rtfons  beyond 
you,  and  not  to 
JjojJI  in  another 
man's  line,  or 
things  made  rea¬ 
dy  to  our  hand* 


t?  But  he  that 
gWieih,  let  hitn 
glory  jo  fbc 
Lord* 


are,  with  extending  my  courfe  beyond  its  appointed 
bounds,  as  if,  without  proceeding  gradually,  I  had  par¬ 
ted  by  other  towns  and  cities  that  lay  in  my  way,  or 
had  not  come  to  you,  till  after  ye  bad  received  the  got* 
pel  by  Come  other  hand  ;  For  I  took  all  other  places,  far 
and  near,  that  were  within  the  compafd  of  my  travels  ; 
and  when  I  had  fulfilled  the  neceiTary  parts  of  my  mi- 
hiftry  in  them  federally,  I  advanced  forward,  till,  at 
length,  I  reached  as  far  as  Corinth  alfo,  where  I  was 
the  firflthat  preached  the  glad  tiding  of  falvatlon  by 
Jefus  Chrift  to  you;  and,  blefled  be  God,  it  was  at* 
tended  with  great  fuccefs*  {AEts  xviii.  I, — ii.) 

15  I  do  not  herein  vaunt  of  things  that  I  have  done, 
without  obferving  the  bounds,  which  God  has  marked 
out  to  me,  as  your  new  teachers  do;  nor  do  1,  like 
them,  pretend,  as  though  Chrift  had  wrote  thofe  things 
by  me,  which  were  done  by  others  ;  and  fo  take  the 
credit  of  their  labours  to  myfelf:  No,  I  have  always 
jt  riven  to  preach  the  go/pel ,  not  where  thrift  was  named 
before,  left  Ijhouid  build  upon  another  man's  foundation  : 
(Rom,  xv,  18,  10,)  And  (fc)  I  hope  In  the  Lord,  that 
when  your  faith,  which  has  been  fliaken  hy  fatfe  apn- 
flies,  is  re-eftablifhed,  regulated,  and  improved,  I 
lhall  be  greatly  encouraged,  and  aiGfled  by  you,  to  ex¬ 
tend  my  province  ftill  farther,  than  the  goal  which  haa 
hitherto  been  fet  me  ;  and  that  without  going  over  a- 
nother  man’s  line,  but  according  to  the  commilGon, 
which  the  Lord  has  given  me,  as  the  apoftle  of  the  Gen* 
tiles* 

t6  My  hope  is  that,  by  your  means,  I  fhall  be  en¬ 
abled  to  bold  on  my  courfe,  fo  ns  to  carry  the  goipcl  of 
Chrift  to  diftant  countries,  that  lie  beyond  you,  for 
the  convex  firm  of  many  there,  where  it  has  not  yet 
been  preached;  and  fo  (hall  continue  to  glory  in  what 
further  fervice  my  great  Muller  (hail  mark  out  for  me, 
and  do  by  me,  more  than  has  yet  been  allotted  to  me, 
and  that  without  leaping  over  my  own  bounds,  and  en¬ 
croaching  upon  another  minifler**  province,  or  brag¬ 
ging  of  things  done  by  any,  that  have  gone  there  be¬ 
fore  me,  as  if  I  would  take  the  honour  of  their  labours 
to  myfelf, 

17  But,  after  all,  inflead  of  glorying  in  ourfelves, 
or  tn  our  own  accomplifh  merits,  labours,  and  fucccte  5 
and,  much  more,  inftead  of  boafting  of  what  has  been 
done  hy  others,  as  though  It  had  been  performed  by 
ourtelves :  let  every  one,  that  is  minded  to  exult  and 
triumph,  glory  only  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  by  whote  grace 
be  ie  what  he  is,  and  doth  what  he  doth,  for  the  he¬ 
ll  %  nour 
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ncmr  of  God,  and  the  good  of  others  that  he  alone  may 
be  exalted. 

1 8  For  whoever  he  be  that,  having  a  high  conceit 
of  his  own  abilities  and  performances,  and  of  the  good 
done  thereby,  aferibea  them  to  himfelf*  and  feeks  the 
apphufe  of  men,  is  far  from  being  accepted  of  that 
God,  who  rejifis  the  proudt  andgivti  grace  to  the  hum* 
hie:  (i  Pet,  v,  5.)  But  he,  whom  the  Lord  honours 
with  his  gifts  and  graces,  prefence  and  bUtfing,  and 
bears  wit ntfs  to,  as  fincere,  humble,  and  faithful  in 
his  work,  is  highly  approved  in  his  fight  i  and  Iball 
have  praife  of  God,  when  he  (hall  make  manileft  the 
coimfch  of  the  heart  (i  Cor*  iv*  5*) 

It  B  COLLECTIONS. 

With  what  mevtnrfs  and  condefeenfion,  in  imitation  of  our  hlefTed  Lord, 
fhoukt  his  fervants  labour  to  win  over  fuel)*  as  art  unreafonably  prejudiced  a* 
gaiufl  tiiciti  and  their  mini  It  rations ;  and  yet  with  what  authority  fliould  they 
vindicate  the  honour  of  Chinft,  in  rebuking  thole  that,  after  aU,  continue  obfii- 
nate  in  their  dlfoberticncc  to  him,  as  fpeaking  by  them  I  Though  faithful  mini- 
tiers  are  men  of  likepafluitis  and  infirmities  with  others,  and  make  but  a  mean 
figure  in  the  world,  while  they  dwell  in  mortal  fldli ;  yet  they  are  not  to  be  judg¬ 
ed  of  by  outward  appearance ;  nor  are  they  governed  by  carnal  principles  and 
views  in  their  wurk.  iind  warfare,  as  many  fal/e  pretenders  are.  And  O  how  vic¬ 
torious  and  triumphant  is  the  pofpel,  which  they  preach,  when  attended  with 
the  mighty  power  of  God*  to  beat  down  the  flrong  holds  of  fin  and  Satan;  to 
overcome  the  pcnwfe  reafomngs  of  carnal  minds,  and  all  their  pride  and  preju¬ 
dices  ;  and  to  l'ubdue  them  to  the  obedience  of  Chritt !  When  his  miniftringfer- 
vants  have  a  wttnefs  in  themfdves  that  they  are  ChrilPa,  it  is  fometimes  neccf* 
Ciry  for  them  to  alTcrt  it,  in  confutation  of  thofe,  that  would  unrighteoufly  re¬ 
proach  them,  as  though  they  affumed  too  much  to  thcmfelves,  or  adted  an  in- 
confiftcnt  part  In  different  fixations  :  And  yet  how  careful  ihould  they  be,  to 
avoid  all  appearances  of  vain  boa  fling,  or  of  going  out  of  their  province,  to  the 
hindrance  and  diih:rbancc  of  other  churches  l  And  as  ever  they  would  be  ap¬ 
proved  of  Gud  in  all  that  they  do,  they  ihould  lake  heed  of  priding  themfdves 
m  any  thing,  that  they  arc,  have,  or  perform  j  and  glory  only  in  file  Lord,  as 
aferibircg  the  praife  of  all  intirdy  to  him* 


iB  For  not  he 
thu  eommendeth 

hinjich'  i*  jppro  v- 
cd.iviit  whom  the 
Ltml  commend* 
ctJv 


CHAP.  XI. 

The  apoJUt,  itt  further  vindication  of  bis  authority  againfl  hit  enemies, 
gives  the  reafons,  in  a  prefatory  apology,  of  his  /peaking  in  his  own 
commendation,  i, — 4,  Shews  that  he  had  not  come  Jhort  of  any  0/ 
the  apdftles  of  Chriji,  much  left  of  the  fulfe  apofiles  ( whom  be  de¬ 
fer  ibes )  in  freely  preaching  the  gofpel,  5, — 15.  Makes  another  a- 
■  pobgy  for  v/hat  he  was  going  to  add  in  defence  of  his  own  character , 
1 6» — 21.  And  draws  out  an  account  at  large  of  his  external  pri¬ 
vileges,  as  equal  to  thofe  ef  the  falfe  apoflles  ;  and  <f  his  qualifica¬ 
tions,  labours ,  carer,  fympathy,  fuff  (rings )  dangers ,  and  deliveran¬ 
ces,  as  fuperior  to  theirs,  22, — 33. 


Para- 


you  Id 
War  with  me  i 
little  in  my  folly  ; 
z:k!  iiuUcd  bur 

nkU  niC4 


*  For  I  imjeap 
Iotas  nwyou  with 
i  godly jcdonf'y  ; 
fur  1  have  cfpcuf- 
ed  yootoonehuf- 
baud,  that  J  may 
prcfent  y**  as  4 
cbaitc  yivgin  to 

Orift. 
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Paraphrase* 

^yoeld  to  God  A  S  it  may  .be  necefiary  to  atM  fomething  further.  In 
XX  Findicarion  of  my  apoflnlic  office,  againlt  thofe, 
that  would  fupplant  it,  I  wi(h  {«*■***)  yc  would  have  a 
little  patience  with  me  in  what  l  am  forced  to  fay  on 
my  own  behalf,  which  may  fecm  to  be  very  vain  and 
fooljfh,  as  fpeaking  in  one's  own  praife  is  generally 
thought  to  be,  and  as,  without  the  greatefl  neceilitv, 
it  certainly  would  be;  But  («**«}  I  befeech  you  to  bear 
with  me,  as  ye  ought,  in  this  my  reputed  folly,  in 
which  I  principally  aim  at  your  advantage. 

2  For  I  am  affectionately  and  folnchoufly  concerned 
for  you,  with  a  holy  and  religious  doubt  and  fear,  left 
any  of  you  (hould  be  drawn  olf  from  Chrill  and  his  gof- 
pel,  and  from  me,  as  his  apollle,  to  your  falfe  teach¬ 
ers;  and  there  is  good  reafon  why  I  (hould  be  touch* 
ingfy  thoughtful  about  you  :  For  I,  as  an  earn  eft  fmtor 
for  the  Lord  Jefus,  was  the  means  cd  bringing  you  to 
know  and  love  him,  to  accept  of  him,  and  yield  your- 
felvcs  up  with  full  confent  to  him,  as  your  only  huf* 
band,  like  perfons  betrothed,  as  If  roe!  were  of  old,  in 
a  marriage-covenant  to  the  Lord  ;  ( Hof.  ii.  ly,  2Q.) 
and  it  is  ray  great  ambition  as  it  always  has  been,  that 
1  may  have  the  honour  and  pleafure  of  putting  you  in- 
to  h!s  hands,  as  a  pure,  uncorrupted,  faithful  fpoufe, 
that  is  for  him,  and  for  no  other,  (Hof  tii.  3.) 

3  But  confidering  the  artifices  and  intrigues  of  the 
falfe  a po files,  who  are  fo  very  bufy  with  you,  I  am 
tenderly  in  pain  for  you,  left  as  the  Devil,  by  his  cun* 
ning  ftratagems  under  rhe  form  of  a  Serpent,  impeded 
upon,  over-reached,  and  drew  our  mother  Eve*  thro* 
her  unwatchfulnefs,  into  fm;  {Gen*  iii*  1, — 6.)  fo  fome 
of  your  fouls,  through  the  fophiitical  infimmion s,  and 
plaufible  pretences  of  his  inftmmems,  fhould  be  inad¬ 
vertently  perverted  in  your  principles,  temper,  and  prac¬ 
tice  ;  and  be  turned  afidc  from  the  purity  of  do£trine, 
relating  to  fajvation  alone  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  from 
the  fmcerity  and  uprightness  in  manners  that  belong 
to  the  profeflbrs  of  his  name,  and  are  really  found  In 
ail  chafe,  that  are  vitally  united  to  him. 

4  I  am  afraid,  I  fay,  Jell  by  their  means,  inftead  of 
your  heing  like  a  chafte  virgin  to  Chrift,  ye  (hould  be 
corrupted,  like  an  adulterefs;  For  if  anyjone,  who  has 
come  among  you  fince  I  left  you,  propofes  another  Sa¬ 
viour  from  fin  and  from  the  wrath  to  come,  than  thac 
Jefiis,  whom  I,  at  well  as  Apolhs^  preached  to  you;  (1 
Con  lit.  j,  6,  10,  1 1.)  or  if,  by  the  mini  (by  of  any  new 
upflart>  ye  have  been  made  jurukers  cf  another  an  l 

hcact 


5  Rat  I  far 
hft  by  any  means t 
ii  iheierpcoi  be* 
ptiied  thro1 

his  lufctiiy,  fo 

ymrcndndsflioakl 

et+TUptod  irom 

(ht  ftmpliciry  ;bat 
^  io  Corift. 


4  For  if  he 
thai  coTitth, 
preach  eth  ano¬ 
ther  Jeftis,  whom 
« c  hare  not 
pr^chd;  or  if 
\?rictivc  another 
ipirit s  which  yc 

Jlivc 
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hi:  vc  nor  received  > 
or  aunt  her  £ofptI 
which  ye  have  not 
accept  cd4yc  mhjht 
wdi  bear  with 
him. 


j  For  1  fap- 
jjofe  l  was  not  a 
whit  bcliitJil  the 
very  chitfeft 
pemks* 


ar 


6  But  though 
I  be  rude  in 
fpeveh,  yet  not  in 
knowledge;  hut 
w*  hive  been 
(hrooghjy  made 
manifcft  among 
you  ui  *11  things. 


better  fpirit,  and  of  more  excellent  gifts  and  graces, 
than  ye  received  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ;  (Gal.  iii.  2.) 
or  if,  by  means  offuch  an  intruder,  ye  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  a  more  holy,  joyful  and  bleffed  gofpel, 
thar  is  more  worthy  of  Cod,  and  contains  better  tid¬ 
ings,  or  a  fafer  way  of  falvation,  than  what  ye  em¬ 
braced  through  my  preaching  ;  then  indeed  ye  might 
very  well  receive  and  own  him,  and  fubmit  to  his  au¬ 
thority,  and  even  prefer  him  tome;  and  none  could 
blame  you  for  it. 

5  But  this,  none  of  you  can  fay  ;  and  were  any  to 
pretend  to  preach  another  Saviour,  another  Spirit,  or 
another  gofpel,  they  ought  to  be  rejected  with  abhor¬ 
rence:  {Gal.  i.  6,-9.)  for  I  am  perfaaded,  and  it  is  no 
preemption  in  me  to  conclude,  that,  astothefe  things, 
I  no  way  fall  ibort  of  any,  even  of  mod  eminent 
a  parties  of  Chrift ;  no,  not  of  Peter  himfclf,  whom 
fame  of  you  make  your  boart  of  j  (1  Cor.  i.  12.}  much 
Itfs  have  I  been  inferior  to  any  of  the  faife  3  pc  files ;  no, 
not  to  the  molt  famous  of  them,  that  has  of  late  crept 
in  among  you  ;  and  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  Jr<a- 
ijb  party,  mny  pretend  to  have  come  from  Peter. 

6  Yea,  though  my  ftyle  be  plain  and  Ample,  like 

that  of  a  private  ordinary  perfon  without 

the  HourUhes  of  human  rhetoric;  (t  Cor.  ti.  1,  4.)  * 
and  tho'  my.  pronunciation  be  not  fo  graceful  and 
fluent,  as  feme  others,  and  particularly  as  my  brother 
Apolhi's  may  be  ;  (AEls  xviii,  24.)  yet  my  knowledge 
of  Chrift,  and  of  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  gofpel,  which 
I  received  by  revelation  from  him,  (Gal.  i.  12.)  is  in¬ 
ferior  to  none ;  But  this  I  have  fhewn  and  proved  in  fo 
ample  4  manner,  with  regard  to  all  the  main  points  of 
Chrirtian  faith,  and  obedience,  the  efficacy  of  which 

e  experienced  with  fuch  power  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  when 
was  with  you,  that  I  need  only  appeal  to  your  own 
confciences  for  the  truth  of  it. 


f 


jfliveicom-  7  As  to  another  cavil  of  my  adverfarics,  (fee  the 
in'abafuiv  nyfijf  norc  on  1  Cor.  is.  i.)  .as  though  I  had  a&ed  below  the 
that  apoftolic  characler,  and  inconAftent  with  it,  in  not  de¬ 
manding  a  mainlainance  from  you,  as  1  jurtly  might, 

(1  Cor. 

NOTE. 

*  No  good  nidge s  of  true  oratory,  that  not  fitted  in  the  n'i/Jern  tf  hoi  itt  tfifftw- 
have  carefully  read  and  conlSdered  the  apoftle  er  of  God.  (z  0>r.  4,  j.)  And  therefore 

P^nTs  Speeches  and  cpiftk*,  can  think  him  4  hU  being  rtdg  in  Jpetth  i*  referred  by  fwnc 
flninger  to  the  art  of  periuaiion,  or  the  rules  to  a  defied  in  bis  voice,  which  they  fuppofe 
*'f  rhetoric ;  ViiL  Btz  So  loc*  and  fee  Mr  was  fmall  and  tortll*  if  hot  (bannering:  and 
Lctkt's  f  refute  k  the  fpifttai  and  BitickvtalFk  by  « there,  to  that  plain  inartificial  way 
feertd  vat.  i,  pag.  *54,  tit.)  Bathe  {peaking  which  he  chofe,  but  for  which  the 

pnrpofdy  Avoided  the  pomp  at  Gwr  do-  u*sft  and  learned  men  of  this  ivaihl  ddjufa* 
auenee,  and  the  (Jr-dieJ  arts  of  hQuian  ora*  him, 

>'  iu  his  prcacLdng!  that  totrfwtk  wirjfe 


chat  you  might 
be  exalted,  be- 
duft  [  have 
Inched  to  you 
the  ^clof  God 
fatly  i 


S  S  robbed  o- 
tlicr  churches  , 
taking  wagefc  0/ 
to  dkt  you 

icrrk^ 
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(i  Cor.  ix,  4, — r4.)  but  working  with  my  own  hands 
for  a  fubfifteocc;  (AEti  xviii.  3,  and  1  Ccr,  iv*  iz.)  can 
any  one  really  think  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  fault, 
or  done  you  any  injury,  in  bumbling  myfeJf  fo  far,  and 
fubraitting  to  fo  mean  and  fcrviJe  a  way  of  getting  inyT 
bread ;  my  deGgn  in  which  was,  that  none  of  you  might 
be  prejudiced  againft  me,  a  mercenary  creature  ;  but 
that  ye  might  the  more  readily  embrace  the  gofpet  of 
the  grace  of  God,  and  might  be  enriched  with  its  great 
and  glorious  b Idlings,  without  impairing  your  tempo* 
ral  fubftance?  Was  I  not,  by  preaching  it  at  free  cofi, 
the  more  likely  10  promote  your  fpirituni  profperity,  and 
lift  you  up;  as  it  were,  to  heaven  in  itJs  glorious  pri¬ 
vileges?  )lfrfzffA«  xi,  33.) 

8  Tea,  in  purfuit  of  my  ftudious  concern  far  your 
fpi ritual  advantage,  I  have  a] To,  in  tendernefe  to  you, 
ftripped  other  churches  *  that  have  been  captivated  to 
the  obedience  of  Chrift  by  my  minifrry,  (chap.  x.  5.) 
even  though  they  were  poorer  than  yourfeives,  (chap. 
viii»  2  )  by  taking  larger  contributions  from  them,  than 
were  barely  neceflary  for  my  maintai nance,  during  my 
abode  with  them,  that  I  might  imnitttr  the  gofpcl  for 
your  conversion  and  edification,  at  their  coft,  without 
making  it  chargeable  to  you- 

9  Accordingly,  whilft  I  continued  preaching  the  glad 
tidings  of  falvation  among  you,  and  wanted  the  necef- 
faries  and  conveniences  of  life,  ye  very  well  know,  that 
I  did  not  load  you  with  the  expence  of  fupporting  me, 
and  fo  become  burdenfome;  (chap.  xii.  13*)  (“  ********** 
r*  *£*«*■}  nor  did  I  Hun  any  of  you  with  complaints,  or 
grow  dull  and  flotbful  in  preaching  tbe  gofpel,  for  want 
of  pays  For  whatever  I  (bood  in  need  of,  over  and  a- 
bove  what  I  could  earn  by  working  fomeumes  at  a 
handicraft  trade,  (ASs  xviii*  3.)  my  Chriliian  brethren, 
that  came  from  tbe  churches  in  Macedonia^  and  parti¬ 
cularly  fome,  that  arrived  from  Pbi/ippi,  one  of  it's 
ohief  cities,  (fee  the  note  on  A&s  xvi.)  fumiihed  me 
with  it,  ( PhiL  iv *  15.)  and,  at  all  events,  I  have,  from 

fir  ft 


,  Anti,  »‘hcii 
1  ww  prefent 
with  you,  and 
M-med,  I 
tbar^cable  to  no 
rn^ti  :  far  that 
*rllith  was  lack¬ 
ing  to  me  the 
trdltreo  which 

came  from  Mace¬ 
donia  Aipplitd  : 
and  in  all  things 
J  have  kept  my- 
fclf 


H  G  T  F„ 

*  The  word  f^vXwrc)  tigDifes  t being  ngttd  fattier  if  Chr*Jlt  nml  having 
fiript  or  aaMt  as  well « to  and  it  a  juft  cUini  ir>  Ijehm^inaU)  fupported  hy  c- 
h  certain  that  the  apodlc  did  twt  mean  it  in  very  vhurch,  to  which  an  apufllc,  in 

the  had  frnfc  of  robbery:  For  this  would  have  fitch  a  manner,  be  hell  tutted  c« 

hteo  a  very  odd  vindiC4ttfM»  of  hbnfelf  agalnft  promote  hisfrrrin$  rbc  common  cjuIc  of  h;k 
his  captious  adveriarics;  an d  he  calls  what  and  their  £reat  Lnid  and  And  a, 

he  received  from  other  Aturchci  vpayei  (gi>>-  the  word*  rendered,  l  rsh'ii,  *?}'***& 
v^:r)  binding  to  ihcviflBaU  that  wertamtent-  x*Cjv  vimu)  wwMry  terms, 

Iv  ffiven  to  lijLdiere  for  their  pay,  which  in-  perhaps,  tbcic  n^iy  Ik  Sw  alUifinn  to 
I  [mates  that  he  liwiight  himlHf  to  hate  as  that  h^m  rapdves,  and  ap- 

youd  a  right  to  the  contribution*  of  thofe  jdhd  m  (writer  otc  in  wry ii;  -  a*d 

churches,  as  Wdicrshad  to  chctr  Itipcndi  he  viOorks,  which  ant in  the pawyliMi 
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fcif  from  btlng 
bardeuionic  unto 
you,  and  So  vriSi  C 
keep  wjfiif- 


to  As  the  truth 

c?f  Chrift  is  in 
iu c,  no  man  ih  :H 
flop  me  of  this 
Loailinj;  in  the 
regions  of  Achih. 


tt  Wherefore? 
hec^ufe  t  bve  veu 
not?  Gcni  know- 
eth. 


firfttohft,  takn  efle&ual  care,  by  one  means  ot  ci¬ 
ther,  to  procure  a  livelihood  hitherto,  without  your  af* 
liftance,  that  1  rai^ht  not  be  chargeable  to  any  of  you: 
And  I  am,  for  good  reafons,  fully  refolved  never  to  be 
fo,  for  time  to  come*  chap*  x»*  14*) 

lo  If  this  be  imputed  to  me,  as  a  fault,  I  am  fe  far 
from  being  afhamed  of  it,  that  I  count  it  a  great  part 
of  my  honour  ;  and  I  fblemnly  declare,  with  the  faith 
and  honefty  of  a  Chriltian,  and  of  an  apoftle  of  Chrift 
to  which  he  is  witnefs,  (Rom.  ix»  I*}  that  no  one  what- 
foever,  cither  by  reproaches  on  one  hand,  or  by  ltind* 
neffes  on  the  other,  (hall  prevent  my  glorying  in  my  not 
being  a  burden  to  you,  or  to  any  of  the  churches  in  all 
your  province  of  Achaia* 

xi  Why  think  ye,  ami  fa  foltcitoufly  bent  upon  this? 
is  it,  as  fome  would  fuggeft,  becnufe  1  have  not  a  real 
and  hearty  affctlion  for  you,  but  have  taken  fotne  dii- 
guft  at  you,  and  therefore  will  not  i’ecm  to  be  any  way 
brbtddrn  to  you  l  (See  the  note  on  Chap .  iii.  13*) 
f;:r  from  it;  the  great  God,  who  fcarches  the  heart, 
knows  that  it  doth  not  proceed  from  any  fuch  caufc  as 
this* 


1 1  Put  what  I 
d  trm  1  will  do, 
that  I  may  ent  oil' 
o'Tafout  from 
them  ’svhidi  dtfire 
octal  k*n  ,  tl«U  , 
uhcrciit  tlicy 
ry,  they  may  he 
found  *v<fn  z& 


i  r  For  fuch  at 
P.E&  apoftle*  , 
deceit  fui  work  - 
er$ 


t  2  15  ut  whni  I  have  done  in  preaching  the  gofpel  gra¬ 
tis  to  you,  {«<  »«■>•'«)  anti  will  perftft  in,  is,  that  I  may 
(lop  the  mouths  of  thofe  falfe  teachers,  who  are  contin¬ 
ually  leeking  all  occilions  to  depreciate  me,  and  extol 
thcmfdvcs;  and  that  in  the  very  thing  which  theyboall 
of  as  though  they  were  difinterefted  perfons,  and  only  in¬ 
fill  upon  your  maintaining  them,  as  a  tedimony  pf  your 
owning  their  authority  over  you*,  they  may  beinduc- 
erf,  by  my  example,  to  be  as  little  oppreflive  to  you,  and 
as  free  from  all  mercenary  views,  as  1  am  ;  and  that 
they  may  not  catch  at  an  advantage  for  boafting,  (as 
they  gladly  would,  were  1  to  take  any  thing  of  yon)  as 
if  they  therein  did  nothing,  but  what  even  I  myfelf  had 
done. 

13  Far,  whatever  this  fort  of  men  pretend  to,  they 
are  not  real  apoflles  of  Chrift,  fent  and  coirimiffioned 
by  him  ;  but  they  arc  falfe  claimants  of  that  high  cha¬ 
racter 


NOTE. 


*  The  fcr.fc  given  the  fir  ft  part  cf  rhe  pa* 
nplirjfnj  on  this  chime  is,  l  own,  very  fingu* 
ler;  butali  oilier  inters  relations,  that  I  hjvc 
nut  with,  except  Mi  bukt*&.  which  1  have 
aft-*  abided,  nwiilv  pj  on  n  fiippofitron,  that 
fome*  at  Jeafl,  ftf  theft  fait#  tcachcre  rii:i 
pitacli  at  ire*  colt,  which  fetms  rather  to 
TKrplcXj  than  dear  the  spoil  meaning, 
x-'.A  to  tj»«  1  the  between  this  and 

l|,r  b  •‘lowing  vcv:et  zs,  wrfj  aj  ;o  la-:  is? tcrly 
JiiLoiiiuvLiit  uith  the  whole  feepe  oL  hi*  iir- 


gumenf,  anfwcTahk  to  what  he  had  inGflal 
on,  at  large,  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  his  fhft 
epiftle,  (ftc  the  note  there  on  uer/i*)  which 
is  to  vindicate  himfeit  againft  the  calumnies 
of  the  fatfc  apotlle*,  on  account  of  his  not 
claiming  and  utiijg  the  right  of  msifiittotJH'ei 
And  it  appears  from  the  *oth  vetfe  of  this 
chapter,  (hut  they  were  fo  far  from  taking 
mi  thing  fori  heir  labours  among  the  CvrUthi.it:*t 
thrt  ;hcy  were  very  rigTKjts  and  c^njpvi  ir. 
their  fjftjfttfju  wp'iii  Uiero, 
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iraniforming 

thfmfejvci  into 
ibc  a^gilles  of 
Drill 


U  Andn»«*r- 

:  for  SaM 
hinsLdf  fo  tranf^ 
farmwl  into  an 
Wjd  of  li  jht* 


15  Therefor* 
it  it  no  great 
thing  if  his  inhv* 
flm  alio  bet  ran f~ 
fwmtd  as  ;he  mi4 
niter*  of 
oafnefs !  whole 
end  (lull  be  ao 
coining  to  their 
vorlu. 


t6  T  fay  again, 
1a  m>  man  think 
neaf-jol;  if 
fkrrwife,  yer  as  a 
foot  JXC-CVVC  AX' 
|1ut  1  may  boy  ft 
»y£lf  a  little. 


17  That  which 
t  fpak,  J  fpejk 
it  not  after  the 
Lord,  bur  as  it 
were 


racier  5  they  corrupt  the  word  of  God  and  handle  it 
deceitfully,  (chap,  in  17,  and  iv.  2.)  labouring  to  cheat 
and  impofe  upon  you  and  to  ferre  thcmfel ves,  under 
pretence  of  ferving  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  j  xvi. 

18.}  and,  to  compafa  this  defign,  they  put  on  the  molt 
fpecious  forma,  that  they  may  appear  like  the  true  apo* 
{ties  of  Cbriit,  as  if  they  had  the  fame  authority,  and 
did  the  fame  work  with  them* 

14  And  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  Ihould  pra&ife  this 
deceitful  art,  fince  Satan  himfelf,  on  certain  occafions 
takes  upon  him  the  guife  of  a  good  angel,  pretending 
the  greated  fanclity  and  kindnefs  in  order  to  his  doing 
the  greateft  mifehief,  as  when  tempting  Eve  to  fin, 
(ver.  ^.)  he  aifumeti  the  body  of  a  ferpent  in  fuch  a 
beautiful  form,  and  accofted  her  with  fuch  fair  fpeecbes 
(Gen.  iii.  1 — 6.)  a*s  made  that  prince  of  darknefs  ap* 
pear  to  her  like  one  of  the  glorious  angels  that  dwelt  in 
the  light  of  God’s  immediate  prefence,  and  came  with 
a  meflitge  of  truth  and  goodnefs  from  him. 

15  It  is  therefore  no  (trange,  new  or'  impracticable 
thing  if  his  einiflaries  and  fervants,  who  learn  of  him 
and  are  influenced  by  him,  to  promote  his  kingdom, 
Ihould  alfo  diflcmble  their  own  true  character,  and  put 
on  the  face  cif  holy  minifters,  ami  teachers  of  the  way 
of  righteoufnefs  to  eternal  life  by  the  works  of  the  law 
and  nut  alone  through  the  faith  of  Chrift :  But  for  all 
this  God  wilt  bring  them  to  judgment,  when  their  final 
reward  (hall  be  according  to  the  wickednefs  and  hypo- 
pocrify  of  their  doings}  and  fo  their  end  will  be  def- 
trutHon.  (Phil.  iii.  18,  19.) 

16  Confidering  then  how  t'hefc  falfe  pretenders  fet 
themfelves  off,  to  the  deceiving  of  many,  I  again  (vcr. 
1.)  beg  that  ye  would  bear  with  me,  and  that  none  of 
you  would  count  me  a  vain  glorious  fool  in  representing 
the  great  things  which  God  has  really  done  for,  and  by 
me  :  But  if  any  of  you  think  me  to  ack  fuch  a  foolifb 
part  herein,  as  don’t  become  a  wife  and  prudent  man  ; 
yet  1  befeech  you  10  indulge  me,  as  far  as  ye  would 
one,  whom  ye  take  to  be  a  weak  and  filly  crearure  that 
1  as  well  as  others,  but  with  much  better  views,  may 
a  little  further  vent  myfelf  in  what  looks  like  bead¬ 
ing  of  my  own  endowments  and  performances. 

17  I  confefs,  that  in  fo  much  infilling  on  my  own 
character,  I  do  not  fpeak  in  fuch  a  way,  as  feems  wor¬ 
thy  of  Chrift,  and  after  his  example,  (Johnv  iii.  50,  54.) 
nor  do  I  fpeak  according  to  any  exprefs  command,  that 
he  delivered  in  his  perfona!  minidry.  (See  the  note  on 
1  Cor.  via.  10.)  No  ;  I  mud  own,  that  be  condemned 

fee  king 
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were  [boJHhly  in 
this  confidence  of 
bcaftiog* 


fB  Seeing  tbit 
aurv  glory  after 
the  fltih,  I  #iU 
glory  dfa 


19  For  ye  fnf* 
fcT  fool*  gladly, 
fain pr  ye  yo*r- 
fciwt  arc  wife* 


to  For  ye  fnf- 

fer  if  a  man  bring 
ran  into  bond  age, 
if  a  man  devour 
joa,  if  a  man  lake 
«/  tf  a  man 
enaJt  himfffifj  if  a 
man  fmue  you  on 
ft kc  fetti 


feeking  honour  one  of  another,  {John  v.  44.}  which  is 
certainly  very  criminal,  when  felf  applaufe  is  aimed  at: 
But  the  huge  boaflings  of  my  enemies  with  a  deGgn 
of  impoftng  upon,  and  preventing  you  ;  and  their 
mean  inGnoations  to  difparage  my  apoftlefliip  and  the 
pure  gofpei'of  Chrift,  and  fo  to  prevent  my  ufcfulnefs 
in  preaching  it,  force  me  to  fpeak  with  an  air  of  weak- 
nefs  and  folly,  in  this  oftentatious  appearance  of  ferting 
forth  things,  that  relate  to  my  office,  after  their  exam¬ 
ple,  who  confidently  boaft  of  themfclves. 

18  Since  many  of  your  judaizing  teachers  greatly  va¬ 
lue  themfclves  upon,  and  pride  themfelves  in,  their  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges  and  advantages,  fuch  as  their  being 
the  feed  of  Mrahnmt  { ver .  22.)  and  circumcifed  in 
the  flefli,  and  the  like  ;  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that,  if 
there  is  any  room  for  glorying  in  thefe  things,  1  can 
boaft  of  them  as  much  as  they;  and  finely  ye  cannot 
be  offended  at  me  for  faying  this. 

19  For  thofe  of  you  that  admire  the  falfe  a po files, 
can  eafily  bear  with  their  folly,  while  they  ingratiate 
themfelves  with  you  by  magnifying  thefe  their  privile¬ 
ges  ;  and  if,  to  (hew  that  I  am  upon  a  level  with  them 
in  this  refpeft,  1  alfo  do  the  fame,  ye  may  likewife  hear 
with  me  therein,  fince  yc  think  yourfelvcs  very  wife  in 
bearing  with  them  * ;  and  are  indeed  fo  wonderfully 
conceited  of  your  own  understanding,  as  to  pity,  ra¬ 
ther  than  envy  others,  whom  ye  look  upon  as  fools, 
compared  with  yourfelves:  Nay,  ye  can  bear  with  much 
greater  faults  in  your  falfe  teachers,  than  this. 

20  For  if. any  one  of  them  tyrannizes  over  vour  perfons 
and  confidences,  as  though  ye  were  abfolute  (Invest ;  if 
he  makes  a  prey  of  you,  as  ferving  hit  own  helly^  (Rom 
xvi.  18.)  like  the  Scribes^  who  under  pretence  of  re¬ 
ligion,  devour  widows  houfes  ;  (Luke  xx.  47.)  it  he  not 
only  receives  large  prefen ts  and  falaries,  but  even  takes 
away  your  worldly  fubftance  by  fubnli:y  and  fraud ;  if 
he  aggrandizes  and  fpeaks  highly  of  himfelf,  and  treats 
you  with  fovereign  contempr,  as  the  Jew j  were  wont 
to  do  by  the  Gentiles  :  Nay,  if  he  infuits  and  abufes  you 
in  as  ignominious  a  manner  as  when  a  man  gives  ano¬ 
dic  ir 


NOTE. 

*  ye  arc  wife  U  fpoken  tronlea/lj^  in  underlie  it,  of  them  to  the  law 

abeauriftil  oppnfidon  to  their  counting  the  for  though  the  apoftl*  w«  afraid, 

®poftlc4  fool  w  rforyhtg)  although  he  ffimrld  left,  in  tome*  this  might  be  the  eale*  vc  \  * . 
iky,  well,  beit  To,  that!  am  deemed  a  foolj  yei  it  doc?  not  appro*1  that  it  as  yet  inti 
yet  yc,  who  have  fuch  a.  Taft  opinion  of  yoitr  whereas  the  honfage  here  fpoken  of,  is  lup- 
«wn  knowledge,  are  iurely  wife  enough  to  poled  to  b=  what  they  had  toco  a  trendy 
bear  with  me,  while  ye  confukr  me  under  brought  into  %  and  the  other  faie  U  not  Jo 
that  t harattet*  much  of  a  piece  with  all  Uuc  follows  in  this 

f  Bringing  them  into  foxdage  ts,  if  i  mit  verfc*  as  that  which  is  gfaa  iaibe.riraph:l3*Cp 
take  cot*  to  be  taken,  not  as  fane  expo ton  See  Mr  Lode's  note. 


it  t  fpcak  as 
■Diiccniiug  re* 
proitfbj**  though 
v.c  bad  been 
weak :  howbeit, 
uhfrtin  focrer 
anr  is  bald*  (1 
fpeik  fodiftly^  I 

Hi  bold  alfo. 


11  Atc  they  He- 
WOM  ?  lofAlt 
uvihcy  tftaelhts? 
|b  1 ;  Are 
tkv  ihe  feM  of 
Abnhin  l  fo 
i. 
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ther  a  {lap  on  the  face  ;  ye  can  put  up  all  this,  and  be 
eafy  under  it. 

21  What  l  mean,  and  fpeak  of  relates  to  the  tndig* 

nity,  which  ihefe  isfolent  men  have  ufed  yon 

with ;  and  which,  at  rhe  fame  time,  they  have  put  u- 
pon  me,  as  though  I  were  a  contemptible  wretch,  that 
had  no  right  to,  nor  were  able  to  fupport,  the  apofto- 
lick  powers  and  privileges,  which  I  ptofefs  to  claim : 
But,  let  them  paint  me  out  in  as  invidious  and  defpi- 
cable  colours,  23  they  pleafe,  whatever  any  of  them  can 
pretend  to  boaft  of  and  value  themfelves  upon,  1  alfo 
(though  it  may  lean  to  be  foolUh)  can  talk  at  as  high 
a  rate  as  they  ;  and  boldly  compare  myfelf  with  them, 
in  every  thing  that  is  worth  mentioning,  in  their 
account,  or  yours. 

22  As  to  external  privileges  according  to  the  tiefli, 
(ver.  18.}  are  they  of  JewiJB  extraft  by  birth,  in  dif* 
tinftiott  from  profelytes  of  other  nations  ?  and  are  they 
fuch  as  ufe  the  Hebrew  tongue  in  their  fynagogue  wor- 
fliip  in  diftin&ion  from  HeUtnifiie  Jews,  (fee  the  note 
on  Join  xii.  20.)  that  perform  it  in  Greek  ?  J  like  wife 
am  fo,  both  by  father  and  mother’s  fide,  and  have  al¬ 
ways  ufed  the  fame  language,  being  a  Hebrew  of  the 
Hebrew's.  (Phil,  iti-  5.)  Are  they  defeended,  not  from 
E/au,  but  from  the  beloved  Jacob ,  (Mai,  i.  2.)  who 
was  honoured  with  the  title  of  Ifrael ,  in  token  of  the 
power,  which,  as  a  prince,  he  bad  with  God?  (Gen. 
xxiii.  28.)  I  alfo  am  an  lfraelite ,  of  the  tribe  that  fprung 
from  his  beloved  Benjamin ,  (Phil,  iii,  5.)  which  is  no 
mean  tribe.  Are  they  the  natural  off-fpring  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Abraham,  that  friend  of  God,  (2  Chron.  xx.  7.) 
to  whom  he  promifed,  to  be  a  God,  and  to  his  feed  af¬ 
ter  him  in  their  generations  !  (Gen.  xviii.  7,  9.)  I  alfo 
am  of  the  feed  of  Abraham ;  (Rom.  xi.  1.)  and  fo  I 
have  as  much  room,  at  lead  to  boaft  of  all  thefe  privi¬ 
leges,  as  any  of  themfelves.  (Phi/,  iii.  4,  5.} 

-  23  And  as  to  things  of  dill  far  greater  worth  and  im- 
portatice ,  relating  to  the  gofpel  ftate,  do  they  boaft  that 
they  are  minifters,  who  preach  Chrift,  and  are  com- 
miflioned  and  owned  by  him  ?  Admitting  that  this  were 
true,  though  there  is  plain  evidence  to  the  contrary,  I 
(to  fpeak  once  more  with  an  appearance  of  folly)  am 
really  the  fervant  and  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  a  fu- 
perior  degree,  in  my  extraordinary  commillioit  and  qua¬ 
lifications,  and  in  preaching  his  uncorrupted  gofpel:  In 
teftimooy  of  this,  1  (hall  at  prefentoniy  appeal  to  what 
God  has  called,  and  enabled  me,  more  than  any  of  them 
to  do  and  fuffer  in  the  canfe  of  Chrift  I  have  been  more 
frequent  and  abundant  in  toils  and  fatiguesand  more  ex- 

tenfive 


**  Arf  they 
n’nifcri  of 
Chrift?  {I  fpeak 
fi  1  fool,)  I  am 

more 


14  OFthc  Jews 

fire  times  receiv¬ 
ed  I  forty  firipa 
five  QUC- 
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pore,  in  bv.>nr»  tenGve  and  iiKlefatigablein  minifterul  labours,  that)  any  of 
more  abundant,  tliem  .  And  over  and  above  all  that  they,  cl'pc  daily 
nKarurcT  in  prt*  thofe  who  plead  for  citcumcifion  to  avoid  being  perfe- 
lons  more  fre-  cuted,  (Oaf,  t.  ti,  and  vi,  ti<)  can  pretend  to  hate 
quent,  in  deaths  for  Chrift,  1  have  bore  innumerably  more  ftripes 

*ft*  than  any  of  them  for  his  fake,  and  for  profetfing  and 

preaching  his  pure  gofpel :  I  have  been  oftner  clapt  up 
in  jails,  than  they  have  been :  And  I  have  very  fre- 
quently  been  in  imminent  danger  of  death  for  aflerting 
the  caufe  of  my  great  Lard ;  as  to  in  (lance  in  a  few 
particulars. 

14  ofthc  Jews  24  j  have  gone  under  the  lifti  at  five  different  times 
edVfony  by  the  Jews,  who  have  ftill  power,  under  the  permifiion 

fuc  ouc-  of  the  Roman  governor  to  infLi&  corporal  pumfijmenrs, 

though  not  unto  death,  unlefs  it  were  under  the  infpec- 
tion  and  prefidency  of  the  Roman  governor  * ;  in  all 
which  fcourgings  1  received  thirteen  ftrohes  with  a  whip 
of  three  thongs,  which,  in  all,  made  thirty-nine  ftripes, 
the  law  of  Mofts  obliging  them  not  to- exceed  forty,  in 
punilhing  offenders  +.  (OeuU  xxv.  3.) 
u  Thrice  was  aj  At  three  different  times  J,  one  of  which  was  at 
1  bfltcn  With  Philippi  (JZli  xvi.  23.)  I  have  been  whipped  with 
ftooCTi^thricc*  1  Roman  Officers  :  {See  the  note  Afls  xsii.  25.)  Once  f 
iuffisred  (hip  -  was  (toned  by  the  mob  at  Lyjira,  through  the  Inftiga- 
wr«cfc ;  •  ui|dit  tion  of  the  Jews,  till  I  was  thought  to  be  dead,  (.*£7r 
x{v*  *9')  Aough,  juft  before,  the  people  of  that  City 
could  fcarcc  be  remained  from  adoring  me,  as  a  God  : 
( ver*  1 1 — 18.)  Thrice  have  I  been  caft  away  hy  fliip* 
wracks  H >  in  one  of  which  I  was  tolled  about  by  the 
waves  of  the  fca*  in  the  utmoil  danger,  upon  a  pan  ef 
the  wreck,  for  a  whole  night  and  day  together,  before 
1  could  get  afhoreP 

NOTES, 


ij  Thrice -was 
1  bnten  with 
jrodi,  one-  was  I 
ft onwl,  thrice  I 
iuJFcred  fliip  ^ 
wreck  ;  a  *»ght 
and  a  day  I  have 
been  in  the  deep; 


*  Set  the  notes  on  A&&  vi,  i*,  and  xatv*  Hammond  on  the  place,  and  Ai&jwstfh  on 
9*  from  whence  it  may  appear  that  the  rea-  X)*a/,  xxv.  3- 

why  the  apoftle  Pool  did  not  plead  hit  f  We  have  no  relation,  in  ihe  Afti  of  the 
privilege*  as  a  Roman,  v/Heohe  wasfeourg’jrl  gnrateft  part  of  the  fuflermgs  which  the  a- 
by  the  Jmj,  as  he  did  when  the  magiftnres  poftle  recites  in  thde  verfes*  :is  being  forced 
at  and  LyJUs  the  chief  captain  at  Jr-  co  it  by  his  enemies.  But  they  arc  not  ar  ail 

rirja£emt  ordered  him  to  he  leourgcd,  Affs  the  lets  to  be  credited,  as  red  fafb :  For 
xvi,  ii,  37,  and  jtjiiu  *4,15.  wmj,  becaufc  loir's  hiltory  b  very  tliort,  and  is  princip^.- 
Ssr  profefltd  a  fahjvciion  to  rhe  policial  laws  ly  of  faAe,  which  hthimfelf  was  an  eys-wit- 
of  the  Jrtutt.  and  the  Remans  allowed  them  nefs  to;  and  it  cannot  be  fuppoied,  but  that 
the  mb  of  their  own  laws.  many  trouble*  befel  the  apoitle,  which  are 

f  yVc  &w,  giving  j;i  account  of  this  pa*  not  recorded  in  that  hillory;  though  his  mo- 
jvihment,  fays,  .it  was  with  forty  ftripes,  defty  cnncejlcd  them,  till  he  thought  hirahtf 
/live  one.  (Vid.  Astiq.  1,  iv*  c,  v;iL  fcz*  \  \*)  under  a  nccelEty  of  declaring  them. 

Eut  CuilVfHt  Ejiius^  and  others,  fpealc «/  this  ||  Thefc  fhiptvreck$  were  all  clttlcrcnt  fr^m 
an  inftaaec  of  the  Jt-vt  aJUrin^,  and  ta^  ihai,  which  we  have  an  account  of  in  A^s 
king  from  the  law  of  Ood^  by  their  tradt*  xxviii  For  that  was  not  till  after  the  specie 
lions.  However,  the  apoiite  mentions  this  bid  wnoie  this  epi file.  And  die  maybr 
number  of  ftripes  to  fticw*  that  the  Jrt vs  ohferved  of  the  Jr^s  Jyin^  in  wait  ia  him, 
wrre  as  fetere  upon  him,  as  they  potfibly  A&i  kx*  j.  and  of  tht  tiprurs  zv'Jtruf  U^.% 
eould  he,  c'^ifjltcnt  *uh  tJirir  tftahltzhcd  Afts  xxi  *7,  Neither  of  thotc  ciiirs 
end  -m  And  Thai  they  ufed  to  inflift  this  foi  the  fame  rcifon,  can  be  indmekd  ;n  tW 
j>:;  nidi  men  t  with  a  whip  cf  three  cord*.  See  perils  by  hi)  tvn  eovjsUymcss^  which  *:c  refti- 

rerl  to  wr. 


id  In  journey- 
irj  often,  in  pc* 
iti *  af  waters,  m 
peril- fit  robbers, 
in  jHrrib  by  iKrfff 
fu*  c ‘inn  try  men » 
in  penis  by  the 
hmrliert,  in  perils 
inilse  city*  in 
rib  in  the  *iMcr* 
jttft,  in  prriln  ]A 
ibe  ka,  in  Peril* 
anmjig  tiLft  bre- 
tbren; 


Cb.  *!.  The  fecond  Eptftle  te  the  Corinthians  paraphrafed.  28$ 

2 6  I  have  often  travelled  about,  from  one  country  to 
another,  preaching  the  gofpel :  (Aon.  xv.  19.)  and  in 
feyeral  of  thofe  journeys  have  been  in  extreme  danger, 
fometimes  by  floods  that  were  out*,  or  by  rivers  that  1 
have  been  obliged  [to  pafs  through:  At  other  times  1 
have  been  in  great  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
highwaymen,  that  infelt  the  roads  ;  at  others,  in  dang* 
ger  of  being  murthered  by  my  own  countrymen,  the 
Jews  ;  at  others,  in  danger  of  a9  bad  treatment  front 
the  uncovered  Gentiles ;  [Alls  xvi.  19 — 24.)  at  others, 
in  danger  from  outrageous  men  in  one  or  another  city, 
as  particularly  at  Epbefus  ;  (AEls  xix.  29.)  at  others,  in 
danger,  when  travelling  through  dcfolate  places,  of 
being  fet  upon  by  ruffians  that  lay  ia  wait  for  me,  or 
of  being  devoured  by  wild  beads,  or  of  falling 'down 
precipices,  or  into  other  mifehiefs  :  At  other  times,  I 
have  been  in  danger  of  perilhmg  by  ftorms  and  tern- 
pefts,  or  by  pirates,  in  voyages  at  fea  ;  and  at  others, 
in  danger  of  being  betrayed,  infuhed,  and  mobbed, 
through  the  treacherous  management  of  feme,  who 
pretended  to  be  Chadian- converts,  but  were  not  foin 
fincerity  and  truth;  and  efpecially  of  thofe  falfe  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  Jewijb  fort,  that  are  enemies  to  the  polity 
and  liberty  of  the  gofpel  (Gal.  ii.  4.) 

27  I  have  alfo,  in  profecution  of  my  Lord  and  Jfa* 
tier's  work,  undergone  the  mod  fatiguing  and  painful 
fervices  by  day;  and  it  is  no  unufual  thing  for  my  natu* 
ral  reft  and  deep  to  be  broke  by  night ;  (AEls  625,  vt. 
and  xx.  11,  31,  anti  2  Thejf.  iii.  8.)  at  o'ther  times,  1 
have  been  diftr  ded  with  hunger  and  third,  for  want  of 
proper  and  feafonable  rcfrelhmemsj  (chap.  vi.  5.  and 
1  Cor.  iv.  and  it.)  and,  very  often,  I  have  not  only 
been  forced  to  fall  for  a  condderable  time  together,  as 
having  nothing  to  eat,  hut  have  like  wife  voluntarily  ab« 
llained  from  ufual  repafts,  with  a  religious  view :  And, 
at  other  times,  have  i  been  expofed  to  the  fe verities  of 
weather,  without  fufiicient  cloarhiag,  to  keep  me  warm 
or  to  defend  me  againd  it.  (1  Cor.  iv.  j  j.) 

38  Betides  all  thefe,  with  many  other  (ore  troubles 
relating  to  the  Body,  which  I  have  been  exercifed  with, 
in  my  zeal  for  propagating  the  gofpel  of  Chrid,  there 
are  other  touching  trials  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  that 
have  more  immediately  affected  my  foul ;  fuch  as  the 
multiplicity  of  bulinefs,  which  daily  crowds  upon  me 

relating 

NOTE. 

*  One  or  other  of  thefe  dangers  by  wa/trs  of,  at  the  dofe  of  this  verfe,  an  fuffend  in 
in  iri .tiling,  ftems  to  be  referred  to,  in  dif-  tot  Jts. 

tiuClyn  from  thofe,  which  Che  apofUe  (peaks 


U 


la 


wean* 
left  and  pairifuJ- 
nris,in  watchings 
in  hanger 
and  thirft,  in 
Callings  often,  in 
told  and  naked- 
sdt. 


1?  Ididn  thofe 
rltinjs  that  are 
without  ,  that 
which 
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vbich  coroeth 
upon  me  daily, 


the  care  of  all  the 
churches* 


ip  Who  isweak, 
ind  I  am  not 
M-ctk  ?  who  is  of* 
fended  and  I 
born  not  ? 


yy  IX  l  mull 
needs  glory,!  will 


relating  to  all  the  churches  of  Chrift  5  and  the  anxiety, 
thoughtfulnefs,  and  concern  of  my  mind,  together 
with  my  earned  prayers  and  endeavours,  for  their  puri¬ 
ty,  peace,  and  profperity,  prefervatioo  and  encreafc, 
and  for  rectifying  what  is  amtfs  in  them,  and  helping 
forward  their  education  and  comfort,  by  fending  them 
fuicable  affiftants;  {chap.  viii.  22.)  as  alfo  by  writing  to 
them,  whether  I  have  been  perfonally  acquainted  with 
them,  or  not,  {Col.  u.  t.)  but  efpecially  thofe  churches, 
which  have  been  planted  by  my  miniftry,  {Chap,  ni.  5, 
and  AEls  xv.  36.) 

39  What  member  of  any  church  of  Cbrift  is  afflicted 
in  body  or  mind,  or  is  weak. in  grace  and  fpiritual  at¬ 
tainments,  whom  I  do  not  tenderly  and  affectionately  ■ 
fympathize  and  mourn  with,  and  do  all  I  can  to  relieve 
as  far  as  I  know  the  cafe  ?  Who  among  them  is  ever 
{tumbled  and  in  danger  of  falling  from  the  faith  and 
hope  of  the  gofpel,  without  my  heart's  burning  with 
grief  and  godly  jealoufy  for  him,  and  with  holy  real  to 
encourage,  fortify  and  recover  him  ? 

30  Since  mine  adverfaries  conftrain  me  to  do  fome- 


glory  of  the  thing  that  looks  like  boafting,  I  rather  choofe  thus  to 


things  which  con¬ 
cern  nine  info 
mities. 


31  The  God 
end  Farhcr  of  our 
LnrdJefbtChrift, 
which  is  bkiTcd 
Tor  evermore  , 
knoweth  that  I 
lie  nod. 


glory  in  my  fuffsrings,  hardfhips,  persecutions,  and 
reproaches,  which  are  matter  of  humiliation  and  af¬ 
fliction  to  me,  but  give  the  faireft  opportunity  for 
ChrifVs  Jlrength  to  be  manifefted  in  my  weaknefs, 
{chap*  xii*  9,  lo*)  than  in  my  high  privileges,  and  the 
great  things,  which  he  has  done,  by  me, 

31  And  as  to  all  the  fore  mentioned  in  fiances  of  my 
fufferings,  dangers,  and  trials  far  Chad,  though  they 
may  feem  to  be  incredible,  and  ye  may  be  inure  (Iran* 
gers  to  many  of  them,  I  folemnly  appeal  to  the  ever 
blefled  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefiis 
Chrift,  whofe  1  am,  and  whom  I  ferve,  and  who  has 
gracioully  fupported  me  under  them,  and  carried  me 
through  them,  that  I  have  not  gone  one  title  beyond 
the  truth,  in  the  fummary  account  I  have  given  of 
them* 

32  1  Ihall  only  further  add  one  well  known  particu¬ 
lar,  which  bcfel  me  toward  the  beginning  of  my  mini* 
(try,  and  by  which  ye  may  eafily  imagine  what  a  fuf* 
feting  ftate  mine  hath  been  ever  Once;  and  that  is. 
When  I  preached  at  Dama/cus*  the  governor  of  that 
city,  who  was  fet  over  it  by  Aidas  *,  the  King  of  A* 

rahia 

U  0  T  E, 

•  Jifiphut  fpeaks  of  Aretes  a*  king  of  A -  an  account  in  xiv*  j-  And 
rahifl  Pttrsfiif  and  as  the  father*! n*U\v  of  ffc*  wa;,  at  the  fume  lime,  kiny  of  Svr;tt  of 
f /ie  Tttrachy  w  ho  ft  daughter  he  had  nnr*  which  Dtiwfiuf  was  a  chidf  city,  gumivd 
tied,  but  afterwards  put  away  for  by  a  prsfcft  uiulsr  him*  Vwl«  Gr?h  in  le*v 

kis  brother  Fhillp\  nifrt  of  tv how  rc  b&W 


n  ^  Damaf- 
cu$  the  governs; 
under  A  retag  the 
king 
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rabia  and  Syria  it  being  under  his  jurifdi£tion,  was  fo 
incenfcd  agaiuft  me,  that  he  ordered  the  city  gates  to 
be  (but  up,  and  fir  icily  guarded  with  watch  and  ward, 
to  prevent  my  flight ;  he  having  refclved,  if  pofliblc, 
to  feize  me  and  take  away  my  life,  ar  the  dcfire  of 
the  Jews  *  who  thirfted  after  my  blood ;  {d&s  be.  23* 
24*)  But  they  were  defeated  in  their  cruel  defign* 

33  And  the  Lord,  who  knows  how  to  deliver  the  god¬ 
ly  out  of  temptation  t  (2  Pet*  11*  9,)  put  it  into  the 
hearts  of  my  Chriftun  friends  to  let  me  down  in  a 
ba(ket,  from  a  window  of  one  of  the  houfes,  that  flood 
oq  the  city  wall  %  and  fo  by  his  wonderful  providence, 
1  narrowly  efcaped  tire  fury  of  all  mine  enemies  there  1 
(dSls  ix.  25*)  and,  according  ro  our  lord's  own  direc¬ 
tion  in  cafes  of  pexfeciuion,  (Matth*  x*  23-)  I  flew 
(t$fFU7»ir}  oiu  of  their  hands  to  other  places,  where  I 
might  have  opportunity  of  preaching  the  gofpcl :  And 
having  obtained  help  of  Cody  I  continue  to  this  day* 
(A£b  xxvi.  22.) 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  felicitous  are  the  femnts  of  Chrift,  that  the  people  committed  to  their 
nre  may  not  be  deceived*  and  turned  afide  from  the  punty  of  the  gafpd,  by  the 
fibtiltv  of  Satan  and  his  inftruments  !  And  bow  fain  would  they  pnefcnt  them 
all,  as  a  chalk  virgin  to  Chrift  l  For  this,  when  the  circumftancea  of  things  re¬ 
quire*  and  admit  of  it*  they  cheerfully  quit  their  claims  to  maintenance,  ami  un¬ 
dergo  the  greatefl  toils  and  labours,  hardihips  and  dangers  :  And  as  God  inte- 
n/U  himfelf  m  their  p  refer  vatfon,  that  they  may  eleape  the  hands  of  their  ene¬ 
rgies,  as  long  as  he  has  any  thing  lor  them  to  do ;  fo  it  is  their  higheft  ambition 
to  approve  themfdyes  to  him  in  .all  their  miniftrations,  and  to  he  made  ma- 
niieft  In  the  confcienccs  of  bis  people,  as  fuch*  They  feek  not  the  honour  of 
men ;  though  fometimes,  to  fupport  their  public  character  and  ufefulnefsi,  againft 
the  calumnies  of  their  enemies,  they  are  obliged  to  fpeak  with  fuclr  an  air  of  felf- 
rommemlation*  as  would  otherwife  be  juflrly  deemed  weak  and  foolifh*  How-, 
tver,  if  they  muft  needs  make  a  fhew  of  boafting,  they  rather  chnfc  that  it 
ihoutd  be  of  their  fdf- denials,  fuBerings,  and  reproaches,  for  Chrift  and  the 
gofpers  lake,  to  keep  them  humble,  than  of  their  gifts  and  attainments,  to  feed 
their  pride  and  vanity.  But  how  different  is  the  temper  and  management  of 
tbofe  falfe  pretenders*  that  put  on  fpecious  appearances,  as  if  they  were  angels 
oflight,  orminifters  of  Chrift  and  of  righteoufnefs,  while  in  reality  they  arc 
vain  boaftm,  and  deceitful  workers,  that  make  a  prey  of  the  people*  and  excr¬ 
ete  a  haughty  and  opprellive  dominion  over  them  \  How  carefully  fhould  all 
fudi  be  guarded  againft,  contemned,  and  avoided  l  But  how  worthy  of  high 
etteem  are  thole  that  imitate  the  great  apofUc  in  labours  and  fufferings  for  Chrift, 
tv  fra  and  land  ;  by  night  and  by  day;  m  city  and  country ;  by  open  enemies 
and  falfe  friends ;  in  fympathy  and  tenderoefs  toward  the  weak  and  affiidted  ;  m 
aitficty  of  mind  for  thofe  that  are  apt  to  be  offended,  arul  to  revolt  from  the 
faith  and  hope  of  the  gofpel;  and  in  a  diilvcAie  and  concern  for  all  the  churches 
id"  the  faints  ;  And  what  a  noble  example  nave  the  churches  of  Macedonia  fet  us* 
is  their  liberal  contributions  for  promoting  a  gofpel -minlftry,  and  the  common 
c* nit  of  Chrift,  among  others,  as  well  as  thcinfclves  ! 


klrjkcpt  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  the  Dama- 
fbtnavith  a  pi* 
riiiw,  (tchrous  to 
q:prthmt<j  me  ; 


jj  And  thro1 
«  \iir.4ow  ia  a 
kukert,  was  1  fet 
4)aji  by  the  wall, 
cfcijKxi  bis 
buc& 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

The  apoflle  goes  on  to  vindicate  his  authority,  by  the  extraordinary  re¬ 
velation  that  had  been  made  to  him ,  thought  they  -were  followed  with 
feme  humbling  ciratmftanccs,  which  were  nevertbelefs  improved  to  his 
fpirituaf  advantage ,  t, — io.  Shews  that  feveral  eminent  ftgns  of 
an  apoftle  were  in  him,  which  ought  to  have  encouraged  the  Corin¬ 
thians,  to  J peak  well  of  him ,  without  bringing  him  under  a  neceffity 
of  feeming  to  boaji  of  them  him/ilf,  1 1,— 1 7.  Declares  bis  purpofc  of 
making  them  a  friendly  vifit  for  their  edification ,  without  any  ex¬ 
pence  to  them ,  14,-19.  B11*  exprejfes  his  fear,  left  he  Jbould  be 
forced  to  ufe  fevertty  in  his  dealing  with  fome  cf  them ,  20,  21. 


Text. 

TT  it  sot  expe- 
dlcnt  for  me 
doubt  left  to  glo¬ 
ry  :  l  will  come 
to  virions  and  re¬ 
velation*  of  the 
Lord. 


x  I  knew  a 
man  in  Clirift  a* 
bovc 


Paraphrase. 

r'  is  indeed  (**}  ordinarily  neither  fit,  nor  decent,  nor 
any  way  profitable  to  myfelf,  to  fpcak  highly  of  my 
privileges  and  enjoyments,  which  may  excite  fpiritual 
pride  in  my  own  treacherous  heart,  and  give  others  too 
great  an  opinion  of  me  ;  {ver,  6,  7.)  But  I  am  wnder 
an  unhappy  neccifity  of  doing  it  for  your  fakes,  that  ye 
may  not  be  impofed  upon  by  thofe  that  vilify  me,  and 
want  to  prejudice  you  againft  my  miniftry  and  the  gof- 
pel  itfclf-  If  they  hoall  of  any  extraordinary  manifcfh* 
tions  of  God  to  them,  I  can  eafily  match,  and  go  be¬ 
yond  them,  even  in  fuch  things  ;  and  it  may  be  need¬ 
ful  for  you,  that  I  (hould  vie  with  them  therein  *.  I 
will  therefore  proceed  to  fpcak  of  divine  vifions,  and  of 
their  attending  fupernatural  fuggeltions  and  interprets- 
tions,  relating  to  the  Lard  Jefus,  and  vouch fafed  by 
him;  (Gait,  12.)  but  to  avoid  envy,  and  all  appear¬ 
ance  of  felf-exaltaiion,  as  much  as  poflible,  I  (hall  on¬ 
ly  mention  one  remarkable  inftance  of  this  nature,  and 
that  in  the  name  of  a  third  perfon. 

2  There  is  a  certain  believer  in  Chtift,  or  one  uni¬ 
ted  to  him  by  faith  f,  one  whom  I  very  well  knew,  and 

do 


NOTE  s. 


*  It  is  o«t  jtnpToliiblc  bat  that  the  fulie 
ipojllet  prcttndd  u>  immeJ  rate  revelations; 
and  our  apoftU  fetrnt  to  refer  to  this,  as  the 
reaibn  of  lib  mentioning  wh^t  be  had  reecfr~ 
ed  of  chat  kind,  fiyiiif,  (ai  it  is  in  the 
Grrek)  For  nr  i&trtftrt  I  niff  tfftM 
‘ftoyt)  iff  TKjiffBS  and  rtvefetiouj  cf  (be  Lord. 
Vi  fa*  i  rijnify  external  rep  re  fcnta  tions,  that 
were  made  to  the  mind  by  loroc  ttotible  i- 
mages  in  a  trance,  extacy,  or  rapture,  while 
awake,  or  in  3  fupcroatural  dreamt  the 
meaning  of  which  was  fometiiuc*  «ot  tier- 
flood,  *s  in  the  cafes  of  Phjrcoft'i  ami  AV- 
burhadjffzzars  dreams.  And  n vchliws  lig¬ 
nite  not  only  di  vine  In  ft  ructions  by  im:uc~ 


d  1  ale  inlpfrat  ion ,  with  out  any  ftnfftlt  manner 
of  conveying  tliuin  ;  but  likewifc  the  divide 
interpretations,  that  were  given  of  the  thin"* 
exhibited  in,  and  together  with  ibe  vific«<T 
as  in  ihfrtc  of  the  prophets  EztHef  and  D'u:u'ft 
or  in  the  apnrtle  Peer’s  viG*n  of  the  fticct* 
And  it  appears  fro  so  the  following  ver^, 
from  other  accounts  of  the  apoHIc  Paufs  vi¬ 
rions  and  revelations,  und  fmtD  the  dcl;rn  of 
Liis  mentioning  them  here  10  confront  Uh  e- 
ncmies,  that  thefe  were  of  tins  fort- 
f  1  knew  {whx)  a  man  i«  Cmfi7 
wdi  be  rendered  in  the  frefint  tenfr  here,  and 
ai  the  beginning  of  wr,  3,  as  it  is  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  cf  both  ihcloYvdcs,  ^  hcicii  h 

l  ■  -IL» 


Ch.  sii.  Theft  cwd  E/df  U  to  //*?  Cobint  Hr  a  n  *  fnraplrafed.  2  jg 


bwt  fourteen 
mrtagu,  (whe¬ 
ther  in  the  body, 
1  cmiwt  tell  i 
or  whether  out 
<*f  ihe  body, 
I  ciDQot  tell ; 
knovclh, ) 
an  one 
Ca  :^ht  up  to  (he 
third  heaven* 


;  And  I  h^v 
ft;b  2  man  (whe* 
t-  rr  In  the  body, 
or  ou;  of  the  bo¬ 
dy, 


do  (till  know  ;  This  man,  upwards  of  fourteen  years  a- 
go,  was  peculiarly  favoured  with  as  extraordinary  a  vt- 
fion  as  ever  was  heard  off;  Wliechr.r,  zz  x  he  time  I 
am  fpeaking  of,  his  foul  reaijy  continued  in  the  tady, 
or  was  feparated  from  it ;  and  To  whether  the  feme, 
which  viftbly  opciurd  before  him,  together  \vi:h  ih- 
meaning  of  it,  was  only  in  a  trance,  iiks  that  of  /\- 
tery  (y/J/j  x*  1  o} — or  whether  the  whole  man,  fcol 
and  body,  or  his  foul  apart  from  the  body,  was  ac!;> 
ally  earned  up  by  the  power  ol  the  fpirit,  or  by  the  mi* 
nittry  of  ;;ngelst  to  tbr  glorious  world  on  high,  is  mors 
than  I  am  able  to  determine  Which  ofihefe  was,  in 
fad,  the  cafe  is  known  only  to  Geo;  the  foui  iifhit 
having  not  been  fuffrred,  in  that  particular  cir  curr  fiance, 
to  be  certainly  confcious  of  it.  liur,  br  this  as  it  will, 
in  one  or  ocher  ofthefc  ways,  (hat  happy  man  was,  m 
his  own  apprehenfion,  during  the  vifion,  taken  up,  by 
a  wonderful  rapture,  to  the  highefl  heaven,  far  above 
the  aerial- and  the  flurry  heavens,  even  to  the  Kavcu  of 
heavens,  ^ 

3  I  fay  it  again;  for  it  is  a  delightful  thought,  verv 
important  to  my  purpfcfe,  and  w;:r:hy  of  ohfervation,  I 
know  a  man,  who  was  thus  highly  honoured  of  tfo 
Lord;  but,  as  has  been  cbftrvcd,  whether  w#;t 

all  that  while  united  with  his  body,  cr  whs: her  it  was 
conveyed  out  of  the  body,  like  a  feparase  fpirit,  rb  the 

bK-eVd 


N  O  J 

J enntiti  Ull.Gld  bww*  fax  ttSa.  0  0i?j  ?. Sit ) 
Ami  as  thephraft,  Chriji,  when  Jpcihcu  uf 
Ap.TjWj  at  *  ays  in  tans  a  believer  in  Chuff, 
or  one  unitta  to  him,  tuber  r«i!yt  or  p*o- 
fetflonaljy,  or  both;  I  rather  prct.T  ibi;  iu- 
U'rprciauon  (u  that,  which  would  mate  u  i>f 
the  time  turn  ami  mcampjt  with  Wing  in  tit 
,Vr;f  <me  canted  out  of  himftlf  by  an  c*-" 
V.avrd:aary  ra^uinr:  For  though  in  tic  /pint 
nciy  poflibly  take  in  this  ienic  Lu  Htv.  h  10. 
i;iJ  tv.  i*  1  Jit  only  pU«s  all^lgcd  for  it:  yft 
1  ihmk.  no  paiijge  cr*  be  U?imd  in  all  the 
Ncu'Ttfhmftit,  where  the  phr*fe  in  Chrlj}  U 
of  that  Ji^niticition. 

f  Which  of  ibc  apofllc'*  rUion;  rhis  refers 
t*,  (+  dtfptttcri  v:ih  ^rt^r  uncertainty^  {S^c 
fyfrrt  un  1  UitVjp  tef\ Oxford j&izi  J :  Aur  that 

h  hlttifcff  was  the  liihjcft  of  it,  t  Ik.  ugh  in 
mcKtefty  he  reprdenis  it  in  the  name  t*f  a 
xtird p&fvn,  is  plain  from  his  oo verity  apply- 
iajf  it  to  himfetf,  wr.  6,  7,  and  it  would  not 
mherwift  have  been  anything  to  his  purpolc 
to  have  mentioned  It  af  ;1L  However,  to 
prefer vc  the  decorum  oftldsdeljgijeJ  oonee^I* 
incut  of  Ills  own  concern  hen  hi,  )  I  avc  con* 
tifiuul  the  [lafaphraie  a^:f  he  mJsy  fp^hv 
ot  i  fbicd  peri^c,  And  Lhcrc  can  he  au  im- 
Vb—  IV.  t 


1  K  S 

pcopriry,  m  hh  (hl.:t^Sp^h?nifitr  flora 
tlv;  l+ii.'i.r  of  ihi^  mp^miiiral  voi.c' -n-fi  iiien:, 
ihi.c  ts  iicarh-  n  por.  cmid  ti^kr  his 
f:iv,  u  jy.^  z?:.v  tJ  c 

Ce*  Gr;J*  Aii'ffljjj.  I:!^  ;rhi, 

f  It  serial!*  wi  J:  Cod  I  ^  p*c(ei-t 

dilbht  i.n  the  lii^ii^rlo  nothr 

as  if  tl1'*  Ion!  wire  able :Tt:  i?,  and  p:c- 

ieiiL  wi':h  ibci:i ;  ev  to  trail  ff^rt  b^th  foiii 
aiul  body,  l:r  wWv,  tka  he  j-h  ;o  ht-i- 
ven  ;  or  to  jiive  the  ra»ioi:al  ihut  ^ 

CKitkjiCC  in  I  he  vdeUijJ  a  lea* 

Jhn,  An. I  i»  tlie  iiican  M’hde  t  j  prc!cf  e 
fiui  JilV,  in  a  Eukaaii’.'iH  nvy,  ;o  ti  c 
Cut  I;»kc  "lie  spoil l.-  !i:r.:ld:f  c-n  J  n  l 1  epn- 
titfve  whether  hit  uuiw-'is  jji  zbv  ho;lvt  nr 
whether  4HC)  or  both^  wcftr'ictnidly  \z\  hea¬ 
ven,  or  nnrT  :t  woulo  be  vain  cuihiLty  for  uj 
to  &o  shout  to  de-^m:ir;o  iu  JbA\cwr*  we 
m^y  \k  flue,  that  be  apj,rvbrTvlt’il  the  fan!  io 
be  a  if'jfm*! -few  fn*m  the*  b-'dy,  c  pah!c 
of  cxiilingt  with  its  ihiiiKuig  pavers  in* 
fepar^tc  othtt  wlC.  be  could  not  have 

[■totj  at  noy  kfs  to  kE«owt  wfatk  rk  in  this 
divine  \j!]on,  h:s  txniLQVcd  to  be  hi  the 
bctly  gr  r.ot. 


T 
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Hy*  I  cannot  ttli: 
God  bhuwcClij) 


4  How  that  he 
was  eiu^ht  fp 
into  jwndiiVi  aod 
heard  cnftxat  - 
aide  unrds,  which 
it  U  Dot  hwful 
for 


blcflcd  vrorld,  the  throne  of  God’s  glory,  where  he  anJ 
angels  dwell,  is  a  point  which  I  cannot  decide,  it  being> 
for  fame  wile  reafons,  hid  from  me,  as  of  no  great  mo¬ 
ment  in  the  prefent  cafe ;  fince,  whichfoever  it  was, 
that  made  no  alteration  in  the  vifion  itfelf :  God  only 
knows  hov7,  or  in  what  manner  it  was  made  j  and  we 
may  be  contented  to  be  ignorant  of  it, 

4  AH  that  I  can  fay  with  certainty  is  *,  that*  in 
one  or  other  of  thefe  ways,  the  man  lam  fpeaking  of 
had  a  glorious  manifeftation  of  the  Lord,  like  one  actu¬ 
ally  token  up  to  the  feat  of  the  btdTed,  which,  for  the 
variety  and  fulnefs  of  its  pleafureand  delights,  may  be 
well  ftyled  Paradtfe^  in  allufion  to  the  garden  of 
in  which  our  firft  parents  were  originally  placed,  for 
an  enjoyment  of  God  and  thcmfelves,  with  a  vaft  pro- 
fufion  of  divine  goodnefs,  before  they  had  finned  t  And 
there  he,  whom  I  now  intend,  had  a  clear,  intelligible, 
and  tranfporring  revelation  of  heavenly  things,  in  fuch 
unfpeakably  qjtaltcd  language,  «***{*■)  as 

it  is  not  poflibk  for  a  man,  who  dwells  in  mortal  flefti, 
and  whofe  words  and  ideas  are  fo  con  traced  as  outs, 
to  esprefs  in  all  their  force  and  fublime  meaning:  fo 
far  doth  the  language  of  heaven  furpafs  all  the  laws  and 

powers 


N  O 

*  I  do  not  foe  any  ncccflity  of  thinking, 
that  ttsefc  were  two  ut  raptures  and  v>- 

ficus;  though,  in  mi <t  part  of  the  account, 
the  apoiUc  is  faid  to  he  caught  up  to  the 
third  be  ;vent  Mttl,  in  the  other,  lo  paradifrz 
For  the  doicripto):*  is  in  all  mhvr  retfpetts 
infi  the  fame  ;  and  the  whole  of  it  refers  to 
what  happened  fifteen  years  ago,  no  other 
tiin^  Utidif  mentioned-  Nor  are  thefe  difler- 
c:tt  cppdlaiions  of  she  phee  cff  this  tianfiir* 
t\o\i  a  fufiic'eru  ohjcftjoa  it;  Vor  it 

can  fcaredy  be  fappofert,  bm  thul  the  foul  of 
iUttyi  was  to  die  ujird  heaven,  immediately 
after  his  dc-4th  j  and  yet  he  Slid  to  the  peni¬ 
tent  Thief  on  ihe  cio&,  7W./r  Smtt  thu  be 
vita  me  itt  p^rtidtfct  [Liik*  xxiii,  43.}  :  and 
he  is  rapvclentrd  kiv-v,  in  h;;  exalted  (btc,  as 
the  Tree  of  lift ,  vhuh  Is  fo  the  nidjiaf  the  p*- 
fife  ef  GeJ ,  (Rev.  IU  7-};  anrj  the  ion  Is  of 
the  martyrs  are  ftid  fo  be  before  the  Shrine  cf 
LfoJ,  Sind  fy  firve  hbn  day  and  night  tu  bit 
Uarpft  \  and  tie  that  fits  in  she  term?  theeili  a~ 
MW*  and  tie  LiTrzby  vrbieh  U  fo  the  midft 
of  tte  throne*  Uadi  them  vtiii  livifif  fountains 
of  a.*-?;tvT  (Her-  viL  rj,  tj*; — Though  the 
apoUI  ;  (peaks  of  vifons  and  :tveU:hns  \n  the 
plunil  number,  ver.  r.  and  of  abundcixc  if 
revehtz.ens%  ver*  7.  ytt  tfo»fc  ts  predion  s,  may 
only  re\ztc  to  his  freaking  uu  the  fnhjeB  of 
vUrotis  and  revelations*  on- of  thrmoft  emi¬ 
nent  of  which  he  wnuld  part'ndarly  inftancc 
in,  which  aifo  mi^ht  indude  many  things 


T 

that  he  then  Taw,  and  were  then  revealed  to 
him;  but  whai  thole  thinjfrwere,  that  h*  wa? 
acquainted  wvh  in  heaven ^  is  taken 

□o  not:ce  of,  xinlefs  that  he  faw  and  heard 
in  p&radifc  be  avowed  to  relate  to  the  third 
heaven;  and  fardy  the  mutter  able  vtord^  me©- 
tinned  in  the  dter-part  of  this  vetie,  were  a 
likdy,  at  3eaftt  tu  be  bean!  in  the  third  hea¬ 
ven,  as  in  any  other  implied  parade  And 
were  weto  admit  that  he  was  caught  op  twice, 
that  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  he  called 
an  vhna  knee  of  revtbtrkns,  unleis  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  many  reveiatiom:,  or  revelations  of 
many  things  were  tnadeto  Mm  :n  fire  fcc&tbi 
vifions;  and  fo  tt  may  he  as  welt  at^ountfil 
for  by  ane>  a  by  tw  raptor J  thouUl 
thrrefflre  (Vink,  upon  the  »hok,  th£tih-,> 
pofUc  ddigiied,  in  ihoa  \ary]rt^  the  phiajc, 
rather  toesu/^e*  rhen  u>  til  abb  *h  the  w>* 
lion  of  the  Jrtoifb  J taAfoj,  (if  t hat  notion 
had  oI>taincd  before  xhoft  darts)  as  though 
heaven  and  pctradtfe  were  diftinfl  places  of 
bodtj  and  to  inti&istc,  that  by  ihe  third  hea* 
vat  and  paradife  ii  meant  &r*e  and  the  J^e 
htdlcd  and  glrjions  world,  wbere  God  a«:d 
the' Saviour*  and  ad  the  faitita  and  argrii 
dwell  together*  as  the  Jcrrptnre  often  repre- 
fents  it,  paTticularly  in  Maitb,  yviiL 
MaH  xii*  Jehu  xjr,  a*  and  fcvL  zH, 
and  xvii*  j*  r^t  14.  and  Rev*  v*  6t  14.  be- 
fidcs  many  other  pafTagca  Giat  might  be  ri- 

fcrrdd  to. 
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i;r  *  nasto  «-  powers  of  fpcecb,  that  are  known  on  earth  ;  All  this  l 
**'  am  fare  of,  and  may  be  the  more  (irmly  believed  in  af- 

ferting  it,  fines  ye  fee  how  frankly  I  own  my  ignorance 
of  what  I  am  not  fully  determined  in  my  own  miod  a- 
bout. 

5  1  may,  and  will  fpeak  honourably  of  a  man,  who, 
*f  nivfdf^ I  *n  v*,'lons  aRd  revelations,  was  fo  highly  dignified, 
■siilnotgloty, bot  and  carried  out  of  hinifdfi,  and  furrounded  with  the 
iii  mine  infirmi-  divine  glory ;  But  (**')  I  will  not  fay  a  word,  that  looks 
like  boaftingof  any  thing  that  relates  to  mj’feif,  as  con- 
Cdered  inmyfelf;  except  it  he  of  fuch  things  as  carry' 
the  plain  marks  of  weaknefs  and  infirmity,  and  expafe 
me  to  the  contempt  of  others ;  and  fo  tend  to  keep  me 
humble,  even  while  I  feem  to  mention  them  with  an 
air  of  vaunting  :  Not  that  I  h  ive  no  room  to  fpe*k  of 
honours  and  privileges  conferred  on  me,  as  welt  as  of 
persecutions  and  reproaches,  that  I  endure. 
t  For,  though  6  For  jfj  were  defirous  of  enlarging,  with  an  often- 
Ismt' ftdUot  *at'ouS  appearance,  on  things  of  this  nature,  to  itnfwer 
be  *  fool;  for  I  fome  valuable  purpofes  my  miniftry,  I  fliould  not  be 
will  liythetrwh:  juftly  chargeable  with  fuch  folly  and  vanity,  upon  that 
biaajwUoi-bKLr,  acc(>liritj  as  I  might  feem  to  be,  at  firft  fight,  and  aj 
ibonSd  ihink  or  mine  enemies  would  impute  to  me  :  For  as  I  fhould 
th“  have  no  occafioo,  fo  in  confidence  1  would  fay  nothing, 
nie'tt  fc'or'SLt  *)ut  w^af  *s  ftr*£lly  true, in  (peaking  even  of thofie  thi ngs. 
hr  hareth  of  me.  But  I  (hall  at  prefent  refrain  from  mentioning  fo  touch 
as  I  might,  about  my  labours  and  fuiferiugs  for  Chrift » 
and  efpecially  about  the  glorious  revelations  that  lie 
has  made  to  me,  left  any  one  (hon'd  be  induced  there¬ 
by  to  take  up  an  higher  opinion  of  me  than  he  ought, 
as  though  I  were  more  than  a  mere  creature  i  or  than 
there  is  any  real  foundation  for,  in  what  he  fees  me  do, 
or  bears  me  fay,  or  in  what  reports  he  receives  concern- 
j.  ing  me. 

flwuld  be  «*l«d  7  And  left,  through  the  unwatchfulnefs,  vanity,  and 

,t»ve  m afore ,  treachery  of  my  own  heart,  1  myfelf  fliould  lie  lifted  tip 
ilmnigli  the  a-  with  aR  undue  and  unbecoming  conceit  of  myfetf,  as  if 
thew  I  were  better,  or  more  worthy  than  others,  beemfe  of 
vtn  given  to  me  *  the  extraordinary  height,  and  fuperlative  greatnefs  (‘-Tir 
«horu  Lithe ffcih,  of  the  revelations  that  have  been  made  in  an  im- 

1  ‘e  mediate  manner  to  me,  the  Lord  himfelf  took  an  ef¬ 
fectual  method,  to  keep  me  humble.  As  the  (harped 
trials  often  fuccced  theliigheft  andfwceteft  enjoyments; 
fo  He  who  knows  the  imperfeftion  of  my  prdeat  (late, 
and  what  danger  of  mifimproving  fuch  privileges  it 
might,  espofe  me  to,  better  than  1  do  myfdf,  wifely 
and  gracioufly  ordered  a  very  abaifing  affliction  to  bsfal 
me,  which  was  as  piercing  and  painful  to  me,  as  3 
T  t  thocn 
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mtflf.nri'r  of' 
fc  atari  to  Ivjtiftf 
ine,  Ifrt  I  fcoind 
be  cx-dud  uUiyc 

nirjifct 


fl  F.>rihis:Ijfng 
J  litc 

Lord  thrice,  that 
It  depart 

frora 


P  A  od  he  falil 
unto  me,  My 
grace  U  fuflkknt 
for  thee :  for  my 
ftr^sgdj  -is  made 
pevfeft  in  wi¬ 
nd's.  Molt  fctad- 

If 


thorn  is  to  a  man's  flsfli,  while  it  lyes,  and  caufes  fef- 
teriug'i  and  throbbings  hi  it  *3  and  which!  as  it  was 
1:1  ies  own  nature  very  JilirefEng,  was  as  though  aninv* 
muriate  emiiTaiy  of  LSatan  himfclf  had  been  fent  to  at¬ 
tack,  heat,  and  bruife  me*  yea,  which, 

in  tfirft,  that  malicious  adverfary  was  permitted,  by 
hiS  infti unicuts,  to  do;  he  deligning  ooibiug  but  evil 
agunil  me  by  it,  while  God  meant  it  for  good,  and 
over-ruled  ir,  by  his  Spirit  and  providence,  to  prevent 
inybtlug  putted  up  with  fpiritual  pride,  and  thinking 
more  highly  of  myfelf  than  fought,  on  account  of  the 
fiiiguhr  manifeftations  he  had  favoured  me  with, 

8  As  this  was  an  almoft  overwhelming  trouble  to 
me,  I,  after  the  example  of  my  dear  XiOrd  himfelfiu 
his  extreme  agony,  (Mattb*  xxvi*  39, — 44*)  earneftly 
befought  him  in  folemn  prayer,  as  he  did  his  father,  at 
three  diflintt  times ;  and  very  often  repeated  my  hum* 
ble  and  importunate  ad drefles  to  him,  that,  if  it  were 
his  Wclfcd  will,  the  tempter  might  be  rebulucd  and  re- 
Uraiu ed,  and  i  might  be  delivered  from  this  violent  af- 
fault  upon  me. 

y  And  though  he  did  not  fee  fit  to  grant  me  the  ve¬ 
ry  thing  which  I  fubmiflively  alked,  any  more  than 
bis  F.ith^r  did  to  grant  his  own  requelt,  that  if  fojfibk 
k is  bitter  cup  might  pafs  from  him  5  yet  he  gracioufly  an* 
fwered  my  pnyer  iu  a  better  manner,  more  effectually 
to  my  help  and  advantage,  and  more  to  the  honour  of 
bis  own  great  name,  than  if  he  had  j  as  his  Father  al- 
fo  did  hiji  by  fending  an  angel  from  heaven  to  ftrength- 
cn  him,  {Lake  xxii*  43.)  and  by  carrying  him  through 
the  glorious  work  of  redemption;  He  faid  to  me,  Fear 
110c  what  the  devil,  or  any  of  his  cmiffmes  can  do  3* 
gainft  you  ;  my  favour  ami  love,  and  the  gracious  af* 
finances  and  eonfolations  I  will  afford  you,  are  .every 
way  fufiieien:,  ami  Ihall  be  effectual,  10  fupport  you 
under,  to  can  y  you  through,  and  to  bring  you  off  with 
rich  improvements  to  your  own  foul,  and  with  victory 
and  triumph  over  all  the  dillicuiiies  and  diftreffes,  that 


lye 

NOTE. 


*  It  U  very  uncertain  what  U  ov-aut  ky 
ll.is  ttti  ft  \n  ile :iiui  the  tt  *V-/- 

Hn\  Bsi:,  whoever  ft  were,  ir  iccnns  tube 
£imv  bcitri  the  apoftle  loon  silter 

the  glorious  rcvcLtions  bcrm'e-meiiticnt;^,  :o 
keejj  him  liu-iiijlc;  a  id  1  cannot 

hs  (tunc  doj  that  ii  refer*  to  any  hi- 
di!y  detect  dial  nattiruly  at t emit J  him,  ?It 
r-i.hcr  to  ligutl'y  tnuie  refeftttcbis 

whkji  tiIa  adver*a;  i ’s  lulled  bin  vf'hr,  on 
account  of  his  grvjt  futr.'nngT:,  as.  though. 
thc:c  were  inconiifceat  *LU  t hi  high  favour 


of  C»<xl,  and  were  tnke^  of  his  forfbki-  t 
himj  iiiJ  (Ijmcthing  of  ibis  kind  might  Ik 
permitted,  in  amort  than  ordinary  manner* 
to  be  caft  upon  him,  for  keeping  him  humblr, 
jyil  afurr  he  bid  received  fbch  peculiar  mam- 
tcltationsof  «Taciotts  regards  tn  h‘:r: 

Ht:t  os  the  apotlJr  has  iror  toM  us  vhar  rbi^ 
thorn  in  She  Hefit  mtjfe^cr  cf 
and  it  is  of  little  imix-r^uce  l>>r  »s  V-  o  *.* 
ilt  ire  may  wC:l  be  conteii:cd  to  drj,i  ^il  cl* 
rbut  inquiries  about  it. 


I?T  therefore*1  ill  T 
i-4ihcr  dory  in 
my  Wfirmidf’c, 
nut  the  powr  of 
Crtriil  Bia.y  reLt 

i-j’Ofl  me* 
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lye  upon  you :  For  my  power  is,  nru!  flvril  be  the  mere 
illufiriou/ly  difplayed,  and  proved  to  be  re:T :£t  in  theft 
happy  eflefls,  in  proportion  to  your  ow:\  erter  inability 
to  produce  them.  H-iving  therefore  received  this  fo> 
fori  able  nod  encouraging  anfwer,  which  I  have  found, 
an- 1  doubt  not  hue  {hall  always  find,  robe  f*Lh  fully  and 
■completely  fulfilled,  in  its  proper  tijne  and  wa*,  I  w!!i 
rather  rejoice  and  glory  in  the  rcpio:tch*s  and  p'rf*  cu¬ 
rious  which  befat  me  for  Chrid’s  fake,  {fee  the  note 
on  ver.  ic*)  though  I  be  ever  fo  incapable  of  myfeif  to 
bear  them,  than  be  difcoara^M  at  them,  or  afraid,  or 
aftiamcd  of  them;  that  the  all- fuflicient  peuver  and  grace 
of  Chrifl,  to  whom  I  made  my  addrefs,  and  cr-mmtttcd 
my  caufe,  (wr.  8*)  may  abide  with  m::,  r.nd,  as  i:  were, 
tabernacle  upon  me,  *Tr  s«<)  iq  fj» round,  cz* 

ver,  and  defend  me,  and  to  fanctiiy  my  fore  ft  tribula¬ 
tion^  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  bear  ikum,  vrith  a!l  be- 
coming  fubmifticn  and  patience,  humility  and  hope; 
and,  at  length,  may  be  more  than  a  conqueror  over 
them  all,  thro’  him  that  lias  loved  me.  (/tew.  v;ir.  37.) 

10  h\  this  refleflion,  I  not  only  endure  with  calm 

refigrmion,  but  even  approve  of,  and  am  well  p!ejfcd 
with,  all  my  fufterings  for  Chuft  *  ;  3spar:icv.- 

hrly,  with  the  defamations  and  revifings;  with  thg 
ftraits  and  wants  ;  with  the  malignant  and  moft  furious 
perfect!  cions  ;  and  with  the  various  difRculries  and  trou¬ 
bles  of  every  kind,  which  come  upon  me  for  profefTmg, 
owning,  and  pre aching  Chrift  and  iris  s;^rptl,  and  for 
the  honour  of  his  name  :  For  when  by  thef;  menus,  the 
wcaknefs  of  human  nature  is  moll  JVit  and  fern,  zr\i  I 
appear  to  he  moft  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  others ; 
even  then  am  I  moft  of  all,  and  moft  feniibly,  ftrong  in 
th 2  Lordt  and  in  the  power  of  his  might  t  _fi  rengtk- 
tied  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  ma (Kph.  in.  16*  and 
vi,  10.)  to  behave  with  holy  fortitude  and  courage  under 
themi  geecI  iq  obtain  the  moft  glorious  victories  over 
them, 

11  In  fpeaking  fo  much  of  thrfe  thing*  wi-h  an  n:r 
of  felt-coin  men  da;  ion,  I  indeed,  though  wiih  great  re¬ 
luctance,  aft  a  part,  which  is  generally  accounted  very 
foolifh,  and  which  were  there  not  the  moil  urgent  rea- 
fans  for  ir,  with  regard  10  ihe  glory  of  God,  the  credit 
of  the  gofpcl,  and  your  cfUbliihment  and  edification, 

really 

T  E, 

? 


10  Therefore 
1  ukc  picafmv  in 
Lifinnit:c»  ,  in 
reprruehes,  in 
ccfTnieT,  in  per- 
jei'fllinn*,  in  dt* 
ftrtffiifirChua’fi 
like  i  fort  when 
1  am  weak*  thca 
I  thong. 


ii  l  ?.m  be- 
Cntuc  z  fool  in 
glorying;  yrhave 
fom* 


N  O 

*  By  ipfr7KUhst  all  along  In  this  HTi-irfr'e, 
pn^er»lly  meant which  JiWtrc  fi^T1 
i  Jjrmpy  ol  hum.:n  nature,  as  st  is  fnbwi‘1  tii-ti’ 
it  wcj k Holland btcii av $  cnnmr^p.iVc  ttf'v 


\'*e  hpr**rt- fT,  in  ib**  place,  D">t  fu 
: :  j’  r  h .  Ii  ^  H>:: :  i. . V  :r  >  m :  *  ^  r  *  *  ^  J  | 

,l>  ■i.,';ir-nv.  jeiij.r.U  bin  a 
,  V.^  V.u.V'.  .I’ in  ^lL  f[Hvk 


I- 1'  ami  nnuE»lc  <>t'  itii=ir  to  berir  T:;nn(  ;r*  !iiC  i-  tiitn 

<  iii  a  nt/nac.  :  tlure- 
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compelled  me  :  really  would  be,  and  1  myfelf  ftiould  think  to  be,  my 
haU*  Cen  mm-  weat  antl  :  But  Ye*  °f  ^  others,  ought  not  to 
meaded  of  ya:i ;  blame  me  /or  it m,  becaufe  ye  yourfelves  have  conftrain* 
for  in  nothing  ed  me  to  it for  had  ye  been  juft  to  my  charaftcr,  an* 
wry^hufert^apa-  fffcrahla  to  what  it  has  appeared  among  you;  and  had 
flics,  though  1  be  none .  of  you  tided  with  the  falfe  apoftles  that  have 
nffthfc'S*  wrongfully  upbraided  me,  there  would  have  been  no 

occafion  for  me  to  have  fpoke  one  word  on  ray  own  be¬ 
half,  to  confute  their  calumnies ;  and  ye,  having  had 
To  much  experience  of  what  God  has  done  by  me, 
ought  yourfelves  to  have  been  my  advocates,  and  to  have 
fpoke  honourably  of  me  and  of  my  labours :  For  I  may 
appeal  to  your  own  conferences,  that  1  have  not  only 
far  exceeded  ail  thofe  pretended  apoftles,  who  would 
mi  dead  you,  and  prejudife  your  minds  againft  roe  and 
my  minilhy,  {chap,  xi.  it,  &c»)  but  that  I  have  been 
in  my  con  ver  fat  ion  and  fufferings,  preaching  and  mira¬ 
cles,  and  in  the  fuccefs  of  my  labours  among  you,  e- 
qual,  at  leaftj^to  any  of  the  true  apoftles  of  Chrift 
tliemfclves,  whether  Peter,  or  others  that  ftandhigheft  in 
any  of  your  account :  Though,  after  all,  lam  free  to 
own,  that  in  myfelf  and  in  my  humble  account  of 
my  [elf,  I  realty  am  a  poor,  worthlefs,  iafignificant 
creature,  not  fujficient  of  ntyfeif  to  do,  or  fo  much  as 
think  any  thin g,  as  of  myfelf ;  but  all  my  fufficienty  it 
of  God ,  and  all  my  fuccefs  is  from  him.  {Chap.  iii.  £. 
and  1  Cor.  iii.  7.) 

fi  i«  ofTo*  l!l*  12  ^latever  others  may  conceive  and  fay  of  me, 
ft k were  wrought  or  whatever  I  have  been  to  them,  the  evident  proofs 
ama»B  you  fn  all  ^and  tokens  of  a  true  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift,  were  un- 
paticnce,  in  fijjns  quellionably  manifelled  in  the  things  that  were  done 
might j  deed,.  by  my  imniilry  among  you,  which  I  fulfilled  much  to 

your  advantage,  {chap.  iii.  2,  3.  and  1  Cor.  ix.  I,  2.) 
and  in  which  I  behaved  with  a  meek  and  fedatc  com¬ 
mand  of  temper,  and  with  great  long-fufFermg,  under 
all  the  wants,  hardlhtps,  and  troubles,  that  I  endured 
in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  you,  {Ads  xviii.  i, — 13.) 
which  was  likewife  confirmed  by  all  forts  of  miracles, 
that  may  be  called  fgns,  as  they  carried  the  plained 
marks  of  God’s  owning  me,  and  being  with  me ;  and 
may  be  deemed  wonders,  as  they  were  amazing  exer¬ 
tions  of  divine  power,  above,  and  againft  the  courfe  of 
nature;  and  may  be  ftyled  mighty  deeds,  as  they  were 
productions  of  the  molt  difficult  and  important  effects, 
which  nothing  (liort  of  God’s  own  almighty  arm' could 
have  brought  to  p»fs. 

>v  Farwiutk  13  For  as  to  the  benefit  which  ye  received  by  my 
n  -.\heianyc  were  mini  ft  rat  i  oris,  In  wliat  particular  in  fiance  can  it  be  faid, 

that 
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trfjrrnr  to  otW 
Y  hcst  deep* 
it  ht  diat  T  tnyfclf 
*:i%  not  Unrrira- 
feme  to  yon  :  tor- 
me  this 


th;it  ye  have  not  been  enriched  with  fpiriiu-jl  gifts  ami 
privileges,  as  much  ae  any  of  all  the  churches  of  Chtilt* 
whether  pUmcii  by  me,  or  foir*e  other  aixifUe  ?  Or 
wherein  hive  I  been  wa;iri:i£  to  you  more  than  to  any 
of  them?  I  am  perfuaded  rh;it  nothing  of  this  fort  can 
be  alleged;  unlcfa  it  thouid  be  riiougue  a  piece  of  dtf- 
dainful  partiality  in  me,  thu,  while  1  received  mainte¬ 
nance  from  ocher  churches,  I  would  nke  none  of  you 


14  Behold*  the 
ibhd  time  I  am 
ready  tj  c  rzc  to 
you;  and  ]  will 
Ji*4  he  burden- 
fom-  to  you ;  for 
1  feck  not  your?, 
but  you:  for  the 
child* 


If  any  ihould  put  ftich  a  di (ingenuous  conitrucliori  up¬ 
on  it,  jrtf,  inftead  of  being  iuSuonc^d  by  them,  nuy 
well  pardon  aa  otniiTion,  frhicli,  on  the  contrary,  w«a 
defigned  as  a  peculiar  favour,  every  tvay  to  your  advan¬ 
tage;  and  if  there  were  anything  wrong  in  thus  preach¬ 
ing  the  gofpd  freely  to  you,  one  woo  id  think  it  a  wrong 
done  to  myfelf,  (l  Cor*  iv.  12. )  a:id  to  other  churches, 
(chap,  xu  7,  8,1  rather  than  to  you;  and  therefore  fine¬ 
ly  of  all  others,  mull  needs  pafs  it  by* 

14  Obferve  in  how  kind  and  friendly  a  manner  I  hn\Te 
always  behaved  toward  you;  I  have  thrice  f  defirctl,  dc*. 
fig ned,  and  prepared  to  make  you  a  vilit;  The  firjl 
time,  I  had  the  plcafurc  of  accompli  filing  ir,  when  I 
planted  the  gofpd  among  you,  (ASli  xviii.  tf, — n.ard 
1  Cor.  iii.  6.) ;  after  that  I  purpofed  feeing  you  r.gaiii, 
but  was  prevented,  on  further  thoughts,  by  my  own 
tendernefs  toward  you,  left  I  fhouid  be  obliged  to 
proceed  with  more  rigor  than  I  chnfe  againlt  foma 
among  you,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  i.  23.)  j  and  I 
am  now  a  third  time  intending  and  getting  ready,  {•-»»- 
tni>t  •**)  Cod  willing,  to  come  ere  long  to  you  :  At  d 
as,  when  I  was  with  you,  I  took  care  tli.it  it  might  not 
be  at  your  exptnee ;  fo  I  am  ftill  rcfojved  to  give  you 
my  labours  freely,  without  heing  chargeable  to  any  of 
you  i  for  niy  heart  is  fo  full  of  affection  to  you,  that  t 
do  not  deiire  any  of  your  temporal  good  things,  to  !ei- 


N  O 

*  Fwftjw  me  tUf  v'rtr.g,  is  generally 
thttight  to  tavc  been  fpoken  by  tbt  apuflh;  hi 
the  way;  but  Monfieur  FUury  undtr- 

flaiwfj  him,.  as  ferioufty  exrufing  himfclf  on 
accmin» ;  betaplc  ibe  faithful,  at  that 
th*eY  were  |i>  charitable  a&d  grateful  to  their 
inches*  That  they  were  grieved  if  they  did 
pet  receive  forcethtag  frura  ihcmj  cud  were 
ready  t«  he  oflcnded}  asth^kfap  it  a  mark 
of  crv'ifnpt  nrdififain,  V  Ahhe  Fk&r.  Ec- 
def  IiiiL  Lib*  t.  fee*  %t>* 
f  As  far  *s  appears,  the  apofttebad  been 
aheady  but  oirce  at  C$ri ntbt  an  account  of 
«h:ch  wc  have  in  A tfb  avitr,  i,  fit*  K«t  his 
journey  through  Gwvand  i,  wn- 

imiicii  A  At  m  1,  ;»  is  general!  v  conduced 

ia  have  Dees  after  the  vrkiag  afiliis  qiifllt  \ 


T 

and  l:c  fpciVs  nF  hit  c«n^ngt  the 
coed  lime*  thef.  xili^  uud  ^  UU  di  firing  tt> 
eoiKe  10  ih^m,  That  rhvy  li^vc  a  fce$K.i 

benefit,  ch,it.t.ji$.  'rhi*  *^nt  limt  therefore 
refrrs*  m>c  to  thv  iiiftw  *y-  I  i>  Jwv:ng  ht-en 
cti&Uy  with  thein*  hui  <if  h-s  hiiviujf  imen-hx! 
it;  aiid  aii  it  Uc+r,s  dcii^n  of  making 

them  a  vifit,  wliich  is  mCiUion^l  chapr  i,  t$4 
arc!  t  Car.  xvh  j*  rrlates  t:>u4ic  and  the  ikoi^ 
tijJij,  he  uo^v  l'pciiks  of  JiU  hiving  a  thlri 

ri*nt  forrtiftl  a  rc:cLuiiO'i  of  it,  which 
be  foim  afterwards  fGtt.»cd,a»  maybe 
cd  from  A  As  5.  and*  unite  be  u*s 

nlt:i  Lhi-m,  lie  v*'ri!‘.tf  hi"  epUtfetothc  JiV 
js  itps'cuii  Ivinn  L’m:.  xvi,  13.  See 
the  tKiC,  ;n:t  the  picf^c  to  (h^t  c* 

piiJL  >  jui  IZi  ±  jtr.;S  2ivd  tt'&thvu  Uiis  pltlcc* 
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children 

Uut  to  Uy  u|j  for 
the  limits,  In  it 
I  hi-  for 

tfc,:  chikhea. 


IS  An  l  I  wVtl 
Vfiy  gladly  iVciul 
e r\i  be  t'i'tnt  for 
yo«3  the 

nioi't  ak,^U.nt!y 
1  love  you,  the 
left  ]  lie  ta>«L 


fen  you  in  than,  or  enrich  myfelf  by  them  $  but  all  that 
1  feck,  and  aim  atT  is  the  welfare  and  falvation  of  your 
fouls:  For  l  look  upon  you  as  my  fpmtua]  children,whoTTt 
]  hare  inftru mentally  begotten  to  Chriftby  the  gofpei, 
{i  Car*  iv*  15,)  amt  that!  ever  treat  with  ail  paternal 
care  and  affection,  in  providing  for  you  fpiritual  brne*  - 
fit,  without  expecting  any  return  of  your  worldly  ful> 
iUncc  \  as  being  determined,  in  this  cafe,  to  fquare  my 
conduct  according  to  the  general  rule,  that  though  chil¬ 
dren  ought  to  relieve  tlwir  patents  {Mtirk 

vib  to, — and  I  Tim*  v.  16.}  ;  yet  they  are  not  ordi¬ 
narily  obliged  to  lay  up  for  rhdr  parents,  as  though 
their  parents  were  moft  likely  to  furvive  them,  hut  it  is 
the  duty  of  parents  to  make  proper  provifion  for  their 
children,  who  maybe  fuppafed,  in  the  common  couife 
of  natuic,  to  outlive  them. 

15  And  conquering  rnyfelf  in  this  relation  to  you,  l 
will  cheerfully  fptrid  my  time,  ffrength  and.  labour, 
and  all  my  temporal  cafe,  honour  and  advantages,  and 
will,  with  picture,  Wear  our  my  life  irielf,  T+" 
for  the  good  of  your  fouls  ;  even  though 


the  tut  graceful  and  undutiful  return  I  (hould  meet 


Hut  lie  it  Jii, 
I  ♦.■id  not  burden 
v'  v.  :  ncVtriliis- 
hein-*  ev./t\\ 
1  yuu  *le!i 
yi*h- 


with  for  it,  were,  that  the  more  abundant,  tender,  ai^ 
fe£tiotia:c  ;nid.  difi  mere  fled  love  I  have,  and.  Ihew,  to¬ 
ward  you,  the  lefs  I  Humid  be  refpe&ed  and  valued  by 
you;  yea,  though  ye  fliould  fo  (light  me,  For  my  pains, 
as  to  have  lefs  cffceni  of  me  than  of  thofe  that  impofc 
upon  you. 

16  Hut  be  this  as  it  will,  and  fuppofing  It  to  be  the 
cafe  with  fome  of  you,  ye  well  know  that  I  did  not,  35 
1  lawfully  might,  put  you  to  the  charge  of  maintaining 
me,  but  punched  ihe  gofpel  freely  to  you  ;  Nevenfce* 
Jefc,  your  fallc  teachers,  who  are  deceitful  workers, 
{chap,  xu  13.)  iiividioully  fuggefl*,  as  though,  being 
an  artful  defining  man,  I  refufed  taking  any  thing  01 
you  myftlf,  that  1  might  under-hantUdly  draw  you  in, 
to  be  the  more  liberal  to  others,  whom  I  employed  a- 
n:cng  you  \  and  fo  by  a  cunning  fetch  might  get  the 
more  of  jou,  through  them,  for  my  own  ufe, 

17  But 

T  E* 

part  of  t’-ic  vrrfe,  is  rr.sr-Janed  as  the  ill* 
mtured  i'lgzdHnn  of  the  ;t|n>flJc*E  enrt»it*f 
and  not  iFhar  he  h-a^Iydid:  Eor,  o*Kt. 
uiie*  thtreis  no  po^d  connexion  in  wha:  K, 
t here  adds  to  11  indite  him&df;  buu  ir 


N  C 

*  Mr*f)  esrrfrtor*  ro:if^!rr  the  ufunli  rT 

th  <  vt?r|£  35  HP  0-ij  Yb-iiiof  Ulc  ujvnftlo’s  ad- 

*s-.fhnM  a^aiuiV  oim;  a-.id  in  the  itcue 
thus;  **  J^Uf  fome  t!:s!  1  o;d 

,f  noL  burden  y^u  r  yi-i*;  y*:t,  bJny  a  cr*f~ 
ty  sn-rtl,  I  ht  ■*  :.iyLrl  mivi*  *.G  Jo  if* 

**  ki  have  ci'-rr  yws.”  Th«? 

W'iJs  (fr<2  * i  f$t  nwv  bn  in 

t-t:«  rdVi«fScf,  tr  in  thiit  £'V£ii  7a. a- 

th^  itidcr  Tnav  cho^je  he 

J  !■  V,^:  Kilt  thp  vt  :;‘s 

J  isf  at  ie-di  liv'  -  ivrr 


d-'rin«  thole  wte*  an  anfWct  to  th‘/r  -  i 


liuunies,  they  ate  ftrargly  ami  directly  &  f-.-( 
purfK>fe;  nor  is  h  at  ill  ruitfiflciU  wii»»  1-i  - 
ch3r.:^Ur  and  nrofr (lion,  chap,  i-  u,  aod  ]*. 
to  fii|-ipofe,  that  be  mjly  pi'afi'T:-1  u  t 
riits  ;o  wtn  'ii  tliv 


,1 
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17  DidTmskc 
a  gain  of  you  by 
iJiy  of  th-L'm 

xnWi  I  tent  un- 
l-j  you  ? 


1 9  I  defo'H 
Tit ni*  a'*th 

fra  t  font  a  bto- 
tier;  did  Titirf- 
nuXE  a  gain  of 
yen  ?  wJkcH  wt 
n-'t  in  the  £imc 
j't  lit }  -waited 
m  >r  m  the  lame 

V  '^S  ■ 


J*  Again  , 
l"  -rk  you  th.\*  we 

eCafe  owrielvcs 
Wto  W1I  ?  we 
fptak  before  Gotl 
in  Quirt :  but  vte 
h  all  (lungs, 
ucifly  beloved, 
for  yowr  edify  ingi 


ao  I'or  T  fear, 
leil  *hen  I  oo*n« 
1  ihail  not  find 
pu  fath  as  i 
would,  acd  ibsi  1 
fcjft  1«  found  UB- 
til  fon  lit  eh  a#  it 
r.tniid  nor :  kii 
;«>f  ie  tklutvs, 
envy**igs,  wra-li 
(Uhc5,  backhit- 

jit&S 


17  lint,  in  anfwer  to  fuch  groundlefs  and  un  right  pi¬ 
ous  inli  nuations,  let  me  a  fit  you,  Did  I  ever  make  the 
lead  ad fantape  of  you  for  myfeif,  by  means  of  any  of 
thofe,  my  fellow-labourers  in  the  gofpel,  whom  1  fent, 
in  my  abfence,  to  be  the  helpers  of  your  joy,  {chap9 
i.  24.)  tci  rectify  the  diforders  that  were  among  you, 
{ch.  vis.  6,  7.)  and  to  excite  your  charity  towaid  the 
poor  faints  in  Judea  f  (ch.  viii.  6, 

18  Ye  know  thatl  Entreated,  and  prevailed  upon  the 
beloved  Titus  to  come  to  you,  and  with  him  1  fent  a- 
notiier  excellent  brother,  whofe  praife  is  in  all  the 
churches,  {chap-  viii.  6.  17,  18.  See  the  note  on  ver. 
i8»)  and,  when  they  were  with  you,  Did  Titus  and 
his  companion,  any  more  than  1  myfeif,  take  any  thing 
of  you  lor  their  own  labours,  or  for  my  fubfittence  r 
Did  we  not  ail  aft  with  the  fame  diiinrerelted  generoG* 
ty  toward  you,  like  perfons  conducted  and  influenced 
by  toe  fame  good  fpirit  of  God,  and  by  the  fame  bene* 
voknt  temper  of  mind  C  Did  not  they  exaftly  follow 
my  example,  arid  all  of  us  agree  in  the  fame  meafurea 
of  freely  doing  you  good  ? 

19  I  would  ^ik  you  ag-tin,  Do  any  of  you  imagine, 
that,  in  aft  this,  1  only  make  fpecious  pretences,  by 
way  of  apology  to  you,  for  myfeif  and  my  brethren, 
that  we  may  gain  the  gt eater  credit  with  you,  forfotnc 
Unifier  ends  ?  or  do  any  of  you  think,  that  1  fent  Titus 
and  his  aflociate,  {ver-  i8<)  to  excufe  rnyfclf  from  co¬ 
ming  to  you  ?  I  folernnly  declare,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
all-feeing-God,  as  an  apofllc  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  a  be* 
liever  in  him,  that  it  is  no  fuch  matter;  But,  my  dear¬ 
ly  beloved  in  the  Lord,  what  1  have  done  in  this,  as 
in  all  my  other  behaviour  toward  you,  is  merely  to 
fupport  my  apuftolic  authority,  that  my  miniilry,  hy 
the  hie/Iirtg  of  God,  may  be  the  more  fuccefstul  to 
your  fptritual  edification. 

20  For,  as  I  himed  before,  {chap-  u  23,  24,  and 
Ii.  t.)  1  am  much  afraid,  left,  whenever  I  may  have 
opportunity  ot  making  my  intended  vlfit,  I  Hi  all  not 
find  you  all  fo  orderly,  and  obedient  to  the  authority  of 
Chrift  in  me,  as  1  heartily  wifti  ye  were  ?  and  that  I 
fhall  be  obliged  to  exercife  the  power  which  he  has  gi¬ 
ven  me,  in  a  Lv^rer  manner  than  ye  would  wildngly 
have  me;  {chap,  v.  2,  and  xiii.  10.)  1  fear  led  1  fhould 
find  that,  through  hearkning  to  reducers,  there  are,  a- 
mong  fomc  of  you,  fierce  and  uncharitable  deputes- for 
viftory-fake ;  curious  re mpers  and  talkers;  warm  and 
angry  jralfionst  carnal  contentions;  revilirgs  of  others 

tlicii  hacks;  ci^idcllins  flanders;  proud  and 

haughty 
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haughty  boaftings*  and  difdainful  infulrs  ;  and  a  tumul¬ 
tuous  carriage  one  towards  another*  This  has  been 
one  great  reafon  of  my  deferring  to  come  to  you  fo 
long  as  I  have*  {Chap,  L  23*) 

Ami  I  am  full  of  fears,  left,  when  I  come  to  yon 
again,  my  God  *whofe  1  am,  and  whom  1  ferve,  fhouiJ 
call  me,  not  to  glorying  of  you,  as  I  have  done  on  par¬ 
ticular  occaGons,  {chap,  vii,  4*)  but  to  /l)  a  me,  for  row 
aud  abatement,  on  your  account,  in  feeing  the  name 
of  Chrift  fo  much  dishonoured,  and  my  labour  fo  much 
loft  upon  you  ;  And  left,  inftead  of  rejoicing  to  behold 
your  faith  and  order,  I  Should  be  called  to  lament  and 
mourn  over  many  of  you,  and,  with  grief  of  foul,  to 
deal  fharpty  with  therp  who  had  been  guilty  of  very 
enormous  crimes  before  I  wrote  to  you, 
and  who,  notwithstanding  a)]  admonitions  and  reproofs 
in  my  former  letter,  and  by  other  means,  have  tio>  y*-t 
been  duly  convinced  of  their  tins,  nor  (hewn  any  in¬ 
genuous  remorfe,  or  Jincenj  repentance  for  them 
as  particularly  for  the  fhameful  adultery,  and  fornica¬ 
tion,  ami  theimmodeft  words  and  aftions,  with  which 
they  have  defiled  ihemfclves,  directly  contrary  to  their 
Chaft  1  an  obligations  nnd  profcfiion* 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

Whit  Ticiffitodefl  art  there  in  the  Chriflian's  comforts  and  affl-flioiis  !  He  is 
fome times  lifted  up,  as  it  were,  to  the  third  heaven,  which  is  like  a  paradjfc  for 
all  delights,  and  unutterable  glories  ;  and  he  prefcntly  falls  under  the  bulftimgs 
of  Satan,  and  the  fore  ft  trials,  which  God  orders  and  overralca  to  prevent  fp:- 
ritual  pride,  left,  through  the  corruption  of  nature,  it  ftionld  rife,  ev^n  v\y-m 
the  ground  of  the  moft  diltifiguifbjng  and  endearing  mattifeftatioos  of  divine  f  t- 
vnur.  How  eameftly  doth  the  belitver  betake  Hmfilf  to  the  Lord  jefus  for  do 
Jiverance  from  temptations  and  afflictions,  which  he  finds  to  be  more  than  h\ 
ewn  match  !  And  how  certain  is  it,  that  his  prayers  (halt  not  be  in  vain,  thy 
they  may  not  always  be  anfwrcd  in  the  very  thing  that  he  a  iked  1  A  prom  X* 
of  Chrift’e  grace,  as  fuffideni  for  and  of  his  ftrenpth,  as  to  be  made  pent  a 
in  our  weaknefs,  is  the  nobleft  fupport  under  every  difficulty  or  danger,  and  il»c 
befl  fecurity  for  a  due  improvement  of  it,  and  for  victory  nnd  triumph  in  the  if- 
ftlc.  We  may  well  glory  in  thoCe  trials,  that  give  occasion  for,  and  are  attend¬ 
ed  with,  the  moft  evident  demon  ft  rations  of  the  power  of  Chrift,  as  r  thing  t.p- 
on  us;  though  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  higheft  privileges,  manifdtatioris,  and 
menu,  wenre  in  ourfclves,  and  ought  to  he  on  our  own  account,  as  nothing* 
How  happy  is  It,  when  the  fervants  of  Chrift  can  appeal  to  him  for  the  hilarity 
of  thi-ir  aims  in  all  their  holy  mini  ftrat  ions ;  and  can  appeal  to  the  confcicoces  "f 
therr  hearers,  that  the  figns  of  their  divine  ruiflionare  made  known  among  them, 
by  their  patient,  faith  tub  lender,  and  difmrerefted  behaviour;  by  the  good  fndu 
of  their  labours ;  and  by  plain  tokens  of  God's  being  with  them  ;  and  how  cherr- 
fully  will  they  fperid,  and  be  fpent,  for  the  good*  of  fouls,  and  do  all  things  vr 
their  edification,  whllethey  feck  not  thurs,  hut  them  ;  and  retake,  by  the  gr.n-%- 
of  God,  to  per  oft  therein,  even  though  the  more  they  love  them,  and,  lihep-i- 

I V!»{  J 

NOT  E* 

*  Tt  ftems  from  haicc  that,  il>c  g:ril;y  of  jmpimtj'js,  'hr  of  th<  :f 

incedu'ws  prribu  was  hr«.  light  tr»  repentance,  Iwly  profdlion,  an-  had  nut  yet  10 

them  ti^t  h*ib«n  churned. 


(■go,  tthifperings, 
/tfciliiigi  t  in  - 
mn\xs ; 


si  Ami  Left, 
w licit  I  come  a* 
gain,  my  Cod  will 
litiinbh  flic  a* 
mong  yon,  md 
thac  I  dull  be- 
\fiit  ma^y  wVidi 
have  firnied  al- 
mJy,  and  bare 
not  repented  of 
the  undcannefc, 
and  fwnirtibiT, 
tod  biafuraf^ 
nds  which  they 
hive  committed* 
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rots,  provide  for  thdr  fpirituat  welfare,  the  ItfstHry  were  to  be  Jwtd  of  theml 
How  dcfirous  fhould  they  all  be  to  ad  under  the  influence  of  the  lame  divine 
Spirit,  and  with  the  Came  Chriftian  temper*  and  to  tread  in  the  fame  laudable 
flrps,  in  purfuing  the  great  ends  of  their  miinftry  !  And,  aa  far  as  they  do  fo* 
how  ready  fbonld  their  people  be  to  encourage,  and  fpcah  well  of  them,  and  to 
Cite  ihctn  the  irV feme  talk  of  faying  any  thing  that  looks  like  fdf-apphufr,  to 
vitiate  their  own  chambers !  But,  O  how  bumbling  and  grieving  1$  it,  to  be 
so[  only-  thcmfelvtfs  vilified,  hot  to  fee  their  hopes  Wafted,  and  their  labour  loft 
upon  thofr*  who,  inftead  of  anfwering  jwft  expectations  uf  yielding  obedience  to 
the  authority  of  Chrift,  mill  Holy  convcrfation  and  godltncft,  are  guilty  of  fuch 
tjiudalous  enormit  ics  in  temper  and  behaviour,  and  continue  fo  impenitent  in 
them,  as  to  need  the  fevereft  animadveifkms  upon  them  ! 


C  H  A  1\  XIII* 


The  apoRle  threatens  to  punifb  obfiinatc  offenders,  £t  his  next  coming 
among  the  Corinthians*  and  gives  the  rcafons  of  it,  i, — 6*  Prays 
for  their  reformation  to  prevent  it,  which  would  give  him  the  great- 
tjl pkafurc,  7, — io>  And  concludes  the  e pijlU  with  a  fa  lut  alien 
and  bencdflwiy  1 1} — 14* 


Tixt* 

■Tlfo  rr  the  third 
time  I  am 
eojihig  to  you: 
je  *J:e  mouth  of 
uo  three  wit- 
jtti^rs  Jhall  every 
word  bceflUbltfh- 
«L 


1  I  told  yon 
U :jrf,  and  forc¬ 
ed 


PaKATHRASE. 

T  Am  now  a  third  time  defigning  and  preparing*  as  has 
A  been  (aid  but  now,  {chap.  xii.  14,  fee  the  note 
there,)  to  vifit  you,  and  torreft  the  diforders,  which* 
after  all,  Hill  remain  among  you,  {chap.  x.  2.) ;  and  as 
our  blcHcd  LorddircGed,  {Matth.  xviij.  16.)  in  church* 
proceedings  againll  an  offending  brother*  that  in  the 
mouth  cf  two  or  three  wilneffei  every  word  Jbould  be  e- 
Jlablifixd  *,  according  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  taw 
of  Mafet%  {Deut.  xvii.  6 .  and  six.  15,)  fo  thi  notices 
and  warnings  1  have  given  you,  in  my  former  epiftle, 
{chap.  jv.  19,  21.)  and  now,  once  and  again  in  this,  of 
my  rcfolution  to  come  and  chaftifeobftinate  delinquents ; 
and  Soflhencfi  joining  with  mein  the  firft  epiftle,  {chap. 
i.  1.)  and  Timothy's  in  this,  {chap.  i.  1.)  are  all  the  pre¬ 
vious  admonitions,  that  are  neceffary,  and  may  as  fuU 
ly  allure  you  of  what  ye  are  to  expeft,  ns  if  it  had  been 
depofed  by  two  or  three  credible  witneffes,  viva  voce? 
in  any  court  of  judicature  whatsoever. 

2  In  my  firft  letter  I  threatened  what  I  would  do,  and 
now  again  repeat  it  to  you  beforehand,  which  (hews 
how  unwilling  I  am  to  proceed  to  extremities,  if  it  be 

poilible 

NOTE 


*  Here  firms  to  be  a  rr.oft  dirtR  refer  cnee 
toGirUTf  order  afckut  the  method  of  pro- 
ervH'mgwrth  church*  members  that  have  giv¬ 
en  0&ncct  Matth.  utiiL  rj, — ;t;  Hut  « 
ihh  w-as  conformable  to  ihe  law  of  Af tfeu  I 

kxVC  >  breuplit  that  lilt*  the  jvtripbr^i:  j 
aM  chespcHJfc's  :^i5  cpi&es,  cirrer  with,  or 
auhout  'the  cg&tfdcrcthn  of  the  nr/wu* 
ib&r  joked  -w::h  him  in  arc 


mznireflly  tbe.ruw  or  three  ‘vimeffes  here  in- 
tecJej*  a-  they  aufwered  the  end  of  repeat¬ 
ed  admonitions*  (S«  Whitby,  and 

irtieoat  :he  place.)  Aod  thercforr,  if  thric 
ctfcsdtr;  ibodd  full  continue  to  be  iacorri^i- 
blc,  ajid  the  eunuch  to  iiegWt  their  duly  in 
dealing  uji:h  them,  the  a  port  (t  would  very 
rrgiiktriy  cKcrrift  his  authority,  ia  Jjvercly 

diem. 
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tel  you  as  if  I 
wen  prefect  the 
fccond  lime,  spd 
(using  abfent,  now 
I  write  to  i hew 
which  heretofore 
have  finned, 
to  all  other,  that 
if  I  come  a^iin  I 
*tll  not  fjpitc: 


%  Since  ytfetk. 
v  pro=>f  of  CbHtf 
fp taking  in  me, 
which  to  you* 
ward  is  not  weak, 
but  11  mighty  in 
you. 


4  For  though 
he  wat  Crucified 
through  weak* 
r>rfst  yethcl:mh 
hy  the  power  of 
Goi  For  weal- 
To  ar?  west  in 
h;.n,  bur  wc  ffidt 
lire 


polSblc  to  prevent  it,  (tw\  to,)  and  which  ought  to 
have  as  much  weight  with  you  as  if  I  were  now  ?.  fe¬ 
cund  time  peifou ally  talking  to  you  j  and,  for  wan:  of 
opportunity,  through  dilbincc  of  place,  to  fpeak  my 
mind  by  word  of  mouth,  l  now  fend,  it  in  writing  to 
thofe  difcrderiy  petfoms  that  had  gone  into  fcandalous 
pra&iccs,  even  before  I  wrote  my  firiiepilllc  j  {^r^r 
as  a]fo  to  ait  others  among  you,  who,  between 
that  rime  and  this,  have  been,  or' are  in  danger  of  be* 
ing,  found  guilty  of  any  mifearriages :  I  pofitivdy  af- 
fure  them  all,  that  when  I  may  come  to  you  again,  I 
will  punifh  thofe  that  have  Tinned  and  not  reformed ; 
be  they  who  or  what  they  will,  or  he  they  ever  fo  ma¬ 
ny,  I  wilt  deal  :!urply  with  them,  { ver .  is.)  that  th 
may  be  brought  to  repentance,  and  that  others  m.iy  bur- 
to  follow  their  former  Gnful  example,  (t  'Tim*  v,  20.) 

3  This  I  will  certainly  do,  in  vindication  of  my  Ti¬ 
ered  office,  and  of  the  honour  of  my  Lord,  fmee  foms 
of  you,  and  particularly  yourfulfc  teachers  and  their 
adherents,  are  fo  bold  and  daring,  as  to  queftion  my  u- 
po  frolic  commillion,  and  demand  an  experiment  [' ,tM 
*>»)  and  proof  of  it,  and  of  the  reality  of  Chri::Js 
{peeking  by  me,  in  the  duftrinca  and  commindnnn.s 
which  1  have  delivered,  and  in  what  I  threaten  to  do 
to  offenders  in  his  name.  Their  oppofition  to  ms 
herein  in  indeed  no  lefs,  than  an  oppofing  Chrift  him* 
fclf,  who  has  undeniably  a&ed  toward  you,  not  in  a 
weak  and  infofficient  manner,-  but  with  mighty  power 
and  energy  in,  and  among  you  i  as  appears  by  the  gri;:t 
and  wonderful  things  he  has  done,  both  in  a  way  k 
rich  metcy,  in  your  convcrfton,  in  the  miracles  wrought 
among  you,  and  in  the  manifold  gifts  and  graces  be  fa-.* 
flowed  upon  you  ;  and  in  a  way  of  awful  judgment,  in 
his  mfli£ting  fickiiefs  and  death  on  diforderly  walkers  hi 
your  church,  (i  Cor .  xi*  30.) 

4  For  though  he  underwent  a  terrible  and  ignomini¬ 
ous  crucifixion,  through  the  infirmity  and  paflllrility  of 
hi$  human  nature,  which  was  as  liable  to  that  as  to  fi¬ 
tly  other  fort  of  death  ;  and  though  he  might  thereby 
appear,  in  the  account  of  feme,  to  have  been  a  merely 
weak  and  mortal  creature,  like  other  men,  and  inca¬ 
pable  of  fav in g  others,  becaufc  he  did  not  think  fit  to 
lave  himfclf  from  the  death  of  the  crofe,  { Matth .  xwii. 
40, — 44*)  yet  by  virtue  of  Ins  divine  power,  which  he 
exerts  together  with  the  Father,  he  rofe  again  ftr»m  :he 
dead,  and  now  lives  in  his  exalted  Ante,  on  the  throne 
of  his  glory,  to  cxercife  all  authority  in  heaven  ?uvl 
earth:  Even  fo  {**<  y >**  x»i)  wc  likewi:?,  hUfoiihfo!  ;W- 

■  vjlj  i 
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Gnuiik  him  l»r  vants,  appear  by  our  fufferings  for  his  fake,  and  in  con¬ 
i'*  Cu<*  formJtr  to  him  to  be  but  weak  and  defpicahle  men,  and 
are,  m  the  account  of  fomc  of  you,  vain  inugntncane 
creatures  in  the  profeflion  we  make  of  relation  to  Chrift 
and  of  receiving  authority  from  him,  as  though  we  real¬ 
ly  had  no  intereft  in  him,  or  could  do  nothing  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  any  communications  from  him  :  bur  as  furely 
as  he  lives  in  all  authority  and  glory,  we,  by  the  fame 
divine  power,  (hall  (hew,  in  remarkable  effects,  that, 
how  contemptible  foever  we  be  in  ourfelves,  or  in  the 
efteem  of  others,  the  life  of  Jefus  animates  us'  and  is 
manifefted  in  our  vigorous  a&ings  toward  you,  as  well 
as  that,  in  due  time,  we  (hall  five  in  glory  with  him, 

5  In  (lead  therefore  of  your  fitting  in  judgment,  and 
palling  unrighteous  cenfures  upon  us,  as  though  there 
were  no  proof  of  Chrilt’s  (peaking  in  me,  (w.  3.)  or 
in  my  dear  aflbeiates,  {chap.  xii.  18.)  look  into  your 
own  hearts  and  ways,  and  bring  them  to  the  touch  (lone 
of  the  word  of  God ;  and,  in  carefully  comparing  them 
with  that  infallible  (landard,  make  clofe  inquiry,  whe¬ 
ther  ye  yotirfelves  have  believed  to  the  faving  of  your 
fouls,  and  have  a  real  and  evident  intereft  in  Chrift, 
through  faith  in  him  :  Purfue  the  diligent  fearch,  by 
divine  a (Ti dance,  till  yc  have  brought  this  important 
point  to  an  iflue  *,  and  have  the  cleared  proof  in  your- 
felves,  whether  ye  be  lincerc  believers,  and  whether 
faith  be  the  governing  principle  in  your  own  hearts,  or 
not :  What !  arc  ye  (hangers  to  the  tranfaQions  that 
have  palled  between  God  and  your  own  fouls,  and  to 
your  own  ftate  and  condition,  way  and  walk  before  him, 
as  Tome  of  you  feem  to  be,  by  your  contentions  and 
diforders,  and  various  provocations,  and  by  your  un¬ 
worthy  treatment  of  me,  and  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift 
as  delivered  in  my  mmiftryr  It  is  a  fin  and  a  fhamefor 
you  to  be  ignorant  how  things  are  with  you  :  And,  as 
ye  are  profcflbrs  of  Chrifttaniry,  do  not  ye  know  titac 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  .Saviour,  dwells  in  your  hearts 
by  faith,  with  powerful  influence  and  dominion  there? 
Ye  furcly,  in  the  light  of  the  .Spirit,  may  arrive  at  fomc 
fatisfa&ion  about  this ;  unlefs,  after  all  your  high  pre¬ 
tences,  and  flaurilhing  gifts,  there  be  fometbing  very 

dif- 


rj  Exmtneyfflir* 

lc  i:i  (he  fcithj 
pra vc  yohr  own- 
fclktt :  know  ye 
eft'  \qi\t  own- 
fcV.fi/  hv  that 
jticv  Chrift  is  in 
'HkCpi  yc  b« 

Infill)  Alt'*  ? 


N  O 

*  Prxve  fXtr  9-jnt  fcfafSt  (f«irr¥f 
7rrL  i  U  a  inctcjihnr  tftfcm  from  (he  trying  ef 
by  the  touch  ftone,  or  ihuic  other  u^y, 
whether  they  be  good  sntl  pure,  or 
*ul\  biiil  £>,fr£n:fic3  iuch  a  trial  of  perfbiis 
irA  is  tiucy  file*,  or  prove,  whether 
Or*  be  ur  fp',iriouj,  ia  order  t q 


T  E. 

their  being  i!;ou-t;l  of,  or  rejected ;  And, 
with  a  hcamifui  corrdpoadence  hereunto^  the 
apoftle  1'pcjfcs  in  this,  and  the  two  next  v ev¬ 
ict,  of  perioo*  !  dud  (Str.ipn  or 
u-pprvV^K  or  &}  <t?prcv:Jt  (which  is  harftdy 
renden^l  rvprv’tfr)  a>  founJ  to  be 
cv  tridl. 
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0  But  I  trvft 

that  yc  IbU  know 
that  wc  are  not 


*f  Nov  I  png 
to  God  that  yedo 
no  evil ;  mot  that 
we  (honM  appear 
approved  T  bat 
that  yc  fbniiid  do 
that  which  it  fo- 
oeft,  though  we 
be  a$  reprobztac. 


8  For  we  can 
do  nothing  again  ft 
the  truth,  bat  for 
the  Cnilb. 


p  For  are 
jhd  when  we  arc 
weak,  and  ye 
are  fln>ng :  and 
thbalib  wc  ^ilht 
tvra  your  perfec¬ 
tion  * 


10  Therefore! 
write  thefc  things 
btdngabfent,  left 
being 


difaUowable,  and  much  amifs  in  you; 

or  ye  be  realty  difapproved  of  God,  as  hypocrites, 

6  But,  whatever  any  of  you  may  prove  to  be,  my 
bumble  dependence  on  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift 
is*  that  ye  (hall  have  evident  demonflration,  by  what 
be  will  further  do  by  us,  of  our  being,  not  difapproved, 
but  owned  of  him,  as  true  believers,  and  his  faithful 
fervants. 

7  In  the  mean  while,  my  heart's  defire  and  prayer 
to  the  Lord  for  you  is,  that  none  of  you  may  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  any  evil  way,  or  found  guilty  of  any  iniquity  a~ 
gainft  God,  or  others;  lo  as  to  force  me  to  eicrcife  fc- 
verity,  when  I  come  among  you  :  I  earneftly  pray  for 
this,  as  being  ddiroos,  not  that  I  may  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  proving  my  apoftoiic  authority  by  punching  obfli- 
tiate  otlenders;  but  that,  through  divine  grace,  ye  may  be 
reformed  without  it,  and  may  be  brought,  by  gentler 
methods,  to  pra&ifc  thofe  things  that  are  honourable 
and  becoming,  (t***^)  in  the  fight  of  God  and  of  all 
good  men*  This  would  give  me  the  utmoft  pleafurc, 
even  though,  for  want  of  a  proper  occafion  to  chaftife 
tbc  refraftory  and  ditbbedient,  ye  Oiould  judge  of  me, 
as  if  I  were  a  falfe  apoftle,  difapproved  of  God,  and  del* 
tirute  of  power  to  execute  what  1  have  once  and  again 
threatned. 

8  For  I  have  ntkher  inclination  nor  authority,  nor 
would  my  confidence  toward  God,  or  my  love  to  you, 
fuffer  me  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  what  is  right  and 
fit,  or  againft  thofe  that  walk  orderly,  according  to  the 
rruth  of  the  gofpel,  any  more  than  again  It  the  gofpcl  it* 
felf ;  but  all  that  I  hereby  aim  at,  am  authorized  fo;, 
and  cheerfully  engage  in,  is,  to  reclaim  backorders, 
and  to  encourage  and  promote  your  foundnefa  in  the 
faith,  and  your  integrity  in  heart  and  life* 

9  For  fo  great  is  my  affe£Honate  concern  for  yoc?  that 
I  fhouid  exceedingly  rejoice  to  fee  the  time,  when,  thn/ 
your  repentance  and  amendment,  1  may  be  as  much 
reftramed  from  inflicting  any  fevere  cenfures,  as  If  I 
really  were  incapable  of  it;  and  when  ye  may  be  fo 
ftrong  in  faith,  holinefs  and  obedience,  as  not  to  need 
it :  Yea,  I  heartily  wifli,  (t**  y that  all  things 
were  brought  into  good  order  among  you  ;  that  ye  were 
entirely  knit  together  in  faith  and  love,  like  a  complete, 
and  welI~compacUd  body;  and  that  every  grace  were 
perfected  in  you  all,  and  there  were  no  defect,  or  re¬ 
mainder  of  fin,  in  any  of  yctu  ^ 

10  It  is  therefore  with  thefe  kind  thoughts  and  de¬ 
fires  concerning  you,  that  now,  while  I  am  abfent  from 

5<w* 


hub  given  me, 

tn  edification  f 
s-id  not  tu  de- 
fcuthoA* 
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fc^np  pnfm  I  you,  I  write  fome  things  to  vara  and  caution  you,  and 
U^y  others  to  counfel  and  encourage  you;  left,  when  I  come 

i»  'iSe  jiowa  among  you,  I  fbould  be  obliged,  contrary  to  my  own 
viikh  the  Laid  inclination  and  choice,  to  make  ufc  of  terrible  methods 
in  dealing  with  you,  according  to  the  autbotity  which 
the  Lord  Jefus  has  given  me,  as  has  been  obferved, 
(ciap*  x.  8.)  and  I  always  detire  to  employ  it,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  purity  of  the  church,  and  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Chrift  in  it,  and  for  eftabliftiing  and  in  creating 
the  faith,  comfort  and  holincfs  of  the  whole  body;  and 
not  ((u  for.  injuring  any  of  iu  members;  nor 

for  the  final  detraction,  even  of  the  word  of  them,  by 
driving  them  to  defpair;  but  that  they  may  be  brought 
to  repentance,  and  their  fpirits  may  be  laved  iu  the  day 
of  the  Lord  Jefus.  (i  Cor.  v.  y.) 

1 1  To  conclude,  my  brethren,  whom,  after  alt,  as 
to  the  generality  of  you,  I  efleem  as  fuch  in  rbe  Lord, 
May  all  manner  of  profpertiy  and  bappinefs  attend  yon! 
In  order  hereunto  *,  (**Ta?ri&r3t)  ftt  thofe  things  to 
rights,  which  are  amifs  and  disjointed  among  you,  that 

fall  be  the  whole  church  may  be  reduced  to  a  regular  ilate  and 
knit  together  as  one  body ;  and  let  every  one  of  you  la¬ 
bour,  in  the  ftrength  of  Chritl,  to  attain  to  the  higheft 
degrees  of  every  grace  and  virtue,  and  if  podiblc,  to 
tiiilefs  perfection:  Encourage  yourfclv.es  in  the  Lord 
your  God  ;  and  be  exhorted,  one  by  another,  as  well  as 
all  of  you  by  me,  to  do  every  thing  that  is 

excellent,  that  ye  may  be  tilled  with  the  joys  of  faith 
and  of  a  good  confidence:  join,  as  with  one  heart-and 
foul,  in  you  fenciments  of  the  great  truths  of  the  gof- 
pel,  in  your  zeal  to  promote  them,  and  in  your  Chrif-^ 
tan  temper,  one  towards  another:  Study  tbs  things  that 
make  for  peace  and  brotherly  love,  that  there  may  remain 
no  more  parry-fhifes,  or  angry  contentions,  jarrs  and 
fchifms  among  you:  And,  in  cafe  ye  be  helped  to  cul¬ 
tivate  and  abound  in  thefe  things,  ye  may  depend  upon 
it,  that  the  blelTed  God  himfclf,  who  is  the  fountain  of 
love  and  peace,  the  author,  giver,  commander  and  ap¬ 
prover  of  them,  will  take  up  his.  gracious  and  compla* 
cential  abode  with  you;  will  manifeftbls  fpecial  favour 
to  you  ;  and  will  make  you  to  increafe  with  ail  the  in* 
creafes  of  God.  (Col.  ii-  iff.) 

12  In  token  of  your  being  thus  united  in  heart,  de- 
tign  and  practice,  falute  each  other  with  a  chalte,  tin- 

cere 


n  Finally*  bre- 

lltrcii,  tiretfelt  : 
k  perfect  be  of 
pyl  cwnfirt,  be 
one  mind*  live 
hptiCt;  ah4  the 

fM  of  lore  and 


you. 


Greet  on£ 
awo- 


N  O 

*  *1  he  apoflle  taVes  hts  Leave  of  the  Cfc* 
rh'ibijM  hire,  much  in  the  time  nuoper  as  he 
wkh  them  in  his  firfl  epiftlc*  chap.  it 
j;.  which  nuy  intimate,  thut  the  points 


T  E. 
memtooed* 

principally  aimed  itL  anti  porliicd,  in 
tbctc  cp:{tlr>. 


there  and  here,  were  vlwt  he 
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JioMdfs**111  a"  CCre  an<^  re^8’ouS  kifs,  the  ufoal  fymbol  of  Chrifli.m 
«>.y  it$.  love  and  facred  friend  llifp.  {Sec  the  now  on  Rm. 

xvi,  16.) 

»j  All  the  l3  To  fet  you  an  example  of  mutual  klndnefs  and 
fiir.ts falute  you:  rcfpeft,  all  the  holy  brethren,  in  thefe  parts,  fetul  their 
affectionate  fatutarions  ;  ivi/bing,  above  all  things,  that 
your  /unit  may  profpir*  (3  John,  vet*  2.) 
uTbegncenr  14  And  as  it  was  the  pri ell’s  office  to  blefs  the 
?fc.-ft'ord  children  of  Ifracl  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  ( Num. 

bvl«rc«lt  vi*  23»“"27*)  &>  ta  t[l*  authority  which  Chriil 
the  a>mmum»n  has  given  me*  and  how  much  my  heart  is  with  von* 
of  ihc  Holy  my  prayer  for  you,  and  the  biefling,  which,  fuiuble  to 
you  ;ili»  Ameo.  *he  nature  of  the  gorpel-dirpenfation,  I*  as  hisfervaat, 
pronounce  in  his  name  upon  you,  is  this.  May  the  free 
favour,  and  gracious  prefence  and  influence  of  the 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrifl,  our  only  Saviour,  through  whom, 
and  by  whoCe  merit  and  mediation,  all  fpiritual  and 
eternal  bieQings  are  procured  and  conveyed!  And  may 
the  fetf-moving  lore  of  God  the  Father,  which  is  tfc^ 
original  fpringand  fource  of  alldifttriguittiingblefGtigs ! 
And  may  {*«*«*«)  the  richdt  communications  of  the 
Holy  Spirir,  by  whom  thefe  bleffmgs  are  eflFe&uaiiy 
applied,  and  we  are  brought  into  a  peculiar  feilowftiip 
with  the  Father  and  hisSon  Jefus  Chrift,  (1  John  u  3*) 
and  into  a  participation  of  their  love  and  grace,  in  all 
their  happy  fruits  and  effects !  May  all  this,  I  fay,  b^* 
continually  with  you,  and  abound  toward  you,  as  a 
church,  and  towards  every  individual  member  therein, 
that  all,  and  each  of  you,  may  be  completely  bleiiid 
hy  thefe  three  Divine  Pcrfons,  in  whofc  name  ye  were 
baptized,  {Matth*  xxviiu  19*}  and  who  are  undivided- 
ly  one  in  nature  and  will,  ddign  and  operation!  In 
teftimony  of  the  CncerJty  of  my  defire  of  all  theft 
great  things  for  you,  and  of  my  hope  that  it  fhall  hs 
fulfilled  in  you,  I  heartily  add,  and  would  have  every 
one  of  you  join  with  me  in  faying,  dmtn* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  nearly  doth  it  cot  cent  us  to  examine  and  prove  ourfelvcs*  whether  *.u 
be  really  united  to  Chrift  hy  faith;  and  our  date,  frame,  anti  behaviour,  hr 
proved  of  God,  nr  nut  \  If  church*  members,  contrary  to  their  holy  pro  tub  ti, 
go  toto,  and  obftinatdy  perlift  in,  fuch  evil  courfes,  as  Ihewthai  they  arc  dif 
proved  of  God;  Whnt  an  awful  neceflity  is  there  of  exercifing  Chrift*s  jmtlvri- 
ty»  in  d&ilmf;  fharply  with  them,  and  not  fparing  them*  that  they  may  be  brought 
to  repentance!  But,  O  how  much  more  dchrabfc  is.  it,  to  hAvc  them  rcclah.^d 
by  gentler  methods  i  And  with  what  care  and  tendernefa  fhould  alt  pnrvioif*  ;= 
monitions  be  given  them,  to  the  amount  of  two  or  Three  vvitru'fli:*,  before  x\.r:y 
arc  proceeded  againft  to  extremity  i  The  faithful  I'cmais  of  Chrift  will  b*  .im¬ 
proved  of  him,  In  all  the  meat  ores  they  take,,  according  to  lirs  will,  urJiaVv-r 
others  may  think  of  them  ;  and  though*  in  conformity  to  their  Lord,  they  :r,;.fce 
but  a  poof  figure  u:  the  vvyridj  and  *re  liable  to  fuUtvmgs  and  death}  liircn:!. 

the 
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the  infirmity  of  human  flefh ;  yet  what-  a  comfort  is  it  to  think,  that*  by  the 
power  of  God,  they  JhaU  be  affifled  and  owned  in  this  mtrld,  and  fhall  be  rai¬ 
led  to  live  with  Chrift  in  all  the  glory  of  the  next  J  And  bow  fain  would  they 
have  others  accepted  and  approved  of  him  too  J  They  cannot*  in  confidence* 
do  anything  knowingly  againA  tbe  juft  realms  of  things*  any  more  than  agamft 
the  gofpel  itfelf,  or  agatnft  tbofc  that  walk  upripbtly*  according  to  its  truth:  and 
they  heartily  with*  that  all  the  authority*  which  Chrift  has  ctmimitted  to  them* 
nJght  be  to  the  edification  and  faction  of  all,  and  not  to  the  tkJlris&iou  of  Any 
under  their  charge.  How  fincereW  dc  they  delire  that  every  thing  may  be  per¬ 
fected  which  concerns  the  profrfion  of  thrift's  name*  that  they  may  be  com¬ 
forted  and  encouraged,  may  agree  in  evangelical  principles  and  defigne,  may  live 
together  with  brotherly  lore,  and  may  falute  each  other,  after  the  molt  Chriftian 
manner,  in  the  Lord  \  The  God  of  love  and  peace  will  certainly  make  his  abode 
with  all  who  are  thus  united  m  faith  and  love,  and  in  the  fitllowlhip  of  the  gofpcl : 
And  that  he  may  do  fo,  it  becomes  the  miniftfrs  of  Chrift  to  kave  the  Apuftlc’a 
benediction  with  them*  faying*  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  j  and  the 
hive  of  God  the  Father;  and  the  communion  oftbe  Holy  Ghuft,  be  witb  you  all* 
Jme&*  The  Lord  grant  it  may  be  fo  witb  every  one  of  u$ ! 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

o  F  T  H  £ 

Apoftle  P  A  U  L’s  Epiftlc 

TO  TUI 

GALAT  IANS, 

In  the  Form  of  a  Par  a  r  h  r  a  s  e. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  GALATIANS, 

TH  E  conftitution  of  gofpe  1-churches  is  fo  different  from  the  na- 
fienaZ-cburch  of  the  Jews,  that  when  the  apoftle  wrote  to 
Chriftians  that  were  formed  into  feveral  religious  foci e ties  in 
Galatia ,  which  was  a  province  oi'  the  Lejfer  Afia%  he  ftikd  them  the 
churches,  (chap.  i<  2,  22.)  and  not  the  church  of  Galatia  ;  and  when  he 
fpoke  of  any  particular  aflembly  that  aflociatrd  together  for  Hated 
worfliip,  according  to  the  order  of  the  gofpel,  he  conftantly  called  it 
the  church  it  fuch  a  place  -,  as  the  church  at  Corinth,  {1  Cor.  i.  2.)  the 
church  at  Cenchrta ,  (Rom.  svi.  l.j  and  the  church  of  the  ThejJatoj.iant , 
(t  7  beff.  i.  1.)  and  the  like. 

Vof.1V.  +  V  The 
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The  G*iittian-t'\iiXTchtt  were  planted  by  the  apoftle  Patth  own  mini- 
ftry,  as  appears*  from  APIs  xvi.  6*  and  xviii,  23.  compared  with  GaL  i< 
8,  9.  ami  confuted*  very  much,  at  leaft,  of  Gentile  believers,  that 
were  converted  from  among  the  idolatrous  heathens,  {chap*  lv*  8  )  and 
had  been  admitted  to  at!  the  privileges  and  bl tilings  of  the  gofpeMtate 
without  being  circumcised.  This  was  fo  ofleufive  xojudaizing  zealots, 
and  particularly,  as  appears  from  chap  1  7.  and  v-  9,  fo*  to  fotne 
noted  fa  lie  teacher  or  teachers,  who  probably  came  from  Judea  upon 
hearing  of  it,  that  they  endeavoured,  and  that  with  too  great  fuccels, 
to  run  down  Paul  by  finking  his  apoftofic  authority  below  that  of  Pc* 
ter^  and  the  other  applies  of  the  circumcifton  ;  and  to  corrupt  the  pure 
doctrine  of  juflificution  alone  through  faith  in  Chrift,  by  fuper-iikling 
the  works  of  the  law  under  the  bond  of  circumcHion,  as  ncccfTary  for 
that  pmpofe.  Hence  they  jnfjfted,  that,  Except  a  man  were  circumci- 
fed  after  the  manner  rf  Mjfes,  he  could  not  be  favcf  and  that  he  ought 
to  keep  the  law  of  Mo/cs*  (Acls  xv*  1,  5,} ;  and  the  apoftle  himfelftcfHued 
once  and  again,  that  Every  one  who  was  circumcijbdwas  a  debtor  to  do 
the  whole  law  ;  but  that,  to  be  circumcifrd  with  this  view,  would  ren¬ 
der  Chrijl  of  none  effect  to  them ,  and  would  fubvert  the  whole  gofpcJ, 
[Gai  V-  a,  3,  4-) 

This,  as  1  apprehend,  throws  a  good  light  upon  the  main  argument 
of  this  cpdtle  :  It  Ic’s  ua  inro  the  principal  reafon  why  the  judaiziug 
Cluiiiians,  that  were  enemies  to  the  free  grace  of  the  gofpel,  or  to  fal- 
vation  alone  by  Jefus  Chrifl  through  faith  in  him,  fo  ftrenuoufly  plead* 
cd  for  the  Gentiles  being  circumcifcd :  And  wfcy  the  opoftle  fo  zea- 
loully  oppofed  it :  And  it  (hews,  that  not  only  the  works  of  the  ceremo* 
ilia!,  but  like  wife  of  the  moral  law,  were  d^figncd  tube  excluded  from 
having  any  (bare  in  the  great  fcufiuefs  of  jaftification ;  for  circumcifion 
bound  a  man  over  to  an  observance  of  the  moral  as  well  as  ceremonial 
law,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  apolile’s  faying,  {Rom*  ii*  26,  27.} 
If  the  uncircumeijion  keep  the  right eoufitefi  cf  the  ia-t?y  jbatl  not  hie  un~ 
circumcifion  be  counted  for  cireumcijhn  P  And Jlniihiot  uncircvmcifi^n^ 
which  is  by  nature^  if  it  fulfil  the  fawt  judge  thce9  who  by  the  Utter 
and  ctreumtifien,  doji  tranjgrcfs  the  law  ?  (See  the  note  there,)  And 
indeed  in  foine  pans  of  both  thefe  epiftles  (which  the  molt  proftffediy 
of  ail  others  treat  on  the  doctrine  of  juftificationjfevera)  things  are  faid 
of  the  law,  as  may  be  f'en  in  their  places,  that  mud  at  lea  ft  include 
the  moral  law  ;  and  as  thefe  Gentik-Gaiatian  converts  were  never  un¬ 
der  the  ceremonial  hw  ;  nor  under  any  divine  obligation  to  obferve  it, 
they  could  have  no  immediate  concern  with  Chrlft’s  redeeming  from  the 
ettrfc  f  the  law^  and  redeeming  them  that  were  under  the  lawt  (chap* 
Hi-  13.  ;:nd  iv,  5.)  Unkfs  it  included  redemption  from  the  moral  law 
as  a  cf»vr:mi:  cf  works,  and  from  its  curfe. 

When  the  apoftie  wrote  this  epiftle  is  yery  uncertain;  feme  think 
it  before  and  others  after,  his  fccond  journey  into  Galatia ,  which 
we  have  on  account  of  in  APIs  xviii.  23..  However,  it  is  plain  from 
GaU  t.  6.  that  it  was  foou  after  he  had  bc<?n  and  preached  among  them : 

And 
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And  as  bis  principal  defign  in  wiring  it  was  to  vindicate  his  own  apo- 
ilolic  cotnmiflion,  and  the  gorpcl>do£trine  of  jufti  fiction,  from  the 
peiverfc  attempts  of  bis  enemies  to  defeat  them;  fo,  in  the  two  firll 
chapters,  he  maintains  that  his  office,  as  an'  apoftlc,  was  immediately 
from  Cbrift,  and  no  way  inferior  to  that  of  any  other  apoltle ;  ami  ex¬ 
press  his  great  concern,  that  the  Galatians  were  fo  foon  converted  or 
turned  away  from  the  gofpd,  which  he  had  preached  to  them.  In  the 
two  next  chapters,  he  eftablilhetb  the  doctrine  of  jultiK cation  alone  by 
Cbrift  through  faith  in  him,  without  rhe  works  of  the  law.  And,  in 
the  two  laft,  he  exhorts  them  to  (Liud  fall  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Chill  bad  made  them  free ;  to  take  heed  otabufmg  that  liberty,  by  ait 
indulgence  of  the  flefh  j  and  to  exercil'c  various  Chriiti.m  graces,  and 
pratiife  feveral  duties,  which  arc  indeed  common  to  all  believers;  but 
loins  of  which  the  (late  of  things  among  them  more  especially  called 
for:  And,  to  leave  the  ftronger  impreffiun  upon  their  minds,  heclofcs 
the  whole  with  an  account  of  the  different  tempers  and  views  that  in¬ 
fluenced  him  and  the  judaizing  teachers,  and  with  his  ufual  bene¬ 
diction. 


CHAP.  I. 

Tie  apejlle  Paul  prefaces  his  epijlle  it  the  churches  of  Galatia,  with 
ajfcrting  his  apojiolic  charaEler,  in  opp'.fttiou  to  juch  as  Isjfencd  it, 
and  with  a  falutation  and  dsxokgy ,  1, — 5.  Sharply  reproves  the 
Galatians  for  fo  fan  revolting  Jrom  the  gof pel  of  Ghrift,  under  the 
influence  of  detejlable  teachers ,  6,— 10.  Proves  tin  divine  autho¬ 

rity  of  his  doEtrine  and  miffion  by  the  end  of  his  preaching,  ami  by 
his  having  received  them,  not  from  man ,  hut  by  immediate  rela¬ 
tion  from  Ghrifl  himfelf,  11,  1 2-  And,  to  convince  them  of  this, 
he  declares  what  be  was  before  his  converfion  and  calling ,  13,  14.; 
and  hew  he  behaved  after  it,  15, — 24. 


T 


PJAUL  an  apo- 
s  tile,  (hoc  of 
rc«j  neither  by 
bucbyjdiis 
Quilt,  and  God 
the  Father,  who 
railed  him  from 
ibe  dud,) 


Paraphrase# 

T  P  AU  I,  who*  whatsoever  fame  may  fu^efl  to  the 
-*■  contrary*  am  con  (tinned  an  apoftle,  not  by  any  or¬ 
dinance  of*  men,  as  in  the  cafe  of  cml^magiftratesi  (r 
Pet*  ii*  13,)  nor  in  the  ufual  way*  in  which  ordinary 
minifters  of  Chrift  are  called  to*  and  vetted  in  their  fa- 
cred  office ;  nor  by  the  choice  of  men  *  no,  nor  by 
power  communicated  to  me*  as  the  apoftlefliip  was  to 
Ata tipias t  ( Aits  i.  23*  £te?J  by  the  intervention  o£ 
any  man  whatfoever  **  but  1  received  my  qualifications, 

inltruciiom^ 

NOTE, 


*  Though  Anatuai  foretold  Pe»!t  at  h;s  itifcrc  ihe  appearance  of  hi*:  at  Tempting 
tonrtrUon,  what  uic  God  would  mike  of  any  thin ^ of  that  nature:  A ixl  though  the 
hiru,  (Afts  vxv*  t4,  ir.)  yet  he*  being  H  prophirts  and  in  ditirch  at 

koA  bin  a  miti'fijr  of  jtiferW  rank,  could  two  ft parnoi  /^/and  Bzrrxat^s  'o  (he  -,vnrh 
orduia  Bissti  to  the  apottlelhip ;  nor  U  of  the  mial&y*  (ch,  smi,  a,  3^  yd  it 

Lr  1  V3$ 
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in  (If  unions,  and  authority  for  it  by  the  immediate  call 
and  commiOion  of  Jefus  Chriit,  (. 4£is  xxii.  17*  —  21. 
andxavi.  16,  17,  18.)  and  by  the  exprefs  appointment 
of  God  the  Father,  {Afls  xxii.  14,  15.)  who  revealed 
his  Son  in  me,  that  1  might  preach  him  among  the  hea¬ 
then,  ( ver .  16.}  and  who,  by  a  judicial  act,  as  well  as 
by  the  fame  divine  power  that  wrought  in  my  convcr- 
lion,  {Eph.  i.  19,  20.)  raifed  him  from  the  dead  f,  in 
teftimony  of  his  having  com  pita  tiy  fatisficdrhe  law  and 
julticc,  and  brought  in  everlaftrng  righteoufnefs,  for 
the  jiiftiilcation  of  all  that  believe  in  him. 
ktetfiren*  *which  2  I>  aot*  a®  the  Chriltiaa  brethren  |j  here  prefent 
arc  with  me,  im-  with  me,  consenting  and  approving,  fend  this  epiftle  to 
to  the cnurches of  t[,e  fCVcral  churches,  that  by  the  bldEng  of  God  on  my 
Uaiuic;  mini  (try,  were  planted  in  the  province  of  Galatia 

3  Gnce  h  to  3  Our  hearts  defire  and  prayer  to  God  for  you  is, 

you,  and  peace  the  riches  '  of  his  free,  undeferved,  and  forfeited 
Fathered  /mw  favour  may  be  extended  to  you;  and  that  al)  the  fpiri- 
our  Lord  Jd'ui  tual  profperity,  which  is  included  in  peace  with  God, 
O1”11*  with  one  another,  and  in  each  of  your  own  fouls,  may 

abound  towards  you  from  God  the  Father,  the  firft  per- 
fon  in  the  adorable  trinity,  and  firft  mover  in  the  whole 
affair  of  ialvation  ;  and  from  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriit  the 
fecond  perfon  of  the  facred  Three,  who,  in  our  nature, 
is  the  only  mediator  between  God  and  men,  and  is  tbe 
purchafer  and  difpenfer  of  all  blellings  to  us. 

4  Who  gave  4  Who,  in  his  match lefs  condeleenfion  and  love, 

hiinfdf  jor  cur  freely  furrendered  his  foul  and  fegdy,  that  were  infinite- 
might  ediw  us  iy  dignified  by  their  perfonal  union  with  his  divine  nature, 
from  th>*  preterit  and  gave  up  his  great  and  glorious  felf  to  the  mod  painful 
pviluxrrld, accord-  an(j  fljanieful  fufferines  and  death,  as  a  propitiatory  fa¬ 
God  »nJ  our  la-  entice  to  make  atonement  for  our  fins,  who  deferred 
ihcr:  nothing  but  tribulation  and  wrath,  that  he,  on  the  foot 

of  righteouftiefs  might  by  price,  as  well  as  power,  pluck 
us  as  brands  out  of  the  fire,  and  refeue  us,  in 

his  time  and  way,  from  the  evil  temper  and  oppreffion?. 


NO 

was  the  rolniftry  to  which  Chrill  had  already 
calk'd  tiiem,  and  as  there  prophet*  ajtd  teach¬ 
ers  wrrt  likewise  officers  of  lower  link  than 
tpofiicF,  Paul  and  isnuiiij  could  not  b e 
Juppoted  to  recriTc  their  ccwumiffioii  from 
them,  who  only  foll^wd  the  rxprefi  order 
of  the  Holy  GhoA  in  uhac  they  did-  (S« 
Ibe  note  011  Afls  xiti.  3.) 

t  Wn'obiemson  this  vtrli,  how  filly 
and  livable  to  the  main  pinyon  of  this  c- 
piftkj  the  spofHe  here  fpeak*  of -God  the 
Fnhcr*  not  as  C'Mfw,  &c,  hut  as  having 
rgtfid  L'hr-Ji  from  the  dead.  And  wc  may 
Lkc  nr-lict,  that,  in  the  prehec  to.hfc  kin¬ 
dred  cpiftlc*  vhh  refpefl  to  the  great  djtf* 


trine  of  jufttficajEhm,  he,  with  like  }  tfhicfs 
of  thought,  meutions  the  rtfarreijkn  tf 
Ckrift,  (Rom.  L  4-) 

||  Tie  InlhrcB  may  either  figntfy  thofcmi* 
Difbon  tbt  were  Pjqfr  companions  in  m* 
vel,  or  the  members  of  the  church  where  he 
was  when  he  wrote  this  epiftle. 

f  The  rtafon  of  the  apoftle’s  drredlirg 
this  epiftle  to  the  churches  of  GaigHat  with* 
out  giving  1  hem  any  character,  sc  he  does  all 
the  others  that  he  wrote  to,  teems  to  he  tlidr 
general  defcftion  from  the  g real  rtofUine  of 

i'ufUficatiOD  alone  by  Cbrift,  through  faith  hi 
rim* 


Ch.  i. 


j  To  whom  ir 
jltKj  for  ever  and 
era.  Amfcn- 


$  1  msrvd  , 
rial  ye  ire  fo 
fton  removed 
from  him  that 
filled  yo«  into 
\ht  grace  of 
Ctrift,  unto  ano¬ 
ther  gpfpdt 
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defigns,  and  p radices  of  the  men  of  this  world,  from 
all  the  iniquities  that  abound  in  it,  and  from  all  the 
dangerous  fnares  and  depraved  cuftoms  and  faftiions  of 
this  degenerate  age ;  as  alfo  from  the  Je-wijb  conftitu- 
ttor>,  which  is  incapable  of  giving  us  life,  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly  corrupted  by  the  men  of  this  generation,  and 
that  he  might,  at  length,  take  us  out  of  this  mifcrable 
and  (info!  world  itfdfto  a  belter  *.  All  which  he  has 
done  according  to  the  eternal  appointment  and  good 
pleafure  of  God,  even  our  Father,  who  is  reconciled 
to  us  through  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  and  who,  on  his 
account  loves  us,  and  deals  with  us  as  his  children.. 

5  To  whom,  together  with  bis  eternal  Son  +,  all 
poffible  honour  and  praife,  in  the  mod  exalted  drains 
are  due,  and  will  be  fo  through  all  generations  on  earth, 
and  to  endlefs  ages  in  heaven,  for  this  unparalleled 
work  of  redemption,  in  which  infinite  wifdom,  power, 
juflicc,  hoiinefs,  mercy,  and  truth,  fliine  fonh  with 
united  and  endearing  glory.  For  this,  as  well  as  for 
his  own  divine  perfections,  may  he  be  glorified  as  he 
ought  to  be,  and  for  ever  will  be  !  Amen. 

6  Vt  hen  I  refle&  on  the  delightful  and  tranfeendent 

glory  of  this  fcheme  of  falvatton,  and  on  its  fui table* 
nefs  and  high  importance  to  lofl  finnerr,  as  the  only  way 
in  which  they  can  be  faved 5  I  ftand  amazed,  and  am 
grieved  at  heart  to  hear  of  your  (in  and  folly,  in  that 
fo  quickly  after  ye  had  been  made  acquainted  with  it, 
and  feemed  to  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  any  of 
you  (hou)d  be  carried  away  in  your  fentiments,  aflcc-  - 
tion,  and  practice,  not  only  from  me,  who  was  inftru- 
mental  in  calling  you  to  the  fcJlowfhip  of  the  gofpel 
but,  which  is  word  of  all,  from  the  blefliiii  God  him- 
felf,  by  whofe  com  million  I  preached  to  you,  and  who 
by  my  miniftry  called  you  to  partake  of  the  benefits  of 
redemption,  fiich  as  reconciliation  with  God,  jufliGca- 
tion  and  adoption,  and  eternal  glory,  which  are  difeo* 
vered  and  propofed  in  the  gofpel  of  ChriiVs  grace,  and 
are  bellowed  by  his  free  favour  (>"  on  them  that 

believe;  I  fay,  it  furprizesand  troubles  me,  to  think  that 

any 

NOTES.. 

(dtav)  hen  rendered  the  to  Loth,  which  i$  coDfohatic  lo  the  ufc  of  it 
id  oilw  I'an?*  of  feripture.  - 

|  It  feemc  tw  (1af,  Uw,  and  aiTliminf 
in  thciptdHc,  and  too  much  Hairing  of  the 
force  of  hU  mfomuj,  fitpj'oic,  Aith  tome* 
ti’it  he  meant  only  himitlf,  bf  for  thxi  attt* 
ao-1  yet,  as  he  w  25  mAmmcr-t**!  hi 
the  fund  of  (*oii  therein ,  and  hi$  iUthnri  j 
bc^.Lu  lo  liok  iUVfivof;  iV^lp.i,  t  have  taken  iiu* 

tice  tji  hi;  concent  in  *0,1. 


*  As  the  word 

iignifies  Itkewife/ieiajr,  or  \ 

a  ivtn  ii  jiven  to  the  pirepknfe,  th^t  takes  hi 
U*ih  thc,c  fenlcs,  and  that,  with  fome  lltth 
variatbn,  Lo  Judes  Mr  Ldfir’s  notion  of  this 
prrfcut  age.  (See  his  note  on  the  place.) 

f  It  being  doubt  fa]  whether,  to  wb«* ti, 
ireins  Chnftp  who  jf avt  iiw/W/  for  o+r  ji as H 
&c,  or  God  the  Father,  awrdiH£  tt  -whofe 
vu'i  he  did  it ;  1  hare  formed  the  doxolngy 
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7  Which  is  po* 
3TM>*:icr  ;  but 
there  Le  fome 
liut  trouble  you, 
and  would  per¬ 
ron  the  Kufpcj  of 
Chrtft. 


8  But  though 
we,  or  an  *i'gei 
fro  in  heaven  , 

prc^rii  any  o;hcr 
ur  to  you* 
lhao  that  ninth 
wc  tun  preach- 
cA  unto  you,  let 

him  beatturied. 


5  As«  fdld 
before,  fo  fiy  I 
row  again.  If  any 
*:.■**  preach  auy 
other  gafpel  unto 
T*W,  than  that  ye 
hive  received,  let 
h;iu  bo  accur  jcd« 


I©  For  r*n  \ 
n©w  perfhade 
men,  or'  tjoi* 
or 


any  of  you  (hould  be  fo  foon  in  danger,  at  leati,  of  be* 
ing  turned  off  from  all  this  to  a  tirange  and  quite  dif* 
ferent  fort  of  gofpel,  as  introducing  the  do&rine  of  juf- 
tificarion  to  life  by  the  works  of  the  iiw,  together  with 
faith  in  Chrifh 

■  7  Which,  how  fond  foever  fome  may  be  of  it,  is  in 
reality  no  gofpA  at  all ;  it  being  fo  far  from  bringing 
glad  tidings  of  falvation,  that  it  fets  the  tinner's  pardon 
and  acceptance  with  God*  upon  impracticable  terms  \ 
and  fo  whatever  it  may  he  called,  it  can  with  no  pro¬ 
priety  be  titled  another  gofpel:  I  therefore  pity  thofe 
of  you  that  have  unwarily  embraced  it ;  and  am  feufible, 
that  unlefs  ye  have  been  tmpofed  upon  by ^ cunning  le- 
duccrs,  ye  would  never  have  been  drawn  into  it  ;  but, 
as  I  hear,  there  are  fome  judaiztJig  faife  teachers  crept 
in  among,  you  that  by  various  means  dittrefs,  (hock, 
and  perplex  you,  and  would  fain  over  turn  that  hleiHd 
gofpe),  of  which  Chriff  is  the  author,  fubjetl,  acid  end, 
and  would  make  quite  another  „  thing  of  it  than  it  is 
in  truth  \  and  the  better  to  gain  their  ends,  they  fuggeff 
as  if  Pcter>  and  the  other  apoftles,  and  even  I  myfdf, 
pre:tehed  up  the  works  of  the  law  with  faith  in  Chriti, 
as  nccellary  to  jiUiificatioiu  ( Chap *  ii.  17,-31*} 

8  But  this  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  I  am  bold 
to  affirm,  that  whoever  he  be,  fuppofe  itpoffible  that  it 
ihould  be  either  myfelf,  or  any  other  apoftleof  Chriti, 
or  even  an  angel  come  down  from  heaven  i  be  he  who 
he  will,  and  let  his  pretentions  be  what  they  will,  if  he 
were  to  publrfh  among  you  any  other  fyftern  of  doctrine 
for  the  r&miflion  of  fins,  and  for  rightecufhefs  to  eter* 
nal  life,  contrary  to  that  which  I  at  fir  ft  delivered  to  you 
under  the  mfpimion  of  the  Spirit,  he  ffiould  be  rejected 
as  one  accuried  of  God,  and  devoted  to  deftruflion* 

9  As  1  have  now  already  faid,  I  repeat  it  with  deli¬ 
beration  and  earneftnets,  as  a  matter  of  the  greatetiim* 
portance,  If  any  one,  (»  be  he  man  or  angel,  rake 
upon  him  to  preach  up  any  other  feheme  of  doclriite, 
which  he  may  frlfcly  call  the  gofpel,  but  is  incontiflent 
with  and  fubverfive  of  that  which  ye  profcfledtu  receive 
and  feemed  to  embrace  with  faith  and  love  when  I 
preached  to  you,  he  is  to  be  rejected  as  one  abandoned 
of  God,  and  is  to  Ik  dtfdained  by  you,  as  well  as  by 
Mm,  Though  this  may  found  harfb,  and  be  very 
often  five  to  the  ears  of  fome  that  may  think  it  a  hard 
faying;  I  am  bold  to  pronounce  it,  in  my  Lord  and 
Ma  tier’s  name,  that  none  may  dare  to  pervert  his  gofpel. 

to  Fcr  as  to  myfelf,  whatfoever  mine  enemies  may 
maiidcufly  fay  againft  me.  Is  it  now,  after  I  have  been 

fo 


Cb.i. 

or  do  T  to 
pUife  men  ?  for 
if  1  yet  pleated 
mm  I  fhrmltl  jtet 
l>c  il^c  JWvuut  of 

Ouift, 


t  t  But  I  wri- 
fr  yfni.  brethren, 
tJijt  the .  grjtpel 
which  was.  pic  *<h- 
etl  of  me  is  not 
afcef  man  ; 


Fdt  I  nri* 
tHer  received  it 
of  man*  neither 
vit  1  taught  i/, 
hut  hyihc  icvthi- 
t=flr|  of  JchlS 

Chrift* 


i  $  For  ye  hive 
Wrd  of-my  con- 
TirLa'iou  in  umc 
p*»K  in  the  Jc*t 
rdi^ion,  /^ivihat 
UvonH  rreifure  l 
pcfilvutcd  the 
ehiirch  of  God, 
and  waited  it : 
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fo  long  conrcrted  and  employed  in  the  miniftry,  anti 
hare  fuffered  fo  many  things  for  Chriil  }  Is  it  now,  af¬ 
ter  all,  tqy  ambition,  defire,  and  aim  in  nv*  preaching, 
to  peri’uade  people  in  matreis  of  religion,  to  receive  the 
.  doftrine  of  men,  and  yield  obedience  to  them  ?  Or,  is  it 
not  evident,  on  the  contrary,  tbar-f  therein  labour  toper- 
fuadetbemto  embrace  the  gefpelof  God, and  yield  obedi¬ 
ence  to  him,  that  he  may  he  glorified  ?  Or,  do  I  make  it  my 
bufinefs  and  concern  to  ingratiate  myfcl  ('with  men  fuch  as 
the  Jeviijb  zealots,  that!  may  gain  their  favour  and  ap- 
piaufe,  and  may  avoid  their  frowns  and  terrors  ?  No  this  is 
far  from  my  intention ;  I  abhor  the  thought ;  for  if  I  were 
(lill  to  continue  to  feek  the  favour  of  men,  and  ferve 
their  corrupt  humours  and  defigns,  us  I  did  in  the  days 
of  my  jiidaifm  and  nnregeneracy,  {A£ls  is.  1,  ».)  I 
fhould  never  have  lifted  into  the  iervice  of  Chrift ;  nor 
(hould  I  now  be  his  faithful  fervant,  as  I  prefefs  and 
count  it  my  honour,  and  am  above  all  things  elfe  foli- 
citous  to  approve  myfclt  to  be. 

1 1  But  (till  further,  to  fatisfy  you  that  I  really  am 
fo,  I  allure  you,  my  brethren  in  the  faith,  and  make  it 
inanifelL  by  all  the  figns  of  apofllefliip,  ih.vC  the 

gofpel  of  falvation  alone  by  Jefus  Chrift,  which  has 
been  conftantly  preached  by  me  wherever  I  have  been, 
is  neither  formed  according  to  man’s  natural  tafte  and 
temper,  or  for  promoting  his  worldly  honour  or  inter- 
efts;  nor  is  it  owing  to  the  authority,  contrivance,  or 
dictates  of  man. 

1  a  For  I  neither  received  my  commiftiou  to  prerch 
it  by  the  intervention  of  any  mere  man  whatfoever,  no 
not  from  any  of  the  apoflles  themfelves ;  nor  was  I 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  it  hy  any  human  inftruc- 
tion,  but  both  my  authority  to  preach  it,  and  all  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  k,  were  communicated  to  me  by  an 
immediate  revelation  from  him,  who  is  God  as  well  as 
man,  even  Jefus  Chrift  himfJf,  aud  that  after  his  refur- 
■  region  from  the  dead,  (vcr.  1.)  and  exaltation  to  his 
heavenly  kingdom,  which  made  way  tor  its  being  fet 
forth  in  all  its  fulnef*  and  glory. 

13  For  ye  cannot  but  have  heard  abundantly  of  my 
former  behaviour  in  my  ftate  of  judaifn,  when  I  was  a 
zealous  profeflor  and  pradlifer  of  that  religion,  and  fuch 
a  bitter  enemy  to  all  that  departed  from  it,  that  I  cruel¬ 
ly  perfecutedthemembers  of  the  New  Tt«  (lamer,  t-church 
of  the  living  God,  which,  in  its  catholic  confideration, 
tonfifts  of  the  vifible  profetlhr#  of  Chr ill’s  name,  where* 
ever  they  are  fcattered  over  th-t  late  of  the  earth  ;  and 
I  was  fo  exceflivcly  mad  and  outrageous  agaimt  them, 

as 
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Cb.  t. 


T4  A  11*1  profit¬ 
ed  in  die  Jewsic- 
li|ion  above  mi* 
ry  my  oquaii  In 
mine  c.vfi 
being  more  ex¬ 
ceedingly  zealous 
rif  die  traditions 
of  my  faiJier*, 


1 1  Urn  when  it 
pleattdGod,  *ho 
parted  rnefrora 
my  mother’s 
womb,  and atied 
m  by  his  grare. 


if  To  reveal 

his  Sim  in  me, 
that  1  might 
prrjt-b  him  a- 
mong  diu  hra* 
then  ;  inimeJi* 
ttcly  I  conferred 
r*o:  with  Ac£h  and 
hlooJ: 


as  to  bind  and  dra£  forne  of  them  to  prifon*  and  caufe 
others  of  them  to  fly  their  country*  others  to  renounce 
Chrift,  and  others  to  be  put  to  death  :  In  this  manner 
I  made  dreadful  havoc  among  them*  and  did  my  utmoft 
to  deftroy  them*  root  and  blanch*  {j$£ls  viii.  3.  and  ix. 
1*  2*  amt  xxvi.  10*  11.)  like  a  furious  warrior*  when  he 
purfucs  the  flying  enemy*  and  when  he  ftorms  a  town 

14  And  at  the  fame  time,  I  vac  a  great  proficient 
in  the  knowledge  and  obfenration  of  all  the  religious 
laws,  do&rines,  and  cuftoms  of  the  Jews,  even  to  their 
mod  minute  rites  and  ceremonies;  and  laboured  to  pro¬ 
pagate  them  beyond  moil  cf  my  years  and  Handing  a- 
inong  my  own  countrymen;  being  more  eminently  and 
remarkably  zealous  than  they  generally  were,  or  than 
is  commonly  known,  for  all  the  traditions  of  my  ancef* 
tors,  as  they  have  been  handed  down  from  one  gene¬ 
ration  to  another,  whether  they  were  fuch  as  were 
founded  in  a  divine  authority,  or  not.  It  cannot  there¬ 
fore  be  reafonably  fuppofed,  that  To  thorough  a  bigot 
as  1  was,  fhould,  all  at  once,  abandon  my  former  dar* 
ling  fentimems,  temper,  and  courfe  of  life,  in  which 
I  had  been  educated  and  riveted  from  my  childhood  up, 
and  fhould  embrace  and  preach  Chrift  and  the  gofpel, 
in  direct  opposition  thereunto,  and  to  all  my  fecular  in- 
tcrefts,  without  fonie  extraordinary  call  and  divine  in¬ 
fluence  from  heaven. 

15  But  when  God,  who  of  his  mere  good  pleafurc, 

without  merit  as  foremen  in  me,  had  fet  me 

apart  for  himfelf  and  his  fervice,  as  he  did  the  prophet 
Jeremiah ,  {chap.  i.  5.)  before  I  was  born,  and  at  the 
very  time  of  his  bringing  me  forth  out  of  my  mother’s 
womb ;  and  who  accordingly  afterwards,  in  tne  exceed¬ 
ing  riches  of  his  fovereign  and  diftinguifhing  grace, 
whill\  I  was  going  upon  a  perfecting  errand  to  Damas¬ 
cus,  called  me  by  an  extraordinary  miraculous  appear¬ 
ance  and  voice  from  heaven,  and  by  a  powerful  irrefif- 
tible  impteflion  upon  my  heart,  to  make  me  both  a 
Chriftian  and  a  mimller,  {A3s  lx.  3,-22.) 

16  When,  I  fay,  it  feemed  good  in  his  fight,  who 
delights  in  mercy,  to  make  a  clear  and  full  difeovery 
of  his  dear  Son,  in  all  the  glory  of  his  perfon  and  of* 
flees;  rightcouinefs,  and  grace,  not  only  to  me ,  by  ex¬ 
ternal  declaration,  bur  likewife  in  me  by  internal  and 
efficacious  illumination,  (2  Cor.  iv.  6.)  that  I  might 
both  know  and  receive  him  for  the  falvation  of  my  own 
foul,  and  might  preach  him  to  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as 
Jews  ;  I  did  net  Hand  to  confult  the  inclinations,  eafe, 

and 
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and  comforts  of  animal  nature,  which  confide  of  fieih 
and  blood,  nor  with  the  di&aecs  of  human  policy,  re* 
.latingto  my  worldly  honour  and  interefts  as  a  man,  or 
relating  to  the  apparent  rifts,  reproaches,  and  dangers, 
that!  might  be  expofed  unto  by  complying  with  this  hea¬ 
venly  call*  v  nor  did  1  advife.  with  any  mortal  man 
whatfoever  about  my  doty,  in  a  cafe  which  was  made 
fo  di finely  plain  to  me. 

tj  Neither  went  .  1 7  No,  nor  did  I  fo  much  as  go  up  to  JerufaUm  to 

[»(iwj crucian,  receive  any  further  in flruQions  or  authority  from  thofe 
Wt  »poftl«b^  that  were  called  to  the  apoftieihip  before  me  j  being 
bet  I  entirely  fatisfied  with  that  immediate  light  and  commif- 
weiit  into  Am-  [}on  b ich  I  Had  received  from  the  Lord  Jefus  him- 

felf '  But  having  begun  my  miniltry  at  Dama/tus*  where 
retail.  my  con ver lion  was  publicly  known,  (A Sis  ix,  20.)  I 

went  forthwith  +  firft  of  all  into  diftant  parts  to  preach 
Chrift  to  the  Jews,  in  the  country  of  Arabia,  where 
no  apoitle  had  been  before  me,  and  i  had  no  opportu¬ 
nity  of  converting  with  any  of  them  j  and  from  thence 
I  returned  back  to  Dama/cvs. 

it  TWn  »fter  I®  Then,  three  years  after  God  had  made  this  won- 
ttacrurclvcnt  derful  change  upon  me  %,  I  took  a  journey  to  Jerufa- 
1$  to  jeru&icm,  fan,  not  to  increafie  my  knowledge  of  the  gofpd,  or  to 
ride  with’ bit!  have  my  commidion  confirmed  for  preaching  it,  but 
itond^  only  to  make  a  brotherly  vifit  to  Peter,  that  great  apo- 
ftle  of  the  circumcifion,  that  I  might  have  the  pleauire 
of  converting  a  little  with  him,  and  of  hearing 'what 
the  Lord  bad  done  by  bis  and  his  brethren;  mimftry  in 
thofe  parts,  and  of  telling  them  what  he  had  Itkcwife 
done  by  mine  in  other  places,  fince  he  had  called  me 
by  his  grace:  And  Barnabas  having  introduced  me  to 
him,  and  toldbira  how  I  had  fecn  the  Lord  in  the  way, 
who  had  fpoken  to  me,  and  how  I  had  preached  boldly 
ar  Damafcus  in  rhe  name  of  Jefus,  (ASis  ix.  77.)  he 
readily  received  me  as  a  faithful  difciple  and  minifter 
of  Chrill,  and  l  tarried  with  him  no  more  than  fifteen 
drys. 


NOTES. 


19  But 


*  AsJUfi  and  bleed a  JcfcriptSon  of  mor*  cipaliy  relate*  to*  Tuuntinio  .Arabia,  which 
tilimn,  aodthe  ap^ftle  had  fpoke/(vcr,  ic.)  probably  was  to  preach  the  gofpel,  though 
of  his  faking  to  plcaft  not  man*  tm  God  ;  not  menikuicd*  that  being  of  &o  importance 
hU  cwfilttag  w.:i&  fltjb  and  tiwaf,  *n-  y  10  his  argument,  which  was  to  flic*  that  ho 
take  in  his  not  brings  influenced  by  a  regard  u-a*>  completely  flirt,  Hhtd  tmmcdLtcly  from 
to  human  worldly  in  rcrefU,  as  we  1 1  is  his  no?  Chrift  hjmtdr  for  hit  nuniltarial  office,  he* 
fchiting  with  men;  and  fo  what  he  here  foie  he  hud  the  lea  ft  comm  unication  with  any 
fiys  will  be  different  from  what  he  add*  in  oik  of  ihe  apoflics* 

tU  nett  vetfe,  and  wilt  help  to  fmni  a  more  J  Th:s  wvs  the  firft  time  of  ihc  apoflle** 
bcAiHifnl  gradation,  4 h*n  if  we  take  it  to  be  gwn«  to  ^crafilfm  fince  his  lomrerfion, 
Jiilic  more  thin  explicatory  of  this,  which  was  leveled  years  Itcfore  he  became  an 

t  Though  the  word  immediaie**  i*  placed  ^polite*  (tic;  the  notes  on  A£U  i*-  17,  and 
iti  I  before  /  fcnfrrrr/f  koS  ivtfh  tfW  t-iccd,  jtlii.  j-J 
^cr.  ttf,)  ye*,  ^  Mr  Lwkt  obitrvtt,  :.i  pciis^ 
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rp  Bi.it  otli«rof 
the  apu^ka  I 
none*  fbvs  James 
the  Lord's  br»* 
tb*r* 


10  Naur  the 

things  vhkh  I 
write  lUltO  ynnp 
Ik)i«M  ,  before 
Gud  i  tic  rtot. 


±1  Afterward* 
I  nmc  into  rbe 
region*  of  Syria 
*nd  Qlkii ; 


11  And  was  do* 
toowii  by  face 
unto  the  cborcbe* 
of  Jndra*  n  Hiefc 
were  in  Ghrrtf : 


But  ibey  had 
beard  o^ly-*  That 
lie  whidt  pttfo- 
■catcd  us  in  Lillies 
paft,  now  prradi- 
cib  the  faith 
which  aiice  he  de- 
thojtd. 


*4  And  they 
ebrtfed  God  m 
me* 


19  But  1  did  not  fo  much  as  fee  any  other  of  the  a- 
po flies,  except  one,  who  was  then  at  JtruJalcm  iik-;- 
wife  ;  and  that  w-is  Jnmes  the  juft,  who  was  brother  or 
kinfman  to  our  Lord  Jefus  according  to  the  flelh :  So 
that  there  is  no  room  to  imagine  that  I  received  my 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  or  my  com  million  to  preach 
it,  from  the  apoftoiic  college. 

20  And  (Jf)  as  theft  things  are  of  great  importance 
for  vindicating  my  chara&er  and  the  do&riue  1  preach, 
both  of  which  have  been  traduced  by  fomc  among  yon : 
Pray  obforve,  I  call  the  great  God  to  witnefs,  and  de¬ 
clare  with  ail  the  folemnity  of  a  religious  oath  in  his 
peuttraring  light,  to  whom  1  mull  one  day  giv.-  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  ail  the  fa£l$  I  am  rehearing  to  you  arc 
ftriltiy  true ;  there  is  no  manner  of  deceit  or  lalihood 
in  my  representation  of  any  of  them. 

21  After  this  fhort  vifit  at  Jerufalem ,  I  travelled  in¬ 
to  the  provinces  of  Syria  and  Cilicia ,  fome  of  the  bre¬ 
thren  at  that  church  attending  me  in  my  way  thither, 
a*  far  as  Ccfaria,  and  fending  me  from  thence  to  Ter~ 
Jus  with  the  kindeft  cxprelQons  of  their  care  and  con¬ 
cern  for  my  fafety,  {/lets  ix.  30.)  which  fliewed  tbe:r 
approbation  of  me. 

22  But  (Jt)  all  this  while,  I  was  not  perfonaily  known 
to  any  of  the  other  churches  of  Jude<t>  that  were  joined 
together  in  the  faith  and  fellow fliip  of  the  gofpel,  as 
believers  in  Chrtft,  who  profeffionaliy,  and,  in  tKc 
judgment  of  charity,  really  are  united  to  him  $  and  lb 
I  cannot  be  fuppoftd  to  have  gathered  my  light  i:t 
the  gofpel,  from  them,  any  more  than  from  the  apo- 
ftles. 

23  AU  the  knowledge  they  had  of  me  was  only  by 
accounts  which  they  had  received  and  propagated  with 
admiration  and  joy  among  themfelves,  that  the  noted 
Sattlt  who  formerly  was  the  bitrereft  perfecuror  of  the 
Cbriftians,  was  now  hirafelf  a  preacher  of  tbofe  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel  which  they  believ-*,  and  which  tie 
before  did  his  utmoft  to  fupprefs;  and  fo  is  now  In¬ 
come  a  helper  of  their  faith,  whom  he  before  endea¬ 
voured  to  deftroy  for  their  profellion  of  it. 

24  And  thereupon  they  rendered  hearty  thanks  and 
praifes^to  God  for  the  grace  that  he  had  to  freely  and 
wonderfully  bellowed  on  me,  the  chief  of  tinners:  and 
for  the  rich  advantage  that  accrued  to  the  caofe  of 
Chrift,  as  well  as  to  my  own  foul,  by  this  mercitul 
and  remarkable  change  that  had  been  wrought  in  me. 


R  E  C  O  L. 
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RECOLLECTIONS, 

Whh  what  entire  ftrUfaftion  may  w  *lepen<hupo[>  the  divine  authority  of  the 
pfpd,  which  wr»s  delivered  by  The  apoftk  P;;u\,  who  ha 9  teftified,  even  upon 
oath,  that  he  received  \U  Together  witU  his  com  million  to  preach  it>  not  from 
ary  meer  man,  but  immediately  from  Jtfus  Chrift,  who  U  God-man  !  He  « 
tri&nlly  Hod,  as  alt  nmuflerul,  apoftofie  authority,  f pi  ritual  bldlrngs,  and  the 
whale  of  the  jrnfpeh Relation*  piceced  jointly  and  equally  from  the  Father  and 
him,  in didinition  from,  ami  in  oppofition  to,  all  that  is  derived  from  men; 
.arid  he  is  as  evidently  Man,  as  he  died  and  rofe  again  from  the  dead:  AmlO 
li sir  infaiitcly  important  and  beneficial  is  his  death*  who  pave  hsmfelf  an  atoning 
fanifice  for  our  Jins,  That  he  might  deliver  m  from  them,  and  from  all  the  evils 
ei  t>.i$  preterit  world,  acceding  to  the  gracious  appointment  of  God  our  Father; 
and  whole  refurre^tioo  is  a  high  tienioiillT&tiun  of  the  acceptable  nefs  and  efficacy 
yc  his  death  for  tlirfe  great  and  holy  purpoles  j  On  this  foot  we  may  comfort-* 
ably  hope  for  grace  and  ptp.ee  from  the  Father  and  Son  ;  end  if  grace  be  extend* 
<d  10  us,  ive  cannot  fail  of  pvuce.  Hiit  with  what  holy  deteftaiion  Jhould  we 
rdrtt  thole  that  would  corrupt  the  goipvl  of  Chvift,  and  fubftitute  another  pre- 
tattled  gofpcl  in  its  flood,  fur  j::ft'ific3tiGji  in  any  other  way,  thau  alone  through 
faith  in  him  l  How  grievous  -md  aftoniihhig  is  it,’  that  any,  who  oticc  feemed  to 
embrace  This  hlefiVd  gdpri,  Ihould  be  turned'  alkie  from  it  to  fomc  other  fcheme 
of  rtuflrirc,  w  hich  in  reality  is  no  pnfp d  at  all,  and  never  can  bring  falvatiou  to 
diem  J  And  how  heavy  in  the  curie  that  lyes  upon  thoft  that  pervert  them  l  But 
0,  wbat  a  wonderful  and  happy  change  does  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  make, 
when  it  effectually  reaches  the  heart  i  It  reveals  thrift  in  them  that  were  utter 
Irangm  To  him  before:  anil  makes  them  ready  to  confefs  the '  ignorance  and  cr- 
t;e  that  they  fonnerfy  gloried  in  t  it  turns  the  greateft  bigots  fur  fiiperfriiiou  and 
iuT.an  traditions,  and  the  moll  inveterate  enemies  to  Chrift  into  fincere  beiic* 
fers;  it  changes  the  moft  furious  perfeeutors  of  his  people  into  true  lovers  of 
fcim  and  them,  and  into  zealous  preachers  of  that  gofpcl  which  they  before  fought 
to  dertroy  ;  and  it  makes  them  Inch  faithful  fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  no  long* 
trfeek  to  pleafe  mcr,  by  any  Inful  compliances  with  tlicmj  and  when  he  calls 
them  to  his  wort,  for  which  he  feparated  them  in  his  own  pnrpofe,  when  they 
were  bom,  and  even  before  afi  worida,  they  yield  obedience  to  him,  without 
confcilting  the  interelts  of  the  Hdh,  or  the  opinion  of  men.  And  O  what  mat¬ 
ter  of  thauklgiving  and  joy  is  it  to  Ids  cfcniv.ln-s,  wherever  they  hear  of  fiich  mo¬ 
numents  bring  railed  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  pncct  whether  they  have 
enrfeen  their  facts  or  not  l  They  glorify  God  for  his  power  and  mercy  in  fa- 
mg  them,  and  for  all  the  ftrvice  to  his  people  and  caulc  that  is  done,  and  may  be 
further  hoped  for  by  them. 


CHAP-  II. 

Tie  apofih  further  proves  the  divine  authority  of  his  doEirlne  and  mif- 
/ton  by  James,  Peter  and  John*;  owning  h'un  tf/u/Bamabas,  at  apo/Ues  of 
ihe  Gentiles,  and  receiving  Titus  a  Greek  info  their  ChrijHan  eommu- 
nhft7  -without  hh  being  circumcifcd>  if— 10.  Gives  an  account  of 
another  interview  with  Peter  at  Antioch,  where  he  publicly  oppofed 
him  for  Judnizing,  I  T>—  1 4,  ;  and  takes  oeeafmi  from  thence  to  enter 
upon  this  main  point  in  vieu'y  relating  to  juflifcation  by  fait  bin 
Chrijt >  without  the  work s  of  the  law t  15, — 21* 


Para* 


3i  6 


Ch.  ii. 


Tig  EpifiU  to  the  GalaTIAns  paraphra/td. 


Tekt  Paraphrase. 

'j'Hcn  fourteen  A  Si  further  evidence  that  my  apoftolic  infl  nifliom 
y*ar»  *fi«r  I  an(j  commiftion  are  immediately  from  Cltrift  him- 
Jwiiaie klf*  t  would  add,  that  I  never  faw  an  y  of  the  apoftlcs 
Barnabas  *  and  again  til!  eleven  years  after  my  forementioned  vifit  to 
with  Peter,  (chap.  i.  18.)  when,  *  foaneen  years  from  the 
n,e  *  time  of  my  conversion,  I  made  a  joamey  to  Jerufalem , 

in  company  with  my  beloved  brother  Barnabas,  my 
colleague  in  the  apoftlefhiplto  the  Gentilet ,  (Alls  xv.  2.) 
taking  Titus  alfo,  a  ferious  and  excellent  young  man, 
and  minister  of  Cbrift,  along  with  me. 

*  And  I  went  a  And  I  then  went  tip  to  the  church  there,  not  to 
«P  by  rerchtuMi,  be  taught,  or  confirmed  in  my  office,  by  them,  or  by 
ed untothero that  l^e  apoflles  that  were  with  them  }  but  on  an  important 
gofpcl  which  1  occ.ifion  relating  to  the  dreum  citing  of  the  believing 
preach  among  the  Gentiles ,  which  fome  vehemently  contended  for,  as  ne- 
vatSyTo  them  cefiary  to  falvation.  xv.  I,  5.  See  the  note  there.) 
which  were  of  re-  And  this  I  did  by  fpeciat  direction  from  the  Lord  f, 
an**ti0mt»o?  **1  *°  ma'nta*n  tbe  truth  and  purity  of  the  gofpel,  accotd- 
SwU^ra!!*  or  *nP  r<>  tbe  revelation  that  had  been  made  of  it  to  me  : 
had  ran  in  rain.  Aud  when  1  came  thither,  fo  far  was  I  from  receiving 
the  gofpcl  from  them,  that  1  explained  it  in 

its  full  extpnt  to.  them,  fetting  It  forth  at  large,  as  I 
preached  it  amoug  the  idolatrous,  as  welt  as  other  Gen- 
tiles ;  and  declaring  what  glorious  fuccefs  God  had  gi* 
ven  me  in  that  work,  (Alls  xv.  4,  12.}  Out  I  did  this 
at  firft  only  in  a  private  manner  to  perfons  of  the  great- 
eft  eminence  and  influence  among  them,  alone  and  be¬ 
tween  ourfelves,  (fee  the  note  on  At Is  xv.  3.)  as  think¬ 
ing  this  to  be  the  mod  prudent  method  of  proceeding, 
left  if  chofe  of  the  judaizing  party  Ihould  have  had  a 
full  and  plain  account  of  it  before  they  had  been  fofc* 
ened  by  peifons  of  the  great  eft  efteem  and  reputation 


NOTES. 


among 


*  This  wai  not  the  apoftle's  fecund  jour¬ 
ney  to  wKfn,  whiLA  he  was  pray¬ 

ing  in  the  temple,  he  was  in  a  trance,  and 
v  Clirift  in  perfort ;  which  he  fpeak*  of, 
A  ft*  wii*  1  y,  18.  and  when  he  probably  re¬ 
ceived  hi*  apoftdtic  commirtjuo  to  the  Gf*- 
(fte  the  note  on  Arts  in .  17  ■}  But  whit 
lie  here  freak*  of  i*  liu  third  journey  to  Jr- 
rufaitm,  which  he  took  with  Bj rna£^s  on  oc- 
cafon  of  the  diftmte  ihat  had  been  railed  at 
An H^:b  aboat  eireminfmg  rHe  cunvmcd 
GtwtiUif  AOs  xv.  ]  *—4.  which  mofl  pro¬ 
bably  was  about  fourteen  y ear*  after  hit  con* 
verfiem,  and  con&tpu-aUy  but  eleven  at:er 
Itril  joeTiiey  thither,  mentioned  01.  iS. 
And  he  had  been  ai  Jcrufafarntn  car¬ 

ry  thither,  fArts  19,  30*  tfhi  *ii, 
?  f*)  thde  tuo  jonrrW,  yet,  as  he 

tbeg  faw  none  of  the  aportk  *  k  ass  n?:d^ 


left  for  him  ro  take  any  notice  of  it  ha;. 
(See  Dr  H' Alter uixc  on  tht*  vene*} 

f  Bj  rrvt  fatten  (ucla  *)  is  U"* 

derftood  by  foote  to  fortify  that  the  jpnlll  s 
went  attordmx  to  the  Jpcciat  appoint roan  of 
God  as  intimated  by  tr.c  iiaty  Glrift  to  the 
prophets  of  the  church  at  A«6erk  and  to  him* 
J*Hf,  to  com  ply  with  their  deft  re  of  hispufjff 
ott  thrir  mefldge  to  ytrafatea t;  but  othrr 
lake  it  to  mean,  that  in  thk  journey  he  *eb;J 
fu  it  able  to  the  revelation  which  cf>n/tiri:;r.l 
him  the  apoftle  of  the  Goart'/tt,  teUin;  tlr 
church  at  Jtrxjafam  what  things  he  h.iflilw.i* 
among  the  Gtvirfcs  in  purlujnct  of  k  : 

Dr  frtalhji  note.)  Amt « ^he 
of  the  vortft*  and  ihe  (ruth  of  the  tart,  ir:y 
agree  to  either  of  theft  fcnfcs,  1  have 
them  both  a  place  in  the  paraphriiil* 
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j  Eiit  rrithct 
Tiii:^  tfho  was 
hfthae,  being  a 
Grcri,  ins  cum* 
piled  to  be  cir* 
axa£d: 


i  And  that  le- 
opr  of  hlfe  k«* 
tin  imjwits 
hnu^it  id,  who 
eim*ia  privily  eo 
tyoui  our  liber* 
ij  iriiich  uehavc 
b  Chrift  Jcfus, 
itoi  they  Plight 
Wing  njintu  bau- 
*?' 


jTo  wboro  we 
p^e  place  by  fub- 
jrffrvviio  not  for 
ar.  Sjiir;  that  the 
inth  of  the  %af~ 
pci  mi«bt  conti- 
ste  vUh  you. 


among  them,  that  would  own  or  countenance  me  in  it, 
they  fhould  have .  raifed  furious  clamours  again  ft  me, 
and  hy  one  means  or  other  fhould  have  defeated,  in  fome 
degree  at  leaft,  the  good  effe£k  of  thofe  Cervices  that  I 
had  further  to  carry  on  among  the  Gentiles  ;  and  even 
of  thofe  that  I  had  already  been  engaged  in  with  hap¬ 
py  fuccefs,  and  with  great  labour,  earneftnefs,  and  con¬ 
cern,  like  one  that  lays  himfelf  out  to  the  utmoft  in  run¬ 
ning  a  race. 

3  But  to  fhew  how  ftedfaftly  and  openly  I  flock  to 
my  own  principles,  and  how  far  1  was  from  going  in¬ 
to  any  thing,  either  in  my  preaching  or  conduct,  that 
looked  like  encouraging  an  obfervation  of  the  Mofaie ' 
law,  as  neceflary  to  a  man's  being  juftined  and  fared,  I 
carried  Titus  along  wirh  me,  as  has  been  fa  id  {vcr.  1.)- 
who,  tho*  a  Greek ,  and  fo  a  Gentile  by  birth,  was  not 
conftrained  to  be  circumcifed  at  his  ennverfion  and  ad- 
mi  Cion  into  the  mtniftry  ;  nor  when  I  brought  him  to 
the  apoftles  at  Jerusalem ,  did  any  of  them  iufift  on  his 
being  fo. 

4  And  I  took  this  Cbriftian  raimfter  ^long  with  me, 
without  faltering  him  to  he  circumcifed,  on  purpofe  to 
bear  a  public  tefiimony  againft  the  erroneous  opinion  of 
fome  of  the  Pharifaical  fe£t,  who  pretending  to  be  be¬ 
lievers  in  Chrift,  bad  come  from  Judea  1  and,  having 
been  artfully  introduced,  infatuated  thenjfelves  among 
the  converts  at  Antioch,  (A£fs  zv.  1,  5.}  *  under  the 
colour  of  Cbriftian  friends  and  brethren,  that  they  might 
have  the  better  opportunity  for  narrowly  infpe&ing  our 
principles  and  conduft,  and  for  cavilling  againft  that 
holy  freedom  which  wc  are  partakers  of  by  Chrift  the 
only  Saviour;  and  that  they  might  inipofe  circumcifion 
as  a  badge  and  bond  of  fubjeftion  to  the  Mofaie  law, 
as  if  he  had  not  delivered  them  that  believe  in  him  from 
that  covenant  and  its  curfe. 

5  This  was  fuch  a  bold  and  dangerous  infult  upon 
the  purity  of  the  gofpel-dodrine  of  juftification  alone 
hy  Chrift,  through  faith  in  him,  that  how  allowable 
foever  in  fome  cafes,  and  under  fome  confident  ions, 
it  may  he  to  give  way  for  a  time  to  the  weaknefles  and 
prejudices  of  honeft  Chriftians,  with  regard  to  the 
circumcilion  of  Jev.iJb  converts,  (fee  the  note  and 
paraphrafe  on  AQs  xvi.  3.)  ;  yet  when  the  falfe  brethren 

infilled 


NOTE. 

*  FW/f  Inthrp*  JJtfTOj w  Irmht  rit,  is  ferente  to  whit  is  recorded,  Aflsxv- 
Aon^it  by  fume  to  be  meant  of  tneir  being  1  rather  conceive  tli&t  the  church  at  An&ch 
Wght  into  the  private  affcmhly  tt  Jerufa-  3*  intended' 

(rcr  a.)  But  a*  here  Is  a  marifeft  re- 
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€  But  of  tMc 
who  fttated  to  be 
famewhat;  (  what— 
fwtr  they  wmcv 
it  inaltciJi  conui- 
ter  t-i  me  ;  God 
ucrcpreih  no 
nvfis  perfoo ;) 
for  they  who 
feeincdto  defimt- 
vAatr  in  cod  fe¬ 
rn**  added  no- 
tbipg  to  me. 


T  Rutj  coatn- 
riwite,  when  they 
Jaw  that  the  gnf* 
pci  of  the  line:?* 
cun&rifion  wa* 
committed  onto 
me*  a*  lif  jtfpri 
of  dte  circomci- 
lion  was  uuu> 
Peter: 

(8  For  he  that 
wrought  cdeOual* 
ly  in  Peter  to  the 
sport  lefbip  of  the 
eramtifton,  rhe 
fame  vis  mighty 
In  me  towards 
tte  GeittiJu ;) 


infilled  on .Gentile  believers  being  circumcifed,  and  fo 
brought  under  an  obligation  to  keep  the  whole  law  of 
Mofes ,  in  order  to  thetr  acceptance  with  God  to  eter¬ 
nal  life,  neither  1  nor  Barnabas  (ver.  2.)  would  by  a- 
ny  means  yield  to  them,  by  contenting  to  fuch  a  fub- 
jeftion  to  the  law,  (■»*«  No,  in  a 

cafe  of  fuch  valt  importance,  we  would  not  comply 
with  them  in  the  lead,  for  fo  much  as  one  hour,  or  in 
any  one  inftance  whatfoever,  that  the  true  doctrine 
and  rfefigo  of  the  gofpd  of  the  grace  of  God,  relating 
to  j  unification  in  his  light,  might  continue  uncor- 
r  up  ted  among  you,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  believing 
Gentiles. 

6  But  as  to  thofe  of  my  fellow  apoftles,  James,  Pe¬ 
ter,  and  Jolm}  (ver.  9.)  who  are  indeed  eminent  fer* 
vants  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  are  highly  magnified  by  your 
judaizing  teachers,  as  every  way  to  be  preferred  to  me, 
whatfoe ver  they  have  been  formerly,  (*"•)  it  does  not  at 
all  affeft  my  charader,  nor  does  it  make  me  a  whit 
better  or  worfe  than  E  Ibould  have  been,  whether  they 
were  fo  great  and  valuable  in  thcmfelvcs,  or  on  your 
account,  or  not :  That  God  who  called  me  as  well  as 
them,  to  the  apoftlelbip,  has  no  regard  to  any  man's 
perfon  whatfoever’on  account  of  names  and  parties,  or 
of  external  privileges  and  appearances:  but  reveals  his 
gofpel,  and  gives  his  commiftion  for  preaching  it,  to 
whom,  and  in  what  way  he  pleafes,  as  he  has  in  an  im¬ 
mediate  manner  to  me,  without  any  affi fiance  from 
them ;  for,  be  they  ever  fo  great,  I  mu  ft  fay  that  none 
of  them,  in  tbe  conversation  I  had  with  (hem,  coiitri* 
buted  any  thing  to  the  improvement  of  my  knowledge, 
beyond  what  I  had  learned  from  Chrift  before ;  nor  did 
any  of  them  pretend  to  find  fault  with,  or  go  about  to 
corred  and  mend,  what  I  had  preached  and  done  a- 
mong  the  Gentiles, 

7  But,  on  the  contrary,  when  they  heard  the  ac- 
count,  which  1  and  my  brother  Barnabas  gave  them, 
of  what  rhe  Lord  had  wrought  by  us  among  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  (Ails  xv.  5,  12.)  they  plainly  perceived  that  I  was 
intruded  by  a  divine  commilfion  with  the  miniftiyuf 
the  gefpelof  fatvation  to  the  uncircumcifcd  heathens, 
as  Peter  was  of  the  fame  gofpel;  for  thefubftance  of  it, 
to  the  circumcifed  Jews.  (See  the  note  on  Ram.  ii.  26.) 

8  For  it  appeared  by  undeuiahle  fuels,  that  the  fame 
Lord,  who  worked  effectually  in  and  by  Peter,  and  had 
produced  wonder;  of  miracles  and  of 'grace,  as  the  feats 
of  his  a  po  Italic  million  to  the  circumcifed  Jews  ;  had 
like  wife  worked  with  ctjual  power  and  efficacy  in  and 
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f  And  when 
Cephas, 
in4  who 

fcatrf  to  be  p:l* 
U\  jit  wived  the 
jrire  that  was 
ji'-C’j  anto  mct 
to  pve  to  me 
2<  Eniriutatf  the 
hand*  of 
l:.inrlb:p!  tbit 
*c  Asa/rf unto 
t:.t  heathen  j  and 
ihey  unto  the  cir* 
CLiicUioa. 


jo  Only  tht j 

*vw\d  that  we 

Li  iiLi  tartember 
its  jffcor;  the  fine 
*Wli  1  atf-j  v/as 
L^iu^rd  to  dx 


it  Bur  whtn 
Peer  wu-  ccme 
to 


by  me*  unto  as  full  and  clear  a  demon ftmion  of  my 
apaftolic  million  to  the  undream  cited  Gtntihs, 

9  And  when  thofe  famous  apoflles,  J  nines,  Peter , 
and  John,  knew  how  remarkably  God  bad  honoured  me 
with  his  frte  favour,  in  qualifying  toe  for,  calling  me 
to,  and  owning  ine  in  my  tniniftry  to  the  Gentiles  •,  they 
who  are  indeed  eminent  fervants  of  Cbrtft,  and  who  in 
the  account  of  mine  enemies  chemfelves  were  efteemed 
as  the  principal  fupporters,  maintained,  and  defenders 
of  the  gofpei ;  they,  E  fay,  took  me  and  my  fellow-la¬ 
bourer  Bantnbns  by  the  right  hand,  as  a  fymbol  of  re¬ 
ceiving  us  into  their  brotherly  affefiion  and  communi¬ 
on,  and  readily  owning  us  as  the  t:pa(lles  of  Chrift  ; 
and  they  agreed,  that  according  to  what  he  had  difeo- 
vered  of  his  mind  aud  will  relating  to  us,  we  fhould  go 
on,  in  his  name  and  ftrengtb,  preaching  to  the  Gen * 
tiles,  and  taking  them  far  our  principal  province,  as 
we  had  began  to  do  before  i  and  that  they  thcmfdves 
would  pcrfift  in  preaching  to  the  Jews,  and  taking 
them  for  their  chief  provioce  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
Chrift  among  them ;  aud  fo  we  cordially  wifhed  each 
other  fuccefs  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

10  Only  the  three  apoftlcs  united  in  their  earned  re- 
quefb,  that  we  would  be  mindful  of  the  nreeflitous  Clui- 
(lians  in  thofe  penious  days  among  the  Jems,  to  procure 
charitable  contributions  for  their  relief  from  among  the 
Gentile  converts,  that  might  be  both  able  and  willing  to 
allsft  them  ■,  which  was  fo  laudable,  cocnpafhonate,  and 
needful  a  work,  that  whether  they  had  ment;  -tied  it 
or  not,  I  was  of  my  own  accord  ddirous  to  engage  in 
it,  not  only  from  my  natural  aftedton  to  ihy  own  coun¬ 
trymen,  and  from  the  hearty  and  Impartial  love  I  bear 
toall-ChriJV*  poor,  without  diftinfiion  of  parties,  for 
his  fake;  but  likcwife  from  a  con li deration  that  the 
Gentile  Chriftians  were  debtors  to  the  Jems,  as  they  recei¬ 
ved  the  gofpd  from  them;  and  fo,  being  made  partakers 
of  their  fpiritual  things,  ought  to  miitifter  to  them  iu 
carnal  things,  (1  Gw.  xv.  *6, 17.)  By  all  this  it  plain¬ 
ly  appears,  that  there  was  an  entire  agreement  between 
the  ocher  apoflles  and  me  at  Jerufalem ;  and  that  they 
thoroughly  approval  of  my  dcctrineaml  ccmmilfion,  as 
of  the  fame  divine  authority  with  their  own. 

1 1  But  when  afterwards  *  Peter  came  to  Antioch , 

’  where 


N  0  T  1% 


*  Some  have  th  might  that  this  was  before  council,  and  continued  there  preaching  the 
tk  tftiinrii  at  Jcrttfcim,  (.Aft*  xv.)  bur  I  vr>vd  for  iomc  time  afterwards,  (JlCtextr*  ai* 
r+ibcr  incline  to  thole  that  take  it  to  have  35,)  Hut  »r  does  nor  appear  tha:  Pavfhad 
kin  afrer,  for  the  order  of  the  narrative  iocia  Parr  more  than  cnee  hcfiwc  hi*  third 
fpeiks Ibr  this;  and  Patti  and  Bawbm  Ctx-  jonmry  to  Ji:rufaUTz%  which  he  mentions 
itp.ij-  went  to  with  deent  of  ilvt  ver*  i,  oj'  this  chapter,  (Set  the  note  there-) 
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t#  Antioch,  I 
with  food  him  to 
the  face,  bcoufe 
be  wa&  to  be 
tinned* 


m  For  before 
that  certain  choc 
from  James,  he 
did  CH  with  the 
Candles  ;  but 
when  they  were 
come  he  with* 
drew,  a  lid  ftparat- 
cd  tumfelf,  fear* 
ing  them  which 
were  of  the  cir- 
cumcidou. 


1 4  And  the  o- 
therjews  diflcrn* 
bldlikewife  with 
him  ?  infoiniich 
tbit  Barnabas  ah 
fo  w&f  carried 
away  with  their 
difljjnahtion. 
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where  was  the  firft  memorable  church  of  th tGtniik 
Chriftians,  [Ails  11*26.)  yea,  the  very  church  that  fait  me 
and  Barnabas  to  Jcrufalem^  on  the  queftion  about  the 
Gtniiks  being  obliged  to  be  circumcifed,  and  received 
an  anfwer  in  the  negative,  (Adtaxv.  1,-32.)  I  knowing 
myfelf  to  be  no  way  inferior  in  office  to  him,  and  find¬ 
ing  an  mconfiftency  in  hi$  conduct  herewith  his  avow- 
ed  principles  at  Jerujakm^  did  not  go  about  to  reproach 
him  behind  his  back;  but,  in  faithfulnefs  to  my  trull, 
took  the  liberty  to  oppofe  and  reprove  him  perfonaliy 
to  his  face;  becaufe,  notwiihftanding  all  his  greatnel's 
andgoodnefs,  he,  being  left  to  his  own  fpirit,  behaved 
at  fuch  a  rate  as  defer ved  to  be  openly  difcoumennuced 
and  condemned^* 

12  For  at  his  firft  coming  to  Antioch ,  before  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  tome  zealous  judaizing  Chriftians,  that  came 
from  the  apoftle  Jamcsy  he  knowing  his  Chrifttm  li¬ 
berty,  freely  con  verfed,  and  fat  down  to  meals  in  a  friendly 
manner,  with  the  btlhyingGcntilcst  without  any  fcruplc 
on  account  of  their  not  being  circumcifed,  or  of  their 
different  meats  and  ways  of  drefitng  them,  that  were 
allowed  by  theAf^uc  law:  But  as  foon  as  thofe  bre¬ 
thren  arrived,  he  temporized  fo  far,  as  to  carry  it  flty  to¬ 
ward  the  Gintik  converts,  and  decline  all  further  con¬ 
venes  in  a  foetal  and  familiar  manner  with  them, 
through  his  fear  of  offending  thofe  zealots,  and  railing 
their  prejudices,  rage,  and  outcries  again  ft  him. 

13  And  the  reft  of  tbtje-u^ijb  ChrilHansat  Antiochf 
that  had  pretty  well  got  over  their  old  prejudices  a- 
gain  ft  the  believing  G*ntiitsy  on  account  of  their  not 
being  circumcifed,  were  fo  unhappily  milled  hjt  Paters 
behaviour,  as  to  follow  his  fteps  under  feigned  pre¬ 
tences  of  its  being  unlawful  ;  or  at  Icaft  inexpedient  to 
triTociate  freely  with  them.  And  as  a  bad  example  in 
the  greateft  and  belt  of  men  is,  of  all  others,  the  moil 
enfnaring  and  defiling  to  thofe  that  have  a  good  o- 
piruon  of  them)  lb  even  Barnabas  tumfclf,  though  he 
was  an  exellent  Chriftian  and  apoftle  of  the  Gentilciy 
was  carried  away  with  the  ftream,  and  under  the  power 

ol 
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rule  of  faith,  which  we  have  in  the  wfitirn 
ward  of  God,  and  which  faithfully  eondrmh! 
fuch  thing*  in  the  apofttes  themfeivet*  a* 
proceeded,  foam  tJidr  own  fpuit,  ami  iu*. 
from  the  Spirit  of  God,  tb«  w 
be  milled  by  them,  and  might  be  allured 
that,  where  no  fuch  intimaiivit  it  given*  an. 
nothing  of  (hat  kind  appears  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  we  may  &fdy  depend  on;]-: 
divine  authority  of  what  they  fatd  And  d'd 
(Xs  the  note  ou  1  Cor.  xiu  to.) 
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*  At  what  the  apoft I.-  writes,  in  this  and 
the  throe  following  verfiw,  is  admirably  fail¬ 
ed  to  his  purrwde,  for  fupporting  his  autho¬ 
rity,  as  equal  to  that  of  Pe/er  himfctf ;  Jo  it 
grv es  tu  a  flagrant  proof  aga*nft  the  popifh 
plea*  fin*  the  fupremaCf  of  Pe/er  and  his 
pretended  foecelfers ;  and  ftwwa,  that  the 
iportles  tftcmfetac*  were  neither  infallible  nor 
impeccable,  any  further  than  they  were  un¬ 
der  the  immediate  couduft  and  influence  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft ;  But  this  no  way  aJfefts  ibe 


an. 


14  Rat  when  I 
fk«  that  (bey 
uaJkerf  not 
nyhtly7  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Truth 
of  ihc  gofprl,  1 
faid  unto  Peter 
K-fort  them  all, 
li  ihofl,  being  a 
Jrw,  Uvcft  after 
IK  manner  of 
Gentiles,  aud  not 
ai  ilo  the  Jrwt* 
ally  cojnpdldt 
tbwi  the  Gentile 
ti  Im  as  do  (he 
Je#i; 


i(  We  tp bo  arc 
Itwi  by  nature, 
wdnot  finnmof 
the  Gentiles, 


ttf  Know 'mg 
due  a  man  is  not 
jBlhficd  by  the 
w-jj(ls  of  tit  hv, 
hi:  by  the  faith 
of  Jefui  Chrirt* 
mn  we  have  be¬ 
lieved  io  Jtfai 
Chrift,  that  wc 
might  btjuftifjed 
by  rhe  faith  of 
CbfiDpanAnot  by 
the  works  of  die 
bv :  for  by  the 
torts  of  the  law 
that  l 

VoL  IV* 
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of  temptation  and  remaining  corruption,  was  like  wife 
drawn  by  fpecious  pretences,  contrary  to  his  own  judg* 
ment,  tofall  in  with  this  pernicious  fcheme. 

14  Bat  wben,  in  refle&ion  on  tbeir  condifol,  I  per¬ 
ceived  that*  in  this  particular,  they  did  not  n£t  up  to 
the  fimplietty  and  godly  fincerity  of  the  Chriiiun  cha¬ 
racter,  nor  regularly  trace,  wiih  a  right  foot,  (s**  9r£*r#; 

behave  correspondent  to  the  truefpirit  and  dctign 
of  the  gofpel-doftrine  of  i unification  alone  by  Chrht  ; 
my  foul  waa  filled  with  holy  indignation  ;  and  app  ying 
myfdf  perfonally  to  Petcry  as  the  ringleader  in  this  dan¬ 
gerous  fort  of  double-dealing,  I  faid  to  him  publicly,  in 
the  prefence  of  Barnabas  and  all  the  Jud^izers^  by  way 
of  caution  and  rebuke  to  them  as  well  as  him,  and  of 
confirmation  to  the  believing  Gentiles^  Since  you,  who 
are  you rfelf  originally  a  think  proper,  and  make 

no  fcruple,  on  feme  occaiions,  to  converfe  with,  and 
conform  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  Gentiles  f  without  refprft 
to  any  diftiu£tion  of  nations  or  meats,  or  regard  to  the 
prohibitions  of  the  law  of  Mofes  about  them  ;  and  fince 
you  do  not  always  confine  yourfelf  to  the  ceremonial 
cufioms  of  the  Jm,  how  unreafortable,  injurious  and 
(elf-condemning  is  it  in  you,  by  this  your  refuting  for 
fear  of  the  Jews  to  conyerfc  or  cat  with  the  Gent  ties  9 
to  entice  and  influence  them,  that  never  were  under  the 
law,  to  go  into  an  obfervation  of  it  after  the  manner  of 
the  jfcwi,  as  if  they  could  not  otherwife  be  accepted  of 
God  ?  How  abfurd  and  contrary  to  the  truth  of  the  gof* 
pel  is  this  1 

I  j  For  we  PettTj  Barnabas^  Paul  and  other  believers, 
who  are  Jews  by  birth,  and  as  fuch  were  counted  an 
holy  people,  and  trained  up  under  the  inflructions  and 
obligations  of  the  Mvfdic  law*  and  were  not  finners  of 
the  GentiU  race,  who  were  always  utter  ftrangers  to 
that  law,  and  looked  upon  as  the  molt  profligate  and  a- 
bandotied  wretches  5 

16  We,  I  fay,  when  God  came  tr>  work  effectually 
upon  usby  his  Spirit,  were  fully  convinced,  that  no  man 
can  be  acquitted  from  condemnation,  and  accepted  of 
God  as  righteous,  by  his  performances  of  the  worbs  of 
the  law,  in  any  view  or  confide  ration  of  them  wharfo- 
ever,  but  that  this  benefit  is  to  be  obtained  merely 
through  faith  in  Chrift  on  account  of  that  perleft  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  he  has  wrought  out  in  conformity  and 
fat  is  faction  to  the  holy  and  broken  law  j  even  we,  (who 
flood  upon  better  terms  for  life  than  the  6 -entiles)  being 
made  thoroughly  fenfiMe  of  this,  have  been  induced  to 
believe  in  Chriftj  as  the  only  Saviour,  for  this  very  end 
f  X  and 
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fhall  no  i>e  and  purpofc,  that  we  might  bs juflified  unto  eternal  life, 
jiitlified.  entirely  and  alone  through  faith,  m  apprehending  and 

receiving  hint,  and  not  at  all,  neither  in  whole  nor  in 
part,  by  our  own  performances  of  the  deeds  of  the  law. 
And  there  was  an  abfolute  neceffity  for  our  taking  this 
courfe,  as  ever  we  would  not  mifearry  in  an  alFatr  of 
fuch  vnft  importance  ;  (much  mere  mnft  it  he  fo  for 
the  Gentiles,  who  have  dill  lefs  pretences  than  we  had, 
to  depend  upon  their  own  works;)  for  confideringthe 
ftrift  demands  of  the  law,  and  the  great  and  many  de¬ 
foils  that  are  found  in  the  beft  of  us,  it  is  impoflrdc 
that  any  man  living,  be  he  Jew  or  Gentile ,  fhoiild  be 
jitfii/ied  by  bis  obedience  to  its  moral,  and  much  lefsto 
its  ceremonial  precepts,  or  by  any  perional  righteoufnels 
of  his  ctvn  *,  as  the  feripture  itfelf  affures  us,  (Pf- 
cxliii.  i.) 

tt  wWk  j  7  But  if,  whilft  in  this  manner,  we,  in  a  way  of  bc- 
ft'Sed 'b!'"  chr^Ji"  *'ev*ng*  feek  for  j  unification  alone  by  what  Chrill  has 
we  car&lvp,  alto  dene  and  fuffered  in  our  room  and  dead,  which  is  the 
aw  found  '•rsK-r,  proper  meaning  of  what  1  call  being  juftified  by  the  faith 
« therefore  Cbnit  0f.C  brill,  (ver.  16.I ;  If  at  the  fame  time  we  ourfelves 
fin  ?  Cod  forbid,  are  found  to  be  under  guilt  and  condemnation,  as  ur.- 
pardoned  and  accurfed  finners,  which  is  the  cafe  with 
all  thofo  that  are  under  the  law,  (chap.  Hi.  io.  and 
Rom,  iit.  19.) ;  Ihall  we  therefore  fay,  that,  after  all  that 
Chrtft  has  revealed  about  the  way  of  falmion,  and  has 
wrought  in  us  by  his  Spirit  to  makeus  renounce  all  ex¬ 
peditions  of  being  juftified  by  the  law,  he  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  a  difpenfation,  which,  in  Head  of  bringing  in 
rightcoufnefs  to  eternal  life,  leaves  us  under  the  guilt  of 
fin,  and  confequently  under  its  power,  to  be  dealt  with 
as  tranfprefiors  f  ?  Dere liable  thought  1  Far  be  it  from 
ever  entering  into  my  mind. 

18  For 


N  °  1 

*  The  citing  tJvs  paffcffe  of  ferip- 

turc,  in  proof  that  they  coiiiU  nuL  be  jufti* 
fird  by  the  w  rk-  of  the  law*  file  vs  tlmt  ha 
included  the,  works  of  the  moral,  as  well  as 
of  the mentonhihiv;  for  David  urnloul*- 
«dly  eJM  fo  when  he  find,  (Pfah  c*lui.  the 
place  here  referred  in)  In  thy  Jight  fall  «# 
itt/ru  living  A*  jxji  jicii ;  and  our  apaJlle  al- 
Ictlginj;  it  in  the  fame  argument,  Rom*  uL 
ip,  ;o,  explains1  if*  flirting  Co  the  taw,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  can  agrre  to  rvMic  bat  the 
moral  f*w;  for  he  there  fpcaX*  of  it  ns  the 
h'v%  by  which  the  yvhdk  v&rld  i$  hearts 
ty  btfwCsd,  and  by  which  is  the  knvwkJgc  gf 
Jin*  (See  the  note  there.) 

t  There  ii  the  greatc/t  difiiciihy  jn  fixing 
the  detenu  tnare  of  this  verte;  but  the 
inter j>  rotation  given  in  the  paiapbtafc  ftems 


’  E  5, 

to  fall  in  direiftV  wtih  ibe  wb^lt  tenor  of  the 
apoflle's  argument; ,  and  the  only  objection, 
as  1  conceive,  again  ft  it  is,1  tVM  a  midijicr 
ftn+  according  to  the  ge.hu  inc  finite  of  that  e*- 
prdTion,  fig  ni  firs  one  th.it:  wvzics-tttcs  nr 
hftft  wiy  c:>ntiihu£es  to  it ;  ftut  this  idea 
will  be  included,  if  vs  corvil’lcr  that 
dffftfd  fin  is  always  rtipxvg  fin,  and  tls  gm  T 
bdng  charged  upon  us,  fulijcflswto  its  power 
and  dominion;  and  fib  if  ive  are  rtally  na- 
jttftified*  while  we  fcek  a rA  profefs  ti>*  1^  ;m- 
fttfiod  by  Chrift,  we,  in  effi^,  arc  ftili  v."-» 
dcr  the  power  of  fin  ;  ^ud  if  Chrifi's  «».> 
trine  of  juftifuMChm  alone  by  him  itaTCi  c> 
in  that  rfate,  he  thereby,  mftead  of  deliver¬ 
ing  ti*  from  fin,  the  more  c&ftuatiy  bind;  a 

U])OH  D5* 
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it  Far  if  I 
hitd  the 

Irrn  which  I 
M ytdt  1  mate 
cyfdf  a  tracts 
Irtiftr, 


t$  Tot  1  thro* 
hw  am 

mlicJfi’if,  that  [ 
£ii-ht  i\\c  unto 

UJ. 


*o  I  am  crtict- 

Finl  uni]j  ('ll rifl  : 
^rerthddS  I 
tve ;  yet  not  I, 
bit  Chrift  Iketh 

i:i  T\'X  :  and  the 
I:*c  which  J  now 
J:,t  :a  flcih,  1 
L.'c  by  the  faith 
of  the  Sjn  of 
God,  who  loved 
me,  and  ‘gave 
iiarfclf  for  me. 


7be  EpiJlU  to  the  GaliTIANs  paraplrafei.  32) 

18  For  if  I  again  go  about  to  fet  up  the  righteoufnefa 
of  the  law  for  jollification  before  God,  after  I  had  re¬ 
nounced  all  regard  to  it  for  that  purpofe,  which  ic  like 
a  fooHfli  builder  crefting  the  fame  fort  of  houfe  that 
he  had  pulled  down  as  nifufficient  to  anfwer  his  end,  I 
flsculd  gricvouJly  offend  again  ft  God  and  my  own  con¬ 
fidence,  by  falling  from  the  doctrine  of  grace,  {chap, 
v.  4.)  and defeating myowrt  defign  in  believingon  Ch.-irt 
atone  for  justification  ;  and  Should  reduce  myfdf  again 
to  a  flate  of  guilt  and  condemnation,  which,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  law,  mull  be  the  cafe  of  every  enc 
that  has  tranfgrdled  it.  {Chap.  iii.  10.)  But  this  I  can 
never  be  perfuaded  to  do. 

19  For  by  the  deep  fenfe  I  have  of  the  fpirhuslity, 
extent  and  ftri&nefs  of  the  law  iri  its  demands  far  jus¬ 
tification,  and  of  GodYddlgn  to  convince  of  fin,  aiul 
norio  juftify  the  firmer  by  it,  I  am  quite  taken  oft  from, 
and  dead  to  all  my  fprrr.er  expectations  of  rig  htcou  finds 
tu  eternal  life  by  it,  {Rom.  vit.  9,  to.)}  and  now  fee  that 
I  am  discharged  from  the  Ms/aic  law,  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  that  I  might  live  in  a  Rate  of  favour  ami  accep¬ 
tance  with  God,  through  the  righteoufnefa  cf  C  hr  iff  iri 
whom  I  have  believed  for  this  very  purpofe  *  \  and  th.«c 
being  divorced  from  the  law  as  my  firft  hinbnul,  uni 
married  to  Chrift,  l  might  live  upon  better  principle?, 
to  better  ends,  and  under  new  obligations, ‘in  all  holi- 
nefs  to  God,  according  to  the  unchangeable  rule  of  o- 
bedicnce,  which  he  has  laid  down  in  the  law.  {Run, 
vij.  1, — 6.) 

20  I,  in  this  manner,  am  crucified  to  the  lav,  or, 
which  is  much  the  fame  thing,  the  law  is  crucified  to 
me,  as  to  all  expectations  of  life,  or  polnbilitv  of  at¬ 
taining  it  by  any  ptrfonal  obedience  to  its  precepts ;  [ 
have  entirely  dons  with  it  for  any  fuch  purpofe  though, 
and  together  with,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  Cluilt, 
who  was  crucified  to  bear  its  curfs,  and  cancel  its  obli¬ 
gation  as  a  covenant :  Nevertheless,  wbilfl  1  am  in  this 

.  fenfe  dead  to  the  law,  I  am  brought  into  a  Rate  of  juf- 
tification  to  life,  and  am  enabled  on  that  foundation  to 
bring  forth  living  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  to  God  j  yee 
this  life,  in  either  of  tbefe  confiderations  of  it,  is  net 
owing  to  any  thing  in  myfelf,  but  only  to  Chrift,  who 

lives 

T  E. 

31  ft  verft:  wttli  tfcdc  very  abrupt;  awl  there¬ 
fore  I  have  Imiuaht  ioto  tLe  life  ot  ya- 
afi  velfas  of  JauftiJiCAtWi  and  ho- 
Ktit-rs,  in  chk  part  of  iht  apgftlc**  tca/ta- 


N  O 

*  I  think  interpreter*,  tiy  having  general- 
If  dropped  <hc  notion  of  living  to  (Jod,  tn  a 
rfrte  of  parcifrn  and  acceptance  tviih  him,  in 
(his  sn-E  :hc  toilo^iog  verfe,  Joft  fight  of  the 
spnftlc**  maiti  argument,  a*  if  it  haJ  no  con¬ 
cern  here*  and  mskc  the  tunuct&m  of  the 
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lives  as  a  head  of  righteoufnefs,  and  a  head  of  influ¬ 
ence  in  me,  by  virtue  of  my  union  with  him  j  fo  that  it 
is  not  fo  much  I  that  live,  as  Chrift  that  lives  in  me  ; 
and  the  life  of  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  and  for 
his  glory,  to  which  I  am  now  reftored,  and  according 
to  which  I  continue  to  live  and  a£t,  whtlft  I  am  here  in 
the  body,  is  not  by  the  works  of  the  law,  nor  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dictates  of  the  flclh,  but  only  by  that  faith, 
which  renounces  every  thing  of  felf,  and  carries  me 
out  to  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  as  relying  entirely  upon 
him,  and  deriving  all  vital  influence  from  him,  who, 
in  the  greatnefs  of  bis  endearing,  matchlcfs,  and  di- 
ftingutfhiug  grace,  without  any  defert  in  my  felf,  loved 
me,  and  freely  gave  himfeif  up  to  the  worft  of  deaths 
to  make  a  complete  atonement  for  my  fin  *,  and  to  re¬ 
deem  me  from  its  power,  and  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
and  entitle  me  to  eternal  life, 
ii  i  not  ai  In  all  this  I  Hick  clofe  to  my  evengelical  princi- 
pies,  I  do  not,  I  dare  not,  I  would  not  be  fo  ungrate- 
tf  right eoufncft  ful,  as  to  defpife,  reje£t,  or  make  void  {»**»<*«)  the  gof- 
oomehy  the  !■#,  pel  of  grace,  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  the  free  favour  of 
And  'nviiik!  l*  ^od  g*v«ng  him  for  us,  and  accepting  us  as  righteous 
through  faith  in  him,  as  they  do  who  plead  for  juftift- 
cation  by  the  works  of  the  law  f  :  For  if  righteoufnefs 
to  eternal  life  were  to  be  wrought  out  by  our  obedience 
to  the  law,  under  any  confi  deration  of  it  whatfoever, 
there  would  then  have  been  no  need  of  his  dying  to  dif- 
chargc  us  from  condemnation,  and  entitle  us  to  life  \ 
and  fo  the  grace  of  God,  which  appears  in  his  death, 
anfwers  no  purpofes  of  this  kind,  that  might  not  have 
been  anfwercd  without  it}  nay,  if  the  law  bears  any 
part  in  our  juflification,  his  death  was  infufficient  of  it- 
fdf  for  it,  and  grace  it  no  more  grace ,  (Rom.  xi.  <S.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


With  what  remarkable  prudence  did  the  great  a'poftle,  gradually  and  feafon- 
ahly,  communicate  the  goipcl  of  Chrift  in  all  its  extent,  light,  and  glory ;  firft  to 
perfons  of  chief  efteem,  rank,  and  influence,  in  the  church,  that,  being  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  them,  it  might  have  the  eafier  accefs.  to  the  prejudifrd  minds  of 
others,  and  that  he  might  not  Jofc  the  great  end  of  his  miniftry,  in  which  he  la¬ 
boured  for  the  falvation  of  immortal  fouls' !  With  what  faithful  ikfe  did  he,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  hiit  prudence,  flick  to  his  evangdied  principles,  and  execute  his 
coiwniifiou,  in  not  fullering  Titus  to  be  circumcifed,  when  an  til  ufe  was  likely 
to  be  made  of  it,  to  the  ful) verting  of  the  gofpef/  And  with  what  evidence  did 
he  luppurt  the  divine  authority  of  his  office,  as  equal  to  that  of  Peter,  or  of  any 

other 


NOTES. 

*  The-  apoOU’i  faying  fo  emphatically,  gers  to  his  living  in  then, 
and  with  appropriation,  Chrift  levtd  mef  f  The  rea&n  which  the  apnftle  here  gives 
jrvt  himfeif  fir  me,  intimates,  diet  he  again  ft  juftifica  doo  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
looked  npon  this  is  a  peculiar  favour  to  Mm,  is  of  equal  force  in  every  confideration  ot 
in  diftioAion  from  the  bulk  of  mankind,  them ;  and  therefore  is  not  to  he  rei trained 
and  particularly  from  thole  that  were  lino-  to  the  works  of  (he  ceremonial  bw. 
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other  apoftles !  Accordingly*  James,  Peter,  and  John,  neither  of  which  claim* 
cO  a  fuperiority  over  the  other,  upon  hearing  with 'what  glorious  efficacy  Cbrift 
had  exerted  his  power  in  and  by  him,  could  not  but  embrace  him  with  the  a  flec¬ 
tion  of  brethren ;  and  while  they  could  add  nothing  to  the  revelation,  or  the 
oommiffion  which  he  had  received,  they  cheerfully  agreed,  that  he  and  Barnabas 
fhould  go  on  with  their  work  principally  among  the  Centimes,  wilhing  them  pro* 
fperity  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;  and  that  they  themfdves  would  moflly  conti¬ 
nue  to  preach  the  lame  gofpd  to  tbe  Jews*  And  Paul,  to  ftiew  his  affection  to 
fewiih  converts,  without  dlftin&ion  or  parties,  was  as  willing  fo  do  what  in  him 
Uy  for  the  relief  of  their  poor,  as  their  own  apoftles  could  with  him  to  be.  But, 
aba  1  how  for  may  the  belt  of  God’s  femntt  and  people  *be  fuffered,  under  the 
power  of  temptation,  to  ad  unbecoming  the  fmcerity  of  their  l' hr  if  trait  charac¬ 
ter,  and  injimoufly  to  the  true  gojpel  of  Chvift !  Witnefs  Peter,  Parnabas,  and 
many  other  believing  Jews*  And  how  dangerous  are  great  examples,  when  they 
take  a  wrong  turn  !  Whatfoever  therefore  any  man's  authority,  reputation,  or 
preteoccs  be,  an  unworthy  behaviour  is  to  be  deleted  and  oppofed  In  them,  as 
well  as  in  perfons  of  lower  character ;  and  they  who  publicly  oflemi,  ftiould  be 
as  publicly  rebuked,  that  others  may  hear  and  fear.  And  with  what  earneftnefe, 
real,  and  holy  bold  nets,  Ihouldgofpel  mini  Iters,  and  Ch  rift  inns  too,  contend  for 
(he  pure  dodrine  of  juflification  alone  by  Chrift,  through  faith  in  him,  in  appo¬ 
rtion  to  juft  i Scat  ion  by  any  works  of  the  Jawi  Their  own  experience,  under 
the  faring  convi<ftions  and  operations  of  the  Spirit,  leads  them  to  believe  in 
Chrift  alone  for  this  purpofe*  as  knowing  that  they  were  before  in  a  ftate  of  con¬ 
demnation,  and  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  man  can  be  juftifted*  They, 
by  their  bright  into  the  true  nature  and  deiign  of  tbe  law  itfrlf,  are  dead  to  all 
expectations  of  befog  juftified  by  it,  that  they  may  look  for  this  benefit  alone 
from  Cbrift,  through  bis  atoning  hlood  and  facrifice;  and  may  live  by  faith  on 
him  for  it,  and  for  quickening  and  fantftifying  influence  to  enable  them  to  live  in 
all  holy  obedience  to  Clod,  according  to  the  everlafting  rule  of  righteouWfs,  aa 
contained  in  the  moral  bw.  This  is  Weed  not  fo  much  their  own  living,  as 
Chrift*s  living  in  them :  And  to  take  any  other  courfe  for  fecking  acceptance 
with  God,  and  dfedhml  influence  for  living  to  him,  is  to  go  about  to  build  what 
they  tbemfelves  had  brfoi-e  destroyed,  and  to  fuhjed  them  to  a  ftate  of  guilt  and 
condemnation,  as  tinners  whom  the  law  can  never  juft ify ;  and  it  is  to  render  the 
free  grace  of  God,  and  the  meritorious  death  of  Chrifl  ufclefs,  and  of  none  ef- 
fcft:  But  O  how  delightful  is  it,  when  the  believer  can  make  a  perfonal  claim  to 
Clnift,  and  lay  on  good  grounds.  He  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelt  for  me  ! 


CHAT*  III, 

T^e  apqftle  reprovest  and  warmly  expqftulates  with  the  Galatians  for 
their  folly ,  in  departing  from  the  great  doElrine  of  jvjliftcation  alone 
through  faith  in  Chrt/i,  I, — 5.  J  eflabtijbes  this  doflrine  from  the 
example  of  Abraham'/  juftification,  6, — 9,  from  the  tenor  of  the 
and  the  Jeverity  of  its  cur/e,  from  which  believers  are  redeem¬ 
ed  by  Chrifl,  that  thefmight  be  blejfcd  -with  Abraham,  10, — 14* 
from  the  Jlability  of  the  covenant  of  promifes  made  with  him ,  which 
the  law  could  not  difar.nuly  and  from  the  incanfifteney  of  juftiftation 
by  the  free  promifit  and  by  the  law,  15,-18.  He  nevertheleft 
Jbews  that  the  law  had  its  *fet  as  it  was  given  to  Jinners  among  the 
Jews  to  convince  them  of  their  need  of  a  Saviour ,  and  was  a  fcbool- 
'  majler  to  lead  them  to  Chrifl ,  rg,— 15.  ;  and  that  under  the  gofpel • 
Jlate  true  believers  a re9  without  dijHneUon  cf  vations9  or  of  external 
circutnf  antes ,  all  one  in  Cbrift,  and  heirs  of  Abraham’/  blejfmgs, 
16, — 2<f. 
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T  KXT\ 

I'oolilli  Gala¬ 
tian*,  vbo 
t^lti  licuitiJid 
you,  fcr  y^u 
itim»Li3  no?  obey 

t>-  truth,  Iw/nrc 
whoit  eye;  jcibs 
C  thrill  hath  liteo 
evidently  fet 
fo»  ii  ,  ci  unified 
^Bon^  yuu  f 


a  This  only 
would  l  learn  cC 
you,  Received  ye 
the  :V-i«  by  the 
vor^s  ol  tl  chu\ 
«r  bt  the 
of  faith  ? 


3  Are  ye  £1 

fee*  jti  ;  J.atir.g 
in  J  hi-  Sri’- 
Ttt,  are  yr  i:uw 

ttiadt  by 

ihe  JidJ;  ? 


Paraphrase. 

OH,  ye  thouphtlefs,  inconfideratc,  flupiJ  GafatLvts  ! 

(«™™J  ]  would  net  reproach  you;  but  my  ht,ut 
is  rr.o?cd  with  tender  companion  toward  you,  and  with 
holy  zeal  fertile  purity  of  the  gofptrl;  which  is  corrupt’ 
ed  among  you  :  By  what  artful  infinmlions  and  flnta- 
gems  has  .Satan,  cr  any  falfe  teacher,  as  his  hiftrumenr, 
fo  far  infatuated  you,  as  to  prevent  your  continuing  to 
adhere,  and  yield  yourfclres  up  to  the  true  gofpd -doc¬ 
trine  of  juft  iii caticn  alone  hy  Jefu*  Chrilt,  through  faith 
in  him,  [chap.  ii.  id.)  who  in  his  fufFcrings  and  death 
has  been  in  as  lively  and  affecting  a  manner  reprint¬ 
ed,  and  as  it  were  painted  out  among  you,  in  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  the  adminiflration 
cf  the  Lord’s  iupper,  as  if  ye  bad  atlua]ly  fern  him 
lunging  upon  the  ciofs  with  your  bodily  eyes,  and 
the  defign  of  whofc  crucifixion,  to  deliver  you  from  the 
law,  as  a  covenant  of  works  has  been  clearly  opened  to 
you  ? 

2  Let  me  only  alk  yon  this  fair  and  plain  queflion, 
to  convince  you  of  your  prodigious  folly  and  mad  nets 
herein  ;  Were  ye  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
(which  fo  many  of  you  were  endued  with  in  his  mira¬ 
culous  gifts,  ami  I  would  charitably  hope  in  his  graces 
too)  by  the  mi mitra: ion  of  the  law,  or  on  account,  or 
by  means  of  any  works  performed  by  you  in  obedience 
to  that  mioiftraticn  cf  death  and  condemnation?  (2  Cor. 
iii.  7,  9*)  or,  on  the  contrary,  was  ir  not  by  means  of 
your  hearing  and  embracing  the  doftrine  of  faith  in 
Chri  ft  alone  for  juliification,  even  that  word  of  faith 
which  we  preach,  and  is  the  imniftruion  of  the  Spirit 
and  of  rigbtcoufnefs  ?  {Ran.  x.  8.  and  2  Cor.  iii.  8.  9.) 
Which  of  thefe  ib  it  that  God  has  owned  with  ftich  re¬ 
markable  tokens  of  his  favour  and  acceptance  ?  The£a£fc 
evidently  proves*  and  ye  nmft  furely  acknowledge,  that 
it  was  not  by  the  firft,  bur  by  the  laft  of  thefe  difpcnfa- 
tions  ;  efpcmlly  eonfldering  that  many  of  you  never  fo 
much  as  heard  of  the  law  of  Mo/ay  till  after  ye  were 
converted  fr*in  your  Gtntihfm* 

3  Having  then  fet  otiz  fo  happily  and  hopefully  in  your 
Chriftian  courfe,  under  the  light  and  influence  of  the 
Sfiirir,  with  faith  in  Chrift  for  all  acceptance  to  eternal 
life,  according  ro  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel;  how  furpri- 
fingly  flupid  and  irrational  in  ir,  for  any  of  you  to  ima¬ 
gine,  that  your  jufiiGcation  is  to  be  com  pleated  by  your 
own  obedience  to  the  law,  which  may  be  termed  /c/b 
in  oppoflriou  to  the  gofpeJ,  as  ir  is  deftirute  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  {z  Ccr*  iii,  <5, —8.)  and  a  man  is  bound  to  obey  the 

w  is 


Ch.iii. 


4  Have  yt  faf* 

lifrd  f(>  mjuy 
iri;*  in  vain  ?  ii 
i'  ii  yd  in  vain. 


5  He  (litre- 
fat  that  rcini* 
forth  to  you  she 
and  muL- 
dh  jaitJtUA  a- 
mottg  yon, 
if ;;  l*r  Hit  tj-w 
cf  the-  hwt  cr  jvy 
tb  hciu-..^  ot 
fcfch? 


<  Kven  as  A- 
b^Fieved 
fiod,  *nd  i*  wai 
ivKfrUctci]  Li#  hiui 
Jt^r  ri^htcoLifi:t^T 


T  Snoit  ye 
tUrtfor*,  th^t 
they 

#  He  that  m:m 

yen)  f\uy  idat!c 
nti't'oacti,  ^ver* 

*th4  hw  til 
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whole  of  it  by  the  flefhly  ordinance  c!  circutr.cifion, 
(GaJ.  v.  3.);  as  its  ceremonial  lites  f;mtl:fy  only  to  the 
purifying  of  the  ftsih,  {Nib.  is.  13.};  ami  as  fee  king 
j  unification  by  arfy  works  cf  the  Uw  is  picking  to  the 
fielh,  is  taught  by  the  wiftlom  of  the  fielh,  and  gratifies 
the  pride  of  corrupt  nature,  in  giving  it  cccafion  of 
a  (Turning  glory  to  itfelt  ?  [Rem.  ir.  2.)  But  all  this  is 
fo  far  from  perfecting,  that  it  is  directly  futveefive  of 
the  gofpcl-dotlrine,  in  ihis  grand  article. of  it. 

4  And  as  ye,have  fuiTered  a  greet  de.il  of  peifecniion, 
by  the  mitigation  of  yoar  adverlhries  the  jfntii,  for  your 
profeflion  of  this  very  do&riiie  ;  how,  prepoftcroufly 
weak  and  fooliih  has  your  fubmitting  to  fo  many  hard¬ 
ships  on  tb.it  account  been,  without  any  manner/)!  fpi- 
ritual  benefit  to  yourfclves  ?  If  after  all  (which  God  for¬ 
bid)  ye  fiiould  apofUitize ;  and  fo  both  your  profdTiou 
and  fuller  in  gs  Should  prove  to  be  unprofitable  and  vain. 

5  To  return  therefore  to  my  argument,  (wr,  2  ) 
whether  ye  confider  Chrift  ss  the  author  *,  or  .me  as 
only  ihc  inftruraent,  of  communicating  to  fome  of  you 
at  lead,  fuch  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  are 
tokens  of  God's  accepting  you  }  and  of  Inch  wonderful 
miracles  as  are  a  divine  aueiUtioti  to  tbe  truth  cf  rhe 
gofpel;  are  thefe  powerful  and  gracious  cfie&s  predu 
ced  under  the  inltuence  of  Chriil's  Spirit,  by  means  of 
my  preaching,  or  of  your  doing,  the  wo;ks  of  the  law, 
in  order  to  your  juftification  ?  It  U>.  evident  that  there 
can  be  no  preteuce  of  this  kind.  Or  were  thefe  fa¬ 
vours  conferred  upon  you,  by  means  of  your  hearing 
and  embracing  the  doilrine  of  faiih  in  Chrift,  as  alone 
fufiicient  to  anfwer  that  end  ?  They  certainly  were ;  aii-1 
this  is  a  teftimony  from  God,  that  your  juilificarion  is 
no  way  owing  to  the  law,  but  only  to  Chrift,  through 
faith  in  him. 

6  Even  as  it  was  in  the  cafe  of  Abraham  3  (Gen*  xv- 
1*  5*6.)  thateminenr  father  of  the  faithful  whether  Jews 
or  GtntiUsi  ( ver*  a8.  £<p,)  who  gave  credit  to*  anti  felt¬ 
ed  upon  the  promife  which  God  made  to  him  of  the 
Mcjjiah |  (ver*  tf,  16*)  ar.d  wh-t  tic  apprehended,  and 
believed  in  the  promifsd  Saviour  for*  was  imputed  to 
him  for  rtghteoufneOs  unto  julti/icatiun*  (See  die  note 
on  Rom,  ,iv*  3.) 

y  Be  ye  therefore  afllircpi,  that  they  who  are  true  be¬ 
lievers  inChrifl,  according  to  the  promife^  as  that  grcj;t 

pat  rial  ch 


N  O  T  1£- 


\$rrs  or  jkppbcs  (a 
cither  t »  thrift,  w!in  was 
i.J  or  to  Uis  kpt  flic;  hloi- 
1  motkliy  tXfiu^dlcJ  hi*  eve n 


uiiit:*-;  and  Lr^th  z\x  tr.cn  the  pa* 

ii>  *.  1^311::^"  ilic  il’IrVurt 

coNi;rrm«ci;i  \  um  iJhiit;  Jivjiiif  Lai 

Id  tl-e  iranrt!i 
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ihqr  wliirh  nrr  nt 
ftitb,  the  Ci^ic 
arc  fhc  c'.  jJien 
of  Abruham, 

8  And  the 
fcrpture  ,  ft*ro- 
ieciu^  that  God 
winilo  jMFtfy  i he 
he-ithiti  tli  "'^Li£h 
falth^  preached 
Ihviiv  the  poiVi 
unto  Ahrthuif, 
J«  rh« 
fhall  all  imivns 
be  biefkd. 


0  $0  then  thr^ 
ubicli  lw  r-f  faith 
ere  hldUd  with 
faithful  Abra- 
han^. 


TO  Foe  as  ipa* 
ttf  as  are  of  the 
u-orkif  of  the  liw 
are  under  the 
curie  ;  "  for  it  U 
virhun,  Coned 
11  every  ntse  ifiat 
ContiDUcth  not  in 
aN  thing!  which 
arc  written  hi  the 
book  of  1  he  law 
to  do  them. 


ti  Rutthjt  no 
inan  if  juftifiul 
by  the  hw  in  the 
fi^ht  of  God  it  is 
evident:  for,  The 
.  juft 


patriarch  was,  are  in  a  fplritual  fenfe  the  true  children 
of  Abraham^  whom  God  owns  and  accepts  as  fucb,  that 
they  may  be  blefied  together  with  him* 

8  And  as  there  is  but  one  way  of  any  Tinner’s  being 
juitified  }  fr>  the  Holy  Ghoft,  by  whofe  hi fpi ration  the 
fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftamenr  were  written,  fore¬ 
knowing  that  God  defigned  in  due  time  to  juftify  the 
idolatrous  Gentile^  as  well  as  others,  only  through  faith 
in  Chrift,  intimated  it  long  before-band,  even  before 
the  inftitution  of  eifeunidfion,  and  the  giving  of  rhe 
law,  by  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  which  he  publifh- 
ed  in  his  promife  to  Abraham^  faying,  {Gen.  xiL  3*) 
In  tbeey  meaning  in  thy  ftedy  as  it  is  afterwards  explain¬ 
ed,  {chap.  xxii.  18.)  1*  t.  thro*  the  obedience  and  fuf- 
fr rings  of  the  Mejjiahy  who  will  defeend  from  thy  loins, 
fhali  per  To  ns  of  ail  nations,  whether  Jews  or  Genti{esf 
be  gracioufly  accepted  of  God,  and  bkfled  with  all  fpt- 
ritual  ami  eternal  hleflings* 

p  From  hence  therefore  it  plainly  follows,  that  they* 
who  are  partakers  of  a  true  and  lively  fairb  in  Chrift* 
and  feck  to  bejuftified  merely  on  his  account,  whatfo- 
tver  their  character  and  condition  had  been  before,  are 
blotted  together  with,  and  as  effectually  as,  believing 
Abraham  htmfelf,  that  famous  friend  of  God;  which 
they  could  never  be  by  virtue  of  their  own  perfonal  o* 
bedience  to  the  law* 

IQ  For  all  mankind  being  (inner*,  as  many  of  them 
as  are  under  the  law-covcnzm,  and  arc  fuch  abetters  of 
its  works,  as  to  look  fpr  pardon,  j unification,  and  fal* 
vat  ion  by,  and  for  what  they  can  do  in  conformity  to 
it,  are  To  far  from  being  blefled,  that  they  are  under  a 
fenrencc  of  condemnation  to  mifery  and  death  :  For  fo 
ftrift  and  ft  v  ere  is  the  law-tenure  in  its  moral  demands, 
that  it  abfolurely  condemns  for  every  failure,  inibmuch 
it  is  written,  with  regard  to  all  that  arc  under  ir, 
{Deut*  xxvii*  26+)  The  curfe  of  God,  which  i$  the  de¬ 
claration  of  his  wrath  in  the  law,  (lands  in  force  again  ft 
every  one,  and  binds  him  over  to  deferved  puniihmcnt 
who  does  not  perfonally,  univerfally,  and  perfectly  con¬ 
tinue  at  all  times,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  to  ohferve  and  perform  c- 
very  precept  that  is  recorded  in  the  book  of  the  lav, 
without  the  leaft  daw  or  deleft  by  any  fin  of  omiflioa 
pr  commiflion  whatfoever, 

11  But  it  is  flill  further  evident,  tbat  no  man  is  or 
can  be  juftified  on  account  of  his  own  obedience  to  the 
law,  at  the  bar  of  the  juft  and  holy  God,  whofe  pene¬ 
trating  eye  observes  every  finful  motion  of  the  heart, 

11 
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as  well  as  the  afiion  of  the  life  :  For  be  has  appointed 
another  way  for  the  jollification  of  finful  men  as  a|£> 
pears  from  an  exprefs  declaration  of  his  will  in  his  word, 
where  he  fays,  {Heb.  it.  4.)  The  man  who  is  accounted 
righteous  before  God,  (hall  be  delivered  from  law-con* 
demnation,  and  broughr  into  a  Hate  of  life  and  Taxa¬ 
tion  j  and  (halt  continue  to  live  in  that  ftate  of  favour* 
and  acceptance,  through  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  righteonf- 
nefs,  by  means  of  his  faith  in  him,  till  it  be  crowned 
with  eternal  life,  {Rom.  i.  17.  fee  the  note  and  para- 
pbrafe  there.) 

1 2  And  it  is  certain,  that  the  way  preferibed  for  juf- 
tification  in  the  law  is  not  by  faith}  but  the  terms  which 
it  has  fixed  for  that  purpofe  are,  that  tbe  man  who  per- 
feftly  anfwers  all  its  demands,  by  doing  every  thing 
which  it  enjoins,  he,  and  none  but  be,  (hall  be  ac¬ 
quitted  from  condemnation,  and  entitled  to  life  by  it  ; 
fo  that  unlefs  his  obedience  tothe  law  be  perpetual,  fin* 
lets,  and  without  defeat,  which  is  impoflible  to  any  man 
in  his  prefent  fallen  (late,  he  is  fo  far  from  being  able 
to  obtain  a  title  to  life  by  the  tenor  of  the  law,  that 
he  cannot  free  himfelf  from  its  curfe. 

13  But  Chrifl,  in  thegreatnefs  of  his  love,  and  by 
the  merit  of  his  death,  (<!*?"¥«'”)  has  bought  us,  who 
believe  in  him,  out  of  the  bands  of juftice;  and  fo  by 
tbe  price  of- his  own  precious  blood,  has  delivered  us 
from  ail  that  wrath  and  punifhment  which  is  fommed 
up  and  threarned  in  tbe  curfe  of  the  law,  as  the  due 
defat  of  fin  }  he  having,  by  God  the  Father’s  appoint¬ 
ment,  come  under  the  fentence  and  execution  of  the 
law,  in  our  room  and  Head,  when  be  hung,  like  the 
vileft  of  criminals,  on  the  crofs,  as  is  intimated  by  the 
very  nature  of  that  kind  of  death,  and  bis  being.  deK^ 
vtrfd  bj  the  determinate  counfel  and  fbre-kntrw ledge  of 
Cod ,  to  fuffer  it,  [dBs  ii.  23.) ;  for  this  fort  of  death 
was  not  only  the  moft  infamous  of  all  others  amongthe 
Romans,  but  is  (iigmatizcd  in  the  Mojaic  law  itfelf, 
where  it  is  written,  {Devt.  xxi.  23.)  with  a  typical  view 
to  the  crucifixion  of  Cbrilt,  Every  one  that  is  hanged 
on  a  tree,  is  to  be  deemed  as  forfaken  of  God  and  de¬ 
voted  to  death,  according  to  the  utmoll  rigour  of  tbe 
law  againft  the  mod  execrable  offenders  that  are  con¬ 
demned  as  guilty  in  its  eye. 

14  Our  bleffed  Lard,  with  amazing  condcfcenfion 
and  companion  to  us,  fubmirted  in  this  manner  to  bear 
and  take  away  the  curfe  of  the  law  from  us,  that  in- 
Head  of  its  heing  executed  upon  us,  according  to  our 
deferts,  the  bleffmg  of  rigbteoufnefs  to  juilification  and 
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life,  (ver.  11,  2u)  which  was  conferred  on  Abraham^ 
and  was  prorrjfcd  to  him  for  hit  covenaut-tecd,  that 
fhould  claim  under  Chrift,  iu  whom  all  nations  were 
to  be  bteffed,  might  he  freely  vouchfaftd,  even  to  be¬ 
lieving  tinners  of  rhe  Gentiles*  through  the  only  Savi¬ 
our  j  who  Ihould  defcend  from  his  loins  9  and  particu¬ 
larly  that  we,  who  live  under  the  gofpe!-dii"penfinion, 
whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gentiles*  might  receive  the  pro- 
mi  fed  Spirit  in  a  plentiful  communication  of  his  gifts, 
graces,  and  comforts,  as  the  pledge  and  token  of  *>ur 
title  to  the  eternal  inheritance,  and  as  a  teftifiotron  cl 
tc  to  our  conferences,  not  for,  or  on  account  of  any 
works  of  our  own,  but  merely  through  faith  in  him 
who  purchated  this  Welling  for  u$. 

15  To  illu (Irate  this  point,  my  brethren,  by  a  prusn 
and  familiar  example  taken  from  the  common  pradicc 
of  ill  nations  in  their  civil- affairs,  and  by  language  th.it 
men  are  well  acquainted  ivtth  :  We  know  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  covenant  of  promifes,  like  that  to  Abrabant% 
that  if  it  be  but  an  engagement  made  by  fuch  mutable 
and  ftiort-fightcd  creatures  as  men,  who  may  after wauis 
change  their  minds,  and  find  fame  unforeteen  incuti- 
vemenccs  attending  it  j  yet  if  it  he  once  duly  ratified, 
by  its  being  iigned  and  fcaled,  it  is  not  lawful  for  any 
ose,  without  the  content  of  the  covenanter,  to  alter  it, 
either  by  cancelling  and  making  it  void,  on  one  hand  j 
or  by  adding  new  articles  to  it,  as  the  felf-jufticiattes 
and  legatifts  of  this  day  would  do  by  the  covenant  of 
grace,  on  the  other* 

16  Now,  to  apply  this  to  the  cafe  before  us,  the  co¬ 
venant  that  l  have  given  a  hint  of,  (ver.  8,  9,  14,)  re* 
hung  to  the  way  of  our  being  accepted  of  God  as  righ¬ 
teous,  con  lifted  of  a  free  promife,  which,  becs&ufe  oi  i:z 
vaft  comprchenfion  of  bleffings,  and  of  its  being  fir:: 
nftade  to  Abraham ,  and  afterwards  repeated  to  him,  and 
to  Ifaac,  (Gen.  acii*  3*  and  xxii,  18.  and  xxvi,  4.}  may 
be  called  the  psvmifes*  and  which  the  a] I- wife  and  un¬ 
changeable  God  himfclf,  who  cannot  lie,  made,  iv-z 
to  the  father  of  the  faithful  only,  but  to  him  and  h iz 
feed  :  And  to  fliew  that  this  was  meant  of  one  partici:- 
-lar  fort  of  feed,  God  did  not  fay  that  he  gave  this  ccvc- 
nant  of  promifes  to  Abrahamf  and  to  Lis  feeds  hi  the 
plural  number,  as  if  he  meant  all  bis  natural,  as  well 
;<u  fpiritual  children,  or  fuch  of  his  fieflily  pofinity 
fliouJJ  feck  to  be  jollified  upon  any  other  foot  ihga 
that  of  the  covenant  made  with  him,  as  well  as  with 
thofc  that  walk  in  the  fteps  of  his  faith,  (Rom.  iv.  12.;  j 
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Angular  number,  which  was  primarily  meant  of  Cbrijt 
.  himfdf,  aa  to  defend  from  him,  not  through  tbe  loins 
of  Ifbmnel,  but  of  l[a.act  who  was  the  child  of  the  pro¬ 
mife  ;  and  fo  represented  the  true  children  of  Jbrabam, 
that  fhould  be  accounted  his  fpiritual  feed,  and  Oiould 
be  reckoned  to  Chrift,  and  claim  under  him,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  mvfticd  body,  thro’  faith  in  him.  (Aom.  ix, 

7,8-)* 

»t  And  this  I  1 7  Thus  therefore  I  argue  ;  This  covenant  of  promi- 
T^ia t C wTs  f"s»  which  was  made  with  a  view  to  Chrift,  («t  *^r*) 
omErmcdvbefet«  and  was  to  receive  its  final  confirmation  by  bis  blood, 
«f  o«l  in  Cirift,  having  been  before-hand  ratified  by  God  in  him,  and 
with  relation  to  him,  who  is  the  head,  mediator,  furety 
and  fubftance  of  ir,  and  who,  according  to  tbe  aflurance 
then  given  to  jibrahamy  fhould  fpring  from  his  loins, 
Swld  m^c  i)!c  as  t'nat  Mefiiah  in  whom  his  fpiritual  feed  of  all  na¬ 
tions  fhould  be  bleffed  $  this  covenant,  1  fay,  being  con¬ 
firmed  by  God’s  own  word  of  promife,  {Gen.  xii.  3.) 
by  the  Teal  of  circumcifion,  and  his  accomplifhment  of 
one  leading  part  of  the  prontife  in  the  birth  of  lfacet 
(ch.  xvii.  4,  10,  15,  19.  and  xxi.  2.)  and  by  his  oath, 
(ch.  xiii.  jfi,— 18.)  the  law  of  Mofes^  which  was  not 
given  till  f  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  (Ex.  xii* 
40.}  after  this  great  promife  was  made,  could  not  in 
any  confifteiscy  with  the  wifdom  and  faith fulnefs  of 
God,  invalidate  it,- and  deftroy  its  effetft;  fo  as  to  fuper- 
fede  it,  and  introduce  another  way  of  jollification  and 
fidvation  than  that  which  this  promife  related  to  ; 
This  plainly  fhews,  that  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life 
cannot  be  obtained  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  only 
thro*  faith  in  Chrift. 

18  For  if  a  title  to  the  heavenly  inheritance,  typified 
by  that  of  the  land  dCannan^  is  obtained  by  virtue  of 
any  works  done  in  obedience  ro  the  law,  it  is  no  longer 
the  matter  of  a  free  promife  ;  fince  works  and  grace, 
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then  an  hundred  ytais  old,  (Geo,  xxL  5.) 
vas  twenty -five  yean;  from  tl pence  to  lh* 
birth  of  Jtnrf  wts  fixty  years,  (Gen.  xxv. 
atf.)  from  thence  i«  Jacob's  gom#  into  tigjft 
vw  an  hundred  And  thirty  yurt,  (Geu.  itrii, 
d  )  end  from  then  tv  to  J/roefi  tkltvuanc* 
out  of  Eftjpr  was  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
years,  which,  added  to  the  foregoing  tmm« 
Ws,  snake  lour  hundred  and  uitrey  years, 
which,  accoi ding  to  the  Seventy,  (tfxod  xii. 
40-)  tas  t ho  whole  time  of  their  Ibjouroing 
in  h'.grpt,  and  fcciore  in  the  land  of  Cuiaaw* 
(hce  ii'hifhj  on  :tic  pb«,  Midftri's  Chruno* 
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in  this  con  fide  ration  of  them,  are  dire£lly  oppofite. 
(Rom*  ii.  <S*)  but  it  is  evident,  that  God  gave  it 
Tat)  to  Abraham  and  bis  feed,  not  through  the  Jaw,  but 
by  a  merely  gratuitous,  free,  and  absolute  promife, 
through  the  rightcoufnefs  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  fure 
to  all  bis  fpiritual  feed,  of  what  nature  foever  they  be* 
(Rom*  Iv*  13,  i<S.) 

19  Some  then  may,  perhaps,  object  and  fay,  If  it 
be  fo,  to  what  end  or  purpofe  was  the  Mofaic  law  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Jjraelites  at  all?  to  .this  I  anfwer,  It  was 
afterwards  annexed  to  the  promife,  not  for  bringing  in  a 
new  way  of  juftificatfon,  but  in  fubferviency  to  the  great 
dcGgn  of  the  promife  itfelf,  that  as  they  were  lion  as, 
and  obnoxious  as  fuch,  to  divine  wrath,  as  well  as  the 
reft  of  mankind,  it  might  be  a  means  of  difeoming, 
as  well  as  regaining  fin,  of  convincing  them  of  their 
guilt  and  danger,  (Rom.  Iii,  20*  and  in  1 and  v*  20.) 
and  of  their  need  of  fuch  a  gracious  promife  ;  and  might 
put  them  upon  looking  to  Chrift  and  his  atoning  facri- 
fice,  (ver.  24 .}  till  he  at  length  fhould  come  into  the 
world,  who  was,  by  way  of  eminence,  that  feed  of  A* 
brabamy  to  whom  the  promife  principally  referred,  and 
in  whom  believing  Jews  and  GentUes4  as  the  true  chil¬ 
dren  of  Abraham t  fhould  be  united,  and  gathered  into 
one  body  under  him,  as  their  head,  who  is  the  end  of 
the  taw  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believes, 
(Rom*  x*  4*);  and  this  law  was  not  given  to  Jfrael ,  like 
the  promife  to  Abrahatmnd  bis  feed,  immediately  from 
God  himfelf ;  but  it  was  conveyed  by  the  miniflry  of 
angels  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  Ads  vii.  £3*)  to  Mofej, 
2nd  delivered  into  his  hand,  astbe  reprefentative  of  that 
people,  and  as  a  typical  Mediator,  who  flood  between 
God  and  them,  (Lev*  xzvi,  46.  and  Deut*  v.  5*}  to  re¬ 
mind  them  of  their  need  of  the  promifed  Saviour  to  per¬ 
form  this  office  effectually  for  them. 

20  Now  a  mediator,  as  the  very  term  fignifies,  is  a 
friend  that  interpofes  hetween  two  parties,  and  is  not 
to  tranfad  merely  with  arid  for  one  of  them  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  the  other  :  Bur  God,  from  whom  the  law 
was  delivered  to  If  rail  by  the  hand  q{  Mqfes^  is  only 
one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  promife  unco  Abra¬ 
ham  and  bis  fpiritual  feed  of  all  nations,  Gentiles  as  well 
as  Jews  ;  and  therefore  as  Gentile  believers  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  that  propmfe,  and  neither  they,  nor  their  re* 
prefentatjves  were  prefent  at  the  making  of  the  Sinai 
covenant,  nor  were  concerned  in  that  which  was  made 
only  with  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham%  this  rranfac- 
doo  between  God  and  the  Jew  could  not  vacate  the 
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antecedent*  free  and  zbfolute  promife,  which  extended 
likewife  to  the  Gentiles  ;  and  indeed  he  is  one  God-,  hi  jo 
juftijics  the  eireumeijion  by  faith  t  and  the  unciramcijion 
through  faithy  (Rom.  iii.  20.)  and  is  ooe  and  the  fame  *, 
immutably  faithful  to  his  word  of  promife,  and  to  them 
that  trull  in  him  according  to  iu 

21  Is  the  law  then,  in  this  way  of  dating  things, 
really  oppofite  in  its  deiign,  as  JrwiJh  zealots  would 
fugged,  to  the  free  promife,  which  was  given  to  Abra¬ 
ham  and  his  feed,  and  is  drawn  out  with  greater  per- 
fpicuity  and  glory  under  the  gofpel-ftate  ?  No,  by  no 
means  ;  far  be  it  from  os  to  imagine  any  fuch  incon- 
filtency  and  contrariety  in  God’s  own  difpenfations  ; 
there  is  no  room  for  fuch  a  thought}  one  being  given 
to  fubferve  the  other,  and  not  that  we  might  be  juftifi- 
ed  by  one,  as  well  as  by  the  other :  For  had  there  been 
any  law  enabled,  that  could  have  entitled  a  fallen  crea¬ 
ture  to  life,  on  condition  of  his  performing  the  obedi¬ 
ence  it  required,  it  is  certain  that  God  would  have  fpa- 
red  his  own  Son,  that  eminently  promt  ft  d  feed  of  Abra¬ 
ham  ;  and  righteoufnefs  for  jollification  to  eternal  life 
fhould  bare  confided  in  a  conformity  to  that  law  f. 

22  Cut,  on  the  contrary,  the  facred  feripture  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  in  its  general  tenor,  hath  pronounced 
upon  all  mankind,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  in  their  fall¬ 
en  Hate,  that  they  are  finners,  (Ran.  iii,  9, — 23.  See 
the  note  there, }and  hath  Ihut  them  up  together,  {«’■'»&**» 

nihetn  that  be-  «w)  as  in  a  prifon,  under  a  fentence  of  condemnation, 
*"*•  and  incapacity  of  (atisfying  for  their  pad  offences,  or 

rendering  themfelres  acceptable  to  God  for  time  to 
come,  by  any  obedience  of  their  own  $  and  all  this  is 
declared,  to  the  end  that  there  might  be  no  room  for 
aoy  to  feek,  dr  expe£k  to  be  juftified,  by  their  own 
Works  ;  but  that  the  free  promife  of  pardon,  life  and 
falvation  thro’  faith  in  Cbrift,  which  he  is  both  rbe  ob» 
je£t  and  author  of,  might  take  place,  and  be  graciouf- 
ly  fulfilled  to  every  one  that  believes  in  him. 

23  But  as  we  arc  naturally  llrangers  and  enemies  to 
this  important  truth,  and  it  was  but  obfeurely  intima¬ 
ted 

NOTES. 

*  The  v*ri«j$  ftnfe*  1  have  given  of  God 
0  arc  venr  eondllflit  with,  tbe  apoAle'f 

fope;  though,  perhaps,  the  firft  of  (hem  _ 

jTBght  be  molt  ijimadiatdy  intended!*  (S«  any  which  Oiews  Unit  detaining  juftiika- 
Hi  Uckit  note.)  lion  c©  life  through  is  no t  through 

t  A  tow*  and  by  iht  Jra,  (vo/mc  and  *****  faith  a«  an  riff  of  oht&tntt  to  any  fuppofol 
ft)  in  the  latter  part  of  the  terfe,  are  with-  Jaw,  but  as  it  lays  ho UL  on  Cbritt  for  eternal 
«ut  the  article;  and  therelbTc,  accordiog  to  life,  and  on  the  free  promife  hi  and  through 
Ut  Lxkt' s  rule  of  Interpretation,  (fee  his  him*  (Sec  the  aotc*  on  Rom*  u  17,  and 
Jio'eon  Rom.  ii,  14.)  thw  relate  to  hw  in  |?,  j.] 
ttwd*  and  ihc  apolUc  Dm  oppofa,  tbt 


11  But  the 
fcr.Dture  hath, 
ooduded  all  un¬ 
der  that  the 
pnvmife  by  faith 
of  Jrius  CHrift 
i|ht  be  given 


12  But  before 
ftuJt  came  vc 
were 


On  iii> 
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to  kept  under 

the  bvt  (hut  up 
unto  the  faith 
which  ibould  af¬ 
terwards  be  ro- 
veakd. 


14  Whmrovt 
the  bv  was  our 
Jehool  *  nufler  to 
Irirtr  us  onto 
Chnft,  that  wo 
'might  be  jufli&d 
'by  faith. 


xf  But  after 
that  faith  »  come, 
we  are  no  loader 
under  a  febool- 
matter. 


ted  under  former  difpenCations ;  fo  till  Chrift,  the  00* 
je£t  of  faith  f,  and  the  doftrine  of  juftificarion  and  fal- 
vation,  thro*  faith  in  him,  came  to  be  fully  mamftied 
by  the  gofpel,  and  till  vc  accordingly  were  brought  to 
believe  in  him;  even  thofe  of  us  that  were  educated 
in  the  JevjtJh  religion ,  were  preferred  indeed  under  the 
Mofase  law  from  joining  with  the  idolatrous  rites  of  o* 
ther  nations;  but  were  held  like  captives  in 

ward*  under  its  commanding  and  condemning  femcnce, 
and  were  all  (hut  up  together  as  crimi¬ 

nals  iticlofed  in  prifbn  under  a  fenfe  of  guilr,  and  oh- 
noxioufnefs  to  wrath ;  and  yet  referved  to  be  trained  up 
by  degrees  under  the  difcipline  cf  the  law  unto  the  re¬ 
ceiving  of  Chrift,  and  the  doflrine  of  faith  in  him* 
which  was  afterwards  to  be  revcaltd  with  the  cleared 
evidence  under  a  new  difpenfatioa  of  light  and  grace, 
vaftly  exceeding  all  that  had  ever  gone  before  it* 

24  We  arc  therefore  to  con  fid  er  the  ufe  of  the  whole 
religious  law  of  Mofe*t  under  the  notion  of  a  fchool* 
matter's  office  in  the  education  of  youth,  to  bring  us 
up  for  Chrift,  and  to  direct  and  lead  us,  like  children f 
fvxiUyuyn)  during  our  ftate  of  nonage,  to  him,  as,  by 
the  liriftnefs  of  its  moral  precepts,  and  the  feveriiy  of 
its  curls,  it  (hewed  ns  our  fin  and  dafiger,  the  infaffici- 
ency  of  our  own  righteoufneCs,  and  our  need  of  fuch  a 
perfe£tiy  righteous  and  atoning  Saviour  as  Chrift  is; 
and  as,  by  its  firiroania/  rites  and  typical  Sacrifices,  it 
both  carried  a  conviction  of  our  own  guilt  amt  defile¬ 
ment,  and  pointed  out  his  death  and  fufFcrings  to  us, 
that  we  might  learn  to  quit  all  dependence  on  our  own 
performances  of  the  deeds  of  the  law,  in  any  view  of 
them  wharioever  for  j unification,  and  might  feck  to 
obtain  it  alone  thro*  faith  in  the  meritorious  obedience 
and  facrifice  of  the 

25  But  now,  after  Chrift,  the  object  of  faith,  and  iliz 
doftrineof  jufti&caMon  by  faith  in-  him,  is  made  fully 
mamfeft  under  the  gofpcl-ftate,  and  ve  ourftlves  are 
brought  to  believe  in  him  for  rightepuTnefs  to  eternal 
life,  we  are  got  beyond  that  difpenfation,  and  are  no 
longer,  like  minors,  in  a  (late  or  ignorance,  weakaefit 
and  fervile  fear  unde^the  fever e  pedagogy  of  the  law, 
to  drive  us  by  its  terrors  to  Chrift,  and  to  fhadow  him 
out  to  us  by  its  obfetire  types,  as  one  that  ffiould  come 
to  deliver  us  from  fin  and  wrath, 

26  For 


H  o  T  E. 

f  Tn  this  md  the  next  verfe  but  one*  faith  of  favlog  benefits  only  by  believing  \t  miy 
fans  to  b t  put  for  the  or  the  thrfrfcc  be  proper  to  rake  the  off  of  faith  likc*i/c  ia- 
of  Ubh.  And  yet*  as  we  are  made  partaker*  to  the  imerpreGuioa.. 
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i4  Far  ye  are 
i\\  ihe  children 
Ood  by  fairh 
is  thrill  Jefus* 


17  For  ma* 
st  of  you  as  have 
tan  l-eprizcd  in¬ 
i'11  Chrifl-t  have 
|vv  c*n  (Thrift. 


s3  There  k  mi-* 
»wi-  Jew  nor 
CiTrckT  there  is 
rtHw  bond  nor 
fcic,  (tare  is  ml*- 
tUt  mrie  oar  fr- 
PmScj  t'lpr  ye  are 
aliriie  in  Guilt 


26  For  all  of  you,  my  brethren,  Gentiles  x»  veil  as 
Jews,  that  have  believea  in  Chrift  alone  for  juftifica- 
tion,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel,  are  taken 
into  God4s  family,  not  merely  as  children  in  their  non¬ 
age,  hut  as  Tons  and  heirs,  that  are  advanced  from  mU 
nority  to  mature  age  *,  and  are  admitted  to  higher  pri¬ 
vileges  than  were  formerly  enjoyed,"  even  all  the  blef-' 
lings  that  belong  to  an  evangelical  adoption,  thro*  faith 
in  the  anointed  Saviour,  who  is  already  come,  and  has 
aftiinlljr  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  you.  {II eb. 
ix.  II.) 

27  For  as  many  cf  you,  as  have  been  baptized  in 
the  name  of  Chrift,  and  into  the  faith  and  profefllon  of 
him,  who  has  appointed  that  ordinance  to  be  the  initi¬ 
ating  vifible  feal  of  the  covenant  of  grace  under  the 
New  Teftnment,  asctrcumcifion  was  under  the  Old  j  I 
mean  luch  of  you,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  as  are 
like  wife  anfwerablc  to  its  fignification,  partakers  of  fa- 
ring  benefits  by  fpLitnal  union  with  Cbrift,  ye  have  put 
him  on,  not  in  profeflion  only,  but  in  reality  by  faith, 
as  the  Lord  your  righteoufricis,  and  are,  as  it  were,  all 
over  covered  with  Chrift,  as  n  man  is  with  his  garments, 
and  fo  there  is  no  need  of  your  being  ci rcumcifcd,  in 
order  to  your  acceptance  with  God,  who  looks  upon  you 
in  Chrift  as  one  with  him,  and  as  the  children  of  God 
arrived  at  adult  age,  through  faith  in  him,  (wr,  2 6.) 

2 3  There  is  now  no  diftin&ton  of  nations,  ranks  or 
Pcxes,  with  refpsG  to  gofpel-acccptatice,  privileges  and 
hlcflings  ;  no  difference  between  Jew  and  Gentile,  or 
mailer  and  fenrant,  or  male  and  female;  there  is  no 
prerogative  or  preference  of  one  above  another,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  any  external  ctrcumflances,  as  there  was  in 
former  difpenfations :  For  the  grace  of  God  is  fo  en¬ 
larged  under  the  gofpd-ftate,  that  all  of  you,  who  are 
true 'believers,  whatever  your  religious  or  civil  charac¬ 
ters  have  been,  are  one  holy  body  in  Chrift,  who  is  r- 
qually  and  alike  the  head  of  every  one  of  you,  for  all 
fpi ritual  and  faving  purpafss  *,  and  therefore  circumci- 
fion,  which  was  peculiar  to  males,  and  dcftgned  to  keep 
up  a  diilin&ion  between  Jews  and  Centiies,  is  of  no 
further  life  in  the  church  of  Chrift. 


29  And 


NOTE. 

*  Since  believers  under  the  OM  Tdtairient  to,  or  dilcipHnc  of  tbs  I  air;  and  arc  adnr-i:- 
realty  the  childita  of  God,  as  ^cll  at  ted  to  the  fres  ufc  <*f  tlttir  own  inheritance* 
jWfc  under  the  New,  the  apaftle’s  arjjomcnt  according  10  [he  Jihenyof  gofpel-privifcgw* 
requires,  that  he  be  here  imderlloud  to  ipcak  which  OU  Tcfta  ^cni-hetkveri  were  ftran- 
ef  fjch  child  roil  of  God  by  faith  in  Chrift  £crs  to,  as  he  c*  plain*  himftlf  at  large*  ch* 
as  arc  not  in  a  ftate  of  minority  but  of  if,  i, — 7, 
md  are  freed  from  the  bondage 
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29  And  if  ye  be  really  united  to  Ghriftj  as  bis  living 
members,  and  ioterefted  in  him  and  devoted  to  himr 
then  arc  ye,  tho’  uncircumcifed  in  the  flcfh,  and  of 
Gentile  race,  the  true  children  of  Jbr&ham  in  a  cove¬ 
nant  fenfe ;  and  fo  are  heirs  according  to  the  promife 
which  was  made  to  him  and  his  fpi  ritual  feed,  the  chief 
and  head  of  which  is  Cbnit*  (See  the  paraphrzfe  and 
notes  on  ver*  16 .} 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  egregious,  and  juftly  reproveable  folly  is  it  in  thofc,  that  have  once  re¬ 
ceived  the  dodriue  of  j unification  alone  by  faith  in  Chrifl  and  his  righteouf- 
nefa,  to  depart  from  it,  and  vainly  imagine  that  they  can  be  juftrfied  by  their  own 
works  in  obedience  to  any  law  whatsoever  !  and  how  me&cufably  weak  and  fclf- 
contradictions  is  it  for  them  to  do  this,  after  Chrift  has  been  evidently  fet  forth 
before  them,  as  crucified  for  the  expiation  of  fin,  and  they  have  fuffered  re¬ 
proaches  and  perfremtons  for  their  former  profrftion  of  him  !  This  is  to  begin 
11;  the  Spirit,  and  end  in  the  fldh;  to  exclude  themfclves  from  the  benefit  of 
God’s  proinifes  in  the  gofpcl  ;  to  render  both  Chrifl,  and  all  thetr  own  fuffering* 
for  hts  fake,  altogether  ufdefs  to  themfdyes ;  and  to  run  directly  counter  to  the 
plaincft  observation  and  experience,  which  cannot  but  allure  us,  that  the  viul 
power  of  religion,  and  Gods  attestations  to  it  by  his  Spirit,  do  not  attend  the 
preaching  of  the  law,  but  the  gofpd-doArine  of  faith  in  Chrifl  alone,  for  all  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life*  This  was  the  way  in  which  Abraham  was 
juftified,  according  to  the  difeoveries  that  were  made  of  the  promifcd  feed  in  hh 
days;  and  it  U  only  by  going  into  this  way,  that  we  can  be  his  true  children,  to 
our  fpiritun)  and  cvenafting  advantage  :  For  the  moral  law  pronounces  a  curfc 
for  every  defeat  of  obedience;  and  the  fcripture  allures  us,  that  we  are  all  under 
fin,  and  that  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  he  juIUfied  before  God,  Is  by  fiuth 
in  an  atoning  Saviour.  Adored  be  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  that  Cbritt  has  re¬ 
deemed  them,  that  believe  in  him,  from  the  curie  of  the  law,  by  being  made  a 
curfc  for  them  l  Through  him  the  bleffing  of  Abraham,  as  to  all  external  and 
laving  benefits,  (of  which  the  Spirit,  as  given  to  them,  is  a  fore  pledge)  comes 
Upon  them,  though  they  are  Gentiles,  as  effectually  as  if  they  had  been  native 
Jews;  for  the  promifc,  which  was  made  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  had  a  primary 
reference  to  Chrift,  and  then  to  all  his  members,  as  one  with  him,  and  included 
in  him*  And  how  could  the  law,  which  was  delivered  at  Monat  Sinai  by  the 
minift ration  of  angels,  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  the  promifc  was  given, 
and  confirmed  by  God  terafelf  to  Abraham,  fo  Jong  before ;  how  could  this  dif- 
9unui  that  promifc  t  It  was  fo  far  from  being  mconfiftent  with  the  promife,  that 
hwas  fubfervient  to  its  grand  defign,  while  we  confidcr  it,  as  difcovering  and 
convincing  of  fin,  and  putting  the  awaken'd  confcience  upon  dying  to  the  only 
Saviour,  who  was  typified  by  Mofes,  as  fuftaining  the  office  of  a  Mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  ifrael,  and  while  we  confider  it,  as  tbe  means  of  training  them 
tip  for  a  willing  reception  of  Chrift*  But  how  valuable  foever  that  difpenfation 
was  in  its  feafoo,  Wbat  esufe  have  we  to  blefs  God  fbr  tbe  clear  revelation  of  his 
Meftiah  in  the  gofpel,  and  for  the  more  excellent  and  extenftvc  bleffing*  brought 
io  by  him  !  They  arc  fignified  by  baptifm,  which  is  come  ia  the  room* of  cir- 
cumcifion,  as  the  initiating  viftblc  fcal  of  the  gofpel-covenant  to  Gentiles  as  well 
as  Jews:  And  if  we  have  but  an  intereftm  Chrift,  through  faith  in  him,  what¬ 
ever  we  were  fur  nation,  rank,  or  condition  before,  we  are  now,  whether  male 
or  female,  the  children  of  God,  one  body  in  Chrift,  and  in  tbe  beft  ftnfc  Abra¬ 
ham’s  fced,  and  heirs  of  all  fpiritual  and  heavenly  bleffingSj  according  to  tbe  ut» 
moft  (neaping  of  tbe  promife  made  to  them. 


ip  And  if  yt  be 
Chrift**,  then  arc 
ye  Abraham’s 
feed,  and  heirs  ac¬ 
cording  to  tbe 
promifc. 


CHAP. 


Ch,  ir* 
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Tbs  apoftU  proceeds  to  Jbsiv  the  foil}  of  returning  to  legal  obfcrvances 
for  juftijicaiiony  from  the  rich  advantages  that  the  believing  Jews 
were  partakers  of  by  the  gofpei-difp *nfa tion ,  which  brought  them  out 
of  tbs  fiats  of  bondage  under  the  law,  to  which  they,  like  children 
under  age ,  had  been  fubjeSl  before,  i, — 7*  And  from  the  exceeding 
happy  change  that  was  mads  upon  the  Gcmilc  believer j*  by  their 
converjion  from  idols  to  God,  8, — d.  Me  thereupon  reafms  with 
them  all  againfi  falling  in  with  falfe  teachers,  from  the  great 
tion  they  bad  difeevered  towards  himjdf  and  his  miniflry,  and  from 
the  defigning  temper  of  tbofe  Jtidaizirs  that  had  crept  in  among 
them*  12,— 18.  He  expreffes  his  own  tender  and  earnefi  concent 
for  them,  ip,  20.;  and  then,  refuming  his  main  arginnent ,  illuf- 
tratss  the  difference  between  what  is  to  be  expelled  from  the  law , 
and  from  the  gofpsl ,  in  a  figurative  reprefentation  of  the  children  cf 
pro mije  by  Ifaac,  the  fon  gf  Sarah,  and  of  the  children  that  were 
only  after  the  fiefb  Ifhoiad,  the  fon  of  Hagar,  2i> — 31. 


Tejt* 

VOW  I  hjAhat 
the  heir,  u 
long  y  he  ii  1 

LIU  \& ,  diflereth 

DorhiDg  rttim  a 
frnunt,  though 
U  \k  lord  of  ill ; 


1  But  U  tinder 
tutor*  and  gover¬ 
nors  until  the 
tine  appointed  of 
the  father : 


j  Even  fo  we, 
when  we  were 
i-iuUrcn,  were  in 
bondage  under 
t\tc  LletncntS  of 

lie  wuild : 


Paraphrase. 

VT  O  W  to  Uluftrarc  the  vaft  preference  of  the  gofpcl 
to  the  legal  difpenfition  by  a  pUia  and  fair.iliar 
fi  mil  nude,  I  fay,  that  the  heir  of  a  good  elhte,  during 
all  rhe  time  of  his  non-age,  (lands  in  a  manner  on  a 
level  with  a  mere  fervant,  as  to  fubj action,  and  want 
of  liberty  for  ufing  and  enjoying  his  inheritance!  though 
he  be,  in  right,  tne  proprietor  of  the  whole,  he  docs  not 
live  like  one  entitled  to  all  his  riches* 

2  But  he  is  under  the  direction  and  dtfeipline  of 
matters,  to  educate  him  in  fuch  a  way  as  may  be  moil 
fui table  to  his  prefen t  clrcumUances,  and  to  the  low 
conceptions  of  his  young  mind  ^  and  is  under  the  al¬ 
lowance  and  government  of  guardians,  or  Uuftees,  to 
order  all  things  concerning  him,  and  to  manage  his  c~ 
ftate  for  him  that  he  may  he  fitted  to  enter  upon  poffeE* 
fion  of  it,  and  10  receive  it  with  advantage  at  fuch  a 
term  of  life  as  had  been  beforehand  fettled  by  bis  father* 

3  Even  fo,  to  apply  this  to  the  cafe  of  thole  of  us 
that  are  JewiJb  believers,  when  under  the  Old  Tcfta- 
ment-difprnfation,  which  may  be  called  the  infant- ftate 
of  the  church,  with  relpefl;  to  fpiritual  light  and  liber¬ 
ty,  privileges  and  enjoyments,  we  were  -tku  minors 
training  up  for  a  better  flats  under  the  gofpel;  we  were 
then  dealt  with  more  like  fenrants  than  Ions  and  heirs, 
as  being  under  the  fertile  and  obfeure  dilcipline  ot  the 
law,  enflavetl  by  its  terrors,  and  ritd  down  to  Ub  typi¬ 
cal  obfcrvuuces*  which  gave  \r>  only  dawning  hints  of 

t  Y  the 


Voi.  IV* 


3jS  Thi 


4  Bit%  u'lim 
T^c  luln-rfs  nf 
;iiv*e  cun)?* 
God  ft*  it  iorrSi 
his  &m  m*de  cf 
a  u-uman»  nude 
under  tiic  Ijw, 


j  To  redeem 
thcrt>  thit  veru 
under  the  JaA', 

t!:at  mirJit  rc- 
i'eivc  rhe  adoption 
C4’  fui;:.* 
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the  fpiritnal  and  heavenly  inheritance,  that  we  were  en¬ 
titled  to,  Ijy  viitueof  the  pcomife  made  to  Abraham^ 
ni*  1 8. )  and  which  nbfer vances,  like  the  At  B%  Cf 
or  children,  may  be  ftyled  the  principles  or  rudiments 
iii  the  world,  becaufe  they  confided  of  refembjances 
taken  from  worldly  things,  and  were  faited  to  the  in* 
{Irtitlicm  and  government  of  children,  that  are  moll  af¬ 
fected  and  influenced  by  ftnfihle  objects  ",  and  becaufe 
they  were  fo  earthly  in  their  own  nature,  that  they  could 
no:  of  ihcxidves  carry  any  one's  thoughts  and  hopes, 
views  and  rclifli,  beyond  the  bkllings  of  this  world,  to 
thefe  or'  binven  and  glory. 

4  But  when  the  full  time  was  come,  which  God  the 
Father,  who  g*ve  us  our  inheritance,  had  fore-appoint¬ 
ed  in  Ids  eternal  decrees,  and  fore-told  and  marked  out 
in  amidst  prophecies  j  and  which,  by  reafon  of  the 
gviicrai  and  great  degeneracy  on  one  hand,  and  expec¬ 
tations  on  the  other  amengfr  the  j hzu$j  was  high  time 
h:r  a  reformation,  and  for  introducing  a  more  iiluftrious 
Pure  of  light,  liberty,  and  joy  to  die  children  of  God, 
that  ibey  might  live  and  appear  like  rhofe  that  (land  tn 
fo  near  and  dear  a  relation  to  him j  he  then,  in  the  rich¬ 
es  of  h>s  infinite  wifdom,  hive  and  grace,  fent  his  own 
eternal! y  jnc-exiflent  Son,  in  a  way  of  fpecial  operation 
unti  mamfedation,  into  our  wotld,  that  he,  by  wonder¬ 
ful  difpeufatioii,  might  be  conceived,  and  born  of  a 
virgin,  (A Lift*  i*  IS, — 23.)  and  fo  might  be  emphati¬ 
cally  and  peculiarly  the  feedqf  thsivomany  miruculouf- 
ly  made  of  her  fubftance,  without  the  concurrence  of 
any  man,  according  to  the  firft  proimfe  of  him,  {Gen* 
iii*  15-};  and  that  having  voluntarily  aflumed  human 
nature  into  perfonal  union  with  himfelf,  he,  who  wafi 
both  God  and  man,  might,  by  a  judicial  cob  (ti  ration  be 
placed  as  a  fubjeef  both  under  the  precept  and  the  curfe 
of  the  low,  which  we  were  bound  to  have  obeyed,  but 
hud  trsmfgreJTcd,  and  thereby  incurred  its  penalty. 

5  The  great  dclign  of  vvbofe  incarnation,  and  being 

thus  hi  ought  under  the  law,  was,  that  he  might  be  fit¬ 
ted  for,  and  go  through  a  complete  courfc  of  obedience 
and  fn  fieri  ng$  unto  death,  in  anfwcr  to  all  its  demand:* 
and  at  that  dear  expence  might  redeem  his  people  that 
were  under  the  law,  and  under  its  curfe*  {chap*  iii* 
io,  13*)  to  the  end  that  thofe  of  us,  who  believe  in 
him,  might  be  no  longer  under  its  condemning  fe:i- 
tence,  nor  under  its  rigorous  admmiflratiou,  but  might 
be  made  partakers  of  all  the  privileges  of  the  gofpcl-fU:t*, 
that  pertain  to  the  adoption  of  children,  even  of  fuch 
as  are  arrived  at  mature  age*  (See  the  note  on  chap* 
Hi*  ai-)  6  And 


Ch.  ir. 


4  And  bctaufe 
yrait  fans,  God 
Lth  lent  forth 
the  Spirit  of  h h 

5vu  tuto  your 
Ltjrt  j ,  crying^ 

Ahbif  Father. 


>  Wherefore, 
thou  art  no  more 
i.  Grraot,  bin  a 
fi>n;  and  if  a  G>n, 
then  up  heir  of 
Cod  through 
Cliiift. 


ft  Howbcitthen* 
when  ye  knew 
tv*i  God,  ye  did 
-*iy  vice  unlo  them 
vlvich 
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6  And  becaofc  Got)  has  fo  far  dignified  yon,  my 
Chriftian  brethren,  whether  ye  be  Jews  or  G entiles^  as 
to  make  yon  his  adult  fons  by  a  free  act  of  gracious  a- 
doprion;  and  to  entitle  you  to,  and  give  you  poiTefiion 
of,  fuch  high  and  glorious  privileges;  therefore,  as  a 
token  and  proof  of  it,  he  has  fenr  forth  the  lisiy  Spirit 
from  heaven,  who  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Son  as  well  as  cf 
the  Father,  and  is  communicated  by  fpecial  difpenfa* 
tioiij  through  the  exalted  Head  and  Redeemer,  to  dwell 
in  your  fouls  with  a  richer  abundance  cf  gifts  and  gra¬ 
ces  than  were  vouchfafed  under  the  Mofaic  oecnnomy 
to  form  you  into  the  temper  of  the  children  of  God, 
and  bear  witneft  with  your  fpirits  that  ye  are  fo,  {Rev u 
viii.  15,  %6+)  and  to  give  you  a  humble  liberty  and 
boldness  in  your  dealings  with  God,  whereby  ye  are 
taught  and  enabled  to  claim  and  call  upon  him,  and  to 
be  ingenuoully  afiV&ed  toward  him  with  defire,  faith, 
and  love,  with  becoming  reverence  and  filial  obedience, 
with  complacemiat  delight  and  joy,  and  with  h^ly  con* 
fitLnce  in  his  care  and  kindnrft,  and  zeal  for  Ids  ho-* 
Hour  and  glory,  as  your  heavenly  Father;  which,  ro 
comprehend  both  Jews  and  Gentikst  I  chufe  to  exprefs 
in  the  Hebrew  language,  by  the  word  Abba*  ami  by 
another  word  in  the  Greeks  which  anfwcrs  to  ir,  as  it 
fignifics  Father  (»****v*J 

7  Whofoever  therefore  you  be,  that  believes  in 
Ohrid,  you  axe  no  longer  to  be  accounted  and  treated 
as  a  fervant,  kept  at  a  diftaiice,  and  fubje£hd  ro  a  fo 
vere  difctplinc,  as  the  children  of  God  in  their  minori¬ 
ty  w tie  under  the  law  ;  but  you  are  to  be  looked  upon 
and  dealt  with,  as  a  fon  of  ripe  age  ;  and  if  you  are  a 
a  fon,  then  are  yon  an  heir;  yea,  if  a  fon  under  the 
liberty  of  the  gofpef,  then  an  heir  in  pffjfon  of  a 
great  part  of  your  inheritance,  as  an  carnelt  of  your 
enjoying  the  whole  in  ail  its  grandeur  amt  delights, 
when  you  arrive  at  the  meafure  of  the  picture  cf  the 
fuirufs  of  Chrift}  (liph*  iv*  13.};  an  heir,  I  f.ir,  of  no 
left  an  inheritance,  than  of  the  all  fcfiicieut  £it-d  him- 
fclf  for  your  portion,  in  and  through  the  Lord  jefus 
Cbrift,  in  his  righr,  and  on  his  account,  and  together 
with  him,  who  is  his  eternal  Son  and  heir  of  ail  things^ 
(Heb*  L  2,)  Surely  then  none  of  you  can  have  any 
good  reafon  to  return  back  to  the  Uvr,  and  lay  the 
grounds  of  your  acceptance  with  God  in  your  obedi* 
ence  to  it, 

8  But,  (****)  as  to  thole  of  you  that  are  Gentile  be¬ 
lievers,  ii  is  molt  of  all  ah  bird  and  unaccountably  tool* 
ifit  in  tou  to  emertcruin  a  thought  of  any  thing  like 

Y  %  it 
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which  liy  uatur« 
m  no  fuji- 


p  Bin  iioiVj  af* 
ter  (hjf  yv  have 
kronen  God,  or 
rather  are  known 
of  Cod,  hovr  turn 
yc  aj'ain  into  the 
weak  and  Iwggar- 
ly  elements  , 
■w  hereunto  ye  de- 
finr  again  to  be  m 
bondage 


it :  To  convince  you  of  this*  and  imprefs  yon  with  a 
deep  fenfe  of  it,  let  me  remind  you,  that  in  the  days 
of  your  unregeneracy,  and  alt  along  io  your  (late  of 
heath  eni  fm,  yc  were  utrer  ftrangers  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  only  true  God,  and  to  all  promtfes  of  his  favour 
and  love,  and  all  difeoveries  of  the  way  wherein  ye 
might  be  dilcharged  from  the  guilt  of  your  fins,  and 
find  acceptance  with  him  to  eternal  life}  and  being 
then  ign'orant  of  him,  ye  paid  religious  fervice  to  idols 
of  your  own  invention,  whether  docks  or  Hones,  or 
the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  or  fome  famous  heroes  or 
hrndaftors,  or  other  imaginary  deities*,  none  of 
which  had  any  proper  diviniry  in  them  >  and  therefore, 
whatfocrer  the  pretence  might  be,  no  religious  homage 
ought  to  have  been  offered  to  any  of  them,  as  not  be* 
ing  partakers  of  the  nature  and  perfections  of  the  true 
God,  who  only  is  to  he  worfhipped  aod  adored.  ( Mattb . 
iv.  io.) 

9  But  now,  fince  ye  have  been  brought  by  the 
light  and  power  of  the  gofpel,  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  only  true  God)  or  rather  have,  in  his  infinite  con- 
defeenfion  and  grace,  been  taken  notice  of,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  regarded  by  him,  who  has  found  you  out,  and 
brought  you  to  the  knowledge  of  himfelf  through 
Jefus  Chrilt,  and  owned  you  for  hit  and  now,  after 
ye,  or  at  lead  fome  of  yon,  as  i  trull,  have  been 
approved,  and  freely  accepted  of  him  in  the  Beloved  : 
What  an  infatuation  and  piece  of  ingratitude  is  it  in 
any  of  you,  to  turn  afide  again  from  the  light  and 
grace  of  the  gofpel,  and  from  all  its  holy  and  delight¬ 
ful  liherty,  to  a  bondage,  which  ye  were  never  under 
before,  and  confifts  in  being  fubjeft  to  the  dark  hints 
and  fevere  tnjun£tions  of  the  Mofaic  law,  which  ate  fa 
■weak  as  to  be  utterly  inefficient  to  make  peace  with 
God,  or  purge  the  conference  from  guilt,  or  to  fecure 
from  his  wrath,  and  obtain  acceptance  with  him  ;  and 
are  fo  poor  and  beggarly*  as  to  be  in  themfelves  altoge¬ 
ther  incapable  of  enriching  the  foul  with  fpi ritual 
knowledge,  grace  and  peace,  or  any  folid  comfort  and 
fatisfaction  relating  to  its  bell  and  eternal  interefts  ? 
and  they  are  indeed  now  &  impoverished,  fince  their 

typical 


NOTE. 


*  lfereb  a  manifeft  confutation  of  the 
popiifc  diftioftion  between  Dtttm  and  Lairiay 
as  if  the  former  were  a  tower  kind  of  wor¬ 
th  ip,  whxh  may  be  gittn  to  feints  and  an- 
geli,  »ul  the  Liter  only  were  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  to  Go  d ;  for  the  apoftie  in  condemn¬ 
ing  what  thefc  GaUtiaus  did,  when  they  were 
iiijfeuous  bcaihcns,  Jays,  {(JyAtiraTi)  Yc 


£ivc  Dull*  to  them,  which  by  nature  arc  no 
Gudi ;  aligning  that  as  die  rcafon  why  fuel* 
religious  homage  ought  nm  tohutto  |b«t 
to  them.  And  this  reifun  bolds  equally 
ft  rang,  not  ^uly  agduft  all  religious  adora¬ 
tion  of  iaiou  and  augers  but  even  of  out 
I^ord  Jefus  Chrift  himfetr,  uaief*  be  were  !  i 
uaiurt  Gwt. 


Ch.  in 
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to  Ye  obfrrve 
tliytjind  noaihs^ 
aad  timet,  ii ml 
yew 


tl  f  am  afraid 
efyoo, Jdl  1  have 
fctftowcd  upon 
you  labour  in 

uirt. 


ti  Brethren,  I 
beTwch  you,  beat 
1  £«»  for  J  ant  it 
ye  err; L  ye  have 
n^iujurd  me  at 
til. 


typical  meaning  lias  been  fulfilled  in  Chrifl,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  them.  How  furprifmg  and  inexcufabte 
then  is  fr,  that  even  fome  of  you  who  could  have  no 
antecedent  attachment  to  the  law,  as  the  Jews  had, 
fhouid  defire  to  go  backwards,  and  put  yourfeives  again 
under  a  yoke  or  fervitude,  inftead  of  that,  though  of 
another  fort,  which  ye  formerly  were  enflaved  by,  and 
are  now  happily  delivered  from-*  ? 

ro  Tbat  ye  have  ftrong  propenlions -to  blend  the 
Mofaic  law  with  the  gofpel  as  if  ye  could  not  otherwife 
be  j uftified  before  God,  is  too  apparent  from  your  be¬ 
ing,  as  I  perceive,  zealous  for  obftrving  (like  the  car¬ 
nal  Jews  that  lay  a  great  firefs  upon  thefe  things) 
their  fabbaths  and  new-moons,  (fee  the  note  on  Col,  ii. 
16.)  as  well  as  their  firft  and  fcvtnth  months;  and 
their  foleron  fcftirals,  fiich  as  the  pafibver,  pentecoft, 
and  the  feaft  of  tabernacles ;  and  their  feventh  year  of 
reUafc,  and  fiftieth  year  of  jubilee,  as  tho’  the  whole 
law  were  Hill  as  much  in  force  as  ever. 

11  When  I  think  of  thefe  fad  defections,  l  cannot 
but  be  tenderly  concerned  for  you,  and  terribly  afraid, 
left  all  the  pains  I  have  taken  with  you,  by  faithfully 
and  bborioufly  talk! ag  in  private,  and  preaching  in 
public,  fhouid  eventually  prove  ineffectual,  and  to 
no  manner  of  good  purpose,  as  to  many  of  you  t  >  and 
fo  all  my  hopes  of  you  fhouid  be  difappointed,  and  ye 
fhouid  fall  into  perdition. 

12  Let  me  then,  my  beloved  brethren,  earnefUy  in- 
treat  you,  by  all  the  endearments  of  one  that  heartily 
wifhes  your  happinels,  to  entertain  the  fame  fciuiments, 
as  to  the  important  article  of  jollification,  with  myfclf, 
who  oace  was  as  zealous  of  the  law  as  any  of  you'  can 
be,  tho*,  through  the  grace  given  to  me,  [now  count 

all 


NOTES. 


41  Their  ixrfix?  again  ft  -mtak  and  beggar  fy 
thmcnUt  and  dcurhig  dgein  it  bt  ta  bmdagty 

i-mat  he  underflood  u  if  they  had  been 
uittl  10  thole  elements  2nd  tbat  bondage  be¬ 
fore;  tonufcj  a sappem  frem  die  foregoing 
vtrfc,  Mwy  bad  been  ooQTtrtcd,  not  from 
Jrvifi  proielydffflj  but  from  idthtrtui  he^- 
dienifm,  fb  never  hud  been  under  the 
Af^tie  law  before;  and  therefore  it  feem 
ntedWy  to  underftand  the  apo/Uc  to  mean 
tint,  as  the^  had  been  tmder  heathen  ixm- 
fbge,  and  iolbitd  by  the  principles  and 
practices  of  fu  mem  and  wretched  a  religion, 
fnjm  which  they  were  now  delivered,  it  wa* 
v^ry  flnngc  that  they  fbould  defire  to  beeir* 
Knnciftd,  and  rlicreuy  obliged  fo  ^bfovc  the 
whole  law  uf  for  juftiticition,  and  Jo 

come  again  into  bondage,  which,  t  h^iiTgli  it 
was  of  a  dilftrrnt  Future  from  wlisw  they  were 
yndcr  before ;  yet  was  radly  a  iLtc  of  boa- 


d*ge,  dMJr  contrary  tn  the  light  and  li¬ 
berty  of  the  go  I  j  ml  mto  which  they  had 
been  brought- 

f  If  the  (J  datum  had  not  laid  a  ft  rtfs  up¬ 
on  their  leg  d  observances,  ut  neetj/arj  lojuf- 
it  ft  Cal  km,  I  c^n  hardly  think  that  the  ^)*illle 
would  have  cKprcilcn  ids*  tears  as 

he  dues  here,  left  :dl  hi.  Is  him  r  with  theui 
ftktulrl  prove  to  he  in  vam;  and  that  he  would 
have  tarred  the  mutter  fo  far,  us  to  tel)  them 
roundly,  that  on  this  «rount  Chrill  would 
be  of  no  sftrft  to  ’.hem,  (ch.ip,  w  j.)  F-v, 
though  they  mtajit  have  been  i-i  a  grots  mu* 
take,  as  ro  rive  oblivion  of  obf.rviri;.;  the 
Mtfiic  ttw,  ye;  it  would  iv>t  lUrely  hive 
bwu  a  fun  *te  mental  error,  insmliftctit  with 
falv-t'oti,  unlc!*  they  dcpo'.jdtri  upon  it,  ay 
nectlliry  to  i  her  aci.-pvtuc?  with  Uml.  (*ec 

thciiJte  ->»  cha?.  v*  &  ) 
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all  things  hut  tofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
'  Chrijl  Jc/uj  my  Lord%  Scc**(Pbii  in*  8,  9.)  and  I  beg 
of  you  to  he  the  fame  in  aJfrftion  to  me  as  I  am  to 
you;  for  I  am  fu  much  one  with  you,  as  to  be  willing 
to  condcfccnd  to,  and  bear  with  you  in  the  ufe  of  Jsw* 
ijb  rites*  while  they  are  left  as  matters  of  indifference* 
and  even  to  ufc  them  myfclf,  on  fpecial  occafions,  (fee 
the  notes  on  Acls  xvi,  3*  and  xviiu  1 8,  and  xxi. 14* — 2 6.) 
as  far  as  may  be  confident  with  the  truth  and  liberty  of 
the  gofpcl,  and  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  your  fouls  + ; 
and  my  heart  is  with  you*  as  much  as  yours  can  b*z 
with  me  :  Ye  may  therefore  bt  furc  that  I  have  no  ill- 
will  to  you,  in  what  I  have  been  faying  ;  nor  indeed 
have  I  had  any  occafion  for  it  hitherto,  fince  1  never 
yet  received  any  ill-treat  mem  from  you ;  And  I  Jove 
you  fo  well,  that,  if  the  attempts  of  faife  teachers  tofup- 
plant  me,  (wr-  17  )  have  ever  carried  you  into  any  de- 
ilgus  of  pcrfonal  difrefpe£k  or  injury  to  me,  I  can  ealily 
1  Ye  kn/w  cvcr^00^  **>  fo  far  as  it  only  relates  to  mylclf. 
ho»Ahr<Mifibiii-  !3  As  to  my  afeflion  toward  you,  ye  well  know, 
Cmiiry  of  the  and  cannot  but  remember,  that  when  I  firft  came  a- 
mong  ycu,  fuch  was  my  felicitous  concern  and  earned 
joutt  tkefirfl.  defile  for  your  frivation,  that  I  laboured  abundantly  in 
explaining*  proving,  and  recommending  the  gofpcl  of 
Chrid  to  you,  under  great  dilticuhies  and  fufferings  in 
the  flefli,  to  the  impairing  of  my  bodily  ftrcDgih;  un¬ 
der  injurious  defamations  and  reproaches ;  and  under 
con  fide  rable  difadvautages  from  the  defpi  cable  appear* 
ance  of  my  perfon,  and  the  ungraceful  manner  of  my 
delivery-  (2  Cor ,  x,  io-  and  xi-  6*  and  xii,  7,}  *, 
t4  And  mj  Andastowwr  effeEtion  to  me,  yc  were  then  fo 

in  my  wondertuliy  with  my  mimftry,  that  ) 

yw  dwpifed  nor,  ye  did  noc  flight  it,  or  fet  me  at  nought,  much  lefs  did 
Tc  reject  the  do£bmc  I  preached,  or  dif- 

in5ci  of  g «d,  dain  me,  like  one  that  defrived  to  be  fpit  upon  vri;h 
tutu  isChrittje*  contempt  and  indignation,  a s  fome  others  have  done, 
^'s*  on  account  of  the  infirmities  and  humbling  trials  that 

1  was  cxercifed  with  in  ihc  body:  But  ye,  ueverthclrfs, 

entertained 


NOTES. 

+  As  the  aprftle’s  chief  defirc  was  to  *  koine  or  other,  and  cfpecially  tbt  Ufl  ti 
hrinp  them  over  to  what  he  knew  to  he  the  theft  trials,  « th*  them  in  th* 

(ritth  uf  ihtr  (joipcf*  (v#r*  19)  f<*  he  tift*  i  <  «t  veifc,  ftem  fo  be  mcmt  by  the  rsjirnc 
where  tt!i*  115,  rim,  *&  for  a*  lawfully  rnighi  or  -a>t<ttvtfs  of  bis  drib,  but  *1; 

be,  he  mcM  vil  alt  wtH,  tba:  be  the  Gtrhtiws  wdl  knew  what  he  icfcrrvj  x  t 

wxotfivtfcttc,  at:ci  ■hat  he  pleat'd  all  men  iu  there  was  do  octaGon  for  him  lo  pari!i‘i>t<i+ 
fill  r,*i  fctki*,*  hs,  orjtff  prept,  bu  the  rise  them  ;  And  this,  as  Mr  Lathe  obCrr-. 

yrtyU  <f  rwcj,  that  thej  tc  faved  {t  5^  an  iu(|jnco  of  the  ntiavuiddblc  obfevrity  -r 
Cor  jx,  i*_  3f  }  And  theitfcic,  Crtoc  pafTt^ej  in  cptAobry  n-iuing^  svtt)‘u;.r 

tlinnehft  of  this  kind  are  taken  into  any  fault  of  the  author*  But  we  ftmild  *r 

rajihrjic,  toguLher  with  &d  agreement  in  af*  member,  that  this  is  fnrh  an  obfcanr|  ,i- 
^l*ou-  \w*  to  things  ui’  little  importasscc  Ukus. 


Cfa.  IT. 


i{  Where  is' 
:;irn  the  Ijn  ffft- 
nd'a  you  fpikeof? 
jor  1  bear  y*u 
jceor d,  that  it  U 
I'M  ettn  pofiible* 
v*  wmili  have 
piutke s  out  yo\\f 
turn  eye*, 

giTCu  ther  , 
to  me- 


(tf  Am  1  (here* 
fort  become  your 
rjimr,  bccuift  I 

fell  yoyihc  truth  .J 


'7 

Their 

7.r~U 

cn3y 

sitcci 

you, 

not  w*:ll : 

yea, 

they 

world 

cx- 

cluila 

V^l, 

vui  miirh  t  sflVtt 
then. 
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entertained  and  embraced  my  m  efface,  aril  in e  for  its 
Cake*  with  as  much  readinefs  and  plnfu:v,  fls  a  mef- 
feuger  of  God  and  ambaRador  oPChnft,  as  if  1  had 
been  one  of  the  holy  angels,  whom  God  had  dispatched 
immediately  from  heaven  to  deliver  it  to  you  ;  yea*  as 
if  I  had  been  even  the  Mcfliah  hi  in  It  If,  whom  God  has 
anointed  to  be  the  only  Savi  rat* 

15  What  then  ia  now  become  of  aU  thofe  high  tx* 
pretiions  of  ardi.ur  wi{hc£  for  my  profperity  in  rht:  work 
of  the  Lord*  which  at  that  time  ye  heaped  upon  me, 
and  of  all  the  happinefs  which  ye  (hen  (o  fotemnly, 
and  with  fuch  zeal,  and  appearances  of  finccritv,  pro¬ 
filed  to  have  and  hope  for,  by  means  of  mv  mini  tiring 
in-  gofpel  to  you  ?  Is  all  this  fergot  and  loft,  and  like 
to  come  to  nothing,  though  yc  rhen  talked  fo  much  a- 
bout  it  ?  for  1  myfelf*  having  been  an  eye-witnefs  of 
it,  mn ft  teftify  concerning  you,  that,  as  Far  as  l  could 
judge  by  words  and  actions,  fneb  was  tht*  i’eivor  of 
your  love  and  joy,  that  had  it  been  a  pr  fiible  thing, 
and  could  it  have  been  of  any  advantage  to  me*  yc 
would  have  undergone  all  the  feverity  and  iticonveni** 
ence  of  even  plucking  your  own  eyes  outef  youi  heads* 
to  put  them  into  mine, 

16  How  then  comes  it  to  paf>,  tlut  ye  fhoiild  now 

grow  fo  cool  to  me,  who  am  ftiii  the  fame  to  you  ;  and 
that  yc  fliould  be  fo  ready  to  give  up  thole  very  dec- 
trines  which  ye  then  fo  much  admired  and  were  af- 
fcfkcd  with  %  and  fliould  now  think  of  fjrf iking  me 
and  them*  and  of  adhering  tojudar/mg  teachers  ami 
their  pernicious  errors?  What  is  it  that  could  indue* 
you  tu  take  fuch  in  unhappy  and  furpriring  turn  ?  U  it 
becaufc  I  have  been  plain  and  faith;  ul  in  rnainuioing 
the  truth  and  importance  uf  the  pure  doctrine  of  the 
gofpel,  and  331  warning  you  of  the  dangertus  conic- 
tpicncc  of  mixing  the  works  of  the  law  with  faith  in 
Chrift  for  juftification  ?  Mmft  I  be  counted  yt'ur  enemy 
for  this?  why,  this  was  the  moft  kind  :md  friendly 
thing  I  could  do  for  you;  as  fuch  I  it,  and  ye 

ought  to  have  received  it:  ISu:  it  am'  v\  you  think  ■.»■* 
therwife,  and  arc  prejudifed  again  ft  n;t:  for  It,  the 
greater  is  your  guilt,  and  the  more  are  ye  to  be  pitied. 

17  As  to  thole  fttlfs  t eat  ben t  that  would  pervert 
you,  and  prejudife  your  minds  **gj;rftt  me,  t!wy  pro- 
fefs  to  have  an  extraordinary  allcction  and  '/'.Vihui  con¬ 
cern  for  you;  but  it  is  not  with  an  upright  dd;gn  ior 
your  fpiritual  advantage,  nor  do  they  ;:c:-  honemribly 
{»■****)  in  their  attempts  upon  you  n,*y,  thry  prince 
pally  aim  at  alienating  your  hearts  iru.:i  me*  a*1'1-  ir7 

apouolic 
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T*  Bgt  :'J  is  fpod 
i>  tie  wa'iMill)’  iff- 
fit  k  1  always  in 
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r->;  only  l 
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you. 


?ij  Mt  Utdc 
t Hi ’  irr  i  r ,  oiwh  fi  m 

I  tr-iVail  in  Hirth 
Fj|f  ^’i/.inrii  Chrilt 
beiumcd  in  ytu* 
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apoftolic  doflrine  and  authority,  that  they  may  engrofs 
you  to  themfclves,  and  bring  you  into  a  blind  and  tame 
fuhmiffion  to  their  own  ufurped  dominion  over  your 
faith  \  they  would  (hut  out  all  your  regards  to  me  and 
my  office,  that  rhe  whole  tide  of  your  efttem,  honour, 
ami  applaiifr,  may  run  toward  them. 

i8'  iiut  it  a  very  beautiful,  laudable,  and  ex¬ 

cellent  temper,  much  to  be  de  fired,  that  your  zeal  he 
always  carried  out  uniformly  to  the  perfon  *  or  thing, 
that  is  really  worthy  of  it ;  ami  that  it  be  fo,  not  mere¬ 
ly  during  my  prefence  with  you,  to  win  you  over  to  a 
good  opinion  of  myfclf,  whom  ye  then  took  to  be  a 
good  man  ;  and  "of  the  gofjxl,  which,  as  ye  then 
thought,  is  certainly  the  belt  news  that  ever  was  brought 
to  limiers  of  our  world:  This  would  be  a  plain  evi¬ 
dence  that  ycur  imprefiions  were  well-grounded  on 
judgment/  and  fixed  in  your  hearts  ;  whereas  your  un- 
ilc*dy  temper  and  eonduft  have  a  quite  contrary  afpeck. 

19  My  dear,  rho*  weak  children  in  the  faith*  whom 
T  hoped  I  had  inflrumentaily  begotten  to  Chritl  through 
the  gofpel,  (t  Cor .  iv,  15.}  I  feek  not  yours,  but  you  ; 
and  docs  net  value  what  ye  think  of  me,  if  ye  be  but 
brought  home  to  C drift,  that  he  may  have  the  glory  of 
faying  you  ;  and  therefore,  like  a  woman  in  the  pain¬ 
ful  hour  of  child  birth,  I  have  now  again  as  ftrong 
throws  and  agonies  of  fpirit,  aud  as  pr effing  a  ftlici- 
tude  for  your  recovery  as  ever  I  formerly  had  Tor  your 
convert!  ou  from  idolatry  to  the  Chrtfthm  religion  ;  and 
I  cannot  but  go  on  in  the  vehemence  of  my  concern  to 
life  all  poffibic  means  with  you,  till  1  may  have  the  plea- 
furc  of  finding,  that  ihe  pure  detinue  of  justification 
by  Chrift  alone  thro*  faith  in  him,  is  really  formed  and 
tf  xed  in  your  minds  and  hearts,  fo  as  to  influence  you, 
like  □  vital  principle,  in  all  your  dealings  with  God  for 
eternal  life  *,  and  that  all  the  beauties  of  his  holy  image 
arc  imprefiVd  upon  you. 

20  So  great  is  my  defire  after  you,  that,  were  it  in 
my  power,  I  could  heartily  wifli  myfclf  to  be  at  this 
vrry  rime  in  your  company  to  talk  freely  with  you,  that 
I  might  confirm  the  truth,  anfwer  objeftions,  filence 
cavils,  and  farisfy  doubts  and  Temples  by  word  of 
mouth,  which  cannot  be  done  fo  well  by  alerter;  and 
might  vary  my  difeourfe  with  you,  in  a  way  of  cneou* 
ragemem  or  rebuke,  as  occasions  require.  And  O  how 
would  it  rejoice  my  very  foul  to  find  room  for  {peaking 

with 

NOT  a. 

*  lx  *  gttd  thr\*  (ty  xaAtt)  mav  likewise  liim frlf :  but  hr  all  along  fpoLfi  or  his 
he  ■VTj-icuvi  rs  a  w'pw,  i*y  wbirH  the  a-  iWriw*  as  writ  as  of  his  it 

pqlt Jr  jbpptifni  in  his  aioa4t  y,  tc  rECan  bdt  to  include  botfi. 


to  I  ilrfirr  to 
p  re  tent  wi  lt 

T'T’t  1IOU’,  tlxt  1*1 

,;=^r  my  V0ic?» 
^  -  1  (land  in 
,  Ijf  you* 
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u  TeUmc,  ye 
tbit  dcCrc  t«  be 
Hinder  the  lwf  do 
>t  not  hear  the 

lit? 


with  a  fofter  tone  of  voice,  and  with  greater  encourage¬ 
ment  to  you,  than  your  prefent  th reaming  circumftances 
feem  to  admit  of!  for  to  tell  you  the  truth*  by  what  I 
have  learnt  of  lite  concerning  your  principles  and  be¬ 
haviour,  I  am  much  in  doubt,  whether  the  work  of 
grace  has  ever  been  effe£lunlly  wrought  in  Come  of  your 
hearts  j  and  whether  many  of  you  may  not  at  length, 
contrary  ro  my  former  hopes,  prove  to  be  utter  apo- 
ftates.— But,  to  return  to  my  main  argument, 

it  I  would  ferioufly  afk  thofe  of  you,  that  are  in¬ 
clined  to  be  under  the  law  for  juftification,  by  your 
own  obedience  to  it;  and  I  beg  that  your  own  coofci- 
ences  would  anfwer  me,  as  in  the  fear  and  prefence  of 
God,  and  as  though  ye  were  now  a&ually  Handing  be¬ 
fore  his  awful  bar  in  judgment;  When  that  law  is  read 
in  your  rcltgtcus  affcmblies,  or  elfewhere,  do  ye  not 
hear  and  attend  ro,  or  do  ye  not  understand  and  confi¬ 
de  r,  what  dreadful  things  it  denounces  againft  all  that 
are  under  it  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  it  ?  (ebap. 
iii«  ;o.)  And  do  ye  never  reflect  in  particular,  how  the 
writings  of  Mo/cs ,  whom  ye  feem  to  be  fo  fond  of,  has 
figured  out  the  wide  difference  there  is  between  thofe 
that  feck  j  unification  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  thofe 
that  trek  it  alone  by  faith  in  Chrift? 

22  For  there  it  is  recorded,  [Gen.  xvi.  15.  and  xxi.  2, 
3.)  of  Abrabamt  the  father  of  the  faithful,  with  whom 
God  made  his  covenant  and  with  his  feed,  that  he  had 
two  fons  which  were  types  of  different  forts  of  difpen- 
fations,  and  of  different  forts  of  that  patriarch’s  feed; 
One  was  Ijhmael  by  H ago, r,  a  young  woman,  who 
was  no  hetter  than  an  Egyptian)  and  a  Have  under 
bonds  of  fervitude  to  her  millrefs,  (Gen.  xvi.  1,  2.) 
and  the  other  was  djaac  by  Sarabt  his  proper  wife,  who, 
as  fuch,  was  a  free- woman  entitled  to  the  privileges  of 
bet  relation  to  fuch  a  hufbiind  *» 

23  But  there  was  Hkewife  this  further  difference  be¬ 
tween  them,  IJbmael)  the  fon  whom  he  had  by  Hagar 
the  bond-ilave,  was  born  only  according  to  the  common 
law  of  natural  generation,  while  both  the  parents  were 
young  enough  to  have  children  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  things ;  whereas  ffaact  who  was  Abraham's  fon  by 
Sarah  his  lawful  wife,  was  given  him  in  an  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  even  miraculous  manner,  by  virtue  of  a  free 
and  gracious  prem ife,  at  an  unexpected  time  of  life, 
when  both  father  and  mother  were  pall  age,  and  na¬ 
turally 

NOTE. 

*  As  jtfWArtvr  had  (hns  by  Kitstr.-thj  th«n£  ptrcdlUrJy  prcfit>nr3tive  in  Ijbmegi  and 
*Nvi«  rt  =.)  which  (lie  lakss  /HwV,  rat  I  m1  iiwn  in  them. 

il;  -lotirt  oi\  it  b-.ns  tint  l\\:\c  w-s  ibmc- 


u  For  it  is 
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tnrally  incapable  of  having  any  ifliie.  (Gen,  xviii.  10,  u.) 

*+ Which  things  04  Thefe  things*  though  really  fs£ts  that  are  related 

•£  tfcefeue tfw  ***  an  biftotical  manner^  were  intended  of  Get!  to 
im  covenant*;  be*  and  accordingly  arc*  allcgbftzed  in  fcripture*fcr  fpi- 
the  one  from  the  timal  pnrpofes  +,  as  fijjuratiri  rept efentattons  of  the 
in^in"  1i  condition  of  thofe,  yoin  one  band*  that  are  ua- 

Ay[»h£fc  der  the  Jistfi-covenanr,  and*  like  the  Jeivifb  zealots  of 
b  Apr.  this  day*  ufe  it  merely  as  a  covenant  of  wofks  ;  and  of 

the  bappinefs  of  tfrofe*  on  tbe.  othe{*  wbc*  as  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  Cbrifl*  depend  entirely  on  tbc  free  promifcs 
of  tbc  covenant  of  grace  for  all  acceptance  with  Goil 
through  bint:  Form  this  Symbolical  hiftory,  tSefetwo 
women  and  their  rcfpe&ive  tons  fignify  thofe  two  co¬ 
venants,  the  firft.  of  them  reprefented  by  Hagar,  is  that, 
which  was  made  between  God  and  f/raei  at  mount  Si¬ 
nai,  (fee  the  note  on  Jfeb-  vui.  6.)  and  which  by  the 
terrible  manner  of  its  delivery,  the  ftri&nefs  of  its  pre¬ 
cepts,  and  d ie  fe verity. of  its  curfe*  tends  to  the  beget¬ 
ting  of  a  fcrvile  and  enflavedteroper  offpirit*  and  would 
certainly  fubjed  them  that  are  under  it  to  the  worft  of 
all  captivity  and  ever  lifting  definition*  were  they  left 
to  its  terms  without  any  further  relief*  which  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  promife  to  Abraham,  and  is  actually 


*$  FartbUA- 
gtr  u  wouatSL 
will  A**bii,—d 
infwxeth  u  Jo- 
(olilm  which 
mw  l*i  aoA'itta 
bondage  wfcb  bt 
children. 


brought  in  by  the  gofpel. 

aj  For  this  Hagar  and  ber  fon*  which  were  not  to 
inherit  the  blefiing  pcomifed  to  Abrabam  and  his  feed, 
but  were  caftput  of  his  family  and  covenant*  (ver.  30.)  * 
are  a  lively  and  aiFe&ing.  reprefen  tat  ioo  of  the  rejected 
.ftate  of. thofe  that  are . under  the  .law*  which  was  deli¬ 
vered  at  mount  Sinai  in  the  defect  of  Arabia  %,  and  by 
the  tenor  of  which  they  were  to  fall  under  a  curfe*  in- 


Head 


N  O  T  E  S. 


t  Mr  Pane  aeeurMeb  tenders  thefe  word*'*  made  between  the  carnal  and  the  IjA-iu*’. 
'4<m*W*v**«MW4yv/Mw*)  w iici  tH*gt  are  of-  feed  of  /Uraba/K  (3<x  Pitrct's  ift  differ « 
irgmzed ;  and  ha*  taken  a  peal  deal  of  eri-  lion  at  tbe-eod  of  hi*  panphiaic  on  ;!»■ 
tied  pain*  to  (hew*  that. If*  apoflk  here  re-  PhifitottM.) 

fertto  tfaa&t  dkgoriziog  1  his  hiftory,  chap.  *  Herr,  and  In  the  foregoing  verfe,  « 

fir.  a.  which  he  indeed  dunk*  was  not  origt-  have  a  plain  Softener  at  the  vert  iit  es  *1'.. 
Mfly  defignedtowprefisttheftiteoftljine*  tor  pgtkpct  «e  rrprtfcnu,  and  that  with  r; 
to  which  the  prophet  and  the  apofUe  apply  fpeft  to  the  covotanu  or  iciluncot*, 
them.  Bat  w  ihn  teamed  author  hunftlf  jf-  3k>w4,  Itr.  14.)  No  wonder  iheiefere  ft; 
terward*  atriawes,  that  SafaFt  being  (poke*!  it  fhomd  be  uken  in  this  fenfc,  vhen  in  ;1. 
ef  a*  the’rmdicr  of  the  believing  G<*tilcf,  H  biftStstion  of-  the  Lord'*  (Upper,  Chrifl  (y. 
very  agreeable  (another  places  of  feriptore,  of  ibe  bread*  TAii  it  mj  M) ;  aqd  (pca^-  - 
fitch  a*  John  rah  30.  4*.  Rons.  is.  7,-9. '  of  tbevrinc&jrj,  Tfci  cut  «  ihc  Nr*  lV: 
*od  s  Jfcr*  ih*  4*  vhtdi  reprc&ot- &U  tho  wd/w  tn/A/taT,  (Lake  i*>t. 19, x**) 
cbitditp  of.  God  «  ibcchildrtfu  of  Abr*bfimft  J  wtrt  probably  two  to;r- 

gnd  ^taWlf  Afavtmdt  childicn  ty;  of  (iM^unenKnDt^iD  Arabia  Pniw  ;  * 
Sireh ;  1  ik  «ot  ftc  why  it  may  not  be  nth w  Horcb  wai  t,  cumtt.m i  n^;m-  oi  1 
W'dihit  54ra&  tod  Hagar  ww  ori^ittaHy  whote  rjdgc  of  af«trn;sm^  orr  uhicii  S- 
defigaM  of  God,  tftoogh't  f»rbap£p  not  then'  and  wn  c*Ucd  H«\rb  from 

aaderdcod  *t  ^tlritke  repre-  ..Otceflfcre  drjE&*.  Of  it^  bce  Uiavrf,  y 

ftatitijtoi  of  tit#  &Sttc*zG  that  AotiU  Lc  fob  vbl.  I.  p* 


Ch*  it* 


t6  Kut  Jcrofc- 

fcm  tthu.1i  is  i- 
Wc  u  free* 
fihLch  is  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  m  alL 


if  For  it  is 
written,  Rejmcrt 
thou  bjrrtpi.  that 
hnfeft  not;  break 
frnh  and  cry, 
fii'ia  ;im  trsrail* 
ett  not:  for  the 
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ny  more  children 
thin  (be  which 
hjih  jd  hoiliud, 
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Head  of  inheriting  a  Welling,  wfao  did  not  in  all  things 
conform  to  it,  ( chap .  in.  10.} ;  and  this  anfwers  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  earthly  Jerufalem,  which  is  no  long¬ 
er  the  feat  of  the  divine  prefence,  but  i$  abandoned  of 
God  for  the  infidelity  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  in 
the  molt  dreadful  bondage  to  fin  and  Satan,  as  Hagar 
and  het  Ton  Jjbmael,  and  their  defendants  were,  upon 
their  exelufioQ  from  the  family  of  Abraham?  and  from 
all  the  bieflings  of  his  covenant. 

2 6  But  the  heavenly  Jerufalem ,  the  church  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  God,  which  cun  lifts  of  true  believers  in  Chrift,  that 
feck  to  be  jollified  through  faith  in  him  alone,  is  de¬ 
livered  from  the  curfe  of  the  taw,  and  made  partaker 
of  all  the  bictfings  of  the  gofpel  which  were  promlfcd 
to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  {chap.  iii.  13,  (4,)  •  this  gof- 
pcl-church,  which  Is  of  a  heavenly  nature,  and  has  its 
original  front  heaven,  tends  toward  it,  and  ftiall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  it,  -was  typified  by  Sarah  the  Tree-woman, 
ami  by  Ifaee  the  fon  of  the  premife,  and  may  be  ftyled 
the  parent  of  all  of  us  who  believe,  whether  we  he  Jews 
or  C entiles ,  as  we  were  begotten  to  the  faith  of  Chrift 
by  means  of  the  word  and  ordinances  difpenfed  therein  j 
even  as  Sarah  was  the  mother  of  Ifaac?  and  he  was  a 
figure  of  all  the  true  feed  of  the  covenant  made  with 
Abraham*  And  this  may  be  ftilt  further  confirmed, 
particularly  with  refpeft  to  believing  Gentiles ,  under 
rhe  gofpel-  ftate,  hy  a  teftimony  of  feripture,  which 
fpeaks  of  this  very  thing  a lfo  in  the  allegorical  way.. 

27  For  it  is  written  in  a  prophefy  of  the  New  Telia* 
mem-times,  and  with  a  reference  to  Sarah  and  Hagar , 
{I/a.  liv,  1.  See  the  note  on  ver.  24.)  Rejoice  and  be 
exceeding  glad,  ye  Gentile  nations,  who,  like  a  woman 
that  has  no  child,  were  for  many  ages  deftitute  of  a  feed 
to  ferve  the  Lord,  that  Jhould  be  accounted  to  him  for 
a  generation,  as  Sarah  was,  till  (he  came  to  be  ninety 
years  old,  when  by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature  there 
could  be  no  hope  of  her  bearing  a  fon,  {Gen.  xvii.  17.) ; 
Break  forth  into  ftrong  and  vehement  acclamations  of 
joy ;  and  lliout  aloud  in  your  praifes,  O  ye  who  have 
never  hitherto  bred  and  brought  forth  any  children  for 
God,  to  bear  his  holy  image,  and  to  glorify  and  enjoy 
him  :  For  fuch  is  his  amazing  love  and  coiopaffiofi  to 
you,  whom  he  has  Teemed  fo  long  to  »egle&,  that  as 
the  dependents  of  Sarah ,  who  was  defolatc  and  pad 
hope  of  child' bearing,  arc  more  numerous  than  thofe  of 
Hagar,  whom  Abraham  alfo  took  to  wife,  and  who  had 
a  fon  by  him  while  (he  was  in  her  teeming  age  ;  foun¬ 
der  the  gofpel-Hifpenfatioa  much  greater  numbers  of 

child]  en 


34* 


*9  No«  vc, 
bft’lfirtA,  35  Ifrar 
art  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  procnlfcb 


ip  But  as  then, 
he  that,  was  bom 
after  the  Adh  per- 
Jtcuted  him  that 
toj  term  after  the 
Spirit,  eyen  fi>  if 

ii  now* 


3©  Newrthe* 
lefs,  what  faith 
the  feriptarc  l 
Gift  out  thehoiui* 
worn  in  and  her 
Jon:  Tor  the  foo 
of  the  bood^wo 
man  full  not  be 
bcLr  with  the  fon 
of  the  frofl-wo- 
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children  Hull  he  born  to  God,  and  adopted  into  his  fa¬ 
mily  from  among  you,  who  till  then  were  out  of  the 
pale  of  his  covenant,  and  had  no  expectation  of  his  t-f* 
pouting  you  to  himfclf,  than  ever  were  found  among 
the  natural  feed  of  Abraham ,  who,  for  a  great  feries  of 
time  before,  were  married  under  the  Mount* Simii  dif- 
penfation  in  a  viGble  covenant  to  him  as  their  hulband. 

28  Now,  to  apply  this  important  allegory,  we,  my 
brethren  in  the  faith  of  Cbrifi,  whether  we  he  Jews  or 
G entiles  1  are  by  fpecial  grace  the  true  children  of  the 
promife  made  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  in  dift'm£tion 
from  thofe  that  feek  to  be  jollified  by  the  works  of  the 
law,  even  as  Ifaac,  the  (on  of  Sarah  the  free-woman, 
was  born  by  virtue  of  the  promife,  and  was  the  beir  of 
its  bleflings,  in  diftinftion  from  JJbmaely  the  Ton  of 
Hagar  the  bond*  worn  an. 

29  But  as  in  that  age,  Ijbmael ,  who  was  born  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ufual  comic  of  nature,  and  had  no  ad¬ 
vantages  but  what  pertained  to  the  flefh,  mocked  and 
derided,  (Gen.  xxi.  9.)  and  lb  with  his  malignant  tongue, 
at  lead,  pcrfecuted  Jfaaet  who  was  born  by  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  operation  of  the  Spirit  according  ro  the  pro¬ 
mife  given  to  Abraham ,  that  he  Ihould  have  a  fon  by 
his  wife  Sarah ;  and  who  was  indeed  the  inheritor  of 
all  the  covenant-promifes  made  to  him  and  his  feed, 
(Gen.  xvii.  19.)  notwith Handing  IJhmaePs  infulting  him 
for  his  pretentions  of  this  kind  *,  even  lb  it  is  at  this 
day,  with  refpe£t  to  us  who  adhere  to  the  pure  gofprt 
of  Chilli,  and  are  born  of  God  and  heirs  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven,  and  whom  Jnvifb  zealots  and  felf-juf- 
ticiaties  are  exceeding  violent,  and  highly  enraged  a- 
gainft,  far  maintaining,  that  they  ouly,  which  be  y 
faith,  are  bleffed  with  faithful  Abraham.  (Chap.  iii.  9.) 

30  Neverthclefs,  the  conferences  of  tbefe  things 
will  be  very  terrible  to  them,  and  happy  ro  us,  as  they 
are  exemplified  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  two  Tons  of  Abra¬ 
hams  For  what  doth  the  icripture  tell  us  with  regard 
hereunto?  it  introduces  Sarah  as  faying  to  her  hulband, 
and  God  as  approving  and  confirming  it,  (Gen.  xxi,  10, 
12.)  Expel  the  bond* woman  and  her  infolent  fon  out  ot 
your  houfe  and  favour  ;  for  I  cannot  bear,  that  the  fon 
of  your  bond* Have  Ihould  inherit  coveiynt-bleilings 
with  my  fon  Ifaac,  whom  I,  your  lawful  wife,  have 

hors 

T  E. 

5, 10,)  It  therefbie  feems  thatch -at  H&os-'H 
hid  nanckcd  })iuc  for,  vii  his  chi'i  inpio  ^ 
their  father's  ftk  heir;  ami  ;hat  ttu*  i'A;- 
ktned  Sarah’s  warm  refco!m;nt  agiijsft  i:;: 


N  O 

*  It  was  immediately  upon  HWatT*  mock¬ 
ing  that  S&rih  fpafcc  to  Abnbam  to 
Crft  4UI  tht  &7vd-wntoV  anti  fur  aflignitig 
thU  re  ifon  for  it*  that  fire  ftut  tbf  hnd--w** 
w.jt  fi-ixU  h'A  bet  heir  her  fitly  x:i. 


bond’Yi  omin  and  her  ion. 
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bore  to  you*  In  like  m3  finer,  God  wiJl  exclude  from 
his  church  and  covenant  all  rhofe  that  feek  to  be  jul- 
tified  by  the  law;  and  will  not  fuffer  them  to  inherit 
bis  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory  together  with  thofe  that 
are  his  children  through  faith  iu  Chrift*  (fi&ap+iiL  26*) 
w^a^c  31  then,  my  Chriftian  brethren,  to  fum  up  all 
Cyf  chiMren  of  that  I  have  been  faying  on  this  point,  we,  who  believe 
on  the  Lord  Je/us  alone  for  jufrification  to  cterna*  life, 
in  of  the  Ira-  arc  not  0f  thofe^  that,  fteking  it  by  tbc  law,  were  pre¬ 
figured  by  Ijhmatl  the  fon  of  Hagar ,  and  (hall  be  fliut 
out  from  the  hidings  of  the  gcdpeMtatc  here,  and  from 
the  heavenly  inheritance  hereafter ;  but  we  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  promife,  fignified  by  Ifaac^  the  fon  of  Sa~ 
raht  that  are  entitled  to  all  the  bkfling£  of  grace  and 
glory;  and  therefore  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Mofaic  ferviledifpenfation  ;  much  lets  are  we  to  imagine 
that  any  of  its  ceremonial  rites  are  neceftary  to  eur  ac* 
ceptance  with  God* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  darknefs  and  bondage  of  fp?rit  ait  God*s  own  children  fubjetft  to;  wheirr 
like  thofe  under  the  legal  dlfpenfation,  they  have  but  low  views  of  the  light  and 
lihcrty  of  the  gofpel  1  They  live  more  like  fervwts  than  Tons  and  heirs.  Hut  how 
great  and  glorious  are  the  advantages  of  the  New  Teftament-flate,  that  are 
brought  in  by  the  Son  of  God  !  His  Father  fent  him  at  the  appointed  and  fittdl 
time  to  a  (Turn  c  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with  him  (elf,  and  he,  being, 
the  promiferi  feed  of  the  woman,  became  fnbje#  to  the  law  in  his  peoples  ilead, 
that  he  might  redeem  them  from  its  curfe,  and  from  the  fervile  temper  which  the 
Sinai  .covenant  produced  in  them  while  they  were  under  it ;  and  that  they  might 
he  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  children  of  God,  as  arrived  at  mature 
age :  and  what  a  fore  ami  delightful  evidence  have  we,  that  this  is  our  happy  cafe, 
when  God  gives  us  the  Spirit  of  his  Son,  to  embolden  our  humble  claims  of  him 
as  our  Father,  and  to  wit nefs  with  our  fpirits,  that  we  are  bis  Cans  and  lieivs 
through  Jefus  Chrift !  If  we  have  any  experience  of  this,  it  is  becaufe  God  took 
a  gracious  notice  of  us  before  wc  knew  him,  or  turned  from  all  our  idols  to  him, 
who  is  by  nature  God*  and  the  only  objeft  of  rebgious  woriliip*  But  how  fur- 
prizing  is  their  ingratitude  and  folly,  who,  after  all  profeJlions  of  this  kind,  do 
pirn  from  the  gofpel  dotfrme  of  juftification  through  faith  in  Chrift  to  the  works 
of  the  law !  A  defection  in  this  great  point  gives  reafon  to  fear,  left  alt  live  pains 
th-it  have  been  beftowwl  on  fuch,  with  hopeful  appearances  of  luceefs,  fhonkl 
prove  to  lx  in  vain,  and  they  fhould  turn  utter  apoitates  i  O  bow  tenderly  con¬ 
cerned  arc  faithful  mimftm  for  peribras  iu  this  threatening  fit  tint  ion,  whom  they 
formerly  hoped  they  had  been  initniments  of  begetting  to  Chrifl  !  They  travail 
a;  it  were  in  birth  again,  that  hia  true  doArine  and  holy  image  may  be  formed  in 
them;  they  ftudy  to  accommodate  their  difeourfes  to  their  dr  cum  (lances, 
amt  would  be  glad  to  fpeak  comfortable  things  to  them  ;  they  are  grieved 
at  the  nnftcadi ud's  of  their  xeal,  which  ought  to  be  always  carried  out  to 
flp.lyggod  men  and  good  things;  and  they  cannot  but  fulemnly  warn  them  of 
tl:dr  danger,  and  of  the  artful  methods  of  thofe  that  lye  in  wait  to  deceive  them, 
under  feigned  pretences  of  great  affection  to  them,  while  they  only  mean  to  pro- 
lilyte  them  to  tUemfelvcs,  and  alienate  their  hearts  from  thole  whom  they  juftly 
clU-cmed  before.  What  can  be  a  move  likely  means,  by  the  bk  fling  of  God.  to 
reclaim  fuch  revolted*  thin  to  remind  them  of  the  terrible  things  that  the  law 
Gys  to  fuel*  as  under  it  ?  Tins  may  be  learned  from  the  iullatsces  of  Hagar  ih? 
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bond-woman*  in  oppofition  to  Sarah  the  free- woman,  and  tbeir  refpcftive  tons* 
the  figurative  meaning  of  which  is,  that  they  who  rely  on  their  own  performances 
of  any  hind>  according  to  the  covenant  of  vorksi  wit!  be  excluded  from  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ;  hut  they  who  adhere  by  faith  to  the  free  promife  through 
Jefus  ChrJt,  according  to  the  gufpclj  wilt  inherit  eternal  lift*  Thefe  are  bkOVd 
indeed ;  and  how  much  foever  they  may  |>s  derided  and  periccutod  for  tbeir  pro* 
feflion  of  thia  important  doctrine*  they  may  rejoice  in  hope  that  the  ifluc  of  ail 
wiU  make  them  rich  amends  for  ever. 


CHAT,  V, 

The  apofile  applies  the  foregoing  di/courfe  in  an  earnefi  exhortation^  en¬ 
forced  by  various  arguments  t  to  ftand fafi  in  tie  liberty  of  the  gofpelf  I » 
—i  a.  To  take  heed  of  abuftng  that  liberty  by  indulging  a finfui temper  % 
eontrary  re  the  great  taw  tf kve%  1 3,-1  j*  -dW  to  walk  in  tie  Spirit* 
and  not  fulfil  the  lufts  if  the  fiefb,  which  are  oppojite  to  each  other *  and 
the  works  of  which  refpc&ivelj  are  deferibed  at  large r  1 6,— 26* 

Tckt^  Paraphrase. 

gTvnd  fait  there-  QINCE*  as  has  been  obferved,  there  is  h  much  dan* 
fort  in  the  1L  O  gCr  \a  the  fchtme  of  thofe  falfc  teachers,  that  would 
chrin  toih^Tade  carry  you  off  from  thr  gofpel  to  the  law  of  Mofes  for 
vs  fr«,  *nd  be  juftification  ;  and  fince  true  believers  are  the  children 
“Mnsl*d  »-  of  God,  represented  by  Ifaac,  the  fon  of  the  free-wo- 
S'twiiige'^0  mao,  I  earnelHy  befecch  and  exhort  you,  n»y  brethren, 
to  maintain  your  ground,  like  foidiers  that  ftand  firm 
in  raiik  and  file ;  and  to  abide  ftedfaftly  in  the  belief, 
poffeflion,  and  practice  of  that  bappy,  holy,  and  de¬ 
lightful  freedom  from  the  Jaw,  ~as  a  covenant  of  work-s 
and  from  its  curfc,  as  alfo  from  all  obligations  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  its  ceremonial  precepts ;  which  noble  freedom 
is  brought  in  by  the  fatisfaflion  that  Chrift  has  made 
as  a  prieft,  in  fulfil  ing  both  the  ceremonial  and  moral 
law  :  and  by  his  fettlement  in  the  gofpel,  and  enlight- 
ning  our  minds  and  imprefling  our  bearts  according 
to  it,  as  a  prophet  and  king :  And  let  love,  gratitude, 
and  obedience  to  him,  as  well  as  a  concern  for  the  fafe- 
ty  and  comfort  of  your  own  fools,  engage  you  to  take 
the  utmoft  care  that  ye  be  not  incumbered  and  oppref- 
fed  again,  (fee  the  note  on  (bap.  iv.  9.)  with  a  fer- 
vilc  yoke,  which  circumcifion  would  lay  upon  you  to 
comply  with  the  whole  of  the  fifa/aic  law,  as  if  that 
were  neceflary  to  falvation,  (ver.  3,,  and  A£is  xv.  r.) 

*  Behold ,  T  2  Obferve  the  terrible  confluence,  I  Paul,  the  in- 
Paul  lay  unio  fplred  apoftle,  (chap.  i,  t.)  who  am  unjufliy defamed, 
as  though  I  preached  up  circumcifion  among  fomc  pco- 
Owift  (ball  profit  pie  to  ferve  a  turn,  (fee  the  note  on  ver,  ri.) ;  even  f 
y<on  nothing.  do  folemnly  declare,  and  leave  it  as  a  fending  record, 
that  if  ye  be  circumcifed  under  au  apprebenfion  of  its 

.  bein^ 
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5  Fur  1  tcftify 
i.^in  to  every 
i\:mk  that  is  df- 
(m~.\n thit  he 
:i  ±  ^cMor  to  the 
*  lusk  lair* 


being  neceffary  to  your  acceptance  with  God,  nothing 
that  Cbrift  has  done  and  fuffered,  or  that  hie  gofpel  re¬ 
veals,  will  be  of  any  faring  advantage  to  you. 

3  For  as  I  have  always  maintained  in  my  mimflra- 
tions  -every  where  ;  fo  I  now  repeat  it  with  great  ear- 
neflnefs,  as  a  molt  concerning  truth,  to  every  man,  be 
he  Jew  or  G  entile  7  who  is  circumcifed  with  this  view  j 
that  he  is  thereby  obliged,  under  pain  of  condemnation, 
to  keep  the  whole  Mofatc  law,  which  is  fuch  a  ftri£t 
condition  of  life,  as  none  in  his  prefent  fallen  Hate  e- 
ver  can  fulfil ;  and  yet  for  the  leaft  failure  therein  he 
temains  under  the  curfe,  (ebaf.  ifi.  to.)  and  lb  can 


never  obtain  his  end. 

«  CtirHt  it  fce-  4  The  blood  and  righteoufnefs,  gofpel  and  Spirit 
'  WCf  C°S  the  anointed  Saviour  will  be  of  no  avail  to  any 
(■■cr  of'yoo  are  of  you :  But  ye  are,  as  it  were  dtfeharged  from  Chrift, 
}ii!!ifittl  by  the  rv  that  feek  pardon  and  acceptance 

jmwswx  f*^Cn  hy  the  works  of  the  law,  and  fo  fet  up  a  righteoufnefa 
s'  c*  of  your  own,  inflead  of,  or  together  with  his  for  that 
purpofej  ye  hereby  pra&ically  renounce,  and  fall  away 
*  from  the  doctrine  of  j  unification  freely  by  God's 
grace  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  CbriA  Jefus, 
which  ye  once  made  a  profeffion  of,  and  by  which  alone 
any  of  you  can  be  faved, 

s  For  we  thro’  ^  For,  through  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Holy 
f  r  ihe  'ho  rt  **P’r**  flccording  to  the  gofpel,  we  Jews  as  well  as  Gen- 
1  th  eouinet^  by  tiles  t  that  believe  to  the  faving  of  our  fouls,  look  and 
i-i'h-  wait  with  earned  defire,  expectation  and  patience  for 

eternal  life,  which  is  the  great  object  of  our  hope,  (Col* 
1.  5.  and  lit.  ii.  13,)  noton  account  of  any  righteouf- 
nefs  of  our  own,  but  merely  on  the  foot  of  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chri!t,  as  our  only  title  to  it  through  faith 
in  him,  which  faith  his  Spirit  likewife  works  in  us. 

6  For.  in  jtfcs  6  For  with  refpect  to  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  jufliH- 
C;  ,-itt ,  ontJwr  cat;0J)  bv  virtue  of  our  federal  and  vital  onion  with 
v-rth  anythin*,  ntm>  a  being  merely  ctrcumcifed,  or  not  circumcifcd, 
r  f  a  ncircKmci-  g  n  A  er  th  e  New  Te  ftamcnt»d  ifpeufatio  n ,  fi  gnifies  noi  fling 
v.i'.'d.v.tLtbbJ  at  a11  +  5  our  ftatcjn  Chrifl  is  no  way  ufTe£ted  by  eliher 
^  of  them,  while  circumcifion  is  nor  con  fide  red  as  a  re* 

commendation,  nor  ibe  want  of  it  has  a  hindrance  to 
our  acceptance  with  God :  lint  the  only  thing,  which, 
according  to  gofpeUconflitution  avails  to  this  purpofc, 

is 


NOTE  S* 

*  Gritte  here  plainly  ilgntfici,  as  it  doth  rent,  (hat  hi*  argument,  all  along  againft 
rf'fjt+ii*  jc,  tr*  another  places,  iLtdw  irt  is  not  u>  te  underttrodi  mere! fof  the 
irj.f  vf  jr4tr,  5  or  ibat  is  what  the  apuClie  thing  iifrlf,  hu:  of  the  fir ef*  that  was  laid 
L  I  jfi  Aonfihtw  fpwkingof,  inoppofiiioo  ujwn  k,  as  nece-fftry  to  faivation,  and  as 
to  rl  c  bw  and  its  works,  binding  ro  an  cbterva:ion  of  the  whole  !aw* 

*.  The  indifference  with  which  the  ipoftle  under  the  notion  of  :i  oxijirLn  of  life*  {Sw 
tsc  of  ci:eyrt;cifion,  mat;  it  appar*  Uie  utfc  sz  ch*p.  iv*  i  <■) 
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7  Ye  did  ran 
wtlJ^ho  dtd  hin¬ 
der  you*  chat  you 
(bould  pot  obey 
the  truth  ? 


S  This  petfua- 
fyn  amzth  not  of 
him  that  callexh 
you. 


|  A  Hr  lie  lea* 
wtn  hnvcAtth  the 
vhoJdtimp, 


to  T  have  con* 
hilt  nee  i  a  yon 
tho  the  Lunif 
that  you  will  bt 
noue  oi  tannic 

maided 


is  fuch  an  effectual  faith,  as  refts  upon  ChriA  alone  for 
falvation,  and  is  proved  to  be  fincere  by  its  powerful 
influence  on  the  heart  to  render  him  precious  to  us, 
and  engage  our  alFe£t  innate  lore  to  and  delight  in  him, 
and  in  his  members,  wont,  and  ways  for  bis  fake, 
together  with  a  univerfal  benevolence  to  all  men,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  native  difpofition  of  a  new  creature , 
{chap*  vu  15.) 

7  Ye,  my  brethren,  did  fet  out,  to  all  appearance, 
exceeding  well,  and  for  Tome  time  proceeded  and  p/efsV 
forward  with  2  promifing  zeal  in  your  profeflion  of  the 
ilodtrine  of  j unification  by  faith  in  Chrift,  like  perfons 
that  ran  in  caroeft  for  the  great  prize  of  falvation  alone 
through  him.  Who  then  is  it,  (pray  confider  this  mat¬ 
ter  ferioully  with  the  reafons  of  it)  that  has  flopped  you. 
in  your  way,  or  driven  you  back  from  it,  that  ye  fhould 
not  perfift  in  a  perfua fion  of,  and  yield  yourielves  up 
by  an  obediential  faith  to,  the  authority  of  ChriA, 
according  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  witn  rcfpe£l  to 
this  main  point,  which  enters  fo  deeply  into  your  deal¬ 
ings  with  God  for  eternal  life  ? 

8  Whofoever  he  be  that  has  given  this  pernicious 
turn  to  your  notions  and  pra&ice,  I  am  very  fure  that 
your  prefen t  judaizing  fentiments,  fo  direftly  contrary 
to  the  whole  dclign  of  ChriAianity,  about  the  grounds 
of  acceptance  with  Cod,  is  not  owing  to  any  thing  e- 
rer  faid  by  me,  who  ininiftred  the  gofpel  to  you  in  a 
quite  contrary  ftrain,  and  was  inftrumeiital  in  bring¬ 
ing  you  over  to  the  Chriflian  faith,  (fee  tbe  note  on 
chap.  i.  6.};  nor  is  it  derived  from  that  God  who  fpokc 
and  worked  by  n>e  in  calling  you  to  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  and  of  the  way  of  falvation  alone  thro’  him, 
and  that,  as  I  hoped,  in  an  eiFeftual  manner. 

9  Some  corrupt  influence  muA  have  inGnuated  itfelf 
among  you  from  Satan  and  his  inftrumems,  tho*  per¬ 
haps,  at  firA  but  in  one  particular  point,  and  by  the 
management  of  but  one  or  two  perfons,  and  may  hi¬ 
therto  have  perverted  only  a  few  of  you  ;  yet  remember 
it  will  operate  with  malignant  and  fpreading  efficacy, 
unlefs  timely  prevented,  to  the  infefting  of  your  whole 
fcheme  of  evangelical  principles,  and  one  way  or  other 
of  the  whole  church  $  even  as  a  little  leaven  diffufesit* 
fclf  by  an  infcnftble,  but  powerful  fermentation,  till  it 
fours  the  whole  mafs  of  dough  into  which  it  is  caft. 

10  I  have  indeed  mentioned  my  great  fear  about  you, 
(chdj>.‘  11,  20.)  and  yet,  after  all,  I  cannot  but 
have  a  prevailing  charitable  hope,  through  the  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,' Concerning  many  of  you,  at  lead,  that 

when 


Ch.Y. 
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mb  Jed:  bm  he 
tfcit  troubkih 
yvu  Hull  bcarhlt 
vjdgmcnt,  who* 

ilwrhe  be. 


ii  And  T,  hr;* 
thrcn,  if  1  yet 
preach  rircumci- 
Jbn,  why  do  I  yet 
fa  lier  perfection? 
then  <s  the  offence 
»f  the  croft  ceaf- 
d 


li  I  would  they 
were  even  cot  on 
*hich  trouble 
yoa. 


when  ye  come  to  refledt  on  my  fears  and  folemn  warn¬ 
ings,  with  the  rtafons  of  them,  ye  will  think  no  other¬ 
wise  than  I  myfdf  do,  about  the  danger  of  this  infec¬ 
tion,  and  the  neceflity  of  making  a  full  and  Speedy  (land 
again  ft  it*;  and  will  pafe  a  church-cenfure  upon  him, 
be  he  ever  fo  great  or  famous,  who  is  the 

principle  inftrumem  of  throwing  ftich  confufion  among 
you,  of  perplexing  your  minds,  and  even  terrifying  you 
into  his  deltru&ive  errors:  But,  whether  ye  do  your 
duty  herein  or  nor,  he,  who  has  a  great  deal  to  ani'wer 
for,  will  fooner  or  later  fall  under  the  righteous  judg¬ 
ment  of  God,  to  be  punifhed,  in  this  world,  or  the 
next,  unlcfs  be  give  him  repentance  to  the  acknowledge* 
merit  of  the  truth*  ( 2  Tim*  ii*  2^,  26.) 

11  But  (Ji)  as  to  myfdf,  brethren,  if,  asfouiehave 
invidioully  reported  f,  1  after  alt  preach  up  circumci- 
fion  as  necefiary  to  lalvation,  or  plead  for  the  believing 
Gentiles  being  circumcifed  in  order  thereunto,  hour 
comes  it  to  pafs  that  I  Hill  undergo,  and  chcarfully  futn 
mit  to  the  fcverefl  perfecutions  from  the  bigotted  Jewst 
as  it  is  notorious  I  do  wherever  I  come  ?  Were  I  once 
to  comply  with  their  corrupt  notions  about  foperadding 
the  works  of  the  law  to  the  merits  of  Chrill,  the  chief 
ground  of  their  being  offended  at  the  doctrine  of  fil- 
varion  hy  a  crucified  Saviour  would  immediately  ceafe, 
and  1  fhould  be  no  lopger  expofed  to  their  furious  out¬ 
rage  for  preaching  it*  My  great  and  continual  fuffer- 
ings  therefore  on  this  account  area  Handing  confutation 
of  all  fuggeftions  of  this  nature  to  defame  ine. 

12  I  heartily  wifti  that  they  who  have  fo  grievemfly 
perplexed  and  difturbed  you,  and  fubvened  the  faith  of 
fome  among  you,  were  cult  out  cf  the  church  by  a  fo- 
lemn  fen  ten  ce  of  excommunication  in  the  name  cf  iho 
Lord  Jefus ;  and  fo  turned  over  to  him  for  the  vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  own  caufe,  and  bringing  them  to  repentance ; 

or 


NOTES 


*  ,Ti*  not  improbably  thought thpt  i«*S~ 
ima/  may  have  a  reference  the  cenfure  of 
ibe  chordi,  which  the  apollle  wiflis*  might 
U  infilled  on  this  peribn  and  bis  aflbdates, 
wrt  11,  whom  he  had  likened  to  a  HttU  teaven 
dm  ifwvtfts  the  TBMtfatitpt  ^cr.  9.  juftu  he 
did  the  inetttoous  peribn  when  kc  wrote  to 
the  Qrnatbtdiu  to  oiil  him  out  of  the  church, 
1  Csr.  v.  j,  d-  And  yet  it  is  proper  to  take 
hi  a  confidcration  of  the  judgment  of  Cod; 
betaufe  this  confirms,  and  gives  the  mcit 
jw:ul  finftlon  to  a  cbvrch-ccnlhie  duly  pro- 
pmiMcd ;  and  God  will  deal  wiili  the  1u9.11 
that  ddeives  it,  whether  the  church  doth  its 
Jin;  towards  him  of  nor. 

You  IV*  .  1 


f  The  apoflic  here  plait  Jy  that 

fimt,  to  Eeflln  and  expoichis  charaiter,  hart 
fn^cOed  as  if  he  *ere  an  unJhbJe  man, 
preaching  Up  cirnundfion  iti  bmc  places, 
tho*  in  wthna  he  preached  it  clown  They 
might  probably  take  ni-aiMHi  for  <  his  from 
his  cireumctfing  ?jju&fAr»io  prevent  ojfriicc 
to  the  7ni'j,  and  remove  that  ij 

the  DJefulncfi  ofhU  miniffry  w  oni  ihem, 
(fee  the  note  on  xvi.  3*)  and  from  his 
(peaking  fora  charitable  tcTbeararcc,  as  he 
vft*n  did,  irith  regard  to  circurocifrcm,  when 
no  Urcft  was  laid  upon  ir,  aud  vei  Tori^^ic- 
judicc:  rc:v.ii ueJ  in  its  fivoui. 

Z 
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1J  Fu*,  bre¬ 
thren,  yc  have 
becu  called  unto 
liberfy; 

not  liberty  focaii 
ixnfioh  to  the 
fieft,  but  by  love 
icmoae  another* 


T4  For  all  the 
law  is  fulfilled  in 
‘one  word*  tvtu  in 
ihi*i  Thou  Jhalt 
love  thy  ncigb- 
hour  at  thyfclf. 


if  Rut  if  ye  bite 
and  ectot:?  one 
another,  mtc  heed 
that  ye  be  not 
conAubcd  one  of 
another. 


Hf  Tins  I  Jay 
then,  Walt  In 
the  Spirit |  and  ye 
fbajl 


or  that  in  God’s  own  w»  they,  may  be  hindered  from 
bringing  any  further  snilcbicf  and  dishonour  upon  his 
name,,  church,  and  gofpel..  ■ 

13  For  ye,  my  brethren,  have  been  called  by  the 
gofpel  to  a. noble  liberty  of  fpirit  in  dealiog  with  God 
a*..your  Father,  and  in  your  deliverance  from  ceremo¬ 
nial  obfrrvances,  and  from. the  cur fe  of  the  law;  a  li¬ 
berty  which  ought  not  to  be. broke  in  qpon  by  any  ooe 
.whatfoever,  and  which. ye  ought  to  . abide  by  as  more 
valuable  than  your  lives :  only  remember,  sbat  it  Is  not 
a  liberty  which  difcharges  you  from'  obligations  to  keep 
the  morel  law  as  the  law  of  your  creation,  and  the  in- 
difpenfable  and  unchangeable  rule  of  righteoufoefs,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  to  be  abufed-unto  licemioufnels,  and 
taking  occafion  to  gratify  your  pride,  paffioo,  and  fen- 
fuality,  or  any  other  corruption  of  human  nature  ;  nor 
is  it  to.be  managed  in  fuch  .a-  manner,  a&  to  lead  others 
into  (in, .but  it  is  to  be  improved  umo  all. kind  and  bro¬ 
ther!  y  aftedlioo  and  friendly  offices  in  faring  oae  ano¬ 
ther,  by  all  proper  means,;  as  thole  that  are  hound  to 
leek  each  other’s. edification  and  advantage. 

14  For  all  .the  precepts  of  the  fecood  table  of  the 
moral  Uw  are  fu rom*d  tip-by.our  Lord  bimfdf,  {Matt. 
xxii.  39,  40.)  in  tne  fo  very  com  prehen  five,  that  a  due 
regai d  to  it,  from  a  principle  of  love.xo  God,  would 
readily  lead  you  to  a  compliance  with,  all  the  reft ;  and 
that  is  this,  Your  benevolent  temper  and  beneficent  be¬ 
haviour  toward  your  fellow  creatures,  and-much  more 
fellow- Cbriltians,  of  every. civil,  or  religions  character, 
lhall  be  iinccrdy  luch  as  ye  owe  to  vouriclf,  and  as, 
were  you  in  their  circumflances,  and  titty  in  yours,  yot 
would  think  realbnybjc  for  them  to  exercife  toward 
vourfclf,  as  partaker  of  the  fame  human  nature,  ant 
Specially  as  beingof  the  lame  Chriftiaa- community 
with  them, 

ly  But  if,  in  defiance  of  this  great  commandment 
of  the  law,  ye,  like  ravenous  wild-:  beads,  rather  that 
Chriftians,  or  rational  creatures,  endued  with  fenti- 
me  me  of  humanity,  fight,  aiid  quarrel,  reproach  an; 
abufe  each  other  with  as  much  Severity  and  fiercend: 
as  if  ye  would  bite  and  tear,  and  eat  up  one  another. 
there  is  great  reafon  to  fear,  left  at  length  the  God  ot 
love  and  peace  forfake  you,  and  ye  on  both  fidwtbrougl 
mu: cal  heats  and  feuds,  be  brought  to  utter-ruin,  wit  I 
relation  to  your  eburcb^ftate  and. privileges,  .and  ail  yot.: 
bell  interefts. 

16  My  advice  then;  yea  tny  folcmn  charge  in  tk< 
name  of  the  Lord  JefuS;  for  preventing  thefe  and  a: 


Cb.  v. 

ftAt  notfol.filthc 
k:i  of  the  Adh, 


IT  Fcrlbeflclh 
Jufltth  again  ft  the 
Spirit,  and  the 
Spirit  againft  the 
fidih:  and  ihde 
l'c  contrary  ihc 
cqz  to  the  others 
U  tbit  ye  cannot 
ds  tire  thiols 
ttat  ye  would* 


|3  B-JtK  ythe 
ini  by  the  Spiiix, 
ye  ire  not  under 
liw  kw* 


The EpiJUe  to  the  Gkl.ATW'xs  parapbrafed.  35$’ 

other  dreadful,  eruptions  of  the  body  of  fin,  is,  that  ye 
labour,  amt' beg  of  God  to  enable  you,  to  live  and  act 
in  the  conAant  courfe  of  yoor  walk  with  him  end  con- 
verfation  in  the- world,  according  to  the  delates,  and 
under  the  influence  and  government  of  his  good  Spirit, 
and  of  that  fupernatural  principle  of  grace  and  hol:- 
nefs,  which  I  tru ft  he  has  planted  in  many  of  your 
hearts,  and  which  therefore  may  be  alfo  called  Spirit^ 

{  'John  tii.  6.)}  and  this  will  have  fuch  a  powerful  efieft 
upon  you,  that  ye -will  not  yield  yotirfdves  up  toj  the 
inclinations  and  propenfions  of  that  carnal  principle, 
which  Ail!  in  meafurc  abides  with  you,  and  may  well 
be  called  fiefb ;  much  lets  will  ye  ever  be  fullered  to  fi- 
nilh  fin,  (» .** «“«»)  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  bring 
forth  death.  {Jam.  i.  15.) 

1 7  For  in  regenerate  foals,  the  remainder  of  in-dwell¬ 
ing  corruption  Aruggles  again!!,  and  lain  would  fupprefs 
the  gracious  principle  and  all  its  holy  workings  in  them, 
and  expel  the  Spirit  of  Cod  from  them  ;  And  on  the 
contrary,  the  fpiritaal  principle  that  is  wrought  in  them, 
by  the  Holy  Gholt,  and  Tides  with  him,  as  living  and 
-idling  under  his  conduft  and  afiidance,  heartily  defiscs 

(kt.jv.uh)  and  labours  after  the  mortification  ami  c.itisc 
deftru&ion  of  the  body  of  lint  And  thefe  two  princi¬ 
ples,  the  old  ami  new  man,  the  law  of  the  members 
and  tbe-hw  of  the  mind,  are  direclly  oppofite  in  their 
nature,  tendencies,  and  aftings,  one  again  ft  the  other; 
infomuch,  that  thro’  the  prevailing  bias  of  the  better 
parr  in  you,  ye  do  hy  no  means  give  into  a  cbofen  and 
deliberate  cormniffion  of  thofe  fists- which  your  remain¬ 
ing  corruptions  would  prompt  you  to,  any  more  than 
that,  thro*  their  counter-workings,  ye  f  do  not  perform 
the  duties  ye  arc  called  to,  with  fuch  an  entire  freedom, 
con  (fancy,  and  fervour,  -as  ye  ought,  ami  gladly  would. 

18  But  if,  upon  the  whole,  ye  be  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  and  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  according  to 
the  rule  of  his  word,  and  the  principle  of  that  new  na¬ 
ture  which  he  has  given  you ;  and  ib,  in  the  hahitnal 
frame  of  your  hearts  and  courfe  of  your  Jives,  are  Jed  oft’ 
from  the  ways  of  fin  into  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  it 
is  evident  that  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  nor  under  its  curfc  1  for  ye  received  not  the 
Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  hearing  of 
faith ,  (cb.  iti.  1.) ;  and  there  is  mw  m  condemnation  to 
them  that  are  in  Chrifi  Jefus>  vrho  -walk  not  after  the 
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iu  M»cfWh  20»  11  ^0W*  Te  'would  know  what  are  the 

**  manifett  ,  d»fferent  operations  of  thefe  two  contrary  principles :  As 
wLich  are  ilrfc,  to  tbe  evil  workings  that  arc  produced  by  the  corrup- 
aduherjr ,  torn «»*  tjon  ef  nature,  fome  of  which  may  be  called  the Jilthi- 
Uftivtornt*,  *1  RCIf  °f  tbcfiejbt  as  they  moft  immediately  defile  tbt  bo- 
io  [<lots>ry,  dy;  and  others,  the  jihbinefs  of  tbt  Jfirit  *,  as  they 
mod  immediately  defile  the  foul,  {a  Cor.  vii.  r.)  they 
inaiatlonv»rlibi  are  too  obvious  and  odious  to  be  concealed,  or  admit  of 
A  rite,  Jed  it  ions,  any  colourings  to  recommend  them,  and  are  fuch  ?; 
b*Tr*^’n  *.n  thefe,  whoredom  in  thought  or  deed,  or  both,  between 
muHer^TruTk’  married  men  and  women,  or  at  lead  where  one  of  the 
enncls  rnrsi-  parries  is  fo  \  Ample  fornication  between  Angle  perfons; 
likr'orific  which  ’mPuf*ty  or  lewdnefs,  and  immodefly  of  every  kind  j  u:i 
I  tci)  you  Vctorc,  uncbafle,  indecent,  and  wanton  temper  and  behaviour ; 
inha»rea)C>T(J<l  all  idolatrous  worQiip  ;  enchantments,  divinations  and 
*"*""*  ?V|*  magic  arts  by  real  or  pretended  converges  with  familiar 
d»Vucli7  tlinjrt  fpirits  ;  ill-will  towards  others,  together  with  enmity 
ifaali  not  inherit  agatnft  God  and  godlinels;  litigious  contentions  ;  bit- 
Lhc^  LiajfJdiu  of  tcf  Teaj^  an(j  rancoUr .  a  fuelling  revengeful  temper; 

fcoldings,  wranglings,  and  provocations  to  evil ;  a  rio¬ 
tous  turbulent  behaviour  to  canfe  difleations;  funda¬ 
mental  errors,  obftinately  perfifted  in  againft  tbe  plain* 
eft  tight  and  evidence  ;  uneafy  grudgings  at  the  profpe- 
tity  of  others  ;  tnalicioufly  defigning,  and  wilfully  ac- 
complifiiing  the  death  of  men  without  any  juft  canfe  *, 
drinking  Arotig  liquors  to  excels;  gluttonous  fesftings, 
ranting  and  raving;  together  with  many  other  debauch¬ 
eries,  lufts  and  paflions  of  a  iike  nature,  concerning 
which  1  now  aflure  you  before-hand,  as  I  alfo  did  when 
1  was  perfoually  prefen  t  and  preached  among  you  f, 
that  they,  who  commit  any  of  thefe  crimes,  allowing 
thetnfelves  therein,  and  are  not  brought  to  repentance, 
and  recovered  from  them,  (hall  not  be  admitted  to  the 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  God’s  heavenly  kingdom, 
a,  Fnt  (he fruit  22,  23  But,  in  oppofition  to  thefe  and  fucb  fort  of 
love'^oy^pcacB  dete (table  works  of  the  flefll,  the  eifeQs  that  are  pro¬ 
long  •  fafering*,  duced  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  the  principle  of  di- 
seiitUftcr»,  good-  vine  life  under  his  influence,  and  that,  like  the  moft 
”C»3  Mwknefi ,  P™16^1*  fruits,  are  well-pleafing  to  God  through  jefus 
tonpetuce  ;  a-  Chrift,  aud  profitable  to  yourfelvcs,  are  fuch  as  theft-, 
gamft  fuch  there  ^  univerfal  love  to  God  and  Chrift,  his  word  and  ordi- 

1*  no  law. 

nances, 

NOTES. 

*  Some  of  the  wrkti  hereafter  mention-  ctrrafihn  of  human  nature*  as  Si  i[wds 
aiifi  principally,  If  not  entirely  from  the  through  and  deSlet  ad  the  poircnof  thciu;d* 
fuch  at  idofalrjt  'Vtlfcherafi^  boircdt  as  welt  si  alt  the  mcmb m  jf  the  body,  l>y 
wroth'  forests*  aixl  enryingtz  and  yet  «c  which  it  dlfcovcrs  itfdf,  and  breaks  (?u:  ir?» 
called  the  writ  cf  tbe fltjb.  We  nave  there-  overt  afo*  {Seethe  note*  on  Km*  vL  i ),  13.) 
^re  mftm  10  cundude,  that  by  the  fiefh  (he  f  Theft  are  iiicH  wh  cftktjltjh.  asUem 
*  poftle  does  not  here  timn  the  My  and  it  $  ft  n-  to  have  much  abounded  a  ro  on * the  Gtfatiu  u 
ft: ive  appetites  and  inclination*  va!yt  but  tU  and  therefore  are  fo  particularly  fjprrliicd. 


Ch.  t. 


±4.  A oJ  rhcf 
xk u  ire  Ch  rift’s 
Jure  crucified  the 
ft; lb,  with  thcar* 

frctiouandhjftj. 


ty  If  ve  live 
-in  tiic  lipint*  3cr 
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nances,  fellow-Chriftians  and  fellow-creatures*  by  which 
I  have  told  you*  (wr,  (S-)  fairb  works*  and  proves  itfelf 
to  be  Gnccre  ;  joy  in  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Ghrifi^ 
by  whom  receive  fit  atonement)  (Rom.  v,  11.)  and 
rejoicing  in  the  happintfe  of  others*  and  in  contributing 
towards  it;  peace  of  conference  under  a  fenfe  of  peace 
with  God  through  the  blood  of  jefus*  and  a  peaceable 
temper  and  behaviour  towards  our  Chridian' brethren* 
and  towards  all  men  ;  a  patient  bearing  of  affronts  and 
injuries*  and  long  forbearance  toward  thofe  that  offend 
us;  in  affable  and  courteous*  harrokfsj  fweet  and  win* 
rung  difpoGtion  and  carriage  towards  all  we  have  to  do 
with;  a  benevolent  temper  and  beneficent  courfe  tf 
life;  fidelity  to  all  the  trulls  committed  to  us*  as  a’fo 
in  our  words  and  promifes*  and  in  all  our  dealings  with 
regard  to  God  and  man*  as  fpringirig  from  faith  in 
thrift*  and  in  God  through  him  ;  3  meek  and  humble* 
calm  and  quiet  frame  of  fpiut*  dtffufnig  itfelf*  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  our  blcffed  Lord*  through  our  whole  convex- 
fiition  in  the  world;  and  a  regular  government  of  our 
paffions  and  appetites*  that  we  may  nut  go  imo  any  cx- 
cefs  in  the  purfuir  and  ufc  of  earthly  enjoyments*  A- 
gainft  fuch  Chriftiane  as  are  poflefl'ed  of  tbefe  and  the 
like  fruits  of  the  Spirit*  there  is  110  law  in  force  to  con* 
demn  them  ;  becaufe*  as  has  been  obfcrvcd*  {ver*  18*} ' 
thefe  are  the  perfons*  that  are  not  under  the  law  to  be 
dealt  with  according  to  Its  Uriel  tenor*  and  fubjtcled  to 
its  curfe. 

24  And  they  that  belong  to  Chrift*  not  only  in  name 
and  profeflicin*  but  in  trulh,  as  his  peculiar  property 
and  charge,  and  as  members  of  his  mylticol  body  vital* 
ly  united  to  him*  interfiled  in  him*  ami  devoted  to 
him*  afe  obliged*  earncflly  endeavour*  and  have  been 
actually  enabled  by  his  Spirit*  in  virtue  of  his  cruci¬ 
fixion*  and  in  conformity  to  him  therein*  to  fubdue  the 
power  of  the  old  man*  the  body  cf  Gn,  or  the  corrupt 
tion  of  human  nature*  that  it  may  not  reign  in  their 
mortal  bodies,  {Ram*  ru  6,  12.)  and  to  break  the  force 
of  its  grievous  and  defiling  paflions,  fuch  as  hatredf 
wraths  and  envy  ;  and  of  its  eager  dc fires  after  fenfuat 
pleafure*  fuch  as  drunkenntfi  and  unclecnncfit  together 
with  all  the  other  works  of  the  fltih*  and  ungovern¬ 
able  prop^nfions  toward  them*  before-mentioned,  (i?w, 
ip* — 11*)  that  they*  like  a  crucified  man,  may  be  con¬ 
tinually  loGng  ftrength,  and  gradually  lingering  more 
and  more  till  they  quite  expire. 

25  If  we  are  indeed  quickned  and  made  alive  to  God 
by  the  power  of  the  divine  Spirit,  let  it  be  our  daily' 

prayer 
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«yftb  waikinthe  prayer,  labour,  xnA concern,  to  a£k  up  to  our  principles, 
characters,  obligations,  and  advantages  as  Chriftians, 
by  departing  from  all  iniquity,  and  walking  in  all  boty 
corner  fat  ion  and  godlinefs,  according  to  the  graciaus 
fuggeftions  and  afiiftances  he  afibrds  us* 
ifi  Lftn*  not  he  26  And  as  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  all  the  good 
riehrra*  of  ij-itss*  js  'in  us^  |et  none  of  us  over-rate  nuf  own  endow  - 
"ei-  meats  or  performances,  as  though  we  were  in  ourfelves 
vvi*i£  cue  ano  mote  worthy  than  others ;  nor  aim  at  making  a  vain* 
^Lr-  glorious  fliew  of  tbem,  as  thofc  that  feck  iheapplaufc 

of  men,  and  defpLfe  others  on  account  of  their  lower 
attainments:  Let  us  not,  in  violation  of  the  great  law 
of  love,  (wr.  14-)  provoke  one  another  to  angry  rt- 
fentments ;  nor  give  occafion  of  (lirring  up  envious 
pafiious  in  one  ag  dnft  another,  on  account  of  his  fu* 
ptrior  advantages  of  any  kind* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

TVhrlil  the  *?;ny/*r  of  tprmng  £**de  from  the true  go  fpel-df' citrine  of  juftificatfcn 
hv  the  frer  pace  of  God  through  faith  in  Ctmit,  and  fcekrng  it  by  the  works 
of  the  law  f  This  *5  to  lofe  all  benefit  by  Cbrift,  and  to  be  obliged  to  keep  the 
whole  law  as  the  cou-'&ion  of  lift-,  which  we  never  can  fulfil,  1  fow  unhappy  h 
ir,  that  any  who  iejjr.tii  to  let  out  v.di  in  the  Chriiiian  faith  and  profdlion* 
fhnuld,  iufuud  of  fa(l  in  a  gofinri- freedom  from  Jcwifii  ceremonies,  and 

from  the  curfe  of  the  Jawf  luujeOt  themkh'es  to  both  !  'I  he  doctrine  of  a  ctu- 
ciried  Ciirril,  and  falvafion  alowe  by  hitti,  is  what  we  mud  adhere  to,  ainidft  aft 
reproaches  and  pcrfccutiuus  on  that  account;  and  thpy  who  would  Introduce 
pernicious  errors,  in  oppofition  to  it,  are  ibeb  tremblers  of  the  church  as  ought 
to  be  cut  oiT  from  its  communion.  And,  ah  1  howgreat  is  the  puniflimerd  due 
to  -their  Sti,  which  facmer  or  later  they  rrmft  bear ;  unlcfs  God  grant  them  repent¬ 
ance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  !  But  believer,  who  arc  made  alirc 
to  God  by  his  Spirit,  and  walk  under  his  conduct  and  influence*  wait  with  ear- 
reft  deilreand  expectation  of  efcnml  life  (the  great  objrtf  of  their  hope)  on  I  hr 
fb;*t  of  the  rightcoufhefs  of  Chrift,  through  fuch  a  faith  in  him,  as  works  by 
love.  How  happy  is  their  (late!  Neither  eircumci fion,  nor  nnctrcumcifion,  ss 
rtmlidcred  mvrciy  in  tfcunfdves,  can  any  way  affriftit  ;  norib  there  any  fenteucc 
of  law-con  dem nation  in  force  them,  they  not  being  under  its  covenant, 

ttut  as  they  arc  ft  ill  under  the  cam  nun  dim;  power  of  the-  moral  law,  as  a  rule  of 
life,  how  carefully  fhouM  they  guard  apunft  turning  their  holy  liberty  into  an  oc- 
c:dion  of  liccutioufnefs !  And  with  what  btfievolence  ihould  they  fcrre  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  every  work  of  love,  which  fummarily  includes  aft  the  duties  we  owe  to 
0’.;r  neighbour  ?  lint  if  any,  nncitr  a  pretence  of  zeal  for  troth  and  hoi  in  trig,  f-ift 
bfto  intemperate  heat  a  and  quarrels  oinr  with  another,  let  them  remember  what  a 
dofpi-ratc  rilk  they  nm  of  ruining  tliemll-lvcs,  and  the  emit:  of  religion  tiigcther. 
VfouM  m  be  preferred  from  gratifying  thefc,  and  aft  other  corrupt  difpofiti  on  3, 
thif  ftd!  Eon  muds  remain  and  oppoiethe  principle  of  grace,  in  regenerate  foiib  ? 
Li  l  i:  I:;1  nt.r  daily  pi.-.yer,  ami  endeavour  Jo  walk  under  the  light  and  influence 
of  l!i.-  !  !fi]y  ftpi tit,  who/-  bh/flVd  fruits  Jyt  indirrft  oppofitJnn  to  ;df  the  woiks  m 
the  flelh,  any  of  which,  bdng  indulged  afK]  perilled  in,  will  ccrt duly  cxe hide  1 
nun  from  kir^dom  of  heaven,  But  they  that  arc  indeed  united  to  Christ, 
through  CiiTtb-in  him,  have  gained  A;ch  &  v:£>ory  over  the  corruption  of  julurt, 
and  nil  its  evil  motions  mui  apatites,  that,  like  a  crucified1  nun,  it  h  reuty  to 
ejepTo  in  them.  And  it  we  have  auy  good  hope  that,  through  Urn  Spi*ii% 
(meraLioitf,  this  ?s  our  cafe,  h<nv  highly  d>th  it  become  us  to  take  he«t  m 
honour  to  ouf;Vlvc3l  tir  vaunting  of  our  attain  merits ;  and  fd  iv** 
fo  me  to  wralh,  ;vv  defpued;  oilivn  to  cavr,  as  be  mi;  oui- 
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CHAP,  VL 

7k  apojiU  proceeds  in  exhortations  to  met&nefs*  gent  leafs,  and  humility* 
Ij — 5.  7 *0  a  generous  maintenance  of  miniftcrs^  and  beneficence  to* 

wards  all  raen3  but  efpcciaUy  toward  profijjdzg  believers*  6, — 10, 
Sums  up  the  main  drjign  of  Us  epiflle^  for  guarding  the  Galatians 
injl  their  jndaizing  teachers  that  wanted  them  to  he  (irrumcifcd 
for  ft ends,  dirttVy  contrary  to  his  own  in  preaching  a  crucified 
£hrijlt  iij — 17*;  and  concludes  with  a  jlUvm  bencdiclh^  IS* 


Text* 

rki.:krcn,  If  a 
min  be  over- 
hV.'rt  in  a  fcxAtt 
stwhirh  -rc  fpi- 
tiSr+A  r«ftore  loch 
an  ''at  la  (He  *;■!- 
rii  ir-ctlm?1* ; 
c'wfdrrioj  t!:y- 
J&L,  Ml  thow  *i 
k  be  tr/npted. 


1  Tl^r  yt  or.t 
!:<** 

ib  fu^trli  the 
L'a  cf  CfcriJ;. 


PARAPHRASE, 

A  Ccording  to  the  rule  of  CimiUan  charity,  which  I 
"*  have  laid  down,  {chap*  v.  13,  14,  15,  22,  err.)  If 
any  one  among  you,  my  brethren,  fall  into  an  errone¬ 
ous  notion  or  immoral  a£l,  likr  one  caichM  by  fuTprize 
before  he  was  aware,  {*■,«***£*)  through  unwaiefafulnefs, 
ignorance,  human  frailty,  plaufibtc  infill  nations,  the 
example  of  others,  or  the  power  of  temptation,  I  be- 
leech  rivafe  of  you  that  arc  more  advanced  an J  condrm* 
cd  in  knowledge  and  grace,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor .  11 , 
15*)  to  do  your  utmo*t  to  reduce  foch  an  one,  like  a 
diJlocated  member,  (*mpn£i«}  to  his  proper  place  in 
the  body  of  Chrift,  by  informing  his  judgment,  and 
dealing  dofely  with  his  confciencc,  for  bringing  him  to 
repentance  ^  not  In  a  rough  and  angry  way  of  treating 
him,  but  with  fudi  mfceknefs  and  patience,  tendenu-fs 
and  companion  in  your  temper  and  behaviour,  as  may 
convince  him  that  what  ye  do  to  reclaim  him,  proceeds 
not  from  paQron  or  prejudice,  but  merely  from  an  af¬ 
fectionate  concern  for  the  glory  of  Giul,  and  the  good 
of  his  pwn  foul :  And  to  induce  every  one  of  you  here¬ 
unto,  rtfle£t  ferioufly  on  your  own  infirmities?,  white 
you  dwell  in  mortal  ftefn,  aud  carry  u  body  of  fin  about 
with  you 5  and  confider  the  danger  you  are  in,  left, 
while  you  are  roo  fevere  upon  others,  God  fhouhi  leave 
you  to  foil  by  temptation  imo  the  like,  or  fome  other 
evil,  as  bad,  or  worfe, 

2  In  this  manner,  inftead  of  impofin"  heavy  yokes 
on  one  hand,  or  refufing  any  offices  oi  kind  nets  on 
the  ether,  fee  to  ir,  that  ye  fympathi^e  and  bear  wiih, 
pray  for  and  aflift  each  other,  efpecblly  when  any  arc 
troubled  in  fpirit  for  what  they  have  done  aniifs  ;  and 
endeavour  to  fu {: port  the  weakt  (1  Thek  v-  14,}  to 
lighten  and  relieve  ore  a  not  hers  loads  and  grievances, 
trials  and  cxercifes  of  every  kind  ;  and  fo  put  that  ex¬ 
cellent  Jaw  of  love  into  practice,  whh.li  h'sbcfti  al¬ 
ready  mention'd,  ( chdp ,  v,  14.)  and  which  our  Ihun! 
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himfelf  has  recommended,  as  fummarily  comprehend¬ 
ing  atl  the  eludes  of  the  fccoml  table  of  the  law,  {AlattL 
39 1  4°*) 

3  For  if  any  one  hath  high  thoughts  of  his  owb  at* 
^rttahC^i*  hm  tain  men  is,  as  though  he  were  fufficient  of  himfelf  to 
he  is  nothing,  he  refill  temptation,  and  do  great  things  in  religion ;  and 
deedveth  him-  f0  defpifes  and  infnlts  others,  while  at  the  fame  rime 
he  is  really  destitute  of  what  he  pretends  to,  he  dread¬ 
fully  deceives  his  own  foul. 

4  Ac  Ut  every  ^  But  none  may  be  forward  to  judge  and  cen- 
owq  werit*  and  furc  otheis,  nor  be  fadlv  miftaken  about  himfelf,  let 
then  tballheluirc  every  one  narrowly  fearcb  into,  try  and  prove  his  owu 
principles,  motives  and  ends,  temper  and  behaviour, 
j&h  in  mother*  that  he  may  form  a  right  judgment  concerning  them; 

and  if,  upon  ferious  examination,  they  appear  to  be  ac¬ 
cording  to  rhe  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  his  holy  profef- 
ficnof  it,  he  then  will  have  great  matrerof  rejoicing, 
even  unto  a  humble  glorying,  not  in  taking 

any  honour  to  himfdf,  but  within  his  own  foul,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  what  God  has  wrought  in  him*  and  enabled 
him  to  do  ;  and  on  account  of  thewitnefs  which  his 
own  confcience  and  the  Holy  Spirit  bear  to  hia  finceri- 
ty,  and  to  God’s  approving  and  accepting  him  and  his 
fervices,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift*  And  having  this  delight¬ 
ful  confcioufuefs  in  himfelf,  he  need  not  be  folichous 
about  the  good  opinion  and  applaufe  of  others,  or  about 
glorying  in  them  as  his  profelyres ;  nor  doth  his  happi- 
nefs  ar  all  depend  upon  what  he  is  in  a  mere  compari- 
fon  of  himfdf  with  others  of  a  worfe  chara&er,  or  u- 
pon  what  efleem  they  have  of  him  ;  ftnee  he  who  judges 

Fo*  retry  **  ^  Lord  (i  Cor .  iv,  3,  4,) 
via’n  Ibln  bear  $  For  as  every  one  muji  give  an  account  0/  himfelf  to 
bis  0  i'n  ljuidttt.  Codt  {Rom.  xiv*  12  );.  fo  he  will  be  judged  and  dealt 
with  for  happinefs,  or  mifery,  in  that  awful  day,  not 
according  to  what  he  is  in  comparifon  with,  or  in  the 
opinion  of  others*  nor  according  to  any  over-weening 
thoughts  of  his  own  concerning  himfdf  1  but  only  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  he  really  is,  and  (hall  then  be  found  to 
be  in  heart  and  life  before  God. 

sr^t  him  that  6  In  order  to  your  being  acquainted  with,  and  efla- 
**  the  yifiicd  jn  thefe  important  things,  there  is  need  of  a 

„nro  hint  (landing  minmry;  and  as  it  is  equitable  in  inVif,  and 
ihit  ti3chf?h  in  the  Lord  Jefus  has  ordain’d  that  theyf  who  preach  the 
hU  good  tiring  gofpet%  fbouU  live  of  the  gofpet%  (1  Cor.  ix*  14,}  let  no 
differences  among  you  preveuryour  fupporting  his  faith¬ 
ful  ferv.uits  in  their  work ;  bet  let  him  that  his  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  being  taught  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and 
cfpccially  him  tint  has  been  tfieftiuHy  raught  of  God 

by 
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j  Be  hot  do* 
iri«d ;  God  if 
not  mocked :  for 
vbarfoerer  a  nuA 
fourth,  [hat  tibatl 
alfo  reap. 


B  Tor  be  that 
fowcthtobtsflcOi, 
IbiU  of  the  fitlh 
TJip  comJpricn ; 
but  he  that  Iw* 
clh  to  theSjuth, 
I  ha  ||  of  fhc  spirit 

rap  life  mrlaft* 

■I- 


#  And  kt  TJi 
not  be  weary  in 
uttll  -doiltjr  ;  for 
in  doe  ftafon  we 
fliafl  rczpt  if  wc 
faint  not. 
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by  this  means,  contribute  cheetfully  and  liberally,  ac- 
cording  to  his  worldly  fubftance,  to  the  comfortable 
maintenance  of  the  minifter  that  Ipends  his  time  and 
pains  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  him,  which  brings  bet* 
ter  blcffings  than  alt  the  good  things  of  this  life. 

7  Let  none  of  you  be  deluded  or  milled  by  any  plan* 
fible  fugg  eft  ions,  or  by  your  own  covetous  tempers,  as 
if  this,  or  any  other  in  fiances  of  liberality,  as  occafoni 
require,  were  not  your  duty.  How  much  foever  a  matt 
may  prevaricate,  to  the  deceiving  of  himfelf,  or  others* 
the  great  God,  who  fees  your  hearts,  and  has  a  fnpremc 
right  to  yonr  obedience,  will  not  fyfter  himfelf  to  be 
impofed  upon.  Or  treated  with  a  contempt  or  negleffe 
of  any  of  his  commandments,  under  fallacioos  pre¬ 
tences  of  obeying  them  ;  Far,  to  fpcak  in  tbcJanguage 
of  a  metaphor,  taken  from  the  ordinary  courfe  of  pro* 
vidtnee  in  the  works  of  nature,  a  man’s  reaping  fhall 
be  according  to  (the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  what  be 

'  fowes. 

8  Fot  as  in  the  natural  world  the  hufbandman  reaps 
the  fruits  of  the  earth,  according  to  the  different  kinds 
of  feed  be  has  fown ;  fo  in  the  moral  and  fpiritnal 
world,  every  man  will  receive  the  fruit  of  his  doings, 
anfwerable  to  their  nature  and  quality  ;  jnfomuch  that 
he  who,  like  a  fewer  of  bad  feed,  lays  out  his  Temporal 
enjoyments,  or  fpends  bis  time  and  ftrength,  with  feU 
iilb  and  corrupt  views,  (hall  reap  the  fad  and  rotten . 
fruit  Of  fucti  a  carnal  temper  and  conduQ,  in  only  pc* 
rifhinjr  acquifitions  here,  and  endlefs  definition  here¬ 
after:  But,  on  the  contrary,  he  who,  thro*  the  power 
of  divine  grace,  employs  his  earthly  fubftance,  and 
improves  his  various  talents,  like  a  fower  of  good  feed, 
for  promoting  fpi ritual  things,  in  fubfervience  to  the 
work  and  delign  of  the  Spirit  of  G'rd,  agreeable  to  bis 

'  holy  nature  and  wiil,  as  revealed  in  his  word,  fhall 
reap  glorious  fruit  unto  bolinefs  in  this  world,  the  end 
of  which  fhall  be  eternal  life  in  the  next,  as  the  gi/t  of 
God  through  Jejus  Chrift  our  Lord,  (Rom-  vt.  22,  23.) 

y  Being  animated  by  this  comfortable  view  and  pro* 
fpetft,  let  us  take  heed,  that,  like  people  weary  of  their 
enterprises,  we  do  not  grow  remifs  and  negligent  a- 
bout,  much  lefs  ceafe  from,  doing  good  to  others  by 
any  means  that  we  may  be  capable  of:  For  we  fhall 
certainly  have  a  plentiful  harveft  of  bleOings  in  proper 
time,  if  not  in  this  world,  yet  at  the  refurreftion  of 
the  juft,  in  cafe  we  do  not,  through  unbelief  and  dif- 
foungement,  covctoulhefs  and  impatience,  or  fome 

other 


frith. 


ii  Ye  fire  hmJ 
large  a  letter  I 
T>«ve  written  un- 
to  yon  wh  reiri 
Giro  hand. 
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other  evil  principle,  defilWrortioiir  duty,  as  counting  it 
an  irkfome  [aft:  j  but  perfeme  in  it  to  the  end* 
i«A*mlim-  iq  While  therefore  God,  by  bis  providence,  gives 
funSty  lct^i^  M abilities,  and  proper  opportunities  and  occafion?, 
pmdkLAtoafrinni,  Let  u$  hbooT  and  exercife  ourfelves  fey*i*pA9z}  in  every 
dpecialJf  not*  Work  of 'beitiriicence  towards  the  neeeflnous,  and  all 
oar  Mto#-ci>»!Ure$j  without  reftraiiimg  ir,  like  the 
Jivrty  to  rhofe  of  our  own  religion  and  nation  ;  and 
yet  this  ought  to  be  done  m'oft  efpecially,  with  care  and 
delight,  tothofe,  who,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  have 
cordially  embraced  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  and  are  brought 
into  his  church  and  family,  as  his  doroeftics  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  houfhohi,  {F.ph*  iu  19.} 

II  Now,  to  draw*  to  a  clofe,  ye  fee,  and  pny  oh- 
ferve,  my  brethren,  wlm  important  things  I  have  wrote  *, 
arid  to  how  great  a  length,  in  my  abundant  zeal  and 
concern  for  you,  I  have  flretched  this  letter,  and  fA-rf 
not  by  the  affiance  .of  an  amanuenft^  which  I  muflly 
nutr  ufe  of,  but  all  of  it  with  mine  own  hand  writ¬ 
ing  *. 

jz  As  to  all  thofe  mat  would  pervert  you,  whatever 
their  figure  and  pretences  be,  orhow  much  foever  they 
be  ambitions  of  recommending  themftlves  to  the  fa* 
wur  of  men,  by  external  flourifliirig 'profoffions  of  re* 
ligioit,  and  zealous  obfervations  of  ceremonial  rites  and 
m«r  Mriecution  ^arnhl  drdiriances,  which  fim&ify  only  to  the  purifying 
for  tht  mfsnf1  of  the  flefb,  (J/eA.  ix.  13.)  their  chief  and  governing 
Ghrifr-  md  ;n  fo  ftrebuoufly  infilling  on  the'  necefiity  of  your 

■being  circumcifed,  (though  many  of  you  never  wer^ 
under  the Mefaic  law)  is  not  out  of  any  love  to  you,  cr 
concern  for  your  foivation;  but  only  that  they  their— 
felres  may  efcape  the  pei  fecutions  and  reproaches  which 
the  furious  unbelieving  Jew  $  would  bring  upon  them. 
Were  They  to  hold,  that  faith  in  a  crucified  tiaviour  i> 
fafSdent  for  j unification,  without  joining  to  it  an  ob* 
formation  of  the  law  of  Mofes*  (See  the  preface  to  this 
epiftfc,  and  the  note  on  chap*  iv.  U.} 

13  Fcr neither  13  For  thfcfe  very  zealots  that  have  been  circu-ncifod, 

they  themfthe*  and  thereby,  in  effc£l,  obliged  to  kerp  the  whole  of 
k«T*MlldUwf  Mofoic  law,  as  ever  they  would  be  juiiifled  by  it, 
but 


ti  As  Traryw 
dc Cue  tc  aiihe  a 
fair  Qicv  ip  the 
thty  ron- 
ftrvin  y vu  tv  be 
drenmdftd  X  on- 
'  t  LcJJ  ibcy Jhou W 
ericcmioii 
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fal&r 


K  O 

*  Tli t  Tctb  (fM«)  jc may  be  rcinla- 
ert  in  *he  imperative  u  wei!  as  tnaUmv*  ro^oth 
And  Aw  large  c  litter  J  have  -write  (rmnKwe 
ypitfiftamw  ryfiula)  jraj  probably  frguity  r,o: 
»rtly  the  kmgib  of  IhccptfHe,  but  likewise  the 
imp+naat  matter  contained  w  it*  (£*e  Mr 
fr/^i  cote  on  t!ie  p!?*pc.}  However,  the 
i\te  nto'ticTii  his  writing  it  wm  bii  ivu 


{chap, 

t  r„ 

li^dUfc,  as  fee  ms  from  to.  ivi.  11.  t  tV. 
xvh  ami  x  7b<f.  Hi*  r?T  be  ufustljehber 
diOatrd  bi^  rptf!  ard  fhmeftrbcr  prs-fGa 
urotc  them ;  or,  it'  he  u::ocr  the  omii-afcf 
others  tranftriktd  lbt:p,  and  ihm  hr  fr'-r 
the  o>pi«  to  the  ehuirhrjt,  aiitfW  by  U\t 
own  hand  to  be  gaiuLrc.  (See  ;hc  f'’ 
xv i*  i^O 
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to:  deft  re  to  have 
you  ckumdfcil, 
that  they  ought 
fJ'ry  it  your 
Ml* 


t+  Bat  Gad 
MM  that  J 
fruuld  gfcny,  fcec' 
ia  the  croft  uf  our 
LoitJJcfiJiChrft* 
by  trhoen  the 
vtitLI  is  crwtftrJ 
auto  me,  and  l 
tuto  the  work. 


{chap.  v.  3.) -»  even  they  themfdves  do  not  come  op  tso 
its  high  demands  of  moral  duties*,  bow  itrift  and  zea¬ 
lous  feever  they-  may  be  for  obferving' its  ceremonial 
rites  and  ordinances  j-nor  indeed  are  they  fo  much  con¬ 
cerned -about  the  firft,  as  about  tbe-laft:  But  they  would 
fain  hive  you- brought  under  the  bond  of  circtrtn&fidn, 
that  they  may,  fcoift  of  you  as -their  profelyrcs  fiom  a-' 
mong;  the  Gctittfes  ;  and  fa  make  a  merit  with  the  car¬ 
nal  Jews  of  your  bring  circufficifed  in  the  ftefh  thro* 
their-  inftigation,  and  thereby  obliged  to  obferve  the 
law  in  its  full  extent  for  juitification  to  eternal  life. 

1 4-  But  as  to  myfelf,  far  be  it  from  me,  ’tis  a  detef- 
tablc  thought  in  my.3cceunt,~th:tt  I,-like  them,  fliculd 
be  ambitious  of-  human  applaufc,  or  bead  of  what  I 
have  done,  or  rely  on  any  thing  as -the! -ground -of  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  Godj  except  it  be-oftthc-atoning  fccri- 
ficeof  our  crucified  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  thrift,  for 
whom  1  am  willing  to  fvffcr  the  Uft  if  all  things*  Sec. 
(Vbit.  tii.  8,  9.)  Such  is  my  entire  dependence  on  this, 
my  triumph  in  it,  and  exps&ation  from  ir,  that  by 
faith  in  him,  and  by,  virtue  derived  from  him,  and  in 
•conformity  to  him,  as  crucified,  .1  am  dead  to  alt  the 
allurements,  inttrefts,  cafe,,  and  honours  of  this  world 


K  For  in 
Chrirt  jefus  net- 
the-  e:rcumc>&m 
□Y2:lrth  any 
ilutifr,  notarcr- 

ciimjfiDiit  Inft  a 

fie*. V  creature. 


on  one  hand,  and  all  its  terrors,  perfccutions,  and  re¬ 
proaches  on  the  other,  fo  as  not-  to  be  mo vt&  by  them,, 
( ASs  xx-  24*) :  And  it  is  on  account  of  my  preaching* 
the  pure  doctrine  of  faivation  alone  by  rne  crofs  of 
Chrift#  without  any  mixture  of  the  works  of  the  lav, 
that  men  of  a  worldly  fpirir,  who  are  chiefly  governed 
by  fecular  imerefts,  are  dead  in  their  affc&tons  toward 
me,  defpife  arid  hate  me,  and  would  be  glad  to  cruci¬ 
fy  me,  as  they  did  my  dear  Redeemer* 

15  For  with  regard  to  union  with  Chrift,  and  jufti- 
ficanon  to  life*  through  faith  in  him,  a  man’s  being 
circumcifcd,  or  not  circumcifed*  confidering  tbefe 
things  barely  in  themfelm,  h  of  no  manner  of  ao 
count,  as  all  diflioCHons  of  that  kind  under  the  New- 
Tcftament'difpenfiitioii  are  at  an  end*  The  great  thing 
that  belongs  to,  and  is  ntcdlary  for  proving  our  intereft 
in  him  is,  that  we  be  indeed  created Chrijl  Jefus  an- 


t * 


N  O  T  E. 

*  Thdc  Jndaizing  Chr-fUsns  ^crc  ;wd:uis  the  v.orks  cf  the  law  :  And  a*  he  mentions 
fer  drcimidfion  and  all  other  ccr:'m^:.ia£  or-  rhU  hy  way  of  ec^forcnpon  tlmfe  far 

finances;  aad  therefore  tihen  ihc  ipoulc  not  finccrdy  aitin^  upt»thdr  own  preirn- 
Ly*(  tint  tbty  ibtmjtifm  dtAhut  kup  the  hiv*y  ers,  it  feems  r<if'  k'jnnc  to  fuppufc,  »iih 
fit&e't-.sto  fcive  lus  eye  prinripiHy  on  the  ih=si  thtir  /  kttpiaf  /Ac  hiv  only 

mfx!  in  ohedjertcc  t:>  uhsei:  they  v^rc  means  th.tr  ifcry,  inCfj/jrid*  t'outJ  not 

Lilly  dcfrfiive.  and  TVt  wt;  c  vvd  :uSte.Sy  as  JT^uLHy  ohftrve  the  Jcvljb  falls,  or  offer 
imtfh  aLlij-cdby  e!i'uin*i;ii'*i*i  uj  .uiciid  i->,  f.*?.:incei  or  iii-eufc  themiUv'Chfrom  their  da¬ 
ps  ilny  enuttt  be  Ci>  exU  t \- ri  ■<  r  :*f  cvjrmo-  fh by  *;Iiiujr  thi*  n 

iirr',  if  they  w£JLT;-j  i"  1?:  !'«y  ^  i' 
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ttf  And,  H 
many  a$  walk  ac¬ 


cording  to  thU 
rule,  peace  be  on 
them,  md  meiv 
cj,  And  upan  tbe 
titular  God 


1?  Fronheatt- 
forth  id  no  man 
trouble  me ;  for 
X  bear  in  my  bo¬ 
dy  the  mark*  of 
the  Lon!  JeliM. 


t9  BittBrra , 

the  jmA  of  our 
fiora  jelusO;,  (| 
l*  vkTi  your  Jj. ir 
I  ft*  Aeitu, 


to  good  vtcrks,  (Eph.  ii.  10.)  or  be  formed  anew  in 
our  principles,  temper  anid  defignaj  and  fo  brought  to 
deal  with  God  for  all  acceptance,  and  to  walk  in  all  bo- 
line  (a  before  him,  according  to  tbe  tenor  of  tbe  gofpel, 
in  an  exercifeof  that  faitbiobieb  workt  by  love, (ch.v.  6.) 

itf  And  as  many  profefling  ChriftiaOs,  whether  Jews 
or  Gentiles ,  as  IhaJI  walk  orderly,  (waiwwi)  and  wirhia 
the  boundaries  of  the  rule  which  has  been  laid  down 
in  this  epiftle,  with  refpeQ  to  the  grounds  of  acceptance 
with  God,  the  right  ufe  of  Christian  liberty,  the  law  of 
love,  and  the  new  creature,  without  any  regard  toctr- 
comfion  or  uncircumcifion,  I  earneftly  pray  with  allu¬ 
red  confidence,  that  all  the  bleflings  of  peace  with  God, 
with  one  another,  and  in  their  own  confciences,  and 
all  the  kindnefo  and  tender  compaflion,  that  wretched 
finful  creatures  Hand  in  need  of,  even  every  good  thing 
that  can  be  included  in  peace  and  mercy ,  may  be  rich¬ 
ly  bellowed  by  the  God  of  all  grace  upon  them,  and 
upon  all  Cnee  re  believers ;  and  I  authoritatively  pro¬ 
nounce  all  theft  blefiings  upon  them,  who,  in  difiinc- 
tion  from  Ifraelltes  only  after  the  flefh,  are  the  true  and 
fpiritual  Ifraet,  which  God  has  formed  for  hirofdf,  and 
receives  and  owns  for  his  peculiar  church  and  people, 
through  hts  Son- 

17  Upon  the  whole  then,  after  all  that  has  been  laid 
in  this  epiftle,  let  no  one  give  me  any  furrher  trouble, 
by  difputes  and  quarrels  about  circumcifion  and  other 
obfervances  of  the  law,  or  by  injur ioully  reproaching 
me,  as  though  I  had  fometimes  preached  them  up  as 
neceflary  things  :  For  many  are  the  perfections  which 
I  have  already  endured ;  and  to  this  very  day  I  carry 
about  in  my  mortal  body  tbe  vifible  fears  of  thofe  ftripes, 
wounds,  and  bonds,  [A&s  xx.  23.  and  1  Cor.  iv.  10, 
and  xi.  23,  24.)  which  I  have  fuffer’d  for  the  fake  of, 
and  in  conformity  to  my  crucified  Lord  and  Saviour, 
as  evident  marks  of  my  being  his  devoted  fervant,  and 
proofs  of  my  faithful  adherence  to,  and  zeal  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  pure  gofpel-do&rine  of  juftificaiion  alone 
thro*  faith  in  him. 

18  To  conclude,  brethren,  my  heart's  defire  and  pray¬ 
er  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  is,  that  his  free 
love  and  favour,  together  with  all  its  blefTed  raaoifefta- 
tions*  fruits  and  effefts,  may  plentifully  abound  toward 
you,  and  feofibly  reft  upon  your  fouls,  ro  lead  you  in 
the  way  of  faith,  comfort  and  holinef6,  till  ye  (hall  ar¬ 
rive  at  tbe  complete  poftefDon  of  ever  la  fling  life.  In 
teftimony  of  my  Bncerity  herein,  and  of  my  hope  with 
refpefl  hereunto,  I  cordially  fay,  Amen. 


RECOL- 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

With  what  mcelmcfr  and  humility,  companion  and  fympathy,  ftiould  Chrifti* 
»as  uf  /uperior  attainment)  labour  to  recover  their  brethren  that  have  been  o- 
ttf taken  with  a  fault  through  infirmity  and  temptation  1  To  induce  them  to  tnit, 
Ittthem  coniider  that,  in  the  preftnt  ftatc  of  human  frailty,  they  themfdves 
are  liable  to  flips  and  falls;  and  that  though  they  be  delivered  from  the  ceremoni¬ 
al  law*  and  from  the  covenant  of  works  and  its  curie,  they  arc  ftill  under  the  mo¬ 
ral  law  to  Chriit,  who  enjoins  all  obedience  to  it,  and  every  office  of  love  one  to¬ 
wards  another.  How  dreadful  is  It  to  deceive  one*#  own  foul,  tbro>  fclf-  conceit  or 
hypocritical  mockeries  of  God,  who  neither  will  nor  can  be  irapofed  upon  !  But 
what  a  noble  pteafurc  has  a  man  in  hjmfdf,  when,  upon  clofe  trial,  his  conference 
bears  him  wttnefs,  that  he  is  approved  of  God  in  Chrift ;  and  is  enabled  to  prove 
his  own  faithftilncfs  in  the  management  of  his  worldly  enjoyments  for  fupporting 
a  gofptlrmtmftty,  and  doing  good,  as  opportunities  offer,  to  all  me n,  and  efpe~ 
daily  tnofe  that  belong  to  the  houlhotd  of  faith  l  And  O  bow  foiemn  is  the 
thought,  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  every  one  muft  reap  the  fruit  of 
his  own  ways,  whether  of  fm  unto  death,  or  of  bolmcfc  uato  everlafting  life  1 
What  fignifies  making  a  fair  fhow  of  religion,  in  outward  appearances,  if  out 
hearts  and  ends  are  wrong*  and  .we  arefo  fond  of  the  favour  and  applaufe  of  men 
as  to  be  afraid  or  afhamed  to  owa-a  crucified  Chrift,  and  the  doctrine  of  falvatioa 
alone  by  him,  left  we  fhould  fufler  reproaches  and  persecutions  on  that  account ! 
But  they  arc  C  hri  ft  ians  indeed,  and  ought  not  tobe  fufpe&cd  to  be  otherwife  who 
can  glory  in  the  crofs  of  Chriit,  as  the  only  ground  of  all  acceptance  with  God, 
and  who  by  virtue  derived  from  him  are  as  dead  to  the  world  as  the  men  of  this 
world  can  he  to  them.  Whatever  be  our  profeffions,  denominations  and  exter¬ 
nal  privileges,  nothing  will  turn  to  our  faring  advantage,  unlefs  we  be  new  era- 
lures  and  have  that  faith  which  works  by  love.  Butgface,  mercy,  and  peace,  will 
be  upon  all  IfrfitliUs  indeed,  whowalk  by  rule,  according  to  the  gofpel,  in  their 
dealings  with  God  and  man-  The  Lurdjefu*  htmfirtf  will  freely  bids  them;  and 
bUfervauts  cannot  but  heartily  wifli  that  they  may  be  abundantly  bleffed,  and 
in  hope  of  it  fay,  Amen* 
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Apoftle  PA  U  Vs  Epiftlc 

TO  THE 

EPHESIANS, 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  preface  to  the  Epistl e  to  the  E  P  H  E S I A N S. 

EPHESUS  was  the  metropolis  of  the  proconsular  AJia,  which 
was  a  part  of  the  province  that  went  by  the  name  of  Afia  tbs 
Ujs.  Here  flood  the  celebrated  temple  of  Diana,  which  .was 
catted  one  of  the  (even  wonders  of  the  world  ;  and  the -inhabitants  of 
this  city  were  on  the  one  hand  eminent  for  human  wi/dom  and  learn¬ 
ing  and  On  the  other  remarkably  infamous  for  idolatry..  I.afcmoufnefs, 
and  magical  arts,  as  appears  from  chap.  v.  -and  AEls  six.  19.  And 
yet  from  among  perfons  of  thefe  characters,  fovereigu  grace  railed  a 
church,  the  greateft  part  of  which  were  Gentiles,  by  the  ministry  of 
the  apoftle  Paul,  who  continued  preaching  to  them  about  three  years, 
AElsix.  31. 

Some  time  afterwards  he  took  a  journey  that  way,  and  Tent  for  the 
elders  of  this  church  to  Miletus ,  where,  among  other  things,  he  ap¬ 
pealed  to  them,  that  he  had  diligently  and  alTeflionately  laboured  a* 
mong  them,  and  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  to'them ;  but 
bad  tefiified  both  to  the  Jews  and  Greeks  repentance  toward  God,  and 
faith  toward,  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrifl  and  bad  not  Jhunnci  to  declare 
unto  them  the  whole  cat /fit l  of  Goth.  He  then  charged  them  to  take  heed 
to  the  flock  ever  which  the  Holy  Ghojl  had  made  them  overfeers,  telling 
them  by  the  fpiri:  of  prophecy,  that  grievous  wolves  would  enter  in  a- 
mong  them  not  /paring  the  flock,  and  that  of  their  ownfielvet  many  would 
arife ,  /peaking  perverfe  things  to  draw  away  difciplct  after  them ,  ixc. 
A£ts  xx.  1 7, — 30.  And  the  account  we  have  of  this  church.  Rev.  ji. 
t 6.  fhews  how  fadly  this  predi£Uon  was  verified. 

To  guard  them  therefore  againit  thofe  fedoter*,  which,  perhaps,  by 
this  time  began  to  appear  aiuonglt  them  ;  and  to  confirm  them  in  the 
faith,  which  he  had  preached  and  thee  had  received,  he  wrote  tldi 

tpiftk, 
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rpiftle,  in  which  he  gave  them  an  epitome  of  that  gofpel ,  which  he 
iiiiit  preached  to  them  more  at  large,  with  relpetk  to  the  important 
doctrine  of  God*?  free  loveand  grace,  particularly  in  ele&ion  atid  e£- 
fetlual  catling,  which  he  illuftrates  and  enhances  from- a  conGderation 
et  what  they  were  by  nature  before  conveifion,  and  pf  rhc  glorious 
bktEiigs  .which  they  were  made  partakers  of  through. the  gofpel,  chap. 
t.  ii.  iii.  Thcfe  contain. the  doctrinal  part  of  the  epiftle,  whigli.be  de¬ 
livers  in  fnbtime,  moving,  and  rapturous  drains,  like  one  urbofe  heart 
whs  deeply  iinprefled  and  delighted,  ami  alraoft  overcome  with  the 
great  things  he  was  (peaking  of;  and  then,  according  to  his  ufual  me¬ 
thod,  he  proceeds  in  the  three  lafl  chapters  to  the  practical  part,  in 
which  he  exhorts  them  to  various  duties,  civil  and  religious,  perfoual 
and  relative,  Tunable  to  their  Chriftian  ch*ra$er,  privileges,  affiftaaces, 
and  obligations. 

Dr  M'Jh,  in  his  prolegomena  to  the  New  Teflamem,/.  y.  and  {brae 
others  both  before  and  after  him  fuppofe,  that  tbis-eptftle'wis  .written 
to  the  LaodiccanSy  and  that  the  apoftle  ordered,  a  eopy,  of  it  to  be  lent 
to  the  Ephcfian  church,  and  fo  it  came  to.be  very. early  called  the  epif- 
lie  to  the  faints  at  Ephcfus ;  others  fuppofe  that  it  was  a  fprt  of  geueral 
epiiUe  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  GVnfj/r-ChriJiians,  .cfpccially  -tbofe  of 
of  whofe  converdon  the.  apoftle  had  only  heard.  Ratals',  the  principal 
doftrines  cf  this  epiftle  agree  with  the  account .he. gave  the  eidert  of 
Ephefus  of  what  he  had  preached  to  them,  and  fuit  the  defigo  of  forti¬ 
fying  them  againd  the  errors  be  foretold  would  fpring  up  among  them. 
Acts  rx.  20, — 29,  (fee  Dr  Whitby  i,  preface,  and  Dr  Goodwin's  premifc 
concerning  this  epiflle,  p.  3.)  and  as  all  the  ancient  copies  and  versons, 
that  are  come  to  cur  hand,  read  at  <Ephefust  andouue  of  them  at  Lao- 
£ ceat  the  laboured  arguments  of.  thefe  learned  gentlemen  feem  not- to 
be  rally  conclufive  ;  and  the  paflages  in  the  epiftle  irfelf,  on  Which 
they  are  founded,  will  He  confidered,  as  they  occur  in  the  courfe  of 
the  espofition  :  However,  the  epiftle  might  be  wrote  to  Ephejut ,  not 
only  Tor  the  immediate  ufe  of  the  church  there,  but  likewife  of  other 
churches  in  “Afta,  of  which  Laodicca  was  one;  accordingly  fome  have 
thought  that  they  are  included  in  the  latter  part  of  the  infeription, 
which  is  indefinitely  to  the  faithful  in  Chrifi  jefus :  Chap,  i*  1.  And 
it  it  was  written  -  with  a  particular  view  to  the  Laodueansy  as  well  as 
the  RphtjtanSy  if  might  poftihly  be  fometimes  called  the  epiftle  to  rhe 
■LttodiceanSy  as  fomc  fuppofe  it  is,  CoK  iv.  16.  (See  the  note  there.) 
But  as  this  is  a  matter  of  little  or  no  moment,  wc  may  be  very  eafy.a- 
buotit,  .fince  it  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  it  vras  wrote  by  the  in - 
fptred  apoftle  Pauly  and  is  of  equal  ufe  to  us,  whether  it  was  written 
immediately  to  the  Ephejianiy  or  any  other  church. 

As  to  rhe  time  when  this  epiftle  was  wrote,  it  is  concluded  to  be, 
as  fome  think,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  $9  or  59,  or  as  others  62. 
However,  it  is  certain  tbnt  this  and  the  epiftle  to  the  Cokffiani  arc  a 
ibrt  of  twin -epi  (ties,  as  they  were  dictated  or  wrote  about  the  tame 
time,  and  on  much  the  fame  fubjefts,  and  To  caft  light  one  upon  the 
ether ;  and  both  were  wrote  when  the  apoftlc  wts  a  prifoner  at  Rw*i. 


3*8  The  Epiftlc  to  thi  Ephesians  parapbrafei*  Cb*  i« 

For  in  this  epiftte,  cbap.tiu  i*  and  iv.  i.  he  calls  hirafclf  tie  prifoner 
ef  Chrift  Jefusy  and  the  prifoner  of  the  Lord ;  and  in  that  to  the  €chf- 
Jftansy  chap-  iv,  18.  he  fpeaks  of  himfdf  as  in  bonds.  AeccrciTrgsy  it 
has  been  obferved,  that  what  he  wrote  in  thofe  circumftvmces  had  the 
greateft  relifli  and  favour  of  the  things  of  God,  which  eminently  ap¬ 
pears  in  thefe  two  epiftles,  and  in  that  to  the  Philippians,  which  was 
alfo  wrote  in  prifon*  and  about  the  fame  time. 


C  H  A  P*  L 

The  apcftle  prefaces  his  epiftlc,  as  ufual,  with  an  infer ipt ion  and  felutaT 
tion,  vtfr.  1,1*  Gives  a  genera /  account  of  faving  hUfftngs  m  a  way  of 
thankfgiving  andpraife,  3*  Enlarges  upon  them,  at  prepared  in  God's 
eternal  eie£tion7  as  purchafed  by  drift's  bloody  and  as  convey'd  in  efec* 
tual  calling,  4, — 10,  Applies  all  this ,  ftrft  to  the  believing  Jews, 
and  then  to  the  believing  Gentiles,  1  r, — 1 4*  Thanhs  God  for  what  be 
bad  heard  tf  their  faith  and  love,  and  prays  for  the  continuance  of  their 
knowledge  and  hope ,  with  refpefl  to  the  heavenly  inheritance ,  and  to 
God’s  powerful  working  in  them ,  anfwerabU  to  what  had  been  wrought 
in  the  rcfurreSion  and  exaltation  of  drifts  15, — 13* 


Tsitv  Paraphrase* 

PAULanap&*  T  PAUL,  who  have  the  honour  of  being  an  apoiUe  of 
JHc  of  Jefiw  -l  Jefus  Chrift,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom*  i.  1.)  immedi- 
SfoV  God,  to  atc^T  ^cnt  authonfed  and  qualified  by  him,  to 

the  &iot«  wMch  publiih  bis  glorious  gofpel,  and  am  called  to  this  im- 
m  «  Ephefrs  port  ant  office  according  to  the  fovereizn  will  of  God, 

ful  ia  cbriQ  je-  w't0  °*  "ls  own  mere  “▼<>  or  appointed  me  to  it,  1,  in 
Ac :  the  execution  of  this  high  trull,  fend  this  epiftle  under 

divine  infpiration  *  to  thofe  Chnftians  at  Epbefui,  who, 
as  members  of  the  church  there,  are  by -profeffion,  and, 

•  as  I  trull,  really  renewed  and  falsified  by  theHoly  Spi¬ 
rit  j  and  to  thofe  believers  there,  or  el  few  here,  that 
have  obtained  mercy  to  be  faithful  to  their  light  and  o- 
bligations,  in  their  adherence  to  the  truth  as  h  is  in  Je- 


N  o 

*  Ani  to  the  fmihfut  (h*j  xwh  without 
the  article)  might  be  trail  (laud  tvm  to  the 
faithful  j  foe  the  pinick  (*«}  rendered  oaA, 
froqntfltfy  lipiilief  even  in  tlic  New  Tclh- 
ment,  when  It  comet  between  two  nouns, 
the  Srf  of  which  hn  the  article  and  the  o- 
ther  not,  at  may  he  feco  in  many 
where  fbmetimes  transited  andt  at  others 
rvra,  as  br^vor*  j,  Rom.  xv,  tf-  %  Cer*  5.  3. 
nnd  xi,  jr,  Pint,  iv,  xo,  CoL  it*  %*  a  Thff  ii* 
t  Peter  t,  ■  3:^04  fcverai  other  p Uces  i 
Aad  the  word  here  rendered  tbefatbfutfivyiBeo 
fftfo  bctitviufr  or  teSevers,  or  them  w&cb  bfa 
/frw,  and  U  oftea  Jb  tranfytedj  ai  \p  Joint 


T  E, 

xx- 17*  Arts  x.  r;.  1  Cor-  vL  15, 1  Tim.  iv. 
3,  10,  ii.  and  v.  if.  and  vL  a.  and  fomay 
intimate  shat  faith  *n<t  hdinds  go  together, 
or  that  all  true  believers  are  ml  ftintv,  or 
holy  perfoui :  But  feme  Lave  thought  that 
and  to  t hsffttbfmt  in  Chrift  Jfas  if  added  by 
way  of  intimation  that  the  epiftle  was  rib- 
reGed  to  the  reft  of  the  believers  in  the  Letter 

jfjfid,  as  well  as  to  tbo&at  Kphtjuj ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  this  were  the  af)oftlia  (mmedute  in* 
toiuion  or  oort  he  (Icnbtjcft  dettgnsd  it  fox 
thdr  ofe,  and  for  theufcof  alL  the  ciic+ch^ 
of  Chfift  in  fuccttdntf  igcu 


C h>  K  Ybt  EpijVe  to  the  Ephesians  faraphrafttL 

fus,  and  by  virtue  of  their  union  with  him,  the  only 
Saviour,  from  whom  all  their  faith  ami  faithfuloefs  is 
derived,  and  in  whom  *ti$  acceptable  to  God. 

i  Grace  be  to  2  May  all  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  as  conGftin>x 
°^r^e  free  favour  of  God,  (fee  the  note  on  AVft.  i*  7.)  and 
thc^nid/mtlie  all  its  happy  fruits,  manifestations,  and  effects,  which 
LordJdtRChriii,  may  be  fiimmcd  up  in  peace  with  him,  with  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  in  your  own  fouls,  and  is  the  peace  that  pafc 
feth  all  under  Handing,  ( Phi/,  iv.  7;)  May  all  this,  to¬ 
gether  with  every  kind  of  profperrry,  abound  towards 
each  and  every  one  of  you  here,  till  it  be  com  pleated 
in  eternal  felicity  hereafter,  from  out  covenant*God  and 
Father  in  Chrifl,  as  the  fountain  and  iirft  moving  cauie, 
and  from  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  himfdf, 
as  the  purchaser  and  difp^ofer  of  all  the  bleffings  that 
are  comprehended  in  the  peace  which  he  bequeathed 
to  his  dife Spies  when  he  was  going  to  the  Father,  {John 
liv.  27.) 

3  All  pofTiUe  honour  and  glory,  thankfgiving  and 
praife  are  infinitely  due,  and  are  chearfully  paid  by  me 
and  ought  to  be  fo  by  you,  to  the  evsr-blefled  God 
whofe  molt  endearing  title  formerly  was  that  of  the 
God  of  Abraham  and  Ifaac  and  Jaccby  but  who  has 
now  revealed  himfelf  under  the  dill  more  encouraging 
and  delightful  charafter  of  God,  even  the  Father,  in  the 
bigheft  and  moft  peculiar  fenfe,  of  our  Lord  and  Jiavi* 
our  Jefus  Chrift,  nU  only  begotten  and  eternal  Sont 
and  the  Divine  Mediator  between  him  and  us,  who  in 
the  immenfe  riches  of  his  love  and  grace  to  thofe  of  us 
whether  Jtwsm  Centiks  f  that  are  faints  and  faith- 

NOTE, 

9  Q&tf*  birjp#?  us  it  ht*  eteferrin*  alt fp't-  him,  Here  again  the  partTrfe  and  (ftc  e?ic 
antbsawfity  hlejjinfs  upon us\nl\$ peat-  note  on  vtr.  t,)  may  he  tilken  extgctitaihi 
far  lave  ta  vs,  which  dimngniQjcs  it  from  hi*  as  (ignifyitig  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
Uftowinn  ov\y  fytriliwl  gifts  and  providential  jefos  Chrtft  Hut  if  wc  counter  thd c  as 
in  a  way  of  {Qjn m&n  gftdnefi,  which  dilliitCt  d!3[a^T$t  ace  iRtlng  to  the  view  that 
are  not  always  blcffin?s  to  thofe  that  have  our  Lord  himfeif  gives  ni  them,  wlio-ordew 
them;  but  our  btcffiof  Gvdis  only  paying  our  fo-  Mar v  M  <>gda!eu  to  fay  to  hi*  hrr^-ren,  I 

kxiuii  grateful,  and  honourable  acknowledge  tfovd  tvite  mi  Father  ttfid  yew  fW'er,  and  fa 
menu  of  him,  and  tferibing  glory  to  him,  my(Jad end ymr  Giu\  Jolsn  a*.  17.  {Cxi)  e 
from  tht  atiTeftion  we  bear  to  him,  and  the  jisraphratc  there,)  the  matter  U  to  bo  con- 
dejight  we  bavc  in  him,  cn  account  of  his  -ildcj-tti  thus  :  The  Father  is  Chrift  *s  Gid  ns 
own  bkfTcdoef*,  arul  of  the  hk-flings  which  ton  and  mediate*  t  and  ouc  i&  covet:,  at  with 
he  confers  upon  ns;  and  ib  cor  bleiliug  hun  him,  who  was  bis  hope  and  in  every 

is  not  only  diftinguiihtd  from  hi*  b LelSng  difficulty  and  digger,  ;uiJ  gave  him  re¬ 
us,  but  Lkewifr  from  liiofc  praties  that  re-  -ward;  aid  heir  his  Father  prinwrily  with  re¬ 
dound,  or  arc  offered  to  God,  but  do  Hot  fpett  to  his  divine  flirtin',  as  his  m/i  bc*ztfen 
proceed  from  love  co  him  as  the  principle  Sen*  fimtdsrily  with  refpeft  to  hutaiu^rf 
of  them.  Thus  *tis  faid,  Pfal.  caiv.  10.  (hat  nature^  as  that  is  petfinalh  with  the 

alibis  Tanrbs  peeifibim^  and  bit  fonts  hkfi  divine*  and  to  comes  int»  the  relation  of  4 
breaufe  they  anly  have  fuel*  a  Imre  to  higher  fonllup  to  the  Father,  -han  c^ii  beWg 
God  as  give?  them  plcafurc  in  the  thoughts  to  any  mere  crcatuie  wh^ver. 
of  bis  glory,  ajid  in  their  ulcripticrfi*  of  tt  to  f  i  &j*iiot  £ic  ftiffiiiiCut  region  to  thiukt 

\ou  l\\  t  A  *  wLh 


3  Bftfled  ^ethe 
God  and  Father 
of  oar  Lord  le¬ 
fts  Chrift,  who 
hath  hlcflcd  us 
with  all  fpi ritual 
hkffing*  in  hea¬ 
venly  places  in 
CEuifL 


Chi  i 


370  71#  EpijVe  to  the  Ep  hesi ans  paraphrafed. 


Jul  in  Cbriji  Jefns*  (ver.  1.)  has  freely  and  bountifully 
btr (lowed  upon  us,  not  only  Tome,  but  ail t  and  all  man¬ 
ner  of  fpiritual  bleflings,  that  are  heavenly  in  their  na¬ 
ture,  original,  and  tendency,  and  fhall  be  completed 
iu  the  heavenly  manfions  They  are  already  enjoyed 
in  then  beginnings  and  earn efts  by  us,  and  are  fecored 
ai:d  taken  pofTdCon  of  in  heaven  for  us,  m  and  hy 
as  Chrilt,  as  our  head  and  Saviour,  and  the  only 
purchaser  of  them,  and  grand  medium  of  their  con* 


4  According  as 
lie  hath  chofen 
os  in  him.  before 
the  foundation  of 
the  world,  that 
we  tbixd-1  he  ho* 
lyt  aud  without 
blame  before  him 
In  Jon: ; 


veyancc  to  us- 

4  All  this  took  its  rife  and  was  prepared  in  the  e* 
tcrnal  couufel  of  God,  wherein  he  eminently  and  hi  a 
[lift  mg  milling  manner  bleffcd  us  by  a  free  grant  of  it 
alt  to  us  *  \  and  ’tis  brought  to  paTs  according  to,  and 
in  performance  of  his  gracious  and  unchangeable  pur* 
pofe,  even  as  he  of  his  own  mere  love  and  favour  has 
made  a  fevertign  choice  oi  us  in  and  together  with 
Chrift,  a$  our  great  head  and  reprefemative,  who  as 
fuch  is  filled,  by  way  of  eminence,  bis  ek£ty  (Ifa*  lx:i> 
i.);  which  choice  was  made  before  the  foundation  of  the 


earth  u'fU  laid)  even  from  all  eternity  :  And  this  he  has 
done,  not  becaufe  he  forefaw  that  we  would  be  holy, 
but  that  we  might  be  fu  by  a  work  of  renewing  grace 

v  begun 

NOTES* 


with  fome  commentators,  that  hlcjfcd  art 
ou^lu  10  Uc  cu:i:tiv  coidmed  to  Uje  Gravies  t 
end /tat  merely  in  a  twh3t:j!  cunti'icraLUn  «F 
them:  F  ’»r  the  apottle  here,  and  l:i  levcra! 
following  veriirs,  includes,  l  jrcihcr  wLh  j&ijb* 
Jc!ft  at!  thnJF  whom  he  h  ;.I  Ai?cd  I'  t  jfuati 
M  Ephefus  azd  ih*  faithful  in  £ thrift  ffus, 

ctuI  lud  Pdiitcd,  a.i  Midi,  j:i  the  two  iv*m»e+ 

dihidy  jireeorJiiii;  rerfi  s ;  and  tbo*  the  church 
¥X':Lphfnt  mo(Uyrnni!ilcdo:,tfii.ft*^-btl:cvL*r}J 
and  the  i'f  Gnd  to  t'^cn  fe  copfidcred 
pariicubuly  and  at  Urge  iu  iLvciai  parts  of 
the  epiftle;  yet  jhcre  were  fbitic  o\  the  Jcir~ 
yb  Jbr:  anwng  them,  as  may  be  gv  herc-i  from 
A£bs  iLYuu  19,  h*  &c, ;  and  this 
com  m  iinlv  the  calc  of  all  the  eh  nr  dies  of  the 
Lclfer  jtf/u,  *i'd  particularly  of  this  church, 
whether  it  were  t'n;  rhitrch  at  tdp'ufi nf  or 
not,  a*  appears  fpwi  w*  13*  «f  djjs  chap¬ 
ter,  where  the  apn'.iie  speaks  of  tlioi’camrj;’^ 
them  that  firfi  trzficd  iz  Gfin/J,  in  d;fUn<T- 
tiosi  from  *  he  QrxtUt  par:  o  f  tb  era  ;  a  n  d  c  A 
si*  rrt,  iS.  he  mentions  Jews  aivl  Gvati/rt,  at 
being  :*’ik  tmem$e(iteJ  to  Gudin  Ct:?  fady  Ay  {hr 
C/&f$  itf  ;  and  fay,r  ict cn^h  him  t bvtb 

have  aitrjs  ty  Out  Spirt*  to  tic  r'othcr :  And 
furt’y,  ti>£  ™«rr  Ay  K.il&re  the  children  of  wrath  t 
even  (U  otbtifi  (ch-  in  3.}  c.nii  never  be  meant 
merely  of  the  Gexkftt,  fi nee  the  only  doubt 
could  be,  whether  the  were  hy  nature 
child ren  of  wratli,  wtll  as  GenJiUs  *  ud 


not  whether  the  GettilUi  were  by  natuic  :he 
thhflrtn  of  wrath,  as  well  a*  the  JVufr*  A^d 
as  the  apniHe  often  vnrUi  :he  person  in  i-ik 
cplftlc,  lomet lines  Jpcakin^  in  the  firft  p?> 
ton  plural  lire,  and  **t ;  an  :  at  titlitrs  in  the 
fecond,  ye  and  jea  j  it  u-ill  hjrdly  lie  toiij.J 
that  he  ever  ufcs  die  priin^un  we  d  us 
soy  pillage  that,  c'juV.i  rot  belong  iu  birt-rlf 
and  the  hc:iievin^  7 rvj,  while yt  and  yiu  ire* 
quemiy  reSaceto  (kin^s  peculiar  to  the  Ge'*;- 
tiles*,  though,  forae  few  times,  to  things 
that  were  common  to  both, 

|  The  wortl*  ta  besvcaij  pfoets  rcif 
fignify  i.e  th  bra  rrrtfa,  and  to 
may  relate  either  to  place  or  tbiitg s,  in  oppo- 
fiiion  to  the  carnal  privileges  of  ihc  ^"srj, 
and  i  heir  no:jo ns  of  carildy  bUHi^s  in  i\ ■* 
MediahTs  kin^doin* 

*  God%  cbiojtrig  tt  •  hfl  confined,  ci¬ 
ther  as  one  mftaOi-c  all  r:^oje 

wherewith  heh?,thhkiieduvor  asamoi;i  I 
or  plat-form  in  l^is  own  ircrtul  mtnd,  at- 
enrding  to  which  he  has  blefl&l  us  with  the 
orher  Mdlir^si  for  the  word  fjta^sr)  aw, 
or  siding  ai,  fairly  admits  of  both  ;hoit 
ienfes;  aftd  tlic  apofllds  faying  thil,  intltv 
five  of  himfclf,  who  was  el  Jew,  (hews  th.it 
God’s  eternal  choice  was  nor  of  Gettfiks  az- 
tlonally  confidcrcd,  but  tvts  of  per  but  from 
airum^  the  Jews,  as  ^vdi  at  from  umung  thu, 
Gtnfiltt, 


Ch-  i*  7T>e  Epifile  to  the  Eph eu  ah*  paraphraftd*  3  ff 


begun  here,  and  ro  be  perrfcflrd  hereafter,  lie  having 
chofen  vs  to  fatvatim  through  fanBifiraiion  of  the  Spirit 
unto  obedienccy  (2  TheflV  ii  13.  and  1  Pet.  u  2*}  and 
that  our  holinefs  might  not  be  in  outward  appearance 
only,  but  in  Gnccrity  and  truth  ;  tach  as  is  without  hy- 
pocrify  and  deceit,  and,  at  length*  fluli  he  entirely  fin- 
left,  without  exception.  In  the  fight  of  God,  wkofrarch* 
eth  the  heart ;  and  fuch  as  in  gieuc  mejfure  comics  of 
as  well  as  proceeds  from,  that  iove  unto  God  and  one 
another,  which  works  in  us  as  under  Ins  all  feeing  eye, 
and  inclines  us  to  keep  his  commandments  without 
counting  them  grievous*  And  all  this  is  the  fruit  of  his 
love  to  us,  who  bath  faved  us  and  railed  us  n nth  an  h*dy 
callings  not  according  to  cur  works*  but  according  to  his 
own  pxtrpofe  and  grace  t  which  was  given  us  in  Chrfi  jefus 
before  the  world  began*  (2'lim.  i:  9.) 

5  Having  pre-  j  And  God,  in  the  fame  eternal  decree,  whereby  he 
^thf^dopt^on  Kracioufly  feparated  us  from  the  reft  of  mankind  f,  has 
01' children  by  J*>  fore-ordained  ufl  to  the  dignity  of  adoption  into  his  in¬ 
fos  Chrift  to  him-  mily,  that  we  might  be  brought  into  the  relation  of  fona 
Jhe^d^kafn^c  anil  hcirs  t0  God*  anc*  joiot-heirs  with  Chrift  ;  and  fa 
*f  hi*  will,  might  have  a  right  to  the  heavenly  inheritance,  and  to 
all  the  honours,  privileges,  and  SleHnigs  that  belong 
to  his  children ;  fome  of  which  are  to  be  enjoyed  in 
this  world,  till  they  {ball  iflue  in  all  the  glories  of  cur 
adoption,  that  fliali  be  contain  mated,  both  in  foul  and 
body,  a  tthe  manifejlation  of  the  fans  of  God%  in  and  for 
ever  after  their  refurreflion  from  the  dead,  (Rom*  viii- 
*9>  23')  1  Which  glorious  adoption  is  defigfird  zrd 
brought  to  pafs,  through  our  union  with  Jeta*  Chrift, 
his  eternal  and  orily-begouen  Son,  that  vc  mi^ht  be 
brethren  to  him,  and  he  might  be  glorified  in  and  by 
us,  as  he  is  the  jirjl-bcrn  among  mcnx  brethren^  to  whops 
image  we  are  predefiinated  to  be  conformed *  and  who  ia 
all  things  has  the  pre-eminence,  (Rvn*  viii.  2y.  Col * 
i,  18,)  j  and  that  we,  thro^  hiir,  *  might  be  brought  to 
the  molt  intimate  union  and  communion  with.  <u!  cn^ 
joyment  of  God  himfelf,  as  a  peculiar  people  appropri¬ 
ated  and  confocrarcd  to  him,  and  formed  for  himfdf+ 
that  we  might  fbew  forth  hit  pratfe ,  (If*.  xiliiu  21.)  Ail 
which  entirely  proceeds  from,  and  owing,  nor  to  □-* 
ny  worJiincfs  in  us,  nor  to  any  ncccftity  or  obligation 


note  s. 

f  God's  ctoyftag  vs  in  Chrifit  as  onr  com-  the  great  and  glorious  thirgs  ro  whi rh  be 
sum  tod,  may  reltfe  to  his  fmeling  us  out  chuft:  us  in  Cfcrift,  \hn  *t:,  as  the  dvilrt^u 
in  bis  hrd  from  others*  wtom  he  paflthd  by  of  Getl,  have  all  bieift'lnc&  *cd  lw- 

or  left  k>  thcmfehcii  and  fom*,  pmtifig  a  nour  hi  utid  :li  rough  him. 
flop  after,  before  Aijr,  jcin  in  hve9  at  the  *  Ye*  I-Uuf,  *ft  vr  a?  it  might  be  rrH<krcrt  t*> 
cLaieor  th*  Lift  verft,  to  the  beginning  of  h*m  (u/r  uiay  refer  ci^wr  to  m 

ibis;  ajid  his  predtpinedvg  ttf  may  rcUtc  to  to  God  tire  A  a  1 
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that  lay  upon  him,  but  merely  to  that  free  determina¬ 
tion  of  his  own  fovercign  will  and  pleafure,  which  mo¬ 
ved  him  to  it,  and  which  he  takes  the  greatefl  compla¬ 
cency  in,  above  all  the  other  purpofes  of  his  heart  as  he 
delight t  in  mercy,  (Mic.  vii.  18.) 

aTothenmlfc  His  ultimate  end  in  all  this  was  *  that,  as  his  great 
hL  srL^whei^  gocibiefs,  benignity  or  kindnefi ,  is  that  perfection  of 
in  be  hai’h  mijc  his  nature  which  Iheds  a  glory  upon  all  the  reft,  and 
ns  accepted  So  the  which  he  rejoices  in  with  peculiar  delight,  and  on  ac- 
Wgvcd :  count  of  which  he  is  infinitely  amiable  in  himfclf,  and 

worthy  of  all  poflible  honour,  bleding,  and  praife Co 
it  might  be  illultrioufly  manifefted  and  difplayed  in  die 
molt  endearing  manner  to  the  objeds  of  his  love,  as 
fuperlatively  and  adorably  glorious;  and  revenues  of 
admiration,  bleding,  and  praife  might  be  paid  to  his 
great  name  for  it,  who  by  the  free  determination  and 
cxercife  of  his  grace,  has  rendered  us  acceptable  to  him- 
felf,  as  his  children,  in  and  through  his  firft,  and  heft, 
and  eminently  Beloved,  even  his  own  emphatically  dear 
Son,  (Col.  i.  13.}  in  whom  he  is  well-pleafed,  and  for 
whole  fake,  and  on  whole  account,  He  is  fo  with  us, 
as  we  are  looked  upon  and  confidered  in  him,  (Mat. 
iii.  17.) 

h av e^redem ptioii  7  *n  beloved  Son,  as  our  Head  and  Redeemer, 

tW  hi$  Mood,  and  by  virtue  of  our  union  with  him,  we,  whom  God 
thcforgirenei$«f  has  chofen,  predeftineted  and  accepted  in  him,  (ver.  4 , 

the  ridws  otVu  5*  **•)  ^ave  a  tompleat  and  glorious  deliverance  from 
grace;  all  evil,  and  a  recovery  to  all  bleftcdnefs,  and  that  at 

the  j-  ineftimable  price  of  his  own  precious  blood  which 

he 


N  O  T 

*  Here  is  a  noble,  beautiful  and  itfetting 
gradation  from  his  |Wf,  io  the  ghrj  of  ins 
grt irrt  and  from  the  glory  of  hi*  grace,  to  the 
fettifr  of  ill  Wary, 

t  ScrcrA  inrerpre>cr$  of  no  fimll  note 
have  nbltrvrd  tbt  the  unft  is  here  cbaogd 
from  riu  pnft  to  the  pufent%  which  they  lup- 
pofc  is  to  cli(|inguiili  the  bluffing.  here  men* 
tinned,  as  what  we  receive  m  11  me,  from 
thofe  that  were  fpoken  of  in  the  prtceding 
verfe,  as  what  was  do  re  in  God's  gracious 
a£is  concerning  us  from  all  eternity,  Kut 
though  this  may  be  allowed,  wtUi  regard  to 
the  blcffiugs  mentioned,  (*cr„  4>  j.)  y«  [ 
much  doubt  whether  there  be  any  iblid 
ground  for  this  ob/erra*  Ion,  a*  it  relates  to 
God's  having  made  us  auepied  in  (he  Beloved ^ 
which  «  ihc  hll  thing  mcotictisd  before  tike 
alteration  of  the  f&fc;  for  in  the  tmt  fol¬ 
lowing  verfe*,  0P  9t  it,  the  apoftle  rc-aC 
fumcv  the  pafi  tenfc,  where  ht  fays,  God  Bat 
ahaiided  toward  \b  0 //  u njfam  And  ftudenctt 
tavhrg  made  Uva  to  us  the  tfljrfieries  of  bis 
Ttitti  and  wbfinobtauuJ  an  ttJierUaate  in 


E  S. 

Cbrifty  all  which,  » ihefe  interpreters  them- 
felvcs  allow,  relate  U>  the  blcffings  beftowed 
in  as  much  as  our  having  redemption 
through  Cbtifrt  bloody  the  fiminaefi  of  Jtni> 
can  be  fiippofed  to  do,~— A*  to  the  nature 
of  this  redemption ,  we  may  obferve  that  the 
feripeure  fometimes  fperftt  of  redemption  L  * 
^w<r,  as  when  God  faitl  he  would  redu.a 
If  rati  from  their  figyptian  bondage  with  a 
preUhed^u^dFm ,  and  %/itb  gnat  jwigntrtiiy 
(ExocL  \u  S.)  1  but  at  «h;r  times  it  (peat* 
cf  redemption  by  yn>r,  as  when  tbe  fauf't 
and  hinds  of  If* act  were  to  I>c  redeemed  by  a 
proper  price  paid  for  them;  and  wheu  a 
poor  IfiatiUt  who  had  ihtd  himiclf  to  a 
ihqngtr,  was  to  be  redeemed  by  hUkmimwi's 
paying  the  price  of  his  fait,  (See  I-ev.  w/. 
»3,^5u)  And  what  the  apoftlt  fpmss 
of  is  manifcfHy  redemption  tj  price ;  for  thai 
is  the  primitive  figruikaibn  of  the  w<*rd 
(inkiMTMm)  hot  nlcij,  wj.irh  is  dftvb:w 
called  duiiTi  hdviW  obtained  eternal  rtdcvtp- 
tku  (kPT^wtr)  by  oi$  Oltn  blood  t  (Hrh-  )>:* 
ta.)  y  and  is  rtpidfed  by  hii  givint  hfe 
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he  fhed  at  his  Father's  call,  in  the  moil  terrible  manner, 
for  the  fatisfa&ian  of  his  law  and  juflice  in  a  way  of  a- 
toneme Dt  for  (in ;  fo  that  on  this  account,  in  conjunct 
tion  with  all  his  fufterings  and  obedience  which  were 
finilhed  at  his  death,  we  have  free  and  full  forgivenefs 
of  all  trefpafles,  {Co!.  ii.  {3,)  which  includes,  or  draws 
after  it,  a  deliverance  from  the  curfe  of  the  law  and 
the  wrath  of  God,  from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan, 
and  from  the  fling  of  death,  together  with  a  recovery 
to  all  pofiiblc  happinefs  and  glory  in  our  whole  perfons 
which  (hall  be  perfectly  enjoyed  at  the  redemption  of 
our  bodies:  And  thefe,  as  well  as  all  the  reft  of  the  fore* 
mentioned  benefits,  are  not  from  any  defert  or  worth  i- 
nefs  in  us,  but  merely  from  the  tncxhauftible  fulnefs, 
excellence,  liberality,  and  boundlefs  overflowings  of 
the  free  mercy  and  favour  of  God  the  Father  f,  as  he  of 
his  own  good  pleafurc  contrived,  appointed,  gave,  and 
accepted  of  Cbrift  ;  who  alfo,  in  the  grearncl’s  of  his 
love  gracioufly  con  Tented  to  lay  down  his  life  for  our  ran* 
Com,  without  fo  much  as  our  knowing  or  dcGring  it: 
And  God  has  graciously  appointed  and  revealed  this, 
and  laid  out  the  way  and  method  of  freely  making  over 
all  the  benefit  of  it  to  us  in  a  way  of  believing,  and  has 
freely  given  us  faith  therein,  on  Chrift’u  account,  for 
,  our  own  falvation,  {chap.  ii.  8.) 

®  In  the  breaking  forth  and  over-llowings  of  this  rich 
toward  m  in  all  grace,  as  from  its  fountain-fuluefe,  God  has  abnndant- 
ui;tom  ikuI pru-  jy  manifefted  to  us  the  bigheft  wifdom  and  counfel  in 
<fcBce'  Notes.  contriving 

(ivtMifh  d  nwfim  or  price  of  grate  had  been  fpoken  of  in  the  verfe  nett 

■vmptiva  for  niuuy  I  that  is,  by  bts  dying  m  before  it  ;  and  ’ris  he  thitt  i$  n«nt  in  the 
tlu: it  room  and  ftcu l  tor  their  deliverance  pmgrc&ofihe  difumirtc,  as  the  jwrfon  who 
fiom  all  their  esprfrirr,  fwrklagf,  and  ml*  bdiows  ad  the  farther  Mcfliuip,  mtutiond 
Juries,  which  fin  had  fnbjcfted  them  to*  Ac-  m  the  three  following  verfo  :  And  though 
tnrdinglv  it  id  here  called  rtdentpfm  through  the  endearing  lore  and  grace  of  oar  Lord  Je- 
Ciri/Tr  ksod*t  and  anfWcrablc  hereunto,  we  Jus  Cnrift  was  exceciibiE  and  abundant  in  re- 
are  faid  to  be  hjgbt  with  a  fritt,  (a  Cor.  deeming  us  to  G*d  by  his  bbod;  yet  at!  the 
vi.  iu,)  and  what  this  price  is  we  are  told,  blcfungj  of  fttvuiion  are  molt  ofuaily  rhro* 
when  it  h  fold  ye  were  redeemed  the  fmpture,  and  particuLn  ly  in  thi*  cpiftle* 

hvt  viib  eorrnfti&ie  thing j*  as  fiver  alfcribcd  to  the  Father**  it  their  origi- 

ht  t nrth  the  prceiwn  binod  of  Cbriftt  (t  ret.  iwl  fturee  and  fountain  x  And  th  ticket  of 
i.  ift.  1  ;  and  in  the  pafiagefttforc  as,  they  Afs  jweare  very  cunfiftont  u  ii.li  Cfcrift’s  pay- 

tiiat  art  nixie  accepted  in  the  Behwdt  vcr.  £.  ing  the  foil  price  of  our  redemption  for  ihe 
art  ftid  Co  hove  redemption  in  Aim,  a$  in  thtir  reilbn*  afligaod  in  the  p.iraphrafe,  by  which 
public  b*ad  aid  rtprcfeutiHve,  fponfor,  aad  it  appears  that,  how  cte*r  li jeter  itcoil  Chrifl, 
Ini  tty,  who  has  a&ntlly  paid  dawn  the  price  'vs  all  entirely  free*  wi:fcout  the  Jealt  expenee 
of  it  for  them,  anti  is,  and  for  ever  will  he*  to  u\,  or  motive  taken  from  any  good  in  ms  ; 
i\t  fobje£t  of  all  its  glory*  and  of  all  chat  me*  and  the  riclct  vi  the  grace  of  God  are 
rit  and  effteacy,  whereby  they  arc  made  par-  Pytil  in  much  higher  and  more  affcclfog 
takers  of  it*  to  the  forgivcnris  of  their  fins  in  lirajns,  hy  its  moil  freely  pr  tiding  for  an 
rirtueof  their  union  with  him.  honmir.bh:  forgivenefv  of  our  fins  at  fo  coilly 

f  The  ridtei  of  his  grate  mayimlred  by  the  and  folf-Jtnyifig  a  r^t-,  as  by  delivering  his 
fonfiruAion  refer  to  Cbrift r  who  U  rhe  near-  own  eicrnal,  dearly  beloved  ion  in  mif  na* 
eJJ  entreerfent ;  and  rhertfore  J  have  ^tan*  tore  -o  the  tv«rJl  of  du.sth.K„  tliAO  if  ir  hid 
eed  at  it  in  the  parephrafe  i  hut  mere  been  greuted  by  a  mere  aft  •■F  Ibrtrei^n  pip- 
jsener^ly,  ami  l  think  moft  prci>trlyt  tc-  without  a  ay  w  die  righiw 

fccstd  to  iLe  Futhtr  \  bccaufc  oj  his  fotiifo£Uo:i  of  justice. 
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contriving  and  eiecming  his  eternal  feheme  for  advan¬ 
cing  the  glory  of  all  bis  perfections,  that  bis  hollnefs, 
truth,  and  juftice,  together  with  every  other  attribute 
of  the  divine  nature,  might  concur  and  harmonize  with 
bis  grace  in  Giving  us  through  Chrift’s  redemption, 
{vcr.  7,)*  And,  in  this  his  abundant  grace,  he  has  gi¬ 
ven  to  us,  at  our  converiion,  the  fpjrit  of  witdom  and 
revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  himfelf  and  of  his  Son, 
{vcr.  17.)  whom  to  know  if  fife  eternal,  (John  xvii.  3.) 
and  has  made  our  love  to  abound  in  knowledge  and  in  all 
judgment,  that  we  may  approve  things  that  are  excel¬ 
lent ,  (Phil.  i.  9,  10.) ;  and  that  the  benefits  of  his 
own  love  and  of  thrift's  pur  chafe  might  be  eJFe&oatly 
applyed  to  us  through  faith,  whereby  we  are  brought  to 
trufl  in  Chrift,  {ver.  12,  13.)  are  made  wife  to/alva- 
tien ,  (2  Tim.  ui.  15.)  and  are  taught  to  know,  regard, 
and  pra&iG;  our  duty  with  underftanding  and  diferetion. 

: 9  All  this  wifdom  and  prudence  has  God  difeovered 
tlx-  niytuvy  ofitis  and  conveyed  to  us,  by  means  of  the  gofpel-revelation, 
wjii,  iicoirrfinjto  a]1((  by  tjjc  attending  illumination  of  his  Spirit  in  our 
wh-lh  he  hath  hearts,  as  he  therein  has  opened  to  us  hu  gracious 
in  hjm-  fcheroc  of  fa!  vat  ion  by  Jefus  Cbrift  for  loft  firmer*  of 
all  forts,  snd  of  what  nation  foe  ver  j  which  may  be 
caiied  a  w'j/fTji,  becaufe  it  was  from  all  eternity  hid 
as  ;m  itnpeuctnbie  fecret  in  God’s  own  bread,  ( chap * 
m.  9.)  and  was  bur  obfeurely  hinted  in  the  dark  types, 
promifes,  and  prophelies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  brighter  and  fuller  revelation  that  is 
pow  made  of  it  to  the  faints,  {Col.  i,  26.} ;  and  it  is 
fuch  a  great  myflery  if  godltnefs ,  and  contains  fuch  u n- 
fearchtiUe  riches  tf  Cbrift,  that  notwithftanding  the  gok 
pel-revtlation,  it  ftitl  is  hid  from  unbelievers,  whofe 
minds  the  god  of  this  world  has  blinded,  (2  Cor.  iv. 
3,  4.};  and  has  breadths,  and  lengths,  and  depths,  and 
heights,  that  furpafs  alt  the  knowledge  of  true  believers 
themfelves,  {Ephcf.  iii.  j8,  19,  See  the  note  on  1  Cor. 
ii.  7-)  And  it  may  be  called  the  myftcry  ef  his  will,  be¬ 
caufe  it  took  its  rife  merely  from  his  own  lovereigti  will 
according  to  his  free  determination,  as  feemed  good  in 
Isis  light.  {Mat.  xi.  27.  and  Luke  j.  21,)  And  this  he  re- 
folyed  upon  from  ail  eternity  for  his  own  glory,  without 
the  leaft  irsotiye  or  inducement  from  any  other  whatfoever. 

10  T'iat*  *  10  That  in  the  laft  difpenfation  of  God’s  grace  un- 
dft  the  gofpel-ftate,  which  may  be  called  the  difpenfa - 
tiu'-cs,  he  i.-ii-lu  tion  of  the  fatnefs  of  times ,  bepanfe  it  is  a  completion 

gadnf  together  0f 

in  K  O  T  f.. 

■  AH -w:f.h w  skJ  prxdtxtt  in  this  verfe  belicvm;  or  may  ‘relate  to  thtmt  in 
rshte  dlhfr  to  Gi-J,  in  bis  ftSsnic  of  betas  wrought  in  them*  The  connect* 
£*■'.  jfi'iu  by  JcJiis  Cbriif,  asid  tiifb>vcry  of  with  ver,  7.  JeaJ  us  lo  tbejfrjtfj  and  *kb 
jt  by  ibc  £'jij:elT  zn.6  ui  hti  toward  ver.  £*  to  the  hjtv f  theft. 
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* 

•n  °°h  the  various  fra  Tons  of  his  gracious  dealings  with  the 

*hicli  Treln  hoa-  apoftit-e  fc©$  of  men,  and  was  introduced  as  foc*n  as 
Ten,  and  «tuch:  -the  ritae-wtuT  fplly  come  which  he  had  appointed  for 
irtrcn  anh, st«  jt,  and  hid  foretold  in  ancient  prophecies,  and  in. 

“  m*  which  all  things  were  ripe  for.  it  by  a  general  expecta¬ 

tion  of  the  Mefliah,  and  by  a  moft  deplorable  anduni- 
verfal  degeneracy 'and  corruption  in  dn&rine  and  man* 
iter*  among ;  both  Jew:  in&Gentiles,  which  made  it  the 
moll  feafonable  time  of  God's  appearing' for  their  help 
and  recomy,  and  for  magnifying  the  glory  of  his  grace 
-  -  therein:  At  this  .fitteft  time,  P fay,  he,  fn  his  adorable 
wifdom,  condefcenCon,  and  kiodnefs,  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  bring  in  this  concluding  adminiftration  of  the 
ric bell  mercy,  that  he  might  fet  to  rights  all  the  difor- 
dcr  and  enmity  that  fin  had-  introduced,  and  (sj*******- 
MxrB<rg«}  by  gathering  together  the  battered  parts  of  in* 
telligent  creatures,  might  recapitulate,  reduce,  and 
place  them  m*order  again  under  Chrilt,  as  their  head, 
including  both  the  holy  angels*  as  nlfo  the  glorified 
faints  in  heaven  *,  and  believing  Jrwi  and  GtntiUs 
of  all  nations  and  degrees  of  frnnera  upon  earth,  by 
re-uniting  their)  into  one  body  for  mutual  affefliou  and 
communion,  and  for  joint*  worihip,  {Phil.  it.  9,  so.  Hub, 
xii.  12,13.  and  Rev.  r.  11,-14,)  under  Chrilt,  who 
is.  a  head  of  confirmation  and  government  to  angels)  a 
head  of  righteoufaefs,  of  reprefcntaeion  and'  redemp¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  of  the  moft  peculiar  influence  and  go¬ 
vernment,  ro  the  chorch  that  is  gathered  from  among 
men.)  and  a  head  of  reconciliation  to  both  the  JewtJb 
and  Gtntilt  forts  of  them  between  thcmfelvcs,  and  be¬ 
tween  God,  angels  and  them,  (chap.  it.  14,  1.5,  i6> 
and  Col.  i.  20.)  that  they  might  all  be  brought  into  a 
newftatcof  peace  and  frjendlhip- with  God  and  onca* 
noiher,  and  might  be  all  fet  in  their  proper  place,  and. 
all  fu min’d  up  and  comprehended  in  Chrilt,  as  head 


II  til  whoTQ 
>llb  vc  have  ob- 
UtacTan  iohrrf- 
taoce, 


over  all  thing®  to  tbc  church*  {ver*  21*  22>  23.) 

it  In  whom  al£b,  for  the  accompli  Aim  cut  of  this 
great  deiign  f,  we  of  the  JnmJb  nation,  who  belie ve* 

have 


NOTES, 

*  AU  (t*  ra*7«)  in  the  neuter  £to*  of  dHlinflbn  from  them,  hsfnanifdTly 
ds  U  fometnoej  oftd  for  aHfxrfixs%  as  ap-  fpcakp  of  the  GenfUti^  ver«  *3.  who  after* 
pen  from  Cal. .  iii*  compared. with  Rom*  r  trank  ’rutted  In  Chnft  alfo,  when,  upon 

n.  31.  in  thtf  ficlt  of  which  places,  bthaicte*  the  rejection  of  the  lmbehevrng  Jew,  th* 
rhd<d  a# umltr  jhit  thc-jOTtor,  {r*  ;r*vf«)*iid  gofpei  of  lairaiwo  to  be  preached  to 

in  the  fecoedijj  cenchdtdtbemnJt  i/t  them  ;  and  chat  the  and  not  the  Cran¬ 

ia  the  *w ftntfae  gender  (ray  **rfe*)  is  ttfed.  lifts  at  E^btpar  were  t*ie  firtt  that  itdieved  iix 
+  That  this  b  meant  of  the  bcii^r  tog  Jews  ChrU,  appear*  from  the  account  we  have 
w  plain  to  me,  not  only  becaufe  the  tpcille  of  (kirconmfion,  Ads  gvtii,  jp,  14,^8, 
h«te  includes  bimftlf  with  the  perfbtw*  he  is  And  xfct.  *, — 10 ;  *a<l  that  ihu  Geafife  Epbt- 
ijxiting  of,  (fee  the  note  on  W.  4«)  hut  in  fisvs  were  no;  the  fit  ft  con  vert ;  among  that 
the  next  vetfe  defajbes  them  as  t hole  who  fort  uf  people  is  plain,  hecaiife  other  C7es- 
P*$  re  Qbrifl%  before  the  gofpfl  fifes  believed  before  tS,c-»,  zi  appears  from 

piwched  w  the  G«»i/cs;  ar4tbtaby  way  Ati*  *111-45, — 49* 
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tan«,  heing  prc-  have  been  admitted  in  our  effectual  calling  to  a  pare 
tHr^to^he^pur-  0Q^  Port*on  *,l»  ai*d  have  a  right  and  title  to,  and  pof- 
p»fe  f.r  i»itu  who  feflian  in  Chrill  our  h^ad,  of  the  glorious  inheritance 
tlFfi'V'aftc  eternal  life  ft  which  is  difpoltd  of  by  fovereign 

fomiiil  *  ofr  hU  griCe  t0  us»  >»  «t  wcre  by  lot,  anJ  belongs  to  the  adop- 
fj*~n  uiil \  lion  of  fons,  to  which  tve  were  predeftinated,  {yer .  5.) 

according  to  the  free  and  unchangeable  piirpofe  of  Gad, 
who  works  with  almighty  energy,  not  at  ran¬ 

dom,  nor  from  a  neceflity  of  nature  to  the  utmofl  of 
what  he  could  do,  but  according  to  the  contrivance  and 
direction  of  his  infinite  wifclom,  and  the  free  deter* 
ruination  of  his  own  good-will  and  pleafure,  as  to  what 
he  fees  to  be  molt  lit  and  proper  for  him  to  do. 

**  That  we  1  j  That  we  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham,  to  whom 
prri&oMil"  flot  t*lc  g^pel  was  firfi.  preached,  and  who  firlt  were  brought 
*y,  wh»  firit  to  depend  upon,  and  hope  inCbritt  »  »■»  ^ur*) 

puQci]  in  Chtift.  for  all  falvation,  might  be  monuments  of  his  grace,  to 
its  eternal  glory,  and  might  glorify  him  for  his  mercy 
■  in  making,  aod  bis  truth  and  faiihfuintfi  in  fulfilling 
his  premf/es,  which  he  granted  to  our  fathers,  [Micah 
sii.  zo.)  and  which  he  has  performed  to  us,  as  a  peo¬ 
ple  who  were  firft  t.  ken  into  covenant  with  him,  and 
to  whom  he  primarily  fent  his  Son  to  blefs  ue  io  turn¬ 
ing  us  away  from  our  iniquities,  {Afts  lit.  26.)  and  fo 
the  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation  to  every 
one  that  believer ,  to  the  jew  firfi,  Src.  (Aem.  i.  16.) 

In  whom  13  In  whom  thofe  of  you  that  are  of  the  Gentile  fort 
ierx^ye^heard  f*ave  trufled,  according  to  the  nature  and  defign 
the  wonl  oft  ruth,  of  his  laft  gracious  difpenfation  under  tbegofpd-ftate  *, 
il-.c  nii'pet  of  anj  have  obtained  a  right  and  title  to  the  eternal  inheri- 
rnwl  ooi’nlt^af-  tance  «*) uallj  with  the  believing  Jews,  when  ye  in  due 
tprthatycbcliev-  time  came  to  hear  the  preaching  of  that  bit  (Ted  doctrine, 
cd,  yc  weie  fcil-  which  is  infallibly  and  emphatically  true,  and  the  molt 
fcpimofpronuic.  important  of  all  truths,  as  it  contains  the  lubftance  of 
the  fptrtcual  blelCngs,  of  which  the  ceremonial  law 
yras  only  a  fliaJow,  and  as  the  bight fl  attettations  to  it 

from 


N  o 

f  The  «otd  fKkr;^)  from  which  this 
is  dcr:vciij  atul  is  htit  render¬ 
ed  w  lave  v&teined  an  iahcnt0ttert  fij;  Defies  a 
ptsri  fjr  partioa ,  A Cts  viiL»r.  mirsbmitinfc, 
AOs  xivi.  ffl.  Coi*  i*  ti*  mid  a  iei*  Acls 
*:\\  with  a  niariifcft  reference  to  C<xi's 
crdeitTi£  ih the  inhciaancc  of  the  land  cf 
2 tract  ftjoufd  be  divitk  J  among  (heir  fescral 
tribes  by  Ni-nih-  xivh  ss,  the  whole  dif- 
pdjjsg  of  vtiich  was  of  the  i, out*  Prnv,  xvi, 
3 1»  All  ihcfc  irnfts  m ay  bcmcfcdi-d  jn  what 
is  hoc  iatd  of  the  hfavtzfy  iakerifaw r-  AoU 
as  an  inlicriuncc  peculiarly  bcJorp.%  to  chit- 
ifjvl  tjic  iifH'lllt  f’cic  fpeofes  hchig 
^ . Jifiiiui&d  U  i/t  iit  Junis  to  Kki  Lach  to 


r  E  S* 

vlut  he  had  faid  vtr.  f-  about  their  fcp:ug 
frtdtjhijrifif  lathe  aatfttvucf  thUdrcnhy  Jtj*s 
Cbrljty  which  ihcwp  that  tx  related ,  if  not 
principally »  yet  at  le^ft  equally,  to  Jrvftt 
a*  urdl  as  Cctttiit  bcHcvcrs, 

1  This  cxpreiiion  in  the  Creek  is  et&fStd, 
Per  trsntos  have  filled  up  what  is  want¬ 
ing  in  it  by  rc  gftnrcing  the  word 
from  the  laft  chufc  of  the  preceding  vrrie  ; 
but  perh^pK  it  mioht  be  as  well  Supplied  by 
adding,  ii;\?cad  of  thai,  have  Utdmd  da  ixU* 
ritaatfj  vbkh  had  been  affirmed  of  the  be* 
litvin;  Jfni  at  the  beginning  of  t<r.  (i* 
«nd  is  ntrt  i^iiKcd  of  the  bditTicg 
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ts  WMcfa  u 
the  eimcftofour 
Inheritance,  un¬ 
til  the  r.edcmp- 
tlw  of  the  ptr- 
chafed  pnflefTion, 
tutLothcpmJeoi 
hi*  glory; 


from  heaven,  as  fuch  ;  even  the  g lad  tidings  of  falva- 
tion,  as  they  are  brought  to  you  by  the  gofpel,  which 
pubijftrcs  it,  and  (hows  the  way  of  attaining  it,  and 
aflurcs  every  true  believer  of  it ;  and  which  has  been 
made  effectual  to  the  facing  of  your  own  fouls  through 
faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  In  whom  alfo,  by  virtue  of  your 
union  with  him,  after  ye  had  believed  in  a  faring  man* 
ner,  yc  were  ftill  further  fan£tified,  and  more  evident¬ 
ly  imprefled  with  the  holy  image  of  God,  as  wax  is 
with  the  lineaments  of  the  teal  f ;  And  as  the  fealing 
of  deeds  of  inheritance,  is  ufed  to  ascertain  its  heirs  of 
■their  title  to  it ;  and  as  merchants,  after  they  have 
boeght  their  goods,  fet  their  own  feal  upon  them  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  others ;  fo  ye  were  aflured  of 
your  perfonal  imereti  in  the  eternal  inheritance,  or  of 
your  being  heirs  of  God  and  joint-  heirs  with  Chrift,  by 
Jiii  fpirit  of  adoption,  who  is  holy  in  his  nature  and  o~ 
perations,  and  has  made  you  holy  by  hisfan£tifyingand 
fealing  you  ;  and  is  the  great  promife  of  the  New  Tcf* 
tament,  [rf£ts  i.  4.  and  ii*  33.  and  CaL  iii-  14*)  and 
that  particularly  under  the  character  of  the  Spirit  of 
truths  and  the  CmnferUr%  (John  xiv,  16,  17.)  and  who 
in  bis  failing  work  brings  home  and  applies  the  promifea 
with  light  and  power  to  our  own  fouls,  for  the  efta- 
biillimcnt  of  our  faith  and  hope  in  Chrift*  {1  Cor*  u 
21,  24.) 

14  'Which  Spirit  as  given  to  us,  whether  we  be  Jews 
or  Gentiles  7  and  as  dwelling  and  working  faith  and 
love  in  us,  (wr,  15*)  and  as  fcaling  us,  {ver,  13*)  is  afe- 
cutity,  pledge,  and  earneft  of  the  glorious  inheritance 
of  the  faints  in  light,  and  gives  the  plainelt  evidence  to 
us  of  our  right  and  title  to  it;  and  is  indeed  itfelf  a 
part  and  fore-tafte  of  it  for  our  prefent  fatisfa£tion  and 
joy,  till  we  and  all  God’s  peculiar  people,  who  were 
redeemed  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  {Titus  11.  14*)  and  arc 
bis  pur  chafed  inheritance  {hall  be  fully  delivered 


n  o  ' 

f  This ftaRug  cf  tb r  Ihh  Spirit ofpryw'fth^ 
^tliink,  by  r*o  mej  iu  to  be  confined  to  the 
extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  beeanis  k 
is iueh  a  ieriiag  as  was  an  of  tht  uJti- 

riiacttt  which  Cjnrcot  be  frid  merely  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  flift*;  ir^ny  having  Jicfil  CR- 
do«d  with  Uxffl,  vrho  had  not  any  £x 
for  heaven ,  or  earned  p*  iflme  tlu  m  of  it, 
and  give  them  a  part  of  the  inheritance  iifcJf, 
at  appears  from  Mat.  viL  n,  And 
therefore  it  feems  necefiny  to  sc!cv  this  fist* 
bigtf  iht  Spirit  to  me  Anther  wurk  of 

in  thor  heari^  beyond  their  firf?  believing 
^hereby  they  were  tp;  only  imprvfled  w*uh 


E  S. 

ihc  image  of  the  Teal,  but  were  Hkcwifc  aflit- 
red  of  ihdrowit  perfond  initrcll  in  Chrift, 
and  in  the  heavenly  inheritance,  with  3  refe¬ 
ree «  to  which  this  fcaling  of  the  Spirit  u 
here  mentioned  :  And  this  it  evidently  fpo- 
keu  of  as  a  work  diUinft  from  that  n’hidi 
pufTrd  in  them  at  their  firfi  befa vwjft  and  as 
vhsi  followed  ffur  It ;  and  therefore  could 
not  he  of  the  tfjenec  of  true  frith. 

4  P*n'b#frd  may  relate  either  to 

the  church  of  fk-d,  which  arc  a  peculiar  pen' 
pit;,  whom  he  has  pnrehafed  with  hi5  own 
hltiod  1  Pd+  ii*  pi  and  A^h 

Xki  i8»;  or  to  heaven  itfi!f»  which  is  fpeken 

of 
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if  Wkitfort 
T  altb,  after  t 

heard  of  toot 
faitli  in  the  lywJ 
Jtfuj,  iiwl  lore 
onto  all  the 
flints, 

it  Cafe  not 
to  give  thanks 
for  yov,  making 
mention  of  you 
in  prayers  ; 


from  all  fin  and  for  row,  and.  advanced  to  the  poflHIwn 
of  all  poUible  glory,  which  was  to  be  redeemed  by  our 
near  kinfmao,  becaufe  we  had  forfeited  it  by  fin,  which 
accordingly  be  purchafetl  for  us,  and  to  which  he  will 
rule  ns,  when  he  (hall  quicken  our  mortal  bodies  by  his 
Spirit  that  dweiUtb  in  vs,  (Rom.  vrii.  si-)  All  this 
tends  unto,  and  (hall  iflue  in  the  highed  exaltation  of 
the  glorious  name  of  God,,  the  Father,  {Jon,  and  Spi¬ 
rit  :  And  that  fuch  wonderful  grace  (liould  be  extended 
to  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  is  for  the  greater  fllufiraiion 
of  hts  glory,  that  every  fubject  of  it  might  (hew  lorth 
bis  praife,  on  account  of  the  efleflual  application  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  enabled  them  to  trull  in  Chnft, 
and  has  fe&lcd  them  to,  and  is  the  carneiVof  iheir  in* 
heritanoe,  as  well  as  oq  account  of  the  election  of  the 
Father,  who  predeft  mated  them  to  it,  (ver.  4,  5.)  and  of 
the  redemption  of  Cbrift,  {ver.  7.)  who  purchafed  bo:h 
it  for  them,  and  them  for  it,  and  in  whom  they  have 
obtained  it,  {ver.  11,  12.) 

15,  16  In  cefledtion  therefore  on  the  grace  of  God, 
toward  you  of  the  Gentile,  as  well  as  jfcwifv  fort,  in 
his  eboefing,  redeeming  and  effectually  calling  you,  (v. 
4,  &c.)  which  is  now  (till  more  abundantly  manifefted 
by  its  peculiar  and  abiding  cffe£b  upon  you,  I  who  have 
your  fpiritual  welfare  entirely  at  heart,  greatly  rejoice 
inirt,  and  ever  fince  I  received  an  account  of  the 
continuance  and  eminence  of  your  trull  and  hope  hi 
the  Lord  Jcfus,  as  your  only  Head  and  Saviour,  and  of 
the  affetlionate  love  that  your  faith  in  him  has  produ¬ 
ced  to  all,  without  diftin&ion,  that  bear  his  image  and 
are  his  children  begotten  of  him,  whether  they  be 
weaker  or  ftrongcr  hslieverj,  attended  with  greater  or. 
Idler  infirmities,  or  of  whatever  denomination  or  par¬ 
ty  ;  Ever  fince,  I  fay,  1  heard  thefe  comfortable  ridings 
of  the  faith  and  love  that  are  among  you,  and  that  abide 
with  you,  *<*»  w*«)  and  was  thereby  further  a  fibred  of 
your  having  a  real  intered  in  all  the  fore-men  1  ioned  be¬ 
nefits  ;  my  foul  is  filled  with  fo  much  joy  on  your  be¬ 
half, 

NOTE. 


«T  u  ike  <f  ptttchaJcd  &fo«rtton  of  (be  (bol*n 
Heir*  x,  jy- ;  it  hiving 
been  £>»  uhsn  Chrift  obtained  eternal  re- 
<tcoptbn  by  h»  blood  for  us.  Hck  ix-  1 1. 

f  UHui  tkc  apoftle  feyeiboui  his  hearing 
cf  their  fmtb  **4  Is  no  proof,  as  Jo  cue 
xrould  have  tr,  ibt  he  had  nut  tiwn  the  in* 
ttnur.coi  of  their  convettkm*  or  ihut  he  had 
acrer  icn  lkea ;  for  though  he  Ipc*ks  of 
the  Thel&omaiu,  is  received.  the 

g-ifpcJ  by  his  niinrArr*  sftepifl'c  t  f,  SI- ; 
yet  be  Jijsio  &cm3  chip-  aii.  6^1  o#  “  what 


Ttmotheus  time  from  yoo  to  us.  arul  breugrt 
us  good  tidings  of  your  faith  and  charily — 
Therefore,  beloved,  we  weir  comfort'd  over 
you,”  Arc-  And  wring  to  Phiienio-i, 
whom  he  {peak*  of  us  ow.n^  even  his  owa 
felf  to  him,  probably  becaufe  he  *vas  hit 
fpiritmi  father*  rcr*  he  fays, 

4,  J.  **  I  thank  my  find* 

mention  of  I  lice  always  in  my  pnyers, 
hearing  of  (by  lore  and  faiih,  which 
had  toward  thef^rd  Jefiis,  and  towards  u.l 
hts  faints  i*'  ami  fo  tit  beaming  of  iha  fai'h 

abd 
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17  That  the 
Gad  Of  our  Lord 
Jtliis  Cbrift,  <hc 
Father  of  glory, 
may  give  unto 
jr on  the  Ipirit  of 
lrifdom  and  re¬ 
velation,  in  the 
knowledge  of 
him : 


half,  that  *  whenever  I  make  my  lolemn  addrefies  to 
God,  ei’peciaHy  in  my  feern  retirements  every  morning 
and  evening,  as  well  as  on  other  occaGons,  public  or 
private,  I  bear  you  continually  upon  my.  heart,  which 
is  enlarged  for  you,  in  a  way  of  biefliog and  praifing God 
for  hi$  grace  bellowed  ou  you,  and  in  a  way  of  fervent 
fupplicaiion  and  prayer,  as  particularly  remcmbri&g  and 
mentioning  you  in  my  bumble  pleas  with  him. 

17  That  he,  who  is  the  covenant-God  of  our  Lord 
Jcfus  Chritt,  as  he  appointed  and  called  him  to,  and 
qualified  him  for,  and  according  to  bis  promifea  accept¬ 
ed  and  rewarded  him  in  his  mediatorial  work,  as  the 
head  and  Saviour  of  the  church  who  alio  may  be 
ftileci  the  Father  of  glcryt  as  be  is  infioitely  glorious 
in  bimfelt,  and  in  the  whole  fcheme  of  falvation  ;  and 
is  the  fountain,  author  and  giver  of  all  the  glory,  that 
Chrift  himftlf  is  pofitifed  oi  in  his  human  naturejand 
office-capacity,  and  of  all  the  blcflednefs  and  glory, 
.that  not  only  the  angels,  but  the  faints  in  heaven  do, 
or  ever  lhall  enjoy  in,  through  and  together  with  him  ; 
and  who  i$  to  be  eternally  admired  and  glorified  for  all 
this :  My  earned  application  to  God  under  thefe  ex* 
aired  and  encouraging  conceptions  of  him  is,  that  he 
would  plcafc  to  increafe  the  free  communications  of  his 
en lightning  and  foaling  Spirit  to  lead  you  into  fur¬ 
ther  exercifes  of  faith,  love,  and  other  graces,  and  in¬ 
to  a  ftill  more  dear  and  experimental  acquaintance  and 


NOTES. 


tail  love  of  tfccfi  EpheGant,  as  util  at  of  the 
I  htflilomani  and  Pbilrmon,  mod'  naturally 
relate  tv  ihe  aeemums  which  he  had  received 
of  their  ftedfallnets,  p erftwance,  and  in- 
Crwfe  in  firth  and  Jove,  Gncc  he  left  them, 
and  during  ihe  fpace  «F  fo  many  yew  a*  he 
had  been  abient  from  them  :  fhi»  cpiftlc 
having  been  wrote,  sccnrjhig  co  l!:c  ftweft 
rorcputation^  about  five  years  after,  the  latt 
time  of  hid  being  at  Ephffirf  /  and  Ms  joy  and 
praitc  on  tlieir  account  might  be  the  great* 
cr  berauft  he  then  Fold  them,  by  a  prophe* 
tic  f of  the  danger  they  would  tie  expo* 
fed  to  from  c"cni]ii  teachers,  which  would 
Jpringup  from  among  them.  Aftexx,  ip,  30, 
*  Tis  not  to  be  fcppoftd  that  the  apoltle 
wat  ofau tj  aftualty  giving  thanks,  or  pray* 
ing  for  tfiem  :  »u t  his  tiot  uafing  to  d  1  it  in* 
Limates  the  conftancy  of  hij  refieoibranec  of 
them  in  ftlcran  prayer  t  md  he  frwis  prin* 
eipiJly  to  refer  to  his  daily  jbr  times  for  that 
duty  every  morning  and  evening,  according 
to  <ho  fencTidcuftom  or  the  Jwi  at  the  time 
<*( ihc  mo*ni:is and  tvemng  lacnficc,  and  a* 
that  wo*  caikd  tiie  eonthru-jl  tmrr.btfering. 
Ex.  xxix,  41-  ft  lhcy  wr re  laid  tvftrve  CoJ 
1  day  rM  AiU  liitil  T-  and  the 

limits  \\zi c  fM  tv  he  &  Ike  tan- 


commu- 

ph>  frafing  and  tiffing  God*  Luke  sew* 13. 

f  Qod  the  Father  is  the  God  of  tv  Lard 
Jefas  Chrift t  as  man  and  mediator,  (fee  the 
note  on  vcr.  3,).  *nd  his  being  flifcd  the  Fa - 
ti&r  of  ghryt  may  be  coofidered  either  u  a 
pedbnai  character,  to  diffloguilh  him  not  00* 
ly  from  the  $&at  who  is  called  the  King  if 
ghryt  acid  the  Lord  of  glory*  PfaL  xxt*.  to* 
and  1  Cor.  Yu  9.  but  alto  from  the  Holy 
Giro,?,  who  h  called  the  Spirit  of  glory,  1  Pet. 
iv,  14,:  and  fo  either  af  them  perfomljy, 
arwl  altiJ^cther  etfcmfatfy,  may  he called  the 
Godof  ghtyt  Pfal.  xxix.  3*  Or  it  stTfbc 
conlilereil  as  an  oecouominl  chanOer  to 
timbre,  that  all  coramuoiruive  gbry  is  firlt 
derived  from  ib<  Father. 

\  The /pitit  of  rtvefotioa  is  not  to  be  on* 
derfbod  of  the  extr&r&nufj  imrntSaU  rntc- 
tethns  that  were  peculiar  to  inspired  men ; 
i‘OT  \h\<fp*rit  ef  rtvcMon  is  what  the  apoftle 
ptays  might  be  given  to  every  member  of 
the  church,  and  ft  rekies  to  what  may  lie 
hoped  for  in  common  by  all  true  believers* 
as  frch,  snd  is  a  revelation  peculiar  to  thva 
in  rhe  ordinary  way  of  fpecial  gracious  illu- 
mitnrion  to  their  fpirtttnl  advantage,  which 
fiur  bScilcd  Lord  l^okc  of  Mat,  ^u.  xj,  stf> 
ay,  aad  xvi,  17.  * 
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ll  The  eyes  of 
yaur  uiNlcrftand~ 
ui£  being  cnlight* 
cfud ;  that  ye 
may  hi uw  what 
is  the  hope  of  hit 
Calling*  and  whit 
the  riches  of  the 

gory  of  hts  in- 
riiancc  in  the 
fruits^ 


communion  with  him,  as  thofe  that  are  made  wife  to 
fslvation  ;  and  that  he  would  yet  more  abundantly  (hed 
abroad  his  love  in  your  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  (Hem. 
v.  5.)  to  give  you  the  brightest,  fweeteft,  and  molt  al- 
furtng  manifeltations  of  his  love  to  your  own  fouls,  in 
your  further  knowledge  of  himfelf  in  Chrift  +*  as  your 
own  covenant-God  and  Father*  and  in  your  growing 
and  approving  acknowledgment  of  him  (*>  «»r»j 

as  fuch. 

18  I  humbly  befeech  %  him  to  give  you  the  illumina¬ 
tion  of  bis  Spirit  in  your  hearts*  for  irradiating  the  eyes 
of  yonr  minds  to  fuch  an  eminent  degree*  as  that  ye 
may  know  by  daily  experience*  and  with  the  utmoll 
certainty  and  delight*  what  a  Sincere  and  genuine  hope 
you  re  is  **  what  excellent  objefts  it  is  pitched  upon* 
and  what  folid  never-failing  grounds  ye  have  for  that 
hope  to  whieh  God  has  called  you  externally  by  the 
gofpel*  and  internally  by  his  fpecial  and  effc&ual  grace* 
and  that  by  fpiritual  meditations*  prelihations*  ami  rea¬ 
lizing  views  of  faith*  ye  may  know  with  lively  fenti- 
ments,  juft  propriety  and  great  compafs  of  thought  i 
and  may  know  for  yourfelves*  what  is  the  true  nature 
and  tranlecndcnt  excellency  of  thofe  invaluable  and  im- 
roenfe  treafurcs  of  bltfledijcfs  which  God,  the  Father 
of  glory  hath  provided,  as  an  inheritance*  according  to 
bis  riches  in  glory  by  Cbrifi  Jtfus,  (Phil-  iv.  19.)  for 
holy  fouls  :  an  inheritance  which  he  has  in  the  riches 
of  his  grace  given  to  them,  as  his  children  for  an  ever- 
lafting  pofTeflion ;  which  will  make  them  exceeding  rich 
and  glorious*  and  confifta  in  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf, 
who  k  their  portion  and  glory%  (Pf.  xvi.  5.  and  If. 
lx*  19.)  and  which  he  counts  it  his  glory  to  bellow  up¬ 
on  them*  and  will  be  eminently  glorified  by  in  them, 
(a  Tbef.  1.  10.}  whom  he  has  taken  for  his  own  in¬ 
heritance*  {Dent,  xxxti.  9,)  and  on  whom  he  as  it 
were  fays  out  all  his  riches  to  complete  their  felicity 
and  glory. 


notes: 


19*  20 


f  ffi by  the  conftra&on,  rdrtes  to  the  flaa&Ag  cjrfftaW,  which  makes  it  a  ronti* 
Fiiiber  of  wtory  to  wbooi  the  addrefi  was  noatiun  of  the  prater  for  Hill  fanner  cn* 
nude,  RtiAEr  than  to  Chrift,  who  U  men-  lighteoiDf,  even  ntuolbnr  knruixg  (i*r  r«  it- 
tioned  only  mcidcotal’y  to  the  forgoing  pan  hw)  wot  it  ife  hope  if 
of  the  verk;  However*  to  include  bath*  J  *  Hope  it  Jbnictbu  pur  for  that  k- 
ctNjfitkrcJ  it  as  the  knowledge  of  God  £H(  Rom,  v*  4,  j,  and  iv.  it.  at  ether 
in  CUrift-  timer,  for  the  ubje£t  of  It,  Oil  L  j.  and  Tit. 

t  'ilw  firmer  part  of  thefc  vends  (jriftok-  ii*  j 3*  end  at  others,  tor  rhe  of  hope, 

trjuvitff  Xw>pi«a-  v/c^a)  being  Eva  x-  jer.  xviii*  11*  Lam,  iiL  *9*  and 

ihv  motive  cate  after  the  verb  jpvr  (/raj  vcr.  fcom,  iv-  m*  firft  cbuie  ;  and  perhaps, 

1  t- is  jppatcntly  governed  by  ikaii  and  fo,  with  tbefc  ftnfes  n.ay  be  fitly  tivough  taken  j.j 

foppiying  (hat  verb,  might  he  mote  gramma-  here,  though  the  t*o  laft  fe cm  to  U  priu* 

tfcally  rendered  4 hat  he  would  give  cipalty  muudcdr 

tjff$  tf  your  mxdt  or  of  year  under* 
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ip  And  ®hat  ip,  20  My  heart’*  defire  and  prayer  to  God  for  alt 
pramdiCof hb  t^1c^e  comfortable,  edifying,  and  confirming  manifefta- 
pputtr tow- ward  lions  of  his  Spirit  is,  that  ye  may  not  only  have  the 
who  hilievc,  ac-  mod:  defiixbleiuGght  into  the  exceeding  riches  of  his 
wnrUoir  of  bit  g™®*  towafd  you  but  may  likewife  underlland  and 
mitfuy  poorer;  confider,  for  your  further  encouragement  and  joy,  what 
10  which  he  {3  the  fuper-abundant,  tranfcendent,  all- conquering 
Girifth  when  h;  gieataefsof  his  power,  which  he  has  already  exerted  itfelf 
» fed  'him  from  our  favour  whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gentiles  *,  by  its 
ibe  dfid,  and  wotking  faith  in  us,  as  be  theninfufed  a  vital  principle 
righthxndinthc  into  our  dead  fouls,  and  efFc&ually  fubdocd  all  the 
haven ly  flata.  power  which  Satan  and  this  world  bad  over  ns,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  corrupt  inclinations  and  defires  of  the  fleffi 
and  of  the  mind,  and  the  prejudices  and  enmity  of  our 
hearts,  all  which  united  their  utmoil  efforts  agiunA  God, 
and  againft  his  work  upon  us,  {chap.  U-  1,  2,  3.)  And 
X  pray  that  ye  may  know  the  greafnef*  of  his  power, 
which  is  continually  employed  for  our  fafe-dt-fenct*, 
fupport  and  preservation  through  all  dangers  and  difficul¬ 
ties  here,  (t  Pet.  i.  5.)  and  will  be  gtQriouflydifplayed 
in  railing  us  up/ body  as  well  as  foul,  to  a  (late  of  com¬ 
plete  bleflednefa  hereafter ;  as  effected  according  to  the 
fame  energy  of  the  power  of  bis  might,  which  he  ef¬ 
fectually  exerted  in  Chr/tt  himfelf,  the  Head  of  the 
church,  when  by  his  almighty  power,  as  well  as  in  a 
way  of  juftice,  he.  tooled  the  bands  and  raffed  hint  up 
in  his  public  capacity,  as  a  triumphant  conqueror  over 
death  and  all  the  powers  of  darknefs,  {Ails.  ii.  24.)  r 
and  when  in  coDfequence  of  his  refurreftion,  God,  by 
the  fame  omnipotent  arm,  exalted  him  in  his  human 
nature,  to  a  Rate  of  all  poflible  bleflednels,  majefty, 
and  glory,  and  to  a  quiet  everlalting  pofleffion  of  alt 
royal  dignities  and  delights  in  the  higheft  heaven,  and 
in  things  that  pertain  to  his  heavenly  kingdom,  as  the 

rc- 

NOTE. 

*  The  apoftfc  here  brings  in  j ht*aftJf7  and  of  it  in  the  next  word*,  u  a  power  of  the 
hi)  JfvjJb  bretbien,to Ihew  that  hi$  love  wia  like  kind  wi*h  that  -arblcb  •utrvuf'h  m  Qbrifi 
iwt  confined  in  this  excellent  prayer  to  Gar-  v bin  GaJ  rmfed  him  from  the  da id\  and  in 
td r  believers  ;  and  very  probably,  when  he  correTpon  donee  thereunto  Vis  called  in  lb  me 
raise  to  ipcik  of  the  weedier  rreataefs  of  folloviog  vcrJe^  chap,  ii,  iy  God’s  a ttiek- 
Goa's  ysvrr  tvward  them,  be  rmeClcd  oti  that  urajf  them  that  dtsd  in  trcffsffn  anx Jffaj, 
which  w^s  lb  remarkably  exerted  in  bis  own  and  qttiMng  then  together  vritb  Chrijt,  a  ad 
fitiTcrfioOt  Afts  be*  j— pi  and  fi  to  tts-vard  is  afterwards  called*  vet\  10*  its  (rating  them 
if  Ad  believe,  aecwdittg  la  the  n/wking  if  his  itt  Cbrift  unio  good  marks  i  which  carries  the 
mif  &c*  relict  to  them  ighiy  power  higheft  idea  of  divine  power  shat  is  knnwa 

lhat  was  put  forth  far  the  working  of  laith  in  aJl  the.  works  of  nature;  and  fhat  pa- 
it&lf  in  their  hearts  at  their  firft  cooverfion,  ralld  epifllc,  CoL  iL  n,  n,  it  ii  called  ihe'r 
as  wtO  as  In  its  iiiWcquent  afts  toward  them  being  rifm  -with  Cbeifl  tl/rvVgh  the  fmh  of  th 
till  they  fbouid  be  brought  fife  to  glory :  operation  of  God,  who  raifed  him  from  the 
And  that  it,  ar  lead,  includra,  a  reference  &ta&\  and  rheir  being  qmakaa*J  together  wA 
id  the  firft  work  of  heart -ehanvino  grace*  Aim*  u  thofi  that  were  dead  in  their  ti. is,  find 
may  be  gather'd  front  the  apoftl?*  (peaking  »  mtiiratm-fie*  oj  their fejh. 
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u  Far  ibow 

all  principally, 
and  power,  and 
Anight*  and  do- 
mtoioi^  and  m* 
17  aamc  that  11 
turned,  not  only 
hi  thb  world*  btxt 
aUbia  that  which 
ia  to  come  : 


at  And  b*th 

put  all  things  un¬ 
der  his  feet,  and 
pn  him  the 
head  Over  all 
things  to  the 
church. 


reward  of  bis  fuffc rings,  after  be  had  by  himfelf  purged 
our  fins,  {Net.  i,  3.)  which  may  be  called  in  meta¬ 
phorical  terms,  God  the  Father  ferting  him  at  his  own 
right  band  in  token  of  the  higbeft  approbation  and 
honour. 

He  baa  herein  advanced  him  far  above  all  crea¬ 
tures  whatfoever  in  place  and  dignity,  and  with  fuch 
fnpremacy  and  rule  over  even  the  greateft,  as  well  as 
the  leaf!  of  them,  as  furpaflts  all  thought  and  expref* 
fion  ;  he  has  inverted  him  with  uncontrol  able  authority 
and  dominion  over  all  demons  and  their  chief  in  hell, 
and  overall  ranks  and  orders  of  angefc  in  heaven,  (C<d. 
ti.  if.  See  Heb.  i.  6,  14.)  *  and  over  all  the  princes 
and  potentates,  nobles,  powers,  and  magiflrates  on 
earth,  and  over  every  perfon,  dignity,  or  authority  of 
•what  chara&er  foever,  that  is  or  can  be  ever  known  or 
mentioned,  not  only  in  this  prefent  world,  but  likewife 
in  that  which  is  future  to  Us  even  in  theheavenly  world, 
where  he  reigns  in  all  his  glory,  angeh  and  authorities 
and  powers  being  made  fubjeft  to  himy  (1  Pet.  iii.  22.) 
at  v/hofe  name  every  knee  find  htrui  of  things  in  heaven  t 
and  things  in  earth ,  and  things  under  the  earth ,  in  token 
of  their  homage  and  fubje£lion  to  him,  (Phil.  ii.  to.) 

22  And  as  the  molt  abfolute  victory  and  power  over 
enemies  is  lignilied  by  their  being  pat  under  the  con¬ 
queror's  feet,  {Jo/h.  x.  23,  24.)  fo  God  the  Father,  in 
that  univerfa!  lordihtp  which  he  has  given  to  Chrirt  o* 
ver  all  creatures,  has  placed  all  his  enemies  in  a  (late 
of  fubjefUon  to  him,  that  he  may  have  them  entirely 
under  hie  own  power,  and  may  reign  as  a  rightful  con¬ 
queror  over  them  f,  in  fuch  a  way  as  he  fees  fit  till  all  their 
oppofitioti  to  him,  his  people  and  caufe,  (hail  be  entirely 

defeated. 


N  O  ' 

*  PrindpaMts  and  pouter*  are  appiy*d  to 
ppod  angeh,  thap.  Hi,  to  «m7  M&th, 
chap.  Vi.  u,  and  L)  nn,  Luke  xii.  n, 
where  the  Jamt  words  (t^ai  uci 
are  uW,  as  here*  and  fo  they  arc  LranJl«itttl 
with  reference  to  wm,  (TUiis  iii.  i.;  .and  as 
the  apoftle  here  fptaki  of  thofe  that  are  ntf 
mi  jin  this  wrW*  but  a!ft  mb  that  which  h  io 
he  by  juft  oonftrnftion  includes  them 
ail,  and  intimates  that  there  are  different 
ranks,  orders,  and  degrees  of  government 
and  fobordinatiDn  among  the  holy  angel*, 
and  evil  fpirits,  in  the  future  inriGble  Hate* 
4  well  as  among  men  in  the  present  HUbte 
world ;  and  that  Cbrift  is  far  exalted  above 
them  all,  even  the  Mghcft  of  them,  under 
what  names  or  title*  foever  they  may  be  dii- 
tingutltied.  See  Di  CJwJim  on  the  place, 
Tolvl  Sermon  jt. 


1  E  S. 

f  TW  the  faints,  as  well  as  alt  otter 
creatures,  are  certainly  under  Chrifr^  Lord* 
Jhip  and  dominion,  and  ia  that  fenfe  arc  in- 
dueled  in  the  AH  Ttriw-#  that  are  put  vzder 
bis  feel ^  according  to  in£  wideft  fenfe  of  ihit 
expreflion,  as  weliaveiti  C^r,  xv.  if,  a <?, 
ij,  and  Hcb,  iL  3;  vet  in  the  Curiiitiu^ 
911$  *ris  mention'd  wftli  u  fpecial  reference  to 
fubMng  and  dejlrcfxg  nil  hh  cttcmles,  fo  In 
the  application  of  this  pdTige  here,  it  farts 
to  be  ftUl  more  confin'd  to  that  vrw ;  be- 
caufe  Glmft1*  univcrul  empire  over  all  things 
had  teen  flroagly  exprcfied  in  the  verle  be¬ 
fore,  and  then,  in  the  next  rerfe  after,  the 
church  is  fpaken  of  as  tij  body  in  diftincHuti 
from  dl  list  art  put  it nier  Hi  /iff,  and 

he  is  laid  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  ti* 
c£ure or  for  ibeir  good- 


Ch.i* 
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defeated*  and  they  be  atl  afhially  fubdued  under  him, 
trampled  on  as  his  footftool,and  finally  dcflrgyed  by  him, 
{PJaL  cx«  i*  and  i  Cvrt  xv,  25,  26-)  And  as  the  chief 
glory  and  delight  of  the  mediator  lyes  in  his  having 
power  over  allfiejb T  that  he  may  give  eternal  life  to  as  ma¬ 
ny  as  the  Father  hath  given  him%  (John  xvii,  2.}  foGotl 
in  his  infinite  love  to  him  and  them,  and  in  the  righ¬ 
teous  and  honourable  recompence  of  his  fufferings  and 
death  for  them,  has  given  him  abfulute  and  aniverfat 
dominion  in  the  kingdom  of  providence*  as  well  as  of 
grace,  over  all  perfons  and  things,  with  this  ultimate 
view  and  defign  f,  that  he  may  manage,  over-rule,  re- 
flraiu*  order,  and  ifluc  all  events  for  the  fpi  ritual  and 
eternal  benrfic  of  the  embolic  invisible  church,  inclu- 
fm*  of  every  true  believer;  and  for  the  psefervarion 
of  the  vifible  church,  that  it  may  never  be  rooted  oat 
of  the  world:  Yea,  over  and  above  all  the  fore-  mentioned 
donations,  God  has  added  this,  as  the  hrghdt  andmoft 
eminent  gift  of  his  love  to  him  and  to  his  church,  that 
he,  who  is  Lord  of  all,  fbould  be  in  the  dearelt,  moil 
intimate  and  peculiar  relation,  not  only  ahead  guid¬ 
ance  and  government,  but  alfo  of  Hfc  and  influence* 
and  of  tender  care  and  protection  to  the  whole,  and  e- 
very  true  member  of  it,  which  ftand  in  as  near  and 
vital  union  with  him,  and  have  as  elfcftual  communi¬ 
cation  for  aftivity*  growth  and  ftrength  from  him,  as 
the  natural  body  has  from  its  head* 

*3  Which  U  23  And  which,  taken  all* together,  are  bis  myftical 
hb  body,  the fol-  body,  and  under  that  notion  of  them  are  his  relative 
ttk^aUlo  alh*  fulne^»  fothat  if  anyone,  even  the  lea  ft  member  of  them, 
were  wanting,  he,  as  their  head,  would  be  incomplete, 
tho'  in  himfelf  he  is  infinitely  perfect,  and  has  no  need  of 
them,  but  is  the  fund  of  all  their  fupplies,  as  out  of  his 
fulnefs  they  all  receive  grace  for  gracey  (John  i*  16.) 
He  fills  all  his  members  with  his  (pint,  and  with  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  every  kind,  which  any  of  them 
have,  orare  found  among  them  all,  that  by  means  of 
his  word,  officers  and  ordinances,  which  he  alfo  fills 
with  a  divine  energy,  they  may  be  filled  with  the  fruits  of 
rigbtttufnefSy  (Phil.  i.  ri,)  and  grow  up  in  all  things 


+  This  apparently  relate*,  rot  to  rJit  *ri-  dcr  it  above  *Uf  may  rebte  either  to  ’ Air  Lord* 
toefitiuiioa  of  Quid’*  headflitp  in  the  flap  over  *li  things  ia  general  for  the  good  of 
far*  of  eternity,  but  to  Ms  a&vnt  iavc/Hture  the  chLrdi;  or  to  his  p  caJiar  itudfoip  to  the 
ftUI  po*er  for  completely  c*ecniliii|t  it*  church  it&ln,  as  the  cbitf  vie*  and  final  up- 
jjrcit  dcfjjjn,  as  all  the  preceding  infancc*  of  II tor  nf  G^I’s  irtrrt  or*  in  the  foregoing  Acp$ 
his  eulu;ion  do,  in  cuHfequtncc  of  hi.s  re*  of  ChruVs  adv^ncuriH'Dl,  which  ctc  mentiou- 
furrection  from  die  dead,  and  hi*  aiernfion  cd  in  abcauit'ut  gvad  arrow,  till  they  reach 
t;»  heaven  :  And  God’*  ghx*g  Mm  to  br  bead  unto,  my\  ifTu^  m  ihi*  high  til  and  mofttmir 
(■  vg  mla)  avn  all  or  as  fomc  rcu-  ntitt  imuncc  otic. 
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into  him  who  is  the  head,  tilt  they  come  to  a  perfeQ  mmf 
to  the  meafure  of  the  fiaiure  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrifif 
(EpheC  iv*  jQj  13,  iy*) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  free  and  fovcrcign  is  the  grace  of  Cod  !  He  from  all  etonity  lias  chttfrn 
fomc,  rather  than  others,  to  be  Tons  and  heirs  of  glory*  *not  from  any  forefetn 
goodnefe  in  them,  but  merely  from  the  good  pleafore  of  his  wilt,  who  dude  them 
that  they  might  be  holy  from  a  principle  of  love  to  him,  as  the  means  of  their 
being  ha|>py  for  ever*  And,  O  how  great  is  the  happinefs  of  all  fuch  !  They  are 
hteifcd  with  all  fpirituat  and  heavenly  b!rf!ingst  and  accepted  in  the  Beloved,  in 
whom  they  have  the  forgiveunefs  of  (ins,  and  obtain  the  inheritaneeof  ctcm.il 
life,  according  to  the  riches,  and  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  hi*  grace*  This  is 
difcomtd  to  them  in  thegofpel,  by  means  of  which  God  abounds  toward  them 
in  all  wifdom  and  prudence ;  and  by  this  word  of  truth,  the  gofpel  of  our  falva- 
tioo,  we  are  brought  to  know  the  rayftcries  of  God’s  will  about  all  tbefo  g^eat 
and  important  things*  O  wondrous  grace,  that  tins  gofpel  fhould  be  brought, 
and  made 'effectual  to  Gentile  turners !  O  happy  fouls,  that  are  enabled  to  trull 
in  Chrift  for  themfclves,  and  are  foaled  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife  to  the  day 
of  redemption  )  How  fiiould  all  this  engage  the  faints  and  faithful  In  Chrift  Je~ 
fus  to  glorify  God  for  the  riches  of  his  grace  toward  them  1  And  as  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit,  bear  their  peculiar  parts  in  their  felvaiion,  how  ihoyld  they 
abound  in  paying  the  honours  that  belong  to  them  refpe&ively,  for  electing,  re¬ 
deeming,  and  waling  love,  and  wait,  with  faith  and  hope*  in  a  coorfe  of  holy  o- 
bedience,  for  the  perfecting  of  their  final  redemption  1  With  what  gratitude 
and  joy  ihould  we  bids  God  for  the  faith  and  love  which  he  has  wrought  in  uur 
fouls ;  for  the  hope,  to  which  he  has  called  ns *  and  for  the  exceeding  greatnd's 
of  his  almighty  power,  like  that  whereby  Chrift  hi  mfclf  was  raifedfromthe  dead, 
which  has  been,  is,  and  fo all  (till  further  be  exerted,  to  the  falvation  of  every 
one  that  believes  i  How  eameft  Ihould  we  be  in  our  prayers,  that  God  would 
give  dg  yet  more  and  more  of  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  himfelf,  and  would  ftill  farther  enlighten  the  eyes  of  our  undtrftandings, 
that  wc  may  experimentally  know  what  great  and  glorious  things  he  has  done  and 
provided  for  us !  And  with  what  honour  Ihould  we  think  of  Chrift !  In  Him  be¬ 
lievers  were  chofen,  and  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  and  are  fealed  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife:  In  Him  aft  things  in  heaven  and  earth  are  gathered 
into  one,  that  angels  and  feints,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  might  be  hrmigl.t 
into  a  ftate  of  mutual  friend itup,  harmony,  and  peace*  He  is  now  afceoded  in 
our  nature,  in  which  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  to  the  higheft  heaven,  and  is  en¬ 
throned  in  glory  at  the  Father's  right  hand,  infinitely  above  all  orders  of  angels, 
and  every  created  power  and  dignity  that  can  be  imagined  in  heaven  and  earth ; 
and  has  an  univerfel  empire  and  dominion  in  the  kingdom  of  providence  and  grace, 
that  ail  things  might  be  managed,  in  a  iubferriency  to  his  own  and  his  Father's 
glory,  for  the  confufion  and  deftruftion  of  all  his  enemies,  amf  for  the  preferra* 
tion  and  cverlafting  welfare  of  his  church :  He  is  their  Head,  and  they  are  hi* 
myftical  body,  every  member  of  which  is  fo  near  and  dear  to  him,  that  he  would 
count  it  an  abatement  of  his  own  relative  fulncfs,  were  he  to  lofe  any  one  o: 
them  :  But  what  a  glorious  Head  or  cooftant  communication  is  our  blcfled  Lord, 
that  they  may  be  filled,  in  his  time  and  way,  with  aft  the  fulucis  of  God  1 


C  H  A  P.  IL 

The  afofiU  fiill  farther  to  magnify  the  riches  of  God's  free  grace  to¬ 
ward  the  Ephefun&j  reprejents  their  deplorable  Jlate  hy  nature 
whether  they  were  Gentiles  or  Jews,  1,-3-  Shows  what  a  happ 
change  divine  grace  had  made  upon  it9w  4)— to.  And  to  enhance  hi 

graa 
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grotty  efpeciaUy  toward  the  Gentile  part  ampng  them,  he  colli  upon 
them  to  refeft  upon  their  former  jiate  of  beathenifm,  and  the  exceed¬ 
ing  great  privilege t  and  bleffmgs  which  they  -were  brought  into  by  the 
gofpeU  equally  with  the  believing  Jews,  as  one  body  with  themt 
ji, — 32. 


Tbjt. 

AND  you  both 
1  be  qntcktittd 
w  ho  were  dead  in 
trefpiflti  aud 
it<x. 


Paraphrase. 

A  S  God,  by  tbe  exceeding  greatnefc  of  bis  powcT, 
( chap .  i.  20.)  railed  tbe  crucified  body  of  Chrslt 
from  (be  dead,  and  that  as  a  public  peifon  j  fo  by  an 
operation  of  tbe  fame  almighty  power  toward  them  who 
believe,  (chap,  i.  iq  *)  he  bas  atfo  raifed  you  up  to  a 
life  of  juftiftcation  from  the  guilt  of  fin  and  condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  law,  as  having  forgiven  you  all  trefpafles  ; 
and  has  quickened  you  to  a  life  of  holinefs  in  the  reno¬ 
vation  of  your  nature,  as  having  delivered  you  from  the 
power  of  fin,  whereby  ye  were  alienated  from  the  life 
cf  Codt  (ch^p.  iv.  18.)  that  he  might  fit*  you  for  living 
to  him  here,  and  for  an-  eternal  life  in  the  enjoyment 
of  him  hereafter:  He  has  thus  quickned  even  thofe  of 
you,  who  were  tinners  of  the  Gentiles,  as.  well  as  other 
believers,  and  who,  during  your  unconverted  ftate,  were 
dead  men,  not  indeed  by  a  phyfical  or  natural  death  of 
tbe  foul,  which  is  immortal,  or  of  the  animal,  or  ci¬ 
vil  life,  which  {till  fubfifts  though  mortal ;  but  in  a  lc. 
gal  and  moral  or  fpiritual  fenfe,  with  refpe&  to  the  fa¬ 
vour  and  image  of  .God,  as  perfons  that  were  dead  in 
law,  for  your  rranfgreQons  f,  and  had  received  innu¬ 
merable 


HOI 

*  This  wfe  is  improperly  oat  off  from 
±c  fir  ft  chapter*  aoH  made  tbe  beginning  of 
iheJUflod;  for  ocitber  hi  fraj  jiideaiedy  nor 
jay  other  noipiarive  cafe  ana  verb*  are  io 
dr  Irrrtl.  Thefble  the  it  fore  ts  tj>  be  fop- 
plied  by  iiwnethin^  that  wait  before*  it  3s 
ittei  ward^  exprt^df  rer,  j,;  ind  the  feven 
inl\  YCrtei  of  thfs  chapter,  ansi  t b  on  to  vrer* 
id.  are  a  caitinmt^u  of  the  argument 
ttiikh  theapofHc  had  hr;;vmatthe  19th  and 
is:b  verfrt  of  the  preceding  chapter,  There 
ie  had  fpoke  of  Gccf*  uorkirg  in  the  Ephf- 
j?j«rby  Uaucwtedmg  flreatfceft  of  power, 
44  according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty 
14  power  v/hk-h  he  wrought  in  Chrift,  when 
**  he  iaifc.1  him  the  dead,  and  fet  him 
u  at  his  <>*n  tight  hind  in  the  hcnrcnlv 
<£  places  i1'  upon  the  mentioning  of  which* 
he*  in  the  ft  tads  and  fervour  of  his  heart* 
rues  into  a  flow  of  l  bright  is  a  l>om  the  height 
ibid  glory  of  Chrift's  ouitution  in  the  three 
following  verfes;  then  in  the  beginning  of 
this  chapter  he  rc-afluittet  the  thread  ot  his 
dileuorfc,  and  gives  us  the  rcJdmon  or 
counter- part  of  what  was  do cx  in  believers, 
torrefpondent  to  what  had  fren  done  in 
V0L1  IV*  t  » 


1  £  s. 

Qirift  their  Head*  as  thty  in  conformity  to 
him,  and  together  with  him*  are  qtiickeocd 
from  die  death  of  fm,  and  “  ratfoJ  up  tojf* 
“  (her*  and  made  to  fit  together  in  heavenly 
**  places  in  Ctuift.”  And  LhutigU.  in  the  firlt 
and  JU'uud  verf cs*  die  apoitle  fpciks  molt 
immediately  of  tbe  Geitf/Vr  part  among  the 
yet  to  fbcw  ihar  whtt  he  heit 
fays  about  their  being  dead  in  tin  was  not 
peculiar  to  them*  but  com  most  tuj'.l  perfons* 
J tiff  1  as  well  ti  Gev/f7cf*  si?  tbcimiuv^etj  crate 
(late,  he  iu  the  third  and  fifth  Ycrfo  fpesikj; 
of  the  Jimt  including  himfeif,  as  having 
been  by  nature  the  children  *'f  wmh,  evtrv 
u  as  others:'*  (fee  the  firrond  note  on  cuitp*  i. 
3,)  and  a*  4%nd  in  jixs  before*  (ice  the  note 
on  l.ukc  ix.  €0*} 

|  Itatb  title  lihade  of  death  and  life  may 
tc  hero  included*  fince  the  Jewtt  as  well  a  i 
Grcfi’cf,  are  fpokrn  of  as  center**  vf  wari^ 
which  relates  to  a  tt %-ti  death  j  and  a?  railed 
from  tl*yt  tort  df  deadi  in  which  they  walk* 
tfJ  w  and  tu  the  hfii  of  their  fitjh, 
which  rvUftjt  to  a  fplriiuai  or  ruwu/  f!ta:h, 
ver*  1,  3.;  irA  ni:ce(  as  bus  L"c;i  observed, 
(fee  the  p.TJf yu  u  in.)  CtirhVg 
b  tifing 
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i  Whereto  in 
time  pafl:  ye  walk¬ 
ed  according  to 
the  oourii.-  of  this 
world,  according 
to  the  prince  of 
the  povcr  of  the 
air,the  fpirit  that 
now  workelh  in 
the  child  ret]  of 
di/obcdicnce* 


merable  mortal  wounds  by  fin  to  the  extinguiftiing  of 
the  life  of  God  in  you,  and  fo,  like  perfous  {tabbed 
through  and  through  to  death,  were  killed  as  it  were 
jover  amt  over  again,  not  by  one  fin  only,  but  by  many, 
original  and  a&ual  fins*  and  by  a  mtakitude  of  all  forts 
of  offences  and  errors  (™c  wKf**T«,«swi  rate  in 

heart  and  life,  which  rendered  you  eitrecnely  mi fe ta¬ 
ble  and  odious,  and  utterly  incapable,  like  perfons  cor* 
porally  dead/  of  reviving  again  by  any  power  of  your 
own:  or  of  living*  breathing,  moving,  and  a£ting  in 
afpiritual  manner  toward  God;  or  of having  any  com* 
fumble  communion  with  him,  while  ye,  though  dead 
in  fin  God~ward,  were  not  only  alive,  but  lively  and 
active  in  all  manner  of  tranfgrdlioos  againft  him  and 

bis  law* 

2  In  which  Ons  (**ft*r)  as  being  ftrougly  addi&ed  to 
them,  and  taking  plea fu re  in  them,  ye  formerly,  in  the 
days  ofyeur  henthenifm  and  unregecemcy,  couftanrly, 
freely,  and  progreflWely,  moved  and  a&ed,  under  one 
form  or  another  of  rhem,  like  perfons  that  walked  about 
in  them,  and  willingly  ran  with  the  fiream  , 

according  ro  the  prefect  corrupt  age  *,  faftiion,  and 
cuftom  of  rhts  evil  world,  which  lyes  in  wtektdnefsy 
(i  John  y,  19*}  according  to  the  will  and  defire,  in&i- 
gat  ion  and  rule  of  the  devil  as  your  prince,  who  i$  al¬ 
io  the  chief  of  the  infernal  powers,  that  are  united  as 
a  body  of  mighty  force  into  one  kingdom  under  him, 
rhe  feat  of  whofe  dominion  is  in  the  air,  where  on  tome 
occafipns  he  raifes  ftorros  and  tempers,  (fobi*  19.)  and 
makes  vifionary  aerial  reprefentations,  (fee  the  para* 
phrafe  on  Luke  iv.  5.);  and  where  be  and  his  diabolical 
emilTbriea  are  com  in  u  ally  rovtng*about  this  lower  world* 
(l  Pet .  v>  8.)  Ye  walked,  I  fay*  according  to  the  dic¬ 
rates  of  this  prince  of  darknefc,  who  is  alfo  (tiled 
god  of  this  world,  (a  Cor*  iv*  4+)  f,  and  is  the  chief 

ruler 
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fifing  iu  a  public  cVirafter,  which  tbrs  an*  ■*  of  the  power  of  the  air,*  but  tikrwife 
fwers  to,  may  be  umLrftaod*  not  only  of  his  (i  the  ponce  of  the  fpirit  that  work*  in  the 
body’s  beiao  quick'tati  and  ratted  from  the  w  children  of  difotwdienre."  Cttiltlnen  *tl 
grave,  bur  like  wife  of  his  &fihargtt  as  the  difabcdicnce  is  an  Hchrtufm  for  drfoMtmt  per* 
futciy  of  hU  people,  frim  the  guilt  and  pu*  Jtwt9  at  here  and  in  chip,  v.  6.  and,  per* 
nkhirie’ir  cf  their  fins*  haps,  may  mean  thofe  that  arc  moft  noov 

*  The  word  rendered  th:c&trfi  (rav  ^«ia)  Mlf  fo,  a;  the  font  of  Bcfatl  aUy  doe** 
fbmcrioic*  Jignifics  the  aget  and  denotes  the.  And  the  “  (pint  which  wrks  in  the  cfcil- 
corrupt  (tere  and  cnnditiofc  of  men  in  this  **  drat  of  difofiedience/*  may  mean  either 
wurld,  a*  in  *  Cor*  i*,  4.  V-<J  Cal'  U  4.  *  thofe  dement  or  euit  that  *£t  uinWr 

t  As  theft  words  lye  in  tin  Greet,  the  ex-  him  as  their  chid,  (fee.  the  note  on  chap,  i. 
aft  confirmation  Is,  4*  the  prince  of  (hepow-  or,)  and  are  fpokcu  of  in  the  JS*g»/ar  nuin- 
u  er  of  the  air,  of  the  fpirh  which  now  ber*  beesufo  they  are  (me  in  their  detign  and 
“  works  {71#  xnvptrr*r  ru  m  vupynto)  in  influence,  tho*  in  iherafolvcs  mogj,  as  rha: 
44  the  children  of  diftbdicnct;"  and  lb  the  ftpnr  of  etilfpirits  which  poflefled  the  Cj- 
4*1  i*  ipoken  of,  not  only  as  tic  «  ptface  dsrac ±  it  jfcrainitt  fpokca  of  in  the  /*r<* 
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3  Among  whom 
alio  we  all  had 
our  ccmverfactan 
in  tines  pad,  in 
the  lulls  of  oar 
Itefh ,  fulfilling 
the  defires  of  rh« 
fldbi  tod  of  the 
mind  ;  and  were 
by  future  the 
thilditnofvntb, 
aeo  &  others. 


ruler  of  thefe  foul  fpirits,  by  which,  as  by  join  Neon* 
currency  he  works  in  the  hearts  of  them  that  obey  not 
the  gofpel,  and  is  the  exciter  and  manager  of  that  ma¬ 
lignant  fptrit  which  evident iy  works  in  thefe  funs  of 
contumacy  and  unbelief,  r*t  ^bo 

this  very  day  addiA  the  mfclves  to  all  iniquity. 

3  Among  which  children  of  difobedience  (=»  «r)  all 
of  us,  as  perfons  of  the  fame  depraved  fpirit  and  tem¬ 
per,  way,  and  walk,  in  the  days  of  our  unregentrncy  *, 
even  we  Jews,  as  well  as  the  Gentiles,  continually  mo¬ 
ved,  lived  and  afted,  as  I  myfelf  particularly  did,  while 
I  was  a  proud  Hiarifee,  persecutor,  anti  blafphemer  ;  and 
we  were  led  away  with  divers  lulis  and  plea  fares, 
(2  Ttrn.  iii.  6.)  fometimes  feeking  to  fatisfy  on^,  and  ac 
other  times  another  oi  them,  fitch  as  the  hijlaf  the 
the  ktfi  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  (t  John  ii.  16.) : 
Under  the  power  of  thofe  evil  prupenlions  and  work¬ 
ings  of  corrupt  nature,  which  may  be  called  0 ttrfefh, 
as  it  is  conveyed  to  us  by  fiefhly  generations,  and  is  in¬ 
herent  in  us,  we  then  walked  according  to  the  dictates 
and  inclinations  of  the  body  of  fin,  gratifying,  a£Hng 
over,  and  indulging  the  irregular  defires  and  appetites 
of  the  animal  body  in  all  its  members,  which  are  bru¬ 
tal  f,  and  of  the  foul  in  all  its  powers  and  faculties, 
and  particularly  in  its  wifhes  and  contrivances,  which 
are  diabolical  *,  we  therein  freely  confeutcd  and  yield¬ 
ed  to  them,  and  chofe  them ;  And  in  oppoGtion  to 
what  the  carnal  Jews  boaft  of  their  privileges  by  birth 
as  the  feed  of  Abraham ,  {Mat.  iii.  9.  and  John  viii.  33, 
39.)  and  in  diflinftion  from  the  actual  fms  that  any, 
whether  Jews  or  Gentiles ,  have  been  guilty  of  by  imi¬ 
tation 


NOTE  S. 


hr,  and  (cur! crimes  in  the  plural  number, 
Mark  <r.  7, —  tj.and  I,uke  viii.  i8,‘ — :  or 
vc  may  widcrftand  It  of  thur  udtW  /pint 
«r  ttmptr  in  (inner*  which  the  devil  if  the  au¬ 
thor  of*  (Sec  Zaxth  and  Dr*  on 

tltfryrfiees  and  Mr*  J&frp h  Mtdfs  Diatribae, 
Yak  I.  pajf-  jo,  Ac*  of  his  worts*} 

*  As  in  iheepiftle  to  the  Jlfijwwj  the  a- 
p.iilfe  proved  firft  ihst  the  G'ui}fejt  and  thro 
that  the  JfiPi  wrf  alt  mdtr  jiet  inlbmuch 
that  they  were  no  her  ter  than  thoic*  Rom* 
iii.  p.  ;  and  did  this  to  (hew  the  neetfliiy  of 
juftificatnii  and  Ovation  merely  by^race  for 
one,  as  well  as  the  other  j  fn  berfe*  tint  lie 
mijht  magnify  the  exceeding  riches  of  the 
of  God  to  Hoth  thefe  fnm  of  peofib, 
he  having  flte  wn  in  the  tm  firft  verfes  that 
the  Gextoltp  were  tn  the  mnft  deplorable  dr- 
tumftautts  of  fin  and  mi  (cry,  govern  in  this 
Ttric  to  ihew  the  like  conccn»jH£  the 

B  b 


Including  himfelf,  before  they  wefrtfTrfhttl* 
ly called;  and  cxafiiy  parcel  to  th:s,  he 
with  the  like  view  fpsAs  of  kimtilf  and  Ti '■* 

far,  who  were  Jca*tt  (Tit,  iik s')* 

the  z poll! t  fiier,  wr.ti-VT  in  ihc  fbiiiCicd 

Jtwt,  and  putting  himfclf  in,  ijf>czks  iulikbi 
nmmrcr,  i  Prur  tv*  3* 

f  Ffrfb  in  the  foTugatag  ekiufc  rekrtes  to 
the  ailci  ta  fiiifii.'tas  Ir-L  ptizit 

QfhiM&n  irrt»ovt  as  in  rwiy  r  plate'-  of 
feripture,  (fee the  note  ot>  Rom*  vii.  5-)  er-J 
is  oppofid  to  the  fji-rirojl  and  holy  pi taci-* 
pleT  which  is  eziled  U  i'l j.  (*  tasSttw  in  rhein 
that  have  efrj] the  c'^'ri^inirs  \%:£eh 
in  the  vrorli  du-iu^h  lisfi,  (i  Rctct  i.  4*'  l!tit 
here  jprfff  tk?  is 

oppoud  tt?  rhclCLilof  man,  to  fhew  tlvjr 
tails  of  corrupt  rstut  ?  i)>:t Ad  through  bo:jy 
itod  fo^?,  arid  *i=e  hy  bttii*  llltf 

on  a  Co*,  iii*  % 
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4  Hut  God, 
mho  it .  rich  in 
merer*  ltls 
I  tor  love  whete- 
irifh  lie  loved  uc. 
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tarion  and  euftom  *,  we,  all  of  us  univerfelly  byrca- 
fon  of  original  corruption,  which  contains  the  !a'ds  of 
a}]  iniquity*  and  is  interwoven  with  bur  nature,  as  de¬ 
rived,  according  to  the  law  of  ordinary  generation, 
from  an  older  father  than  Abraham,  eyen  from  fallen 
Adam,  our  common  head  and  reprefema‘:  ve,  rt  whom 
we  all  have,  finned,  {Rom.  v.  1 2.)  we  all,  I  uy,  by  our 
natural  birth,  and  as  long  as,  we  continued  in  a  ftate  of 
nature,  deferred,  lay  ejpofrd  snto,  and  were  vender  a 
lawfeotence  of  the  wrarh  of  God,  which  then  abode 
upon  os.  {John  This  was  the  cafe  of  every 

one  of  us,  Jews,  as  well  as,  and  equally  with  the 
Cent! Us ;  of  the  el<G  and  called  of  God  among  both, 
as-  well  as  of  others,  there  being  uo  difference  by  nature 
between  us  and  the  reft  of  mankind. 

4  But,  O  matchlefc,  furpnftng,  aod  affeGing  grace  I 
the  infinitely  holy  and  bleffed  God,  inftead  of  taking 
vengeance  upon  us  for  aty  this,  as  was  reafooably  to  be 
expeGed,  has  gone  into  a  quite  contrary  courfe,  becaufe 
he,  who  is  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  delights  nr  mer¬ 
cy,  (2  Cor.  i.  3.  and  Micah  vii.  18.)  .whofe  riches  of 
mercy  arc  mold  excellent  and  abundant,  ineihaeftable 
and  overflowing,  to  pity,  help,  andTave  finfnl  and  mi* 
ferablc  creatures,  and  to  enrich  them  with  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  his' mercies;  this  God,  without  any  thing  in 
us  to  induce  him  to  it,  has  from  alt  .eternity  let  his  love 
in  a  peculiar  manner  upon  us,  whom  he  has  chofen  and 
called/  deigning  therein  to  blefio*  with  all  fpiritual 
bleffings  in  heavenly  places  10  Chrift,.  {Chap.  i.  3,  4.) 

5  In  this  wonderful  love,  with  which  be  of  his  own 

fovereign 

t.  e.  ;  .  ’ 

have  it  hrw,  which  would  Indeed  make  th t 
apoftte  guilty  of  a  netdkft  uatolpgy s  for 
ineir  had been  folty  etpref- 

Jed  in  the  former  part  ofthcTnft;  but  «h 
tbde  p  dirges  agree  Set  exprdfing  what  belongs 
to  the  torture  of  the  peffrnt  to  whom  it  is 
applied;  -And  when  weave  fajdtobc  by  na- 
turt  tkt  thUdf?*  vf  yrAthy  the  word  (rut**) 
children  hi.  to  primary  lenft,  hmpecuiiirie- 
femtcc  to  wtl  i  and*  ih~>*  It  is  Jbmetmes- 
nlcd  in  'i  b&er  C^qi£^tion^  it  bat  t  nfpcG 
to  befog'Jomc way  or  ocher  far*;  .aod  u  the 
ipefih  ririte  the  word,  aid  ieM  Vifat 
which  ytfid  i/WWAflpeieof 


$  £ftn  wftea 
»c 

NO 

•  if  we  confulhbefcnptore-ufeofthe  term 
If  maturt  we  foall  Jmd,  t  bet  when  it  is 

applied  to  God,  it  relate .  to  *(h«  he  «  { fvrtf} 

*  -iy^kfovtit  nature  **&  ptrftftwnf;  io  opposition 
to.all  fiUft^ada,  Oil,  iv,  8.  ;  and  when  ap* 
plied  10  nvijf  it  referee  leMier  to  what  It- 
ftiiindm  tbereareof/fa  Jrjfa  of  nature  (;w») 
io  niro.hinrt,  that  due&s  uidfcxrites  them  to 
4a  tie  tbhg*  cwtoroed  in  /fa'  Arw,  4*  In  Rom, 
ii,  >4>  or  to  wh«  they  are  in  /fair  uaimt 
hr  bf  flirfr*  as  when  the  in  ag- 

pofkkm  to ■  he  tortnaat*pr  ivtttger  of  the  Jnust 
s=c  fpoken  of  as  the  uEia*trett  whidf  u  wild 

fy  itaturt)  (*cl1k  fwgp^aftd  as  tbh  BDrircuw-  .  m _ 

eiiten  which  Is  by  nature  (**  rwwi) ik  opp b~  ciutircn;(?m'\,  if 7pbftito£6i  ang- 
to  the  ^rwttby  nature  (fww,)  Theft,  I  tberlwf  rditcs  and 

fUki^y  ate  alt  the  places,  thtohefotc  foys,i*  fclytsia  die  Gr«k~itfsre,  itiidre*  if 

nij  (rfMwpvcrer  ofynt)  Where  the  term  fy  *d*  mttuii  he  ftdtiSMhavc  datteli  with 

tun  ortyrsi  .either  m  the  OM  or  New  Tefla-  -  ■ ..  -* 

jnen^r  ind  thrreifi  DOfli 

thdSt,  that  if  erer  ftjoin  ^  # _  _ _  ^ ,.T_ ... 

fraBUt*  or  tufom&ry  pr<fiUc?y  ai  &me  would,  a/iatMfiffy  btrtL 


Ch-n. 


7%e  Epiftlc  to  the  Ephf.si  a  vs  paraphra/ed. 


3*9 


w  war  dead  m 
fins,  hath  ^sic¬ 
kened  us  t<jg«hcr 
v.hh  Chr:!k,  <by 
ye  arc  fa- 

icdj) 


€  And  halh 
mi  fed  su  up  toge¬ 
ther,  and  make 
u  lit  together  hi 
heavenly  ptMts 
mC'hrift  Jdfus* 


7  That  in  the 
ages 


fovereigu  wiil  and  good  plea  fit  re  has  loved  us#  even 
when  we  Jews  as  well  as  G entiles t  mie  as  much  as  a- 
not  her,  were  in  fuch  forlorn,  wrcichcd,  and  defperare 
clrcum  (lances,  as  to  be  dead  in  fin,  and  So  hclplcfs* 
hopdcf3,  and  loaihfome  in  our  fallen  (hire  ;  He  even 
then  iniufed  into  ns  a  principle  of  fpiritunl  1  i i V ,  apt!  re* 
covered  us  to  u  Rate  of  favour  with  himfdf,  tri  which 
his  life,  by  virtue  of  our  union  with  (Thrill,  and  in 
conformity  to  him,  and  together  with  him,  (See  the  note 
on  chap*  i,  19,  20.}  O  aiboniftring  in  Ranee  of  the  free 
love  of  God  +  !  and  that  particularly  to  thofe  of  the 
ttcntilc~fQTX  among  you,  that  he  Humid  quicken  you* 
and  thereby  deliver  you,  as  well  as  us  of  the  Jews*  from 
all  the  fin  and  mifcry  into  which  ye  were  fo  deeply 
plunged,  and  fhould  bring  you  into  a  Rate  of  favour 
with  himfelf,  and  give  you  a  title  eq,  the  beginnings 
and  earned,  fortMaftes  and  fecuritics  of  the  whole  of 


that  fdtvaiicn  which  is  in  Chriji  Jefus-  with  eternal  gh* 
ry,  {1  Tim.  ii.  10*) 

6  Aiid  as  God  the  Father  raifed  up  Chrift  to  glory, 
and  fet  him  at  his  own  right-hand  in  heavenly  places, 
fo  he  has  already  raifed  cs  up,  both  Jews  and  C entiles 
together,  without  tliltin&ion  in  himf  as  our  head  and 
reprefentative  * ;  and  has  already  made  us  to  fit  toge¬ 
ther  in  the  heavenly  manfions  in  hmy  who  has  taken 
poffeflion  of  them,  as  a  forerunner  and  public  perfon  for 
us }  and  fo  wc  are  complete,  though  not  in  ourfelves, 
yet  reprefentatively,  as  comprehended  in  him,  who  is 
our  covenant-head;  and  we  are  hereby  nffured,  that  in 
due  time  we  Hull  certainly  fit  in  heavenly  places  in  our 
own  perfons  together  wilh  Chrift  jsfus,  with  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  with  all  the  faints. 

7  All  which  God  has  done  to  this  vert'  end  and  nur~ 

pofe, 


NOTES. 


+  As  the  apnfllc  was  himfclf  rmK-h  affix* 
tc<\  tvitU  the  mercy  of  God  to  the  GctrtiUs, 
and  wji;  gradually  introducing  his  defi^o  of 
particularly  enlarging  v,po;.  that  fubjeft  which 
lie  n>oft  direflly  and  profeflcdly  caters  upon, 
ver*  1 1,  and  comtimcj  to  the  end  of  riiLp,  ill* 
that  he  mis-br  rhe  more  their  heir: s  with 
U ;  lb  in  the  rim  gf  \m  though  is  00  the  riches 
of  GocT&  f^ract  hi  the  u-how  of  fi!vation  to 
alt  that  ate  made  partakers  of  it,  he  r-itr n 
Witer  mingle*  application*  of  it  tn  a  fpurld 
manner  to  the  Ge*tikss  w  he  f«tns  to  do 
here  \  hut  to  flw  thar  the  JUlvauon  of  the 
y«pf  vfl*  alfo  as  entirely  of  grace,  he  in* 
r hides  them,  as  like  ohjcfls  of  it,  ver,  7- 
Tvhtre  lie  eiprehes  ti  by  the  rvrtt£-"£  t 
fi/  tit  iu  tindztfi  lev# nf  j  11*  t  //  r* 

CtTifi)  til-i  rtfeieacc  tu  ull  rival  JiijlI 


been  laid  before  about  irT  as  equally  extended 
to  both  fnrrs  of  believer*. 

'*  It  is  iheobfrivaLiou  of  Hvcral  jnditWT^ 
divines,  that  the  ai'oi'fe  id  the  pKcxtdht* 
Tcrfe  f|K^5c$  of  mir  hchtp  q^srheted  ftgtiirir 
\L>:th  Chrijl^  but  hereof  ot.r  being  nile'i  up 
UuieiLier,  and  m  htaveniy  phivs  tojs^ 

thtr  in  {.'ffri/i*  (fk  Sr^tj  whkh 
mir  beinii  r d  -S.c,  b*  Crr'::h  from  t*ur 
btinp  write nsA  ■**-: f*r  hrm  y  ihcWsi 
-fr*  r«.hitj4  to  w  ha',  is  i*l intTsly  dotit  m, 
or  upim  find  c*i«-c  14  nifm^  t:;,  tip,  «i  s.>; 
il  c\:x  littiivj;  in  bcj^trjy  r.i  ”  le'jttfj.  not 
io  wV.Jit  s.'i  dntsc  tn  m'  np-»n  n*,  ii»:t 

lo  wh  ilonu:  in  t>r  T;'"  as  ^ur 

Iliad  :iik!  Tron  ic mai; vi't  ;  r  -i,  'I 

vucli  In*  u'-dvrO*-’^ 

in  .f  ,i%r 
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Fniflht  Ihew  ihe 
CKre^ding  rkfit* 
of  hi*  fw,  jn 
bit  kindntis  tfj- 
uanjs  it%  they 
Cbriti  Jdiit. 
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.Ch*  iu 


B  Per  by 
ptt'Vi:  j  hro 

fai.L  ;  a;*<L  that 
uncut 

j/  :V  ihc  gift  of 
GvtL; 


p  Not  cf 
Uft  a* 
xy  (bjulci 

wi  f 


pofe,  that  in  all  fucc ceding  ages  of  this  world  he  might 
let  forth  an  illuftrious  pattern,  pledge,  and  earned  of 
the  tranfeendeut  excellence  and  fuper' abounding  fultuTs 
of  his  free  favour,  which  he  will  tnanifcft  tinder  the 
gofpel-difpeiifation,  both  to  Gentiles  and  Jeivst  as  it 
has  been  exemplified  in  atls  of  fpeciai  goodnefs,  and 
endearing  kindneft  towards  us  of  both  forts,  through 
the  perfon,  merit,  arid  mediation  of  Jefus  Clirift,  our 
only  Saviour,  for  the  encouragement  of  all  forts  of 
tinners,  which  JbaU  hereafter  believe  or  him  to  life  ever- 
Lifting,  (i  Tim.  i.  |6.) ;  And  hi$  further  defign  here¬ 
in  was,  that  he  might  for  ever  demonftrate  and  difplav 
the  fuper-eminent  glory  of  his  grace  in  all  its  fulneft, 
and  with  the  brighreft  evidence  in  the  world  to  come ; 
when  all  its  riches  in  every  imaginable  inftance  of  his 
peculiar  and  diftinguifhing  frieudftiip towards  us,  thro51 
Jefus  Chrift,  wili  lhine  with  the  highelt  lultre,  and  be 
hid  out  with  tbe  greateft  profufion  upon  us,  together 
with  all  his  children,  to  make  up  the  glory  and  blef- 
fednefs  of  the  heavenly  Hate,  which  is  coming  on,  to 
the  admiration,  joy,  and  praife  of  faints  and  angels, 
through  the  endltfs  ages  of  eternity, 

8  For,  as  I  hinted  above,  [yer.  5.)  the  whole  of  youc 
falvation,  who  were  Gentiles ,  as  well  as  oura  who 
were  Jews*  is  from  fir  ft  to  la  ft,  entirely  a  free  and  un¬ 
deserved  gift  $  it  is  all  owing  merely  to  tbe  good-will 
and  favour  of  God,  that  any  of  you  are  interefted  in 
the  feveral  forementioned  ble  flings  of  a  fpiritual  and 
eternal  falvation,  which  are  conveyed  to  you  through 
faith,  not  by  any  virtue  in  itfelf,  but  as  the  means  of 
Godfs  own  appointment,  whereby  ye  received  Chrift, 
and  relied  alone  on  him  for  all  falvation,  that  the  ho¬ 
nour  cf  it  may  be  referved  entirely  to  his  grace,  (Rent. 
iv.  1  f>.)  And  this  faith  itfelf,  as  well  as  every  other 
benefit  which  is  brought  home  and  applied  by  it,  is  not 
the  product  of  any  natural  principle  in  yourfelves,  nor 
of  your  own  good  difpofitipns,  or  of  the  power  of  yonr 
own  free-will,  or  of  any  improvement  that  yc  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  making  of  the  gofpel  itfelf  j  but  it  is  all  the 
tree  gift  of  God,  who,  of  his  own  fovereign  will  and 
pleafure,  gracioufly  wrought  it  hi  you  by  the  power  of 
bis  Spirit ;  ye  having  believed  through  grace*  (A£ts 
xviii.  27.)  and  ir  being  given  to  you  in  the  behalf  of 
Cbrijl ,  to  believe  on  him,  (Phil,  i.  29.) 

9  Neither  the  falvation  itfelf^ Trior  tbe  faith  whereby 
ye  are  made  partakers  of  it,  is  owing  to  any  good 
works  done  hv  you,  as  tbe  meritorious  or  moving  caufe 
of  it:  As  there  was  certainly  nothing  of  tb3i  kind  to 

be 


Ob  ii> 


to  For  ware 
ImwoilmaQfhipt 
treated  ui  ChuA 
Jdits  onto  good 
work^urhtchGod 
hath  before  or* 
dainttL  that  ue 
ftiould  uraLk  in 
the  m. 


it  Wherefore 
itmemhcrihatyc 
U':kj  in  time  pall 
(ientib  in  the 
tirfhwho  are  cal 1- 
nl  UJidiCdmri* 
fon  by  that 
which  is  called 
(he  eirriimcrtion 
in  the  fkili 
iy  hsods ; 
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be  found  among  the  Genti/e-part  of  you,  to  induce  the 
great  and  holy  God  to  Ihew  fuch  hi^h  favour  to  you, 
who  in  violation  of  the  light  and  law  of  nature  prac- 
tifed  all  abominable  Iniquities,  {/Jam*  j*  16, — 32  )  fo 
there  was  nothing  to  engage-  God’s  love  and  kinduefs 
among  the  Jewijb  part  of  you,  who,  in  contt ad t£l ton 
to  the  clearer  light,  and  higher  obligations  of  fuperna- 
tural  revelation,  bad  fhamefrlly  perverted  and  rranfgref* 
fed  the  law  of  Mofes  in  numberlcfs  inftances,  (fee  Itmn* 
chap.  iL  and  iii,)  Gut  God  has  manifcfttd  bis  grace  in 
your  refpeflive  recovery  from  rhefc  guilty  and  deplora¬ 
ble  circumftances,  that  all  pretences  might  be  equally 
cut  off  from  one  and  the  other  of  you,  as  if  it  were 
owing  to  any  work*  of  righieoufnefs  performed  by  you, 
(2  Tim .  i.  9*  and  Tit*  ili.  5.}  left  any  one  among  you 
fhould  be  fo  vaiir-glorious,  as  to  take  a  (hare  of  that  ho* 
nour  to  himfelf  which  belongs  to  God  alone,  (1  Cort 
i-  29,  30,  3 1.)  or  fhould  vaunt  and  glory  in  himfelf,  as 
if  he  bad  done  fomething  to  render  him  worthy  of 
mercy,  {Rwn*  iiu  27-  and  iv.  2 «}  which  indeed  in  this 
wretched  flate  of  things  was  abfolurely  inipoflible. 

to  For  all  of  us,  whether  Jevts  or  Gentiles  ^  were 
fo  faT  from  having  done  any  works  fpirituaily  good, 
previous  to  our  converfion,  that  every  thing  ot  that 
kind  is  the  effect  and  confluences  and  not  the  cavfe  of 
the  grace  of  God  towards  us,  who  as  believers  and 
faints,  to  allude  to  the  fine  compofirion  of  a  poem% 
arc  3  curious  piece  of  God*s  forming  by  a  fpe- 
cial  operation  of  his  infinite  wifdom,  as  well  as  al* 
mighty  power,  anfwerabje  to  that  by  which  he  at 
fidt  brought  forth  the  beautiful  and  harmonious  fabric 
of  this  world  out  of  a  con fu fed  chaos  :  We  were  there¬ 
by  created  anew  in  Chrift  jefus,  and  by  virtue  derived 
from  him,  as  the  head  of  our  recovery,  unto  the  bring¬ 
ing  forth  of  all  the  good  works  that  are  now  found  with 
u$,  which  we  were  utterly  incapable  of  before;  but 
which  God,  in  his  eternal  fchevrie  of  falvation  chofe  us 
to,  {chap*  i.  4.)  and  which  in  theccmnfds  of  his  will, 
and  by  a  work  of  preventing  grace,  he  prepared  us  for, 
£Yfonroft«tf<m}  that  we,  as  new  creatures,  might  Jive  \n 
the  practice  of  them,  and  perfevere  therein  to  the  end* 
11  Now  therefore,  to  apply  this  in  a  particular  man¬ 
ner  to  the  Gentile-con  verts  among  you,  that  ye  may 
be  kept  humble,  ami  deeply  affeded  with  all  the  ama- 
zing  grace  which  has  been  extended  to  you,  I  befeech 
you  to  call  ro  mind,  and  feriouily  reflect  upon  your 
former  deplorable  Hate  and  condition,  namely,  that 
before  Cbrift  and  the  gofp'jl  were  made  knvv/n  to  you, 

yc 
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1%  That  at 
that  lime  ye  were 
v  it  bout  Chrift, 
fc;»“  aliens  from 
the  common  - 
wealth  of  I'taef, 
and  Grangers 
from  the  covi> 
nmtsof  promile, 
having  no  hope, 
and  without  God 
la  the  world , 


ye  were  idolatrous  heathens,  wallowing  In  all  the  de* 
ftlements  of  spoliate  nature,  and  deflit  ute  even  of  the 
ordinance  of  circumcinon,  which  by  God'f  appoint¬ 
ment  was  an  external  fign  and  token  of  a  covenant- 
in  ter  eft  in  him,  and  of  the  renovation  of  the  heart, 
(Cm.  xvii,  ro,  and  Dcut,  xxx*  rt.)  and  was  to  the  belie¬ 
ving  JJraeitUSy  a  fiat  uf  the  rightc  aufnefs  <f faith ,  (Asm, 
jv.  ii,)  and  ye  not  only  were,  but  ftili  are,  fpoken  of 
.in  a  way  of  contempt  and  reproach  by  the  cafnal 
as  an  micireumeifed  people,  that  have  nothing  to  do 
with  God’s  gracioQS  covenant,  or  any  of  us  privileges 
or  means  of  falvation:  Ye  arc  thus  fpoken  of  by  thofe 
that  pHde  themfclves  in  being  deemed  the  circumcifcd 
people  of  God,  as  having  that  diftingui thing  mark  u- 
pon  their  bodies,  which  was  made  by  the  hands  of 
men,  but  which  to  the  unbelieving  Jews  is  only  cir- 
cumcifion  in  the  flefti,  in  dHtin£tion  from  that  which 
is  wrought  in  the  heart,  without  human  hands,  by  the 
lied y  Spirit*  [Cob  ii.  1 1 .} 

12  I  intreat  you  to  remember,  that  all  a  long,  during 
your  ftate  of  Gemtiifm  and  unregencracy,  ye  really 
were  feparare  from  Chrift,  's*)  ar  having  no 

knowledge  of,  cr  faith  in,  the  only  Saviour,  or  any  vi¬ 
tal  union  or  communion  with  him,  or  any  claim  lo 
the  ble flings  of  the  gofpel,  that  are  parch  afed,  re¬ 
vealed,  and  brought  in  by  him  ;  Ye  alfo  then  were  fo¬ 
reigners  to  all  the  peculiar  external  privileges,  facred  as 
well  as  civil,  that  belonged  to  the  viftble  church  of  the 
Jew*}  (Rom,  ix.  q*)  and  to  all  the  internal  fpecialblef- 
fings  that  pertained  xo  the  true  Ifiaelites  among  them  ; 
ye  having  at  that  time  no  relation  to  them,  or  union 
and  fdiowftiip,  or  right  of  citizenfhip  with  them,  as  a 
religious,  any  more  than  a  political  body  \  and  fo  were 
far  from  God,  and  from  all  fpi ritual  life  and  happinefs ; 
And  ye  were  excluded,  like  (bangers,  from  the  pale  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  f,  which,  in  oppofuion  to  the 

covenant 


N  0 

*  Unrirctrinafion  and  di  are  here 

put  for  the  tMcitainu’fcd  ^nd  tflic  circttmciftd* 
as  thry  manifcftly  arc  m  Rona.  ii.  itf*  (Sec 
the  note  tFicrc*) 

t  Cbrtjl  uas  the  promife  of  the  OJJ 
Tc[la*Tcnf,  a*  he  was  thiirafWiand  by  the 
fivd  of  the  viftflLii:,  sotl  the  fei  of  Abraham, 
tftht  tribe  of  T Uriah,  attd  of  tkef amity  of 
?  fud-as  all  the  o'her  prom  ills  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace  were  fu  rain'd  up  and  center¬ 
ed  in  this,  they  arc  fp^fcen  of  here,  and  A£ls 
I',  jc.  and  si:*  17,  autl  xiii.  31*  And  x%vu  tf, 
7*  and  Rom*  jv*  14,  it.  and  Gal*  ili*  17,  13, 
in  tkt firptfar  luimfccr,  as  if  they 


r  £  s, 

were  but  one  pmmife  :  flat  as  this  promifc 
was  iff ued  rmt  under  various  editinnt  and  eiv* 
isrgerficnts  at  fcvtrj  period,  vjz*  to  Abrt> 
bam^  and  lo  Mm  arut  hi?  and  after  the 
giving  the  law,  it  is  CiiJed  and  Rt?iT* 
U.  4*  (fee  the  note  ihrrc)  in  ihtpfaraJ  Hig¬ 
her  the  MVtm,  tho*  for  fLibftancc  h  wss 
one  and  the  fame  covenant,  which  confiUed 
of  many  promties,  or  was  all  made  vp  of 
frte  and  gracious  promutj,  in  opposition  tt» 
the  covenant  of  works  ;  and,  among  other** 
that  covenant  of  pnniifc  which  war 
whh  Ahfik4mt  and  had  the  fign  of  cheum- 
vifion  annexed  tu  ir,  it  by  no  means  to  he 

cxciu 
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t  3  Bat  nov  in 
Chrift  Jefiis,  y*7 
who  fbtndimc^ 
Jjf  lire  far  olT,  are 
made  nigh  by  the 
blood  of  ChrUtf 


t4  For  he  is 
our  pare,  who 
hath  made  both 
one*  and  baih 
hmfcen  down  the 
middle  wait  of 
partition  between 
0! ; 


covenant  of  works,  confifts  of  many  exceeding  great 
and  piecious  prormfes*  that  were  delivered  with  van* 
pus  enlargements  in  the  publication  of  them  at  differ¬ 
ent  times,  and  all  centered  in  Chnft  am!  tilvation  by 
him,  in  whom  ail  nations  were  to  be  blefled,  (Gen* 
xxii.  18.  and  xxvi*  4.)  ;  and  being  in  thefe  mifcrable, 
helplefs,  and  abandoned  cirtumftances,  ye  neither  had, 
nor  could  have  any  (olid,  rational,  or  well-grounded 
hope  of  deliverance  from  deferved  wrath,  much  lets 
of  a  glorious  refurreflion  of  the  body,  and  an  inheri* 
tance  of  eternal  life  \  yea,  with  refpefl  to  the  know* 
ledge,  belief  and  fear,  worfhip  and  profeflion  of  the 
only  true  God,  ye  really  were  practical  and  fpeculativt 
atheifts,  (a5«*)  and  Jived,  as  fuch,  after  the  courfc  of 
this  world,  {v?r.  a.)  and  in  all  parrs  of  the  earth- where- 
ever  ycur  lot  was  cad  j  and  confequentiy,  ye  then  bad 
no  fpiritua!  communion  with  him,  or  gracious,  com¬ 
munications  from  him  ;  ye  neglefting  him,  and  being 
neple&ed  by  him,  while  ye  worfhip  pc  d  and  ferved  on¬ 
ly  them  that  are  by  nature  m  gods*  (Gal*  ir«  8*) 

13  But  now,  unworthy  as  ye  were,  and  unlikely  to 
find  mercy,  ye,  through  the  a  iton  idling  difpenfation  of 
divine  condefeenfion  and  gracp,  are  brought  into  a  (pe¬ 
dal  relation  and  union  to  Chnft,  the  only  Saviour,  by 
means  of  the  gofpel,  and  through  faith  in  him;  fo  that 
ye,  who  in  the  days  of  your  former  nnregeneracy  were 
m  a  perifhtng  (late,  far  from  God,  (Pf+  Ixxtii.  7j  )  and 
far  from  Chrift,  and  from  bis  church  and  covenant, 
and  from  all  good  hope  of  falvation,  (t ter*  12;)  are  re¬ 
covered  to  a  date  of  friendfhip  with  God,  and  of  inti¬ 
mate  communion  with  him  and  with  his  church,  and 
to  a  humble  hope  and  confidence  in  him,  according  to 
his  covenant,  into  which  he  has  taken  you  through 
the  merit  and  application  of  the  atoning  blood  of  Chrift+ 

14  For  he  is  the  great  and  only  peace-maker,  medi¬ 
um,  ami  center  of  union  between  God  and  us  and  one 
another,  whether  we  he  believing  Jews  or  Gentiles  t 
And  our  reconciliation  to  God  and  each  other,  after  all 


the  variance  that  has  been  between  hitn  and  us,  and  be¬ 
tween  us  among  ourfelves,  is  brought  about  alone  hy  him, 
who  has  united  the  believers  of  both  thefe  two  grand 
divi lions  of  people  into  one  church  or  fold  under  him- 
felf,  as  their  great  Shepherd,  (John  x*  16.)  and  has  ce¬ 
mented  them  together  in  heart  and  affection,  as  one.fa- 


N  0  T  Ep 


inily, 


t^rludHj  hirt  frfms  rather  tn  be  [wrticuhdv  a«vi  the  external  token  of  tbeir  vifiU;  onve- 
relerrej  to,  Ikrjufe  the  ^pnOk  jufl  be-  to  God,  ia  which  t be  Cc^tU 4 

jure  been  fpeaki«*j  r£j  which  l^meily  haul  110  ihitv  or  inureft- 

i  peculiar  Qf  the  ehtiu'h  of 
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roily,  or  myftical  body,  that  are  partakers  of  the  fame 
privileges  by  the  gofpel,  {Gal.  iii.  a8,  29.)  And  as 
there  was  a  wall  of  feparatioo  in  the  temple,  under  the 
Old  Teftameot-occonomy,  between  the  court  of  ffrtul 
and  the  court  of  the  Gentiles*  which  admitted  the  for¬ 


mer  to,  and  excluded  the  latter  from,  a  near  accefs  to 
God  to  the  holy  place ;  and  as  this  wall  was  emblema¬ 
tical  of  the  ceremonial  law,  which  kept  the  Jews  and 
Gentiles  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  and  the  Gentiles 
at  a  diftance  from  God,  Chrift  has  now  demolifhed  cr 
taken  away  that,  and  every  other  mark  of  diftindlion 
and  diftance  between  us,  who  are  of  different  nations 
by  introducing  a  better  and  more  extenfive  dtfpenfaiion 
of  grace,  wherein  believing  Gentiles  are  allowed  to 
make  as  near  accefs  to  God,  and  to  be  partakers  of  all 
the  privileges  of  his  fanttuary,  (which  was  typical  of 
the  gofpel-church)  as  fully  as  tbs  believing  Jews. 
biflJda1?eb£  *5  He  bas  done  th  is,  as  having  by  his  crucifixion  in 
fltlb  the  comity,  the  fldh,  £w-  i  (5*)  fulfilled,  and  fo  pus  an  end  to,  va- 
rw»  the  bw  of  cared  and  difaoulled  the  force,  and  taken  away  the  o- 
b%at'on  any  longer  obferving  that  *,  which  had  c- 
■unettt,  for  to  ventually  proved  the  occafion  and  caufe  of  the  mod  in- 
mate  in  hioifiif,  veterate  animofity  and  hatred,  oppofition  and  conten- 
™  * -ne  t'00*  with  regard  both  to  fpiritual  and  temporal  con- 

king  peace.  cems,  between  the  jnxss  and  u  entiles  ^  even  the  cere¬ 
monial  law*  which  was  a  fyttem  of  ppfitive  precept*, 
coofifting  of  abundance  of  ritual  institutions,  that  in 
themfdves  were  o£  an  indifferent  nature,  and  were  o- 
Wigatory  to  the  only  by  virtue  of  a  divine  com¬ 

mand-  Chrift,  I  £iy,  has  abolifhed  thefe  by  his  death, 
to  the  end  that,  as  the  great  head,  in  whom  all  things 
were  to  he  gathered  in  one,  {chap*  i.  to.)  he  might 
unite  both  thefe  diftant  parties  to  each  other  ;  aod  that 
he  might  make  out  of  both  one  church,  formed  as  new 


creatures*  according  to  the  image  of  God  by  the  re* 
newing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  framed  together  for 

gofpcl- 

N  0  T  E. 


*  The  rtnet/f,  figm&c*  tbc  confe  of 

by  ■  irfcioJ  mcumjiBy*  which  put*  f£e 
qftif  for  tbecoa/e*  jb  Kke  maimer  a*  thrift* 
who  h  the  procuring  caul!*,  ihc  uflhor,  the 
maker,  and giver  of  peace,  «u  called  in  the 
preceding  verfc  peace  ^  and  (o  liy  Aces* 

ndty  it  mciht  tht  wriwuia/  ubich  was 

JU  a  wall  ortCFaralioo  liecwccn  Jews  and  Gen* 
tilts*  and  in  the  next  words  is  filled  tht  law 
vf  f0Etwff*4nfrfj  contained  in  ardiaaieci*  by 
way  of  lUftinftion  from  the  moral  Lx irt  that 
great  rule  of  righseoufiicO,  which,  as  foth, 
wither  was,  nor  caBbeaboiiOied,  as  the  apo* 
file  fry*  thU  U at  is.  Ao d  in  ihc  parallel  c 
pillle  10  the  Oi!aOiii»T  febp.  ii.  14,  n5f  1 7,) 
this  iXranoaiaJ  k«  is  called  the  ha/td-w  riling 


ttf  ordinances*  Ce>  hr  as  tJiey  related  to 
axA  driitht*  rew'twous  and  wiy-dtiy j, 
were  a  Jhadow  cf  thirds  tv  ct^n\  the  iridj  \>f 
■which  u  Cbrijl ,  And  (lib  was  the  law,  th_; 
occaftoned  :he  moft  bitter  enmity  between  the 
Jews  and  Gentiles*  as  it  was  zeaLoufly  coo^ 

tended  (br  by  One,  and  violently  opposed  by 

tht  other,  and  kept  up  fueh  a  diftinc^i 
and  difference  between  them  as  made  rhe^i 
refute  tht  offices  of  common  rivithy  tocac^ 
other,  wliidi  was  carted  f.o  iuch  a  \% 

imcharitibtcneft  among  the  casual  yeysn- 
gainfi  the  poor  Gemih i,  art  ctcn  Xnfirkd  tie 
apefttei  to fycak  to  the  Gtmttcx  that  they  tt  j  * 
befmitd*  1  Tbefll  iL  id. 
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gofpel-worftup  and  new  obedience)  and  equally  parta¬ 
kers,  by  a  new  conftitution  under  him,  of  all  the  blc£» 
Gags  that  pertain  to  the  kingdom  of  grace  in  this  world 
and  kingdom  of  glory  in  that  which  is  to  come.  In 
this  manner  h;  has  brought  about  an  entire  harmony 
and  friendship  between  believers  of  alt  nations  among 
tbemfelves,  as  one  fpiritual  body,  they  being  united  by 
faith  and  Jove  to  him,  and  to  one  another  in  and  thro’  him. 
is  And  th*t  1 6  And  that  he  might  not  only  bring  jev/s  and  Cen- 

k-V'&k reco"'  tiles  into  a  ftste  of  fpiritual  and  holy  friendship  and 
CoS  to  one  body  communion  one  with  another ;  hut  might  Iikewife  make 
by  'b<  h**  up  the  great  controvcrfy  that  lay  between  God  and  each 

oft*  thoeby  *kefe  Parties,  on  aecount  of  their  tranfgrelfions  of  the 
law,  which  they  refpeftively  were  under,  and  might 
bring  believers  of  both  forts,  without  any  further  di- 
ftjn&ion  of  nations,  into  a  ftate  of  peace  and  favour 
with  God  in  one  church,  or  myflicaj  body,  of  which 
Chrifl  is  the  head  +,  he  has  reconciled  them  to  him  by 
virtue  of  his  fufferings  on  the  croft,  -when  his  ownfc(f 
bore  our  Jini  in  his  own  body. on  the  tree  ;  and  once  jvffer~ 
ed  for  fas,  the  jujl  for  the  unju/i,  that  he  might  bring  its 
to  Cod,  (i  Fet>  ii-  34.  and  iii.  18.)  he  having  thereby 
not  only  taken  away  the  ground  of  enmity  that  had 
fo  tong  fubfifted  between  Jews  and  Gentiles ,  by  abo- 
lifliing  rhe  ceremonial  law,  but  having  alfo  taken  anvay 
jin  by  the  Sacrifice  (f.himftjf,  which  had  made  the  breach 
between  Cod  and  them  feveraily,  and  bad  call  him  and 
them  into  a  ftate  of  enmity  to  each  other. 

Ja  A preachnd  *7  And  in  purfuit  of  this  great  and  blefled  defign, 
p mrt  to  y«u  that  it  might  be  effectual  to  both  thefe  parties  of  men, 
*!iich  »ne  afar  he  came  in  the  rniniftry  of  his  fervants  after  bu^fben* 
w  •'h'”  hon  to  heaven,  and  by  the  powerful  operation  of  bis 
*  "  Spirit,  and  publiflied  the  glad  tidings  of  reftored  peace 
and  friendlhip  to  thofe  of  you  that  were  Gentiles  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  and- as  fuch  were  far  from  God,  and 
Chriit,  and  the  covenant  of  protnifes,  and  far  from  a- 
liy  good  hope  toward  God,  and  from  a  ftate  of  favour 
with  him,  (ver,  13.)  And  he  made  rhis  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  effetlual  to  the  falvatton  of  thofe  believers  * 

of 


NOTES. 

-f-  Ta  otic  hid y  may  relate  either  b  ChrffTs  “  lie  reconciled  in  the  body  of  hie  fldh  tbro' 
t+tjiicrd  badjt  the  rhut(i>7  of  which  he  is  head,  *l  death,  to  pidtftt  you  holy  and  unUdnc* 
ti  *m  Qilcdy  Go),  u  i&*  with  rctird  to  which  **  able  and  uarcprovcablcfn  hUfight.”  And 
'liquid  of  allbelic vers,  that  heUx  many,  tUj  astheepUUe  ;o  the  Cofof&an*  i*  Jirnitar  t<> 
arc  cue  body  ta  Cbrifi^  dud  every  \ne  ntfwrWj  this  and  calls  great  light  upon  if,  we  are  na- 
wc  of  av&£hert  (k^m,  *ii.  5.)  or  it  m  w  rc-  tttnlly  led  to  take  in  both  tbefdcota 
late  to  the  natural  Wi  of  with  regard  *  Jfy  them  that  were  afar  qf  is  undoubted* 

to  ttoicli  faid,  (Col.  i*  xr ,  ix  }  Yc  that  ly  n;e.mt  the  Gtntito  before  their  couvcrfion, 
tl  were  feme  time  aJimutcd,  ajid  ensures  in  a*  they  had  been  deferibed  under  this  ebarac- 
*  wur  grinds  by  wicked  works  yet  now  hp*  ttr>  ver*  IX,  13*  and,  in  opposition  toihcfr, 

b 


396  Ep$k  to  the  Ephesians paraphrafed.  Ch.  ir. 

of  the  JerotJh  nation,  who  had  the  gofpel  of  peace 
preached  to  them  j  and  -Co,  without  diftin&ion  of  na¬ 
tions,  he  has  brought  feme  of  both  forts  info  t  (tare  of 
peace  and  fricndlliip  with  God  and  one  another,  they 
being  all  one  in  Chrift  without  any  difference. 

»8Fv»  't.ivt-l.  For  fuck  is  the  efficacy  of  Ch rift’s  death,  and  of 

hinmb^hbnc  his  gofpel,  attended  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  to- 
»  >«*  b|  one  ward  linners  of  all  nations,  that  in  his  name  and  thro’ 
Father  "nW>  **  mt(liation,  who  fpeaks  of  himfelf  as  the  door  of  en¬ 
trance,  and  the  way  to  the  Father,  {John  x.  p.  and  xiv. 
6.)  ail  of  us,  whether  we  be  believing  Je-wt  or  Gentiks^ 
have  equal  liberty  of  drawing  nigh  to  God,  and  coming 
to  him  by  faith  in  prayer,  and  in  every  other  (acred  or* 
di  nance,  and  are  introduced  like  favourites  into  his  gra¬ 
cious  prefence,  that  we  may  freely  poor  out  our  heart  3 
before  him,  and.  offer  up  our  addrefles  to  him  wi:h 
humble  confidence  of  being  heard  and  anfwered  ;  and 
fo,  according  to  the  febeme  of  gofpel-worfhtp,  anfwer- 
able  to  the  oeconomy  of  falvation,  we  have  this  com¬ 
fortable  accefs  into  the  holiefl  through  the  blood  of  Je- 
fns,  {Hib,  x.  19.)  by  the  guidance,  aid,  and  alfiftance  of 
one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  who  is  given  to  true  believers  of 
both  forts,  as  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplic-ition,  and  the 
fpirit  of  adoption,  to  encourage  and  enable  us  to  come  to 
God  the  Father,  as  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  and  as 
our  reconciled  God  and  Father  in  him.  {Horn.  viii.  15.) 
ip  Now  there*  *9  Mow  therefore,  ye  GentUe  believers,  being  rcccn- 
Cuk  yc  an  no  tiled  and  brought  nigh  to  God,  are  no  longer  (bankers 
“•“*  **”  an^  ***s  COTenant  °f  proroifes,  nor  aliens  from 

b«e  jeT*”"*  the  common-wealth  of  Ifrael \  and  from -the  privileg*.-s 
*«»*  Mb  ifce  of  their  church-ftate,  as  ye  formerly  were,  (ver.  12*} 
°J  but,  like  freemen  and  fellow -citizens  of  the  heavenly 
JerufaUnty  ye  are  now  entitled  to,  and  made  joint-pa?* 
takers  with  the  believing  Jews,  of  all  the  bleflings  that 
pertain  to  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  \  and  not  only 
io,  but  ye  are  brought  into  A  near  relation  to  God,  as 

domed  ic 


N  0 

ij  lb**  iht  wry  mj/',  ij  not  meant  them 
««■*  vtrr  msic  by  the  htt&4  <Shrifif  if 
tbtapoflk  bd  fpokc  oi  tfie  klfeving  G«- 
tiff* p  vcr.  1  bai  \U  uwsn:  of  the  Jrwtfk 
Mk,  vltrr.  on  acttmnt  of  their  Cilernal  rela¬ 
tion  00  God,  i*  bK  nfibk  clmr'-Ii,  were  ftU 
U*bc*p*epU  wrir  >#  A?w,  (PfM.  txWitj.  <4<) 
ra.vrdm£  to  thif  anttent  prophecy,  Ita. 
ltii.  ip  *btrr  God  fay r,  I  rretfc  the  fnrit 
of  ibe  tips  **  Peace  pcM  to  him  that  h  afar 
**  offl  Jfidto  hiii)  that  is  nci:/1  Chrift  in 
ktf  ptrfm!  naariftrf  came  to  rhe  Jc  vi,  who 
hy  raJbn  of  1  hew  vifd>?c  to  him,  a? 

die  God  an 1  Ring  of  are  exiled  n  hi* 

—  own,  10  vTAum  he  cuac,  and  his  ova  rc- 


T  E, 

**  reived  him  oof,"  (John  L  u.V;  w;d  ??m 
be'mg  to  oft  immdeUtely/<tfr  fo  tw  **jl  z 

tbf  hntjt  &f  Ifrarf,  r'Mjt,  xv.  1+*)  \ih  pertm.*. 
min iiiry  was  chiefly  o)d fined  to  them.  E-a: 
aa  the  apoftles  and  others  tri  hit  fervan** 
pri  ached  by  bis  coTtiimfHon,  and  in  his  nan;: 
and  flead,  <is  ntibafDulors  for  him,  a  Or. 

v.  tS,  19,  19,  So  he  m#y  be  fay  to  h*.c 
preached  to  Jew  $  and  Gotu.a  by  them,  m 
Like  manner  at  he  is  fiid  to  bare  prcicheEi !  l 
bt*  Spirit  to  tbc  old  worli  in  cbe  > 

of  Neabt  1  Peter  iii*  TW*b  whar  r-!; 
apofllr  calls  Ckrijl't  fotakia*  in  hbs,.  :  ti- 
xili.  3.  and  this  I  titc  to  b;  priflcp-l:y  -a* 
lended  iu  the  words  before  ui. 


Cb.  ii. 
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And  are 
MJt  upon  the 
vendat-ion  of  the 
Kotiks  and  pvo- 
;  Jcfus 

C'iirift  htoifclf 
btlnx  the  chief 
rarner-_/?Mtf ; 


domeftics  that  dwell  in  bis  houfe,  and  are  employed  in 
his  fervige  under  hb  fpccial  care,  and  as  children  of 
.your  heavenly  Father  by  regeneration  and  adoption,  and 
consequently  heirs  of  God  through  Chriji,  (Rom,  viii. 
17.  and  Cal.  iv,  7.} 

20  And  ye  are  Rill  more  clofely  united  to  ChFrft, 
and  to  God  in  him,  not  only  as  citizens  to  their  fare* 
reign,  and  as  cbildten  to  their  father  $  tot  as  a  build* 
ing  to  its  foundation,  which  is  another  figure  tinder 
which  the  church  of  Chrift  may  be  coniidered  in  its 
relation  to  him,  (1  Pet,  ii.  4,  5.)  who  is  a  fure  foun¬ 
dation,  which  God  himfelf  has  laid  in  Simt  befides 
which  no  man  can  lay  any  other,  but  which  is  minifies 
rially  laid  both  by  my  preaching,  (1  Cor .  Iii.  10,  1  i.)antt 
by  the  do&rine  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  as  mafter-buikl- 
ers,  under  Chrift,  in  the  New  Tcftarnent-difpenlarioo, 
(Aev.  xii.  14.)  as  it  alfo  has  been  in  the  writings  of  the 
antiem  prophets,  {Pf,  civjii.  22.  and  1/a,  uviii.  16.) 
which  teflify’d  of  Chrift,  ( John  v.  39*)  The  do&rine 
of  all  thefe  is  for  fubftan.ee  the  fame,  with  regard  to  e- 
tcrnal  life  and  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whq  is  not  on¬ 
ly  the  rock,  on  which  he  has  built  .his  church,  (Mutt. 
xvi.  1 8.)  j  but  is  aKb  the  principle  corner-  (tone,  which 
unites,  holds,  and  binds  together  both  believing  Jevn 
zndGentiles  in  himfelf  as  one  church,  and  gives  flrength, 
folidiry,  and  beauty  to  the  whole  fpiritual  edifice  that 
is  ere&cd  upon  him  *. 

21  In  union  with  whom,  and  by  virtue  derived  from 
him,  the  whole  fabric  of  the  utiiyerfal  church,  con* 

i-trher,  craweih  lifting  of  believing  Jews  and  Gentiles ,  and  every  tnem- 
“a,°  *rt  hc5r  ber  of  it,  being  placed  in  proper  order  for  the  dtfe  of 
the  whole,  riles  up  like  a  great  pile  of  living  materials 
into  a  fpiritual  building,  by  a  continual  addition  of  new 
converts,  and  by  a  further  growth  of  each  of  them, 
which  are  animated  and  influenced  by  their  living  foun¬ 
dation,  unto  the  compleating  of  a  ficied  temple ;  not 
like  that  of  (tones,  which  God  ordered  to  be  built  at 
Jeru/alemt  and  was  typical  of  this ;  Hut  a  temple  of  a 
fpiritual  nature,  even  his  church,  which  is  formed  by 
and  for  Chrift,  and  is  dedicated  to  him,  and  inhabited 
by  him,  who  is  the  Lord  of  his  ciun  houfe ,  (lieb.  iii.  6.) 

in 

O  T  E. 

cxviu.  ii,  bccaufc  the  church  expends  as  cn- 
liidy  upon  him  as  it* /ktttf when  co«- 
fiderM  in  alluficn  to  it  heufe  «r  huildtajg,  as 
it  don  upon  him,  as  rt?  htnly  when  totfi- 
dcred  in  allufion  to  a  numl  and  political 
bod^r.  (Yid.  Jf.rz*  u/  be  ) 


11  In  whom 
^11  the  bwUiUf , 
f«[ly  framed  rtv 


Ktnple 

Lord : 


in  the 


K 

*  Tfcr  btads  af  Ifrtl  tb*t  bore  the 
i.f  f;0v«rt»ntntt  nod  were  thrir  jiqry,  are 
tailed  the  thief y  and  the  Jiay,  or  if  5  'th  ini  he 
**  Hebrew  (ma)  the  corners  of  tht  pcopk  ” 
(t  S*m,  xi7*  and  If  aiu*  tj.)  accord- 
ir-flv  Chrift  i*  called  the  "  chief  corner-front 
*■  and  the  Head-lWc  of  the  comer*  "  PG 
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&i  In  vSnm 
ye  alfo  arc 
bujlded  together, 
for  an  habitation 
of  God  through 
the  Spirit* 


in  which  he  manifefls  his  gracious  prefence,  difpUys  his 
glory,  and  is  worshipped  and  glorified. 

22  In  whom,  as  vitally  united  to  him,  and  framed 
into  the  order  of  the  gofpel  by  his  authority  and  influ¬ 
ence,  and  in  his  name,  ye  alfo*  as  a  peculiar  church 
made  up  of  Gentile  and  Jrwijb  believers,  are  hull:  to¬ 
gether,  without  difference  of  privileges  and  btoefus, 
as  a  living  temple,  which  God  has  confronted  for  him- 
felf,  and  reGdes  in,  as  he  alfo  doth  in  the  heart  of  e- 
very  true  believer,  by  the  fpecial  prefence,  light,  and 
grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  who  dwells  in  jout  and /bail  be 
inyou7  (John  xiv.  17*)  till  ye  be  received  up  to  him- 
felf  in  glory* 


RECOLLECTION  5. 

How  deplorable  ia  our  ftatc  by  the  fall !  We  were  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fir*s; 
children  of  wrath  by  nature,  and  of  difobedieuce  bypra&ice;  andftrongiy  ad¬ 
dicted  to  a  gratification  of  alt  abominable  appetites  of  the  foul  and  body,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  evil  cuftoms  of  this  World,  under  the  power  and  influence  of  Sabin, 
who  rules  and  works  in  us  by  our  own  free  content*  But  *bow  araaxing  is  the 
grace  of  God,  in  recovering  turners  of  thefc  characters  from  this  hideous  ftatt  ’ 
He  is  rich  in  mercy  toward  them,  through  Jefas  Chrift,  in  the  greatuefs  of  hi; 
love,  with  which  he  baa loved  a  tboftn  people amofig  them,  and  which  he  man* 
fefts  with  endearing  kindnefs  in  all  the  ages  of  time,  and  to  an  endlefe  eternity : 
He  quickens  them  from  their  death  in  fin  to  a  life  of  righteoufnefs,  by  virtue  of, 
and  in  conformity  to  their  rife n  Saviour;  and  highly  advances  them  in  btm,  as 
their  head  in  whom  they,  though  not  pcrfonally,  yet  rcprcfintatively  are  already 
raffed  up,  and  made  to  fit  together  in  the  mauftons  of  heavenly  glory,  tiU  they 
fliall  actually  tn  their  own  ptrfons  fit  down  there  with  him  ;  And  he  has  fliewn 
the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  to  former  converts,  creti  among  GentiU-b. nners, 
as  patterns  and  earadh  of  what  he  defign’d  todoinlucceeding  generations,  thro1 
Jefus  thrift,  for  all  that  fball,  through  grace,  believe  m  him  after  their  example* 
Behold  God’s  way  of  laving  Goners  T  'Tis  not  by  any  works  uf  their  own,  left 
they  ibould  take  the  glory  of  it  to  thefti&tves ;  but  merely  by  his  own  grace  thro" 
faith  in  Chrift  Jefij* ;  and  this  faith  is  not  wrought  in  them  for  any  wonhlnefs, 
or  by  any  power  of  their  own ;  but  h  the  free  gift  of  God,  whofe  curious  work¬ 
manship  they  are,  by  a  new  creation  in  Chrift  unto  good  works,  according  to  his 
eternal  appointment,  that  they  ihouM  pra&ice  and  perfevere  in  them*  How  hum* 
We  ftiould  we  be  in  reffedion  upon  what  we  were  by  nature,  as  without  Chrift 
and  all  the  Wettings  of  the  new  covenant,  without  God  or  any  good  hope  towards 
him ;  and  in  a  periftiing  ftate,  as  ftrangersrfar  from  him*  But  how  fhouJd  we  of 
the  believing  Gtniihs>  as  well  as  believing  jfao//,  rejoice  and  blefs  God  for  u-hat 
we  are  made  to  be  in  Chrift,  through  faith  in  him  !  All  obftruftions  to  our  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  them,  and  to  a  reconciliation  of  both  with  God  as  one  body,  art 
now  remov’d;  we  are  brought  nigh,  into  a  ftate  of  peace  with  God,  by  the  blood 
of  Chris's  orofs,  and  have  free  liberty  of  acccfs  to  the  Father  by  one  Spirit  thro' 
pim  ;  are  felldw-  citizens  with  the  taints,  and  of  the  family  of  God,  equal  par¬ 
takers  of  at)  thofe  privileges  and  blefiing3  by  means  of  the  gofpel,  which  Chrift 
himfelf  may  ftillbc  faid  to  preach  to  us  by  the  imniftry  of  Ins  Jcrvants:  And  we 
are  built  on  him  as  the  only  foundation,  which  is  laid  in  the  infpired  writings  of 
the  apoftles  and  prophets ;  and  are  built  up  together  as  his  church,  for  a  h;iluta~ 
tkm  of  God  through  the  Spirit!  till  we  come  to  dwell  in  his  immediate  bJLfafuI 
pretence  for  ever. 
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CHAP.  111. 

The  ApoJIU  fets  forth  th t  dignity  cf  his  office  in  its  relation  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  for  which  be  fvffered  isnprifoammt>  I,  2.  His  qualifications 
for  it)  — 6.  His  call  to  it ,  together  with  the  mfle  purpofes  that 
were  anfwered  by  it>  7, — 12.  He  offers  up  a  mqfl  excellent  and  com- 
prehenfive  prayer  for  the  Ephefian&>i3> — 19-  And  concludes  with  a 
grand  and  fuitahle  doxologyt  20,  21. 


Text. 

t;or  thit  caufs 
I  l’aul  the 
pri^nfp  of 
CMft,  for  you 
Gc  miles ; 


If  ye  have 
,  of  the  dik 
t^n  of  the 
of  God 
1  is  given 
1  you-wird : 


3  How  that 
rrvtkrfrn  he 
nude  known  tm- 
to 


Paraphrase. 

account  of  my  averting  2nd  maintaining  that  the 
^  believing  Gentiles  are  now  no  more  firangers  and /b- 
reigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints,  &c«  (chap* 
ii-  ip,  ire*)  1  Paul,  am  at  this  very  time  fuffefing 
bonds  and  imprifonment  at  Rome,  through  the  impla¬ 
cable  malice,  and  indefatigable  oppoGtion  of  the  car¬ 
nal  Jews,  who  have  brought  me  under  this  confine- 
mentj  and  they  are  efpecially  crafperated  againft  me, 
as  they  were  at  Epbefus,  (A£t$  xsJt.  27, — 33.)  for  my 
faithfulnefs  and  zeal  in  preaching  to  you  and  other 
Gentiles,  the  dodrine  of  juftification  alone  through 
faith  in  Chrift,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law,  (AEls 
xxii*  21*22-  and  xxvi-  17,-21.)  under  which  confi¬ 
dent  ion  of  my  fufferings,  I  glory  in  them  :  And  ye 
cannot  reafonably  doubt,  but  that  I  undergo  them  on 
your  account,  and  for  your  fpiritual  advantage  ; 

2  Since' t  ye  mull  needs  have  heard  of  the  divine 
ComtniffioD  which  was  freely  given  to  me*  as  a  (tow¬ 
ard  in  Chriffc  houfe  and  kingdom*  to  go  to  the  Gentiles% 
(A£is  ix*  15*  and  xxii.  21.  and  xxvi.  17*  18.}  and  to 
difpenfe  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  chiefly  to  you* 
and  orhers  of  that  character,  which  I  have  according¬ 
ly  done  for  many  years*  wherever!  came*  that  by  means 
thereof  ye  might  bdieve  and  be  fayed* 

3  It  is  evident  from  what  ye  have  heard  of  this,  that, 
to  fit  and  qualify  me  for  fo  important  a  fervice,  the 
Lord  Jefus  has  difeovered  to  me,  by  the  immediate 

infpi  ration 

NOTES- 


*  Sons  txprftortt  to  make  oot  the  &axec- 
fiiB  of  this  Ytrftj  confide*  all  that  follows  it, 
YJIwetome  10  the  14th,  as  a  parcntk*fis7 
wdjoin  this  and  that  together,  where  the 
nzrt$fer  this  Cittrfi  are  rc-afliuncd  in  the  a- 
pcftlt3$  prayer  for  the  Ephepatts*  ^ut  if  in 
llw  tirit  verft  we  only  tupply  the  wb  tfw, 
ttbish  U  often  defective  lu  the  tfwi,  and 
read  irt  with  ErttfHius,  htia,  and  many  others, 
*■  For  this  cauie  I  Paul  am  tIk  prifontr  of 
*l  ]e!br  Chrift  for  you  Gtntibt  f1  its  con* 
ic&l-jn  (Unds  andcafy,  both  with 


the  latter  part  of  the  proceeding  chapter,  ral 
the  Tcrfes  that  immediately  follow  it. 

f  The  particle  («7i)  if  maybe  confider- 
ed,  not  at*  particle  of  hu:  of  affir¬ 

mation;  and  fo  nay  be  rendered  htspnachot 
or  or  feting  thdt>  a*  the  like  panicle  (ret*) 
figoifies,  when  our  Lord  fsid,  **  If,  or  as 
4*  lb  rely  as  T  go  and  prepare  a  place  tor  ywu* 
41  I  will  come  agate,"  John  xir.  j*  and 
&>  no  mere  argument  cau  be  drawn  from 
hence,  that  the  apoltle  had  not  preached  ai 
Ephefato  Dr*  fFtitty  on  tw  place*) 


4oo  75*  Bpifile  to  the  Ephesians  paraphrafecL  Cb.  iiL 


to  me  the  my  fie¬ 
ry*  (u  I  wrote 
afore  in  few 
words. 


4  Whereby 
when  ye  read  yc 
may  lUKtalhod 
my  knowledge 
in  the  myftcry  of 
Chrift,) 


j  Which  in 
ofb*T  age*  vu 
apt  made  known 
unto  die  font  of 
men*  at  it  is  now 
revealed  unto  hl$ 
holy  apoftks  sad 
prophet*  by  the 
bpint ; 


6  That  the 
Gentiles  IhouUl 
be  fcllow-helrt, 

and 


infpiration  of  his  Spirit,  (wr.  v.)  and  by  repeated  vi- 
(ions  and  revelations,  (A£ls  ixvi.  16,  ij.  s  Cor,  xii. 
I,  7.)  the  great  myftcry  of  the  eofpel  concerning  fal- 
vition  alone  through  him,  as  God  manifefted  in  the 
flefti,  and  the'  calling  of  the  Gentiles  ;  which  is  indeed 
a  matter  of  ftiipendoua  wifdom  and  forcreignty,  con- 
defcenGon  and  grace,  furpaflmg  all  our  thoughts,  {ver. 
1 9.}  according  to  what  I  have  (»  ,Xjr«)  briefly  laid  a  lit¬ 
tle  before  in  this  epiftle  about  it,  \ebaps *  i.  li.) 

4  By  which,  when  yc  review  and  refleft  upon  it, 
and  compare  it  with  what  I  am  going  dill  further  to 
advance,  ye  may  dearly  perceive,  that  the  knowledge 
of  tbie  profound  and  aftonilhmg  myftcry  has  been  re¬ 
vealed  to  me  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  I  am  fully  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it,  as  it  relates  to  his  unfearc liable  rich¬ 
es,  (ver.  8.)  that  are  preached,  and  diftributed  even 
among  the  Gentiles. 

5  Which  myftery,  in  the  former  ages  of  the  church, 
before  the  law,  and  .under  the  law,  was  not  made 
known  to  the  Gentiles  at  all ;  nor  fo  folly,  diftin&ly, 
and  plainly  revealed,  especially  in  many  of  its  glorious 
ctrcumftances,  to  any  of  the  human  race  ;  no,  not  any 
of  the  moll  eminent  of  God's  favourites  under  former 
difpenfations,  (M'attb.  xiii.  17-)*  as  it  is  now  mani- 
fefted  in  a  fupemarural  way  to  the  apoftles  of  our  Lord, 
whom  he  has  fanftify'd  that  they  may  be  holy  in  heart 
and  life,  and  has  fet  apart  foe  his  fervice;  and  to  the 
New  Teftament  extraordinary  prophets,  by  the  imme¬ 
diate  infpiration  of  his  Spirit,  in  conference  of  his 
afcenGon  to  heaven,  that  be  might  Jill  alt  things^  (chap, 
tv.  10,  (I.) 

6  The  myftery  which  T  have  chiefly  in  mine  eye  is, 
that  even  the  idolatrous  Gentiles ,  (chap.  ii.  13.)  fliould 

not 


N  0 

*  The  gofpd  had  tan  Indeed  preached 
unto  Abraham^  and  the  calling  of  the  Gen¬ 
din  had  been  revealed  in  nany  antient  pro* 
roifei  and  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftamoit, 
as  in  Gen.  xni,  iB.  and  xlix,  ic,  PfaL  ii.  0. 
afld  Ifiu  xl.  lo,  and  xlix*  d-  flu t  fn  mbat 
m*ntrt  bj  i pbat  nuant,  and  Mt  ipbat  tmtt 
this  fJ  virion  ftunild  Ue  accomptlhed,  and 
extended  to  them,  and  r hat  as  they  iboulH  be 
one  body  tad  feta-liein  with  the  unbclie- 
\m$  Jcvn%  was  Httk  k.eo\vn  or  undcritoodi 
nitd  notiiithft&orfidg  the  plain  declarations  of 
ottr  Lord  hrbwfclf  ab'Ut  it,  (John  sL  id.  and 
JjL  10**3  3.)  tndhjs  exprc&CoZttaiiflion  and 
pfootiie  to  bit  difciple*  relating  tr»  if*  Mat> 
xxviil,  ip,  ao*  and  Mark  xvi.  aj,  id.  yet 
feme  of  the  apoftJcs  thcmfdves,  as  well  is 
other  convened  were  fur  prised  and 

Jkqcked  at  the  thought  of  the  GcndUt  being 
made  equal  partakers  of  fhcMe&ugt  ouhe 


r  E, 

gofpei  with  themfdves,  and  that  wit  hot:. 
then1  being  circumdfed,  md  tftfenring  tfer 
Jaw  of  Mfl/W,  u  appears  from  the  fern  pies 
that  Peter  made  about  going  in  to  the 
and  the  aflon!  foment  of  the  Jevti  at  thetr  it- 
cemng  the  Holy  Gboft,  Afis  chap*  x-  and 
from  the  debates  that  note  in  the  animc*il  at 
JcruftiiMj  upon  Paul  and  Aaroek-s’s  repos¬ 
ing  the  conversion  of  the  Gntilt j  by  their 
romiftry,  A&siu  t, — Hide,  andfiKh 
likeV  were  the  things  that  were  not  known 
before,  as  they  were  now  revealed  h>  the  hi* 
ly  apoftles  arid  prophets*  vhkfc  is  mcwi 
not  of  the  Old  Tefinm^t- prophets,  but.  of  l!  r 
inspired  prophets  of  the  New  Teft  ament,  luca 
as  are  mentioned  chap-  ir*u*  ondi  Cor  xiv, 
iSr-*!**  For  what'  V£S  tfVW  rm^fvd  : 
them  is  here  ipoken  of,  in  oppotitiontw  + 
ml  rna  Jf  -.p*C  xa  w  firmp* 


ch.  m. 
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mife  in  Chrifl-, 
by  the  gofpel : 


ana  of  the  fime  t^ot  only  be  admitted  to  fome  fhare  of  advantage  undrr 
Lr/  oThis^ro^  r^e  eiPect^  Mcflxah  ;  but  fhould,  together  with  the 
‘  believing-  Jews*  he  fellow-citizens  and  joint-heirs  of 
the  htatanly  inheritance  with  them*  through  the  fai:ti 
of  Chrift,  aa  if  they  bad  been  the  natural  feed  of  Abra- 
bam$  (Gal.  iii*  29.)  ;  and  that  they  fhould  be  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  them  into  the  fame  church*  to  partake  o(%ll 
its  privileges  equally  with  them  (elves,  and  be  members 
of  the  fame  myftical  body  of  Chrift,  to  derive  all  ert- 
lightning  quicknmg,  fnn£Kfying,  and  comforting  in¬ 
fluence  from  him,  and  hold  their  right  and  claim  to  all 
the  bleffings  of  the  new  covenanc'under  him*  as  their 
bead;  and  that  they,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  ary  of 
the  Jews^  Ihould  be  interefted  in  the  whole  covenant  of 
promifes,  indufive  of  all  its  fpiritual  and  eternal  bene* 
fits ;  and  particularly  that  the  great  promife  of  the  New 
Tcftament,  even  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  eminent  promife 
of  the  Father,  [ABi  i*  4*)  fhould  be  fulfilled  unto  them, 
and  they  Qiould  be  made  partakers  of  his 'gifts  and  fa- 
ving  graces,  as  he  is  fhed  upon  them  abundantly  thro* 
Jefns  Chriil  out  Saviour,  in  virtue  of  his  purchafe  for 
them,  and  of  their  onion  with  hint*  in  whom  all  thj 
promifet  of  God  areyea%  and  amen ,  (Tit.  iii.  6.  and  2 
Cor*  i.  20.)  and  fo  the  bleffmg  of  Abraham,  in  its  ufmofl 
extern,  fhould  come  on  the  Gentiles  through  Jefus  Chrijl, 
that  they,  as  well  as  Jews$  might  receive  the  promife  cf 
the  Spirit  through  faitht  (Gab  iii.  14.)  By  means  of  the 
gofpel  which  is  now  preached  unto  them. 

7  Of  which  gofpel  I  have  the  honour  of  being  or¬ 
dained  and  called  to  be  a  preacher  and  an  a poftfe,  that  1 
might  publifh  it  in  aJl  its  light,  fulnefs,  and  glory,  and 
in  its  wideft  extent  to  Gent  tin  f  as  well  as  Jews*  I  did 
not  thrufl  myfelf  into  this  high  office,  or  take  this  ho¬ 
nour  to  myfelf;  no,  nor  did  I  receive  it  of  man%  or  by 
.tbe  hands  of  any  man  tohatfoever,  ( Gal  i,  i.)  but  1 
came  Into  it  by  the  immediate  authority  of  Jefus  Chxift 
himfelf,  and  of  God  the  Father  who  raifed  him  from 
the  dead,  according  to  the  free  gift  or  grace  of  the  a* 
poUlefhip  *,  which  God  of  his  own  mere  favour  con¬ 
ferred  upon  me,  in  that  be  not  only  converted  mc^buc 

likevrifc 

T  F» 


t  Wkereof  l 
*as  imdeamihi* 
Her,  according  to 
the  gift  of  the 

J>nCc  of  God  gi¬ 
ven  onto  me,  hy 
ihteffeAiialu’ork- 
i:i£  of  hi*  power* 


M  O 

•  A*  in  vet,  x*  the  es/ftt  i*  called  tbt  grace 
tf  Gvdr  which  it  aMb  1%  Tit*  iu  n-  beemife 
ll  is  the  gift  of  hi*  fw  favour,  and  difet^ 
v-jti  the  gr*Ge  that  U  in  his  heart,  >nd  that 
he  has  provided  in  Chrift  for  toners,  and 
branfe  tt  is  the  meins  of  his  conveying 
;rire  to  them ;  fo  here  the  apoftlefliipfcems, 
*li.t  like  #eaf^nAj  to  be  meant  Uy  wra?  she 
Vul.  IV.  f  C 


a  pc  (He  calls  rfr  greet  ef  Goi  give*  to  Hm  s 
fer  the  follow ic g  words  flaw  iharlie  had 
hetdn  a  peculiar  refpeA  10  the  grace  whkh 
called  him  to,  and  endowed  him  with* 
gifts ft>t  the apotfolic office ;  andthkatother 
limes  he  jpeaks  of  as  the  jr^cc,  and  the  grate 
&f  G&Jlhat  wat  tv  himi  (Rom*  iv* 
end  Gal,  i:*  j  )  - 
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ltkewife  led  me  into  the  deepeft  mylleries  of  the  gofpef  $ 
and  fo  furnilhcd  me  for,  and  called  me  to  this  honour* 
able  office,  which  he  made  effectual  by  the  mighty  ope¬ 
ration  both  of  his  miraculous  and  faving  power  in  and 
by  me,  to  the  benefit  of  my  own  foul,  and  of  multi¬ 
tudes  of  others,  efpecially  among  the  Gentiles,  (Gab 
ii.  1 8.) 

a  Unt?  me,  3  Unto  me  in  a  peculiar  manner,  who,  while  1  mag* 
the*  n'ty  n>y  office,  aod  extol  the  riches  of  divine  grace  to- 

fidnt,,  is  this  w;,r^  me>  and  toward  Gentile  Goners,  cannot  tell  bow 
gWen,  that  to  think  and  fpeak  meanly  enough  of  myfelf,  and  want 
I  fhualil  preach »*  words  fufficiently  to  esprcCs  the  humbling  fenfe  I  have 
tiUstheunfeirch.  of  my  own  unworthuiefs  f,  Unto  me,  who  really  am, 
sj>le  riches  of  and  unfeignedly  account  myfelf,  unworthy  to  be  num- 
>  bered  among  the  faints,  when  I  confider  what  an  inve¬ 

terate  enemy  and  injurious  violent  perftcuterof  Chrift, 
his  people  and  eaufe,  I  formerly  was,  and  fbould  have 
continued  to  be  tu  this  very  day,  had  L  been  left  to  the 
chofen  way  of  my  own  heart;  yea,  in  reileAion  on 
thd'e  deteftahle  things,  1  think  of  myfelf  as  the  meaneft, 
ay,  fur  below  the  very  meaneft  of  all  that  are  truly  fanc- 
tiftrd,  (which,  blefled  be  God,  is  now  my  cafe)  and  as 
not  meet  to  he  called  an  apofile,  (t  Cor,  xv.  y.)  Even 
unto  fuch  a  worthlefs,  undefcrvtng,  hell- deferring  wretch 
as  myfdf,  this  8  flow  idling,  matcblefs,  condefccuding 
favour  is  fhown,  that  I,  above  all  the  reft  of  the  apo- 
ftlcs,  fhouid  be  pitched  upon,  and  employed  to  publifb 
among  the  poor  idolatrous  Gentiles  the  glad  tidings  of 
{alvativn,  and  to  be  inftrumental,  In  the  hand  of  die 


Spirit,  of  making  known,  and  conveying  to  multitudes 
of  them,  tbofe  exceeding  riches  of  meicy  and  merit, 
of  grace  and  glory,  that  arc  treafured  np  in  Chrift,  and 
propofed  in  the  gofpel,  by  and  through  him,  to  the- 
worft  of  tinners,  even  among  tbem\  and  riches  that 
can  never  be  fathomed  or  exhaufted,  tohl  over  ot  traced 
out  («wgi*»«e*)  in  all  their  eodlefs  variety,  excellence, 
and  fulnefs, 

mike  aifmtn  fee  9  And  the  great  defign  of  God,  in  honouring  me 
it  the  rd-  with  this  comraiffion,  was  tv  enlighten  all  Tons  of  men 
ili ip  of  the  among  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews,  by  means  of  my  mi- 
S  the  biS  niftr)'>  tl?at  the.y  might  clearly  perceive  what  a  happy 
ring  of  die  world  communion  believers  of  all  nations  have  in  rhe  exceed- 
hath  been  hid  in  fog  great  and  glorious  bleffings  of  the  gofpef  as  they 


NOTE. 

,  f  Here  arc  the  nobieffc  flrdias  of  flowing  furctl  up  in  hioi,  end  dJlFafri  abroad  by  bun, 
clocjutxice,  to  paint  out  the  exceeding  bv  He  Iccnu:  to  ftreich  tbe  powets  of  language, 
uplrioo  the  aprill*  had  of  hitrlelf,  *nd  his  to  fit  himftlf  as  low,  and  the  riches  of  tu? 
fcvjtcd  thoughts  of  Ctiriil,  and  of  the  full-  -grace of  Chrift  uhigtij  as  po dibit- 
acu  of  Use  e*«Usnt  blefliugs  that 
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God,  who  crea¬ 
ted  aJl  thiols  by 
jcfci  Chrift ; 


to  To  ih t  in* 
tent  that  now, 
onto  the  prifici- 
politics  wd  pow¬ 
er*  in  heavenly 
fhcci)  might  be 
known  by  the 
churdbthe  mani¬ 
fold  wtJUoxn  of 
God, 


.n  According 
to  the  eternal 
purpofc  which 
he  )mr])ord  in 

Chrift  Jefu*  our 
Lord  : 


la  In  whom 
we  have  hddflds 
and  aeeefs  with 
con&dcfice  by  the 
faith  of  him* 


are  one  church  or  body  under  Chrift  their  head  ;  which 
may  very  properly  be  filled  a  myflery^  not  only  bec&ufe 
of  the  unfathomable  depth  of  God's  (overt ignty,  wif* 
dom,  and  grace  therein,  hut  hecauf&it  lay  concealed 
as  an  entire  fecret  in  his  eternal  counfel  ami  purpofe, 
{wr.  11.  and  chap *  i*  n  )  before  all  ages,  and  has  un¬ 
der  all  former  di (pen famous,  ever  (nice  the  beginning 
of  this  world,  been  fuggefted  only  in  fome  general 
hints,  while  the  whole  febeme,  as  it  ia  now  revealed 
by  the  gafpel,  was  ftill  referved  with  impenetrable  con¬ 
cealment  in  the  mind  of  God  himfrif,  who  created  all 
things,  from  the  highclt  to  the  lowed  of  them,  by  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  the  Father  therein  acting  by,  and  together 
with  bis  Son ;  fo  that  without  him  was  not  any  thing 
mads  that  was  mads9  (John  i.  2,  3.  Col*  i<  16*  and 
HeL  i*  2,) 

to  This  glorious  revelation  is  alio  now  made,  to  the 
end  and  purpofe  that  ail  the  ranks  and  orders  of  the  an¬ 
gelic  nature,  which  may  be  called  principalities  and 
powers  in  heavenly  places^  bccaufe  they  excel  in  jlrengthf 
(Pfal*  ctii-  10.)  and  are  employed  as  tniniftring /pints  to 
the  heirs  of  falvatim ,  (Heb.  i.  14*)  m  this  lower  world* 
though  their  ordinary  rcfidence  be  in  heaven*  (See  the 
note  on  chap,  u  2  i*)  This  difeovery,  I  fay,  is  now 
made,  that  they,  who  defire  to  look  into  thole  things* 
(1  Pet*  i>  12*)  might  behold,  and  contemplate  with  joy 
and  praife,  the  adorable  wifdom  of  God,  which  now 
ihtnes  forth  in  numberlefs  difplays  of  various  glories* 
as  exhibited  in  the  doftrines  and  mtnifirations,  buf¬ 
fings,  and  privileges  of  the  New  Teftamem-church* 

1  e  All  which  is  now  done  exaftly  agreeable  to  GodV 
eternal  pre-ordination,  or  purpofe  in  himftlf9  {chap,  u 
p.)  *  which  he  formed  with  a  gracious  regard  to  his 
church,  as  confidered  in  Chrift  theirheaJ,  even  our  Saviour 
and  Lord,  and  which  he  intended  in  due  time  to  exe^ 
cute  juft  after  the  manner  in  which  he  has  now  brought 
it  to  pafs  by  him,  {Rom.  viii*  28*  and  1  Pet,  i*  20,  a**) 

12  In  and  through  whom,  as  the  only  mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man,  we  have  great  liberty  and  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  fpirit  in  our  tranfaftions  with  God,  as  our 
reconciled  God,  Father,  and  Friend,  and  make  near  ap~ 
proaches  to  hi iji  00  a. throne  of  grace  in  our  folemn 
a£ta  of  wot  {hip,  and  in  the  delightful  communion 

which 


NOTES* 

*  The  vord  here  rendered  purpofe  ferna?  opennons  or  even**;  eul  tberr/ore  I 

^«rcv)Uin  the  New  Tcfament d»ay*,  take  3 1  here,  as  ofoiL  dftwbere,  to  relate  to 

ctpt  la  the  cafe  of  the  firv-brn idt  (if  A.  U.  tht  wiglwl  pttrptftof  God  btftre  the  vrer{<ft 
*.)  transited  purpofc ,  and  lignite  an  ittftr-  rvr  aavyf)  a*  it  b  ciprtflcd,  1  Ccr. 

aft  of  the  will  or  ffiiodt  but  l  do  not  it,  7, 
fhd  that  u  h  *r«r  ufed  for  difptiting  by  rj-  C  c  i 
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which  he  admits  us  to,  arid  that  with  humble  aflurance, 
as  to  hia  favour  towards  us,  and  our  acceptance  in  his 
Gght,  and  as  to  the  audience  of  our  prayers  for  things 
agreeable  ro  his  will,  and  our  final  falvation  ;  which 
holy  confidence  refuhs  from,  and  is  produced  in  us  by 
the  faith  which  Chriii  is  the  author  of,  and  which  ter* 
minatss  Immediately  upon  him,  in1  a  firm  dependence 
on  what  he  has  done  and  buffered  for  us,  and  in  a  fidu¬ 
cial  commitment  of  ourfclves  and  all  our  concerns  to 


t  £■;  Wherefore 

1  (lifiit  that  ye 
frint  not  at  my 
tribulations  for 
you,  which  U 
your  glory* 


:*  For  this 
tflufe  1  how  my 
knees  unto  the 
Father  of  our 
J~utd  Telus 
Cbrtil, 

15  Of  whom 
the  whole  family 
hi  heaven  and 
cLTth  is  named, 


him,  who  is  in  us  cur  hop£  0/  glory,  (Col-  u  27.) 

13  In  reflection  therefore  on  all  thefe  things,  I  ear- 
ncfUy  intreat  you  to  labour,  by  divine  grace,  not  to  be 
diHieartenei,  {/*»  fK«*tFT)  or  any  way  frightned  into  ne¬ 
gligence  or  defpondency  in  your  Chridian  courfe  and 
profefllon,  by  reafon  of  the  fufferings  which  I  endure, 
not  for  any  evil  done  by  me,  but  merely  in  the  eaufe  of 
Chrift,  for  the  fake  of  my  preaching  the  gofpel  to  you 
6 cntiksi  (ver*  1*) ;  but  I  beg  that  ye  may  rather  he  en¬ 
couraged,  (lengthened,  and  animated  in  his  ways  by 
them,  which  are  really  a  peculiar  honour  put  upon  you 
as  well  as  me,  inafmucb  as  Chrift  has  not  only  fent  me 
to  pubiiih  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation,  but  has  like  wife 
called  me  to  fufferings  on  that  account,  in  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  which  I  preached  unto 
you,  and  by  means  of  which  ye  were  brought  to  he- 
lieve  in  him  f.  And  this  will  be  indeed  your  glory,  if 
ye  are  fo  far  from  being  difmayed  or  offended  at  tny 
tribulations,  as  to  be  fo  much  the  more  eftablifhed  in 
your  faith  by  them. 

14  For  rhis  reafon,  I,  in  the  mod  humble,  reverenti¬ 
al,  and  folemn  addreffes  on  my  bended  knees,  recom¬ 
mend  you  to  the  grace  of  the  eternal  and  Covenant-Fa¬ 
ther  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  alfo  our  Cove¬ 
nant-Father  and  friend  in  him* 

15  Of  whom,  and  of  the  Father  through  him,  the 
whole  body  of  true  worshippers,  which  make  but  one 
family>con(jfting  of  all  the  Ounrs,  together  with  the  an- 
gels  in  heaven  *,  and  of  all  believers  in  every  place  and 
nation  upon  earth,  as  being  gathered  together  under 

Chrift 


NOTES. 

f  tth&nra  upon  this  phee*  that  the  (%  Q>r-  vi*  ifl-  and  1  John  iix*  The 
djrch  is  by  .the  MojJ  of  nMrt^st  ym^matonly  fpcik  of  thejn^u  Cn^s 

bnt  is  omy  vwjLrd  by  the  Mood  of  Clirifh  famlj  ia  heawt  and  of  in**,  eTpccjally  nf 
*  Of  Ta?^fl,T  by  the  tnnlhnAibn  may  re-  his  covenant-people,  a*  brr  family  «  rartl. 
tr  f-'tl'ef  to  wr  LW  yr/wi  Cwi.//,  who  is  the  (See  Dr  WhUkj  on  the  pliec.)  AnHt  fnp* 
rvkt  *;n mediate  antcrrdaitt  and  povtf  poling  the  apofllc  to  allude  to  ibis,  the  an¬ 
te  bsihvers  to* become  the  fon&  of  God,  pelt  muft  he  rt  lead  Snc laded  in  fk 
Uvbiti.uO  ;  or  may  refer  to  God  the  Father^  which  he  here  fpcsfc*  of,  (iec  the  note  o;i 
who  h  the  principal fiihjeA  of  the  foregoing  chap*  L  ro,) 
f  zjiJ  mtku  bdkvers  hii  tons, 


CK  til* 


ts  Tlut  he 
vould  gram  you* 
accxardiug  t®  v  c 
ridrts  of  his  jdo- 
ty,  to  be  itrcn«- 
thtned  %'ith 
iroghi,  by*  his 
Spirit  w  the  in* 
nti  rmn  i 


17  Thar  0::irt 
may  di>-dl  in 
your  heuiis  Wy 
faith;  dial  je, 
being  lonttd  and 
grounded  in  love* 


tB  May  he  *- 
hie  to  compre¬ 
hend  with  all 
Aims ,  what  i$ 
(he  t  and 

)M£lAf 
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Chrili  their  head,  have  received  a  much  more  excellent 
name  than  that  of  the  children  of  Abraham  t  in  which 
the  carnal  Jews  vainly  boaft  ;  they  have  the  title,  ho¬ 
nour,  and  advantage  of  being  coifed  the  children  of  6W, 
as  high  favourites,  nearly  related  to  him,  owning  and 
loving  him,  and  being  owned  and  beloved  by  him,  and 
living  in  their  Father’s  hoofe. 

16  My  prayer  to  this  great  and  bleftW  God,  who  has 
done  fo  much  for  you  already,  is,  that  in  a  way  and 
manner  like  his  infinite  fe If,  anfwerable  to  his  ownim- 
inenfe  fufnefs  of  wifdom,'fairhfulnrfi>,  and  power,  good- 
nefs,  mercy,  and  grace,  which  is  his  glory,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  which  the  molt  glorious  riches  con  lift. 
My  prayer,  I  fay,  is,  that  he  would  pleafe  in  his  free 
favour,  and  inexhauftibk  liberality,  to  grant- unto  you 
that  ye  may  be,  yet  more  and  mote,  fortified  againft  all 
the  corruptions  of  your  own  hearts,  and  rhe  temptations 
of  Satan  and  of  this  evil  world;  may  be  invigorated  for* 
and  in,  every  duty  and  fcrvice ;  may  bt?  animated  with 
holy  courage  to  do  and  fuffer  the  whole  will  of  God  ; 
and  may  be  enabled  lo-exereife  every  grace,  and  abound 
in  a!i  comfort  and  holinefs,  and  to  hold  on  your  way, 
and  holdout  to  the  end,  through  all  opposition  and  dan¬ 
ger,  by  the  powerful  operation  and  alliilauce  of  the  di^ 
vine  Spirit,  who,  according  to  his  peculiar  province  in 
the  oeconomy  of  falvation,  carries  on  and  perfefts,  as 
well  as  begins  his  good  work  in  the  renewed  foul,  which 
is  the  heft  and  inmofl  part  of  the  man.  (See  the  note 
on  Rom.  vii,  22*) 

17  1  further  humbly  and  earneftlv  befeccb  him,  that 
Chrilt,  together  with,  and  by  his  Spirit,  may  he  con* 
ftimly  prefent  to  your  minds  in  realizing  and  appropri¬ 
ating  ails  of  faith,  whereby  he  is  rccHv^d  and  enter* 
rained  in  the. foul  ;  and  may  have  a  fcnfible  abode  in 
your  hearts,  by  continual  gracious  imnrclfions  and  de¬ 
lightful  mamfdbtions  of  his  love  to  you,  as  thofe  that 
aie  united  by  faith  and  love  to  him :  that  fo,  like  trers 
well  rooted  and  fettled  in  a  good  foil,  ye  may  be  deeply 
fixed,  and  firmly  eftabiithed  in  an  experimental  mid  at* 
furing  knowledge  of  hi$  matchlcis  and  endearing  love 
to  you,  and  in  the  beii  returns  of  lUdfali  and  ardent 
Jove  to  him  again,  and  to  the  Father  through  him,  and 
to  all  bis  children  for  his  fake,  bccattft  he  frjl  loved  yin ^ 
{1  John  iv,  ip.) 

iS  And  I  humbly  beg  of  God,  that  being  thus  root¬ 
ed  and  grounded  in  love,  yc  may  be?  enabled,  as  far  as 
the  human  mind  can  reach,  under  the  u'nmtt  advan¬ 
tage  cf  divine  revelation,  faith,  ami  experience,  and  of 

l\vt 
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length  and  r!rptbf 
tad  bright; 


19  And  to 
know  the  lov«  of 
Chrilt  w  i*hich 

Kjltcth  know- 

ih^L  ye 
might  be  fill td 

tu] Mi  t]\  the  fuj- 

ucji  of  Cod* 
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the  tn  lightning  and  fan£iifying  influences  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  ro  apprehend,  )  and  be  fuitaWy  affixed 

with,  the  immenfe  love  of  Chrill,  that  ye  may  conceive, 
„  as  clearly  as  poflible,  what  is  the  unmcafurablc  extent 
of  it,  as  it  reaches  to  the  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jen^i^  10 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  tinners,  and  to  all  manner  of 
fpiritual  and  heavenly  bieJEngs,  according  as  God  has 
chofen  you  to  them  in  him,  {chap*  1*  3,  4,)  $  and  what 
is  its  unbegtnning  and  endlefs  length,  as  it  is  from  ever- 
la  fling  to  cverlalling,  (P/a/*  ciii.  17-)  ;  and  what  is  its 
unfathomable  depth,  as  it  hath  brought  hirtij,  who 
tho'ught  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  tothr  low* 
eft  (fate  of  humiliation  and  fufferings  in  the  form  of  a 
fervam,  and  to  the  ignominious  death  of  the  croft, 
{PbiL  if*  6,-8,);  and  as  it  has  ftooped  and  condefcend* 
cd  to  you  in  your  low  eftate,  to  raife  you  out  of  the 
deeped  ahyfs  of  Gn  and  mifery,  {PfaL  il*  2*  and  Zcch* 
ix*  11*);  and  to  deliver  you  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
(1  Thrjf.  i,  to*};  and  whit  is  its  fuperlative  height,  as 
he  is  itiil  mindful  of  you  in  his  exalted  (fate  at  the  Fa* 
thcr’s  right  hand,  where  he  is  placed  in  mediatorial 
honours  higher  than  the  heavens,  and  ever  lives  to  make 
interceilion  for  you,  (Jtokvii.  25,  26  );  and  as  he  has 
advanced  you  to  all  the  inconceivable  dignities  and 
privileges  that  belong  to  the  adoption'  of  fons,  and 
will  in  due  time  taife  you  up  to  the  heavenly  manfions 
of  UTifpeakable  and  endlefs  glory.  {John  xiv.  2y  3.) 

19  And  my  heart's  defire  for  you  is,  that  ye  may  be 
enabled,  yet  more  and  more,  to  have  juftapprehenfions 
and  enlarged  views  by  faith,  together  with  an  experi¬ 
mental  feeling  of  the  virtue,  power,  and  fweetneft  of 
the  tranfeendent,  free,  and  fovereigu  love  of  ChuA, 
and  of  God  through  him,  in  Its  mod  excellent  rnani- 
fedattons,  fruits  and  effefts,  which  in  itfelf,  and  in 
its  wonderful  operations,  provifions  aud  defigns,  in¬ 
finitely  furpafles  all  the  comprehenfion  or  adequate 
ideas  of  men  and  angels,  (wr.  S*  and  10.}  in  every  one 
of  the  afortfaid  boumtlefs  dimentions :  And  all  this  I 
beg  of  God  for  you,  to  the  end  that,  (>**)  upon  the 
whole,  ye  may  be,  (UI1  more  and  more,  partakers  of  a 
divine  nature,  (2  Pet*  i.  4-)  and  may  be  enriched, 
much  as  poffible,  with  all  that  fulnefs  of  tight  and  pracr, 
holinefs,  joy,  and  peace,  in  this  prefent  life,  which 
God  has  defigned  and  prepared  in  his  eternal  counfvls 
of  wifilom  and  love,  and  in  the  merit  cf  his  Son,  and 
has  promifed  in  his  covenant,  and  communicates  to 
his  chi*f  favourites,  at  their  bed  fe  a  fons,  while  they 
arc  here;  and  that  ye  may,  tf  length,  arrive  at  the 

mod 
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10  Kri* 

Mm  that  is  able 


abundant!;*  a  tavc 
all  that  we  afk  nr 
think*  according 
to  the  powt'  that 
worktih  in  ns. 


moil  perfect  viGon  and  enjoyment  of  him,  and  fpotIc& 
conformity  to  him,  in  his  immediate  prefence,  where 
is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  whofe  right  hand  there  are  pfni- 
Jure)  for  evermore*  (Pfal.  xvi.  n.)  and  tee  the  note  oa 
Col.  ii.  9.) 

20  Now  therefore,  to  (hot  up  this  cnmprehenfive 
prayer  on  your  behalf,  with  a  dnxology,  that  may  raife 
to.  do  our  hope,  unworthy  as  we  are  in  onrfelves  of  its  full 

accompUrtimcnt,  unto  the  great  and  Mefled  God,  the 
only  object  of  our  faith  and  expectation,  worfhip  and 
obedience,  *  to  whom  I  have  pnrffiued  my  humble  fup- 
plications  iu  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the 
only  Mediator,  (ver.  14.)  for  the  higheft  and  motlex- 
tenfvve  blefGngs  that  can  be  wifhed,  or  that  we  can  be 
capable  of  enjoying  :  To  him  who  is  almighty,  with 
whom  nothing  is  too  hard  to  do,  but  who  is  infinitely 
able  to  anfwer  this  and  every  other,  even  the  moft  en¬ 
larged  prayer  of  faith,  and  to  fulfil  our  utmoft  dc fires, 
according  to  tbc  propentions  and  detigns  of  his  lioynd- 
lefs  love}  yea,  wbois  eafily  able  to  do  fuperabundanr- 
ly  more  than  we  have  already  a  Iked,  or  can  poflibly 
petition  for,  or  conceive  of,  and  that  in  a  way  of  di¬ 
vine  operation,  which  we  have  already  had  abundant 
experience  of,  and  which  is  correfpondent  to  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  greatnefs  of  his  power  to  us* ward  who  believe. 
(Chap.  i.  19,  20.-) 

12  I'mo  hi™  21  To  this  all-fuflicient,  gracious,  covenant*God, 
s'-vt  la  ijje  be  aferibed  all  poflible  honour,  in  a  way  of  faith  and 
1°TC>  adoration,  worfliip,  and  obedience,  thanktgiving, 
“  bleffmg,  and  praife,  on  account  of  his  infinite  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  counfets  and  works  of  creation,  pro¬ 
vidence  and  grace,  in  the  univeifal  church,  both  viiihle 
and  invtfible,  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  in  every  parti¬ 
cular  church,  and  by  all  the  members  of  each  of  them, 
which  arc  included  in  the  catholic  church  ;  may  this 
foie mn  tribute  be  prefented  to  him  by  them,  in  tbc  mefl 
fpi ritual  and  acceptable  manner,  through  jefus  Chrtfi , 
as  the  only  Mediator,  in  and  by  whom  all  our  prayers 
and  praifes  are  to  be  offered,  that  they  may  be  accepted 
on  his  account,  (John  xiv,  13,  14,  and.  tj,  16.  Col.  hi. 
ry.  Hcb.  xiii.  15.  and  I  Pet.  ii.  5.);  and  may  this  be 
done  through  all  tbe  periods  of  time,  and  ail  genera* 
ttous  in  this  world,  and  to  the  emllcfs  ages  of  eternity 

iu 

N  O  T  E. 

*  Thif  noble  donolofy  if  admirably  adapt*  or  h>r  hU  j>££ip!c  to  fn'm  him*  whole 

\  to  encourage  and  rtr^ngihen  our  faith,  ihrwvki*  auA  ways  aw  n'urh  oun 

that  it  mi^ht  not  ftag£«- at  ibe  jjreat  thing*  2s  tin*  hwtn*  nr*  sMv*-  ib?  1 

vh-eh  th*  apofilc  bad  been  praying  for,  as  wh:*  *:  Imc  CMt'c:  I:*  r.W  rbr 

though  they  were  too  much  fu  God  to  give*  by  ■*  a  11U;  ti>  tliiii*;. 


wcrltl 
timet  end*  A- 
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in  that  which  is  to  come !  Thus  it  'fhall  be*  and  thus  I» 
and  all  that  love  him  in  fmcerity  and  truth,  heartily 
wifh  and  pray  it  may  bet  in  token  of  which  let  than 
all  join  with  me  in  faying,  Amen* 

RK  COLLECTIONS, 

What  a  bldfed  difpcnfatioTi  w  that  of  the  gofpd !  The  wifdcnn  of  God  in  the 
myftcry  of  faWation*  and  the  riches  of  hfs  grace,  even  to  ue  Gentile-tinners,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  eternal  purpofe  in  Chrifl  Jrius,  are  now  difphyed,  to  men  and 
angels,  with  much  greater  evidence  and  extent  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  infpired  men,  than  ever  were  experienced  nr  made  known  tofaripgr  ages. 
How  equal  now  are  believers  of  atl  nations  in  fpiritua)  privileges  and  blefling-* ! 
They  are  fellow-heirs*  and  of  the  fame  body,  and  partakers  of  the  great  pnuinie 
of  the  Spirit,  through  Jcftts  Chrift,  by  means  of  the  gofpel ;  and  they  have  holy 
bold  no  ft  and  freedom  of  acceft  to  a  throne  of  grace,  with  humble  hope,  and  cocti' 
dener  of  acceptance,  by  faith  in  him*  Uuw  glnrioufly  does  grace  reign  through¬ 
out  the  pofpcl  l  It  is  the  golpd  of  the  grace  of  Gttd  :  Grace  has  provided  and 
given  it,  and  feuds  and  qualities  minifterE  to  preach  it  with  fhcccft;  it$  whote 
Jchemc  is  a  doctrine  of  free  grace,  and  ;dl  its  important  hleiiiugJi  are  conveyed 
merely  by  grace*  And  O  how  uniearchablt  are  the  riches  of  Chrift,  that  it  re¬ 
veals  and  brings  to  us  1  With  what  deep  friF-abafcment,  and  afteAiivg  adudrr- 
tiouof  divine  favour,  HioiiU  mimfters  retied  upon  the  honour  of  being  called 
aud  qualified  to  preach  them  I  And  who  can  exprefs  the  happinefs  of  thofe  that 
are  enriched  with  than  i  They  have  the  fweetrifc  fupports  under  all  prefent  tribu¬ 
lations  ;  and  when  they  are  enabled,  with  faith  and  patience,  to  bear  them,  cfpe- 
cialiy  tSmfc  that  are*  even  to  imprifonma-t,  for  the  fake  of  Christ,  this  will  prove 
to  be  an  honourable  tt'ftimony  to  the  truth  and  power  of  the  gofpd,  and  will 
turn  to  thrir  own  hell  account,  and  be  their  glory  ;  And  al!  this  they  may  coni- 
fortabty  hope  for,  tince  nothing  is  too  great  or  good  for  faith  to  afk,  or  for  God 
to  give,  on  Cbrifl/s  account*  What  more  comprdienltre  prayer  can  be  ottered, 
than  “  that  God  would  grant  acconlfog  to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to  he 
<(  ftrengthened  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner-man ;  that  Chrift  may  dwelt 
4  4  in  our  hearts  by  faith ;  (.bat  we,  bring  rooted  and  grounded  in  lew,  may  b* 
■*  able  to  comprehend,  with  ail  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and 
**  depth,  and  height,  and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift  which  padeth  knowledge  *( 
44  and  that  we  may  be  tilled  with  all  the  fulnefe  of  God  ?'J  Wbofe  thoughts  can 
fidty  flretch  to  all  this !  u  But  God  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all 
14  thatweaik  or  think,  according  lo  the  power  that  works  iirus/%  In  what  a 
humble  and  adoring  manner,  as  with  bended  fcncfcs ;  and  yet  with  what  encou¬ 
ragement  and  hope  fliould  we  addrefc  him,  as  the  Almighty  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  of  whom  the  whole  family  in  heavcu  and  earth  is  named  ! 
And  with  what  high  aicriptions  of  glory  Jhould  he  be  worftiipped,  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  by  the  church,  in  all  generations  upon  earth,  and  by  faints  and  angels  to 
all  eternity  in  heaven  !  Amen,  fo  let  it  be,  and  fo  it  (hall  be* 


CHAP,  IV. 

The  afojlb  proceed!  from  the  doftrinal  to  the  pra£tical  part  of  this 
eptffUi  which  he  introduces  with  a  general  exhortation  to  the  whole 
church ,  to  walk  worthy  cf  their  Chcijlian  callings  I.  .And  then  l ^ 
recommend  and  exemplify  it*  he  excites  them  by  feveral  weighty 
arguments  to  mutual  forbearance  and  union*  2> — 6,  To  a  due  ujh  cf 
all  their  f pi  ritual  gifts  and  graces  for  edification^  yt — 16>  To  pu* 

'  '  rity 
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rity  and  Miae/s  in  heart  and  lifet  17,-24.  And  to  take  betd  of 
fever  al  jins  that  were  praQifed  among  the  beat  hen  sy  bat  were  iwn* 
ffient  with  their  Chrijlian  profejftony  a 51 — 3*' 

Tbit.  Pfl.KAPHB.ASE. 

Y  Therefore,  the  Glnee  filch  great  and  glorious  privileges  and  blef- 
1  prijfton  of  th«  O  iiogs,  as  have  been  hitherto  difeourfed  of,  are  freely 
£*tiut ye*^>k  bellowed  upon  all,  and  every  one  of  you  that  are  true 
worthy  of  the  vo-  believers  in  Chrift,  whether  ye  be  Jews  or  Gentiles, 
«Miion  wherewith  (ebap'.  iii.  6.)  1  therefore,  who  am  a  prifoner  in  bonds, 
yc ««  oiled,  not  for  any  fault  of  mine,  but  by  the  wife  and  holy  dil- 
pofal  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  for  his  lake,  beeaufe  I 
faithfully  preach  his  gofpel,  in  all  its  extent,  to  Gentiles 
as  well  as  Je-JiSy  (chap.  iii.  I.)  and  for  his  honour  and 
glory,  that  1  might  bear  a  noble  teftimony,  by  not  on¬ 
ly  preaching,  but  alfo  fufFering  for  him  i  Even  1,  who 
am  not  afhamed  of  ray  chain,  earned! y  inrreat  you,  in 
bis  name,  and  by  tfaefe  bonds,  to  live,  and  a&  with 
conftancy  and  perfeverance  to  tbe  end,  at  fuch  an  ho¬ 
nourable  rate  as  becomes  the  gofpel,  (fee  tbe  note  on 
Luke  xxi.  36.)  and  is  every  way  agreeahle  and  orna¬ 
mental  to  the  high  and  holy  calling  of  God  in  ChriA 
Jefus,  wherewith  ye  are  called  externally  by  the  word, 
and  internally  hy  the  efficacious  operation  of  his  Spirit, 
to  glory  and  virtue ,  and  to  the  obtaining  tf  tbe  glory 
of  cur  Lord  Jefut  Chrift ,  (2  Pet.  i»  3.  and  2  Theft 
>4*) 

With  ail  3  As  evcr  ?c  wouhl  bring  credit  to  the  gofpel,  and 
fowlinefi  and  a&  fui table  to  its  fpiritual  privileges  and  obligations, 
mcctnefs,  u-ith  to  it,  that  the  whole  of  your  behaviour  be  with  all 
#!!*«  humbicnefs  of  mind,  elteeming  others  better  than 

■other  to  lore;  yourfelves,.  [Phi!,  11.  3.)  and  abaft ng  your  fouls  before 
God,  under  a  fenfe  of  what  ye  were  by  nature^  and  of 
your  utter  unworthineft  of  the  high  favours  that  be 
hath  bellowed  upon  you ;  and,  with  all  courteoufnefs, 
candour,  ealmnefs,  and  fweetnefs  of  temper  and  d»- 
portmem  towards  one  another :  Let  this  humility  and 
meeknefs  prevail  unto  all  reftraints  of  angry  paffions, 
on  account  of  affronts  and  injuries,  though  often  re¬ 
peated,  that  ye  may  bear  them  without  retaliating  or 
revenging  them  :  And  .as  to  the  weakneflesand  indtf 
cretions,  fiowardncfs,  and  peevifh  tempers  of  any  of 
your,  brethren,  of  whom  better  things  might  be  expec¬ 
ted,  overlook  them,  or  fuftain  them  with  a  calm  and 
compofed  fpirit,  that  rather  pities  and  excufee,  than  is 
offended  with,  and  would  di  ft  refs  your  fcUow-Cbrifti- 
ans ;  and  let  all  this  be  done  from  a  principle  of  love 
to  Chrift;  and  to  them  for  his  fake  •,  only  I$t  it  not  be 
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}  Eodavoor- 
tag  to  keep  tbe 
unity  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  in  the  bond  of 


4  Tbr*  fr  ooe 
body,  *nd  ooa 
Spirit^  even  b»  ye 
nt  called  b)  one 
hope  of  your  cal* 


1  One  Lord, 
one  faith,  one 


in  fuch  &  way  as  {hall  countenance,  or  indulge  them  in 
any  tbiog  that  is  iinfnl,  which  would  be,  in  effe£f,  to 
hate,  rather  than  to  tore  them,  (Lev*  six.  17.) 

3  In  this  manner  carefully  ftudy,  and  lay  out  your* 
felves,  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  and  diligence,  and  by  all 
proper  means  to  maintain  and  prefers  that  fpiritual 
onion  and  harmony  of  fouls,  which  is  the  fruit  of  th? 
Spirit,  and  confifts  in  that  mutual  peace,  which,  upon 
the  principles  before-mentioned,  is  the  bed  and  flronp- 
efl  bond  of  your  religious  fociery,  and  of  your  holy 
fellow  fh ip  together  in  a  church-date. 

4  This  amiable  union  ought,  by  all  means,  to  he 
cultivated  among  you,  confidering  the  joinMntere/t 
and  concernment  that  ye  hare  in  fuch  excellent  things, 
as  dire£tand  oblige  you  to  be  united  in  heartand  afire- 
non  ;  as,  to  mention  a  few  remarkable  particulars,  The 
Catholic  church  isbutone  myftical  body,of  which  Ch:  M 
is  the  Head,  and  ye  aie  all  alike  members;  and  therefore 
ye  fhould  have  the  fame  fellow* feeling,  concern,  and 
care  for  one  another,  (t  Cor*  xii*  35,  26,  27.)  and  on- 
and  the  lame  Divine  and  Holy  Spirit,  of  which  ye  are 
partakers,  animates,  guides,  and  dwells  in  the  whole 
myftical  body,  and  in  every  member  of  it,  in  whom  he 
ulfo  has  wrought  the  fame  fpirit  and  temper  after  his 
one  likenefa,  who  is  the  Spirit  of  lore  and  peace;  and 
therefore  ye  ought  to  a£t  with  united  hearts,  according 
to  his  dictates,  under  his  influence,  and  in  refemblancc 
of  him ;  But  to  have  hearts  difaffefled  one  to  another, 
b  like  having  two  or  more  fouls,  and  that  cf  contrary 
difpofitions  and  qualities,  in  one  body-  Ye  are  like- 
wife  called,  by  grace,  to  God’s  kingdom  and  glory, 
(j  Thejf  ii.  1a.)  as  the  one jtimmary  ohjefl  of  your  hope; 
and  in  your  efieftual  calling,  ye  are  partakers  of  one 
and  tbe  fame  grace  of  hope,  which  terminates  on 
Chrift,  as  its  only  foundation  ;  and  therefore  ye  Ihould 
lire  in  harmony  and  peace,  as  heirs  together  of  the 
grace  of  life,  and  expectants  of  one  and  the  fame  blcf- 
fed  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light. 

5  There  is  one  Lord  and  Saviour  of  all  true  belie* 
vers,  even.  Jcfos  Chrift,  who  is  the  only  Mediator, 
Head,  and  King  of  the  church  ;  and  therefore  ye 
ought  to  unite,  as  with  one  heart  and  foul,  in  your  de¬ 
pendence  upon  him,  in  your  allegiance,  ‘  love,  and 
obedience  to  him,  and  in  your  finceie  affedlion  to  all 
bis  fubjefls,  according  to  the  laws  of  his  kingdom: 
There  is  alfo  one  and  the  fame  ruh  and  doff r hie  cf 
faith,  and  one  object  of  it,  and  one  fort  of  like  ptcciou? 
faith,  which  is  common  to  the  whole  church  of  Chrifi, 
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C  One  God  ind 
Father  of  att, 
who  jf  above  all, 
and  through  all* 
and  in  you  ilk 


and  tbefe  are  to  be  entertained  and  improved  by  tbe 
fame  actings  of  faith  in  every  member  of  it  }  and  there* 
fore  this  faith  fliould  work  by  love  to  him,  its  glorions 
objett,  and  to  one  another  for  his  fake:  And  the  bap- 
tifnt  of  all  that  belong  to  the  church  of  Chrift  is  but 
One  in 'its  nature,  tendency,  and  defign,  whether  ye 
conlider  it  as  tbe  internal  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Gboft, 
by  w  hich  they  are  renewed  and  fanQified  ;  or  as  tbe 
external  ordinance  of  baptifm  with  water,  which  is  to 
be  but  once  admimitered,  and  by  which  that  fpiritoat 
benefit  is  lignified ;  and  they,  in  token  of  it,  are  vifi- 
bly  and  folemnlv  devoted  to  fhe  Father,  Soir,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  are  enrolled  in  the  Chriftian  church,  and 
brought  under  the  ftrongeft  bonds,  to  be  entirely  and 
uurclervedly  the  Lord’s,  in  whofe  one  name^Ja-oppo* 
fition  to  a)]  other  gods,  they  are  baptized,  (fee  the 
note  and  paraphrase  on  Matth.  xxviii.19.)  ■,  and  there* 
fore  ye  fhould  behave  with  the  utmoft  unanimity  in  a£k- 
ing  up  to  chara&cr,  and  anfwering  your  obligations, 
according  to  your  holy  principles  and  profeflion. 

.  6  To  conclude  thefe  engaging  unitieit  The  Cove¬ 
nant  God  and  Father  of  all  fincere  believers,  whether 
they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles ,  is  but  one,  (Rom.  tit.  29,  30.) 
and  they  all  Rand  in  the  neareft  relation  to  him,  as  bis 
people  and  his  children  *,  who  is  infinitely  above  them 
all  in  his  own  nature  and  perfe&ions,  and  in  bis  do¬ 
minion  over  them ;  yea,  is  exalted  above  all  bleffing 
and  praife  j  and  whofe  fpecial  influence  diffiifes  through 

all 


N  O 

*  Though  God  Stay  be  (tiled  “  the  Father 
“  of  all  things  univer&Uy,  who  is  above, 
“  through,  and  hi  them  all,”  as  he  created 
and  upholds  them,  and  lias  filpreme  domi¬ 
nion  over  them ;  and  as  in  hint  we  lire,  and 
hove,  and  bare  our  being;  yet  ibt  father  of 
ell,  ftc.  in  this  place  evidently  BUM  Cnme- 
thing  more  peculiar  and  ditKngiiilJiine,  with 
fperial  relation  to  all  Ms  feiete,  and  to  hi, 

clou?  and  cffcrtual  ujjcrerion  in  thc:*» :  for 
tins  bell  fuiis  (he  defign  nf  the  apoftte’s  ar¬ 
gument,  and  is  moft  agreeable  to  all^  tbe 
uther  iT>fla.ncta'S  of  union  before  recited, 
vlitch  undoubtedly  have  a  pari  irate  r  and  re¬ 
strained  re/crtnce  to  tbe  church ;  and  the  at! 
here  intends  admits  of  a  vL-ry  ta«V  conflruo 
don,  as  acfwcrina;  to  the  CkC  Mj7  ver*  4. 
and  to  ycu  alt  hi  the  clufc  of  this  v^rli.  But 
when  ihe  Father  of  alt  true  bciicvpn  5s  laid 
to  be  oec  Gtidj  this  11a  more  excludes  the 
Foa  and  Spirit  from  being  C together 
with  the  than  ChrUr*  bring  c-lltfd 

toe  Lstd^  and  rhe'Huly  Ghoft  Spirit 3  vrr* 
4,  I.  CKCiiitk?  tin:  Fa* her  from  being  iwd 
arid  Spirj  \u: h  thin  ;  :\a-X  v  b  K  U 


T  In¬ 
here  laid  of  Gtti  the  Father  u  mr  or  abort 
alt  (trt  ratlin)  b  ft  id  of  Chr\fi  BS  OW  aft 
(ire  tJKrlar)  God  hltfftd  fvr  fW,  Rom-  IX. 
S ■)  and  as  Ute  Fattier  is  through  am)  he  all 
believers,  and  all  thin «  that  refer  to  them  j 
Q*  it  is  fejd.of  our  Lord  Jdiw  Chriftt  that  all 
things  are  fry  htm  or  through  himt  (t,  *  ra  tat* 
fa)  r  Cor*  viiu  <S,  and  that  he  &th  alt  in  d/^ 
i'ph.  i.  1 3.  and  believers  are  tne  +t  (caplet 
*l  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  whom  the  Spirit 
“  of  God  d  *eibr”  j  Cor*  tit.  16 •  Tbcre- 
fore  ntf  Godji/td  Father  of  alt  may  be  conG* 
dertd  either  as  a  perfonal  charaftcr,  and  Jb 
the  meaning  is,  that  there  is  but  one  Gpd 
the  Father,  in  diftinftiotx  from  God  the  Son 
and  Spirit ;  or  as  a 0  cjkutial  character,  and 
fo  there  is  but  one  true  God  iftetofive  of  tbe 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Gholt,  to  whom  we 
are  devoted  in  our  baptifm,  ter,  j,  m  oppo-* 
ill jqn  to  ail  faife  gods ;  and  with  juft  the 
time  propriety  it  may  be  fatd  there  u  tote  Gad 
the  Sw,  and  one  Gtd  the  Spirit r  to  diftingniih 
tliein  ftrfaaatiy  from  The  Father*  and  rjfen* 
ti'ifiy  from  ail  futft  eodi* 
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all  and  every  part  of  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift,  to 
preserve,  govern,  and  fupply  them ;  and  who,  by  his 
fpirit  and  grace,  dwells  in  all  of  you  that  believe,  as 
in  his. temple,  and  works  in  every  one  of  you  that 
•which  it  welLpUafing  in  his  J>ght,  through  Jefus  Cbnjt, 
(HeU  xiii-  21.)  and  therefore  ye  ought  to  be  of  one 
heart  and  foul  in  your  acknowledgments,  love,  and  re¬ 
verence  of  him,  and  in  your  obedience  and  fubjeckion 
to  him,  as  your  own  God  and  Father ;  and  ftiould  love 
as  brethren,  and  as  children,  that  have  one  and  the 
8^  onto  c.  feme  God  for  your  heavenly  Father- 
very  oDcatbk  7  But  tbough  we  are  all  members  of  one  Catholic 
giro  gncxacrar-  church,  and  there  are  fo  many  important  things,  in 
fin? of  tuflftaf  which  we  are  agreed,  and  therefore  ought  heartily  to 
rhrfn  unite  in  the  bonds  of  love  and  peace  :  yeT  there  are 

other  things,  in  which,  as  members  of  the  fame  body, 
there  is  a  beautiful  difference  between  us,  with  refpcct 
to  fpiritual  offices  and  endowments,  which  all  proceed 
from  one  and  the  fame  Author,  and  are  fully  confident 
with  the  mod  excellent  and  defirable  union,  and  fob- 
fervient  to  the  fame  common  end-  And  that  none 


may  be  difeontented  on  the  one  hand,  or  proud  on  the 
other,  and  none  may  envy  ordefpife  another.  Let  it  be 
confidered,  that  a  It  the  variety  of  graces,  and  fpiritual 
gifts  and  attainments,  which,  in  one  degree  or  other, 
we  are  leverally  favoured  with,  are  given  to  us,  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  defer ts,  but  by  an  a 6k  of  mere  grace,  in 
fach  meafures  and  proportions,  as  Chrift  fees  fine  ft  and 
beft  to  beftow  them  upon  u«,  not  only,  for  the  benefit  of 
our  own  fouls*  but  Hkcwifc  for  the  edification  of  one 
another,  (i  Cor.  xii*  7,) 

t  Wherefcw  g  This  appears'from  a  remarkable  ferif^me*  prophecy 
°f  Chrift,  where  Godfpeaking  by  David%  in  ailufon 
high,  fcclcd<*i>~  to  the  triumphs  of  conquerors,  fays,  with  reference  to 
■  tiritycaptirc, ud  the  Meffiahj-fP/i/.  Ixriu.  i8.)  when,  after  victory  ob- 
^  gift*  ucto  joined  over  all  bis  enemies,  he  afeended  in  grandeur 
and  triumph  up  to  glory,  thoufandsof  angels  attending 
him>  as  his  pompous  train,  he  led  fin,  Satan,  the 
■*  world,  and  death,  as  his  fpoils  of  war,  and  cap:ivcs, 
in  chains;  even  thofe  very  enemies  that  had  taken 
multitudes  captive,  and  en (laved  them  *  :  And  as 
note,  great 

*  The  Wanted  Mr  forte  in  an  appendix  when  any  were  brought  info  captivity  *i:ii 
tfl  thijTcifc,  p,  i^toujdiires,  that  fihrilVi  the  content  of  the  captive,  it  u 
-leading  tapbvtty  is  to  be  under  ft  o*d  taken  in  a  had,  ft  well  as  at  other?  in  ;*  j;.j#  <1 

of  %*rd*s£tk :  am!  yet  hr  allows  that,  if  we  fenfe  5  lb  ifcat  his  notion  rcfU  on  a  vciy 
were  to  be  entindy  guided  by  the  etymology,  certain  fooml^mn;  4nd  1  An  ro’  ni)iy  ap- 
Ckc  wold  these  uM  would  relate  10  perfoit*  pvehend,  bow  the  holy  angds  c.  n  hr 
taken  in  war;  and  site  inftaneci he  <1  wptivirjt  which  our  Lord  lea  cgpi.vt, 

from  the  Ntv  Tejiamm  for  a  dilferent  fepfe,  £$«  nlfo  the  note  tm  Cnh  ii,  t  $.} 
dtbtt  aliijdc  lo  war,  or  a  viofc:rt  f-*f  f  tr/;  os 
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great  generals  and  prints  ufe  to  fcatter  Iargefles  or  do¬ 
natives  among  the  people,  with  a  liberal  band,  in  days 
of  public  entry,  with  the  fpoils  of  war,  into  their  ca¬ 
pital  cities,  fo  our  Lord  Jefu$  Chrift,  having  fpotled 
principalities  and  powers,  (Col.  ii.  15.)  diftribnted  the 
moft  excellent  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Spirit,  with  the 
richeil  profufion  f,  among  men  of  all  nations  upon 
earth,  as  free  and  glorious  afeenfion  gifts  to  them,  for 
whom  he,  as  Mediator  and  Head  of  the  church,  re* 
ceived  them  of  his  Father,  as  the  reward  of  bis  foffer- 
ings  and  death,  that  he  .might  give  them,  even  to  the 
moil  unworthy  and  rebellious  Gnners,  fadufive  of  the 
Gentiles ,  that  a  reconciled  God  might  place  his  taber¬ 
nacle,  and  take  up  his  gracious  abode  among  them. 

9  (How  that  9  Now  when  it  is  faid  that  be  afeended  up  on  high 

M^boMhiHw  *n  ^UC**  a  v‘^orious  ant*  triumphant  manner,  as~was  fit 
-Iu>drfc«>dtd£rA  f°r  nonc  but  a  God  to  be  honoured  with,  and  as  none 
imo  the '  lower  could  have  been  capable  of,  but  he  who  was  declared 
part,  of  ihccurJi  ?  f0  fo  ffo  Qfol  with  power  by  his  rcfurrt&ion  from 

the  dead,  (Rom.  i.  4.)  what  does  this  intimate  to  us, 
but  that,  as  his  mediatorial  triumph  was  founded  on 
his  obedience  unto  death ;  fo  antecedent,  and  in  order 
to  his  glorious  exaltation,  be  descended  from  heaven  to 
earth  in  the  aflumption  of  the  human  nature  into  per¬ 
sonal  union  with  himfeif,  and  was  conceived  in  the 
womb  of  the  virgin  Mary ,  (Luke  i.  30,  31.*)  and, 
being  brought  forth,  lived  in  a  (late  of  humiliation  and 
fulferings  in  this  lower  world,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of 
divine  juflice,  till  at  length  he  was  crucified  and  buri¬ 
ed  in  the  grave  ? 

10  He  that  dt-  -  10  That  Jefus,  who  in  this  manner  bumbled  him- 

fcejided,  rdf 

NOTES, 

f  The  here  intended  molt  dlreftiy  re-  thefe  gift*,  n$  the  ap*ftla  afterward*  explain* 
fei  to  t hole ext raordtnary  onea  iJiat  were  be--  liimfelf,  ver.  nt — if. 
it?'jrcd  upon  th*  diuren  in  if*  officers,  but  *  The  lower  p<i rfs  of  the  earthy  is  a  phrase 
rr^y  UJtrwift  he extended  to  all  the  gifts  and  iifcd  in  the  Old  Tdtimejil  for  the  wai,  PC 
mtus  of  the  Spirit,  that  private  members,  Otxxix.  ij.  and  for  the  frawt  PC  Uiii,  p* 
'a  well  a*  church  officers,  whether  ordinary  and  ChriA’s  being  hurird  »  railed  Ml  being 
extraordinary,  arc  favoured  with:  For  in  the  heart  of  the  ear:h,  Matth- xii- 40-  But 
alMort  »  to  conqueror*  throwing  rtirir  as  hi*  afeettdieg  counins  everything  that  r- 
brpcift*  among  the  comma*  people i  and  the  late*  to  hn  ghrif cation ;  fo  hi*  defending may 
gifts  here  meant  were  received  by  Chrift,  as  be  eonfidered  as  including,  not  only  his  iji* 
Min  and  Mediator,  in  ^rder  to  his  {Wing  carnation  and  bnrialt  but  the  whole  fiote  of  h\e 
iScrti  to  the  rcbt/lhfis,  that  the  Lord  God  ntifh  httnoTuah*  upon  earth  :  And  a?  his  defetaditg 
dwell  amtog  them*  a*  ii  is  exprdled,  PiaL  is  inferred  from  his  aficsJiHg,  this  gees  upon 
)xMl  tB*  to  which  this  pifTagc  refers.  Ac-  a  fuppoftiion  of  his  being  God,  who  was  ori- 
^irdinjly  Be  efended  that  he  might  f'l  all  ginallyr  from  above,  as  he  faid  of  himfeif, 
vtr.  10-  ind  the  of  the  body  John  iii.  tj#  otherwite  there,  is  no  confc- 

jr*  Chtlfl  that  many  might  be  framed  into  it,  queues  from  Vxsafending  to  his  defending  w 
tlnd  ail  its  members  might  derive  virtue  from  hare  all  tl>e  faints  will  attend  to  heaven*  tho* 
biuij  m  tb.cir  U^tdf  feem  to  be  included  hi  none  of  them  firft  drfeended  from  thence. 

Vid*  Zdvch*  in  b:. 
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feuded  ii  the  felf  to  fuch  an  amazing  degree,  {fee  Phil,  ii.  3.)  is  the 
feuded  opto* «'  ver?  kme  divine  perfon,  that  alfo  (after  he  had  con- 
bM  alt  luevetu,  quered  all  his  fpiririiat  enemies.)  afcended  up  to  the 
thit  he  might  fill  throne  of  God  his  Father,  to  fit  down  oo  the  right-hand 
all  Uungi.)  0f  [he  Majefty  on  high  in  the  third  heaven,  far  above 
the  region  of  the  air,  and  all  viable  heavens;  and  he 
afcended  fox  this  important  end  and  purpofe,  that  in 
virtue  of  the  merit  of  his  death,  a  nd  of  the  vkiory  and 
triumph  of  his  rtfiure&ion  and  afeenfion,  be  might  fill 
the  whole  church ;  and  all  its  officers  and  members, 
and  might  fill  up  all  its  ordinances  and  adminiftrations 
with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Spirit,  by  pouring  them 
out  abundantly  from  on  high ;  and  fo  might  perfect  all 
things  that  relate  to  tbe  further  execution  of  his  offices, 
and  to  the  falvation  of  the  church  ;  and  might  fulfil  all 
types  and  prophecies  concerning  himfelf,  that  are  not 
,,  yet  accompli  Died. 

feme,  "apoftta*  1 1  And  in  purfuit  of  this  great  and  gracious  deftgn,  he 
and  feme,  pro-  among  other  of  his  liberal  and  free  donations,  and  in  fub- 
e-rantdiiu  *^°iod  fenr‘and«  to  the  reft,  fumifhed  the  church,  firft,  with  ex~ 
fem^paftef*  and  traordinary  officers,  that  were  only  temporary,  as  needful 
ttKhen;  in  its  infant-ftate  and  firft  .plantation  of  the  gofpel :  Of 

this  fort  he  appointed  and  ordained  fome  apoftles,  that 
were  to  be  his  chief  minifters  and  fpccial  witnefies,  a3 
having  feen  him  after  his  refurrectfon,  and  received  their 
cammiffion  immediately  from  himfelf,  and  been  endow¬ 
ed  with  privileges  peculiar  tothemfelves ;  fuch  as  an  a- 
bllity  of  fully  communicating  the  whole  fchemeof  tbe 
gafpel  under  divine  mfpiratlon,  and  a  furniture  of  pow¬ 
ers,  not  only  of  working  all  forts  of  miracles,  but  alfo 
of  conveying  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  believers  by  the  laying 
on  of  their  hands.  Thefe  our  blefled  Saviour  molt  fo- 
lemnly  confirmed  in  their  office,  and  eminently  quali¬ 
fied  for  it,  by  a  plentiful  eifufion  of  his  Spirit  after  his 
refurre&ion  and  afeenfion,  though  he  had  chofen  and 
fent  forth  many  of  them  to  it  before  his  death.  He  alfo 
gave  fome  prophets,  that  were  enabled  to  explain  the 
Old  Teftament-prophecies,  and  foretel  things  to  come 
by  an  immediate  infpiration ;  and  fome  evangelijls , 
whofe  office  it  was  to  attend  and  affift  the  a  potties  in 
their  travels,  and  in  their  work,  and  to  go  on  tneirmef- 
fages,  and  fettle  churches  in  various  difiant  places  where 
the  3poftles  had  preached  the  gofpel,  but  could  notftay 
any  length  of  time  to  carry  on  and  finilh  the  begun 
work  ;  And  befidcs  thefe,  he  in  the  riches  of  his  love 
and  care  appointed  ordinary  officers,  to  be  of  perpetual 
Handing  ufe,  as  whit  will  be  needful  to  the  church  thro* 
all  generations  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  Of  thefe  he 

inflhcied. 
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inftitnted,  and  endowed  with  fpiritual  gifts  and  graces, 
fome  paflors,  who  are  alfo  {tiled  bijhops,  aAil  elder s^ 

■  that  thould  be  fettled  in  particular  churches  to  take  a 
peculiar  care  of  them,  to  prefide,  watchi  and  role  o- 
ver  them  in  the  Lord,  and  to  adminifter  alt  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  worffiip  and  difciplinc,  as  well  as  to  preach 
the  word  to  them :  And  for  affiftants.to  diefe,  in  like 
manner  as  the  twangelifts  were  to  the  apoftles,  he  gra- 
cioully  appointed  other  minifiers  of  the  gqfpel at  targe* 
to  be  employed  in  rations  churches  and  congregations, 
as  occafions  might  require,  though  not  with  full  power 
to  perform  all  the  parts  of  the  palloral  office  *. 

,  _  iz  This  wife,  holy,  and  gracious  appointment,  of 

feftinjfof  **  The  ^cfe  eatious  officers,  is  fuited  and  defigned,  and,  by 
rains  for  the  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord  upon  them,  is  fuccefsfnl, 
wrk  of  the  n>i-  frfar  rot  ar«ft^(A  for  joining  in  and  comp] ea tine  the 
r:tifv'iug  of  the  number  of  the  (aims,  and  their  various  gifts  and  gra- 
Wy of  drift:  cea,  that  they  may  adhere  to  thrift  by  faith,  and  to 
one  another  by  love  \  and  for  uniting  and  compacting 
thofe  that  are  renewed  and  fandifted,  by  meaos  of  their 
miniftrarions,  into  a  regular  and  orderly  Ibclety,  and 
letting  thofe  memhers  to  rights,  and  reducing  them  to 
their  proper  place,  that  are,  at  any  time,  diflocated  by 
their  falls  L  He  alfo  ordained  them  to  their  refpedire 
offices,  for  their  faithfully  difpenfmg  the  word  and  or¬ 
dinances  with  labour  and  diligence,  and  for  his  ren¬ 
dering  the  work  of  the  gofpel-miniftry  authentic,  and 
effe&ual  to  all  fpiritual  and  faring  porpofes :  And  be 
gave  them  for  the  building  up  of  the  myftkal  body  of 
Chrift,  the  chore  h,  in  light,  faith,  love,  and  joy,  and 
hi  all  holy  obedience)  as  alfo  Tor  making  continual  ad¬ 
ditions  to  them  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  fared.  One  or 
other  of  thefe  officers,  as  particularly  pafiors  and 
teachers t  are  to  be  continued  in  the  church,  by  the 
institution  of  Chrift,  for  {erring  theft  blrffed  por- 
pofts ) 

tj  Till  we  alt  ,,  Till  all  of  us,  whether  JeM>s  or  G cntilrsl  weak 

or 


NOTES. 

*  Some  chink  that  pojfort  and  Ueehtrt  fcfituw  of  thet  chi;£*t  fo  as  to  place  fbw 
mean  the  Gune  office;  and  us  not  being  fald  wrk  of  t ht  mittt/r iy  hrftfe  the  of 

fimg  paftorSt  and  first  Jtatfart,  juft  in  the  ibc  fdttts.  But*  as  fir  is  I  ffee,  they  may 
fame  diftiuftive  way,  as  u  ufcd  with  itTpeft  fand  with  propriety  enough  In  the  twkr  m 
:i>  cxtni&rdinorj  officers^  may  feem  iq  conn-  which  we  find  them,  according  to  the  feoh 
tenaace  that  thought-  But  is  ail  teachers  gtren  m  the  pwapbnfh ;  and  this  order  b 
are  not  pofton,  though  all  paftort  ere  ttmh-  extremely  beautiful  if  we  receive  Dr  Mar* 
trjt  and  u  all  the  foranenrtoned  officers  are  fiat*  rendering  of  the  original,  which  fond* 
ill ttingri (bed  from  och  other,  I  nuher  thufe  thus,  *'  for  the  fitting  out  holy  pcffoftt  to 
i:>  wrfertUud  payors  and  teachers,  with  the  iC  the  work  of  the  miniflry,  to  the  edifying 
difference  made  between  them  in  the  para*  4t  the  body  of  Chrift;  in  BfaikywlC*  Sacred 
fbiafe,  Cbilics,  vilt  ii,  p,  ih- 

i  The  Weed  Gratis  vttzld  hare  i  Ir&of* 


conic  in  theuoity 
of  the  faith,  and 
of  .the  knowledge 
of  the  Son  of 
God,  untoaper- 
fc£t  man*  unto 
the  me*  fare  of 
the  Azlifre  of  the 
fulucfiof  drift; 
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or  ftrong  believers,  that  are  members  of  this  royftical 
body  of  Chrift,  (incloding  thofe  that  now  do,  and  here- 
after  (hall  believe  in  fucceffivc  generations  to  the  end 
of  the  world)  fli all  meet,  and ‘be  cemented  together  in 
an  entire  agreement  about  the  do&rinesof  faith,  and  in 
the  fweeteft  harmony,  union  and  onenefs,‘by  means  of 
the  fame  kind  of  fpecial  faith  in  Chrift’,  and  of  a  clear, 
affe&ionate  and  fiducial  knowledge,  and  ap¬ 

proving  acknowledgment  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
as  a  divine  perfon,  and  the  only  Lord  and  Saviour ;  and 
fo,  by  gradually  improving  in  gifts  and  graces,  lhall, 
at  length,  arrive  at  a  (late  of  compleat  manhood  in  fpi- 
ritual  undemanding,  vigour,  ftrength  and  attainments 
of  every  valuable  kind,  even  unto  the  full  proportion  of 
that  mature  age  and  fpiritual  llature  in  Chrift,  which 
he  defigns  us  for,  and  which  is  acquired  by  derivation 
from  his  mediatorial  fulnefs,  and  makes  up  the  utmoft 
fulnefs  of  bis  myftieal  body  that  it, is  capable  of  under 
him  as  its  head,  with  regard  to  the  perfedfion  of  its 
graces,  comfort  and  holinefs  in  heaven,  as  well  as  to 
the  compleating  of  the  whole  number  of  the  eleO : 

1 4  That,  in  this  way, .  we  may  not  continue  to  be, 
as  fome  of  us  too  much  are,  like  children  in  knowledge 
and  undei Handing,  weak  in»faith, -wavering  in  judg¬ 
ment,  taken  with  every  new  thing,  and  eafily  milled  ; 
nor,  like  a  (hip  without  ballait  in  a  tempeftuous  fea, 
tofTed  and  tumbled  hither  and  thither 
npiftpapin,}  or  driven  about,  like  flying  clouds,  by  every 
erroneous  dodtrine,  which  may  be  compared  to  the 
wind  for  iuftability  and  force,  through  the  fallacies, 
fophifms,  and  crafty  doublings  of  artful  and  deflgning 
men,  who  aQ  like  jugglers  in  calling  a  die,  {<»  **  *^iw) 
by  plaufible  pretences',  and  fubrle  methods  of  cheating 
and  impoflng  upon  us $ 

15  But  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  may  Gncerely 
fpeak  of,  and  plead  for  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  with  a, 
fpirit  of  love  to  Chrift,  to  the  truth  itfdf,  and  to  the 
fouls  of  others  i  and  may,  like  living  members  of  a 
living  head,'  increafe  in  all  light,  grace  and  holinefs, 
and  in  every  part  of  the  new  creature,  by  virtue  of  our 
union  with  him,  in  conformity  to  him,  -and  for  his  ho¬ 
nour  and  glory,  who  is' our  only  vital  head,  even  Chrift 
himfelf. 

16  From  whom,*as  from  the  head  and  fountain,  the 
whole  myftieal  body,  f  that  is  Compofed  of  many  mem¬ 
bers 

NOTE. 

f  Here  tj  a  manifeft  alluGon  fo  the  human  and  mer&bert,  knit  together  by  variant  liga- 
Mjy  which  u  competed  o*  diftcrcut  bints  and  lurutthed  with  bciics,  tendons 


14  That  we 
henceforth  be  no 
more  children  , 
coded  to  and  fro, 
'  tod  carried  about 
with  every  wind 
of  doftrinC}  by 
the  flight  of  men, 
sxd  cunning  craf- 
tjneft,  whereby 
they  lie  in  wait 
to  dcctivc; 


ij  But  fpnk- 
jng  the  truth  lo 
love,  may  prow 
up  into  him  in  all 
things,  which  is 
1  he  head,  cmm 
Chrift; 


1*  From  whon 
the  whole  body 
£tly  joined  toge¬ 
ther* 


Ch.  it. 
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ihfir,  Rod  coro- 
paAed  by  that 
which  every  joint 
fnpplicth^iccord- 
ing  to  the  efleo 
hat  working  in 
the  mcafilrt  of 
every  part,  mak- 
tih  incraTtof  the 
body,  UQto  the 
edifying  of  tticLf 
i*  love* 


ty  This  T  foy 
therefore,  and  te> 
fllfy  in  the  Lord, 
that  ye  hence¬ 
forth  walk  not  as 
other  Gentiles 
walk,  in  the  ve¬ 
rity  §f  their 
mind. 


1 8  Having 
the  undtrftaad* 
mg  darkened  f  be¬ 
ing  alienated  from 
the  life  of  God, 
through  the  ig¬ 
norance  tlljkt  it 
in  them,  betaufe 
of  the  blindaefe 
*f  their  heart : 


bers,  which  are  duly  and  orderly  adapted  one  to  ano* 
ther,  and  cemented  together,  like  joint  to  joinr*  and^Ji 
of  which  are  united  to  Chrift,  the  head,  by  that  energy 
which  it  communicated  from  him  through  every  ordi¬ 
nance  and  officer  of  the  church,  and  through  every  pri¬ 
vate  member  in  its  place  amifphere  of  action,  according 
to  the  efficacious  operation  of  his  Spirit ;  which  being 
exerted  in  the  proportion  that  is  Timed  to  the  fiate,  cotw 
diiion  and  exigence  of  every  part,  produces  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  body  of  Chrift,  unto  the  building  of 
it  up  in  all  the  love,  which  every  member  ought  to 
have,  and  by  which  it  affe£tionatdy  a£ts  towards  him 
and  one  another,  and  toward  the  whole  church,  till  ic 
be  perfe&ed  in  the  heavenly  world. 

j;  Since  therefore  ye,  as  member^  of  Chrift,  are 
partakers  of  fuch  pi ivi leges,  and  advantages,  as  have 
been  but  now  recited,  ( verr  u»—  id.)  I  muft  again,  as, 
in  effeft,  I  did  before,  (xw.  i.)  earneflly  intreat  you, 
and  folemnly  injoin  it  upon  you,  in  the  name,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  is  wirnefr  of  wbae 
I  fay,  that  from  this  time  forward  ye  no  more  live  and 
a£t  like  other  Gtnti!tsf  who  ftill  remain  in  an  uncon* 
verted  flare*  but  that  ye  utterly  abandon  their  iinftil, 
fenfual,  worldly  and  idolatrous  courfes,  which  are  ail 
empty,  unprofitable  and  deceitful,  and  which  they  go 
into  through  the  vain  and  foolifh  conceit,  turn  and 
temper  of  their  own  depravod  minds* 

i B  For  the  nobleft  faculty  and  power  of  their  fouls, 
even  their  uud  erf  tan  ding,  in  all  its  thoughts  and  rea^ 
fonings  about  fpiritual  things,  is  overfpread  with  a 
thick  milt  of  ignorance  and  error  *  and  their  wills  and 
affections,  as  well  as  their  minds,  are  quite  itrangers 
and  averfe  to  the  way  of  life,  holinefs  and  happinefc, 
which  God  has  appointed,  and  to  that  fort  of  life  it* 
felf,  which  he  requires,  and  approves,  and  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of;  by  which  he  lives  in  the  foul,  and  it  lives  to 
him}  and  which  confifh  in  a  holy  communion  with 
Mm,  and  conformity  to  him*  Their  undemanding  U 
darkened  through  the  innate  and  wilful  ignorance,  that 
is  indulged,  increafed  and  confirmed  in  them,  relating 
to  what  they  might,  and  ought  to  have  known  of  God, 
even  bv  the  light  of  nature*,  (flam*  i.  ip,  ao,  an) 

And 


NOTES. 

sud  other  vtrtcUof  cMDminil<i:lon  from  the  (ft*  nr  xywai)  ibcm5  moft  dirafdy  to  »«* 
licaJ  to  every  put  of  the  body,  ^hich,  by  twer  to  thtir  having  the  unJcrftanttiflg  darken 
theftt  means,  UnoilriOicd,  aAuiiied,  and  in-  tdi  And  htcowft  of  tht  hBn4ittfst  or  railirr 
vigorated,  aad  vrnet  to  its  full  ftrcogib  and  ibrmgb  the  harairefs  of  tlicir  hc.irt  (Jw  tv* 
fctnre  autVtrs  to  bang  shd 

+  Through  tit  ignorant  that  U  iff  ft  cm  the  hfe  */  and  ib  the  iautrpiit  of 

Vol.  IV.  t  d 
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ip  Who,  bcifig 
pa  it  feeling  have 
given  thcrofUvcs 
over  uiiuj  bfcK 
v  ion  fads  ,  to 
work  all  unclean- 
nefa  with  greedt* 
oelJs. 


And  they  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  Godr  not  mere¬ 
ly  for  want  of  proper  inducements  to  feck  after  it  but 
through  a  chofen  and  cuftomary*  as  well,  as  natural  flu- 
pidity*  perver fends  and  hardnefs  of  their  own  carnal 
hearts  j  whereby  they  reGfl  and  Rifle  the  bell  fentiments 
of  their  own  minds  and  confciences,  as  not  liking  to 
retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  (Rom.  t.  28*) 

19  Who  through  their  contracted  habit  of  ignorance* 
error  and  hardnefs  of  heart*  and  through  tbe  righteous 
judgment  of  God  in  giving  them  up  to  their  own  fin 
and  choice*  (Rom.  i.  28.)  have  no  uneafy  painful  re- 
flections  upon  their  mnlti plied  and  grofs  iniquities  *  but 
are  become  quite  infenfible  of*  and  unaffefted  with* 
what  they  know  concerning  the  judgment  of  God ,  that 
they  which  commit  firch  things  are  worthy  of  deaths  (Rom. 
i.  32.)  their  confciences  being  feared  as  with  a  hot 
iron,,  (t.Tim.  iv,  a.)  and  fo  they  have  voluntarily,  and 
with  full  confent,  delivered  tbemfelves. up  »  all  man¬ 
ner  of.  abominable  filtbinefsm  their  affeftiona  and  con- 


33  Bolyfthavt 
nat  fo  learned 
Chilli ; 


If  £>bc  that 
Yc 


verfatjoris,  unto  the  p  raffing  of  the 'mod  (hameful  im¬ 
purities*  and  that  with  the  greateft  thirft  and  eagernefs 
in  their  thoughts  about  them,  and  in  their  defires  and 
purfuits  after  them*-  as  if  their  higheft  happinefs,  gain 
and  enjoyment  lay  in  them.  (See  ftflim.  i.  24, — 32.) 
This  is  the  hateful  and  deplorable  cafe  of  the  uncon¬ 
verted  Gentiles and  gives  the  true  piQure,  and  ac  af¬ 
fecting  vietj  of  what  ye  yourfelves  once  were*  and  of 
what  all  mankind  by  nature  arc*  or  would-be,  as  left 
to  the  power  of  their  own  corrupt  hearts,  (Chap.  it.  3.) 

20  But  as  for  you*  my  brethren*  who  arc  brought 
out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  light*  ye  have  not  thus 
learned  the  doctrines  of  Chrifl,  relating  to  hi$  perfon, 
offices  and  defign*  nor  the  obligations  ye  are  under  to 
him*  and  the  privileges  ye  have  received  from  him* 
which  are  all  pure  and  holy  ;  ye  have  not  learned  any 
thing  from  Chrift,  that  could  induce  you*  or  fo  much 
as  give  you  leave  to  allow  yourfelves  in,  or  venture  up¬ 
on  fiich  licentious  pra£tices  as  ■thefe*'  *  no*  your  very 
fouls  mud  needs  have  tbe  utraofl  abhorrence  of  them, 
and  your  lives  be  prevailingly  free  from  them  * 

21  If  (as  ye  p raids*  and  1  as  am  perfuaded  of  youf,} 


tbe  ver te  diftinftljr  iffsjns  the  immediate  learned  Cirijl ;  intimating  that  their  know- 
ciufcs  of  the.. two  evils  rcipcdirtlf,  that  are  ledge  of  him  would  not  fiifTcT  them  to 
mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  it.  into  the  forenjenrioned  immoral  nMirfcs, 


Hj  h  eft:  words,  jr  have  net  fi  Uarved  f  The spoil  le  explains  wlral  fort oT  Uwn- 
adjnft  of  two  of  rendering  ing  Ctrifi  he  meant,  viz.  not  merrlT  lha: 

which  amount,  in  to  the  fame  vnich  U  exicrtial  by  the  wnrd,  but  liteuif^ 
fcalce  One  is  a*  wc  have  it  in  our  tranfls*  that  which  ia  internal  si£il  ctfbOiul  l>y  hi* 
tion  j  and  the  other  id,  bat  ttotji  jr ;  jc  bdv*m  Spirit ;  accordingly  the  particle  iffiU 

niav 


Otifc 


The  EpljHe  ti  the  Ephesians  parapha/tf 


m 


ft  bm  heard 
him,  and  have 
lieen  taught  by 
him,  a*  the  truth 
is  to  Jefus: 


11  That  ye  put 
off,  concerning 
the  former  corf 
vefOtion,  tbe  old 
man,  which  it 
corrupt,  accord* 
tng  in  the  deceit** 
ful  lulls; 


a  i  And  be  ie- 
nc'ffcd  in  the  fpi- 
rit  of  your  miud; 


ye  have  indeed  onderftood,  hearkened  to,  believed  and 
obeyed  from  tbe  heart,  that  firm  if.  do&rine,  (Rom.  vi« 
17.)  which  yc  have:  beard  from  Chrift,  and  concerning 
bim.bjr  his  ftrvantS',  and  if  yc.  have  not  only  beard  by 
the  haring  of  the  ear,  but.  have  alfo  been  internally 
and  favingly  enlightened,  and  taught  by  his  Spirit  heard* 
ly  to  receive  the  troth  of  tbe  gofpel  in  its  limplicity  and 
purity,,  according  to  its  genuine  tendency  and  dcfign, 
as  it  was  delivered  by  the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf,  and  af¬ 
terwards  by  bis  infpired  apoftles,  and  was  exemplified 
in  bis  temper  and  conduft,  and  is  praQifed  by  all  thofe, 
who,  as  living  members  of  his  myftical  body,  are  uni¬ 
ted  to  him.  What  ye  hare  hereby  been  taught, ?and  in* 
fluenccd,  as  welt  as  obliged  to,  is ; 

22  That  ye  labour  by  his  grace,  and  in  the  ufe  of 
all  proper  and  appointed  means,  yet  more  and  more, 
and  even  entirely,  to  difeard  and  abandon  the  old  man, 
the  body  orfio,  (Rim.  vi.  6.  fee  the  paraphrafe  there,) 
which  difeovered  itfelf  in  your  former  wiclred  practices 
through  all  the  days  of  your  unregeneracy  ;  and  to 
throw  it  afide  with  abhorrence,  as  ye  would  an  old  fil¬ 
thy  garment,  that  is  no  longer  fit  to  be  worn,  it  being 
in  itfelf  the  mod  debating  evil,  chat  corrupts  all  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  the  foul,  and  all  the  members  of  the  body, 
and  tends  unto,  and,  uidefs  cured  by  renewing  grace, 
would  certainly  iflue  in  eternal  dsftru&ion,  according 
to  the  workings  of  its  impetuous  and  unlawful  appe¬ 
tites  and  inclinations,  which  deceive' carnal  hearts  with 
falfe  appearances  of  profit,  honour,  or  pleafure  j  and 
by  fpectolis  allurements  betray  them  into  unexpected 
lhame  and  cmfery. 

23  And  this  faving  knowledge  of  Chrift  excites  and 
binds  you,  not  only  to,  mortify  your  corruptions,  but 
alfo  to  abound  in  all  grace  and  holinefs,  that  ye  may 
prefs  after  a  ftill  further  renovation  H,  through  rhe 
fa  notifying  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirir,  in  the  inmolt 
powers  of  the  fou),  which  is  of  a  fptritual  nature,  but 
is  all  over  depraved  by  the  fall ;  and  particularly  after  a 
growing  renovation  in  your  underftanding,  that  fuperi-. 

or 


NOTES. 

may  be  confideted  u  putting  the  fuppofition  *  As  the  apoflfc  fuppofed  thatthefe  fipbe* 
for  argument's  fake;  <jt  elJe,  as  what  he  Jittni  had-  fcarrwf  Chnjtr  and  bun  u ugb:  If 


took  for  granted  was.' really  the  c:fe  of  theft 
Epbtfiens ;  And  tho1  (hit  form  of  cxprrf- 
fiim  might  be  defined  to  awiken  afertout 

1 _ ' _  ;  _  ^  t _ *  .jP  1 _ 1.  .  a  _  _ ‘ 


at  thr  mth  is  in  jrfhst  vcr.  to,  u,  he 
eopld  not  but  look  upon  then)*  hi  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  charily,  as  already  regenerated,  or 


ioqmry  to  their  atimh,  whether  they  wore  in-  Wn  rjiiii;  and  therefore  renewing  in 
truth  what  they  prole  fled  to  be ;  yet  it  f«m$  fpirit  gf  their  wrW,  mutt  relate,  not  to  the  fiifl 

rn  fir  k^rx*  ic  *  niriblr>  n*  w.irbr  Af  rh*  Spirit  in  their  roil  wer  firm,  bet  t.* 


fn  Ut  ufcd  here  u  a  p^rtkle  <rt  ttjtnnhgf  T3- 
thcrikai)  of  dcutliigy  aod  fo  fignifiet  in  a$ 
irjtcfi  jlt>  Or  feeing  t^ai  ye  havo  lie  aid,  itc 
(Sre  ihe  note  on  chap,  iji.  a.) 


D  d 


yurlc  of  the  Spirit  in  their  conwerfinn,  bet  t\> 
a  progfttfivcncfsiii  thofe  hoiy  principles  aiul 
difpp  fit  ions  that  were  nought  io  them  bj 
hc£Lrt-ihan$;nj 
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*4  And  that 
yc  put  on  the  new 
nun,  which  after 
God  is  created  in 
Ftghte+uftids  and 
iruc  toliuefi* 


*f  Wherefore, 
putting  my  ly¬ 
ing,  fpeak  every 
man  croih  with 
hiincigb  hour;  for 
we  are  members 
ohc  of  another, 


or  and  leading  faculty,  as  well  as  in  your  will  and  af¬ 
fections,  which  are,  or  ought  to  be  under  its  conduft. 

a 4  And  a  further  end  of  your  learning  Chrift  is, 
that  inftead  of  wearing  the  deformity  of  tbe  old  man 
any  longer,  by  giving  way  to  fin,  ye  may,  by  daily  and 
increafing  exercife&of  grace,  drefeand  adorn  yourfelves, 
(i  Pet*  iii.  3, 4.)  with  all  the  beauties  of  the  new  crea¬ 
ture,  which  is  formed  in  tbe  whole  man,  when  e/d 
things  are  paft  away,  and  ail  things  become  new,  (2  Cor. 
v.  17.)  and  which  may  be  called  the  new  man ,  becaufe 
of  its  excellent  qualities,  and  its  being  lately  begotten 
in  the  foul,  after  fin  had  continued  in  tong  pofleihon 
there ;  and  becaufe  it  is  not  corruptible ,  as  the  old  man 
U,  ( t  Pet.  iii.  4.)  And  this  new  man  is  God’s  own 
werkmatijbip,  created  bi  Chrift  Jefus  unto  goad  works , 
(Epb.  ii.  10.)  and  is  produced  by  his  infinite  wifdom, 
power  and  grace,  according. to  his  holy  will,  and  after 
his  own  image,  in  which  he  at  firft  created  man,  {Gen. 
i.  27.)  and  which  conlifts  in  divine  principles  and  dif- 
pofnions,  habits  and  a&s  of  juftice  and  honefty  towards 
our  fellow-creatures,  and  of  purity  and  piety  toward 
God  :  and  all  this  bolinefs  is  real,  internal  and  effec¬ 
tual,  in  oppofition  to  hypocrify,  and  to  the  external 
and  ceremonial  purifications  of  the  MofaicAsv,  and  is 
attended  with  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  which  is  a- 
notber  part  of  the  image  of  God,  {Col.  iii.  10.} 

25  Therefore,  according  to  thefe  advantages  and  ob¬ 
ligations,  take  heed  of  all  thole  fins  which  ye  former¬ 
ly  have  been  addicted  to,  but  which  are  dire£Uy  con¬ 
trary  to  your  Chriftian  character ;  as  for  inftance,  fee 
to  it,  that  ye  banifh  failhood  and  lies,  deceit  and  frauds 
of  every  kind,  to  the  re  mot  eft  diftance  from  your  de- 
figns  and  conversation,  as  the  moft  deteftahle  fins,  that 
fap  tbe  foundation  of  all  good  morality  itfelf,  and  are 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  man,  and  much  more  of  the 
Chriftian :  and,  as  God  commanded  Iftrael,  [Zech.  viii. 
16.)  let  every  one  of  you  fincerely  make  conference  of, 
and  pay  a  Arift  regard  to  tmth,  at  all  times,  in  every 
circumftance,  and  in  every  thing  that  he  fays  and  doer 
to  others,  whatever  temptations  he  may  have,  and 
whatever  any  of  the  heathens  may  teach  or  pra&ife,  to 
the  contrary*.  For  we  who  believe  in  Chrift,  are  as 
much  members  of  civil  fociety  as  ever ;  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  all  mankind,  as- having 
a  joint-intereft  and  concernment  in  the  welfare  of  the 

whole  \ 


NOTE, 

*  Tr  appears  from  (event  irj/A/fr-writtri,  fljcli  rates.  It  was  better  than  a  hurtful  till! 
tine  they  thought  it  lawful  to  tcUalle,  when  (bee  variour  reflimoiiics  to  this  purpot'c  iw 
it  might  be  profitable  for  them ;  and  that,  ia  l)r  IVinitji  tune  on  this  «crii.) 


Cb.  !r> 
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42  * 


i(  Be  ye  angry 
and  fm  nottlc* 
nut  the  fon  go 
down  upon  you r 
wrath; 


17  Neither  givre 
■place  to  the  devil* 


whole  ;  as  we  are  members  of  the  fame  fpirituaJ  body, 
of  which  Chrift  is  the  head  ;  and  therefore  ought,  ip  a 
fpectal  mapper,  to  avoid  deceit,  and  fpeak  the  truth  to 
our  fellow- Chrtftians,  chat  we  may  not  injure,  but  be 
helpful  to  one  another,  as  members  of  the  natural  body 
ufe  to  be. 

26  Watch  over  your  paflions,  that  they  may  be  kept 
under  due  government ;  and  as  anger  is  ape  to  get  the 
afcendency,  upon  every  lirtle  provocation,  labour  to 
regulate  and  reftram  it  f,  that  it  may  doc  become  Gn- 
fu),  either  by  your  being  angry,  without  a  caufe,  or  to 
anfwer  fume  bad  end;  or  by  letting  it  rife  to  ercefs, 
and  degenerate  into  fury,  rage  and  revenge,  even  when 
there  may  be  juft  oocafion  for  a  holy  refentment;  and 
if  at  any  time  it  throws  you  into  a  wrathful,  difeompo* 
Ting  perturbation  of  fpirit,  which  is  in  itfclf  fmfut,  be 
as  fpeedy  as  poffible,  in  looking  up  for  divine  affiftance, 
and  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  it,  and  to  he  reconciled 
to  your  brother,  according  to  our  Lord's  own  direction, 
(Mat*  v.  23,  24-* )  that  it  may  not  reft  in  your  bofoms, 
like  the  anger  of  fools,  { Eccl *  vti.  9.)  and  may  by  no 
mean*  remain  with  you  till  fun-fer,  to  diftraJft  your 
minds,  and  unfit  them  for  evening* prayer,  which  ought 
to  be  without  wrath  and  doubting^  (i  Tim*  it.  3.)  nor 
may  lye  down  with  you  to  difturb  your  fieep  in  the 
night,  nor  rife  with  you  the  following  day* 

27  *TU  the  work  of  your  great  adverfiry,  the  devil, 
to  irritate  and  inflame,  and  keep  up  turbulent  and  re* 
vengeful  pattern,  to  your  own  and  others  hurt  ;  as  ever 
therefore  ye  would  not  fuffer  Satan  to  have  a  place  hi 
your  hearts:  nor  would  gratify  him,  nor  give  him  an 
advantage  againft  you,  by  yielding  to  his  malicious 
and  deftrudtive  defigns ;  nor  would  be  hurried,  thrtf 
his  in  (ligations,  into  (lill  greater  fin  and  mifehieftn 
word  or  deed,  Hand  upon  your  guard  againft  his  temp* 
Cations  whenever  you  find  your  fpirlts  heated  ;  and  re* 
fid  bim  ftedfaftly  in  the  faith,  wbo  watches  all  occa- 

fious 

NOTES* 


*  B*  ye  is  not  to  betaken  asanex* 
r^rtutiott  lo  anger,  flitch,  absl  we  ire  na¬ 
turally  too  prone  to  of  ourfclvrs :  and  yet  it 
intimates,  ihat  alt  anger  in  its  own  nature  u 
oot  Gnfkjl :  but  may  he  allowable  upon  juft 
oetafons,  as  it  is  in  itfclf  an  innocent  pif* 
fion,  planted  in  rhe  original  fram&of  hoimn 
nature  to  be  exercifcd  in  a  proper  uid  decent 
meaner ;  and  was  To  by  the  bkifcd  and  ho* 
iy  Jefus  hiuifelf,  (Mark  iii*  J.) 

*  Let  not  ihc  fttn  dtrtv n  vpw  yavr  ivratb 

forms  r>  be  a  fort  of  proQfrbiat  exprcfHon,  to 

things  that  vughtto  be  done  without 


delay,  in  alfufion  lo  the  Uw  of  Ood,  which 
ordered  the  criminal,  ihxi  *as  handed  upon 
a  tree,  to  lac  buried  the  lame  djy,  and  the 
hire  of  a  poor  fervent  not  to  be  kept  bach 
till  the  tint  fhuuid  go  down  upon  it* 
s.s\,  is,  13,  and  xxiv,  14*  1$.  And  even 
Pjihaiort}it  a  heathen  phiiofopher,  injninrd 
his  difciple*,  that  after  any  quarrel,  nrctiu* 
tiunehou:  behaviour  through  anger,  they 
fhould  thake  hands  2nd  become  friends  again, 
befote  the  Tun  went  down.  (JJ:c  Dr  iDvj- 
jjrffli1  s  a^tc  here*) 
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Cl,  iv. 


*8  Let  him 
thatftolc,  rteal  no 
more:  butmher 
lee  him  tslxnir, 
working;  Kith  his 
hands  the  tli 
which  U  good, 


(Tons  to  enfnare  you,  and  and  ivafks  about  at  a  roaring 
lion ,  feeiing  whom  he  may  devourt  (i  Pet.  «•  8,  9  *) 
and  take  heed  of  giving  ear  to  falfe  accufers  and  il  ir- 
derers  of  your  neighbours,  who,  as  -Satan’s  inftru- 
tnents,  would  inceufe  you  againft  others  without  any 
juft  ground  ;  and  fo  would  put  you  upon  fuch  unjuftifi- 
able  expreflionc  of  Undue  anger,  as  might  give  occafion 
to  heathens  and  unbelievers  of  reviling  your  holy  pro- 
feilion  of  Cbritt  and  his  gofpd. 

28  And  if  there  <be  any  among  you,  who,  before  he 
was  brought  to  thte  knowledge  of  Chiilt,  had  accuftom- 
ed  htmfelf,  and  thought  there  was  no  great  harorln  ir, 
as  fome  of  the  -heathens  dof,  to  pilfer,  wrong  and 
cheat  his  neighbour  -in  a  clamkfttne -manner,  to  fupply 
tohe  niay’haT*  Jiis  own  wants,  or  maintain  himfelf  in  idlenefs;  or  if, 
gi««  to  him  even  fince  his  conversion,  he  retains  light  thoughts  of 
Slut  needed).  this  fin,  and  continues  to  be  ftill  addicted  to  ir,  let 
fuch  an  one  henceforth  (how  that  be  has  fo  learned 
Chtift,  as  utterly  to  abhor  and  abandon  thefe  unrigh¬ 
teous  and  injurious  practices,  which  arc  not  only  in- 
con Gdent  with  all  the  tnfiirutions  of  Chriftianity  ;  but 
are  defttuftive  of  -perfonal  property,  and  direft  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  moral  law,  and  the  common  rights  of  man¬ 
kind  :  -but,  on  the  contrary,  let  him  think  it  his  dury, 
and  make  it  his  care  'and  practice,  to  lead  an  honclt 
and  ufeful  life -of -labour  and  fervice,  according  to  the 
ftation  and  employment  to  which  God,  in  his  provi¬ 
dence,  lias  called  him  j-and  if 'his  eircumftances  and 
calling  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  require  earning  his  daily 
•tread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  (Gen.  iii.  19.)  by  any 
handicraft  trade  or  other  lawful  ami  commendable, 
though  laboiious  bufinefs,  let  him  apply  to  it  within- 
dullry  and  pains-taking,  that,  by  the  ble/Bng  of  God 
on 'his  hone  ft  endeavours,  he  may  not  only  get  enough 
for  his  own  and  family’s  -fubfificnce,  ufhe  has  one,  and 
may  be  under  no  temptations1  to  defraud  others ;  but 
may  alfo  have  fotnetfung  to  (pare,  on  proper  occafrcns, 
for  relieving  the  ncceirnies  of  tlje  poor,  and  efpecialiy 
of  fuch  as  are  of  the  houfhold  of  faith,  that  they  may 
not  bs  tempted  to  Heal,  as  he  himldf  formerly  was ; 
and  that  he  may  be  a  blcfling,  and  no  longer  a  nuifaocc 
and  burden,  to  civil,  or  religious  communities. 

29  Pur- 

NOTES. 

*  A*  the  word  her*  rrtitlerad  ^Vr-uatlons  theft  was  thought  to  be  oo  fm 


/K  #tvil  figutfc*  any  faife  at&ifcry  I  Jiurc, 
wiih  the  Syriac  vrvfion,  and  olheif* 

taken  that  ferric  into  the  juiaphrafr* 

+  SiCG&rg  properly  fiftuifits  frht&ic  ihtfi% 
and  traud;,  ;r  dirtiuctiotj  frciii  jwijiw  m  vi- 
citRt  rebtery;  acd  is  intuny  of  the  Grrt- 


ib,  perhaps  feme  at  the  Epbcfati  convex 
had  nut  ^nite  diverted  thcinldves  of  tlitir 
4vrn  io'ojord  noiitJns  about  it*  cor  con  fc- 
rjVW'thr  thoroughly  oft"  from  lfc«ir  fvn- 
irj.T  habitual  to  It, 


Cb'fe 

19  Let  f^<or- 
rapt  coraii»uuici- 
tion  piocaxl  out 
of  your  mouth, 
but  that  which  is 
good  to.thc  n Cc  gf 
edifying  that  it 
may  milliner 

Eacc  onto  tivc 
:*rcr% 
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29  Furthcrmorei  as  to  y our  tuordt,  an  veil  as  your 
temper  and  a&ione,  carefully  avoid  all  light  and  frothy, 
and  efpecially  all  profane,  indecent,  obfeene  and  op¬ 
probrious  language,  that  proceeds  from  a  corrupt  heart, 
and  has  a  dangerous  tendency  to  corrupt  the  minds  and 
manners  of  them  that  hear  it,  {1  Cor .  ns.  33.)*  let  no¬ 
thing  of  this  kind  ever,  like  linking  and  infectious 
breath,  goforth  out  of  your  mouth  $  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  let  it  be  always  with  grace,  as  if  it  were  feafon- 
ed  with  fait,  even  fuch  as  is  under  the  conduct  of  a 


gracious  fpirit:  and  is  wife  and  prudent,  opportune  and 
fuitnbie  to  perfons,  times  and  places,  aud  to  the  ci r* 
cumdanccs  and  occafions  that  are  before  you  3  and  is 
adapted,  in  a  way  of  counfel,  caution,  reproof,  or  con- 
folation,  to  promote  the  Spiritual  benefit  of -the  com¬ 
pany  you  converfe  -with,  that  it  may  be  a  means  of  re¬ 
commending  religion  to  the  hearers,  of  favourizing 
their  fpirits  and  giving  them  a  good  turn,  of  commu¬ 
nicating'  fome  ufeful  inflrudrion  to  them,  and  of  help- 


}•  Andmeve 

OOt  the  HoLy  Spi* 
riloif  Gwi,  where¬ 
by  y«  are  i«ied 
untd  tbe  day  of 
ceiemptioa. 


ing  forward  the  work  of  grace  in  their  hearts. 

30  And  as  all  the  things  which  l  have  been  cau¬ 
tioning  you  again  ft  are  direftly  contrary  to  the  holy 
nature,  wilt  and  operations,  gifts' and  graces  of  the  good 
Spirit  of  God;  and  as  he  (fpeaking  after  the  manner 
of  men)  is  grieved  at  them,  as  a  friend  ufes  to  be  at 
the  difagreeable  and  ungrateful  behaviour  of  one  that 
he  dwells  with,  and  has  treated  with  kindnefs  and  fa¬ 


vour,  have  a  care,  leafl  by  indulging  any  of  them  ye 
offend  and  rebel  agaiiid  him,  as  ffraeidid  of  old,  {Ifiiab 
Ixiii.  10.)  and  provoke  him  to  withdraw  his  gracious 
prefence,  and  deprive  you  of  his  comforts,  who  is  not 
only  infinitely  pure  and  holy  in  himfelf,  but  loves  ho!i- 
nefs,  and  is  the  author  and  worker  of  its  full  begin¬ 


nings,  and  of  ail  its  increafes  in  you ;  by  which,  in 
fome  remarkable  mamfeftarions  and  impreimmsof  light 
and  grace,  consequent  to  your  firft  believing,  (fee  the 
note  and  paraphrafe  on  chap.  i.  13.)  ye  are  evidently 
fealed  as  with  his  own  image,  and  are  thereby  diftin- 


guifhed  for  his  own,  with  alluring  tokens  of  fal  ration; 
and  have  the  pledge  and  earned  of  it  in  yourfelves,  for 
your  prefent  fecurity  and  comfort,  until  ye  be  poflefIVd 
of  the  -heavenly  inheritance,  {chap,  i.  14.)  at  death, 
when  your  fouls,  (had  be  compleatly  delivered  from  ail 
the  evils  ye  feel  or  fear ;  and  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
when  your  bodies  (hall  be  redeemed  from  the  power  of 
the  grave  to  a  glorious  immortality,  that  they  may  (hare 
with  your  fouls  in  the  eternal  kappmefs,  which  ihall  be 

fully 
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]i  Lttall  hitter- 
pels,  £mi  wrath, 
and  anger,  and 
rU  mo  u  r,  «*d  <  vil- 
f peak  inf,  be  put 
pwa y  from  you, 
wuh  iU  nijtJife. 


A  nd  be  ye 
fcWone  to  ano¬ 
ther  ,  tender  - 
hearted,  forg  tir¬ 
ing  pnoriier, 

crcn  as  God  for 
frhriiVs  jitcUib 


fully  revealed  at  the  final  maoifeftation  of  the  fons  of 
God.  (Rom.  viii,  19,  23.) 

31  'Phis  Holy  Spit ir  is  alfo  the  Spirit  of  love  and 
peace ;  and  therefore  as  ever  ye  would  not  grieve  him, 
and  lofe  his  comfortable  and  feaiing  prefence,  take  fpe- 
cial  heed  that  all  rancour,  feverity  and  fourncfl  of  tem¬ 
per  ;  and  all  furious,  raging  and  ungovernable  paflions  ; 
and  all  caufelefs  and  exceflive  anger,  (fee  the  note  on 
ver.  26.)  and  all  loud  threarning  and  fool  ding,  noify 
quarrels  and  contentions ;  and  all  railings,  defamations 
and  backbitings,  under  the  power  of  a  Doifterous  and 
tumultuous  mind,  either  to  the  reviling  of  men, -or  to 
the  dilhonouring  of  the  name  of  God,  which  may  be 
called  a  fort  of  blafphemy  {£*.«??*?») ;  See  that  all  this 
be  laid  afide,  difcountenanced  and  removed  to  the  far- 
theft  diflance  'from  you,  together  with  all  malicious, 
fpiteful,  envious  and  injurious  thoughts,  or  heart-burn¬ 
ings:  Let  all  thefe  forts  of  evil  be  refilled  and  banifhed, 
as  highly  dtfpleaflng  to  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  and  re¬ 
pugnant  to  bis  free  and  friendly  communion  with  you* 

32  On  the  contrary,  as  ever  ye  would  hope  for  his 
tweet  and  fatisfying  abode  with  you,  labour,  under  the 
influence,  and  according  to  the  mind  and  will  of  this 
diviiie  Spirit,  to  cultivate  an  affettionate,  affable  and 
benevolent  difpefition  and  behaviour,  as  perfons  that 
take  pleafure  in  doing  all  offices  of  kiiidnefs  and  friend- 
fliip  one  towards  another  f  i  fyntipathize  with,  andfhew 
all  tendernefs,  pity  and  bowels  of  mercy,  (Cot.  iii.  12.) 
toward  the  wreak,  affli&cd  and  difeouraged  ;  and  if  any 
of  your  brethren  affront  or  injure  you,  do  not  grow 
hard-hearted  toward  them,  nor  feck  a  retaliation,  or  owe 
them  a  grudge  for  it  $  but  frankly  and  freely  forget 
and  forgive,  and  entirely  pafs  it  by,  in  confideration, 
and  imitation,  of  the  infinitely  greater  forgivenefs  of  the 
manifold  and  aggravated  tranfgreflions, which  Godin  the 
riches  of  his  grace  has  extended  to  you;  and  that  not 
at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  ye  are  called  to  forgive  your  bre¬ 
thren,  which  will  coft  you  nothing  ;  but  on  account  of 
the  death  and  differing*  of  bis  own  dear  Son  Jefus  Chrift 
whom  he  of  his  mere  favour  appointed,  provided,  gave 
and  fent  to  make  an  atonement  by  his  precious  blood 
for  them>  as  well  as  for  yourfeives,  that  be  might  freely, 
fully  and  honourably  forgive  both  them  aqd  you. 


NOTE. 

i  Out  Is  put  for  ihxtyatf  here,  and  chip-  t,‘  ip* 

bem  to  be  b  Jude*  w*  ao,  u,  and  perhaps*  PhlL  ii,  it* 


CoL  iii*  t&  and 


jt  E  c  o  l- 


Cfa.  lv* 
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RECOLLECTIONS* 


Bow  amiable  U  a  holy  convention,  anfwerablc  to  the  nature  and  defiga  of  that 
happy  ftate,  into  which  God  calk  hi*  people  by  his  grace  !  Nothing  can  tea  great* 
cr  credit  to  it,  than  to  be  of  an  humble,  meek,  calm  and  patient  temper*  bear¬ 
ing  with  and  forbearing  our  fellow-Chriltians  in  love,  and  ftudioufly  purfuing,  at 
with  one  heart  and  foul,  the  things  that  make  for  mutual  harmony  and  peace. 
How  great  are  the  obligations  to  ChriftUndove  and  unity  among  true  believer?  of 
every  denomination  !  They  are  all  members  of  the  feme  myftical  body  of  Chrift  ; 
animated  by  one  and  the  fame  Holy  Spirit;  partakers  of  one  hope,  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  inheritance  ;  related  to  and  interefted  in  one  Lord  and  Saviour;  agreed  in 
tlie  lame  fundamental  doftrines  of  faith,  under  the  fame  baptifraal  engagements ; 
and  have  all  one  and  the  fame  covenant-God  and  Father,  who  is  infinitely  a- 
bove  them  all,  and  dwells  in  them  all  by  his  Spirit.  And  what  may  we  not  hope 
for  from  the  exalted  Redeemer  1  He,  who,  by  divine  difpenfation,  ddeended 
from  heaven  to  the  deepeft  humiliation  and  fu fieri  ngs  on  earth,  is  now  afoended 
to  the  heaven  of  heavens,  as  a  triumphant  conqueror  over  all  his  and  our  enemies* 
And  with  what  bounteous  favour  does  he  fcatter  his  afeenfion-gifts  among  the 
children  of  men  E  He  lives  and  reigns  in  all  his  glory,  to  till  bis  church  and  every 
member  of  it  with  various  gifts  and  graces.  And  what  ample  care  has  be  taken 
of  them  in  the  iuftitution  of  a  gQfpebramtftry  !  He  gave  and  fumifhed  out  apo- 
flies,  prophets,  and  evaugd'tflB,  as  long  as  occafions  required  fuch  extraordinary 
and  mfpired  officers;  and  he  appoints  and  qualifies  pallors  and  teachers,  as  ordi¬ 
nary  officers,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world,  that,  by  means  of  their  miot- 
ftrattons  he  may  carry  on  the  defigus  of  hi$  kingdom  and  grace,  and  the  good  of 
his  people  through  ill  generations.  How  important  then  is  the  work  of  the  mi- 
aiftry  !  'TIs  for  filling  up  the  church  with  converts,  and  bringing  them  into  gbf- 
peborder ;  and  for  edifying  all  its  members  in  knowledge,  faith  and  love,  and  c- 
very  other  grace,  and  riUbli&mg  their  minds  and  hearts,  that  they  may  be  guard* 
cd  againft  the  artifices  of  fabric  deceivers,  and  not  ilu&uate,  like  children,  be* 
tween  truth  and  error;  but  may  grow  up  in  all  things  into  Chrift,  who  is  their 
head,  and  may  derive  all  fupplies  from  him,  till  they  attain  the  complcat  flat  ore 
of  manhood  in  him.  But  what  a  deplorable  Hate  of  ignorance,  fin  and  ruin  are 
wc  in,  ’till  grace  makes  a  holy  and  happy  change  upon  us,  by  means  of  the  gof- 
pcl !  Our  uaderltandiu^s  are  darkned  through  wilful  ignorance*  and  we  are  gran¬ 
gers  and  averfe  to  the  divine  life,  through  theobftmacy  of  our  own  perverfe  hearts. 
How  fhould  we  dread  adding  fin  to  fin,  leaf!  we  provoke  the  juR  and  holy  God  to 
leave  us  to  ourfelves*  till  we  become  utterly  Jrtfenfible  of  our  guilt  and  danger* 
and  run  into  alt  iniquity  with  grvedinds  !  But  the  true  kuowtedge  of  Chrift  has  a 

Suite  contrary  tendency  and  ttfoc’r ;  and  if  we  know  him,  and  the  truth  as  'tis  in 
tm,  under  the  light  and  influence  of  his  Spirit,  it  will  effectually  reftram  us  from 
all  known  iniquity.  How  nd:cm  is  iheeli  man%  the  body  of  lin*  and  howre* 
folutdy  fhoukl  believers  fet  themfrives  againft  it  1  'Tis  abominable,  corrupt,  and 
deceiving  in  its  various  lulls,  as  appears  from  the  conversion  of  un  re  generate 
finuers;  It  perverts  and  inflames  their  paffions,  and  fills  them  with  bitter  anger, 
wrath  and  malice;  it  carries  them  into  deceit  and  lying,  idtenefs,  frauds  and  thefts; 
renders  their  ouctmrfe  unfavory  and  defiling,  clamorous  and  injurious  to  their 
neighbours;  and  is  a  gratification  of  the  devil,  and  an  offence  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God*  But  how  excellent  is  the  New  Man*  which  believers  are  cloathed  with, 
as  with  a  beautiful  garment !  '  TIs  a  renewal  of  the  fpirit  of  our  minds,  and  a  new 
creation,  according  to  the  image  of  God  in  rigbtecnifnefs  and  true  holme fc ;  it 
fubdtiea  our  wrathful  pafiions,  and  will  by  no  means  fuffer  them  to  reft  in  our  bo- 
fcm<  but  gives  them  a  fattening  turninto  all  kindnel’s,  tendernefs  and  forgivenef^ 
of  offences;  it  makes  us  honeft,  upright  and  faithful  in  ajl  our  dealings,  and  in- 
duftrious  in  the  butineft  of  life,  to  which  God  calls  us;  it  brings  our  lips  under 
the  law  of  truth,  and  renders  ourconverfes  good  and  edifying.  And  how  fliould 
Chriffatu?  be  excited  to  fuch  a  temper  and  conduct,  that  they  may  not  grieve  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  they  are  fealedto  the  day  of  redemption;  but  ipay 
ad  according  to  the  endearing  obligations  of  the  fupcrlative  love  of  God,  who 
4or  Chrift ’s  tike  forgives  them  ail  tnffpaiTea  ! 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.  V. 

The  apo/tle  tcnc hides  his  exhortation  to  brotherly  hve%  v,  2*  Repeats 
Ms  caution  agaift/t  fever ai  Jins f  as  particularly  againjl  all  unclean* 
ircfst  cavetotfuefs  and  dritnkennef$7  with  a  variety  of  arguments  to 
inforce  the  caution ,  and  direct  to  a  contrary  behaviour^  3,-20.  And 
exhorts  to  the  relative  duties  of  fociety  in  general ^  2  r.  And  of  wives 
and  hujb&nds  in  particular f  which  are  iliufi rated  and  tn/ofeed  by  the 
fpirituul  relation  that  is  between  Chrijl  and  the  churchy  2 2> — 33* 


Te*t. 

TIE  yc  therefore 
fi>]L»wen  of 
Cod,  as  dcarthLU 
firen; 


%  AMwtkin 
love,  05  Chrift 

pUo  hplb  Jorcd 
Uft,  aod  hath 
01 hirnfrtf  for 
an  aiTeriag  and  1 
hoifice  co  God 
for  a  rWpctpAvU- 
ing  favour. 


PARAPHRASE. 

ClNCE  therefore  f  God  is  fo  exceedingly  good  and 
&  merciful,  in  the  extxdfe  of  his  pardoning  grace  to¬ 
ward  you,  (ci.iv,  32.)  let  this  excite  you  to  be<**“T-  } 
imitators  of  him,  in  exercifing  all  kindnefs  and  forgive- 
nefs  one  towards  another,  as  becomes  children  oi  his 
own  likenefs,  begotten  as  welt  as  adopted  by  him,  be* 
loved  of  him  and  loving,  him,  and  delighting  to  refem- 
blc  him,  efpe daily  in  thofe  amiable  graces,  and  to  ap¬ 
prove  yourfelves  to  him,  who  is  love,  and  is  fo  much 
pieafed  with  this  pan  of  his  image,  that  he  who  dwells 
in  love,  dwells -in  Cod,  and  God  in  him,  (I  John  iv.  16.) 

2  And  as  the  example  of  your  heavenly  Father  fhould 
induce  and  animate  you  to  this  noble  duty  ;  fo  fhould 
the  example  of  Chrift,  that  your  whole  converfation, 
all  your  lives  long  even  unto  death,  may  be  friendly 
and  affectionate  one  towards  another,  from  a  principle 
of  love  to  God  and  Chrift,  without  diflin&ion  of  par¬ 
ties,  on  account  of  fome  being  Jcwijb  and  others  Gen-, 
tile  converts;  even  as  Chrift  bimfelf  has  with  fuperla- 
tive  condefcsnfion  and  grace  firft  loved  one,  as  well  as 
another  of  us,  who  believe  in  him  ;  and  baB  given  the 
moll  affeCting  and  aftonifliing  proof  of  it,  iu  his  freely 
becoming  our  fubftirure,  and  yielding  up  his  .great  and 
infinite  felf  to  the  mod  terrible  death  for  us,  as  an  ex¬ 
piatory  facrifice  to  fatisfy  divine  jufticc,  and  make  a- 
tonement  for  our  Ons,  when  through  the  eternal  Spirit 
he  offered  bimfelf  without /pot  unto  God.  (Hcb.  ix.  14.) 
This  was  fo  highly  pleating  and  acceptable  in  his  fight, 
as  may  be  called  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet- 
fmelling  favour,  in  alluGun  to  the  typical  burnt-offer¬ 
ings  and  fin-offerings,  to  make  atonement,  [Gen.  viti. 
20,  21*  and  Lev.  iv.  31.}  which  are  now  fulfilled, 

with 


NOTE. 

.4  Thif,  m  U  intimated  by  the  partied  been  better  wntinned  to  the  end  of  the  ft> 
ih*refir*t  from  -the  lift  *er ft  cond  verfe  of  thi>  chajwer,  where  The  apoftfc 

of  the  pKrcdUi”  chapter,  which  might  h~fc  ihuti  up  his  argument  then  ui  hind. 


Ch.  t. 


3  Bat  f rwnfc*- 
tiwi,  xnd  all  un- 
clcaDncrs,arca'TC'- 
toBftieftjWft  not 
hetm tit  umcd  a- 
.mongft  as 
Wcpmctb  £vlni*i 


4  Hdifo  «l- 
thincftjOorfooli  tti 
ulhiog,  iwrjeft- 
ingp  which  are 
not  cexiTenierU; 
but  rattier  ghing 
ot  (banks. 


„  S  For  tbb  ye 

that  do 
juA&rv 
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with  the  richeft  .advantage  and-  efficacy*  in  tbe  Sacrifice 
of  Chtift. 

a  But,  to  return,  there  are  feveral  other  fine,  befides 
tbofc  afore-mentioned,  (cbrtp.  iv.  25,  &c.)  that  arc 
pra&tfed  among  the  heathens,  sod  coo  much  in  vogue 
at  EphtfiiS)  which  |  would  farther  caution  jasrgaioAf 
as  .particularly  again  ft  the  fill  of  whoredom  bet  ween  pev- 
fans  of  con  trary  faces,  whether  in  the  fingle  or  married 
life,  (fee  tbe  note  on  1  Cor.  v.  i<)  and-againft  all  man¬ 
ner  ot  indecency,  immodefty,  and  leurdneft  in  geftuie^ 
looks,  drefs,  and  aCtion s,  that  betray  an  -unchafte1  difpo- 
^uan  of  heart,  .and  have  a. tendency  to  excite  the  like 
in  others ;  or,  to  carry  the  matter  ’(till  farther,  I  would 
caution  you  againlt  inegolar  and  inwnodeft  deli  res  after 
forbidden  objects,  and  an  inordinate  love  Wr-and  pur- 
fait  after  the -things  of  this  wpdd,  that  would  put  you 
Upon  gaining  them  by  difhonourohie  and  unjuft  means  j 
or  would  make  you  difcontented  without  them,  and,  un¬ 
willing,  whenyc  have  them,  to  nfe  and  pit  with  them 
for  the  glory  -of  :God,  and  the  good  of  others :  Let  it 
acverbe  faid  'that  any  of  you  are  guilty  of  cither  of 
theft  rices  \  no,  nor  let  them  be  fo  much  as  mentioned 
among  you  without  the  utmoft  derefkttton,  as  ever  ye 
would  behave  like  Chriftians  chat  are  indeed  renewed 
and  fan£tifted,*  and  ought  to  be  chafle  and  pure  in  body 
and  mind,  and  devoted  to  God, -according  to  yonr  holy 
pro&ffiotf,  as  faints, 

4  Nor  let  there  be  among  you  any  fliameful  prafti- 
-ces  in  fteret,  ' the  very  warning -of  t  which  would  put  a 
modeft  perfon  -to  rhe-blufh ;  nor  any  light,  wanton*  or 
-obfeene  ways -of  talking, 'bantering,  or  joking,  which 
are  fo  far  from  innocent  pirafantry,  and  lawful  jella, 
that  they  are  not  only  unprofitable  and  vain,  but  very 
ofFenlivc  to  God,  and  unfufferable  toa  chafte  nr,  and 
are  too  great  an  incenttve-ro  impure 'thoughts  and  ac¬ 
tions  ;  Ye. therefore -ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
-theni^  button  the  contrary,  fhould  accu'ftom  yourftlvca 
to  employ  your  tongue  in  {peaking  well  of  God,  with 
grateful  acknowledgments  of- :his  goodneft,  and  in  tbank- 
falnefs  and  praift  for  his  wondrous  works  of  providence 
and  grace,  which  would  be  honourable  to  him,  and  im¬ 
proving  to  -your  company,  as  well  as  to  yourfelvesj 
and  would  be  a  happy  mezns  of  guarding  you  againft 
impure  language,  and  all  the  forementioned  abomi¬ 
nable  iniquities,  which  are  of  the  moil  pernicious  con- 
fequcnce. 

5 -For  fince  yeTiavc learned  Chrifl,  (chap.  iv.  20,  at.) 
ye  cannot  but  knevrj  aod  ye  ought  UriouQy  to  reBe& 
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Ch.  t. 


man  who  is  an 
idolater,  hath  any 
inheritance  in 
the  kingdom  of 
{Thrift,  and  of 
GwL 


wboic- monger,  upon  it,  that,  according  to  the  holy  nature  and  defign 
fon'noMcavaouf  0  ****  Chriftian  religion,  no  perfon  whatsoever,  who  is 
addicted  to,  and  lives  and  allows  bimfelf  in  the  practice 
of  whoredom  j  nor  any  other  who  indulges  to  any  fort 
of  impure  affections,  and  lafeivious  actions ;  nor  any 
worldly-minded  covetous  wretch,  who  makes  mammon 
his  God,  and  is,  by  juft  conftru&ion,  an  idolater,  as 
he  is  fuprcmely  fond  of  earthly  treasures,  and  rates  his 
bappinefs  by  them,  and  fets  them  up  in  his  heart  in  the 
room  of  Cod,  and  makes  an  idol  of  his  riches,  or  ci¬ 
ther  worldly  enjoyments,  like  one  entirely,  devoted  to 
them;  No  fuch  perfon,  whatfoever  his  profeffion  or 
pretences  be,  while  he  remains  impenitent  and  perfifts 
in  either  of  thefe  lius,  has  any  right  or  claim  to,  or, 
tiring  and  dying  in  that  ftate,  {hail  ever  have  any  lot 
or  portion- in  that  pure,  incorruptible  and  undefile  a  in¬ 
heritance  of  all  hlellednefs,  honour,  and.  delight,  ( t  Pet, 
i.  4.)  which  confifts  in  the  enjoyment  of  God,  and  of 
Chrift,  who  is  one  God  with  the  Father  f ;  and  which 
pertains  to  the  fuhjefb  of  the  kingdom  of  grace  here, 
and  of  glory  hereafter,  which  Chrift,  in  a  way  of  par¬ 
ch  afe,  and  God  the  Father  in  a  way  of  free  gift,  on  his 
accoont,  has  prepared  to  be  the  inheritance  if  the  faint  t 
in  tight,  (Col.  i.  12.  arid  lee  Rev.  xxi.  ay.) 

, _ .  .  6  Take  heed  that  no  one,  either  through  the  fubrit- 

♦»i(|1'word*:  *f«-  ties  Gentile philofephy,  or  through  Jewijb  fatfe  gloffes 
bmvtc  of  theft  on  the  law  of  God,  or  through  importunity,  or  any 
thing*  cometh  artful  management,  impofe  upon  and  delude  you  by 
upon  the  children  plauuble,  though  empty  and  fallacious  ways  or  talking 
of  dibbcdlencc.  about  thefe  crimes,  as  if  there  were  not  that  evil  in 
them  which  I  have  reminded  you  of;  and  ye  well 
know  to  be  true,  ( ver .  5,)  or  as  if  ye  might  go  on  in 
them  with  impunity,  and  without  danger:  for,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  pretend,  ’tti  certain  that  thefe  are  fuch 
abominahle  iniquities,  as  not  only  exclude  the  prac- 
tifers  of  them  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  but  like- 
wife  provoke  and  bring  down  the  wrath  of  God  in  aw¬ 
ful  inftanecs  here,  and  for  ever  in  full  vials  hereafter, 
like  ruOtiflg  cataracts  upon  rebellious  tinners,  who,  as 
fons  of  unbelief  and  difohedience,  a  very  fro- 

ward  generation,  children  in  -whom  it  no  faith,  (LJeut. 
xxxin  20.)  obftinately  perfift  in  them,  not  only  in  di* 

n& 

NOTE, 

f  CM  ft  it  here  diftiaguifacd,  as  Methtiior,  the  Father,  as  well  at  that  there  is  no  ad- 
from  God  tit  Fetter,  according  to  oar  ver-  ratlGoa  into  the  kingdom  of  God  hat  hy 
fna  of  the  word*  tit  iteedtnt  of  drift  taut  Chrift ,  And  Bee*  notes  that  there  is  hut 
cf  Gad.  Botes  the  kingdom  Irene,  and  is  one  article  prefix'd  to  Chriil  and  God,  (to- 
fkhl  to  bcctjnally  she  kingdom  both  oF  Cfrri/f  X^ifu  uu  Si*)  and  fo  it  might  be  render'd 
and  of  God.  this  fat  Zaacty  obfcrvtt)  inti-  the  titigdom  of  drift,  even  of  God,  or  tiic 
mate*,  that  he  is  toe  and  the  tunc  God  with  ihigdem  of  Cbriji,  -who  «  God. 


<  Let  no  man 


Cb.  t. 


1  Be  not  ye 
therefore  partak¬ 
er*  wuh  them. 
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•  For  ye  net* 
(•metime*  dark- 
ncli,  but  now  are 
ye  light  in  the 
Lord;  walk  at 
children  pf  light, 


re£t  coDtradiftion  to  the  gofpel,  but  even  to  the  moral 
iaw  itfelf* 

f  Stand  therefore  upon  your  guard  ;  and  beg  affift- 
ance  from  above,  that  ye  may  never  be  the  partners  and 
companions  of  fuch  abandoned  creatures*  nor  ever 
countenance  them  in  their  evil  courfes,  much  lets  con* 
form  to  them  ;  left  ye  alfo  be  partakers  of  their  plagues, 
which,  by  the  juft  judgment  of  God,  will  be  inflifted 
upon  them* 

S  For  ye  were  indeed  formerly,  during  your  CeniiU 
ifm  and  unconverted  ftare,  as  blind  as  others ;  as  igno¬ 
rant  and  dark  in  your  minds  with  regard  to  the  true 
knowledge  of  God,  and  of  fpi ritual  and  holy  things, 
as  darknefs  irielf;  and  ye  then  walked  in  the  ways  of 
fin,  which  were  all  darknefs,  (1  Johnu  6-  and  si*  9*) 
and  in  which  a  man  kmwet hnot  whither  be* gotty  (John 
xii.  35.  and  1  John  ii*  XI*)  and  therefore  *tis  no  won¬ 
der  that  ye  then  went  on  in  the  high  road  to  deftnio 
tion  f.  But  now,  upon  your  believing  in  Chrift  and 
embracing  the  gofpe!,  thejeafe  is  happily  altered  with 
you  :  a  divine  and  fpiritual  light  hath  (hone  tmo,  and 
filled  your  minds,  to  give  you  a  difeerning  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jefos;  and  divine  grace  has  wrought  your 
hearts  and  lives  into  a  conformity  to  that  truth,  {chap* 
iv*  30,  it.)  Ye  have  all  light  and  purity  in  the  fjord, 
as  your  head  of  wifdom  and  influence;  and  ye  have 
the  light  of  knowledge  and  of  grace  by  derivation  from 
him,  and  by  the  influence  of  his  Spirit,  (vrr*  19.)  as 
ye  aie  united  to  him  ;  and  fo  your  former  finful  ways 
are  utterly  unbecoming  your  prefent  ftate  and  charac¬ 
ter*  *Tis  therefore  both  your  duty  and  privilege  to  live 
and  with  perfeverancc  and  daily  advances,  in  all 
your  walk  before  God,  like  children  of  light,  that  are 
.  brought  under  a  new  direction,  and  into  a  new  fpbere 
of  holy  a£tton,  and  take  pleafure  in  it,  as  is  fuitable  to 
thofe  that  are  enlightened  by  the  word  and  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  and  have  the  bell  aififtances  for  behaving  ac¬ 
cordingly* 

9  Fot  the  true  and  genuine  fruit,  which  is  produ* 
ced,  cherifhed,  and  perfected  by  the  light  and  influence 

of 

T  E. 

fUnd  oppo&d  in  tbb  wfe  to  the  eWJrcn  ef 
tH/ohediatcrt  Ycr.  6*  and  both  arc  U^rmfms% 
to  liquify  per&ns  that  arc  under  tbe  power 
of  d»rfcnefc  and  dirohcdicuce,  as  lhof  they 
were  for*  if  them  rclpt^livtly  ;  and  that  are 
addicted  and  aflefted  toward  them,  and  take 
plnfuie  in  them,  at  children  naturally  data 
their  pvcstt* 


p  {Forthefiuit 
of  the  Spirit  is  in 
ail  goodnefs,  and 
riph- 

6  NO 

f  As  darknefi  and  tight  m  nfed  in  ferip* 
lure  to  fig  nif?  fin  and  boBttefi,  as  well  as  tr~ 
tat  and  truth*  or  ignerence  and  hwwWgr, 
which  11  the  light  that  makes  iraniMt,  ver* 
ij*  both  fenfes  are  included  in  the  para* 
phraft,  u  being  adapted  to  reprefent  the  for¬ 
mer  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  EPkcJfanu 
and  the  nature  and  dtfijjn  of  the  argomeot 
in  hand,  Accordingly  the  children  of  light 
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ngKitoaforfiand  of  tbe  Spirit  of  the.  Lord)  it  all  holy*.  It  con  Gils  of 
tradij)  every  thing  that  is  good  and.  excel  Lent  in  its  own  na¬ 

ture)  and  beneficial  to  others,  as  well  as  yourfelves,  in 
oppofition  to  covetoufnefs,  (ver.  3.)  which  is  evil  in  it- 
felf)  as /tis  praflical  idolatry,  (cr/.  j.)  and  tarns  to  no 
good,  but  very  bad  account,  as  it  is  a  with-holding  more 
than  is  meet>  and  tends  to  poverty,  (Frov.  xi.  24-)  The 
ft  ait  of  the  Spirit  alfo  confiils  of  every  thing  that  is 
right,  and  jail,  and  due,  in- .ail  your  behaviour  toward 
God  and  man ;  and  includes  all  purity  of  heart  and 
life,  in  oppofition  to  all  uncleanoefs,  {ver.  3,  4, 5.) 
whereby  we  defile  ourielves,  and  are  tnjuriouFTo  0* 
ibers  s  and  it  conlifts  of  an  adherence  to  tbe  light  and 
troth  of  the  gofpel,  which  has  irradiated  your  minds, 
in  oppofition  to  ignorance  and  error,,  in  which  ye  for¬ 
merly  were  involved,  as  in  the  thickest  darknefs,  (7 ter. 
8.)  and  confifts  of  all  integrity  and  fatthfulnefs  in  what- 
foever  ye  fay  or  do,  in  oppofition  to  lying  and  fallhood, 
which  I  have  alfo  cautioned  you  againil,  (eh.  jv.  25.) 
Ye  therefore  being  partakers  of  theft  excellent  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  your  conversation  ought  to-  be  always  of  a 
piece  anfwerable  to  them,  like,  thofe  that  live  and  walk 
in  the  light*,  (ver.  8.) 

wfcJuaJcpuuf  10  ought  by  the  aflifiance,  and  in  the  light  of 
unto  AcLord.  the  Spirit,  to  try  and  prove  what  is  the  mind  and  will 
of  God  in  his  word,  that  ye  may  know,  and  be  JatiC- 
fied  about  what  is  pleaGng  to  him,,  and  may  heartily 
approve  of  it  and  be  conformed  to  it  \  and  that  ye  may 
exhibit' a  fair  view  of  it  in  your  walk,-  and  give  proof 
to  others  of  your  cohfeientious  regard  to  it $  and  may 
approve  yourfelves  to  tbe  Lord  Cbrill,  and  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther  through-  him,  in  performing  the-  acceptable  and 
perfeft  will  of  God,  which  is  your  reafonable  fervice, 
{Rom.  xii.  1,  a.) 

m-  And  haw  n  And  that  ye  may  walk  as  becomes  the  children  of 
Iritb  thew^£  ^8^*  have  no  manner  partnerlhip  with,  nor  give 
fulvoriuofdirk-  tbe  leaft  countenance  oc  encouragement  to  iniquitous 
ntfs,  but  rather  practices  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  which  are  unfruitful 
reprove  them.  ■  wer^Xj  a3  they  are  not  only  unprofitable,  but  exceed¬ 
ingly  injurious,  (Rom.  vi,  21.)  and  arefo  very  flumeful, 
that  they  alfo  may  well  be  called  works  of  darknefs ,  as 
they  are  committed  only  by  perfons  of  dark  and  igno¬ 
rant  minds,  and  will  not  bear  tbe  light  of  a  ftrift  fcru- 
tiny  of  confidence,  much  lets  the  light  of  God’s  word 

and 


NOTH. 

*  Thb  vtrfc  is  brought  is ,  by  way  of  pa-  tbor  to  vslk  in  tin  light ;  sn<I  then  he  rtsurn* 
renthefra,"  with  foeh  a  ddaiptim  of  tht  to  (In#  how  that  walk  U  to  be  purlstd  -n 
Jr  nits  f  ike  Spirit  u  falls  in  with  the  apo-  tlx:  10th  verfr,  which  roaDefled  with 
ilk's  mdn  Uelign  of  enforcing  hii  exhorts*  die  8Uw 
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and  of  a  future  judgment,  to  bring  them  to  the  teft  of 
truth  and  righteoufiiefs  ;  and  at  they  are  often  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  dark ne fa  of  the  night,  or  of  privacy  to 
hide  them  from  open  view,  and  finally  lead  to  the  black - 
nefs  of  darknefi  for  ever,  vthich  it  refervtd  unto  the  zw~ 
god/ft  (Jude,  uer.  13.)  But  inftead  of  going  into,  or 
being  any  way  accefiary  to  thefe  evil  pra&ices,  let  it 
be  your  concern  and  endeavour,  as  becomes  thofe  that 
are  Rgbt  in  the  Lard ,  to  rebuke  your  brother ,  and  not 
fuffer  fin  upon  him to  fliew  him,  in  the  molt  convin- 
citig  manner,  bow  wicked  and  dangerous  the  works  of 
darknefi)  are,  that  he  may  be  aihamed  of  them ;  and  to 
pnt  a  check  upon  them  by  friendly,  kind,  and  prudent 
admonitions  at  thole  that  are  guilty,  of  them;  and  ef- 
pccially  by  your  own  cveumfpeft  and  exemplary  con* 
verfatton  in  the  fhining  beauties  of  holinefa,  which 
will  expofe  their  deformity  in  their  owo  proper  colours, 
and  will  carry  a  pra&ical  and  molt  inoffeufive  and  un¬ 
exceptionable,  though  touching  confutation,  reproof 
and  condemnation  of  all  contrary  courfcs,  as  finful  and 
provoking  to  God,  and  unfuitable  to  the  holy  profcflton 
of  hia  name. 


1*  ForH  is  a  ia  For  it  would  be  a  reproach  upon  a  Chriftian’s 
tbam«  «v«n  to  charadter,  and  would  even  Jbock  a  religious,  fpber,  and 
(Wait  which  are  model!  mind,  fo  much  as  to  mention  fome  vile  and  de» 
done  of  them  ia  tellable  things  t»  unlefs  in  a  way  ofneceiTary  reproof 
(cent.  for  them,  that  are  committed  by  perfons  of  corrupt 

minds,  with  the  greareft  fecrecy  and  in  the  dark,  aa 
being  themfelves  albamed  of  having  them  known  to  o* 
thers,  left  they  (hould  expofe  their  own  chandlers  ;  not 
confidcriog  that  God  fees  them,  how  much  foever  they 
may  be  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  men;  and-  that  he 
will  bring  them  to  light,  and  take  fevers  vengeance  for 
them  in  the  day  of  judgmenr,  (1  Cor ,  tv.  5.) 

13  Sat  all  13  Bur  ye,  who  are  now  light  in  the- Lord,  (vrr.  8.) 
re,ro»ej*Wt  are  are  ^  n»eatis  enabled  to  judge  of,  and  condemn 
(n^iTiMniMtby  the  deformity  and  mifehief  of  all  thefe  finful  pra  Sices, 
ibe  :  fw  that  are  too  vile  to  bear  the  light,  and  are  reproved  by 
whatfoercr  Jnth  tjje  jjg^  q0(j*s  WOrd  and  Spirit,  and  of  your  good 
%l.*  m  **  conver&tion  in  Cbrift  :  for  as  whatfoever  renders  ob¬ 
jects  vifible,  in  their  true  date,  is  light ;  fo  rhat  which 
has  difeovered  to  you  the  odioufnefs,  guilt,  and  dan¬ 
ger  of  thefe  (hameful  immoralities,  and  given  you  a 

view 


NOTE- 


f  Some  tirnk  that  by  the  things  done  rn  divulged  toothers:  Put,  be  that  a>  Si  will* 
ficrit  the  apofHc  refer*  to  the  (hooting*  zbo-  they  ate  evidently, to  be  iiDderitefttl,  in  i  wi- 
imtuhit,  and  filthy  piafliccs  that  tlie  he*-  derOKtfnt,  far  aJl  unfruitful  of  dafk* 
thens  were  guilt  y  of  hi  the  fterer  afls  of  their  nefs  fpoken  t>f  in  the  fote^orng  veffe 
idoiittous  ^orlfiipj  and  that  were  not  to  be 
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U  Wherefore 
he  £ailh.  Awake 
thou  that  fleep- 

eft  t  and  arife 
fnxp  the  dead, 
and  Chrift  (ball 
.|i«  thee  lijbt 


view  of  them  in  their  own  hideous  colours*  to  make 
you  renounce,  abhor,  and  condemn  them,  is  light  in¬ 
deed  ;  'tie  the  light  and  knowledge  of  Chrift  and  of  his 
word,  which  has  (hone  in  your  hearts,  and  makes  you 
(bine  as  lights  in  the  world,  that  by  your  good  counfel, 
and  good  works,  ye  may  convince  wicked  men,  and 
fiiame  them  out  of  their  deeds  of  darknefs,  which  they 
did  not  fee  the  evil  of  before.  This  is  the  excellent 
light  that  ye  arc  brought  into,  and  are  called  to  walk  in. 

14  Therefore,  to  (hew  that  ye,  even  the  Gentiles  a* 
moneyou,  are  now  brought  into  this  happy  ftate ;  f  as 
our  blefled  Lord,  in  railing  the  dead,  laid  ro  a  young 
woman,  and  to  a  young  tnart,  A  rife,  {Markv.  41,  and 
Luke  vii,  14.)  and  to  Lazarus ,  Come  forth,  (John  xi. 
*43.)  fo.  God  fays  in  the  current  of  the  Old  Teftament* 
prophecies  about  his  calling  the  Gentiles ,  with  a  defign 
of  exerting  divine  energy  with  his  call  to  make  it  effec¬ 
tual  ;  Awake  out  of  your  ftate  of  ignorance,  flupidity, 
and  infenfibiliry  5  and  rile  up  from  the  death  in  tref- 
paJTes  and  fins,  in  which  you  have  hitherto  lain,  but 
from  which  I  will  quicken  you  by  an  almighty  power 
attending  my  word  of  command ;  and  Chrift,  -who  is  a 
light  to  the  Gentiles,  and  my  fahration  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth ,  (If.  xiix.  6.)  (hall  enlighten  you  with  fpiritual 
wi/dom  and  underftanding,  to  (hew  you  the  way  to  e- 
ternal  life ;  and  fhall  give  you  the  comfort  of  both  the 

light 


NOTE. 


f ' Varioof  are  the  conjectures  of  eipotitoft 
about  the  tOnncBm  of  thefc  words,  whether 
it  Ihould  be  with  vtr,  &,  or  rtr*  i  r,  or  with 
the  next  preceding  verie;  and  alwit  what  U 
meant  by  be  fa ytf  whether  it  refer*  to  Cbrifiy 
fftakmg  hibe  opeftU,  as  he  did  by  the  anti- 
cot  prophets,  who  offen  introduced  their 
sndfcgcs  with  a  thus  faitb  tbt  Lor47  aud  with 
intimations  that  he  fpakeby  them;  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  refers  to  any-  p&rtkuia r  feffagt  in  the 
fW  Ttfiamcnt  or  in  the  apocryphal  writings, 
or  to  tbt  general  dfiftrhtt  of  the  Old  Tefta* 
jnent-praphccies,  relating  to  the  culling  of 
the  Gentile:*  And  they  arc  much  divided  in 
rhrir  lent  [merits  about  the  difference  t^-at 
may  be  fuppo&d  between  tzvtakixg  ovtoffietpy 
aod  rifixgfrvm  tbt  it&dy  whether  (he  fir  ft  of 
theft  ph rafts  may,  or  may  not  relate  to  flum* 
bring  biftevtrsy  and  theieoond  to  naregene- 
rate  ftnntru  Dut  amid 1 1  all  the  difficulty  of 
adjimlng  theft  things,  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  mod  eafy  and  natural  is  that  the  con- 
meSian  Hands  with  the  next  preceding  verfe, 
which  rfpcafc*  of  Hgbrt  as  that  which 
mamfepi  and  fo  this  verfe  U  brought  in  to 
Aew  that  the  Ephtfiatt  though  Genttu$r 
were,  according  to  ancient  prophecies,  par* 
takers  of  a  fpiritual  light :  And  bejityt  teems 


to  relate  to  the  Jtirn,  or  general  cBrrfuf  of 
what  God  had  laid  in  piophccy  about  the 
conversion  of  the  Gentiles^  as  particularly  in 
IC  vL  1,  a,  i*  and  ix.  x.  and  Hut 

there  is  no  particular  pa fla ge  in  any  of  the 
prophets*  no,  nor  in  any  apocrypha]  boob, 
at  rar  as  I  find,  that  anfwer*  to  this  quota¬ 
tion  t  and  the  ftile,  he  Jdyit  I  think  it  never 
ufed  by  the  apoftlc  to  dignify  what  God,  cr 
Chrift,  or  the  Spirit  faid  by  bin t+  As  Vo 
vuHrj  sat  of frtpt  and  fifing  from  tie  dead,  t 
take  them  to  he  terms  of  much  the  foot*  i™- 
fort)  Gnce  death  n  frequently  rtprifinicil 
under  the  image  of  fietp,  and  is  called  u* 
feep  of  dtetht  (Pf.  xiti.  accordingly  uc 
often  read  of  persons  fireplug  with  tbtir  fa¬ 
thers  ;  and  avtaS&ng  out  of  thti  fieep  is  the  n> 
ry  fame  thing  with  fifing  from  the  drady  as  ii* 
a  Kings  iv*  31.  Dan*  xii*  1.  and  John  ii. 
1 1.  And  both  thefc  expreffions,  if  we  con- 
flier  them  as  what  God  faid  by  the  prophet 
wi*h  refpeft  to  the  calling  of  the  Geutihi* 
late  to  their  Hate  and  condition,  n<"t  efi*r 
they  were  called  by  grace,  hut  btfsre^  10  hricj; 
them  out  of  that  deplorable  ftate;  in  which* 
and  never  afterward,  they  were  taid  so  be. 
dead  ;n  tr<jf^J[etl  aid  fir,:.  (Chap*  ii*  s-J 


Ch.  t. 


ij  See  then 
that  yt  walk  nr- 
cumrptfftj^  not 
a*  fools  but  as 
wit. 


10  Rederming 
ihe  b-canfc: 
tbcda][$  ate  evil. 


xy  Wherefore, 
be  ye  not  unwiie, 
bu;  undtrfta  Tid¬ 
ing  wlv^f  he  will 
of  die  Lord  is. 
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light  of  knowledge,  and  of  holinefs  and  hope  in  your 
own  foul* 

15  Look  then  to  yourfelves,  and  fee  how  carefully, 

exactly,  and  accurately  (*»f  **#*'£»;)  ye  ought  to  walk  in 
the  whole  of  your  converfatioji,  as  Chriftian  convert, 
that  it  be  anfwerable  to  your  new  light  and  obligations, 
and  according  to  the  rule  of  tha  word,  as  perfcns  tin¬ 
der  the  eye  of  God  and  men,  of  enemies  as  well  as 
friends,  that  your  behaviour  may  not  Hill, he  like  igno¬ 
rant,  injudicious,  and  unwife  people,  that  are  eftrati- 
ged  from  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  from  the  way' 
of  their  duty  and  happinefs,  and  heedlefsly  plunge 
themfdves  into  iniquity  and  error  to  their  own  deftruc- 
tion  ;  but  like  perfons,  that  have  learned  Chrift,  and 
been  taught  by  him  as  the  truth  is  in  [chap,  iv. 

30,  21*)  wbo  bath  given  you  light,  ( ver .  14.)  and 
like  perfons,  that  take  heed  of  giving  any  occafion  for 
Humbling,  or  triumph  to  unbelievers,  or  of  imprudent¬ 
ly  and  unneceifarily  expo  (log  yourfeives  to  tbeir  rage, 
and  running  into  danger* 

16  And  fee  that,  hy  a  diligent  and  circumfpe£l  walk, 

ye  redeem  time,  and  opportunity,  (»*  w»)  and  retrieve 
what  has  been  loft,  for  the  beft  purpofes,  that  it  may 
be  employed  in  a  holy  manner  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  benefit  of  your  own  fouls,  and  for  doing  good  to 
others;  And  as  merchants  improve  all  advantageous 
feafons  for  traffic;  fo  be  yc  as  it  were  continually  buy¬ 
ing  and  gaining  rhefc  precious  talents  out 

of  the  hands  of  fin  and  Satan,  to  which  they  formerly 
were  devoted;  out  of  the  hands  of  floth,  cafe,  and 
worldly  btifinefs  and  pleafure  ;  and  out  of  the  hands  of 
your  enemies,  that  would  be  gUd  to  take  aw.iy  your 
liberty  and  your  lives;  And  ye  ought  to  be  the  more 
careful  herein,  becaufe  the  times,  in  which  ye  live,  are 
days  of  great  immorality,  ignorance,  and  profanenefs, 
and  days  of  trouble,  danger,  and  perfection,  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  which  may  foon  bring  all  time  and 
opportunities  of  fcrrice  to  a  period  with  you  ;  and  they 
arc  days,  in  which  both  carnal  Jews  an:l  GeniUcx  con¬ 
tinually  watch  for  your  halting,  that  they  may  (peak 
evil  againft  you,  and  again  ft  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  on 
your  account* 

ry  Take  heed  therefore  that  ye  do  not  Continue  to 
a£t  an  inconliderate  foolilh  part,  as  in  the  days  of  your 
ignorance  and  unregeneraev,  in  things  relating  to  God 
and  your  own  duty  and  falvauon  ;  nor  nesdielly  expofe 
yourfetves  to  the  malice  and  fury  of  your  enemies  in 
thefe  evil  (lays;  But,  fuitablc  to  your  prefent  Hate  and 
f  E  e  character 
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it  Anil  be  not 
with 

wherein  U;xcefi; 
but  be  filled  uUh 
the  Spirit* 


Ip  Speaking 
tn  y  .iuticives  in 
f-Jdtais  t  and 
hymns,  and  ipi- 

hi]t]  making 
niidruly  in  your 
heamutlrt  Lord. 


character,  endeavgur,  through  divine  grace,  to  live 
and  aft,  as  thofe  that  underftand,  and  attentively  con- 
fider  the  mind  and  will  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  cautiojfnefs  and  prudence  of  your  behavi¬ 
our,  that  ye  may  be  -wife  as  ferpentst  and  bamle/s  as 
doves,  (Mat.  x.  16.) ;  and  with  refpeft  to  tb?  purity  of 
your  con  ver  fat  ion  io  the  worjd,  that  it  may  be  blame- 
lefs,  becoming  faints,  and  fuch  as  is  acceptable  to  the 
Lord,  and  as  he  requires  in  his  word,  [ver.  3,  4,  to.) 

1 S  And  to  prevent  your  running  into  the  abomina¬ 
ble  praftices  that  I  have  been  already  cautioning  you 
again  ft,  take  heed  of  another  flagrant  fin,  which  is  not 
only  in  itfelf  a  rioting  upon  the  bounties  of  providence, 
and  an  unmanly  and  woife  than  brutal  vice,  but  throws 
one  off  from  his  guard,  and  evpofes  him  to  every  temp¬ 
tation  to  lalcivioufnefs,  and  all  other  fhamefnl  iniqui¬ 
ties  ;  and  that  is  drunkennefs  *,  by  fo  free  a  ufe  ol 
wine  or  other  lirong  intoxicating  liquors,  as  is  injuri¬ 
ous  to  health,  or  clouds  the  mind,  and  enfeebles,  de¬ 
ities,  and  diforders  all  the  powers  of  the  foul,  aod  ren¬ 
ders  them  incapable  of  rational,,  holy,  and  regular  con¬ 
duct;  and  is  attended  with,  or  prompts  unto,  all  cx- 
cefs  of  intemperance  and  madoefs,  rioting,  and 

debauchery,  and  all  fupcrfiuity  of  naughtinefs.  Bur, 
in  oppofition  to  the  fordid  and  injurious  pleafure  of 
'  drinking  to  excefs,  let  it  be  your  great  concern,  that,  in 
the  ufe  of  all  proper  and  appointed  means,  ye  may  be 
filled  with  the  holy  influences,  gifts  and  graces,  joys 
and  confolations  of  the  divine  Spirit,  wherein  there 
can  be  no  danger  of  having  too  much,  or  of  being  unif¬ 
ied  into  any  indecent  or  unworthy  behaviour  by  them. 
This,  inltcad  of  carrying  you  into  revellings  and  all 
extravagancies  of  mirth  and  jollity,  will  infpire  you 
with  a  noble,  pure,  and  fublimc  pleafure,  which  fhould 
vent  itfelf  in  a  fuitahic  manner; 

rp  Speaking  among  yourfelves,  to  your  mutual  edi¬ 
fication  and  admonition,  {Col,  iti,  16.)  by  Gaging  forth 
the  praifes  of  God,  in  all  the  variety  of  them,  at  your 
religious  aflemhlies,  by  joining  your  voices  in  propel 
tunes,  to  utter  poetic  competitions,  fuch  as  pfatms  and 
hymns,  and  fpititual  fongs  ft  whether  thole  that  are 

already 


NOTE  S. 


*  tirudkesurfi  vs»  s  rcignirg  fin  «  Epkc~ 
fta,  sind  3  vice  ihst  i!;t  (Uziite;  •*«« 

I'.-jl  y  i.i'  in  fi.iire  iif  i(3-.>:v.r;-us 

VprtkiiLiiy  in  that  wkkh  1 1  tty 
tt Mw-iUd  tn  h*>urmrnF  vd:um  they 

Ljvt  .'biWvocl,  tJ'fiTTch  cn*»A 

of  O/t  v.v  s  c  for  tii;  uic 


of  ihc  church  are  ntied  in  ihrir  title*  JJ/Wfl-*; 
yet  the  ifrordufcd  hi  the  title  of  Pfalm,  c\ Iv, 
though  rendered  there  a  fc* ftfol,  ui- 

fo,  mid  h  fumetirtics  rendered  l»y  the  StrMy- 
a  *-Tiwr\  *m1  the  nf  rxi,— cat  Km* 

;iT,i^  are  rendtmi  Bat  p<  fti" 

h.y  1  he  byaitis  and  jifiritaai  ft^s  here  meATit* 
in  uiftititfion  from  g/alm*  u^gfcl  f;£r--y 

,  1:. 
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*n  Giving  thanks 
always  for  all 
ttiirgt  umo  God 
and  the  Parker, 
in  the  name  of 
our  -Lord  JcJiiv 
thrift; 


ii  Submitting 
yonrfdfts  one  10 
iinother  in  the 
fear  of  God. 


already  left,  cinder  divine  lnfprration,  for  the  ufc  of  the 
church,  or  thofc  that  infpired  men  among  you  may 
give  out  by  an  extraordinary  gift  of  the  Spirit,  fuitable 
to  prefent  occafiona  :  All  which  are  to  be  lung  in  a  fpi- 
ritual  manner  forfpirttual  ends;  and  your  united  praifes, 
with  the  voice  together ,  (Ifa*  lit*  8-)  (houlct  be  with  the 
fweeteft  harmony  and  delight  in  your  own  hearts,  by 
their  afeending  with  your  voices  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
Chewing  forth  his  glory,  and  the  glory  of  God  in  him, 
which  will  be  as  pleating  to  him,  and  to  your  own  fouls, 
as  the  moil  melodious  mufic  can  be  to  your  tjus. 

20  And  the  work  of  praife  (liquid  not  only  bear  a 
part  in  the  foiemn  worfhip  of  your  religious  aftemblics; 
but  fiiould  run  through  your  whole  lives,  that  ye  may 
always  maintain  a  grateful  difpotition  of  heart,  and 
may  bkfs  the  Lord  at  alt  times  ^  and  hu  praife  may  be  con¬ 
tinually  in  your  moutbsy  (Pfah  xxiiv*  for  every  mercy, 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  for  every  dtfpenhmon  of 
providence  and  grace,  yea,  for  afflictions  thenifclves, 
as  they  work  together  for  good,  as  well  as  for  enjoy- 
ments,_and  fenfible  tokens  of  divine  favour:  Ami  fo  ye 
ought,  od  all  occafions,  to  exprefs  your  thankfulnefs  for 
all  things,  to  God  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
ChrifL  and  our  Father  in  him,  as  the  original  fource 
and  firft  caufc  of  all  the.good  things  which  we  have 
and  hope  for :  And  this  ihankfgiving  (hould  be  render* 
ed  to  him  through  our  Iast6  Jefus  Chrill,  ( CoL  iti.  T7,) 
with  a  dependence  on  him,  and  mention  of  his  name, 
as  our  only  mediator,  and  the  purchaser  of  all  bladings, 
on  whofe  account  they  are  beftowed  upon  us  ;  and  thro* 
whom  our  praifes,  as  well  as  prayers  for  them,  are  to 
be  prefp nted,  and  are  made  acceptable  to  God.  (hfsb* 
xiii.  15.  and  I  Pet .  ii.  5.) 

21  And  thefe  divine  influences  {1 ter*  18.)  will  direct 
and  oblige,  alHAand  enable  you  to  behave  in  a  becom¬ 
ing  manner,  in  all  natural  and  civil,  public  and  private 
relations  of  life  *,  according  to  the  tank,  which  ye  re* 

fpetiively 


NOTES. 


ftidi  divine  odes,  or  poetic  corn  petitions,  as  unrirtrtmafed  believers  \  and  among  converts 
otu  L-jrd  is  t'lwTgM  by  tome  to  hare  dsH-  from  heatnsnifm*  wi;h  regard  to vnbe&rvfKg 
v„red  at  the  jnftkmion  of  his  flipper,  Match*  h  ufhands  and  wives*  pajentd  and  children* 
\>:vu  30.  and  ^  the  fongf  uf  Elizabeth)  the  makers  anl  JcrvtitU ;  uich  a  view  to  which 
virgin  M.trjj  Z^bartasy  and  other*  fpoken  ,  the  apoftlc  cfiahliJhcs  the  obligations  refill*-* 
of  in  1  Cor.  Kiv.  id,  ing  fnim  al]  thtfe  relations,  whether  both 

*  The  had  fiich  cnnrntipiible  panics  were  believers  or  noti  in  s  diicourie 

thoughts  of  the  imcirecuneHed  Gtniiku  as  v  hrge,  1  Cor.  chap,  vU.  And  wish  the 
to  imagine  that  they  were  not  bound  to  per-  like  3  kw,  he  may  be  fuppofod  in  this  end  the 
t  >rm  tnofc  dmies  toward  them  that  belong  nest  cluixvr,  to  infift  oti  tbc  duties  of  bnf+ 
efi  ro  the  ncardt  relations  in  life;  and  it  bands  stud  nnvrst  parents  snd  ehif drext  ra„> 
Ji'-in*  as  if  fomc  fuch  notion  had  obtained  a*  ten  and  firva«Hy  that  Itciicvcn  might  not 
JudaUing  Chrlfttuts,  with  regard  to  think  (hemttlvts  ix  leu  fed  from  the  duties, 

E  c  1  whisk 
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XX  WlTCStfobf 

lfeityourieJvcs 
to  y(iiifo*’rt  huf' 
hands,  as  unto  the 

£<ortI, 


fpeCtivcly  bear  m  them,  that  ye  all  may  perform  thole 
mutual  duties  one  towards  another,  which  belong  to 
your  feveral  ftatums*  as  perfons  that  have  an  awe  of 
God  upon  your  conferences,  and  are  afraid  of  offending 
him,  who  has  enjoined  thefe  duties  upon  you  5  ami  as 
perfons  that  arc  under  the  government  of  his  dcw-co- 
ven  ant-fear  in  your  hearts,  to  keep  you  from  (inning 
againft  him,  and  to  engage  you  to  fubmit  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  in  every  thing  that  be  bus  commanded,  and  as  far 
as  may  be  for  Ms  glory,  and  cooliftent  with  other  du¬ 
ties  that  ye  owe  to  him,  whofe  absolute  fupremiey 
claims  a  prior  and  unreferved  fub  million  to  him* 

22  .As  to  inftance  particularly  in  fome  relative  du¬ 
ties,  let  thefe  of  you,  that  are  believing  ivives}  pay  all 
becoming  reverence  and  honour,  fubjetUon  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  in  all  lawful  things,  to  your  hulbands,  whom  ye 
fhculd  confidcr and  efreem,  and  be  the  more  chearfully 
fubmiflive  10,  as  your  own  bulbands,  who  by  the  law 
c£  carriage  are  and  ought  to  be  for  you,  and  no  other 
wmjhh,  only  beloved  of  you,  and  loving  you  ft  And 
it:  ?M  votir  herein  be  as  in  the  fight  and  prefence 
of  the  Lord  C'nnft*  with  an  eye  to  his  glory,  as  alfo  in 
obedience  to  his  authority,  (t  Cor *  siv,  34, J  and  in  re- 
femblancc  of  that  fubjeftion  which  the  church  owes  to 
him,  and  by  which  this  duty  is  illufl rated  and  enforced 
upon  you. 


NOTES- 


13  For 


which  refult  from  either  of  thefe  relations, 
even  ftippnting,  ih^t  it  fab  titled  between 
them  and  facii  as  unbelievers :  And  the 
rime  n^y  be  ob&rvcd  with  refpeft  to  the  o* 
hcdiencc  that  due  to  heathen  imriftt  tiles, 
and  the  offices  of  love  and  kindness  that 
were  to  be  difthargod  towards  all  mik*  ard 
degrees  of  perfons,  wbar foe ver  t heir  charac¬ 
ters  or  profeftons  might  be  as  to  rtlighn  ; 
which  be  alfo  in  lifted  on  at  large  in  H:e  xiiir  h 
chapter  to  the  Romans,  AU  [hi*  is  dcfign- 
eitofhew  that  the  Chrtftia*  religion  is  to 
f^r  from  difWrin/,  that  it  autSruis  and  In- 
hirers  obligation*  to  duties  of  all  natural  and 
ei*:l  relations  And  li  thefe  relwdve  duties 
wtivin  bcobftrvcrt,  even  towards  heathens 
a*id  urhtlievers,  trudl  more  mart  they  be 
Mirim*;  upon  Chriflia.;^  one  ^ou-ards  ano¬ 
ther*  (Slc  *he  note  «n  i  Tin,  d.  i.) 

+  The  apoftle’s  diiemitie  (as  Z.wrfyolH 
ferra)  on  particular  relative  duties,  is  in  the 
na tun!  order,  in  which  the  idattons  theic- 
fc|ve$  commenced  in  the  world,  which  wis 
hril  between  I'tylaw*  and  r4exi  ber*oeil 

jwjvh/*  anAthiimu  ;  ami  lalfly  \  cUVCCii 
ters  ax*  fenwxt\  The  sKTcjrtiircgiy 

be^:i!S  feir*  O'"  rK'  flrft  of  ihtfo 

:?la::ons  fa  thU  gm  cntotiivfe 


of  forfeit  end  children,  And  Pisfien  end  fir* 
Teeth  in  tbe  neat ;  and  he  keeps  the  fame 
order  in  fats  exhortations  to  all  thefe  in  hxt 
eptfle  to  the  CotafGans,  chap,  iit*  18,— ij 
3nri  if.  1,  dr c*  But  it  may  be  farther  ci> 
fervid,  that,  in  both  thefe  cpifUer,  he  fail 
tnti ft s  on  the  dories  of  the  mfmart  and  then 
on  thole  of  the  fuptrxr  rcuthei  in  every 
ipflantt  of  them.  And  the  apofttc  Pdttr 
proceeds  in  the  fome  order,  when  be  /peak) 
of  the  duties  of  vHvts  endtmjbands^  i  Per* 
iit*  1,-74  ■  The  reafom  of  this  may  pioba* 
My  be,  beeaufo  the  dmic*  of  wim> 

*ad  ftrviwts  are  moll  agifaift  the  grain  of  cor* 
ropi  nature,  rooft  difficult  in  themfelves;  a*i 
moft  apt  to  be  obje&ed  agamft,  and  uni  U 
readily  attended  to,  and  complied  with  $  and 
betaufr,  if  thefe  relatives  faithfully  perfortr 
the  duties  on  their  part,  it  would  by  a  ra  >ri 
endearing  obligation  upon  hx/barM* 
end  xutjun  to  treat  their  wiwr, 
fcrvantti  with  love  audlcnderntfo,  and  ut.oii 
leave  them  the  more  ftarreftilly  inexcnfobiL 
wrre  they  to  be  vautiti|  in  their  duty  (o'vui 
than.  Hence  tbe  apoftle  Pc;rr,  in  ihc  pi  ^ 
hat  now  beFemd  to,  exhorts  beliering  w:, 
tQX'ii;  lih'W  ku/yandi  by  a  bct3*U*i-.g  fjj ;i  *  ;:T-t 
CWVCi  fatio  tit 


Ch.V. 

For  thehuf- 
l»nd  is  tUc  head 
of' the  .wife,  even 
as- Chrifl  is  the 

head  of  the 

church  :  and  he 
is  the  Saviour  of 
the  body* 


*4  Therefore, 
as  the  church 
is  iubjed  unto 
Ch rill,  to  let  the 
wivci  iir  to  their 
e«D  hurtundi  m 
c my  thing. 


if  Husband*, 
We  your  wives, 

even  ss  ChriA  al- 
to  loved  the 
church,  and  gave 
bipnfdf  it ; 
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23  For  by  the  law  of  nature  and  of  marriage.,  (fee 
Cea.iii.  16.  I  Cor.tL  8,  9.  anti  :  Tim.  ii.  13,  1 4.)  the  huf- 
band  is  appointed  to  be  the  head,  guide,  and  guardian 
of  the  wife,  in  a  fomcwhat-lifce  manner,  as,  by  the  con- 
ftitotion  of  the  new  covenant,  Chrifl,  in  itisoilicc-c.ijva- 
city,  is  the  head,  governor,  and  protector  of  the  whole 
church,  which  is  efpouted  unto  him ;  .and  hi  it  able  to 
this  near  and  tender  relation  into  which  be  has  taken 
them,  he  has  a&ed  the  part. of  a  kind  and  faithful  hus¬ 
band  in  being  the  Redeemer,  and  Saviour  of  all  the 
members  of  his  nay  Iii  cal  body,  to  deliver  them  from 
fm  and  wrath,  and  fecure  eternal  happinefs  to  them  $ 
and  has  therein  fet  all  Chriflian  hufbands  a  hright  and 
coble  pattern  of  that  afFe£lion,  care,  and  concern* 
which  they  ought  to  have  for  the  fafety  and  defence, 
maintenance,  comfort,  and  happinefs  of  their  wives, 
(w.  25,  28,  &c.) 

24  As  therefore  the  church  is  cbearfully  anti  faith¬ 
fully  fubjeQ  to  the  authority  of  Chrifl  in  alt  fpi  ritual 
concerns’,  fo  in  imitation  of  them,  (though  not  with 
the  fame  abfolute  and  unlimited  fubje&ion  to  any  crea¬ 
ture,  as  is  due  to  Chrill  himlelf)  let  the  wives  behave 
with  mettktiefj,  wlllingnefs,  and  fidelity,  in  3  becom¬ 
ing  fubje&ion  to  their  own  lawful  hufbands  in  all  civil 
things,  as  far  as  is  fit  in  the  Lord.  {Col.  iii.  18.) 

25  On  the  other  hand,  hufbands  fhould  con  fide  r, 
and  faithfully  difeharge  their  duty,  toward  their  wives, 
as  it  is  all  comprehended  in  the  great  law  of  love,  which 
fweecens  the  relation,  and  has  the  moft  powerful  in¬ 
fluence  to  command  a  friendly  and  becoming  behavi¬ 
our  in  it.  Let  thofe  of  you  then,  that  arc  bdiering 
hufbands,  take  heed  of  tyrannizing  over  your  wives,  or 
being  imperious,  morofe,  or  paifionace  and  bitter  a- 
gainft  them,  {Col.  iii.  19.)  but  make  their  yoke  as  eafy 
and  agreeable  as  poflibk,  and  allure  them,  by  a  kind 
and  gentle  carriage,  to  all  the  rcfpecl  ami  obedience 
that  is  reafonable  for  you  toexpcCl  fretn  them;  See 
that  ye  give  honour  to  them,  (1  Pet.  iii.  7.)  and  that 
your  beans  be  full  of,  and  all  your  looks,  words,  and 
adions  fnew  forth,  the  mod  tender,  ardent,  and  en¬ 
dearing  love  to  them,  in  bearing  with  their  infirmities, 
and  doing  all  that  in  you  lyes  for  their  temporal  and  fpi¬ 
ritual  good,  and  for  convincing  them  of  your  peculiar 
affeflion  to  them  .*  And  ye  ihould  herein  imitate,  and 
be  influenced'  by,  the  fpecial  and  fuperUtive  love  of 
Chrifl  to  his  church,  who  has'givcn  the  moll  affecting 
and  unparalleled  demonstration  of  his  peculiar  love  to 
them,  that  poflibly  cau  be,  in  that  ho  freely  yielded 

himfejt 
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xC  Thar  he 
mijaht  fanftlfy 
mxl  cleaufe  it 
with  the  rafting 
of  water  by  the 
word  j 


*7  That  he 
roiflht  preient  it 
to  him  fid  f  a  pto- 
nous  church,  not 
having  fpot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any 
fuch  thing;  but 
that  k  (hoirid  be 
holy,  and  without 
bkuiiib* 


himfelf  up  :o  the  worft  of  deaths  in  their  room  and 
Head,  and  for  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  benefit ; 

26  That  he  might  take  away  the  power  and  pollution 
of  fin  from  all  its  members}  and  infule  a  principle  of 
true  holincfs  into  them}  and  fo  confecrate  them  to  God 
by  the  fim&iiication  of  his  Spirit,  as  (x*5«iw»r)  having 
purged  them  from  the  guilt  of  fin  by  his  atoning  blood, 
(fee  Heb.  i.  3,  and  it.  14,  a  J.  and  x.  a.)  which  effe£U 
of  bis  blood  and  Spirit  arc  fignified  by  the  cleanfing 
quality  of  water,  {Eut.  xxxvi.  25.)  and  hy  legal  puri¬ 
fications  -with  the  ajbes  «f  abeifer  fprinkling  tbe  unclean, 
(Heb.  ix.  13.  compared  with  Numb.  xix.  17,  &c.)  as 
atfo  by  tbe  water,  with  which  they  are  wafted  at  their 
baptilm  •  and  he,  in  tbe  greatnefs  of  his  lore  com¬ 
municates  thefe  benefits  by  means  of  the  gofpel  preach¬ 
ed  to  them,  and  received  and  applied  by  faith,  for  clean¬ 
ing  them  from  all  fin  hy  his  blood,  ( 1  John  I.  7. )  and  re¬ 
newing  them  by  the  Holy  Gbofl,  (Tit.  iii.  5.) 

27  That  he  might  let  every  member  of  the  church 
before  his  immediate  presence,  and  exhibit  them  to  his 
view,  and  make  them  every  way  agreeable,  acceptable, 
and  delightful  to  him,  through'  the  purifications  and 
ornaments  which  he  himfelf  bellows  upon  them,  as  a 
bride  prepared  and  adorned  for  her  hvfband,  (Rev.  xxi, 
2.)  and  fo  might  prejent  the  whole  church,  before  the 
prefence  of  bis  glory,  vtith  exceeding  Joy ,  Jude,  ver.  24.) 
all  over  beautiful  and  fhining  in  illuilrious  honour  with 
himfeif,  with  whom  they  Stall  appear  in  glory ,  (Col. 
iii.  4.)  as  being  not  only  Wafted  from  their  fine  in  his 
own  blood,  and  arrayed  with  his  infinitely  amiable  and 
perfect  tighteoufnefs ;  but.alfo  fan£lified  throughout  by 
bis  Spirit,  fo  as  to  have  no  remainders  of  pollution  or 
deformity,  any  more  than  of  guilt ;  no,  not  the  leaf! 
fpot  to  defile  their  garments,  nor  tbe  lead  wrinkle  to 
detract  from  their  beauty,  nor  any  fuch  thing  as  might 
abate  their  perfection,  or  tarnift  their  luftre  ;  but  that, 
as  the  faciifice*  offered  to  God  under  the  law,  and  wives 
efpoufed  to  their  hulbande,  were  to  be  without  blcmilh, 
fo  they  might  be  presented  as  pcifed,  in  bolinefs,  as  in 


N  O.  T  E. 


happinefs. 


4  Here,  as  fome  apprehend,  ts  an  alhoGoa 
to  the  mot U  of  tsprlim  by  im/titrfany  as  at 
other  limn  are  alfcfions  to  the  mode  of 
[priMnf  or  peurivg  -water,  (See  ibe  note 
ou  Rom,  vi,  4.)  And  yet  I  Lhhik  it  «q- 
not  hcmfvrredt  that  theapoftle  here  iurend* 
td  to  refer  to  baptitm  by  imnerjk *  ;  hccauk 
the  word  (aurfov)  a?  our  tranflaton 

have  rendered  Ut  in  general,  what* 

fa:m  be  the  way  and  tnuuilr  of  it :  (Vid* 


Said*  Ltnr.)  And  periods  iD^ht  he  [upt  t- 
icd  with  the  water  of  a  few r?  a*  U  commonly 
done  with  the  water  of  4  fajfat,  which  ts  one 
fort  of  fever  y  by  ?&*?**£  or  fprinkling,  with¬ 
out  hEj-ti^thdr  whole  bodies  itnmerccd  in  it* 
But  other*  think  that  the  alltrfon  h  to  Jr*- 
wattling*;  and  othm,  that  it 
washing*  of  a.  bride,  when  (he  wajtobc  pre- 
fenwd  to  her  husband* 


Ch.*. 


a,  8  So.  ought 
men  la  bv«  iLcic 
vim,  as  their 
o»d  bodies :  he 
that  kimh  hb 
wife  Icvrth  him* 
JclT, 


*4  For  no  man 
ev«  y<=t  hated  hb 
own  frlh ;  but 
jrmmfheth  aftd 
cbcriflttth  i<T  t* 
ven  as  the  loot'd 
the  church: 


30  For  we  are 
member*  of  hit 
bnrfy,  of  his  fkfb, 
and  of  hb  bontf- 


31  For  tins 
esufe  ftmll  a  man 
leave  hb  father 
?t)d  miiihcr,  and 
(hall  he  joined 
unto  hbwifc,und 
they  two  (hall  be 
one  Ac(h, 
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happinefs,  and  without  the  Jcaft  defeft,  unblamsable  end 
mreprweabkin  his  ftght ,  (Col.  i.  22.) 

28  So,  to  apply  this  to  the  argument  in  hand,  all 
hufbands,  that  pretend  to  any  hope  of  intcrcfl  in  this 
peculiar,  fuperlative  and  abiding  love  of  Chrift,  ought 
to  be  influenced  by  aconfideration  of  it  to  imitate  him, 
as  far  as  pofliblc,  in  the  fincerity,  conltuicy,  and  ar¬ 
dour  of  their  affe£lion  to  their  wives 5  even  with  fiich  a 
fort  of  kind  and  tender  love,  as  they  would  always  main¬ 
tain  and  cultivate  for  the  welfare,  cafe,  and  comfort  r,£ 
their  own  natural  bodies;  their  wives  being  relatively' 
one  fleih  with  them,  and  as  it  were  the  reftored  part  of 
themfelvcs,  {ver.  31,)  fince  the  woman  was  at  lirft  ta¬ 
ken  out  of  the  man  :  So  that  he  who  exercifes  love  in 
its  mod  render  and  engaging  forms  towards  his  wife, 
does  it  all,  in  r.(fe£t,  towards  himfelf,  hnd  he  will  f;«d 
the  advantage  of  it.  It  is  in  reality  felt-love ;  and  furdy 
nothing  can  be  a'ltrongcr  inducement  to  it  chan  this. 

29  For  no  man,  in  his  fenfes,  ever  has  been  foinhu-* 
man,  or  fa  very  deftiture  of  a  principle  of  ft: Move,  as 
to  negleft  and  abufe  his  own  body,  out  of  enmity  to  it, 
and  to  its  health,  comfort,  and  eafe,  as  it  is  bis  own 
fleih  ;  but  it  is  natural  to  him  ro  feed  and  cloath  it,  for 
its  fallen ance,  refrefbment,  and  warmth,  and  to  (upply 
it  With  fuch  things  as  are  needful  and  convenient  for 
it;  And  every  hufband  ought  to  do  the  like  by  his  wife, 
who  is  one  flelh  with  him  ;  even  as  the  Lotd  Telus,  in 
his  infinite  love,  has  taken  the  bell,  the  molt  affection¬ 
ate,  and  effeftual  care  of  his  church,  which  he  has  e£* 
poufed  unto,  ^nd  made  one  with  himfelf. 

30  For  ws,  who  believe  in  him,  are  members  of  that 
myftical  body,  of  which  he  is  the  head  and  in  a  fpi- 
ritual  fenfe  are  as  clofely  united  with  him,  and  as  dear 
to  him,  and  receive  all  grace  and  glory  from  hint,  by 
virtue  derived  from  his  body  which  was  broken  for  us* 
as  if,  by  our  near  alliance  to  him  in  human  nature,  we 
had  been  bone  of  his  bone,  and  fiejb  of  his  fejbt  ns  the 
wife  was  originally  of  her  hufband,  according  to  what 
our  firft  father  Adam  faid  of  Eve,  who  was  made  ot 
one  of  his  ribs,  {Gen.  ii.  22,  13.) 

31  And  to  Ihew  how  clofe  the  union  is  between  the 
hufband  and  his  wife,  and  what  mutual  tendemefa  there 
ought  to  be  between  them,  it  is  immediately  added, 
as  an  eflabHfhment  of  the  marriage-law  in  all  future 
generations,  {Gen.  ii.  24.)  Eccnufe  of  this  original  onc- 
nefs  of  hufband  and  wife,  whenever  any  man  hereaf¬ 
ter  (hall  enter  into  ihe  matrimonial  flate,  he  ifcnli  be  fo 
weaned  from  his  father  nr.d  mother,  as  to  place  his 

warmer 
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jl  Thli  h  a 
gttatn:yOery:but 
1  Ipcak  concern¬ 
ing  Christ  aud 
the  church* 


51  Kerertl'C- 
Itvi,  ’  let  tTcry 
♦n c  of  you  in  par¬ 
ticular  jo  love  his 
trife  even  aihim- 
ud  I  he  wife 
fie  that  file  refe¬ 
rence  Uer  ho£ 
hutt 


warmer  affections  upon  his  wife,  though  without  aba¬ 
ting  the  love  which  he  owes,  and  is  ever  to  continue  pay¬ 
ing  to  them  }  and  (hall  be  ready  to  leave  his  parent's 
family  (if  it  be  needful)  to  dwell  with  her/  and  cleave 
to  her :  And  thefe  two,  the  man  and  wife,  (hall  be  ac¬ 
counted  of,  and  (hall  treat  one  another  with  as  much 
affe&ion,  as  if  they  were  In  a  literal  fenfe  but  one  body. 

32  What  1  have  been  faying  about  the  marriage  of 
Adam  and  Eve,  and  the  union  of  man  and  wife,  con¬ 
tains  a  myftical  fenfe,  as  it  is  emblematical,  and  carries 
a  lively  refemblance  of  a  (till  more  excellent  and  hap¬ 
py  marriage,  and  of  a  more  intimate  union,  which  fur* 
paffes  our  comprehenGon :  I  mean  that  drift  union, 
which  is  wonderfully  made  between  Chrift  and  his 
church,  as  he  is  their  hufband,  and  they  are  his  fpoofe, 
and  as  he  and  they  arc  deftly  united  together,  like  one 
body,  of  which  they  are  members,  and  he  is  the  head, 
that  animates- and  influenced,  rules,  and  governs,  and 
takes  the  utmoftcare  of  them ;  And  as  Eve  was  brought 
forth  out  of  Adam’s  fide  while  he  was  afleep  ;  fo  the 
church  is  produced  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  by  virtue  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  fide  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  when  be 
was  pierced,  and  ilept  the  deep  of  death,  that  they 
might  live  with  him  for  ever, 

33  Neverthclefs,  thefe  words  of  Adam  concerning 
Eve,  and  concerning  the  marriage-date,  have  alfo  a  li¬ 
teral  fenfe  (citable  to  the  defign  of  the  argument  1  have 
been  upon,  relating  n>  the  refpefttve  duties  of  buibands 
and  wives  ;  Therefore  I  conclude  with  obferving  that, 
according  to  the  original  law  of  matrimony,  and  the 
illuftration  which  has  now  been  further  given  of  duties 
pertaining  to  it,  from  a  eoofideration  of  the  union  that 
fubfifts  between  Chrift  and  the  church,  it  is  the  boon- 
den  duty  of  every  hufband  among  you  in  particular, 
and  without  exception,  to  love  his  wife  with  the  lame 
fincere,  kind,  and  Angular  affeftion  with  which  he 
loves  himfelf,  (he  being  his  feeondfelf,  {ver.  28,  31.) 
And  it  is  no  lefs  the  duty  of  every  wife  among  you,  to 
pay  ail  becoming  refpeft  and  honour  to  her  hufband, 
not  with  a  flavifh  fear,  bur  with  a  conjugal  love  and 
reverence,  aud  cautious  fear  of  offending  him. 


RF.  COLLECTIONS. 

With  what  chearfuIneB  ffiould  the  dear  children  of  God  imitate  their  beavenly 
Father  3  And  what  an  afleftfeg  and  engaging  motive  to  brotherly  love  is  the  dy¬ 
ing  love  of  Chrift,  who  offered  up  himfelf  as  an  atoning  and  acceptable  facrifue 
lor  us !  But  how  unworthy  the  Chriftian’s  character,  privileges,  and  obligations 
is  it  to  give  way  to  any  fin,  efpcciaily  fuch  fljameful  ones  as  heathens  and  uncon¬ 
verted  finntrs  are  infamous  for  J  Neither  oovetoufnefs,  which  is  conftmdive  id,». 

fetry 
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Utry ;  nor  any  fort  of  uachaftity  or  impurity  ;  nor  any  works  of  darkncfs*  ifcoujd 
ever  be  founds  or  countenanced,  by  thole  that  profefi  themfdves  to  be  tiiinU  ; 
For  whatever  vain  deceivers  may  fuggeft  to  the  contrary,  fuch  things  are  abomi¬ 
nable  and  injurious,  and  exclude  the  pradiftra  of  them  from  the  WdTusga  of  God 
and  the  Saviour's  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  and  bring  divine  wrath  upon  their 
heads*  What  a  vifible  change  in  convcrfetion  is  to  be  expected  from  thofe  that 
are  awakened  into  life  and  light  by  the  powerful  voice  of  Chrift!  They  flionld 
walk  as  children  of  the  light*  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  unto  all  goodnefs, 
righteoufnefs,  and  truth;  thdr  words  and  actions  fliould  carry  fuch  reproof  to 
workers  of  iniquity*  ailhewa  that  they  have  no  fdlowfhip  with  them  in  their 
evil  deeds;  but  that  they*  upon  trial,  approve  of  thofe  things  that  are  acceptable 
to  their  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  to  God  through  him*  How  watchful  and  careful 
ought  they  to  be  in  their  walk  !  They  (bould  be  very  drcumfpc&  to  fliun  temp* 
Utiun,  fin,  and  danger,  and  to  redeem  time  for  the  beft  purports,  efptctatiy  in 
evil  days ;  and  fhoukl  behave  wifely  is  an  upright  way,  and  not  like  ignorant  and 
fuolilh  people,  who  neither  confider  what  they  are  doing,  nor  whi‘hcr  they  are 
going*  How  pure  and  fublime  are  the  joys  that  arife  from  being  filled  with  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit !  There  is  no  danger  of  exceft  in  thefe,  as  there  is 
in  being  drunk  with  wine;  they  diipofe  os  for  tinging  the  praifes  of  God  with 
harmonious  voices,  and  the  fweeleft  melody  in  our  hearts *  and  make  us  thank* 
fid  to  him,  through  Chrift  Jcfns,  in  every  circumltatice  of  things.  Bot  how  con¬ 
cerned  ihould  we  be  to  till  up  all  relations  of  life  with  the  duties  of-  them,  front 
a  principle  of  holy  reverence  and  fear  of  Cod  l  Husbands  and  wives  fhotild  not 
make  a  jeft  of,  but  confcientiouriy  attend  to  the  refpetfive  dudes  that  rciuit  from 
their  union  with  each,  other  as  one  fltfln  And  O  how  happy  would  the  marriage- 
itate  be*  if  both  relatives*  in  their  places,  would  ftudy  to  pleafe  one  another  ! 
Conjugal  lovfr-would  keep  all  right  between  them,  and  fecti're  the  dudes  on  both 
tides*  How  intimate  and  endearing  is  the  relation  and  Affection  of  Chrift  to  his 
church  !  He  h  full  of  tender  love  and  care  toward  them,  and  freely  gave  htmfdf 
fur  them,  that  he  might  take  away  the  guiit,  power,  and  defilement  of  their  tins 
by  his  blood  and  fpirit,  and  by  means  of  his  word  ;  and  mi^ht,  at  length,  pre- 
fentthem  all  to  himfelf,  arrayed  in  glory,  like  a  fpotife  tit  for  fuch  an  ilhitiriou* 
huiband  to  delight  in,  as  having  no  fpot  or  blemilh  of  any  kind  upon  them.  Ho  w 
conftraining  ought  his  love  to  them  be,  to  engage  their  moft  dutiful  fnbmifliofi  to 
him  !  And  what  afwect  influence  fttould  thefe  conlulerat ions  hare  upon  every 
religious  hnfband  to  love  hia  wife  as  himfelf,  and  upon  every  religious  wife  to  re¬ 
verence  her  fcmiband  [ 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  apoflle  proceeds  to  the  relative  duties  of  children  and  parent s%  i,— 
4*  Of  fervants  and  majiers ,  5, — 9.  Directs  all  farts  ofChriftians 
to  pvt  on  their  fpiritual  armour  in  the  exereije  of  their  graces,  and 
in  the  vfc  of  thofe  means  which  are  neeefjary  to  defend  and  fee u re 
them  agaitjfl  the  enemies  of  their  fouls  in  this  flats  of  warfare 9  io% 
— 14*  Bejirts  their  prayers  for  himfetf,  19,  20.  rfnd  concludes 
bis  epifiie  with  art  account  of  the  reafims  of  his  fending  Tycbicos  to 
them,  and  with  his  apqflolie  henedi£lion%  ai, — 24. 


Text. 

Qllildren,  obey 
J  your  parents 
the  Li>r4  ;  for 
this  h  right. 


.  Paraphrase. 

'  1 1 0  proceed  to  fome  other  relative  duties  that  are 
-*■  incumbent  upon  Chri/liaus :  Let  thofe  of  you  that 
are  font  or  daughters*  wbarfoerer  your  age  or  circum* 
fiances  be  in  the  world*  remember  your  obligations*  and 
be  careful  to  pay  all  filial  duty*  to  your  fathers  and  mo. 

thers 
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(here,  (wr.  2.)  whether  they  be  believers  or  not,  or 
whether  they  be  circu incited  or  uncircumcifed  ChrUH- 
ans,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  v*  21,)  Hearken  to  their 
counfds  and  commands;  and  yield  a  fubmiffive,  cheat¬ 
ful,  and  ready  obedience  to  them  In  all  lawful  things, 
for  the  fake  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  has  made  it  your 
duty  to  attend  to  their  mftructions,  [Prov*  i.  8-}  for 
his  gU>ry,_andfiiitabJe  to  your  relation  to  him :  For  this 
obedience  to  parents  is  {*««**).  a  juft  debt,  according 
to  the  law  of  nature  and  of  all  civilized  nations;  and 
is  highly  fit  and  equitable  in  icfelf,  confidently  bovr 
much  ye  have  depended  upon,  and  been  beholden  to 
their  care,  kindnefs,  and  coll.;  and  that,  under  God, 
ye  owe  your  very  beings  to  them*  Still  further  to  il- 
Infinite  and  enforce  this  duty ; 

1  Honour .thy  '  2  Rem  em  berth  at  it  is  enjoined  upon  you  in  the  fifth 
commandment  of  the  moral  law,  (Ex*  xx,  12.)  which 
thc’firft  com-  is  particularly  confirmed  and  enforced  by  our  Lord, 
modcDcnc  wi*  (Mat*  xv.  4,  &c.)  and  ts  of  perpetual  obligation,  as 
promlic,}  requiring  tbat  every  one  of  you,  who  Hands  in  the  re¬ 

lation  of  a  lbn  or  daughter,  fhould  confider  both  your 
parents  as  naturally  your  fuperiors ;  fhould  always 
think  and  fpeak  honourably  of  them ;  fhould  pay  all 
fubmifGve  reverence  and  refpett  to  them  ;  and  (if  need 
be)  flioutd  do  what  you  can,  by  way  of  dutiful  affection 
and  requital,  to  afford  an  honourable  maintenance  and 
relief,  not  to  your  father  only,  but  to  your  mother  alfo, 
even  in  her  ftate  of  widowhood,  (1  Tim .  v.  4.)  that 
fhe  may  not  be  treated  with  contempt,  ( Prov ,  mi.  22,) 
This  is  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance,  that  the  com* 
mandmenr,  relating  to  it,  is  let  at  the  head  of  the  fc- 
cond  rable  of  the  law;-being  the  very  firftof  all  its  pre¬ 
cepts,  relating  to  that  fort  of  duties  :  And,  to  give  the 
greater  encouragement  to  a  diligent  obfervation  of  it,  it 
is  the  only  precept  about  fecood-table-  duties,  tbat  is 
backed  with  the  gracious  promife  of  a  bk fling;  and  is 
indeed  the  only  one,  in  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  moral 
law,  that  has  any  particular  promife  annexed  peculiar 
to  itfelf;  that  in  the  fccond  commandment  being  of  a 


more  general  nature,  and  relating  to  them  that  love 
God,  and  keep,  not  only  this9  but  all  his  command¬ 
ments,  (Ex,  xx*  6.) 

k-i^lwkhthwT  3  The  blefling  particularly  promifed,  and  remarka- 
aud  tbpu  miyeft  bly  fuited  to  imprefs  young  minds,  and  to  engage  your 
tit*  long  on  the  obediential  reverence  of  your  father  and  mother  is,  that 

by 

NOTE 


$  The  rju/ifr  farms  here,  and  iri  fcver&L  other  place?,  to  be  particularly  mentioned  ; 
homfc  children  arc  more  apt  to  flight  and  iSL'reipsft  their  Mothers  than  tbdr  fathers 
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by  the  favour  of  God,  which  ordinarily  adds  the  blcf- 
fmgS  of  providence  to.  dutiful  childlren,  you  may  be 
happy  and  prosperous  in  your  temporal  affairs,  through 
all  the  circumftances  of  this  life;  And  that  your  days 
-may  be  lengthened  out,  with  comfort  upon  earth,  to  a 

•  And  ve  fa-  8°°d  *8e  *•  : 

thm  ,  "  provoke  4  And  as  to  the  duties  of  Chrifl ian<pa  rents,  let  thofc 
not  your  children  of  you  that  are  fathers  +,  in  which  modi  era  are  alfo  in¬ 
to  wra-iii  b«  ciU{jed,  (ver.  2.)  look  upon  your  children  as  parts  of 
tbTenunu«Ua^d  yourfelves *,  and  (**  be  very  careful  that  ye 

admonition  of  the  do  not  by  humourfome  or  unreafonable  impofitions  and 
LonL  refiraints,  or  by  rigorous  and  hatfit  ufage,  in  words  or 

blows,  irritate  their  refentments,  and  exafperate  their 
paSioDS,  left  they  be  difwvraged,  (Col,  iii.  21.)  and  be 
prejudiced  againft  you,  and  againft  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion  itfelf,  as  though  it  taught  -you  to  be  tnorofe,  ill- 
natured,  -and  fevere  to  them :  but  treat  them  with  all 
kindnefs,  lenity,  and  tendernefs,  and  with  perfuajjve 
arguments,  to  work  upon  their  judgments  and  con* 
fciences,  and  engage  their  affedion  and  duty  toward 
you,  and  to  make  them  in  love  with  the  good  ways  of 
the  Lord :  and  give  them  a  religious  education,  by  ma¬ 
king  them  familiarly  converfant  with  the  holy  fcrip- 
tores  betimes,  and  adding  catechetical  mflru&ions  to 
aflift  their  underftandings  from  their  childhood  up,  (2 
Tim.  iii,  15,)  as  alfo  by  prudent  discipline  and  mode¬ 
rate  correlations,  when  neceffary  and  feafonable,  (Prov. 
xiit.  24,)  and  by  your  own  regular  example,  and  daily 
prayers  with  and  for  them.  In  this  manner,  as  a  nurle 
cherithea  her  children,  nottrijb  them  up  in  the  v/erdt  of 
faith  and  good  doElrinet  (t  Tim.  iv.  d.)  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord,  that,  by  his  grace,  they  may 
learn  to  fear  him  and  reverence  their  fuperiors,  and 
may  know  the  way.  to  eternal  life  through  Jefus  CSrift : 
watch  over  and  reftrain  the  firft  appearances  of  pride- 
and  padton,  vanity  and  deceit,  and  all  the  early  bud¬ 
dings  of  corrupt  nature  in  them  ;  warn  them  againft 
youthful  Ijns  and  errors,  that  would  be  deftru&ive  to 
their  comfort,  reputation,  and  ufefulnefs  in  this  world, 

and 


N  O  T  P  S. 

*  Though  thU  promife  had  a  primary  re-  obey  fa  mother t  the  ravens  of  the  mlfej  pail 
fatnee  to  a  long-commucd  enjoyment  of  ail  pick  it  cw,  and  the  yvvttg  eagit  frail  eat  it :  He 
th*  plenty  of  the  land  of  Coxa**}  Y«*  it  has  Ihati  be«cpoftd  to  the  judgmcimof  Cod,  to 
1  further  reach,  and.  is  ordinarily  fulfilled  in  bring  him  to  an  untimely  and  lbanieful  end. 
providential  favour*  to  religiouily  dutiful  (Prov*  jlsx.  it*  Sec  ulfo  Matth*  4*) 
children,  under  the  go  fpel-difpen  fition  1  For  |  Fatten  ferns  to  be  here  fpedfitd,  be* 
gutiiaefs  is  profitable  unto  ait  things ,  caufc  they  are  commonly  more  Hern  audit* 

the  prvndfe  cf  the  life  that  an/  u,  and  of  that  vere,  that]  mother  st  though  thefe  arc  aiib  in- 
which  i|  to  ee/tuiy  (t  Tim.  iv*  8*)  But  the  eluded* 
cj  e  that  TTwtelb  at  fa  father  t  and  defpifeth  to 
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j  Servant sf  be 
^be^nt  uj  them 
jour 

Or:':  acc^rdioj to 
(hs  ildh}  with 
rtir  and  tremb¬ 
ling  :»  r»fi^[cDGfr 
of  your  heart!  a* 
nolo  Chrift ; 


4  Hot  with  eye- 
^vice,  a»  men- 
plcifcrt,  but  u 
tl>c  fcrvinU  of 
Chrift,  dsiiig  the 
wiil  of  God  from 
the  h&fti 


T  With  good 
will  dole  g  fcrvitf. 
It  to  the;  Lard, 
sild  not  to  men  ; 


and  co  their  eternal  happinefs  in  the  next;  exert  your 
parental  authority,  litre  faithful  Abraham,  (Gen.  iviii. 
ip.)  and  to  regulate  their  outward  behaviour ;  and  in* 
ure  them  to  public,  family,  and  fecret  worthip;  do  all 
that  in  you  lyes,  in  a  humble  dependence  upon  the 
Lord  for  hts  blelfmg,  to  cultivate  their  minds,  morals, 
and  religion,  and  to  train  them  up  in  the  way  they Jbeuid 
go,  in  hope  that  when  they  are  old,  they  will  net  depart 
from  it,  (Prov.  jcxii.  6.) 

5  To  add  one  clafs  more  of  relative  duties,  lettbofe 
of  yon,  that  are  in  the  quality  of  fervartts,  make  con¬ 
ference  of  obeying  all  lawful  commands  of  your  earthly 
mailers,  inclufive  of  miflreffes,  who  in  things  pertain* 
ing  to  the  body  and  this  prefent  world,  which  willfuon 
come  to  an  end,  are  fet  over  you  by  the  providence  of 
God,  and  have  a  right  to  the  lervices  of  your  ftations, 
whether  they  be  believers  or  not,  (i  Tim.  vi.  i,  a.  and 
Tit.  ii.  9,  ro.)  be  willtDgly  and  faithfully  fubje£t  to 
them,  with  a  reverential  and  cautious  fear  of  offending 
them  ;  and  with  -a  dread  of  provoking  their  wrath,  and 
much  more  the  wrztb  of  God  againd  you,  on  account 
of  your  betraying  your  trulls,  embezzling  their  goods, 
or  difobeying  their  jull  orders  :  and  fee  that  ye  do  all 
this  with  a  lincere,  ingenuous,  and  honed  heart,  with¬ 
out  deceit  or  guile,  as  thofe  that  therein  defirc  and  in¬ 
tend  to  ferve  rhe  Lord  Chrilt,  who  has  commanded  ci- 
vi],  as  well  as  religious  duties,  and  whofe  name  and 
do&rine  are  honoured  by  your  performing  them  in  o- 
hedience  to  him,  and  according  to  his  will. 

6  Let  all  your  fer vices  to  them  be  fulfilled  with  dili¬ 
gence  and  confllncy,  not  merely  while  their  eyes,  or 
the  ey«9  of  other  people,  are  upon  you  to  obferve 
how  ye  behave,  as  though  ye  only  aimed  at  gaining 
their  good  opinion,  and  at  approving  yourfdves  to  men, 
for  fecular  advantages  :  but  let  it  be  done  with  a  fpeciat 
reference  to  the  Lord  Clirid,  as  thofe  that  are  fallible 
of  your  being  always  under  his  eye,  and  that  ye  mud 
give  an  account  to  him  ;  and  as  thofe  that  are  ambiti¬ 
ous  of  plealiog,  honouring,  and  obeying  him,  by  dif- 
charging  your  duty  to  your  maders,  with  all  good  fide¬ 
lity,  from  a  fincere  principle  of. religion  toward  God, 
as  it  is  agreeable  to  his  will,  who  requires  it  of  you. 

7  In  this  manner,  apply  to  all  the  bufiocls  of  your 
Rations  freely,  affectionately,  and  indudrnrally,  with 
all  rcadined  of  mind,  as  perfons  that  love  your  maders, 
and  have  their  intered  at  heart ;  and  that  take  pleafute 
in  doing  them  all  the  fet  vice  to  which  God  and  they 
call  you ;  and  engage  )o  it  from  a  feufe  of  duty  to 

Chrilt, 
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Chrift,  your  fupreme  Lord  and  Matter,  that  ye  may 
ferve,  pleafe,  and  glorify  him,  who  is  always  obferving 
your  iumolt  thoughts,  as  well  as  outward  actions ;  and 
not  merely  to  acquit  yourfelves  well  in  the  fight,  and 
to  gain  the  elteern  of  men, 

»h*tfo*w  ®  Let  fervants  be  encouraged  to  be  careful  and  faith* 

tb;BE  any  man  ful  in  performing  all  the  duties  of  their  places,  as  bo- 
dotb,  tbc  lame  ing  well  .allured,  from  the  word  of  God,  that  whatfb- 

duLordwtledicr  evcr  K°0<*  ^efv‘ce  *al 011  e  does  i"  tb*  manner  but  now 
he  l*-  b«i4  or  mentioned;  though  his  mailer,  after  the  fleilt,  ihould 
tree.  reward  him  evil  for  good;  yet,  the  Lord  Jefus,  the 

great  Judge  of  all,  will  gracioufly,  and  in  faithfulnds 
to  his  promife,  make  him  a  rich  amends,  according  to 
his  work,  in  the  great  day  of  account,  whether  he  be  a 
bond-flave,  or  a  freer  fort  of  fervant ;  which  likewife  is 
equally  true,  as  to  every  other  faith fulperfon,  whether 
he  be,  in  any  civil  refptfl,  a  bondman,  or  a  freeman*, 
s  And  «,  ms-  y  And  as-  the  forementioned  duties  are  owing  from, 
thToesuniothem^  Chriftian  fervants  to  their  mailers ;  fo  there  are  duties 
for  baring  tlire.it-  no  lefs  incumbent  upon  believing  mafiert  toward  their 
raing:  k'Wwjj’K  fervants,  whether  they  be  Chrillians  or  not,  and  whe- 
jfo ilhTiicavcns  ther  they  be  their  Daves  or  their  hired  fer varus;  let 
neither  it  there  thole  of  you  therefore,  who  are  mailers,  take  care  that 
with  Mm  pwr<K;*  >  e  Perf°rtn  the  duties  of  your  places  and  relations,  with 
*  the  like  principles  and  views,  in  finglenels  of  heart  as 

to  Chrift,  and  according  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  that 
ye  behave  toward  them  with  gentlenefs  and  humanity, 
and  not  in  a  domineering  way,  with  ftern  and  fevers 
menaces,  infolence,  and  cruelty, -as  if  ye  were  a  higher 
,1'pecies  of  creatures,  and  they  were  to  be  ruled  with  ri¬ 
gour,  and  only  by  fear  and  terror,  and  were  to  bo 
treated  more  like  brutes  than  men :  but  always  remem¬ 
ber  that  ye  yourfelves  have  alfo  a  fuperior  Lord  and  Ma¬ 
iler  over  you,  even  Chrift,  whole  throne  is  in  the  hea¬ 
vens,  and  whole  kingdom  rules  over  all,  who  conftant- 
Jy  takes  notice  of  every  part  of  your  condu£l  toward 
your  fervants,  as  well  as  of  theirs  toward  you ;  and 
will  call  you  to  asrilritl  an  account  for  it,  as  he  will 
them  for  theirs :  for  as  perfons  of  all  ranks  are  alike 
little  before  him,  and  he  is  not  moved  in  his  regards  to 
them,  by  any  fecular  differences  of  fuperior  or  inferior 

Rations 


■  NOTE. 

■#  As  the  apoftle  ;s  hitherto  fpcakiuj:  only  for  continuing  a  Eonger  or  ttiorar  lime,  upon 
of  the  duty  (//frwnfj,  and  does  not  ':mcr  u-  proper  warning  in  their  matter's  for  vice,  or 
pan  that  of  usajlm^  HU  liie  next  veile,  hud  mu  ■  and  fo  the  exhortation  fults  the  cafe  <*f 
or  frtty  &cms  to  rclutc  to  that  all  foiU  of  fcrvaia*  in  all  ages.  But  if  we 

were  by  birth,  or  capture  in  war,  or  by  confider  this  paUage  as  a  traafitkm  from  the 
purchxie  ;  and  to  hir?d  fervants.  that  were  duly  of  ferranis  to  the  duty  of  matters,  then 
t-imjjratH-eiy  fire,  a?  ihey  were  at  hb.-Tiy,  hftd  (ss  all  the  expo  fi  tors  I  have  met  with 
til!  thry  had  let  thttofH'es  by  th^tr  oivn  i-jk;  b)  refers  tofinvnUt  and  free  to 
onfcntt  and  as  the y  might  ulctMr  freedom  or  M  La!i  to  perfciis  that  were  not  fovaota* 
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to  Fi my 
hrahrcn  t  bo 
^Vroog  hi  the 
J.nrd,  and  in  the 
power  o I  his 
might* 


it  l*nt  on  the 
whole  armour  of 
Godt  that  yr  may 
he  able  to  tUnd 
agtiflft  the  wiles 
of  fhedeviL 


tat  For  we 
wreftlenotagainfl 
fkfli  and  blood* 
bat  againft  prin¬ 
cipalities  and 
powers ,  4gain(t 
the  rulers  of  the 
dirk-nefff 


flatiions  and  circum  fiances  in  this  world  ;  fb  he  will 
impartially  judge  majlertt  as  veil  a*  fervants,  in  the 
grent  day,  and  deal  with  them  according  to  their  re- 
(pec  live  behaviour  upon  earth. 

I  o  Nov,  to  conclude  with  exhortations  that  equally 
conocrn  you  all,  my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  whatfo- 
ever  be  your  external  conditions  and  relations  in  this 
life  l  as  ever  ye  would  be  enabled  to  fulfil  the  duties 
of  y  our  federal  places,,  and  to  refill  and  overcome  all 
the  powers  of  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world,  which  will 
turn  you  afide  from  them,  and  oppofe  you  in  your  pro- 
gref  i  heaven-ward j  fet  out,  and  go  on  every  (tep  of 
your  way,  like  valiant  fotdiers  under  the  Captain  of 
falv»iion,  not  in  your  own  (Irength,  which  is  no  better 
than  wealcneft  j  but  in  the  ftrength  of  Chrift,  through 
whom  ye  may  do  {ill  things,  ( PhiU  iv.  13.)  Bejtrong 
in  th*  grace  that  it  in  Chrifi  Jefutt  (2  Tim.  ii.  t.)  amt 
in  his  almighty  aids  and  influences,  by  daily  deriva¬ 
tions:  from  him  to  make  you  equal  to  every  duty  and 
fervi  ce,  futfering  and  conflict,  to  which  at  any  time  ye 
are  called. 

I I  Ami  that,  fetring  out  in  this  (Irength,  ye  may  be 
throughly  equipped  and  furnilhed  for  all  encounters  a- 
gain  ft  your  fpiritual  enemies,  of  which  Satan  is  their 
head  and  chief ;  let  it  be  your  earnelt  endeavour,  like 
foldiers  fenfibleof  the  power  of  their  enemies,  and  of 
their  own  weaknefs  and  dangers,  to  live  in  the  daily 
and  hourly  exercife  of  all  thofe  graces,  and  in  the  ule 
of  all  khofe  means,  which  God  has  appointed  and  pro¬ 
vided,  gives  and  makes  effectual,  for  defence  and  fafe- 
ty,  like  the  mod  excellent  armour  of  proof,  which  ye 
are  Co  put  on  to  guard  and  cover  you  from  head  to 
foot,  *  that  by  means  thereof,  in  fighting  the  Lord’s 
battles,  ye  may  be  enabled  10  (land  and  maintain  your 
ground  againft,  and  defeat  the  numerous,  enfnaring, 
circumventing,  fallacious,  and  cunning  methods 
*«**)  of  aflaulr,  from  the  devil  and  all  his  inftruments. 
And  ye  have  the  gfeateft  need  of  all  this  help. 

I'l  Fot  in  this  holy  warfare  all  of  us,  who  have  lilted 
under  Chriil’s  banner,  whether  we  be  mini  Hers  or  pri¬ 
vate  Chriftians,  are  called,  like  perfons  fmgkd  out  for 
that  purpofe,  to  clofc  and  (harp  combat  and  contention 
againft,  not  only  tbe  carnal  reafonings  and  interefts  of 

animat- 


N  O  T  E. 

*  At  in  the  de&riptum  t>  f  tbe  fpirttuat  licit  Jpciks  of  believers  An,  (*>Jj;rar^) 

armoiit,  yet*  I4> — 17-  there  ii  in  allufioo  &i|d  in  ver,  13*  of  /uta?  to  tbtm  (aifij.afilf) 
to  si  gtrdi?9  fives,  and  a  helmet*  the  ujWc  armsmrvf  Gva  y  and  fo  includes  a 

that  are  put  upen  the  bndyt  and  to  a  fwerd  and  prapef  ufe  of  every  part  of  it. 

Jbkfd,  that  arc  held  In  the  bnruft  the  apoftle 


Ch.  vi* 
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darVicft  m imal-nat ure*  confiding  of  fiefli  and  blood*  and  a- 

^ritual  wicked-  gainft  wfeted  men,  and  the  ungodly  rulers  and  magi* 
iwfti n  b<ph  j>b-  (bates  of  this  world*  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  i.  21.)  who 
*"*  dwell  in  mortal  flcfli*  and  are  attended  with  human 

paflionfi,  like  ourfelves;  but  we  have  ftill  more  potent 
and  formidable*  as  well  as  iovjfible  adverfaries  to  deal 
with*  that  have  the  neareft  acceft  to  cbe  inmoft  powers 
of  our  fouls  before  we  arc  aware-;  we  arc  called  10 
guard*  and  engage  againft  all  ranks  and  orders  of  ma¬ 
licious*  fagacious*  deceitful*  powerful  and  diabolical 
fpirics*  even  agamft  the  mighty  princes  and  governors* 
that  have  a  fuperior  dominion  over  the  fallen  angels 
and  fallen  men*  and  have  all  the  legions  of  hell  at  their 
beck  to  practiCe  upon  human  nature*  and  execute  their 
horrid  -  and  mifehievous  defigrrs ;  we  are  called  to  enter 
the  lifts  againft  tbefe.  malignant  fpirits*  that,  like  a 
Hrong  man  armed*  {Luke  xi.  'll*)  have*  by  divine  per* 
million*  ereded  a  kingdom  of  darknefs*  taken  poflef- 
fion  of*  and  ufurped  an  empire  over  the'  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  blinded  tinners  of  this  world*  whofe 
thoughts  and  ways  are  works  of  darknefs,  {chap.  ii.  2*) 
and  wc  are  called  to  fight  again  ft  thofe  fpiritual  ene¬ 
mies*,  who  are  them  felt  es  mod  vilely  and  implacably 
wicked  ;  who  hover  about  ifi  the  air  very  near  us*  and 
all  around  us*  and  make  it  their  bufinels  to  prapagatC 
fpiritual  wickednefe*  fuch  as  unbelief*  pride*  idolatry* 
and  error*  relating  to  fpiritual  things  ;  and  malice, 
wrath*  and  envy*  which  refemble  their  own  wicked 
temper*  and  are  moft  immediately  fcated  in  men's 
fouls;  and  who  contend  with  us  about  the  fpiritual 
things  of  heaven  and  glory*  to  prevent  our  obtaining 
the  eternal  inheritance. 

1 1  Whwelbre*  j  j  Since  therefore  ye  have  fo  many  fubtle  and  power* 
vMentfEadur  or  ^  demies*  above  your  match*  to  contend  with*  fee 
God,  that 7e may  that  ye  be  armed  Gvp~a-pc*$  and  that  in  the  ftrength  of 
t>c  a  Me  to  with-  Chrift  ye  continually  handle  your  arms,  (fee  the  nore 
on  ver.  u.)and  make  a  proper  ufe  of  every  fpiritual 
dvncallioihnd!  weapon*  oftenfive.  and  defenlive*  which  God  bos  furnU 
fhsd  you  with*  that  ye  may  be  capable  of*  refitting  and 
overcoming  ail  rhefe  formidable  adverfaries*  in  every 
djy  of  trial  and  danger  from  this  evil ^ world*  and  from 
the  evil  one*  and  indeed  in  all  the  days  of  your  lives, 
which  arc  few  and  eviU  {Gen*  xlvii*  y.)  as  alfo  in  the 
day  of  death*  which  of  all  others  is  the  word  to  thofc* 

who 


NOTE. 

*  Spiritual  1 Pti\fdiirp  «  high  pheos  {t*  u VcUcr  in  If  avert  h  phea,  or  heavenly  thtegs ; 

iTffwtwfstc  not  to  dttlily  wi^iilrucij  bet  to 

mi :i)ti  he  mort  flrklly  anri  zr*mimn^W  run-  the  fritca  target**  «  oppofed  ta  fitfi  end  hhoi. 
&.tal  /tqrifasti  cf  ypUlitdtieji  m  ht<*  wultt'S} 


4<|3  The  Epifile  to  the  Ephesians  faraphrafed.  Ch.  ?i. 


14  Stand  there¬ 
fore,  having  jruur 
Joint  £?rt  abmit 
with  truth,  and 
haying  on  the 
brca  ft  -  plate  of 
rightcocjhdj ; 


who  are  not  in  good  cafe  to  meet  it;  and  that  when 
ye  have  gone  through  all  the  fatigues  of  your  con* 
fliQs,  acquitted  yourftrlves  as  good  foldiers  of  Jc- 
fus  Chrift,  and  fintfbed  your  warfare,  ye  may  flam!  as 
triumphant  conquerors,  through  him  that  has  loved 
you;  and  may  ftand  before  him  with  boldnefs  at  his 
coming.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xii.  36.) 

14  In  order  Therefore  to  .  your  obtaining  a  glorious 
victory  f,jf  andfafitn  the  Lord ,  (1  Their.  iii.  8.)j  if  and 
to  your  arms,  and  in  your  proper  ftations,  indefatiga- 
bly  and  inccflantly,  with  all  watchfulnefs  and  diligence, 
(1  Pet.  v.  8,  9.)  and  keep  your  {landing'  with  flkdfatl- 
nefs  in  the  field  of  battle  :  And  that  ye  may  not  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  your  enemies,  but  may  effectually  refill  and 
put  them  to  flight,  fee  that  no  part  of  your  fpi ritual 
armour  be  wanting  or  neglected.  If  ye  would  know 
what  are  its  feverai  parts,  which  ye  are  to  pm  on,  and 
take  to  yourfeives,  (ver,  11,  J3.)  and  how  to  ufc  them 
for  defeating  the  temptations  and  aflaults  of  the  devil 
and  his  agents,  obferve  the  following  particulars:  As 
foldiers  ufe  to  gird  themfelves  with  a  broad  belt  to  keep 
up  their  long  garments,  (fee  the  note  on  Luke  xii.  35.} 
and  buckle  them  and  the  feverai  parts  of  their  armour 
dofe  together,  as  alfo  to  fortify  their  loins,  that  they 
may  be  the  (lionger  and  litter  for  agility,  labour  and 
fatigne  in  war;  fo  encompafs  yourfelves  as  it  were  with 
fincerity  and  uprightnefs  of  heart,  and  with  truth  and 
honelly  of  converfatioD,  that  rightmtfneft  and 
fubieft  may  be  the  girdle  of  your  lotus,  (lfa.  si.  5.)  to  keep 
you  fteady,  refolutc,  and  aftive  in  every  fpiritual  en¬ 
counter.'*.  And  as  foldiers  have  their  breajl-platt  ro 
defend  the  heart,  and  other  vitals  of  the  body  again!! 

the 


NOTES. 


,  f  As  in  ftv  gfttrjl  vfn»t  fo  in  the  parti,  (landing  and  maintaining  nnr  pnand  is  thi 
cusar  deferipmn  of  tl*e  Chrift  iairis  armour,  f<U  of  during  the  encomuer. 

all  the  terms  are  of  a  m&tary  tfrrin,  in  allu*  *  By  truth  in  the  former,  and  rfekterfvfft 
fion  to  fitch  pieces  of  armour,  and  foch  wa*  id  the  latter  part  of  this  wfo,  fome  unde:- 
poos*  as  foldiers  were  wont  to  put  on,  or  Hand  the  Jofbiw  of  the  ypfpet*  and  the  - 
nuke  oft  of  in  war  for  (heir  own  defence,  UwpKfi  of  Cbrijl ;  Bin  ihefej  I  think,  zrc 
and  for  annoying  thrireotmtrt ;  But  (as  fome  rather  to  be  referred  to  other  pans  of  the  fpi- 
ltan  obfarred)  nnr  ts  no  innnur  tor  rliud  armour,  uhicb  arc  mem-foiicd  in  the 

which  may  intimate  that  we  fhnuld  riever  following  veriest  Tht  dotirae  of  the^qfpe\ 
tom  our  backs  to  o«r  ipiriiuri  enemies,  by  a  or  tht  word  of  truth*  fall?  in  w  ith,  cither  the 
cowardly  flight,  that  would  enpofc  us  to  gofpfl  of  peatey  or  ihf  Jvjord  of  the  Sfawt, 
danger;  bet  ihould  always  face  them  with  is  the  wtdof  Godt  ver*  15,  17*  ini 

holy  courage*  and  refift  them  ftedfiftly  in  Chrift’s  rjrhteoupitfst  whlcb  is  fo  important 
the  faith,  that  they  may  flee  from  ru,  lultead  and  neceflary  a  part  of  the  Chriftlan  armour, 
of  oar  fledng  from  t!irm  :  And  though  ihc  that  'without  a  humble  dependence  upon  it  Sy 
word  jtanJUihe  kau  here  and  in  the  dole  frith,  the  warfare  an  never  be  accepts 
the  lift  preceding  eerie;  yet,  1  appre-  and  unfuccefsf ally  managed  and  accomplices* 
bead,  *tls  to  be  omftdcrcd  in  a  dJflcrciu  re-  may  more  properly  beiongiorte  Meld  of  fait** 
fpuft,  u  that  relates  to  the  Handing  of  a  rat*  which  the  apoftk  fo  emphatically  (peaks  of, 
futrof  after  the  battle  is  over*  and  this  to  tct.  id.  as  fafEcfcnt  to  fuc&ch  ait  tie  fiery 
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the  mortal  wounds*  which  their  enemies  generally  aim 
at  making  io'tbofe  parts}  fo  labour,  by  the  afliftance  of 
the  Spirit,  to  live  io  the  daily  exercife  of  rtghteoujhefs 
and  true  boHmftt  (chap.  hr.  24.)  which  proceed  from 
faith  and  lore,  (.1  Thef.  v.  8.)  and  are -an  imitation  of 
onr  Lord  himfett,  who  put  on  righteeufaefs  at  a  brtajl- 
plate.  (Ifa-  In.  17.) 

«J  A«d  tot  15  Fartbertnore,us  fbldiers  are  wont  to  wear greaves 
$ braftt  (l  Sam.  xvii.  6.)  or  a  fort  of  ftrong  boots,  to 
thcgripcl  of  guard  their  feet  and  legs  againlt  briers  and  thorns,  traps 
P^cst  and  rnggedways,  (harp  fpikes  and  Hones,  that  are  laid 

by  the  enemy  to  retard  their  marches :  folet  the  whole 
of  your  walk  and  warfare  be  difengaged  from  worldly 
thoughts,  affc&ions,  and  purfuits,  that  would  binder 
you -in  your  Chriftian  courfej  and  be  full  of  holy  re- 
folutions,  by  divine  grace,  to  hold  on  your  way  thro* 
all  hardships  and  dangers,  that  ye  may  be  fortified 
gainlt  the  many  fnares  and  temptations  that  lye  in  -wait 
for  you ;  and  may  be  ready  and  prepared  for  every  en¬ 
counter,  by  a  proper  ufe  of  the  doQrine  of  the  gofpel, 
in  frequent  meditations  upon  it,  and  in  a  firm  belief, 
and  regular  profcfliqn,  and  improvement  of  it,  accor¬ 
ding  to  its  promifeSj  encouragements,  and  provifions ; 
and  according  to  its  great  defign  of  promoting  alt  man¬ 
ner  of  fpimual  prosperity,  which  is  included  in  the 
term  peace }  as  particularly,  peace  with  God  and  in 
your  own  fouls,  and  with  fellow  *Chriftians ;  yea,  at 
faros  inyovljes,  and  lawfully  maybe,  with  all  man* 
(Rom.  xii.  18.)  that  none  may -bun  or  difeompofe,  re¬ 
proach  or  embroil  you, 

1*  AWvt  slt,  But  efpecially,  as  fotdiers  have  their  Jbieldt , 
I?  fiuth/wherr-  which  they  can  turn  every  way  for  the  defence  of  one 
with  re  dull  be  or  another  part  of  the  body,  and  of  their  other  armour, 
’■I?1®*0  VjBcl,alr  that  may  be  moft  expofed  to  danger ;  and  forwarding 
tin  vlcZedf*  off  the  uiarp  and  poifonous  dam  and  arrows  of  the  e- 
nemy,  from  what  quarter  foever  they  are  thrown  f  ; 
lo,  as  the  fureft  defence  of  your  fouls  from  all  the  fierce 
attacks  of  Satan,  whether  in  a  way  of  accufation  for  fill, 

-  or  of  excitation  to  it;  and  as  a  fort  of  nniverfal  cover¬ 
ing 

NOTES. 

itrti  «/  tit  vicM.  (Set  CmutlPs  CbriGian  nxu  attwas  ufed  in  war,  and  which  iaflam- 
Siwvr.)  And  therefore,  to  beep  the  five*  cd  the  parts  that  wtic  wounded  with  them, 
h1  parts  of  ebla  rxnxMir  »4Uiaftu  pofliblc,  end  flew  fwiftly  and  feeretly,  like  darts  of  s 
I  take  truth  and  ritktotfatfi  here  to  Ggoiff  killing  nature,  before  men  were  aware :  And 
Jiutritj  end  btSiUj  §  i*  wart  and  £/V,  which  thcic  fiery  darts  of  tht  devil  feem  to  be  princS* 
are  fpoken.  of  u  fruit*  of  ctu  Spirit  chap*  pally  meant  «f  his  molt  horrid,  violent,  and. 
v.  o-  fudden  injections*  that  fHl  the  fovl  with  the 

f  As  the  tcooiqoqi  jerpoits  vert  called  mWft  diftreft*  aad  have  the  moft  dangerous 
fiery  ftrpenti)  Numb.  ixi.  d,  fo  ferj  dvt %  tendencies  and  effects,  when  they  aromdal- 
aftade  to  tbofv  jmifeaenj  dans*  which  barha*  ged  *n&  complied  with. 

VoL*  IVs  f  *  f 
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ing  to  the  whole  man,  and  to  alJ  the  other  parts  of  your 
Chriftian  armour ;  let  a  lively  exercife  of  faith  on  Chrifl, 
your  Jbieldf  (Pfal.  lxxxiv-  9.)  on  hii  blood  and  rigbre- 
oafnefe  for  pardon  and  juft  ideation,  and  all  needful 
fupplies  of  fireugth  and  fuccour,  (fee  the  note  on  ver. 
14*)  together  with  a  humble  and  firm  dependence  on 
the  power  and  grace  of  God  in  him,  as  a  ftiield,  (Gen. 
xt.  1.  and  Pfal.  v.  1 2.)  and  on  the  promifea  of  the  new 
covenant^  with  realizing  views.  of  itmfible  and  eternal 
things  $  let  this  be  your  fhield  ;  in  the  ufe  of  which  ye 
fiiall  be  cfFe£tually  enabled  to  refute  and  filence  every 
charge  of  guilt  which  your  grand  adverfary  wouliTfaft- 
en  upon  your  coolkiencea,  in  order  to  his  terrifying  and 
driving  you  into  defpair  (  and  by  holding  up  his  ihield 
of  faith,  ye  (hall  be  able  to  repel,  and  take  off  the  force 
of  all  his  attempts  to  furpme  and  hurry  you  into  hard 
and  blafphetnous  thoughts  of  God,  and  Chrift,  and  r re¬ 
ligion,  and  into  fudden  violent  emotions  to  wrath  and 
revenge,- «r  into  flelhly  lulls,  which  war  again (l  the 
foul,  or  into  any  other  fin.  Whatsoever  his  furious 
temptations  or  hidden  fuggeftions  may  be,  that,  like 
poifonous  darts,  penetrate  and  inflame  the  foul  with 
horror,  anguifh,  and  guilt,  wherever  they  ftrike;  all 
of  them  will  be  as  effe&ually  difarmed  of  their  force 
by  this  fhield,  as  fire  is  of  its  ftrength  when  it  is  quench* 
ed :  Tbis  will  make  you  a  match  for  all  the  aflaults  of 
that  malignant  evil  one,  the  devil,  whofe  nature  and 
defign  is  nothing  but  wickednefs ;  and  for  all  the  efforts 
of  this  prefent  evil  world  again  ft  you :  For  the  word  of 
Cod  abides  in  Jtrong  believers,  to  enable  them  to  over¬ 
came  the  -wicked  onet  and  this  it  the  victory  that  01 ter- 
t  And'  take  cmut  ^  our  faith.  (t  John  it.  14.  and  v.  4.) 

the  U<lm<t  or&|!  >7  And  as  warriors  have  their  helmets  to  fecure  tbeir 

ration,  end  the  heads  ;  fo  let  the  hope  of  eternal  life  and  fah/atiep,  (j 
f*wd  of  ihespi-  XheCT.  v*  8.)  be  as  an  helmet  to  guard  you  againft  fear 
wwd  of  Ood :  and  danger,  and  every  mortal  wound,  to  make  you  pa¬ 
tiently  endure  all  hardlbips,  and  to  fortify  you  again (l 
the  moft  furious  and  threatning  attacks  of  Satan  and 
alibis  confederates  t  And  as  valiant  faldiers  draw  their 
fwords  to  defend  thcmfelves,  and  cue  down  their  ene¬ 
mies  ;  to  hold  up,  in  the  band  of  faith,  the  promifes, 
tbreatnings,  and  commands,  and  every  other  part  at 
divine  revelation,  wbish  may  be  called  the  jword  of  the 
Spirit ,  as  it  is  a  fpiritual  weapon  of  warfare,  and  as  the 
Holy  Spirit  indited,  and  adapted  it  to -all. exigencies, 
and  enables  believers  to  confider,  underftand,  and  ap¬ 
ply  ir,  as  circumAances  require;  and  to  make  an  ef¬ 
fectual  improvement  of  it  for  their  own  fafety  and  com¬ 
fort. 
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fort,  and  (or  the  deftru&ion  and  confulion  of  -all  their 
foul’s  enemies,  who  can  no  more  with  (land  it,  when 
wcildcd  and  edged  by  faith,  than  the  tempter  could  the 
anfwets  of  the  Captain  of  bur  falvation,  which  be  in¬ 
troduced  with  an.  It  it  writ  tea.  (Mat.  iv„  4,  7, 10.) 
is  p n  *ob  #j.  And  as  the  war  ye  are  engaged  in  is  of  a  fpiritual 

ways  with- 6  all  nature,  and  all  jour  own  attempts  to  extreife  any 
p**y*f  ud  fop.  grace,  or  make  ule  of  any  means  for  refilling  and  over- 
'spirit|and  watch-  com'ng  lhe  enemies  of  your  fouls,  will  be  ineffectual, 
inf  ’  thereto,  t«  without  the  fpectal  aid  a  of  the  divine  Spirit ;  let  every 
with  ill  pcrftic-  conflid  be  attended  with  folemn,  Hated,  or  ejaculatory 
cathm *Bfor*>*di  Praycr»  >°  fbrts  °f  *arneft  addreffcs  to  God ;  fuch  as 
£lmu;  adorations,  thankfgivings,  and  confdhons,  humble  pe* 

cions  and  pleas  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  on  all  occaflons, 
in  public  and  private,  by  the  affiftaace  of  bis  Spirit,  and 
with  your  whole  beans,  for  all-  feafonable  help,  to  en¬ 
able  yon  to  make  a  proper  and  fpiritual  ufe  of  every  part 
of  your  Cbriftian-armour  to  the  belt  advantage,  for 
your  pwn  preservation,  and  the  vanquifhjng  of  lin, 
Satan,  and  the  world:  And  be  aJTiduoufly  careful  to 
maintain  a  praying  frame  of  fpirit,  and  to  watch  for  all 
convenient  (owns  for  prayer  j  as  alfo  to  watch  agaiuft 
the  dcGgns  and  methods  of  your  adversaries,  and  for 
all  opportunities'  and  affiftances  to  annoy  and  defeat 
them  i  and  to  watch  for  ait  influences  of  the  Spirit  in 
prayer,  and  for  all  anfwers  to  prayer j. and  fee  that  ye 
be  contain  and  unwearied  herein,  without  fainting, 
though  ye  may  not  receive  immediate  anfwers  of  peace: 
And,  like  perfons  of  a  public  fpirit,  be  importunate  in 
your  repeated  addreffcs  to  the  throne  of  grace,  wreftllng 
with  God,  by  humble'  faith,  to  avert  all  evils  from, 
and  confer  all  defirable  bleffings  upon,  not  only  yooi> 
delves,  but  ail  your  fellow* Chriftians,  the  beftot  which 
needs  your  prayers,  that  they,  as  well  as  yon,  may  keep 
their  ground  in  this  fpiritual  warfare,  and  may  be  pro- 
grdEve  in  light  and  grace,  comfort  and  holinefs,  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  confulion  of  the  devil  and  aU  his 
tnilrumcnts. 

«v  And  forme,  19  And  fince  my  prefect  trials  are  very  great,  and 

tbit  utterance  my  work,  for  which  Z,  a  poor  frail  finful  creature,  am 
tome,  tluTmar  ottcl^  insufficient  of  myfelf,  is  of  the  highefl  impor- 
open  my  mouth  tance  to  the  imere&qf  Chrilt  and  the  welfare  of  immnr- 
holdly,  to  make  tal  fouls  %  and  fince,  in  my  public  minifterial  chara&er, 
ey  I  am  attended  with  as  many,  or  more  difficulties  and 

temptations,  than  private  Chriftians  are  expofed  to,  I 
earneftly  beg  your  fclcmu  prayers  continually  forme, 
your  faithful  and  affe&ionaie  apoftle  and  friend,  that 
God  would  give  me  enlargement  from  myprefent  bonds, 
F  f  2  and 


m 


10  Icf  *hWi 
T  am  an  ambafla- 
«lor  in  hoods  i 
that  therein?  a  ty 
ipeak  bcUly,  t$  I 
wight  to  {peat* 


it  But  that  yt 
fllfr  May  Jtnop 
my  afT^n,  £*J 
how  I  do,  Tfdu- 
ciu*a  bdctfctf hro*, 
thcr,  and  faithful 
miatfkr  in  the 
Lord,  foil  make 
konwi)  to  you  all 
thing*; 


it  Whom  I 
hw  tent  unto 
you  for  the  lame 
purpofe,  that  ye 
might  know  our 
affair*,  and  that 
he 
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and  gractoufly  infpire  me  with  fuicable  matter,  and  give 
me'courage  and'  freedom  of  fpeech  in  bis  work,  that  I 
may  not  be  kept  under  reftraint,  nor  be- afraid  or  a  {bann¬ 
ed  to  preach  Chrift  before  bia  and  my  enemies ;  but 
may  have  opportunity -of  doing  it  openly,  and  may  (peak 
with  all  boldnefs,  plainnefs,  and  liberty  of  fpirit,  and 
without  partiality  or  referve,  in  publifhing  the  great 
dofitrineS  of  the  gofpel,  which  contain  the  unfearcbabile 
riches  of  Chrift}  and  in  afierting-the  glorious  privileges 
of  Gentile  believers,  which,  though  now  dearly  reveal¬ 
ed,  appears  to  be  a  ftrange  and  myfterious  thing  to  the 
Jews. 

20  For  the  preaching  of  this  bleflcd  gofpel,  I  am 
fent  by  the  lrf>rd  Jefua,  as  his  ambaffador,  to  negotiate 
the  great  affair  of  peace  between  God  and  franers}  and, 
for  my  faithfulnefs  and  zeal,  in  executing  the  truft 
which'  be  has  committed  to  me,  I  am,  at  this  very 
time,  aprifbner  in  chains  at  Rome,  (fee  the  note  on  jffls 
xii.  6.)  which  I  cheerfully  endure,  and  faint  net,  as 
knowing  whom  1  have  believe dt  (2  Tim.'i.  ia.)  and  that 
my  reward  is  with  him;  and  I  cameftly  intreat  the 
continuance  of  your  'prayers,'  that,  under  all  this  diffi¬ 
culty  and  confinement,  I  may  ftill  have  opportunity, 
and  be  animated  to  go  on  preaching  the  kingdom  of  GoJt 
and  teaching  thofe  things  that  concern  the  Lord  Jefm% 
with  alt  confidence ,  undauntedly,  freely  and  plainly, -ac¬ 
cording  to  the  duty  of  my- office,  and  -  the  fenfe  1  have 
of  jr,  without  molcftation  from 'any  one  whomfoever, 
(Ails  xxviii.  30,  3 1.) 

21  But  that  ye  may  the  better  know  bow  to  dire£t 
your  prayers  to  God  for  me,  I  have  not  only  given  you 
a’ hint  of  my  prefent  afflictive  fituation,  and  how  it  fares 
with  me,  in  rbis  letter,  which  I  convey  to  you  by  the 
hands  of  Tychicvs,  one  of  your  Afiatic  friends,  {A8s 
xx.  4.)  who  is  a  dear  brother  in  the  Lord,  beloved  of 
him,  and  of  myfclf  and  you,  and  is  ah  upright,  dili¬ 
gent  and  laborious  -fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  work 
of  the  miniftry ;  but  he  alfo  will  give  you  a  faithful  ac¬ 
count  at  large,  by  woid  of  mouth,  of  all  things  that 
relate  to  my  fufferings  and  comforts  under  them,  to 
the  treatment  1  meet  with  from  enemies  and  friends, 
and  to  my  own  behaviour,  and  the  fuccefs  of  what  1 
am  now  permitted  to  do  for  Chrift,  under  all  the  dif- 
advantages  and  reftraints  that  attend  me:1 

22  Though  it  would  have  been  a  great  pleafure  and 
advantage  to  me,  to  have  enjoyed  more  of  the  good 
company  of  this  beloved  and  faithful  brother  ;  yet, 
fuch  is  my  lore  to  you,  that  I  have  fo  far  denied  my- 

felf, 


Ch*  'vl* 

benight  a>&  fort 
your  hearth 


%  ;  Peace  if  t* 
the  brethren,  and 
lore  with  filth 
from  God  the  fa¬ 
ther,  and  the 
-LowIJcfittChrift, 


t4  Gvacc  if 
wtkh  di  then 
th*t  fore  onr 
Lord  Jdui  Chnft 
ia  ftnctritf*  A- 
iaoE.' 
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Celf,  aa  to  fiend  him  for  this  very  cod  and  purpoSe,  that 
ye  may  be  fiiliy  acquainted  bow  things  go  with  me  in 
my  confinement  j  and  particularly,  how  the  Lord  Rands 
by  me,  and  enables  me  to  bear  my  trials  with  patience, 
refigsarion  and  holy  fortitude 5  and  that,  by  teUiog  you 
bow  God  is  witb  me,  and  owns  me,  as  well  as  by  faia 
free  convctfarion,  and  preaching  the  gofpcl  to  you,  be 
otay  revive  your  fpirits,  which  are  apt  to  be  diftieaften- 
ed  and  call  down  at  my  aiftiflions  ;  and  may  encourage 
you,  from  my  example,  to  truft  in  the  Lcrd,  and  go 
on  in  hiagood  ways,  amidft  all  the  oppofiuon  ye  may 
meet  with  for  Cbrift  and  the  gofpeFG  fake, 

23  My  heart’s  defire  and  prayer  is,  that  peace  with 
God,  peace  in  your  own  minds,  and  peace  one  with 
another,  and  all  manner  of  ptorpertty^intbul  and  body, 
may  continue  and  abound  a  thong  the  holy  brethren 
and  members  of  the  church,  which  are  with  you,  whe¬ 
ther  they  be  minifters  or  private  ChrtfUansf  and  that, 
under  a  fcitfe  of  God’s  love  to  them,  their  hearts  may 
be  filled  with  the  moft  ardent  growing  alfeftion  to  htot 
and  one  another,  together  with,  and  aa  the  reliilt  of, 
tbe  moil  lively  exercifc  of  that  faith  which  works  by 
kwe.  May  all  this  happinefs,  and  both  tbefe  excellent 
cardinal  graces  of  the  Spirit,  which  lead  on  to  all  the 
left,  flourilh  and  increafe  in  their  fouls,  by  fpecial  and 
continued  influence  from  God  the  Father,  wbo,  in  the 
cecooomy  of  fal  ration,  is  the  original  fountain  of  all 
the  bleflings  of  the  new  covenant 5  and  from  our  dear 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chnft,  who  is  the  great  and 
only  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  and,  in  that 
quality,  is  tbe  purebafer  and  difpenfer  of  all  the  good 
things  we  bave  and  hope  for,  relating  to  this  world, 
and  that  which  is  to  come  1 

-  24  May- the  free  love  and  favour  of  drift,  and  of 
God  in  him,  and  all  its  blefled  fruits  and  effeQs,  efpe- 
cially  in  all  feafonable  difeoveries,  communications  and 
a  fE  fiancee,  to  the  producing  of  firing  and  lively  extr- 
eifes  of  every  grace,  be  richly  extended  both  to  thofe  at 
EphefuS)  and  to  all  in  every  place,  who  defire,  efteem 
and  delight  in  our  only  and  complete  Saviour,  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chnft,  £r»  heartily  and  unfejgncdly,  ac* 

cording  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpdj  without  corrupting 
the  do&rine  of  falvation  alone  by  him,  which  is  tha 
main  fubjed  of  this  epifUe;  and  without  mixture  of  an 
inordinate  love  to  this  p refen t  world,  or  of  any  corrupt 
affection  whatfoever*  and  that  with  continuance,  till 
it  (hall  be  perfected  in  a  glorious  immortality  I  with 
fine  ere  defire  and  a  ffu  red  hope  of  their  beingthus  abun¬ 
dantly  bldled  by  the  God  of  all  grace,  Hay,  Amen, 

RkCOL. 
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RECOLLECTIONS, 

B ow  clearly  does  the  Cbriltian  religion  date  and  enforce  relative  duties  I  -  Ac- 
Wording  to  its  deflates,  children  fhould  honour  and  obey  their  parents  in  all  law¬ 
ful  things*  as  ever  they  would  approve  themfolves  to  the  Lord,  and  have  his  buf¬ 
fing  upon  them :  Parents  fboold  Andy  to  allure,  and  not  difcouragejlheir  chil¬ 
dren*  nor  irritate  their  angry  paflions  by  fevere  ufage  $  amt  thould  train  them  up 
in  the  good  ways  of  God :  Servants  fhould  make  couftntDce  of  obeying  the  juft 
orders  of  their  matters*  whether  under  their  eye  or  sot*  with  fiocerity,  cheeiful- 
iic by  and  fidelity*  from  a  principle  of  faith  in  Cbrift,  and  in  obedience  to  the  will 
of  God,  for  fear  of  offending  him,  and  them*  and  in  hope  of  a  gracious  reward 
at  the  day  of  judgment :  And  mafter^foould  treat  their  fervanti  with  equity  and 
good  temper,  as  knowing  that  they  alfo  have  a  greater  Mailer  in  heaven,  md  that 
there  it  no  rcfpc<3  of  oerfons  with  bimj— How  many  are  the  trials  of  all  Chri- 
ftnm,  wbatfoever  their  ftations  be  in  this  world  !  But  how  complete  is  the  fpi- 
ritual  armour  that  God  has  fumifhed  them  with  1  They,  in  the  ftrength  of  the 
Lord*  and  to  the  power  of  bis  might,  may  withftand  aU  the  ftntagems  and  af- 
fiotta  of  Satan,  and  bis  inUrumcuts*  in  every  evil  day ;  and  may  ftand  their 
ground,  till  they  |et  through  all  their  troubles  and  dangers,  and  ftaod  complete 
conquerors  and  triumpher*  in  heaven.  Of  what  excellent'  advantage  in  this  holy 
warfare,  are  fmcerity  and  uprightnefs,  and  as  cxerrife  of  righteoofnefs  and  true 
batfoeG* !  And  of  what  high  importance  arc  faith  in  (Thrift,  and  his  rigbtcodfnefs, 
and  a  good  hope  of  eternal  ftlvatioo,  together  with  a  due  ufe  of  the  holy  ferip- 
tures,  and  daily  prayer !  Thefe  will  be  unto  os  Inftead  of  a  military  belt,  breaft- 
plate*  and  greaves,  and  of  a  foldd,  helmet,  and  fword,  for  defending  magaind, 
and  repelling  the  Aery  darts  of  the  devil;  and  the  moft  Furious  attacks  of  all 
the  enemies  of  our  fouls.  How  fhould  thefe  thoughts  animate  us  with  holy 
vigour  and  bravery  againft  all  the  forces  of  bell  and  earth,  in  humble  confidence, 
that,  by  the  ufe  of  thefe  means,  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  withfUnd  and  overcome 
them ! —How  extenfive  ought  our  prayers  to  be  for  every  good  thing,  not  only 
for  ourfefro,  but  for  all  faints,  and  for  all  the  miniftera  of  the  gofyet,  that  are 
faithful  and  beloved ;  and  efpcrially  for  fucb  as  fuffer  persecution  for  Chrlt^s  fake, 
that  their  opportunities,  courage,  and  faitbfuteeft,  may  not  fail ;  but  that  they 
may  goon  to  declare  (he  tnoompreheoftble  truths  of  the  gofjpel  with  all  freedom, 
hoTdnefa,  and  ptaitmefs,  as  they  ought,  without  reftraint  or  referred  And  how 
concerned  fhould  we  be,  that  peace,  with  faith  and  love,  may  abound  to  all  the 
faints,  from  God  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefut  Cbrift ;  and  that  the  free  favour 
of  God,  through  him,  may  be  extended,  in  all  its  rich  variety  of  manifdUtions, 
fruits  and  effects,  to  every  one  who  ftneerdy  loves  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  1  We 
Should  be  ready  to  teftify  our  earned  define  and  hope  of,  this,  by  faying,  H  Amen* 
?*  ibbe  it,”  and  44  lb  it  ihall  be/’ 
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THE 


GENERAL 


PREFACE 

T  O  T  H  E 

FIFTH  and  SIXTH  VOLUMES. 
Containing  Paul’s  Epistles  to  the 


Philippian**  Colossians, The5sai.onians,Timotht,Titus, 
Philemon,  and  the  Hebrews.  The  General  Epifttes  of  James* 
Peter*  John*  and  Jude;  and  the  Revelation  of  St  John  the 
Divine. 


IT  is  with  mender,  blefftng  and  prai/e,  that  1  humify  adore  the  God 
of  providence  and  grace  far  his  prefervation  and  affiances  unto 
the  finijhing  of  my  dejign  on  the  New  Tf lament  >  efpecialfy  when  l  re~ 
fled,  that  feveral  much  more  eminent  fervants  of  the  Olejfcd  Jefits ,  and 
left  advanced  in  years,  have  been  cut  off  in  the  midft  of  their  labours  iff 
this  kind.  And  [gratefully  acknowledge  the  obligations  my  Chrifiiatt 
friends  and  brethren  have  heaped  upon  me,  by  tfvir  candid  acceptance 
of  the  former  volumes*  and  repeated  defiret  to  fee  the  Work  c  ample  at  ed  m 
two  more  ,•  and  by  their  generous  encouragement  to  them,  when  they  were 
advertifed,  as  going  to  the prefs,  though  no  propofals  were  publijbed for 
a  fubfeription, 

THERE  needs,  J  think ,  no  further  prefatory  addition*  than  to  rffer 
ixy  readers  to  what  has  been  prefixed  to  the  other  volumes ;  and  impor¬ 
tunately  to  folicit  their  eamefi  prayers,  that  the  God  of  all  grace,  through 
the  aiming  blood  of  the  dear  Redeemer *  would  abundantly  pardon  the  ma¬ 
ny  imperfections  which  I  am  fenfibte  attend  thefe  poor  performances  ; 
and  that  he  would follow  the  whole  with  a  f pedal  hUffing,  for  rendering 
it  fubfervient  to  the  glorious  cavfe  of  evangelical  truth,  and  holinefs,  and 
Chriftian  charity',  for  leading  fossu  ignorant,  irreligious,  and  erroneomt 
fouls  into  the  only  true  way  of  falvation  according  to  the  gofpel j  and for 
helping  them  and  others  onward  therein  to  eternal  life ,  that  God  in  alt 
things  may  be  glorified  through  JeJus  Ghrifi, 


THESE,  I  humbly  trvft,  have  been  and  are  my  governing  aims  in 
VoL  v.  a  this. 
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this,  and  aU  my  other  mimjlerial fervices ;  and  if  the/e,  through  divine 
influence,  may  in  any  meafure  be  attained,  f  therein  do  and  -will  rejoice 
and  aferibe  the  entire  glory  of  aU  to  the  God  of  my  life,  mercies,  and  hopes  i 
This  “wilt  give  me  the  noblejl  fatisfafficn,  and  maintain  the  peace  of  my 
own  mind,  whatever  cenfures ,  fc optical,  preplans,  or  fevere  critics 
may  pafs  upon  the  prefent  attempt ,  or  upon  its  Author,  who  counts  it 
his  honour  to  he  a  Jtncere  lover  of  the  doSlrines  if  grace,  and  of  pure 
and  vndefiled  religion ,  and  immortal  fouls,  though  a  very  unworthy  fer* 
vant  of  Jefus  Chrsjl, 


Ioodou,  September  39, 

1752. 


JOHN  GUTSE- 


THE 


THE 


CONTENTS  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  PHILIPPI ANi, 

Chip.  L  And  he  affatts  them  of  bis  dcfitt*  tope  and 

THF  afrtjlk  Paul  InfcrlUt  lhi\  epifite  fa  the  purpffeet  making  them  a  %ijU  t  and,  la  the 

church  and  iJj  officers  at  Philippi,  in  the  mean  wbiU,  of  fending  fa  them  Timothy  and 

falutotvon  of  inborn  Tmcthv  joins  vtiib  him*  Epophroditus*  both  of  which  he  recommends 

vtr .  rf  i*  Offitrs  up  ihonkfgirings  and  pray-  to  their  kind  and  honourable  regards*  ip,-— 

ers  to  God  for  them,  on  account  of  the  good  30*  p*  *j,  14* 

v*0ik  of  grace*  -winch  be  vws  fiiUfici  would  C  M  A  p.  HI* 

he  ptrjcRedy  at  in  the  judgment  of  charity  The  epeftlc  orations  the  Pbffifpia*S  ogrinft  J»- 
ani  jervoar  of  bit  love,  he  toped  tm  coster*  tbizwgfitlfe  teachers*  vtiom  he  deferibe s*  ai 

uifljf  them  ali*  1, — ?*  Ue  exprejfts  bis  of*  he  alfi  don  true  Cbrifliant  in  oppofithn  fa 

f  ctfiott  to  thm>  and  fours  out  an  excellent  them*  i* — 3-  Kecdtt  Ins  own  farmer  per* 

prayer  fir  them*  t, —  rx.  Fortifies  them  a*  viUgts*  and  renounces  all  tbefi  for  Cmiflt 

g&nfi  drjiBina  at  bis  fafermgr*  which  turned  4,*— -8.  Etprejfas  his  ***** jf  defire  to  bt 

fa  good  uccmd*  in  exciting  others  to  preach  found  in  him*  and  Ms  fttffing  on  toward  per- 

Chrift,  13. — 10*  7 '*//#  them  that  be  food  ft&ion*  p,— *H*  And  recommends  Ms  <rum 

prepared  fir  glorifying  Chrifi  by  life *  or  death*  example  in  the  imitation  of  other  hfievers*  in 

1 1 , — ±6*  And  exhorts  them  to  all  bofy  con*  oppofttm  to  the  behaviour  of  tonal profeffafs* 

vetfitkn*  zeal  and wujhzney  U  the  proftffion  ij, — it,  p.  4J. 

of  the  gefpet*  ncivtithfianding  nil  the  oppoft*  C  HU,  IVi 

tint  of  their  ndv&feriest  17, — 30*  p.  1.  The  apoftle  moft  afeftiaa/tuty  exhorts  the  1*11* 

lip  fans  to  fiend  fafi  in  the  Lord,  1,  Gives 
Chap.  IL  dUrtHinis  to  fame  particular  fiffans  among 

The  ofofile  exhorts  the  PbUippiani  to  a  harm*-  them*  and  to  them  ait  in  general* 

m'-nt,  Hndt  and  bura&teffril  and  hehavkur*  Exprtjfci  bis  mat  fatisfafifonin  the  faff  If 

hf  various  moving  arguments*  and  partita*  they  bad  finlMm*  and  bis  own  contentment 

brU  by  the  example  of  Chrifi*  1,— 1  t*  To  in  every  eonAAon  of  fife *  adding  a  dtixotogy 

in  toe  aftirt  of  iMir  fat  tw  iron*  in  to  Goa  the  Fat  be r,  iOj— jo»  SatuiCf  tbeni+ 

cwfidera/ka  of  God's  sorting  in  them*  xi,  and  fends  thejalutaA&as  of  others*  and  cfojcs 

j  y  To  he  exemplary  cud  infinitive  to  the  all  with  bis  ujuat  benedidhstj  3i» — 13.  p. 

wirld*  and  a  comfort  to  himfiffa  I4>—  iB*  3J* 


The  Contents  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  CO  LOS  S  IANS . 

Chap*  I*  their  head*  Chrift*  i8>  ijf.  And  agasnft  It* 

THE  apofite  mPdA  falutes  the  Cokfiians*  1,  gat  ordinances  and  human  Hfatntkns*  that 

i*  bkjfci  God  fir  their  fjitbt  lave*  and  arc  of  no  advantage  for  fpiritnal  pvrftfit* 

hope*  which  Efaphrat  had  reported  fa  Mm*  %o* — xy  p*  jy# 

3,-3,  Prays  fir  their  frmifafatfi  in  fpf  C  K  A  P*  |H4 

ritual  knowledge*  9, — 1 3 .  Gives  a  mttg  ni-  The  afsfile  exhorts  the  Colojfians  t>  Jr  beovtuh- 
firtit  view  of  thrift f  and  of  his  grace  to  j nndedt  as  tbofe  that  arc  rifen  vntb  Cbrijtf 

Inerts,  to  engage  their  adherence  fa  bins,  14, —  j , — 4*  To  mortify  oil  corrupt  ofeSiotu*  os 

13.  And  fits  m  Ms  own  iharrJUr*  ns  the  thfi  that  drerwrVfd  after  tbtvnage  of  Gody 

GppfilcofibeGentikSi  14,— P-  45-  5, — >1*  to  cultivate  mutual  love*  forbear* 

ante  and  furgivenefi*  with  other  evangetieA 
Chap.  IK  .  graces*  tit— it-  and  fa  praBifetbe  reta- 

The  apofile  expr tjftt  his  Uvt  fa*  aad joy  in  be-  tire  duties  of  wives  and  hnjbauis*  cMlfircn* 
liewrs,  ’Hftom  be  bad  never  fee m*  and  trtftp-  aadfiruoiUs*  *8,— fcf*  <8- 

rages  their  oytitiuuiag  fa  walk  ie  Ghrtfi*  i*—* 

7*  O  tions  them  againft  the  trnrs  of  hr*~  C  H  A  r,  TT. 

then  phituf*fhy%  agm/ft  tbt  vanity  of  Jewifh  The  afrftk  extorts  mnfim  fa  it  that  duty  to- 
tr/nfy;ti£%r  aiut  again ft  au  yhfenxtt'x  of  Mo-  1 v.*rd  fyvjtufa*  f  -  Recommends  fa  f  **/**$ 

file  rites*  which  had  hen  completely  jntfiltrd  of  ail  rat,te  the  general  duties  of  perfeveraue 

its  Chifi*  fayotid  what  they  nufd  hpe  fa  fi:d  to  prayer*  uud  CbrijUan  prudence  u  bebovto 

e  few  here*  8, — 17.  Agdhfl  wirfiipfistg  cxr  end  Jbetcb,  %* — tf.  Refers  them  fa  Tf- 

qfnsgeitt  as  that  tpcrGy  in  rjTtt?,  rei:& *&>%  dtixs  j  ml  Ouefimuj,  far  on  ueesunt  *f  the 

a  t  ftoie 


VIII 
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ft 

fiafcofhh  affairs,  71— SenAs  fafttfatbat  a*dt  adding  a  charge  to  Art  hip  par,  concludes 
from  feveral  h  namt,  together  -with  his  own;  with bitwfuai bene£ ffwi,  io,— 1 8.  p.  7fl ,  T JN 


The  C  o  w  t  e  n  t  s  of  the  Firft  Epiftle  to  the  Th  e  ss  a  l  oh  i  a  ns. 


Chap*  I. 

HE  apofi,c  fainter  th* 'butch  at  Thcff\- 
l.uct,  and  bUjft*  Gcd  fir  them,  in  re- 
fieSiw  m  ihttr  J&tht  kvfi  and  patience  t  as 
evident  tokens  of  tbrir  f.'eflwi,  which  wi 
wuwiftfiod  in  the  efikacoas  manner  -with 
ivH\  h  the  g’fpet  came  to  them,  !  t — j.  And 
defiribes  in  pswnrfit,  ttempUry,  ana  fimotts 
tjeds  vpzn  their  hearts  and  hvtst  6, — io. 

P-  8?* 

Chat*  H, 

The  apefi U>  h  enrot rage  tleir  progrefs  in  faith 
and  bolinefi,  tenth erfs  them  of  we  manner  of 
bit  preaching  find  behaviour  a/n*f>g  tbcm^ 
I. — ii.  And  of  their  receiving  ike  j fofpeft 
£4  the  u:^r d  of  God,  nt inch  effebaaity  worked 
m  Mfw,  1 3»— ( tf  -  And  njfiret  in  cm  of  bh 
Jsjt  on  thnr  atnant,  end  bis  defire  of  coming 
ft  them  again t  17, — 10,  p.  p*. 

Chap,  W. 

We  apojlle  gives  fiiU  further  proof  of  bii  great 
ejfetHazt  to  them,  «  bis  having  font  Ti  met  by 
fa  efiahiifi  and  cwvfirt  tbemy  in 

bts  rejoicing  *t  the  gnd  tidings  of  ibtir  faith 
akd  love,  p*  And  ijx  kt\  frafirg  jar  aa 


opportunity  of  returning  to  them*  and  fir 
their  perfc  iterance  cad  inert  aft  in  grace ,  nil 
tbefeand  cowing  of  Cbrifi,  10, — 13-  p*  fp- 

CHiP.  IV, 

The  aptfile  CjfwrU  the  Tbejfiihmiaus  to  ebafiity 
ana  Utinefs  in  their  lives,  1, — 8,  To  bro¬ 
ther!  g  hve,  a  peaceable  bchosAour  and  dils- 
genet  h  their fitniar  tailings^  p, —  it-  And 
to  moderate  their  grief  fir  the  de^th  ofi godly 
relations,  and  friend t,  in  eonfidcration  of  the 
glcriws  rcfirrtttitw  of  their  bodies  at  Chrijf's 
fuond  coming  i  from  winch  tim  forwards f 
all  the  fiunt$7  that  may  then  he  dead)  at  li¬ 
ving  upon  the  earthy  fialt  be  ever  with  tht 
Lord,  13* — 18,  *103,104. 

C  H  A  p,  V. 

The  opt  file  exhorts  the  Tbefafauvn  to  he  al¬ 
ways  ready  fir  the  coming  of  Chrifi  to  yttdg- 
meat)  winch  will  be  with  fiddennefi  aid  fir * 
prifit  Rhf  a  thief  in  the  nightt  **— : %  1.  Di¬ 
rects  them  to  feverat  particular  duties  in  ibeir 
relative  and  perfifftl  capacities,  J»,— >it* 
And  concludes  bis  epifile  with  prayer,  fain* 
tatioas  and  a  bentdifUott,  1 3, — iS »  p>  IM* 


The  C  o  n  t  £  a  t  s  of  the  Second  Epiftle  to  the  T  H  E  3  s  a  L  o  N  r  a  n  s. 


C  n  a  p*  L 

HE  apafttr  fifvta  the  church  At  Thffalo- 
nka,  JT  i*  Blrjfis  Gvd  fir  she  granting 
jiate  of  ihtir  love  and  patience r  3,  4.  And 
encourages  them  to  perfivtre  threw  under  ail 
their fifierwgi  fir  Chtifit  in  ewfidtro/hn  of 
Ati  c&xing  at  the  great  day  of  ascot?; tt  to  exe¬ 
cute  righteous  judgment  upez  his  and  their  eve* 
■mkSt  and  to  he  glorified  in  their  o~v Jt  cOm- 
plitcfihfatiod,  voiVA  the  apojile  hoped  and 
prayed  fir  aa  their  btMfi  $t — j*.  p 

Chap.  JL 

The  apoftU  cautions  the  ThefthloniAns  agaUfl  an 
erroneous  notion t  as  tito*  the  ittae  of  C drift's 
tearing  to  the Jiaal  judgment  wet  ejufi  at  band, 
I,  t.  Affires  them  that  there  would  fir  ft  be 
a  general  apofiaej  from  she  fiilh,  md  a  re - 
tea  Hug  of  the  asJiehrtfiunt  man  -a  bom 


he  drfirtbrs  by  his  rtfi,  reign,  and  rarn,  ard 
fiitws  the  jufi  defirafUtn  that  would  came  u* 
pan  bit  infatuated  fibjefisy  that  had  plea  fare 
in  uprighuoufnifit  3,-^1*.  Butble/fei  God 
fir  ibe  fiturify  of  the  T ccfiknlaui  f  rr)  w  apo- 
Jtacjj  by  virtue  of  their  eurnai  eltfHsrt,  and 
efcHuat  calling,  and  thereupon  r* peats  his 
exhortation  to  ftcdfifiaefr,  and  prays  fir  the  iff, 
13,^17^  P-  JiJ- 

C  h  A  p.  TH, 

The  ajwftle  defires  prayer  fir  bimftlf  and  h'  \ 
fellow* labourers',  txpreffei  confidence  in 
the  Theffikma^t)  and  prayt  fir  thtmt  i,— - 
5.  Charges  them  la  withdraw  from  diftrder- 
iy  waiters,  and  particularly  jrvm  tfafi  shat 
were  lazy,  and  itfi-bfjdre i,  eomrary  to  bis 
example  and  command,  6,-13.  And  con- 
t lades  with  a  prayer  for  them,  and  wilt  afi- 
fuSatioR  mid  btueditlhsi)  i6?—i 8*  p.  133. 


The  Co  k  ten  T9  of  the  Firft  Epi/lle  to  T  /  MOTHT. 

C  ir  4  r,  I*  ^  him  of  fir  charge  In  b#J  gire/s  him  at  Ephe * 

TnE  apofiU  affirls  bh  ofjiei  a  of  divine  fis,  i, — 4,  Of  bh  end  tier  tin,  a id  pf  the 
tttfbotiiy ;  falules  Timothy  i  *ud  ranmds  defign  of  the  Mofik  U iw}  jt — iu  Of  foo p=ij 
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^nverfion,  and  call  to  the  ap6jlhfiupy 

I  f .  jJb J  0/  J0  nftmfiirl 

faith  and  a  good  coafiicaee,  which  Hymeueus 
W  PWftoi  W^wi  fiuw* /nw  them*  iS, — 
*□.  ’  P-  M3- 

Chap-  n* 

.ipijlh  orders  prayers  to  if  mWf,  every 
Vt;'crc*  far  all  f sr«  </  pr^/vAT* 

(irr  w*/(  as  others,  fi/ite  ihc 

>ff  sfiie  **fpehr  *Q  difference  of  ranks 

*w  n.f/i'j'jr,  1  *, — B.  Atfjfcif’f  r:a^ 

{0  kid w  ifl  flw/ *«t d ecbgtoo$!ifit  9 1 — 
ij.  P*  *$*♦ 

c  h  a  p.  nr. 

Yhc  -i y*fh  dcferitci  what  ought  to  Iv*  the  ft- 
fc'itiivs  xndhthaviwef  gcfptl  bifi*p$,  I, — 
7,  And  0/  .-/fttrstfJ  ffwi  /irrr  nfnjffj  B, — 

1  j,  vfjd  giws  *  ftafinof  h:s  writ* 

ie*  fi  particularly  h  Ai«  al$vt  tbefiy  and  0- 
tiizr  ci>*rch-jf*3in,  far  dirriu*g  *i  s  pu?n  ent- 
du3t  at  so  evongelift,  14,— itf*  p.  >jB  + 

C  w  a  p»  nr, 

a^jffr  irt/brjm  TVmttfirj,  Jjy  the  ffiril  of 
frtphtcy,  of  departures  from  tht  faith  in  vs* 
rxu J  irtfanecs,  thi  bcgvn  already  1 9  itppft&j 
a^d  would  \ffie  rir  the  grand  apylacy  oj  <tfi 
ter-tlnrti,  I, — 5,  -'W,  With  reference 

thereuntc,  gives  himfiveral  drdfwvij  with 
firtable  mii-vts  to  enfme  /Juvn*  for  a  due 
difibarge  of  the  duties  Jfihis  office, 

p-  tCs* 


C  r  /  p-  V. 

The  spftU  gives  orders  j bn*  to  behave  sewardr 
elder,  and  younger  wen  and  w$mta,  J,  2- 
And  toward  poor  -  :;&%?*,  3* — 3.  Defer :ber 
the  druScrs  of  fix  h  widow /,  ns  are,  zr  are 
j &t,  proper  to  be  wairttetined  by  the  church, 
and  t  ike*  into  its  fervke,  9*—  i6. 
the  nfpeft  ihtii  is  tv  be  pend  fo  thvfe  (lot  are 
elders  by  office ,  Jj7 — 19.  B»l  cLjtrgtS  Ti- 
mf)t  by  to  take  due  core  in  rebuking  oftcudcn 
of  all  rotihs  cud  ft  at  fates,  in  trdsinhtg  mini* 
fterst  oed  in  vjwgficb  moderate  refrtfcwentt+ 
as  were  nerqury  fir  his  own  wc^k  fate  of 
l*Jth3  ao,— 15,  p.  *71,  17  s* 

Chat,  71. 

The  op&pie  lays  down  the  duty  of  Chrifiiatts  to- 
iF.ird  fo&evwgy  os  well  os  other  tatr/lcrs, 
whhb  Tim-'l+y  cught  to  inf  ft  upony  with  a 
Jevtn  reproof  to  Judaizcn  that  taught  ether- 
wife,  it — Shews  the  advantage 
fi vets  -wiih  content ment i  at id  the  danger  of 
covetous  purfuits  after  rkhc^  6, — 10,  £H- 
ttds  Timothy  to  et  contrary  enafe,  it,  it. 
Vivas  him  a  fiknm  charge  to  btbai'c  fahh- 
fully  in  a  per  fevering  attention  to  bis  erde rst 
and  in  admorJfiing  the  rid'  nu  to  trap  in 
their  riches,  but  in  the  timag  God*  and  to 
improve  his  bounties  to  ihefajt  purpofes ;  and 
repents  bh  charge  with  firne  cnfargetmtf 
ckfinv  all  with  a  fieri.  Inti  wmptehenjrvtlt* 
*edi8ieny  13, — ax,  p,  iBi,  1$** 


The  Contents  of  the  Second  Epiftle  to  7 IM  QTHT. 


Chap.  T. 

I>AUL  ajfirts  his  apofiolic  folates 

Timothy t  And  exprtffci  h:S  g rtM  tt  feiiioji 
in  rent mbranee  of  &s  fyntpat  f*;kg 
tears  aud  u£f\ eigne d filth t  I, — j,  Extorts 
him  *9  a  dtbgen t  improve ^ent  of  bis  fpirliual 
without  fear  or  fiutjnct  cn  account  o  f 
'to firings  fir  Ckrift,  wfo  has  brerght  life  and 
i  wiKertafsty  to  light  by  the  $of}e!fy  and  to 
i  kd  fsfi  that  hUffid  Mrine,  which  was 
r.  :■}  t!ed  to  him,  6, — 14.  And  tdls  ttim 

xf  muty  that  had  hefcly  diferted  him ;  but 
fpeah  with  tffBDJrr  and aficftim  of  OsefiphtrVf, 
fir  his  ksuditffi  to  him,  p*  ijt, 

'Chap.  II. 

Th  etpoftle  JireRs  Timothy  to  the  grace ^  that 

is  itt  Carijly  fir  all  fpldfati  the ngth,  T. 
Exhorts  h:*\  to  take  tare  i  bat  there  be  afis- 
ttjfwn  ef  faithful  mhiifiers^  and  to  ptrfevrre 
in  b;s  ovm  work,  with  conjtatxy  and  dotigeme*, 
like  a  filditTy  a  combatant*  and  a  kuJhu/J- 
priii^  c*e waging  him  hcresnja  lj  his  own 
ex*mpfty  and  iffirances  of  a  happy  {{fae  of  bis 
filthfal tiffs,  Advifes  him  to  patted 

jg*hft  Ji rtvbig  ehvt  ai  if  raft  title  and  pemi- 


(skis  M'trdS'  and  fc  ftudy  to  apprise  him  faff 
to  Gad,  ‘srttftiiKg  him  to  fiv a  1 vfit  tab IBftgS 
and  dp  '.geroiis  ertors,  thus  eat  like  a  <c\  ke^ 
as  the  iafranees  of  llj^erefTt  arM  Pbthivi' 
and  comforts  him  with  the  thought,  tkui 

tiiserilcfaj i  the  fiur.dati4it  of  Gyd  fi  rrdt 
fire,  14,-19.  7 ells  Mm  that  fiveralfirrs 

if  prefejfivs  an  to  be  e.ipeHed  U  the  churchy 
as  varies  fir  Is  of  vejleh  i,rc  ufid  \a  a  gre-'t 
honk*  io*  21.  sl*;d  charges  hh-  to  fee 
ywtkjrtl  frith)  and  io  manege  the  whole  +f 
lh  esnvcri-jibn,  vihAftry,  and  zeA  agaUiU 
tmr^  with  a  becoming  m  ek»efi  of ff  r't,  i; s 
ts:oJ?  iikefy  t*  It  fietfsfil*  — 1$.  r*  *^9- 

Chat.  TIT. 

The  sPoftk  foretells  the  rfe  tf  darker ius  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  truth  and  hoUticfs  of  iU  yfp?K 
r ,  *--9 ,  h*ropo  -  f  r  l is  o*u  z  tx  awpfc  fir  7  i- 

tuoilfs  imitations  i/r  opPift-on  to  then\ 
And  exhorts  bun  to  perfft  In  the 
d$iri%e i  he  bad  lean:ed  f  out  Ei audfra^t 
the  hh  firiphw,  which  ii>  e  of  d  v*i<e  inf* 
runs*}'  a-jd  a  ery  ^‘s:  f  firtlc  trrl iV  f 

*+>—  nf  "  "  p, 
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Cha  p.  tv* 

The  afojUt  mafi  fiknuUy  charges  Ttmcih  ft  be 

diligent  in  bis  ?*bwji  trhd  \ vorkt  iheugh  many 

'wilti&l  emit* re  found  chfbriue,  — $.  £/f- 
forers  the  cktrgejrm  a  cttjiderslhx  of  his 

O^ffi  approaching  martyrdom,  urbicb  muld 

b.r&c  a  gkrie*s  rjptty  8i  Diftrti  him  to 
w*ue  fpecdily  to  h*nt  &nd  briug  Marl  and 


certain  meutioxed  thir  ds  dong  with  him,  9,— 
1 3.  CwtiOta  him  ugdyfi  Alexander  the  cop¬ 
per  faith,  m vd  compld-As  of foth  as  bad  at - 
fir  fad  bint}  hut  prays  fir  the ur,  and  erf  r Aprs 
hss  fistii  ns  ft  his  mw  preforvctloji  H>  Vh  tec* 
venly  k'iigd&itiy  14,— (8*  fad  cQRiUtdcs 
unto  f.iviiiiitiis  and  his  ufttal  beuedddha^ 

ip, — ti,  p.  aid. 


The  Contexts  of  the  EpiiUe  to  T  ITU S+ 


c  H  A  ?,  i> 

HKt  apefile  ajfcrts  bis  eharaHer*  filwits 
Gius,  find  re  fit:  tids  him  of  IN  wirk  for 
•ufltleh  he  Li  A  fa* :  bin  cl  Crete,  i  s> 
Jlruwi  onl  the  ga-iilfkitfoiss  of  a  faith  fit  pufo 
lor.  6, — And  dt ft  sirs  the  evil  unto  pet 
a  ad  pr/tfities  efjitdaizfogftijs  feathers,  that 
os:gU  W  be  fated,  is,— n£,  |»*  **j* 

Cmr-  n, 

5  be  fjpojUe  directs  Til  us  ft  mettle  ate  fuels  dalles 
upon  icunger  a  a  A  older  Ct  rijfar.is  ,  at  are  la* 
wntiig  fand  doe  trim,  and  to  be  exemplary 
ttt  fiats  kw/iif;  i . — a.  Tsrhjvin  ke&ewng 

fir  Vi j,tff  ft  ilcXwfii  to  their  mitjien  tw  the 

J  Ltn'nr  of  the  doe* erne  tf  Cbn/f,  *>  they 
profits,  9,  so,  And  ft  enforce  all  this  f row 
a  confident w  of  the  *-dy  dejign  cf  the  gfpel* 
fr  SMr  the  'prof pelt  h  cf  heavenly  gfarjt 

tt r*d  /Vww  the  end  of  ChrjFs  death t  vfieb  e* 
qustHjf}  cemertt  believers  of  alt  ru,tks  and  fin* 


lions,  end  arc  to  h:  urged  upMs  them  with  all 
heatnirg  authority,  tt, — 1$*  jx  1,33. 

Chap,  III. 

The  cptfih  goes  on  u>  give  orders  about  obedi* 
cud  to  ehsil  magfhvncs,  and  a  beriming  be* 
bavioitr  jovforAs  a  A  wen,  i,  Ipf trees  them 

from  a  uiftdcraLsh  tfu'hat  believers  them* 
f ehtes  wt*\  before  ton  veri&n,  aadert  mcsU  ft 
be,  thro  Jfi  i  Cbnjt ,  by  teg  cm  *i  tssJ  juft* 

ff  >g  $rc^fy  3  -"7*  Tuts  Tins  up*in  argiug 
tbeje  tbu\gs  ft  the  c*dtfr:it  good  works  n~y 
he  prachfed  by  for  even,  cud  up™,  avoids:* 
vain  aadnftLfs  dfputes^  3  9*  ii-fijh  Litre* 
jelt  vg  a  heretic,  a) ter  due  cdn&icitm,  tcy  i  ;* 
ltefires  that  be  vtoutd  iGme,  acd  bring  Zemts 
and  Aptlhs  -with  hivt>  to  tfT*w> 

mends  good  T*prh  for  necefyary  purpofeu 
Uj — 14.  Arftmchtdet*  as  upalk  with  j<+- 
hitatiousi  and  a  hciiedtuha,  15,  p.  1^39. 


The  Contents  of  the  Epiftlc  to  PHILEMON \ 


FTflR  a  very  mtvwg  and  ns  \'jnt;gfa+ 
l  ffAktr  i , — 3,  («:.■/  mofi  afesUtzate 
jfefikns of  ky  crdpyst'fe.  es  ofPbi- 

i.tiiass  Oeudy  faith  in  the  hwd  j-fin,  and 
L l%:  to  \  l  irwffats,  anti  p^hrr.Uriy  ft  fl if 
//vr  i:  ft;  j  ^  the  VS .  4^ —  7,  'H:C  fipljtk  V*itb 
a  tu?J  ATg  lvk-  r,Adtifiy  tf  &  a  tic  ezm- 
faffiGudii  defigi:  A  fh  fatter  +  and  threw s  ft* 

1 ji'f’vr  u  7 sand?  of  tWpuliet,  iveifa  rijufieA 

aud  /Moving  tepifs,  s?  i  ees/u/ttetn l  Cittfintus  ft 


Philemon's  hind  regards*  cud  engage  bun  ft 
accept  of  the  return  &f  Ls  pastiest  fug-five, 
tp ha  weld  uow  wahe  bhtetfitb  amends  pr 
all  the  >i ifdeam'ttttort  he  bad  formerly  uck 
guilty  of  j  and  fir  wfonj  the  apafile  prandfi  t 
h  make  up  any  kfs  tbzt  Philemon  had  fuf* 
tei&d  bj  nun*  8»—  %\>  And  then  c$ntludc\f 
atewiLw  ft  hii  atficuh^  Ti/tih  filuiaHans,  axA 
a  bcuedtaiaBt  — 1J*  P*  147* 


1  he  Contents  of  the  EpifUe  to  the  H  E  3  R  E  fP S* 


C  KJl  ?*  f. 

Id  hi  apofifa,  to  fie  vt  the  CKcdhufy  cf  the 
gjfpel  of  Chrfi  uisre  lie  Is -at,  and  ft  cm 
c+ur-tge  on  sJcvrenci  ft  ;/T  introduces  his 
grrst  defig  n  with  <:*  fif'tbi  differ  eel 

r.:i>r\r  ttdfcifi:;?  hi  ^h'.eh,  bird  of  the  per* 

fins  ?>;  whom  tf:e  racfJkvi  ef  them  ref  pet* 
tv  fly  ysore  math;  and  defirites  the  irunfiett- 
1 V ;;  cf  tie  Scn  cf  GctHu  hit  divine 

ptft\n.  hi  his  rrcjfiag  ru.d  rrsilfaiorfaf 
'other ibj  be  excels  all  that  went  heftt 


him,  i, — 3.  And  in  hh/rpcAority  to  all  the 
holy  angels,  which  rj  proved  by  a  zamparipw 
between  him  and  them  w  1 mntns  bar  tic  afar*, 
ta  xnbiiit  he  bai  a  gkr&as  pre-emiitettee  ^  vc 

14,  p,  ijS, 

Chat,  N* 

l"bc  apofik  h.fcrs  front  yuhai  be  had fiti  thixi 
the  diyhrtycf  Chi'fi's  per  fin  and  trfitft,  the 
duty  of  'jzedjjfth  odhei  fag  ta  Iriw  and  bis  g 

rt-ojfv'i iw  his  argument  <$Swt 
ChrifP  t 


tfr 


The  CON 

Chrifi' s  prc-*jmneKcf  above  the  o*getst  and 
fi*evs  that  Htf of  trines  are  nc  objection  egdixjl 
5, — 9-  Opens  toe  trotted  and  re  fen  tf 
Us  fuffcrints,  and  the  fitncfi  of  that  &fpcnfii- 
tk*t  widen  laid  oat  bis  way  ibrwgh  {hem  to 
Aij  mediatorial  gUry,  ic, — 13.  And  tends 
m  to  the  Incaruotocn  of  Chrifii,  in  oppofitien  to 
his  cffii?ni*g  the  nature  af  natch  >.  en  ntcejfa- 
ry  1c  the  eu/lbarge  of  bis  priefity  office  14,— 

p»i67* 

chu.  irr* 

The  apofiU t  fijews  the  Rup  ert  nr  worth  and 
dignity  of  Chrifi,  in  bh  perfon  and  pro¬ 
phetic  office,  part  lector  if  abc  ve  Mofes, 
JF  6*  And  re p re fonts  to  the  Hebrew*, 
from  the  example  of  their  unbelieving 
aszccfiors,  the  Jin  and  danger  of  ju fideli¬ 
ty  and  fpofi  and  the  nett  fifty  of  f rith 

In  Chrifi,  ana  of  a  fitdfofi  adherance  to 
him,  In  order  to  their  entering  into  the 
heavenly  refi,  7—19*  p ,  *79- 

Chap,  IV, 

Tempo  file  inculcates  an  humble  cautions 

fear  upon  the  Hebrews,  left  any  of  them 
fee  a  Id  come  fiort  of  the  promifed  refit 
through  unbelief,  it  i.  Shews  the  much 
greater  excellence  of  the  hejvt Jtlj  refi, 
which  it  propofediu  the  gOfpel,  than  that 
of  the  earthly  Canaaa,  which  wax  fet 
before  the  IJraelite*  Wader  the  Uw,  J, — 
10*  And  concludes  with  the  mofi  awake- 
mug  ondeutourdgtng  arguments  and  mo¬ 
tives  to  faith  and  hope  ia  oar  approach- 
cs  to  God,  1  it — 1 6.  p,  a$8' 

Chap.  V* 

The  opo fi  le  fits  forth  the  office  and  duty 
of  a  high  prieft ,  1, — 4  Shews  how  <?- 
bundantly  this  is  onfwered  in  Chrifi' s 
fupti^ettnnent  call  to,  and  it f charge  of 
that  office,  5,— to.  And  reproves  the 
Chrifi  ion  Hebrew*  f or  thei  rfiothf \tlaef r 
and  little  progrefs  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  truths  of  the  gofpet  that  were  prefi¬ 
gured  by  the  low,  it, — 14*  P-  joi- 

Chap,  TL 

The  apofik  intimates  bis  defigrt  of  giving 
the  Hebrew*  higher  in flruihons9  end  ex¬ 
cites  them  to  greater  proficiency  than 
they  had  yet  made  in  thcdc&rine  of  Chrifi 
I, — 3.  To  enforce  this  upon  them,  he 
deferibes  the  dreadful  nature  end  covfc- 
fttexc*  of  apofiacy  in  the  mo  ft 
fi rains,  4— B.  Sweetly  in  firm  at  es  his 
great  fifth fatfhn,  as  to  the  better  part 
of  them,  notwithfianddng  what  he  had 
hetn  faying  about  afe fi&Us,  9*  10*  And 
encout ages  them  U  perfeverottet  infetih 
and  ho  line fs,  from  the  experience  of  0- 
thrr  fit  users  believers,  and from  the  pra¬ 
ms  fe  and  oath  of  Cod  to  Abraham,  and 
to  ail  the  heirs  of  falvMan,  n, — 20. 

p.  308* 


TE  N  T  S* 

Chap*  Yri*t 

The  apofilc  ret  nr  nr  from  his  Sgrefifion  to 
the  eewputifctt  he  h.*d  props  fed  to  make 
between  the  priefilooi of  Mddufeikr, 
aad  of  Chrifi,  tu  whxh  he  gives  an  re¬ 
count  of  McJcJiilcrtec,  1,  —  3-  Sk-a-f 
the  excellency  of  hi*  above  the  LeviiiCisl 
pricjbhood,  4*- — to,  Appfits  ill  this  to 
Chrifi y  to  fit  forth  th+  j uptrior  dignity 
And  ficrfeiUpM  of  his  prUfihood,  even 
to  tic  fuperceding  and  df annulling  of 
that  which  -unu  after  the  order  of  Aa¬ 
ron  under  the  llte,  J  24.  And  dr  .tWs 
inference  from  this,  to  the  eNcourage- 
went  of  the  fail  ban*  hope  of  the  chnfic  \ 
25i — p*  jii* 
Chap  VIII. 

The  itpofiic,  having  fitsi fired  his  argument, 
drown  from  the  comp^rif on  of  the  pri  efi- 
boo  I  of  Melcbifrilcc  with  that  of  jA^i* 
rorij  jhtws  tbA  hu  visits  defigir  tfxrrirr 
1 vss  to  de r non fi rate  the  excellency  of 

Chrifi* J  pA-fi-'aoi  J-  QVe  that  of  Aaron, 

which  he  adds  fiiU  fnriinr  light  to,  by 
computing  him  with,  a  ml  prefer -ing  h{rt 
to  the  ir.git  prjrfis  uuUrthe  Lew*  w*lb 
rcfpefl  to  the  fixe  where  he  officiates* 
tie  facrifi' e  be  */Vrr,  and  the  covemznr 
of  wb:cb  he  is  the  meduitor,  I,— 6.  And 
be  goes  by  nuj  of  d:g*rffiorit  into  a  r<- 
prtfent&fcen  of  the  gr^Jt  excellence  of 
this  covenant  above  the  former,  which ir 
now  ahtijhcd,  7j— J  3-  '  p*  jj4. 

Chap.  IX* 

The  apofilU  returning  to  hi *  trt.tln  argument* 
gives  an  account  of  the  Jcwiili  taier- 
mcle  and  its  utenfils,  t,< — $*  Shews  their 
to fe  and  meaning,  j s  to  their  figurative 
fet  vices  and  facr^fices,  4- — lo.  hdepUrur 
thei r  itccom pVfim  cut  in  C  hr*fi ,  1 1 , — 23, 
Ant  infers  the  nctejfity,  fin  per  Ur  digni¬ 
ty  and  efficacy  of  his  priefiboot  and  J  veri¬ 
fier,  in  an  applet ;cv  of  what  he  had  fsii 
about  thofe  that  be  longed  to  the  taberna¬ 
cle  under  the  — aU.  p,  345* 

Chap-  X* 

The  apofiU  fiats  up  hjs  mjsn  argument 
relating  to  the  hifafficUr/ey  of  all  legal 
facrfices  for  taking  sway  fin,  4  And 

to  the  nece fifty  and  efficacy  of  tie  fserb 
fice  of  Chrifi  for  that  putpofe  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  new  covenant,  Vrhicn 
contains  the  fabfit.mtial  lie ffings  that  the 
law  Was  Only  the  fiadow  efi  5.— TO,  And 
having  fin! fix d  the  do&rinal,  he  enters 
On  the  practical  part  of  the  cpiJUe,  by 
way  of  inference  from  the  preceding 
difeourfe,  from  which  he  dr  awe  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  holy  boldnefs  in  the  hetievefs 
acicfs  to  God  through  J rfut  Chrifi p 
19, — 22t  And  for  fiedfitfimjs  In  tbe 
failbt  and  excitations  to  mutual  Uve  and 
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</W*j  and  it  frequent  aflcftiblhigl  toge¬ 
ther  for  religious  worffi pf  23, — 25.  And 
then  be  wj rrtj  them  of  the  Mngcr  of  a* 
pofiacy,  26, — 31*  Acmiwh  them  of  thrir 
former  Hlumlnd.on,  and  fufl -rings  iririb 
patience  and  fpirjtujJ joyr  32, — 34,  And 
encourages  them  to  maintain  their  holy 
profzjfiiw  to  the  end  of  their 

39-  >J^4. 

Chap-  XL 

The  ape  file  defer  ibes  the  tree  Meet  nature 
end  efficacy  of  frith,  1  3,  Kxcmp  ft  pcs  it 

in  ft  verst  infiances  and  effects,  vhth  m 
intimation  of  Us  nceeffity,  from  the  fail 
of  man  to  Noah^J  day,  4,-^.  From 
Xoali  fr  Moles,  7, — 23  And  from  Mo¬ 
les  to  the  end  of  the  Old  Tefiatnentrif- 
ftttf  xtim,  34^ — 39'  And  co#c*uJ%s  -with 
u  declaration  of  the  fill  better  fists  of 
Se tie  vers  under  the  go  fp  cUdiffcnf ition, 
*cr.  40-  p.  3*1. 

Chap.  XII. 

The  npofiU,  from  the  preceding  account  of 
the  frith  of  Old  Tefiament+beticverf 
under  ail  their  difficulties,  exhorts  the 
Hebrews  y?  costfinrrcy  and  per fevorauCc  in 
faith  and  patience,  under  »H  their  trials 
and  iifii.ftioKS  ;  attf  fit  11  further  to  f7t~ 
core -age  them  there  unto,  fits  before  them 
the  more  eminent  example  of  Chtiji,  and 
the  gracious  defigtx  of  God  in  ail  the 
fxfet  ingJ  they  endured,  1^— r3,  fL'Coxt- 


fuends  to  them  perte  and  botfaefs,  afl-? 
cautions  them  again jt  0 fling  a  f  r  ofaiw 
part,  like  Efau,  in  def fifing  fpirituai 
hhflngSj  1 4 , — l  ?-  And  e  nf  p*  tes  his  ar¬ 
gument  by  a  confidetution  of  the  much 
greater  excellent?  of  the  Pfevr,  thm  the 
Old  Tefizmcnt-dif pen f alio ti$  j8,—i9-  p. 

4u> 

ChaP*3UJL 

Tee  aft  file  exhorts  to  the  various  duties  of 
bro  therlj  to  vs,  ho  fpitality,  CM  fi  tan  fy  w- 

path),  marriage-chafiity ,  cvntc ntednefs 
-with  fuch  worldly  duumfiaxtes  as  pvo* 
ithletiCe  allots  to  us,  and  paying  due  rr+ 
fpeft  to  the  infiruffiomi  example,  i?mf 
memory  of  faithful  pafhrs9  tt—S>  Cau¬ 
tions  iigmttfi  being  tarried  awt ty  with  Jew* 
ilh  dodlrines  and  cere  monies,  which  on 
f  ttlfi tied  in  Chrl ft  t  the  gof  pel  Bfgb  Prtcft 
itlijr  and  fieri  fee,  9*— 14.  Adds  fur¬ 
ther  exhortations  to  duties,  that  relate 
to  God,  to  cur  neighbour,  and  than  that 
are  fet  0  ver  us  ini  be  Lord,  j  — 1 7.  De¬ 
ft  res  the  prayers  of  the  Hebrews,  and 
prays  for  them ,  l8t— Rteommends 
what  be  bad  wrote  in  this  epifile  to  their 
feriosss  con fide  ratio  n  ;  gives  them  hopes 
of  his  own  and  Timothy'/  coming  to 
fee  them  ;  end  concludes  with  his  ufuai 
faint  Mens  and  benediction,  32,— *25.  p- 
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A  P  R  A  C 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

0  F  T  H  E 

Apoffle  PAUL’S  Epiftle 

T  0  T  H  E 

P  H  I  L  r  P  P  I  A  N  S, 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  PHILIPPIANS. 

PHILIPPI  wag  a  coniidcrabJe  city  of  Macedonia  and  the  firft 
city  of  that  province,  with  regard  to  its  Gtuation  in  the  way  from 
Thrace  to  Macedonia*  (See  the  note  on  A3e  xei.  1 1,  12.)  It  Was  cal¬ 
led  Philippi  from  Philip  of  Macedm ,  the  father  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
who  enlarged  and  fortified  it,  and  gave  it  that  name.  And  ir  was  fa¬ 
mous  for  the  battles  that  were  afterward  fought  in  its  neighbouring 
Helds,  between  Augufius  and  Mark  Anthony  on  one  fide,  and  Brutus 
and  Goffmt  on  the  other,  in  which  the  former  were  victorious. 

The  apoftlcTuu/  was  called  by  a  vifion  to  preach  the  gofpel  at  thi? 
city;  and  God  fucceeded  his  labours  thereto  the  converfion  of  Lydia 
and  the  jailor.  Alts  xvi.j  and  in  procefs  of  time,  many  others,  both 
Jews  and  G entile  i%  were  brought  over  to  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  info  much 
that  a  famous  church  was  eredted,  and  completely  furnithed  with  pro¬ 
per  officers,  relating  to  its  fpintual  and  temporal  concerns.  {Chap* 
i.  1.) 

The  apoflle  vifitcdtbem  afterward*  again,  Alls  xi.  1, — 6.  who  had 
a  mighty  afftftioo  for  him,  and  he  for  them  ;  and,  in  their  abundant 
love  to  him,  they  diftinguifiied  themfelves  above  all  other  churches, 
by  fending  icafon able  and  liberal  fapplies  for  his  maintenance,  when 
he  was  at  Thejfahmka j  and  now  again,  while  he  was  a  prifoncr  ac 
Home  ;  from  whence,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord,  fay  Jo  me  60,  fty 
others  63,  he  font  this  Epiftle  to  them  by  the  hand  of  Epapbroditus , 
by  whom  he  had  received  their  generous  contributions,  together  with 
an  account  of  their  tender  concern  at  the  troubles  that  had  befallen 
him,  and  of  their  continuing  ftedfafily  in  the  do&rine  of  the  gofpel, 
notwithftanding  the  attempts  of  fome  Judaizers  among  rhem,  ro  di¬ 
vide  and  feduce  them :  and  the  chief  deligti  of  bis  cpifUe  was  to  fortify 
Vol.V.  t  A  them 
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them  ftill  further  againft  thefe  feducers,  jnd  encourage  them  to  abide 
in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  notwithftanding  ail  oppofition. 

Accordingly  he  begins  his  Epiflle  with  hearty  thankfgivings  to  God 
for  the  eminent  grace  bellowed  upon  them,  and  for  their  atfe&ionate 
regards  to  himfelf  j  expfeffes  his  ardent  hfve  to  them,,  and  great  folisfac- 
tion  in  them,  and  affairs  them,  that  his  bonds  were  over-ruled  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel  j  that  he  was  calm  and  comfortable 
under  them,  and  was  confident,  that  in  a  little  time  he  ftiould  be 
rcleafed  from  them,  as  it  proved  in  the  event  $  and  fb  encourages 
them  to  be  eafy  as  to  him,  and  to  bear  up  wirh  Chriftian  forti¬ 
tude  under  the  fufferings  which  they  themfelves  endured  for  the  fake 
of  Chritt  and  the  gel’pel,  chap ,  i.  He  exhorts  them  rolore  and  union, 
public-fpiritednefs  and  lowltnefs  of  mind,  which  he  recommends  to 
them,  by  the  mat  chiefs  and  furprifing  example  of  Chrift’s  humbling 
himfelf  ;  and  hopes  to  fend  Timothy,  and  to  come  afterwards  himfelf 
to  help  them  ftill  further  in  their  fpiritua!  affairs,  chap,  ii.  Encou¬ 
rages  their  holy  joy  in  Chrift  ;  cautions  them  again (l  the  attempts  of 
Judaizers,  with  whom  he  compares  himfelf,  and  (hews  the  happy 
change  that  was  made  upon  him  by  divine  grace,  and  the  principles 
and  views,  with  which  be  afled  in  oppofition  to  theirs  j  and  which  he 
propofes  to  the  imitation  of  the  Pbilippians,  chap.  lit.  And  eiofea  the 
EpitUe  with  exprefiions  of  great  tendernefs  toward  them,  and  toward 
feme  particular  perfons  among  them,  with  exhortations  to  feveral  reli¬ 
gious  and  moral  duties,  with  repeated  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
their  favours  to  him,  and  with  a  doxology,  falutatious,  and  his  ufuat 
benediction,  chap .  ivr 


CHAP.  I- 

Tbe  apoftte  Paul  inferihes  this  Epiflle  to  the  church  and  its  officers  at 
Philippi,  in  the  falutation  of  -whom  Timothy  joins  with  him,  ver.  t, 
■2.  Offers  up  thanif givings  and  prayers  to  Cod  for  them,  on  account 
of  the  good  -work  of  grace  which  be  was  fatisfled  would  he  perf tiled, 
as  in  the  judgment  of  charity ,  and' fervour  of  bis  lave,  he  hoped  this 
■  consenting  them  all,  3,-7.  He  exprefles  his  affeQien  to  them,  and 
pours  cut  an  excellent  prayer  for  them,  8, — 12.  Fortifies  them  a * 
gainji  t iejeSUon  at  his  /offerings,  which  turned  to  good  account ,  in 
exciting  others  to  preach  Chrift,  1 3,-20.  Tells  them  that  he  flood 
prepared  far  glorifying  Cbrifl  by  life,  or  dtath,  a  t, — 26.  Hnd  ex¬ 
horts  them  to  all  holy  converfation,  zeal,  and  conflancy  m  the  prtfef- 
.  Jion  of  the  gofpel,  notwithftanding  all  the  oppofition  of  their  aiverfa- 
fanes,  Vj, — 30, 


Tc*r.  Paraphrase. 

P  (he  pAUL,  and  Timothy,  who  concurs  with  him  in'af* 

fci rants  of  Jefiu  '  ^  fc&ion  and  approbation  of  what  he  writes,  (fe  e 
Cbrifl,  to  all  tbs  the  note  on  1.  Cor.  i.  1,)  as  being  joint-fervants  of  Jefu  s 
which  ere  Q^rift,  to  minifter  his  gofpel,  and  promote  his  king  - 
et -Philippi,  wish  dam  and  glory;  we  cordially  unite  in  this  addrefe  to 
th*  ’  th,* 
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she  bifhopt  and  cbc  church  of  Chrifl,  which  *orctinarily  meets*  as  the 
toMMacckuo-  feac  0/  a|j  ordinances  at  Philippi ,  and  confifts  of  vifi- 
to  you,  and  puce  bly,  and  we  truft  of  really  fanfilfied  perrons,  ( ver -  y.) 
Ir>T  0o,l  through  vital  onion  with,  and  influence  from  Jefus 
Lopi  jefts  Chrifti  the  head  of  the  body :  And  as  ye  area  complete- 
Chrirt.  ly  organized  church,  furnifhed  with  proper  officers; 

with  pallors  to  infpe£t,  prefide  and  watch  over  yottr 
fouls,  and  your  fpiritual  concerns,  and  to  feed  you  with 
knowledge  and  underftanding  *  ;  and  with  deacons  to 
take  care  of  your  temporal  affairs,  and  efpeciaUy  cf 
your  poor,  {Acts,  vi*  r, — $*)  according  to  the  order  of 
the  gofpel,  we  include  theft,  together  with  the  private 
members,  in  what  follows,  as  may  be  applicable  to  them 
refpefUvely ;  and  particularly  do  to  in  our  molt  foleirm 
willies,  that  the  divine  favour,  with  all  its  diftingmfh- 
ing  effects,  and  every  kind  of  profperity,  efpeciaUy  in 
what  relates  to  your  fouls,  may  abound  toward  you  from 
God,  our  covenant-God  and  Father,  as  the  fpring  aiul 
fountain  of  all  grace,  and  from  the  anointed  Lord  and 
Saviour,  as  the  purchafer  and  diflrlbuter  of  all  its  blef- 
Cogs  to  you  as  well  as  to  us. 

*  I  thmlc  my  „  jyj-  foul  iS  filled  with  ttwnkfgiving  and  praife  to 
M\cmbnncs  of  God,  whole  I  am,  and  whom  1  ferve,  who  put  me  into 
ym*  the  mtniftry,  and  made  me  tnftru mental  to  your  cooper* 

Con,  1  cannot  but  blefs  his  hojy  name,  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  my  heart,  as  often  as  I  think  of  you,  and  of 
what  God  has  done  for  and  by  you. 
cv«  ^iTer  of  4i  S  I  find  myfclf  fweetly  con  fir  a*  tied  to  make  men- 
mlMf«ry^aUf  tion  of  you  all,  in  every  dated  and  folemn  addrefs  to 
fn*biiig  requeft  God,  through  the  great  Mediator,  preferring  my  earndt 
'^j'lSr^oiirfri  an<^  ^erv^nt  applications  at  the  throne  of  grace,  for  e- 
bwthip  in  the  very  one  of  you,  with  abundance  of  pleafure,  together 
gofpd,  from  dw  with  the  moft  ch  earful  thankfgivings,  (ver,  $•)  for  your 
^  admifEon,  through  faith,  unto  ail  the  rich  and  glorious 

*  privileges,  promifes,  hopes  and  enjoyments  of  thegof- 

peMlate  ;  and  for  your  communion  with  God,  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  Spn,  apd  Spirit,  and  one  with'  another  ;  asalfofor 
your  readily  communicating  to  the  fuppoit  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  and  particularly  to  me  in  all  my  fufferings  for  its 
fake  j  and  for  your  continuing,  with  lledfaltnefs  and 
perfeverancr,  in  all  thefe  excellent  things,  from  the  day 
of  your  converiion,  to  this  very  time,  nutwuliftandinjr 

all 

NOTE* 

-  Bifiebs  or  Cvttfim  (t nwwirt  *-s  of  'only  different  ortfm  of  officers  is  tbe  apoftc- 
rtir;  fcrnt  import  mimI  prwniJ^uMiOy  u-  fccal  chutes,  though  in  tone  ot  them,  or- 
fed  for.r/rfm  or  fnflw s  of  panic* Ur  church*  elfins  xo  requiring.  as  in  thh  church  at 
es,  as  appears  from  Afls  jjf  iS,  Tit*  Pbibpfij  there  wm  wore  than  one  paflor  in 
i  9Q<\  ,  prt,  V,  i,  a*:  Anil  bifaps  achim!-  (See  the  fonsion  at  the  orilinawn 

nr  tltieritind  Jfsrotti*  a&  f-tf  as  appear* tmn  of  Mr  Qf\*  17}  i 74 >- J 

Ti-.^tinc  ;j;d 711^3::! vc  £i:::qi«ry,  x:\vrrc  the  A  » 
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6  Being 

He nt  of  this  very- 
thtip,  that  he 
which  hath  h{.-^tn 
a  good  work  in 

yoo  will  perform 
it  until  the  <hy 
of  jeiiu  Chilli : 


7  Ewi  as  It  Is 
meet  for  me  to 
tli ink  this  of  you 
a  1 IttCiiufc  1  have 
yftu  in  my  h^art* 
in  as  much  as 
both  in  ir.  y  bon  Jf, 
and  in  the  Ho 
fence  and  confir¬ 
mation  of  die 
jpfpd,  ye  all  are 
Iharcakers  of  my 
grace. 


all  the  oppofition  of  your  enemies,  and  the  perfections 
ye  have  endured,  {yer,  28,  29*  30.}  And  my  joy,  on 
this  account,  greatly  abounds  j 

6  Being  certainly  allured,  from  the  teftimony  of  God 
in  his  word,  from  the  immortal  nature  of  the  feed  of 
grace,  from  the  unchangeablenefs  of  bis  love'  and  bis 
covenant  and  from  ibe  merit  of  the  dear  Redeemer,  and 
the  indwelling  of  his  Spirit,  that  God,  who,  in  the 
riches  of  his  ftee  favour,  has  began  to  work  the  beft  of 
all  works  ia  you  *,  even  the  work  of  faith,  and  of 
heart-changing  grace,  whereby  ye  are  brought  into  the 
fcliowlhip  of  the  gofpc],  (ver.  5.)  will  undoubtedly, 
in  his  faithfuloefs,  carry  on,  maintain  and  increafe  it, 
by  his  almighty  power,  all  the  days  of  your  lives,  till 
he  Avail  perfect  or  finifii  it,  at  the  great  day  of  Cbrift’s 
coming  u>  be  glorified  in  bit  faint f,  and  admired  in  all 
them  that  believe^  (2  Thef  i.  10.}  1  am  fully  fatUfitd 
of  this  important  point,  with  regard  to  every  one  that 
hath  received  the  grace  of  God  in  truth. 

7  And,  as  ye  have  already  made  fuch  a  credible  and 
honourable  proftffion  of  Chrilt,  and  fo  Itedfaftly  abode 
in  it,  and  given  fucb  evident  proofs  of  your  fincerity 
therein  hitherto,  1  am  bound  in  the  judgment  of  cha¬ 
rity,  and  It  is  highly.reafonable  and  becoming  me,  to 
fuppofe,  that  this  good  work  is  really  began  in  the  whole 
church :  And,  I  am  the  rather  inclined  to  entertain  this 
charitable  hope  concerning  you  all ;  becaufe,  as  love 
thinks  no  evil,  huj.  hope:  all  things,  (1  Cor.  ’xiii.  5,  7.) 
ye  are  exceeding  (fear  to  me,  and- lye  much  upon  my 
neart,  in  my  add  refifes  to  God  on  your  behalf  *,  foraf- 
mucb  as  ye  manifefUy1  appear  to  be  partakers  of  rhe 
fame  faring  grace  with  myfeif,  and  have  difeovered  it 
in  your  patiently  enduring  tribulations,  as  I  myfeif  dn, 
and  in  your  Cbriftian  fymparhy  with  me,  and  concur¬ 
rent  aflifbmccs,  both  in  the  imprifonment  I  now  fuffrr 

for 


NOTE. 


'*  A  jjwrf  vtyrk  Is  referred  by  fame  to  their 
to  tbeapoflU;  but  thut  was  a  g;*od 
ivork  dsnt  by  iftrw,  niher  than  bfpn  by  the 
Apmctan  of  God  tbdm ;  and  It  teems  :o6 
mercenary  and  ftffifh,  for  cute  of  the  apo- 
ftle's  generous  and  diGmereftcd  fpirit,  to  ex- 
preft  iuch  wonderful  joy  and  tbaokfrinefs 
merely,  or  chiefly  on  that  account;  aud,  in 
the  foregoing  vertet  he  had  fpoke  of  rfccir 
ftikwfiip  in  the  gofyet*  as  the  maitcT  of  this 
joy  and  praifc,  with  reference  to  which,  ht 
fpenks  of  his  being  confident,  that  he  who 
IiaH  b=guri  this  good  work,  would  perform 
or  firiifti  if,  (fTirafirid  until  the  day  of  Jc- 
fw  ChrKL  I  fliemforc  rake  ii  to  fientff  the 
vicrk  faith  *  or  of  jrjw  la  the  whoje 


ccmptfs  of  it,  which  God  had  wrought  in 
tlvem ;  AnH}  as  fuch  a  com  prehen  five  inter* 
prrtarion  give?  us  the  heft  idea  of  trieapo^le^ 
joy  and  preiie  cn  tbrir  behalf;  lo  it  makeF 
his  jentitnenis  more  uftrul  and  applirJilc  ;o 
the  church  id  all  ages,  than  to  confine  it  to 
the  particular  rireum fiance  of  liberality  hi  the 
Pbirtpp.tni  tortanft  him.  The  extremely  li¬ 
mited  teote  that  feme  expositor*  aftect  to 
gWeof  thif,  and  many  other  of  the 

New  Tdlamtnt,  apparently  narrow;  the  rdJo 
of  faith  and  practice,  *ud  rhe  comfort  or  the 
Fcriptures  in  their  reference  to  us*  a*  tf  they 
wtre  not  of  fuch  llandin^and  exienlWe  me 
as  I  am  perfuaded  !hc  Spirit  of  God  defined 
them  to  w. 


Cfi.  i. 


Tt*  Epifile  t9  tie  Philippian^  P<traphrsfed»  f 

for  the  cnkife  of  Chrift,  and  in  all  my  labours'  for  the 
defence  of  the-gofpel,  againft  the  cavils  of  its  adver- 
faries,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  it,  by  word  and* 
deed,  to  the  confutation  of  them,  and  efUblHhment  of 
the  faints- 

n  *  Jewish  w  *  ^or  ^  can  appeal  to  God,  who  knows  my  heart, 
fiLiTyTung  af^  ^at  I  am  exceedingly  defirous  of  the  fpiritual  and  erer- 
tet  you  all,  in  the  nal  welfarcof  every  one  of  you  $  and  that  I  even  long, 
thrift4  °f  ^clM  1*  bis  will,  to  fee  you  all  again,  that  1  may  be  in- 
ftrumental,  in  his  hand,  of  (till  further  helping  forward 
his  good  work  in  you:  And  he  is  witnefs  that  my  ar¬ 
dent  deGre  for,  and  after  you,  is  not  merely  from  hu¬ 
man  gratitude,  on  account  of  your  benevolence  to  me, 
or  from  any  carnal  or  wotldly  con  fid  era  t  ions  whatfo- 
ever ;  but  that  it  is  chiefly  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  for  the 
fake  of  Cbriit ;  becaufe  I  look  upon  you  as  his  members, 
dear  to  him  *,  and  am  moved  with  the  in  mod  bowels  of 
melting  affeftion  toward  you,  under  a  fenfe,  and  in 
imitation  of  his  tendered  love  and  pity,  wherein  he 
laid  down  his  life,  that  ye  might  be  fayed, 
a  And  this  i  9  And,  in  the  fervor  of  my  affeftion  for  yon,  I  ear- 
We’tn»,h4biwi<i  ne(yy  beg  of  God,  that  your  love  to  him,  and  his  Son, 
yn  niore  and  to  me  and  his  people,  word  and  ways,  which  dwells 
mot«  in  know-  in  you,  and  already  works,  and  has  eminently  (hown 
•  ud^otent1- in  111  you,  as  it  ought  in  every  church-member,  may 

Ju  &“  n  »  Hill  more  abound  and  increafe  with,  and  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of,  growing  knowledge  and  experience,  as 
being  led  into  the  dodlrine  of  Chrift,  and  fettled,  after 
the  heft  manner,  id  your  judgment  and  fpiritual  fenfe, 
{<»  »»*»  as  ro  thc  whole  of  its  fyftem  ; 

to  That  jenny  io  That  ye  may  carefully  examine,  try,  and  prove, 
rh»™'w,e  'otf  (<lf  r#  and  thereupon  difeern  and  approve  the 

lent;  thu  ye  rosy  things  that  differ  in  themfelvcs,  byway  of  preference 
be  ilneeie,  and  to  ail  others;  and  that  differ  in  my  preaching  from 
d*1*1®!  w^at  ’s  delivered  by  falfe  teachers,  and,  upon  trial, 
Cariil  *  *r  °  prove  themfelves  to  be  truly  valuable  and  important ; 

that  fo  ye  may  be  found  to  be  genuine  Chriftians,  pure 
iu  heart  and  life,  free  from  all  hypocrify  and  deceit  in 
your  holy  profeffion,  and  uncorrupted  in  your  princi¬ 
ples  and  deflgas,  temper  and  hshaviour,  when  judged 
of  in  the  light  of  the  word  of  God,  and  tried  by  that 
infallihle  ftandard  of  mith  and  holinefs  +;  and  may 
have  a  confcience  void  of  offence  toward  God  and  man, 

and 

NOTH. 

|  Si  if  (re  (tAujmt)  is  *  metaphor,  ta.  n:  ;>r :  And  v>t  then/  '.genet,  (<rrjirm  is 
ken  either  from  tilings  that  arc  clsrifycd  hy  a  v.reuphnr,  taken  Ir-tni  reasons.  that  oft 
the  heat,  or  examined  and  jurf-td  of  by  the  1  hrir  wav  iiinlf.  nfivriy,  ••■id  obltrm:- 

fiieht  of  the  fan-beams  ;  and  io  are  found,  ti:  a  or  tfstutbling. 
sfoo  the  itfuaeft  trial,  ti>  be  purr  and  huor  - 


to  That  ye  may 


The  Epi/Ue  ij  the  PmLlPPIAws  paraphrased. 


Cb.  i. 


i  t  Ejinj;  fiiW 
■i:h  the  finits 


f  rig'itcuiifiiel*, 
chk'h  ait:  Uy 

/<j$  C'jrift 
tJic  ^hrjr  and 
ppU*  of  God, 


lir  Bat  Iwnuld 
yc  ftioittd  under¬ 
hand,  bf^hrccij 
thut  the  thing* 
which  bupptntJ 
Unto  mo  have 

frlfcn  cut  mthcr 
iimo  the  further¬ 
ance  of  the  goC* 
pth 


T3  S^thnt  rny 
lionds  in  Chrifl 
aro  mauifetf  in 
all  i Uti  *  iibi.ee, 
ai*d  in  »U  other 


14  And  ra.iny 
of  the  bre_hren 
In  the  Lord* 
waxing  confident 
by  my  band*, 
are  much  rnore 
t^fd  to  Jpeak  the 
word  iv^huu; 


and  be  pteferved  from  every  thing*  that  might  wound 
your  own  fpirits,  or  be  an  occafion  of  (tumbling,  or 
fallings  ro  yourfelves  or  others;  and  that  not  only  at 
certain  times,  now  and  then,  but  with  constancy  and 
perfevetance  all  your  lives  long*  as  thofe  that  expert 
an  awful  day  of  account,  and  till  Ghriil  fliail  come  to 
judge  the  world*  that  ye  may  be  approved  of  him,  as 
iincere  and  eminent  believers  then  ; 

11  Being  all  along,  and  found  at  that  day  to  be, 
trees  of  rigbteoufnefsy  the  planting  of  the  Lord}  that  he 
may  be  glorified 3  (Ifa*  Ixi*  3*);  even  fuch  as,  like  trees 
richly  laden,  greatly  abound  in  the  mod  precious  fruits 
of  holincfs  and  obedience  of  every  kind,  in  their  leafon, 
(PftL  i*  3*)  which  are  right  and  equitable  in  tbemfelves, 
and  due  from  you,  according  to  the  juft  and  holy  require* 
meius-oftbcmunl  law,  that  unchangeable  ruJeofall  righ- 
teem  fuels ;  and  which  are  produced  by  virtue  derived  from 
Chrili,  {Johnxv*$)  ami  are  acceptable  to  God,  and 
turn  to  bis  honour  and  glory,  in  and  through  ibis  great 
Mediator,  (1  Pet.  ii.  5*  and  iv.  u.)  which  is  the  fu- 
preine  end  to  be  aimed  at  in  them  all* 

12  But,  that  ye  may  not  be  terrified  or  difcouraged 
at  my  (offerings  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  I  would  fain 
have  you  know  and_confider,  my  dearly  beloved  bre* 
thren,  that  the  bonds  and  aifli£tiorts  which  have  b&- 
fdllcn  me  at  Rome,  according  to  divine  appointment, 
have  been  permitted  and  over-ruled,  by  the  wife  and 
holy  Providence  of  God,  contrary  to  all  outward  ap* 
p*e  a  ranees,  and  natural  expectations,  rather  to  the  con* 
iirmation  and  propagation,  than  to  the  disadvantage  and 
hind  try  nee  of  the  gofpeh 

13  Inform uch  that  the  hardftnps  and  imprifonraents, 
which  I  am  unabled  to  bear  with  a  becoming  patience 
and  fortitude  of  miod,.  through  the  gracious  prefence 
of  Chrift  with  me,  arc  well  known  among  all  Nerd s 
courtiers,  and  all  the  citizens  and  other  people  in  and 
round  about  /fow,  to  be,  not  for  any  crime  that  I 
have  been  guilty  of,  but  merely  for  the  fake  of  Chrift, 
which  is  matter  of  glory  rather  than  fliame,  and  hath 
proved  the  happy  occafion  of  many  peopled  inquiring 
after  him,  and  believing  in  him;  among  which  are 
foine  of  Cffar* &  taoufhold,  ( Phil *  iv-  22*) 

14  And,  through  the  influence  of  divine  grace, 
many  brethren  in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  in  the  work 
of  the  mmiftry,  being  fully  farisfied  of  tbc  juftice  and 
excellence  of  n;y  caufe,  and  of  the  power  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  which  has  vifibfy  Supported  and  comforted  mo 
under  all  my  troubles,  and  given  fuccefc  to  his  word, 

have 


i  y  Sum  in* 
preach 
Chrift  wnofcn- 


Ch»  n  The  EpiJUe  te  tht  Phtlippj4n#  paraphrafij,  y 

have  thereupon  taken  courage,  and  been  more  abun¬ 
dantly  animated  and  emboldened  to  preach  the  gofpel 
with  a  greater  freedom  and  liberty  of  fpiric  than  they 
ever  were  before,  without  being  terrified  by  the  fear  of 
any  {offerings  that  might  come  upon  them  for  it. 

15  There  are  fame  indeed  of  the  judaizing  Chrifti- 
ans,  that  preach  up  Jefus  as  the  (rue  Meffuh,  and 

aruT  iirife  ;  feverai  important  doO  nines  of  falvation  by  him,  even 
and  Come  alfo  of  from  a  fpirit  of  envy  at  my  reputation  and  fuccefs,  in 
-vod-'*nL  carrying  the  gofpel  to  the  GentUti%  as  well  :  $  Jeitrj, 
and  inSfting  on  juflification  through  faith  in  Chrift  a- 
lone,  without  the  wo  ks  of  the  law*j  and  they  do 
this  wjth  a  fpirit  of  contention  and  oppofmon  to  me, 
that  they  may  fink  my  credit  and  authority,  and  ad¬ 
vance  their  own  in  the  church  ;  but  there  are  others, 
that  preach  the  pure  do&rines  of  Chrift,  in  their  full 
extent,  with  all  freedom  and  delight,  even  from  an 
hearty  afte&ion  to  him  and  his  gofpel,  to  immortal 
fouls,  and  to  me  his  apoftle. 

16  The  firflof  this  fort  of  preachers  that  fet  forth 
Chrift  in  their  mimlirations,  by  way  of  envy  and  flrife, 
do  ir,  not  £«>**)  from  a  fmcere  defice  of  propagating 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  of  glorifying  him  j  nor 
from  a  hearty  concern  to  embrace  him  themfelvcs,  and 
recommend  him  to  others}  but  rather  from  a  vain 
imagination  that  they  fliall  thereby  fupplant,  diftrgfs, 
and  grieve  me,  and  fo  increafc  the  weight  of  my  pre- 
fent  afflictions ;  and  that  they  fliall  be  a  means  of  proT 
rnoting  the  continuance  of  my  bonds,  and,  perhaps, 
of  making  them  iffue  in  my  matyrdom,  through  the 
umbrage  that  the  government  may  take  at  thefe  con¬ 
tentious  ways  of  preaching  tbe  word,  and  at  the  div> 
fions  which  they  may  foment,  by  that  means  among 
the  profeflbfs  of  Chrift. 

17  But 

NOTE. 

*  It  U  generally,  and  urich  jimbabi-  and  'voiiil,  vcy.  il,  I  rather  ap- 

l:*y  iHppofcd,  tharthey,  whv  prwzbrd  Cknfi  prehend  thn  thry  hy;v^riric^ily  preached 
C*  srjfltifitt  wert  Jrarifo  C<mvtnsf  that  the  true  gofpel  of  Cbrirt,  fartbci  than  (hoy 


iff  The  00c 
prexh  Chrift  of 

rontentkifi ,  Mt 

finccrely,  foppo 
f:ng  to  addaftiic* 
uoa  to  my  bonds: 


every 

think,  thin,  od  tills  occafion,  I  hey  preach¬ 
ed  i  quite  different  gofpel  from  tbe  a^fHc's 
according  to  their  own.  comipt  jvAahivj 
notions:  For  he*  who  fijconlUnily  and  aea* 
ioully  declaimed  again  It  thU>  as  another  ^ 


themfcUtf,  and  od^lit  fe*  ft  rife  arK}  divi* 
fions  among  then,  and  thereby  exasperate 
the  gorernnent  ajptinft  bin  2nd  his  adhe¬ 
rents  This  h  'rfiait  be  criU  preaching 
tlbfiit  iajwctrt iy  axd  in  in  oppofitlrm 

_  h.i 


for  which,  U  that  brought  it  wa*  to  be  others  who  preaclu-d  \vm  in  hwt  and  in 
deemed  Keurfed,  (GaU,  8, 9.}  would  fcai.ee  truth  rr  upr^hfitfs.  Bm  lone  ihink  thxt 
ivjve  called  it  prtarbiHj  Ciri*7,  as  be  <V<s  in  they  Fully  preached  the  irjr  gofpei,  ihtiugi 


prtarmttf 

i:i‘s  and  fume  folios mj5  veriest  nmch,l<£ 
imjuUI  h*ve  rtjoietj  bt  lit  uslu  kyshcdhl 


wiCa  Ir.lVrienhv  fctd;  vfe.vb. 


8 


The  F.pijHe  to  the  Philippians  paraphrafetL  Ch.  u 


*7  But  the  o- 
thcr  of  love, 
knowing  that  t 
pm  fct  for  thcdc- 
fence  of  the  gof* 
pci. 


18  V^kat  tlicn  ? 
tiirtwnhfl  ending 

rv^ry  wiVj  whe¬ 
ther  la  p  n't  cure, 
ry  in  truth  , 
thrift  preach¬ 
ed  ,  and  1 1  herein 
do  rrpice,  yea, 
AtuJ  will  rejoice 


19  For  I  know 
thatihb  ftiiJtturn 

to  my  CtUatUm 
throinjh  your 
prayer,  and  the 
fupplyof  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  fefus 

toiff; 


17  But  the  other  fort  of  preachers,  that  are  ailed  by 
a  true  fpirlt  of  love  to  Chrift  and  foub,  and  to  his 
caufe  and  me  in  preaching  him,  do  it  as,  not  merely 
imagining  *»  but  as  being  well fatisfed%  on  the  fureft 
grounds,  that  I  am  appointed,  and  fet  in  the  church, 
by  a  divine,  com  million,  for  maintaining,  vindicating, 
and  defending  the  true  gofpel  of  Chriftj  and  that  1  now 
lye  in  bonds  in  order  to  my  making  an  apology  for  it, 
whenever  I  fhatl  be  brought  upon  my  trial* 

18  But,  if  contrary  views  induce  rhefe  two  parties 
to  take  occafion  to  preach  Chrift,  what  is  this  to  me  ? 
ftiall  I  return  envy  for  envy,  or  be  vexed  on  this  ac~ 
count,  asfomeef  them  fuppofc  I  would  ?  No,  though 
I  pity  them  that  are  influenced  to  it,  by  unworthy  mo¬ 
tives,  and  heartily  deteft  their  infincerity ;  yet,  which 
way  foever  the  thing  itfelf  be  done,  whether  with  dif- 
iimuhtion,  under  a  fiiam  pretext  of  zeal  for  Chrift  and 
the  gofpel,  and  the  welfare  of  fouls  ;  or  wkb  fincerity 
and  uprightnefs,  to  promote  his  jntereft  and  glory,  and 
their  good,  the  faff  is,  that  Chrift  is  made  known  by 
thefe  means  at  Romet  and  round  about  it;  And,  as 
this  is  in  itfelf  matter  :of  great  joy,  Idieartily  do ;  yea, 
and,  by  the  grace  of  God,  will  rejoice  in  it,  whatsoever 
any  of  them  may  think  to  the  contrary ;  and  how  much 
foever  they  may  defign  thereby  to  ftrike  at  my  charac- 
ter,  or  even  at  my  liberty  and  life  itfelf. 

T9  For  I  am  perfuaded  in  an  bumble  dependence  u- 
pon  the  promifes  of  God,  yea,  am  fully  attired,  by 
the  revelation  of  the  Spirit,  that  even  the  word  de- 
figns  of  my  adverfaries,  in  their  preaching  the  gofpel  to 
diftrefa  me,  fhall  be  overruled  by  the  good  Providence 
of  God,  contrary  to  their  hopes,  for  iny  enlargement 
and  deliverance  from  my  bonds,  ihatl  may  be  at  liber* 
ty  to  preach  the  gofpel  without  rellraint,  [wr,  aj*  f) ; 

and 


NOTE  8. 


*  The  apoflle  fpenki  *f  bk  enemies,  ver 
iG.  as  only  (a^ttfrorj  V'hich 

they  «crc  deceived)  that  tney  ftould  add  af¬ 
fliction  to  his  bonds ;  Lnt  in  oppctit:o:i 
tbcmmto,  he  hcie  fpeaks  of  faithful  mini’ 
as  or  being  a/Tared, 

Wi  the  ilrHigett  cvkluicr*  that  he  ***  ftt 
for  the  defence  cf  the  fttfpel  *  which  may 
tohe  in,  bnrh  his  heimt  appointed  to  it  in 
the  d:lchargc  of  his  office*  and  his  lyin^  in 
bonds,  in  order  to  his  making  a  public  apv- 
for  fr,  in  aniwer  to  his  ac- 
eifert :  For  the  word  (mijitfi)  here  rendered 
jW,  as  it  a£fc  is  ip  Luke  ii,  jT  4,  fignilies 
likewite  to  be  feid,  find  is  ib  uauilatcd,  Mit. 
(ii,  and  Luke  Jtxni.  53. 


+  SptrtStNif  and  eiifnal^  as  well  *$t*mper{il 
fa  faith* ,  are  taken  into  the  pint  ph  rate;  be¬ 
cause  ( he  tff  the  Sprit  1 *f  Cbnjiy  thro' 

which  the  apoftle  was  iutisfieJ  tlie  defign  of 
his  enemies  would  turn  ro  his  fair*  non, 
fwmit  mod  plainly,  to  refer  to  Ibis  fortol 
Motion,  which  he  knew  he,  by  th Lit  means, 
(Wild  be  partaker  nf>  though  his  enemies 
would  ha*e  prevented  it  by  forcing  him*  if 
pnfljble*  through  their  evil  practices  ajjvnlb 
hintj  to  give  up  and  renounce  tbe  gafpcL 
For  the  fifplj  <tf  the  Spirit  relates,  not  fo 
moch  to  tempsreti  as  to  fphitwai  and  eternal 
faivati.cn>  over  ami  above  dl  temporal  ddL 
verance*  which  wrre  10  kexpefted  raihtr, 
u  the  tfitft  of  ihc  oper4luiis  of  pravidn^ 

fo 


Ch.  t.  The  Mpiftk  to  tbt  Philipp t  ans  paraphrased* 


id  According 
to  my  eimeft  ex¬ 
po  to  ion,  and  *7 


and  that- all  their  malicious  attempts  againft  tne  {ball 
be  landificd  to  my  own  foul's  benefit,  as  well  as  the 
good  of  others,  and  made  fubfervieut,  Inftead  of  being 
obftruflive,  to  my  eternal  falvation ;  as,  by  means  of 
them,  1  (hall  be  helped  forward  to  it,  and  fitted  for  it 
with  the  brighter  glory,  {2  Cor.  iv.  17.)  through  the 
prayers  ,•  which  ye  are  daily  putting  up,  and  I  deGre 
may  Aill  be  continued  for  me  ;  and  through  the  rich 
communications  of  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chriff,  whereby, 
in  anfwet  to  your  prayers,  I  am  enabled  to  make  a  good 
improvement  of  all  thefe  d  if  pen  rations,  to  his  glory, 
the  advantage  of  others,  and  the  comfort  of  my  own 
foul. 

20  This  1  am  throughly  fatisfied  will  be  ihe  happy 
_  event,  according  to  what  l  firmly  expe£t,  and  vche> 

hop«,'  chit  in  mC  mently  defire;  namely,  that,  wbatfbever  my  adverfariea 
thing  i  (hall  be  may  defign,  or  do  again!!  me  $  yet  I  fliall  never  be  fuf- 
fered,  in  any  circumflarcc  of  things,  to  be  alhamed  of 
alway*.j&  new  Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  nor  of  my  hope  in  him  ;  but 
c.  »wi  enaye(j  t0  g0  on  ja  h;s  WOrk  with  all  liberty 

of  fpirit  and  undaunted  courage  ;■  ("fft'1)  and  that  as 
I  always,  through  grace,  have  hitherto  in  this  way  glo¬ 
rified  the  name  of  my  great  Lord  and  Matter  ever  Gnce 
he  converted  me  and  called  me  to  the  apofllefhip  ;  fo  , 
both  now,  and  from  this  time  forward,  Cbritt  (ball  be 
glorified,  and  the  power  of  his  grace  toward  me  fbaU 
be  eminently  exalted,  in  this  my  frail  mortal  body, 
whether  it  be  by  a  patient  continuance  under  fufferings, 
and  a  further-  publication  and  defence  of  the  gofpel, 
and  by  a  holy  life  and  convention  during  my  abode  in 
it;  or  by  my  fuffering  martyrdom,  and  bravely  owning 
and  honouring  him  in  the  mod  cruel  and  violent  death 
that  can  be  infli£fed  upon  me  for  his  fake. 

21  For  Chrilt  is  my  gain  in  living  and  dying,  as  he 
is  my  all,  and  lives  in  me;  and  as  his  imereft  and  glo¬ 
ry  are  the  delightful  end  1  purfue  in  both,  that  I  may 
bring  honour  to  his  name,  and.  gain  over  fouls  to  him 
by  preaching  -the  gofpel  while  I  live,  and  by  fealing 
my  tettimony  to  him  with  my  blood,  when  1  come  to 
die  *  ;  which  will  alfo  he  to  my  own  unfpeakable  gain 

in 

NOTES. 

for  him,  thin  from  1  fopfty  •/  tit  JpirU  of  given  of  them,  cither  it  the?  Hard  in  our 


alfc  Ch,tf  thill 
he  magnified  in 
mjr  bodv,  whe- 
(her  it  it  by  life 
•r  by  death. 


,1  For  tome  to 

live  rf  Cbrift»  a 
10  die  hf  gaifi. 


Ghnft  lo  hkn  ;  and  in  his  enlargement  upon 
this  fubjtA,  in  Came  follow  in  £  verfes  he 
ipcak*  of  his  fo  dtolh,  and  of  the  rich 
arivmtzf  erf  his  being  vith  Cbrif3  as  the  ob- 
jert  of  his  earned  defire  and  hope,  ver*  ai*  13, 
*  I  hare  eonfidtred  thefe  words  « 

f  ;**  Xptet<r  rat  Tfl  £*»p3rp(r«r  according 

to  the  different  rendering  til*!  Live  been 


icy  Ra 

transition,  or  as  Jigriifytag,  Chrijt  U  mite&a 
tn  tivivg  sad  d;ixg;  or,  to  me  ftwog  end  Jjfog 
Chrijt  h  geiai  But  they  ftero’to  include  gain 
to  the  apatite  h>mfelft  as  well  u  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Ghviif,  it  dftttJn  brcaule  in  the 
next  ycvfe*  which  may  he  confideved  as  an 
c uplift1. 'ion  and  enlargement  rf  his  ihotighte 
lu  :h*.  hv  intimates.  ttcn’kr  to  live  in 

the 


id  Tbt  Bpijtfc  to  the  PfTiLirrUfls  pataphr&ftd*  Cb*  L 


in  the  complete  falvatioft  which  I  hope  for  through  him, 
{ven  rg*) 

zz  BntifilWe  22  But  if  it  ftiould  pleafe  God  to  lengthen  out  m y 

iTthVfruit  ofmy  days  *n  mortaf  flefli,  to  preach  and  fufFcr  for  thegof- 
Uhomi  yctwtat  pel  the  great  fruit  of  my  laborious  and  painful  fer* 
I  Ot^ll  chooft  1  vices,  even  all  that  I  think  worth  living  for,  is  to  pro- 
wotnots  mote  the  honour  and  intercil  of  Chrift,  which  in  the 

end  will  alfo  turn  to  my  own  account  9  and  therefore, 
were  it  to  be  left  to  my  determination,  1  am  at  a  lofs 
to  know  whether,  upon  the  whole,  1  fbould  cboofe  life 
or  death* 


a  1  For  I  am  22  For  I  am  greatly  ftraitned  and  prefled,  in  my 
twm  two  hav-  own  tboughra,  between  two  things,  that  engage  my 
in*  b  detire  to  ferious  concern  ;  having,  on  one  hand,  an  earned  de- 

he^with  Chlift*  ^rc  to  ^  ^r0ITI  *licum  France,  wcalcnefa,  and 

which  ir  far  b«-  imperfections,  natural  and  moral,  of  this  corruptible 
ten  frail  body,  and  to  be  reteafed  by  a  departure  of  my  im¬ 

mortal  foul  from  it,  that  I  may  be  with  Chrift,  in  his 
immediate  pre fence,  to  behold  his  glory,  which  I  (hall 
do  as  foon  as  ever  my  foul  is  ahfent  from  the  body  t  > 
{t  Cor .  v.  <>.)  and  which,  far  exceeding  all  thought  or 
eipreflion,  is  incomparably  better  for  myfelf,  than  any 
condition  in  the  prefent  life  can  poflibiy  be. 

,  **  Nwrth*.  7  a  jjut  there  is  another  thing  that,  on  the  con* 

left,  to  abide  l  '  t  f  *  l  ^ 

th*  flelh  i«  mnrc  trary>  my  heart  is  fo  much  fet  upon,  as  to  make  me 
needful  fa*  you*  defirous,  if  it  fo  pleafe  God,  of  continuing  fome  time 
longer  in  this  prefent  mortal  body,  to  exercife  the  mi* 
niitry  which  1  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jeftis;  and 
that  is,  becaufe,  as  I  verily  believe,  { ver *  25.)  this  is 
mall  for  your  fpirituat  benefit,  tonfidering  the  enemies, 
temptations  and  dangers  that  farround  you,  and  the 
help  ye  need  againfr  them;  and  therefore  I  am  willing 
to  live  for  public  fer  vice,  even  in  this  troublefome 


ay  And,  hav¬ 
ing  this  confi¬ 
dence,  I  know 
that  I  ihatl  abide 
and  continue 
with  you  all,  for 
your 


world,  bow  much  foever  ic  may  be  my  own  perfonal 
lofs,  to  be  kept  all  that  while  out  of  heaven* 

25  And  being  in  great  hopes  that  this  noble  end  of 
my  living  in  the  body  would  be  anfwered,  by  the  blcf* 
Hng  of  God  on  my  labours,  I  am  perfuarled  in  my  own 
mind,  by  intimations  of  the  Spirit,  that  my  life  (hall 

Hill 

NOTES. 


the  flelh,  his  honouring  Chrift  would  be  the 
fruit  of  hb  labour;  buc  were  he  toUie,  this 
would  ftiU  be  fer  better  for  himfdf;  and 
therefore  he  was  in  a  ftrait  wbat  to  dioefe. 

f  If  the  foul  were  to  Aeep,  or  be  in  a 
ft  ate  of  ittfenfibiHty  at  death,  til!  the  gene* 
ral  refurceftion  of  the  body,  the  apoftle 
tould  have  hoped  for  no  more  advantage  by 
■dying  than  if  he  were  to  have  lived  an- 

oy  years  longer;  sad  cctffojuetitly  could 


have  Men  in  no  ftratt  between  a  detire  at 
living  lien  for  the  (Vvice  of  Chdfl,  or  of 
dying*  to  enjoy  the  happioefs  of  being  with 
him  in  Ms  glory  j  nor  could  he  have  imicL- 
ned,  in  this  view  of  things,  that  it  would 
have  been  exceedingly  far  tatter  (x^aci  /taX- 
iav  rifffrpy)  for  himfrlf  to  die  out  of  hand, 
that)  to  live  longer  00  earth*  {See  the  we 
on  x  Cor.  v.  >.) 


Cfci. 

your  fanhcnnct 
and  joy  of  faith; 


%6  That  your 
r.'j-iicuig  ciay  be 
abundant  In 
jdW  Chrift  fnr 
by  my  com* 
;o  you  ijoIil 


IT  Only  let  ynnr 
ton  vernation  be  as 
it  beenmeth  the 
jfofpel  of  Chrill  i 
th^t  whether  I 
come  and  fei 
or  die  be  a^frnt, 
I  may  hear  of 
yobr  that 

ye  Ibiid  faft  in 
oik  tpirif,  ikith 
cnc  mirj,  rtrir* 
i[ij  together  for 
the  faith  of  the 
fofpd; 


rtf  le  t»  the  Philippian*  paraphrafid.  ft . 

(till  be  preferred  for  a  while,  DOt  with  (landing  the 
tbreatning  afpttt  of  my  prefent  fuffet  ing  circumflances  ; 
and  that  I  fliall  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  and  mi* 
ntftring  to,  and  of  continuing  and  converting  for  lome 
time  with  you,  as  well  as  with  other  churches,  of  the 
faints,  for  promoting  your  fpiritual  edification  iti  light 
and  grace,  comfort  and  holinefe;  and.psrdcolatly  for 
the  further  helping  of  your  faith,  through  the  attend* 
ing  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoil,  that  ye  may  be filled  with 
all joy  and  peace  in  beUcuing,  (Rom.  sv,  13.) 

26  That  fo  your  delightful  glorying  (**»*»/!**)  in  Je- 
fus  Chrifl,  the  only  Saviour,  may  be  much  greater, 
on  account  of  my  being  reftored  to  you,  than  ever  it 
has  been  hitherto,  .or  than  probably  it  ever  would  be, 
were  I  never  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  come  to  you  again  $ 
and  may  be  abundantly  increafing  yet  more  and  more, 
thro'  the  confirmation  which  your  faith  will  receive 
by  my  wonderful  deliverance  from  imprifonment,  and 
by  means  of  the  benefit  which  ye  may  have  through 
my  hainift rations,  when  1  return  to  you. 

27  In  the  mean  while,  there  is  one  thing  that  I 

would  earneilly  recommend  to  you,  and  fnfift  upoti^u 
neccflacy  to  evidence  the  truth  of  your  fairh,  and  to 
promote  the  peace  of  your  own  fouls,  and  my  comfort 
in  jou  i  which. is,  that  (wwrwirft)  y0ur  traffic  and  be. 
haviour  in  the  world,  and  one  towards  another,  .be  att- 
fwerable  to  your  holy  cittzenfhip,  and  fuch  as  is  worthy 
your  Chrifttair-flatc  and  character,  and  fuitable  to  the 
directions,  and  ornamental  to  the  principles,  privileges, 
and  obligations,  and  to  your  holy  profelfton  of  the  gof. 
pel,  which  has  Ctmft  for  its  glorious  author  and  chief 
fubjett ;  fa'that  whether,  when  I  may  have  opportutii. 
ty  of  coming  to  fee  you  again  ;  or  whether,  while  hy 
providence  I  am  detained  from  you,  I  may  hear  from 
yourfelves,  or  others,  a  comfortable  account  of  the  true 
Rate  of  things  among  you,  as  to  your  fpiritual  concerns  ; 
and  particularly  that,  notwithttanding  all  the  fubtle  and 
furious  attempts  of  your  adversaries,  ye  perfeveie  and  a- 
btde  firm  and  unlhaken,  under  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  in  one  and  the  fame  evangelical  fpirit  of 
liberty,  truth,  and  love;  and  unite,  as  with  one  heart 
and  foul,  and  concur  in  vigorous  efforts,  like  wreflleis, 
again  flail  oppofmon,  according  to  your  rc- 

fpettive  Rations  and  abilities,  for  preferving,  propaga. 
ting,  and  defending  the  pure,  uncorrupted,  and  im. 
portant  dottrines  of  faith,  as  delivered  in  the  gofpel, 
which  ye  have  received  of  me  j  and  for  promoting  the 
grace  of  faith  in  one  another,  that  it  may  be  in  lively 

cxeicif:, 
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18  Afidui 
thing  terrified  by 
your  ■drafuta: 
:  which  fa  ft>  them 
*n  evident  token 

of  perdition*  bat 

to  you  of  filvn- 
Uo®>  and  dux  of 
Cod. 


\9  For  unto 
tod  it  if  given, 
in  the  betoir  of 
Chrift,  not  only 
to  believe  on  him, 
but  al£>  to  fdfler 
for  hie  Jake; 


3©  Having  the 
fame  conflict 
which  ye  law  in 
ioc,  ajuf  now  heir 
Talv  i&  me. 


ezercife,  and  ftedfaftly  profefled,  to  the  glory  of  Chrift, 
and  the  good  of  your  own  and  others  fouls. 

28  And  I  fliould  rejoice  greatly  to  heart  that,  how 
artful,  or  cruel  and  outrageous  fofever  the  enemies  may 
be,  who  fet  themfdves  againit  your  faith,  and  the  pro. 
fperity  and  falvation  ofyour  fouls, ye  behave  with  Chrif- 
tian  fortitude,  and  are  by  no- means  affrighted,  or  dif- 
cou raged  at  their  opposition  to  you'  and  the  gatfpel, 
which  carries  indeed  a  fad  prefage  to  them,  as  a  plain 
mark  of  their  being  in  the  way  to,  and  in  the  cearcft 
danger  of  eternal  deftrudion  ;  and  Ms  a  righteous  thing 
with  God  to  render  tribulation  to  them,  *  while  they 
look  upon  yon,  as  a  people  obftinately  bent  upon  your 
own  min :  But  unto  you,  that  are  perfecuted  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  and  bear  it  with  faith  and  patience,  Ms 
in  reality  an  evident  token  of  eternal  falvation,  and 
that  not  of  yoorfelves,  but  of  God,  as  his  free  gift,  who 
calls  you  to  the  trial,  and  is  able,  faithful,  and  willing 
to  ftand  by  you  in  it,  and  carry  you  through  it,  and 
crown  you  with  everlafting  life  at  the  end  of  it,  {See 
Mat.  v.  to,  11,  n.) 

29  For  Ms  a  diftinguifliing  honour,  which  God  gra* 
cioufly  puts  upon  you,  on  account  of  the  merit  of 
Chrift;  and,  though  flefb  and  fenfie  judge  otherwise, 
it  really  is,  and  ought  to  be  efteemed  matter  of  great 
joy;  (Jamet  i.  2.)  that  ye  fhould  not  only  be  enabled 
to  truft  in  him,  and  continue  fo  ro  do,  to  the  laving  of 
your  fouls;  but  that  ye  fhould  alfobchelped,  patiently  to 
endure  perfectitions  for  him,  from  a  principle  of  faith, 
and -love  to  him,  and  for  his  glory  here,  that  ye  may 
be  glorified  with  him  in  a  more  illuftrious  manner  here-? 
after.  (See  Rem ;  viii.  17.) 

30  And  ftill  further  to  reconcile  you  to,  and  keep 
you  from  fainting  under  tbofe  fulFerings  for  Chrift, 
which  do,  or  may  befal  you  in  this  world,  ye  would 
do  well  to  coufidcr,  that  they  are  only  the  fame  fort  of 
combat,  (*?•*>«)  which  yc  have  formerly  feen  me  vio¬ 
lently  exercifrd  with,  and  yet  enabled,  through  grace* 
to  fuftain  with  holy  fortitude  and  patience,  for  the  fame 
glorious  caufe,  among  yoorfelves  at  Philippi ,  (Afls 
xvi,  19, — 24.)  *,  and  which  ye  now  hear  1  am  forely 
confli&ing  with,  under  my  prefent  bonds  and  imptifon* 
luent  at  Rente. 


N  O 

*  JPfaHi  tfr  evident  tetfit  if  ptrdihWt 
is  foppofed  by  fome  to  mean*  that  the  j?v? k& 
oppoftn  accounted  the  believing  GtxtiUs  to 
be  fbillnate  and  incorrigible,  antt  abandoned 
of  God  to  cvqrUftnc  perdition,  1  hate 


T  E. 

gUnttd  at  this  Anfe,  though  I  take  the  other 
to  he  Ufa  ffrauiedi  and  fall  as  welt,  of  better 
fulled  to  the  apoRU’s  defi^n,  In  foitifpiig 
the  F&ttyfiuti  againit  bong  terrified  by 
their  adrerforta, 

K  £  C  0  L 


Ch,  i. 


Tbt  Epifile  to  the  Philippics  paraphrafed. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  well  are  thofc  churches  furmfhed  with  all  needful  officers  that  have  faiths 
?ul  paftorp  and  deacons*  to  take  care  of  their  fpiritual  and  temporal  concerns  f 
And  with  what  cordial  and  devout  afletftion  ftiould  we  wifh  and  pray;  that  jdl 
the  blefling*  of  grace  and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jem  thrift* 
may  betnultipUed  to  them  and  their  officers !  They  arc  charitably  fappofed  to  be 
faints  in  Chrift;  and  it  is  matter  of  great  tbankfulnefs  to  God,  that  they  are  ad* 
milted  to,  and  continue  m  the  fclJowfhip  of  the  gofpel,  and  bear  the  evident 
traces  of  that  good  wort  of  grace  which  we  may  be  confident  its  great  Author 
will  carry  on,  till  it  be  perfected  ar  the  coming  of  Jefus  Chrift,  And  O  how  de- 
firabieisit,  that  fincenty,  light*  and  love,*  and  an  inoftenfive  deportment,  and 
high  approbation  t>f  fpiritual  things,  together  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufhefe* 
which  are,  by  Jefu&  Chrift,  to  the  praifc  and  glory  of  God,  fhould  unitedly  in* 
create  and  abound  in  us  !  The  preaching  of  Chrift  is  his  appointed  means  of  pro¬ 
moting  thefe  Important  ends,  as  well  as  of  the  converfion  of  linnets ;  and  he  will 
own  It  as  his  ordinance,  though  fome  may  be  influenced  by  unworthy*  hypocri¬ 
tical,  envious,  and  contentious  views,  to  engage  in  that  facred  office.  But  how 
amiable  is  it,  when  it  is  dtJcbargcd  with  fidelity,  and  with  fincere  affection  to 
Chrift,  to  his  tervanls,  people,  and  caufe  l  However,  if  Chrift  be  really  preach¬ 
ed  according  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  whether  from  good  or  bad  motives,  we 
ought  to  rejoice  in  the  thing  itlclf :  And  it  difcovers  a  moft  excellent  fpirit  when 
'.ve  are  enabled  fo  to  d o>  even  while  we  apprehend  it  is  defigned  to  icfTcn  our  own 
jxrrfonal  credit,  comfort^  and  ufefolnefs^;  But,  whatever  others  may  intend,  God 
will  over' rule  the  fufferiUgs  of  his  faithful  femnts,  for  the  defence  and  further¬ 
ance  of  the  gofptl  ;  for  encouraging  Tome  to  appear  openly  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift; 
and  for  emboldening  their  own  faith  and  hope,  and  helping  forward  their  own 
falvatloo,  through  the  prayers  of  his  people,  and  the  fupply  of  his  Spirit.  And 
what  a  happy  ftrait  is  it  for  them  not  to  know  whether  they,  fhall  chuie  life, 
through  their  earneft  concern  to  glorify  Chrift  in  their  fervices  and  fufferings*  for 
the  edification  of  the  church;  or  fhal!  chafe  death,  through  their  vehement  de- 
fire  to  go  immediately  to  Chrift,  which  they  afttirediy  know  is  belt  of  all  for 
themfielm  i  What  an  honour  is  it  to  fuffer  with  a  right  fpirit  for  the  fake  of 
Thrift  i  And  bow  fhould  believers  efteem  this,  a  a,  well  as  faith  ittelf*  to  be  rather 
a  gift  of  grace,  on  account  of  his  merit,  than  to  be  thought  of  with  terror  J  On¬ 
ly  it  behoves  them  to  take  care,  that,  by  the  grace  of  God,  their  converfation  be 
lv>1y,  as  becomes  the  gotpel  of  Chrift,  and  that  they  ftand  faft  with  one  mind  and 
heart,  ftriving  together,  with  fervent  zeal,  tor  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
Ikints,  whatfoevtr  the  confluence  may  be,  as  to  this  world.  And  O  how  near 
do  they,  and  their  fpiritual  affairs,  lye  to  the  hearts  of  their  good  minifters! 
They  are  continually  mindful  of  them  in  their  prayers;  they  heartily  blcfs  God 
for  them,  as  partakers  of  grace  with  themfelves;  they  rejoice  in  their  profperity; 
and  their  tendereft  affectionate  deftre  (as  they  can  appeal  to  God)  is  toward  them* 
that  they  may  enjoy  their  company  and  communion,  and  may  be  helpful  to  them 
for  their  lupport  under  troubles,  and  for  their  furtherance  and  joy  or  faith* 


C  H  A  V*  H- 

Thf  apofile  exhorts  the  Philippians  to  a  harmonious,  kinA^  and  humble 
Jpir it  and  behaviour ,  by  various  moving  arguments*  and  particularly 
by  the  example  of  Ghrifel,  j ^ — - 1 1  *  To  diligence  in  the  affairs  of  their 
falvation,  in  confederation  of  God's  working  in  them,  1 2f  13.  To  be 
exemplary  and  itijl&Elive  to  the  world,  and  a  comfort  to  kimfclfp  14* 
— 18.  And  he  affures  them  of  his  defer*,  hope,  and  purpofe  of  making 
them  a  vifet\  and,  in  the  mean  v£;';V,  if  fending  to  them  Timothy 
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and  Epaphrodirus,  both  of  -which  he  reeapmeneft  to  their  kind  and  hi>- 
nourabte  regards,  19, — 30. 


Test. 

TF  tbert  U  there* 
A  fbtc  Miy  ronfo- 
htion  10  Chrift  ,if 
any  comfort  of 
lo^c,  if  any  fel¬ 
lowship  of  the 
Spirit,  if  any 
bowris  a&d  met* 
da ; 


a  Fulfil  ye  my 
jov,  that  ye  he 
I  ike-mi  aded  *  hav¬ 
ing  the  fame  lovet 
being  of  one  ac* 
erird,  of  one 
U)in<L 


Paraphrase. 

AST  have  exprriTed  my  willing  nets  to  abide  in  the 
flcfti  for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith,  [chap. 
si.  25.)  I  would  therefore  earneftly  prefs  upon  you  the 
important  things  before  recommended,  (chap,  i.  27.) 
by  fevcral  moving  considerations,  as  follow,  if  there  be 
any  authority  in  rtty  exhortation,  (wrowir)  as  deliver¬ 
ed  tD.you  in  the  name  of  Chrift;  or  any  argument  to 
be  drawn  from  the  excellency  of  that  confutation  which 
ye  have  in  him,  and  derive  from  him}  or  if  ye  would 
comfort  me  under  m  y  prefent  tribulations  for  Ch  rift  : 
If  any  obligation  arifes  from  a  joyous  fenfe  of  his  love, 
and  of  the  love  of  God  in  him  to  you  ;  or  from  the 
pleafurc  of  your  own  love  to  him,  and  of  your  mutual 
Chrifttan  love  one  to  another  ;  or  if  ye  would  have  in 
youifelves,  and  give  /tie  the  comfort  of  my  love  to  you, 
and  of  yours  to  me:  If  there  be  any  inducement  from  a 
confideratron  of  that  holy  communion,  that  ye  have,  to¬ 
gether  with  myfelf,  in  the  fpecial  influences,  gifts, 
graces,  and  communications  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
alfo  gives  you  a  ftllvwjbip  -with  the  Father,  and  with  hit 
Son  Jefus  Cbrifi,  (1  John  i.  3.)  or  from  a  confidera- 
tton  of  your  fpiritual  fellowfhip  one  with  another,  as 
members  of  the  fame  body,  of  which  Chrift  is  the  head ; 
if  there  be  any  force  in  a  reflection  on  the  moft  tender 
■and  affe&ionate  difpoCtions  which  are  in  the  heart  of 
God,  and  have  dtfeovered  themfelree,  through  Chrift, 
with  the  kindeft  compa£Cci>  towards  you,  or  which  he 
has  wrought,  by  his  Spirit  in  you  towards  one  another, 
and  roe,  his  prifoner  in  bonds.  If,  I  fay,  there  be  any 
reality,  worth,  pleafure,  obligation,  or  endearment  in 
thefe  things,  as  there  certainly  isj  and  if,  as  I  truft,  ye 
yourfelves  have  experienced  them  in  your  own  fouls; 

2  Let  thefe  excite  and  engage  you  to  fill  up  the  mea- 
fure  of  that  fatisfa&ioo  and  joy  which  ye  have  already 
begun  to  give  me;  the  joy  I  mean  is,  that  ye  be  entirely 
united  with  me,  qnd  with  one-  another,  in  mind  ami 
heart,  and  that  pariculady  in  the  following,  things ; 
that  ye,  as  Chriftians,  be  knit  together  in  fincete  love 
and  affection  to  Chrift,  and  me  his  fervant,  as  I  am  to 


you,  and  in  brotheriy  love  one  to  another;  that  ye  un- 
animoufly  agree  to  join  with  me,  in  purfuing  one  and 
the  fame  defign,  for  promoting  the  intefeft'of  Chrift, 
the  purity  of  thegofpel,  and  your  mutual  edification; 

aod 


Cb.  ii. 


Tkc  EpiJIU  t9  the  PaiLlPPHNs  paraphafed.  jg 


3  Let  nothing 
If  done  through 
Hrife,  or  v&m- 
gioi>,  but  hi  tow* 
Ji Ad*  of  miod  lei 
«di  efteera  other 
letter  rhan  them- 
ftiwi. 


4  Look  rot  e- 
very  man  od  hrt 
own  things,  but 
every  ituuj  abb 
on  the  things  of 
other*. 


S  Let  (fits  mind 
be  in  you,  which 

WAS 


smd  that  ye  he  all  of  the  fame  judgment,  and  of  *  the 
lame  relirti  with  my  fell,  as  to  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
Chriftian  faith  in  oppofition  to  zWjudaizing  errorB. 

3  Take  heed  that  nothing  be  fa  id  or  done  among  you, 
from  a  litigious  or  oftentarious  temper,  which  delights 
in  oppofirion  to  others,  and  applaufe  to  itfelf ;  but  let 
everything  be  managed  in  your  cburch-afiemblies,  and 
in  all  yoor  converfation  and  behaviour,  with  fuch  an 
humble  frame  pf  fpirit,  as  Hull  difpofe  ail  and  every 
oae  of  you  ttf- entertain  a  modell  and  mean  opinion  of 
their  own  attainments  f ,  and  to  be  ready  to  condefccnd 
to  perlons  of  the  ioweft  degree;  as  alfo  to  think  and 
fpeak  better  of  others  that  walk  becoming  their  pro- 
feffioo,  than  of  themfelves,  as  obferving,  and  being  du- 
ly  affefied  with  a  Cenfe  of  their  own  failings,  and  call* 
ing  a  mantle  of  love  upon  the  defeats  of  Other  Chriflians, 
wbofe  hearts,  for  aught  they  know,  may  be  better,  and 
more  approved  of  God,  than  their  own. 

4  in  order  to  your  attaining  this  excellent  difpofition, 
let  every  one  of  you  take  heed  of  a  narrow  felfifh  fpi* 
rit,  of  roognifying  his  own  endowments,  or  of  aiming 
at  (**  v*T«m)'bis  own  honour,  cafe*  and  fecular  inter- 
efts,  as  though  this  were  the  chief  mark  and  fcope  of 
his  endeavours  and  conduct ;  but  let  every  one,  as  ac* 
ted  by  a  generous  public  fpirit,  think  himfelf  bound  in 
duty,  not,  like  a  bufy  body,  to  meddle  with  other  peo¬ 
ple's  matters,  but,  in  bis  own  proper  fphere,  ro  confult 
andpurfue  thofe  things  that  make  for  their  edification 
and  peace;  comfort  and  advantage,  both  in  temporal 
and  fpi  mu  si  affairs. 

5  For  (w)  in  op  portion  to  ftiife,  vaio-glory  and 

fulf¬ 


il  O  T  £  S. 

*  Be  tike-mndcd  (ro  ads  and  be  of  f  Though  Giriftians  of  eminent  gifts  ant! 

fcn,:  ndnd^  (to  n  Mwfrr}  exprdi  juft  the  grart?  may,  and  cannot  but  account  thdr 
lam*  idea*  if  •riiic  tbcm  feparatedy,  and  attainments  to  bo  ftiperior  to  otbets  of  the 
apart  by  themfcleas:  But,  as  it  cannot  be  Ioweft  cUti,  as  the  apoftk  (peaks  of  his  own 
thought  that  the  apoftk  *a$  guilty  of  fuch  a  gifts  and  labour* ;  yet,  like  him,  they  ought 
nccrilds  uorotogy,  as  taking  them  in  iht  u>  be  humble  in  afcnbiQg  nothmg  to  them- 
farot  fcnfc  and  latitude  imports,  I  apprehend  Jelra,  bat  *11  to  the  gwee  of  God*  t  Cor. 
the  esfieft  way  of  freeing  him  from  it,  is  to  pT  io.  and  a  Cor,  juLi*.  And,  witU 
codidor  5kc*mxded  as  a  general  urm,  and  idpcft  to  true  religion,  charity  Ihould  reach 
the  thttt  following  cxptdfcttS  as  explanatory  them  to  hope,  that  there  may  be  fomnhing 
of  the  particulars  he  included  in  It,  namely^  more  excellent,  and  left  offcnfvrt  to  God  la 
a*  baring  the  fame  fovt,  being  of  cut  accord,  the  hearts  of  other  believers,  than  they  fin* 
and  of  one  mud i  and,  it  fttnu  to  me,  that  in  their  own,  who,  on  oiie  account  or  Boo¬ 
ty  the  bft  of  thde,  he  iaunded  an  agree-  tber,  are  apt  to  think  their  own  worfe  than 
ment  in  fmi'.mtnts  at  to  the  doibincs  of  the  others  i  becaofe,  the  more  thty.ktiov  them* 
Eofpd,  bccaufe  he  is  here  roforcipg  what  he  fclves  the  more  they  fee  the  treachery  and 
had  laid,  chap,  k  ay*  about  their  fending  vileneft  of  their  own,  than  It  is  poUIUe  for 
faf  U  amr  fpirit  t  io  fw  mind^  Jl riving  ttgc-  them  to  icc  of  the  hearts  of  others,  wbofe 
dcr  far  tie  faith  of  the  gofpeL  TTi«  pre-  coiivrv&LSon  is  fuch  as -become*  ihcgofpel  ot 
ierve*  a  proper  djflmfrioo  in  the  icnfe  of  all  Chr^L 
thde  words. 
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w«a]f©  in  Cbrifl 
Jcfes; 


6  Who,  being 
id  the  form  of 
Cod,  thought  it 
net  robbery  to  be 
c^uzl  with  God ; 


f  But  made 
him  ft  If  ©f  oo  rc- 
putitiun  ,  and 
took  upon  him 
the  form  of  a  fer- 
vant,  and  wm 
made  Id  the  like* 
ndk  of  men : 


8  Aod,  being 
found  in  fafliron 
ms  a  man,  he 
humbledJihn  fcl  f, 
and  Eeeame  ©be* 
client  onto  death, 
even  the  death  of 
the  oof* 


Iclf-feekiog,  the  fame  fpiritof  meeknefc,  humility,  and 
Iotc  ought  to  prevail  in  you,  which  was  fo  eminently 
confpicuous,  ayd  fo  perfectly  exemplified  in  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  himfelf. 

6  Who,  being  poffcfTed  of  the  divine  nature  *,  and 
of  all  its  effential  perfections,  a?  the  Son  of  God,  and 
as  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father**  glory ,  and  exprefs  image 
of  his  perfant  (Hcb*  i.  3.);  and  fo  really,  and  in  the 
ftrifteft  fenfe,  God,  in  the  true  and  proper  form  of 
deity,  did  not  coimt  it  an  ufurpation,  injury,  or  wrong, 
or  any  aft  of  rapine  in  him,  to  claim  an  equality  of 
nature  with  God  the  Father;  he  and  the  Father  being 
effentially  One,  though  perfonatly  diJlinSt*  (John  s*  30.) 

7  Neverthelefs  («***)  he  was  pleafed,  by  a  wonder¬ 
ful  aft  of  condefccxifion,  fo  far  to  difrobe,  and,  as  it 
were,  empty  himfclf,  of  the  bright  appearance  of  his 
divine  majeAy  and  glory,  as  not  to  make  a  pompous 
(hew  of  them;  but,  in  great  meafure,  to  conceal  them 
from  the  obfervation.of  men,  while,  in  themfelves  they 
continued  to  be  really  and  effentially  the  fame  as  ever* 
and  all  ihefutncfsof  the  Godhead  dwell  fubJlantiaRy  in 
him  :  (Col.  ii*  9.)  And  he  voluntarily  affirmed  human 
nature  into  perfonal  union  with  hlmfelf,  in  fo  low  and 
mean  a  condition,  as  therein  to  become  his  Father's  fer- 
vant,  living  and  afting,  bleeding  and  dying,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  commandment,  {John  x.  *8.)  and  as  even 
to  aft  the  part  of  a  fervant  towards  his  difciples,  {Luke 
xii.  37*}  and  go  through  tbe  moA  painful,  humbling, 
and  difficult  fervices  for  their  redemption  and  falvation; 
and  he  was  fo  truly  and  properly  man,  as  to  be  made 
Hie  unto  his  brethren ,  of  human  nature,  in  all  things* 
Jin  only  excepted,  (Heh.  ii-  17.  and  iv.  15,} 

8  And  when  he  was  found  in  the  common  form  and 
condition  of  man,  as  tho*  he  had  been  nothing  more, 
he  fubmitted  him  fcl f  to  the  ioweft  degree  of  ferviceandf 
fufferings  ;  and  went  into  a  courfe  of  the  moft  humble 
obedience,  as  to  his  parents  and  magiArates,  in  all  law¬ 
ful  things,  fo  to  his  heavenly  Father,  as  his  fervant, 
to  anfwer  all  the  demands  of  his  holy  law,  both  in  ful¬ 
filling  its  precepts,  and  fullering  its  curfe ;  and  this 

obedience 


N .  O  T  E* 


*  The  form  of  "God  Uoppofed  to  the/c/w  ©ritually  in,  nm A,  in  all  reafoo,  m«nt  that 
of  a  firvaat  in  the  next  verfc;  awl,  as  the  he  was*  in  Ills  prim-  native,  as  tr&it^ad  pro- 
firm  of  a  ftrvaitit  which  Chrift  it  there  frid  ptrly  Gttt,  as  he  va*  in  his  human  nature 
t©  have  uken  upon  him,  is  meant  «f  his  be-  man  and  a  fervm it ;  and  therefore  it  might 
ing  really  a  fervent  in  his  ail  timed  human  well  he  wtM*  that  ht  thought  tl  act  robbery  to  fr 
nature,  with  reference  t©  which,  it  5s  e^tat  vr';ib  Gndt  as  I  think  this  paitigt  11 

that  he  was  made  uv  tbe  t\ht*efe  of  ntea,  the  jnftiy  mulcted,  (See  this  ftnfrof  it  rindt- 
plain  meaning  of  which  is,  that  he  was  ml-  cated  in  my  fern; on j  on  Jefia  Ctrfji  God- nu} 
ij  fo,  tie  f$rx 1  tf  C$At  which  lie  was  page  ai*  ^ 


Ch.  >L  The  EpifiU  to  the  Philippi  An  9  parapBra/ed.  if 

obedience  be  paid  even  unto  death,  and  all  along,  till 
be  came  to  die,  yea,  and  in  his  dying,  (John  x.  18.) 
not  an  ordinary  death,  but  the  ignominious,  painful, 
and  accurfed  death  of  the  croft,  to.  (how  that  be  (food 
in  the  place  of  tranfgreflorB,  who  were  under  the  curie 
of  the  taw,  and  that  he  came  to  redeem  them  from  it, 

.  by  bearing  it  for  them,  (Gal.  iii.  13.) 
t>  Wherefore  9  And,  having  fulfilled  his  work  of  redemption  in 
jVijhLy 3  exalted  this  huitible,  obediential  and  fullering  manner,  God 
ui.n,  and  sirro  his  Father,  as  h  reward  of  all  this,  according  to  its  de- 
!l'^h  *  T”-*  ^crts>  an<*  covenant- agreement, (ffty  liii.  9, — ir.) 

ri-sry  n*mci  We  has  glorioufly  exalted  him,  not  by  advancing  him  to  a 
Hate  of  greater  eOcntial  happincls,  perfection,  or  glory, 
than  he  had  before,  as  God,,  which  admits  xrf  no  ad-', 
ditionj  but  by  railing  him,  as  man,  from  the  dead,_re-. 
cciviog  him  up  to  glory,  and  fecting  him  at  his  own 
right  band,  and  giving  him  univerfal  dominion,  as  me* 
diator;  and  fo  he  iliuQriouily  manifefled  this  divine, 
perfon  to  be  as  great  and  glorious  as  he  always  was  in 
himfelf:  And  to  recommend  him  by  the  molt  endear¬ 
ing  motives  to  out  acknowledgment  of  him  as  fuch,  he 
has  granted  him-,  in  bis  office-capacity,  as  his  incarnate 
Son,  a  new  title  of  authority  and  honour,  incomparably 
fuperior  to  any  other  name,  dignity,  or  authority  w hat- 
foe  ver,  among  angels  or  men  $  yea  too  great  for  any 
mere  creature  to  wear^or  be  worthy  oi,  even  the  name 
of  the  Saviour  t  and  the  coriftituted  Lord  of  all,  (ver* 

,0  Th»a;  the  IO*  1  >*)  And  he  bas  t*one  *his, 
r.sme  of  Jefus  e-  10  To  the  end  that  (>'«)  in  token  of  the  religious  ho- 
very  knee  fl™ Id  ^ours  which  are  due  to  the  exalted  Saviour,  every 
hiavsn,an<lfl§«igj  one  lb  onld  bow  the  knee,  not  at  barely  pronouncing 
n  titih,  and  the  word  Jefitst  nor  merely  in  a  literal  fenfe,  in  which 
t'-^i  under  the  t|,e  angels  in  heaven,  that  are  to  bow  before  him,  have 
J‘a’  no  knees  ■»  but  in  paying  fuch  folemn  homage,  adora¬ 

tion,  and  worlhip  to-  this  glorious  and  divine  perfon, 
whofe  name  Is  Jefus  i  and  in  being  fo  entirely  fubjeft 
to  him,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom.  xiv.  11.J  as  is  figntfied 
by  bowing  the  knee,  as  well  as  by  other  expreffions  of 
it :  and  is  to  be  paid  to  him  by  all  ranks  of  intelligent 
creatures,  whether  they  he  faints  or  angels  in  heaven, 
or  fuch  men  as  are  living  upon  earth,  or  as  are  dead 
and  buried  under  the  earth,  when  they  (hall  rife  again, 
and  appear  at  his  tribunal  j  then  they,  and  all  the  wick¬ 
ed  on  earth,  and  all  the. devils  in  hell,  (hall  cither  will¬ 
ingly  or  by  conftraint,  bow  to  him,  as  the  great  judge 

of  all.  ,  t- 

u  And  that  M  And  he  is  thus  highly  exalted,  that  the  tongue 

Cl’,y  'tbMlld  of  every  one,  of  all  nations  and  languages,  (hould 
VOL.V,  t  U  citll5r 
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frcniU 

that  JeXus  Gnift 
j.f  Lord,  to  the 
^loryuf  God  the 
Faber. 


ii  Wherefore, 
my  beloved,  8$  jc 
hav*  always  o- 
biycd,  cot  as  in 
my  preJcoce  on¬ 
ly  ,  but  now 
much  more  in  my 
abhence ;  work 
out  your  own  ful- 
Tttion  with  fear 
and  ucmbllag. 


either  ch  earful  I  y  own,  and  celebrate  the  praifes  ofhis 
univerfal  dominion  ;  or  be  forced  to  acknowledge, 
whether  they  would  or  not,  that  be,  the  anointed  Savi¬ 
our,  is  in  his  office-capacity,  and  exalted  ftate,  the 
great  Head,  Lord,  and  Ruler  over  all,  and  the  univerfal 
Judge  at  the  lad  day,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father, 
whofc  honour  it  is  to  have  always  had  fuch  a  divine 
Son,  as  is  worthy  of  fi>  high  a  commiflion,  (John  v. 
23.  and  t  John  ii.  13.)  and  who,  in  infinite  wifdotn, 
hath  appointed  his  incarnate  perfon  to  all  this  dignity, 
for  the  glory  of  his  own  name,  John  xvii.  1,  2. 

ia  Since  therefore  the  duties  of  humility,  love,  and 
kindnefs  (ver*  2,-4.)  arc  recommended  in  fo  lively 
and  affecting  a  manner;  by  the  matchlefs  example  of 
our  Lord  bimfdf;  let  this  animate  you,  my  dear  bre¬ 
thren,  to  a  noble  imitation  of  him  therein;  and  finer, 
from  the  time  of  your  converfron,  ye  have,  all  along, 
Ihown  an  obediential  fubmifiion  to  his  commands,  and 
to  his  authority  in  me,  not  only  out  of  regard  to  my 
prefence,  while  I  was  perfonally  among  you  to  obferve, 
aflift,  admonilh,  and  encourage  you ;  but  now,  more 
efpecially  to  prove  the  fiucerity  of  your  love,  while  ye 
are  furrounded  with  feduccn,  and  are  not  under  my 
immediate  infpeftion  and  inftru&ion,  through  my  ab- 
fence  from  you;  I;  in  refleftion  upon  this,  tntreat 
you,  with  the  greater  confidence  in  yout  obedience,  to 
be- vigorously  a&ive,  under  divine  influence,  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  falvation  of  one  another,  (fee  the  note  on 
Epi>.  iv.  32.}  and  to  go  forward,  and  abound  in  a  dili¬ 
gent  exercife  and  practice  of  Che  forementioned,  and 
ail  other  graces  and  duties  that  are  necefiary,  in  the  na- 
rure  of  things,  and  by  the  appointment  of  God,  for  the 
final  accompli fhment  of  that  falvation,  which  is  already 
your  own,  by  the  gift  of  the  Father,  the  purchafe  of  the 
Son,  and  the  application  and  carneli  of  the  Spirit ;  And 
I  befeecb  you  to  labour  in  this  manner  about  your  own 
falvation,  every  one  perfonally  for  himfelf,  not  with  a 
fervile,  dtftruufuf,  and  defponding  fear,  but  with  a 
holy,  filial,  and  awful  reverence  of  the  Divine  Majefty, 
and  a  cautious  feat  of  finning  again  ft,  and  thereby  of¬ 
fending  and  difhonouring  him,  (Pfal.  it.  11.  and  1  Pet. 
i.  17.)  and  witb  humbie  dread  of  doing  any  thing  to 
provoke  his  frowns  and  difplcafure,  the  hidings  of  his 
face,  the  with  drawings  of  his  adiftance,  and  the  chaftife- 
merits  of  bis  rod,' in  oppofition  to  felf-conftdence  and 
carnal  fecurtty,  with  regard  to  an  affair  of  fuch  infinite 
importance. 

13  For 
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*j  For  U  is 
God  which  work* 
cth  in  yen,  both 
to  will  and  to  do 
of  bii  good  plrt- 
fu rt. 


t^Doall  thing* 
without  mono  or* 
ings  and  difpul* 

mgs: 


*5  That  ye 
may  be  bUmtlcfs 
and  barmlcfs,  the 
f<m*  of  God, with¬ 
out  rebuke,  id 
the  mids  of  a 
crooked  and  per* 
verie  nation,  a- 
juong  whom  ye 
thine  as  lights  in 
the  worldt 


13  For,  to  encourage  your  uttnoft  diligence  herein, 

on  one  hand,  and  to  guard  you  again  ft  pride  and  car- 
rial  feciirity,  ort  the  other,  remember  that  the  gracious 
and  holy  God,  who  has  begun  his  good  work  in  your 
fouls,  continues  to  carry  it  on  j  with  internal 

virtue  and  powerful  energy,  till  it  be  perfe&ed,  (chap. 
I.  6.)  as  it  is  he,  that  excites,  inclines,'  and  determines 
your  trill,  in  a  way  confident  with  the  ttueft  liherty  of 
a  rational  creature,  and  enables  you  to  perform  the 
things  that  relate  to  your  falvation  j  and  does  this,  not 
forahy  defert  in  yourtelvea  to  move  him  to  it,  but 
merely  of  his  own  free  and  fovereign  grace,  which  he 
exerts  with  the  greateft  plcafure  and  delight,  Mat.  xi. 
26.  and  Mica  vii.  18.)  *  and  by  which  he  works  in  you 
both  to  choofcj  and  do  every  thing  that  is  good  in  the 
ufe  of  proper  means,  with  freedom  and  chcarfulnefc* - 

14  In  dependence  therefore  upon,  and  compliance' 
with  his  gracious  operations  in  you,  take  fpecial  heed, 
that,’ according  to  what  has  been  fuggefted,  (ver.  3.) 
ye,  in  the  whole  of  your  condud,  avoid  all  difeontent 
at  the  profperiry  of  others,  or  at  the  difpofals  of  provi¬ 
dence  toward  yourfelsesj  and  all  animofmes  and 
wrangling  deputations  one  again  ft  another ;  and  de¬ 
puting*  againft  the  things  which  God  enjoins  upon  you, 
or  which  ye  may  be  called  to  f  offer  for  Chrift’s  fake. 

1  j  That  ye  may  be  in  reality,  and  appear  to  your- 
felvesand  others  to  be,  unreprovahle  and  inoffenfive  in 
your  temper  and  convention,  and  Gncere  in  your 
dealings  with  both  God  and  man;  as  becomes  the 
children  of  your  heavenly  Father,  to  diftinguifh  you 
from  the  children  of  the  devil ;  that  there  may  be  no 
juft  occaGon  of  complaint  of  accufation  againft  you,  for 
any  irregularity  in  your  walk,  nor  any  room  for  the 
moll  captious  adverfary  to  revile  and  cenfure  you, 
while  ye  live  in  the  midft  of  a  generation  of  Jesus  and 

C entile^ 


N  0 

*  The  void  Tfi/,  n'A  being  In  thf  Grtrkt 
farre  fuppnfc  that  food  pUtifirf  relates,  not 
to  the  manner  whn  which  God  works  in  of* 
but  with  which  htiuvrrs  d?,  ai  well  as  vitl, 
under  his  working;  and  To  may 
that  the  efrfl  of  hi*  working  in  us 
willing,  and  doing  with  freedom  and  dt* 
Jight,  femaj  the  Lord  with  gud+i t:tit 
under  the  Influence  of  hi*  Spirit  and  grace* 
according  to  the  xpoftle*9  nib  of  this  word, 
(chap*  L  is  )  And  ibis  may  be  a  very  good 
ictifi;  of  the  pbnfc,  while  v/c  confider  God 
working  all  this  in  os,  and  tJtcitlngaud 
influencing  us  to  ii  by  his  Spirit  But,  I  rt* 
ibtr  think,  that  good  ftcujkre  refers  to  the 


T  E. 

way  and  man  Mr  of  Gotti  working  in  o/, 
than  to  the  way  and  maimer  of  oar  wif&ag 
and  aRvg  towards  Mm,in  things  that  reUtr 
to  our  falvation  !  For  nr  dang  toift  good 
gUofnrt)  is  much  the  fame  with  cur  wii&ng 
to  doit \  and  this  word  (cvJw*)  as  far  as  I 
find,  U  new  itfed  to  eicptviy  our  ottixtt  a- 
bunt  our  own  falvation  ;  but  is  freqututTy  u* 
ftd  wilh  reference  to  God,  and  hU  vr<*y  and 
manner  of  ailing  about  it*  and  is  common¬ 
ly  rendered  bit  good  fUofurtt  otguodwiiU 
tl&l  which  fifmr  good  to  btmt  as  to  Mattb*  xl* 
i$,  id,  Lukeii*  14-  a^d  ui.  js,  Ephcf-  L 
p,  asida  Ttldit )•  is* 


to 


The  Ep'tjlk  to  the  Phil i  fpian s  paraphrafed.  Cb.  u. 


i$  HofiJinjj 
frrth  the  word  nf 
life;  that  I  may 
rejoice  in  the  day 
of  Chrirt,  that  I 
have  not  run  m 
Tain,  neither  U* 
toured  la  Tain. 


ty  Tea,  aud  if 
I  be  offered  upon 
the  ficrificc  and 
fervic-j  of  your 
fiiUi,  ]  joy  and 
rejoice  *ilh  you 


19  For  the  fame 
Caule  aU'o  do  ye 

-  j-Y 


GeniiUsy  that  are  exceedingly  corrupt  and  depraved  in 
their  minds  and  manners*  like  perfons  bent  and  warp* 
ed  from  the  (Irak  rule  of  righteaufnefs,  perverfe  in 
heart*  and  turned  afide  from  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord  ; 
among  whom  ye,  as  Chriftians*  and  a  church  of  Cbrift* 
are  fet  up*  ought  to  be,  and  in  great  meafure  are,  as 
ilhtning  lights,  and  iliuftrioufi  examples*  for  the  direc¬ 
tion*  conviction*  and  mutation  of  the  men  of  this  world, 
that  they,  firing,  your  good  writs *  may  glorify  your  Fa¬ 
ther  -which  is  in  heaven  *•  (Mat.  v*  j6.) 

16  Te  herein  holding  fad  (e **x*nS)  with  perfeve* 
ranee;  and  holding  up  to  all  around  you,  with  evidence 
and  recommendation,  Chrift  himfclf*  who  is  our  life; 
fee  CcL  iii  4.  and  I  Johnu  i>)  and  the  glorious  doctrine 
of  eternal  life,  in  all  its  purity  and  excellence,  as  it  re¬ 
veals  and  (hews  the  way  of  obtaining  it  through  him* 
and  is  the  power  of  God  to  the  falvation  of  eveiy  one 
that  believes,  {Rom*  i,  16*)  this  I  am  greatly  concerned 
for,  that  according  to  my  hope,  I  may  rejoice  and  glo¬ 
ry  in  your  ftedfaftoefs  and  ufefulnefs  here,  and  in  your 
complete  falvation  hereafter,  when  we  fhall  appear  to¬ 
gether  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  at  his  coming  to  judge 
the  world  in  the  great  day  of  account*  (1  Thcjf*  ii.  19* 
20.}  as  finding  then*  that  all  my  drivings,  pains*  and 
labours  for,  and  with  you*  in  the  ccurfe  of  my  mini- 
dry*  have  not  been  f runlets  and  ineffectual :  but  by  die. 
grace  of  God*  have  anfwercd  their  de fired  end,  to- his 
glory  and  your  everlafting  bappinefs. 

17  Yea,  and  fuch  is  my  lovero  you,  that  I  not  on¬ 

ly  hope,  and  rejoice  in  the  bops  of  this  happy  fruit  of 
my  labours  among  you;  but  if  £***' f*  Jn 

purfuit  of  them,  the  Providence  of  God  Ihould  fo  or¬ 
der  ic*  that  I,  bis  prlfoncr,  mult  not  only  undergo 
great  fuffcrings,  but  even  lay  down  my  life  to  feal  my 
teftimony  with  my  blood,  and  to  be  poured  out*  like 
the  oil  and  wine  on  the  meat  and  drink-offerings,  (Exod* 
xxtx*  40.  and  Lev*  ii*  1*}  to  complete  *  the  facrifices  un¬ 
der  the  law*  in  miniftriag  before  the  Lord*  (A»rT^y«jj 
if  this  (hould  befal  me,  for  the  further  confirmation  of 
your  faith  and  believing  Ge?ifiUst  w bp  are  offered  up  as 
an  acceptable  facrifice  to  God*  being  fan&ified  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft*  (Rom.  I  am  fo  far  from  being 

troubled  at  it,  that  now,  in  the  forefight  of  it,  1  do, 
and  then  (hall  rejoice  in  it ;  and  (™y**«*)  I  congratulate 
you  all*  upon  finifhing  my  work  and  days  in  a  manner 
fo  honourable  to  Chrift*  and  fo  richly  to  your  advantage. 

18  And,  in  return,  Ibegofyou*  that  on  the  fame 
account,  in  cafe  ye  ihould  hear  of  my  matyrdom,  ye 

would 


t<>  But  I  trufl 
in  the  Lord  Jtf- 
fas,  to  lend  Ti¬ 
mor  hens  Oionly 
uro  you,  that  J 
■<Afn  maf  be  of 
?'W  comfort  t 
whei  1  know 
your  ilate. 
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joy  and  rejoice  would  rejoice  and  congratulate  me*  ^f)  on 

with  me.  the  honour  of  my  dying  in  fuch  a  way,  as  (hall  bear  the 

mo!t  noble  tcltimony  to  the  Lord  Jefus*  and  to  his'gof- 
pel*  and  {halt  be  to  the  farther  encouragement  and  e- 
.ftablifhment  of  your  faith  in  him.  * 

*9  But*  notwithflanding  all  that  I  have  faid  about 
my  wilJingnefs  to  die  for  thefe  great  purpofes,  I  am  ap- 
prehenfive  that  the  time  for  it  is  not  yet  come  ;  and  I 
humbly  hope  and  truft  in  the  provide ncial  care  and  gra¬ 
cious  Lindnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus*  who  is  highly  exalt* 
ted*  and  has  a  name  above  every  name,  { ver .  y.)  and 
has  the  government  of  the  church  and  the  world  upon 
his  fhoulders,  {I/a*  ix,  6.)  that  my  circumstances  will 
foon  be  in  fitch  a  fituation,  as  to  admit  of  my  fparing 
the  beloved  Timothy*  and  fending  him5  according  to  my 
prefent  purpofe*  to  fee  how  matters  go  with  you,  and 
help  you  in  your  fpiritual  concerns*  that  I  may  have  the 
greateit  fatisfaftion  and  pleafurc,  according  to  my  hopes* 
when  1  (hall  hear  from  him,  that  the  work  of  the  Lord 
profp'ers  among  you*  and  that  the  judaizing  teachers 
have  notBecn  able*  by  ail  their  fubuities  and  terrors* 
to  pervert  or  {hake  you* 

For  I  have  20  The  rea^n  ®f  my  defignjng  to  fend  btm  is*  bo 
liki*  caufe  I  have  no  Chriftiar-brother  with  me, 

that  ts  equal  in  excellency  of  temper  with  him*  or  that 
is  likoafve£ted  toward  you;  and  that*  with  regard  to 
doflrire,  mrniftrations  and  behaviour*  walks  in  the 
fame  fpirir,  and  in  the  fame  fteps  with  myfrlf*  as  he 
does,  who  [incereiy,  and  with  the  molt  genuine  affec¬ 
tion*  like  that  which  a  parent  naturally  has  for 

his  children,  will  lay  your  concerns  to  heart*  and  care— 
Fully  fludy  to  promote  your  eiUbijfhmenr,  edification* 
and  increafe  wirh  u!l  the  increafcs  of  God*  1 

31  For  the  generality  of  the  other  brethren**  that 
remain  with  me*  are  toofeififh  and  pufillanimous*  and 
rather  felicitous  abour  their  own  tempoial  eafe*  honour* 
and  la  fee  y*  than  willing  to  expofc  thcfufelvcs  to  fuch  fa¬ 
tigues,  dangers  and  reproaches*  sis  1  met  with  at  Phi - 
iippi ,  (,f£Ij  xvi.  19,— 2.\*)  and  as  they  might  pofiibly 
be  Called  to  fulfer  more,  in  promoting  the  iutetek*' 

aule, 

T  E. 

vtrTi  gone  to  other  pl%cc^,  the  f  tea  left 
pa‘t  of  them,  time  with  (he  apo- 

iHe,  were,  compared  Mrirh  T&hsI* jf*  more 
influenced  by  worthy  convi  nleiioc^  jjuJ  ad* 
vnn-atfcs,  than  by  a  i^aloui  concern  to  jko- 

mr>vc  tho  imereft  of  Chrift,  psitirttljrly  at 
where  J  it  r.in!;t  mil  them  mote 
aburrdiirit  trouble.  ittm  ai  fume  otiifr  pbv<j 

in  lvJiich  rl’«=v  -n'^b;  hi:  uu-fiJ* 


minded,  who  will 

1:  ,i=’:rJ«y  care  for 
^  jur  :Lte. 


u  Toraliftek 
vteir  *vnt  not 
ihc  thing*5  which 
^  ^  JefusChtiiTi* 


H  O 

+  AH  here  unnot  mean  oi/Utrfffr 

tvtry  orre  of  (lit  Chriffian-muii- 
Itman;!  brethren,  ss  if  none  of  them  had 
.my  confetti  for  the  interefl  and  glory  of 
Cnnft :  For  the  api>LHc  jpeaks  I  ioi>oi  trebly 
t-.r  &*3pbr?i£itttst  (ver.  is.)  awl  tells  ns, 
i’iap  u  14-  that  "  many  of  the  brethren, 
i4  vtiiHin*  confident  hy  liis  bonds,  were 
**  much  bold  ro  'Jbcjk  The  word  u-i'h- 


« 


w  Dot  yt  know 
the  proof  of  him, 
that  as&fon  with 
the  Father  he 
haih  fewed  with 
idc  in  the  goJpd. 


13  lliTn  ther> 
fore  [  hnpe  to 
Ji?nd  prtfcullj^  fo 
ftyon  I  fhatf  fee 
1\jw  it  will 
with  me. 


S° 


li  But  ^  trail 
irt  the  Lord,  that 
I  af.'o  ntyJelt  Ihall 
cutfc  Portly. 


*r  Yet  I  ftp- 

poled  it  neccffary 

to  tend  to  you 

Epaphr^ditatjitiy 
brother  ^ndeora- 
pairion  m  labour, 
and  fellow  fold icr, 
hue  your  taeflen- 
gcr;  end  he  that 
jninHtrtth  to  tuy 
vaDU. 
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caufe,  and  glory  of  our  great  Lord  and  Saviour*  <and 
the  welfare  of  his  church  there,  than  in  fome  other 
places* 

2Z  But  ye  have  had  good  trial  and  proof, 
and  an  experimental  knowledge,  of  'Timsth/s  eminent 
qualifications,  faithfulntda,  courage,  and  zeal :  Ye  have 
feen  how*  when  we  were  together  among  you,  {rffts 
xvi,  1  * — ^r  3  )  he  engaged,  in  the  face  of  all  hazard  and 
opposition,  with  me,  as  a  fellow*!  jbou  re  r,  in  preach¬ 
ing  and  propagating  the  gofpel;  and  I  afiure  you  he  al¬ 
ways,  like  me,  has  been  fee  king,  not  his  own  profit, 
but  the  profit  of  many,  that  they  might  be  faved,  (i 
Cor.  x.  33-)  >  be  has  been  willing  to  go  wherever  I 
Ihould  fend  him,  and  to  lay  himfclf  out  in  the  fervice 
of  Chrift,  according  to  my  dire&ions,  with  all  the  af¬ 
fection  and  chearfulnefs,  refpefl  and  duty  of  a  fon  to 
his  father;  he  being  indeed  my  own  fon  in  the  faith, 
(t  Tim.  i,  a.)  and  of  the  famefpiric  with  me* 

23  I  have  therefore  fixed  upon  this  excellent  and  ap¬ 
proved  young  man,  and  hope  I  (hall  be  able  to  fend 
him  to  you  in  a  very  little  time,  without  further  de- 
lay,  after  I  {ball  have  ,  taken  my  trial  at  Cafar's  bar, 
{/fSis  xxviii.  19.)  which  1  daily  expert  to  be  called  to; 
and  then  the  fa£t  will  prove  whether  I  am  to  be  dif« 
charged  or  not. 

24  But  though  the  trial  is  not  yet  over,  I  haro-an 
bumble  confidence  in  the  Lord  Jefus,- wbofc  I  am, 
and  whom  1  ferve,  and  for  whole  fake  I  am  now  in 
bonds;  that  by  his  overruling  providence,  and  gracious 
appearance  for  me,  I  (hall  be  acquitted  from  the  mali¬ 
cious  accufations  of  mine  enemies,  and  fet  at  liberty; 
and  that  thereupon  I  myfelf  may  like  wife  have  an  op¬ 
portunity,  ere  long,  of  paying  you  a  vifit,  according 
to  my  earneft  defire  of  feeing  you,  and  rejoicing  with 
you* 

2$  Neverthelcfs,  as  I  cannot  come  immediately  my- 
fclf,  and  Timothy  cannot  yet  be  fpared,  I  in  the  mean 
while  thought  it  proper,  and  needful  for  yenr  edifica¬ 
tion  am!  comfort,  and  for  giving  you  a  prefect  pledge 
of  my  affectionate  concern  for  you,  to  fend  back,  with 
this  letter,  the  beloved  Epaphroditusj  who  is  my  dear 
brother  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  minifterial  office,  and 
my  fellow- labourer  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ;  yea  and 
my  afiociate,  that  endures  hardships,  and  expofes  him* 
felf  to  dangers  with  me,  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Captain  of  falvation,  in  our  fpiritual  war¬ 
fare,  under  him,  againft  fin  and  Satan,  and  againft  fe* 
ducers,  and  ell  the  powers  of  this  world,  that  fet  them- 

fclvcs  ; 


ch.  s. 


The  FpgMr  to  the  Philipfians  paraphrajed.  23 


t6  Forhelotig- 
cd  after  you  all,, 
and  was  full  of 
liCivintfsjbccuu^ 
ih\i  yc  had  heard 
thtt  Lc  had  been 
tjck. 


if  For  Indeed 
he  w '4 s  tick  nigh 
unto  death  :  but 
G:-d  tad  mercy 
c  t  hi*Tij  and  not 
cm  him  only,  but 
or*  me  alio,  left  T 
fliWi  have  fer- 
tow  upon  Sorrow. 


fjelvea  in  oppoGtion  to  him  and  his  caufe ;  and  (*)  He  id 
jour  faithful  minitter,  and  kind  meftenger  to  me,  who 
has  fully  anfwered  the  cruft  which  ye  repofed  in  him, 
and  has  fupplied  me  with  fuch  corporal  refrefhments, 
by  your  generous  benefactions,  and  given  me  fuch  other 
afliftancea,  as  were  nccefiary  and  convenient  for  me  *. 

26  I  chofe  efpecially  to  fend  him,  bec&ufe  be  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  defirous  of  viGting  you  all  again;  and,  like  3 
truly  fympatbizing  friend,  was  extremely  afBi&ed  in  his 
own  mind,  even  to  the  finking  of  his.  fpirits,  not  fo 
much  on  account  of  his  own  late  ficknefs  here,  as  of 
your  having  heard  of  it,  which  he,  judging  of  your  af- 
fe&ion  to  him,  by  the  experience  he  has  had  of  it,  and 
by  his  own  to  you,  concluded  would  be  an  occaGon  of 
much  grief  and  fore  diftrefs  to  you. 

27  For,  as  ye  beard,  be  really  was  feized  with  a  dip. 
temper  in  its  own  nature  mortal,  and  has  been  fo  dan- 
geroutlyill,  as  to  be  brought  to  death’s  door:  But  God, 
wbofe  prerogative  it  is  to  kill  and  fave  alive,  has  in  his 
good  providence  wonderfully  appeared  for  his  recovery, 
in  anfwer  to  prayer,  even  beyond  our  expectation ; 
which  was  a  great  mercy,  not  only  to  himfelf  f,  in  his 
relief  and  reftoration  to  health  and  eafe,  and  capacities 
of  fervice;  but  was  alfo  an  inftance  of  God's  fender 


*S  I  &nt  him 
therefore  the 
more  cunfFully , 
that  tvh?o  ye  fee 
him  again  yc  may 
Ttjoiec,  aodthat  L 
may 


compaflion,  as  to  you  and  many  others,  fo  particularly 
to  myfelf,  left,  by  |ofing  fo  dear  and  important  a  friend 
and  brother,  I  (hould  have  been  overloaded  with  this 
addition  of  forrow,  to  that  of  his  Gcknefs,  and  to  all 
the  other  troubles,  I  labour  under  in  my  confinement. 

28  I  therefore  the  more  ftudioufly  and  diligently 
(mtanTifjs}  difpatched  him  with  all  fpeed  to  you,  tbo* 
with  much  fell-denial  in  parting  with  him,  that  when 
ye  receive  him  in  a  good  ftace  of  health  again,  ye  may 
rejoice  at  the  fight,  and  I  may  have  the  fatisfattion  of 

contributing 

S  O  T  E  6. 


*  It  i*  fbppofcd,  with  great  probability,^ 
that  Kptephrii&tMt  was  paftor  of  the  church 
at  P&iifpi:  However,  it  h  evident  from  the 
chandler  the  apollk  here  give*  him;  that  he 
w»  1  miaifler,  and  wa<  ftirc  a$  a  meflengvr 
from  that  church  to  the  apoAle  in  his  bonds; 
and  he  if  fnppoted  by  many  to  be  the  funu 
that  u  ci (led  Kpaphrai*  Col  L  7*  and  iv, 
and  Philemon,  vcr. 

t  As  lift  and  health  arc  fa  tbatf.lv a  mer¬ 
cies,  and  fickueft  and  dealt  are  the  fruit  of 
fn  ;  it  is,  in  that  vi ew,  a  merry,  even. to  a 
£oid  man,  to  be  reflored  to  health  for  the 
fbrvtec  of  God,  and  the  food  of  others,  af¬ 
ter  a  threatening  itlncft ;  though  in  the  view 
of  the&tfipt*ctt  of  death,  in  a  happy  cn* 
change  of  this  frail  and  miMLii  life  lor  a 
Hd"Ld  iaimaruliiy,  it  h  Leucr  for  him te If 


to  die,  than  to  live  in  thU tronblcioire  and 
lioful  world,  (fee  chop,  i,  tj.)  And  the/ 
the  apoftlc  was  fo  much  afTcfledwhh  Rpa* 
fhttditot' s  fiefcnefs;  vet  he  fee  ms  to  have 
made  no  attempt  for  hiding  Mm  in  the  mi- 
racobirr  while  he,  Witlcf^,  as  well 
as  OfKtri,  prayed  for  hit  recovery.  The 
tea  [on  of  this  might  be,  beenufe  he  could 
not  perform  i’uch  miracles  at  all  times,  and 
whenever  he  pleated;  there  bdrg  no  wine 
hi  him  Pdf  for  it,  as  there  was  h  cmr  Lord-, 
which  was  a  glory  and  pnwtr  peculiar  to 
him,  (Luke  vk  19,  and  vi£i*  4IJ.)  and  be¬ 
cause  ftiinrplous  figns  uere  for  them  chat 
indievc  vw j(  t  to  coo-trro  the  gufpei  to  them, 
as  theapotlieiaid  olc^Hfirer,  (1  <ldr- xiv  at.) 
Hut  1  hers  teems  cot  to  have  been  any  fuck 
lUXjibn  fgj  wo*  king  tills  -Triad::* 
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tnny  Ik  the  left 
ronx>4fq(. 


ig  Receive  him 
therefore  in  the 
JiOrd  with  nil 
gUdficfj;,a  ud  hold 
fuch .  in  feptua* 
lion. 


-  Bwanfe  for 
The  wot  t  of  Ch  l  i  ft 
he  m^h  unto 
dealh.  not  regard¬ 
ing  his  fife  to  sup¬ 
ply  yogrtark  of 
fetYiee  toward 
&K* 


contributing  to  your  comfort  therein,  and  of  hearing  of 
his  arrival  fafe  and  found  ro  you,  who  (pared  him  fo 
long  to  mini  iter  to  me ;  and  fo  maybe  the  lefs  troubled 
at  my  own  lofs  of  his  company  and  affi (lance,  and  at 
my  other  affliftlons. 

See  therefore  that,  according  to  my  deGre  and 
hope,  and  your  own  warm  profefBons  of  lore  to  him, 
while  he  was  abfenr,  and  In  danger  of  death,  ye  cor* 
dully  embrace  him,  as  a  ferram  of  Chrift,  and  for  hU 
fake,  who  has  returned  him  alive  and  well  to  you  ;  Re¬ 
ceive  him  I  fay,  with  all  fpi  ritual  joy,  as  well  as  with 
humane,  civil  and  friendly  attention:  And  let  all  fuch 
faithfu  Labourers  in  the  gofpel,  as  he  is,  be  eftcemcd 
very  highly,  and  treated  with  great  honour  among  you, 
for  their  work's  fake,  {1  Theff.  v.  13*)  And  ye  ought 
in  a  fpeciai  manner  ro  flhew  the  highett  regard  to  Ep&* 
phr&iitvs  s 

30  Becaufe  it  was  by  means  of  the  great  fatigues  he 
underwent  for  Chrift’s  fake,  in  love  to  him,  and  zeal 
for  his  ioterefl  and  glory,  that  he  contra&ed  the  illnefc 
which  brought  him  fo  near  the  point  of  death:  he  ha¬ 
ving  been  atceflive  in  his  labours,  even  to  the  negle&tng 
a  due  care  of  his  health;  as  not  regarding  his  own  life, 
but  willingly  hazarding  it,  by  going  on-  my  melTages, 
and  preaching  the  gofpel  to  fuch,  a#  I  could  not  come 
at  in  my  confinement ;  and  by  often  attending  upon* 
and  mtruftrin'g  to  me,  and  fo  making  up  the  want  of 
your  perfonal  affifhnces,  which,  had  ye  been  here,  ye 
readily  would  have  afforded  roe;  by:  which,  at  this  dis¬ 
tance,  ye  were  incapable  of* 


R  E  COLLECTION  S- 

Howfv/eet  and  endearing  are  arguments  taken  from  divine  esn fetation s,  and 
Inward  glowfogs  of  love  and  companion,  to  brotherly  kindnefls  and  condefcen* 
fion,  humility  and  meeknefs,  and  a  fineere  regard  to  each  other'*  edification  and 
comforLl  And  how  engaging  to  all  this  ia  the  matchkfs  example  of  Chrilt  3 
Though  he  waa  really  G odt  poflefted  of  the  divine  nature  and  perfaffion,  equal¬ 
ly  with  the  Father,  and  fo  had  a  rightful  claim  to  all  the  honours  of  Deity;  yet, 
hi  his  infinite  love  and  pity  to  his  people,  he  (looped  fo  low  as  to  affume  human 
mture  into  perfonal  union  with  htmfelf ;  and,  in  this  nature,  inftead  of  (tuning 
forth  in  a)!  the  1 11ft res  of  Godhead,  he  ordinarily  concealed  them,  and,  as  it" 
were,  difrobed  hrmfdf  of  them;  and*  appearing  in  the  mean  Hate  of  afervant, 
fub  nutted  to  the  low  eft  and  fevereft  courfc  of  obedience  to  bis  Father's  will  and 
law,  till  he  fj milled  it  in  the  painful  and  ihameful  death  of  the  croft.  And  O 
how  meritorious  and  pleafmg  to  God  the  Father  was  this  !  He,  ns  the  juft  re* 
ward  of  it,'  has  exalted  him  in  human  nature,  and  office-authority,  to  the  high- 
eft  dignity  and  honour  in  heaven,  that  this  divine  Saviour  might  be  treated  as  the 
object  of  all  adoration  and  homage,  and  the  whole  world  of  angels  aiid  men 
might  he  brought  into  an  entire  fubieftion  to  him,  as  Lord  of  all,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father*  With  what  humble  caution,  fell1*  diffidence*  reverenefc  of  God* 
and  holy  diligence,  Jliould  believers  attend  to  the  things  that  relate  to  thttr  own 
falyation  !  Apd  wbat  rich  encouragement  have  they  to  it?  tincc  God,  of  bis  own 


2b*  in.  fie  EpiftU  to  the  Ph TLIPpiAN9  paraphrafcd.  3$ 

rood  pleasure*  is  ever  prefeot  with  them,  to  excite,  animate  their  ho- 

y  inclinations  and  performances  !  And  how  highly  does  it  concern  them  to  be- 
;;*ve  meekly  and  iaoffcnJivdy,  as  becomes  the  children  of  God,'  with  fliinuig  evi¬ 
dence,  and  a  recommending  pfofcfliou  of  the  gofpel  of  falvatton,  in  the  midlt  of 
i  corrupt  and  degenerate  age !  And  O  what  a  plesfune  is  it  to  the  faithful  for- 
rants  of  Chrift,  to  fee  this  happy  fruit  of  their  labours  !  For  the  producing  of 
(Ufa,  they  could  willingly  fubmit,  not  only  to  inaprhbnment,  but  even  to  death 
ilVlf,  and  rejoice  an  the  noble  teftimony  they  ihould  thereby  trar  to  him;  And 
when  they  are  under  confinement  For  his  fitke,  how  defirous  are  they  to  hear  that 
the  church 'profpers;  aitjd  to  fend  fuch  to  minifterto  them*  asroaybemoft  ac¬ 
ceptable  send  ufe fid  among  them  !  Though  there  be  too  many  that  feck  their  owtt 
things,  rather  than  the  things  of  JcfusCUrtft.  which  is  for  a  lamentation;  yet, 
hi  died  be  God*  there  arc  fotrnr,  who,  like  Timothy  and  Epaphroditus,  as  well 
a*  Paul,  are  heartily  and  affectionately  tin  pu  fed  tt>  lay  themfdves  out  difinUrdl- 
tdly  in  the  caufe  of  the  dear  Redeemer,  and  have  longing  defires  to  he  helpful  to 
the  faith  and  joy  of  his  people  :  All  fuch  are  to  be  received  with  gladacl#,  and 
to  be  highly  erteemed  and  honoured  for  their  waaVa  fake*  But  O  how  affixing 
is  it  when  fijeh  eminent  mfiru  merits  are  confined  in  bond?,  ora  re  Belt  nigh  unto 
death  i  What  a  fympAtbizmg  fuirit  is  there,  in  fnch  drcumfta  rices,  between  them 
and  all  that  truly  fear the  Lord )  How  willing  are  they  to  affift  due  another  .■  And 
viLiat  manner  of  rejoicing  is  it,  when  God  fets  his  prifoners  free,  and  has  mere/ 
on  his  fick  lemnts,  and  on  their  mourning  and  praying  friends,  iu  reftoring  them 
to  health,  and  to  capacities  and  opportunities  of  further  fa: vice  I 


CHAP.  III. 

apojlle  cautions  the  Philippian  s  again  ft  judaizing  futfe  teachers % 
whom  he  defer  the 5)  as  he  affo  does  true  Chrijiians  in  cppofition  to  them * 
jj — 3*  Recites  his  own  former  privileges ,  and  renounces  allthefe 
for  Gbrifti  4, — 8.  Exprcjfes  his  earneji  deftre  to  be  found  in  bimf 
and  bis  pr effing  on  towara  perfections  9, — 14,  And  recommends  his 
own  example,  to  the  imitation  of  other  believers  t  in  oppejition  to  the 
behaviour  of  carnal  prof ejfors^  IJ, — 21. 


Text, 

finally,  my  hre- 
A  thrni,  vtjniec 
is  the  I-ord*  To 
Mine  the  fame 
tinwtzs  :o  ytiD,  to 
iiv  tadetn  is  not 
r  Iht  for 

a  it  itk. 


Paraphrase, 

A  FTER  all  *  my  dear  brethren,  I  would  excite  you 
to  a  truly  fpi ritual  joy,  not  merely  in  anyexternaf 
helps,  means, and  privileges  ;  but  entirely  in  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift*  under  a  fenfe  of  bis  love  and  care,  and  of 
the  bleflings  yc. have,  and  hope  for  in  him,  that  ye  may 
not  be  perverted,  and  fo  robbed  of  your  holy  joy*  by 
judaizing  teachers;  I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to 
write  the  very  fame  things,  to  caution  you  a  gain  ft  them, 
that  I  delivered  byword  of  mouth,  while  I  was  prefent 
with  you,  and  have  ordered  Epaphroditus  to  remind 


NOTE* 


you 


*  Fipdtfj  is  not  ter?,  often  in  other 
places*  a  note.of  concluding  this  cpiftlc;  for 
the  apoftle  was  got  to  blit  aboot  th*  middle 
of  if,  and  was  nm#  entering  upon  h:$  main 
dcligrt  in  ii:  But  it  may  be  of  tike  import 
x ihk  firtbrrn&rt,  which  is  tied  byway  of 
t:ai:fiii'jn  V*  wlint  folio  a1  s;  and  yc; 


in  the  Loriti  may  look  both  backwards  and 
foruards,  batkw&rJ  to  what  he  had  laid  about 
trwt&ks  and  joy$\  and  fwmrd  to  what  he 
was  jromg  1®  add  afiainft  judaizuig  teadien; 
and  for  recommending  Chriil  and  glorying 
fit  him* 


4<S  Tie  Epiftle  to  f&r  Philippian*  parapbra fed,  Cb.  iii. 


*  of 

*>».  k*n«f 

cnUuim,  te- 
»nt  of  (be  <w 
«fian. 


you  of,  {chap.  ii.  25.)  and  this  I  do  without  any  reluc¬ 
tance,  as  if  it  were  irkfome  and  tedious  to  me  to  repeat 
old  things,  but  with  the  grcateft  pleaftire,  to  (hew  that 
I  am  ftill  of  the  fame  mind,  and  that  my  concern  is  as 
great  for  your  edification,  and  for  the  purity  of  the  gof- 
pci  among  you,  as  ever;  And  it  is  needful,  for  your 
preferration  and  eftablifhment  in  the  faith,  to  havethefe 
things  repeatedly  inculcated  upon  you,  and  committed 
to  writing,  that  ye  may  be  put  in  rememhrance  of  them, 
(2  fVM.  12.)  and  the  more  deeply  impreffed  with  them  ; 
and  may  have  opportunity,  on  all  occafions,  of  renew¬ 
ing  them,  to  fccure  you  from  all-tbe  uncertainties,  and 
tailtakes  of  oral  tradition  about  them. 

2  Take  heed  then  of  thofe  zealots,  and  have  a  ftritfc 


and  watchful  eye  upon  them,  who  really  are  as  worth- 
left,  vije  and  contemptible,  as  the  jews  have  thought 
the  Gentiles  to  be,  while  they  ufeJ  to  denominate  them 
dogst  (Mac.  XT,  26,  27.)  and  as  the  antient  falfe  pro¬ 
phets  were,  that  are  fpoken  of  as  dumb  dogs  that  cmid 
mot  bark,  (Ifa.  Ivi.  10.)  hut  they  are  fometimes,  as  evi¬ 
dently  malicious  and  injurious,  fierce  and  biting}  and 
at  others,  as  fiy  and  fawning  to  ferve  a  turn,  as  the 
wotft  of  that  fort  of  animals  can  be;,  and  are  juftfy  ex* 
eluded  from  the  bleffings  of  the  heavenly  kingdom. 
(&p.  xxii.  15.)  Ye  cannot  be  too  watchful  again!! 
them;  and  therefore  1  repeat  tbe  charge.  Stand  upon 
your  guard  againfl  thefe  evil  doers,  and  deceitful  -work- 
ert ,  (2  Cor.  xi.  13.)  wh6  labour. to  deftroy  the  truth  of 
the  gofpel,  and  the  purity  of  the  church  of  C brill.  Still 
further  to  fireogcheit  my  caution,  and  engage  your  at¬ 
tention  to  it,  1  fay  again,  the  third  time,  Beware,  with 
the  utmoft  circurafpeAion,  of  that  pernicious  fet  of 
men,  who  glory  in  theircircumcifion,  whidb,  as  it  is 
now  no  longer  an  ordinance  of  God,  is  no  better  than 
merely  cutting  off  the  forelkin  of  the  fielh  *;  and  who 
■end  and  tear  the  chutcb  to  pieces;  and  inftead  of  ha¬ 
ving  the  covenant  of  graee  confirmed  to  them  by  that 
tile,  as  formerly,  they,  by,  depending  upon  it,  cut 
them  (elves  off  from  Chrift,  and  all  tbe  benefits  of  the 
gofpe  1-cove 0 ant,  and  cannot  be  deem’d  real  Cbrifiians, 
whatever  their  pretence*  be.  (See  Gdl.  v.  2, — 4.) 


NOTE. 


3  For 


•  Tie  fft*  futtitig  ?/t  In 

vlfobm  to  arvamd&B,  which  the  ptdizzen 
Tloriod  m;  hot  the  apofUc,  to  flicw 

JiUoraicmpt  ofwbtf  they  fo.mucfc  ho* fled 
<iUg  the  tudfifri  rnd  he  fpcaksuf  the 
eircuntrijitw,  orofvh^  had  been  frgnified  l>y 
if  t  bs  the  piTilcge  and  honour  of  seal  Chrt- 


whether  they  had  been  dmmrifcd  in 
the  fldh,  or  opt ;  calling  them  t&<  tiramtifhu¥ 
(ver*  j.)  m«qing  in  a  fp<rttual  irn£e  the 
fipjifwi/t  J,  the  abftrafl  bring  here,  u  dfe  * 
where)  put  for  the  concrete,  according  la 
the  note  00  Horn*  ii,  i&. 


Jh.  ui*  7 %e  Epiflte  to  tie  Phiupphns  paraphrased*  VJ 


j  For  «e  are 


cirmmcilioii. 


rhtch  virflup 
}od  in  tho  fpirit, 
nd  rejoice  in 
Jhrift  Jefoi,  and 
i  rvc  no  conJU 
ioict  in  the  fldb: 


4  Though  I 
might  ilfb  bivc 
v'on6den«  in  the 
flefli*  If  any  other 
man  ihinkcth 
t  h  at  he  hath 
u  tttreof  he  might 
tmft  in  the  Mb, 
I  more: 


J  Cthumcifcd 
the  eight  day,  of 
the  flock  of  I  £ 
raci,  if  tbe  tribe 
of  Benjamin,  an 
HtHrcw  of  the 
Hcbrr^i  j,  as 
tiHichiogthe  Uv( 
a  P  harife; 


3  For,  in  oppafition  to  thefe.T*m barter*,  vhotnsf 
be  more  properly  called  the  Concise n,  .then  the  Ctrcum- 
ci/ion,  we,  who  are  G nee  re  believer*  in  Chrift,  whether 
JVwj  or  Gentiles,  are  after  the  bed  and .  mod  effc&ual 
manner,  circomctfed  in  bean,  (Dent.  6*  and  An. 
it.  28,  29.)  as  being  renew’d  in  the  Spirit  <f  oar  minds ; 
{Ephef.  iv.  .23.)  and  fo  are  partakers  at  that  tiremnei- 
fan  of  Chrift,  which  is  Ggnified  by  oar  baptifm,  (Cal  iu 
Jl,  12.)}  and  are  really  in  covenant  with  God ;  We  ac¬ 
cordingly  worlhtp  God,  not  by  ceremonial  rites  and 
carnal  ordinances,  nor  with  merely  external  exprrflions 
and  modes  of  religious  adoration}  bar  with  our  whole 
fouls,  in  the  exercife  of  fpiritual  graces,  under  the  light 
and  influence  of  tbe  Holy  Spirit,  according  to  gofpeL 
inftitutiom,  and  to  our  blcficd  Lord’s  own  dirc&ion, 
(John  is.  23,  24.)  And  (*«ua£w«!>t»)  we  glory  with  abun- 
dantjoy;  yea,  even  triumph  in  Chrift,  and  in  onrown  in- 
tereft  in  him,  as  the  Lord  our  rigbtcouftufs  and firength , 
(Ifa.  xly.  24,  25.)  and  as  our  only  Mediator  and  ground 
of  acceptance  and  hope :  And  we  renounce  all  depen¬ 
dence  upon,  and  expectation  of  favour  with  God  on  ac¬ 
count  of  circumcifion,  or  any  other  Jewijb  w&mmcu, 
that  pertain  to  the  flelb.;  or  of  any  thing  whatsoever, 
that  we  have  done,  or  can  do,  in  performing  tbe  rigb- 
teoufneft  of  the  law,  (ver.  6.)  by  natural  principles, 
which  for  their  corruption  and  weaknefs,  may  very  fit¬ 
ly  be  ftyled fiefh.  (John  iu.  6.  Rom.  it.  5.  and  viiL  5, 
—9.  See  the  notes  on  -thofe  paflages  in  the  Romans.) 

e  Tho'  as  to  tnyfelf,  were  there  any  dependence  to 
be  bad  upon,  or  any  advantage  to  be  found  in  ordinances 
and  privileges,  that  pertain  to  the  flelh,  or  in  anything 
that  the  Jttdaizers  have  done  in  their  carnal  un regene¬ 
rate  ftate,  I  might  hoaft  of  thefe  things  as  much  as  they. 
If  any  of  them  imagines  that  he  has  ground  or  matter 
of  confidence  toward  God,  on  account  of  flefhly  privile¬ 
ges  and  performances,  I  could  claim  as  much  on  this 
foot  as  any  one  of  them  all $  and  more  than  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  them  *,  and  efpecially  than  any  profelyte  can  do. 

5  As  to  external  privileges,  I  was  duly  circumcifed 
tbe  eight  day,  according  to  God’s  appointment,  {Gen, 
xvii.  1 2.)  I  am  not  a  profelyte  from  among  the  Gentiles , 
but  a  true-native  Ifraelite  of  that  tribe,  which  descend¬ 
ed  from  Jacob  by  his  beloved  Benjamin,  the  foo  of  his 
d eareft  wife  Rachels  a  royal  tribe,  from  which  the  firft 
king  of  Ifretrl  was  taken  ;  and  a  tribe  that  never  revolt¬ 
ed 


N  O 

*  Mr  Ttmt  thought  the  af>oft!e  had  hb 
rv*  upon  fume  particular  pt?Jbn  among  the 
that  endeavoured  to  draw  them 


T  E. 

off  from  drift  to  Jxd&fm ;  and  that  be  ’iris 
only  a  prtfclytt,  and  not  a  i:atirc  Jew  ;  and 
fo  the  hud  iuojc  lo  boafl  vi  tbui  lx. 
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fi  Concern  ^ng- 
ujJ  ,  pcrflcuiiTij 
iKe  ; 

ioudim^tltc  dfth- 
tCOQiJQH's  ichich 
H  m  rin  hw, 
bbmzklL 


J  But  vhat 
things  mt  jtfdn 
to  cot,  thole  I 
nxntdd  loft  for 
Chrift. 


3  Y^a,  doubt* 
Itfjj  and  I  rtHtfit 
si  It  things  hut 
loft  for  the  ex* 
ocileocj  of  the 
ktiovlcitge  of 
Chrift  Jrius  my 
Lord:  Cor  whom 
Huvt  differed  the 
loft  of  ill  things* 
and  do  count 
them  but  dunjf 
that  f  may  win 
Chntlj 


The  EpifiU  to  the  PhiltPpiANS  paraphfafeA.  Ch.  u;. 

V 

cd  to  the  idolatrous  worihip  of  Jeroboam's  calves  at  Dan 
and  Bethel^  as  all  the  reft,  except  that  of  Judah;  did :  l 
a  Jew  of  pure  extraft,  both  by  father  and  mother's 
fide,  and  not  an  Heileniftt  but  of  that  fort  of  Jews  that 
ufed  the  Hebrew  language  in  fynagogiie-worfhip:  And± 
I  was,  by  education  and  profeflkm,  a  Phartfoe,  the 
flritteft  of  all  the  JewiJb  fefls,  in  their  observation  of 
the  law  of  God,  and  the  traditions  of  the  elders,  (Affs 
xxi*  6*  and  xxvi.  5.  and  GaU  1*  13*} 

6  And  as  to  my  regard  to  thefe  privileges,  and  do¬ 
ing  what  I  thought  my  duty  in  correfpondence  to  them, 
I  came  behind  none  of  ihofe  that  pride  themfelyes  in 
them ;  my  zeal  for  them  was  fo  flaming,  that  I  was  ve¬ 
hemently  enraged,  and  went  into  moll  furious  methods 
of  cruelty  and  violence  again  ft  the  church  of  Chrift, 
A£h  xxti*  3,  4*  and  xxvi,  u.J  becaufe  their  principles 
and  profeflion  lay  in  difeft  oppofition  to  mine  :  And  at 
the  fame  time,  1  was  fo  finccre  and  careful  an  obfervec 
both  of  the  ceremonial  and  moral  law  of  Mofes ,  that 
neither  mine  own  confcience  did,  rior  any  ntber  perfon 
could  charge  me  with  any  flagrant,  or  remarkable  tranf- 
grefltim  of  either  parrs  of  that  law;  having  lived  in  all 
goad  confcience  before  God ,  according  to  my  light,  all  the 
days  of  my  jttdaifm ,  (A£l$  xxiii.  r.)  and  having  verily 
thought  that  I  did  God  good  fervice  in  perfecting  his 
New  Teftamenc-Church.  ( Acts  xxvi.  9.) 

7  But  how  much  foever  I  once  thought,  and  any 
carnal  Jew  would  have  flattered  himfelf,  that  thefe 
things  were  of  thfc  greateft  advantage  to  me  in  my  fpi- 
ritual  concerns,  as  fuflicieiit  to  fecure  the  favour  of  God 
and  heaven  ;  yet  when  he  called  me  by  his  grace,  I  few 
that  they  were  all  mifgutded,  empty  and  deficient ;  and 
that  my  dependence  upon  the  bell  of  them  was  unpro¬ 
fitable  and  Injurious  to  me ;  and  fo  I  abandoned  them 
all,  in  point  of  truft  and  confidence,  for  Chrift,  and 

I  efteemed  them  as  nothing,  and  worfethan  no¬ 
thing  to  be  relied  upon,  in  competition  with  him. 

S  Yea,  and  /Mpy*  fo  far  am  1,^  even 

now,  after  many  years  knowledge  and  experience  of 
.the  gofpel-way  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift  alone,  from 
altering  my  mind  as  to  this  matter,  that  I  really  ftill 
reckon,  not  only  thofe  things,  but  even  all  that  I  have 
done,  in  a  way  of  religious  and  moral  obedience  fince 
my  converflon,  which  is  much  more  than  is  found 
in  any  carnal  Jrus\  I  count  all  this,  as  well  as  every 
worldly  enjoyment,  to  be  lofs,  in  comparifon  with  the 
fuperabundantly  more  excellent,  fiducial  and  experi¬ 
mental  knowledge  of  Chrift,  as  the  only  Saviour,  whom 

I  hum- 


ut* 


The  Epifile  to  the  Phi lippuks  paraphr/i/ed.  1$ 


9  And  ht 
nirnJ  in  him, 
n  it  having  mine 

o*n  righteour- 

i  p's,  uhtch  is  of 
the  taw,  hut  that 
which  is  through 
the  fai:h  of  (Thrift* 
the  rigtitcoufnefs 
u'hv.h  is  of  God 
hy  f-ith  : 


1  humbly  claim  and  trull  in  as  my  Lord,  according  to 
the  gofpel-difcovery  of  him;  for  whofe  fake,  and  in 
exchange  for  whom,  I  have  deemed  aU  things,  tbo* 
not  abfntutcly,  yet  in  a  comparative  view,  and  in  point 
of  confidence  in  them,  as  no  better  than  loft  5  *nd  have 
cad  them  all  away,  as  goods  are  thrown  over-board, 
when  they  endanger  (inking  the  fhip  y  and  I  do  flitl 
reckon  them  to  be  not  only  fo,  but  even,  if  refted  in 
for  filiation,  like  fuch  worthlefs  and  contemptible 
things,  as  dung,  diege,  or  dog’s  meat,  (r*^***)  to  the 
end  that,  («*)  by  an  utter  renounciation  of  them  in  poiot 
of  jufUGeation,  I  may  at  length  gain  a  complete  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  Cbrift,  and  of  all  his  Giving  benefits* 

9  And  this  I  do,  chat  when  the  Uriel  and  public 
(crutiny,  trial  and  final  decifion  of  my  {fate  fhall  come 
on,  I  may  be  found  in  Chrift  with  fafety,  as  in  a  city 
of  refuge;  and  may  be  found  to  be  vitally  united  with 
him,  as  a  member  of  his  mvfUcal  body,  and  compre¬ 
hended  in  him,  as  my  covenant-head  >  and  fo  may  Band 
before  God  in  judgment,  not  as  appearing  at  his  bat 
in  my  own  perfonal  righteoufnefs,  to  be  dealt  with  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  defert,  which  at  belt  is  very  imperfeiHy 
anfwcrable  to  the  requirements  of  God's  holy  law  ;  but 
as  clothed  with,  and  judged  according  to  the  merit  of 
that  righteournefs,  which  con  fills,  not  in  faith  iifelf, 
but  is  unto,  and  upon  all  true  believers  through  faith 
in  Chrift,  (Rom*  iii/  22-)  \  even  that  righteoafnefr, 
which  he  wrought  out,  by  his  obedience  and  fufFcrings 
unto  death,  to  the  full  fatisfaclion  of  law  and  juflioe  in 
my  room  and  Head;  the  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of 
God’s  own  appointing  and  accepting  for  juftification» 
and  of  his  imputing,  to  difeharge  from  condemnation, 
and  intitle  to  eternal  life,  in  a  way  of  believing  f. 

10  And 


NOTE, 


t  This  context,  I  think,  ai¥«  us  a  Uau* 
n;d  gradation  of  the  apaft£**  renouncing 
trait  and  confidence  in  any  rightttMfada 
iiat  that  of  Chrift  ;  He  begins,  vcr.  J,  <S>  T* 
with  renouncing  his  Jranfi  privileges,  and 
his  ph-irtf'jkx}  right  ecu fnefs*  which  cor  lifted 
iit  his  obfervanoe of  the  moral,  as  wtll  as  ct* 
remoaial  precepts  of  the  Jaw  1  For,  fame  at 
leal  of  the  PJuriftejt  expefted  to  Jrc  juflifieti, 
not  merely  by  a  ceremonial,  but  alfo  by  a 
moral  rigiiLcojdbcfs,  joined  with  It,  in  enu- 
t'uro.i iy  to  the  law,  as  appears  from  our 
lord1*  parable  of  the  Pbarifce  and  publican, 
Luke  xtiiu  11,  is.  nd  fuch  a  PharUce  the 
famous  Gamaliel  foetus  to  have  been,  if  vrt 
ti-+Y  judge  of  his  moral  character  from  the 
pvcibity  and  piety  toward  Cod  that  breathed 
iu  Jus  admirable  fpocch,  AQs  v-  3*,™??. 


Aqd  Paul^  the  Fharifee,  who  was  brought 
up  under  him,  wu  as  cunfricutious  an  oh* 
ferver  of  moral  obedience  as  any  Owhcr  of  that 
left  could  be  fuppofed  to  be;  force  he  de¬ 
clare*,  that,  even  in  that  Hate,  according  to 
his  then  fenfc  of  thing*,  he  had  Ai  lira!  in 
“  all  good  confcience  before  Cod,**  (AQ* 
Xxiii.  1.)  And  then  he  advances,  ver,  8,  0* 
to  a  diicharging  of  all  truft,  not  only  io  thr% 
but  alio  |ri  bu  own  pcrfunal  righteuufhefs, 
after  he  J>ccame  a  Chiifttan:  For  having 
(aid,  with  a  reference  hack  to  the  things  be¬ 
fore  mcmirmcd,  wlm  thing*  were  gain  to 
4i  me,  thofe  1  counted  lull;  for  Chtift,”  w. 
7.  he  adds,  ver,  St  **  Yea  tlnubtlcfs,  and  l 
M  do  count  tofs  for  Chrilt,  tliofe  things’* 
only,  as  we  have  it  before,  {vcr.  y.)  bat 
u  alt  things,”  without  csc^tbn  or  itfeive 

of 


lo  iWlnsy 
LflOW  hllOL  «od 
the  pmof  bn 
idbriedb*,  tad 
the  ftlbdhp  of 
hit  fidlcTOgvbc* 
h%  made  eon* 
hvimbbm&kit 
death; 


»v  If  by  any 
mots  I  ought 
itulfl  unto  the 
rc&tro&t qq  of 
the  tad: 


\x  Not  «tho* 
Ibid  already  at- 
ttiptd 
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io  And  my  earned  deGre  is,  not  only  to  be  found 
in  Chrift  at  the  lad  day,  but  that  to  the  mean  while, 
and  in  aider  thereunto,  I  may  have  an  experimental 
growing  acquaintance  with  him  in  the  glory  of  hie  per- 
Em  and  offices,  and  in  the  efficacy  of  his  refurre&ion, 
as  the  bead  of  the  body,  for  confirming  my  joyful  hopes 
of  eternal  life,  on  that  foot,  and  in  Virtue  of  it,  (i  Pet. 
i.  3.}}  and  for  animating  me  unto  the  mod  vigorous 
and  afiive  obedience,  whereby  I  may  ftiil  further  live 
to  God,  in  conformity  to  my  rtfen  Saviour  }  and  may 
be  daily  led  into  holy  communion  with  bim,  in  his 
crucifixion,  for  crucifying  the  old  man,  the  hdy  vf  fin, 
that  it  way  he  utterly  defrayed,  (Rom.  vi.  6)  *,  as  alfo 
for  patiently  enduring  alt  fulferings,  even  unto  death, 
for  his  fake,  in  conformity  to'  him;  who  died,  and  rofe 
again. 

It  This  is  my  con  (hin  t  aim  and  purfuit,  that  by 
thefc,  and  all  other  means  of  God's  appointment,  1  in 
due  time  *  may  arrive,  like  failors  to  tbeir  port,  at  that 
com  pleat  date  of  all  poffible  blellednefit  and  glory,  which 
the  children  of  God  (hall  enjoy  at  the  refurre&ion  of 
the  juft,  when  their  mortal  bodies  (hall  be  railed,  in 
a  reunion  with  their  fouls,  to  im mortal  life, 

12  1  own  that  I  have  not  already  f  received  the 
prize,  which  I  am*  running  for,  nor  (»*»  «*•»#«*)  am  I 

yer, 

NOTES. 


to?  thing  done  by  him,  after,  as  well  as 
before  converfion;  For  ver,  ?.  ffwws  that 
what  he  intended  was,  alt  righieoufnefr  of 
his  own  for  jufHfication  according  to  the  re* 
qmremems  of  the  hwj  and  he  declare*, 
that  he  pedifted  Hilt  in  rcnoMucittgeven  this, 
a*  infhffirien^  to  fortify  bim ;  and  lb  he  fee* 
afide  alUmagfoalMerightcoa  theft  ofonrowfl, 
id  oppoTitWft  to  that  of  faith ;  and  even 
faith  icfdf*  which,  is  as  much  a  work  of  rtgb- 
leoufaefc,  anti  as  much-  our  own,  inherent 
in  U|  and  acted  by  as  aoy  other  grace* 
or  Intone*  of  evangelical  obedience :  He  diiV 
cbfcns  re^anjitig  Mb',  ’  as  bis  fortifying  righte- 
oufntfs,  while  he  accurately  dirtinguStoia 
faith  from  this  rlghttaufiier*,  which  be  does 
not  fay  is  faith  itfelf,  but  is  u  the  rightebuf* 
nefs  which  is  of  God  through  faith  1**  and 
by  faith/*  as  God  imports  it,  and  faith 
receives  it.  (See  the  now  on  Rom.  iiL  xo. 
And  his  Tvimag  or  jedafog  Chriftt  and  briny 
fixed  iff  hinty  foems  to  relate,  not  merely  to 
has  hating  an  tntcrtA  in  GtSfid,  and  being 
united  to  bim,  but  to  look  forward  to  what 
he  Ihookl  be  it  death  and  judgment  t  for  he 
had  already,  and  knew  that  He  had,  a  Cure 
intereft  in  Cbrift,  and  fo  m  that  £nfct  was 
already  in  him  ;  and  yrt  he  fpfaU  «F  hi* 
prefeat  dclirc  and  purtbii,  that  he  might, 


upon  trial,  te  fined  a  partaker  of  this  tnui* 
prebenfive  hieffing,  which  evidently  relates 
io  fame  time  to  come,  as  exprc&d  in  the 
following  verftfc 

*  If  by  any  wans  (tt  here*  and*  if 
tbal  I  itsayt  (ii  xstij  ver  ix.  cannot  be  fairly 
underftood  to  fignify,  that  the  aportle  vis 
In  any  doubt  about  his  own  Anal  and  com- 
ptac  fa  tv  at  ion,  fioec  he  fo  often  fpeaks  of  his 
firm  expefhmon  of  it ;  And  therefore  the 
parties  (d)  iff  in  thefc  place*,  tt  not  to  be 
confniered  a*  a, particle  of  doubting,  bat  may 
be  rendered  fhait  a*  It  is  twice  together,  A£t* 
xxvi,  xj.  and  fo,  in  the  prefen t  Cafe,  it  on* 
iy  intimates  the  acccfficy  of  ufmgtbe  means, 
in  order  to  attaining  the  end,  [Sec  Zavckj 
and  Parte  on  this  verfe.) 

f  ASrtaty  attaint d  «  a  different 

word  from  mirtj  attain t  (wlamw)  in  the 
preceding  veric.  There  it  allude*  to  poTons 
arriving  in  a  iwbciir,  and  is  tifed  in  that 
fenfa;  A&s.  areuL"tp*  ahd  xmi*  11-  and 
xxvttu  i  j*  But  here  it  alludes  t*a  vlflor** 
receiving  the  prize's  and-  fo  this,  and  firrcrat 
other  terms  in  the  following  verfts,  are  tfjs* 
rifti&tii  taken  from  the Grttha  p me*,  then 
iu  ufe;  one  of  which  was  running' races  for 
«  pme  that  tn  be  won  :  and  it  ii  In 
this  view  that  we  are  to  confider  **  prrflfog 

**  ton  aid 
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'•Joed  ,  ^ either  yet,  like  thofe  that  have  finifhed  their  courfe,  made 
wT/wi  fot  perfefl  in  holineCs,  as  I  fain  would  be,  and  as  1  mall 
after;  ir  that  be,  before  I  am  honoured  with  the  crown  of  rigbtnvfmfi9 
I  imj  apprehmd  / j  Tim.  iv.  8.) ;  but  (***“)  1  purfue  my  race,  ftretchlng 
islb  i  i  rnipr*-  ‘OIt^  {bc  ntmott  eager  nefs,  that,  in  God's  way 
bended  of  Chrift  and  time,  I  may  reach  perfe£tion,  and  lay  hold  on  e- 
ternal  life  ;  for  the  attaining  of  which  I  ms 

laid  hold  on  by  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift,  who 
met  me  in  the  way  to  DamafctUy  plucked  me  as  a  brand 
out  of  the  fire,  and  took  pofiedion  of  me  for  hirafelf, 
that  I  might  be  eternally  laved. 

ii  Brahm,  I  IJ»  14  Whatfoever  others,  among  your  jndaizmg 
wont  not  myfeif  boafters,  may  pretend  to,  I  again,  my  brethren,  freely 
£ndrfi  but’fLt  ^knowledge,  that  I  do  not  reckon  myfeif  to  hare  al¬ 
one  thing  /  it,  ready  reached  to,  or  obtained  a  (late  of  pcrfeQ  boH- 
f-irjetiing  thoft  nef«,  any  more  than  of  perfedi  happinefs  j  but,  mine 
UhlSJudfeicht  c7e  '•  ®P°n  >*»  as  tbe  one  point  in  view  {  and  in 
iug  forth  on*  all  my  running  for  it,  like  racers  io  your  neighbouring 
w  thofe  rtimg*  games,  I  do  not  look  back  to  the  law  and  my  judaizing 
*  14.  performances  of  it,  nor  "to  the  advances  1  have  already 

mni  tbc  Mark,  made  in  gofpelholinefs »  nor  do  1  regard  them,  as  u 
»hc  hi'h^allb^  ^efe  ettamments  were  fufitcient,  and'  £  might  ftop 
ofcol  lo  ChriX  thwe :  But,  as  it  were  forgetting  them,  and  ftretchlng 
frfoi.  -  forth  with  all  my  might,  to  come  up  to 

the  further  duties  and  exercifes  of  grace  that  lye  before 
me,  1  purfue  my  eourfe  toward  Chrift  and  heaven,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  main  fcope,  {*«r*  *■*»**»)  fixing  mine  eye 
upon  it,  as  archers  do  upon  their  mark,  that  I  may 
reach  to  a  Hate  of  perfeft  holinefs,  in  orderto  my  re¬ 
ceiving  the  prize  of  eternal  glory  *,  to  the  obtaining  of 
which,  God  has  called  me,  and  every  true  believer,  by 
Chrift  Jefus,  {a  Theff.  ii,  14,  and  1  Pet.  r.  10.)  with 
an  high  and  heavenly  calling,  that  comes  from  heaven, 
leads  to  it,  and  fliall  iffue  in  it  * ;  the  glory  of  which 
is  to  be  obtained  only  in  and  through  him,  with  whom 
our  life  it  hid  in  Goat  that  when  he  "Mho  it  our  fife  Jbatt 
appear r  ve  offo  may  appear  -with  him  in  glory .  (Col* 
iii.  3, 4.) 

1  j  Letn*  there-  15  As  many  of  us  therefore  as  are,  though  not  in 
fo.c,  u  m*ojr «  all  refpe&s  petfeft  t }  yet  fo  far  advanced  in  Chriftiani- 

*y» 

NOTES. 

u  towri  t he  mark  for  the  prize/’  to.  14.  f  It  is  plain  that  by  as  many  om  %t  ftrfrHy 
not  n  though  the  prize  wetr  to  be  gained  the  a  pottle  could  not  mean,  that  were  & 
for  the  reimmf,  (fotf  the  not e  oa  Rom*  vL  the  ftriftrft  fcnfc  of  the  exprri&in :  btanfc 
z3*  and  Ui  id-}  as  in  iheGmree  garnet;  he  had  jutt  before  faui  of  himfclf,  th tit  ho 
Lutoflly  it  the  aid  of  it*  is  running  is  the  vtff  Mi  clrti&y  pcrfrtt ;  and  yethehtrt  putt 
necefliry  means,'  according  to  God's  ap-  hlmfdf  In  ncnonf  thole  that  beftilei  per fcfls 
pointrtxnt^  of  obtaining  it-  and  it  is  not  to  be  fdppoieri  that  any  other 

*  As  in  Ckrift  JdJk$  may  relate  either  to  Chrift  hns  were  more  ptrfcft  than  himftfc 
tbc  bifk  caiBag  of  Gad,  or  to  ibt  prixtt  the  (See  the  now  on  1  Got*  li,  C 

pirapbraft  if  fumed  to  uktvin  boi  fcof«. 
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beperfrfi,  be  thus 
minded  :  aud  if 
in  any  thing 
ve  he  otherwife 
minded ,  God  {bait 
ttyciI  evtn  this 
unto  you;  . 


ty,  that,  in  a  qualified  fenfe,  we  may  be  called  perfcft, 
35  alt  the  eflcmial  parts  of  the  new  creature  are  formed 
in  us»  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  in  weak  believers* 
Let  us  artend  to  this  main  point  of  counting  all  things 
but  lofs  for  Cbrift,  that  we  may  be  found  in  him*  and 
be  thoroughly  conformed  to  him*  {ver*  7,-11.);  and 
if  there  be  any  of  you  that  are  right*  as  to  this  impor¬ 
tant  do£trine,  and  yet  have  different  fcntiments  from 
me,  and  from  thofe  that  are  like-minded  with  me,  as 
to  the  continuance  of  the  Mcfaic  haw,  zTL&atJevnJb 
privileges,  God  will  clear  up  even  this  to  you,  and  that 
ere  long,  when  the  temple  md-J&wjfb  ftate  fhallbe  dc- 
moliihcd* 


.  iff  Ncrmhe- 
lefs,  w hereto  we 
h«re  already  at* 
tain«d,lc*  us  walk 
by  the  Cam t  role, 
let  us  mind  ibe 
ianw  thing. 


17  Brethren, 
be  followers  to¬ 
gether  of  me,  and 
mark  them  which 
walk  P),  as.  jc 
have  us  for  'an 
co  {ample. 


iS  (For  niany 
wilk^'oT  whom  I 
have  told  you  of¬ 
ten,  a  sd  dow  tdl 
you  even  weep¬ 
ing,  that  thty  trt 
the  encmlctof  the 
croft  of  Chrift; 


16  However,  leaving  that  matter  to  God,  todifeo- 
ver  it  to  fuch,  in  his  own  way  and  time;  35  far  as  wc 
feverally  have  hitherto  reached  in  knowledge,  grace,  or 
bolinefa,  let  us  keep  clofe  to  one  and  the  fame  rule, 
and  pra&ife  according  to  it,  as  it  is  plainly  revealed  in 
the  facred  canon,  (*sw,i)  which,  among  other  things, 
allures  us,  that  in  Qhrijt  Je/us  neither  circvmcifion  a- 
vaileth  any  things  nor  uncircwncijion  ;  but  faith  which 
worhs  by  love »  or  a  new  creature^  (Gal.  v.  6.  and  vi* 
15,  i6<)  and  let  us  be  unanimous  in  our  adherence  to 
this  rule* 

17  I  would  fain  have  you,  my  beloved  brethren,  con¬ 
cur  one  with  another,,  iu  following  my  example  in 
principle  and  pra£tice,  aa  to  the  fore-mentioned  things, 
in  which  I  follow  Chrift ;  and  let  it  be  your  great  care 
to  obferve  thofe,  believers,  as  patterns  worthy  of  imita¬ 
tion,  who  walk  acccording  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel 
aftcr-the  fame  manner,  as  ye  have  it  exemplified  in  my- 
fe]f  and  other  mimflers  or  Chriftians,  that  are  led  into 
the  fpirituality  and  light  of  the  New  Teftament-difpen- 
fation.  - 

18  This  I  would  recommehd  with  the  greateftear- 
neltnefs  to  you,  to  prevent  your  being  milled  and  per¬ 
verted  by  judaizing  teachers ;  For  there  are  many  of 
them,  of  whom  I  frequently  warned  you  when  I  was 
with  you;  and,  finding  that  they  (till  continue  obfti- 
jiate,  and  are  fo  bufy  among  you,  I  now  again  tell  you, 
with  a  grief  of  heart  which  forces  tears  from  mine 
eyes,  in  conGderation  of  the  dishonour  brought  to  Chrift 
arul  the  gofpel,  and  of  your  danger  of  being. perverted 
by  them,  as  well  as  of  their  own  deplorable  condition, 
that,  whatsoever  their  pretences  be,  they  are  in  reality, 

both 


NOTE, 

}  The  apoftle.  a«ordiojj  to  his  wonted  appearance  of  often* al ion,  as  though  be 
wifdom  and  modcliy,  mentions  the  example  would  only  propole  Limivif  to  their  uuilst- 
of  otturs,  as  well  as  hi_s  10  prevent  tlou. 


Ch.  Iii. 


t$  Whofc  end 
>f  definition , 
wlicfc  God  U 
\  ht:r  belly ;  and 
"^hji  fiery  U  111 
(heir  flume,  who 

mi»d  earthly 

' 


10  For  oorcott- 
eerfitinn  U  in 
ti^vcii  ,  from 
whence  we 
look  fur  i hr  Sa¬ 
viour,  the  Lott! 
Jefus  Chrift: 


«  Who  (hall 
change  out  vile 
boJv*:hat  it  may 
be  faftiKmed  like 
unto  his  glorious 
body,  according 

to  the  working 
whereby  he  is  able 
even 
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both  do&rinally  *  and  pra£tically,  the  word  or  all  e- 
nemtes  to  the  fundamental  article  of  falvation  alone 
by  a  crucified  Chrift,  through  his  atoning  death,  aad 
are  utterly  averfcto  taking  up  their  crofs  and  following 
him ;  all  which  will  turn  to  their  own  confufion. 

.  ip  Who,  in  the  winding  up  of  things  at  lad,  will 
find  it  to  ilTue  in  their  eternal  perdition,  as  they  are  de¬ 
ceitful  workers^  vshofe  end  jball  be  actor  ding  to  their 
works,  (a  Cor.  xi,  i  j.)  Nor  can  it  he  cxpe<5ed  to  be 
otherwise  with  fitch  fort  of  men,  who  make  the  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  carnal  views  and  pie  a  Cures  their  principal  aim, 
and  lb  fet  up  the  pampering  of  their  own  appetites  as 
their  chief  good,  indead  of,  and  in  oppnfition  to  God 
and  his  glory  j  who  a] Co  arc  fo  fond  of  deceiving,  and 
making  a  gain  of  their  converts  to  promote  their  fecjilur 
interefts,  as  even  to  boadof  it,  which,  iudead  of  being 
to  their  honour,  is  really  matter  of  the  greatest  fhame 
to  them  •,  and  who  attend  to,  relilh  and  purfue  nothing* 
under  all  their  religious  profelfion,  but  mean,  empty, 
uncertain,  unsatisfying,  and  defiling  enjoyments,  that 
are-.of  in_parthiy  nature,  and  reLte  only  to  this  lower 
world. 

20  It  is  not  thefe  wdrthlcfs  and  pernicious  leaders 
that  ye  are  to  follow ;  but  ye  ought  to  imitate  us,  who . 
are  of  a  contrary  fpirit,  temper,  and  behaviour,  tunable 
to  our  mote  excellent  ftate  and  character:  For  as  we  are 
citizens  of  the  celefttal  Jerufalem,  our  hearts  and  'affec¬ 
tions  riling  above  the  things  of  earth  and  fenfe,  afeend 
np  to  heaven,  and  {»*»•»«■«***)  our  traffic  lyes  in  the 
daily  correfpondence  we  carry  on  there  with  Chrift 
himfelf,  ( CqL  iii.  I.)  from  whence  we  alfo  look,  long, 
and  hope  for  the  great  and  only  Saviour,  to  defeend  at 
the  lad  day,  even  our  Lord  JcfusChrift,  who  hath  pro- 
mi  fed  to  come  again,  and  receive  vs  to  himftlf,  that 
where  he  it,  there  vte  may  be  alfo ,  (John  xiv.  3,) 

21  Who  will  then  transform  thefe  vile  and  mortal 
bodies  of  ours,  which  carry  the  marks  of  our  humilia¬ 
tion  in  their  weaknefr,  wearinefs,  and  infirmity,  and 
in  their  being  clogs  and  hindrances  to  the  fpiritual  and 
holy  exercifes  of  the  foul,  fince,  and  by  means  of  the 
fail,  and  which  will  be  meaner  and  mure  contemptible 
dill  iii  the  rottenneft  and'  corruption  of  the  grave  ;  he 

will 
T 

td  for  ?*Ufn u:  rites  to  avoid  reproach  and 
percent  ion  from  the  Jem  j,  mid  to  indulge 
their  appetites*  initrnd  of  enmity inj 

the  Heih,  with  the  ailfl'tfimis  and  in 

corf-mi^  to,  and  hy  virtue  dcrised  from, 

rirrifiv-afi  1 


N  O 

*  They  were  J&rm&l  enemies  to  the  crois 
of  Cbrilt,  as  they  did  not  deperd  upon  his 

iluth  alone  for  lairjnio®,  but  made  dreum- 
tiliun,  avd  the  rrb’crvitioit  of  (he  wi*o3e  ia# 
of  nrcdl;ry  to  it;  and  they  were 

/■'  jfticul  enemio-' 1->  his  croft  j  as  tlw  y  plead*  o:  Cbi  iu* 

Vo!.  V,  f  C 
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even  to  fubduc  will  then  mate  a  glorious  change  upon  them,  that  they 
hiniidr"^5  U,,f0  may  in  3  beautiful  and.  Alining  refemblance  of  his 
own  moft  glorious  body,  (fee  i  Car.  iv.  47t  4^>  491)* 
according  to  the  wonderful  energy  and  operation  of  his 
almighty  powert  which  can:  be  no  lefs  ^  than  divine, 
(Ms  xx vi.  8.  Ram*  i v.  17.  and  Ephef.  i.  19,  20.)  by 
which  our  blefl'ed  Lord  is  able  .to  overcome  all  difficul¬ 
ties,  aa  he  certainly  will,  in  bringing  every  thing  that 
oppofes  bim  into  an  entire  fubjc&ion  to  himfelf,  as 
well  as  in  deftroying  the  laft  enemy,  , which  is  death, 
(l  Cor.  is.  26.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


Wbat  need  have  Chriftiing  to  be  often  warned  of  feducers  !  Faithful  nrinifters 
ill  Quid  never  be  weary  of  cautioning  them*  or  of  putting  them  upon  the  raoft  dili- 
gent  watch  agair.ft  thofe  that  carp  and  cavil  at  the  purity  of  the  gofpel,  and  arc 
themfclvea  fiich  workers  of  iniquiry  as  to  be  both  dodrinallyand  praftically  grie¬ 
vous  enemies  to  the  merit*  virtue,  and  honour  of  a  crucified  Jefos,  They  trull 
in  fomething  of  their  own,  inftead  of  bim  and  his  righteoufnefe ;  arid  yet  they  are 
fenfoal  and  carnal,  and  even  glory  in  the  moft  ihameful  enormities,  and  fe  cut 
themfclvcs  off  from  all  the  bldfings  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  entail  everlaft- 
iiig  deftnidtfcm  upon  thcmfefves*  But  0  how  happy  is  it  to  be  drcumcifed  !n 
heart,  to  be  fpirttuai  and  evangelical  worfbippm  of  Gtid,  to  rejoice  and  glory  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  place  no  confidence  in  external  privileges  and  zeal 
for  them;  no,  nor  ingrown  monrior  religions  righteoufnefs !  None  of  theft  are 
to  be  fet  in  competition  with  Chrift,  or  relied  uj*on  for  acceptance  with  God  to 
eternal  Hfe*  They  are  all  to  be  laid  afide  as  nothing;  yea*  as  loft  and  dtmg,  not 
as  in  thcmfdves,  but  as  fet  up  in  oppofitioQ  to  the  faying  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
being  found  at  death  and  judgment  in  union  with  him*  and  interred  in  that  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  bis  which  is  made,  over  for  juftification  through  faith  in  him*  And 
yet  how  carefully  fhould  we  guard  agsiqft  iteglefting,  falsification  and  hoHriefs, 
which  are  as  neceffary  to  our  enjoying  God,  as  juftification  itfelf  *  And  bow  de- 
firous  ought  we  to  be  of  having  fucb  a  knowledge  of  CRrift,  as  iliall  be  a  means  of 
deriving  virtue  from  his  death  and  rt&rreftion,  to  make  us  conformable  to  him 
io  both,  by  dying  unto  tin,  and  living  unto  God  I  The  moft  eminent  believers 
upon  earth  are  far  from  being  perfect  herein;  and  therefore,  without  taking  up 
with  prrfcnt  attainments,  fhoubd.be  continually  preffing  onwards  after  a  perfec¬ 
tion  in  alt  knowledge,  grace*  and  hofintfs,  till  they  fball  reach  it,  at  the  end  of 
their  race,  in  a  better  world,  according  to  what  thrift  defined  them  for*  when 
be  lay  ,  hold  of  f  hem  by  bis  Spirit,  Though  bate  Chriftians  are  more  advanced  in 
ligKt  and  experience  than  others;  yet  they  all  ought  to  be  of  the  fame  mind,  with 
refpeft  to  thefe  important  points ;  and,  as  far  as  they  have  attained,  fhould  walk 
together  in  brotherly  luve,  and  according  to  the  rule  of  God*s  word;  Audit 
there  be  any  thing  of  lefs  confluence*  ih  which  their  fentiments  differ,  they 
fhould  bear  with  one  another,  and  leave  it  to  God  to  convince  tbofc  that  are  mif- 
taken*  as  to  fuch  things,  after  all  proper  methods  have  been  unfuccefefotly  try'd, 
in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  to  fet  them  right*  How  ambitious  fhould  wt  be  of 
c^refullyobfemog,  and  copying  after  thofe,  who^  like  the  apoftte,fct  us  the  moft 
laudable  example;  whofe  hearts,  affections,  and  convcrfetfcwr  are  much  in  hea- 
ych.  likc  citizens  of  that  holy  and  delightful  Bate,  where  Jtfus  our  Saviour  lives 
in  all  his  glory;  and  from  whence  believers  look,  with  longing  defire  and  hope, 
for  his  return  to  take  them  up  thither!  And  O  what  an  amazingly  happy  change 
will  he  then  make  upon  tfcefe  frail,  contemptible,  and  mortal  bodies!  He  h:!1 
thtrii  form  them  into  the  likentfe  of  hie  own  molt  glorious  body,  by  an  a  A  of  di¬ 
vine  OiMiipoleuce,  which  furmounts  all  difficulties-,  aud  by  which  he  himfelf  is, 
and  wiftftrovc  to  be  able  to  vauquilh  death*  aud  all  bis  a;:d*  cur  enemies. 

CHAP- 


Cb.  ir. 
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C  H  A  P.  IV. 

rhe  apofiU  mof  afe8hnat*!y  exhorts  the  Philippians  to  Jland  fajl  vt 
the  Lord)  ver.  j.  Gives  dsrehlionsto  feme  particular  perfons  among 
themt  and  to  them  all  in  general ,  a*— 9.  Exprejfes  hit  great  fatis- 
failion  in  the  fuppfy  they  Jt ad fine  him,  and  hit  own  contentment  in  e~ 
very  condition  f  life,  adding  a  do xo  logy  to  God  the  Father,  10, — 20. 
Salutet  them ,  and finds  thifalutations  if  others;  and  ctofis  all  with 
hit  ufual  benediEHi»,  91, — 23. 


Text. 

’pHiTcforc,  my 
1  brethren  , 
kitrly  beloved 
iiid  lunged  for, 
tiy  ypj  and 
:rown,  lb  ftind 
*lt  in  the  LqfA, 
■:v  dearly  lelov* 


*  1  befeedi 

Fuodiii,wd  Ibt- 
feech  Syrtryehe , 
lhat  they  be  of 
[he  lame  miod  in 
the  Lord* 


Paraphrase. 

A  S,  therefore,'  ye  have  hitherto  continued  in  the  faith 
and  fellowship  of  the  gofpel,  and  given  good  proof 
of  your  holy  obedience,  (chap.  i.  j  .  and  ii.  r2.)  j  and  as 
I  have  exhorted  you  io  follow  my  example  in  a  per  feve¬ 
ring  dependence  on  Cbrift,  - and' pretli tig' toward  perfec¬ 
tion,  till  we  get  to  heaven,  from  whence  we  look  for 
the  Saviour,  (chap.  iti.  8,-2 1 .)  I  earnestly  intreat  you, 
my  brethren  in  the  faith,  fo  abide  ftedfail,  ami  unflia- 
keti  in  your  fiducial  adherence  to,  and  holy  profeffion 
of  the  Lord  Jefas,  and  in  his  ftrength,  as  your  Head  and 
Saviour,  whatever  difficulties  and  dangers  ye  may  he 
expofed  to  for  it  ?  and  (dp' this  with  the  greateft  affec¬ 
tion  to,  and  hope  concerning  you,  who  in  confedera¬ 
tion  of  ybar  commendable  behaviour  hitherto,  are  fo 
greatly  endeared  to  me,  that' I  in  oft  heartily  love  you, 
and  long  for  your  further  cfbMiOimentaiid  proficiency, 
as  alfo  for  an  opportunity  of  feeing  you  again,  (chap.  i. 
8.)  as  the  dear  fealg  of  my  mtniftry,  whom  I  think  of 
as  my  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing  now,  and  as  to  be  yet 
more:  abundantly  fo,  in  the  prefence  of  our  Lord  jifits 
Chrif  at  his  coming,  (1  ThcfT.  ii.  19.)  In  the  thoughts 
of  which,  I  want  words  fuflicicnt  to  exprefs  the  ardors 
and  overflowings  of  my  heart  to  you  f,  my  moll  affec¬ 
tionately  beloved  friends  and  brethren  in  the  Lord. 

2  I  in  a  particular  manner  recommended  it  t aEuodiar 
and  do  the  faine  to  Syntyche*^  that  they,  laying  afide  all 
differences,  unanimoully  agree  one  wirh  another,  and 
with  the  whole  church  in  love  andafle&ion,  and  in  the 

do£trincs 


H  O  T  J5  S. 

f  What  a  pile  of  wa?dt  Ami  the  apoftle  that  had  been  ronfiderahly  eminent  in  tha 
here  heap  up,  to  exprefs  the  f errors  of  his-  church,  hut  were  now  at  vajiance  one  wkh 
love  to  thet'e  fft/ipp'it'M',  and  ingratiate  him-  iheoiber,  and  had  been  tampered  with  by- 
Vi,  after  his  ufual  manner,  with  them:  as  the7«i>i>  zealot*,-  iu  pervert  them}  and 
‘luiugh  they,  and  they  only,  bad  Lngroftd  therefore  the  apoftle  intreatert  them  to  be  ir- 
.tia  ftflirtions.  enuciled  one  to  the  other,  and  to  continue 

«  swi.t  mil  are  mult  common-  ftcdfafb  in  the  fifth,  and  united  wiUi  the 

>*  iho  j^hi  to  have  bren  ( v.0  tromen  pf  note,  church. 

C  a 
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3  A«<l  1  irt 
treai  the*  alfo, 
true  yufcc-fcllow, 
help  theft  women 
wiiidi  bbonrti 
with  me  in  the 
jjoi’prl,  with  Ctc- 
meat  alfo,  and 
w«U  other  ray 
fdJmMabtuircrc, 
wiiofe  aa'tfica  we 
in  the  book  of 
life. 


4  Rejoice  in 
the  Lord  aiway : 

*sd  igain  l  jjy> 

Rfjoits*  - 


doftrines  of  Chrift  ;  in  their  adherence  to  them  j  and 
in  a  becoming  profeflion  of  them. 

3  And  1  earnefUy  befcech  you,  my  fincere  and  faith* 
ful  companion,  who  chearfully  draw  in  the  fame  yoke 
with  myfelf,  for  promoting  the  in  ter  eft  of  Chrift  t,  that 
you  would  do  your  utmoil  to  help  forward  this  good 
defign,  in  the  moil  prudent,  tender,  and  affe&ionate 
maimer,  by  advifing  and  exhorting  thefe  two  eminent 
women,  heartily  to  unite  in  the  common  caufe  again, 
who  were  very  diligent  and  aftiftant  to  me,  though  not 
in  public  miniftrations,  yet  in  fubferving  my  work  of 
preaching  the  gofpel,  by  private  inftrucHons  and  pray* 
era,  by  their  exemplary  behaviour,  and  their  fympathi* 
fing  and  undergoing  great  labour  and  fufferings  with 
me,  and  caking  care  of  me  in  all  my  wants  and  trials, 
while  I  was  engaged  in  that  work  at  Philippi ;  and  who 
were  alike  ferviceable  to  the  excellent  Clement  [j,  and 
feveral  others  of  my  brethren  in  the  miniftry,  that  have 
embarked  in  the  fame  glorious  caufe,  and  taken  great 
pains,  together  with  me,  in  fpreadihg  the  gofpel ;  and 
of  whom  lam  verily  perfuaded,  from  what  appears  of 
the  grace  of  God  in  them,  that  they  ate  favourites  of 
heaven  ;  as  certainly  and  particularly  chbfen  of  God  to 
eternal  life,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  as  if 
their  names  had  been  regiftered,  or  inrolled  in  a  book, 
among  the  appointed  heirs  of  falvarion,  [Rev*  xvii.  8.) 

4  As  to  the  whole  body  of  true  believers  among  you, 
it  is  your  duty  and  privilege,  confidering  all  the  blep. 
Gogs  ye  hare  in  hand  and  in  hope,  to  rejoice  and  tri¬ 
umph,  not  after  a  carnal,  but  fpiritual  manner,  in  the 
Lord  jefus  your  Head  and  Saviour,  as  I  have  already 
told  you,  {chap,  in.  i.)  and  now  repeat  it,  that  ye  may 
do  fo  on  all  occasions,  and  in  all  circumftances,  what¬ 
ever  fufferings  or  tribulations  ye  may  be  expofed  to  on 
his  account.  I  fay  unto  you  now  again,  that,  even  in 
the  midftof  them  all,  itisyourgreat  duty  and  privilege  to 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  in  your  fufferings  for  his  fake, 
{chap,  i.  28,  2p.  and  1  Pet,  iv.  13,  14.)  which,  being 
patiently  endured,  are  an  honour  to  him  and  yourfclves, 
and  will  finally  turn  to  your  own  belt  account. 


NOTES. 


y  Main- 


f  Who  it  was  that  the  a  pottle  calls  true  poling  him  to  he  a  married  man.  (See  Mr 
jdtt-fethv),  though  well  known  to  the  church  Pdrcts  note.)  And  it  lcern*  to  ate,  that  tiie 
at  Pbitippi,  is  varimifly  conjectured,  with  help  which  the  apoftk  dciirol  (his  per  Ion  to 
great  uncerUinty,  at  this  Jiliatice  of  time,  give  Eaepst  and  Sjatjebe,  related  to  a  n;ii'« 
Same  fiippnle  that  it  was  the  husband,  or  undcrt’aiidie^  that  was'bctween  fhtm. 
hrother  oi  oneof  the  women  beforcnientteii-  |  Who  this  Cltmenl  was,  whether  C!m,m 

ed  ;  others,  that  it  was  fome  gated  comps- ,  Kcmasu;,  or  fbmc  other,  is  rcry  uncemir. 
nion,  or  feHow-labturcrof  (he  -'pottle*!,  and  and  of  no  wjxitunu  for  us  to  know, 
others,  that  it  really  was  his  wife,  they  fup- 
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j  Let  yoor  j  Maintain  and  difcover  a  meek,  patient,  and  gentle 
snowa "uto  *5  temper  of  fprrjt  (««««*«)  towards  all  men,  ami  parti- 
tea.  The  L«rd  cularly  toward  your  very  perfecutors  themfclves;  and  a 
j  at  hand.  weanednefs  of  affe&ion  from  the  things  of  this  life,  as 
knowing  that  the  Lord  Jefas  is  near  at  hand  to  obferve 
your  behaviour*  and  -take  your  part;  and  will  foon  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  confufiou  of  your  JrwiJb  advtrtavies,  at  the 
dell ru£l ion  of  Jerufafem,  and  wilt  come,  ere  long,  as 
the  Judge  of  the  whole  world,  to  p.ut  an  end  to  the  pre* 
fent  ftate  of  things,  aod  all  your  afflictions,  and  to  do 
juftice  to  your  righteous  cauie,  and  render  tribulation  to 
them  that  trouble  you,  (3  ThefT.  i.  6.) 

*  B*  eaiefut  6  Whatever  difficulties,  wants,  or  dangers  may  be- 
IiCT«y  th^oety  ^  youi  relating  to  this  prefent  world,  take  heed  that" 
■jrjyer  aad  Tup-  ye  do  not  perplex  yourfelves  with  anxious,  cutting,  dif-- 
: location  with  trultfpl,  and  diftra&ing  cares  about  any  of  them,  (#«*» 

fa  how  ye  fhall  be  able,  either  to  bear  up  ondef 

nudcknoMBato  diem,  or  to  avoid  them,  or.get  through  them;  But  as  a 
L’°J-  remedy  again  ft  this,  («» »**«)  in  every  time  and  circum- 

ftance  of  things,  be  they  ever  fo  affli&ive,  leryour  ad* 
d  relies  be  prefen  ted  to  God,  who  loves  to  hear  you  tell¬ 
ing  him  the  defires  of  your  hearts,  (though  he  perfect¬ 
ly  knows  them  all  before-hand,)  that  ye  may  own  your 
entire  dependence  upon  bim,  and  pay  the  religious  ho¬ 
mage  dae  to  him;  and  that  he  may  glorify  his  own 
name,  as  a  God  hearing  prayer.  .  Let  this  be  done  with 
ail  forts  of  humble  petitions  and  pleas,  and  with  bel te¬ 
wing,  earned  importunity  and  perfeverance,  in  depreca¬ 
ting  evils  that  ye  are  attended  with,  or  in  danger  of, 
and  in  imploring  the  hleflings  ye  need $  as  alio  with 
■chearful  gratitude,  and  highaferiptionsof  glory  to  him, 
under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  un worth! nefs,  and  of  the 
riches  and  freenefs  of  his  goqdnefs  and  grace,  for  all 
the  mercies  that  ye  enjoy  and  hope  for,  in  your  very  . 
worft  condition,  which  might  be  w or fe  11  ill,  relating  to 
this  wot  id  and  that  which  is  to  come, 
tnd  the  7  And  anfwerto  your  humble  importunity,  and 
i»f"  God,  believing  requefti,  the  molt  excellent  p?ace,  which  God 
which  pafinb  gives  and  approves  of;  peace  with  him,  as  your-recon- 
i  t  u^iertlend  -  cj|e(|  q0j  a(jd  Father  through  his  beloved  Son,  torather 
v;w  hearts  and  wttn  a  fweet  fenfe  of  it  iji  your  own  fouls  i  peace  or  con- 
minds  through  fcience  through  the  atoning  blond  of  Jefus  ;  peace  with 
Cluilt  Jcfus.  .  and  the  peace  of  a  fanctified  heart,  arid 

of  a  quiet  calmnefs  of  fpirit  with  regard  to  all  other 
perfons  and  things;  even  that  peace  which  exceeds  all 
adequate  conceptions  of  believers  themfeives,  much 
more  of  thofe  that  have  not  experienced  it.  This  molt 
We! lent  peace,  whatfoevor  ye  may  fuffer  in  the  bodv. 
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win  defend  and  guard  onr  hearts,  as  m  a  ftrotig  garri- 
fon,  anj  fortify  yd»  ifttnds  with  a  holy  com- 

pofure  ;  and  fo  prefetve  your  whole  fouls  from  Gntiing, 
or  fainting  under  your  trouble#,  and  from  apoftarizing 
by  means  of  them  \  again  ft  which  ye  will  be  fccured 
through  the  knowledge'  of  Ch  rift,  and  your  union  with 
him,  as  your  Head  and  Saviour,1  and  through  his  merit 
and  fufferings  for  you. 

a  Finally,  i»rc*  6  To  clofe  with  a  recommendation  of  fome  general 
ihren,  whatjoever  duties  to  you,  my  brethren  beloved  in  the  Lord,  what- 

wh^tfocvnihhves  f°®v*r  things  are  true  and  fincere  in  wotds  and  adiors, 
dw  hontil,  wbai-  profeflions  and  engagements,  and  are  agreeable  to  the 
fb«cr  tiling,  4rr  word  of  truth,  and  the  reafon  of  things,  free  from  all 
things  hypocrify  and  deceit:  Whatfoever  things  are  venerable, 

'wiistfoeTmhLiigj  decent,  and  becoming,  in  drefs,  language,  and  deport* 
are  lovely,  what-  rudrr,  according  to  your  rcfpccii  ve  ftations  and  relations, 
oT^enod ^eponi  as  men  and  Chriifians :  Whatfoever  things  arc  juft 
if  there  he  an y  and  due  to  God  and  mar,  in  ail  your  dealings  with 
virtue,  and  if  an(]  them :  Whatfoever  things  belong  to  chaftiry 
thhlk^w^^thcrt  3n<^  Pur*fy  of  mind,  free  from  all  defilement  of  fin  in 
things.  heart,  fpeech,  and  behaviour  :  Whatfoever  things  are 

of  an  amiable  nature,  and-  render  the  fubje&s  and  prac- 
tifers  of  them  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man: 
Whatfoever  things  are  deemed  reputable  cfpecially  by 
the  fober,  wife,  and  religious  part  of  mankind,  among 
whom  a  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than  great 
tithes,  (Prov.  suit,  j.)  If  there  be  any  thing,  as  un¬ 
doubtedly  there  is,  in  all  this,  or  in  whatfoever  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  added  to  it  of  a  moral  nature,  in  the 
whole  compafsof  natural  and  revealed  religion,  that  is 
truly  virtuous,  brave,  atid  laudable  j  let  theJe  things 
dwelt  habitually  upon  your  minds;  and  often  reflect 
upon  them,  and  ftudy  their  nature,  obligation,  and 
importance,  in  order  to  your  putting  them  into  prac¬ 
tice  upon  Chriftian  principles,  by  divine  affiftance,  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  credit  of  ^our  holy  profef- 
fion  of  Chrift’s  name,  and  to  your  own  and  others  good, 
which hyv ,hhive  9  a,,d  fuctj  Iilcf  excellent' things,  relating  to 

both  learned, and  a  holy  life  and  conversion,  w  all  the  duties  of  morali- 
rcctiycd  ,  axid  ty,  a$  well  as  of  piety ,  which  yc  have  acquired  the 
wld  th^cotf  of  knowkdge  {^*«)  as  the  difciples  of  Jefcis,  and  have 
pc«c  Jhaii  be  jirofeflVd  to  aflent  and  content  to*  and  approve,  as  right 
T^tfryon.  •  and  fit  for  regulating  your  own  condufi ;  and  which  ye 
have  been  taught  by  my  public  imniftry,  2nd  private 
inftru&ions,  and  have  teen  exemplified  in  my  own  wall 
aruf  behaviour,  when  I  was  with  you.  Attend  ferriouf* 
iy  unto  thefe  things,  and  reduce  them  loro  practice : 
And  in  this  way,  God,  who  is  at  peace  with  you  throa 

the 


Ch.  tv. 


i»  B«t  1  re- 

juiced  in  the 
Lord  great  ly ,  f  h  at 

now  ut  (he  Uft 
y'uir  cart  <rf  oie 
iiach  Hourifbnl 
again,  wherein  ye 
were  alfo  careful, 
but  ye  lacked  op- 
port  nutty* 


n  Hot  ihzt  I 
freak  in  refpeft 
of  vant  *  for  1 
ha vo  learned  n 
wh  uti-crer  ftate  I 
am,  {here rti it  to 
be  ccuitcar* 


ft  l  I  know 
both  brnr  Eo  be  a* 
hjfrrl,3nd  Iknour 
hvm  to  abound : 
tfjry  where,  and 
iii  ftll  things  I  am 
iiiilruded,  both 
f:>  be  full  and  to 
be  hungry,  both 
to  abound  and 
to  fa  Her  need* 
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the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  is  the  author  of  all  inward  peace  t 
and  who  delights  in  the  profperity  of  his  fervants,  and 
in  their  orderly  deportment,  as  becomes  thegofpel,  will 
take  pleafure  to  dwell  among  you,  to  mamfeft  himftlf 
to  you,  as  your  God,  and  to  own  and  blefi  you,  as  a 
people  near  and  dear  to  him. 

10  But,  to  give  further  vent  to  the  grateful  fenfe  I 
have  of  your  kind  and  Chriftian  regards  to  me,  I  can* 
not  tell  how  to  forbear  repeating  the  great  fa tis faction 
and  joy  of  my  foul,  in  reflecting  on  the  love  and  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jefus,  who  inclined  your  hearts  to  a£t  a 
friendly  and  affeCtiooate  part  toward  me  for  his  fake 
now  again,  after  your  former  generofity,  ( ver *  i$,  16.) 
and  after  your  Teeming  neglcCt  of  me  (ince  that  time  j 
inafmuch  as  your  concern  for  fupplying  my  wants,,  in 
my  imprifonment  and  difficulties,  has  now,  at  length, 
vifibly  revived,  and  difeovered  itfelf  with  vigour,  (««*• 
*j™)  like  a  good  tree,  that  feemed  barren  in  the  winter, 
but  fprouts  again  in  the  fpring,  and  brings  forth  fruit 
in  itsfeafon  :  For  I  find  ye  were  all  along  folicitoufly 
thoughtful  about  fending  to  my  relief,  only  your  cir* 
cum  fiances  did  not  admit  of  your  doing  it  fo  foon  as  ye 
defired;  and  ye  had  no  opportunity  of  conveying  your 
liberality  to  me, 

11  I  do  not  mention  thefe  things,  as  though  I  were 

reduced  td  infuppoffable  wants,  or  were  uncafy  under 
tbofe  th^t  attended  me;  or  as  though  1  rejoiced  only, 
becaufe  they  are  now  fupplied  by  your  bounty  j  no, 
thefe  things  are  of  little  account  with  me:  For,  through 
the  viciffitude  of  tny  affairs,  aod  a  fanftified  ufe  of  them 
by  divine  grace,  T  have  been  taught  and  enabled  to  learn 
and  praftife  the  great  leflbn  of  Chriftian'  contentment 
in  every  ftate  and  condition  of  this  life  into  which  Pro¬ 
vidence  brmgsrne;  as  being  fyiiy  fafisfied,  that  my 
heavenly  Father  orders  what  is  beft  for  me,  and  that 
he  vitU  never  have*  nor  for  fake  (Heb<  xiii«  5*)  ; 

and  as  having,  upon  this  principle,  a  fufficiency  in  my- 
felf  x*t)  of  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  which 
fuppties  the  want  of  temporal  good  things, 

12  In  this  manner  1  am  brought  to  learn  the  happy 
and  holy  Drill  of  pofTeffing  my  own  foul  iir  peace  and  pa¬ 
tience,  when  I  am  thrown  into  the  mofi  contemptible 
and  humbling  circum fiances,  that  J  may  not  be  dejec¬ 
ted  and  difeompofed  by  them;  and  1  under  ft  and  the 
way  of  behaving  without  elation  of  mind,  or  being 
over-plea  fed  and  lifted  up,  when  providence  fmifes  u- 
pon  me;  Wherever  I  am,  and  into  what  firuation  of 
things  foevef  I  be  caft,  I  am  well  iaukued  in  the  fiered 

know- 
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lj  I  can  do  all 
thing*  thn>‘Chrift 
V’tnrh  ftrcngth- 

C.  14  til  i*lC, 


14 

fan  ding,  ye  Iwve 
veil  that 

’I'C  lid  communi¬ 
cate  .with  my  af¬ 
fliction. 
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knowledge  of  conducing  with  an  equal  and 

becoming  temper  ot  fpirit :  When  1  am  refreshed  and 
filled  with  provifions  for  bodily  fuftenance;  and  when 
I  am  hungry  for  want  of  them  ;  yea,  when  I  have  the 
greateft  affluence  of  the  good  things  of  this  life;  and 
when  I  am  in  the  greatest  degree  deftirutc  of  them,  1 
am  taught  to  exercife  the  graces,  and  perform  the  du¬ 
ties  that  belong  to  thefe  different  and  contrary  lots  and 
conditions,  as  to  external  matters* 

13  Not  that  i  am  fo  vain-glorious,  as  to  think  that 
I  can  do  thefe  great  things  of  myfclf,  or  even  merely 
bythe  ftrength  of  the  grace  that  I  have  already  received ; 
but  1  find,  by  daily  experience,  that  1  am  enabled  to 
perform*  not  only  thefe,  but  every  other  duty  that  1 
am  called  to,  as  a  Chriftian  and  an  apoftle,  through  the 
continual  concurring  aids  and  afliftances  of  ChritU  by 
virtue  of  my  union  with  him,  in  whofe  grace  I  am 
ftrongj  (2  Tim*  ii.  u)  and  who  is  ever  with  me  to  ani¬ 
mate,  excite,  amt  (Ircngthen  me  for  them. 

14  However,  this  does  not  at  all  Jeflen  your  kindnefs 
to  me,  and  concern  for  me ;  nor  detract  from  the  fca* 
fonablenefs  of  your  bounty:  Yc  have  sifted  a  truly  Chris¬ 
tian  parr,  which  is  veryaccepublc  to  me,  and  to  God 
himfetf  through  JefusChrift,  (ver*  18*) ;  becaufe  of  the 
love  which  ye  have  teftified  to  the  Lord,  and  to  me 
hU  prifoncr  and  fervaut,  in  that  ye  fympathized  with 
me  in  my  bonds  and  tribulations,  and  fent  a  liberal  and 
fuitable  fupply  formy  relief  under  them. 

jj  And  (J|)  to  fhew  the  grateful  fenfe  I  hare,  my 
dear  PWi'^i^w-breihren,  of  all  your  kindnefs  to  me,  I 
mention  it  to  your  honour,  and  take  pleafmc  in  re* 
minding  you  of  it,  that  not  pow  of  lac  only,  hut  alfo 
when  1  was  Bril  in  your  parrs,  and  preached  the  gofpel 
to  you ;  and  particularly  when  1  was  about  to  take  my 
leave  of  you  f,  and  to  go  from  your  Macedonian*  pro- 
aad  cri v-  -vince  imo  other  countries,  to  labour  there  in  the  work 
but  yeoflly*  of  the  Ijord,  no  other  church  befides  ycurs  contributed 
10  my  fupporr,  that  as  I  freely  gave,  and  they  received 
fpiritual  things,  fo  they  might  give,  and  I  receive  of 
their  temporal  things;  which  certainly  ought  to  have 
been  done  by  other  churches,  (l  Tim*  v.  ty,  18.);  tho1, 
that  1  might  not  feem  mercenary,  I  never  alked  it  of 
.them,  but  great  was  your  liberality. 

16  For 

N  o  t  £, 

t  THs  fhouM  lie  render’d  vcordinpto  of  it  to  their  grc«  c<m  ran  da  lion,  that  they, 
the  Utimde  of  the  ten  fc,  (oh  *r)  vlrtn  *nri  they  only  flwiiUI  do  it,  urhUe  he  vai  in 
Jvas  abt.ut  Mj«d<?ma  :  h'or  Thtj*  iurh  sn  opcient  chy,  through  the  no* 

f 2  tonic#  w»*  the  th\cf  diy  of  MnuJw ia  j  jrlcitofthe  Chrtrtiaiis  ttarc,  forced  u» 
and  the  apoftle  here  njendnns  their  fending  work  with  his  o>va  h;o^  for  a  livelihood* 
iw  hii  rent:,  white  he  A+as  thete,  *r:d  speaks 


j  j  Now  yeFht- 
I  ip  pun.',  know  al¬ 
io,  that  in  thebe- 
ginning  of  the 
jii^ipcl  when  I 
deparicd  from 
Macedonia  t  r.Q 
church  communi¬ 
cated  with  me,  as 
coitterni^g  giv. 
l*lg 
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iff  For  main 
Thtfli  tonics  yc 
fent  ^noe  and  *- 
pin  uaio  my  nc- 
ft  ill  tv- 


i  j  Nntbccsnfc 
I  4c(irc  a  gift ; 
Ut  I  dtfirt  fnit 
imy  abound 
to  yy>ur  account* 


r9  Bat  I  bvt 
til,  and  abound; 
I  am  full,  baring 
jeccWnl  of  Kpa* 
phrudbuf  the 
wtr* 

fiat  from  you,  an 
oHnftr  of  a  fwcct 
findl,  a  fa  orifice 
acceptable,  well- 
ptcaJrojj  to  God* 


f  o  Kut  my  God 
fh- 11  lupply  sH 
y\VJf  Irtid,  ac* 
*:o:Jni£  to  bis 
ric^oiti  iJlory,hy 
thrift  Jefus* 


16  For  even  white  I  was  miniflring  at  7beffaloMcat 
where  I  met  with  the  molt  violent  and  outrageous  op- 
pofition  from  the  unbelieving  jkmr,  (A&$  ivii.  5,  &c.) 
and  was  not  (implied  with  nectflaries  by  the  Chriftisos 
of  that  rich  city,  but  was  obliged  to  Labour  with  my 
own  hands,  (1  ‘Thejjf.  ti.  9.  and  ad  Epift.  iii.  8.)  ye,  from 
time  to  time,  fent  generous  contributions  for  my  com* 
fortable  fubfiftence,  in  the  preflmg  circa  hi  fiances  that 
then  attended  me. 

17  I  do  not  mention  thefe  things  as  a  fetch  to  get 
(till  more  of  you,  as  if  l  would  defire  you  now  to  do 
any  thing  further  of  this  kind  for  me  i  no,  hut  my  great 
aim  in  making  this  grateful  acknowledgment  is,  that  it 
might  be  u  means  of  encouraging  you  to  go  on  with 
your  ChrifHan  generolny  and  benevolence,  in  all  other 
cafes,  for  promoting  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  as  the  genuine 
fruit  of  your  faith,  and  love  to  him  and  to  his  people, 
every  where,  as  (here  may  be  occafion;  fruit,  that  will 
turn,  as  to  his  honour  in  this  world,  foto  your  own  rich 
advantage  in  the  great  day  of  account,  for  the  world  to 
come.  (See  Mat.  xxv.  35,-40,  and  Neb.  vi.  10,  18.) 

18  But,  as  to  myfelf  in  particular,  I  have  all  that  I 
need  for  corporal  fuftenancc ;  and  what  ye  have  now 
fent  Is  abundantly  fufficient  to  fupply  my  wants  - 1  have 
as  much  as  I  wtfh  for  ;  and  my  foul  is  as  full  of  joy  and 
pralfr,  as  my  body  is  refrelhed  with  your  benevolence; 
having  received,  as  1  hereby  thankfully  acknowledge, 
a  repeated  tettimony  of  your  affedion,  and  a  fubftanrial 
proof  of  it  in  the  colleftions  which  ye  fent  me  by  tbe 
hands  of  your  faithful  and  beloved  mefTenger  Epapbro- 
dituty  which,  to  allude  to  the  offerings  under  tbe  law, 
{Lev.  ti.  I,  2.  and  in.  16.)  are  an  odourof  a  Tweet  ftnell- 
ing  favour,  a  fpiritual  facrifjce  of  acknowledgment  to 
God,  which  be  accepts,  and  is  highly  pleated  with,  thro’ 
Jefus  Cbrift.  {Heb.  xiii.  16.  and  I  Pet.  ii.  5.) 

19  And  though,  in  my  poor  ctrcum fiances,  1  am 
not  able  to  make  you  any  temporal  recompencc ;  yet 
my  cove  nan  C-God  And  Father,  who  hath  inclined  your 
beam  to  drew  all  this  kindnefa  to  me,  will  not  fuffer 
ycru  to  be  lofeTs  by  what  ye  do  for  him,  or  for  any  of 
hie  faints  and  fer varus  for  his  fake  ;  but  will  make  you 
rich  returns,  not  only  with  fuch  temporal  good  things 
as  he  fees  to  he  needful  and  bed  for  you ;  but  efpecially 
with  all  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleffings,  that  are  fuited 
to  your  various  wants ;  and  he  will  do  this  in  a  glori¬ 
ous  manner  with  an  abundant  liberality,  like  himfelf, 
tn  proportion  to  his  own  infinite  treafures  of  grace  and 
glory,  which  he  has  provided  iu  Chrift,  and  gives  with 

him, 
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is  Ho#  unto 
God  dor  Fa¬ 
ther  Af  glory  for 
*icr  'dad  tvn, 


tv  Sibecrffy 
ioCbiiAjto 
tv  Tbc  brethren 
h#db  ot  *idi 
*  grew  you. 


^  Afl  the 
ftiMs  Gfwcyou, 
ducAj  duy  that 
m  of  Cdu't 
IwtifbolJ, 


mj  Tbr  jp-acc 
pf  oar  Lord  |<v 
faChrift  htich 
Too  all.  Amen. 
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him,  not  for  any  worthing  in  youifelves,  but  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  mediation,  and  by  virtue  of  your  union 
and  comTnunion  with  him,  as  your  Head  and  Saviour. 

id  Now  unto  this  alUfufficient  and  glorious  God, 
who  is  the  God  of  nature,  and  of  providence  and  grace, 
and  the  giver  of  all  temporal,  fpiruual,  and  eternal 
blefiings,  and  is  our  Father  in  Chrifl  Jtfus,  let  us  joint— 
ly  afcribe  all  poflible  honour,  thantfgmng,  bkffing  and 
nraife,  from  henceforth  to  all  eternity,  as  is  moft  due, 
both  on  account  of  what  he  is  in  himfelf,  and  has  been, 
is,  and  for  ever  will  be  to  us  j  in  teftimony  of  our  hearty 
concurrence  herein,  may  we  all  add,  Amen* 

21  Let  my  maft  cordial  and  Chriftian-love  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  all,  that  are  profeffionally,  and  I  truft  really 
renewed  and  fan&ified,  as  members  of  Chrlfl,  in  union 
with  him,  for  whofe  fake,  I  heartily  wifti  that  all  pro* 
fperity  for  both  worlds  may  attend  them*  AU  my  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  minifby,  f  that  are  with  me  at  Romet  de- 
fire  to  be  alfo  moft  kindly  remembered  to  you. 

2a  Yea,  all  the  profdTing  believers  in  tbefe  pans, 
who  in  charity  are  looked  upon  as  fanftified  by  the  Ho¬ 
ly  GhoO,  fend  the  like  afiuraiicts  of  their  love  and 
Chriftian  refpe£t$  to  you  :  And  more  efpecially  the  con- 
Terrs  that  hate  been  made  from  among  the  domeftica 
of  Ncrot  the  emperor,  and  continue  their  civil  Rations 
in  his  family,  are  fo  far  from  lieing  aihamtdto  own 
you,  that  they  dcGre  me  to  acquaint  you  with  their  af* 
iedionare  efteem  of  you,  and  fervent  prayers  for  your 
prefen t  and  eternal  welfare* 

?3  To  conclude,  as  T  began,  (f  jap.  i*  a.)  my  great 
defire  and  prayer  for  all  and  every  one  of  you  is,  that 
the  free  favour  of  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  yours  and  mine, 
may  he  ever  toward  you,  and  be  manifefted  in  all  its 
peculiar,  abundant,  and  diftingulfhing  fruits  and  ef¬ 
fects  to  each  of  you  fingfy,  and  to  all ,  of  you  jointly, 
as  a  church,  both  in  this  world  and  for  ever  in  the  next, 
Amen.  So  I  heartily  with  it  may  be,  and  humbly  ttufl 
it  will  be. 


RECOLLECTIONS,  ' 

With  what  affectionate  love  and  joy  do  the  miniften  of  Cbrift  think  of  the 
friiiti,  ac  brethren,  whtife  names  are  inrolled  in  the  book  of  life,  and  who  (bew 
benevolent  regard&to  tbenifelvea,  as  occa  lions  require  !  How  grateful  arc  they 
in  tbdr  ^ckpowledgments  of  the  kindnefr  of  their  Chriftian  friends,  not  from  a 
JctfiOi  temper,  but  from  a  dtfirc  that  they  may  bring  forth  fpiritual  fruits  of  faith 
and  lore,  which  fbaJL  turn  to  their  own  beft  account !  And  how  earneAW  con¬ 
cerned 


N  O 

t  Ih*#e  confidcr’d  theft  brethren  as 
sot  of  pritate  Chriftfeiis,  Enit  of  mhtifltrsy  to 
d&Bki$unfh  them  from  all  the  fliuti,  whoi 


T  E.t 

^durations  are  ftnt  in  the  nest  verfc :  (and 
fee  che  note  on  QqU 
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ceroed  are  they  For  Che  ettiWrfliment  of  Cbriftims  m  the  faith  and  flrllowflup  of 
the  gofpel ;  fbor1  their  continual  comfort  in  the  profrfiton  of  it ;  and  for  thdr 
onion  in  heart,  defign,  anjl  labpof,  to  help  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord  1  Aod 
<3  how  patient  towards  enemies,  and  how  vanned  from  this  world,  tftould  thqr 
be,  in  view  and  hope,  that  the  Lord  Jefue  will  fbon  put  an  end  to  all  their  trem; 
bleft,  and  frt  every  thing  to  dffhts  in  the  day  of  judgment  ?  They  nSfter  need, 
nor  ought  to  be  anxioufljr^blicrtous  about  any  of -the  affair*  of  tbfetife;  birt 
Ihould  commit  all  their  concerns,  by  faith,  in  prayer  to  God,  with  thanksgiving* 
for  his  many  mercies  to  them  ;  and,  in  this  wav,  the  molt  excellent  peace  which 
God  himfelf  will  give  them  through  Jefu&Chrift,  and  which  mccpicifiMy  furpaf* 
fe&  all  others,  and  all  adequate  conceptions  will  compofe,  fortify,  and  guard 
their  hearts  again  ft -all  tribulations  and  fears*  But  O  henv  concerned  fhouH  they 
be  to  cultivate  and  abound  in  every  thing  that  is  decent  and  becoming,  juft,  and 
equitable,  pure,  and  holy,  amiable,  and  excellent  in  it (Wf:  yea,  and  in  whatfo- 
cvcr  is  jiilliy  deemed  a  reputation  to  the  Chriflian  character  among  all  fort®  of 
men  !  If  we  are  enabled  to  ^radtife  thefe  things,.’**  they  have  bpe»  exemplified 
in  the  great  apoftlc,  we  may  depend  opon  it,  that  God  will  ddighHo  dwerf with 
us,  and  manifeft  h'miieif  to  us,  as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father*  Aod  O  what 
a  high  attainment  in  Chriflhmity  is  it,  when  we  have,  learned  bow  to  behSvc  is 
becomes  us,  in  proTperity  aud  adverfity,  in  fulnefe  and  in-want ;  aod  to  be  die* 
roughly  contented  in  every  trying  clrcumftance  of  lift  l  And  yet,  grata*  this 
attainment  is,  .every  true  believer  may  come  up  to  it,  -through  -Cbriffr-ftrag' 
tbenings,  as  well  as  the  apoftk  himfeif:  And  when  they  are  brought  to  tins, 
they,  though  grateful  fo.tbeir  benefactors  like  him,  think  they  have  enoughs  and 
abound  in  all  ni at  is  good  ‘for  them,  and  are  full  ofiweet  contentment  id  their 
own  fouls;  and  they  are  Satisfied  that  their  God  will  fuppty  all  their  real  wants, 
for  time  -and  eternity;  according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Clirift  Jefiu-  Airi  ^ 
how  abondant  muA  that  fupply^,  which  ia  anfwerabk  to  bis  infinite,  hjexhaoft^ 
ibk  riches",  in  giving  like,"  a  God  f  flow  cordially  ihould  Cbfiflian-filatitWs 
pjfs  between  the  faints,  in  Chrift  Jefua*  in  tbeir  converting  together,  a&T  writing 
to  one  another  l  How  attention  a  tel  y  ihould  they  wiih  and  pray,  Jhattbe  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  with  all  of  this  chara<5ter  !  And*  how  cheerfully 
unite  in  aferibing glory -to  God  their  heavenly  Father,  .for  ever !  Aesctu 
go  let  it  be  j  and  fc  it  will  be  with  .all  that  finccrely  love  him. 


A  P  r  a  c- 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Apoflle  P  A  U  L’s  Epiftle 

TO  THE 

C  O  L  O  S  S  I  A  N  S, 

la  the  Form  of  i  Pakaph&ase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  COLOSS  IANS. 

GOLOSSE  was  a  great  and  populous  dry  of  Phrygia  ;  and  this 
Epiftle  is  generally  thought  to  have  been  wrote  by  the 'apoflle 
Pout  totbe  church  there  during  bis  firft  imprifonmcntat  Rome,  a- 
bout  the  fame  time  with  thofe  that  were  fent  to  the  Ephejians  and 
Pbilippianu  Hence  many  of  the  fentiments  and  expreflions,  in  all 
tbefe  epiftles,  are  much  of  the  fame  ftrain,  the  occafions  being  much 
alike;  and  theapoflle’s  mind  and  heart  being  then  full  of  thofe  thoughts 
which  hetook  pleafure  in  communicating  to  the  churches ;  and  fo  they 
caft  a  light  one  upon  the  others ;  Only  there  feemsto  be  this  difference 
between  the  churches  at  Ephcfui  and  Philippic  and  this  at  Coloffe,  that 
the  apoflle  had  been  perfonaUy  among  them,  and  not  among  the  C»* 
JoflianSi  for,  in  this  Epiftle,  he  mentions  only  his  having  heard  of  their 
faith  in  Cbrifl  Jefui ;  and  of  the  love  -which,  they  had  to  ail  the  faints, 
^cbp.  i.  4.)  ;  and  ipeaks  of  the  great  confliEl  he  had for  them,  and for 
thofe  at  Laodicea,  and  as  many  as  had  not feen  his  face  in  the  flejh,  (chap, 
ii.  1.};  which,  by  the  moll  natural  conftru£Uon  of  the  fentence,  in¬ 
cludes  thofe  of  Coloffe,  as  perfons  that  had  never  feen  him ;  and  he  takes 
notice  of  Epaphras ,  as  a  dear  feUctw-fervant,  who  was  for  them  a  faith • 
ful  minijler  of  Chrijl ,  from  whom  they  bad  learned  the  dodlrine  of  the 
grace  of  Godin  truth ,  (chap.  i.  6,  7.)  and  who  was  one  of  theiaf elves * 
(chap.  iv.  12.)  from  hence  Tome  conclude,  that  Epaphras  was  the  firft 
that  planted  tbe  -gofpe],  and  gathered  the  church  at  Coloffe :  Cut  it  is 
ascertain,  whether  it  were  he  or  any  other  minifter.  However,  as 
they  were,  I  think,  mofUy  a  Cenfi/e-church,  and  the  apoflle  was  made 
a  minifter,  -  in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  the  Gentiles,  according  to  the  dif- 
penfation  of  God,  which  was  given  to  him,  {chap.  i.  iy, — 27)  his  prin¬ 
cipal  view  was  to  eftablifh  tbefe  Cohjf.ans  in  the  faith  of  the  gofpel, 

againft 
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againft  the  attempts  of  judaizing  teachers  to  bring  them  into  a  fubjce- 
rion  to  the  law  of  Mafet  as  nec  diary  for  lalvation. 

He  accordingly  begins  the  Epiftlc  with  bis  ufual  falutation,  ami 
thankfgivtng  to  God  for  what  he  had  heard  of  their  faith,  love,  and 
hope,  and  prays  for  their  practical  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  of  whom,  and  of  whofe  grace  to  them,  he  gives  themoft  ex¬ 
alted  ideas,  to  engage  their  adherence  to  him,  according  to  the  gofpel, 
{chap,  i.) ;  then  proceeds  to  difeover  bis  great  concern  for  tbetr  further 
efcabl  (foment  in  Chrift,  and  for  their  being  guarded  again  ft  thofe  errors 
of  philofophy  and  judaifm  that  interfered  with  their  relation  to,  and 
benefit  by  him,  {chap.  iL)  And  on  fuppoficion  that,  according  to  theic 
profeffion,  they  were  really  rifon  with  Chrift,  he  exhorts  them  to  hea¬ 
venly  mindednefs,  mortification  of  fin,  Chriftian-lovc,  humility,  and 
fevetal  relative  duties,  together  with  prayer  and  circumfpe&ion  ;  anil 
fends  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  his  own  affairs  at  Rome  by  TychicutvsA 
Gnsfmus,  with  falutations  from  feyera!,  of  whom  he  gives  high  enco¬ 
miums,  and  concludes  with  an  order  for  thisEpiftle  to  be  read  by  them, 
and  by  the  church  of  Laodicea,  and  for  giving  a  charge  co  Archipfar 
to  take  heed  to  his  ociniitry  j '  and  with  his  ordinary  benedi£Uon,  {ch*p~ 
iii.  iv.) 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

The  apoftle  Paul  fahttes  the  Coloffians,  ver,  1,  2.  Blejfes  God  Jar 
their  faith ,  love,  and  hopef  which  Epaphras  had  reported  to  him* 
3,-8.  Prayt  far  their  frtiitfuinefs  in  fpiritual  knowledge,  9,-13. 
Gives  a  magnificent  view  cf  Chrift,  and  of  his  grace  to  them  to  ffl* 
gage  their  adherence  to  him,  14,-23.  And  Jets  out  hit  awn  cb&- 
raster,  as  the  apoftie  of  the  Gentiles,  24, — 25. 


T*xt. 

PAUL  an  i- 
poftleof  Jo- 
las  Cbrifl  by  the 
will  of  Cod,  sod 
Timotheiu  our 


brother, 


Paraphrase. 

T>  A  U  L,  who  is  an  apolUe  of  Jefti3  Chrift  to  hear  a 
-*•  fpecial  witnefs  to  him,  as  hairing  feen  him  fince 
his  refurre&ion  from  the  dead,  and  afeenfion  to  hea¬ 
ven,  (x  Cor.  xv.  8.  foe  the  note  there,)  and  who  has  not' 
taken  this  office  upon  himfoif  of  his  own  head,  not 
was  put  into  it  by  the  authority  of  men  \  but  was  im¬ 
mediately  called  by  Chrift  hknfeif  to  fulfil  it  among  tbe 
Gentiles,  (vet.  15, — 27.)  not  according  to  his  own  de- 
forts,  but  according  to  the  free  purpofe,  commandment 
and  pleafure  of  God  the  Father,  *  lends  greeting ;  and 
the  beloved  Timothy,  a  faithful  brother  iu  the  mintftrya 
concurs  in  all  that  is  hereafter  written. 

2  We 


NOTE. 

■  The  apdflle  afloits  his  being  pm  iota  (he  G&gics  1;  and  he  here  with  great  in  ode  A- 
office,  by  the  will  of  God  tbe  Father^  the  ty  and  prudence,  calls  him.  hh  brdbtr  rather 
more  dTeftnaUy  to  obviate  the  objections  of  than  that  he  iu:jht  the  better  n.iA 

thefeife  *poftLc&  again!!  it%  and  he  joins  /*-  their  regards  to  him.  (Viti,  Z.tzthy  io  loo* 
mtfbj  with  btm&Jf,  not  to  add  to  his  own  an*  and  the  aotc  on  t  Cor*  l  j, 
thwntr,  but  co  ftrs.'nKthcQ  among 


4* 
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a  To  the  faints 
and  f-uthful  bre¬ 
thren  in  Chrift, 
which  are  *t  Co- 
lode  ;  Grace  U 
yp«i  «id 
M  0nd 

oar  Ptfher,  add 
the  Lord  Jeftu 
ChrilL 


God 


3  We 

tbank*  to 
and  the  Father 
of  oar  Lofd  Jtfas 
Chrifft  praying 
altftyj  for  you ; 


a  Wc  heartily  join  . in  Cbrlftiirv  falutations  to  all  the 
pro  ft  fling  faints,  whom  we,  in  the  judgment-  of  chari¬ 
ty,  account  to  be  holy  perfons,  and  whom  we'  c&nfider 
as  Gncere  brethren  in  union- with  Chrift,  and  faithful 
believers  in  bim  ;  we  particularly  mean  alt  of  thefe  ex¬ 
cellent  charters  that  refide  at  the  great  city  of  Colcjft 
in  the  province  ax  Phrygia,  and  that  ordinarily  aflemble 
for  religious  worfhip  there.  Gut  'heart's  deGre  and 
prayer  for  yon  is,  that  the  divine. favour,  and  all  man¬ 
ner  of  profperity,  as  its  fruits  and  efieSs,  may  abound 
toward  you  from  God,  our  common  Father,  the  origi¬ 
nal  fountain  of  all-  Meltings  ;  and  from  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  wbo  has  purchafed  all  good 
things,  that  they  might  bo  freely  given  to' yoii^  in  full 
confidence  with  the  rights  of  divhte  juftice  ;  and  who, 
in  concurrence  with  the  Father,  authoritatively  mid  ef¬ 
fectually  confers  them  upon  yon. 

3  We  molt  affectionately  unite  hr  tbanfcfgiving  and 
praife  to  God  on  your  behalf,  whom  we  addrefs,  for 
the  encouragement  of  our  faith  as  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great  and  only  Mediator ;  and 
fo,  as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father  through  him : 
and  we  on  all  occaGons,  prefent  our  fupplicarions,  to¬ 
gether  with  our  tbankfgivings,  to  him  for  you  in  every 
prayer,  (Phil.  i.  4,) 

4  This  we  bare  done  ever  Gnce  wc  received  an 
account  of  your  cordially  accepting  of,  and  trufting 
in  Chrift  alone  for  all  falvation  ;  and  were  informed  of 

genu*ne  fruits  of  your  faith  ,-as  manifefted  in  the 
brotherly  affeftion  which  ye  Bave  difeo vexed  various 
ways  towards  all  the  profeftors  of  his  name,  that  bear 
his  holy  image,  and  fo  prove  themfclves  to  be  fan&ified 
by  bis  Spirit. 

5  Our  prayers  and  praifes  are  thus  engaged  for  you  f , 
as  your  own  faith  and  love  aHa  are  to  Chrift  and  all  the 
faints,  in  corfideratkm  of  the  perfect  blefledoefs  which 
ye  juftly  hope  for  throngb  him/  and  is  hid  up  and  hid 
with  him  in  God,  (chap.  iii.  3.)  as  %  rich  treafure  nfes 
to  be  by  a  father  for  his  children,  and  is  referved  and 
fecund  in  heaven  for  you ;  which  heavenly  happinefs 
yt  heard  of  before  now,  when  the  gafpei  of  your  faiva* 
tton ,  (Ephef.  i.  13.}  that  true  and  faithful  word  of  God, 
was  fifft  preached  unto  you. 

6  Which  gofpel,  in  the  publication  of  it,  has  by  the 
good  providence  of  God  been  carried  to  you,  .without 

your 

NOTE. 

+  Ear  tht  bapt  ‘which  jj  laid  ttpfir  ?'*  or  of  their  frith  in  Chrift,  and  Ioyc  to  ill 
btavtn  may  denote*  cisher  riic  rosfxi  «f  ihc  che  famis,  and  therefore  bo;h  fcl&s  are  U* 
apoftle's  prayer  and  Uvinkfjjivxi^  for  ho;  iut^>  the 


4  Since 
bad-  of 
faith  in  Chrift 
Tdin,  u>d  of  the 


$  Porthehope 
'wUch  is  laid  up 
foryrni  lit  (tavcb, 
Whetfcof  ye  htird 
before  in-  the 
word  of  the  trath 
of  the  gofpel; 


,  0  Which  is 
conae  auto  yon. 


u 


i  U  h  ui .  d  tbe 
tiring 
:h  forth  frvitra* 

'  ifcth  aifoinyCKt* 
net  the  day  ye 
card  of  tty  ind 
new  the  grace  of 
jod  in  truth : 


y  As  ye  alio 
earned  of  Spa* 
:>lirui  our  dear 
ciki*  -  fervant, 
aIi-j  is  for  you  4 
f  ithful  miutfttf 
;>f  Chriftf 


8  Whoilfcdo- 
cUrtd  onto  os 
your  lore  m  the 
Ipitit* 


p  Fcfr  this 
rzm c  we  aho , 
(met  the  day  wc 
heard  ft,  do  pot 
ceafe  to  pray  for- 
you,  and  to  de- 
itre  that  ye  might 
be  filled  with  the 
knowledge  of  hts 
vmII,  in  all  wif- 
coci  and  fpl ritual 
it  nder  Handing  t 


*o  That  ye 
might  walk  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  Lord 
unto  all  pleating* 
being  fruitful  in 
every-  good  work, 
-*J  incrttGng  in 
itie 
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four  feeking  after  it,  as  it  ha#  been  to  the  Gentikj^  a* 
well  as  Jrvii  .dl  over  the  Roman  empire*  according  tor 
CbrilVs  comiDiiBon,  {Mark  xvi.  15.)  and  by  the  at* 
tending  power  of  the  Spirit*  is  an  effectual  means  of 
making  converts  among  them*  and  of  their  bringing 
forth  the  belt  of  fruit,  even  .faith,  love,  and  obedience 
in  them  ;  as  it  likcwife  evidently  doth  in  you*  ever 
Cnee  ye  were  favoured  with  opportunities  of  hearing  it* 
and  were  experimentally  acquainted  with  -a  real  work 
of  diyine  grace  in  your  own  fouls,  and  were  led  into 
the,  knowledge  of  the  doftrine  of  the  grace  of  God* 
and  embraced  it  with  a  Gneexe  faith,  as  the  truth  is  in 
Jefus. 

7  According  to  what  ye  alfo  *«)  were  infirnc*. 
ted  in, -particularly  by  your  worthy  miniftrr,  EpAphrAS> 
whom  We  own  and  efteero,  as  a  dear  brother  and  faith* 
fill  labourer  in  the  g'ofpel-caufe  and  kingdom  of  Chrift, 
for  his  glory  and  the  good  of  immortal  fouls ;  and  who 
is  in  a  Ipecial  manner  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  Lord  Je¬ 
fus,  that  fecks  not  yours,  but  you  and  lays  himfetf 
out,  with,  confeientious  care  and  diligence,  for  your 
fpirituai  benefit.  (See  the  note  on  {Phil.  it.  25.) 

8  Arid  who,  to  teftify.his  great  a  flexion  to  you,  has 
taken  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  us  with  your  hear¬ 
ty  lore  to  Chrift,  to  us,  and  to.  all  the  faints,  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  wrought  in  you,  atid  drawn  forth 
in  a  fpirituai  manner;  add  on  fpi  ritual  accounts*  by 
mean#  of  the  gofpel. 

9  In  refle&ion  therefore  on  the  pleafing  report  that 
Epaphras  has  given  of  your  faUh  and  love,  we  have  e- 
ver  face  been  excited  to  bear  you  continually  upon 
our  hearts,  in  every  folemn  prayer ;  and,  in  a  fpecul 
manner,  to  beg  of  God  for  you,  that  ye  may  be  yet 
more  and  more  enlarged  in,  till -your  whole  hearts  are 
Ailed  with  tbe  knowledge  of  his  mind  and  will  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  way  of- falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  your 
own  comfort  and  duty,  as  interefted  therein;  that  ye 
may  abound  exceedingly  in  a  judicious,  experimental 
and  pra&ical  acquaintance  with  his  manifold  wifdom* 
which  conduits  his  will ;  and  in  all  fpirituai  difceriuog 
of  fpirituai  things,  as  to  their  truth,  excellence,  and 
importance,  .and  as  to  the  good  and  holy  ufe  which  ye 
ought  to  m#ke  of  them. 

10  That  id  tbe  whole  of  your  walk  before  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  ordinances  and  commandments,  and  in 
all  your  convetfation  in  the  world,  ye  may  continually 
behave  as  becomes  the  gofpel  ofCbri/l,'  (Phil.  i.  37.)  and 
aft  up  to  the  dignity  of  your  relation  to,  am)  profeflion. 

of 
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the  knowledge  of  of  him  and  to  the  rich  benefits  ye  have,  and  hope  for 
00(1 '  from  him;  and  every  way  agreeable  to  his  holy  nature 

and  will,  and  acceptable  mail  things  to  him,  by  bring¬ 
ing  forth  every  fruit  of  right  eoufnei’s,  like  plants  of  the 
Lord’s  right  hand  planting,  that  be  may  be  glorified, 
3.)  and  by  being  ftill  more  and  more  progreffive 
in  a  transforming  acquaintance  and  communion  with 
God,  as  your  heavenly  Father  arid  Friend, 
it  Strcflgrh«-  1 1  We  alfo  pray  that  ye  may  be  abundantly  ftrength- 
tLnrdUn*11  to'llu  with  all  needful  aids  and  aflj fiances  of  his  Spirit* 

jU>r»n"Spower*  for  performing  every  duty  andfmice,  and  for  fuflain- 
uqio  all  patient*  jng  every  trial  and  conflict,  according  to  the  working 
f™1  wtST^^fuT  of  his  mighty  power;  which  he  exerts,  like  a  God,  in 
ar  ^  a  glorious  manner  toward  you,  that  ye  may  be  enabled 
to  erercife  all  patience,  in  a  fwcet  compofure  of  fpirtt, 
and  poileffion  of  yonr  own  fouls  in  peace,  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  affli&ions,  without  any  murmuring  at 
the  hand  of  God,  or  under  the  higheft  provocation  from 
men ;  and  may  be  helped  to  hold  on  your  way,  and 
hold  out  to  the  end,  with  a  noble  donftancy  an,d  forti¬ 
tude  of  foul,  in  fubmming  unto  the  will  of  God,  and 
beating  injuries  ;  and  in  doing  all  this  with  holy  joy 
and  triumph,  in  conGderadon  of  the  ‘great  things  that 
God  has  done  for  you,  of  his  being  continually  with  you, 
to  fupport,  (Iren  g then  and  comfort  you,  and  of  the 
glory  that  is  fet  before  you. 

unto  the  ^Father*  11  This  calls  for  praife,  inftead  of  complaints,  un- 
hith  made  dec  four  tribulations ;  and  as  ye  ought  to  abound  in 
us  meet  to  be  par-  that  delightful  tribute  to  the  God  of  all  your  mercies; 
berhanec  of't?"  we  heartily  join  in  the  moll  grateful  thankfgivings 
Ainu  hT light  1  **  for  you,  as  well  as  fox  ourlelves,  to  the  Father  of  our 
'  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  our  Father  in  him,  who  hath 
prepared  and  formed  us  for  the  heavenly  date  and  world, 
(2  Car.  v.  5.)  by  working  in  us  feverally  all  fpiritual,  ho¬ 
ly,  and  heavenly  propenGons  and  defires  after,  and  fit- 
nefs  for  the  glorious  inheritance  which  he  has  graci- 
oufly  appointed  and  provided  for  us,  and  has  promifed, 
and  will  give  to  us,  as  the  inheritance  of  fons  ;  an  in¬ 
heritance,  which  is  all  light,  glory,  and  joy ;  and  which, 
to  allude  to  the  (overeign  manner  of  hie  difpoling  of  the 
land  of  Cancan  to  Ifiraely  be  will  give  pofleffioti  of,  as 
it  were  by  lot,  to  ail  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  that  arc 
fandified  by  his  Spirit  here,  and  (hall  be  all  over  cover¬ 
ed  with  the  light  of  knowledge,  holinefe,  and  happinefs, 
in  his  immediate  prefence  hereafter,  where  they  fhall 
fee  light  in  his  light.  (Pfal.  jcsxvi.  9.) 

*j  Who  hath  13  Who  has  plucked  us  that  believe,  whether  Jtv/t 
theVepo*c/rt>or  °*  Gcnttlss^  as  brands  out  of  the  fire  ;  and  refeued  us 

dark-  .  with 


2ui. 

larkneft  ,  atid 
uOi  t  raulhtcd  ws 
mo  die  kingdom 
*i  lus  de«r  Sou; 


The  Spifile  to  the  Colossi  am Kparapbrafed, 


4# 


14  In  whom 
u*<  have  retkiDp- 
don  through  hh 
blood,  rt;^  the 
f-ir^tvcfifldi  of 
ii:is  : 


if  Who  is  die 
image  of  the  in* 
viilbU  God,  the 
firfi-bom  ofevery 
creature: 


with  a  mighty  hand,  (vr*w»)  like  Jisr^put  of  Sodom, 
from  the  tyranny  and  dominion  of  fin,  which  is  dark* 
nefs  itfidf,  (  l  John  u  6,}  and  of  Satan,  [Ad ft  sxvi.  18,)- 
who  is  the  prince  of  daikncfs,  and  had  taken  us  cap¬ 
tive  at  his  will  t  and  this  gracious  God  has  wrought  a 
happy  change  in  our  temper  and  ftate,  by  making  us« 
'Milling  people  in  the  day  if  bit  power,  (Pf.  cx.  3.)  and 
bringing  us  into  the  kingdom  of  grace,  which  is  erec¬ 
ted  by,  and  is  under  the  influence  and  government. of, 
his  eminently  beloved  Son,  even  the  Son  of  bis  molt 
peculiar  and  higheft  love,  (««*«.- «y«w  ■#«)  in  or¬ 
der  to  his  advancing  us  to  the  kingdom  of  glory  through 
him.  . 

14  la.  whom  we  have  the  belt  of  all  deliverances,  by 
the  price  ofredempeiots  which  he  paid  in  (bedding  his 
precious  blood,  and  giving  his  life  a  ranfom  for  us, 
even  a  complete  dtfeharge  frorr.  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  the 
curfe  of  the  law,  which  includes,  and  brings  after  it, 
a  deliverance  from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  from 
the  wr^th  to  come,  that  fin  had  deferred ;  as  alfo  au 
inheritance  of  all  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleifings,  that 
fin  had  forfeited  :  and  we  may  be  well  allured  of  the 
efficacy  of  Chrift’s  atoning  bicod  for  this  purpofc,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  riches  of  the  Pathei’s  grace,  (Spht-f.  i.  7.. 
fee  the  notes  there,)  frum  the  dignity  of  his  pcrlun,  and 
the  excellency  of  his  office. 

15  As  to  the  dignity  \f  Ait  perfen,  which  adds  an  in¬ 
finite  value  to  hlsfacrificc,  he,  in  ht$  divine  nature,  is 
theexaft  fikenefs  of  the  perfon  of  Cod  the  Father,  as  " 
one  in  e Hence  and  perfections  with  him  ;  and  he  accor¬ 
dingly,  in  his  incarnation,  and  office-qualifications  and 
performances,  is  the  representative  image  of  bis  Father, 
who  being  a  pure  Spirit,  is  absolutely  invifi  ble  in  his  owu 
nature}  fo  that  no  man  bath  feen  or  can  fee  him,  (Julia 
i.  1 5.)  and  this  divine  perfon  exifted  from  all  eternity, 
as  having  been  in  a  peculiar  inconceivable  manner  be¬ 
gotten  *  of  the  Father,  before' any  creature  was  brought 
into  being  ;  and  is,  infepambly  with  him,  the  former  of 

all 

T  E. 

is  laid,  not  that  ht  vai  iWe,  but  that  ht  it 
Itfort  ail  ibingf*  (Vid-  ifitL  lib,  spilt.  jt.) 
lit  |]»c  |ir(t  way  of  tin«1?H'Unu!>i4  Clih  jwf- 
5ajro;  according  to  out  it  relics 

tu*Chtirt's  o£i<vt  as  bead  ot  the  church  :  hi 
the  fetcuttJ,  it  relate*  to  wJUi  is  uUodly  talk** 
the  etcfra!  g;nerati;m  of  the  So. i:  in  the 
third,  it  rehtes  to  kisbeifi;  the  rifricn!  title, 
or  the  Creator  of  alt  xWnf*  ;  aiul  in  all  thclc 
views  ht  i?  vvohUcrcd  In  tbe  follow  itsg  veiled 


N  0 

1  The  wotvls.  (r^arvVx«f  urs^cjf) 

KKtUrM  thtftrfi'l&r*  «/  (very  crtatvrty 
1  y  alio  born)  or  Ixgstttn  fle/wv  fill  CTMthn :  Ur 
fas  Ifidwtm  aminit  wri:crol>^rifal)  if 
the  -:<■«*:  of  the  word  (rfST-riroir}  be  placed 
-Ml  the  IaII  fy liable  but  one,  tit  ft  cad  of  the  tad 
hut  two,  it  fionifk*  not  fwflftv/j*  the  prji4r~ 
fo{(rrti  but  afibth  (he  or  fom^ 

rr  of  all  things ;  iud  in  proof  of  ChrifTs  be- 
i  tig  fo,  it  if  added  in  (he  next  words,  fir  by 
:■  **  inert  ali  trtata if  and  rrr,  n,  it 

VoL*  V*  t 


Gh.u 
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all  things;  and  confequrntly  the  original  Lord'aird 
Heir  of  all  according  to  the  antient  rights  of  the  fiift- 
born. 

itfForby  him  16  For  by  him,  as  the  efficient  caufe,  together  with 
w*reJ*iu  the  Father  and  Splritv  all  things,  that  are  not  God, 

heaven,  and  that  were  brought  forth  out  of  nothing  into  being,  (fee  the 
ate  in  earth,  notes  on  Jobn\.  3.)  even  all  creatures,  that  are  in  the 
whether heaven  heavens,  and  in  the  ftarry  heaven  and  the 
throne/,  or  domi-  ait,  and  that  inhabit  or  belong  to  the  earth  and  fca ;  all 
nions,  «r  prind-  vifible  and  invifible  things  whatfoevev  3  all  the  higheft 
erl/'^aii^tUngi  ranks  and  individuals  of  angels  m  heaven,  aod  of  men 
were  crested  ^  upon  earth,  whether,  for  dignityand  authority  in  thole 
hjffl,androthiin,  respective  worlds  f,  they  be  ftiled  kroner,  in  alluGon 
to  the  royal  feats  of  princes ;  or  dominions,  that  have 
rule  and  government  committed  to  them  under  any 
form  wbatfoever  ;•  01  principalities*  that  are  in  high  and 
noble  Rations;  os  powers,  that  are  great  m  any  kind 
of  authority  and  influence  :  yea,  and  all  inferior  as  well 
as  higher  orders  of  creatures,  down  to  the  ftnalleft  atom, 
were  brought  into  being  by  fits  creating  power,  as  their 
original  caufe  t  and  alt  ,of  them,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  lowed,  were  created  for  him,  as  their  ultimate  end  ; 
that  he,  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  might  one 
way  or  other  be  glorified- in,  and  by  them,  as  they  ate 
the  works  of  his  band,  and  (hall  be  made  fubferviem  to 


IT  And  he  is 
,  lieforc  &1J  things 
and  by  him  ail 
things  cnftGii* 


And  he  is 
the  head  of  the 
baity,  tbe  church: 
who  is  the  h<~ 
pinning;  the  liriU 
born  from  the 
dad  ,  uhai  in  alt 
things 


the  defigns  of  his  mediatorial  kingdom. 

17.  And-  this  carries  an  undeniable  demonfiration, 
that  he  had  a  prior esiftence  to  all  creatures  whatfoever: 
and  as  we  are  laid  to  live,  move,  and  have  oar  being  in 
God ,  (Afts  xvii.  2 8.)-;.  fo  all  things  do  alike  fubfifl, 
Hand  or  continue  in  hint,  who  is  omniprefem, 

all-powerful,  and  a&rve,  in  his  providential  influence 
over  them  ;  as  they  are  continually  preferred  in  being, 
and- in  their  regular  frame  and  order,  and  are  animated 
and  upheld,  by  the  fame  vtord tfkis power,  (Heb.  i.  3.) 
which  at  firft  called  them  into  exigence,  and  which  he 
now  exerts,  as  Head  over  alltbings  to  the  church,  {Ephef. 

I.  22;) 

l9  And  as  to  the  excellency  of  ins  office  in  human  na¬ 
ture,  which  he  afliimed  into  per  for.  al  union  with  him- 
felf,.  this  fame  great  and  glorious  perfon  is  not  only  the 
political  head  of  direction,  authority,  and  government, 
in  like  manner  as  a  king  is  the  head  of  the  Aate  ;  but 

he 


N  °  T  E. 

f  TJ&rjrti,  Amwwdj,  printipflEtits  and  of  meq,  it  dill  further  tht 

tFV'crs  ace  terms  oficn  nud  to  fignify  the  tod,  1  think,  ihttr<  rut  k  no  iftiprop  iny  in 
trighfft  ardor*  of  angels ;  and,  perhaps,  may  k*  if  wc  aUo  tudude  tfrtm.  (ike  lir 
hemuofl  iinrretlhulv  defign  them  :  Rue  as  notdierc,) 

they  n it  alfo  tt&d  to  Jjjnifythchighcft  rank* 
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tbin«  he  might  he  is  alfo  the  bead  of  vital  influence,  by  his  word  and 
iKncc.  ^  ***  fpif'h  i°  the  church,  (which  is  as  intimately  united  to 
him  as  the  natural  body  is  to  its  head)  to  communicate 
all  fpiritual  life,  nourilhment,  growth  and  a£tivity  to 
all,  and  every  member  of  it,  the  whole  of  which  fpiri- 
tual  body  is  the  relative  fulnefs  <f  him  that  fiUeth  all  in 
ail3  (Eph.  i.  22, 23.)  he  accordingly  is  the  head  and  o* 
rtginal,  («w)  as  of  the  fprritua!  life  of  their  fouls,  fo 
of  the  refurreclicn  of  their  bodies  to  eternal  life  j  being 
himfelf  the  firfl  that  arofe  from  the  dead  to  immortal 
life,  and  that  by  his  own  power,  as  the  pledge  and  pat¬ 
tern,  qukkning  caufe  and  firlbfmits  of  the  icfurre£tion 
of  all  thofe  that  fieep  in  him,  (1  Cor>  tv.  10  fee  the 
notes  there,)  anu  he  is  thus  the  £,oi  d  of  the  dead  and 
the  living,  (Agt».  xiv.  y.)  that  he  in  all  things  might  bs 
preferred,  exalted  and  dignified  of  God,  and  efteemed 
by  the  church,  in  his  mediatorial  capacity  (as  be  really 
is  in  himfelf)  above  all  angels,  and  above  all  the  faints, 
fp  Frtritplca-  whomhe  condefeends  tocall  his  brethren.  [Rent.  viii.  29.) 
r«l  tit  Father>  iy  Fo^  in  the  (economy  of  falvation,  it  has  feemed 
that  in  bim  good  in  God  the  Fathci's  light,  and  he  of  his  own  in* 
finitely  wife,  gracious  and  holy  pleafu re,  and  in  honour 
to  his  Son,  and  in  Joveto  his  people,  has  ordained,  that* 
correfpondent  to  the  excellency  of  ChriH’s  divine  per* 
fon,  and  the  great  nefe  of  bis  mediatorial  work \t  an  all* 
fulnefe  of  gifts  and  graces,  merit  and  righteoufnefs* 
light  and  power,  fhould  .dwell  permanently  in  him* 
with  the  ut molt  perfe&ion,  not  for  himfelf  only,  but 
lifcewife  to  be  communicated  to  every  member  of  his 
fpiritual  body, that  of  his  fulnefs  thy  ail  may  receive  grace 
for  grace ,  (John  i.  16.)  and  that  he  ma  'p  fill  all  things, 
and  be  all  in  allt  (Ephef.  i*  239  and  iv.  10.) 
aoAadhiVfa^  20  And  God  the  Father,  (having,  through  the  re- 
i)!e  bwTof 'm«  dcraption  purchaled  by  the  hlood  of  Chrift,  (vcr.  14.) 
FcroTi)  by  bim  which  he  Ihed  in  his  painful,  fhamefui  and  accurfed 
t^nTonis*  Wmi  t*eat*r  *be  cro^s*  removed  the  enmity,  and  made  up 
by  him,  I  the  breach,  which  fin  had  caufed  between  him  and  his 
/jt,  »Krthcr  they  church)  it  hath  pleafed  him,  by  this  their  Head  and 
«rth  **or "things'-  Mediator,  to  bring  them  all  into  a  Hate  of  friendthip 

in  htMvcQ,  and 

NOTE. 

f  This  all  fahte/t,  *hich  dwells  in  Chrift,  Fatter  fistiM  feel!  in  t';m,  and  ii  placed  a- 
items  evidently  to  fignify,  of*  tlie  origifljl  midft  tint  p;irt  of  llickipofilc'j  tkfcnptio 1  of 
f draft  of  hit  deity,  but  hi*  tnc£atfr:ai diipcn-  him  which  relate?  irvd  imnirdiaidy  to  his 
fjiory  fijh’Cfe  which  he  received  of  lib  Pa-  v$id&s!tara£ift ;  the  sxprcflions  used  rfevp* 
thtfr  m  hi*  httnuo  nature  and  officers  pacify;  it.  p.  to  the  inhabitaiion  of  :he  d=!ty 

for  his  origin  j!  fwin*fs'U  tjfuniUUj  tf  i  n  the  m  m  b  Hindi  ftron^cr,  anti  with* 

}im,  and  In&fttiaUle  fruin  him,  as  fj*J,  and.  out  any  knit  of  t »Ui ar.d a:  the  tanfc 
does  n«i  depend  upuittbc  mere  »$jrf-TSu7J  iijjjf  o i  it,  w-hyc  it  fcUJ*  in  hi::i  tb  rJl  tbs 
flinfHTt  of  the  Father ;  lutt  tha  ttijitfft*  here  /■«*£/!  *}  ib?  Cvdb'jji  (Sc*:  l!ic 

Mentioned*  is  *Umt  wc  ire  told  h  pkttfsd  tbf  ilicic.j 

f  1 
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and  favour  with  hinifelf  \  :  It  has  been*  I  fny,  the  good 
pleafufe  of  his  will  to  reconcile  them  to  hhnfeif*  by  the 
peace  making  facrlfice  of  Chrift*  that  the  righteous 
demands  of  his  broken  law  and  offended  juftice  might 
not  be  executed  upon  them  ;  but  that  he  might  honour* 
ably  acfc  toward  them  U\  a  way  of  tcindnefs  and  friend- 
(hip*  according  to  the  riches  of  his  love  and  grace; 
whether  they  be  believers  among  Jew  or  Gentiles  on 
earth,  or  glorified  faints*  that  in  the  virtue  ofhis  Mood 
already  are*  or  ever  flrtli  be  in  heaven* 
it  And  you  2:*  22  And  in  conference  of  this*  yet  who  here- 
time  *aSic'tf(edC*  toforc,  in  the  days  of  your  unregeneracy*  were  etlran* 

and  g*Jd 


N° 

f  Gofsrecvitcffinj  sil  things  to 
chtr  \n  taribf  t.r  in  heaven^  daL-s  no:,  I  apptv- 
hendf  Include  ilic  h-.Jy  angrls,  who  having 
never  finned,  o^not  be  faiel  to  reconciled 
to  God;  bat  relates  only  to  all  the  iUntt, 
whether  on  erjih,  or  in  heaven,  who  needed 
to  be  reconciled  after  the  breach  that  fin 
had  rmide  between  God  and  tbcir»— —  -  ■■■■  ■ 
When  the  fenpture  fpvakaof  reeniu illation 
by  Chr:jit  or  by  bis  crofs,  bUodt  or  d*v/fr,  it  \s 
common Jy  exprelTcd  by  Gdd't  reconciling  ns  to 
and  flat  by  hh  being  to  jr*; 

the  leLfbnof  which  feerr*  to  be,  bocau&God 
u  rhe  G/epJerf' party,  and  we  arc  the  e^rWerf, 
who,  as  ftich,  have  need  to  be  reconciled  to 
him;  and  the  price  of  reconciliation,  by  the 
blood  ot'  Clin  ft,  is  p  *tA  to  him,  aod  not  to 
us-  Grctfas  olifciv^j  that  in  heathen  an- 
thon,  maft  being  reconciled  to  iheirgod st  is 
imderftnod  to  ftgnify  appealing  the 
anger  of  ihdrgo^s,  0>nri^nned  rcheb  may 
be  j'aid  to  be  rerun*  i'eri  to  their  fuvereign,, 
when  he,  on  one  con  lid  eiation  or  another, 
pardons  them;  thoirgh,  perhaps,  tjiey  (lit! 
remain  rchds  in  fheir  hearts  agrisA  him: 
And  when  our  Lord  ordered  the  o  ?  f  e  n  D- 
TSC  to  go  Mii  tc  rsetbu  ilrd  to  hh  OFFENDED 

brother;  (Mat eh.  t.  15,  *4,)  the  pLiio 
meaning  is,  that  he  fhmiM  go,  ai:4  tty  it* 
^;>pcafe  Kti  aasjcr,  obtain  his  forgive:,  cii, 
aid  regain  his  favour  and  inendlhip,  by 
1  umldinj:  himfelf  to  him,  *fcng  hw  pinion, 
*>r  fatklying  him  for  any  irijiry  that  he  might 
Lave  ikme  htm.  In  like  lii-iirncr,  God's  re* 
wnciiUg  at  U  himftif  by  the  cioft  of  Chi  if  I, 
does  not  fignify,  as  the  S*tirAaiis  tonund,  our 
l*einf  rtt.sni^lrd,  by  wrrvtrfoof  rn  ^  religious 
turn  in  our  heart*  to  God :  JJut  u  b  a  ieecn- 
lihatiop  trial  rcfolts  from  God's  ^nck^ifTy 
providing  and  accept  in  ft  an  atonement /or  ura 
that  be  might  not  inffcft  the  puniihment  up* 
ot:  us  which  weddened,  and  the  law  con- 
_cien-ucJ  o*  tv  T  hut  m;ght  be  at  peace  with 
l:«,  kuiL  receive  us  into  favour,  on  ChriiVe 
ucenunt :  For  this  rC'co;;c:Jiatio:i,  by  the 
rO/>  (^ri9y  \t  ii  a  w*y  of  a^OrienitrH 

to  divide  juAice  f*jr  Jin;  and, 


T  E, 

with  nfpeft  htminti,  we  arc  faid  In  be  rt- 
WntUeito  fJed  by  (be  death  of  hh  Son,  win'? 
-j.*f  Mrere  whiclt  of  much  the  tan,c 

import  Tvith  Gbriji*s  dying  for  tht  nngcdtjt  and 
white  wc-urercytt finnert,.  (Rom.  v.  B,  io  ) 

And  fltrr  wing  rteottoUd  to  Godt  by  Hpprovh  p 
ai  d  ecccptin?  of  hh  method  of  rccnnciKi^'n 
hy  JrthsChrffl7and,  ontbittr.ccuT^£Cmtn^ 
toruio^  to  him,  U  diftingutlhed  from  ^ 
ir  reconciling  us  to  hhntelf,  and  not  iirpi- 
K  thtg  rnnr  irefpades  to  U>,*B  on  account  oi 
ChrHFt  having  baen.mitJe  fin  for  utt  that 
u  wo  might  be  made  the  rightecufneft  oi 
lt  God  in  him-"  (a  Cor.  v,  i8, — at.) 
tt  culled  ChrliVj  11  making  reconciliation  frr 
**  iniquity,  end  making  iccODcilbtiou  for  the 
Cl  lint  or  the  people,"  (Did.  i%*  14-  and 
Hth.  ii,  ty,)  and  tniwers  to  the  emmouij) 
and  typical  reconciliation  which  wa*  made 
by  the  blood  of  ibe  faerifioc*  ttuder  the  law, 
to  make  ntot:enuni  avd  rttoxciCttiUn  far  Uriel. 
(a  Cor.  ^nd  Kztln.  xlv.  15,  *  7 . ; : 

and  which  war  frrquenlly  At^cd,  making  h- 
t4Kcme*i  for  fin  t  ntmtmthl  for  tbtr 

finis.  as  all  the  icgal  facrificci  of  atone* 
rveut,  and  the  truly  expiatory  fjcnficc  of 
Chiift,  were  otfcrrd,  not  to  the  of<ndtr$7  hi:: 
iv  God%  to  reconcile  himi  to  them  7  what  cjn 
rrrtraifuttfoit  l>y  ihc  d&»fbt  bJttdt  or  croft  ^ 
Cbri^  mein,  but  ttat  the  kw  and  juftice  1*1 
God  acre  thereby  fhtisfied,  and  all  obftriu- 
turns,  on  hi*  part,  to  peace  and  triemlftii-i 
loaard  fmner$  arc  rt moved,  that  he  m:gl  r 
n^t  purfuc  his  Hghtrous  demands  upon  them, 
according  Lo  the  hoty  rcicuunentt  ot  hh  ■ 
tore  and  wi1!,  and  thcih.-ejtn'ngiof  hh  L^, 
for  their  fins;  but  mighc  itiercifulU  fnrftjvt 
them,  and  rake  them  into  a  ftateuf 
wuh  hiodelt,  upon  their  rcctr'ving  the 
wrr,  or  (xnUw-nytn)  rtCMtiifahent  (Rum. 
V.  IT*)  by  faith,  after  ilic  effence  that  li:t 
had  given  him,  and  the  breach  it  h.:d  imd^ 
upon  (he  original  frieu^lldp  between  him  at..; 
them?  (V-d*  {wtff.de  S-iitf,  Qp  v:i.  y.u. 
Dr  Oa-ffl’s  aolwer  lo  ^iJdUh  CtieciiiJh 
&c.  Chap,  xx:i,j 


nri  enemies  m 
fur  mirul  by 
'eked  warki,yet 
*w  hath  he  ic* 
jnriJed, 
u  in  the  body 
!'  hii  flclh  thru? 
vath,  to  prdent 
-ju  holy  iml  un¬ 
ion  £db|e  ,  ant] 
nreprovcabU  in 
h  light : 


The  Efijlk  to  the  Cglosaians  paraphrafei*  J3 

ged  from  the  life  of  God,  and,  thro’  the  perverfe  r«afon- 
ings  of  your  own  corrupt  minds,  were  full  of  enmity  to 
him,  2nd  difcovered  you rfc Ives  to  be,  and  actually  be¬ 
came  more  and  more  fot  by  an  habitual  courfe  of  wick* 
cd  practices,  in  contradiction  to  him,  and  to  hi&holy 
hw,  (Em*  viii.  7.)  he  has  now,  upon  your  believing 
in  Chrift,  brought  into  a  ftue  of  reconciliation,  peace 
and  friend  (hip  with  himfelf,  by  the  human  body  of 
Chrift,  which  conCiicdof  flefh  and  blood,  like  the  bo* 
-dies  of  other  men,  even  through  rhe  merit  and  efficacy 
of  his  atoning  death,  who  his  own  /elf  bore  your  fms  m 
his  OTun  body  on  the  treey  (l  Pet,  ib  24,)  that  he  might 
prefent  you  to  bimfelf,  or  make  you  ftand  before  him, 
as  pure  and  holy  members  of  his  church,  without  fpot 
or  blemifh,  (Eph.  v*  27.)  and  that  nothing  may  be 
found  to  bring  you  under  condemnation,  or  reproof  in 
his  fight,  as  the  great  Judge  of  all,  or  in  the  fight  of 
God,  at  the  Jail  day* 

23  This,  I  am  well  fatisfied,  will  be  the  happy  t- 
vent  as  to  you  *»  fincc  ye  have  given  evident  proof  of 
your  being^Gncere  believers*  by  your  ftedfaftly  perfe- 
vering  m  the  faith  of  Chrift,  as  perfons  that  are  built 
011  him  as  your  foundation,  and  are  firmly  eftabJiftied 
in  your  dependence  alone  on  him  ;  and  fo  maintain 
your  ground  again  ft  all  the  artful  and  violent  attempts  of 
your  enemies  to  fhake  and  carry  you  off  from  Chrift, 
the  objr£tof  your  hope,  and  from  your  hope  in  him,  as 
fet  before  you  in  the  gofpel,  which  ye  have  heard,  at* 
tended  to  and  received,  and  which,  according  to  the 
true  intent  of  our  Lord's  com  mi  (Eon,  (Atari  xvi,  1  j*) 
has  been  preached  promifououlty  to  Gentiles  as  well  as 
fewty  under  what  quarter  of  the  heavens  foever  they 
dwell,  (fee  the  note  on  ver^  28.)  and  I,  Pauly  am  high* 
ly  favoured  with  his  fpeml  commiifion  to  tom  muni* 
cate  this  gofpel  particularly. to  <bc  Gentiles^  {Acts  ixvh 
16,  17,  IS*} 

24  And  feeing  ye  continue  in  the  foith  grounded 
and  fettled,  ver .  23.  I  mnv,  inftead  of  repining  at  the 
feverc  perfocutions  and  prefent  imprifouments,  that 

vhich  isjwhmd  ^  befallen  for  your  fakes,  oil  account  of  my 
Cf  the  Ml w  preaching 

T  K* 

v^rfr,  a *A  the  apofVe  of 

loving  ami  bchoMincr  tbrir  ■VrlF'irtnffs  In 
l!ic  f*iih  ^  thrift/*  (ch  tp*  tt  $-)  and  no 
argument  can  be  drawn  f'otti  hc-icc  ayahiifc 
the  pene;  (Manet  of  I  he  flinty  nr  tor  oukHj* 
their  m  ihe  tVrh  the  raw*  of  rhtir 

br;n£  {■  unrcpvov  cable  at 


s.%  If  ye  eonti- 
\  sc  in  the  faith 
;  funded  >»d  fel¬ 
icity  and  be  no t 
-r  ived  away  from 
Sr  hope  of  the 
^rtpel,  which  yc 
h^ve  heard,  and 
v:'-Ljbw^  preach¬ 
ed  to  every  crea¬ 
te  whibh  j$ 
under  heaven  ; 
whereof  I  pant 
am  made  a  mi- 
rlflcr: 


14  Wha  now 
reynce  \n  my  i kit- 
ferine*  for  you* 
and  fill  up  that 


#r 

K  O 

*  If  ye  rtntinai  m*ht  he,  more  agreeable 
tn  the  mpu  fliers  defigu,  rendered  finer  *r  eev 
i  vut'i  hr  the  particle  (nyt)  often  ftgitiftet 
as  in  1  Cor*  v.  lie*  (fee  the  »*re  there, 
j.il  vr  eaitiittf  (tTrtft.tYrtt)  ifc  not  in  the  turure, 
tit  prrfent  Utift*  iiuimaiirip  what  they  did^ 
*1  irefinty  nr  bhh<m\  md,  (as  Mr  PUn-e 
v'Mrrrrt  In  Hs  T\<re  here)  this  fvnfe  :i 

h*-v4afe  of  the  xm  ('**)  in  the  new 


$4 


Tbs  Epifile  to  the  Cotossuws  parapbra/ed ,  Ch.  i. 


of  Chrifl  in  Try 
flcfh,  for  Ids  bo- 
dy^  Avhicii 
Uihe  church; 


ij  Whereof  I 
am  made  a  mirn- 
Jtcr  icording  to 
the  difpcnfcHon 
of  Cod,  which 
is  £ivci>  to  iv-e 
frryofl,  to  fulfil 
the  word  qI  G-od; 


the 

my  (Very  which 

hath  been  hid 
from 


preaching  the  gofpel  to  Gtntife  Enners,  (Eph*  iii.  I*) 
do,  on  the  contrary,  even  rejoice  in  them*  and  count 
them  my  honour,  JBsv+qi*)  as  they  aKo  are  your 
glory,  {EpL  iii,  13.)  and  instead  of  perfecting  others, 
as  formerly  *,  I,  in  my  turn,  now  chearfully  undergo 
all  manner  of  tribulations,  which  flill  remain  for  filling 
up  the  meafure  of  my  fuffvrings  for  Chrifl's  glory,  as 
he  filled  up  the  meafure  of  his  fuffcrpigs  for  my  re¬ 
demption  ,  and  which  I  am  further  to  endure  in  my 
natural  body,  after  bis  example,  and  in  his  caufe,  who 
counts  them  his  own,  and  has  appointed  them  to  me 
for  the  benefit  of  his  my  fiscal  body,  by  which  I  mean 
his  church,  that  they  may  be  confirmed  in  the  faith  of 
the  gofpel,  and  encouraged  to  bear,  with  undaunted 
bravery,  whatever  fufferings  they  may  be  called  to  un¬ 
dergo  for  it,  by  feeing  how  I  arn  enabled  to  behave  with 
holy  fortitude,  patience  and  joy  under  mine. 

25  Of  which  church  (*f)  I  am,  hy  his  immediate  au¬ 
thority,  conftitured  a  m  Snifter  in  my  apoftolic  office, 
according  to  the  infinitely  gracious  and  holy  (ot*»*^**) 
order  of  God's  fettling  in  bis  family,  for  difpenfing  the 
gofpd,  which  is  committed  to  me,  as  a  facred  truft, 
with  a  fpecial  regard  to  you  as  Gentiles^  Eph.  iii.  i,  a. 
and  1  Tim.  i.  n,  r2.)  for  your  conversion,  edifica¬ 
tion  and  fatvation,  to  fulfil  his  prophetic  word  about 
his  calling  the  Gentiles^  (If.  xi.  10*  and  xlii.  1.  Zech, 
ii.  11.  and  Mai.  h  11.) 

26  Which  is  indeed  ar  myftery,  both  as  it  contains 
the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrtft,  {Eph*  iii-  8.  f)  and 

*  as 


NOTES. 


*  y\U  up  fays  L?  C'trk, 

an4  Mr  Pi^cc  after  Mnit  in  a  beautiful  crili* 
cifm  on  the  place,  fiU  itp  hy  torn s* 

10  intimate,  that  the  apoftlr  how  ibnercu  in 
his  turn,  jis  he  Kid  formerly  made  others 
firfiey  for  CUrift  in  thchs  ;  And  \  am  apt  to 
think,  ihatT  in  racing  tlufe  the  */ 

Cbrijt,  lie  recoheft  ChrifVs  fayiur  to 

him,  in  the  career  of  hi?  perfect  dons,  Seait 
Why  ptrfitvftfl  ihcu.  mt?  (Afb  ;x  4.) 
or,  according  to  the  above  pivrn  fenfc  u'  the 
word  tranilated  JT//  vf>,  ho  mljrht  moan*  that, 
us  thrift  had  fufllred  for  his  rerirmptfon,  he 
now  in  his  lurn  fufTmed  for  thrift's  pl^y, 
snd  in  conform  if  y  to  him,  a$  fifcringi  fir 
Ck rift are  manifdlly  to  be  undtnJond  in  % 
Cor.i  5.  iiid  1  Pet.  iv.  13  ;  Put  l  do  not 
find,  on  the  rtrlfUfft  feareh,  ihai  Chii LVi  own 
fitflerings  are  any  where  called,  3*  here,  his 
(^XfvL-r^v  tm  wht'c  this 

^-ord  is  commonly  nfed,  thnmgb  the  New 
Tcfh  t«  ^xprefs  the  ill  ffer  fogs  nir  the 
UpofHcs  and  o' her  Cimllhr.s  for  Chrift’*fJi.c; 
pvr  tan  an  7  of  ;heir  ft*(T.rii^s  l>e  fopp;>;td  10 


he  added  to  Ms,  or  to  concur  with  Ins*  for 
the  fsuisfbctiost  of  divide  juflioe,  without 
overthrowing  the  pcrjfcftfon  of  his  atoning 
ftcjifice,  ^rho,  bj  fat  After iitgt  ptrfiutd  fir 
rvtr  thon  &aI  art  fanwfiid.  (Heb  x.  140 
■[  Mjtftry  here,  as  in  leveu]  other  pbcei^ 
rdotes  tg  the  caliing  of  the  Gcatilat  wbkh 
was  before,  at  lea  ft  com  para  tivdy  fpcaking, 
a  ihyftcry,  but  is  now  mofl  clcairiy  revealed  : 
And  yet  as  ihrrc  were  many  plain  *od  tx- 
prefs  prcplwdes  tf  this  under  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  a  vatl  tolieflmn  of  which  is  nudi, 
and  compared  with  correfjxindcnt  New  Ttf- 
Umcut  tex;s,  by  the  learned  in  br.& 

Dt*B&ij!rat;Q  Eventf £r<a,  (Vid.  Piop.  5.  Cap. 
1  |S.-  p.  J9T-)  It  cannot  befaid  not  to 

have  been  revealed  before,  though,  thruugli 
miflakeji  prejudices,  ii  was  not  pcaeraliy  en- 
tlcrflwd,  iu  its  Hue  feu  fe  and  nKatriag  :  And 
therefore*  its  bein$  called  a  Mjfitrj  ftems, 
not  only  10  cany  the  idea  of  its  haring  lain 
uuder  tfrait  ohftnufy  beforej;  (wbicb  I  ap- 

pichfud  ii  to  he  contidcTcd  with  reference  »tJ 
the  doftiities  of  tlie  gofpcl  iilelf,  ai  wsi!  es 


cm. 


Tht  EpyiU  to  the  Colchisia'N}  paraphrased. 


Si 


as  it  has  fo  -far  concealed,  tfpeciallyin  its  brtghtdt 
a  U8<nowmlje  g^or*w»  from  ages  and  generations  under  the  law,  that 
iir.ii'eft  to  bis  the  G entile i  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  the  Jews  did  not 
fully  underftand  the  notices  that  were  gi  ven  of  it  un¬ 
der  former  difpenfatiors  j  but  which  is  now  a$  clearly 
revealed  as  the  nature  of  things  admits  of,  («««>«;* 
«i>T")  to  bis  holy  apoftlcs  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit, 
{Epb.  iii.  5.)  and,,  through  them,  to  all  true  hetievers, 
who,  by  proitflion,  obligation  and  regenerating  graces 
are  his  faints. 


17  To  whom 
u^ouU  mike 
;i(iur)  what  is 
h.  Ilthef  of  tht 
:-M-y  of  ihs*  my 
fery  among  the 
Gentiles  ;  which 
*  thrift  i'.i  you 
:):;hupe  of  glory: 


i9  Whom  wc 
pi^th  ,  warning 
tv^ry  man*  and 
tvjichmg  every 
rr.d-A  til  all 
konn  ;  that  we 
m.iyprcicnt  every 
miu  perfect  in 
Ciu  itt  Jciub; 


27  To  whom  God,  of  his  own  good  pleafurc,  ac- 
cording  to -his  rtf  trial  purpofe,  and  anritnt  predations, 
would  now,  under  the  New  TcfUtnem-difpenfction, 
ntfcke  a  plain  difcoveiy  of  the  exceeding  riches  of  the 
glory  of  this  tncomprehenfibly  excellent  gofpel,  even 
ajnong  the  GentiU$%,  which  is  all  fummM  up  in  Chrift, 
who,  as  preached  among  you,  and  as  dwelling  in  your 
hearts  by  his  Spirit  and  by  faith,  is  become  the  author 
and  ground  of  all  your  hopes  of  eternal  life,  as  well  as 
is  rhe  purebafer  of  all  its  glory. 

28  This  is  the  blefleri  Saviour,  whom  we,  as  oicf- 
fengers  of  the  belt  tidings  that  ever  were  brought  to 
the  Tons  of  mefi,  declare,  and  make  the  grand  fubjeft 
of  our  miniftry,  in  his  glorious  perfon  and  offices,  in 
the  whole  compafs  of  his  mediation,  and  in  the  belie* 
ving,  aJFc£tionaic  and  obediential  regards,  that  are  due 
to  him,  and  to  God  the  Father  through  him  j  ad  mo* 
nifbing  all  forts  of  perfons  to  reflcck  upon  their  fmful 
and  obnoxious  Hate  by  nature,  and  to  take  heed  of  re¬ 
jecting  him  and  inftrufling  them,  without  diftinc- 
tion  or  nations,  wherefoever  we  come,  according  to  the 
wifdom  that  God  hath  given  us;  and  leading  them  in¬ 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God,  as 
difpliyM  in  the  gofpeUrevcIation,  to  make  them  wife 
to  fa  1  vatic  n  ;  that  we  may  by  the  means  and  i  it  tit  u  menu* 
*>f  prefenting  them  all  to  Gud,  as  true  and  uncorrupt* 
ed  believers,  that  are  efpoufed  to  Ch rift,  ( 1  Ctr .  xi.  2*) 
and ,well  acquainted  with  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  and  that  have,  not  only  a  perfection  of  parts* 
which  belong  to  the  new  creature,  but  an  eminent 

growth 


note. 


rn  preached  to  tbrGf a  ft7tf)'bMt  cf 

lliciinfailinniaijIcUtfpih&oi'  wifdom  and  grace 
;  0  ir  arc  contained  m  the  gofpet,  «  now  re - 
\tJvd  in  the  pi w nett  nun  tier  tlw  it  ever 
he  in  this  world,  or  that  our  faculties  In 
this  imnerftO  ftate  are  capable  of  taking  in. 
(See  the  note  on  i  Cor,  ii,  t  ) 

*  Kvtn  as  mentioned  three  times  o~ 
ver  m  tli's  vcrJe,  and  ci/vrjr  trftiturt  wbtih  iS 
htiGfTf,  \tr*  *3.  cannot  Ik  fuppoitd  10 


mcaii  all  the  Individuals  of  mankind;  but  r* 
vldently  nullifies  (a^corduig  to  the  drift  of 
the  apoft.c’s  argument  anti  the  fiCipient  ufc, 
of  ihdc  universal  icrms  in  the  Kew  Tcfhi- 
mtnO  yrwt  and  Geez/Jr jT  to  uhmn  he 
prcjchtM  Chrill  ami  the  gol'pel,  that  he  might 
prcirnl  them  perfect  in  him,  without  dirtiuc- 
t;m i  i;i  or  pr^iu.LLC  ji  :?nc  fbn  cf 

them  10  * 


The  EptJHe  to  the  Colossi  Ans  p ataphrafed,  CK.  I 


Whemutto 
T  alfo  hlionr, 

(triving  accord¬ 
ing  to  M*  Ktforit* 
ing,  which  work¬ 
ed*  in  me  migh* 

tily* 


growth  of  them ;  and  are  already  ]>erfe£t  in  their  Head 
Chriftj  (fee  the  note  on  i  Cor*  ii-  6#)  and  (hall  be  per* 
fefted  in  all  knowledge  and  gmee*  holincfa  and  happi- 
neft,  through  him,  in  the  heavenly  ftate* 

ap  To  the  accomplifliment  of  this,  I  alfo  labour 
with  pains  and  diligence  in  prayer  and  preaching*  lay* 
ing  myfelf  cut  ro  the  utmoft  by  all  means*  amidfl  all 
difficulties*  and  in  the  face  of  oppofition*  like  the 
vehement  contenders  in  the  Grecian  games*  (*y*>„r** 
according  to  the  energy  of  his  fpirit  and  grace* 
which  works  with  mighty  power  in  me,  to  enable  me 
for  it*  and  with  me*  to  crown  my  labours  with  glorious 


fuccefs.  (St#  the  note  on  i  Con  xv.  io*) 


RKCOIiLECTIONS. 

"What  a  divine  authority  does  the  apufMic  ch;t  rafter  five  to  Paul*®  epiflles  ! 
And  with  what  aiK-ftfon  ihoud  wc,  after  Ms  example,  wifh  all  abounding*  of 
pace  aud  peace-  from  Cm\  the  Kuthvr,  anti  *»tnr  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  all  the  faints 
*md  faithful  in.  Chrift  Jeius  i  And  how  fiiuidd  we  bids  God  on  their  behalf,  and 
recommend  them  hi  our  prayers  to  birr,  cm  account  of  what  we  fee  or  hear  of 
rheir  fjjth  and  !ove?  and  of  their  weft  grounded  hope  of  that  eternal  life  which 
is  rdVrvtd  in  he. ’even  for  them,  according  to  the  truth  of  the  irofpeti  What  a 
mercy  L  if,  this  ^Ipd  is  now  preached,  by  divine  com  million,  to  Gentiles 
as  well  an  Jew':-,  in  di  ;ts  uiifctivhabtv  glorious  riches,  which  \va$  a  my  fiery 
concealed  m  jp-t-st  c'crd'cji  from  former  ace* but  is  now*  as  far  as  the  nature  of 
things  admits,  vie.  tidy  n  an: felted  to  the  [Vuits  I  >iut  how  much  greater  U  the 
mercy  ftiiJ,  to  k now  thk  g^fpel  of  the  grucx  of  God  in  truth;  to  experience  its 
efficacy,  in  delivering  ua  from  the  power  or  Satan,  and  t  ran  Hating  ua  into  the 
kingdom  of  God4*  belt  brio vetl  Son  ;  and  to  have  Chrift  dwelling  in  our  hearts* 
a*  our  hope  of  glory  !  This  encourages  further. prayers  for  all  increafc  m  light, 
and  grace,  and  flrcngtlieimig;;,  by  the  glorious  operations  of  divine  power,  unto 
ii\\  patience,  long-fiifTering,  and  joy,  under  all  the  trials  of  this  life*  and  unto 
nit  becoming,  fruitful,  and  holy  walking  with  God,  who  in  this  way  will  make 
us  meet. for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light-  How  great  and  glorious  is  the 
perfon  of  Chrift  :  He  is  the  eflential  and  reprefetitative  image  of  God  the 
father,  who  in  his  own  nature  h  invisible ;  he  had  an  eternal  exigence  before  all 
worlds,  and  h  the  Creator  and  Upholder,  the  firit  caofe  and  Hft  end  of  a!! 
ihiog*,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  of  them,  in  heaven  and  earth  ;  he  alfo,  a* 
Mediator,  is  the  head  of  his  myftical  body  the  church;  has  all  office  and  difpen- 
iatory  fulntfs  conftanfly  refiding  in  him  ;  and  is  the  firft  anil  chief  that  rofe  from 
the  dead  to  immortal  life,  and  every  way  foper-eminent  to  all  faints  and  angels* 
And  how- important  are  the  benefits  that,  his  church  receive  from  him1*  They 
UmI  were  founctiincs  enemies,  through  the  iniquity  of  their  heart s  arid  lives,  ate 
now  rect.-r.ciled  tu  God  by  his  atoning  death,  and  have  re  minimi  of  fins  through 
his  redeeming  blood  ;  and  they  are  kept  (led  fall  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gof- 
p*i.  till  at  length  they  lUall  be  pre  fritted  faultlefs,  and  without  rebuke,  in  the 
light  of  God.  And  what  an  honour  is  it  to  be  made  wife  and  faithful  prcacho* 
of  Chrift*  and  inftruments  of  prefriiimg  multitudes,  perfeft  in  him!  Who  wuuM 
jiot  willingly  lay  themfrlves  out  to  the  utmoft,  according  to  the  powerful  work¬ 
ings  of  hU  grace  in,  and  with  them,  tofubfcrve  this  hk-ffed  defign;  and  rathe; 
rejoice  than  repine  at  any  fuflVrings*  to  what  degree  fotver  they  may  be  called  to 
undergo  them  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  for  Ids  fake,  and  for  the  converfion*'  edifi¬ 
cation*  and  tttnj.il  vdv.uion  of  niany  fouls  i 


CHAP. 


Q.U. 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  apefile  exprejfes  hit  kye  to,  and  joy  in  believers,  -whom  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  feeti)  and  encourages  their  continuing  to. walk  in  Chrijlt  J,— 7. 
Cautions  them  tigainji  the  errors  of  heat&en-phiiofopby ,  agaihjl  the  va~ 
nity  of  JcwiJh  traditions ,  and  againji  an  obfervance  of  Mol'aic  rites , 
uhich  had  been  completely  fulfilled  in  Chrifi %  beyond  •what  they  could 
hope  to  find  elfewhere y  8, — 17.  Againji  'worjbipfing  of  angels,  as 
that -were,  in  effect,  renouncing  their  Head,  Chrifi ,  1  S,  19.  And 
againfl  legal  ordinances  and  human  injtitutions,  that  are  of  no  ad¬ 
vantage  for  fpiriiucl  purpojes,  20—23. 


Tl- XT, 

i;OR  1  *«mld 
1  that  yc  koev 
what  grett  coa* 
tM\  I  h-rve  for 
y.m,  and  /flrthcm 
LlkkJUcs,  and 
iLt  as  many  as 
have  not  fceB  iny 
ucc  in  the  AtJh  i 


t  That  ibrir 
heart*  im^iu  \tc 
comforted*  bciag 
knit  togetittr  in 
lov*,  and  unto  all 
rnhc*  of  the  faiJJ 
aiTiirancr  of  un¬ 
der  (landing  t  to 
the  ickno*tcd£~ 
meat  of  the  my- 
flcryaf  God*  and 
oi  the  FaiJicr^nd 
*f  ChriU:  j 


j  In  whom  are 
hid  ail  the  irea- 
lures 


Paraphrase, 

TT  is  with  a  partrcttl.tr  reference  to  you,  that  I  fpcak  of 
■*-  ray  earn  eft  endeavour  to  prcfait  every  man  ptrfirft 
in  Chrift  Jcfus,  {chap.  i.  For  I  would  fain 

make  you  fenhble  ot  my  great  fcliciiudt,  concern,  and 
fervent  prayers  for  you,  {chap*  i-  9,)  the  believers  at 
Cotoffc)  and  for  thofe  of  your  luighhouring  city  of  La- 
odicca\  and  even  for  all  that  huve  received  the  faith 
of  Chrift}-  wherever  they  refade,  though  they,  like  you, 
have  never  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing  me  in  the 
body,  nor  conftqucmly  of  attending  on  my  mimflry, 
and  being  wrought  upon  by  i:« 

2  I  wrdllc  with  God  in  prayer  for  all  fuch,  that 
their  hearts  may  be  abundantly  filled  with  divine  con* 
folation,  as  believers  that  are  clofcly  and  firmly  ce¬ 
mented  together  in  the  bonds  cf  the  moil  cordial  affec¬ 
tion  to  Chrift  and  one  another  j  and  are  throughly  uni¬ 
ted  in  endeavours  for  attaining  a  d:(tin£l,  d-ar,  and 
complete  acquaintance  with  the  excellent  fcheme  of  the 
gofpd,  in  all  its  riches  of  fpirituat  umi  eternal  ble flings, 
unto  the  entire  farir  fact  ion  of  their  own  fouls  i  and  un¬ 
to  the  ir.uft  honourable,  fteady,  and  pubiic  profcfiion 
of  thefe  deep  things  of  God,  which,  though  now  re¬ 
vealed  for  the  la  1  van  on  of  tho  Gentiles*  as  well  as  Jews* 
continue  to  be  unjearchabk  riches  y  (Eph.  iii.  8*J  that 
were  from  all  eternity  defigned,  mid  prepared  in  the 
gracious  counfclsot  God  the  Fathers  will,  {Rph*  i*  11.) 
and  are  purchafed,  revealed,  and  difpeiifcd  by  our 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  the  great  Mediator  between  God 
and  them* 

3  In  whom  *,  as  the  Head  cf  the  church,  are  con* 
tained,  for  their  ufe  and  benefit,  beyond  their  compre* 

benfion 


N  0  T  i\. 

*  Lt  Tith**  be  render'd  ui  wiirA,  (tirji  a-'ul  kria  Wre,  tcr\Jira  to  frlTation,  are 

sigd  refer  to  the  nsyjhrj*  as  wed  as  10  Cortjij  smvjvA:  ir..  in  this  myfttry  : 

fa  Jigniiirs  U.at  ail  ihe  irciifms  ot  v.:t-  Jk-i  i  i:  :o  1st  meant  01  JJhriJt * 

whu 


s* 


ThtEplfik  to  the  Colossi  A  NS  p&raph  rated.  Cfa.  ii. 


faTTC  of  -wifdom 
ind  knowledge- 


4  And  this  1 
£iy,  kfl  any  man 
thnckl  beguile 
joa  with  enticing 

-word*. 


j  For  fhc*gh 
I  he  ahfcnt  in  the 
fleh,  yet  am  I 

with  you  i&  the 
fpirit,  joying  and 
be holding  y-mr 
«dtr,  and  the 
iltdbihufs  of 
yoor  faiih  in 


A*  ye  hare 
Therefore  received 
Cferift  JcAj5  the 
Lonf,  fo  walk  yc 
ui  bica: 


henfion,  and  with  a  concealment  from  carnal  minds* 
all  the  rich  and  inexbaufUbk  ucafures  of  perfe£l  wif¬ 
dom  and  knowledge*  for  managing  al)  the  affairs  of  his 
kingdom  of  providence  and  grace,  and  fcafcnably  {ap¬ 
plying  alt  our  wants  ;  and  for  revealing  the  whole  will 
of  God  about  our  falvation  »  as  alfo  for  enlightening  our 
minds,  and  directing  us  in  our  yr*y  and  walk  through 
a]}  the  darknefs  and  dangers  of  this  life*  and  conducing 
.us  fafe  to  heavenly  glory* 

4  And  1  thus  fpeak  of  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom 
and  knowledge  that  are  laid  up  in  ChiUt*  from  the 
deep  concern  of  my  heart  for  you*  that  ye  may  be  efta- 
bli flied  in  him  ;  left*  as  the  ferpenl  beguiled  Eve  thro* 
his  fubtilt y>  (i  Cor .  xL  3  }  fo,  through  the  plaufiblc 
mfmuationS  of  judaizing  teachers*  who  by  falfe  rcafun- 
irrgs,  flattering  words  and  fair  fpeeehe. r,  lye  in  wait  U 
deceive^  (i  Cor,  xvi.  r8.  and  Eph,  iv.  14.)  any  one 
fiiould  delude  you  into  infnaring  notions,  that  are  con* 
trary  to,  or  derogatory  from  Chrift  and  his  glory,  and 
would  turn  you  off  from  him,  and  from  the  pure  doc¬ 
trine  of  falvation  alone  through  him  :  my  knowledge  of 
your  affairs,  and  affe&ion  to  you,  engage  this  folici- 
tons  care  of  my  foul  about  you. 

5  For  though  I  be  corporally  diflam  from  you,  and 
never  faw  you  ;  yet  my  heart  is  with  you,  in  delightful 
refleftions  on  what  I  have  heard  of  your  faith,  love, 
and  hope,  {chap*  i*  4,  5.)  and  I  clearly  perceive,  by 
fuggeltions  of  the  Spirit,  how  things  are  with  you,  (fee 
the  note  on  l  Cor*  v.  3,)  as  to  your  rich  attainments, 
on  one  hand,  and  trials  of  various  kinds  on  the  other; 
and  I  am  filled  with  facred  joy  from  what  I  know  of 
your  'clrcumflanees,  as  if  1  were  perfonally  prefent  with 
you,  particularly  with  refpeft  to  the  good  discipline 
xb at  is  kept  -up  among  you,  as  a  church  of  Chrift,  and 
the  orderly  behaviour  of  its  federal  members  ;  and  with 
refped  to  the  firm*  folid,  and  Ready  adherance  of  your 
faith  to  the  perfon,  mediatioh  and  doctrines  of  Chrift, 
notwithfhfldmg  all  the  artifices  that  are  uled  to  cor¬ 
rupt  your  minds,  and  thaw  you  off  from  him. 

6  As  therefore  ye  have  received  Chrift  by  faith  in 
his  perfon  and  offices,  as  your  prophet  to  reach  you,  as 
your  prieft  to  make  atonement  and  intercede  for  you, 
and  as  your  king  to  rule  and  govern  you,  even  as  your 

com* 


MOTE. 

who  is  the  n«rrft  antecedent,  and  h  fpoken  fhop  Davtaant  on  ihe  pWf)  that  thefe  frw- 
4if  wr.  p,  10,  as  hiTjrj  ait  tit  ftifatfi  of  ?h  furcs  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  are  lo  hid, 
Xfadtcad  dwelling  ih  Airt,  in  who m  (he  church  as  not  tn  be  difcemcd  hy  carnal  men*  hut 
ia  cmrpictc.  (Sec  alfo  Dr  IVhUhfs  note  onlyhyibofe  to  whottj  Godhath  given  If  h 
-bfTcJ  Sutd  U4  h  him  irojmaic*,  ( toy s  Bi-  ritual eyvs  to^ce  them. 


Ch.  ti. 


^  Riv/cd  arid 
hnih  up  in  i’-iin, 
anil  lifted  in 
tlic  uiih,  a*  ye 
have  Ktr»  taught* 
al*'  jrtd'.Ug  there¬ 
in  with  thankf* 


*  Beware  Wl 
tny  mao  rfpeil 
you  Etiroujjh  phr- 
Infophy  ar.d  vain 
after  the 
tradition  af  rwD, 
after  ihe  rudi¬ 
ments  gf  the 
world,  and  not 
ufto  Chrifl  r 
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Complete  Lord  and  Saviour;  fo  l  intreat  and  exhort 
you  Hill  to  cleave  with  purpofe  of  heart  to  him,  and  to 
walk  in  a  daily  exercifc  of  faith  in  him,  and  in  a  con- 
ftant  obfervation  of  all  his  ordinances  and  command- 
merits;  yea,  in  alt  holy  conrerfation  and  godlinds,  as 
becomes  your  prokffionof  him,  and  relation  to  him, 
by  virtue  of  your  unicn  with  him,  and  by  derivation  of 
grace  from  him  ; 

7  As  fincere  believers,  who,  like  a  tree  planted  in  a 
good  foil,  are  rooted  in  Chrift,  fattening  on  him,  to 
keep  you  fixed  and  immoveable  by  any  wind  of  doc¬ 
trine,  and  drawing  nourithment  from  him  for  yourfpi- 
ritual  growth  in  him,  ( Epb .  iv,  14,  ij.);  and  who, 
like  a  dnmfc  erected  on  a  folid  foundation,  are  built 
upon  Ch  rift,  and  clofely  united  to  him,  as  the  only 
fottndarion  of  your  faith  and  hope,  focurity  and  Imita¬ 
tion,  {}  Cor*  iii.  11*)  that  ye  may  grow  vnto  an  boty  tem¬ 
ple  in  the  Lord *  in  whom  ye  are  built  together  for  an  ba~ 
bitathn  of  Godt  thre?  the  Spirit ,  (Eph.  iu  21,  22-)  and 
that  ye  may  be  confirmed  both  in  the  doftrine  and 
grace  ofjairh  in  him,  accordingto  what  ye  have  heard, 
and  received  by  tbe  miniftry  of  Epaphrait  our  dear 
fellow-fcrvant,  {chap,  i*  7.)  and  may  abound  exceed¬ 
ingly  in  daily  increafes  of  light  and  faith,  and  every 
other  grace,  with  enlarged  thankfulncfs  and  praile  to 
tbe  author  and  finilher  of  all  that  concerns  you* 

8  Take  heed  led  any  feducer  make  a  prey  of  you, 
and  draw  you  off  from  Chritt  and  his  pure  gofpel;  and 
rob  you  of  its  privileges  and  bleflings,  Through  the  fub- 
tihies  and  corruptions  of  the  falfc  philofophy  of  the 
heathens,  which  JnvlJh  doflois  have  adopted  into  their 
religion;  and  through  their  fallacious  pretences,  which 
are  all  empty,  delufive,  and  vain,  a$  they  putt' up  the 
mind  with  a  conceit  of  things,  that  have  nothing  in 
them  ;  and  millead  it  to  follow  the  uncertain  tradi¬ 
tions,  that  were  the  inventions  of  men  in  former  ages, 
and  have  bcoi  handed  down  from  one  generation  to 
another  to  this  very  day  ;  and  alfo  to  obkrvcfuch  ce¬ 
remonial  rites  of  the  Mofak  law,  as  were  tbe  principles, 
or  firft  elements  (*='*“*)  of  the  church  in  its  infant  flatr, 
and  were  in  themfclves  of  a  carnal  nature,  as  fulted  to 
imprefs  little  children  by  worldly  appearances,  (fee  the 
parapbrafe  on  <7a/viv.  3-) ;  and  none  of  thofe  things  are 
according' t0  the  mind  and  will  of  Chritt,  as  revealed 
in  the  gofpel ;  nor  do  any  of  them,  as  now  urged  and 
obfervedi  lead  the  foul  to  him  alone  for  fataatioa,  who 
has  an  a!i-fu(Ecicncy  for  it  in  himttlf, 

9  For 


to 


cti.  iu 


The  Epijth  to  the  Colossiang  fsrafhr&fei* 


p  l^r  in  Mm  p  For  the  divine  nature  t,  with  all  the  perfections 

8wtlkth  Ji  jh*  (|ejty  \n  t'nc;r  utmoft  fulnefi,  refide,  and  for  ever  a- 

Godhead  bodily*  bide,  tuWbnually  in  his  incarnate  pcrion,  as  in  the 
temple  of  his  body,  inhabited  by  the  indwelling  God¬ 
head,  in  a  perfonal,  and  infinitely  more  glorious  man¬ 
ner,  than  it  ever  dwelt  in  the  Jewijh  tabernacle,  or 
temple  of  old* 

id  And  jc  are  to  And  ye,  who  have  received  him  by  faith,  {ver* 
caniplete  jn  and  fo  are  united  to  him  as  membersuf  hismyttical 

of  all  principally  body,  have  all  iaJvmcm  in  him  as  your  head  ;  ye  have 
*i*d  all  defe£b  made  up,  and  all  fecurities  and  bitfling; 

completed,  though  not  already  in  your  own  perfons, 
yet  in  him ,  vjho  is  made  unto  you  of  Gody  xvifdomy  a  ml 
right  ecujncfsy  and  fanttificationy  and  redemption^  (i  Cor. 
l,  30,}  ami  who,  fu  it  able  ro  the  dignity  of  his  divine 
perlbii,  as  :?//  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwells  bodity  in 
him.  (vsr.  ;>  )  is  exalted  in  his  office-capacity  to  be  fo- 
verctg1!  I-orct  and  Ruler  of  all  rants  and  degrees  of 
mankind;  yea,  cf  all,  even  the  higbefi  orders  of  apo* 
(late  angv:':S,  who  are  tinder  his  controu),  asvanquifliM 
enemi'01  (ver*  15.)  and  of  all  the  holy  angels,  that  ci- 
Cvi  in  Itrengrh,  and  are  entirely  under  hi&  dominion, 
who  fends  them  forth  to  msnifUr  to  the  heirs  o!  falva- 


II  In  whom 
Who  ye  are  cir- 
■cumcifed  with  the 
rcum  d Con  made 
without  hands*  in 
puttie  off  the 
body  of  the  fi ns 
-of  the  fldh*  by 
the  circumciiioo 
of  Chriff  ; 


tion,  ( licit-  \ .  1 4-) 

U  In  him  a!fo  ye  art  fo  complete,  as  to  have  no 
reed  or  the  ordinance  of  circumcihon,  which  the  Jew- 
\}b  zealots  would  impofc  upon  you  ;  for  ye  have  bet¬ 
ter  clrcumcilion  of  the  heart,  according  to  .God*&  pro- 
mife  to  hie  people,  and  ‘their  feed,  [DeuU  xxx.  6.) 
even  a  fpi ritual  ctrcumciCon,  [Phil*  iii,  3*}  which  is  not 
dJeQed,  ]ike  that  in  the  fleth,  by  the  work  of  human 

hands, 


NOTES* 


f  Tin  the  faheftef  lie  Gcdhcsd. 

etui  all  tb?  of  Sht  Gedbt^dy  arc  a* 

(hop*  eapretfiens  3$  can  wvll  be  imagined, 
to  denote  thar  the  divine  nature,  with  not 
jomc  only,  but  a\J  hi  effintial  perftfthms, 
the  very  fisic  a*  are  in  the  Father  himfelf, 
dwell  jitbflamluiuj  in  CbrtfVs  human  hJrt  t% 
the  word  may  liquify ,  either 

MiJj^  to  inf  uni.:  c  rhe  personal  union  nf  the 
divine  nature  with  the  human  body,  as  well 
jifoul  of  our  L'ji  X  when  be,  the  cccrnal 
Word,  uf<j  and  d-un It  atcong  a*  > 

-(John  1.  1,  iix  the  no-c  there)  or 
-■ml  JkbflaotiailjFi  \tt  rf6|*jfu:-on  to  figuratively 
and  emblematically,  r*  types  and,  Ibadows, 
in  which  fenfe  tbeapo'^e  fays  the  bciyis  of 
Ct riftt  (ver,  17.)  A:id  ini'*  ts  infinitely  more' 
ah  an  any  thing  that  U  Oir:  in  Gn<i**  dwelling 
ia  bit  (i  6V*\ujC.)  and  of  their 

being  with  all  ice  of  Gw$*  (1'  uli . 

sii-  ip.)  Ills  dML'i'iiwg  unh rtt  evidently  :-g  ih 


fid  only  Fn^  gricinas  prefence  with  thrm,  in 
n  ii:jy  of  fpecivlfavoar  ind  relation,  mvnifef-. 
tut  inn  and  operation;  and  ihdr  being  filhd 
with  all  the  faltttfi  of  G&dy  (a-stv  to 
rv  Otv)  mofl  n at urplly  nicina,  filled  with 
all  ibe  gifts  and  grace*  lf$t  Gcd  is  the  au¬ 
thor  and  giver  of :  But  ail  she  fflttrfi  of  fit 
iJa  O  K  E  A  O  v  (tjcv  rc  tiv  ^(^rrfr#-) 

ii  a  quire  different  of  inro.'Jtcivenly 

fuptrior  flgnification  :  For  (J?Jhme!  h  the 
one -nly  divine  rmturc  UJrif*  by  which 
is  what  he  is  ;  and  atl  af>*  e»t‘ divide  good* 
nrii,  uifilow,  and  30wert  and  the  liln*  are 
coi>flantly  afcribed  to  God.  and  n^er,  as  f^r 
as  1  can  recplk£t,  to  tk  Gadhead^  there  focm^ 
to  ts  a  gi^t  improprieiy  of  Uirgn^ijin  caJ- 
liug  thdr  efitfts  the  fuiuefi  of  ihe  GsJbead, 
Hut  die  rulne1*,  or  fier/eftiun  of  Deity,  i>  a 
natural  idei  of  all  tbit  is  conipfehimded  in 
Godhead;  and  <di  this  is  u:i  to  daxtl  i\i 
Clirirt. 
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hands,  but  by  the  renewing  operation  of  the  Spirit  j 
and  confiib,  not  in  cutting  off  the  foreikin  of  the  flcfli, 
but  in  whar  was  <figrfified  by  it,  even  a  reparation  of 
the  whole-.body  of  fiti,  which,  like  the  natural  body, 
is  made  up  of  many  members  or  parts,  rhatfpring  from 
the  corruption  of  nature,  and  arc  influenced,  and  ex- 
*rt  themfelves,  by  means- of  the  flefhly  body,  that  ye 
may  be  delivered  from  its  guilt,  power,  and  defilement, 
and  at  length  from  the  very  in  bring  of  ir,  by  virtue  of 
that  fpirinval  circumcificm  which  Clusft  is  the  author 
off* 

ii  Juried  with  (2  And,  in  Head  of  drcumcifion  in  theHe/h*  yehavs 
wiMsirilt  his  inftitution  the  ordinance  of  baptifm,  which  is  of 

are  rif?o  with  like  Ggnificwon,  ami  anfweni  the  fame  ends,  as  His  a 
through  the  flgn  of,  and  obligation  to  all  the  bolincfs,  that  is,  or 
10  found  in  you,  as  God's  covenant  people, 
hith  railed  by  your  being  conformable  to  Chntt's  death,  in  utter* 
‘jhi  from  th«  jy  dying  to  fin,  and  giving  full  evidence  of  it  with 
continuance,  as  he  died  that  i:  might  be  crucified,  ami 
was  manifefted  to  be  entirely  dead,  by  his  being  buried, 
and  continuing  fome  time  in  the  grave  V  Your  privi¬ 
leges  and  obligations  are  likewise  fignified  in  his  ordi¬ 
nance,  as  to  your  being  quickened  and  ratfed  to  a  life 
of  holinefs,  in  confbrputy  to  the  rifen  Saviour,  through 
that  faith  which  is  wrought  with  almighty  energy  n* 
your  hearts,  by  the  f?me  exceeding  greatnefa  of  God’s 
power,  {Epb*  i.  t^,  ao,)  which  he  cierfed  in  railing 
Chrift  from  the  dead;  and  will  put  forth,  by  virtue  of 
his  refurredlion*  in  railing  you  up  to  eternal  life,  (Rm* 
vhi.  tr-  and  i  Pet.  u  j. 


NOTES. 


ij  And 


-f  The  dmmdfiw  cf  Chrift  cannot  mean 
hii  c>wd  orcumcifion  in  the  flrih,  the  eight 
day;  for  is  much  as  any  other,  was 
runic  by  fhe  hands  of  mens  but  tbit  Is  6U, 
in  oppofilion  lv  that  fort  of  cUTUfnd+iun  tn 
b-  tt;,ide  vithmt  hands  t  anti  tulor?  to  ih.*X  jpi- 
ilma!  tircutncifiojt,  of  which  Cbnft  j&  the 
author,  and  of  which,  as  ciccnmcifion  for- 
jutriy  ujs,  the  baprifm  of  Chrift's  Xr> H i:  11- 
fian  now  is  the  lijn  ;  it  figt&ying  rtf  the 
futiln*  ctb&j  the  fifth  vf  r he  bat  the  m  - 
fiver  of  0  gcci  conficietsee  htvsrd  (i  Pel. 
iti.  ii,);  ami  fo,  [he  bring  :he 

fume,  Jup;ifm  comes  in  ihe  rum  ofclmini* 
cifirni,  according  to  Is  intimated  in  'he 
r=xt  verie,  as  the  Lord's  fupper  docs  of  the 
pjlKmr*  And  this  eifr&iKi'Iy  iiufwcred  thu 
,*l»]cfKon  uf  Jiewift  ziulois,  as  if,  whatever 
interna]  privilege*  were  prerenrhd  tu,  ihvrr 
were  a  defect  us  to  cxterjTsl^rrdisffiter*,  for 
want  ufeircumcifion  to  figijfy  and  *r.a\  ihu:i : 
T<*r  the  a  polite  hoitiu  Ikow'*,  i?iat  Ch:t!l  i_.ii 


not  only  provided  that  his  people  fcmild  be 
partakers  of  the  thin^  tfgntfcd  by  it,  b'jthas 
*\fu  fnhrtUused  nidi  her  external  ordinance,  of 
like  itfc,  31  id  deiignt  tobe  con* 

UiiVAj  uti'Vr  the  jjofnel  (hue,  more  fallible 
to  its  f:mpiid;y  fptriitul  nature*  But  if 
the  infjxu  of  helieviny  parents  were  not  to 
bebap:iziJT  nt\Act  the  £^fpel>difpeiilat:on, 
a  objef t;cn  would  ilifi  have  remained 

dfeir  ixtng  Complete  in  Chrft,  as  to 
cxiernal  pnviicycs,  Jincc  the  ebiiJren  of  the 
Ifratiiiei ,  u  c,d  the  Mtfcic  d:  I  pen  latto  n  * 
Were  t*>  be  rima metier!  wet!  mj%  themitdves, 
*  Eitritii  VTth  K rx3  Grt ms  to  ceiatc  rather 
to  (drift's  bi:ri.:ly  ilun  to  ^tr  haf-dfm*  And 
burial  vtith  him  t  ipi-hx,  Hands  in  oppoii- 
;hs*  t*>  dc.{d  w  fit  /,  vit*  i  j*  and  is  of 

r!ic  ii  I  mport  w:rl*  ::cin^  crucified  vith 
if-',  w.\  di  fts  vwh  ym's i,  appears  by  com- 

i^:i\  v\.  d,  i.  when:  thefe  term* 
i  c  (S-c 

:+  ■  ^  i  ;^L:i  ..  v;.  j|,J 
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7bt  EpijlU  ts  the  Col  ossj  am  j  parapkrafed,  Ch.  W* 


*3  And  y<m 
bdrg  drtd  in 
your  (>ds  ,  m<i 
the  ancircnmei- 
(k>n  of  your  firth, 
hath  he  qctickeo- 
d  togmho'^lfr 
him,  laving  f  t- 
given  yon  all  tref- 
jades 


*4  Blotting  out 
the  hand- writing 
of  Ofdmtottt  that 
V*S 


13  And  ye,  who  in  your  unregenerate  Hate  were 
dead  in  Uw,  under  a  juft  (entente  of  condemnation* 
on  account  of  your  trefpaffes ;  and  were  dead  toward 
God,  and  every*  thing  that  h  fpirituaUy  good,  in  the 
difpofition  of  your  beans,  under  the  power  of  corrupt 
nature*  which  was  Ggnlfied  during  the  Mofaic  difpen* 
fation,  by  your  being  uncircumcifcd  in  the  fielh,  he 
has  now  raifed  to  a  new  life  of  grace  and  hoftnefs,  in 
order  ro  a  heavenly  life  of  glory  and  blcflednefs,  toge¬ 
ther  with  Chrifl*  as  your  Head,  by  quickening  virtue 
derived  from  him,  and  in  conformity  to  bis  refurree- 
ttcui  from  the  dead  \  God  having,  on  hia  account,  free¬ 
ly  forgiven  you  all  and  every  one  of  your  iniquities, 
whether  they  be  original  or  actual,  greater  or  leffcr  fins, 
that  none  of  them  might  be  imputed  to  you,  or  bind  the 
curfe  of  the  law  upon  you,  or  be  brought  into  judgment 
againft  you,  though  ye  never  have  been  literally  circum- 
tifedi  and  therefore  that  ordinance  cannot  be  necdlary 
to  your  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life- 

14  Yea,  as  a  debt  is  evidently  remitted,  or  discharged, 
by  cioffing  and  obliterating  the  book,  or  bond  f,  or  any 

writing 


NOTES 


f  Here  is  a  maaifeft  atlutinn  to  varioqs 
ways  of  cancelling  &  debt,  and  vacating  1 
bond,  in  a  beautiful  pddon  from  blotting 
it  ovt,  to  taking  |t  quite  away,  and  utterly 
dcltroying  it,  that  ihtfe  might  be  no  room 
for  fear  of  it*  ever  appearing,  or  being  auy 
more  in  force  again  ft  us*  And  the  Ufa  of 
thrte,  which  i$  {vprcffcd  by  n&Htig  rt  to  the 
4roft  0/  Chrfft,  may  allude  both  to  his  cro- 
cifixion,  which  difarmed  the  Jaw  of  its  con¬ 
demning  power*  and  death  of  its  fling;  and 
(a$  Grvtius  obfcrves}  to  an  an’icuL  cuftom 
of  finking  an  amiquaied  writing  through 
with  a  nail*  to  deface  it,  and  render  it  for 
ever  invalid*  **  The  hand-writing  uf  ordi- 
“  nances*  that  was  arahrif  us,  which  was 
*5  -etfcmry  to  ns*11  &c.  and  was  rims  effec¬ 
tually  difimnulfad,  1  take  to  include  (he 
whole  law  of  as  a  covenant,  though 

with  a  primuyrdjwfi  to  the  ceremonial  bw: 
But  the  rtt9rn?t  as  well  as  ceremonial  law, 
might  be  called  ft  the  hand-writing  of  ardi* 
*c  nances,  that  was  agsinft  ns”  as  it  was 
written  by  thc  appointment  of  God*  and 
praftlcaliy  fubfcribed  to  by  Ifr&cK  (Deut,  v* 
ay*} ;  and  both  togtt her  contained  an  #cknnw* 
ledgment  of  their  guilt*  depravity,  and  ob- 
noieioufnefs  to  wrath,  and  of  tneir  need  of  a 
better  frerifice  and  purification  than  the  tc* 
rcnmlal  l>w  could  aiTord,  which  If  eluded 
an  obligation  to  ohftrve  the  moral  lilw,  that 
was  written  by  the  finger  of  Cod ;  and*  up¬ 
on  failure  of  obedience*  frbjvftat  them  to  its 
cunc,  and  fa  was  a  “  roiniftration  of  death 
4‘  and  condefUQatiufl,  (1  Cor,  lit*  7, 9*)  1  o&d 


in  that  view,  the  Jen* j  were  rooft  immediate* 
ly  concerned  in  it :  And  yet  the  daBrtm  con¬ 
tained  m  it  aifctfled  the  GtnliUi  (whole  con- 
faiences  convkled  them  of  fin)  as  well  as  the 
7 ctri.  U  therefore  feems  to  have  been  with 
fptcial  tfcfigu,  that  the  apoftlt  altera  the 
pdrfia  intbi*  wfe  from  yo*  to  to  Sail- 
mute,  tliat  the  benefit,  brought  in  by  Chrift, 
related  in  com  moo  to  believers  of  both  fares, 
and  that  it  is  not  to  be  confined  to  Geal/faf, 
as  fame  understand  it,  whn  cntifider  the  ce¬ 
remonial  law  only,  as  (aid  to  be  contrary  to 
them,  by  excluding  them  from  the  privi¬ 
leges  utuj  bleflintti  of  the  Ti-ivs.  Bui  had 
this  been  the  apoilJe^  prccife  and  rtftriftirc 
intention,  it  is  very  Itrange  that,  while  he 
vai  fpcaking  of  GcnltUi  in  the  ficotd  perfiu 
all  along  jolt  before,  and  returned  to  fpcak 
of  them  in  the  fame  manner  at  ver*  tJ*  and 
fa  on  to  the  end  of  the  cpiflle,  he  (honht  va¬ 
ry  the  perfan  here*  and  ibjt  without  any  ap¬ 
parent  rruba  far  it,  when  it  would  have 
iKcn  mo  ft  evidently  proper  and  accurate  to 
have  continued  it  without  any  alteration. — 
Fnr  this  rrafim,  therefore,  among  olheis  av¬ 
iating  u>  what  ccjuaHy  concerned  them  both, 
I  cannot  readily  go  i;Uo  (be  iurerprctatimi, 
that  makes  this  paiijge  relate  mrrely  to  tiit 
contrariety  of  rite  cciemouhil  law  to  (he 
Gc though  that  lie  inpludcd  lu  if,  a* 
it  was  a  middle  will  of  partition  hetweep 
them  asd  fhe  Jrwi.  (Vid*  Ziatb*  in  be, 
and  IVHf,  ds  Deleft.  V.  T.  ad*  caU.  Occoo. 
Ford.  p.  SiWj  619.) 


Cb.  ii.  The  Epifikto  the  £olo3siaji?  paraphrafei,  tff 


«;  us,  writing1  that  flood  again  ft  the  debtor ;  fo,  with  regard 

rl-7  to™w  r,  who  believe,  whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gen- 

-i.sk  it  mil  of  ttUsy  he  has  blotted  out  our  tranfgrertions,  as  it  were 
wi»y,  nailing  by  the  red  lines  of  C  brill’s  blood,  and  thereby  difannul- 
' to  l*eroftl  Jed  the  law-obligation  to  punifltmem  for  them  which 
teftified  agaiuli  us  alt,  as  tranfgreflbrs,  as  well  as  fe~ 
parated  the  Gentile s  from  the  church  and  privileges  of 
the  Jev/t%  and  was  the  caufe  of  enmity  between  them  : 
He  has  alfo  removed  it  out  of  the  way,  that  it  may 
never  be  found,  and  produced,  or  brought  into  difpute 
again  ft  us  :  And  that  it  might  be  utterly  nullified,  ts 
a  bond  that  flood  out  againfl  ns,  he  has,  as  it  were,  rent 
and  torn  it  to  pieces,  by  nailing  it  to  the  crofs,  on 
which  our  Lord  was  fattened  by  the  nails  that  pierced 
him  through  his  hands  and  feet,  when- he  died  our  fa- 
crifice,  and  redeemed  vs  from  the  curfe  of  the  lanrt  being 
m&tle a  enrfe  for  us.  (Gal.  iii.  13.) 

is  An J having  15  And  having  vanquished,  and  di farmed  all  the 

fi'-.iUd  pnnrpa-  powers  of  darknefs,  the  devil  their  chief,  and  all  the 
iic'raadt  T  Akw  tanks  and  orders  of  apoftate  fpirits  with  him  *,  He, 
of  as 


N  O 

*  Mr  P/irce,  in  a  Ur&  note  on  vbi«  text, 
hih  endeavoured  to  ertabJiJh  i  n tvf  notion, 
n  tV  by  the  prixcipaUtin  tiiipavtrs,  here 
I'l’m k en  of,  were  mtujjt,  not  die  ewV,  btU 
gnvd angels*  There  h  great  ingeuuhy  in  the 
coujefttire,  and  much  labour  employed  ii)  err- 
ticitin  Co  maintain  It,  But*  upon  the  mn£t 
careful  examination*  it  dges  pot  appear  to  me 

to- be  fufficrcntly  fnpported :  For*.  adiaiEJing 
tha'  he  fpvfcd  triad Mfitia  and  powers  is  not 
pc  lifted  of  Ckrijl7  Wof  God  At  Father^  "its. 
utvft  naturally  to  be  underwood  of  what  the 
Father  did  hj f  Chrifl,  in  his  triumphant 
death  ;  and  yet,  a*  thrift's  crofs,  mention* 
ej  in  the  cloft  of  the  foregoing  vaft,  b  the 
j  in  medial  0  antecedent  to  this,  it  frem*  plain 
zuA  aty  enough  lo  refer of  printt- 
ptfiriti  m\d  psvtn  to  him,  as  what  he  him* 
iclfh^s  done,  hy  his  fufft  rings  and  death,  in 
obtaining  the  cotnjueft  over  them .  And  as 
Co  Its  ctinncdiofi  with  ibe  context*  which 
this  learned  writer  thinks  cannot  be  made 

out,  but  upon  his  interpretation,  what  can 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  apoftfe**  dc%c  to 
prove,  that  believe n  art  nwpktc  w  €brijiw 
(ver,  so.)  than  to  Jhow  that  they  arc  not  on- 
i  y  partakers  of  the  the  fpiriu  aJ  drctlmcifiou , 
which  is  rtgnificd  fry  the  New  TaftiHentnr- 
omance  of  bapiifrri,  and,  are  qufckncd  with 
and  forgiving  all  trefpwflcs,  and  ac- 
quitted  from  law -oblige rum*  that  flood  In 
tarts  againfl  thems  h«t  that  ili  the  power* 
cf  Jurkncfs  are  alio  entirely  vuiiipnfiicd  fi*r 
th^aa  by  his  crofs?  And  what  the  aportie 
j*.;j  fiiid,.  ver.  ro,  about  Chsift1?  befog  ikf 


T  E, 

bead  of  nil  printt palifr  a  a  A  power  t  Isa  fofficfcnt 
union  again  It  wTrfitipfhg  of  fitigtlu  w*v  iS. 
19*  This  gentle  man,  Ln  further  iuppoit  of 
his  own  iitterpncuritm,  fuppofes  that,  before 
our  Saviour's  time,  (be  good  angcUlmd  pro- 
vjnccs  and  ilumjn tuns  allotted  them,  one  p re* 
fuling  over  one  country,  and  another  wer 
anotliejT  country,  which  he  apprehends  is  ia- 
timaicd  by  the  menthir  that  is  made  of  the 
princes  of  Pfr/m  and  C/wc,  and  Mjci«?thc 
prince,  Dm.  x.  ij,  xo,  u>  but  that,  at  our 
Lord's  jefurrcilion,  this  power  was  taken 
them,  and  they,  being  a])  diverted  ot 
titcir  dominion,  were  ptserd  in  fubjcAton  tfr 
Mniv  But  though  it  be  undoubtedly  trw,  that 
Cbrifl  is  in  our  na:ur“  raifed  far  about  afS 
prhitipff lisle  s  and  aod  thai  auseft^ 

av&oriLM,  and  p*rwtrt  art  madtfibjtH 
(Kphcf,  L  to,  nr  and  i  Pet.  ii*  »*.)>  T*  ^ 
know  of  no  imlma'iou  in  Jcripture,  that  be 
has  reduced  rheir  po^vers,  or  taken  awvy  any* 
thing  fr«m  them,  which  they  ever  had  be* 
fore ;  nor  dues  it  it-um  very  agreeable  to  the 
jr.rft'  that  ihines  forth  in  his  hcadlhip  to  an¬ 
gels  **  well  as  men,  to  fuppo  let  hat  became 
lo  deprive,  or  divert  them  of  any  dignity,  nr 
dominion,  that  they  before  were  potfeifed 
of:  Nor  ii,  ^it  is  iiid  in  Dun.  x*  13,10* 
1  j  .  about  il>e  pj-mc^s  of  PtrAa  mul  Crew,  and. 
Mithatl  the  prince,  any  real  proof  of  dirtmO 
domhtio;;s  beuij*  aiiiencd  10  (!' Slicnt  in^tls- 
over  diligent  comitrk  s;  for  though  Mitvar?* 
whieii  iome  Jhppofc  to  he  Chr-ll  bhnlelt-,  and 
others  a  chief  mmHter  of  (lie  heavenly  hnit 
underbill!,  appeared  for  ihdr 

eucm::i> 


Ch.  if. 


<J4  The  EpiJUe  to  the  Colossi  ins  paraphrafed. 


of  them  openW, 
triumphing  over 
them  in  tt» 


rtf  Id  n^mai 
therefore  jnd£* 
yoO  in  meat  or  in 
drink,  or  in  re- 
fpcfl  of  as  holy* 
day,  or  of  ihe 
new-'nflon,  or  of 
vie 


as  the  feecLof  the  woman,  that  was  to  bruife  the  fer- 
pent's  head,  (Gen,  Hi,  15*)  and  God  the  leather,  by 
him,  expofed  them  to  open  contempt  and  frame,  in 
the  view  of  ail  the  holy  angels,  as  fpoils  of  war,  tri¬ 
umphing  like  a  glorious  conqueror  over  them,  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  croft,  (ver*  14.}  as  his  fuflermgs  upon  it 
were  a  complete  frtisfa&ion  to  divine  jutlice  for  fin, 
and  as  he  through  tic  at  b  dcjhojcd  him  that  had  the  power 
of  dcathy  that  is  the  devil)  (Heb<  ii*  [4.)  and  did  this  by 
hts  own  ftrength,  without  the  aid  or  afliftaucc  of  any 
creature  whatfoever,  (ffa*  hiii*  3.) 

16  Since  therefore  the  believing  Gentiles^  as  well  as 
JewS)  are  complete  in  Cbrift,  (ver,  io.)  and  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  ordinances*  that  was  contrary  to  both,  is 
now  cancelled*  (See  the  note  on  ver *  14.)  let  no  Jcwijb 
zealot  pretend  ;  or,  if  any  of  them 

Ibould  be  fo  rail:  and  prdiunptuous,  let  none  of  you  be 
troubled  at  their  vain  pretences,  to  cenftire  and  con¬ 
demn  you,  as  tho*  ye  were  excluded  from  falvation,  be¬ 
came  yc  do  not  oblervc  their  legal  rites:  As,  to  instance 
in  Tome  particulars,  which,  together  with  circumcifion, 
they  lay  great  ftrefs  upon.  None  ought  to  judge  and 
condemn  you,  for  not  abftaintng  from'  JevsiJb  meats, 
or  drinks,  as  forbidden  in  (heir  law  ;  or  on  account  of 
your  neglecting  to  keep  their  religious  annual  feftivals, 
fuch  as  the  pafTover,  pemecoft,  and  the  feaft  of  taber¬ 
nacles;  or  their  monthly  feafls  at  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  new  moon  ;  *  or  even  their  fevtnth  day  weekly 

fab- 
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eaciuic'7  j  yet  the  princes  of  Prrfia  and  Greece 
may  muft  nit  unity  be  iinWo'xl  of  earthly 
pn^m,  rb4  were  list  over  ihtle  kingdoms, 
according  to  the  common  interpretation  ; 
And  if  any  els  were  JuppTfed  io  be  ^  intended 
by  thcJc  princes,  tr*ic  can  hardly  think  they 
TQEti-gatai  en%?h>  fiucc  one  of  tlK'im  contend¬ 
ed  agatnft  ike  other,  and  a^>ne  bur  Michael 
the  prince  htM,  with  fheangrt  ihut  lpak:* 

J QanieL  As  to  ibme  fur:  her  crticifmsof  this 
authm-^,  to  maintain  hi>  poi'.ii,  he  fnpp.>ffcj 
that  these  it  no  neceKliy  of  [akin £  the  4  orris, 
he  1  tude  a  ficv>  of  them  apeeh,  i:i  an  Ul  feafe  : 
and  we  may  with  n  good  rcafcw  fiipppfc,  that 
there  is  jjo  ncccflity  of  taking  triumphing  over 
tlfrm7  to  ftgivfy  (is  he  renders  if)  eartfing 
them  fc  triumph',  for  tho*  ir  be  >>  traniiated  in 
1.  Cor,  ii  14*  yet  the  irfcir,  which  is 

ufr-t  •tJy  in  thefe  two  of  the  New 

TcftanienT,  ttiod  proprv[y  fR\[ncwriy 

fignities  to  triumphs  ansi  fo  is  10  bs  jcjuJUu- 
<\i  one  way,  or  the  other,  3c:oi;iii;£  rA%  th** 
fnbjcA  matter  leads  to  ii,  and  rrot, 
nectiTjiy,  in  the  kf*  uTkri  kmc.  Ami  in 
tbit  iralkl  tc*:,  ilivici  :v.  B, 


"  E  $,  . 

apoftle  ipcflkf  of  ChriAV  ka&ng  captivity  cap* 
five,  the  alltriion  is  to  the  triumph  of  cot 1- 
<joeror*  oyer  their  cncmks;  at.d  10  PfaL 
Jstviii,  if,  i3>  the  place  there  referred  to, 
the  holy  angds  are  repreieiueil  as  his  atten¬ 
dant  st  and  not  as  the  v  n^tip?cil  captives  t  in 
his  triumphtur  u  if  saltan.  {Sec  aifo  the  botes 
00  fiphd.  iv.  B.) 

*  S-tHtth  fee**  to  be  h;ve  me*nt  nf  the 
jrv^'th  (bij  jalhtth  f  bi  e-ovfc  diflingnifheit 
fr->m  ihe  anniverkry  juJ  tsi'Pthly  feftivak 
of  the  jy^atrj ;  an4  fes-ani:  this  \%  the  com¬ 
mon  import  of  the  ■.voi-d  faiheth  in  the  Neitf 
*1  eft  ament,  an  l  i?  always  f>  in  the  Old, 
when  mentioned  in  ctmjunft'on  with,  or  in 
contradiction  to  ^ur-mjpjyj  aji;l  fcafii*  (.^ce 
'  Or  Wfuib/s  note  nit  the  place,)  But  then 
.the  caution  agshul  z  rdijj*ous  regard  ro  it  ^ 
to  he  coniidrrrtl  on;!/  with  reference  M  the 
ohlijcattan?  that  lay  on  the  Jews  to  oh&rrc 
jhat'pank'Lfhr  <ky*  doling  the  MoftU  dif- 
pc  nation,  aiid  its  at  ending  rit^l  obtr- 
vjiKCi,  whir1:  iiut  not  heW^ro  the  moraivy 
of  ;h^  tViiiaih,  nor  v*vt  nollga'ary 
C.l  uILii  ihe  jcutvth  fcnU- 


CL  H.  The  Epsjlle  to  ^.Colossians  parapbrafed,  oj 

!y  fabbaths,  wticb  God  inflituted  to  be  peculiarly  ob- 
fetvedj by  them  under  the  Mofaic  diTperifation. 

»  Which  ire  i  -j  Which  fort  of  ordinances)  fo  far  forth  as  they 
tUinS^eome*  were  ™crely  ceremonial  and  Jevrijb,  were  only  types, 
biit  the  body  ii  of  figures,  or  adumbrations  of  the  good  things  of  the  gol- 
Clnift.  pel,  {Heb.  x.  i.) ;  but,  in  oppofition  to  thefe  fhadows, 

the  reality,  truth,  Or  fubftance  of  the  things  themfelves, 
are  broiigbt  in  by  Chritt,  and  to  be  fought  and  found 
only  in  him.  The  lain,  came  by  Mofeit  but  grace  and 
truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrifi%  (John  i.  17.) 
in  Let  no  man  18  And  fmee  he,  in  whom  ye  are  complete,  is  the 

brsmleyounfyour  Qf  aji  principality  and  power,  (ver.  to;  and  fee 

reward,  tn  a  vu-  .  c  r  w  f  \ 

Juntary  humility,  the  tlOtC  OR  WA  1J*)  Let  110  OHC  ■**''■) 

aod  whether 


N  O 

firlf,  under  the  gof|?cl-ftatc  t  But  the  devo¬ 
ting  of  *  fetenth  part  of  lime  m  a  hvly  man* 
her  to  the  Lord,  unchangeably  tv 

lUe  moral  nature  and  obligation  of  the  fourth 
lommindment*  which  is  transferred  in  the 
New  Tefbmcnt,  from  the  feventh  to  the 
hrfl  day  of  the  week*  (Stt  the  notes  on 
John  xx.  ad,  and  Aft?  xx.  tO  .To  this  it 
may  not  be  amif$  to  add  the  judicious  iKJ:e  of 
Mr  Ktnmftft  in  his  <ti  flirtation  on  the  obla¬ 
tions  of  Corn  and  AbcU  p*  164,  i«j,  where 
he  fays,  “  The  febbath,  or  Mjekly  day  of 
44  holinefs,  might  well  be  called  a  Jigs  to  tht 
**  Jew*',’*  for  the  Jabbath  ww  a  fynt 

at  beia^  founded  on  a  double  rcafrn,  the  te- 
cond  of  which  {the  £%ypfi<in  deliverance) 
evidently  dtftmguiftied  that  people  from  all 
others,  tad  was  therefore  ai  a  ilgn  conftant* 
ly  to  ft  mind  them  of  the  particular  care  of 
ho&vtn,  and  what  uncommon  returns  of 
goorineft  they  were  to  make  for  1b  Genal  a 
deliverance*  But  there  is  great  region  to 
believe,  that  the  febbath  of  the  ifratlitn 
was  altered  with  thtlr  year,  at  their  coming 
forth  from  ;  and  a  Ihort  intention  to 
ihir  point  may  sot  he  here  improper ;  The 
cate  then  foems  to  be  this?  At  the  finifhing 
of  the  creation  G*4  funftliod  the  fevsuth 
day ;  this  feventh  day,  being  the  fir  ft  day  of 
Wcfcae’s  life,  was  eonfocrated  by  way  of  fir  ftp 
fruits  to  God ;  and  therefor*  M Um  may  rea^ 
fonahly  be  fuppofed  to  have  began  his  com- 
pnuroit  of  the  days  of  the  week  with  the 
wkvU  day  of  his  own  -exigence  ;  thrs 
die  fab  bath  became  the  firft  day  of  the 
4  eefc :  But  when  man  kind  fdl  from  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  true  God,  they  fiHl  iUbtHtwed 
the  wovfhtp  of  the  Sim  in  his  place,  and  pre* 
«p-vipgOie  feme  weekly  day  of  warfliip,  but 
cr  voting  it  to  the  Sun,  the  fobbath  was  eaJ- 
lul  Sunday  ;  for  that  Sunday  was  the  Gift 
diy  of  the  week,  and  is  lb  AH1  in  the  exit,  is 
,.rutcd  by  Mi-  (JuL  Nat*  ami  Gent* 

iW  j*  c*  aa*  Tim*  the  febbada  of  the  p^* 
Miarehs  continued  to  be  tlw  Sunday  of  the 
f  oh  Vi  t 


T  E* 

idohtors  till  the  coming  up  of  the  Tfrttititr 
out  of  and  then,  as  God  altered  the 

beginning  of  their  year,  fo  he  a  Lb  changed 
the  day  of  their  worship  from  Send*?  to  £*j* 
turdaj ;  the  firlt  rcafon  of  which  mi^bt  be, 
that  at  Sunday' was  the  day  of  wot  lb  ip  a- 
mong  the  idolaiors,  the  IfratUtex  would  i« 
more  likely  to  join  with  them  if  rhey  refleit 
on  the  feme  day,  than  if  they  were  to  worfc 
on  that  day,  and  Serve  their  God  up^n  ana* 
ther*  Uut  a  fecoud  rtziba  certainly  ***<,  in 
order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  4i  i]tetr 
u  deliverance  on  that  d^y  frt«n  E^jphnn 
u  flawy;11  for  when  he  applies  rht 

fourth  commandment  to  the  p?irucuhr  caf» 
of  h\s  own  people,  Gen;,  v.  rj,  does  not 
enforce  it,  us  in  £xodP  kx.  >1.  by  the  con- 
fidintioi)  of  CttiTs  rtjliitg  ?n  that  ditfh 
which  was  cite  iabbath  01  the  patrarchs; 
but  binds  it  upon  them  by  feyin  »,  "  Re-i 
(<  member  that  thou  waft  aiervamin 
“  and  th *1  the  Lord  thy  God  brought  ih:c 
M  oat  thence  through  a  mighty  hand,  aud 
M  by  a  ftretciied-oui  arm;  therefore  tlie 
“  Lord  tliy  God  hstth  c^rnmarAed  ibcc  tv 
*4  keep  this  /hb^ath-dai**  A'lo  vui?  'hen 
t he  preceding  obfemtiotu,  .we  immediately 
fee  how  the  febbuth  *  rurally 
Sunday  after  the  aboliiidn  of  witb- 

ouieny  ex  |ircfs  command  fori  he  alteration  »** 
To  which  he  add*  a  flotation  from  Bp* 
Cxmhrtwd*  (0:i^.  Gen’*  Amio.  *■-. 
which  f>eiks  of  the  GintiUu  as  called,  after 
Chrift‘s  time,  hiio  iiie  ,'a.mc  univeriit  cburch 
with  cue  patriarchs  ;  and  anoihcr  from  Jaf* 
iu:  ■  Apob>g,  prim*  Edit-  Thitlby^ 

p*  pb*)  which  I  find  in  »he  PWt  ^  1  :tir  »:* 

Jf/i*'  Martyr'*  id  apology,  p*  pp.  Tha 
purport  of  which  ii,  that  aTlChrftKaut  gene* 
ralW  affcmbJcd  'f«r  rdiguus  4-rfnip  rnith^ 
Sun&y',  neciufe  it  is  the  firft  d»y  af yr  ihtr,  ia 
which  God  hid  firjidted  the  creafoct  o;  vr.c 
world ;  znd  oa  the  feme  day  of  the  wedt, 
;efu.>  Chrlft*  <mr  Savhi  jf,  ro:c  from  the 
{tet  -Lb  vr  v w{*i on  th«vV*^v*j 
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and  ivo*'fl:ir>p:n£ 
o*  im  ra¬ 

ti  ;ng  Una  ‘.hole 
itunj-  >jehlch  he 
huth  n::t  f;cnt 
vainly  up 

by  1m  fkibly 
nuodj 


The  Epijfk  re  the  CoLossijins  paraphrased.  A.  & 

whether  JeviiJb  zealot  or  Gentile  philosopher,  take 
upon  him  -j*  unjoftly  to  deprive  ytwrof  that  glorious  prize 
of  the  eternal  inheritance  which  is  adjudged  in  the 
gofpel  to  every  true  believer;  or  lead  you  out  of  the 
way  to  it,  by  drawing  you  into  a  willing  compliance 
with  the  falfe  and  affected  humility  of  men’s  own-  de- 
vifnn',  and  net  of  God’s  commanding ;  and,  under  that 
dlfguife,  into  paying  religious  worihip  to  angels,  or  in¬ 
ferior  dsmons,  as  mediators  and  intcrctflbrs,  on  pre¬ 
tence  of  its  being  too  bold  and  prefumptuous  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  Divine  Majefty,  without  their  interpoGtion- 
between  him  .and  you.-  The  pretender  to  thefe  notions 
arrogantly  attempts  to  pry  into  fuch  things  as  God 
has  never  revealed,  and  as  are  quite  above  his  reach, 
and  he  has  no  knowledge  of ;  and  would  determine  a* 
bout  them  under  the  power  of  his  own  vain  and  carnal 
mind,  that  is  blown  up  and  Swelled  with  felf-conceit, 
and  the  pride  of  hnman  reafonings  about  God  and  an¬ 
gels,  and  the  way  of  a  Goner’s  accefs  to  him,  and  with 
a  fond  defire  of  being  thought  wifer  than  other  men. 

19  And  fuch  an  one  runs  into  thefe  cairupt  notions 
to  the  high- diihonour  of  Jefus  Chrift,  rejecting,  in- 
Head  of  laying  hold  by  faith  on  him,  or  adhering  to, 
and  trolling  alone  in  him,  as  the  only  and  all-fufficient 
Mediator  and  Advocate,  to  recommend  us  and  our  pray¬ 
ers  to  divine  acceptance;  and  joining  mere  creatures  in 
office  with  him,  who  is  the  iiead  of  rule  and  dominion 
over  both  the  holy  and  the  fallen  angels,  {yer.  10.)  as 
well  as  over  all  the  other  works  of  hit  hand;  and  is  the 
representative  and  vital,  as  welt  as  governing  head  of 
the  church  ;  from  whom  all  the  members  of, his  myfti- 
eal  body,  deriving  fpi ritual  nourifhmenr,  are  united  to 
him  and  to  one  another,  by  his  Spirit,  and  by  faitband 
love,  and  by  means  of  religious  ordinances,  which  an- 
fwer  to  the  joints,  ligaments  and  nerves,  that  unite  tbc 
members  of  the  natural  body  one  to  another,,  and  to 
their  head ;  and  fo  increafe  in  light  and  grace,  com¬ 
fort,  holinefs,  and  (Irength,  and  in-  every  excellent  and 
abounding  improvement  of  a  fpi  ritual  nature,  which 
God  is  the  author  of,,  and  which  is  well-pleafing  in  hit 
tight,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  his  praife  and  glory. 

20  If  therefore,  according  to  the  meaning  and  en¬ 
gagement  of  your  baptifm,  (urr-  12.)  ye  be  fpititually 
dead  with  Chrift;  and  if  by  virtue  of  his  death,  who 
nailed  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances  to  his  crofs,  [ver. 

14.) 

NOTE. 

|  Here  i<  a  plain  ^llolion  to  the  Ttra&ttfdt  judged  the  prize  to  wrtAlcttt  ncco#  tea  i* 
oificen,  that  judged,  and  feratiisc*  f-dfelj  the  Grtciaw  garner 


7^  AtkJ-  not 
folding  the  head, 
from  which  ilL 
the  body  Uy joints 
end  bunds  hat* 
ing .  iK^itifhfrent 
min  HI  red  ,  and 
knir  together.  in- 
mated  wi;ii  the 
iiicrcaJc  of  God* 


%o  W&crtfore 
jf  ye  be  dead  with 
Chiift  from  'he 
ttidiments  of  the 
valid)  why,  a$ 
though 
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14*)  ytf  be  as  effectually  difcbarged,  as  though  ye  were 
corporally  dead)  from  all  obligations  to  pay  any  regard 
to  Jewi/i  inftttutionS)  which  may  be  called  the  rudi¬ 
ments,  or  elements  of  the  world,  (GaL  iv*  3.  fee  the 
paraphrafe  there)}  Why  thcd,  ss  though  ye  were  per* 
tons  of  a  worldly  temper,  and  living  under  fucb  a  car* 
rial  difpenfarion,  are  ye  dill  burdened  with  legal  ordi¬ 
nances)  by  tbofe  that  would  dogmatically  impofe  them 
upon  you  ?  {Jer/wrijirf*} 

21  Such*  forinftance,  as  relate  to  the  difference  of 
meats,  and  con  fill  in  drift  prohibitions  to  this  effcft,  ^ 
viz,  Never  venture  to  eat  \  no,  nor  taftej  not  fo  much 
as  in  the  lead  touch  any  of  thofe  meats  that  are  cere¬ 
monially  unclean, 

21  All  which  meats  are  nevenhelefe  appointed  of 
God,  for  the  life  of  man  under  the  gof pel- (late  $  and) 
the  command-  are  con  fumed  and  cad  into  the  draught)  in  ofing  them* 
mtntj  ind  Joe*  and  fo  cannot  defile  the  foul,  (Mat*  ii.  re,  17,)  And 
truKt  men  being  now  dead  with  Chrift  to  the  formerly  di¬ 

vine  ordinances  about  thefe  things,  (wr,  20-)  they 
ought  not  to  be  enjoined)  or  obferved)  on  the  foot  of 
human  authority,  how  much  left  ought  your  confidences 
to  be  impofed  upon  in  things  that  neither  have,  nor 
ever  had  any  foundation  in  the  word  of  God  ;  hut,  lilce 
the  worth ipptng  of  angels,  ire*  (wr.  18.)  are  merely 
human  inventions  enforced  upon  you  by  the  arbitrary 
will  and  diftates  of  men  ? 

ijWMchthtngs  23  Thefe  their  commandments  and  doftrinesare  in* 
have  indeed  a  deed  added  to  thofe  of  the  aholilhed  Mofaic  law,  under 

appearances  of  human  wifdoni)  in  con- 
and  humility, and  triving  means  of  paying  redundant  honour  to1  God,  by 
negiefting  nf  the  fuperftitious  worfhip  and  fervices,  as  free-wilUofferings 
our  own>  l«yond  all  that  he  had  preferibed  or  re- 
tKfving  of  the  quired ;  and  in  exprelEons  of  extraordinary  humility* 
(vtr*  18,)  $  as  alfo  in  mortifications  of  the  body  by  nn- 
inflituted  afts  of  felf-dcnial,  and  not  {hewing  anye* 
fteem  of  thofe  things  that  might  gratify  and  refreflv 
animal  nature;  Whereas,  in  reality,  all  this  pretended 
{hew  of  wifdom>  humility  and  mortification)  has  no¬ 
thing  worthy  in  itftlf,  or  truly  honourable  to  God ;  but 
is  only  fuited  to  cultivate  and  pleafe  the  falfe  taf te  of 
men  of  corrupt  minds. 

R  E  C  O  L- 

NOTE.' 

*  8evrr at  critics  have  obfcrvcd,  thattowri  and  the  nevtveric  ftiswi  that  they  entirdr 
fttf  (ji,  aJ^i)  fomettmts  ftgitifiei  eat  pot;  and  nrbu  “  to  meats  that  p?rtfh  with  the  nfing/* 
fo  die  gndtiion  of  thefe  Jtwfb  piobibitiani  (See  B:(hop  Dave&xnt  snd  Mr  JVirife  on  die 
is  very  clear  -and  Arong,  as  tahitrf  it  kfs  place.) 
tbjn  catr&£»  and  handling  is  left  than  tatting* 

E  2 


ch.  & 

though  IWiog  in 
the  world,  are  ye 
fobjeft ,  to 
oaaoes; 


«  (Touch  not, 
tallc  not,  handle 
not ; 


11  Which  all 
are  to  perifh  with 
the  after 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  aftftionate  are  Chrift  Vfervauts  to  his  people,  whether  they  be  perfonally 
acquainted  with  them  or  not  i  And  how  felicitous  tor  their  union*  comfort,  anil 
increafc  tn  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  Sot*  Jefus  Ghrift  J  How  delighted 
hi  rrHc&ioiu  on  their  faith  and  order!  And  how  concerned  that,  as  they  have 
received  Chrift  iii  all  his  offices,  they  may  walk  b  him,  with  ftedfaftneft  of  faith* 
love,  and  obedience*  and  with  gratitude  ami  praife  acccpding  (o  what  they  have 
learned  and  received  from  him  !■  And  O  how  glorious  is  our  Lord  in  his  divine 
nature*,  as  poffctted  of  all  thefutaeis  of  the  Godhead  raud  in  hteluurtan  nature  and 
office-capacity,  as  enriched  with  att  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge*  far 
em-uting  the  high  and  important  truft  committed  to  him  !.  Believers  cannot  but 
be  complete  in  him*  whale  divine  and  mediatorial  chfl  rafters  are  fo  great  and  ex¬ 
cellent,  who  is  the  Head  of  dominion  overall  the  holy  and  fallen  angels,  and  the 
head  of  reprcfentatioir,  government*  and- influence  to  the  church;  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  which  are  ctofely  united  to  him  and  one  another,  and  derive  all  fuppfies 
of  grace  and  fpiritual  nourifhmcnt  from  him*  in  fuch  waya-of  union  and  commu¬ 
nication-  as  are  anfwerabie  to  thofe  of  the  natural  body.  They  arc  quickened  by 
his  Spirit  from  their  former  death  In  fin;  arc  forgiven  all  trefpaifrs,  and  marie 
conformable  to  his  death  and  refurreftion*  according  to  the  meaning  and  obliga¬ 
tion  of  their  baptifm*  which  comes  in  the  room  of  circmncifion,  and  is  tn  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  fame  fort  of  fubjefts ;  and.  they,  are  delivered  from  all  obligations  of 
the  ceremonial  and  moral'  law  too*  as  a  covenant  of  works,  and  from  its  curft, 
which*  for  failure  of  obedience  to  its  precepts,  Itood  againii  them*  But,  hlctfcd 
be  God,  the  whole  frame  of  legal  ordinances,  that  one  way  or  other  testified 
agrinft  them*  is  now  dcmoStfhed  by  the  croft  of  Cbrift*  who  is  the  fubftance  of 
its  fhadows,  as  they  are  fulfilled  in  him  ^  and.  has  taken  away  its  curfe*  as  bore 
by  him ;  and  who*  by  means  of  his  own  death*  has  entirely  fnbducd*  difarmed. 
and  publicly  triumphed  over  all  the  devils  in  hell,  as  his  captives- in  chains*  What 
therefore  have  believers  to  do  any  more  with  Jewilh  abolimcd'  meats  and  drinks, 
or  their  folcmn  firafts  and  fcventh-day  fabbatb,  or  their  ceremonial  rights  of  air/ 
kind  i  How  much  Ids  ought  they  to  frit  in  with  human  invent  ions  and  injunc¬ 
tions,  relating  to  the  wurffiipof  God  l  How  careful  fhoulri  they  be*  never  to 
pay  religious  homage  to  him  by  the  mediation  of  faints  or  angels,  to  the  difpa- 
ragement  and  rejection  of  Chrift*  tls  their  only  Head’  and  Advocate*  or  in  buy 
way  that  he  lias  not  jireferibcd  in  his  word  l  They- are  dead  with  him  to  all 
thefe  things;  and  whatever  pretences  there  may  be  of  wifdom*  humility,  anil 
mortification  of  the  body  in  them*  Let  nunc" deceive  us  by  enticing  words, 
nor  condemn  us  for  ncgkftiug  them;  nor  lead  us  out  of  the  way  to  eternal 
Hfc*  by  drawing  m  into  an  obfervation  of  them.  They  are  all  wiH-worftup, 
mci^a  own  d'evifing*  to  loothc  the  pride  and'  carnal  temper  of  thofe  that 
would  be  wife  above  what  is  written,  and  pry  into  things  that  they  know 
nothing  of.  They  are  works  of  fapererogatiou  and  fuperfUtlon,  tbat  bring  jio 
honour  to  God,  whatfoovrr  is  pretended  by  men.  May  wc  therefore  keep 
faft  hold  by  faith  on  (Thrift*  and  ftetffkfUy  adhere  to  him,  as  our  Head*  and 
abide  by  his  inftiturions,  and  never  fu bruit  our  conlcictices  to  the  ordinance^; 
doctrines*  and  command  Lr*tm$  of  men  1 


CHAP.  111. 

The  apojlk  exhorts  the  Coloflians  to  he  heavenly-minded,  at  thofe  that 
art  rifeti  with  Chtijl,  ir— 4-  >  to  mortify,  alt . corrupt  affeBions,  as 
thofe  tbat  are  renewed  after  the  image  of  God,  i  r.  *  to  cultivate 

mutual  love,  forbearance ,  and  forgivennefs,  with  other  evangelical 
graces,  i — 17,;  and  to  pra&ife  the  relative  duties  of  wives  au~ 
hujl-aiidi)  children,  $srertst  and  fervar.is,  iS,— *25. 


Ch.  in. 

Tex** 

I F  yc  thco  be  f  j- 
*  fcn  withCKHft, 
iirck  chofc  thinp 
which  are  above, 
vfUTC  Chrift  fit- 
wh  on  the  right 
Luu)  r>f  God, 


t  Set  your  af* 
rc(flioJi5  ooihings 
aV^fC,  net  on 
thirties  OC  Hie 
earth* 


3  For  ye  arc 
and  your 
Hfc  ii  hid  irith 
^CbritVia  God, 


Tie  Epifih  to  tie  Colossi  a  ns  pataphrafed.  4j§t 

Paraphrase,  a.  .. 

TF,  aa  I  truft,  according  to  your  profeffion,  ye  be  in* 
^  dced.rifen  from  the  death  of  fm-tu  the  life  of  righte* 
oufhefs,  through  the  faith  of  theoperation  of  God,  {chap. 
’ii-  12.)  together -with,  in  conformity  to,  and  by  the 
-quickening  virtue  of  a  rifen  Saviour,  ftew  that  ye  ate 
fo,  by  the  elevated  temper,  and  outgoings  of  your 
hearts,  as  afpiring  upwards  in  your  meditations  and 
views,  inquiries  and  earned  .purfuits,  -by  prayer,  and 
.all  other  ordinances  of  divine  appointment,  after  rea¬ 
lizing, -clear  and  enlarged  experiences  and  afTurunees 
of  the  durable,  fubltantial,  and  falUfying  thing-:,  that 
•relate  to-a  future  world  of  at!  delights,  that  lyes  far  a- 
•bove-all  vi fible  heavens,  { Epbef.  iv.  jo.)  where  Jcfps, 
your  afcended.Hcad  in  human  nature  is  ■,  and  becaufe- 
•hp  is  there  exalted  in  all -his  majefly  and  aurbority,  dig- 
nity  and  glory,  Ueffednefs,  rett  and  fafety,  as  thefe  are 
metaphorically  fignified  by  his  fitting  at  the  right  hand 
-of  God  the  Father,  (fee  the  note  on  dRi  vii.  55.)  to 
■fecure  your  belt  and  eternal  interefis,  by  making  con¬ 
tinual  ipterceflion,  and  preparing  a  place  for  you,  that 
1 where  brTu  there  ye  may  be  atjb>  Lc  heboid  his  glory .  (John 
xiv.  3,  and  xvii.  24.) 

2  Let  all  your  afFeflions  of  defire  and  hope,  love 
and  delight,  be  fupremely  fixed,  like  fpiritualiy  mind¬ 
ed  men,  (Am*,  viii.  5.)  with  relifh  and  favour,  (?(»«<«) 
upon  thofe  excellent  things,  tbat  belong  .to,  and  are 
tranfa&ed  in  that  upper  Hate,  which  far  furpafs  all  our 
thoughts;  and  not  upon  the  empty,  uncertain,  peri  ft* 
•ing  and  defiling  pleafures  and  enjoyments  of  this  world  ; 
nor  upon  the  ceremonial  rudiments  of  it,  which  are  as 
.much  below  the  -worth  and  dignity  of  there  fublime  fe¬ 
licities,  as  the  earth  is  inferior  to  heaven:  And  ’tis 
.highly  fit  that  ye,  as  Cbriflians,  (hould-feck  after,  and 
fet  your  afTsfiions  on  heavenly  things. 

3  For  ye  are,  by.  profeflion  and  obligation,  and  all 
-true  .believers  among  you  .are,  hy  communion  with 
Chrilt  in  'bis  death,  really  dead  in  your  hearts  and  af- 
feftions,  as  to  -the  Majuie  law,  and  crucified,  with 
him,  to  (in  and  the  world,  (Rom,  vi,  2,  6.  and  (7, if,  vi. 
1 4.). fir  39  not  to  feek  your  portion,  and  place  your  hap- 
pinefs  in  earthly  things:  And  all  the  entertainments 
.and  enjoyments  of  your  fpiritual  life  are  maintained, 
and  carried  on,  .in  fee  ret  tmnfa£lior$  between  Gotland 
your  own  fouls  here,  till  they  finll  be  perft&ed  in  ait 
eternal  life  of  all  bluffed  nefs  and  glory  hereafter,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  your  myflical  union  with  Chrift  your  head,  who 
dumfell  is  eflentially  united  with  God  the  Father,  as  ho 
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4  When  Chrift 

v&Q  ij  aur  life 
fh*U  appear,  then 
Hull  yp  alfo  aji-* 
pear  wijJi  him  in 
Slaty. 


}Mortif;tW 

fr^re  yonr  mem* 
bers  which  are 
ppoo  the  earth; 
ipf;iica|!nnt  un^ 
clears  eft,  inordi¬ 
nate  atfrftinn,  e- 
yjl  conf  trpjfccnce, 
*uil  tfovetmifnciSj 
which  Ls  idpUtry: 


is  in  the  Son,  and  the  Son  in  the  Father,  (fohrt  xiv. 
it*  and  xvii.  at,;  fee  the  notea  there-)  The  things  o£ 
this  heavenly  life  are  out  of  fight,  they  being  hid,  as 
much  as  Chrift  himfelf  now  is,  from  an  eye  of  fenfe, 
and  from  the  conceptions  of  a  carnal  mind  ;  and  after 
all  that  believers  Themfelves  experience  of  them,  they 
know  not  -what,  they  /bail  he,  (i  John  ui.  a*}  }  and  they 
are  the  molt  excellent  things,  that  are  fecureiy  treafured 
up  with  Chrift,  in  the  fecret  purpofes,  and  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  prefence  of  God  the  Father,  as  a  fafe  and  pre¬ 
cious  referyc  for  you,  teady  to  he  revealed  in  the  lafi 
times,  (i  Pet.  i.  4,  5.) 

4  When  Chrift,  who  lives  in  us,  (Gal.  ii.  20.)  and 

is  the  purchafer,  antbor,  fufUiner  and  fi niftier,  and 
the  fcope  and  end  of  our  fpiritual  life,  ft  all  appear,  as 
the  judge  of  the  whole  world,  in  his  own  glory,  and  in 
the  glory  of  his  Father,  and  of  all  the  holy  angels, 
(Luke  is.  26.)  i  then  ye  a]fo,  who  are  quietened  by  his 
Spirit,  (hall  be  glorified  with  him,  and  fliine  forth,  in 
fuut  and  body,  with  a  glory  refembling  that  in  which 
he  himfelf  will  he  mamfefled  us  your  Head  and  Saviour* 
{Phil.  iii.  2t.)  * 

5  In  pi'ofpe&  therefore  of  this  blciTed  day,  and  in  re- 

ft  cation  on  the  fpirituality,  purity  and  fublime  happi- 
nefs  ye  fhatl  then  enjoy,  as  thofe  that  ere  rifen  with 
Chrift,  and  dead  to  fm  and  the  pleafores  of  this  world, 
labour,  through  the  Spirit,  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the 
tody,  (Rom.  viti.  ij.)  that  ye  may  daily  fubdue  them 
more  and  more,  till  ye  have  entirely  (lain  all 

the  remainders  of  your  carnal  inclinations  to  iniquitous 
and  earthly  things ;  which,  may  be  pen  littered  as  fo 
many  members  of  the  old  man,  the  body  of  (in,  that  exe¬ 
cute  its  defigns  ahout  earthly  things,  and  are  influen¬ 
ced,  and  exert  themfelves,  by  the  members  qf  the  na¬ 
tural  body,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom.  vi.  13.}  while  ye 
continue  in  this  impcrf«&  ftace  upon  earth.  To  in- 
ftance  in  fome  particulars,  that  are  a  (ha me  to  the  Chri- 
ftian  character,  exert  your  holy  principles,  under  di¬ 
vine  influence,  to  gain  an  abl'elute  conqueft  over  all 
forts  of  unlawful  embraces,  whether  hi  the  Angle  or 
married  life,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor.  v.  t.)  all  impurity 
in.,  thought,  Word,  or  deed}  all  propenflons  to  any  £11, 
and  particularly  that  of  unchaftity ;  all  the  firft  motions 
to  it  in  heart ;  and  all  exedfive  dcGrc  after  the  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  rhis  world,  which  is  fpiritual  idolatry,-  as  it 
feta  the  creature  in  the  place  of,  or  at  lceft  in  a  compe¬ 
tition  with  God  himfelf,  and  draws  the  heart,  and  its 
tiuft  and  confidence,  .off  from  him  to  tbgij. 

.  /  it* 


Ckm. 

€  For  riiieh 
t  hints  feke  {he 
wrath  of  Ood 
cometh  on  the 
rhildfta  of  difi^ 

l»ttlica(c> 


f  In  the  which 
vt  Jib  walked 
fume  time,  when 
lived  in  them. 


8  Brit  now  ye 
dfn  put  off  all 
thefe  ;  an$*r  , 
wrath  ,  rrnJicc , 
Matphnvty,  filthy 
./jmmuoicatbtt  , 
ti'-rt  of  jour 
incurb. 


p  Lie  not  one 
to  a  not  her*  fee¬ 
ing  that  ye  hare 
r>ilt  dJf  the  #1d 
man  vkh  bu 
decdjj 


The  Spifife  to  At  CoiAtotmrs  fsraphrafed.  7* 

6  All  thefe,  and  every  tiling  of  a  like;  Jinful  nature, 
are  to  be  abandoned  and  abhorred,  as  defiling  and  pro¬ 
voking  evils.  On  account  of,  and  for  the  punifiiment 
of  which,  the  juft  ice  of  God  break;  forth  in  executions 
of  bis  terrible  indignation,  fortietimes  iti  this  worlds 
and  certainly  in  the  ntxt,  on  the  Fefra&ory  Tons 

of  m  fidelity,  and  difob  e  die  nee  to  his  cofumr-iuls. 

7  In  which  finful  courfcs  ye  yourfclves  formerly 
went  an,  with  indulgence  and  choice,  in  the  days  of 
your  unbelief  and  nnregeneraey  ;  when,  while  ds7,d 
toward  God,  ye  lived  in  the  love  amt  practice  of  them, 
committing  all  iniquity  with  greedineis, 

8  But  Dow  ye,  as  Chri  Hiatts  renewed  by  grace,  nttght 
to  have  no  further  fellow  Chip  with  thefe  deals  of  daik- 
nds ;  the  time  pqfl  of  your  life  Jlxftddfuffisc  to  have  wrought 
the  will  <J f  the  Gentiles ,  ( I  Pet.  iv.  3.)  and  together 
with  thefe  flefhly  corruptions,  ye  ought  to  difeard  and 
utterly  renounce  all  the  following  fms,  that  moil  im¬ 
mediately  deprave  the  foul;  foch  ns  caufclefs 'and  in¬ 
temperate  anger  ;  and  furious  paflion,  which  is  the 
height  aLanger ;  arid  a  malicious  revengeful  fpim*. 
which  itfVorlt  of  all :  ye  ought  alfo  to  avoid  all  man¬ 
ner  -of  language  that  difeovere  a  bad  dlipofition  of 
-heart ;  fuch  as  fpeakiug  reproachfully  of  God  and  fa- 
•cred  things,  and  fpeaking  evil  of  otlwts,  [Ef-h.  iv.  31.) 
<0  blaft  their  name,  reputation,  and-  uftfuliicls,  cr  to  be 
■any  way  injurious  to  them  ;  and  ye  fhould  abllain  from 
all  immodefl  exprefliotis,  which  tend  to  defile  your  own, 
or  others  minds,  that  nothing  of  this  kind  may  ever 
proceed  out  of  your  Ups. 

9  Take  heed  alfo  of  ever  fpeaking  any  thing  contra¬ 
ry  td  tt-uth,  with  a  defign  of  deceiving  one  another, 
Which  would  be  to  tm  irate  and  a£t  under  the  in  flu  cute 
of  the  father  of  lies,  [John  viii.  44.)  and  is  incontinent 
with  yew  holy  chara&er,-  privileges  and  obligations; 
fince,  according  to  your  profeflion,  ye,  as  I  truft,  have 
fincerely  andabfolQtdy  cS(t  off,  and  renounced  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  fin,  -with  all  its  pernicious  and  defiling  practices, 
which  may  be  conffidered  as  the  old  men,  that  is  asan- 
tiem  as  your  beings,  and  works  with  fubtilcy  in  you  ; 
but  which  is  now  in  a  decaying  (late,  and  will  foon 
expire,  like  a  man  of  decrepid  old  age,  that  is  daily 
■declining  in  his  flrength,  and  h aliening-  to  the  grave: 
.(fee  the  paraphrafe  on  Rom.  vj,  6.  and  Eph.  iv.  22.)  It 
is  a  (hameful,  felf-comradi£tious  thing  for  you,  who, 
.as  members  of  Chrifl,  have  crucified  the  jicjb  with  its 
<afeEiions  and  lujls,  (Gal.  y,  24.)  to  give  way  to  any 
of  thefe  abominations. 

10  And 
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ie  And  have  io  And  ’tis  much  more  fo,  as  by  a  work  of  heart-* 
m^which  is changing  grace  ye  have  aflumed,  and  as  it  were  clo¬ 
ne*  cd  in  know-  thed  yourfelvcs  with)  the  holy  qualities,  and  beautiful 
lcdfi<,  after  the  ornaments  of  the  new  creature  ;  which  is  a  reftoration 
created  Lm" t0  divine  liken  els*  and  con  lifts  of  fpiritual  light 
and  knowledge,  in  the  renewing  of  your  minds,  as 
well  as  of  righteoufiiefs  and  true  holinefs,  in  the  re¬ 
newing  of  your  hearts  and  lives,  (Epb,  iv.  23,  24,)  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pure  and  fpotlefs  image  of  God,  or  of 
Chrift,  who  at  firft  created  man  after  his  own  Itkenefs, 
which  was  defaced  by  the  fall  ;  but  in  which  he  anew 
creates  him,  by  fuperaatural  grace,  as  Gods  workman* 
Jbip  in  Cbrift  Je/usf  (Epb,  ii,  to.)  and  in  conformity 
to  him,  [Rom*  viii,  29-) 

fTWherrthere  u  In  which  new  creation,  and  the  benefits  of  it, 
b  neither  Gnrrk  there  is  no  partial  refpeft  to  perfons,  on  account  of 
rijLie*cAmX  any  “ternal  privileges,  or  the  want  of  them;  not  to 
fancillon,  harhap-  the  Gentiles^  the  molt  polite  of  which  are  the  Greeks » 
Han,  Scythian,  nor  to  the  Jews\  no,  nor  to  the  moft  learned  among 
tm^Ch ritt  bill*  ,Jmn  >  not  10  them  that  have  been  circnmcifed  in  the 
and  in  all.  -flefh,  and  glory  in  it;  nor  to  them,  whom  they  dif- 
dain  fpr  their  being  uncircumcffed ;  nor  to  the  more 
rude  and  barbarous  nations  among  the  Gentiles »  no, 
not  to  the  molt  favage  of  them  all,  like  rhofe  that  dwell 
in  the  uncultivated  region  of  Scythia  f ;  nor  to  mailers 
or  fervams,  frte^raen  or  flaves  :  but  as  to  perfons  of  all 
thefe  external  characters,  without  regarding  or  difre- 
garding  them,  for  the  fake  of  any  fuch  dittinftions, 
Chrift  is  their  all  who  believe  in-him  ;  he  is  all  in  the 
whole  of  their  falvation  ;  and  they  are  complete  in  Aim, 
(chap*  ti.  10.)  he  is  all  in  all  their  hopes  and  confiden¬ 
ces,  efteem  and  comforts;  in  all  their  privileges  and 
enjoyments;  and  in  dl  their  acceptance  with  God* 
pre fermion  and  feturity  for  eternal  life;  and  he  is  all 
in  the  effectual  workings  of  bis  Spirit  in  them  all :  to 
that  nothing  is  to  be  regarded  by  any  of  them,  in  point 
of  faving  advantage,. btu  thrift;  and  nothing  will  itand 
them  in  ftead,  but  an  intereft  in  him,  who  of  God  it 
made  unto  them  wifdom^  nghtetmfnefs^fanEHfication  and 
redemption^  that  no  fejb  might  glory  in  his  prefevee ,  but 
he  that  glarieiby  might  glory  in  the  Lord}  (1  Cor*  i.  39, 

30,  31*)  12  In 

NOTE, 

.  |  Seythie  a  vaft  country*  that  lay  the  Grech  wrne  thr  mod  learned  and  polity 
with  great  extent  bo'h  in  Afta  and  Eanptj  and  the  Jej/foa/rffhe  mod  barbarous  of  the 
aud  was  divided  into  fevera!  parts  in  (he  A-  GrvHtrf,  the  panphrzfr  has  taken  iff  a  to** 
jiatic  and  Etneperti  diflri£b  ;  and  the  Scyiii-  of  the  different  r^nks  of  all  nation*  among 
arts  were  an  exceeding  hrimfr,  Juvagc  fort' of  iht  GcaiUts,  3$  a*  of  the  general  dill  11  ic- 
peoplc,  a  large  account  nf  whom*  and  of  lion  of  them  fr^m  the  and  thedifTiSv 

ifrviAr'ii,  may  he  fien  under  thi*  word,  in  ent  ranks  of  people  among  bo*h. 

CfiVWr's  grfsit  hifturicaj  dictionary;  And  as 


iii. 


Tie  tftjlh  to  the  Colossus*  parcpbrafed. 


73 


stit  hnnihlencfc 
1'  mind,  nvock- 
ie\tt  hm^fuflcr- 


n  Put  on  there-  |2  In  an  entire  dependence  therefore  on  Chrifl,  a s 
J-r(;od*l»f  *!i5  t^ofe  wiwn  God  hath  ckofen  in  him  before  the  founda* 
•d»*vcd)'  °bo*el«  tion  of  the  world,  that  ye  Jhould  he  holy,  and  without 
i  mercies,  kind-  blame  before  him  in  love *  (Eph,  i,  4»)  whom  he  hath  ac-  ’ 
coidingly  formed  umo  holinefs,  and  regards  as  the  ob- 
jcGs  of  his  fpecial  love  ;  let  it  be  your  great  concern 
and  endeavour,  that*  inttead  of  the  works,  of  the  flelh* 
which  ye  are  to  pet  off",  (z ter,  8.)  ye  may  affume  the 
practice  of,  and  as  it  were  clothe  yoorfdves  with  the 
tendereft  companion  toward  the  miftrabl*  and  diftreflid, 
in  imitation  of  ynji:  heavenly  Father,  who  is  eminent¬ 
ly  merciful,  [Luke  vi*  31,)  with  a  generous,  friendly 
and  benevolent  temper  and  behaviour  towards  one  ano¬ 
ther,  ami  towards  all  men,  {Gal  vi,  10*)  with  mode  ft 
thoughts  of  yourfelves,  and  condefcenfion  to  perfons.of 
low  degree  \  with  gentlniefs,  mildnefs,  and  candour* 
towards  all  ye  have  to  do  with,  as  learning  of  our  great 
Lord,  who  was  marl  and  kwly  in  heart,  (Mat*  xi,  -19,) 
and  with  persevering  patience  under  repeated  and  long- 
continued  provocations,  in  con  fide  ration  of  God’slong- 
fu  fieri  ngjoward  you* 

13  Lr.f  all  this  be  attended  with  a  bearing  and  for* 
bearing  fpirit  one  towards  another,  {Eph*  iv*  a*)  under 
various  infirmities ;  and  with  a  mutually  forgiving  tem¬ 
per  in  cafe  of  offences  :  fo  that  if  there  be  any  one,  that 
thinks  himfelf  to  be  injured  by,  or  to  have  matter  of 

fcrgavt  you*  £>  complaint  again  ft,  one  or  another  of  his  brethren  j  as 
akbifoyt,  ye  hope  and  profefs,  that  Chrift,  in  the  grearnefs  of 
his  love,  and  at  the  expence  of  his  own  blood,  hath 
freely  and  fully  pardoned  all  your  trefpafles,  which  are 
infinitely  greater  than  any  that  can  be  committed  again  ft 
you  :  even  fo,  in  imitation  of,  and  influenced  by  the 
riches  of  his  grace,  and  in  obedience  unto  his  awful 
injunctions,  (Mat.  vi,  12,  14,  15*)  be  ye  ready  to  fur- 
give  one  another  thole  comparatively  fmali  offences 
that  any  may  have  given  you, 

14  And  let  it  be  your  principal  care  to  put  on  bro* 
therly  Cbriftian  love,  like  an  upper-garment*,  to  fpread 
over,  and  add  a  beauteous  luftre  to  all  thefe  graces; 
even  that  love,  which,  in  its  principle,  tendency,  and 
delign,  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  (Rom*  xiii,  10*)  and 
is  the  noble  ft  bond  of  union  and  peace,  (EpL  iv*  3*)  to 
keep  eveiy  other  grace  in  its  regular  exsrcife,  and  to 
knit  all  tbe  members  of  Cbrift  together  in  mod  perfeG 
harmony,  till  the  whole  myfticat  body  (hall  grow  up 

in 

NOTE# 

\  And  tbav*  &U  ff'frtji  (irt  w*vt  Z*  nh*t)  and  hoi.?:  fenfa  are  attended  tn  in  the  para- 
rw  js  well  lie  render^!,  nvcraH  mean- 
ini  \nc  liriucs  or  befoix-aK-utwifd ; 


13  Forbearing 
<Mi c  another,  and 
f/rzivinp  one  a* 
nothcr,  if  any 
nan  have  a 
jcl  ag4!h(t  any  ; 
(veil  a*  Chnft 


1 4  And  above 
all  thefe  things 
yuj  &n  ‘charity, 
which  is  the  bond 
of  perfaftnds* 


74 


Tic  Epiflh  to  tie  Colossi  ans  paraphrafed*  Ch.  iij# 


in  ali  things  to  its  perf cSt  ftunrc  in  him,  [Eph.  iv. 

if  Andtatfit  15  And  for  the  better  cultivating  this  brother! y  love, 
fee  to  it,  that  a  fenfe  of  your  being  in  a  ftare  offriend- 
iht  whkh  alfo  ye  ftip  with  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift ,  which  is  a  peace 
art  called  in  one  that  paffeth  aU  undtrfiandingy  (Phil,  iv.  7.)  engage  you 
to  the  love  and  practice  of  that  excellent  peace  and 
concord  among  yourftlves,  which  God  h  th<*  author 
and  approver  of,  and  enjoins  l*et  this  peace,  in 
both  thefe  views,  enthione  itfclf,  and  have  the  govern' 
ing  (way  in  your  hearts;  (“****)  into  which  happy  Hare 
of  peace  with  God,  and  one  another,  yt  are  called  by 
the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  as  all  of  you  together,  whe¬ 
ther  Jews  or  Gentiles ,  are  one  body  Ghrifty  and 
members  tn  particular ,  (1  Cor.  xiL  27.)  and,  in  reflec¬ 
tion  on  this,  let  all  the  powers  of  your  fouls  unite  in 
gratitude  and  praife  to  the  God  of  fitch  a  wonderful 


1#  Let  the  word 
cfChtift  dwell  in 
you  richly  in  all 
wiifcm  1  teach¬ 
ing  2nd  ufrno~ 
cm  thing  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  pfrlms, 
xad  hyrnns*  2nd 
inrifual  foopi , 
fipging  with  grace 
as  your  heart  to 
(he  LghL 


mercy. 

16  In  order  to  your  being  eftab lifted  in  an  abiding 
fenfe  of  this  peace  with  God,  and  m  this  harmony  with 
your  Chriftfan  brethren,  and  indeed  in  every  grace  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  ;  let  the  whole  word  of  God,  which 
Chrift  is  the  author  of,  as  it  was  indited  by  his  Spirit, 
(1  Pet.  u  It.)  and  particularly  let  the  gofpel,  of  which 
he  is  not  only  the  author,  but  alfo  fte  main  fubjedt, 
{Rom.  i.  3,)  have  a  permanent  and  predominant  rdi- 
dence,  not  in  your  heads  only,  but  in  your  hearts, 
with  alt  the  riches  of  fpintuai  knowledge  and  under- 
(bmding,  that  are  to  be  deriveffrom  it,  for  making  1 
wife  and  proper  life  of  its  various  parts  on  all  occa¬ 


sions,  to  the  glory  of  God,  your  direction  in  the  way 
of  duty,  and  edification  unto  complete  frlvation  5  and 
for  living  abundantly  under  the  power  of  it:  and  be  ye 
mutually  helpful  m  intruding  and  exciting  one  ano¬ 
ther  to  blefs  and  praife  the  Lord,  as  by  alt  other  means 


in  public  or  private;  fo  particularly  in  the  ordinance 
of  finging  with  the  voice  together  y  (Ifa.  lit*  8.)  and 
thereby  celebrating  the  honours  of  his  name  in  facred 
poefy  ;  fame  competitions  of  which  may  be  ityled 
others  hymns ,  and  others  fpintuai  Jongs ;  which  God 
has  provided  for  cbe  ufc  of  bis  ebureb  in  his  word,  and 


NOTE. 


tn 


$  As  {ht  pence  of  God  is  (aid  to  pafi  ull  22* 
SirflaniitTg,  in  Fhib  ;y.  y.  whkh  was  wrote 
■about  the  fame  time  withthrr  rpifttc,  2nd  i* 
il»*  only  pLce  belidet,  where  tlais  phrafe* 
she  peace  of  G$i,  is  u^cd*  wc  nrc  Jed  to  in- 
deriUnd  it  here,  as  veil  as  there*  of  the  peace 
that  believers  have  with  Gwf:  Bat  as  peace 
eft  viif  autlher  is  moll  agreeable  to  the 


gcaetml  fcope  of  this  context*  1  tliinlL  it  ought 
not  to  be  excluded j  and  as  a  ftnft  of  jk^ 
with'Ood  is  the  heft  foundation  of,  and  hi* 

ihemoft  powerful  influences  pjomoiep  pwer 

amort^  fcilow-Cbrifluins,  I  ice  uo  im proprie¬ 
ty  in  luppofing,  that  the  apoffle  might  com- 
prebend  them  boiii. 


HU 


>7  And  whau 
«ver  ye  do  io 
or  deed*  4& 
t!l  w  fbe  n*mc 
;f  the  lxffd  Je- 
^aviag  Thicks 

:=i  Cod  and  the 
fithu  by  him. 


it  Wiffs,  fuh~ 

irit  yottrtdvw 
imio  your  ova 
hcfaadt,  41  it  is 
id  in  the  Lord. 


I#  Hu*Und<, 

twe  jotr  wivttt 
and  be  doc  bitrtr 
ipiait  them* 
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is  accafional  productions  of  infpired  prophets,  under 
an  immediate  afflatus  of  the  Spirit,  (ice  the  note  on  Epb, 
v.  19.)  and  which  ever  of  tbefe  yc  may  join  in,  k  ought 
to  be,  not  only  with  a  graceful  harmonious  voice,  but 
with  fpiritual  affe&ions,  and  an  eseroife  of  fuinbfe 
graces  in  yout  hearts  cowards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  God  in  him,  which  is  the  belt  of  aU  melody  *  the 
fweeteft  to  yoarown  fouls,  and  molt  acceptable  to  him. 

17  And  ifl  ail:  cafes,  as  well  as  thefe,  whatsoever  ye 
engage  ip,  whether  in  difeourfe  or  behaviour,  in  pub¬ 
lic  or  private,  relating  to  the  civil  or  religious  life, 
let  it  be  with  a  conlcientkas  regard  to  the  authority 
and  command  of  the  Lord  Jr/as  Chrift,  with  an  hum¬ 
ble  dependence  on  in m  for  all  direction*  afliltaoee  and 
acceptance,  and  with  an  eye  to  hra,  together  with  bio 
Father's  gkpy j  and  let  it  be  attended  with  thankfgi- 
vings  alv/ajtfor  all  tMngtt  (£ph.  r.  20.)  to  God,  even 
bis  Father  and  your  Father  in  him,  as  the  great, Medi¬ 
ator,  on  whole  account  all  bl effings.  come  to  you  ;  and 
therefore  through  whom  all  thank-offerings  for  what  ye 
have  received,  as  well  as  all  prayers  for  what  ye  need, 
are  to  be  preftnted  to  God,  that  they  may  be  well  plea- 
ling  in  his  light,  ( Htb>  xiii.  15,  16.  and  1  Pet,  ii.  y.) 
Thefe  are  duties  that  belong  to  you  all  in  common  fr 
but  there  are  others,  that  ant  peculiar  to  your  different 
civil  Nations. 

18  As  Chrift  tan  religion  does  not  diffolve,  but  ftrength- 
ens  moral  obligations  to  relative  duties,  which  the  law 
of  nature  requires,  whether  it  be  toward  believers  or 
unbelievers,  or  toward  Jratijb  or  Gentile  converts,  that 
may  have  different  feittknents  as  to  feme  religious  prin¬ 
ciples  and  prariiccs:  lo  believing  women  among  you, 
that  are  in  a  monied  Hate,  ought  to  behave  in  a  meek 
and  fubmiflive  mannei  toward  their  own  lawful  hus¬ 
bands,  as  far  as  they  can  do  it  with  a  fcfe  conference, 
and  as  is  confident  with  their  fuperior  relation  to  the 
Lord  Jefos,  and  becoming  their  Chriftian  chara&er. 
(See  the  note  on  Xph,  v.  21.) 

19  On  the  other  hand,  thofeof  you  that  bear  the 
relation  of  hufbands,  ought  to  treat  your  wives  with  all 
tendernefs,  kmdnefs,  and  affection  j  to  delight  in  their 
company,  and  do  all. that  in  you  lye9  for  their  tempo¬ 
ral  and  fpiritual  «&,  comfort,  and  happinefs ;  and  not 
to  exerciie  a  fevere  and  arbitrary  lordfbtp  over  them, 
or  break  out  into  furious  and  paiBonate  eipreflions  3- 
gaiaft  them,  or  ufe  them  ill  by  words  or  blows,  or  go 
about  to  lay  any  bardfbips  upon  them  that  would  be 
grieyoui  to  thiap. 


ao  Let 


•*5  *Tbe'EptjlU  to  the  ColossiAns  parapbnjti*  Ch.  Hi, 


o-  -20  Let  rhofe  of  you,  who  are  Cans  or  daughters,  re- 
l>cyjfc:(r  parents  vfncmbcr  tbar  your  Dat(iraj  obligations  remain  in  full 
tJiii  is  wel^plea'  force  to  your  parents,  whether  fathers  or  mothers, 
-tint  unto  (be  Jem*  or  Gtntit&s,  Chrifthms  or  heathens  j  and  ye 
LowL  -ought  accordingly  to  make-confcience  of  -paying  all  filial 

duty  to  them,  in  obedience  to  their  juft  ond  reafonablc 
commands  in  every  thing  that  is  lawful  for  parents  to 
enjoin,  ami  for  children  to  do  mz  for  this  is  agreeable 
to  the  will  of  Chriftj  and  acceptable  to  God  through 
him* 

FiOm-s,  pro*  Gn  the -other  'fide,  it  ought  to  be  the  confcicnri- 

rt!l nr  ^ Tr  ous  an<*  tfnder  care  of  thofe  of  you  that  are  parents, 
left  thcytw  'dUT-  whether  fathers  or  mothers,  (( ee  the  note  on  Epb*  vi. 
cairagtd.  4.)  that  ye  (lady  the  tempers  of  your  children,  and  en¬ 

deavour  to  efiablifh  your  authority  over  them,  and  al« 
Jure  them  to  their  duty,  by  prudent,  kind,  and  gentle 
Tncrhods,  and  never  four  their  minds  by  furious  or  op* 
pro  brio  us  language,  nor  by  unreafonaUe  impofitionfl, 
nor  unmerciful  corrections,  to  irritate  their  angry  paf- 
firms :  take  heed  of  all  fiich  harfti  treat  me  nr,  ('>* 

“*')  that  there  fpirits  may  not  be  broke,  and  they  dif* 
heartened,  and  filled  with  prejudice  both  againlt  your- 
ftlves  and  aguinft  the  gofpcl,  which  ye  profefs*  but  are 
far  from  recommending  by  fuch  an  it!  temper  and  be¬ 
haviour  toward  them, 

^ -Servants, o-  22  As  to  thefe  of  you  that  are  fervants,  or  evert 
^  bonuilavef,  whether  to  Chriftians  or  heathens,  that  are 

cording  to  the  your  lawful  mailers  in  things  pertaining  to  the.  body 

an<^  tcmPOTa^  ye  ought  be  very  diligent  and 

■men-pfeaftrs,  W  executing  the  trutU,  and  doing  the  bufinefs 

in  fingleneft  of  they  commit  to  you,  and  in  making  their  iutereft  your 
CJoJ1**  faring  own,  and  fulfilling  all  their  commands,  as  far  as  they 
do  not  interfere  with  your  duty  toward  your  higher 
Matter  in  heaven*  relating  to  the  concerns  of  religion, 
and  cf  your  own  fouls,  (fee  the  note  on  u*i\  20.);  and 
ye  ought  chearftilly  to  attend  to  their  fervite,  not  mere* 
Jy  while  ye  are  under  their  eye,  as  perfons  that  feek 
only  to  approve  yourfelvcs  to  men,  and  gain  their  fa¬ 
vour  ;  but  in  the  fincerity  of  your  hearts  at  all  times, 


as 


NOTES, 


*  In  alt  things  muft  Be  unclerftood  here, 
with  regard  to  ck ifdrcn3  and  vtr.  x^*  wrlth  re¬ 
paid  to  fcrvantJ^  tinder  a  limitation  to  ait 
iavtfwl  things:  For  it  could  not  be  the  duty 
of  Chnftian  children,  ct  ftrvant*,  to  obey 
fhtir  heathen  parema,  or  rafter*,  «eit  tbry 
to  command  them  to  renounce  their  frith  Id 
Chrittj  and  ptofdTioa  of  his  name,  and  tn 
wnrlMp  idols,  ot  commit  any  other  iniquity; 
nor  could  it  i>e  the  duty  nf  thnfe  that  were 


their  parent*,  or  matters,  in  cafe  (hey  flwutd 
command  them  to  obferve  the  ntet  and  cere- 
jnonta  of  the  Mtfaic  law :  And  therefore 
-vives  are  to  iubmit  therofehes  to  their  hui- 
bands,  only  fo  far  a*  is  fit  ia  the  frjiV,  (vt:* 
't8*)  fo  fervaxts  are  to  obey  their  malhrs  se¬ 
conding  to  the  ftefh,  (vfr.  it.) only  in  thirty 
that  relate  to  the  body  and  civil  concerns, 
that  their  own  Cottfdenc.e*  approve  of  in  u> 


Aftd  wluf*- 
i  f/er  yt  do,  Jo 
'.t  Unruly,  as  (o 
tlic  Lord^sd  uot 

ua:u  men  ; 


t4  Knowing 

Thai  of  the  Lord 
ye  (hall  receive 
the  reward  of  the 
inhcritipce :  tor 
veicrve  the  Lord 

ci»:.a. 


xj  Bot  lie  that 
docth  wrong  Hall 
receive  for  the 
unrig  which  he 
hath  done:  and 
there  is  no  refpeft 

•f  I’frKWiS- 


The  Epijfle  to  tie  Colossi  an  s  paraphrased.  •jy 

as  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  the  all-feeing  God,  amf 
as  perfons  that  act  from  a  principle  of  -conference  to¬ 
wards  him,  and  are  mod  of  alt  concerned  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  of  him  in  all  your  ways,  and  to  do  nothing  that 
is  cffenfnre  to  him,  whether  any  one  elie  be  prefent  to 
obferve  yoo  or  not. 

33  And.  whatever  fervice  ye  are  called  to  engage  in, 
it  ought  to  be,  not  merely  by  conilrainc,- much  lefs 
with  grudging  or  relti&ance  $  but  with  a  willing  and 
ready  mind,  from  a  fenfe  of  duty  toward  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  in  obedience  to  his  commands,  and  for  his  honour 
and  glory,  as  ye  are  profeliors  of  his  name}  and  not 
from  a  feifiih  mercenary  fpirit,  that  aims  at  only  plea- 
ling  men. 

24  To  excite  and  encourage  you  to  air  chearfulAefs- 
and  fidelity  herein,  ye  ought  to  be  firmly  perfuaded* 
and  feriouffj  to  conftder,  that  wbatfoever  ill  treatment 
and  unrighteous  returns  ye  may  meet  with,  inftead  of 
a  fui table  reward  from  your  mailers  on  earth,  ye  fhall 
receive  a  gracious  reward  of  the  heavenly  inheritance- 
from  the  Lord,  the  grear  Judge  of  all,  at  the  laft  day  5 
and  fo  ye  (though  frrvants)  (hall  be  dealt  with  at  fons 
and  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Clmft  :  for  in¬ 
doing  your  duty  to  earthly  mailers,  ye  really  pay  ho¬ 
nour  and  fervice  to  the  Lord  Jtfus  himfelf,  who  is  the 
belt  of  all  mailers,  whofe  providence  has  placed  you  in 
that  ftate  of  fervitude,  and  whofe  word  requires  a  be¬ 
coming  behaviour  anfwerahle  to  it,,  tbat  ye  may  a  dor  a 
tie  doCtrine  of  God  your  Saviour  in  all  things,  (Tit.  ii- 
io.) 

25  But  he  that  is  guilty  of  any  injustice,  whether  as 
a  fetvant,  in  neglefting  his'  mailer’s  bufinefs,  or  pur¬ 
loining  bis  goods;  or,  as  a  matter,  in  rendering  evil 
for  good,  or  with-holding  what  is  due  to  his  fervanr, 
fhall  receive  a  jutt  and  impartial  recompence  of  reward 
for  all  his  iniquitous  doings,  {Keb.  ii.  *.)  for  in  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day,  our  bletTed  Lord  will  not 
be  biaflVd  by  any  external  arcumftances,  nor  make 
any  difference  between  matters  and  farvants,  bonder 
free,  in  favour  of  one,  or  in  prejudice  to  the  other,  on 
account  of  the  different  relations  they  bear  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  in  this  world}  but  he  will  pals  a  righteous  fen- 
tence  upon  all,  according  to  the  evidence  that  fhaU  a- 
rife  for  or  againft  them,  from  their  moral  and  religious 
char  afters,  whatfoever  their  civil  Itation  has  been  up¬ 
on  earth.  (Sse  the  cote  oa  Rph-.  vi.  B. 


,  B.  E  C  O.  L- 


7ii  Spifik  U  th t  Colossi  an*  parapbrafhd*  Cb*  iii* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

With  what  elevation  of  foul  fnrmld  they*  that  arc  rifen  with  Chrift,  follow 
tbrir  afcetuled  Saviour  from  earth  to  his  edited  Rate  in  heaven,  where  he  lives 
for  them,  and  is  the  fource  and  frcurity  of  fpiritual  life  to  them,  and  will  at 
lerijjth  give  them  an  illuftrious  ap|Karance  with  hirnfdf*  in  all  poJIibTe  glory !  He 
has  already  made  a  happy  change  upon  them,  who  wrrc  «rar  difobedient,  and 
lived  and  walked  in  fuch  a  fin fol  courte,  as  cxpofed  them  to  divine  wrath ;  but, 
by  the  efficacy1  of  rej^eaerating  grace*  they  have  now  difcarded  the  whole  body  of 
fin,  with  all  its  meparbers  ;  and  have  alTamed  a  new  form  in  knowledge  and  rigb- 
teoufoeft  according  to  the  holy  image  of  God,  in  which  he  at  firit  created  mas. 
O  bldJed  difpenfation  of  gofpef  grace*  in  which  believing  Jews  and  Gent  Sirs,  and 
people  of  all  ranks  in  outward  privileges  and  worldly  circu  in  fiances,  are  one  bo¬ 
dy,  and  equally  partakers  of  all  fpiritual  Heflings  in  Chrift,  who  is  all  in  the  whole 
of  their  fatwition  that  are  the  chofen  and  beloved  of  God !  How  powerful  aud  en¬ 
gaging  arc  their  obligations  to  mortify  every  finfttl  propenfion  of  body  and  mind; 
to  lay  a  fide  all  wrathful  difpolitioris  of  heart,  and  all  blasphemous,  unfecmly, 
and  deceitful  expreflion*  of  the  lips;  to  be  clothed  with  the  tendcreft  com¬ 
panion  and  humility,  patience  and  forbearance  one  towards  another  ;  and  to  be 
of  a  forgiving  fpirit  to  thofe  that  have  offended  them,  in  imitation  of*  and  as  in¬ 
fluenced  by*  the  infinitely  greater  furgi venefs  that  Chrifl  has  extended  to  them- 
felres  !  And  O  with  what  beauty,  harmony,  and  union,  would  Chriftians  fhine, 
were  they  to  cultivate  mutual  love,  and  fludy  the  thiugs  that  make  forpeacei  un¬ 
der  a  governing  feufe  of  God*s  be;njr  reconciled  to  them;  and  were  their  hearts 
enlarged  in  gratitude  and  praife,  and  enriched  with  alt  f^trltual  wifdom,  and  e- 
very  grace,  fortheirown  and  others  edification,  in  fiugmgtbe  honours  ofChrift’s 
name,  and  in  adorning  their  holy  profeflion*  by  doing  every  thing*  in  word  and 
deed*  with  i  dependence  on  him,  and  in  obedience  to  his  authority  over  them  ! 
This  Is  the  belt  wav  of  (hewing  forth  their  tbankfrlneft  to  God  the  Father,  thro* 
Jefus  Chrift,  for  all  the  benefits  he  has  tft flowed  upon  them*  And  as  ever  they 
would  acquit  themfeWti  with  honour  to  tbeir  holy  profi  fiion,  they  fltinild  make 
con fc ie rice  of  fulfilfin^the  natural  and  civil  duties  of  thetr  various  relations  in 
the  pTtfent  life*  Wives  fhould  behave  with  due  fubjc£rion  to  their  hufbands  in 
alt  things  that  are  fit  and  proper  for  them,  as  members  of  Chrift :  And  bufband* 
ihould  be  affectionately  tender  toward  their  wives,  and  labour  againft  cvny  thing 
that  might  make  them  uncomfortable.  Children  ought  readily  to  obey  their  pa* 
rents  in  all  their  lawful  commands,  as  ever  they  would  fulfil  their  duty  toward 
item  according  to tjbe  will  of  God;  And  parents  ihoulrt  take  heed  of  difeoura* 
ging  their  children  by  any  fevere  treatment  of  them.  Servants,  confidering  them* 
fdves  as  continually  utider  God's  eye,  ihould  always  attend  to  their  mailer's  bu* 
finefe,  with  as  much  cheerfttlnefs  aid  fidrlity  in  their  abfence*  as  in  their  prt- 
fence  ;  and  Ihould  do  every  thing  from  a  principle  of  religion,  as  being  defirou* 
of  pleating  God,  rather  than  men  ;  and  as  being  affured*  that,  in  doing  the  duty 
oftheir  Rations,  they  frrve  the  Lord  Chrift,  and  that  he  will  gracioufiy  honour 
them  with  the  reward  of  an  eternal  inheritance.  And  O  what  an  awful  check 
would  it  be  upon  all  iniquity*  were  we  to  confider,  that  tbs  righteous  Judge  of 
all,  who  has  do  refpcfl  to  any  one’s  out  want  condition  in  this  world,  will  moft 
certainly  render  vengeance  totbem  that  prattife  unrighteous  dealings  with  others! 


CHAP.  IV. 

Tie  apofile  exhort s  mqfiers  t o  do  their  duty  tputard  fervants *  T*  Re¬ 
commends  to  perfons  of  all  ranks  the  general  duties  of  fer fever  ante  in 
prayer ,  and  Chrijiian  prudence  in  behaviour  and.  fpeecb,  2*— (S.  Ae- 
fers  them  to  Tychicus  ana  Oneftmus,  for  an  account  of  the  fate  of 
his  affairs  i  7, — 9.  Sends  falut  aliens  from  fever  a  [  byname^  together 

with 


Cb.  i*.  The  EptfiU  to  the  Colossians  paraphrased.  jf 

tuith  bis  own  ;  andt  adding  a  charge  to  Archippus,  concludes  with 
his  v/ual  betiedittio n,  10,— 18. 


Teii. 
Afters,  tfrc 
unto>£vr  fer- 
vjnts  that  which 
is  jnft  and  equal, 
kiwv'inj  thti  ye 
alfo  have  a  Mailer 
tm  heaven. 


a  Continue  in 
prayer, and  watch 
in  the  tame  with 
dUDhQ^TlAg  ! 


Paraphrase* 

A  S  Chriftiart  fervants  ought  to  be  obedient  to  tbetr 
•**-  matters  in  all  lawful  things,  (chap.  111.24.+)  f® 
thofe  of  you  that  Hand  in  the  relation  of  m afters  ought 
not  to  think  yourfelves  law  left,  or  at  liberty  to  treat  a- 
ny  of  your  fervants  in  an  arbitrary  tyrannical  war;  no, 
not  even  fuch  as  may  be  Oaves  and  heathens  ,  out  ye 
ftiould  deal  juflly  and  equitably  with  them,  in  taking 
good  care  of  them,  not  withholding  their  wages,  ora* 
ny  proper  provisions,  according  to  their  wants*  and  your 
contracts  with  them,  (Jam.  v.  4.);  nor  ought  ye  to  lay 
any  more  burdens,  or  harder  fervlces  upon  them,  than 
they  are  well  able  to  bear ;  nor  to  be  fevere  in  your 
threainings  and  punifhments,  beyond  their  deferts  \  nor 
backward  to  give  fuitable  encouragements  to  fidelity  in 
yourfcrvice  ;  as  ferioully  confider'mg  that  ye  yourfelves, 
as  well  as  they,  are  under  The  command  of,  and  ac¬ 
countable  to  your  great  Lord  and  Matter  m  heaven, 
who  continually  obferves  you,  and  is  infinitely  more  a- 
bove  you,  than  any  of  you  can  be  above  the  meaneft  of 
them  ;  and  will  deal  with  yon  in  the  great  day  according 
to  your  dealings  with  them.  (Chap1,  iii.  25.) 

2  To  proceed  to  the  duties  that  are  incumbent,  not 
only  on  matters,  but -upon  you  all  1  whatsoever  be  your 
Tclatioas  in  life  *,  ye  ought  to  be  conttant,  at  fet  fea- 
fons,  in  daily  prayer  to  the  God  of  all  graee,  in  the 
name  of  Chrift,  and  by  the  afiittance  of  his  Spirit,  for 
perfonal  and  relative,  public  and  private,  temporal  and 
spiritual  bleflings,  whether  in  the  clofet,  family,  or  re¬ 
ligious  afTemblies,  as  there  may  be  opportunity  ;  and  to 
watch  for  all  fpecial  calls  of  providence,  and  needful 
afliftarces  from  above,  that  ye  may  be  continually  rest* 
dy  to  engage  in  this  duty,  and  per  fevere  in  it,  though 
ye  may  not  immediately  fee  theanfwersof  your  prayers  i 
Ye  fhould  alfo  watch  againttall  hindrances,  that  would 

interfere 


NOTES. 

f  Asthif  mfe  conclude*  tire  exhortations  is  to  pray  flruly  whh,  arid  for  their  fervantv, 
to  rtiativc  duties,  if  might  have  been  much  and  to  be  concerned  fnr,  and  do  in  them 
better  joined  to  the  third ,  than  made  the  bo-  lye*  to  taJfff  care  of  their u  well  as 
ginning  of  the  fourth  chapter.  And  then  the  and  to  bring  them  into  a  compliance 

LA  verlc  of  the  third  chapter  would  the  more  with  a  holy  celbhHwi*  tike  that  of 
eafily  be  orHiGde/d  ae  referring  to  mafitri3  (chap.  xsiv,  j-j.)  ^  As  tor  ore,  and  my 
wdl  m  firvavtu  4i  huufc,  we  wilt  ferve  the  Lord,'*  However, 

*  If  ctBtimtfia  priytr  bt  conGderM  in  con-  this  and  the  following  exhortations*  certain- 
Doflitm  with  the  preceding  verfe,  which  ly  in  elude  maftm,  and  ail  other  pro  (effing 
{peaks  of  **  ©afters  giving  to  their  trvuGtt  ChriALns,  whatever  ijiek*  dvil  ft  at  knit  be  ia 
44  chat  which  is  juft  and  equal/*  it  intimates  the  world* 
rfcatxrae  port  of  the  duty  of  Cbriftaiynpfen 
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<n». : 


3  Wttaf,  pray¬ 
ing  alfi*  For 
tfist  CSihI  a’cuild 
o\fC\\  unto  u,>  4 

dof^r  4>t+ltT  ifraucr, 
I  ft  fpf:ik  thtr  my* 
Atry  of  Chritt, 
far  w'ii-jh  i  am 
alu  ;u  bond* ; 


.  4  That  I  may 

make  it  ro?niftJ)r 
m  I  ought  ca 
fpcik* 


$  Wdkin  vjf- 
dom  icj ward  tlictn 
that  are  without, 
redeeming  the 
time. 


tf  Let  y<iur 
fpeech  he  at*  ay 
♦tartffr  ^rn?e,  fea- 
fontd  with  liir, 
that  ye  may 
kmr*  how  yc 
ought  to  arifac? 
evtty  tnaa. 


interfere  with  this  duty,  and  againft  all  deadnefs  in 
your  own  (pirns,  that  there  may  be  no  indifference* 
trifling,  or  wanderings  in  performing  it ;  And  always 
take  care  chut,  with  fuppHcatious  for  the  mercies  ye 
need,  grateful  praifes  and  cheerful  thankfgtvingg  to 
God  be  joined  for  what  he  has  favoured  you  with  re* 
lacing  to  dm  world,  and  that  which  is  to  come,  (Phil. 

iff*  6* ) 

3  And  in  alt  your  addrrffes  to  the  throne  of  grace,  I 
earnestly  befeccb  you  to  be  in  a  fpecial  manner  mind¬ 
ful  of  me  am!  Timothy  (chap,  i*  i.)  and  other  brethren 
that  labour  with  us  in  the  word  and  do£trine  ;  praying 
that  God  would  give  u$  opportunity,  and  enable  us, 
with  liberty  of  fpirit  and  expreffion,  and  with  faith  and 
boldnefs,  to  lay  open  the  deep  things  of  God,  and  preach 
the  unfa  arch  able  r  Lifts  of  Chrijl  among  the  Gtntiles ,  (£- 
pbtf*  iti,  th)  for  the  doing  of  which  1  am,  even  now,  a 
prifoner  in  bonds, 

4  1  beg  your  prayers  particularly  for  me  in  my  pre* 
fent  confined  ;:nd  afflicted  ctrcumftances,  that,  as  far 
as  providence  (hall  favour  me  with  opportunities  for  it* 

I  may  be  eminently  ajfifted  in  felting  forth  the  Redeem¬ 
er's  glory,  and  the  whole  counfel  of  God,  in  fuch  a  free, 
extenfive,  plain,  and  open  manner,  and  with  fuch  a 
frame  of  fpirit  as  becomes  me,  and  as  the  duty  of  my 
office  and  importance  of  the  fnbieft  call  for. 

5  As  to  your  own  behaviour  in  the  world,  fee  that 
the  whole  of  your  conversion  be  managed  with  all  cir- 
cumfpection  and  Chiiftian  prudence,  towards  unbe¬ 
lievers  and  all  that  are  without  the  pile  of  the  vifible 
church,  that  ye  may  not  b e  defiled  by  them  j  but  may 
be  utVful  and  exemplary  to  them,  and  win  upon  them, 
and  never give  them  any  occasion  tothink,  or  fpeakevil  of 
the  doftfine*  a  ml  ways  of  the  Lord  :  And,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  labour  to  improve  ev^ry  opportunity  of  filling  up 
the  duties  cf  your  rcfpcfiive  ftations  ;  of  doing  good  to 
your  very  enemies  and  of  preventing  ftich  offences,  as 
might  pioi'oke  them  to  ruire  perfections  againft  you, 
and  thereby  ikorten  your  days,  or  cut  you  off  from  fur¬ 
ther  fervices  to  Ciixift  and  his  caufe.  (See  Ephtf  'v.  5. 
IC-) 

6  With  the  like  important  views,  take  heed  that 
your  difeourfe  on  all  oecafions  be  as  becomes  perfons 
whofe  hearts  arc  frafoned  wirh  grace,  and  whofe  lan* 
guage  tend*  to  recommend  rhe  grace  of  God,  and  pro¬ 
mote  a  gracious  fpirit  in  others ;  and  fo  is  preferred  * 
frem  corruption!  (as  meat  is  kept  whokfome,  and  fir c 
from  putn;ac:^:i,  by  thr  iic  that  cures  and- feafons  it, 

w,J 
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and  makes  it  favoury)  i  hat  ye  may  knowhow  to  give 
a  good  account  of  the  rcifon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you* 
with  niodefty,  me'eknefs  and  wifdom,  (i  Pet.  iii.  t 5.) 
and  how  to  anfwer  Scrupulous  doubts*  and  fciious  in¬ 
quiries  on  one  hand*  and  penrerfc  cavillings  and  cap- 
tious  objections,  on  the  other,  with  refpeCl  to  points  of 
Chriflian  faith,  duty,  and  experience,  to  every  one 
that  would  propofe  any  proper  queftion  to  you  about 
them. 


7  Ail  roy  Hate 
Chill  Ty  chicu  i  de¬ 
clare  unto  you, 
who  is  a  beloved 
tit  other,  and  a 
faithful  mintftrr, 
and  fellow  (errant 
iu  the  Lord : 


9  Whom  I  haft 

Tent  unto  you  for 
the  feme  purpofe, 
(hit  he  might 
know  your  dlate, 
and  comfort  your 
kmtt : 


f  With  Oneli- 
imis  a  faithful 
xnd  beloved  hro* 
iher,  who  ir  $*# 
of  you*  ,  They 
Hv.ll  make  known 
unto  you-  all 
things  which  are 
WvtiC  IlCR, 


7  As  to  what  concerns  myfelf*  and  the  fituation  o£ 
my  affaire*  both  with  refpeit  to  outward  circum  fiances* 
and  inward  fupports  and  refrelh  merits*  which  1  know 
ye  would  be  glad  to  hear  of,  1  have  ordered  Tyehtcns^ 
who  brings  this  epiftle,  to  relate  them  to  you  at  large* 
by  word  of  mouth :  and  ye  may  depend  upon  the  ac¬ 
count  he  will  give  you  of  them*  he  being  a  dfcarlybe^ 
loved  brother  in  the  faith  and  fetlowthip  of  the  gofpel, 
and  a  confcientious*  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift*  and 
diligent  fellow-labourer  with  me  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord* 

8  Aod  being  as  ddirous  to  know  how  matters  (land 
with  yoU~a&  yc  can  be  to  heat  how  it  fares  with  me*  1 
have  .lent  him  with  a  fpedal  defign*  that  he  may  get  a 
thorough  infight  into  the  ftate  of  your  religious  con¬ 
cerns*  in  order  to  his  reporting  it  to  me ;  and  that  he 
m ay  adminifter  relief  and  comfort  to  yep*  under  all 
your  trials*  both  by  good  counfel*  and  by  acquainting 
you  with  the  remarkable  appearances  of  God's  (landing 
by  me*  and  with  the  fuccefs  of  my  preaching  the  gof- 
pel*  even  in  my  bonds. 

9  Tor  which  purpofe,  I  have  aKo  joined  with  him 
QntJimvSy  who  whatfotver  he  formerly  were,  is  now* 
through  the  wonderful  power  of  divine  grace,  become 
a  fine  ere  and  dearly  beloved  brother  in  Chrift*;  and 
who*  being  one  of  our  own  city*  and  now  a  real  con¬ 
vert*  may  be  the  more  welcome  and  acceptable  to 
you.  Thefc  two  faithful  brethren  will  give  you  a  juft 
amd  particular  account  of  every  thing  that  pafles  here 
at  R&m£y  and  In  this  neighbourhood,  relating  to  my 
fufferings*  and  fupports*  and  behaviour  under  them* 
and  to  what  God  is  (lilt  doing  by  atfd  for  me. 

10  Arijlarchtts  the  Macedonian^  -who  was  expo  fed  ro 
great  danger  for  my  fake,  {Afls  xik.  ap.)  and  is  now 

a  pri* 

T  E. 

with  the  paraph tafe  and  notes  upon  it.)  He 
was  ot  the  city  of  Colojfc^  and  lomc  think 
he,  by  this  time,  was  a  member  of  that 
church  ;  and  others,  that  he  wts  employed 
jn  the  wjik  b£  the  ©inHlty, 


io  Ariftarehns 
my  fellow  pu  fett¬ 
er  feiuteth  you, 
and 

N  O 

*  Ovfifsns  vu  that  runsgjLtc  that  bad  e- 
lop’d  from  his  mdlcr  Pk’kiw,  and  pmrlou/d 
bis  goods;  but,  Graying  to  Jtftnf,  was  in¬ 
verted  by  the  ipoftle  Pfbt  there.  (See  for  an 
irenunt  «f  him  io  the  epiftle  to  Mi/riWf. 
¥ql.  V*  t  * 
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and  Marcos,  (I-  a  prifoner  with  me  at  Rome,  deftres  to  be  affcflinnatdy 
remembered  to  wo  all,  (fee -the  n«e  on  Rom  *vi.  3  ) 
wham  ye  *re«i-  as  doth  John  Mart,  nephew  to  Barnabai,  my  old  friend 
toI  command*  and  colleague  in  apoftolirclabours,  {APIs  xiii.  2,  3,  4,  &c.) 
*me*  who  ywft  and  if  this  bis  near  kinfman  Ihould  come  to  CotcJJe,  f  I 
receive  hioi,)  delire  that  ye  would  reeeive  bjtn  in  the  mod  friendly 
'  manner,  and  treat  him  with  all  Chriftian  refpeCl  and 

kindnefs,  according  to  the  recommendations  ye  have 
already  bad,  and  are  now  given  of  him,  as  worthy  of  it. 
rt  A»a  Jcfus,  1 1  Another  of  my  fellow-labourers  alftr,  who  goes 
wf.ich  is  called  by  two  names,  one  of  which  in  Creek  is  Jefai,  which 
juttus,  «h>  ace  anfwers  to.  that  of  Jojbna  in  Hebrew,  and  the  other  in 
ThSIfy  Laf‘n  “  jbfa* r  fignifying  JuJL  This  upright  man 
art  mj  fettow-  joins  with  the  other  two  in  Chriftian  falutaiions.  All 
worker*  unto  tbe  thefe,  tbo*  Jrwifb  converts,  bear  tbe  iincereft  refpeA  to 
wh&h’havetai  70U*  w«*>out  the  leaffi  prejudice  againft  any  of  you,  on 
a  comfort  11am  acconnt  of  your  being  C^ti/e-believers ;  t  and  they 
are  the  only  minifters  of  that  denomination,  that  are 
with  me,  and  have  joined  their  labours  with  mine, 
during  my  confinement,  in  helping  forward  the  woik 
of  the  Lord,  by  preaching  the  fame  gofpel  with  myfelf, 
unto  ’  tbe  propagation  and  enlargement  of  tbe  kingdom 
of  grace,  which  God  has  fee  up  under  tbe  gofpel-dif- 
penfation,  in  this  world,  in  order  to  its  being  perfected 
in  all  its  felicities  and  glories,  in  the  world  to  come. 
Theft  have  been  of  great  ufe  and  comfort  10  me  by  this 
means,  as  well  as  by  tbeir  agreeable  company,  and 
various  afE (lances  and  reliefs  under  all  myTufiermgs 
for  Chrift. 

rs  Epaphns,  12  To  thefo  1  mull  add  fo me  others  of  the  Gentile 
who  is  our  »f  fort,  to  whom  ye  are  very  dear  j  as  particularly  Kpa- 
CUrift  'faluiBth  P^ras,  who  is  not  only  a  Gentile  convert,  hut  one  of 
yon,  alwiys  U.  your  own  citv,  much  devoted  to  vour  ferrice,  aud  a 
faithful  miniftcr  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  (fee  the  note  on  Phil.  ii. 
er[ Vmly  2S*)  fends  his  fincere  refpe&s  to  .you  ;  and  flie-ws  how 
Eio4  pcifeft  kUd  much  he  has  you  upon  his  heart,  by  his  conttantly  ro 

ihcWUof  God^  racmb"nS  >’ou  ar  t^e  throne  of  grace,  and  labouting 
C*  9  ’  with  great  carncltnefs  and  fervour,  as  it  weie  10  an  a- 

gony,  (d?-W,«i*T«c J  Jn  h;g  wreftlings  with  God  in  prayer 
for  you*  that  ye  may  continue  fled  fail  in  the  faith. 


41*  V  ^  ig  IM 

t  Mari  had  before  *llis  rime  regain'd  an  }  The  apoftk  Ptur  U  not  mentioned  wi;h 
fcitcttft  in  the  apoftle's  afteftirm  snd  confi-  thoft  of  the  ciicumctfion,  that  /ent  their  £i» 
dence,  nrtwitMUnding  the  gtcat  dijpl^nrjf  jpt?wn$  and  are  fi id  to  be  the  only  fello** 
formerly  had  agaiuft  him,  JW  leaving  him  worker*  of  the  Jrurifi  ftrt,  and  a  comfort  to 
and  Barytas  ai  Pamphi&t)  (48 i  xv,  jS,  jp.)  the  apoftle  Paul  *T\s  therefore  email  that 
wJueh  foews  the  excellence  #f  the  apottte’i  either  Pact  wa*  not  then  at  flume*  or  thilbc 
forgiving  fpirft.  This  Mari  is  ftrpnftd  to  afted  tot  unworthy  j?f  fci*  cbtreftci* 
liavc  b«n  the  writ;*  of  tlj*  gofpd  ihai  bears 
Hi  name* 


Cb*  ir. 


-  -  c 
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13  For  I  bear 
him  record^  that 
}+t  hath  a  great 
ze.d  for  joq,  and 
them  that  flrt  in 
Ludirea  ,  aud 
tlkm  in  Hienpo- 
Iw, 


14  l^vkc  the 
bdoircd  ph  7  ft  cl¬ 
an*  and  Demis 
gr*ct  you. 


15  Salute  the 
brethren  whirU 
are  in  J.aodicea, 
and  WymphaS 
and  the  church 
which  u  in  I.w 
boufc, 

t5  And  when 
this  cpiftleisread 
anion  i>  ft  you  * 
came  that  it  be 
read  *L£b  in  The 
church  of  the 
Laodicean  si  and 
rlnt  ye  Htyjwife 
read  the  epiiltc 
Jrjrn  Liodicca* 

t7  And  fiiytn 
Arcluppus,  Tako 
heed  to  the  mint- 
flry  which  thou 
JuA  received  in 
the 


as  com'pletc  Cirri  Ilians,  that  are  fully  in  drafted  in  the 
doctrines  and  dunes  of  the  gofpel,  and  eminent  in  your 
conformity  to  them,  like  perfeft  men  in  Chrilt ;  being 
(zirxn^iiot}  gi]ed  with  his  light  and  grace,  according 
to  the  utmoft  extent  of  that  revelation  which  God  has 
made  of  his  mind  and  will,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
may  be  every  way  acceptable  to  him. 

13  For  I  muft  needs  bear  witnefs  to  this  excellent 
laborious  brother,  from  what  I  have  obferved  of  him, 
and  beard  from  his  own  mouth,  that  he  is  zealoufly  fo- 
licitous  for  your  prefect  and  eternal  happinefs  ;  and  has 
a  like  warm  and  tender  concern  for  the  profpemy  of 
your  two  neighbouring  churches  *,  one  of  which  is  feat- 
ed  at  Laodieea,  end  the  other  at  Hierafolis,  a  Urge 
and  populous  city  of  Phrygia . 

14  The  Evangelift  Luke%  who  was  brought  up  for  a 
phyfkian,  but  is  now  a  dear  brother  in  the  Lord,  de¬ 
voting  himfelf  entirely  to  -  his  fervicc,  for  bealing  the 
fpirinial  JiAcmpers  of  perilling  fouls and  Dtmas%  a- 
nother  mini  firing  fervant,  join  in  fending  their  Chri- 
ftian  refpeds,  (fee  the  note  on  z  Tim.  iv.  10.) 

15  Let  my  own  hearty  love  be  preferred  to  thofe 
brethren  in  Chrilt  that  belong  to  the  church  at  Laodi- 
eta ,  and  in  2  very  particular  manner,  to  the  well- 
known  Nymphas  f  and  hi\  Chrifttan-family,  which  for 
its  regularity,  purity,  religious  worfhip  and  order,  un¬ 
der  his  conduct,  is  like  a  New  Tellament-church. 

(6  And  it  is  my  expret’s  order  that,  after  thiscpiftle 
fliall  have  been  diliiuctly  read  through,  according  to 
my  deficit,  in  a  public  manner  among  you,  the  c hutch 
at  Ccfojfily  ye  take  cate  that,  either  it,  or  an  exact  copy 
of  it,  be  fent  to,  and  alfo  read  in  the  church  that  mu- 
ally  meets  for  the  worship  of  God  at  Laodicta  J  ;  and 
that  a  certain  Lat-diccanAetter  be  like  wife  communi¬ 
cated  to,  and  puhlicly  read  among  you. 

17  All  that  I  have  further  to  add  for  your  direction  is, 
that,  as  ye  are  furrouuded  withfubtil  adverfaries,  who feek 
topcrvcrtyou,(cia(tsii,8.)yewould)in  a  prudent, friendly^ 
and  refpettful  manner,  admonilh  / irchippus ,  aminiitxing 

*  fervant 


MOTES. 

*  It  is  probable  (hat  Epapbw  bad  been  which  fome  very  improbably  hive  fnppoftd, 
remirkably  inftramental  in  forming  or  tbe  apodk  wrote  to  to  (he 

building  up  theft  ctmrflhe*;  and  their  fore  had  flaps:  It  rather  ft ttns  not  to  have  hem  mny 
4  peculiar  afle&fon  to*  and  concern  for  them,  epiftic  wrote  \>y  him  s  but  wrote  to  him  fra*i 
f  We  know  no  more  of  Nyjsfbat  (had  Liwrf.w,  relating  to  the  ibte  of  arfair*  thm-e, 
what  is  here  faid  of  bin it  but  he  ter  to  and  hi  the  neighbouring  churche*,  which, 
kie  been  a  noted  man  of  eminent  piety,,  peihaps  mighigive  occaHun  *o,  »r^  wftlnmc 
and  ftriflttpgian  in  the  orders  of  hUCbrifc  light  upon  this  cpiftlc  to  rhe  CthjJIant;  imt 
sian  family.  (See  the  uale  on  Mem*  am,  J-)  therefore  mi^ht  be  proper  to  be  rfitl  in  the 
t  Various  have  been  the  conje^ores  about  church  ar .  which f  doubiUs,  kpev 

thisepiftle,  which  i;  lofl^  ittlcftit  wm  that,  wlut  evUUs  i*  here  rcfctftd  l*. 
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(hr.  Lord,  that  (errant  among  you,  (fee  the  note  on  PhiUm .  ver.  2.)  and 
thou  fulfil  *.  remind  him  of  the  great  need  there  is  of  his  utmolt  vi¬ 
gilance,  faying,  We  irtreat  you,  dear  Str,  always  to 
bear  upon  your  heart  the  excellent  nature,  defign,  and 
importance  of,  and.  . to  lay  yourfelf  oat,  in  rhe  name 
and  ftrength  of  Chrift,  with  all  wifdom,  diligence, 
and  fairhfulnefs,  in  difeharging  that  facred  office  which 
you  have  been  honoured  with, -  by  the  favour  and  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  and  for  bis  glory,  that  you 
may  explain,  confirm,,  vindicate,  and  enforce  the  great 
do&tincs  of  divine  revelation,  and  exemplify  them  in 
your  own  fpirit  and  conduct ;  may  reprove  fin,  and 
confute  error  ;  may  carefully  fill  up  the  duties  of  your 
rruft  in  their  whole  extent ;  and  perfevere  therein  all 
your  days,  to  the  comfort  of  your  own  and  other  fouls; 
and  may  do  all  that  in  you  lyes  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  gofpel,  in  the  converfiott  of  Tinners,  and  edification 
of  the  faints. 

«s  The  &iu-  1 8  To  conclude  after  my  ufaal  maimer  in  all  my  e- 
Rl,’^n  r  b)r  p°;  ptftle8  to  the  churches,  (fee  the  note  cm  Rom.  xvi,  22.) 
litt ntmbcr  my  I  Tubjom  my  beft  wi flies  to  you  all  in  my  own  hand- 
hoods.  Cmtxbt  writing  :  and  to  give  this,  together  with  all  that  has 
*mh  yon.  Ameiu  been  feij  jn  the  above  letter,  the  greater  weight  with 
you,  as  alfo  to  engage  your  molt  earnelt  prayers  for 
me,  remember  it  comes  from  an  apoftle  who  is  now 
fuffering  with  cbcerfuJnefs,  and  patience  in  bonds,  for 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  you  Gentiles ,  (Eph.  iii.  1.)  and 
who  afFedlionately  prays,  that  the  free  favour  of  God, 
the  Father,  Son  and  Spirit,  (2  €or.  xiii.  14.}  and  all  its 
precious  fruits,  manifcftations  and  eflfc&s,  in  a  work 
of  grace  here,  and  in  glory  hereafter  may  abound  to¬ 
ward  you.  In  tefttmony  of  my  fincerity  in  this  bene¬ 
diction,  and  of  my  hope  that  it  will  be  fully  aofwertd, 
1  lay,  Amen. 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

With  what  equity,  tfiildnefs,  and  ttiCTcy,  would  matters  treat  their  fervants. 
Were  they  deeply  imprefled  with  the  thought  that  they  themfeive*  have  a  greater 
Mailer  its  heaven,  to  whom  they  rouft  give  an  account  of  ail  their  behaviour  to* 
■ward  thofe  that  are  under  them  I  And  O  what  need  ig  there  of  daily  prayer?. 
With  ttunkfgmiigs,  in  the  family  ard  clofet,  for  ourfelves  and  others ;  and  parti- 
colarly^for  CJirills  mini  firing  fervants,  that  they  may  be  wife  and  faith  fid,  cou¬ 
rageous  and  fuccefsful,  in  unfolding  the  myftcries  of  the  gofpel,  without  reftrairt 
from  their  adversaries  1  And  what  need  have  CbriAians  of  wifdom  from  above, 
to  behave  prudently  towards  unbelievers,  that  they,  by  word  and  deed,  may  re¬ 
commend  religion  to  them,  and  mate  a  proper  apology  on  all  occafiom  for  it ! 
"With  what  pleafiire  fhould  miniftm  own,  and  fpeak  well  of  thdr  faithful  feliow- 
labourers,  and  fellow-fuflerers,  of  every  denomination !  With  what  earnrft 
wre  filings,  (a3  all  our  prayers  ought  to  be}  at  the  throne  of  grace,  Jhould  they 
plead  for  foch  churches,  efpecaliy,  at  they  are  moA  immediately  concerned 

with. 
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tritfw  that  they  may  be  confirmed  in  the  whole  will  0/  God  !  What  a  tender 
Sympathizing  fpirit  fhould  they  have,  and  fliew  toward  them!  How  cordially 
JhouM  tlicyfalate  all  their  uints,  and  particularly  thole  who  arc  eminent  for 
-:odline(s,  and  under  whofe  condnft  tbnr  families  are  lively  ^rnWems  of  a  church 
of  Cbrift'!  And  how  cheerfully  Ihoutd  they  recommend  it  to  them,  to  maintain 
and  cxprcfs  the  like  afte&ibnate  wiiftes  one  fur  another  I  The  liolv  feripturr* 
are -written  for  their  ufe;  they  have  a  common  iiuereft  and  concern  in  them,  and 
ought  carefully  to  read  them,  and  to  be  felicitous,  that  they,  who  inimfter  in  fl¬ 
ow!  things,  may  be  faiThfui  in  the  difeharge  of  the  truft  that  Cl: rift  has  commit¬ 
ted  to  them  ;  and  when  any  of  them  are  in  bonds  for  the  gofpelS  fake.  How 
ought  churches  to  lay  it  to  heart,  .tbit  they  may  be  enabled  to  make  Hittablc  im¬ 
provements  of  fuch  a  provtdencc,  for  their  own  dtabli  fitment  in  the  truth,  to 
which  thefe  noble  confeftbra  bear  th*ar  tefttmony  with  faith  and  p-itienee  !  For 
theft*  .and  all  other  valuable  purpofrs,  may  grace,  the  fountain  of  a!!  good,  be 
with  them  that  lovettie  Lord  Jefus  CUrift  in  fmcerity  and  truth  !  Amen* 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

OP  THE 

Tirft  Epiftle  oF  the  Apoftle  PAUL 

TO  THE 

T  H  E  S  S  A  L  O  N  I  A  N  S, 

la  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Firft  Epistle  to  the 
THESS  ALONI  AN  S, 

THESSALON1CA,  which  fignifies  the  victory  of  Thejfaiia,  be*. 

ing  rebuilt  by  the  famous  Philip  of  Macedon,  was  fo  called  in 
memory  of  the  conqueft  be  obtained  over  the  ThcJfaUam^  and  was  the 
metropolis  of  Macedonia.  The  church  gathered  there  confided  of  con* 
verts,  partly  from  among  the  Jnvs  and  profelytes  of  the  gate,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  Alls  xvii.  4.  .and  partly  from  among  the  idolatrous  CtntiUst 
as  appears  from  chap.  i.  9.  of  this  epiftle.  They  ware  exceeding  dear 
to  the  apoftle  Paul,  as  eminent  feals  of  his  rainiftry,  which  had  beers 
lately  blelTed  to  (heir  converfion  ;  and  he  was  tenderly  and  folicitoui- 
ly  concerned  for  them ;  becaufe,  foon  afterwards,  he  was  violently 
driven  away  from  them,  all  of  a  fudden,  through  the  furious  aflaults 
cf  the  unbelieving  /ru-i,  A<lf  xvii.  ij—  jc.  which  prevented  his  mi- 

niftting 
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mitring  at  Thejfalotnca^  fo  long  as  he  could  have  wiflied,  for  their  far-* 
then  eftabli  foment  in  the  faith. 

He  was  very  defirous  to  lnve  returned  to  them*  arid  attempted  it 
once  and  again;  bur  Satan  by  his  wicked  infhumcnC  hindered  him, 
as  he  tells  us,  chap *  ii*  18,5  and,  fearing  left  that  buiy  advcrfary  might 
have  unfeet  led  them,  he  font  Timothy-  to  theta  ;  and  upon  his  rert^n 
with  comfortable  tidings  of  their  ftate,  wrote  this  Epiftlc  to  encourage 
th  dr  continuing  to  ftand  faft  in  the  faitr,  and  not  to  be  (tumbled  at 
the  tribulations  that  befel  him  for  the  gofpel’s  fake,  as  in  other  places, 
fo  while  he  was  among  them. 

This  is  the Jirfi  of  all  the  epiftles  that  he  wrote,  which,  a s  is  fuppo- 
fed,  was  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  52;  and  it  is  generally  agreed, 
that  he  fern  it,  not  from  Athens^  as  the  pqftfcript  fays,  but  from  Co - 
rinthy  about  a  year  after  he  had  been  at  Thejfatonica . 

He  begins  it  with  a  falntatiori  and  affeflionate  ihankfgivingio  God 
for  his  dtftingui  thing  grace,  as  it  was  evidently  manifetted  in  its  re* 
irtarkahle  effefta  upon  them,  chap*  L  And  to  induce  them  to  perfevere 
in  the  faith,  which  they  had  received,  he  reminds  them  of  his  own 
unbhmeable  behaviour,  together  with  his  labours  an<f  fotferiiigs,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  his  mmiftry  among  them  ;  ahd  esprcfleS  his  earneft  de¬ 
fire  of  vifning  them  again,  out  of  his  great  love  to  them^  whom  he 
looked  upon  as  his  hope,  and  joy,  and  crown  of  rejoicing,  chap-  Yu 
But  a$  he  could  not  go  hirafelf,  he,  in  his  tender  care  for  them,  fends 
Timothy  to  fee  how  matters  flood  with  them,  and  to  comfort  them  un* 
der  their  tribulations,  aod  eftablifo  them  in  the  fakh ;  and  when  7t- 
mothy  returned  and  gave  a  good  account  of  them,  it  revived  bis  foul, 
and  he  heartily  prayed,  that,  if  it  were  the-  will  of  God,  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  them  another  vifit ;  but,  whether  this 
might  be  fo  ordered  by  Providence,  or  not,  thatjhc  Lord  would  efta- 
blifh  them  in  faith,  love,  and  hotinela,  chap-  Hi*  And,  left  he  (houtd 
not  be  able  to  fee  them  again,  he  refers  them  to  the  directions  he  had 
given  while  he  was  with -them,  to  guard  them  againft  all  iniquity, 
and  particularly  again  ft  every  kind  of  uncleannefs ;  commends  them 
for  their  brotherly  love,  and  intreats  them  to  abound  therein  yet  more 
and  more,  and  to  acquit  thcmfdves  with  diligence  and  honour  in  the 
duties  of  their  fevcral  Hattons:  arid,  to  comfort  them  under  tbe  lofs 
of  their  deceafed  Chriltian  friends,  he  fets  before  them  the  blifitlul 
ftate  to  which  they  (hall  be  raifed,  when  all  the  faints,  both  living 
and  dead,  fhall  meet  together  tc  be  with  Chrift-  at  his  coming  to  judge 
the  world,  chap.  iv.  And  as  the  particular  time  of  Chrifl/s  corning 
to  judgment  is  unknown,  and  will  be,  on  a  Hidden,  at  unawares, 
though  certain  in  its  feafon,  he  exhorts  them  to  conftam  watchful nefe, 
ind  preparation  for  it ;  and  then  adds  feme  ^munitions  relating  to 
tfieir  decent  behaviour  Toward  thofe  .that  were  for  over  them  in  rhe 
Lord,  and  towards  all  they  had  to  do'  with^  foggefting  alfo  fevera]  0* 
ther  important  duties,  in  which  they  were  all  concerned;  and  con¬ 
cludes  with  an  excellent  prayer  for  them,  and  earneft  defire  of  theii's 
for  himfolt,  and  with  falutations,  and  a  charge  that  this  Epiftle  be  read 
:n  tbeir  church,  with  whom  be  leaves  this  bencdiGioo,  chip*  v, 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P,  I. 

The  apojtle- fahttes  tie  church- Theffalortica,  and  hltjfes  God  for  them, 
in  refeSion  on  their  faith,  hue,  and  patience,  at  evident  johtnt  of 
their  eleSlion,  •which  wot  manifejled  m  the  efficacious  rhaJi/i/r  with 
■which  the  gofpd  came  to  them,  t, — 5.  And  defcrihes  its  fficwerjoA, 
exemplar},  and famous  tfficGs  upon  their  bearti  and  lives , 


T  (  Paraphuase* 

Ps&*,S  pAUX.  *,  together  with  Silas  \ md  Tmothp,  his  affift* 
Tlmothcm,  nnto  ^  ants  in  the  works  of  the  Lord  -at  Thejahnica,  fend 
the  tfjtrch  ciniis  greeting,  (fee  the  notes  on  A&t  1*.  22.  and  1  Cor.  i.  1.) 
X^*»W**G«d  to  the  church  pF  Chrift,  which  has  lardy  been,  planted 
the  Fnher,juwl  by  means  of  dor  miniftry,  {AGs  xvii.  1, — 4,  I^Jlaod- 
ordinaKiy  affembleS,  for  religious  woifhip'  and  difci- 
ai:t<r  you,  aud  ’plinc,  at  Uiat  renowned  metropolis  of  Macedonia,  and 
peace  froio  Cod  con h ft 6  of  believers  in  God  the  Father,  as  the  only  tr  ue 
■«“r  gf’,*'  i°  diftinritibn  from  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  who 
^,u*  WQrfhip  them  which  bf  nature  are  tie  gods,  (Gal.  iv.  S.) 
and  of  believers  in  the  Laird  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  only 
true  Mfefliab,  (fee  the  notes  on  John  xiv.  i.  and  xvii. 
3.}'  in  diitinQion  fronri  rbc  unbelieving  Jems,  who  de¬ 
ny  Kirn  \  and  ft)  we  regard  you  as  perilous  that  lire  in 
union,  hail,  have  feUomJhip  with  the  Father,  and  with 
his  Son  ftfus  Cbrifi,  (1  John  i-  %.)  May  all  the  riches 
of  divine  love  and  favour,  which  is  the  fountain  -ofe- 


a  Wt  prt 

thanks  to  God 
always  for  you 
all,  making  men* 
tioii  of  you  in 
aur  prtya* 


very  Welling  j  and,  as.  the  fruit  of  .this;  may  all  manner 
©fprofperiiy,  ’mclufive  of  every  defirable  fort  of  peace 
with  God,  and  others,  and  in  your  own  fouls,  be  mul¬ 
tiplied  abundantly  to  alf  ahd  every  one  of -you,  accord¬ 
ing  tu  the  fcheme  of  falvatiOft,  from  God  our  Father, 
and  from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  (he  only  -Mediator 
and  Peace-maker,  who  has  pnrebafed  aNbleflirigs  far 
us  by  his  blood ;  and  freely  communicates  -them  ro  us 
by  his 'Spirit,  in  an  infeparable  concurrence  with  the 
Father,  (fee  the  note  on  ^«n.  i.  7,5 

2  We  daily  offer  opr  our  cbcdrful  and  falemn  -thanks 
to  God  on  behalf  of  your  whole -church,  and  menrion. 
you  in  our  listed  and  oecalional  prayers  with  gratitude 
and  prtife,  and  with  fervent  applications  for  his  pert- 
fe&ing  all  that  concerns  you ; 

T*.  .  '3*** 

up  in  oppoffilon  to  him  :  Ami*.  perhaps,  as 
this  vaf  the  fitft  qtfAIe  that-  he  wrote,  h it 
great  modtfty  tiight  rcftvain  him  from  affat- 
ing  Tilt  apolkilfc  t ha  rafter,  till  he  found  a 
htctflfcy  for  a;  bcesaft  he  humbly  thought 
h;njfctf  to  he  the  f<  la  ft  of  the  ipoftles,  ini 
'**  not  mcft  to  he  oiled  aa  apoftfc/'  (t'Car* 


X  0 

*  At  theft  Tftjfalma*s  were  the  fcaJs 
Pi«/fs  ipoRleflu^  smd  tbefe  were  'node  a- 
cjmnf  chtm,  that  jpretended  to  fliiptitt  hit 
iithonty,  ottw  with  him  in  k  $  there  w» 
no  occafioo  for;hU  afterttag  it  here,  as  he 
Aon^ia  his  loftnprloit  of  the  cpjfllti 
churches  in  which  there  were  fslft  »pofHcj, 
.that  would  dept£C»*c  Hier^ 5  and  fecrbcjBiiives 
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3  Remember^  3  Being  excited  hereunto  by  a  conftant  habitual  fenfe, 
|n(!  without  oaf-  |  tecolle&ian,  of  the  unfeigned  faith,  which 

log  ynnr  work  of  ,  ^  ,  .  *  ,  L. 

fiiih,  anti  Jaipur  God  ha.*,  wrought  in  you,  and  which  mews  itleir  to  be, 
of  love,  >nd  pa.-  not  a  dead,  but  living  faith,  by  its  gennine  operation 
onr^Lord^ J<fQ(  unt0  al*  '"vangelical  obedience  :  we  have  alfo  a  joyful 
Chrift,  in J  the  remembrance  of  your  ardent  love  to  Chrift,  and  to  all 
fighs  vf  God  utd  (hat  belong  to  him,  which  generally  exerted  itfelf  in 
our  FiLhcr;  t^c  great  pains  ye  took  to  fuccour  and  fecurc  us,  when 
we  were  in  the  utmoft  danger  at  Tbeffafmica,  (A£ts 
xvii.  5,-**io.)  *  as  alfo  in  performing  every  office  of  kind- 
nefs  one  to  another,  and  to  all  the  faints  and  fen  ants 
of  Chrift,  for  his  fake :  and  we  reflect  with  pleafure 
on  the  fruits  of  this  faith  and  love,  as  they  have  pro¬ 
duced  in  you  a  lively  hope  of  eternal  life,  through,  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  witb  patient 
continuance  in  well-doing  under  all  yotir  tribulations ; 
and  with  a  quiet  waiting  for  God’s  time  of  crowning 

Jrour  hopes  with  enjoyment,  {fee  Wtb.,  x.  36.)  we  can 
blemnly  appeal  to  the  all-feeing  God,  for  the  fincerity 
of  our  professions  of  rhankfulnels,  and  con  ft  ant  remem¬ 
brance  of  you  in  our  prayers*  ;  and  are  firmly  peifua- 
ded  that  your  faith,  love,  and  hope,  are  exerdfed  with 
all  uprightnefs  of  heart,  as  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of 
God,  even  your  and  our  Father,  who  has  made  us  his 
children,  by  adopting  and  regenerating  grace. 

4  Knoviitg  ,  4  From  tbefe  peculiar  and  evident  fruits  of  God’s 

tiwhivn  beloved,  diftingui thing  favour  to  you,  our  dear  brethren  beloved 
jwij.ee  wti  o  0f  t|je  Lor(^  aHd  of  us  for  his  fake  i,  we,  arguing 

.  kb- 


N  O  T 

*  Jifl  ti/E  fight  iff  GsJ,  or  hi  fete  Gody 

Tk0fv)  may  refer,  cither  to  the  »- 
pork’s  11  bleffing  Ood  for*  and  aflcfUonate- 
“  ijT  remembring  the  Theffidonbnt;  or  to 
“  their  work  of  faith  and  hbour  of  love,  and 
**  patience  of  hope,’1  according  to  the  difc- 
rant  turn*  given  to  hkcUofe  in  the  paraph  rate, 

■  t-  According  Ln  the  different  ways  of 
pointing  this  femmee  ir  the  Gritty 
ajfflT!|^'(7ll|  IfTO  of  God 

rhay  he  joined  either  to  tieiev-td}  or  ro  yon*  <- 
iV.Tran,  which  proceeded  from  the  free  love 
_nf  God  :  And  the  apolHe1*  knowing  the  /■* 
ielfha  of  theie  Tttff&fonterii  feems  to  have 
not  hy  an  inn  mediate  revdutron^  hut 
only  in  the  ordinary  way  of  charitably  judg* 
fng  abvut  thecic^ioa  of  any  peribn.vhatfo' 
ever:  For,  \n  the  <oimeflion  of  thb  wj;ji 
|jjcjpi‘ccc<iing  and  lotloivio;-  verier,  he  rna- 
(itfiarfy  proves  the  cnufc  from  its  efle£h  by 
jvhxh  1:  may  be  known,  and  without  which 
?ts  orriinarity  inipnlEhle  for  any  one  to  koow 
it,  reference,  either  to  himfelf  oro* 

theis;  fiiicc,  who  irr  GodTs  ded,  is  an  en- 
^£ltt  bU  own  bieaft,  till  it  appear! 


E  S. 

by  its  diftingn! (hi rtg  effects*  (See  a  Pet.  i. 
10,)  But  had  our  apoftic  mcdni,  as  fbmc 
would  have  it,  that  he  knew  God1*  purpofc 
of  rxttving  Matrons  GentVti  into  the  jjnfpcU 
by  immediate  revelation,  he  had  this 
k"nou4edge  hf&t  the  Thtffafoniani  *ere  con¬ 
verted  or  eflt^uaUy  called;  and  thertfmT. 
had  do  need  of  arguing  from  the  ei££l  to  the 
caufc  to  alcertain  if.  And  as  we  mull  con* 
elude  from  Afts  xvH-  *.  that  this  etmrch  con* 
ft  lied  t  not  only  of  idolatrous  Genii  fer,  hut 
alio  of  Jnt?i  and  prtfAyta  of  the  gate,  that 
were  converted  there,  the  tieRion  here  fpnkcn 
of  may  well  be  fup  poled,  not  to  be  nations!, 
bur  to  include  potions  of  alt  thofe  former 
characters;  acid  to  whkli  ever  of  them  the 
gofpel  became  effefiuilj  it  41  according 
t4  to  the  drdisn  of  grace,  or  the  eternal  prr* 
u  pofc  of  him,  who'worketh  dl  things  after 
”the  counfel  of  his  A*rn  (Rom,  si*  s, 
and  Epnd".  i,  4-)  And  thi;  the  eUOkm  hue 
intended  was  not  tardy  t&tnftTVGtd privilege 
hut  to  }avin$  btntfjj,  apptars  from  ihcwlioit 
current  of  the  content,  which  fpttksof  Us 
peculiar  difliugulihing  ai*d  Jkutf  ifving 


j  Foroorgof- 
pel  curae  not  on- 
Hi  you  in  word 
nnly,  but  slfit  i.i 
in  the 
HnU-  Ghoft,  and 
ii  much  aflii- 
ranee;  asyr^know 
what  m&illMT  of 
men  *e  *xrt  a- 
moog  you  for 
your  late. 
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from  the  effeft  to  the  cayfe,  jufily  conclude,  and  ye 
yourfelvea  may  be  well  fatii>fic'l,  in  the  fame  way,  that 
ye  were  freely  chnfen  tf  God  from  all  eternity  to  falva- 
tion,  through  fanfU/Uation  of  the  Spirit,  and  bcUef  of 
the  truth ,  (a  J£pilt.  ii.  13.) 

5  For  the  gol’pel,  which  was  preached  by  me,  and 
by  Silas  and  Timothy,  (v.  r.y  my  fdlow~labourers  a- 
niong  you,  did  not  only  reach  your  ears  in  the  outward 
publication  of  it,  as  it  did  the  ears  of  many  others 
without  any  faving  effect ;  but  was  alfo  attended  with 
a  divine  energy,  which  brought  it  home  to  your  hearts, 
by  the  fpecial  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  *,  as  welt 
as  was  atreAed  by  the  miracles  he  wrought  in  confir¬ 
mation  of  its  divine  authority  ;  and  fo  it  begat  an  un- 
fliaken  fatisfa£Uon  ip  your  own  fouls,  as  to  its  truth 
and  importance;  and  good  hope,  through  grace ,  (2  Epift. 
ii.  16.)  as  to  your  own  perfonai  intereils  in  its  blef- 
fings,  by  means  of  wbat  ye  experienced  of  the  great 
and  excellent  fruits  of  our  miniftry  among  you ;  in 
which  (as  ye  well  know)  we  laboured  with  great  plain  * 
nefs  of  ^>eecb,  mceknefs,  and  patience,  and  evident 
tokens  of  God’s  owning  os,  and  giving  us  glorious  fuc- 
cefs  ;  notwithftanding  all  the  violence  and  perfection 
that  we  endurtd  on  your  account,  in  our  love  to  you, 
and  concern  for  your  falvation. 

■  5  And  ye  hr  6  And  fuch  were  the  happy  effe&s  of  the  gofpel’a 
^mesf°j0^erst^c  coming  in  this  powerful  manner  to  your  fouls,  that 
Lord,  haling  re-  .immediately  hereupon  ye  become  imitators,  (/“*»»«<)  in 
eeiwd  the  word  faith,  obedience,  and  patience,  of  us,  wbo  preached  it, 
and  with  it/hom  ye  conjbrtcd.  Ads  xvii.  4.  fee  the  note 
there)  and  ye  were  therein  followers  of  our  great  Lord 
and  Mailer  himfelf,  who  is  our  only  perfeffc  example, 
and  in  whofe  fteps  we,  and  ye  after  us,  trod,  (1  Cor. 
xi.  1.)  ye  having  firmly  believed  the  word  of  his  grace, 
even  in  the  roidit  of  the  fevereft  troubles,  that  both  we 
and  you  rfe  Ives  were  expofed  to  for  its  fake,  {d!is  xvti. 
{,—•9.},  and  having  received  it  with  fuch  inward  confo- 
lation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  made  you  a  rich  amend* 

for 

ft  o  T  E  fi. 

>y  meiOi-of  thegofpel,  (feeth^  note  on  ver*  **  the  apofllw  and  of  the  Lord/*  and  were 

5,)  and  from  the  apoltlrs  like  thar.kfgivmg  —  ~ .  1  '  ‘  L 

to  God,  for  his  having,  ”  froni  the  be^in- 
“  ningchoJen  th^mto  Jil nation  through  iane* 
t1  tific^iion  of  the  Spirit, **  fi  Epi(L  ii.  J3,) 
which  is  more  than  being  choiln  to  a  belief 
of  the  gofpet, 

*  u  The  gofpers  cornice  po^cr  and  >q 
**  the  Holy  Ghoft*'  was  more,  than  its  com¬ 
ing  with  the  atieftanon  «f  mir^ks,  an  ap- 
pc  irs  by  :ts  laving  c&rfts  t  For  the 
filoaiini  thereupon  followers  of 


in'miiebafflirtion, 
wiih  joy  of  the 
Holy  Gfaoft, 


eminent  examples  of  faith  and  hoUneis;  and 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles  among  them  **  turned 
'J  from  idols  to  icnc  the  bring  and  true 
^  God,  with  hope  in  ChrilY  for  deliverance 
^  from  the  wrath  to  come/*  which,  carried 
an  undeniable  proof  of  an  elfcfhial  and  lav¬ 
ing  change  upon  their  hearts  and  lives,  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Glioft,  with  which 
the  gufpcl  came  to  cbeoi,  as  is  reprefented  la 
the  following  s’erte*  to  (he  cad  of  the  Hupcav 
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for  them,  fweetly  fupported  you  under  them,  and  en¬ 
abled  you  to  bear  them  with  Cbriltian  fortitude  and  pa¬ 
tience. 

7  So  that  ye  yourfelves  became  eminent,  encoura¬ 
ging,  and  exemplary  patterns  {*"*“)  of  faith,  patience, 
ami  holinrfs  to  all  the  believers  round  about  you,  in 
the  two  targe  Grecian  provinces  of  Macedonia  and  Acha- 
ias  whether  they  were  converted  before  you,  as  at 
Philippi  in  Macedonia  ;  or  after  you,  as  at  Athens  and 
Corinth  in  Acbaia,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  8.) 

8  For  the  gofpel,  which  is  properly  the  word  of  the 
Lord  Jcfus,  as  be  is  the  author  and  the  main  fubjeft 
of  it,  having  had  fuch  glorious  fuccefo  among  you  *, 

■  was  publifhed  from  theticeforward,  with  great  reputa¬ 
tion  and  advantage}  and,  as  it  were,  with  a  loud  echo 
of  its  praifel,  for  and  uear;  infomuch  that  the 

fame  of  your  faitb,  as  going  out  to,  and  terminating 
upon  God  in  Chrifl,  and  manifefted  by  its  remarkably 
holy  and  exemplary  fruits  in  your  lives,  has 

gone  forth,  and  is  commonly  talked  of,  not  only  in 
Macedonia  and  Achaiat  but  with  dill  wider  extent  in  va¬ 
rious  other  places;  fo  that  we  ourfelves  have  no  occa- 
Gon  to  fay  auy  thing  about  it,  as  we  otherwife  ftiould. 

9  For  wherever  wc-travel,  we  meet  with  people  that 
are  fo  full  of  it,  as  to  anticipate  us  by  beginning  them- 
fclves  to  fpeak,  with  wonder  and  joy,  of  the  happy  ef- 
ft£ts  of  our  mioiftry  among  you  5  as,  particularly,  they 

and  Iiaw  ye  urn-  are  ready  to  tell  us  what  a  cheerful  reception  ye  gave 
u  us,  at  ourfirft  coming  among  you,  though  it  was  in 

fr-^a^nTVrne  ■  *n  l^e  a  1H idled  circum  flanCcs,  (vtr.  6.)  and  how, 

0*1.  by  means  of  our  preaching,  ye  were  fo  effie&uaHy 

wrought  upon,  as  that  thofe  of, you,  who  were  hea¬ 
thens  before,  at  once  voluntarily  and  publicly  renoun¬ 
ced  your  former  idolatry,  aod  turned  away  with  indig¬ 
nation  and  abhorrence  from  all  your  fictitious  deities  to 
him;  who  is  by  naruie  God ;  believing  in  him,  and 
yielding  yourfelvcs  up  entirely  to  him,  to  own,  reve¬ 
rence,  worfliip  and  adore,  ferve  and  glorify  him,  who 
has  all  perfection  of  life,  bleflednefs  and  immortality, 
originally  and  cfTemiaiiy  tin,  and  of  himfelf,  and  is  the 
fountain  of  all  forts  of  life,  whether  natural,  fpiiitual, 

or 

.  N  9 

-  •  ThvdwrehofTw^ifowv, I*ppreheo<U 

vwmrt  the  wratkiT-fiftircb  of  Mect&nia  and 
vbcTc  i he  Mrji  concern  were  made, 
from  whence  the  gnfpe 1  wix  JS pn>j»- 
jpted  \n  thofe  provinces,  as  that  it  JenfaUm 
-w*  of  the  Jt-itfi,  aod  tfrit  aL  Antioch  of 
the  Gtxiikt :  For  converts  «erc  made  at 
in  Mectdm*  before  iliiie  of  Tktj}*- 


So-  tbit  yc 
r  enfiffnpleifo 
heferem 
Jgmbnua.  end 
Athiu* 


9  For  from 
yon  ftumted  cut 
fbe  wwrt  of  she 

k  {Aacodcmijznd 
JtcUah*  butafto 
w  every  pfcce 
^«nr  fifth  to 
W  -  ward  iff 
lb  rad  abiuid*  To 
that  need  not 
to  fpe*t  any 
Mi** 


fr  For  they 
tlniinfelvfs  (hew 
of  us  nrhat  mi  tr¬ 
acer  of  tntciiiTj’  in 
w  had  Bhioyou, 


T  E. 

(ajacar  as  appears  from  tfitifth  tnd  J?th 
chapters  of  the  Afh.  But  ihc  gofpel  went 
from  Trtjpifcnica  with  the  more  trident  and 
Tcnommendiny  d  c  iti  on  flra  lions  of  it*  du*J- 
lente  and  .power*  on  account  of  its  crruolut- 
Ijr  woo  derail  effects  vpon  them,  u  appcaid 
jo  their  evcmpljcy  hclurfcvi* 
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dr  eternal*  to  others  ;  and  is  the  only  true  God  in  di £- 
tm£lion  from  all  mere  creatures  wharfoever,  though 
not  ro  the  eiduGon  of  the  great  Mcdiaror*  who  if  God, 
equally  and  together  with  the  Father*  inhis  original 
nature,  in  whom  ye  are  alfo  brought  to  believe,  (fee 
the  notes  on  John  xiv.  I*  and  xvii,  3.}  , 

10  And  to  wait  with  faith*  preparation  and  patience, 
defire  and  joyful  hope,  under  all  prefen  t  fufferiugs*  for 
the  glorious  appearing  of  the  eternal  Son  of  the  Father 
from  heaven.**  who  will  come  ro  he  glorified  in  his 
faint sy  and  admired  in*  ail  them  that  believe  cur  Ujtimo* 
ny  concerning  him;  (1  7 kef  i.<  10,)  even  Jefus*  the  di¬ 
vine  Saviour*  who*  by  his  obedience  rad  fu  fife  rings  un- 
to  death  pu^chafed  redemption  for  us*  and  by  his  al* 
frightyT  power  docs*  and  finally  will  deliver  us 

from  The  dreadful  wrath  of  an  incen/ed  God*  that  is 
coming 'apace,  and  will -be  ever  inceflantly 

coming;  like  a  perpetual  torrent  of  flaming  vengeance,’ 
upon  all  the  unbelieving  and  ungddly,  to  their  ever- 
tailing  deftruclioir,  (a  Thef>  i*  8j  9.) 

R  EC  Q  L  L  F,C  T  IONS. 

TThat  3  diflingmlhing  mercy  is  it,  when  the  gofpel  crimes  to  ary  of  oUr  foulv* 
not  in  word  t?uly,  but  with  the  special,  impreffive  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ! 
This  is  evident  pruuf  of  our  eternal  election,  which  can  be  known  only  by  its 
fruits ;  fiich  faith,  love,  and  patience  under  lufferlngs  for  Cftrift’s  fake ;  a  tho¬ 
rough  converfwjn  in  heart  ami  irfe  fiotfi  ^cry  idol  to  the  true  and  living  God;  a 
holy  imitation  of  ChriJt  and  of  his  fervahts,  as  far  as  they  follow  him  ;  and  a 
hopeful  operation  of  Ms  glorious  coming  to  rid  us  of  all  our  troubles.  And 
bow  delirabk  is  it  ta  have,  theft  tokens  of  God1*  Jove,  and  of  the  efficacy  of  his 
grace  in  an  .eminent  degree  !  Such  receive  his  word  with  full  aflurance  of  its  di¬ 
vine  truth,  excellence,  and  importance,  and  with  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  not* 
withftandmg  all  the  tribulations  that  may  befal  them  for  its  fake ;  they  are  a  cre¬ 
dit  to  the  gufpe]*  and  nobie  examples  to  other  believers  ;  and  arc  fpofccn  of  with 
admiration  and  joy  to  nil  that  hear  of  them*  ami  love  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus. 
TV  itb  what  pleafure  do  Ms  mini  firing  fervante  own  one  another,  and  relltft  on 
every  remarkable  fuccefs  of  ibuir  labours',  and  on  a- testimony  in  the  confidence* 
of  their  hearers,  that  the  power  of  the  Spirit  is  With  them  I  They  aflecHonatdy 
falute  the  dear  coirverlsj  they  abound  in  thantfulnefs  For  them*  and  conti¬ 
nually  recommend  them  in  their  prayers  to  the  grace  ami  Wefficg  of  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  in  every  remembrance  of  them.  And  O 
how  animating  to  every  true  believer  Ji  the  thought  ot  the  eternal  Son  of  God* 
as  the  rifru  Jefiis,  who*  having  laved  them  from  their  fins,  delivered  them  from 
the  wrath  to  come* 


I  a  Audio  wail 

for  his  Son  iron* 
heaven,  trhrtrfihe 
ndfed  from  the 
dead,  tvta  Jefus 
which  delivered 
us  from  the 
Prath  to  come. 


N  O 

*  As  the  firft  coming  of  Chrifl  w  the 
objeft  of  the  faith,  defire  and1  hope  of  the 
u  Old  Teft  ament- church,  who  waited  for 
(<  the,conlnU:iou  of  ifrad,  and  tat.fcal  for 
14  redemption  in  JemfrUm,"  (Luke  ii-  ij, 
j8»)  fo  his-  &cuod  Cuming  is  of  the  ATeW, 
who  are  14  looking/^r  the  hLefled  hope3  attd 
44  glorious  appearing  ot  ihc  great  God  and 
*■  our  Saviour  fcius  Chrtll (Titus  ii.  13.) 


T  E,  . 

The)'  firmly  believe  that  he  will  certainly 
come  again,  though  they  know  not  wlwnt 
and  therefore  continue  waiting  for  it  wilb 
Inch  cxereiies  of  grace,  and  performances  of 
dtiiy,  as  may  Left  encourage  (heir  hope*  [hot. 
vrhen  he  **  who  is  their  life  (hall  appear,  they 
4*  frail  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory,"  (CoL 
iii.  4*; 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IL 

The  apeft!tf  to  encourage  their  progrefs  in  faith  and  holinefst  reminds 
them  of  the  manner  of  his  preaching  and  behaviour  among  themr  i,— 
12*  And  of  their  receiving  the  gofpet  as  the  word  of  God^  which  if* 
-  fiftually  worhed  in  tJkemt  13, — 16.  And  affures  them  of  his  /ey  on 
their  account^  ami  his  defire  of  coming  to  them  again^  1  j,— -io. 


.  Text. 

jpOR  youHcives, 
brethren  * 
k  fi(Tw  nuf  en¬ 
trance  in  unto 
yro,  that  H  vas 
not  in  vain. 


1  Rot  even  af¬ 
ter  that  we  had 
fafered  before  , 
and  were  Ihamc- 
t  uMy  cm  retted,  as 
je  know,  at  Phi¬ 
lippi,  we  wtrt 
Kild  m  our  God 
+0  fpuk  imto  you 
the  gofpetof  God 
w»tth  much  coil- 
teotin a* 


3  For  our  ex¬ 
hortation  was  not 
of  deceit,  nor  of 
uncleannefs,  nor 
jn  goile  ; 


Paraphrase* 

"ITTELLmay  I  fpeak  of  you,  as  I  have,  (ehap*  i*) 
”  with  the  utmoit  affection,  hope  and  confidence: 
for  I  can  appeal  to  your  own  consciences,  dear  brethren, 
that  ye  yourftlves  experimentally  know  the  glorious 
power  and  effect  of  iny  coming,  with  Silas  and  Tima- 
thyt  (chap*  i*  1.)  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  you  \  that  it 
was  not  (“v*}  about  vain  and  profitable  things,  nor  with 
a  mere  empty  found  of  words ;  nor  was  k  without  good 
fruft,  which  we  were  aflured  it  would  not  be,  as  from 
God’s  promife  in  general,  (Ifa+  ]y*  11.)  fo  cfpecially 
from  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  he  called  us 
to  preach  it  in  Macedonia^  (A£U  xvi.  p,  10,)  of  which 
youi’s  is  the  chief  city  \  and  therefore  no  ill  treatment, 
that  we  before  had  jnef  with  in  that  province,  could 
difeourage  our  hopes  of  better  fuccefs  among  you  f. 

2  But  even,  after  we  had  lately  endured  the  greatest 
cruelties  for  the  gofpeTs  fake,  before  wc  could  reach  fo 
far  as  you,  and  had  been  treated  with  the  utmoft  indig* 
niry,  as  ye  well  know  we  were  at- Philippi,  another  In* 
rnous  city  of  Macedonia  f  (A£ts  xvb  23,  14.)  we  were 
nevertftekfs  animated  with  holy  refolution,  with  liber¬ 
ty  of  fpirit  and  of  fpeech,  and  with  undaunted  courage, 

jn  humble  dependence  on  our  giacious 
God  for  protection  ami  fuccefs,  openly  to  publish  the 
evcrlaftuig  gofpcl  to  you  ^  which  not  we,  but  God  him- 
ftlf  is  the  author  of,  and  we  preach  in  his  name  with 
mighty  zeal  and  fervour  of  fpirit,'  as  it  were  fc#  a  great 
agony,  in  ft  riving  for  your  converfion,  and 

.again  ft  the  furious  oppofition  which  the  unbelieving 
Jews  there  alfo  made  a  gain  ft  us,  (Atts  xvii,  5,  &c*) 

3  For  our  addrefs  to  you,  whether  in  a  way  of  exhor¬ 
tation  to  duty,  or  of  confolation  under  fuf- 

ferings  for  Ch rift’s,  fake,  was  not  by  preaching  any  er¬ 
roneous 


NOTE* 


’t  But  even  {vMm,  **;)  tlut,  introduces  the 
next  verfe,  require  lomc  filch  l  J  tough  t,  a* 
'the  p;T;i  p  h t*  i  c  I  is*  a  Jdcd,  a  1 1  h*  cln  fr  of  t 
rtUlihg  to  the  apulTJe’s  liofn:  of  fuccefs  a- 
mmig  i]«  mvl  Uh  □.*  Uimit 

ia  timid  *tcd  iijf  the  fcvcrc  life  S'*  he  hid  met 


with  in  othw  psits  of  11r(  prr- 

!orvc5  a  good  connexion,  uhich  \$  not  other- 
wile  tafily  to  be  (I'fccrtTd  ;  ami  therefore 
frjuc  Aippoic  (without  futDtient  grounds,  sis 
op|Hbars  to  me)  that  the  airoJUc  there  enttn 
upon  a  new  head  of  diJourfc. 
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roneous  do£frinee,  like  the  falfe  teachers,  to  (educe 
you,  but  tbe  pure  uncorrupted  goipei ;  nor  was  it  by 
teaching  any  principles  that  lead  to  licentioufncfs,  but 
to  all  holineCs  in  heart)  and  life  \  nor  was  it  by  hypo- 
critical  pretencea  of  piety  and  zeal,  and  love  to  you, 
for  carrying  on  Snifter  views  to  worldly,  advantage,  buc 
in  the  fincerity  of  our  hearts  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  your  fouls ;  fo  that  there  was  no  falihood 
or  impurity  in.  the  matter,  nor  infincerity  or  felGih^efs 
in  the  manner  of  our  preaching. 

4  But  a«  ■  4  Dut  as  we  were  approved  of  God  (Ww ro 
“"f  ?f  be  authorifed  and  furnifbed  for,  and  counted  faithful  to 

uuft  the  t>e  intrufted  with  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  (1  Tim. 

Korpd,crcnibwe  j.  u,  13.  and  Tit.  i.  3.)  as  lie  wards  of  the  myfteries  of 
"j*  b*|  God,  (1  Cor.  iv.  1.)  even  fo  according  to  the  d«Ggn  of 
God^vhfch  trL  this  honourableand  important  truft,  we  publifli  it  where- 
cth  oar  hart*.  ever  we  come,  without  any  alteration,  but  exa£Uy  as 
we  received  it  from  him ;  not  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
might  be  fuited  to  the  corrupt  taftc,  notions,  or  fancies 
of  men,  to  tickle  their  ears,  gain  their  apptaufe,  and 
gratify  their  humours,  lulls  and  paflioos,  by  prophefy- 
ing  fmooth  things  to  them,  or  by  concealing  any  necef- 
fary  do£trine,  {A8s  XX.  at,  27.)  but  with  all  purity  and 
Cncerity,  is  may  be  belt  approved  in  the  Gght  of  the 
great  and  holy  God,  {Gal.  i.  to.)  who,  we  are  fenfib'e, 
fcarches  and  knows  our  hearts,  {Rev.  i».  23.} 
i  tm  neither  ^  For  we  never,  in  dealing  with  any  fort  of  people, 
fed  we^auMriag  made  ufc  of  fawning  fpeeches  ro  ingratiate  ourfelvea 
word*,  m  y»  with  them,  or  flatter  them  with  compliments,  or  with 
know,  nora doke  Taj„  hopes  of  falvation  in  a  courfe  of  (in,  impenitence 
GotHs  witncfL*  ’  and  unbelief,  or  upon  the  foot  of  their  own  ftrength 
and  righteoufnefs,  as  yc  yourfclves  can  teftify  from  all 
that  ye  bare  feen,  or  heard  of  our  conduct,  and  man¬ 
ner  of  preaching  ;  nor  did  we  ever  put  on  a  cloke,  or 
falfe  pretence  of  religion,  to  cover,  and  fet  a  glofs  upofl 
fecret  deligns  of  making  an  advantage  of  you*  like 
thofe  falfe  teachers,  who,  through  urvctavfneft,  vritA 
feigned  words,  make  a  merchandise  of  their  bearers, 
(2  Pet.  ii.  3.)  no,  'we  can  folemnly  appeal  to  the  heart- 
fearebing  God  for  the  truth  of  this. 

<  Nor  of  men  6  Nor  were  we  ever  ambitious  of  vain-glory,  or  of 
fought  w«  glory,  feeking  the  honour  chat  comes  from  man  only,  after 
s«yrtofotliws  *^e  example  of  thofe  that  tread  in  the  fteps  of  the 
wh«o  w«  might  feribes  and  Pharifces,  {John  v.  44.  and  xii-  43.)  We 
ba rebecs bunko-  never  contrived,  intended,  or  endeavoured  to  be  ad- 
careffed  and  applauded,  while  we  were  either 
among  you,  or  any  other  people  that  we  have  mioi- 

ftered 
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7  But  we  wtre 
pwtl?  among 
fso,*  ever  as  a 
rui-te  dieriflictb 
her  children : 


Q  So,  btmgaf 
fcZHanatcly  defi" 
root  of  y6u,  we 
•ere  willing  to 
ti&vc  imparted 
iota  y oil,  not  the 
goTpel  of  Codon" 
ly>  hue  olio  our 
own  >ouU,  \%c-m 

eaufc  ye  were 
iar  UOtO  US, 


p  For  ye  re¬ 
member*  breth¬ 
ren,  oar  labour 
tod  travel;  fork* 
touring  nigh  laud 
Aay,  becau/e  we 

wonlrl  not  be 

cnargcahlc  unto 
of  you*  we 
pr^achedr  iaitio 
vno  the  go/pel  of 

0*4, 


ftred  to f  ;  no,  nor  did  we  aflume  a  high  tone  of  authors 
ty,  nor  fetrk  after  the  honour  of  a  maintenance  at  your 
expence,  lelt  fome  ftiould  have  thought  it  a  burdenfome 
tax  upon  them,  though  we  might  have  in  fitted  upon  it, 
as  the  apoflles  of  Chnft,  and  fervants  Tent  forth  by 
him,  who  faid,  The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hiret  (Lute 
x-  7,  fee  alfo  2  Cor*  chap*  ix*  and  the  notes  there.) 

7  But,  on  the  contrary,  we  behaved 'with  all  humili¬ 
ty  ot  mind,  modefty,  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs  among 
you,  and  with  fueh  fdf-demal,  as  might  beft  ihow  our 
parental  care  and  concern  for  your  fpirhual  benefit; 
ivtn  as  a  tenderly  affetUonarc  hurling  mother  fuckle* 
her  beloved  infants,  nonrilhes  them  in  her  bofom,  bears 
with  their  weaknefs  and  frow'ardnef^,  and  does  all  flic 
can  for  their  eafe,  help  and  comfort 

8  We  in  like  manner,  being  affeftionately  defirout 
of  your  edification  and  falvation,  took  great  pleafurc, 

not  on\y  jn  communicating  unto  you  the  gof* 
pel  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  dirt  ri  but  mg  fuitable  ppr- 
cions  of  it  in  due  feafon  to  you,  as  to  new-born  bahit 
who  defire  the  fincere  milk  of  tbs  wordy  that  ye  might 
grow  thereby^  1  Pet.  ii,  2*  but  ajfo  in  drawing  out  our 
own  fouls  with  compaffion  towards  you,  ( Ifa .  Iviii.  10.) 
in  abundant  labours,  even  to  ihe  exhaufting  of  our 
ftrength  ami  fpints,  and  ch-cr fully  hazarding  our  lives* 
which  we  were  ready  to  lay  down  for  your  lakes  ;  be* 
Caufe  ye  were  exceeding  dear  to  us,  who  have  your  fpi* 
ritual  and  eternal  concerns  entirely  at  heart. 

9  In  proof  of  this,  I  need  only  remind  you,  my  be¬ 
loved  brethren,  who  cannot  have  forgot  bow  I,  and 
my  companions,  hii  ourfelves  out  in  the  mod  fatigu¬ 
ing  and  painful  fcrvices,  while  we  were  among  you  ; 
For  ye  very  well  know,  that  we  not  only  fpeat  our 
flrength  in  miniferial  labours;  but,  when  we  were 
not  employed  in  them,  we  worked  early  and  late  at  our 
fecular  callings  to  get  our  own  livelihood,  being  un¬ 
willing  to  take  contributions  from  any  of  you  for  a  main* 
ttnance,  that  we  might  not  feem  burdenfomc ;  but 
might  preach  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  Godatfreecoft, 
and  thereby  cut  olF  all  occati on 5  froip  Our  adversaries, 
who  would  fain  reproach  us,  as  though  we  wanted 
to  make  a  gain  of  you.  (See  the  note  on  ;  Cor*  ix.  i.) 

10  Wc 


_  _  NOTE* 

Ax  metetenaiKe  ij  a  pm  of  the  httcur  arh*r  «bircb«:  For  hia  adding  with  refer- 
thtt  h  to  be  paid  to  mtnilbm*  tenants,  (fo  cnce  hereunto,  we  mij,fo  bavt  been  hr* 
™  note  00 ii  y.  1 7,  rS.)  it  teems,  to  defame,  plainly  our  thminhu  to  hish*- 

Ujoo^h  the  word  here  «te<f  be  (Uflsrenr,  v'mg  waved  the  rUcht  OFmaiaUoancc,  which 
lo  be  included  a]fi>  hi  the  gtory%  which  th*  he  m^r.t  have  chimed, 

*PO.ftle  dtd  no;  pf  ot 
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jp  Tear,  *ii-  iq  Wc  can  appeal  to  your  own  confidences  to  wit- 
a//*,™’1 iw  £)y  for  us,  as  far  as  yc  have  been  capable  of  obfervtog 
and  jolty,  and  our  deportment ■,  and,  which  is  (till  greater,  and  more 
utibUinnUj^  abundantly  to  our  fatisfattion,  we  can  foiemniy  sp¬ 
an,*^  ^eu'ilut  peal  to  the  all-feeing  and  heart-fearching  God,  who 
bditve :  knows  our  principles,  motives  and  ends,  as  well  as  our 

external  nils,  that  we  exercifed  burfelves  in  a  confci- 
entious  difcharge  of  ail  the  duties  of  religion  toward  God, 
and  of  righteoufnefs  toward  men i  and  in  fitch  a  fober, 
bumble,  benevolent  and  inotfenfive  manner,  in  the 


1 1  As  you  know, 

how  Wp£*llt}Ttcd# 
kfhI  coojfoHcd  * 
and  disiged  eve¬ 
ry  ofle.  of  you* 
(as  a  faifrcr  thib 
bii  cliiMren,} 
ii  Tbat  y£ 
would  walk  vor* 
thy  Of  Go<f,  who 
h±th  called  you 
intohu  kingdom 
Aud  |iory. 


Tor  tikis 
qp.de  slib  thunk 
we  God  without 
ctafmg  ,  teciofe 
wteo  ye  received 
tte  wonl  of  God, 
which  ye  heard  of 
uit  yc  received 
it  nor  m  tte  word 
of  aicii,  but  (a bit 
is  in  truth)  the 
word  of  God, 
urhidi  eMuaJtf 
wwkct^fllfo  hi 
you  that  believe* 


whole  of  our  conversation,  as  might  beft  recommend 
the  good  ways  of  the  Lord  among  you  that  were 
brought  to  the  faith  of  Cbrift  by  means  of  our  mioifUy. 

n,  12  We  not  only  were  careful  tofet  you  a  good 
example,  by  our  own  regular  behaviour  among  you* 
bur,  as  ye  like  wife  welt  know,  we  cotinfelled,  intrcated 
and  excited  every  one  of  you,  by  all  proper  argument^ 
to  pradife  the  like  ChriJlian-duties  that  are  incumbent 
upon  you  ;  and  did  all  that  in  us  lay  to  encourage  yoa 
thereunto,  and  to  comfort  you  under  all  your  tribula¬ 
tions}  and  we  with  the  gieateft  cartieftnels  teflified  to 
you,  {^pTvrifutot)  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  both 
publicly  and  privately,  (Ads  xx.  to.)  with  all  the  au¬ 
thority  and  affe&ion  of  a  father  to  his  children,  that 
ye  ought  to  live  in  fudi  a  becoming  manner  as  is  fiiit- 
able  to  the  holy  nature  and  will  of  God,  and  to  hia 
high  and  (pedal  favour  toward  you,  whom,  as  appeals 
in  its  fruits  he  effc&ually  called  by  the  gofpet,  to  par¬ 
take  of  all  the  buffings  and  honours  of  his  kingdom  of 
-grace  in  this  world,  and  of  his  kingdom  of  glory  in  the' 
world  to  com& 

13  And  in  rcfie&ion  on  what  God  has  done  by  us 
among  you,  we  are  exceeding  thankful  to  him,  blefling 
and  praifing  his  holy  name  in  our  daily  addreffes  to  himj 
becaufe,  -when  we  were  Tent-  to  preach  the  gofpel  at 
TJieJfalonica,  ye  not  only  gave  us  the  hearing,  which 
others  of  that  city  refufed,  (A£ks  xvii.  5.}  but,  upon 
hearing  our  meflage,  your  hearts,  like  Lydia’s,  (Afbxvi. 
14.)  were  opened  to  attend  to  it,  and  embrace  it  with 
reverence,  faith,  love  and  ohedtence  ;  and  To  ye  belie¬ 
ved  and  aflfc&tonately  entertained  it,  not  as  a  human 
feheme,  or  upon  the  foot  of  human  authority}  but  as  a 
revelation  from  God,  (which  it  rea’Ly  is,)  and  upon 
the  foot  of  his  authority,  as  a  doflrine,  which,  not. 
we,  but  God  himfelf,  in  his  Infinite  wifdom  and 
grace,  is  the  contriver  and  auihor  of,  and  com- 
miffioned  us  to  pteach ;  and  which,  through  his 
fpecial  bleffiag,  works  fo  powerfully  and  efficacioufly 
with  iuternal  energy,  as  to  produce  a  happy  and  holy 

ohangs 
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change  in  your  fent i merits,  principles  and  views,  hearts 
and  lives,  who  by  faith  received  it,  and  who  have  there* 
by  the  bed,  the  mod  facisfying  and  advantageous  demon* 
ftnmon  to  your  own  confcfeucesj  that  the  gofpel  jrfelf, 
together  with  its  wonderful  influence  upon  you,  is,  and 
could  not  but  be,  entirely  of  God* 

14  For  ye,  w  ; a  The  powerful  and  biefled  cfTe&s  of  this  gofpel  upon 

fdkwen  of  eht  you,  my  dear  brethren  m  Cnuft,  are  evident,  as  has  been 
FhPTtfosof  God,  hinted,  [chap.  i.  6*)  in  your  fo  readily  receiving  it,  tho' 
ciiri^fS  attended  with  lb  much  outward  affliction  :  For,  from 
lbs;  Vr  ye  Jfi y  the  time  of  your  embracing  it  with  faith  and  love,  ye 
luve furred  like  became  imita ro rs,  not  only  of  ust  the  fervants  of  our 
tbiax*  Lord,  but  alfo  the  churches,  that  are  gathered  in  his 

even  as  they  bsve  ^me,  according  to  his  appointment,  tor  religious  wor- 
pf  tfcejcws:  fbip  m  Judea  \  and  that  particularly  in  their  courage 

and  patience  under  the  tribulations  which  they  endive 
for  his  fake  :  For,  at  the  indication  of  furious  zealots 
at  Thcjftlonica,.  { A£fs  ivii.  6.)  ye  youtfelves  alfo  hare 
been  iufuked  and  ahufed ;  and,  with  heroic  Chridian 
firmnefs  of  mind,-  have  calmly  fuhmitted  to  the  fame 
fort  of  persecutions  from  people  of  your  own  country, 
as  thofe  churches,  for  the  fame-caufe,  hare  cheerfully 
undergone  the  cruel  ufage  they  met  with  from  the  Jews 
in  their  parts. 

it  Who  both  ■  15  Who,  in  the  madnefs  of  their  rage,  embrued 
kitM  the  Lord,  tbeir  wicked  hands,  (Ad/s  ii.  23.)  in  the  blood  of  the 
-bwii1' smpbet* f-*°rd  of  glory*  the  Saviour  of  his  people  from  their 
awl  have  perfe-  fins*  and  therein  (hewed  themfelves  to  be  in  fpirit  and 
c®ted  and  temper,  as  well  as  by  defeent,  the  children  of  thofe 
Gud,  '  aid  that  dealt  in  the  like  unnatural  and  rebellious  manner 
contrary  it,  all  with  the  antient  prophets,  which  God  bad  raifed  up  a- 
®*n'  mong  them,  (Mat.  xxiii.  31,  37.}  and  they  hate  carri¬ 

ed  on  this  violent  perfection  with  the  utmofl.  feyerity 
again  ft  us,  the  apoftles-and  fervants  of  Chfift,  and  pro- 
fcflbrs  of  his  name,  and  particularly  agaitift  niy&lf  at 
Tbejfahnica,  and  many  other  places.  And  though 
they  pretend  to  be  God’s  peculiar  favourites,  and  that 
in-killing  us,  as  they  did  Stephen  and  James,  (Aits 
y ii.  59^60,  and  xii.  2.)  they  are  doing  him  good  fervice, 
(John  xvi.  2.)  they  are  really  fo  fat  fiom  being  accep¬ 
ted  of  him,  or  approving  themfelves  to  him,  that  they 
ait  direiUy  contrary  to  his  merciful  and  holy  nature 
and  'will,  law  and' gofpel ;  and  are  the  worft  of  enemies, 
not  only  to  us,  but  to  the  common  happinefs  of  all 
.  mankind,  and  particularly  of  the  Gentiles,  whom  they 
treat  with  the  utmoft  indignation,  contempt  and  (corn  ; 

,9  Forbidding  id  Doing  what  in  them  -lyes  to  hinder  us,  («,*»>»:»► 
•us  to  freak,  to  the  the  imnifters  of  Chrift,  from  preaching  the  gofpel 

Sitr^  mieht^b*  t0  GfMilett  as  being  envious  at  their  converfion,  in 
*  bred.  order 
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fared,  to  fill  up 

their  Gflfi  aht-ay  : 
for  the  wrath  L  if 
come  upon  them 
to  the  titftrmoft* 


t  j  But  we,  bre¬ 
thren*  being  ta¬ 
ken  from  you  for 
a  Aurt  time*  in 
prdence,  not  in 
heart,  endeavour* 

ed  the  more  a~ 
bundxntty  u>  fee 
y*ur  face  with 
great  tieQret 


tft  Wherefore 
we  would  have 
cone  unto  you 
(even  1  P»til) 
once  end  again,; 
out  Si  tin  hinder* 
+J  us* 


order  to  their  eternal  falvation;  thty  Hill  perfifting,  by 
divine  permiflion,  in  their  obftinare  prejudices  and  opt 
pofition  to  the  Mefiinh  and  bis  fervams,  wherever  they 
come,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  own  and  their  fat 
there  iniquities,  (Mat.  xxiii.  32.)  till  God  will  bear 
with  them  no  longer,  as  will  foon  appear  by  the  awful 
event :  For  righteous  vengeance  has  b.-gun  to  leize  *, 
and  is  about  to  come  upon  them  in  the  moll  dreadful 
executions,  («**<*«)  to  com  pleat  their  ruin,  and  put 
an  end  to  their  church  and  State,  without  redrefe,  till 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in.  (Rom.  xi.  25.) 

17  But  we,  dear  brethren,  were,  forefy  againlt  ouf 
will,  forced  away  from  you  all  on  a  fudden,  for  a  fhort 
feafon,  which  will  foon  be  Over,  like  that  of  an  hour 
(v*r«*vs»*p*f)  by  reafon  of  their  outrage,  who  hunted 
after  our  blood,  (APIs  xvii.  5,  to.)  \  To  that  we  could 
110  longer  continue  with  fafety  in  perfon  amorig  you  $ 
which  went  as  near  our  hearts  as  it  could  to  the  heart 
of  tbe  tendereft  dying  parents,  whether  nurling  mo- 
thers,  or  affectionate  fathers,  ( ver .  7,  1 1.)  to  be  torne 
away  from  their  weak,  helplets  and  expofed  orphans, 

that  would  dearly  mifs  them  :  But  our 
hearts  are  {bill  as  much  as  ever  with  you*,  and  conGder- 
ing  how  we  were  {hatched  away  from  yoU  unawares, 
and  what  need  ye  have  of  our  further  counfel,  admo¬ 
nitions,  cautions  and  encouragements,  to  animate  and 
fortify  you  agatnft  the  dangers  that  furround  you,  we 
have  been  the  more  exceedingly  diligent,  and  have  tri¬ 
ed  all  poflible  means,  with  the  moll  affeflionatedcGre,  and 
earneft  folicitude  of  foul,  to  get  an  opportunity  of  com¬ 
ing  to  you  again,  and  converting  with  you  face  to  face. 

18  f  For  we  fain  would  have  returned  to  you,  and 
attempted  it  time  after  time,  even  I  Paul  especially  ; 
but  Satan,  that  great  adverfary  toChrift  and  bis  gofpel, 
to  us  his  miuiftring  fervants,  and  to  your  fouls,  cue 
out  work  for  us  in  other  places,  as  particularly  at  Berea 
and  Athens ,  (A&sxvii.  13, — 34.)  by  fowing  the  feeds 
of  difeord  and  herefy*  and  fpiriting  up  a  violent  oppo- 
fuion  to  the  truth,  which  rendered  it  neceflary  for  us 
to  make  a  ftand  again  ft  him  and  his  inftrumerits,  for 
the  vindication  of  the  gofpel,  and  eHablifhincnt  of  the 

faints 


NOTE. 

«  The  verb ,  (i,Wi)  being  the  firft  Aotifi^  compfQied,  till  abont  twehty  year*  aluv 
11  of  indeterminate  lignifinlion,  and  M)r,  l  wards. 

think,  be  here  mort  properly  render’d  ir  a-  t  Th«  AkxanMait  jtid  Cfarroiur  copies, 
bvul  W  cv/ne,  than  it  come  upon  them  to  the  inflea-l  of  ( Jv>)  i»htrrja~‘.  ira A  yS«iu  ■  ]<>r  i 
lit  mol:;  becaafe,  though  the  deftniaion  of  and  this  feeirr;  to  agree  hr.  the  apofl.e’* 
that  people,  and  of  thiir  city  and  temple,  defijn  ifi  profellin^  the  li-  iSitty  ot  hit  great 
were  drawing  on  trace,  it  was  not  fully  ac*  dr.iire  to  came  an*J  tc  them, 

Vot,  V,  t  * 


pit  The firjl  Kpiflle  to  the  ThegsALOkJANS  paraphrafcd.  Ch.  ii« 


19  For  \vh:it  rj 
onr  -iop'.'p  }wy7 
or  cto  vii  of  re¬ 
joicing!  art  not 
even  jc  in  the 
p  c fenc*  i-i  out 
l*oni  Jthi*  thrift 

3C  hh  Co  living  ! 


so  Tor  ve  ire 
oar^ior^  and  joy. 


faints  in  thefe  parts;  and  fo  he  laid  fnch  abilities  in 
our  way,  to  entangle  and  incumber  us,  as  has  hitherto 
prevented  our  defign  of  coming  to  you:  But  yc  may  be 
well  affured  we  are  fHl?  as  mindful  of  you,  and  as  fin- 
cerely  and  aff*£lionatc)y  defirous,  as  ever,  to  return  to 
you,  if  the  Lord  permir, 

19  For  w!ut  is  the  chief  matter  of  our  hope  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  happy  fruit  of  our  mini  dry*  to  animate  us 
to  it  ?  or  what  is  our  chief  joy  in  it?  or  what  the  crown 
of  our  glorying,  as  the  reward  of  our  labours  at  the 
end  of  it?  Are  not  ye  in  an  eminent  manner,  my  dear¬ 
ly  beloved,  whom,  among  other  converts,  we  expert 
to  fee  at  the  right  hand  of  Chrift,  and  to  prefent  as  a 
charts  virgin  to  him,  (2  Cor,  xi*  2.)  at  1m  fecond  com* 
ing,  when  he  i oho  is  our  life  Jbatl appear ,  and  yey  toge¬ 
ther  with  us,  fhall  appear  with  him  in  glory  ?  (CoK  iii. 
4-  t) 

'*0  For  in  refieftion  on  what  ye  already  are  through 
grace,  and  in  profpe£t  of  what  ye  (ball  then  further 
be  by  means  of  our  miniftrations  to  you,  ye  certainly 
are  at  prefent  the  glory  of  our  nunifby*  and  the  joy  of 
our  hearts  ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  we  fhall  find  you  fo 
to  a  fUU  more  exalted  degree,  at  the  day  of  Chrift; 
vht.'n  they  that  be  wife  fhall  fbine ,  as  the  hrightnejs  of 
the  firmament ,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righte^ufnefs9 
as  the  fears  for  ever  and  every  (Daniel  xiu  3.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


What  a  joy  of  heart  is  it  to  the  fervanls  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  be  able  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  their  hearers,  and  to  tied  himfelf,  that  they  have  been  courageous,  up¬ 
right,  I  a  ho  non  5,  hooibk,  tender,  felf~  denying,  uu  blame  a  hie,  and  ditinterefted* 
free  from  covttoulhefs  and  vain-glory,  in  their  miniftrations  and  behaviour,  tvea 
in  the  mid  ft  of  perfecutioas  and  reproaches  for  the  take  of  Chrift,  as  perform  In* 
t  tufted  with  the  gofpd,  and  fee  king,  in  drfpenfing  it,  not  to  plcnfc  men,  but 
God ;  whom  they  con  lid er  as  the  fearcher  of  their  hearts !  With  what  grateful 
reflections  da  they  hkfs  his  holy  and  gracious  name,  when  he  crowns  their  la* 
bourS'Vfith  fuccefs  !  And  how  happy  is  it  for  Ihe  attendants  on  thrir  mmiftry  to 
know,  by  their  mvn  experience,  that  U  has  not  been  unprofitable  to  them ;  but 
that  they  have  been  enabled  to  receive  it  with  reverence,  faith,  and  hive,  merely 
upon  the  foot  of  its  divine  authority*  and  have  felt  its  powerful  operation  in  their 
own  fouls,  to  animate  them  unto  all  patience  in  fullering  for  Chrift,  after  the 
example  of  the  molt  celebrated  churches,  and  unto  all  holy  con  ver  fat  ion  and 
godliuefs,  to  (table  to  their  privileges  and  obligations,  as  true  believers,  whom 
God  has  t  Actually  called  by  the  gufpel,  to  inherit  all  the  bk dings  and  honours 
of  his  kingdom  of  grace  here  and  of  glory  hereafter!  Alas  1  how  defperatdy 
malignant  again  ft  Chrift,  and  his  fervants  and  dHciplcs,  is  a  fpirit  of  perfecurion  J 
It  is  a  direct  imitation  of  the  great  adverfary  the  devil,  and  promotes  bis  iutcreft 
JH>< l  defigns,  under  his  wicked  influence;  it  fills  up  the  mcafurc  of  their  iniqui¬ 
ties,  who  per  lift  in  the  practice  of  it ;  and  ripens  them  for  deftrudion,  till  wrath 

comes 


NOT  JL 


+  Tn  the  like  a ffeftionate  flow  of  language  they,  (o  whom  he  was  writing,  were  the 
the  apoflle  wrote  co  die  Phi/ippiaKSt  ehstp.  only  matter  of  his  jej,  (fce  the  note 
*v*  1-  to  endear  hiicfelf  to  them,  though 
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comes  upon  them  to  the  uttermoft.  But  with  what  parental  tendernc  fs  d»  faith- 
fill  paftors  fympathize  with  their  flocks  in  their  tribulations  !  How  gladly  would 
they  viftt,  affift,  encourage*  and  comfort  them  under  their  trials*  as  opportunity 
oilers!  And  with  what  flowing  afTedliou  do  they  think  of  the  dear  fcals  of  their 
rniniftry*  as  their  glory  and  joy,  and  a*  thole  whom  they  truft  the  Lord  Jefua 
Chrift  will  publicly  own,  as  the  crown  of  their  rejoicing,  when  he  fhalj  come  to 
judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day. 


W Hereford  t 
when  wc 
could  no  ions* 


CHAP.  III. 

The  apojlle  gives  fill  further  proof  of  his  great  affection  to  them,  in 
his  having  fent  Timothy  to  efiablifh  and  comfort  them,  t, — 5.  Ia 
his  rejoicing  at  the  good  tidings  of  their  faith  and 'love,  6, — 9.  And 
in  bis  praying  for  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  them ,  and  for 
their  perfeverance  and  increaje  in  grace ,  till  the  fecund  caning  of 
Chrijl t  10, — 13, 

Teit*  Paraphrase. 

CO  great  was  the  folicitude  of  my  mind  about  you, 
***  as  young  converts  in  the  perilous  circumftances  in 
cr  forbear  ,  ie  which  I  was  forced  all  of  a  fudlien  to  leave  you,  ihac 
when,  upon  my  arriving  at  Athens ,  ( A£ts  xvii.  15.) 
then*  abac:  and  meeting  with  various  difappointments  of  my  feheme 

for  returning  to  you,  I  grew  more  uneafy  in  my  con¬ 
cern  for  you,  than  I  well  knew  how  any  longer  to  bear, 
or  conceal  from  you ;  (*'<*<**  r<r°>-"t)  *  X  rather  chofe  to 
be  left  there  alone,  to  ft  ruggle  with  the  many  difficulties 
I  had  to  encounter,  in  disputes  with  the  Jews,  and 
with  the  Epicurean  and  Stoic  philofophers,  ( Alls  xvii. 
17,  18.)  chan  to  remain  uncertain  about  the  (late  of 
your  affairs,  or  negleit  any  thing  that  might  contribute 
to  your  help. 

2  And  therefore,  though  I  much  needed  the  com¬ 
pany  and  affiftance  of  the  dear  Timothy ,  who  was  there, 
and  might  have  been  very  iifeful  to  me,  and  is  iudeed 
my  affectionate  brother,  and  a  faithful  mtniftring  fer- 
_  vane  after  God's  own  heart,  commiflioned  by  his  autho- 
biith^  w  at|d  (ichIy  endow***1  w>tb  gifts  and  graces,  to  pro- 
eowlort  you  con-  more  hiscaufe  and  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  is  a  fa¬ 
cetting  ywr  borious  copartner  with  me  in  the  work  of  preaching 

**  '  that  blefled  gofpel  of  falvation  which  has  Chrift  for  its 

author  and  principal  fubjefl ;  yet,  for  your  fakes,  I 
cheerfully  parted  with  that  excellent  young  evangeiift, 
and  difpatched  him  to  you,  that  he  might  know  how 

matters 

NOTE.  . 

*  Though  SUvamu  or  Si l* i  and  Timothy  nicat  (fee  the  note  on  -rftTs  xvm  sO 
were  with  theapgftk  Pauhz  Corinth  wbui  hi  though  lie  Hill  /peaks  in  the  plural  number, 
wrote  this  cpiftle  from  thence*  cfof.  \.  i.  yet  he  had  given  notice,  chap,  ih  tb.  that  ■vhat 
Silas  ftems  net  to  have  been  with  him  while  he  w%»  l  *v;ngT  in  a  wi y  «i‘  concern  tor  them, 
be  was  At  Asheni ;  and  fb  he  was  done  after  end  driiir*  vf  feeing  them*  f  dated  ia  a  pecu- 
be  bad  fcru  limiby  frsm  thence  iq  Mtf/c-  hur  uiicucr  to  hioricfcV 

Q  A 


1  And  fent 
Timothens,  our 
brother  and  mini* 
Act  of  God,  and 
our  fellow-labour¬ 
er  in  the  goihcl 
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matters  go  with  you,  [ver.  5.)  j  and  that,  fupplying 
my  place,  he  might  labour  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm 
your  faith  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
goipei,  and  (T“fKxa^‘<ra')  might  exhort  you  to  hold  them 
faft,  and  help  to  revive  a  fweet  feufe  in  your  fouls  of 
the  glorious  advantages  and  delights  that  will  refult 
from  your  faith*  even  in  this  world*  and  much  more 
in  the  world  to  come. 


3  That  no  man 
flight  he  moved 
by  ihcfc  affec¬ 
tion*:  fW  yowr- 
Jckfs  know  that 
we  air  appointed 
thercurtfo. 


4  For  tcnTy 
when  we  were 
*ith  ytm  \vc  [old 
you  before,  that 
we  mould  farter 
Uibuhmon  :  even 
as  h  came  to  paf$* 
and  ye  kuow. 


j  For  this  Mtifri 
when  j  coo  Id  no 
longer  forbear,  I 
ibntto  kro*  your 
faith,  lcrft  by  Ibroe 
tp tans  the  temp¬ 
let  tempted 
you*  and  our  la* 
bour  he  in  Vain. 


3  That  fo  none  of  you  might  be  difheartened,  or  fiag- 
gered,  at  the  perfecutions  which  both  yourfelves  and 
we,  the  minifters  of  Chrift)  have  endured  for  Iris  fake: 
And  ye  ought  not  to  be  difcouiaged  or  fhaken  in  mind 
on  thjs'account ;  for'  as  the  wo  tit,  as  well  as  the  belt* 
that  is  to  be  expected  from  your  faithful  adherence  to 
Chiilt  has  been  fet  before  you,  ye  cannot  but  know* 
that  God,  in  his  eternal,  infinitely*  wife  and  holy  coun- 
fels,  has  appointed  us,  the  fervants  and  difciples  of 
Jeius,  to  fofferings  for  his  fake,  as  well  as  to  be  partakers 
of  his  glory,  (1  Peter  n.  12,  13.) 

4  For  even  whtn  1  and  my  fellow-labourers  were 
prefcnt  with  you  f,  we  warned  you  before- hand  to 
prepare  for  rhe  worft,  that  as  all  that  -will  live  godly  in 
Chnjt  Jefus jhall fnjfer  perjecution,  andmuji  through  much 
tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  (j  ’1  im.  iii. 
ii.  Adts  iv.  14,  22.);  fo  we  fhouid  certainly  have  our 
lhare  in  the  common  lot ;  and  accordingly,  as  ye  may 
well  remember,  it  foon  afterward  proved  in  the  event  ; 
ye  yourfelves  having  experienced  it,  and  been  eye-wit- 
Defies  of  the  ftorm  that  fell  upon  us  at  7 hcjfalmicat 
(A£ts  xvi).  5,  ire.) 

5  When  therefore,  as  was  faid  before,  (ver.  t,  2.)  I 
could  no  longer  bear  the  anxiety  of  my  mind  concern¬ 
ing  you,  on  account  of  the  difficult  and  trying  clr- 
cumftances  in  which  I  was  forced  to  leave  yon,  1  fent 
the  beloved  and  faithful  Timothy  to  fee  how  it  fares  with 
your  faith  \  having  a  godly  jealovfy  over  youy  (2  Cor.  xi. 
2.)  left  by  the  violence  ot  periecuiioit^  and  I'ubtlc  in¬ 
trigues  of  falfe  teachers,  and  by  inward  fuggeftions,  or 
any  other  means,  that  malicious,  artful,  and  bufy  ad¬ 
versary,  the  devil,  might  have  thrown  temptations  in 
your  way,  to  turn  you  back  from  Cbrift  and  thcgofpel; 
and  fo  all  the  hopeful  pains*  we  had  taken  for  your  con- 
verfion,  ftioiild  have  proved  to  be  ineffe&ual,  and  the 

promising 


NOTE, 

|  By  till*  time  both  Si/rft  and  Timothy  they  were  therewith  kirn,  and fo  may  be  or* 
come  to  ilic  3  polite  at  CvhUit^  as  ip-  dimnod  to  include  them  with  himfrlf  ia 
pears  from  ABs  xviji,  1,  j.  compared  wiih  ilm  he  Tpcaks  in  the  plural  number  in 
Ihe  iiiJerij?Eion  of  this  rpiftte:  end  h t  here  iud,  n»ft]y  at  Icaft,  in  tome  fi> Ubwiog  veeftf* 
rvtm  to  what  hxl  pxli  it  TbeJk/oAJc^  when 
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C  But  DOW 

vhcn  Timotheus 
«imc  from  you 
unto  us  ,  and 
brought  u*  good 
tidings  of  your 
frith  and  charity, 
and  that  ye  have 
gnoil  re  mem¬ 

bra  net  of  iu»  al¬ 
ways  defiring 
greatly  to  fce  u% 
as  wc  olfo  re  fit 
you . 


y  Therefore  , 
brethren,  vi'c  were 
torn  furled  river 
you,  io  all  our 
afflictions  and  di- 
ftrefi,  by  yoor 
I diih  : 


8  Bor  now  we 
live,  if  ye  ffand 
lift  to  the  Lord, 


j  For  what 
thanks  can  wt 
render  to  God  a- 
gaio  f<»r  you,  for 
all  the  joy  where¬ 
with  we  joy  for 
your  fakes  before 
wr  God. 


pro  mi  ting  appearances  fhould  have  come  to  nothing,  at 
leaft  as  ro  Come  of  you*  dire£Uy  contrary  to  our  ftrong 
perfuafion  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  founded  upon 
riiible  effects,  (chap*  i*  4,  5,  fee  the  note  there,)  that  ye 
really  were  the  beloved  and  chofen  of  God  to  eternal 
falvation* 

6  But  now  my  former  good  hopes  concerning  you 
are  abundantly  confirmed*  When  our  dear  brother 
Timothy  lately  returned  from  you  to  us  at  Corinth ,  (Acia 
xviii*  5.  fee  the  note  there,)  he  gave  us  the  molt  agree¬ 
able  and  fiitisfaftory  account,  that,  notwithflanding  all 
your  trials  and  dangers,  ye  continue  tledfifl  in  the  faith 
of  the  gofpel,  and,  as  a  proof  of  its  fincerity,  in  your 
love  to  Cbrift,  and  to  his  ordinances  and  ways,  to  one 
another,  and  to  all  his  faithful  feevancs;  and  particular* 
iy  that  ye  retain  an  affectionate  remembrance  of  us  in 
your  daily  prayers,  and  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  excellent 
doctrines,  we  preached,  and  are  often  fpeaking  of  our 
peri'ons  and  miniltry  with  die  cm  and  honour ;  and  that, 
in  reflexion  on  the  benefit  ye  received  by  our  former 
kboun.among  you,  ye  are  earneflly  defirous  of  feeing 
us  again,  as  I  have  aflured  you,  {chap.  u.  17*}  wr  alio 
are  to  fee  and  be  further  afliltam  to  you, 

7  Having  therefore,  beloved  brethren,  received 
thefe  good  tidings  of  your  fleady  pcrfevtrrance  in  the 
faith  of  Cbrift,  anA  of  its  genuine  fruits,  our  rejoicing 
on  your  account  entirely  removed  jfl  the  painful  anxiety 
about  you,  that  before  diftrefTed  our  minds,  (1 rcr*  5.); 
and  was  a  reviving  cordial  to  us  under  all  the  troubles 
that  we  have  been  expofed  to  here  for  the  gofpel’s  fake, 
{AEtj  xviii.  t,— 18.) 

8  For  whatsoever  were  our  difficulties  here,  and  our 
dejections  and  folicirude  concerning  you  before,  which 
were  like  death  to  us,  we  are  now  alive  and  comfortable 
m  our  own  fouls,  and  go  on  cheerfully  in  our  work  3' 
fince  (***}  ye  continue  ftedfaft  in  your  adherence  to  the 
Lord  JefuS,  and  hold fajl  the  profefton  ofyourfaitk  witb- 
eut  wavering)  (Heb*  x.  2  j*)  we  having  no  greater 
joy  than  tojind  that  ye%  our  fpintual  children,  wait  in 
truth*  (3  John  ver_,  3,  4.) 

9  For  confidently  the  happy  fhte  of  your  affairs,  How 
can  we  ever  he  thankful  enough,  in  fnrlh  returns  of 
gratitude  and  praife  to  our  God,  for  bis  grace  bellow?- 
ed  upon  you,  and  for  giving  us  hearts  to  rejoice  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly  in  it :  Tins  wc  fmcerely  do,  as  in  bio  fight 
and  prefence,  who  knows  that  we  are  greatly  alleged 
in  every  reflection  upon  it,  and  whenever  wc  appear 
before  him  in  our  folemri  devotions* 


jo  j£& 
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io  Klj;ht  and 
day  praying  ex¬ 
ceedingly  thac^c 
m'ght  fee  your 
/acc,  zsrf  might 
pcrM  ifcat  which 
is  lacking  in  your 

fifth? 


it  Now  God 
fiimfelf,  and  our  . 
Fa  r  her,  and  o«p 
Lord  Jefa<-Chrifl£ 
dircft  our  way 
UUto  you. 


10  So  near  do  ye  lye  to  our  hearts,,  that  in  our  ftated 
addreflesto  God  every  evening  .and  morning*  (fee  the 
note  on  z  77m.  i.  3.)  and  at  all  other  feafons  of  approach* 
ing  him,  our  prayers  are  carried  out  to  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  importunity  and  fervour,  (n«nwf»w)  that, 
if  it  be  his  bleffsd  will,  we  might  havean  opportunity  of 
making  you  a  vifit  once  again;  and  of  being  farther  in- 
flru mental,  in  his  hand,  for  giving  you  a  complete  view 
of  the  doiflrincs  of  faith,  which  we  could  not  do  while 
we  were  with  you,  by  reafon  of  our  being  driven  away 
from  you  before  we  Wert  aware,  {Afts  xvii.  10.)  and 
for  cltablifhing,  fettling,  and  turther  building  you  up 
in  yout  moll  holy  faith,  and  helping  you  againft  all 
the  defied  s,  which  as  to  its  extern,  cl  earners,  and  live¬ 
ly  excercife,  (till  attend  that,  and  every  other  grace;  as 
there  will  be  fomething  of  this  kind  of  defe£l>  in  both 
thefe  con fiderat ions  of  it,  not  only  in  young,  though 
growing  converts,  but  even  in  the  moll  advanced  Chri- 
Ilians  upon  earth. 

11  Now  in  order  to  your  help  herein,  we  Hill  con* 
tinue  to  be  importunate  in  cor  prayers,  that  God  him- 
fell,  whofe  kingdom  rules  over  all,  and  who  is  your 
and  our  covenant  God  and  Father;  and  that  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chri  ft,  who,  in  his  office- capacity, 
is  Head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  (Ephef,  i.  22.) 
would  pi  cafe  to  order,  by  on  over-ruling  providence, 
that  our  way  be  made  plain,  and  our  courfe  may  be 
foon  directed,  as  it  were  in  a  ftraight  line  to  you,  (*** 
TJwJwa«j  free  from  all  the  difficulties  and  avocations 


it  Am!  the 
liOrd  make  you 

iotrrafe  and 
ahonnd  in  love 
one  toward* 

(her ,  and  to* 
vudf.il)  men, 
even  as  we  do  to¬ 
wards  you : 


that  have  hitherto  obftruded  it. 

12  And  as  we  know  that  all  the  fuccefs  of  our  belt 
deGgns  and  endeavours  depend  entirely  on  the  divine 
blelling,  our  heart’s  defire  and  prayer  is,  that,  whether 
we  be  permitted  to  come  to  you,  or  nor,  the  Lord  je¬ 
fus,  who  is  a  head  of  influence,  as  well  as  of  govern¬ 
ment,  would  enable  you  by  his  Spirit  ftill  more  and 
more  to  grow  and  inertafe  to  an  overflowing  in  your 
affectionate  Chriftian  love  *,  and  in  its  abounding  fruits 
and  effects,  by  all  manner  of  means,  one  towards  an¬ 
other,  as  members  of  the  fame  church,  and  of  the  bo¬ 


dy  of  Chrift,  and  as  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther;  and  towards  alt  the  faints  in  general,  of  what 
denomination  foever  they  be ;  and  even  in  all  good-will 
towards  ail  men,  of  every  chara£ler,  with  as  much 

fincerity 

T  E. 

Hid  already  live  in  the  praflierof  jt;  and  he 
there  exprefsly  obicrvcs  to  their  com  men d  2- 
tion,  th*t  they  *4  did  if  towards  -at!  the  bio 
u  thrcn5  w/iidi  vim  in  ail  Macedonia/’ 


N  O 

*  The  apoftU's  praying  that  lf  the  J_*>rtl 
£  wruld  make  thtm  to  incrwlc  and, -bound 
1  in  Jove  otic  towards  another*  and  his  bo 
1  iftdi'nj;  thex  to  ittcieife  more  and  nKrc 
■  therein/'  thap.  iv,  to.  fappcfv  £h;t  :fr$y 


Cfa*  ui. 


The jirji  Epijlk  to  the  ThessaloniAns  parapbrafed,  i©j 


tj  To  the  end 
he  uny  ftabhfh 
yom  hearts  un* 
b'^meiblc  in  ho* 
Th  eft  before  God  , 
even  'jmt  Father* 
ar  Uv  onnir*^  of 
w*  [jOtd  Ivfiis 
Cnrift  wit k  all  Lis 
fdfll*. 


finceriry  and  abounding  therein,  as  our  affection  does 
toward  you, 

13  To  the  end  that,  in  this  way  and  manner*  he  may 
ftrengthen,  fettle,  and  confirm  your  whole  fouls  in  e- 
very  grace,  and  in  the  doftnne  of  the  gofpel ;  and  may 
preferve  you  bUmelefs  in  every  good  word  and  work* 
and  in  all  holy  converfation*  to  fuch  a  degree*  as  is  at 
prefent  wel  1-plc afing  in  the  eyes  of  the  infinitely  pure 
and  all  feeing  G^d,  even  our  reconciled  God  ami  Fa* 
rher,  and  as  Hull  continue  urn!],  and  ifiue  hi  your  bring 
prefentrd  holy  and  urMameahh*  and  mireproveabie  tn  his 
fighU  (CoL  i*  j.j.)  at  thelVcond  appearance  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  will  come  to  judge 
the  world,  with  a  bright  retinue  of  all  his  glorified 
faints  nnd  holy  angels,  at  the  laft  day*  [Chap*  iv.  1 6, 17* 
2  Thejfr  i,  7,  xo*  and  Jude,  ver,  J4* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  an  amiable  example  to  gofpcl*mimfters  has  the  great  apoftte  fet  in  his 
warm  affedkion  to,  and  felicitous  concern  for  the  church  !  They,  like  him, 
ought  to  dtmonftrate  then: love  to*  and  ufe  all  means  for  the  eftahlijhmen-  and 
comfort  of  the  fouls  that  are  under  their  watch  and  care ;  and  for  taking  off  dif- 
eo'.;rai:cmef:ts  that  might  jtrife  from  the  hardfhips  for  the  fake  of  the  gofpel, 
which  Cod,  in  his  wife  and  holy  counfds  and  providence,  has  allotted  to  them* 
and  piven  :hrm  reafon  to  expcA.  And*  ah  !  what  a  touching  and  painful  grief 
of  heart  is  it  to  tender  and  faithful  pallors  to  be  afraid,  left,  through  the  futility  and 
violence  of  'atsm  and  his  enrufTaries,  profeflbrs,  of  whom  they  have  hoped  vvcU, 
ftoulti  tnifearry,  and  alt  the  labour  that  had  been  fpent  upon  them  fhouhlcnmc  to 
nothing  !  But  0  t  the  joy  that  fprmgsupin  their  fouls*  and  adds  a  relilh  to  life 
itfnf,  when  they  find  that  their  dearly  beloved  charge  continue  ftedfaft  m  the 
faith,  and  that  their  faith  works  by  love  to  Chrift  and  one  another,  and  to  his 
miniftrmg  il-mnta,  efpecLilly  to  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  inflru merits  of  their 
converfiou;  and  That  It  fpreads  with  a  benevolent  temprr  towards  aJI  mankind, 
as  fuch  l  How  docs  their  knowledge  of  this  engage  their  thank fujncfc  to  God, 
and  animate  them  to  so  on  with  chccrfulnefs  apd  joy  in  all  their  fervicra  am!  fur* 
ferings  \  and  to  contribute,  what  in  them  lyes,  for  the  further  tfUUiJJi  merit  of 
their  flockV  faith  and  love,  and  for  perfecting  all  which  concerns  them,  thal  they 
may  be  unbhmeabte  in  holinef&  Jn  the  fight  of  Cod,  until,  and  in  the  day  of 
Chnlt  l  For  this  they  have  a  longing  defire  to  fee  them*  and  be  further  help¬ 
ful  to  them  ;  for  this  they  labour,  whether  prefent  or  abfcm,  looking  up  to  God 
to  dirLci  their  way;  and  for  this  they  continually  pray  to  the  God  of  all  grace, 
as  their  God  and  Father  in  Chrift,  and  to  the  Lord  Jefu  s ,  as  their  great  and  only 
Head  and  Mediator,  who  will  certainly  appear  adecond  time  to  the  falvation 
of  all  the  faints*  And  may  It  be  our  chief  concern,  and  happy  Jut,  to  be  found 
among  them  whom  he  will  gather  together  to  be  glorified  with  him  at  the 
Lift  day! 


CHAP.  IV, 

The  apcjlle  exhorts  the  Theflalonians  to  ebajlity  and  hol’mefs  in  iih’ir 
fives ,  1, — 8.  To  brotherly  love*  a  peate&bU  behaviour %  and diligmce 
in  their  fieular  caUiu"st  9,-12.  And  to  moderate  their  grit /'  Jir 

the 


104  The Jtrfi  EpiftU  to  the  Themalonums  par&phrafed*  Ch.  iv* 

the  death  of  godly  relations  and  friends  f  in  eonftderation  if  the  gh+ 
riotts  refurreStion  of  their  bodies  at  Chrijl’s  fecond  earning  ;  from  which 
time  forwards ,  all  the  Jain  is  that  may  then  be  dead ,  or  living  Mpott 
the  earth ,  Jhall  be  $ver  with  the  Lord}  13,-1-18* 


Text. 

tUnher  -  mor* 
*  (hen  wc  be- 

feerh  y<Hl  Ve- 

IhrcD,  and  ex¬ 
hort  yit  by  the 
I-mrd  UfusT  lint, 
a*  vc.  have  reed* 
vtd  of  us  how  yc 
ought  to  ivalfcj 
^rnltoplcawCod* 
ft>  y<  would  a- 
bound  more  anJ 
IpqFCf 


1  For  ye  knov 
what  command^ 
jnenu  we  gave 
you  by  the  Lord 
Jeliii, 


3  For  thit  t* 
the  will  of  Ood, 
ti ><n  your 
^Ira'voo,  tha'  ye 
fbonUt  uhfUia 
froui  forckauvai 


4  Tbit 
oncoi  yoc 
know  how 


every 
iV  nid 


'  o  pot- 

fcft 


Paraphrase. 

IN  order  to  your  being  ellablifhed  in  holinefs  at  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt  with  all  the  faints, 
{chap.  iii.  13.)  it  remains  then,  {«  *<)**■». *r )  my  dearly 
beloved  brethren,  that  we  with  all  tenderness  and  af¬ 
fection  in  treat  you,  and  with  all  authority  in  the  name, 
for  the  fake,  and  in  the  (lead  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
injoin  and  excite  you,  that,  and  as  ye  have  had  direc¬ 
tions  and  commands  from  us,  under  the  infpirarion  of 
his  Spirit  relating  to  the  manner  in  which  yc  ought  to 
order  the  whole  courfe  of  your  religious  and  moral  com- 
verfation,  in  all  well-pleafingnefs  ro  God,  thro’  Chrilt  ^ 
and  that,  .is  ye  have,  generally  (peaking,  attended  to  our 
exhortations,  and  put  them  into  practice  hitherto ;  fo 
yc  would  labour,  by  divine  grace,  to  improve  and  ex¬ 
cel  therein  every  day  yet  more  and  more. 

2  For  ye  well  know,  and  cannot  but  remember, 
what  holy  precepts  we  delivered  to  you,  when  we  were 
with  you,  as  the  rule  of  your  behaviour  in  all  things; 
and  with  whit  folemn  and  evangelical  arguments  we 
enforced,  and  hound  them  upon  your  conferences,  by 
the  immediate  authority  of  the  exalted  Lord  and  Saviour 
of  his  body,  the  church. 

3  For,  as  ye  have  often  heard  from  us,  who  have 
preached  moral  duties,  as  well  as,  and  upon  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  evangelical  doctrines,  this  is  the  ordaining, 
approving,  and  perceptive  will  of  God,  yea,  is  what 
he  intended  in  bellowing  his  grace  upon  you,  namely, 
that,  encouraged  by  the  promifes  of  his  covenant,  ye 
tleanfe  yourfehes  from  ail filthinefs  of  fiejb  and  fpiritt 
perfecting  kelmcfs  in  hit  ftar+  (2  Cor.  vii.  j.)  j  and  par¬ 
ticularly,  that  ye  carefully  avoid,  and  keep  at  the  ter 
moteft  diltance  from  limple  fornication,  «nd  all  man¬ 
ner  of  uncicannefs,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Car.  v,  1.)  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed,  and  from  every  thing  that 
tends  towards,  or  might  be  an  enticement  to  that  fin, 
which  the  Gentile  converts  efpecially  among  you  may 
have  beep  mod  guilty  of,  in  the  days  of  their  qnregener 
racy,  and  may  be  Hill  too  much  in  danger  of  being 
drawn  into,  through  the  temptations  that  futround 
fhem  from  their  old  acquaintance. 

4  In  opp->fi:ien  thereunto,  it  is  plainly  the  will  of 
God,  that  all  and  every  one  of  you,  whether  JevtiJh  or 

(ifQtilc 


Ch*  it.  Tie jtrft  Epifile  to  tie  ThessalomiAns  paraphrafed .  fej 


fcfs  bt*  Tfflcl  In 

JanAificatioD  aad 
honour \ 


s  Not  In  the 
tuft  of  concu¬ 
piscence,  even  as 
.he  Gem  ilcs 
which  know  not 
God: 


Gentile- believers,  fhould  know  by  the  gofpel,  and  oar 
miniflry  of  it,  his  indifpenfabte  obligation  to,  and  in 
what  manner,  and  by  what  motives,  means,  and  aflifU 
anccs  from  above,  he  may  occupy  and  make  ufe  of  hia 
body  *,  which  is  the  receptacle  of  the  foul,  with  tem¬ 
perance,  chaftity,  and  purity,  and  with  honour  to  God, 
to  human  nature,  to  the  Chriftian  character,  and  to  the 
relation  which  the  bodies  of  the  faints  bear  to  the  Holy 
Ghott,  as  his  temple.  (See  i  Cor.  vi.  18,  ip,  30,) 

5  The  Chriftian  therefore  is  hy  no  means  to  indulge, 
or  give  way  to  any  gratification  of  defiling  pafiions,  ap* 
peti>s  and  inclinations,  that  work  with  fenfual  defire 
after  unlawful  embraces  of  any  kind  ;  fuch  as  are  prac¬ 
ticed  by  rhe  idolatrous  heathens,  that  are  Grangers  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  only  living  and  true  God,  and  are 
nororioufly  infamous  for  the  viJeft  abominations*  [Ron l 


€  Thatno«<« 
go  beyond  and 
defraud  fn*  bro¬ 
ther  in  enj  mat¬ 
ter:  becanfe  that 
the  Laid  is  the 
avenger  of  ill 
fuch,  as  vre  affo 
have  for  warned 
y>a,  and  teflifiei* 


T  Fnr  God  hath 

r*-'t  cilte  i  us  un- 
tu  o  it  lea  mu  ft  , 
Un  huUi  hahuefs* 


l*  24,-28.) 

6  We  furthermore  befeech  and  cohort  you,  in  the 
name  of  Chrilt,  that  none  of  you  ever  dare,  by  any 
means,  to  aft  a  did  ion  eft  part  of  what  nature  foever, 
much  lefs  to  tranfgrefs  in  this  matter,  fo  as,  through 
vicious  inclinations,  to  break  in  upon  the  matrimonial 
bond,  by  gtfing  into  fuch  a  criminal  con  ver  fat  ion  with 
the  wife  uf  any  one  that  may  be  called  a  brother  f  in 
a  religious  fenfe,  or  even  as  a  member  of  civil  fociety, 
and  partaker  of  human  nature,  as  would  be  an  injury 
to  him,  and  a  violation  of  her  chaftity;  For  whoremon¬ 
gers  &nd  adulterers  Gbd  will  judge ^  (Heb,  xiii.  4.)  fo  as 
to  execute  dreadful  vengeance,  in  a  way  ofjuft  retribu¬ 
tion,  upon  all  perfons  that  allow  themfelves  in  fuch 
wicked  practices,  as  we  likewife  formerly  in  our  mint- 
flu: ions  to,  and  converts  with  you,  have  lerioufly  fort- 
warned  you  of  it,  and  bore  witaefs  again  ft  this  fin,  as 
abominable  in  his  fight. 

y  For  the  infinitely  holy  God,  in  calling  us  by  his 
gofpel  and  his  grace  to  the  knowledge  and  fdlowfliip 
of  Jefus  (Thrift  our  Lord,  was  fo  far  from  defining  to 
allow  us  to  live  in  any  iniquity,  which  is  the  defilement 
of  our  nature,  or  in  any  fort  of  uncleanncfs ;  thvit  on 
the  contrary,  he  has  thereby  laid  us  under  the  highell 

obligations 


NOTES.* 

*  tfiJ  vr/fi!  may  be  ftfppofwf  to  fipiify  relate*  not,  chiefly  at  taitV,  to  what  we  cjH 
Ms  wifi,  who  is  called  the  weaker  veplt  (j  vtvral  hnitftjh  hut  to  vioiat-n^  the  right  and 
Pet,  iiL  y.J  imt  ir  Jccnjs  more  ?greeih!c  to  property  that  a.  man  hi*  in  hit  wife,  by  L«- 
the  mamjer  of  the  apoftieTs  arguing  here  a-  va  his  peculiar  *'bi;n  10  her :  This  make* 
gain  ft  frnple  farnirarhn,  10  understand  it  of  it  all  uf  a  piere  with  the  -forTgorng  and  fc4- 
his  wa  both,  which  is  fpoken  of  as  0  Vtjfi!%  lowing  context ;  and,  perhapx,  here  may  he 
t  Swm  xxL  5.  and  t  Cur,  ih  tf,  fame  reference  to  the  tuirfttmaL  fin  between 

t  it  is,  1  think,  juftly  obfemd  by  feme,  man  and  man,  which  wa*  pra£l;M  among 
'MjnJ  avt  &fta*di*g  tit  timber  the  Gent/Us^  Rom,  i.  iff,  a*. 


1*6  The firji  EpiftU  to  the  ThewilONIANJ  paraphrafed.  Ch,  m 


9  He  therefore 
ihtt  Wtfpifeth , 
*Jc£pi  firth  not 

ma,  but  God, 
«ho  h»th  atfo 
given  unto  us  his 
Holy  Spirit. 


9  Batt&toneh- 
'fog  brotherly 
love,  ye  need  not 
that  I  write  unto 
jont  frrycyutir- 
&tm  arc  uught 
of  God  to  love 
Me  auotbar* 


to  Arid  indeed 
fc  do  it  towards 
it!  the  brethren, 
vf'kh  are  in  all 
Macedonia ;  but 
»c  befecch  you, 
brethren,  that  ye 
inert*  fe  more  and 
motet 


obligations,  and  enforced  them  by  additional  motives, 
to  be  chaftc  and  holy,  in  all  manner  of  con  m  fat  ion, 
and  without  blame,  before  him  in  love. 

8  Whofover  therefore  he  be,  that  rcjeQs  thefe  admo¬ 
nitions  and  commands,  or  treats  tlu  m  with  negleQ  and 
contempt,  does  not  therein  put  a  flight  upon  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  men,  as  not  to  be  regarded  ;  but  in  reality  de- 
fpifes,  and  rejefls  the  authority  of  the  giear  God'h'm* 
fclf,  as  delivering  them  bv  his  infpirtd  fervants; 
even  of  that  God,  who  hath  alfo  given  to  us  his  Holy 
Spirit,  to  (peak  in  and  hy  us ;  and  fo  has  given  a  di¬ 
vine  fa  net  ion  to  what  we  fay  bom  him;  fj  yea,  w*io 
hath  given  his  enlighrning  and  fanfiifying  Spirit  to  all 
of  us  who  are  true  believers,  to  dirt£t  and  engage  3 
ready  compliance  with  every  duty,  that  he  enjoins  up¬ 
on  us. 

9  But  as  to  the  great  duty  of  love  which  Bands  in 
dtred  oppofition  to  the  foreHnenti  ned  vices,  and  which 
ye  in  a  fpecial  manner  owe  to  one  another,  as  brethren 
in  the  faith,  hope,  holinefs,  and  bieffings  of  the  gofpel, 
I  need  not  inculcate  this  upon  you,  as  though  ye  were 
backward  to  it:  For  ye  yourfejves,  as  Chriffians,  have 
fuch  a  lively  fenfe  of  your* obligation  to  it,  and  fuch 
ftrong  difpofitions  for  it,  by  the  teachings  of  God*s  word 
and  Spirit,  as  to  know  from  fwcer  experience  what 
this  cordial  affe£tion  toward  fellow-Chriftiins  means, 
as  I  have  already  fuppofed  in  my  prayers,  that  yc  may 
intreaft  and  abound  in  it,  {fee  the  note  on  chap*  iii,  r 

10  And  lam  well  fau&Jied  that,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  ye  arc  inclined  and  enabled  to  pratt ife  this  ami* 
able  and  important  duty,  as  eminently  appears  in  your 
exemplary  temper  and  behaviour,  not  only  toward  the 
members  of  your  own  church,  but  even  to  all  your  Chrif- 
tian  brethren  in  the  faith  and  fdlowfhip  of  rhegofptri, 
all  around  you,  hi  the  various  churches  chat  arc  planted 
throughout  the  province  of  Macedonia  ;  fo  that  nothing 
remains  for  me  to  do  on  this  head,  but  only  to  excite 
and  encourage  you,  my  dear  brethren,  to  perfeverc  and 
excel  yet  more  and  more  in  your  fervour  therein,  and 
in  every  ftntable  demon  ft  ration  of  it,  there  maybe 
flill  further  occafions  for  itsexpreife,  and  that  with  fiiH 
wider  extent,  in  all  other  places,  and  particularly  to* 
ward  your  JewiJh  bicthrcn,  the  poor  faints  at  Jerufa* 
km,  (2  Cor*  viii.  i, — 4.  Sec  the  notes  theft:.} 

11  Ami 


NOTE* 

1|  Who  to  ushisHsly  Spirit t  may  hom  hr.  hat  railed  nol  wis  uptUawc's,  «W 

Ttfcr  other  n?  the  ap&fiUs%  by  whom  God  inffe  (v*r,  j.)  ionics 

delivered  thtie  prectpts3  cr  to  briienu  ikm  copies  n**d 


Ch.  In  ‘Thejtrjt  Epiftk  it  the  Thessa loNiahs  paraphrafid.  my 


U  And  that 
yc  ftudy  to  be 
quiet,  and  to  do 
four  owh  bufi- 
ncts,  aud  toMrh 
with  your  own 
bands,  {as  we 
eoauaandedyou,) 


t*  That  ye 
may  watt  hondt-' 
ly  toward  them 
that  arc  wirhauT, 
and  that  ye  may 
hive  Uci  of  no¬ 
thing* 


1 1  And  to  this  I  would  add  my  earned  intreaties, 
that  ye  all  would  ftudioufly  endeavour  to  (how  a  holy 
ambition,  and  eager  concern  (f,Aor'Mj‘TP«<)  to  behave  with 
a  meek  aurl  peaceable  temper,  and  not  offictoufly  and 
needlefly  intrude  into  other  people’s  affairs,  and  create 
difturbances,  either  in  private  families,  or  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  or  in  the  church  or  (tstc;  and  that  ye  would 
attend  to  the  duties  of  your  own  refpedlive  ilations,  and 
perfonal  concerns,  and  hilxuir  diligently  in  the  hu&nefs 
of  your  fecular  calling  *,  that,  as  occalions  require, 
your  own  hands  may  be  imtuflrioufly  employed  iu  pro¬ 
viding  for  yourieives  and  tamilies,  and  for  fuch  good 
things  of  this  life  as  may  enable  you  to  give  to  them 
that  need  your  affiftauce,  {Ephef.  iv,  28.)  according  to 
the  orders,  which  we,  the  apofiles.  and  miniliers  of 
Chrill,  gave  you  to  that  purpofe,  when  we  weie  with 
you  ’,  which  we  atfo  recommended  by  out  own  example) 
(fee  %  The/,  iu.  7,  10  ) 

iz  My  great  defign  in  prefling  diligence  in  your  ho¬ 
ned  callings  is,  that  ye  may  adorn  the  doBriue  of  God 
our  Saviour  in  all ibingr,  (Titus,  ii.  to  )  and  may  live 
in  fuch  an  upright,  faithful,  decent)  and  be¬ 
coming  mauher  towards  all  men,  as  (hall  take'  off  pre¬ 
judices  from  the  minds  of  tbofc  that  are  out  off  the  pale 
of  the  church,  and  even  of  enemies  to  Chriltianity,  who 
would  gladly  catch  at  any  opportunity  of  reproaching  it, 
as  if  it  made  its  converts  an  idle  and  worthk&  fort  of 


people,  rather  a  burden  and  fcandal,  than  a  benefit  and 
honour  to  the  community;  and  that,  inflead  of  being 
beholden  to  the  charity  of  others,  ye  may  have  a  fufli- 
cjcncy  of  all  needful  things  to  fuppiy  your  own  wants. 

1  j  But  I  would  13  But  to  fortify  and  comfort  you,  my  dear  bre- 

not  have  you  15-  thren,  againd  (he  invidious  and  fevere  cenfures  of  Jew- 
concern ing  them  ft  zealots,  as  (hough  no  uncircumcifcd  Gentile  can  be 
uAi irh  are  afleep,  admitted  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  f ;  and  to  cautioa 
ih«  ye  form*  yQU  agaiuB  fuch  excefltve  lamentations  over  the  dead,  as 
then  arc 


NOTES, 


*  T#  w<?rx  -tv:  ft)  /i*(V  tvw  AdxtJs  wai 
j^ry  for  thofe  rjmon”  them -whole  oirciim- 
fbncu  called  for  it,  and  had  a  particular  tc- 
freft  to  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  who  in 
that  trading  city  were  to  be  employed  in  mn- 
nn  fifties;  but  it  may  be  cirmd  into*  ge¬ 
neral  rule  for  diligence  in  dilcharpiijj  the  du* 
ties  of  every  fh<  ion,  in  foeh  a  way  a±  it  fmt* 
able  to  tr;  Cnee  ullcnri*  is  a  detectable  vice, 
a*  it  it  1  djflionciiraMe  *%i\t  of  our  time  and 
ulenti,  renders  u*  ulcleis  in  the  wo;M,  cx- 
pofes  to  many  u^putiofi^  and  defeat*  every 
viable  end  of  living ;  anti  s  c*l- 

!vd  a  wicked  and  unprofitable  f-rv-tu*,  that 

“  fhaJl  be  art  ia;o  ov::cr  cbrLndV,  uktre 


fhali  be  weeping  and  gnaQdng  of  teeth,*1 
{Mat tli  xxv-  itf,  30.) 

t  In  thole  d.sys  there  were  Jraib  zealots 
chat  pretended  10  ex  dude  future 

happincls  ilia’.  were  not 
rr  incorporated  with  (lva.7  oy  bduj  rircufn~ 
ciftd ;  and  the  idolatrous  heathen  went  m* 
to  eweflive  hovylmg*  aid  ^lemmings  om 
their  dead)  whom  thry  *  ’  hed  upon  as  loft, 
for  ever,  and  efpcriuIJy  vti  :h  refpert  to  the 
Wv,  the  rtfurrection  of  which  none  of  them 
hid  any  notion  o.  ;  a*  the  apoftlc  might 
Ivirchis  eye  upon  both  tbffe  cafe*,  to  gnaixl 
ag^inll  the  i;i,  they  refti'ied  to  tu  the  pa* 


lo$  Tbejirji  EpifiU  to  the  ThessalonUns  p&raphrafei,  Ch  !r. 


then  whkh  hare  are  ufed  among  the  heathens ,  and  as  God  has  forbidden 
Mhojie.  to  his  children,  (Deut.  iv.  i.)-  i  am  much  concerned 

that  ye  fliould  know,  and  be  well  fatisfied  about  the 
happinefs  of  thofe  of  your  pious  relations  and  acquain¬ 
tance  in  another  world,  who  died  in  the  faith  of  Chrift, 
and  whofe  bodies  are  gone  to  reft  in  the  grave,  as  per- 
fons  fallen  afleep  to  awake  again,  (fee  the  note  on  l  Cor. 
xi.  30.)  that  ye  may  not  grieve  and  mourn  over  the  lofs 
of  them,  as  your  heathen  neighbours  do  over  their  de¬ 
parted  friends,  concerning  whom  they  have  no  hope  of 
their  ever  rifmg  again  to  eternal  life :  But  there  is  no 
room  for  your  entertaining  fuch  a  melancholy  thought, 
with  refpe&  todeceafed  believer  in  Chrift: 

*4  For  i/  we  1 4  For  if  we  are  really  and  firmly  perfuaded,  upon 

Wrn  tha  Jefus  c]ear  evidence,  as  all  true  Chriftians  are,  that  the  only 
g?:-*  *"—1°  c  £  Saviour  of  them  that  believe  in  him,  whether  they  be 
then’ alfo  which  Jews  or  Gentiles,  actually  died  to  expiate  their  fins, 
lefi“  and  ro/e  again  fir  their  j  unification,  and  as  the  firjl- 
rt"s  *1‘  fruits  of  them  that  fleep  in  him ,  (Rqm.  iv-  25.  and  I 
Cor.  iv.  20,);  we  mull  needs  alfo  be  fully  fatisfied  upon 
this  ground,  that  God,  (*'«  **  i»™}  through  the  power 
of  the  death,  and  the  virtue  of  the  refurre&ion  of  Jefus, 
will  quicken  them  that  deep  in  union  with  him,  (wr. 
j  6.)  to  an  immortal  and  glorious  life;  and  will  gather 
them  together  with  him,  as  members  with  their  bead, 
at  his  fccond  coming,  when  he  who  is  their  life  Jhaii  ap¬ 
pear,  and  they  Jball  appear  with  him  in  glory, {Cxs\.  iii.4.) 

15  For,  to  lead  you  into  fomething  ftiil  further,  that 
ye  as  yet  are  entirely  unacquainted  with  *,  we,  his  in- 
fpirtd  fervants,  declare  unto  you,  not  of  our  own  head, 
but  by  the  infallible  word  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which  he 
has  communicated  to  us  by  immediate  revelation,  with 
authority  to  publilb  it  to  others  f,  that,  conlidering  the 

whole 


ij  Fwthiewe 
Ay  ©mo  you  hy 
the  *ord  of  the 
Lord ,  that  w* 
which  are  alive, 
and  remain  Unto 
the  coming  of 
the  Lord,  tali 
not 


NOTE. 


'  f"T©  fuppofetfiat  theapoftle  thought,  and 
figgefted,  a a  if  any  of  the  then  parent  age 
wudd  live  up«n  earth  till  the  time  of  Chrift** 
fecond  coming  to  judgment,  U  to  overthro-v 
all  dependence  uptmltU  authority  and  iofpi- 
mtioQ,  when  he  tellt  os  that  what  he  here 
Aid  was  bj  the  t wrd  of  the  Lvrdj  and  it  tse- 
rident  that  at  he  often  fpafce  of  hit  own 
doth,  io  he  dtpe&ed  arefarroftion  to  eternal 
life,  together  with  the  lx  lit  vert  of  that  gene* 
ration,  a  Cor .  W.  14,  and  ▼*  1,— * 4,  and  PUL 
in.  to,  rt*  Aod  iit  his  aid  cpiftle  to  tno 
chap*  *i,  i, — B,  he  fets  himfcLf 
to  confute  (lie  notion  of  thofe  that  fugged- 
through  a  miflakc  of  his  mining  In 
what  he  here  h  id  Aid,  as  ir  the  fecund  com* 
hig  of  Chrift  were  ihen  at  hand  :  and  fit  re* 
raiiids  them  of  ±im  he  ha  J  told  them  h  t lit 


contrary,  when  he  was  with  them,  which 
was  before  he  wrote  .cUIut  <»f  his  cpiPi.ie<  10 
them,  Pot  as  believers  of  at:d  na* 

lions  make  up  one  collective  body, 
church,  or  h«»utaid  of  faith*  ait  that  belong 
to  that  body  may,  with  propriety  enuugli, 
fpcak  of  themCdvcs,  as  parts  of  it  to  the  fiift 
perfon  pJural,  rebtinj  ut  the  future,  as  *dl 
ju  preftnt  time,  hi  this  manner  the  apoftlc 
f peaks  on  this  very  febjeft,  Behuld* 

<£  Iftttw  you  a  mytlery,  we  tall  not  *U 
**  fleep  ;  but  we  tall  all  be  changed'- 
u  dead  tall  be  railed  incarruptibie,  and 
**  we  tall  be  changed  ;**  (r  Cot,  tt-  yi, 
fee  t  lie  note  there- )  And  in  common  Lit* 
gnage  among  ourfc Ives*  when  we  Ipea k  of  a 
nation,  or  any  cvmpany  cf  whirl*  we  are  u 
par,1,  wc  often  Cay  vre  ihdj  be  vc/y  happ*\ 


in 

£uiLl  rile  firfl : 


Ch.  it,  Thtfrfi  Ept/lle  it  the  Thessalonians  paraphrafed.  lOp 

out  prevent  them  whole  church,  as  one  collective  body  in  the  prefent  and 
*hith are iflwp.  ^  fucceeding  generations  to  the  end  of  the  world; 

whoever  they  he  of  us  that  are  to  be  reckoned  to  this 
body,  as  members  of  it,  and  {hail  be  Jiving  and  left 
(jriP(Ui*c,«**ai)  in  the  church  militant  here  upon  earthy 
until  the  time  of  Chrift’s  coming  again  in  all  his  glory, 
we  ilia  If  not  anticipate,  much  id's  prevent,  the  refur- 
re&ion  of  the  bodies  of  thofe  faints  that  will  then  be 
flerping  in  their  graves. 

is  Fortlre  Lord  16  For,  at  that  important  day,  the  Lord  Jefus  him- 
frei’d* from' h«-  will,  *n  his  human  nature,  as  vilibly  defeend  from 
v«n  with  *  ihmit,  heaven,  in  a  cloud  of  glory,  like  the  antient  Sh?chinat 
wi.h  t  t  voire  of  as,  after  his  refurreGioo,  he  a  fee  ruled  up  to  h  riven 
with  3  retinue  of  *nKels  furrounding  him,  (Am  i.  9, 
of  Cod;  and  th*  11*  fee  the  paraphrafe  there,)  and  he- will  do  this  with 
dejd  in  Chrifl  an  awful  fummons,  («  Mx*wr which  (hall  be  uttered 
with  great  folemnity,  as  with  a  loud  voice  of  the  chief 
of  all  the  angels,  the  reft  attending  him,  (Mat.  in. 
31.)  and  with  the  exceeding  louder  voice  of  the  gteat 
God  our  Saviour,  Chrift  himfelf,  as  though  given  forth 
with  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  like ‘that  which  was  heard 
on  Mount  Sinai  at  the  publication  of  the  law  *,  and 
like  what  wa* often  ufed  forgathering  folemn  aflemblies 
together,  (Exod.  xix.  id,  Jer.  iv.  5.  and  Joel  ii.  ly.) 
and  then  the  bodies  of  thofe  that  died  in  a  Hate  of  fe¬ 
deral  and  vital  union  with  Chrift,  (hall  be  quickned  to 
a  glorious  immortality,  not  only  before  the  wicked  (hall 
be  raifed,  but  even  before  the  faints  that  may  then  be 
alive  on  earth,  (hall  be  brought  together  with  him,  (ver. 
14.) 

17  Then,  after  the  refurre&ion  of  departed  believers 
to  eternal  life,  thofe  of  us  that  are  of  this  holy  commu¬ 
nity,  and  belong  to  Chrift’s  myftical  body,  or  his  true 
£riKr“*ith  th«m  church,  and  may  be  found  Jiving,  and  dwelling  with 
r!> cct^!ie>Lord  in  ^at  Part  which  ftiall  continue  upon  earth  till  that 
day,  (hall  undergo  a  refining  change,  (1  Cor.  iv.  31,) 
and  be  raifed  up  by  his  almighty  power  to  alcend, 
as  one  body  with  our  fellow-members,  that  (hall  awake 
from  their  jleep  in  the  du/1  of  the  earthy  to  rv.rld/Hng 
lifei  (Dan.  xii.  2.);  and  wc  with  them  (hall  be  carried 

UP 

NOTES. 

or  mileraUe,  whenever  fuch  and  fuch  event*  fo  the  trump  of  Go J,  which  is  nol  to  be  an 


1 7  Then  we, 
which  arc  aike 
.At id  remain,  Ihali 
be  ciugbt  up  to* 


ill*  air;  and  Co 
flrJi  we  ever  be 
with  the  Lord* 


come  to  pafs,  whether  we  may  ever  live  to 
fee  them  or  not, 

*  As  the  trump  of  Gad  feems  moft  imme- 
dutch  to  allude  m  the  vakc  of  the  irurapet 
exceeding  loud,  when  tie  Lard  or  Jtbovab 
(wh;ch  1  laJcc,  with  feverd  learned  divines, 
to  mean  the  of  God)  deemed  the  hw  at 
ir.aiuu  (;Vc  the  no;e  on  ACft  tiL  38,)/ 


derflood  m  a  liictal  may  p<  flibly 
nify  /Cr  vdee  of  Cb‘ijty  which  he  jay*  15  all 
**  that  arc  in  their  graven  Hull  and 

**  £hall  come  fo  thr  mry  that  have  Jane 
good  lo  tne  tei'uimti*  n  at  life,  and  they 
that  have  done  evii  to  tb^  rcimrrettion  oX 
**  damnation*  (jvbn  v*  aO, 


no  Tiff  firjt  EpifiU  to  th  THEssAiONrAKs  partiphrqfidi  Ch.  It. 

up  by  divine  rapture  mthe  clouds  of  glory,  in  which 
he  will  then  appear,  that  all  of  us  together  may  have  a  hap* 
py  meeting  with  our  Lord  in  the  regions  of  the  air, 
never  to  pan  again  mz  And  being  then  owned  and  ao- 
quitted  by  him,  and  adjudged,  as  the  blefled  of  his  Fa* 
thfT,  to  inherit  tit  kingdom  prepared  for  us  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world*  (Mar.  xxv.  34.)  welhaH  thence¬ 
forward  b(T,  in  foul  and  body  to  all  eternity,  with  the 
Lord  jefus  himfelf,  to  abide  in  his  immediate  prefcnee, 
where  he  is*  to  behold  his  gkry*  (John  xvii,  14.) 
ta  wherefore  18  I,et  thtfe  confiderations  therefore,  taken  from  the 
therewith* uTefc  word  of  the  Lord,  comfort  your  hearts,  with  refpefk 
wvrda*  to  the  happy  condition  ofyour  departed  Chriftian-friends, 

and  with  refpeflt  to  the  joyful  meeting  which  ye  (hall 
have  with  them  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift  at  his  coming; 
and  let  thele  things  he  the  daily  fubjecl  of  your  difeourfe 
one  with  another,  for  your  mutual  comfort,,  and  the 
excitation  of  each  other  (*«***&!«■*  to  a  compo- 

fed,  refigned,  and  cheerful  frame  of  fpirit,  under  all 
your  prefen t  trials,  and  particularly  under  the  lofs  of 
fuch  as  deep  in  Jefus,  how  near  and  dear  foever  they 
were  to  you  ;  and  under  every  profpeft  of  your  own  ap* 
proaching  diflolution* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  concerned  fhould  Chriftians  be  to  increafe  and  abound  everyday  yet  more 
and  more,  in  all  holinefs  of  heart  and  life,  according  to  the  wilt  of  God,  and  as 
may  be  mod  pleating  in  his  fight !  And  how  watchful  ought  they  to  be  agamft* 
and  abhorrent  of  all  feofuality,  and  impurity  of  every  kind,  as’  knowing  that 
Cod  hath  called  them,  not  to  undcannefc,  but  unto  hoiinefs,  and  will  execute 
righteous  vengeance  upon  all  the  workers  of  iniquity !  Whoever  neglefts,  or  de- 
fpifes  the  commandments  which  his  fervanta  deliver  by  the  authority  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  according  to  his  infpired  word,  throws  contempt,  not  upon  man  on* 
ly,  but  upon  God  himfelf.  Haw  amiable  is  that  brotherly  love,  which  true  be¬ 
lievers  are  taught  of  God  by  bis  word  and  Spirit  to  cherilh,  and  eaerdfe  one  to¬ 
wards  another,  together  with  fuch  a  peaceable  and  quiet  temper,  as  difpofes  and 
influences  them,  not  to  intrude  into  affairs  that  do  not  belong  to  them,  out  to  be 
diligent  in  attending  to  the  duties  of  their  own  Nations,  that  they  may  get  an 
honourable  livelihood,  and  fbpport  the  credit  of  religion  among  its  enemies,  and 
prevent  oGcafions  of  their  reproaching  it*  as  though  it  encouraged  idlenefe !— As 
our  Chriftian  friends,  and  wc  ourfclves,  muft  die,  either  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  nature,  or  by  a  violent  death,  how  comfortable  is  it,  and  relieving  to  our  for* 
rows,  when  any  of  them  arc  t3kcn  from  us*  to  be  well  fatisfied  tint  they  deep  in 
Jefus,  and  fhalUrifc  a^ain  to  eternal  life;  and  that  we  fhall  meet  them  again, 
when  God  will  bring  them  and  us  to  be  glorified  with  him  l  O  reviving  thought! 
that  as  foon  as  the  dead  in  Chrift  (hall  be  raifed  from  their  graves,  the  reft  of  the 
(hints,  that  (hall  be  living  upon  earth  at  Ms  fecond  glorious  coming,  fhall,  by  the 
wonderful  operation  of  divine  power,  pafs  under  a  refining  change  of  their  mor* 


♦  It  ii  wry  probable  that  CltrSl’s  feat  of  nough  for  the  innumerable  multitude  of  the 
judgment  will  be  £0  lie  air/  fmee  he  vs  fo  righi  eons  and  the  wicked,  from  the  begin  - 
often  Ipokcn  of  as  appearing  in  ibe  c/W*»  (ring  to  the  eml  nf  ita  world,  to  appear  bc- 
artd  in  t&trfoudi  tf  heaves,  and  place  of  fore  his  throne  i  ut>d  the  wickfd  cm  nor  lie 
this  earch  can  force  be  thoight  capacious  c-  luppo&d  to  be  fiun  owned  before  it  ia  hema 
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(,il  bodies  into  ao  immortal  (rime;  (ball  be  caugbt  up,  together  with  rifen  faints, 
to  meet  their  Lord  in  the  iliuftriona  cloud,  where  he  will  appear  in  the  air  ;  and 
from  thenceforth,  all  together,  as  one  body,  lhatt,  in  (heir  whole  per  font,  dwell 
with  him,  in  his  immediate  bli&ful  pretence  for  ever  ! 


CHAP.  V. 

The  apoJtU  exhorts  the  Theflalonians  to  be  always  ready  for  the  coming 
of  Cbrijl  to  judgment^  which  will  he  with  fuddennefi  and  furprife ,  like 
a  thief  in  the  night,  I 1 1 .  DireEls  them  to  feveral  particular 
duties  in  their  relative  and  perfonal  capacities,  12,-22.  And  con¬ 
cludes  his  epijlle  with  prayer ,  fafutattons,  and  a  benediSlim,  23,— 28. 


Ttrr.  Paraphrase. 

®  "time* Md  the  Tl^T  as  to  the  precife  time  that  God  has  frt,*and 
ft, ’on brethren,  ^  the  fitted  of  all  opportunities  (*«*«>•)  that  he  defigna 
yc  have  n»  reed  jo  take,  for  Ch  rift's  appearing  to  execute  the  judgment 
ti^at  l  wnte  aoto  0f  the  great  day,  which  will  be  the  confummation  of 
your  happlnefs,  ( chap .  iv.  13,— 18.)  ye,  my  dear  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  have  no  occafion,  nor 
would  it  be  to  any  good  purpofe,  for  me  to  gratify  a 
vain  curiofity,  by  attempting  to  write  to  you  about  a 
point,  that  is  entirely  referred,  as  an  absolute  fecret,  in 
the  counfejs  of  the  divine  mind  ;  nor  would  it  be  of 
any  advantage  to  you,  were  I  capable  of  acquainting  yon 
with  it. 

fcUw  2  For,  from  what  our  blefled  Lord  himfelf  and  his 

fjftty,  thit  the  apoftles  hvve  taught,  ye  yourfelves  have  been  already 
■by  <4  tjie  Lord  led  into  an  accurate  knowledge  of  all  that  is  nc- 

thkHatL  night!  ceffary  and  ufeful,  relating  to  his  final  appearance,  that 
ye  may  be  cenftantly  on  your  watch,  and  in  a  proper 
rcadinefs  for  it  :  Ye  muft  needs  be  we]]  fatbfied  in  your 
own  minds,  that  the  glorious  manifeftatton  of  Chrifi* 
at  his  coming  to  judge  the  whole  world,  is  unalterably 
fixed  in  the  purpofe  of  God,  and  foretold  in  his  word, 
and  (hall  certainly  be  brought  to  pafs,  according  there¬ 
unto,  in  its  proper  feafon  ;  but  that  the  particular  day, 
or  appointed  time  for  it,  is  as  uncertain,  with  refpeft 
to  our  knowledge  of  it,  and  will  come  as  unexpectedly, 
on  afudden,  to  all  of  us,  and  with  as  mueh  terror  and 
forprize  to  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  that  are  -unprepa¬ 
red  for  it  *,  as  a  thief’s  breaking  into  a  houfe  at  mid¬ 
night  can  be  to  the  matter  of  it,,  while  he  and  all  hia 
family  are  afleep,  and  have  no  apprehenfioos  of  it,  or 

concern 


NOTE. 

f  In  this  ind  the  fnjtowlnj  verfes*  tw  forcibly  and  fuliy  to  reprerent  th*  fndrfenwf* 
clcg^ot  and  Tcry  appoGte  companions  *re  of  oar  Saviour's  coming  t>  judgment ;  tad 
piped  tofeihvr,  (fays  Mr  Bfockvvtt  \a  his  the  verb*  arc  m  the  prefent  time,  ro  mute 
uacd  cLifi;*,  i  pa*,  109.)  the  mere  ctw  defer  ;pti<jo  raorc  aicciiny  and  awful* 
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concern  about  ir,  to  keep  them  on  their  watch,  and 
guard  again  It  it,  (Afar,  xx  iv,  42,43.  and  Rev-  ili*  3.) 
j  For  when  3  For  when  fecure  linnets  fliall  flatter  themfelves, 
Peiceantlkfrtr*  anc*  when,  according  to  their  own  fond  defires,  falfe 
then  frdden  del  teachers  ihnJi  prophcfy  unto  them  fmmth  things,  and  de- 
ftruftion  comeih  ceiis,  faying ,  Peace,  peace,  when  there  it  no  pease,  (Ifa. 

tll»pon  *a  xsx’  i0*  Jer*  T’*  H*)*  at  that  vcrf  time  utter  de* 
woman  with  druclion  of  foul  and  body  (hail  ruth  in  upon  them  at 
child;  and  they  unawares,  and  that  as  certainly  and  fuddenly  as  the 
fceli oot  efcap*.  exquifite  travailing  pains  of  a  woman  with  child  come 
upon  her,  when,  chough  One  continually  carries  the 
caufe  of  them  in  her  own  hotly,  fhe  lead  of  all  cxpe£ts 
them,  as  being  engaged  in  other  affairs,  in  hulinefs  or 
diverftons,  or  in  eating,  drinking,  or  Deeping  :  And 
as  fhe  fooner  or  later  mud  inevitably  undergo  the  ago* 
nizing  pains  oflabour  *j  fo,  whenever  this  terrible  day 
of  the  Lord  fliall  come,  none  of  tbofc  that  are  thought¬ 
less  about,  and  unprepared  for  it,  ihall  by  any  means 
be  able  to  fly  from,  (» /»«*»>««)  or  avoid  r  he  infupporr- 
able  miferies  that  their  own  ■  unbelief  and  other  fins 
will  bring  upon  them,  (2  7 'heff.  i.  9.}  there  (hall  then 
he  no  place,  •where  the  -workers  ofinfuity  may  hide  them- 
feivei  from  the  fierceneis  of  bis  righteous  indignation, 

( Job  xxxiv,  si,) 

4  Hoi  ye,  W  4  But  as  for  you,  my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  ye 
ttiren,  are  not  in  ma„  thJnk  qf  this  day  with  jov,  and  not  with  grief  or 
that  [Say  rbouLd  di  dr  effing  fears;  as  ye  are  not,  like  others,  under  the 
•veruke  you  a,  1  power  of  fpiritual  darknefs,  to  make  you  Deep  fecure  in 
fin,  fajthlefs  and  unconcerned  about  the  coming  of 
Chrid,  and  unready  to  meet  him  in  that  awful  day, 
which,  tho*  it  may  come  as  much  unexpected  and  una¬ 
wares  to  you,  as  to  them,  with  regard  to  the  particular 
time  of  ir}  yet  it  Qxa.ll  not  be  with  a  furpriae  upon  you 
to  your  ruin,  as  it  will  be  upon  them,  in  like  manner 
as  a  thief  breaks  in,  not  only  unexpectedly,  but  with 
dreadful  havock,  upon  them  that  flee;>  care  fly,  without 
any  thought  about  it,  or  being  in  a  fit  podure  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  mifehievous  confluences  of  it. 

,  Yeare  ditto  5  On  the  contrary,  ye  who  ar^  made  wife  unto  fal* 
children  of  light,  vation,  (as  it  is  meet  far  me  to  think  of  you  allaccor- 
®f  the^d?'*1™  t0  y  3urhoIy  profeffion)are  effe&ually  called  of  God 
r  ‘  out 

NOTE. 

*  Tht  pant  of  &  -unman  fa  which  regard  to  the  eiftrme  as  well  «  the 

urt  fome  of  th*  ftiarpcit  agonies  of  nature,  uut&ptftcd  fvddtmcfi  of  them :  And  it  may 
i*e  frequently  fpoken  of  esnhlems  of  great  c*rry  i  fnrrher  intimation  that,  as  a  womm’s 
tUftreis,  is  in  Pfil.  jclviii,  6.  Jcr .  ri*  14,  and  hour  of  farrow  j*  the  fruit  oFhcr  being  wirh 
xiir-  *1-  and  xxih  1  j. L  It  is  there*  child;  fo  the  eaufi:  of  the  (inner’s  mijenro 
fere  with  great  propriety  that  the  apo!:le  lit**  in  hidifrliV  wlioit  own  proctif e 

reprtfruts  the  exquifite  torments  of  the  we*  th?fn, 
kcj  at  the  great  day  by  ihwfe  pain*,  wiii 
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arc  not  of  the 
night,  oar  of 


6  Therefore 
Let  nj  ooc  deep  at 
do  other* ;  hat  let 
os*atch  ud  be 
/ober. 


7  For tbejf  that 
deep,  dap  10  tbe 
nijht ;  *ud  ihey 
that  be  drunken, 
are  dr  unken  Seiko 

flight  i 


out  of  darknefs  into  Ms  marvellous  light,  (i  Pet.  ii.  9.} 
ye  are  enlightened  with  fpiritual  wildora  and  under- 
Handing  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  of  God's  way 
of  falvation  by  him,  that  ye  may  know  what  is  the  hope 
cf  his  calling,  and  wha  t  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  in* 
beritance  in  the  faints,  (Ephef.  i.  17,  18.);  and  that  ye 
may  be  watchful  and  wakeful,  and  walk  honourably  jit 
the  light  of  gofpel-truth  and  holinefs  with  your  eyes 
open,  and  as  becomes  perfons  that  are  expofed  to  pa* 
blic  view  in  the  midft  of  broad  day-light,  {Rom.  xiii. 
13.};  and  fo  may  efcape  the  danger  of  thofe,  that,  un¬ 
der  tbe  power  of  (in,  error,  and  unbelief,  walk  in  fuch 
ways  of  d&rknefs ,  as  not  to  know  whether  they  are  going, 
(John  xii.  35.) ;  we,  who  are  thus  made  light  in  the 
Lord,  are  neither  covered  with  the  ftudows  of  judaifm, 
nor  with  the  darknefs  of  heathenifm,  nor  with  the  na¬ 
tural  darknefs  and  blindnefs  of  our  own  minds,  as  o- 
thers  Hill  are,  and  we  ourfdves  once  were,  {Ephef  v.  8.) 

6  Being  therefore  brought  into  this  happy  date,  lcc 
us  take  heed  that  we  never  give  way  to  a  fiothfui,  care- 
led,  and  indolent  frame  of  fpirit,  as  others  do,  who 
are  dill  in  tbeir  fins,  and  to  whom  our  Lord's  coming 
to  judgment  will  be  a  dreadful  furprize  to  their  ever- 
lading  confufion:  But  let  it  be  our  great  concern,  that, 
fuitable  to  our  eharaffcer,  as  en  light  red  by  tbe  gofpd 
and  Spirit  of  Chrift,  we  maintain  a  wakeful  temper  o£ 
mind,  to  watch  over'  our  own  hearts  and  ways,  and 
watch  againft  fin  and  temptations,  and  for  the  coming, 
of  our  Lord  ;  and  that  we  be  modeft  in  our  thoughts  of 
ourfelves,  and  moderate  in  our  cares  and  pleafures,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  prefent  world,  as  thofe  that  are  expe&ing 
hts  glorious  appearance,  aud  are  ready  and  prepared  for  it. 

7  For  as  they,  who  give  themfelves  up  to  fleep, 
choofe  the  night  for  it,  that  their  reft  may  not  be  di- 
fturbed  by  the  noife  and  bufmefs  of  the  day  ;  and  they 
who  drink  to  an  excefs,  and  intoxication  of  the  brain, 
ordinarily  do  it  under  the  covert  of  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  that  they  may  not  be  expofed  to  (hame  in  the 
day  time ;  fb  they  that  indulge  to  carnal  fecuriiy,  and. 
furfeit  themfelves  with  tbe  cares  aod  pleafures  of  this 
world,  to  ftupify  and  drown  all  thoughts  of  a  judgment 
to  come,  till  it  overtakes  them,  before  they  are  a  ware, 
(Luiexsi.  34.) ;  thefe  are  under  the  power  of,  and  do 
not  care  to  be  difturbed  in,  the  moll  dangerous  fitcuri- 
ty,  that  proceeds  from,  and  is  agreeable  to,  the  tlark- 
uefs  of  ignorance,  error,  and  fin,  that  covers  them. 

8  But 

%  H 


Voi.  V. 
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8  But  kt  ns 
vito  urc  of  the 
daybcfrihcr,  put- 
tihHj  ou  tlw 
hrrait'pUfe  of 
faith  ami  love, 
and  for  an  helmet 

tli<?  bf'-pe  of  1*1*3-- 

ticn. 


p  Ter  OocThaih 
r*«:  appointed  us 
to  wrath  ;  hm  to 
obtain  faUatiou 
hy  wt  J.urU  Je* 
ins  ChriJK 


-  t tr  WTin  Jied 
for  that  whe¬ 
ther  \te  wake  or 
i!eop,  m-x  LhauLd 
I  ^together  with 
lim*. 


tt  Wherefore 
cpmfort  ynm> 
fi'ives  tether, 
and  ulifyonc  a- 
nother,  even  as 
alii*  ye  do. 


8  But  let  us,  who  are  furrounded  with  the  light  of 
gofpei-truth  awl  grace,  which  (bines  in  our  hearts,  he 
vigilant,  (»***#«»)  and  moderate  in  our  afTe&ions  to,  and 
puifuit  of  the  things  of  this  world,  like  thofe  that  look 
for  the  coming  of  our  Lord .  And  as  we  are  in  a  Hate 
of  warfare,  let  ns,  like  folciiers  and  centinels,  that 
arc  armed  with  bread- plates  and  helmets,  to  feenre  the 
principal  feats  of  the  natural  life,  put  on,  and  daily 
make  ufe  of  our  Cluiilian  armour,  especially  fuch  parts 
of  it  as  are  neceilary  for  defending  our  fpiritual  vitals 
again  ft  all  mortal  wounds  from  fin,  -Satan,  and  this 
evil  world  ;  that  an  excrcife  of  faith  in  Chrift,  and  in 
Gcd  through  hitn,  according  to  his  promtfes,  and  of 
love  to  him  and  one  another,  by  which  faith  works, 
may  be  like  a  breaft-phre  to  defend  the  heart;  and  that 
a  well-grounded,  folid,  and  fatisfying  hope  of  eternal 
life,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  may  be  like  a  helmet  to  cover 
and  fecure  the  head  in  every  day  of  battle,  till  we  come 
off  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  hath  loved 
vs.  Ar.d  we  have  the  greateft  encouragement  to  this 
hope,  and  to  be  diligent  in  tbc  difeharge  of  all  the  foie* 
mentioned  duties. 

9  For  it  appears  by  what  God  in  the  riches  of  his 
grace  has  already  .done  for  and  in  us,  who  are  the 
children  of  light,  (ver.  5.}  that  he  has  not  ordained  us 
to -deibudlion,  as  he  rightcoufly  has  thofe  ve&cls  cf 
wrath,  who  fit  themfelves  for  it  by  their  own  iniquities, 
(fee  the  note  on  Rsrn.  ix.  23.} ;  but  that,  having  of  hi* 
own  free  and  fovereign  grace  obofen  vs  in  Chrf/t  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  vie  fhould  be  holy ,  ar.d 
without  blame  before  him  in  love ,  (Ephef.  4.)  he  has 
determined  to  deliver  us,  as  veffds  of  mercy,  from  de¬ 
fied  mifery,  and  to  bring  us  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
glorious  Rate  of  immortal  blifs,  through  the  merits  and 
mediation  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  ]eius  Chrift. 

10  Who  died  in  our  room  and  Read,  to  take  away 
finVy  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  that,  by  the  merit  and 
efficacy  of  his  death,  we  who  believe  in  him,  whether 
we  be  among  thofe  that  (hall  be  alive  upon  earth,  or 
Seeping  in  Jefus  at  his  appearing  to  judgment,  may  be 
caught  up  together  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in 
the  air ;  and  fo  may  live  in  union  and  communion, 
and  together  with  him,  in  all  the  dignity  and  delights 
of  the  heavenly  (late  for  ever,  [chap  iv.  13,  17.) 

11  Therefore  in  reflection  upon,  and  allured  hope 
of  this  blefTed  day,  think  and  talk  over  thefe  things,  as 
I  laid  before,  (c hap.  iv.  18.)  to  the  comfort  of  your  own 
and  one  another’s  fouls  ;  and  in  this  way  help  forward 

your 


And wt be- 
fredi  you*  bre¬ 
thren,  to  know 
thtro  tfhich  la¬ 
bour  among  you, 
and  arc  oxer  you 
i;j  the  Lord,  and 
adaouifh  you ; 
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your  mutual  edification  *,  as  one  body,  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  whole,  that  ye  may  grow  up  together  as  a  hofy 
temple  in  the  Lordf  (Ephef.  it.  21.)  with  a  view  to  this 
one  thing,  namely,  your  living  together  with  bim9 
which  will  be  the  confummation  of  all  your  happintfs* 
even  as  ye  have  already  begun  to  do. 

H  And  as  they,  who  minifter  in  facred  things,  are 
the  ordinary  means  and  inftruments  that  Chrift  has 
appointed,  andbleffes  for  edification  in  light  and  grace, 
comfort  and  hoHnefs,  unto  compkre  filiation, 
dear  brethren,  earneftly  intreat  you  to  convrrfe  freely 
with,  own  and  honour,  and  fhew  your  liberality,  love, 
and  refpe£t  to  his  faithful  fervants,  and  their  holy  mi* 
ni  ft  rat  ion  a,  who  re  fide,  and  take  pains  in  his  work,  a- 
mong  you,  for  the  good  of  your  fouls  ;  and  efpecUIly 
thofe,  who,  by  Chart's  com  million,  are  placed  in  au¬ 
thority  under  him  to  prefide  and  rule  over  you,  not  in 
temporal,  but  fpiritual  concerns t  and  that9  not  accor¬ 
ding  to  laws  of  their  own  making,  but  according  to  his 
word,  for  promoting  his  kingdom  and  glory,  according 
to  the  gifts  and  graces  he  has  furniflied  them  with  ;  and 
who  in  the  difehargt  of  their  office,  as  occafions  re¬ 
quire,  warn  you  againft  all  fin,  error,  and  danger,  and 
reprove  what  is  amifs  among  you,  and  exhort,  count'd* 
and  encourage  you  to  perfeverc  in  tfe  ways  of  truth, 
fo briery,  and  godlinefs,  till  ye  fhail  receive  the  end  of 
your  faith?  even  the  fahathn  of  your  fonts ,  (t  Pet.  i.  9*) 

13  And  we  thus  recommend  them,  and  their  fer- 

vices,  to  your  honourable  efteem  and  affectionate  re¬ 
gards,  nor  merely  for  what  is  due  to  them  as  Chriilians, 
but  (v^r  in  a  fuperabundant  manner,  on  ac¬ 

count  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  work  they 
are  employed  in  for  the  glory  of  God  and  your  fpiritual 
advantage  :  And  as  ever  ye  would  not  diflionour  Chnft, 
nor  grieve  them,  nor  his  Spirit  in  them,  nor  prevent 
your  own  profiting  by  their  labours,  ftudy  the  things 
tbat  make  for  harmony,  peace,*  and  fricndDiip  with 
one  another,  and  with  them  that  arc  fet  over  you  in 
the  Lord,  that  the  God  of  love  and  peace  may  be  1 viihyout 
(Ephef.  iv.  3.  and  2  Cor.  xiii,  ir.J 

14  Now,  dearly  Jx?loved  brethren,  to  draw  towards 
a  clofc  of  this  epUtle,  we  earneflly  bsfeecli  both  mini- 
fters  and  people  among  you,  in  their  refpefitive  places* 
to  admomth  thofe  of  their  faults,  that  do  not  keep  their 

rank* 

NOTE. 

f  As  the  word*  {tie  rwftw)  one  another  conCtruftioru,  ibey  are  attended  to  in  the 
aUb  \m  cmt  ai5d  in  it  of  various  pj*r»^hri£\ 

H  2 


rj  An!  to  t+ 
deem  them  very 
highly  in  l&xcfor 
their  w#rt  *  Qke* 
A*id  he  Mt  p^icc 
am-jiig  yoiir* 

ielves. 


14  No*  we  ex¬ 
port  you,  bre¬ 
thren,  warn  them 
rlut  «e  unru¬ 
ly,  comfort  the 
feeble  -  minded  , 
tip* 


1 1 6  The  Jirjl  EpiftU  to  the  Thes  si  Lon  I  am  8  par&pbrajed*  Cb.  r. 


fupppr 

be  patient  to- 
ward  all  men* 


if  Sec  that 
RvkiC  rtuJcr  evil 
evil  uiiw  my 
roan ;  but  ever 
Ljiloar  ihjt  w  tilth 
if  boUt  a- 

liKMljJ  yOUt'khc)} 
ami  iu  ail  oiea. 


i  £  Rejoice  t* 
Vtrmorc* 


it  Frajr  with¬ 
out  ceiling 


rank,  or  arc  any  way  disorderly  in  their  walk 

with  the  church,  or  in  their  families,  and  conversation 
in  the  world :  Warn  them  of  their  (in  and  danger,  of 
the  dishonour  they  bring  upon  their  holy  profeffion,  and 
of  the  pernicious  influence  of  their  example;  and  en¬ 
deavour,  in  a  Spirit  of  meeknels  and  love,  to  reclaim 
them  ;  Do  all  that  in  you  lyes  to  encourage  and  com¬ 
fort  fellow-Chriftians,  that  are  of  a  timorous  and  dejec¬ 
ted  Spirit,  ready  to  give  way  to  melancholy-  and  de- 
fpalring  thoughts,  and  to  faint  under  their  fears  and  af¬ 
flictions  :  Deal  tenderly  with,  and  endeavour  to  ftrength- 
en  the  weak  in  faith  and  understanding,  and  to  uphold 
them  from  Aumbling  and  falling,  who  are  in  danger 
of  it,  rather  through  infirmity,  than  any  evil  difpoC- 
tion  of  mind  :  And  tier cife  all  long*  fu  fieri  ng  and  for¬ 
bearance,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  things  permits,  and 
as  may  be  mod  likely  to  anfwer  valuable  ends,  toward 
perfons  of  all  thefe  characters,  yea,  and  towards  all 
men,  whether  friends  or  enemies,  Chrtftians  or  not. 

15  How  ill  Soever  others  treat  you,  keep  a  guard 
upon  your  own  angry  and  refenting  paflions ;  and  let 
none  of  you  dare  to  feck  private  revenge,  to  be  even 
with,  and  retaliate  mifehief  upon  the  head  of  any  one 
that  Shall  injure  you  y  but,  on  the  contrary,  overcome 
evit vjxth  goody  (Horn*  zii.  17,  19,20,  11.}  and  be  al¬ 
ways  (tu  lying,  and  purfuing  whatfoever  is  kind,  ufeful, 
and  beneficial,  both  one  Towards  another,  as  fellow- 
ChriAians  and  even  towards  all  mankind,  as  fellow- 
creatures,  doing  good  to  ally  as  ye  have  opportunity)  and 
efpecial/y  to  the  houfbotd  of  faith$  (Gah  vi*  10*) 

16  As  to  perjonal  duties,  that  are  to  be  added  to  the 
foregoing  which  are  relative  labour  after  a  cheerful 
frame  of  Spirit,  for  the  credit  of  religion  and  your  own 
comfort,  that  ve  may  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  in  what 
he  is  in  himfelr,  and  in  what  he  has  done,  is  doing, 
and  will  do  for  you;  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  his  ploiy  at 
all  tinier,  in  the  day  ofadvcrGty,  as  well  as  of  profperity* 

17  Under  a  humble  Sente  of  your  entire  dependence 
upon  God,  as  creatures,  and  as  ChriAkns,  of  the  im¬ 
perfections  of  your  Spiritual  Hate,  and  the  affii&ions  of 
various  kinds  that  ye  are  attended  with,  or  liable  to, 
and  of  your  need  of  further  mercies,  of  a  Spiritual  and 
temporal  nature,  tee  that  ye  abound  in  daily  prayer, 
every  morning  and  evening,  (teethe  note  on  2  Tim*  l 
3*)  and  be  mftant  in  it  at  all  other  times,  as  there 
may  be  Special  occa fionfl  and  opportunities  for  it ;  and 
ever  maintain  a  praying  frame  of  Spirit  for  Solemn 
addrefles  to  God,  and  great  frequency  of  holy  eja¬ 
culations,  to  mingle  with  all  other  duties  of  the  civil 

and 
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Jdu*  concerning 
y«m< 


f  p  Qo*nch  not 
the  Spirit, 


and  religious  life,  and  to  guard  you  againft  temptations 
to  fin,  and  dangers  of  every  kind. 

*8  In  rdle&ion  upon  your  being  unworthy  of  the 
for^hfiiithewili  “f  all  God’s  mercies,  and  upon  the  riches  of  his 
of  God  to  ch  rift  free  goodnefa  and  nndeferved  grace,  in  loading  you 
with  benefits  that  overbalance  all  your  afflictions,  la¬ 
bour  to  keep  up  a  thankful  frame  of  heart,  and  to.  go 
into  lively  exercifes  of  it,  in  every  condition  of  life, 
(fee  P/al.  xxxiv.  i.  and  Phil.  iv.  6.)  $  for  this  is  a  grate¬ 
ful  tribute,  which  God  in  a  fpecial  manner  requires  of 
you  for  bis  own  honour,  and  takes  pleafurein,  through 
Jefus  Cbrift,  and  has  hid  you  under  the  higheft  obli¬ 
gations  to,  on  acGOunt,of  his  love  to  you,  and  of  what 
he  has  done  for  you  by  the  great  Redeemer. 

ip  As  thefe  excellent  and  important  duties  cannot 
be  difeharged,  in  a  right  manner,  without  divine  in* 
flue  nee,  take  heed  of  neglefting,  (filling  and  extin- 
pi ifhing  the  gifts,  graces  and  operations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  tbat  are  compared  to  fire,  (Mat,  iii.  ti.)  but  be 
watchful  and  diligent  to  fall  in  with,  cherifli  and  im¬ 
prove  his  gracious  illuminations,  fuggeftions,  motions 
and  afli fiances,  as  well  as  bis  extraordinary,  inclufive  of 
his  ordinary  gifts  *,  to  excite  you  to,  and  enable  you 
for  every  good  work,  and  to  warm  your  hearts  with  fa- 
cred  fervour  in  performing  it. 

70  As  the  Word  and  Spirit  go  together,  according  to 
God's  promife,  {/fa.  fix-  2T.)  and  all  the  operations  of 
the  Spirit  are  by  means  of,  nr  according  to  his  word, 
do  not  treat  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  or  NewTefUment 
with  contempt,  as  if  there  were  nothing  in  them  for 
your  inftruCtioR  add  edification  j  nor  ought  ye  to  negleCk, 
or  chink  lightly  of  the  appointed  and  authorifed  mini- 
ftratioas  of  God's  word  to  explain  and  enforce  it,  whe¬ 
ther  by  an  extraordinary  gift  or  not. 

21  Asfalfe  teachers  are  gone  abroad  in  the  world, 

( I  John  iv.  i.)  do  not  take  any  thing  yc  hear  upon  trufl, 
or  receive  it  with  ao  implicit  faith  ;  hut  examine,  try 

and 

T  K, 

context,  relate  to  the  ordinary  p'ace? 
dixie*  of  the  Chrifli<in  life,  that  into  the 
com  moo  practice  of  religion,  an-l  not  to  any 
extraordinary  gif  is ;  anti  it  fcems very unni- 
tural,  and  unlike  the  clofe  ard  purthient 
way  of  our  aooltle’s  writing,  totuppotr  that 
thing*  of  io  different  a  nature  ftioulj  be  thief 
lyj  much  more  only  intended,  whtm  iuiriv 
dtittd  io  the  midd  of  a  fedesof 
to  the  r*;icife  oi  ordinary  graces  anti  tia  vs, 
that  belong  ro  *L  Chnrtuns  ol'tvcij 
Juch, 


to  Defpiftnot 
prophefyingt. 


xi  Prove  all 
tilings  :  hold  fa  ft 
that  which  is 


N  O 

*  1  on  by  no  means  confine  f&t 

Spirit  here,  and  prophtfyiupu  the  next  verft, 
to  the  cztrawt&it&j  gifts  of  the  Spirit?  as  fbme 
<ji>;  but  find  myfrlf  cooftmaeds  by  what 
£*es  before  and  follows  a  Ftef,  to  think  that 
fiftjchirtg  iht  Spirit  includes^*  either  chiefly 
j  daces  to  hi?  otji/iarj  en  light  niof,  <joieknin£* 
findifyin?  and  comforting  opetadons; 
that  pnpftfjiHgt  or  prjpbcckst  (sr^nwcf) 
rentes  either  co  ferijj  Lure-prophecies  or  to 
predchingt  as  it  Tim  eludes  tigntfics,  whether 
hv  inOi ration  or  nos  (tec  the  norc  on  -tom* 
yiL  *-J  Fur  all  the  other  directions  tbU 


ItB  The jtrfi  Eplfileto  the  Thessalonians  paraphraafid,  Ch.  T. 


a  *  Abftatn 
from  all  appear 

tail cc  of  cviL 


*  %2  Andthc  vo* 
ry  G  jd  of  peace 
ijnltifV  vou^hoj- 
J J  '  anti  /  pray 
GW  yonf  ^hnie 
ipiritt  and  foul, 
and  body,  be 

E refer vcd  blamc- 
C  unto  the  cntn- 
of  our  Lord 
JeJiu  Chriit, 


a4  Faithful  it 
be  that  cslieih 
you  ,  who  alio 
uili  do  j;* 


and  prove  the  troth  or  falfhood  of  all  the  do&rines 
and'  pra&ices  that  are  preached,  (ver,  20.)  by  the 
ftandard  of  the  word,  (I/a.  via,  20.)  in  a  humble  de¬ 
pend  an  ce  on  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirir, 
(ver.  19.)  to  enable  you  to  form  a  right  judgment  con¬ 
cerning  them  :  And  when,  upon  trial,  yc  find  what  is 
really  good  and  honourable,  {***«)  is  point  of  truth  or 
duty,  indulge  no  longer  a  fceptical  temper  about  it; 
bat  maintain  and  abide  by  it,  in  the  ftedfaftnefs  of  your 
faith',  and  pra&icc  of  your  lives,  rejecting  every  thing 
that  is  contrary  to  it. 

22  In  this  manner,  keep  at  the  farthest  diflance  pof* 
Able  from  all  error  and  fin  of  every  kind,  under  what 
fpcctous  appearances  foever  they  be  prefenred  unto  you  ; 
and  even  from  every  thing  that  you  fufpe&  to  be  faife 
or  tinful,  or  tending  to  draw  yourfelves  or  others  into 
any  fin  or  error. 

23  And  may  that  God  bimfelf,  wbo  is  reconciled  to 

you  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  Is  the  author,  giver  and 
approver  of  peace  one  wiih  another,  and  in  your  own 
confetences,  and  of  all  manner  of  profperity ;  may  he 
throughly  purge  your  whole  perfons  from  all  iniquity, 
and  make  you  eminently  partakers  of  his  holmcfsf! 
And  I  earned]  y  beg  of  him,  that  all  the  powers  and  fa¬ 
culties  of  your  rational  and  immortal  fouls;  and  the 
whole  frame  of  your  animal  fpirits,  fenfitive  appetites 
and  natural  tempers  ;  and  all  the  members  of  your  bo¬ 
dies  may  be  cured  of  every  linful  irregularity  and  difor- 
der,  in  their  propenfions  and  operations,  and  may  be 
continually  kept  unreptovabfe,  as  to  any  pre¬ 

dominant  vice,  until,  and  may  be  found  entirely  free  from 
all  defe£b,  at  the  fecond  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrilt,  when  he  will  prefmt  you  to  him/tlf  a  glorious 
church,  not  having  /pet,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  /uch  thing, 
(Ephef.  v,  27,) 

24  My  prayer  for  this,  on  your  behalf,  is  with  faith 
and  aflured  hope,  that  he,  who  hath  effectually  called 
you ,  by  his  grace,  to  his  kingdom  and  glory,  (chap.  ii. 
12.)  will  aho,  ih  fauhtulntls  to  his  promises,  carry  on 
and  perfect  all  that  concerns  you,  in  the  way  and  by  the 
means  of  bis  own  appointment.  (See  Phil .  i.  6.) 


NOTE. 


25  As 


f  tw  vWr  fphti,  fos>!  erj  ltd,,  k.is  a  Ged  formed  men,  hi »  body,  “  of  the  dull  of 
Jhanileft  referee  to  *T»c  rcrcivrd  dc&rine  of  u  the  earth,  and  breathed  into  man  the 
Pf.'htttsrtitti,  and  pbifrifo-  **  breath  of  life,  of  lives,  (cm)  ami/’  by 

pfirrs,  who  e^r:  fid^red  man  as  of  iGtan*  of  ibis  umon,  bttsizt  a  itvhrgfiuf, 

three  parr??’;  of  a  ut^oral,  end  animal  or  fen-  partaker  of  a  ftnfilivc,  as  of  a  ration- 

i.tiit  ic*ult  from  one  archer,  and  uf  al  life  :  Ard  as  the  Hi\turai  temper  very  much 

a  OiiUnO'i  From  both,  rw.n'iS  to  depends  upon  ihs  different  irMyre  and  mo- 

t*  the  account  or  the  ert&iion  ticn  of  the  exlm/at  jpiriu*  L  hive  Irpfcifcii 

of  cua  :a  C;ir,  ii.  p.  wUre  j:  is  tUl  kit  iisdvr  st-f  j^futvc  to  :J. 


Ch.  t.  -  The  jirjl  EpiJUe  to  the  Thessalonian %  parap&rafed,  np 


if  SnthcCQ  f 
priy  for  us- 


iJ  Greet  alt  the 
br^t  .  en  with  an 
holy  kill. 


ij  I  charge 
you,  by  i  he  Lo*^, 
X^t  this  epiil'e 
be  m3  ah 
the  holy  krc« 
di  rcn- 


iB  The  grace 
of  otir  Lord  Jcfus 
Cbriil  i'e  *itli 
you.  Amen.' 


25  As  we,  Ch  rift's  miniftring  fervants,  thus  affec¬ 
tionately  pray  for  you*  we  earncftly  beg  that  ye,  our 
Ch  nit  tan-brethren,  would,  in  return,  be  mindful  cfu$ 
in  ail  your  prayers,  (which  wc  greatly  tfteem  and  need} 
that  God  would  be  with  us  in  our  wort  to  aflift,  own 
and  fucceed  us*  and  to  perform  all  things  for  us,  in  u£> 
and  by  os,  that  we  may  be  faithful  in  the  difeharge  of 
our  difficult  and  important  iruft,  and  may  receive  the 
crown  of  glory  from  the  chief  Shepherd  at  his  appearing* 

( I  P it*  Vf  il*j 

20  Let  our  mod  affectionate  and  religious  refpefla 
be  pre tented  to  all  our  Chriftian  brethren  ;  and  fee  that 
ye  give  ufual  ttfti monies  of  cordial  love  one  to  another, 
by  mutual  refutations,  in  the  mod  fincere,  pious,  dhafte, 
and  friendly  manner.  (tSeerhe  note  on  /fcwi.  xvL i6j) 

27  The  contents  of  this  epiflle,  as  well  as  aii  ii\k  in-, 
fpi red  writings,  are  of  fo  great  importance,  and  of  fuch 
general  ufe  and  concernment,  to  the  whole  church, 
that  I  folemnly  enjoin  thofe  ot  you,  into  whofe  hands 
it  may  cotnc  j  yea,  I  adjure  you,  as  by  a  religious  oath, 
in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
the  Lord  jefus  f,  that  it  be  not  concealed  from  any  of 
its  members*  but  be  diftincily  and  phinly  read  to  all, 
and  every  one  of  them,  who  ought  ro  live  and  walk  in 
love,  as  dear  brethren,  and  as  a  peculiar  people  zealous 
of  good  works,  whom  Chrifl  has  purified  to  himfclf,  as 
1  char ic ably  believe  of  them,  according  to  their  holy 
profeflion, 

aS  To  conclude  with  a  parting  prayer  for  you,  May 
the  free  favour  of  our  anointed  Lord  and  Saviour,  and 
all  its  bl riled  fruits  and  effefts,  abound  towards  every 
one  of  you,  for  your  prefent  edification  and  growth  in 
light  and  grace,  love  and  peace,  comfort  and  hedin^, 
till  all  fhall  be  completed  in  eternal  Llvaiioru  So  I  (in* 
cerely  del ire  it  may  be,  and  fo  1  truft  it  will  be,  in  tef* 
timony  of  which,  I  heartily  fay,  Aincn* 


RECOLLECTIONS 

How  much  more  does  it  concern  us  to  he  always  ready  fir  Chrill**  coming  tn 
judgment,  than  to  indulge  curious  inquiries  when  it  fhall  be  *  It  wiii  be  a  terri¬ 
ble  fur  prize  to  lome,  that  vainly  promife  thcmfelvca  poiec  and  fuV.y,  when  ccr* 
t.vn  and  (bdden  definition  wilt  come  upon  them,  ere  ilh^ry  are  aware, 
what  ajovftil  day  will  it  he  to  true  believers  \  They  nie  nor  involved  in  fpintiul 
darkud^  like  others;  hut  arc  the  children  of  bght,  whoi'is  God  hath  notap- 
pointed  to  wrath,  hut  to  obtain  eternal  falvadou  through  a  Redeemer  :  And  as 

ha 

NOT  !■:, 

t  The  zpoftle’s  folcmn  <(  charge  tjiar  his  pfep-e  £i>  teu:l  ?he  fcriplures :  and  *t  emwliy 
M  epiftJc  fhoulil  he  mil  r»  al«  the  holy  hre-  C'lL-hinn*  thdr  having  fuip'rt'ro  i,nty 

thrcd/*  ormciTibers  <»f  thv  cbiirdij  js  cr;-  in  in  wijj-iij,  which,  in  cJjjfl.  i; 

Ucut  coufuuuon  of  the  ci^&rint  x-xcz  iUaie,  *s  me  having 

tic*  of  popery,  in  lcr.fddi;^  tic  ooiraia* 


Ho  The  Preface  to  the  Jectnd  Ep\ftle  te  the  Thessalohuns* 

he  has  called  them  by  his  grace,  and  U  at  peace  with  them  through  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  he  will  dandify  them  throughout,  and  faithfully  perfeft  alt  that  concerns 
them,  till  the  day  or  Chrift,  that  they  may  lire  together  with  him  who  died  fear 
them*  But  as  this  is  to  be  brought  about  in  the  ufe  of  proper  means.  How  care¬ 
ful  fhould  they  be  to  fhake  off  (loth !  They  fhould  watch  and  be  fober,  wd  five 
io  the  daily  exerdfe  of  faith,  love,  and  hope;  and  cultivate  an  holy  peace  among 
tbemfelves,  to  mutual  edification  and  comfort ;  fhould  deal  tenderly  and  faithful* 
ly  one  with  another;  and  pray  for,  and  pay  all  due  regard  to,  thofc  that  labour 
among  them  in  the  word  and  doftrine*  and  are  fet  over  the®  in  the  Lord,  to 
count'd,  caution,  and  encourage  them  in  their  way  to  heaven  :  They  fhould  take 
heed  of  defpifmg,  or  negleding  their  holy  miniftratioDS,  and  of  fitting  the  light 
and  impreflions  of  the  Spirit  that  attend  them.  And,  having  tried  and  proved 
all  points  of  religion  by  the  word  of  God,  they  fhould  hold  raft  the  truth,  as  it 
la  in  Jefus,  and  be  rvtr  followers  of  that  which  is  good  among  fbtmfefrcs,  and 
towards  all  men;  fhould  abltain  from  angry  and  revengeful  pamons,  and  from  all 
appearance  of  evil;  and  ever  maintain  a  joyful,  prayerful,  and  thankful  frame  of 
fpirit,  and  give  all  becoming  tefti monies  of  cordial  love  and  friendihip  one  to¬ 
wards  another*  What  a  privilege  is  it  to  have  the  free  bfc  of  the  feripture,  for 
learning  theft  and  every  Chriftian  do&rine  and  duty,  that  we  may  be  taught  to 
profit  by  them  !  May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  be  with  us  all  I  Amen* 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

OF  THE 

Second  Epiftle  of  the  Apoftle  PAUL 

TO  THE 

THESSAL  ONIANS, 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Second  Epistle  to  the 
THESSALONIANS. 


THIS  fecond  Epiftle  to  the  Thejfaionmns  is  generally,  and  mo  ft 
probably,  thought  to  have  been  wrote,  in  lefs  thart  two  years 
;  alter  the  former,  by  the  apoftle  Paul  from  Corinth ,  where  he 
1UI1  continued ;  and,  as  Teems  from  chap .  i.  3.  and  ii.  a.  and  iii.  11. 
bad  received  fome  further  account  of  the  ftate  of  their  affairs ;  and 
thereupon  wrote  this  Epiftle  to  commend,  encourage,  and  comfort  them 
under  their  fufferings  for  the  gofpel  ;  and  to  reftify  their  mifeonftrue- 
lion  of  what  he  had-faid  in  his  former  Epiftle  about  the  coming  of 

Chrift, 


Ch.  if  The  fecond  SpifiU  to  the  Thessal  osi  ah  a  parapbrafed *  ui 

Chrift,  as  if  be  meant  that  his  fecond  glorious  appearing  to  judgment 
were  juft  at  band  ;  as  aifo  to  concti  the  difordersof  fome  among  them, 
that  were  too  much  inclined  to  an  idle  life*  and  might*  poflibly,  grow 
more  and  more  negligent  of  fecular  affairs  from  their  miftaken  notion, 
as  though  the  end  of  all  things  were  at  hand*  arid  might  be  tempted  to 
rtjeft  the  whole  gofpel,  as  a  forgery,  when  they  fhould  live  to  fee 
themfelves  difappointed  of  the  expectation  which  they  had  built  upon 
one  of  ttsfuppofcd  prophecies  of  fo  important  an  event. 

The  apoffle  begins  with  his  ufual  infeription  and  falatation;  and 
to  encourage  their  patience  under  tribulations  for  Chrift*  expreflea  bia 
thankfulness  to  God  for  their  growth  in  grace*  which  would  be  crown* 
ed  with  eternal  glory*  when  Chrift  {hail  appear  to  their  joy*  and 
the  deduction  of  bis  and  their  enemies*  chap,  i.  He  then  exhorts 
them  to  ftedfaftnefs  of  faith  in  Chrift*  and  undeceives  them  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  their  miftaken  appreheufions  of  his  fpeedily  coming  to_  judg¬ 
ment,  which  he  telle  them  would  not  be*  'till  after  the  days  of  anti* 
chriflian  apoftacy  ;  from  which  he  bleffes  God  that  they  mould,  and 
prays  that  they  might  be  prefrrved  to  their  comfort  and  eftabliftiment, 
chapAi*  And  he  concludes  with  defiring  their  prayers*and  withexpreflions 
of  his  confidence  that*  anfwerahle  to  his  prayers  for  them,  they  mould  be 
eftabliftied*  and  would  yield  obedience  to  the  apoftolic  commands  in  all 
things  ;  adding  exhortations  to  withdraw  themfclves  from  fuch  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  as  did  not  a&  up  to  the  dignity  of  their  ChriftiaQ 
chara&er  after  the  example  which  he  had  fetrhem,  and  that  particu¬ 
larly  with  refpeffc  to  induftry  in  their  feveral  Rations  \  charging  the 
church  to  be  faithful*  prudent*  and  tender  in  admonishing  disorderly 
walkers  ;  and  clofing  all  with  his  good  withes  and  affectionate  bene* 
dt&ioQ,  with  which  he  ufually  concluded  his  Epiftles,  chap,  tii. 


CHAP.  h 

*thi  Apofile  falutes  the  church  at  Theffalonica,  ver*  v,  2.  Bleffet  God 
for  the  growing  flaU  of  their  love  and  patience*  3*  4,  And  encoura¬ 
ges  them  to  perfsvere  therein  under  all  their  Sufferings  for  Chrijl *  in 
e&nftderation  ef  his  coming  at  the  great  day  of  account*  to  execute 
righteous  judgment  on  his  and  their  enemies*  and  to  he  glorified  in  their 
own  complete  falvation*  which  the  apojlle  hoped  and  prayed  for  on  their 
behalf \  5, — 12. 


Text, 

PAUL*  *nd 
Sitnnvs  * 
and  Timothcsf, 
mito  the  church 
of  the  Tbefla.il>- 
utans,  ig  God 
our  Father,  and 
the  lull'd  tefu* 
thrift  : 


Parafhhase. 

"OAUL,  with  Sdas  and  Timothy*  who  afltfted  him  in 
*  planting  the  gofpel  amongyou*  the  church  at 
fahmea*  (A  2s  xvii.  4,  14,}  which  is  con  ft  i  rated  bf  be¬ 
lievers  in  God,  as  the  only  living  and  true  God,  in  di- 
fti nation  from  all  the  idols  of  the  heathen,  and  as  our 
covenant  God  and  Father;  and  of  believers  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  only  true  MdTiah,  in  diftinc- 

tion 


[31  Thefecond  Epifltt  U  t&e  Thkssal  0»i  A  ns  parapbrajO.  Ch.  f. 


»  Grac*  unto 

TQU,  and  pc»cc 
from  Gol  the 
Father,  and  tbc 

L«*dJefi*ChriA- 


j  W*  are 
b#cmd  Co  th*nk 
God  always  for 
yoo,  brethren,  as 
it  u  meet,  bc- 
a>i&  that  your 
feith  growth  ex" 
eccdtogiy,  and 
the  charily  of  c- 
wy  one  of  yon 
ill  toward*  each 
other  abouodiali ; 


4  So  that  »e 
•orfeires  jlory  in 
you  in  cJ.c  chur¬ 
ches  of  God,  for 
yrtir  patience  and 
faith  in  all  your 
pa  {teutons  and 
tribulations  that 
ye  endure. 


S  Which  h  a 
maoife/l  token  of 
the  righteous 
judgment  of  God, 
Um  ye  tmy  be 
counted  uoeihy 
of  i he  king  deni 
GotJj  f-r 
which 


tion  from  all  pretenders  to  that  character,  whom  the 
unbelieving  Jews  vainly  expeA.  We  join  in  fending 
a  fecoud  epiftle,  and  in  the  molt  affe&ionute  Chtiftian 
falutations,  as  we  did  in  the  former,  (fee  the  note  on 
l  Cor .  i.  I.)  cordially  wilhing  and  praying,  that  the  di¬ 
vine  favour,  with  all  its  fpecial  manifeftations,  fruits, 
and  effects,  and  every  kind  of  profperity  that  can  be 
included  in  the  term  peace.,  relating  to  God,  yourfelves 
and  others,  may  abound  towards  all,  and  every  one  of 
you,  by  the  free  gift  of  God  our  heavenly  Father,  at 
the  original  fountain  of  it,  and  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  the  only  mediator,  byandthrough  whom  il  is'jom* 
municated,  and  rendered  effectual  for  your  prefent  and 
eternal  happinefs. 

3  We,  refletiing  on  what  we  have  further  heard  of 
the  grace  of  God  toward  you,  fed  ourfdves  to  be  fweet- 
ly  con  (trained  unto  continual  thankful  acknowledge¬ 
ments  of  it  for  his  glory  j  and  to  blefs  his  holy  name  on 
your  behalf,  dear  brethren,  as  it  becomes  us,  and  we 
are  bound  in  duty  to  do*,  becaufe  your  faith,  which  his 
Spirit  wrought  in  you,  by  means  of  our  miniftry,  (t  E- 
pifl, !.  5. and  ii,  i.J  is  carried  on,  and  exceedingly  im¬ 
proved,  by  his  continued  aid  and  influence,  in  its  light, 
ftrenpth,  and  lively  exercife ;  and  your  brotherly  love, 
as  the  fruit  of  this  remaikably  growing  faith  is  propor- 
tionably  increafmg  in  its  fervor,  and  all  fuhable  expref- 
lions  and  demonttrations  of  it,  iu  every  one  of  you  to¬ 
wards  each  other. 

4  So  eminent  and  exemplary  are  thefe  graces  in  you  ; 
and  your  behaviour  under  the  greateft  trials  of  them  is 
fo  becoming  the  gofpel,  that  we  think  of,  and  mention 
you  with  high  eftcem,  honour  and  delight,  in  ail  the 
churches  of  the  living  God,  wherever  we  come,  for 
your  firmnefs  of  mind,  calm  fubmifTion  and  holy  refa¬ 
ction,  as  well  as  ftrong  and  lively  faith,  which  pro¬ 
duces  them,  in  bearing  up  with  a  truly  Chriilian  Spi¬ 
rit,  ami  llcdfalt  adherence,  to  Chrift  and  the  gofpel, 
under  all  the  fevere  perfections  and  afllitiinns  of  every 
kind,  that  ftill  attend  vou  for  his  fake,  as  ;hey  did  when 
ve  6rft  received  the  word  with  jov  in  the  Hoiy  Ghoft, 
(1  Tie/.  1.6,7.) 

5  This  carries  a  plain  demonftration  of 

God’s  having  judged  right,  in  permitting  you  to  be  cs- 
erctfed  with  thefe  troubles  which  turn  fo  much  to  bis 
glory  and  your  own  fpi ritual  benefit}  arid  it  is  an  evi¬ 
dent  proof  that  there  is  ajull  and  impartial  judgment  to 
come,  which  will  fet  all  things  to  rights,  that  ye  may 
be  deemed  5:  33d  meet  fubjeclsto  inheritthat  heavenly 

kingdom, 
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which  yt  »Ifi»  fiif-  kingdom,  which  God  hath  prepared  for  you  fratn  the 
ta ;  foundation  of  the  world*  [Mat.  ur.  34.)  1  and  it  is  on 

account  of  your  profeffed  expectation  of  this,  jbroogh 
Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  the  goipel,  that  poor  ene¬ 
mies  are  fo  feverc  upon  you  j  and  by  the  hope  of  this  ye 
are  animated  to  fufFer  ail  hard  (hips  with  cheerfulaelfl 
and  patience,  without  fainting  under  them,  (ice  the 
notes  on  3  Cor.  iv.  17.)  as  believing  that  the  iflue  of  all 
will  be  ia  your  unfpeakable  joy,  and  taeir  infiopportable 
ntifery  ; 

0  Siring  it  it  a  6  For  as  much  as  it  is  fuitable  to  the  rcCkirude  of 
r»|lttciiu*  thing  God's  nature  and  will,  law  and  government,  who' trill 
judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  and  whofr  judgment 
tion  to  cbcmctMt  is  according  to  truth,  to  intiicl  the  ferereit  punifhment 
trouble  you :  }n  due  time  upon  them  that  now  cruelly  perfscme  7004 

and  fo  to  retaliate,  juft  indignation  and -wrath,  tn’iu- 
Jation  and  anguijb  upon  them,  that  now  unjoitly  vex  and 
diftrefs  yon,  (Rom.  ii.  2,  j,  8,  9.) 

a  A*4  to  yw  7,  3  And  it  is  a  righteous  thing  wirh  God,  on  Chrift'a 
who  arc  troubled  account,  and  in  performance  oi  his  covenant  wirh  him 
tbe  *Lord**  jcful  an<1  his  members,  to  give  you  (**"r,r)  a  ccleafe  and  dif« 
flail  be  (swMfci  milHon,  in  due  time,  from  all  your  prefenr  tribulations, 
fry**  hewen,  an(i  an  entrance  into  a  flate  of  perfect  reft  and  peace, 
wspfU, K  ***  ly  together,  and  in  company  with  us,  his  tmniftring  ftr- 
s  in  Arming  vanrs,  and  your  fellow-fufferers  for  his  fake,  (1  Thejf. 
fur,  ubing  ven  jjj.  1V,  j  -  which  he  a/Fu  redly  will  do,  when  the  Lord 
that*  new  Z  JtfuSj  who  has  redeemed  us  by  his  precious  blood, 
God,  and  that  lhall  be  openly  manifefted,  and  every  eye  fball  fee  him, 
obey  nm  the  j^f-  at  hts  dcrlcending  from  heaven,  from  whence  we  look- 
Jdm  thrift.  for ttie  Saviour,  (Pbtl,  ui.  20.)  with  a  grand,  retinae 
of  all  his  holy  angels,  who  excel  in  ftiength,.  and  were, 
created  by,  and  for  him,  and  (ball  attend  to  do  bis  will, 
as  his  romifters  in  that  day,  (Mat,  xiii,  49,  eo.  and 
xxiv.  31.)  and  he  ihall  be  revealed  in  the  molt  anguffc 
and  tremendous  manner,  as  coming  with  flames  of 
fire  all  aronnd  him,  to  burn  up  tbe  earth,  and  tbe  wick¬ 
ed  that  are  therein,'  (2  Pet.  ili.  10.)  and  to  execute 
wrath  on  all  thole  that  continue  in  their  fins,  ftrangers 
to  the  true  knowledge  of  God,  and  rebellions  againft 
the  light  of  nature,  It  ice  the  Geatiiet  that  did  not  glo¬ 
rify  htm  as  God  \  and  on  all  thole  that  are  dtfobrdient 
to  the  gracious  calls  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Cbrift 
in  his  gofpti,  like  the  unbelieving  Jews,  and  all  that 
reje£t  him. 

9  Both  rhefe  forts  of  (inner*  (hall  be  feverdypunifhed, 
not  by  an  annihilation  of  their  being,  but  by  an  eter- 
vcr^iiojiiarMc-  na!  lofs  of  all  happmefs  i  by  a  total  banifhment  from 
ti,n  :scm  the  his  blissful  prefence,  2nd  from  all  the  .glorious  effeiU 

(jH  ills* 


To  When  he 
#h1L  cftroe  to  be 
Sf«  lifted  in  Ms 
£unt^  nod  to  be 
admired  m  all 
them  that  believe 
(banufc  our  tefti- 
Way  among  you 
’•tt  belitvtd)  in 
tfcstday. 
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I-otJ,  and  f.om  or  his  faving  power,  which  will  be  manifefted  in  the 
pywtr^  °  *  (wr*  10,}  and  by  fuffering  the  greateft  mife* 

ries  in  foul  and  body  from  his  own  immediate  hand, 
who  is  eve  y-where  prefemin  being  and  operation,  and 
from  terribly  glorious  impreflions  of  his  Almighty  power 
upon  them, 

i©  This  is  what  he  will  certainly  do,  to  the  utter  con- 
fufion  and  rum  of  his  and  your  enemies,  at  the  very 
time  when  he  will  appear  to  your  joy,  jnd  will  come 
to  be  glorified  in  a  Faithful  performance  of  all  his  pro* 
mifes  unto  the  complete  faivanon  of  his  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple,  who  are  fandified  by  faith  in  him,  and  to  be  gio* 
rified  by  them  in  their  exalted  praifes  for  it  ;  and  ihall 
come  to  be  adored  by  all  true  believers  with  rranfpotts 
of  joyful  aftontfhnKOti  and  with  humble  and  thankful 
wonder  at  his  grace,  and  at  the  great  and  glorious 
things  fte  has  done  for  and  in  them,  which  will  reflect 
a  glory  upon  him  ;  and  this  will  be  with  envious  amaze* 
ntent  of  their  enemies  to  fee  them,  whom  they  fo  much 
defpifed  and  opprefled  before,  fo  highly  favoured  and 
honoured  by  their  great  Lord,  ih  the  day  of  judgment  j 
becaufe  they  will  then  be  found  among  thofe  that  cor¬ 
dially  embraced  the  teftitnony,  that  we  his  fervantsgave 
to  his  perfon  arid  offices,  and  to  his  final  appearance,  in 
our  preaching  tbegofpel,  which  will  be  eminently  con¬ 
firmed,  as  the  truth  of  God,  to  their  richeft  advantage 
in  that  day, 

u  And  according  to  our  hope  of  your  efcaping  all 
the  terrors,  and  ftiaring  in  all  the  bkflednefs  and  glory 
of  that  important  day,  we  are  continually  recommend¬ 
ing  you  in  our  dated,  earned,  and  a  (fed  ion  ate  prayers 
to  the  God  of  all  grace,  whom  we  humbly  claim  as 
our  covenant-God,  that  be  would  carry  on,  and  per¬ 
fect  his  good  work  in  your  fouls,  to  make  you  meet  and 
fit  perfons,  in  his  gracious  account,  to  inherit  all  rhe 
bleffings  of  his  kingdom  of  glory,  {ver*  j.)  ro  which 
he  hath  called  you  by  the  gofpel;  and  that  he  would 
fill  up  (rxwpwnj  what  yet  remains  to  be  fulfilled  of  all 
the  free  and  fovereign  purpofes  of  his  kindnefi,  love, 
and  grace  toward  you,  and  his  eminently  good  work  of 
faith  in  you,  unto  all  patient,  confirmed  and  lively  ex* 
ercifes,  and  Hill  further  increafes  of  it,  and  of  its  fruits 
erf  righteoufnefs,  till  it  be  finillted  by  the  powerful  ope¬ 
ration  of  his  Spirit  in  you* 

l%  That  fo  the  perfon,  authority,  and  doftrinc  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  highly  exalt¬ 
ed  in  your  efteem,  and  in  their  happy  and  glorious  ef¬ 
fects  upon  you,  and  may  be  glorified  in  heart  and  life 


tt  Wherefore 
alfo  we  pray  al¬ 
ways  foe  yen* 
tfiat  our  God 
wovld  count  you 
worthy  of  this 
cftHiag,  and  ful¬ 
fil  all  the  good 
pleasure  of  hit 
fcnduc&^  and  the 
wnifc  of  faith 
wtth  power* 


i*  That  the 
of  our 

IiOtd  Jcfbs Chrift 
nay  he  glorified 
io  you,  arid  ye 
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by  you  j  and  chat  ye  may  arrive  at  the  m oft  glorlont 
ft  ate  of  perfect, joy  and  praife,  by  virtue  of  your  union 
with  bim,  according  to  the  free  favour  of  our  gracious 
God,  who  hath  appointed  you  to  it,  and  of  the  Lord 
Jtfus  Cbrift,  who  hath  purchased  it  for  you,  promifed 
it  to  you,  and  will  beftow  it  upon  you* 

RE  COLLECTIONS* 

How  fokirni  and  augiift  wiltChrift's  appearance  to  judgment  be  at  the  Taft  day! 
Ihjw  tremendous  to  iinum  t  And  how  tranfporiing  to  believers  i  He  will  then 
be  vifibly  fttn,  as  coming  from  heaven  with  awful  majefty,  and  furrounding  holla 
angch;  a  Harne  of  fire  will  go  before  him  to  devour  his  enemies ;  and  he  wjH 
execute  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  in  taking  dreadful  vengeance  on  thofe 
that  Rifle  the  light  of  nature,  and  rebel  againft  the  clearer  Tight  of  the  gofpd  of 
Chrift*  aud  onfall  the  pedecutors  of  hi?  church  and  people;  They  frail  be  batiUh* 
ed  his  blifsful  prefence,  and  puntfhed  with  immediate  imprefrons  of  his  A  Mighty 
power  upon  them  to  their  everJaftir.g  deftmdtion*  But  with  what  a  different  af- 
pe£l,  and  to  what  better  purpofea  will  be,  at  the  fame  time,  mamfeft  himWF  to 
lutcere  believers,  whofe  hearts  are  purified  by  faith  1  He  will  come  to  be  glorified 
and  admired  in  them ;  and  they  fhail  be  glorified  in  and  with  him,  as  members 
in  union  with  him.  Happy  fouls  1  who  are  brought  cordially  to  believe  the  di¬ 
vine  tcrtioiony  that  is  given  in  the  gofpel  concerning  him,  and  tlwt  frail  be  con* 
firmed,  with  a  glorious  accompliftment  of  1 1  to  themfelm  in  the  peat  day* 
V^  hat  thanks  are  due  to  God  on  their  behalf  \  How  juftly  may  his  fervanlv 
glory  10  thefe  objefta  of  bis  love,  and  in  its  powerful  effects  upon  them  1 
And  with  what  patience,  faith,  and  hope*  may  they  themfclves  endure  all  tri¬ 
bulations  that  befiU  them,  in  view  and  ,profpe£t  of  this  bkffed  day,  when  the 
righteous  God  will,  according  to  his  promife*  and  the  merit  of  his  Son,  make 
them  a  rich  amends  for  all  their  fufferingt  for  bim  !  May  grace  and  peace 
be  multiplied  to  them  from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  C  brill  1 
May  all  the  good  plcrafure  of  God’i  goodoefs,  and  the  work  of  faith,  be 
fulfilled  in  them  with  power,  by  perfecting  all  that  concerns  them,  in  order 
to  their  glorifying  the  name  of  Cbrift  in  this  world,  and  their  bring  glorified 
with  him  in  the  world  to  come,  according  to  the  freenclk  and  riches  of  the 
Father  and  Son's  grace,  at  revealed  in  the  gofpd  \ 


CHAP*  n. 

Tit  apofile  taut  fans  tit  ThdTaJonians  againft  an  erroneous  notion,  at 
though  th  time  <f  CbriJTs  coming  to  th  final  judgment  were  jufi  at 
hand ,  1,  2 *  Jjfitrts  them  that  there  would  firjl  be  a  general  apqftacj 
from  th  faith f  and  j  revealing  of  the  antichrifiian  man  of  fin* 
wham  he  deferibes  by  his  rife,  reign9  and  ruin ,  and  jhews  the  jufi 
defiruffion  that  would  come  upon  hit  infatuated  fuhjeBs,  that  had 
pleafiire  in  unrightemfnefs,  3,-12-  ftut  hlejfts  God  for  the  feepritj 
of  the  Theffalonians  from  ajxfiacyt  ly  virtue  of  their  eternal  ele&ioi 7* 
and  effeBual  calling,  and  thereupon  repeats  his  exhortation  to  jled * 
faftrufs,  and  prays  for  them,  13, — 17. 

Text.  ttAVTNG  now,  my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  toen* 
^  courage  and  comfort  you  under  all  your  prefenc 
ibrcilT  by"1  ihe  tribulations*  reminded  you  of  tbe  glorious  coming  of 

Ctuiilj 


lit  him,  mor¬ 
el  in  g  to  the  grace 
of  our  God,  and 
the  Lord  Jthi 
ChriA, 
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rwnmj  rf  ot-  Chrift,  which  will  be  to  your  unfpeakable  joy,  and  the 
art?  i*™ ir  p*  everiafting  deflrucHon  of  all  his  and  your  enemies, 
tbrri&g  together  {chap,  i*  6, — lo.)  I,  with  whom  Si/vanus  and  Timtfhj 
unto  him,  join,  {chap*  i*  I.)  proceed  to  another  principal  defign 

of  ihU  epiitlc,  which  is  to  rectify  a  mitluke,  that  fome 
have  been  led  into,  as  though  Chrift  were  now  Hidden* 
Iy  coming  to  judgment.  We  therefore  tarncftly  in* 
treat)  and  folemniy  adjure  you,  by  your  belief,  expec¬ 
tation,  and  defire  of  the  awful  coming  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  final  judgment  of  all  man* 
kind,  at  the  jaft  day;  and  by  your  hopes  of  being  then 
gathered  together  with  us,  and  with  all  his  faints,  in 
the  general  aJIembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born,  to 
meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  to  be  ever  with  him  in 
his  biifclul  prefence,  (r  Thcjf.  iv,  17*)  f  we  befeech  you 
to  think  ferioufly  about  an  affair  of  fuch  vaft  import* 
ance. 


%  That  y*  a  That  ye  may  not  eafily,  and  fofoon  after  the  in* 

V*  ftruftions  we  have  given  you  relating  to  it,  be  milled 

uortlul,  neither  into  an7  notions,  contrary  thereunto,  that  would  dif* 
by  fpirit^  nor  by  concert,  or  flagger  your  minds,  or  throw  them  into 
£2'  from  Pe(PIeJtiEy  aad  confution,  by  means  cf  any  falfe  fuggef* 
us  at  that  the  tions  that  are  fpread  among  you,  either  by  mere  pre* 
fey  ofCbrittim  tenders  to  a  fpirit  of  prophecy,  or  by  ignoranr,  or  dc- 
“®*  figning  mifconflruttions  of  what  we  have  delivered  by 

word  of  mouth,  or  by  writing  in  our  former  epiftle, 
{ehapAv*  15, - 18*)  or  by  appeals  to  fpurious  writ¬ 

ings,  or  traditions,  that  are  forged  and  fathered  upon 
us,  as  though,  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  ways  we  had 
affirmed,  or  at  Jeaft  given  intimations,  from  which  it 
might  be  gathered  as  our  opinion,  that  the  day  of  our 
bleffed  Lord's  glorious  appearing  to  the  final  judgment 
were  juft  now  inftantly  coming  on  ;  whereas  no  fuch 
thing  was  ever  hid,  or  defigned  to  be  fuggefted  by  us; 
and  your  belief  of  it  would  be  of  dangerous  confequence, 
Cnee  upon  your  being  difappoinfed  of  your  expectation, 
as  yc  certainly  would,  with  refpeit  to  the  time  of  his 
coining,  ye  might  be  tempted  to  difbelieve  hie  ever 
coming  at  all;  and  to  conclude  againit  tbs  truth  of  the 

whole 


N  o 

f  That  thUfamtiitfChrift  retires,  notto 
his  coming  to  the  deltnt&iofl  of 
fcqcto  the  final  judgment,  fe  very  evident, 
ber*nJi  this  is  (He  fenfe  in  which  the  apofrte 
all  along  fpeaks  of  hit  coming  in  this  and 
his  former  cpifile.  See  fir  ft  Eptjt*  ti»  19.  and 
\lu  13*  and  iv.  13* — 17.  and  v*  1,  and 
fcrund  Epijt*  i.  45, — 10  )’ And  as  the  prepo- 
fiiion  (va-#f)  with  a  genitive  cafe,  often  itg- 
fcihes  rjrrjJg  or  a  fev  *  arid  the  fMwpif 


T  E, 

VCrGnm,  and  Th^iphUatt' %  manuJcript  render? 
it  amtfrxtisgi  rthc  paraph  rale  girct  a  hint  of 
that  fenfe*  though,  whh  the  gttttrsJky.of 
commentators*  i  prefer  the  other,  which 
puts  (urcr)  fer 

fccKi*  to  fet  the  meaning  of  this  pafiage  in 
tin:  calif  it  light*  and  to  be  mu  If  agr&aaTe  » 
ihe  a  po file's  frequent  ni a  oner  of  &djurMh.>ij 
in  important  cafes,  which  hcAiCb  Luj  oJcd 
in  fir-t  cptlUc,  Ccj/Vt*  *7, 
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whole  gofpel  iifelf,  of  which  this  is  fo  cffcntial  an 
article. 

j  Let  no  m*n  3  Take  beed  that  no  man  impofe  upon  you,  or  fe- 
ar^meiM"  for  **uce  you  ‘nt0  **1'9  Pcf»>cioMS  notion,  by  thefe  or  any 
that  daj  jhallini  other  pretences  whatfoeverj  there  being  no  truth  in  it: 
«ne  cKcepubsrc  for  we  row  allure  you  by  divine  revelation,  that  the 
w*yC  fall,  "'and  day  of  judgment  is  at  a  remoter  diftance,  and  will 

that  man’ of  An  not  come,  till  after  there  Cull  be  a  remarkable  and  ge- 
te  revealed,  the  netal  apoftacy  from  the  faith,  worfhip,  and  hotinefs  of 
fon  of  perditwu .  gofpei,  and  an  antichritliati'^xiwer,  con  filling  of  a 
fucolfion  of  impious  men,  (hall  be  made  manifeft, 
which  for  fubtilty  and  ftrcngtb,  in  countenancing  and 
propagating  the  vileft  corruption  of  doctrines  and  man¬ 
ners,  may  be  fitly  ityled,  Dy  way  of  eminence,  that 
man  of  fin  *,  who  will  fet  up  himfelf,  and  be  difeover. 
etl  in  the  plaineit  cbara&ers,  by  being  at  the  head  of 
all  abominable  wickcdnefs,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  4.) 
under  the  CHriftian  name  ;  who  alfo  may  be  called  the 
fon  tf  perdition^  as  he  will  caufe  the  tleftruGion  of  the 
fouls  and  bodies  of  multitudes,  and  as  he  himfclf  will 
be  deftroyed,  or  go  into  perdition ,  and  be  cajl  into  the 
lake  of  fire  and  brim/lone,  (Rev.  xvii.  1 1.  and  xix.  20.) 

4  Who  oppo-  c  This  man  of  fin  is  emphatically  the  great  antichriS , 
himfeir  aW  ail  wb°»  confiderjng  mm  as  arrived  at  the  height  of  his 
ih it  is  called  temporal  and  ecclefiaftical  dignity,  is  an  oppofer  of 
wortbi^  a'*'  fo  ’n  *he  perfection  and  glory  of  all  his  offices, 

rt»t  he*a*  GtJ  and  a  cruel  perfecutor  of  his  members:  he  alfo,  accor- 

Citnh  to  the wm-  ding  to  Daniel1 6  prophecy,  [chap,  xi.  36  )  magnifies 

pleof  Ocd.ftcw-  himfelf  above,  and  a  Humes  fovereign  authority  over 
Lei*  c*d.  kings  and  emperors,  who,  on  account  of  their  office, 
are  Ityled  Godt,  (Pfai.  Ixxxii.  1.  6.)  and  in  the  title  of 
the  iisman  emperors,  are  called  AuguJ})  (»*<•«)  as  if 
they  were  to  be  worthipped  j  and  he  exalts  himfelf  a* 
hove  the  gods  of  the  heathen,  by  claiming  a  greater  and 
more  extenGve  power  in  heaven,  earth,  and  bell,  than 

ever  was  alien  bed  to  any  one  of  them  *,  yea,  above  the 

true 


NOTE. 

*  “  That  man  of  ho,  the  fon  »f  ptrdi*  itfpetlto  44  that  which  wiO*  hold*  and  he 
n  tion,”  ihau>h  mentioned  ia  the  lingulae  44  who  now  let*,  and  veil!  let,  till  it  be  ta. 
number,  Ggnifics  not  merely  any  one  parti*  44  ken  away,"  ver.  6,  f.  which,  (ns  many  of 
cular  perfon ;  but  a  lucre  [lion  of  men,  in  the  ancient  fathers  ttnderflood  it,  and  ihtf  e- 
like  manner  aa  the  fucceflk®  of  the  iingt  vent  afterward*  proved)  pofoted  at  the  beJ- 
and  bigb  prieftt  of  Sftatl  wcrwfpokea  of  as  then  Roman  Empire,  or  Empersn  at  the 
though  they  bad  bean  but  one  perfon,  id  de-  head  of  it,  in  a  iiiecelSon  of  them,  tluiogh 
foribing  their  charaOcn,  and  the  four  con*  the  spoftlc  him*  this  with  great  caution,  on. 
ran  in  j  them.  beat.  xvii.  14, “to.  Lev.  ly  in  a  covert  way,  to  avrud  pvin  z  offence 
x*i.  10, — 1  j.  Sami.  xkxt.  %$,  18.  and  to  the  Emperor,  and  provoking  his  wrath 
Htb.  ix.  y.  and  this  is  interpreted  to  mean  egainll  the  ChriAians,  as  a  leditiou*  fort  of 
any  high  pridl  in  his  day ;  and  the  whole  people,  that  fomented  notions  tending  ta 
order  of  them  together  is  meant  by  the  tigt  the  dcltruflion  of  the  Remo/i  Empire. 
prrrjl.  The  lame  alfo  may  be  obferved  with 
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(  Remember 

yc  wit*  that, 

when  I  y*t 

w«b  yon,  1  told 
yoQ  ihcfc  tbiagtf 


true  God  himfelf,  who  h  the  only  obje£t  of  religious 
adoration j  by  difpenfing  with  hi#  laws,  and  ordering, 
in  direct  contradiftion  to  his  command,  (Mat*  ir.  10. 
fee  the  note  there)  that  religious  worftiip  ftiould  be  paid 
to  creatures  and  images  which  is  due  to  God  alone, 
and  by  requiring  a  more  abfolute  obedience  to  his  own 
authority,  than  to  the  commands  of  God  himfelf:  To 
that,  as  the  true  God  formerly  refided  in  the  temple  of 
JtrufaUm^  this  grand  anticbrift  feats  himfelf,  as  od  his 
throne,  in  the  church,  which  is  fpoken  of  as  iht  tcm~ 
pit  of  God}  (i  Cor,iii,  i6,  17.  and  2  Cor  vf.  16.)  and 
by  eaercifing  fupreme  authority  over  it,  giving  laws  to, 
and  receiving  divine  titles  and  homage  from  it,  in  its 
spoliate  Hate,  he  makes  a  vain  (hew,  as  if  be  really 
were  God  ft 

5  Have  ye  been  fo  carelefs  as  to  have  forgotten  for- 
mer  notices  of  thtfe  things  i  this  Teems  to  be  the  cafe 
with  fomc  of  you.  But  cannot  ye  now  recoiled,  ye 
certainly  might,  that  I  Paul  myfeif*,  when  perfonally 
preaching  to,  and  converting  with  you  ^xTheffaionica^ 
gave  you  fuflicienc  intimations,  that  the  day  of  Chiift'i 
coming  to  judgment  is  not  juft  at  hand*  out  that,  in 
the  courfe  of  divine  difpenfations,  there  mull  be  fir  it  a 


H  O  'T  E 


general 


^  AO  theft  characters  of  tie  m an  of  fin  ue 
plainly applicable  to,  and  ctcmplifietl  in  po- 
pny,  incloJWe  of  the  hierarchy  of  finw, 
w  the  FVpe  v  the  head  of  it,  in  fucetflWt 
feneration*;  and  fully  agree  to  none  that 
ha*  appeared  la  ibe  vurld  befidrt  them  1 
for  they  are  monfters  of  vickedneft,  that 
arc  guilty  of,  and  patronize  cruel  perfccu~ 
tioos,  previous  bracket  of  faiths  and  ido¬ 
latrous  worlhip  of  faints,  angels,  and  ima* 
get;  and  that  encourage  all  manner  of  ini- 
by  p  ret  coded  pardon*,  and  indulges- 
mi,  and  licencing  henifea  of  debauchery  j 
and  They,  though  not  profcf&dly,  yet  really 
+ppo  ft  Chri (Hit  all  hit  office*;  in  hit  pr&* 
ff-tafaiEo e,  by  teaching  for  doftrines  the 
command mentt  of  men ;  in  bit  prirfifj  of- 
fee,  by  the  dodhine  of  merit,  the  Edifice 
of  the  raft,  and  joining  faints  and  augeli, 
m  intfittflon  with  Ctuilt  i  and  in  his  ting- 
A  office,  by  difpen ling  with  hit  laws,  and 
feting  up  the  Pope,  at  the  fuprcroc  bead  of 
thcchorch*  Andforaeof  their  Popes  have 
,  treated  king*  and  emperots  with  infblent 
contempt,  at  their  t* fills,  to  be  depofrd,  or 
foihroneii,  at  their  pleasure;  have  e atom* 
OTonicatcd  them,  and  ablblvcd  their  fubjeA* 
from  allegiance  to  themi  other*  have  trod 
on  the  neck*  of  emperort,  kick'd  off  their 
frown*  with  their  feet,  and  let  them  on  with 
their  fee;  again,  and  obliged  thuu  to  buU 


the  Pope**  iHrnap,  when  he  alighted  from, 
or  mounted  his  horfe,  Thefe  naughty  cc- 
clcjjiftical  tyrants  have  let  themfelm  in  the 
pbee  of  God,  by  afliutiing  authority  over 
the  fouls  and  confciencc*  of  men,  and  ad~ 
rakting  of  biafphemnus  adoration*,  under 
the  titles  of  a  H  God  on  earth,  and  the  Lord 
**  God  the  Pope;11  and  they  hare  ciaJted 
thtnfelvci  even  above  God  himfelf,  by  not 
only  repealing  bis  laws,  but  making  the 
whole  authority  of  his  word  to  depend  on 
the  authority  of  the  dinrch*  Thefe,  and 
fuch  like  things,  arc  notorious  in  the  church 
of  /  and  the  dcftription  here  given  of 
her,  Hands  in  good  agrcerDfrnt  with  the  re- 
procuration  that  is  made  of  the  Konttfl  uni- 
chrifUan  power  in  the  Ktvrh!hnt  under  the 
figure*  of  “  Myfteiy,  KiLylon,  the  great 
**  wbore  that  fits  on  many  water*,  the  beaft 
f<  and  the  Jallc  prophet*  ’* 

*  The  apoflle  here  refers  to  what  he  had 
laid  to  ihe  Tixjft Unions  in  hit  peifonal  tni- 
iriltryand  conversion,  in  which  it  it  rca- 
fonably  fuppoAd,  that  he  had  delivered  more 
thing*,  relating  to  thole  points,  to  which 
he  here  appeals,  than  are  to  be  found,  or 
were  proper  to  bo  wrote,  in  hit  firft  tpiOls 
to  them  ;  ncvordingJy  he  {peaks,  vrr.  i;% 
of  the  fradittijs  they  had  received  bj  ^ctd, 
is^wdl  1*  by  his  epiflle.  (ice  the  note 
there.) 
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$  And  now 
ye  kn**w  what 
u  :thhnld(th,  that 
he  might  be  re* 
vided  jq  his 
ihav. 


y  Fflrthc  my* 
ft^ry  of  iniqui¬ 
ty  doth  already 
M-ork  i  only  he 
ivho  now  Letteth 
-unli  Uty  until  he 
hr  taken  out  of 
l lw  way; 


S  And  then 
£  mil  that  wicked 
lie  revealed,  whom 
lEic  Lord  (ball 
oi:ifume  with  the 
fpirit  of  his 
mouth,  and  null 
tkftff>y  with  the 
S'-  i^itnefs  of  hU 
*v.w:rs£ ; 


general  defeftion  from  the  faith,  and  the  rife  of  the 
anrichriftian  man  of  fin  ? 

6  And  if  ye  duly  refleft  upon  what  I  have  told  you 
by  word  of  mouth,  and  have  now  added  in  this  Epiftle, 
ye  may  eafify  gather  what  it  is  that  at  prefem  retrains 
and  hinders  the  complete  revelation  of  the  man  of  Gn, 
as  the  head  of  the  great  apoflacy ;  it  may  well  be  fup* 
pofed  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  though  dangerous 
to  fpeak  it  out,  (fee  the  note  on  ver,  3*}  that  it  is  the 
heathen  Roman  empire  undtrr  one  political  head,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  form  in  which  it  now  fubfiits-  This 
mull  be  taken  away  to  make  room  for  the  intcoduo 
tion  of  the  head  of  the  npoftacy,  that  he  may  be  mani- 
ftfted  in  the  height  of  his  power  and  authority,  pomp 
and  grandeur,  iu  his  proper  feafon,  jccordiug  to  the 
appointed  time  of  Cod  for  it* 

7  For  the  great  defection,  winch  may  juftjy  be  called 
the  mji/Iery  ej  iniquity,  or  of  that  wcheJ  one7  (vn\  S.) 
on  account  of  the  fccrecy  and  fubtiky  of  its  fpreading, 
and  the  unfcarchablc  depth  of  (in  and  eiror  that  ts 
wrapt  up  in  ir,  and  will  hereafter  more  plainly  and  as¬ 
perity  Ihew  iti’cjf,  and  begins  already  to  diflhic  Its  ma¬ 
lignant  influence  in  pride  and  w  urldfy-mimiednefs,  will— 
worihip,  and  worihipping  of  angels,  and  in  corrupting 
the  pure  doftrine  of  jultiiicjrion,  as  though  it  were  to 
be  by  the  works  of  the  law  ;  this  would  quickly  appear 
iu  all  its  power  and  wide  went,  were  it  not  that  the 
imperial  Pagan  government,  which  hitherto  prevents 
it,  will  continue  i'o  to  do,  till  this  obftacte  be  removed, 

8  And  then,  through  the  growing  a  mbit  ion  and  lux¬ 

ury  of  ecclefiaflics,  under  the  protection  and  indulgence 
of  Chrifliau  emperors,  and  by  means  of  rhe  diviGun  of 
the  empire  itfeU  into  ten  kingdoms,  whidr  will  give 
their  power  to  the  beatt,  {Rev*  xvji.  ta,  1;*.  Uz  tha 
note  there}  that  wicked  one  will  mount  the  throne,  like 
a  lawlefs  perfon,  who  will  difpcnle  with,  and 

exalt  bis  authority  above*  all  laws  human  and  divine, 
and  be  fubjedt  to  no  law  htcnfelf :  But  be  it  known,  for 
the  comfort  of  the  true  church,  that  in  the  divinely  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  he,  with  all  his  hierarchy,  authority,  and 
grandeur,  (hall  certainly  Gnk  and  fall;  whom  the  Lord 
jefus  Chrift  will  begin  to  blaft  by  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel  in  its  purity  and  power,  and  by  fpiriting  up  a 
fet  of  brave,  reformers  to  oppofc,  and  proieft  again  ft  his 
fupremacy,  and  all  his  corruptions  in  doQrine  and  wor- 
fhip;  and  he  will  afterward  more  eminently  flay  him* 
and  all  his  adherents,  as  with  a  fword,  by  the  judicial 
femence  that  will  proceed  from  his  mouth,  and  b*  «- 

VOL.  V.  t  I 
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p  Evf.i  hi™ 
vK>jc  c^minE  is 
■(ter  the  walking 
ttf  with 

ItJ  po^cri  anfi 

ard  lyh*$ 

coders, 


la  And  *lth 
all  dwivab  tenets 
oF  u  aright  coxal- 
Itefi  in  thrm  tJiaC 
psrrft  ;  became 
they  receded  not 
the  love  of  the 
Vulhy  tha:  they 
rtyght  be  iweiL 


TJ  A^d  for 
tlii'  rjLiic  God 
(hall  fend  ih*m 
ftrong  dclufioot 
that  they  -thou id 
Vdicvea  lic  ; 


ecuted  by  his  command*  and  by  his  word  and  Spirit, 
when  be  lhall  fee  up  hie  glorious  kingdom  of  truth, 
righteoufnefs,  joy,  and  peace  in  the  earth  $  and  final, 
ly,  by  his  coming  to  judge  the  world,  and  take  venge¬ 
ance  on  all  his  enemies  in  their  utter  deftrudtion  at  the 
laft  day  :  In  thtfc  various  ways  it  may  be  faid,  in  the 
language  of  antient  prophecy,  that  he  Jbeil  finite  the 
earth  -with  the  rod  oj  his  mouthy  and  with  the  breath  of 
his  tips  he  j ball  flay  the  earth*  (If*,  xi.  4.) 

9  The  manner  of  this  wicked  one's  introducing  and 
fupporting  bis  tyranny  and  errors,  which  (hall  at  length 
be  deftroyed,  will  be  in  imitation  of  the  father  of  lies , 
who  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  and  abode  not 
in  the  truth,  (John  vHt.  44.)  and  under  his  influence, 
according  to  the  energy  of  his  operation,  who 

works  rfFcftually  (ttifyuM**)  j/i  the  children  of  difobedi • 
once:  (Ephef.  ii.  2.)  And  this  wicked  one  wilt  exert 
him  felt,  for  upholding  and  promoting  his  abominable 
empire,  with  all  his  might,  under  a  pretence  of  power 
from  God  for  it  $  and  with  fham  pretences  to  miracles, 
and  to  wonderful  works  of  a  fopernatural  kind,  like 
what  our  Lord  htmfelf  performed,  (fee  the  note  on 
affts  ii.  22.)  but  which,  in 'this  pretender,  are  all  a 
cheat  to  irnpofe  upon,  and  deceive  the  nations  of  the 
earth. 

>0  And,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  diabolical  fpirir, 
the  apoftacy  will  be  carried  on,  under  its  papal  head, 
with  all  fubtle  and  tricking  arts,  managed  by  the  molt 
unrighteous  methods  to  delude  thole  that  comply  with 
them,  to  their  own  utter  perdition  ;  becaufe  thro'  the 
earnality  and  corruption  of  their  own  hearts,  and  the 
malignant  influence  of  Satan*  which  they  readily  yield¬ 
ed  themfelves  up  to,  they  did  not  cordially  receive  Chrift 
in  the  whole  of  his  charafter,  who  is  the  Truth,  (John 
xiv.  6.)  nor  would  embrace  the  truth  and  purity  of  the 
gofpet  concerning  him,  with  approbation,  that  they 
might  obtain  falvation  according  to,  and  by  means  of 
that  revelation,  which  (hows  the  only  way  to  eternal 
life  through  him. 

1 1  Ami  therefore,  as  they  did  not  like  to  retain  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  God  in  his  righteous  judg¬ 
ment  for  the  punilhmenr  of  their  iniquity  in  its  own 
kind*  will  deliver  them  up  to  the  dreadful  efficacy  of 
error,  as  the  chofen  way  of  their  own 

wicked  inclinations,  and  to  a  judicial  hardnefs  of  heart, 
and  the  power  of  the  god  of  this  world  who  bibids  their 
minds,  (fee  the  note  cn  Rom.  ix.  18.)  that  they  might 
give  their  free  affent  and  confcnt  to  dclufivc  forgeries 

fuperftitioui 
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ji  That  they 
all  might  Ins 
o**nncd  who  be¬ 
ared  aoc  the 
tr^th,  but  hj<| 
picture  ij)  tin- 
n^htetmihe's* 


j;  But  we  are 
tound  to  give 
thinks  alway  to 
GjJ  for  ygut 
brethren,  b:lov<?d 
vi  the  LorJ>  bc- 
Ciiijrt  Cud  bath 

tr»m  the  begin¬ 
ning  cbgJbfl  you 
to  a)v4th>u,  thro’ 
Jjiitiihcitioa  of 
ibtdjiinr^  and  be* 

ikl  01  the  trath: 


fuperftjtions  and  idolatry,  fabulous  legends,  and  mon- 
ftrous  dotWnes  and  practices*  that  have  no  truth  in 
them;  but  arc  all  a  heap  of  fallhood  and  lying  vani¬ 
ties  ; 

12  They  fliall  be  juftly  left  to  the  power  of  this  foo- 
lifb  and  perverfe  dilpofmoa  of  their  own  evil  hearts^ 
that  according  to  their  dtferts,  all  of  them  {*|5i&snri}  might 
be  judged  and  condemned,  and  righteoufly  puniihed 
with  the  rnoft  awful  dettrudion,  who  mifbelieved  and 
reje&ed  Ohrid,  and  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  5  but,  on 
the  contrary*  were  exceeding  fond  of,  and  took  de* 
light  in  all  wicked  defigns,  words  and  deeds,  frauds 
and  perfections,  as  what  are  molt  agreeable  to  their 
own  corrupt  tafle. 

13  But  as  to  you,  our dear  Chnflian  brethren,  whom 
we  think  of  with  pleafure,  as  thofe  whom  the  Lord 
httnfdf  peculiarly  loves,  and  will  prefer ve  from  thi3 
dreadful  apoftacy,  We  have  this  ro  fay  for  your  comfort, 
that  in  every  remembrance  of  you ,  {Phil,  i.  3,)  we  can* 
not  but  look  upon  ourfelves  as  bound  in  duty  and  af¬ 
fection  to  blefs  God  heartily  on  your  behalf;  becaufe 
we  are  well  fatisfied,  by  what  we  faw  of  the  powerful  ef«* 
ficacy  of  the  gofpel  upon  you,  when  ye  firft  received 
it,  (1  Thejf*  u  2,-5.  fee  the  notes  there)  ami  by  what  we 
have  fince  heard  of  its  happy  and  holy  fruit*,  as  they 
continue  ftill  further  to  appear  in  you,  (chap*  j,  3,  4*) 
that  God,  of  his  own  mere  grace,  has  from  the  begin* 
ring  of  the  world,  yea,  from  all  eternity  *,  made  a 
fpeciaJ  choice  of  you  to  complete  filvatian  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  (1  Thejf*  v,  9  )  as  the  final  happinefs  which  he 
defigned  to  bring  you  to,  through  the  renovation  of 
your  whole  fouls  in  knowledge*  righteoufnefs,  and  true 
holinefs,  after  the  image  of  God,  which  is  wrought  in 
you  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  without  which  no  min  jball fee 
the  Lord,  (Heb.  xii*  14*)  and  through  a  fiducial  emit 


NOTE. 

*  Br  fr*  n;  ffo  ji*  fome  would  tinder*  *<■  having  clicrfbti  vs  In  Chri/t  before  the 

rt-inri  froiTi  the  *?£  tta'gvfpc)*?  be-  if  foundation  of  the  *or'd,  that  \vc  mijtht 

itfjj  preached  to  and  received  by  th tta  :  but  **  be  holy  and  vritbout  3*h:iiic  before  hhu  in 
in  the  next  v*rie,  the  a  pottle  fpeafcs  of  love,11  (Epb'  *■  4  )  AH  this  fliow-,  ihat 
th;ir  being  tailed  by  ike  $pjptl  as  i  difHnft  hh  fhe  Thtlfafoxuiitiy  by  the  got  pel* 

(lunjr,  in  contrqwenccof  CJed^i  haWog  dto*  is  to  be  diifinjtu  fbed  from  h'.s  having  tbc*'** 
leu  them  from  me  beginning,  according  ro  and  that  htsitavic  *  ebafsn  tbe-n 

Tth^c  he  bad  iaid,  j  Rfifi*  i-  4.  J*  of  the  hyinohty  U  ro  be  un  derlined  of  hh  lining 
-i  knowing  (hcEt  election  of  God ;  beeauie  done  \t  fivw  eternity  t  to  purtu&rcc  of  w'hitti 
■*  the  gofpel  one  to  them,  not  in  word  he  called  them  with  an  toly  calling,  not 
**  only,  but  in  power,  &c.tr  (fee  the  nme  according  to  their  works,  b'Jt  accord u>£ 
the fa;)  attd  its  the  phrafe  />J*  the  htthmiug  to  his  own  por^fc  and  prarc,  wh-efe  was 
(tTdpf)  fignifics  the  beginnmg  S  time,  “  t^iven  them  hi  Cnrift  Jrtbs  before  the 
aaAfmn  ihi  heginKtny  is  of  the  (t  world  hfjpw,1'  u  Thrt.  i,  10,)  Vuis 
f^mc  import  wr.h  cvtrhpuig^  Prov,  Occvn* Erf i*  lih*  m*  cap. 4.  as- 

TiiL  % and  \rx?  fpcaks  q\  if  1  a 


13* 


14  WTierewnio 
he  you  by 

*>nr  «ofpel,  to  the 

cht+iiniog  of  the 

glory  of  our  Lord 
Jciiis  ChiifL 


‘Thtfeand Epijlk  to  tbe  Thessaloniaws  par&phrafcd.  Ch.  H. 

in  Chrift,  and  faithful  adherence  to  him,  according  to 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel-revelalion  of  him,  as  God’s  ap¬ 
pointed  way  and  means  of  bringing  you  fafe  to  glorv  ; 
the  end  and  means  being  infeparably  conne&ed  in  nis 
decree,  and  in  tbe  execution  cf  if. 

14  To  which  filtration,  as  to  be  brought  about  in 
this  way,  he  has  now,  as  the  fruit  of  ele£ring  love  ef¬ 
fectually  called  you,  { ver .  13.  and  Rom.  viii.  50.  fee 
the  note  there)  by  out  poaching  the  gofpel,  rot  a  gof- 
pel  which  wc  are  the  authors  of,  but  a  difpenfation  of 
which  is  committed  to  us,  and  which  is  faithfully  mi' 
i) i fired  by  us,  in  oppofition  to  all  other  pretended  gof- 
pcls,  (1  Cor.  ix.  17.  and  Gal.  i.  8.)  that  ye  might  be 
thereby  brought,  through  the  attending  operation  of  the 
Spirit,  unto  a  title  and  claim  to,  and,  at  length,  the 
full  enjoyment  of  that  immorralftaie  of  bii&  and  glory, 
which  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  has  purchafed,  prepared 
and  taken  pofleffion  of,  as  your  Head  and  Forerunner 
for  you,  and  hath  piomjfed,  and  at  the  iaft  day  will 
adjudge  and  bring  you  to,  that  ye  may  behold  his  glo¬ 
ry,  and  be  made  like  him,  and  completely  happy  wkh 
him,  in  foul  and  body  for  ever. 

15  In  confideration  therefore  of  what  God  has  thus 
gnciouUy  defigned  and  done  for  you,  dear  brethren, 
and  of  the  promfed  »  Hi  ft  Alices  which  from  thence  ye 
may  further  well  expeCt  and  depend  upon,  We  earneft- 
ly  befeech  you  to  Hand  fall  in  the  faith,  comfort  and 
hope,  doth ine,  bolinefs,  and  profefEon  of  the  gofpel; 
and  ftedfaftly  to  maintain  the  important  points  of  truth 
and  duty  t>  which  ye  have  been  inftruCled  in  by  us, 
the  feivants  of  Chrift,  [chap,  i,  1.  and  1  7 bejf.  i.  1,) 
whether  by  word  of  mouth,  while  we  were  with  you  ; 
or  by  this,  and  uur  former  epiftle,  which  contain  an 
important  part  oFthe  faith,  that  is  delivered  to  the  faints , 
(Jude,  ver.  3.)  as  the  only,  ftandard  of  duCtiines,  wor¬ 
th  ip,  and  obedience. 

16  Now 


t$  T'.-.e”dorc. 

brcthri'iK  Claud 
fattf  and  hold  tlic 
triditiuns  which 
ye  have  been 
tiaght*  whether 
by  word^  or  our 
epiftlc. 


N  0  T  E- 


t  This  hWUig  the  iraHthm  relates  only 
lu  filth  d.nflnftes  a&  the  apuftle  anti  his  lel- 
Imv- labourers  had  delivered  to  them,  p er« 
taininj;  r»  ilm  only  rule  of  falih,  worfhip, 
and  fihcilicncc,  by  their  perfonAl  preaching 
and  convolution,  orhy  the  writing  of  this, 
arid  the  forma-  epifile  ;  and  therefore  it 
cannot  give  the  leaft  countenance  to  the  wa{ 
trafAiwi  of  the  Papifts,  which  they  pre¬ 
tend  have  been  banded  down  thrnn?h  many 
hundreds  of  yean ;  but  are  really  ItuiTd  wiih 
fu:h  ridiculous  and  iw  credible  Kories  as 
writer  agree  with  the  feripture  nor  with 


common  fenfe:  and  as*  by  nil  thefc  tr:!i?r* 
tions*  they  cannot  pjim  out  fi>  much  as  one 
of  the  particulars  that  were  delivered  r*» 
the  Thtjfohniw  by  word  of  monih  fr  im  iJjc 
apoftle  any  farther  than  they  are  recorded 
in  the  New  Tcftament,  or  may  be  gariitrcd 
fnW  thencet  ic  is  time  enough  for  ih  to  a  - 
tend  to  their  lradi&brti>  when  they  can  pr->- 
dqce  tefliinonies  to  them  as  authentic,  sri 
well~kn0Vfi  To  us*  a$  tliefe  were  lo  the  Thti- 
fafoniini;  or  can  prove  ihem  by  the  wo;d  ot 
God,  (Sec  the  note  on  i  Cor*  xi.  a.) 


Cfl.  ii-  The  fecond  EpijtU  to  Thf.ssaLOnians  p&rsphuftd*  133 


Not*  gur 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
him:rfl,and  God, 
even  our  Father, 
which  hath  loved 
u*,  and  hath  gi¬ 
ven  evcrUAing 
confutation,  and 
jood  hope  thro' 
£r*x. 


17  Comfort 
ytflir  hearts,  amt 
eftabiith  you  in  er 
very  good  ward. 

and  work. 


16  Now,  upon  the  great  encouragement  we  have  to 
hope  well  concerning  you,  as  ilu  chofeu  and  called  of 
God,  (wr.  r 3,  14,)  Wecarneftiy  pray,  with  comfor¬ 
table  afl'urance  of  being  heard,  that  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chritt  himfclf,  as  the  divine  Saviour,  who  has  redeem* 
ed  us  by  his  blood,  and  purchafed  eternal  glory  for  us, 
and  will  be  our  judge  at  the  taft  day  to /confer  it  upon 
us  *  ;  and  that  God  the  Father,  even  our  covenant* 
God  the  Father  in  him,  who,  we  truft*  has  loved  both 
you  and  us  with  an  everlafting  love,  and  has  by  mani- 
fclbtions  of  it  revived  our  fouls  with  his  confutations, 
which  are  everlafting  in  their  foundation,  matter,  ten¬ 
dencies  and  final  iflues,  though  not  always  or  alike  fen* 
iibly  enjoy'd,  while  we  are  in  this  prefent  ftate  of  im¬ 
perfection  ;  and  who  hath  given  us  freely  by  hjs.grace 
the  bed  of  all  hope,  even  a  good  hope  of  eternal  life, 
which  isfolid,  fcriptural,  and  well-grounded,  and  fhall 
never  make  us  aftiamed,  becaufe  the  love  of  God  is 
filed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghofi,  which  13 
given  to  us,  (Rom.  v,  5,} 

17  We,  I  fay,  eameftly,  and  with  humble  confi¬ 
dence  beg,  that  thefe  adorable  performs  in  the  Godhead 
would,  with  concurring  agency,  according  to  the  re- 
fpeftive  parts  which  they  have  voluntarily  undertaken 
in  the  oeconomy  of  falvation,  Jill  your  fouls,  yet  more 
and  more,  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  that  ye 
may  abound  in  hope,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  (itom,  xv-  13,)  and  may  be  comforted  under  all 
troubles,  fears,  and  dangers  ;  and  that  they  would 
flrengthen  and  fortify  you  immovably,  unto  all  perfe- 
verance  in  every  doftrine  of  the  gofpel*  which  brings 
good  tidings  of  great  joy  ;  as  alfo  in  every  foit  of  found 
fpeech,  which  catHior  be  condemned  j  and  in  every 
good  work  of  righteouIWfs,  with  regard  to  God,  your- 
felves,  and  one  another* 


K  E  COLLECT!  ON  S< 

How  exceeding  dangerous  is  it  to  be  milled  into  rnirtaken  expirations  of  divine 
appearances,  like  that  of  ChriftV  immediately  coming  to .ludgment,  Ufl,  thro’dif* 
appointment  therein,  we  Ihould  be  tempted  to  diflj  Jiove  ilu*  whole  rafpdj  which 
we  thought  encouraged  them !  J  t  is  no  wonder  that  the  prom ifes  of  ChnJVs  ft  cond 
appearing  are  not  yet  fulfilled,  finer  \vt  are  allured  by  the  ipirit  of  prophecy  th>t 
the  general  »poft*cy,  under  the  man  tiffin,  or  papa I ^  power,  which  ;ri?\nnes  ihe 
prerogatives  of  God,  was  firft  to  rife  and  reign,  till  it  Unit  be  deflroyod  bv  the 
Elicit  of  Chrift’fl  mouth,  and  the  brightnefo  ofhis  emit  tag ;  mid  iinof  ibis  powrjr 
could  not  be  fet  up  till  the  government  of  the-  Roman  Ccfars  lhould  be  difolvrd, 

NOTE.  Bhc 

*  0*r  bird  Jefii  Cbrlfi  is  here  conficUrcd  ®Jde  law  of  worfmp,  a*  n.vi«d  by  himself, 
as  the  objeft  uf  rrlij'win  worihip,  aud  the  iv.  to,  aM  hhs  i>ch>g  mr-thuicd  in 

author  *>f  the  bindings  that  are,  implicitly  this  manner,  even  before  1  hi;  Ruber,  rA:s 
at  WIT,  prayed  fgr  from  him,  in  the  fame  gif  all  pretence*  of  fcis  rnfaigr-ty,  ei'iKr  in 
manner  c^oally,  and  together  with  the  Fa-  Jiuty  or  worth :p,  on  account  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  ubich  fijppofrs  Hs  proper  divinity,  ihcr’s  living  zi  LiiLKti^ncc  Lounc 

to  (he  tlUbli&ci  snd  undi-mge-  bun. 


1 34  7  be  feetmd  Epiftle  Ip  the  Thp.ssaloni  Ans  paraphrafed.  Ch.  uu 

Rut  alas  !  how  dreadful  muft  their  condemnation  and  definition  be,  whom  God 
his  right  oils  judgment  gives  xp  te  fuel  a  fplrit  of  delation  as  fondly  to  be¬ 
lieve,  arid  voluntarily  comply  uith,  all  the  idolatry,  fuperJtftion-  tyranny,  and 
corruptions  of  popery,  which  are  propagated  by  fatanical  forgeries,  and  vain  pre¬ 
tences  to  miraculous  powers  an4  that,  in  reality,  are  no  other  than  lying 

nvond«rs!aGud  riglrteoufly  fuffers  the  admirers  of  there  to  he  deceived  by  them  ; 
fiecati fe  they  did  nut  like  to  embrace  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  concerning  Chrift, 
a?  ihc  only  Mediator,  that  they  might  be  faved*  But  O  how  happy  is  the  ftatc 
of  thofc  that  femred  from  thefe  damning  errors,  by  God**  having,  in  hia 
free  love,  ehnfen  them  from  eternity  to  fa] ration,  through  fa  ruft:  location  of  the 
Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth,  which  (land  infeparably  connected  in  the  purpofe 
of  God,  ami  in  the  execution  of  it,  as  the  ray  and  mems  of  bringing  about  this 
glorious  end  !  In  order  htreunfo  hr  cfletfmUy  calls  them,  unto  the  obtaining 
of  the  immortal  life,  which  Chrifl  hath  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel,  and  will 
advance  them  to,  at  the  taft  day.  With  what  encouraging  hope,  and  confidence 
of  a  bldfrd  ifHie  t  upon  the fe  grounds,  may  believers  receive,  and  ftedfpllly  ad¬ 
here  to,  what  is  delivered  by  infpired  writers ;  and  be  earneft  in  prayer,  that  their 
Lord,  and  Saviour,  and  their  God  and  Father  in  him,  would  give  them  fucb 
ponfolatmn,  as  is  of  an  eve rl aft! ng  nature,  and  fuch  good  hope,  through  grace, 
p?  JJiait  never  difapmint  them  ;  but  Ihall  be  to  their  abundant  joy,  and  tftablifh- 
rnent  in  every  good  doctrine,  way,  and  work,  till  they  arrive  at  heavenly  glory! 

T  "  C  H  A  P  III* 

The  cpoflle  dc fires  prayer  for  himjilf  and  his  fellow-labourers ;  exprejjcs 
his  confidence  in  the  ThefTaionians*  and  prays  for  them ,  ij— 
Charges  them  to  •withdraw  from  diforderiy  walkers^  and  particularly 
fnm  thhfe  that  were  lazy  ^  and  iujy*lcdiest  contrary  to  hie  example 
and  command^  6, —  r And  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  them ,  and 
with  a  fahitatkn  and  hinedi£}iony  f6,— 1 8. 

Tr  it 

pTittiiy,  breth¬ 
ren,  piay  fr>r 
us  thai  iheVord 
of  the  Lord  may 
hive  ptt  co  irfe, 
and  be  gluiifktl 
even  as  it  & 
you  * 


i  And  that*’* 
pity  be  rtelircred 
from  unrcidb  li¬ 
able  and  wfekid 

la»c  not'^fj1  'T'"  brethren ,  (2  Cor.  xi.  26.)  who  are  iufulcru- 

■’  *  * )y  perveric  and  abfurd  in  their  reafonings,  and  preju¬ 

dices  again  £  us,  and  are  maliciuufly  wicked  in  their 

nrineinle.e 


Paraphrase. 

■\TOW,  my  dear  brethren  in  Chrift,  to  draw  towards  a 
clofe  of  this  epiflie,  Let  me  earneftly  intreat  your 
fervent  prajers  for  me,  and  my  fellow- labourers,  fuch 
as  SUvanas  and  Timothy  who  join  with  me  in  writing 
to  you,  (ebap.  i.  3.)  rhat  we  may  be  dire&ed,  aflifted, 
and  owned  in  our  great  and  difficult  work,  for  which 
wc  are  infufficienc  of  ourfelves;  and  that  the  gofpel  of 
fel ration,  of  which  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  author 
and  principal  fubjecl,  may  ruii  with  fpeed  and  fucccfs, 
(rrfA")  and  be  fpiead  and  propagated  in  its  purity  and 
power  all  around,  far  and  wide,  and  not  hiudred  in  its 
progref3  }  bur  may  bear  down  all  oppolition  before  it, 
and  be  received  with  honour  and  eftetrm,  as  of  divine 
authority,  and  a  glorious  fcheme  of  falvation »  and  may 
produce  glorious  effects  in  the  converfion,  edification, 
and  holy  converfatipn  of  multitudes,  wherever  it  is 
preached,  even  as  it  has  among  you.  (See  1 '7bejf.  i.j,  6.) 

"2  And  we  in  a  fperial  manner  beg  your  prayers,  that 
we  may  be  kept,  orrefeued  out  of  the  hands  of  unbe* 
lieving  JeiuiJb  zealots,  and  delivered  from  perils  aments 


Qt.  iii.  The  fecund  EpifiU  to  the  Thessalon  ians  paraphrafed,  *34 


3  Hat  the  Lord 
i*  faithful*  why 
clUhlifS  yoUj 
and  kccjj_^*i iro*n 
«tjL 


4  And  u-t  have 
vnnfidcacc  in  the 
Lord  touching 
you,  tbit  jc  both 
Ao  and  will  do 
the  tiling  which 
we  command  you. 


S  And  the  Lord 
direct  your  hearts 
ir*to  the  love  to f 
GcxlT  .  ahd  1  r.Lo 
the  patient  wait¬ 
ing  fur  Chi  id. 


principles  and  pra&ices,  endeavouring  to  flop  oar 
mouths,  and  throw  us  into  prifons,  and  would  perfccute 
us  unto  death  :  Many  of  thefe  wc  meet  with  wherever 
we  go,  as  we  did  at  Theffahnica  :  (Acts  xvii,  j.  and  I 
Thejf,  ii,  tj,  16,  18.)  h'or  it  is  undeniable  evident  from 
hence,  that,  even  among  profeflors  of  religion  and 
Chriltianity  itfclf,  all  of  them  do  nor  cordially  embrace 
Chrilt,  according  to  the  truth  of  the  "gofpel,  hy  that 
faith,  which  works  by  lore,  and  purifies  the  heart. 

3  But  though  falfe  and  hypocritical  pretenders,  who 
receive  not  the  love  of  the  truth  that  they  may  he  fcived, 
(chap.  ii.  to.)  be  left  of  God  to  themfelves,  and  turn 
violent  enemies  to  us  and  you  for  the  gofpel's  fake ;  yet 
ye  ought  not  to  be  difeouraged  upon  this  account  :  For 
as  ye  have  received  the  word  of  God ,  not  at  the  word  of 
man,  but  (as  it  is  in  truth )  the  word  of  God ,  which  if- 
f  equally  works  aljb  in  you  that  believe,  (1  Thtff.  ii.  13.) 
fo  ye  may  aJTuredly  depend  upon  his  faithfulnefs,  in 
making  good  his  covenant-prcmife  of  perfevering  grace, 
(Jer.  xxxii.  40.)  that  he  will  confirm,  fettle,  and 
ftrengthen  you  in  the  doctrine  and  grace  of  faith,  and 
in  your  holy  profefiion  of  it,  and  practice  of  gndlinefs 
according  to  it ;  and  will  To  far  preferve  and  fecure  you 
from  the  power  of  tribulation,  fin,  and  Satan,  and  alt 
his  wicked  in  (humects,  as  that  none  of  them  {hall  pre¬ 
vail  to  your  final  rieftru&ion. 

4  And  as  your  prefervation  is  to  be  in  a  way  of  holy 
obedience;  fo  we  have  an  entire  truft  and  joyful  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  Lord  Jefus  concerning  you,  as  believers 
in  him,  and  vitally  united  to  him,  that,  through  his 
grace,  ye  not  only  hitherto  have  been,  and  Hill  are,  but 
{hall  perfeveringly  continue  to  be  obedient  in  all  things 
to  thole  commandments  which  we  have  delivered,  and 
may  furrher  deliver  to  you,  in  his  name,  and  by  his 
authority,  ( ver .  (J.) 

5  And,  according  to  this  our  hope  in  Chrift  con- 
cerning  you,  we  earneftly  pray,  that  the  Lord  the  Spi¬ 
rit  *  would,  by  bislight  and  influence,  fet  to  rights 
all  the  irregular  motions  of  your  hearts,  and  carry  them 
snore  and  more  in  a  (Iraight  courfir,  as  by  a  direct  line, 
(ssTn/Sur**)  into  a  clear  and  experimental  acquaintance 
with  the  love  of  God  to  you,  and  into  the  liveliest  ex¬ 
tra  fes 


NOTE. 

*  Tie  lard  here  applied  to  ftenu  10  be  C  jrf  the  Fattier,  and  the  patient  voting  fir 
belt  undtrftood  of  tie  Lett! tit  spirit,  (Kvfte  Chriji ,  or  patitn'.c  vf  Chriji :  (n-aiin*** 
rnvftxltf)  ai  a  Cor.  in.  18.  may  properly  X;»s“)  and  the  things,  here  pray'd  for,  are 
be  rendered  i  for  the  fa'hcr  ami  Sun  are  rrprefented  in  feriptore,  as  the  fpeeial  and 
rpokco  of  at  perlnn,  dillinO  from,  this  immediate  worl  of  the  Holy  CkoA.  dec 
Lord,  who  direfts  the  heart  into  thf  hvf  of  Fern.  v.  {.  ar.-J  Gul.  v.  if,  2t. 
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6  Now  com¬ 
mand  \y",  hrcih - 
rcn*  *r;  t.Ue  name 
of  our  Ltirdjcfiis 
Ghrill,  that  ye 
withdraw  your- 
fi-lv^s  from  every 
brother  tHat  walk* 
ftth  disorder]  y,and 
not  alter  tlie  In- 
dition  which  lie 
received  of  «. 


j  For  yfrtirfelvcs 
know  how  ye 
ou^hl  to  folio# 
ik;  for  we  beha¬ 
ved  not  ouriehci 
disorderly  among 

yutf  ; 


I  Neither  did 
ive  <m*  any 
hread  fcK  rwtf.fht. 
hut  « rou wiih 
btboui  snil  travel 

i-ifbr 


ercifes  of  your  love  to  him,  under  a  ferife  of  his  having 
firft  loved  you*  (ijohn  iv.  rj>*)  as  alfo  into  affe&ing 
and  endearing  reflections  upon,  and  imitation  of,  the 
wonderful  patience  with  which  Chrift  endured  all  his 
fuflerings  for  your  fake  ;  and  into  a  patient  etniimmnet 
in  wU-tUng*  (Rom,  it,  7*)  under  all  your  troubles  and 
dangers  for  his  fake,  and  a  patient  expe Clarion  of  his 
fecond  coming,  (1  TbcJJ*  i*  jo,)  which  will  ere  long 
put  an  end  to  all  your  trials,  and  make  you  a  rich  and 
everJafting  amends  for  them* 

6  Now,  dear  brethren  in  the  Lord,  having  exprefled 
our  good  opinion  and  hopes  concerning  you,  as  a  fpi* 
ritual  and  holy  body,  and  the  fmccre  defire  of  our  fouls 
for  you  all,  We  take  this  opportunity  to  add,  that,  as 
we  hear  fome  of  your  number  continue  to  be  idle,  and 
bufy  bodies,  (ver.  1  r,)  notwithstanding  the  fuleran  in* 
junctions  we  had  given  to  the  contrary,  (1  7$*^!  iv. 
u,  1 2-)  fo  we,  in  rcfle£tion  hereupon,  think  it  high 
rime  to  enjoin  you,  as  a  church,  by  the  authority,  and 
for  the  glory  of  Chrift,  our  common  Lord  and  Saviour, 
from  whom  we  have  received  our  commiilion  and  in- 
ftruftions,  that  ye  remove  from  your  holy  communion, 
and  aroid  all  unneceflary  familiarity  and  conversation 
with  every  brother,  or  member  of  your  religious  focic- 
ty,  of  w hat  rank  or  Ration  foever,  that  lives  irregularly, 
going  into,  and  per  fitting  in  fuch  a  courfe  of  kzinefs, 
and  intermeddling  with  orfaer  people’s  affairs,  as  is  very 
injurious  to  public  and  family* peace,  and  dittionourable 
to  the  Chriftian  character;  and-no  way  agreeable  to 
the  admonitions  which  we  have  delivered,  whether  by 
word  of  mouth,  or  in  our  former  epiftle,  [chap*  ji*  15. 
fee  the  note  there)  and  exemplified  in  our  own  behavi¬ 
our  when  we  were  prrient  wirh  you* 

7  For  by  thefe  means,  ye  yourfelves  very  well  know 
the  manner  in  which  ye  ought  to  Imitate  us,  and  walk 
anfwerable  to  our  directions,  as  yc  cheerfully  did  at 
your  converfion,  (t  Thejf*  i.  6-)  For  we  can  appeal, 
not  only  to  the  Lord  himfelf,  but  even  to  your  own 
conferences,  as  our  wit nejftS)  how  holify)  jnjtlyf  andun* 
tlame&blyj  we  all  along  behaved  onr/efotJ  among  youy  (1 
Their.  ii.  i a.)  and  bow  careful  we  were,  not  to  lire 
at  a  fluthful  diforderly  rate,  contrary  to  the  rule  of  the 
word  which  we  laid  before  you  when  we  were  at 
Tbcjpihnica. 

8  No,  nor  did  we  partake  of  any  one’s  food,  or  ta¬ 
ble  with  him,  at  free-eoll,  without  paying  for  it;  but 
earned  our  hread  before  we  eat  it,  by  diligent  and  wea- 
rifomc  labour  with  our  own -hands,  taking  abundance 

of 


Ch.  ft. 


nijhl  and  A*y, 
ikt  we  might  not 
*<  chargeable  to 
uny  of  you ; 


9  Not  beeanfe 

AC  tuve  not  pow+ 
er,  but.  M  mttke 
-!'rrl'.-lvcs  an  cn- 
1:=  :vs;*lc  Un:o  yutl 
vi  follow  os. 


10 

rkn 


For  even, 
we  were 
uiih  yoir,  this  we 
ir^imnntkti  you* 
thjl  iL  at-y  would 
ivjc  aork*  neither 
fUMild  be  cat. 
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of  pains,  and  undergoing  great  fatigues  early  and  fate* 
by  day  and  night  ;  fomeiimes  in  preaching  the  gofpel* 
as  we  had  opportunity  for  it,  and  at  others,  in  work¬ 
ing,  as  occasions  required,  at  handicraft  trades  in  feve¬ 
rs!  places*  (jfEls  XYui*  v  and  xx*  34.)  and  particularly 
among  you,  (i  Theft,  if*  9.  fee  the.  note  on  j  Car.  it*  1*) 
that  we  might  provide  lor  curfdvcs,  and  not  br  a  bur* 
den  to  any  of  you,  as  fame  of  a  covetous  temper,  or 
turrow  cireumlUnccs,  might  hav,-  thought  us,  had  we 
been  maintained  at  their  experce* 

9  I  remind  you  of  this,  not  as  though  we  had  not  a 
juft  right  by  virtue  of  our  office,  according  to  the  rea* 
fan  of  things,  and  the  authority  nf  C  brill,  to  infill: 
upon,  ami  even  demand  a  covenant  ami  comfortable 
maintenance,  in  return  for  our  min  ill? rial  labours,  as 
I  have  fdlcrrcd  and  proved  at  large  to  others,  (1  Cor*  it* 
4, — 14  )  and  now  mention  to  you  »  but  we*  of  our  own 
accord,  freely  waved  all  claims  of  this  nature,  and  work* 
ed  with  our  own  hands  for  a  livelihood,  to  take  off  pre¬ 
judices  againft  11s,  as  though  we  were  mercenary  crea¬ 
tures,  and  to  propagate  the  gofpc!  the  more  fuccefsftil* 
ly*  and  particularly  to  fat  you  a  good  example,  and 
(TUjr**  tew  vw}  give  you  z  pattern  of  iuduftry  in  your 
ieveral  callings,  that  yc  might  be  excited,  and  even 
contained  to  imitate  us  therein,  as  well  as  to  fallow 
our  precepts  relating  to  it. 

10  For,  having  oblervcd  appearances  of  a  lazy  tem* 


1 1  For  we  bear 
that  there  are 
(.ime  vrliidi  u-»]k 
anyvflg  you  di^ 
orderly,  worrirg 
jw*  at  alb  but  arc 
b-Hv -bodies. 


per  in  fame,  even  when  we  wtre  among  you,  we  ltri£U 
ly  commanded  you  all  in  general,  that  if  any  one  of 
your  needy  Chriitism  brotherhood,  who  is  able  to  work 
for  his'  living,  would  not  take  due  pains  to  provide  for 
him Cdf  and  his  family,  if  be  has  one,  his  indolence 
and  doth  fliould  not  he  indulged  by  affording  him  a 
maintenance  out  of  the  charity  of  the  church,  which 
ought  to  he  applied  to  the  relief  and  comfort  of  fnch 
of  their  poor,  as  through  fickuefs  or  age,  or  decay  of 
nature,  or  any  other  means,  are  incapable  of  doing  any 
thing  for  their  own  lupply*  And  ye  need  not  wonder*  „ 
that  we,  now  again,  lb  ftrenuoully  urge  this  point  upon 
you* 

11  For  we  have  been  credibly  informed,  after  all 
that  has  been  fa  id  and  wrote  about  it,  chat  there  are 
fame  idle  members  of  the  church,  who  walk  irregu¬ 
larly,  in  dircdl  contradiction,  not  only  to  our  exprefs 
injunftions,  and  the  general  rule  of  Chriftianity*  which 
tftabiifhcs  all  the  duties  of  the  civil  life  5  but  even  to 
the  moral  law  itfelf,  (fixed*  xx.  n.)  and  to  the  order 
of  all  political  and  religious  focicties,  a:ul  of  the  erta* 

lion. 
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ij-  N them 
tfac  are  fuch  ve 
connund  ,  and 
caburt  by  our 
I^jrd  Jeftis  Chriit, 
tfta r  wkh  quiet* 
ttfe  they  work, 
and  eat  their 


13  But  ye, 
(wtbrenj  be  doc 
»finry  in  well-do- 
i»5- 


tion,  and  the  prefent  condition  of  man,  who  was  form* 
ed  for  a&ivuy  and  burinefs  in  his  original  ftate,  and 
was  doomed  to  eat  his  bread  in  the  fweat  of  his  brows  , 
after  the  fall:  (Gcn*iui^  and  iii,  19,)  Thefe,  going 
out  of  their  rank,  like  loofe  folders,  do  not 

care  to  be  employed  in  their  proper  callings,  or  in  any 
ofeful  fervices  at  all}  but,  as  is  common  with  fuch  fort 
of  people,  they  wafte  their  rime  in  gadding  abroad, 
and  fauntring  about,  and  curioufly  prying,  afid  offici- 
oufly  thrufting  themfelves  inm,  and  making  their  idle 
remarks  upon  other  peopled  matters  which  they  have 
no  call  to  meddle  with  }  but  which  they  bufy  themfdves 
about,  to  the  great  difturbance  of  particular  perfons, 
families,  and  neighbours,  and  the  creating  of  jealou- 
fics,  mi  funder  fundings,  and  quarrels  between  friends, 
and  fetting  them  at  variance  by  their  tattling  and  tale¬ 
bearing  humour,  which  makes  them  perfe£l  incendia¬ 
ries,  and  the  nufance  and  peft  of  all  company,  where- 
ever  they  come* 

1  a  Now,  whofoever  they  be,  that  are  of  this  floth- 
ful  ar^d  pernicious  difpofition  and  behaviour,  we  again 
folemnly  charge  them  by  divine  authority;  and  ear- 
nefUy  intreat  them  by  the  endearing  love  of  Chrift,  our 
great  Lord  and  Mailer,  and  for  his  fake,  as  ever  they 
would  avoid  his  difpleafure,  and  honour  iheir  prcLI- 
fiou  of  his  name,  that,  according  to  our  former  exhor¬ 
tation,  (i  7 bejf-  !?♦  11.  fee  the  note  there)  they  would 
ftudy  to  be  quiet,  and  do  their  own  burin  eft,  with  a 
meek  and  peaceable  frame  of  fptrit,  and  fet  themfelves 
diligently  to  work  with  their  own  hands,  in  their  re* 
fpe£ti?e  Nations  ;  and  fo,  by  the  bkffing  of  God  on 
their  honeft  labour,  may  provide  fuch  food  for  thrm- 
felves  and  theirs,  as  they  have  duly  earned,  and  bought 
with  there  own  money,  that  they  maybe  beholden  to 
no  one's  charity  for  thcir.fubfiftence;  ami  that,  inllead 
of  being  burdenfome  to  others,  they  may  have  to  give 
to  him  that  needs •  {Ephef.  iv.  2 IT*} 

13  But  as  for  rhofe  of  you,  dear  brethren,  who  to 
the  honour  of  your  Chriftian  character,  have  minded 
your  own  bulinefs,  and  not  offictoufly  meddled  with 
other  peopled  affairs,  we  befeech  you  to  peril II  unwea¬ 
ried  ly,  and  without  reluctance,  in  a  diligem  difchargc 
of  the  civil,  as  well  as  religious  duties  of  your  lefpcc- 
tive  ftations  ;  and  particularly  in  doing  good,  with  all 
cheerfulnefs  and  liberality,  to  the  tnduflrious,  and  yet 
ntceffitous  poor  among  you,  {Gal.  vh  9,  10.)  tho*  ye 
ought  to  with-hold  your  charity  from  fuch,  as  arc  able, 
but  not  willing,  to  work  for  their  own  livelihood  ver  .10- 

14  And 
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w  And  if  any  14  And  if  there  ftili  be  any  Oothful  perfon  of  your 

jwmnT*  Oils0*-  community,  who  pays  no  regard  to,  nor  is  reformed  by 
oillic,  note  that  the  commandments  and  exhortations,  that  we  have  de- 
■■m,  ud  hare  livered  by  Chrift’s  authority,  as  before,  fo  in  tbis  epjf- 
.10  coirpany  with  tj  relating  to  fuch,  (wr,  (i,  JO,  11.)  It  is  your  duty, 
^  aitawcd.  as  a  church,  to  fet  a  brand  ot  infamy  upon  bun,  by 
calling  him  out,  as  an  unworthy  member  j  and  not 
to  countenance  him  afterwards,  by  an  intimacy  of  friend- 
Ibip,  or  untieceftary  familiarity  in  converfation  with 
him,  to  tbc  end  that,  by  your  Giy  and  cool 

carriage  toward  him,  he  may  turn  inwards,  and  blulh 
and  be  ailumed,  in  reflection  on  his  fin  ;  and,  through 
divine  grace,  may  be  brought  to  repent  of  it,  and  to 
loath  and  abhor  himielf  for  it,  with  full  purpofe  of 
heart  to  depart  from  it. 

*r  Yet  count  15  Hut,  in  order  to  your  attaining  this  great  anffgood 
n™  "^but"  ad*  exc0(T'mun’cat*on*  Take  heed  of  treating  him 

him  u  a  before-hand  with  aufterity  and  rough nefs,  as  if  ye  aim- 
b^Jict.  ed  at  his  ruin  in  temporal  or  fpiritual  concerns,  and  not 

merely  at  the  dejtruEhoti  of  the  -fiejbt  that  bis  foul  may 
he  Javed  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus ,  (fee  the  note  on  t 
Cor.  v.  y.)  Nor  ought  ye  immediately  to  look  upon 
him,  as  an  implacable  and  utterly  incorrigible  enemy 
to  God  and  godiinefs,  and  to  Ch  rift  and  the  gofpel; 
but  fhould  deal  tenderly,  as  well  as  faithfully  anil  plain¬ 
ly  with  him  as  a  brother,  inferring  the  evil  of  bis  ways 
before  him,  and  palling  the  awful  cenfure,  if  neceflary, 
upon  him,  and  in  giving  him  fcaionable  admonitions, 
as  opportunities  ofl’er,  confiderirtg  the  relation  that  he 
either  beats,  or  has  bore  to  you,  in  hopes  that,  by  the 
blcfling  of  God  on  fitch  attempts,  he  may  be  reclaimed, 
and  reftored  to  hts  former  place  in  the  church. 

>s  New  the  1 6  Now  may  the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf,  our  only  peace- 
maker  with  God,  ami  the  author,  parchafcr,  and  giver 
of  all  manlier  of  peace  and  happinefs,  make  you  pro- 
fperous  in  all  grace  and  hoiinds,  and  fill  you  with  all 
joy  and  peace  in  believing,  chat  ye  may  have  peace  in 
your  own  fouls,  and  one  with  another,  and  may  be  a 
harmonious  and  flourifbing  church,  at  all  times,  and 
by  all  mamfer  of  means,  that  are  fuittd,  by  divine  ap¬ 
pointment,  to  promote  il  l  and  that  the  means,  ufetl 
for  this  purpofe,  may  be  effectual,  we  earncllly  beg 
that  this  blffled  Lord,  who  commands  and  loves  peace*, 
and  delights  in  the  profperity  of  his  fervants,  would 
atford  all  and  every  one  of  you  his  fpecial  prefence,  m 
a  way  of  providence  and  grace,  to  proteft  and  guide, 
allift,  comfort,  and  perfect  all  that  concerns  you,  iit 
whad'oever  relates  to  you  fcvcrally,  and  altogether  as  a 
fhurch  !  17  To 


give  yell 
^vicc  always,  Ly 
aii  iivaiw.  The 
l  ova  bt  wab  you 

giJ. 
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IT  The  Ain ta- 
tion  of  Paul  with 
mine  own  hand, 
which  is  the  to¬ 
ken  in  tvery  cpif- 
tie  :  So  I  write. 


18  The  grace 
rf  i'\\r  Lout  jo- 
fiu  Chrilt  he  wii  h 
Joe  all.  Amen, 


17  To  conclude  with  the  falutation,  which  I  Paul 

write  with  my  own  hand,  3?  a  fare  mark  to  diftinguifh 
my  EpifUes  from  fuch  as.  may  be  forged  under  my 
name;  and,  as  pretended  to  come  from  me,  may  de¬ 
ceive  and  trouble  the  church,  {chap*  ii«  2,)  whenever 
any  of  my  letters  are  wrote  by  an  as  dic¬ 

tated  by  me,  1  always  at  the  dofe  add,  in  my  own 
hand-writing,  the  following  words,  or  to  that  tfleil, 
(fee  the  note  on  Ron 1.  xvi.  22.} 

18  May  the  free  love  and  favour  of  our  lord  and 
Saviour  Jcfus  Chrift,  inclusive  of  all  its  fpcciaJ  mani- 
feftations,  fruits  and  effects,  continually  abound  to  all 
and  every  one  of  you  !  in  tellimony  of  thr  lincerity  of 
my  defire  and  pleaGiig  hopes  hereof,  I  heartily  foy, 
Adam* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  cnroeflly  ought  we  to  pray  for  the  fucci  f$  of  the  glorious  gofpel,  and  for 
the  preferv^tton  3iid  liberty  of  Chris’s  fervants  that  their  preaching  it  may  not 
beobftnt&cd  by  the  violence  of  unbelieving,  |>cwfrie  and  wicked  men  !  And 
what  a  plcafure  »  it  when  they,  to  whom  the  care  of  churches  ip  com  mi  tied,  have 
a  fatirfaftioit  in  their  own  minds,  that  the  Lord  will  eftabiifh  them  in  the  faith, 
hope,  and  bolinefs  of  the  golpcl;  and  will  engage  their  hear  Is  to  do  his  command* 
D>ents>  as  delivered  to  them  in  his  name  j  But,  alas  l  How  grievous  i*  it  to  find, 
that  any  chnrch^members  arc  rfifnnUrly  walkers,  lazy  in  their  own  proper  a flairs, 
attd  miichievoua  bufy-bodies  in  other  people’s  matter?  to  the  fcandal  of  the  Clnv 
Jtian  name  l  The  clinches,  to  which  perfonsof  thefe  diaraC'Lcrs  bt'lung,  ought  in 
cafe  they  cannot  be  reclaimed*  to  withdraw  from  them,  and  pafs  fuch  a  ccnfure 
as  may  be  a  mark  of  dtfgracc  upon  them,  and  then  fhun  all  uimecriTary  familia¬ 
rities  of  converfing  with  :$grm,  to  mate  them  aihamed  ot  the  evil  of  their  doings, 
that  are  direftly  contraryTD  the  precepts  and  example  of  the  holy  apoftics ;  and 
yet  they  ftiootri  be  treated,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  things  will  bear,  in  a  brotherly 
way,  to  bring  them  to  repentance.  How  unreafonable  is  it  that  idle  and  disor¬ 
derly  walkers  fhould  live  upon  the  charity  of  others  1  But  how  cbearfidiy  ;:nd 
gencroufty  fliotjld  the  induftrious  and  hclplcfe  poor  be  relieved,  according  to 
their  wants  !  May  all  the  churches  of  Chri ft  have  peace  among  Uicmft Ives,  and 
profperity  of  every  kind,  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  fahite  one  another  with  xi* 
tinccrcft  Chriltian  aftcttionl  May  their  hearts  be  dinrfled  iniu  the  love  ofG«id, 
and*  patient  waiting,  under  their  various  tribulations,  t<>r  Clhrift’s  fccciui  com¬ 
ing  to  put  an  end  to  them  !  And  may  his  grace  be  ever  with  them  all  1  jimtn* 


A  F  R  A  C 


HI 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPO  S  I  T  IO  N 

O  F  T  H  E 

Firft  Epifllc  of  the  Apoftle  PAUL 

T  O 

TIMOTHY, 

In  the  Farm  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Firft  Epistle  to  TIMOTHY. 

TIMOTHY  was  an  excellent  youth,  wliofe  father  was  a  Greek, 
and  his  mother  a  pious  Jewefs>  (Afts  xvi.  i,  3.)  who  had  ta¬ 
ken  a  religious  and  exemplary  care  to  educate  him  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Old  Teftamont-fcripntres  from  his  childhood  up ; 
(2  77m- ».  5.  and  iii.  15.)  and.  Providence  calling  him  under  the  mi- 
nil! ry  of  the  apotlle  Paul,  this  young  man,  through  the  attending 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  was  converted  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  asfeems 
to  be  intimated  chap,  u  i.  (fee  the  note  there)  $  and  was  fo  enriched 
with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  that  the  apoftle  had  a  great  af- 
fVclion  for  him,  and  toon  turned  his  thoughts  toward  him  for  an  af- 
fiilant  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  :  And  that  the  Jev3it  to  whom  the 
apoftle  firtt  preached,  might  not  have  the  lead  exception  again  ft  this 
his  itlbcute,  as  the  foil  of  a  Gentile  by  the  father’s  fide,  he  ordered 
him  to  be  ciicumciftd,  which  he  had  not  been  in  the  days  of  his  infan¬ 
cy,  but  now  confented  to  be:  and  then  took  him  for  his  companion 
under  the  char  after  of  an  evangcltft,  an  office  next  to  that  of  the  apo- 
fllelhip,  in  planting  and  watering  the  churches. 

Though  Paul  had,  doubtlefs,  taken  much  pains  with  this  young 
evajigelift  in  private  converfation,  to  lit  him  for  a  due  difeharge  of  his 
office,  hints  of  which  may  he  gathered  from  chap.  i.  3.  and  2.  Epift. 
i.  13.  and  iii.  10, — 14.}  yet  to  fix  things  more  upon  his  mind,  and 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  having  recourfe  to  them  afterwards,  and  of 
communicating  them  to  others,  as  there  might  be  occafion,  either  at 
Fphe/os,  where  it  is  moll  generally  fuppofed  Timothy  then  was,  or 
wherever  he  might  go  to  fulfil  his  itinerant  work  j  as  aifo  to  leave  di¬ 
vine 
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vine  directions  m  writing  for  the  ufe  of  the  church  and  its  mroiftere 
in  all  fucceedmg  ages,  he  fenthim  this  excellent  paftoral  letter,  which 
contains  a  great  variety  of  important  fentiments  far  their  regulation  % 
and  is  fuppoftxl  by  fume  to  have  been  written  about  the  year  of  our 
LfOrd  fifty- five*  and  by  others  fifty-eight :  And  about  nine  or  ten  years 
afterwards,  as  Tome  think,  he  followed  it  with  the  Second  Epifile^  which 
frill  more  immediately  and  chiefly  related  to  Timothy  himfelf,  and  to 
his  own  perfonal  miriftry  and  conduct* 

The  time  when,  the  place  from  which,  and  the  perfon  by  Whom, 
this  epiftle  was  fent,  are  indeed  varioully  conjefturcd  by  learne4  in¬ 
quirers  imo  antiquity,  while  they  all  agree  in  its  divine  autborify^  and 
its  being  written  by  the  apoftte  Paul, 

This  facred  writer,  after  his  ufual  declaration  of  his  apoftolic  cha* 
rafter,  and  affeftionate  falutation  of  Timothy ,  lays  before  him  his  du- 
ty  of  guarding  againft  thofe  judaizing  teachers  at  Ephefusy  or  elfwhere, 
that  taught  any  thing  contrary  to  the  found  doftrine,  which  he  him* 
felf  had  delivered,  according  to  the  trufl  that  Chrift  had  committed  to 
him*  ( Chap ,  i.)  And  as  they  adhered  to  fynagogue-werfhip,  and  fet 
themfelves  in  oppofition  to  the  legality  of  the  power  of  Gentile  princes 
and  treated  it  with  contempt,  as  though  they  had  no  right  of  dominion 
over  them,  he  enjoins  the  offering  up  of  prayers  in  all  places,  without 
difttnftioo,  for  king*,  and  all  that  were  in  civil-authority,  and  for  fub- 
jefts  of  all  characters,  whether  they  were  Jews  or  Heathens  \  and  then 
goes  on  to  direft  the  behaviour  of  women,  among  whom  it  feema 
there  were  great  indecencies,  or^extra  vacancies  of  drefs,  and  an  affu- 
ming  management  in  religious  affemblies,  {Chap,  ii.)  Then  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  a  deferi prion  of  the  proper  qualifications  of  ordinary  bifhops 
or  paftors,  and  of  deacons  and  their  wives,  with  intimations  of 
the  courfe  Timothy  ought  to  take,  as  to  his  own  deportment  in  the 
church,  with  regard  to  fuch  perfons,  and  the  whole  of  hio  own  office, 
confidering  the  vail  importance  of  that  doftrtne  which  he  was  to  preach : 
(Chap,  iii»)  From  thence  he  takes  occaCon,  to  add  fore- warnings  of 
feduccrs,  that  would  arife  and  pervert  many,  and  would  iffue  in  a  grand 
apofhey;  ordering  him  to  give  fuch  notices  of  them  as  might  fortify 
the  church  of  Chrift  againft  them,  and  to  exercife  himfelf  in  fuch  ex¬ 
emplary  godlihefs,  and  attend  fo  intirdy  to  his  minifterial  work,  and 
to  the  improvement  of  his  gifts  in  preaching  the  true  doftrine  of  Chrift, 
in  fuch  2  ferious,  judicious,  diligent,  grave  «nd  faithful  manner,  as 
might  raife  his  youth  above  contempt,  and,  through  divine  grace, 
might  i>c  rendered  effectual  ro  the  final  falvarion  of  his  own  and  his 
hearer® fouls,  (Chap,  iv»)  Thereupon  he  direfts  his  conduft  towards 
all  perfons  whether  men  or  women,  of  every  age  and  ftation  in  the 
church:  and  folerrmly  charges  him,  as  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  to 
acqvm  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  prudence,  caution,  and  impartiality 
toward  them,  in  confidence  with  a  due  care  of  his  own  infirm  flare  of 
healrh,  and  fui table  to  the  clrcumflances  of  the  people  he  might  have 
to  do  with-  (Chap*  v*)  And  be  clofes  with  advice,  relating  to  thedu* 
ties  of  fervants,  and  the  perverfe  tendency  of  any  contrary  doftrine  of 

corrupt 
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corrupt-and  worldly  minded  men,  who  being  Grangers  to  the  power 
of  godlinefs,  and  not  contented  with  a  moderate  (hare  of  the  conve¬ 
nience?  of  this  life,  run  thdnfelves  into  fin  and  ruin,  through  their 
coretons  defires;  and  in  oppolition  to  thefe,  he  charges  Timothy  toad 
up  to  the  dignity  of  his  facied  trull  and  character,  as  in  the  fight  and 
prefence  of  God,  and  as  he  would  anfwer  it  in  the  great  day  of  Chrilt; 
and  remonftrates  agair.it  an  abufe  of  the  riches  of  this-  world,  and.  a- 
gatnft  the  falfe  principles  of  philofopby,  that  are  fubverfive  of  the  faith 
of  the  gofpeli  concluding  all  with  a  henedi&ion,  like  himfelf,  faying! 
Grace  be  with  thee.  Amen! {Chap.  vi.) 


CHAP.  I. 

The  apofile  afferls  hit  office  at  of  divine  authority  $  falutes  Timothy; 
and  reminds  him  of  the  charge  he  had  given  him  at  Ephefus,  1 , — 4. 
Of  bis  end  therein^  and  of  the  dejtgn  of  the  Mofaic  law,  5, — u.  Of 
his  owtt  corns erfion,  and  call  to  the  apofilejldp ,  12, — 1 7.  and  of  Ti¬ 
mothy  obligation  to  mantain  faith  and  a  good  conference,  which 
Hymeneus  and  Philetus  Bad  put  away  from  them,  [8, — ao. 


Jf*T*  Paraphrase. 

P  p,,(\|e  TDAUL,  who  is  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  the  true  Mefliah, 
iusChrift.br the  (X«T‘  *««>-«)  according  to  the  authoritative  and  gra- 

comnwiidmetit  of  -ci0UB  appointment  of  God  the  Father,  who  is  the  orl- 
*n*i th« Lord Jc^bs  gina^  contriver  and  orderer  of  the  whole  fcheme  of  &I- 
Chrift.  nr iub  ii  vation  ;  and  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  great  Lord  anti 
our  hope;  Redeemer,  the  author,  obje£t,  and  ground  of  all  out 

hope  toward  God,  in  oppofmon  to  any  dependence  on 
the  works  of  the  law  for  j unification  *,  and  is  the  only 
Mediator,  in  and  through  whom,  as  revealed  in  us  by 
his  Spirit,  according  to  the  gofpel-difcovery  of  him,  we 
have  good  hope  of  eternal  glory,  {Col.  i.  27.) 

1  Unto  Tuno'  3  He,  who  thus  afferts  his  apoltolic  office,  to  bind 
thy  w  own  fun  what  he  is  going  to  write  upon  the  confidences  of  alt 
' mcr/4*^  ^ar  are  concerned  in  it,  eveu  I  Paul  fend  this  epiltle 
^ace’ fJomT  God  10  yon»  my  dear  Timothy ,  who  are  already  fully,  con- 
our  ra-her,  and  vinced  of  my  divine  authority,  and  whom  I  regard 
Jdu^ Chnft  our  wjt|,  aj]  tendernefs  and  afFe&ion  of  a  father  to  his 
own  genuine  fon,  as  1  was  the  inftrument  of  bringing 
you  to,  and  eftablifhing  you  in,  the  faith  of  Chriil  f  ; 

and 


H  o  T  E. 

f  At  the  apoftle  called  Tioietht  his  own  count  of  it  La  the  fhoct  Mrtory  of  thebegio- 
imiline  in  the  faith,  {yr*nu)  and  fre-  ning  or  the  apoftle’s  acquaintance  with  him: 
quentty  llileci  !iim  ii;  fin  1'irnvitj,  (ver.  »8.  lor  he  commonly  fpe.ks  of  ttv>fc  under  this 
i  Tint,  i.  x.  and  1  Car.  iv.  7  )  it  feetns  pity-  tender  appellation  to  whom  be  had  he*n  C.\ 
table  (hat  he  had  been  tlie  ioftrumeut  of  hir  as  of  fitat  and  Qntjtfnu i,  Tjt.  t  4.  and  Phileai. 
eonverfion  «»•  Llic  faith  of  Chrift,  as  the  ser. 10.  -  aocl  (peaks  nt  Irinifdf  ass  tpiritual 
Meflish  fpoltcn  of  in  the  old  Teftansent-pro'  father,  and  of  thole  as  Ms  children  whom 
phcey,  tScm-jh  we  have  ao  particular  «c-  he  had  begotten  by  ihegofjiel,  1  Ojr.  iv.  14 
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ant)  as  you  are  a  young  man,  and  ,a  fpi  ritual  child  of 
my  own  likcnefs,  and  have  faithfully  fcrved  with  me, 
as  a  ion  with  a  father,  in  the  gofpel,  (PhiL  ii.  30,  33-) 
May  the  divine  favour,  in  all  its  freenefs  and  fulneis, 
and  the  divine  companion,  in  all.  the  variety,  of,  its  mer¬ 
ciful  and  tender  esercifcs,  which  you,  as  a  mmiftcr, 
more  than  private  Chrift  ians,  will  need,  in  a  fprcial 
manner,  to  fupport,  relieve,  encourage,  and  comfort 
you  under-  all  the  temptations,  labours,  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  your  ftation ;  and  to  pity  and  pardon  all  your 
failings,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom.  l.  7.)  and  may  all  the 
bl tilings  of  peace,  with  God  and  in  your  own  foul, 
and  between  you  and  thofe  among  whom  you  may  be 
caff,  together  with  all  manner  of  profperity,  abound 
richly  toward  you  from  God  our  Father,  as  the  eternal 
fountain  of  all  good,  and  from  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord, 
as  the  purchaser,  and. more  immediate  author  and  con¬ 
veyor  of  it  through  the  merit  of  his  own  bjotxl. 
f **'  3  As  1  delired  and  exhorted  you  (r3fr-*A“r<')  to  con- 

MdeftiiuTcph^  tinue  fome  time  after  me -at  Epbefus,  when  I  took  my 
liis,  when  l  went  leave  of  that  famous  city,  and  palled  into  Macedonia ; 
into  Macedonia,  ( 1,-4.)  I  would  now  remind  you  «f  my  de¬ 
ed"  char-ge'fome  fign  therein,  and  give  you  further  inftru&ion  about  it, 
that  they  teachno  which  is,  that  you  might  in  the  name,'  and  by  the  an¬ 
other  doOrut;  thority  of  Chrift  communicated  to  you  by  me  his  apo- 
ftle,  folemnly  enjoin  fome  well-known  judaizing  Chrif* 
tians  there,  and  in  thofe  parts,  thar  they  never  dare  to 
broach  any  doQrine  different  from,  much  left  contrary 
to,  and  corrupting  of,  the  fimplicity  of  that  which  I 
have  faithfully  preached,  under  divine  iofpiradon  a- 
morig  them,  and  wherever  !  have  gone, 
heed Nto,h?*bCsC  4  And  ye  are  to  charge  them,  that  they  never  re- 
and  endiefAcill  guard,  or  propagate  any  fabulous  Jev/iJh  traditions,  that 
alogics,whtcliini<  are  groundless,  and  deftrudive  of  the  purity  of  the  gof- 
nUVer  quef\»as ,  _ej  .  nor  attend  to  the  frivolous  pretences  of  this  and 
cdifylog,  which  is  that  particular  per  (on  ro  his  pedigree  in  an  uninter- 
in  faith ;  fi  do.  rupted  line  from  Abraham,  ‘or  others  of  the  patriarchs*, 
which  lead  to  ufelefs,  intricate  and  endlefs  contro ver¬ 
ges  f,  and  have  no  good  tendency  to  fpiritual  edifica¬ 
tion  after  a  godly  fort,  fuch  as  is  approved  of  God,  and 

has 


NOTES. 

if,  %  Cor ,  xii*  14*  G0/-W-  fj.  and  i  Thtff,  to  this  we  may  add  'ihc  £tr calogy  a ud  pc- 
iL  n.  But  L  do  nor  Bod  that  be  ever  tiled  digrecof  thetr  traditions,  whicli  they  dcri- 
thtt  appellation  with  regard  to  aoy  that  ved,  by  a  long  line  of  tbeceflion,  throat 
were  DM  coovened  by  his  miniftry,  die  baadf  of  mauy  doctors,  (Vol  I*  p  jo3.> 

*  ThcCt  genttltgits,  a*  Dr  U^htfoot  oh-  f  Ratbtr  than  is  obtsrvcxl  by  critics  to  k: 
f<rm,  were  not  any  of  the  geneaingics  in  often  tiled,  not  in  a  compaiarWe  but  0^- 
feripture;  but  their  long  intricate  pedigrees,  iivt  f*rifct  a*  in  Lttfo  juiii.  14-  Jtbi t  v.L 
that  they  Hood  opon  to  prove  them  ft  and  xii  43,  and  1,  Tim*  iii* 

Jew*}  Lcvti&t  prieftSt  uid  the  like  ;  a  ad 


Cfc.i. 


$  Hoff  thc  end 
of  th*  command* 
mem  «  charity, 
tMitofapureiicart, 
and  of  faith  ufl* 
feigned  t 


6  From  which 
r>iucshaidngfwer- 
ved,  ha/c  turned 
afide  unto  vain 
ja  ogling* 


y  DeGringtobc 
teacher*  of  the 
latf,  undcrfUnd* 
irtg  neither  what 
they  Jij,  '  Bee 
whereof  they  pS~ 
firim 


S  Hot  we  know 
that  the  law  if 
good  *  if  g  man 

nft  it  JawfaUy ; 
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bu  him  for  its  author ;  nor  are  at  all  u fefu]  for  efta- 
blirtiing  the  doctrines  of  faith  in  Chrift,  or  bringing 
;any>to  believe  in  him,  or  building  them  up  on  their 
nioft  holy  faith*  who  have  believed  through  grace* 

5  Now  rhe  end,  which  is  aimed  at  t*  and  you  ought 
to  purfue,  in  the  charge  I  ordered  you  to  io force  upon 
judaizbig  Chriltians,  (ver+  3,)  in  oppoRtion  to  their 
fabulous,  fruitier,  and  perplexing  difpines,  ( vsr *  4;)  is 
to  promote  a  fpiric  of  love  toward  God,  and  Chrift* 
and  one  another,  as  fpringing  from  a  fandified  heart* 
and  a  faithful,  pure,  and  quiet  conscience,  that  is  pur¬ 
ged  from  dead  works  by  the  blood  of  Chrilt;  as  alio 
from  a  principle  of  Sincere  faith',  without  the  lead  hy* 
pocrify,  {aiwrupT#}, 

6  From  all  which  fome,  as  appears  by  rheir  language 

and  behaviour  under  a  profeflioit  of  Chriflianityv'iia* 
ving  miffed  tire  grand  mark,  and  wander* 

ed  from  the  main  fcope,  to  which  ali  doctrines  and 
practices  ought  to  be  dire&ed,  have  turned  into  a  very 
different  and  rfirefUy  contrary  courfe,  in  vainly  talking 
of  things  that  are  altogether  unprofitable  and  ferve 
only  to  ftir  up  anitnoRncs*  ftrife*  anti -doubtful  dis¬ 
putations,  like  their  idle  fables  and  endlcfs  genealo* 
gits,  (vm  4-) 

7  They  affe&ing  to  fet  up  for  doctors  and  interpre¬ 
ters  of  rhe  JewiJb  law*  by  their  corrupt  and  uncertain 
traditions,  and*  to  impofe  ir  upon  the  GentiUi\  while 
at  the  fame  time,  they,  in  reality,  neither  apprehend 
the  true  fcope  and  defign  of  that  law  itfelf,  nor  the 
things  which  they  confidently  aflert  in  their  falfe 
gloifee  upon  \u 

8  Butthofe  of  us,  who  arc  enlightened  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  gofpei,  and  in  the  principal  tendency  and 
defign  of  the  whole  Jrwrfh  difpenfation,  are  throughly 
cony  meed  of  its  being  a  wife  and  holy  inftitution,  as  ie 
was  appointed  of  God  for  anfwering  good  purpofcs,r  if 
a  regular  and  proper  ufc  be  made  of  it,  according  to' 
his  intention,  for  bringing  us  to  Chrift,  {GaU  tii.  24*) 
even  the  etrtmonial  law  is  of  great  ufe,  if  we  confider 
St  »a  having  a  typical  reference  to  him  and  the  gof-^ 
pel-flate*  in  which  it  is  fulfilled  by  him,  and  not  as  to 

be 


N  0 

|  Tht  tni  tf  iht  wmmadiM*t  li  frppo&A 
If  Tame  to  mean  the  cad  of  tit  lavrt  and  by 
oihmoi  the  gofiei\  but  it  ritlm  fccnu  10 
n*c  to  be  mate  immediately  mam  of  the 
dirge  or  eemnuind merit,  which  the  ipoftlt 
h*d  directed  Timothy  (w*  3-)  to  give  to 
tl.cm  who  taught  oiber  doctrine*  Thus  he 

VOL,  V*  t 


T  £ 

I  befought  thee  to  abide  at  Rphrfit 
(im  th&u  nd^b&cft  eberge 

fame  that  they  teach  no  oitwr  doftrine,  and 
here,  anfweroble  to  the  word  thd>*  ufa!,  If 
is  (r^  TFVjf  ^Myytkte^)  the  t*d  ^  iht 
.  toixmaiiJmcjit  or  t&Jfg'f  u  <bstitjt  Ac, 
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be  continued  with  a  perpetual .  Obligation  for  observing 
its  ritual  ordinances,  as  judaizers  vainly ‘imagine  and 
contend  for;  and  as  to  the  wot?*/ law,  it  h  in  itfelf  of 
an  excellent  nature,  as  holy,juft,  and  good  ,  and  it  is 
Hill  of  admirable  ufe.  to  convince  us  of  fin,  and  of  ouf 
need  of  a  Saviour,  andisas  good  and  perfed,  and  of 
as  immutable  obligation  to  be  obeyed  now,  as  ever,  if 
it  be  duly  aonfidered  and  made  ufe.of,  as  a  rule  oi  Ufe, 
and  ftandard  of  all  righteoufnefs  to  be  complied  witbv 
not  forjuftificatioD  ioIh'e,  as  tbofe  falfe  teachers  would 
perfuade  us,  but  upon  evangelical  principles  of  faith 
and  love,  in  ■  a  confcientious  difeharge  of  every  duty 
that  is  ..owing  to  God,  our  neighbour  and  our fel res, 
that  he  may  be  glorified  thereby. 

,  Kor-wingiKiv  9  And  wc  are  at  the  fame  time  fully  fatitfied,  that 
diat  the  U*  »*•  the  'moral  Hw,  as  (fill  continuing  in  force,  and  made 
righteous*  raan*  ^e  law  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  under  the  gofpekftate,  is- 
hut  for  the  law-  .not  defigued  to  condemn,  nor  does  its  damnatory  fen- 
fciiunii  a;(bi>«iK-  tence  lye  againft  (*  *“**>)  a  true  believer  in  Chrift,  who 
Eodly  and  for  Co-  m  juftiffed  through  faith  in  him,,  and  who,  from  a  prin¬ 
ters,  for  unholy  crple  of  faith,  ha  $  ap  impartial'  refpeft  to -all  its  com* 
srad  profioe,  for  mands  *  5:  but  it  is  made  with  jta^fan&ior,  and  Hands 
mttr-  ■  *n  farce  for  the  condemnation  pf  impenitent  and  unbe> 
dereri  of  mothers,  lieving  tranfgreflbrs,.  and  of  thole  that  will  not  be  fab- 
S>t  tup-flayers.  to  the  authoritypf  God  in  it  ;  faeb  as  are  impious 

wretches,  that  bayo-not  the  fear  of  God  in- their  hearts, 
and  wilfully  turn  slide  front  his  holy  commandments, 
and  that  worihip  falfe  gods,  like  the  idolatrous  Gentiles ; 
and  fach  aa  are  delfitute  of  all  ttue,  holinefs,  and  are 
contemners  of  God  a ud- religion  ;  aadfaeh  as  do  not 
flick  at  the  horrible  fin  of  parricide,  or  of  murdering  their 
parents  whether  fathers  of  mothers  ;  and  would  mali- 
ciopily  d«ftroy  the  life  of  any  man  whatsoever; 
m  Fur  whore-*  ip  It  is.  alfo  in  farce  for  the  condemnation  of  fuch  as 
jti»£e»,fOTthem 9re  guilty  of  fornication  or  adultery,  {'“f^r)  or  of  any 
at  4ffl!e  unlawful  familiarity  between  perfousof  a-  different  fej  v 

and 

NOTE, 

*  “  The  law  ir  not  niadefar  a  righteous  ant  manilclfty  fach  as  were  forbntden- in  the 
“  mill”  evidently  relates  to  its  not  being  made  law  of  the  ten  cmnmandnicats,  and  mar  he 
to  etaieniit  him*,  bceuife  it  really  it  made  rcduced'to  one  or  other-of  its  preapts.  (See 
for  fach  an  one,  a*  well  as  other*,  to  be  the  Dr  (Vbiiifi  note.)  And  a*  the  pih  and  rcth- 
rule  of  his  obedience,  and  to  rsfttatn  him  verfes  inoft  obrioufly  fpcalc  of  the  faun  /to, 
for  tranf^Tc/fin^  it ;  but  iincc  there  is  00  though  in  the 9th  serfe  it  if  put  ivifb  thear* 
man,  that  lifts  and- (in,  no’,  the  rightrtms  '  tide  in- the  Greet,  and  in  the  toth  vitbtar 
man,-  whom  ll-ia  MSfliade'  -to  condemn,  it  it,  hare  Mt  Itdr’i  cntscifm  airthewitl  bv, 
to  he  ailderftood  of -one.  that'  is. -righteous  in  as  having  a  different  meaning,  when 

the  eye  of  the  law  through  the  rightetmf-  ufed  with  and  without  the  article,  feem,  to 
rwfs  of  ChiiO  received  i^f  faith  and'  that  fail,  a*  it  does  in  fevers!  other  places  t  Nv 
tie  iBeral  lav  is  here  interred,  appears  from  is  it  always  attended' to  by  that  learned  gc ti¬ 
the.  nature  of  the  tyitnes  decided,  as  fob-  tleman  himltlr,  according  to  what  we  hare 
jc&iig  perfocs  to  condurihation  by  it,  which  ofcfemd  in  the  note  on  Roth,  ill-  1 9, 


Ct>.  i. 


Mud*.  for  iqcdk 
JicJers,  fcr  Han, 
b-r  perjured  pcf- 
l«nst  and  if  there 
fcc  any  other  thing 
1  h  it  U  contrary  to 
f'uund  doftria** 


it  According 
:o  the 

g^fpirlof  the  blcfr 

Led  God,  which 
commit  ted  to. 
'"J  trtift* 


ra  AAdTthuik  - 
Chrift  |dtu  oor 
Lord,  who  hath, 
cabled  ale,  tot 
that  he  eounred 
me  faithful*  pat* 
ting  jne  into  ift$ 
miiuitry  ; 


1 3  Who  was 
before  a  blaffthe- 
ma\  and  a  prrft- 
color*  jod  injtu 
riooii  hwt  i'Ob-. 
nined  mercy*  be* 
CdOle  1  did  it  fg* 
norindy,  in  un- 
Irliei: 


Tb*£rft£pijlU  to  Tt  it  6  T  it  t  pafaphidji'<t 

and  fuch- a^  are  chargeable  with  the  unnatural  and  dc-» 
teftable  tin-of  Sodomy ;  fuch  as  venture  to  (leal  men, 
that  they,  may  either  ufc,  or  felL  them  for  Haves;  fuch 
as  addi&  themfelves  to  lies  in'  common  converfation  ; 
-fodi  as  perjureihemfelves  in  courts. of  judicature ;  and 
fuch  as  go  into  any  other  Co rt  of  wickednefs,  in  heart 
and  life,  that  is  Contrary  to  the  pure  and  wholcfome 
doctrine  of  divine  revelation,  beOdes  thefe  that  have 
been  fpecjfied ;  All  fuch  perfons  are  condemned  by  the 
righteous  law. of- God,  which  feverely  forbids  every  kind 
of  iniquity. 


1 1  Their  crimes  are  equally  contrary  to,  and  con* 
demued  by,  the  holy  nature,  defign,  and  obligation  of 
the  gofpeli  which  illuflrioufly  difplays  the  glorious  per¬ 
fections,  counfels  ahd  operations  of  the  ever  blcfled  God, 
who  has  an  infinite  fatisfaftion  and  delight  in  aruToT 
hi mfelf,  immutably  without  beginning,  alteration,  ot* 
end,  and  is  the  fountain  of  ail  happinefs  to  others,  by 
means  of,  and  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  mod  ex- 
cellent  gofpei,  which  is  a  dottrint  atcotding  to  goilinefst 
(chap.  Vi.  .and  is  glorious- .in  its  whole  febeme  of 
lalyationby  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  its  happy  and  holy  ef-> 
fcdtBbff  theinehat  believe,  (ft«n..i.j6.)  and  which.! 
have  been  intruded  with,  by  divine  revelation  and 
cotnniiffion,  as  a  precious  and  facred.  depo&utn  to  be' 
faithfully  prefetvcdj  and  difpenfed  wherever  I  come. 

ia  And  while  I  think  of  the  high  honour  of  this  im- . 
portant-truft,  I  cannot  but,  from  the  very;  bottom  of 
,'tny  fbui,  bkfe  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,'  our  only  Sa« 
viour,  Lord,  Aid  King,  and  give  vent  to  the  grateful 
glowing  ferityriems  of  my  heart,  in  all  ascriptions  of 
praife  to  him,  whohas  qualified,  authorized,  and  ftrength- 
ened  Kuc  for  this '  eminent  fervice;  info- 

muChthat,  having  formed  me  for  himfelf,  he  was 
pleafed -to  make 'account  of  me,  as  a  faithful  fervant ; 
and  fo  called  me  td,-  and  veiled  me  in  the  apoftolic  of¬ 
fice,  to  minifter  the  gofpcl  of. his  grace. 

13  Evenme,  the  unlikelieft  and  unworthieft  of  all 
others,  confidering  that,  till  his  grace,  reached  and 
turned  my,  heart,  I  was  a  furious  blafphcmer  of  his  di¬ 
vine  perfon  and  facred  do&rine ;  and  an  outrageous 
perfecutor  of  his  members,  even  unto  imptifoo  merit 
and  death  '}  and  amoft  injurious  reviler,  of  his 

name,  people,  and  imereft,  {A£ls  ix.  i,  a.  and  Luis 
Xxiil.  34.)  But,  notwithftanding  ali.tbefe  complicated,- 
ineenfing  provocations,  I,  0  fweely -amazing  thought ! 
found  forgiving  mercy,  there  being  juft  room  for  it, 
according  to  the  escenfive  declarations  of  pardoning 
*  K  3  grace. 


The  fiijl  EpiftU  to  Timothy  parapbrafcd.  Ch.  t. 


T*  An  t\ 
fr  ovr  J.giJ 
was  exceeding  a* 
hnndafit,  with 
faith  and  Jotc 
which  is  in  Chrifl 
Jcfaip 


grace,  and  Child's  prayer  for  ignorant  offenders  [MattL 
iii*  31.  and  Luke  xxiii.  34.)  f  becaufe  1  did  all  this, 
not  under  aconviftion  oi  his  being  the  true Qdefliah,  and 
with  defperate  malicious  enmity  to  him,  as  fuch,  in 
defiance  of  that  conviftion ;  Mo,  on  the  other  hand,  1 
verily  thought  withmyfelf%  that  l  might  to  do  many  things 
contrary  to  the  name  of  Jefvs*  (Afts.xxvi.  9,)  and  foall 
was  the  effeft  of  blind,  though  very  unreafonable  and 
criminal  prejudices  againft  him,  and  of  raOi,  mad,  and 
mifguided  aeal,  under  the  power  of  unbelief. 

14  And  the  free  favour  of  our  gracious  and  compaf- 
inmate  Ltxd  was  fo  amazingly  great,  to  fuch  an  obfti- 
nate  felf-deluding  wretch,  as  I  w.as,  that 
it  fupera bounded  toward  me,  far  beyond  what  is  ufual 
or  could  he  fully  expefted,  of  can  be  efti mated,  or  con¬ 
ceived  of,  it  working  effectual  faith  in^my  heart,  who 
was  before  foperverfe  and  refolute  an  onbeliever;  and 
in  producing  a  cordial  affectionate  love  in  my  foul  to 
himfelf,  and  delight  in  him,  as  the  anointed  Saviour, 
and  in  his  people  and  caofet  though  I  was  before  fo  vio¬ 
lent  and  injurious  an  enemy  to,  and  perfecutor  of  him 
and  them. 

15  What  adds  greatly  to  the  pleafure  of  my  reflec¬ 
tions  on  this  exceeding  abundant  grace  toward  my  (elf 
is,  that  here  is  a  wide  door  opened  for  the  very  worft 

C^ft^jcrnstinJe  °f  ^nners  j  in  love  to  whofe  fouls,  I  now  as  paffion- 
info  the  wU  to  ately  long  for  their  hnppinefs,  as  I  before  oppofed  it* 
f*V*  itvadhitf  ^  cao  nOW  a^ure  them  from  my  own  good  experience, 
1  uac  'as  well  as  from  the  whole  tenor  o£  the  gofpel-reveiation, 
that  its  grand  fu  aim  ary  article  may  be  firmly  depended 
upon,  as  divinely  true  and  faithful,  and  is  every  way 
worthy  to  be  tiniverfally,  be!icvingly,and  affcftionateiy 
embraced  by  all,  whether  greater  or  Idler  fin  nets  that 
hear  it,  as  itconfifls  in  this  joyful,  nearly  concerning, 
and  belt  of  ail  other  declarations,  viz.  That  the  great 
end  and  defign  of  Chrift’e  affirming  human  nature  in 
his  incarnation,  and  coming  into  this  lower  world,  un¬ 
der  the  t  ha  rafter  of  a  Saviour,  to  fulfil  the  law,  fuller 

and 

T  ;  E.  + 

words  {peaks  with  high  admiration  of  the 


i*  This  i#  * 
ferthrnl  faying  1 
and  worthy  of  aH 
acceptation,  that 


whom  J 


N  O 

|  It  k  not  to  be  fuppofed  that!  he  apo  (tie, 
hjr  faying **  btcaufd  1  did  it  ignorantly  and 
l'  in  unbelief,"  mcnUE  iha  his  ignorance 
■ad "no belief  wef*  defervlng ;  or  were  *  pro* 
p$T  .caufe'of  his  obtain  lag  mercy:  for  it 
wodtd  bi /firing*  Indeed '  to  itragrae,  that 


gract  of  the  Lord  Jcfiw,  as  eKtecdiog  a- 
tfi  buodaot  towards  him*"  who  cmfrkred 
bliafdf  as  tht  cbisfvf  /tuners :  But  Ms  Igno¬ 
rance  and  unbelief  did  not  fhut  hint  out  of 
thCfphere  of  mercy/  as  It  left  him  a  rip*- 


there  were1  any  merit  in  an  ignorance  which  ;  ble  fiibjeftjof  it,  according  to  tbe  grace  of 
Was  owing  to  a  wilful  rejection  of  the  clear-  tht  gofpet;  wliereas,  had  his  bhfphemy  and 
eft  meins  of  knowledge;  and  in  unbelief,  perfeeutionx  beeii  imlicioufly  praftifed,  c©»- 
which  is  it  ft  If  a  heinous  lie,  with  an  email  irary  10  his  knowledge  and  belief  of  Cbtld'j 
of  damnation  upon  ilt  under  4  he  light  of -the  being  the  true  Mefliab,  they  would  hare  *» 
accordingly  the  ipoifleui  thesext  mounted  to  the  unpardonable  fin*  - 


CZu  i*  The  fetmd EpiftU  to  Timothy  parap&rafed*  ?4J: 


and  die  io  the  room  and  Head  of  tinners,  was,  that*  he 
might  deliver  them  from  (in  and  wrath  through  faith  in 
him,  whethor  they  be  idolatrous  Gentiles^  or  blinds 
prejudifed,  and  perftcutiiijj  J*ws*  like  what  I  myfelf- 
wasv  add  might  bring  them  to  that  falvation*  which 
is  in  him,  with  eternal  glory:  A  greater  proof;  and 
more  encouraging  infhnce  of  which,  can  fcarce  be 
imagined,  than  has  appeared  in  me,  who  have  been  in¬ 
deed  the  moll  notorious,  firIVnte  tinner,  exceeding  all 
others  in  my  malignant  hlafpbemy  of  Chrift,  and  per* 
fecutiun  of  :his  members* 


id  Howbdfc, 
for  this  oufe  I 
obtained  mercy, 
that  in  me  firft 

Jeju*  Cbrill 
fllcw  forth 
ill  Jong- fullering, 
for  a  pattern  to 
ttitfm  whic  htbotild 
herd Fwr  believe 
on  him  to  life  e- 


1 6  Bat,  {“**■*)  ftill  further  to  encourage  all  forts  of. 
Gnncra  to  believe  in  Chrift  for  the  remiflion  of  fins,  how 
great  or  man,  foever  they  hare  been,  I  mu  ft  add,  that 
this  attontibing-inftancc  of  free,  fovereign,  and abountt^. 
ing  grace  toward  me,  was  defigned,  not  merely  for  the  ' 
falvation  of  my  own  foul :  Bur  Infinite.Wifdom  ordered 
it  likewife  with  a  .view  to  the  falvation  of  others,  to 
whom  I  am  appointed  to  preach  thefe  glad  .tidings,  that 
in  me  firlt  of  all  t»<and  as  the  chief  of  fin  nets,  the 


gracious  and  .compaffionate  Saviour  might  eicrcifc  aft 
forbearance ani  patience,  while  1  was,  for  a  long  while,' 
amidft  the  light  of.  the  gnfpel,  going  on  in  the  high 
road  of  rebellion  againft  him;  and  that  he  might  lee 
me  forth  as  the -molt  remarkable  fample  of  what  rich 
grace  they  may  warrantably  hope  to  find  in  him,  who, 
after  all  their  oppoGtion  to  him,  (hall  be  brought,  un» 
der  ah- ,atfe£Ling'  humbling  fenfe  of -their  guilt  and  dan* 
ger,  (is  I  was}  to  put  their  truth- alone  in  him  for  the 
-pardon  of  Gn,  acceptance  with  God,  and  fafe  conduct 
to  eternal  life. 


f  Now  onto  ij  Now,  in  reflection  on  the  grace  of  our  Lon!  Je* 

to  whom  I  have  made  my  religious  grat**- 
'fible,  ful 


NOTE. 

f  Herr  feems  to  be*  reference  back  for  puttJpg  him  low  the  mjnUlry;  it  forms 
im  ivhat  the  apolllc  frid  of  himfclf  vey.  t;T  rr/iu  tiaiur*l  to  uutlciflaml  him,  its  doling' 
*fv:hto  I  ttm  tf'itft  (<t*  vrv'-htttpi  *yx)  *nd  the  accounr  of  *hn  Chrift  had  therein  don* 
hat  oiihtdwf)  (*v  for  him,  with  a  tloxotogy  ro  him-  and  if, 

upulj)  '  asfomc  luppcfs;,  "  chck  D^cternai^nijfrf 

*  A*  Cbriji  pjir  /-Mrf,  I  apprehend,  the  king  of  4£«,"  rw  stum) 

is  the  only  fubjrft  fpokru  of,  uud  all  along  meaning  the  patriarchal,  Mo  laic,  and  cv*»- 
rwvwnf’d'-ia.  tbc  £ve  preceding  v<rihr  the  gelicai  ages,  wish  what  treat  propriety  wy 
conittftion  ttrriw  chi*  lof^r  aferiprioo  oJ  gJo-  Chrift  be  Ottfiderrd  a*  that  king,  whool- 
ry  mod  immediately  (o  him*  couljdcrcd  z&  ten  appeared  as  the  great  jehov^h,  that  or- 
*u<J  ^  thc-apftllle  (ver,  dcml  and  governed  the  two  former*  as  well 

tart  equally  joined  lied  the  Father,  and  our  .  as  chiefly  ads,  asking  u f  the  church ii\ the bft 
i*ord  Jefui  Chrift,  w  giving  him  his  divine  nfdwfcdifpenfarioDs?  Nor  is  it  any jtfffc  object 
liiid  apollofi:  eonumflfoji,  iuid  had  equally  tion  to  ibis  doxology’s  being  offered  to  Child, 
«iibod  mercy  and  peace  to  thji  the  like  as  ivmc  think,  is  preFcntcd  to 

fiuiu  God  our  ’Father,  and  our  I^nl  Jems  God  tlis  Failier,  chop,  vi.  j  j,  id;  (ice  the 
Clirift*  (ver.  i.j  and  a«  hr  (ver.  n,)  wint  note  there)  uocc  the  dfaircr  titles*  and  cilen- 
kito  the  ou  11  rtli^i^as  to  Clu'ill  rial  dsaia^crs  of  Codlcad  jvc  fr^iicntly  a* 


blithe  only. wife 
Cod,  fo  b-anou* 
and  glory.,  for  e- 
■vfir  and  eyer. 


fja  Tkef.rfl  Epijlle  fo  Timotht  parapbrafed,  Ch.  u. 

ful  acknowledgments  for  haring  put  me  into  the  ml- 
niftry,  ( ver .  12.)  I  folemnly  afcribe  all  honour  and  glo¬ 
ry  to  him,  as  the  iovcreign*l<erd  and  governor  of  the 
whole  creation,  who  is  from  everlaftiug;  to  eyeilafting 
the  incorruptible  God;  invifible,  as  to  his  divine  na¬ 
ture;  the  :only  being,  ineluftoe  of  the  Father  and  Spirit, 
.that  is  poftefled  of  infinitely  perfefit  wifdom,  originally 
and  e&entially  in  himfelf,  and  is  the  giver  of  all  wifdom 
to  others,  and  maltes  them  wife  unto  felvaiion  that  be* 
liere  in  him:  May  he  be  magnified  and- adored  in  the 
loftieft  ftrains,  from  henceforth  through  all  fucceeding 
timey  and  to  an  endlefs  eternity  !  'Amen.  So  let  it,  be, 
fo  it  ought  to  be,  and  fo*  it  will  be  among  tbcife  that 
know  and  love  him. . 

18  The  charge  by  which  I  hare  ordered  you,  my  dear 
fon  Timitky,  to  remonifrxte  with  al]  authority  againil 

tliy/aecsTuingto  thofe  that  would  teach  any  other  doctrine  than  you 
hare  received,  +  {ver.  3,  4,  5.)  and  which  I  commit, 
as  a  (acred  truft  to  you,  from1  whom  there  are  juClly 
great  expectations  of  eminent  fbrvice,  according  to  the 
intimations  which  the  Holy-Ghoft  had  given  by  fome 
New  Telia  ment-prophett,  before  you  entered  on  your 
office,  as  a  perfon  rirarkeduut  for  ir,  and  to  be  remark¬ 
ably  endowed  with  fuperior 'extraordinary  gifts,  and  mi¬ 
raculous  powers,  for  fulfilling  it ;  which  1  now  remind 
you  of,'  that,  in  reflection  upon  tbefe  things,  you  may 
be  the  more  excitetf  to  «£fc  the  part  of  a  faithful,  dili¬ 
gent,  and  courageous  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrilt,  in  fighting 
his  battles,  under  him;  againU  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world, 
and  in  Handing  up  valiantly  for  the  truth*  againft  all  op- 
pofition, 

19  In  which,  as  ever  you  would  acquit  yourfdf  with 
honour  and  advantage,  and  as  becomes  your  character 
and  fun£Uon,  it  concerns  you  to  be  ftedr'aft  id  the  faith 
of  the  gofpcl,  to  hold  it  fad,  and  to  hold  it  forth  in 
yoiir  minilhy;  and  to*  keep  zeonje  ier.ee  void  cf  offence 
toviard  God  and  man,  ( A£ts  xxiv,  16.)  that  you  may  be 

upright 


>S  Thiic’rt  irge 

7  commit  nrto 


the  pyoplwe* 
which  went  be¬ 
fore' an  th*£,  that 
ihou  hy  them 
mightcfl  war  a; 
n-stfare,. 


tp  Holding 
filth  and  a  good 
fOmfdsnce',  which 
fbms  hiving  put 
a  canccr-n  h  1  g 
frflih  have  mace 
fcipwtedt : 


NO 

Jrribed  to  the  Father  and  the  Son*  to  (how 
tha:  ihcy,  in  nature  and  divine  properties 
art  one  God,  in L  difti nation  from  all  other 
pretended  debit*,  though  in  other  places 
ttfwy  are  ferfovalj  diAinpiifhptJ  'from  cadi 
Other  5  Nor  is  it  wy  grwrer  objection  (w 
I  httfrtbly  apprehend)  tppijinj  th^t 

pert  of  this  defeription  of  God  to  our  L^rd 
Wos  ChHft,  in  which  bf  is  faid  to  he  iavifi- 
}/e;  ft  nee  this  reiarw,  not  to  his  human  na¬ 
ture  and  office-appearances  under  the  Old 
and  Neo*  Tdboiciif‘difpo*ifeEioMS  |h«t  to 
hfe  diving  j w/ur/,  eonGdcrcd  osder  the 


T 

itial  notidn  of  him,,  a*  Gid.  However,  b 
this  view  cf  him,  the  Father  is  no  more  ex¬ 
cluded  ftom  thil  doxology  than  the  Son  fc, 
were  We  to  underfland  it  as  an  afcription  of 
glory  t ft  God  rhe  Father  i  Btrt  tdminiflg  that 
this  <war  direfkcd  to  thrift*  it  is  a*  lofty  an 
1  a£tfprion  of  glory  ivil  honour  to  him  u  « 
my  wh^re  made  to  the  Father  hitinftlf. 

+  Several  expofiton  hsre  thought  that  this 
vericis  iobecpnocAed  with  ter*  5-  ^aniihat 
ait  the'othen',  which  tome  between*  ae  to 
be  coo£dertd  $t  ?  ?srcnthrjk*. 
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upright  and  faithful  in  preaching  jtj;  and  hV ng  anfwer- 
able  to  tfe  which  fome  pra/eflors  of  Chrift*s  name, 
■  having  wjeGedt  and  paid  do  regard  to,,  have  thereupon 
{a*  is  always  to  be’  expc&ed  ia  fuch  cafes)  renounced 
ihe  dofifcrme  of  faith  itfelf*  which  they  before  profriTad, 
to  their  own  danger,  lofs  and  damage,  like  one  that 
fuffers  to  the  greawl  extremity  by  a  fhipwreck- 
lo  of  whom  so  Of  this  fort  ofapoftates  there  are:  two  remarkably 
Tnd  a!^!  infamous  ringleaders,  whom  I  think  unyfelf  obliged  to 
whom  £  have  de^  point  out,  that  you  arid  all  Chriflians  may  beware  of 
leered  unto  Sa-  them,,  arid  bear  a  public  teftimony  againft  them*  they 
fnayldr^ arc  Alexander* -*  who  were  fo  notorious 

tiurphemc,  * 1  f°r  fabverting  thefaith  and  bolinefs  of  the  gofpcl,  and 
for  broaching  their  horrible  errors,  and  pra£tifing  abo- 
minabfe  immoralities,  that  I  was  under  a  neceffity  of 
'Wercifing  the  apoftolic  rod,  which  Ch  rift  his  given  me, 
by  delivering  them  up  to  the  power  of  Saran  to  infii& 
pujiifhments  upon  them  in  body, 'or  foul,  or  both,  char,, 
by  means  of  fo  fevere  &  difcipline,  they  might  be  brought 
to  a  corm&iou  of  the  evil  of  their  hearts  and  lives  \  and, 
by  feeling  the  dreadful  confequence  of  their  crimes, 
might  b^afraid  of  perilling  in  their  blafphemous  <lefa* 
motions  of  the  name,  doctrines,  and  ways  of  the  Lord* 
(fee  tbe  notes  oa  i  Cor,  iv*  ?i»  and  i  Got.  i*  6.j 


RECOLLECT!  ON  S- 

How  folemn  and  important,  honourable  and  delightful,  is  the  tnift  that  God 
'Otir  Father  and  the  Lor-d  Jefus  Chrift  have  committed  to  gofpe  l -mi  Hitters  1  How 
thankful  /Wild  they  be  for  it,  anddeftrous  of  abundance  of  grace  and  mefey 
fiw  thefc  divine  perfona,  to  help,  pity,  and  profper  them,  that  they  may  be  fup- 
■ported  under  tbeir numerous  trials  from  without  and  from  within,  and  enabled 
to  be  faithful  mL their  Lord  awe rk,  according  to  the  qualifications  he  has  given 
them,  and  aU  reafonahle  expectations  from  them  \  They  may  indeed  meet  with 
many  virulent  aod  fubtile  atlverfaries  ;  fume  furious  percenters,  like  Paul  be¬ 
fore  his  con  veriion;  ethers  apoftites,.lihe//^A,rvrtf/  and  Akxamkf\  and  others, 
tint  would  introduce  fabulous  traditions,  (trange  dc&rincs,  doubtful  diipuU- 
thins,  and  van  jhDglmgs,  to  the  overthrowing  of  the  faith  of  many  nominal,  gro- 
ftiTur^j  inflead  of  promoting  spiritual  edification:  Hut.as  all  fach  are  tefbe 

fbuiHird 


N  O 

f  41  Sjmiv:  having  put  away  (arsf^**^***) 
*4  faith  and  a  £'K>d  confcicn«,fc>  can  by  no 
means  prove*  mat  they  ever  had  diem  be¬ 
fore,  a*  fyroe  contend  :  For  the  word  here 
uied  prbperly  fignjfira  to  rg'fff,  or  at 

in  til  at*  where  it  is  that**  he 
**  that  did  bit  neighbour  urroug  ihrull  jMo* 
u  fes  away  (^roraro)  faying,  Who  made 
u  theca  ruler  and  judge,  nvcMis  And  at 
other  times  h  U  uf«l  to  Itgrrify  only  a  reje^b- 
i^Dfvhiti^pm^ird  pcrfoni  for  their 
acceptance;  a*  when  the  “  [frsclhes  would 
'*  not  obey  Mofcs,  b#\  thrill  him  from” 
them;  Acts  vih  and  when 

the  ^pottle,  lpuking  of  ibe  golpcl,  laid  to 


T  li¬ 
the  Jews,  "Seeing  y^n  pwt  it  fn*m 
s(  Jo,  wc  turn  to  the  Genriks” 

*  HpncntKS  waSj  m  all  likelihood,  the 
fame  that  is  Ipoken  of,  a  Tim*  ii*  ti*  as 
S  pernicious  loan,  who  denied  the  doclnne 
(<  wf  the  refwrrcclton,  and  overthrew  the 
**  faith  of  i=*ne;"  And  AUxUatfer  Items  t* 
have  been  the  tafpefijmM*  mentioned  x  Tim* 
w,  14,  ij,  as  having  done  the  apottJe 
14  much  evil,  and  greatly  with  florid'  his 
M  ’  and  was  probably, that  AUxaxrfrr 

whom  the  Jews  ftirrtd  up  to  declaim  ip* nft 
Pcuf,  and  tis  an  odium  upon  him,  in  the 
uproar  at  Ki>K:r-J,  C^e  the  jiarujihrale  ani 
^0USC3  Adis  ^iO 
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fliunntd  and  rejected,  while  real  converts  arc  to  be  atiTc&ioaately  loved, ^genu¬ 
ine  children  in  the  faith,  with  what  courage  may  the  ftmnta  of  Chrift  ftand 
to  their  charge,  in  which  they  are  called  to  wir  a  'good  warfare !  And  with  what 
pleasure  may  they  recommend  the  glorious  gofpei  of  tfceblefiVd  God,  in  hope  that 
the  like  grace  maybe  exteoded.to  other  tinners*  for  working  faith  and  love  in 
them,  hr  means  of  their  preaching  it,  as  has  been  fliewn  to  themfelves  1  For 
they  well  know,  and  can  aflure  all  about  them*  on  the  credit  of  a  divine  tef- 
’  timony,  that  Jefua  Chrift  cimc  into  the  world  to  favc  the  chief  of  Jinoert,  O 
wondrous  lup unbound! ng  gnee  Mt  turns -the  hearts,  and  pardons  the  tins  of 
bkifpliemers*  percenters  and  injurious  perfont,  and  frecs  them  from  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  the  lawt  which  does  not  ftand  in  force  againtt  {hnfe  that  are  made 
righteous  through  faith  in  Chrift,  but  only  agaifjft  obftmate,  impenitent,  and  on- 
believing  ir^sner*,  that  prrfift  in  ungodlinefg  and  immoralities  of  various  kinds 
which  are  forbidden  by  the  good  and  holy  law  of  God,  and  are  equally  contrary 
to  the  found  doctrine  of  the  gofpel.  Buthow  Jhould  tinners  tremble  at  the  thought 
of  continuing  to  oppofe  and  r^jeft  the  gofpeb  «id  making  a  wrong  ufe  of  the 
law;  And  how  folidtous  fhould  preachers  and  bearers  be^  that  they  may  live  un¬ 
der  the  power  of  evangelical  love,  as  proceeding  fnogy  a  fan&ified  heart;  and 
that  unfeigned  faith  and  a  good  confeience  may  be:  always  preferred  together; 
left*  by  violating  confdence,  they  toon  make  fhipwreck  of  faith !  And  with  what 
gratitude  and  praife  fhould  all,  that  ate  experimentally  acquainted  with  Chrift, 
according  to  the  gofpel- revelation  of  him,  uuiie  their  adorations  of  bim,  together 
with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  as  he  in  bis  divine  nature  is*  inseparably  from  them, 
the  King  eternal,  immortal,  in vifible,  the  only  wife  God!  To  Whom  be  honour 
and  glory  for  ever  and  ever*  Amen. 


C  H  A.  P.  ir. 

The  apsflle  orders  prayers  to  be  made  every  where  for  aU forts  of  per - 
fonSy  heathens  and  their  magifl rates ,  as  welt  as  others rue  the  grace 
if  the  gof pet  makes  no  difference  of  ranks  $r  nations*  I* — 8*  And 
jbews  how  women  ought  to  behave  in  civil  and  religious  lifct  9, — 15* 


TtXT. 

T  Exhort  there- 
^  fore,  that,  heft 
of  all,  Applica¬ 
tions  ,  prayers  , 
iiitercrifions,  and 


pviHjof  thinks 
&c  made  for  all 

mefi 


%  For  kings* 
arid  for  all  that 
arc  in  nufrorky  ; 
that  Ve'may'ktfd 
iquiet  and  pta«- 
able'  life  in  alJ 
godtineft  and  he- 
nefty* 


Pasaphr.se, 

A  S  the  prejudices  of  the  judatzing  Chriftians  are  fo 
ftrong  againft  the  Gentiles ,  and  fome  among  them 
reje£l  the  authority  of  heathen  magiflrates,  I  therefore* 
futtable  to  my  character,  as  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles , 
do  in  the  firft  pl.ice  exhort,  that  in  every  Chriftian  af- 
fembly,  and  in  famijy  and  fecret  worfhip,  all  man, 
ncr  of  addreiTes,  in  a  way  of  deprecation  of  evils,  and 
of  petitions  and  pleas  for  all  needful  mercies,  and  in  a 
way  of  thanksgiving  and  pralfe  for  mercies  received,  be 
offered  up  to  God,  through  Chrift,  for  men  of  all  forts, 
whether  they  be  Jc-ms  or  Gentiles,  and  of  all  ranks  and 
degrees,  whether  in  higher  or  lower  ftations, 

2  That  they  be  made  for  civil  magiflrates,  though 
heathens;  fuch  as  bear' the  title  of  emperors  or  tings, 
or  as  are  in  high  places  of  dignity  and  authority  under 
them,  or  under  any  form  of  government  whatfoever, 
that  their  perfons  and  admmiflrations^may  he  blefl'cd, 
and  they  may  rule  in  tbs  fear  of  God,  as  I/racl  were  to 

pray 
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pray  fox  heathen  kings,  and  the  peace  of.  the  cities  where 
they  were  earned  captive,  {Ezra  vi.  to.  and  Jer.  xxix. 
7,)  and.I,  a*  an  .apoftlc  of  a  Itill  more  benevolent  and 
Cxtenfively  .  gracious  difpei?fatj9tt%  now  exhort,  that 
.  prayers  be  likewifeoffered  for  all  forts  of  fubjt&s,  that 
we,  who  are  fucb,  may,  undu  the  protection  of  the 
civil  government,  and  according  to  God’s  defign  in  ap- 
p'otneing  it  for  the  good  of  the  community,  five,  and 
pafs  our  time,  and  tranbtt  our  affairs,  with 

fafety  and  peace,  fecure  from  ail  outrages  and  violence, 
public  or  private,  toourfelves  and  families,  of  to  our 
civil  and  religious  rights  and  privileges ;  and  with  a 
tranquillity,  (hat  .may  be  fuhfervient  to,  and  exempli¬ 
fied  in,  all  ads  of  piety  toward  God,  and  of  moral  ho* 
nelly,  virtue,  and  honourable  conversation  toward  men 
of  every  charafler.  ..  :  . 

3  par  *is  it  '  3  For  thus  to  pray,  and  thus  to  live,  is  in  itfdf  fit 
good  ud  ««ep-  and  right,  and  every  way  becoming  Chriftians}  and, 
rable  m  the  fight  as  fuch,  is  agreeable  to  the  good  and  holy  nature  and 

«ou/:  ojt  a-  wjjj  Qf  q0(j)  and  welUpleafing  in  hi6.  fight  thro*  Chrilt, 

who.  has  made  himfelf  known  under  the  endearing  cha¬ 
racter. of  God  your  Saviour  and  mine,  together  with  all 
th.it  believe,  of  what  rank  or  nation  foever ;  there  be¬ 
ing  now  no  difference,  as  to  this,  in  his  account. 

4  who  *ill  4  Who  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  bii  will, 

h»rc  ail  n»m  to  {Epbtf.  i,  5.  9.)  for  the  more  jlluffrious  difplay  of  the 
be  fired,  and  to  freends,  iovereignty^  .variety,  and  abundant  riches  of 
knowled^of  the'  hi«  grace  under  the  gofpel-dirpenfation,  intends  effec- 
trodi,  tually  to  fare  all  forts  of  men,  whether  kings  or  fubjefis, 

high  or  low,  greater  or  teller  tinners,  Jevit 01  Gentiles  *; 

and 
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*  Alt  men  'here,  and  all  in  verft  d-  cm- 
n*r,  without  fhc  grtiteft  inattention  to  the 
whole  fcftpc  of  iht  content,  he  made  to  (iff- 
rJ.tV  all  ami  every  individual  of  tmnlund^ 
■j.ni  fn  con  Anted  into  a  proof  of  teuiverfai  re- 
/■ 'ntfMn  athd  feivitlon :  For  si  tfrefe"  and  ■ 
toeh  like  umverfa!  term*  arc  often  uftd  in  a 
miitaiiifJ  md  di(lrihnfi\«  fenfe,  (fee  l!l£ 
note  on  1  Cor.  v,  17,);  C?  *U  along  in  the 
preceding  verfes,  which  fpeafc  of  praying 
jtr  eli  m*uf  far  kings  t  and  wbicn  tncie 
vcrics  refer  to,  as  arguments  to  infortc  it  a* 
pin  ft  the  prejudices  of  fhc  Jtvrst  who  dc- 
j  pi  fed  the  Gentiles,  and  their  rulers^  plaiii, 

that  by  alt  men  is  mean t  trrt'Jjrfj  mirtf 
Mthtfher  Jewt  or  Ct/ibl rt,  hags  Qijkbjtfts* 
To  fupppfe  it  tafignify  every  individual  of 
mankind,  an  fuic^  Ik  reconciled  with  the 
spoftle  Jeff's  J dn  v*  if,) Tfrm 

*'  is  a  Un  untudaatn,  1  do  not  iky  that  ye 
**  (hill  pray  far  it,"  thu  15,  for  to  ate  who 
evidently  appear  to  have  been  galley  of  the 
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unpardonable  (in ;  modi  left  ate  tbankf  to  ho 
offered^  for  fucb,  md  all  the  wicked  of  the 
tarttu  But  the  all  mfu,  whom  God  will  hate 
to  U  ftntedy  are  thofe  only  whom  be  will 
have  co  be  **  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
**'  the  truth/*  which  cannot  be  kid  of  alt 
man  kind,  dnlvcrfrUy  without  exception ; 
biicca  jjrear  part  of  the  world  neither  are, 
nor  ever  wire  enlightened  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  idelf*  But  a  great  num- 

her  of  both  yrwi  and  Gt MUts  of  Various  ra* 
tfc>nf,  and  (bmc  of  all  ranks  andbidcrs  of 
people,  have  been  not  only  favoured  with 
the  jjpfpcl,  but  alio  kriiiftty  taught  to  know 
1  be  truth*  ai  it  if  In  Jefu&:  And  of  fWf  alt 
it  U  laid,  Chnft  gave  bimfdf  a  ranfom  ftr 
tbfmj  ver  6,  a$  the  prucurinp  nufc  of  th«r 
being  brought  to  the  kaw ledge  af  the -truth y 
and  eternally  fa  vet]  by  that  mean*,  according 
10  the  will  of  God:  And  to  fuppofe  that 
God  really  Ufi/frd  the  illumination  and  falva- 
lion,  which  lie  jicv:r  eft3<dt  iuid  the 

of 
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5  For  thrrt  is 
one  Ciud,  and  one 
Mediator  between 
(iod  and  men, 
the  nun  ChriJl 
Jrfuii 


6,  Who  five 
himfdf  a  random 
for  ail*  to  betdli- 
£ed  in  due  lime* 


and,  in  order  hereunto,  determines  that  the  gofptl  (hall 
be^pubHfhcd  to  every  creature,  [Mark  xvi*  ij.  fee  the 
note  there)  that  (inaerc  of  every  nation  maybe  brought 
to 'a  faring  acquaintance  with  its  important  truths,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  way  of  pardon  and  eternal  life,  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  alone  there  is  falvatioD  for  them, 
{sifts  iv,  1 1,)  - 

5  For  though  he  was  formerly,  in  ^'peculiar  and  re¬ 
trained  fen  ft,  the  God  of  the  JewSp  there  is  now,  ac- 
cording  to  ancient  prophecies,  {Zeeh.  xiv.  9,)  one  and 
the  fame  God  to  them,  and  to  the  Gentiles  z\to>  feeing 
it  ij  one  God -which  fhall  jufiify  the  cireXmcifion  by  faith* 
end  the  uncircumcifion  through  fsith\  (Rom.  iiL  2y,  30.) 
and  though  the  Gentiles  have  fist  up  many  mediators  to 

♦pacify  asd  intercede  dwith  their  fuperior  gods,  and 
though  Mofes  and  the  high  priefti  under  the  law  were 
a  fort  of  mediators  between  God  and'  the  people  of  If 
raeit  arid  them  only-f;  yet  there  is  now  one  and  the 
fame,  and  only  one  Mediator  of  reconciliation  and  in- 
taceffion  between  God  arid  men  of  all  nations,  who 
were  at  variance  with  him  byreafoit  of  fin,  even  the 
great  aYid  glorious,  yea,  divine  man,  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
afTurfied  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with  himfdf, 
as  the  Son  of  God  j  and  fo  was  truly  man,  as  well  as 
God,  and  thereby  completely  fitted  for,  and  according¬ 
ly  performed  the  office  of  an  mterpofing  Saviour  between 
both  the  offended  and  offending  parties,  God  and  man; 
the  nature  and  irttereft  of  both  being  united  in  him : 
It  is  therefore  highly  proper,  that  prayers  and  praifes 
fhould  be  offered  up  to  God  for  all  forts  of  men  through 
him,  in  whom  alt  nations  fhall  be  bfcjfcd. 

6  Who  being  Lord  of  bis  own  life,  (fohnx*  i8.)ar,d 

having  an  infinite  dignity  in  bis  perfon  as  God*man, 
freely  offered  up  himfdf,  foul  and  body,  an  atoning 
fact lfice  to  God,  and  laid  down  his  life  as  a /price  cf 
redemption,  or  as  unfocn  paid  to  divine 
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juibce, 


of  which  be  sever  granted,  is  lo  defeat  *4  the 
**  «founfel  of  his  will,  who  works  all  things 
* *  axrording  it,**  (Ephef.  i.  it.)  in  ways 
that  are  fui table  to  the  diffe-renl  make  of  Ms 
creature  $  ja  the  moral,  &$  well  as  in  the  na* 
<*ral  world,  without  an v  rfbree  u  poo  the  f rte 
find  nttNol  faculties  erf  mankind;  and  he 
Wfiid,  nth  itTpeft  to  the  government  of 
ibtic  tffairs,  “  My  counfcl  Anil  lland,  arid 
**  I  will  do  all  my  pleafure,"  (Ik,  *1pj.  jo.) 
.  +  Clift's  beioor  Oiled  7X4  when  fpuken 

*f  as  Mediator  bet  ween  43  od  and  mtn-,  is 
aaomorean  arguitmt  againft  his  being  alio 
ia  the  dtfeharge  of  that  otSce,  than  iu 


beinj  atother  tinr>es  laid,  that  **  the  Lord 
**  of^tary  cnicificd,  and  (Jod  purchafd 
**  thecourch  with  hU  num  blood,’*  (t 

ii.  8.  and  Afts  it.  *,&,)  is  an  argument  a^r^l 
hii  being  in  hb  fufterings  and  blood- 
filed;  and  as  he  is  eapre&ly  called  thevnf  ;\U+ 
this  tr-uft  exclude  alt  Other*,  fuck  is 
faints  and  dttgels,  which  cbe  Vapllis  let  up, 
and  iHoWoufly  worlbipa*  iheir  meJiatorf, 
in  like  manner  a*  the  Gtniiks  had  formerly 

fat  up  it? any  mediruors,  ro  parity  and  *n- 

Tcitcdc  with  their  fuperior  gods,  fire  Mr 
Jeftph  Mcdcs  works,  p*g,  J7*t 


Cl.  5i. 
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jcftice,  by  his  foflVring  in  the  room  and  Head  of  ma¬ 
ny,  [Math.  xx.  28.)  to  deli  vert  hem  from  the  bondage 
of  fin,  Satan,.  the  law,  and  death,  (fee  the  .note  on  vtr. 
4.)  even  vgA  multitudes,.  which  nomarrcan  number,  of 
all'  nations*  ranks -and  degrees,  whom  ke  rtdeemfti 
frm  timong  vun,  (Rer.  v,  9.  and  vii.  9.)  a  teftitnony 
to  which  was  given  by  the  for  oxer  prophets  in  1  heir  days, 
(1  Pst~  'i.  to,  t  u)  and. was  to -be- Dill  firrore  clearly  gi¬ 
ven,  as  it  now  is,  under,  the  New  TcBament-difpeo- 
faijon,  by  preaching  tbe  gofpel  in  Its  proper  feafori, 
firft  to  the  Jew,  and  afterwardsto  th z  Gentiiti.  (Rom. 

i.  j  6.)  /  .  '  V  "  ^  . 

r  Whereunto  1  7  U  nto  the  -publ tilling  of  which  gofpel,  I  am  appoint- 

»m  oj<tin«d  *  ed,  and  authorized  of  Cod,  to  bey  as  itwere,  a  herald, 
f^Uc^n  r>jk  md  an  apoftle,  with  an1  extend ve  commiffionto . 

tae  CinithPC1n  proclaim  it,  without  re(hi£tion  to  the  Jrmt ;  (wbarfo- 
thrift,  and  lie  ever  thofc  of  the  circumcifion  may  think,  I  folemuly 
declare,  and  appeal  to  Chrift,  as  a. believer  in  him,  and 
faith  ud  verity,  in  his  oin  niicient  pretence,  who-  is.witoen  to  what  1 
fay,  that  I  herein  fpeak,  with  tbe  fl  ri£tcft:  veracity,  with- 
ourthe:le*fiprcvarication)I  amhja  fpecial  manner  or¬ 
dained  of  God  to  bit  a  preacher,  particularly  to  the 
Gentiiilr  'of-the-fatth  and  .truth,-  dr.  true  faith’  bf  -the 
gofpel,-  that  bis  wUl,-for  faving  purpofesj  may  be  riadd 
known  to  them  by  tne,:  with  all  faithfulneCs  and  6a- 
cerity-  -  -  -  ■  '  ■ 

0  t  will  there,  8  I  therefore,  according',  to  this  divine  'Coffitififli'on 
f<IT  *hue  toward  the  Gtntiles,  infill  upon  it,  as  in  tbe  name  of 
tin  in  n  oph'»lr  my  great  Lord  and  Mailer,  that  Chriftians,  and  par- 
hiiBct y  without  ticularly  men,  that  are  the  peoples  mouth  to  God,  pray 
weith  and  doubr--  for  a[|  £[,e  fore  mentioned  forts  ofperfons,  not  with  a 
,r'Bt  confinement  to -.the.  temple,  and  JeviiJb  fynagogues, 

but  in  every  place,  asthere/may  be  opportunity  and 
convenience  for  it  %  one  being  no  more  holy  now  than 
another:  {Jihn  iv.  21,-24.)  And  this  ought  to  be  done 
with  fervour,  purity,  and  elevation  of  heart  to  God,  in 
token  of  which  holy  men  have  ufed  to  lift  up  their  hands 
in  their  facred  devotions,  without  a  wrathful  temper, 
like  that  which  difeovera  itfelf  in  the  malice  and  indig-* 
nation  of  the  Jcwt  again  ft  the  GentiUs\  •and  without 
doubting  whether  God  will  hear  the  prayer  of  faith,  or 
whether  h;  will  be  gracious  in  laving  Gentiiest  as  well 
36  Jgvtty  that  believe  in  Chrift ;  and  without  reasoning 
and  difputing  again  fl:  it.  . 

9  in  like  mm-  9  I  aifo  alike  inlift  upon  it,  that  women  appear,  as 
•cralCt,  at9[|  times,  fo  efpecially  at  religious  aftetn  blits*  neat 

and  d*cent  ^  *  garb  f<«tah!c  to  tbe  moddty  of  their 
.  with  fex,  -wi[h  an  air  if  reverence  of 

Hums  Cod 


ch.n 


T 5 6  Thi  firjl  EpiftU  to  T i moth t  pardphrafid. 


ftam;  -  fteadfitft  God  and  of  facrcd  things,  and  in  a  prudent,  fobcr  man* 
ner;  nQC  adorning  theinfelves  #  with  curioufly  curled 
fodr,  or  gold,  m  plaited  hair,  after  the  manner  of  lewd  women,  or 
pearl*,  or  coitif  with  gayandftiowy  deckings  of  gold  and  precious  Hones, 
armf*  or  any  rich  and  gaudy  apparel,  (i  P*t.  iii.  3.)  which, 

when  they  are  fond  of  them,  and  ezcelhve  in  them 
beyond  their  ctrcurnftances,  difeover  pride  and  vani~ 
ty  of  heart,  and  a  greater  folicitude  of  appearing  be¬ 
fore  men  than  before  God# 


xo  Bui  (which  10  But  (is  is  moft  decent  and  honourable  for  rdi— 
hrcoT^tK  womp  g;dUS  Tameflt  t|,at  mate  a  profellion  ofpiery,  and  of  a 
SefM  wSh^good  fwpreme  regard  to  the  things  of  another  world)  their 
works*  chief  concern  fhoutd  be  to  put  on  the  fhining  ornaments 

of  fuch  graces,  practices  and  performances,  as  are  ;ood 
in  themfelves,  conformable  to  the  holy  law  of  God, 
and  of  great  price  in  his  fight,  aud  ufeful  to  others, 
ti  Let  the  »o-  1 1  According  to  the  becoming  modefty  with  which 


men  leam  Ui  ii* 
knee  wkh  all  fob* 
jcAioo^ 


11  But  l  fuller 
not  a  woman  10 
teach,  nor  to  u- 
forp  authority  o- 
ver  the  man,  hut 
to  be  in  iileuce* 


women  ought  to  behave  in  church-aflemblies,  let  them 
liften  to  public  mmiftrations  with  meekoefs  and  fifcnce, 
and  in  due  fabje&ion  to  the  fuperior  characters  of  their 
huibands,  and  the  mmUtcr?,  of  whom  they  are  to 
lear.*  the  things  of  God* 

1 2  Burl  by  no  means  permit  fy  that  the  woman  fliould 
take-  upon  her  publicly  10  preach  in  the  church,  (fee  the 
notes  ou  1  Cor*  xi»  3*  and  xiv*  3,)  nor  do  1  allow  char, 
under  any  pretence  whatfover,  fhe  a  flume  an  authority 
to  herfelf  that  betokens  a  fuperiority  to  the  man :  But 
I  infill  upon  it,  that,  in  alt  religious  aJTcmblics,  (he, 
fuitahle  to  the  order  of  her  fexs  behave  with  a  meek  and 


fiictftfubjc£ti<m  to  him  \  and  the  reafonof  this  is  found¬ 
ed 


NOTE* 


*  The  adf/rvingi  condemned  here,  and 
tTctiiL  4'Sreiuefc  aiwerdover-curtousand 
catiaugatit,  rich  and  eottly,  above  the  rank, 
(latioq  ud  ibiCry  of  thofc  that  wore  them, 
and  as  tended  to  puJTup  the  pride,  kvky  and 
of  their  own  hearer,  end  to  era  ice  o* 
then  to  wantoanefc,  by  thofc  ways  of  deck¬ 
ing  themfcWes;  aadihty  iccna  to  be  fueh  a- 
dnruings,  ts  were  chiefly,  if  not  entirely*, 
efed  a*  the  attire  of  harlots.  {See  Dr  !¥bit- 
4/s  oote  here,  and  on  1  l*ct.  iii.  4.)  bat  that 
adorning*  are  lawful  on  proper  occa- 
fionij  anording  U>  peoples  different  fUtiont, 
is  evident,  from  their  having  been  worn  by 
RfbtKC*  and  t^ucen  Ejihtry  Gen.  xxiv.  n> 
jo.  and  Ejib.  t,  i,  and  from  the  aUuft^ns 
that  are  made  %o  them,'  with  approbation, 
in  frtctng'fonh  the  beauty  aud  glory  of  rhp 
church,  PfuL  ilv  |&.  10,  and 

£-ek.  iiri.  10^—14,  id.  The  uu^tou  tberr- 
forcagalnfl  tbcleibvts  of  adoruiiig^ttther 


relates  to  thofe  that  werefcime  way  exrrfilve, 
ktufticiL,  luxurious,  nr  indeed! ;  or  cite  to 
an  tfjfiftrfiea  of  outward  drtfc,  rather  titan 
the  brighter  ornament  of  virtue,  m-j*  Icily 
and  chaiUtyv  piety,  holm  eft  and  *\irksT 

(chap,  v,  j6r)  21  thofe  forms  of  exprJJion 
arc  fomeumei  to  he  underflow,  n«*.  iu  an 
absolutely  ncgjtive,  bat  <1  tapjrattvc  knfe, 
(freExnd.  tvi,  3.  JodiL'rj.  and  Luke  xiv. 
**•>*) 

■f  The  teaching  here  forbid  to  the  wtman 
relit**  to  public  preaching ;  Imt  docs  mt  ex¬ 
clude  her  from  engaging  in  private  family— 
inftniftion.  of  children,  qr  others,  either  by 
heri'df  or  jv'ilH  her  huftqnd,  as  ifhHzthy s 
mother  ✓  altd  grandmother  molt  probahly 
taught  him  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  (eri|w 
lures,  x  Tim.  Jii.  i;,  f  and^t  Priftihj  joic*' 
od  widt  Afzifti  in  p.ivatcly  expounding  (ho- 
'fjy  of  Uoii  to  ApvU*^  xviji,  al. 


Ch.  ii. 


13  Fur  Ad&m 
wa*  firf  formal, 
ibcn  Ere* 


14  And  Adam 
was  not  deceived , 
but  live  woman 
being  deceived 
was  in  the  trioi- 
grtfliorv 


if  Nottfnth* 
fending,  the  JhaJI 
be  faved  in  child- 
bearing;,  If  they 
costume  10  faith 
«nd  cfetity,  ami 
bdiindi  with 
knety. 


Thijtrfi  EpiJIU  U  Timothy  parap&rafed »  457 

ed  in  the  original  lav  of  nature,  and  in  the  ftateof 
things  immediately  after  the  fall*  - 

13  For  Adam%  the  common  father  of  all  mankind* 
was  brought  into  being  by  the  great  Creator  before  his 
wife  Evet  who  was  made  out  of  one  of  his  rtbc,  {Gen* 
ii- 21*)  which  intimates,  that  the  man  war  not  created 
for  the  woman$  hut  the  woman  for  the  man,  (t  Cor*  xi. 
9+)  and  that,  by  confequcoce,  the  ought  to  be, in  pro* 
per  fubjeftion  to  him* 

14  A.nd  as  to  the  ruin  that  is  brought  upon  mankind 
by  the  fall,  it  was  not  Adam  that  was  deceived,  and 
drawn  into  fin,  by  the  immediate  flraragem  by  the  fer- 
pem  ;  but  £vef  bis  wife,  being  impofed  upon  by  that 
fubute  adverfary,  was  thefirft  of  them  that  went  into 
the  rranfgFefiion  'of  the  law  of  God,  which  forbade 
their  eating  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil 
upon  pain  of  death  ;  and  Ihe  was  the  means  of  her 
hufband’s  doing  the  fame,  {Gen.  iii,  I,— ti,  12,13.) 
without  his  own  being  feduced  by  the  ferpent  himfelf, 
and  (which  indeed  aggravated  his  fin)  without  any  de¬ 
ception,  but  knowingly,  as  induced  to  it  by  his  fond 
affeflioQ  to  hie  wife, 

-  15  However,  the  female  fei  *  (hall  be  fo  far  relie¬ 
ved  againft  the  righteous  fehtence  ttpon  the  firft  woman, 
{Gen,  iii,  id*)  that  they  (hall  be  carried  through  the  far¬ 
rows  of  cbUd-bearbg,  fometimea  with  fafety,  and  al¬ 
ways  with  freedom  from  them  as  a  curfe  ;  and  (ball 
certainly  be  faved  with  an  everlafting  falvadon,  in  cafe 
they  prove  thcmfelves  to  be  real  Chriftrans,  by  conti¬ 
nuing  in  the  eiercifc  of  faith,  and  trufl  in  God  through 
Chrift,  the  promifed  feed  j  and  as  the  fruit  of  their 
faith,  in  love  to  God  and  his  people*,  and  in  all  conju¬ 
gal  chaftity  and  holinefs  ^of  heart  and  life,  together 
with  a  due  moderation  of  their  paffitms  and  appetites, 
and  a  fober  behaviour,  as  becomes  women  profefEng 
godlinefi,  which  has  the  promife  of  the  life  that  now  rV, 
and  of  that  which  is  to  come .  (Chap,  iv,  8,) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  abundantly  more  extenfive  is  the  gnee  of  God  under  the  gofpd-difpenfa- 
tioTi*  than  it  was  in  the  Jrvifl  ages  J  He  intends  the  falvation  of  all  forts  of 
perfons>  whether  they  be  Jevs  or  G tntiUi *  high  orlow,  greater  or  lefler  fmnm ; 
and  accordingly  will  bring  in  multitudes  of  them  to  the  faving  knowledge  of 

Chrift, 

NOTE. 


■  Sfcr  JMi  he  fnvtdi  cannot  relate  perJbft- 
ally  to  £wt  who  ms  dead  long  before,  nhere- 
ua  this  U  a  proirufe  for  tune  to  cproe  :  And 
therefore  I  lake  it  to  leUte  to  vcmen  in  tc* 
litraf,  that  wen  involved  with  her  In  the 
teitiencr  pronounced)  Gen,  iil,  if.  and  to 


fie  U  z  noun  of  rmiMmde,  including  the 
whole  Tea;  accordingly,  by  an  analogy  of 
jiumUiT,  frequent  in  It  is  eipref- 

fed,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  verfc,  by  their 
continuing  in  foith,  rfc.  (fee  Dr  J ¥h:ibfi 
note.) 


t$8  The  fir fi  Epifile  to  Timothi  pordphmfctL  Cfi*  tiu 

ChnQV  irbo  is  the  onl?  Mediator  between  the  offended  God  and  offending  matu 
and  freely  gave  bimfcrf  up  a  price  ^nedcmptioti  to  fatisfy  divine 

juftice  for,  all  of  every  charader  that  tlul)  believe,  in  h.i.m,  and  to  dt  liver  them 
froip  fin!  and  from,  the  wrath  to  come*  'What  a  bleflrd  aod  mcoaraging 
ground  of  hope,  and  of  prayer*  is  here,  for  Icings  and  fnbjefts,  that  by  means 
of  a  gofpet-miniAry,  which  Chrift  hu  appointed  to  teftify  his  atoning  death, 
thejMroy  be  brought  to  know  and  believe  iu  bins,  though  at;  prelent  they  he 
ftnuigcre  and  enunks  to  him  l  And  how  pleafiag  to  Ggd  h  ii>  ttut  Cbri&;aa 
fubje^  on  all  occa  lions,  ahd  whenever  tUejr  are  engaged  in  divine  worihip, 
without’ regard  to ^  any  (liftmdion  of  places*  be^idp'jrrtimte1  in  prayer,  and 
hearty  in  thankigivmga  for  their  political  governors,  as  they  arc  ordained  of  God 
for  tHegood  of  the 'community*,  that,  under  their  protection  and  favour,  4 hoy 
may  live  in  i^uiet  poffeflion  of  their  nJigimu  and  civil  righU,.  and  have  full  lilir* 
ty  for  the  difchargc  of  all  moral  and  ChrlftUu  duties !  Women,  as  well  as  mm, 
are  to  join  in  public  worfhip,  and  To  behave  with  dccency,"i:ke  perfons  profetfing 
godlincfs:  They  ought  not  to  be  Fowlof  decking  ther/i^vts  with  fplcndttl  attire 
dot  fet  their  hearts  upon  fine  andibmptuous  drei^  but  upon  the  richer  anti  bright¬ 
er  omamertfs  of  virtue  and  grace,  and  abounding**  it)  every  good  work  :  And  re- 
xuemberiog.  the  rank  in  which  God  has  placed  their fex  by.  the  law  of  creation  > 
and  after  the  fall,  in  which  the  woman  was  Grft  in  the  tranfgretliou,  they  ihould 
take  heed  of  every  thing  that  looks  Tik*  an  affectation  of  foperiority  to  the  man, 
and  be  filent  learners  with  due  fubjetf  ion,  and  not  preachers  tu  the  church  :  Ai»d 
23  ever  they  wou Id  be  comforted  under  the  difmal.  effects  of  thc.feH,  and  be  car- 
riedjafe  through  Lhc  forrows  and  dangers  of  child-bearing,  and  get  at  laft  to 
heaven,  it  behoves  them  to  live  in  an  exerdfe  of  faith  and  love,  chaftity,  holineb, 
and  fobriety ;  For,  bJetfcd  be  God i  here  is  a  gracious  promile  of  rich  mercy  to 
fiich* 


ae; 


C  H  A  Pv  III- 

The  apcjllt  deferibes  what  ought,  to  he  the  qualifications  and  behaviour  of 
gofpel^hijbopsy  I, — 7.  And  of  deacons  and  their  vfiWf  '8,— 13- 
And  gives  Timothy  a  reafon  of  his  writing  Jo  particularly  to  hm 
about  thefts  and  other  church*  affairs  t  far  dircCtinghis  own  tonduft) 
as  an  evangcli/l)  14,— 16* 


Tear, 

’pliii  i/  a  true 
1  tying,  )f  a 
roan  di/m  i  he  of*, 
file  of  a  bUhep, 

hedefiRthtgood 

wort. 


Paraphrase. 

HPO  proceed  to  foroe  other  (Hreftions,  that  may  be 
needful  for  you,  my  fon  7unethyy  to’be  acquainted 
with,  in  order  to' a  due  difeharge  of  your  fruit,  as  an 
evangelift  j  it  is  certainly  true,'  and  may  well  be  fa  id, 
that  if  any  Chfiftiany  property  qualified,  is  inclined, 
with  a  view  to  the  glory  of  God. and  the  good  of  fouls, 
to  enter  upon  the  office  of  a  paftor,  or  overfeer  of  God’s 
flock,  to  perform  the  part  of  a  bifhop  in  the  overlight 
of  it,  (fee  the  notes  on  ASis  xx.  28.  and  i  Pet.  v.  a.) 
he  aims  at  a  very  important,  honourable,  -and  ufeful, 
though  laborious  poft. and  far vice:  But  that 

you  and  fuch  may  know,  and  the  church  may  judge, 
and  not  be  impofed  upon,  it  is  proper  to  draw  out 
fotne  account  of  what  fort  of  qualifications  are  needful 
for  a  faithful  and  acceptable  duebafge  of  the  duties  of 
fuch  a  high  and  laborious  Ration. 


Cb,  in. 


Thejtrji  EpifiU  to  Timothy  paraphrased, 

i  A  bifhop  2'  A  biihop,  ot  paftor,  then*  ought  td  be  an  inoffen- 
bl*mdc&Uft  tbe  ^ive  m-an»‘  of-  ad  unexceptionable  tnoral  charafter,  in 
hufban/'of  one  every  relation  of  life,  that  tbe  minijlry  be  not  blame&y 
wife,  vijitwt, fo-  (a  Cor.  rn  3^)  and,  if  he  be  nor  a  fluffs  man  %  he 
b«rt  »f  good  be-  ought  by  no  means  to  have  any  more  than  one  wife  at 
)ic»f?H»iity ,  apt  *  time  j  no»  nor  on  any  account,  except  iff  cafe  of 
to  teach ;  adultery,  to  divorce  his  wife,  and  marry  another, 

whilft  (he  is  living  :  {Mat,  xxxi.  3a.)  '  He  ought  alfio- 
to  be- very  circumfpeft  and  diligent  in  bis  work,  watch¬ 
ful  againft  Satan  and  all  his  inftruments,  and  watch¬ 
ful  over  his  own  fpirit,  words,  and  actions,  and  for  the 
.  fouls  of  thole  that  are  committed  to  his  charge ;  and 
to  be  very  moderate  in  hit  appetites,  pa  (Eons  and  plea- 
fures ;  to  be  affable,  courteous,  prudent,  and  engaging 
in  the  general  courfe  of  his  converfation  toward* -all 
men}  and  to  be  of  a  generous  foul,  ready,  according 
to  his  ability,  to  relieve  the  neceflities  of  tbe  poor  f, 
and  entertain  godly  {(rangers,  minifters,  or  others,  that 
are  well  recommended  to  him  j  and  he'fhould  be  well 
furniflied  with  a  good  Aock  of  C hrifl tan  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  capable  of  exprefling  his  fentiments 
with  freedom,  clearness,  and  propriety,  for- the  tnftruc- 
tion  of  others,  and  for  fupporting  and- defending  the 
trutbs  of  the  gofpel  on  all  (citable  occafions  j  as  alfo  to 
be  ready  to  improve  all  proper  opportunities  for  it. 

3  Not  gWdn  t*  3  He  ought  by  no  means  to  be  a  wine-bibber,  {Mat* 
not^rtedy^fil-  xi.  19* )  or  a  I0”1-  offtrong  drink  to  ahy  excels  nor 
th^fucrei  bw p>-  to  be  a  man  of  a  qusrrelfome  and  furious  temper,  like 
wm,  not  a  8Aw-  one  whole  paffions  are  too  ftrong,  upon  provocation,’  to 
t«,  Doicoretouj  bis  tongue  from  grievous  feurrility,  or  his  hands 
from  violence ;  nor  ought  he  to  be  eagerly  fond  of  the- 
riches  of  this  world,  which  are  defiling  gains,  efpeci- 
ally  to  one  of  his  charafter,  when  procured  by  any  bale 
unworthy  means:  But  he  (hould  be  one  of  a  meek, 
calm,  peaceable,  and  forbearing  fpirit,  (2  Tim.  ii.  24.} 
not  abul)ve,  noify,  and  clamourous  in  his  way  of  talk¬ 
ing  and  difpuctog  i  nor  fo  in  love  witb  the  things  of 

this 


NOTE. 

*  The  bttffaaitf  a**  infe,  neither  mom  fieri*  of  all  others,  ought  to  (Lind  clear  of 
that  a  biflmp  or  pa  Qnr  is  obliged  to  marry,  either  of  thcKe  lins+  . 
nor  that  Ke  ought  never  to  many  a  fccond  f  A  lover  tf  tof/ntaftij  properly  lignlfmc  a 
wife*  the  protuhuion  of  .irhich  uquld  be  friend  to  Grangers  |  (pA«$fi«t)  and  as 
contrary  to  natural  fights,,  and  the  defign  of  for  public  entertainment  were  iv>t  very  utba-l 
the  Uv  cT  marriage  itfdf ;  neither  of  which  Suthofe  days,  it  was  a  becoming  part  of  the 
was  ever  intended  to  be  let  afide  by  the  gof-  character  of  bithops  to  be  open-hearted  to 
pel-dtfpeofation  r  But  it  h  rfafignefl  to  guard  poor  Chri  films,  ihst  were  firangers,  cfpcc- 
Agiinfi  and  againfi  dhrtU'ts  od  ally  to  fuch  at  were  driven  in  to  iheir  neigh- 

frivolous  occafions,  both  whkh  were  frequent  boorhaodt  by  perfecaitom,  and  to-niinifiert 
amour  die  Jrwy,  bilt  condemned  by  our  that  went  about  from  pkee  to  plan;  top^eac!* 
Loud,  Wat-  *isf>  j*  9*  and  therefore  miaU  die  goipcL 


l6a  fhe  jtrfl  EptjHe  to  TlMOTHT  paraphrafcd  Ch.  iii. 


4  One  tbit  ru- 
fafa  wdl  his  own 
bodtf^  hiving  bii 
children  in  fib- 
jeftlon  with  *11 
gwity ; 


this  world,  as  to  prefer  the  fleece  to  the  flock,  and  to 
leek  theirs,  rather  than  them.  (2  Cor.  ait.  14.) 

4  Furthermore,  if  he  hare  a  family  and  children,  he 
ought  to  keep  up  good  difciplinc  and  decorum  in  his 
houfe,  and  maintain  s  prudent  authority  over  his  chil¬ 
dren,  as  well  as  fervams,  to  oblige  them,  like  Abra¬ 
ham,  (Gen.  xviii.  19.)  to  fubmit  to  regular  orders,  both 
with  regard  to  religion  and  manners,  as  may;bc  moll 


y  (Forifs  man 
know  nut  how  to 
nikhitownboufr, 
how  Hull  he  ukc 
cm  of  the  church 
of  God  0 


f  Not  a  na* 
vice*  left,  being 
lifted  up  with 
puidc,  he  ftU  in¬ 
to  th^eondtram- 
lion  of  the  devil. 


honourable  and  comely  for  him  and  them. 

5  For  if  a  man  have  the  chatge  of-  a  family,  whofe 
affairs  are  more  cafy  to  be  managed,  and  of  lefs  confo 
quence,  and  do  not  know  how  to  govern  it  well,  as  be¬ 
comes  the  matter  of  his  own  houfe;  how  can  it  rea- 
fonably  be  expected,  that  be  ihould  have  prudence, 
care,  and  refohuion  enough,  to  prefide  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  higher  and  more  difficult  affairs  of  the 
church  of  the  living  God,  {ver.  15,}  in  which  all  things 
are  to  be  done  decently  ami  in  order,  cxatUy  according 
to  his  Lord’s  appointment?  (1  Cor.  xiv.  40.  fee  the 
note  there.) 

6  He  ought  not  to  be  a  raw  upftart,  nor,  ordinarily, 
one-that  is  but  newly  converted  to  the  faith  of  Cbriil, 
and  planted  in  his  church  }  (««*»»()  left  being  puffed  up 
with  a  high  conceicof  his- gifts  and  (mattering  know¬ 
ledge,  (which  has  more  heat  than  light)  or  with  popu¬ 
lar  applaufe,  or  with  the  honour  of  being  fo  foon  ad¬ 
vanced  to  fuch  an- eminent.  Ration  in  the  church,  he. 


through  the  inftigatton  of  Satan,  fall  into  the  fame  con¬ 
demnation,  and  by  means  of  the  fame  pride,  as  the 
devil  himfelf  did,  when,  not  contented  with  his  Ration 


among  .the  glorious  angels,  he  left  his  firfi  habitation, 
and  is  {hereupon  reftrvtd  in  evtrlafiing  chain!  of  dark - 
ntfs  to  tlfe  judgment  of  the  great  day,  (Jude,  ver.  6.) 

,  Moreover,  7  Once  more.  He  ought  to  be  a  man  of  clear  repu- 
fie  mult  have  a  tation,  not  only  with  Chriftians  themfelves,  but  alfo 
them  :wiridi  aw  among  unbelievers,  whether  Jev>t  or  Heathens,  that 
without;  left  he.  are  ou£  of  the  pale. of  the  church,  and  watch  for  the 
fall  into  reproach,  halting  of  gofpei-profeflbrs,  and  especially  of  gofpel- 
the  devil f°*te  °f  ^blitters  >  left  he  give  too  great  occafiotj  fot  rtproach 
upon  himfelf,  and  upon  the  name,  doctrine,  and  ways 
of  the  Lord ;  and  fo  the  devil  catch  an  advantage  a- 
gainft  him,  to  the  injury  of  his  own  foul,  and  of  his 
ufefulnefs ;  and  to  the  difcredic  of  religion,  the  triumph 
of  its  adverfaries,  and  the  grief  and  Humbling  of  young 
converts. 


i  Liktwifc  rrtifi 
the  dciconi  be 
grave*  uotdoukfo* 
tCJTgUcd,  HOt 
gmn 


8  And  as  to  another  fort  of  church -officers,  that  are 
fet  apart,  as  deacons,  who  arc  appointed  to  take  cate 
of  the  poor,  and  manage  the  church-flock  for  ferving 

tables, 


Ch.  ui. 


The  jirjt  Eptfik  to  Timothy  paraphrjfed.  ■  jf^ , 


riven  to  much 
Vine,  not  gTtedy 
ol  JiUhf  lucre. 


o  Holding  U-e 
*ivftcry  Of  the 
ini'll  in  a  pne 
cun  lei  (X* 


TO  And  la 
ihcfe  vM'o  5;  ft  be 
prated  3  dun  ki 
them  life  the  i>t- 
deacon,  be* 
ing  biamc- 

icii. 


it  E^rn  fo 
nwj?  their  *-n'cs 
hi  grave,  not 
liamlcrcrs,  fober, 
i.ithi’ul  in  all 


tables,  {ARs  vi,  2,  fee  the  note  there,)  They  likcwife, 
as  to  their  moral  charafter,  ought  to  be  men  of 

a  grave;  decent,  ami  venerable  behaviour,  and  uf  pood 
reposr,  {Affs  vu  3.);  not  given  to  diffimulaiion,  fpta ic¬ 
ing  one  thing  and  meaning  anoFhcr,  or  carrying  two 
faces,  and  talking  at  one  time  contrary  to  what  they 
fay  at  another,  as  may  heft  ferve  a  turn  ;  nor  ought  they 
to  indulge  them  Pelves  in  drinking  tvo  freely  of  any 
flrong  liquors,  which  would  not  only  be  a  reproach  ih 
pon  their  cbara£lers,  but  render  thjm  very  unfit  for  the 
duties  of  thtir  office  \  nor  oegh:  they  to  be  of  an  ava¬ 
ricious  temper,  that  would  flacken  their  hands  to  th^ 
poor,  and  be  a  temptation  to  a£t  the  part  of  uniYuiful 
fte  wards,  in  privately  appropriating  feme  cf  the  church** 
ilock  to  their  own  uf"e* 

9  As  to  their  religious  character,  they  ought  "tobd 
found  in  the  faith,  ftedfaflly  adhering  r  >,  and  perfrve- 
iing  in,  the  pure  un  mixed  ducirities  ot  ihegcfp,],  wlrch 
are  indeed  a  myiiery  to  the  carnal  unbelieving  world, 
ami  exceed  the  ccmprehcnfion  of  enlightened  mind*; 
themfelves  ;  the  deacons  ought  to  hold  iheie  fa  ft  in 
their  belief  and  proictfion,  with  all  the  ftnecrity  of  ;i 
heart,  that  is  purified  by  faith,  and  purged  from  an 
evil  confcience  by  the  blood  of  Chrifh 

10  And  in  order  to  their  being  ebofen  to  this  office, 
they,  as  well  as  paftors,  ought  to  be  firft  tried,  proved* 
and  approved  of*  as  to  their  moral  and  religious  cha¬ 
racter  ^  and  then,  being  found  unblameabtc  with  regard 
to  any  notorious  crime,  or  any  remarkable  defeat  ia 
the  fore  mentioned  qualifications,  they  fliould  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  office,  and  intnifted  with  the  whole  bu* 
finefs  of  a  deacon,  in  ull  its  part*. 

11  In  like  manner,  {if  they  arc  In  a  married  fhre) 
their  wives,  for  the  creditor  religion,  fulmble  to  tha 
near  relation  in  which  they  (land  to  tWfe  church-offi¬ 
cers,  ought  to  be  pci  funs  of  a  grav«,  chaste,  and  de¬ 
cent  behaviour,  free  from  all  light nefs  of  temper, 
words,  drefs,  and  deportment;  they  ought  not  to  b* 
defamert  of  others  hy*  falfe  accusations,  (r™ 
which  is  the  very  fpifit  of  the  devil  himfclf ;  much  kfj 
fhould  they  be  tale-bearers  of  injurious  Things,  i-fpecs- 
ally  to  thr  poor,  left  the  deacons,  their  huibnacb,  be 
thereby  prejudiced  againft  them  :  But  thry  ffioidd  be 

watchful  over  their  tongues  and  paffions,  tem¬ 
perate  in  eatifig  and  drinking,  and  careful  in  farniiv- 
ceconomy  within  their  own  fphere,  from  whence  th£ 
hulband  may  take  hints  for  prudent  ;md  irugai  manage¬ 
ment  tn  Applying  the  wants  of  (lie  poor;  end  they 
t  L  •-■■r.jK? 


Vql.  V. 


i6i  The  firfi  Epiftle  to  Timothy  parapbrafed.  Ch.  r!i. 


ll  I*ct  the 
deacon  be  the 
husbands  of  one 
wife.  ruling  their 
children  and  their 
own  botrfri  wdL 


13  For  they 
that  hive  nted  the 
ofli ze  of  a  deacon 
weil,  puichoffe  to 
tbemitlves  a  good 
degree,  and  greet 
Loldnefi  in  the 
felth  which  U  ill 
ChrUl  Jrfcra. 


14  Theft  things 
write  1  onto  thee, 
h.>fing  to  come 
fen  u>ihct  Jhortly  t 


15  But  if  I  tar¬ 
ry 


ought  co  be*  not  only  faithful  to  the  marriage-bed,  but 
juft  ami  true  ro  all  ihe  trulls  committed  to  them*  with 
faith fuinefs  to  God,  to  their  huibands,  and  others,  ne¬ 
ver  daring  to  purloin,  or  embezzle  any  of  the  church’s 
creafnre* 

12  The  deacons  alfo,  as  well  as  pallors,  (vrr,  z .  fee 
the  note  there)  ought  to  avoid  the  fin  of  polygamy  and 
unlawful  divorces*  keeping  to  one  wife,  as  long  as  fhe 
lives  ;  and  whether  they  have  children,  or  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  families,  they,  as  perfons  placed  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  ilation  of  a  religious  nature,  ought  to  fet  a  good 
example  to  others,  by  maintaining  a  due  decorum  in 
the  order  of  their  houfes* 

13  They  ought  carefully  to  attend  to  tbefc  things  : 
For  fuch  as  have  acquitted  themfclves  with  fidelity,  and 
for  any  length  of  time,  in  difeharging  the  deacon’s  of¬ 
fice,  well  defer  re,  and  will  certainly  obtain  high  de¬ 
grees  of  honour  and  refpecl  in  the  church  e;  and,  in 
that  way*  may  warrantabiy  hope  to  acquire  and  incrcafe 
in  gifts  and  graces  fuitable  to  their  ftations  ;  and  they 
will  be  emboldened,  from  the  teftitnoay  of  their  own 
consciences  to  their  fidelity*  and  from  the  juft  reputa¬ 
tion  they  have  gained  in  the  church  and  the  world,  to 
be  open,  free*  and  courageous  in  their  profcCion  of  the 
pure  and  unmixed  cfoQrine  of  Chrift,  and  of  their 
faith  in  him,  whereby  they  have  derived  grace  from 
him,  to  enable  them  to  be  faithful  in  fulfilling  their 
trull  for  his  glory. 

14  I  write  thefe  things*,  in  brief*  for  your  direction* 
and  to  be  communicated*  as  there  m*y  be  occaGon*  to 
others  *x  hoping  at  the  fame  time  to  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty*  entflong,  of  coming  to  yoa  at  Ephefut ,  or  elfe* 
where,  to  give  you  fttli  fan  her  inflrufiions. 

ij  But  if  Godin  bis  providence  (hould  order  my 

being 


NOTES. 


*  *fhe  good  degree  which  they  purrhafc, 
Of  procure  to  ihcmfclves,  item*  rather  to 
relate  to  the  honour  (hey  fhould  rife  to  hi 
the  efteern  of  the  chunc'.i,  than  to  theft  ad¬ 
vancement  to  the  pftflorol  office  t  For  that 
office  is  4  difiinft  order  from  the  deactMift, 
and  nut  a  dr^rcnl  degree  of  the  Tame  order  ; 
and  the  work  of  a  de<wny  being  chiefly  to 
attcadrlhe  temporal  afKars  of  the  church  in 
fcnrhigtablmt  hai  very  tin U  tendency  to  a 
preparation  for  the  office  of  the  miniftry, 
which  is  of  a  fpirfrual  nature,  as  it  princi- 
ly  t*  in  perfons  *’  coutiQUaily  giving 
4i  thrmfeives  to  prayer,  and  to  the  imniftry 
•*  of  the  word,1'  (Aflt  ri.  i\  3;  4-)  accor¬ 
dingly  the  leaned  Dr  Owen  conjc&mcs,  that 


this  goad  degree^  which  fi^nhies.i 

JUpt  or  a  (cat  a  till  Jo  exalted  in  an  alflmLiy, 
tnhearor  fpeak,  *h odes  to  ita  curtain  of 
fitting  in  ihe  Jni dfi  fyuagogues,  which  hid 
fomcfL'an  ratted  above  others  for  perfoos  to 
fit  in,  according  to  their  dignity ;  and  fo  ii 
it  ay  jbc iaphiricaitj  Signify  Tome  place  of  e- 
imncuoe  m  ■  charvh-aflrroblyt  which  is  due 
to  fnch  as  hare  ufed  the  office  of  a  deacon 
well;  vthcc,  with  bold nefs  and  confidence, 
they  may  a  (lift  in  the  management  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  rite  churchy  as  this  belongs  to  a  pro- 
fcflhm  of  the  faith  which  is  in  Chrift  J-^i^ 
(■See  the  Do£ta>rft  tut  nature  of  3  gt>T-^ 
church,  pag.  186,  187.) 


Cb.  iiu  f%t firji  Epijllt  to  Timothy  pamphfa/iit 


16$ 


ijlonf,  tliu  than 
tuytQ  know  how 
^hoa  oughrcft  to 
behave  thyfctf  In 
t-'tthoo&o?  UDdf 
vrEiich  n  the 
church  of  the  ii- 
▼:nj  God,  the 
pdlirwd  ground 
oi  die  inith. 


being  detained  longer  from  yon  than  rmy  be  expe£ic:i, 
I  fend  this  letter,  to  (hew  ho*  you  ofciglit  to  conduct 
yourfclf  m  what  relates  to  the  houfe,  which  God  has 
built  for  himfelff  and  is  the  foie  proprietor  of ;  not  ail 
houfe  made  with  bands,  like  rhat  which  he  caufed  td 
be  built  to  bis  own  name  at  Jerufxlem^  (i  Kings  vim 
J9.)  much  left  like  the  temples  that  heathens  ha7e  e- 
rc&cd  to  their  lifeleft  idols  ^  but  an  houfe  of  a  fpirltu* 
al  nature,  confiding  of  credible  profeflbrs  of  Chrift's 
name,  who,  as  lively  Hones  built  together,  (1  P*t*  in 
5.}  make  up  the  church  of  the  only  living  and  true  Godf 
which  he  animates  by  his  fpirit,  and  in  which  he  dwells 
after  a  more  excellent  manner  than  he  ever  did  in  the 
temple  of  Solomon  itfetf,  though  he  filled  that  wnh  a 
glory:  (1  Kings  viii.  JO.)  Ttveftrength,  ornament,  and 
fafety  of  this  church  is  altogether  fpi ritual,,  of  a  differ-* 
eat,  and  incomparably  nobler  kind,  than  any  pillar  and 
bafts  of  a  material  temple  can  be  f*  It  is  the  found 
truth  of  the  gofpel,  of  which  Chrift  is  the  fum  and 
fubftancc,  and  which  you  and  all  faithful  paftors  are 
to  preach  and  maintain  in  all  holy  mi  nitrations. 

16  And  it  muft  be  coiifeffedly  owned, 
that  the  true  dottrinc  of  the  gofpcl,  which  is  according 
to  go  dime  ft,  {chdp*  vl.  3.)  is  a  great,  glorious,  and 
in  comprehend  hie  myftery,  (fee  the  note  on  T  6V.  in 
7.)  j  fome  of  the  principal  articles  of  which  are  thefe, 
namely,  That  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  is  flrifty 
and  properly  God*  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit, 
even  God  over  ail  bleffed  for  ever,  (John  1.  14.  and 
Rom.  is.  5.)  was '  matiifelted,  for  rhe  molt  importune 
purpofcs  of  redemption  and  falvation*  in  his  incarnate 
ftatei  and  fo  was  Immawe{t  Got&vrifb  us  :  (Mat.  i.  21, 
23.)  And,  having  fitisfied  divine  juftice  by  his  obedi¬ 
ence,  fufferings,  and  death,  he  was  publicly  acquitted 

anil 

NOTES* 

+  The  piflxr  arid  gf&ntd  of  troth  u  rrferted  **  Jcfiu  Chrifl  Mm-lclf  being  the  chief  corner-5 

41  ilooc,*1  ^Epjicf.  lL  u>. }  ;  jnd  the  ciotlrin® 
of  Peter's  coalcflion,  or  thrift,  whom  3>c 
confefUd  is  csllti  **  tJtc  rock,  on  which  h£ 
“  would  b hit*  church/*  (Mat,  xv;.  rb* 
fte  the  note  There,)  It  tf-ereFore  \*>  me 
thar,  in  uppoti  tit'll  (■:»*:■«  pi!k:rfi  btiil- 
durian  of  a  material  tsii'pk;,  h  here 

alluded  to*  thctrvthcj  ii-e  C^rijl 

to  exhibited  in  die  gffpcl,  n  m^nit  by  Lho 
pil !ar  ^.nd  greund  trull:  ou  which  the 
droreh  tUids,  as  its  F^undiiffon  tu <1  fti^porii 
accordingly  tins  tritb  ■*  fpokcu  of  undec  the 
appellation  of  the  mjtiirj  \f  gadlhefi  ;  and 
icvcral  articles  of  it  iue  fnecibed  in  tbcfol-1 
lotting  yerft. 


iff  And,  with* 
'mi  comroverfy, 
£r;at  U  the  ntyf- 
rory  of  godlinefs : 

was  maci- 
feit  intfu?  llcfh, 
jnftidrd  in  the 
Spirit,  feerr  of 
mgelf,  preached 
unm  rhe  Qeu* 
tiles,  believed  on 
in  the  world,  /e- 


rttTcd 

glory. 


tin  into 


by  force  to  the  cWci,  and  by  other?  to  II- 
moiSty  and  j %Qfpel*mni$tn-  But  th*  truth  ef 
the  gvfpef  ii  niorc  properly  the  pillar  asd 
ground  of  the  ehLtdi,  thaji  the  ciuftjh  b  of 
the  truth ^  aod  the  church  cannot  poflibly 
be  the  pillar  of  troth  any  ovherwiie,  than  as 
it. hold*  forth  and  maintains  the  truth,  which 
jifelf  i;  built  upon*  aud  tho*  thcapolllcs  are 
olicrt  pWarji  Gal.  it.  P*  yet  they  cannot  he 
fc:J  to  be  fo  in  their  own  perfons,  but  only 
a  in  their  minilhdttoDS  they  fupponed  th^ 
^fptUJofti'inc  concerning  Chrift;  as  the 
i;iimdjtitiu  of  the  chtirrii,  i  Cor.  iii-  sor  1 1. 
which,  on  that  account,  is  called  *i  the 
Foiuidaiion  of  the  apofllfS  und  prophets. 


i*  > 
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and  accepted  of  Go«l,  as  the  righteous  head  of  the 
church,  and  %vas  cleared  of  ail  the  vile  reproaches  of  his 
enemies,  in  his  refarreftion,  by  a-  concurrence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  with  his  own  power,  as  a  divine  perfon, 
{fee  the  now  on  Rom.  i.  4.)  5  ami  fo  he  was  raifetl  again 
for  ou r-juilification  from  all  the  offences  for  which  he 
was  delivered  to  death,  (Xcm.  iv.  25.)  lie  was  after 
that  feen  of  angels,  and  honourably  wicneflid  unto  in 
his  afcenfion,  (A£h  i.  to.)  vaft  multitudes  of  which 
furrounded  him,  as  his  adoring  fervants  and  courtiers, 
in  his  triumphal  entrance  imo  heaven,  (Pf.  Ixviii.  17.) 
And,  in  confequence  of  all  this,  he  was  pteachcd,  as 
the  atoning,  rifen,  and  exalted  Saviour,  to  the  Gtntiks, 
as  well  as  Jnii\  and  was  believed  on  by  abundantly 
more  Centihs  than  Jews**,  and  fo  was  received  in 
a  glorious  manner  by  them,  who  flock’d  in  crowds  to 
him,  under  the  glorious  difpenfacion  of  the  Spirit, 
which  he  ihed  down  abundantly  from  on  high;  and 
they  were  wrought  upon  to  embrace  him  with  alacrity 
and  joy,  and  to  make  an  open  and  honourable  profcliion 
.  of  him  in  all  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  mediation,  and 
exaltation. 


N  o  T  E. 


*  Various  have  heen  the  followed  inter¬ 
pretations  of  the  feveral  daufesm  this  verfc, 
and  attempts  to  range  them  all  in  a  cn 3(1  [font 
order  of  time*  which  I  think  ought  to  lie 
attended  eo  ;  but  none*  that  1  have  be™  ohje 
to  confide,  have  given  me  fatisfaflion  in 
Jinking  both  the  fcitfc  and  order  agree; 
Tut  grvact.il  difficult  y  lyes  in  gfo  lug  liieh  an 
accounr  of  **  jufHficd  tn  the  fpirie,  fcen  of 
**  argils,  a>:d  rcceircd  up  toslory***  as  may 
bt  adjusted  to  a  regular  ibcccJfion  of  the  o- 
ther  imervenin^j  events  here  recital.  Ail 
(fcefe  pafogti  therefore  are  paraphralud  in 
Inch  a  manner,  as  T  apprehend  to  be  juft, 
fend  fully  to  comport  with  the  due  order  in 
whf.ch  they  fhmd.  I  foppu*c  the  thin?  ob- 
by  many  at  Icalt,  will  ha  made  a- 
giioft  iltc  conflrr.<fiioii  here  given  of  received 
x*>  id.'ii gforit,  which  my  had  turned 

to  before  1  law  thole  oif  Dr  friend  □- 

pf.n  ir,  tome  part  of  which  Jcrprfingly  fell 
in  wrft*  and  helped  to  ccnlirm  my  own, 
ItU  w*.r;TsP  as  quoted  by  the  Dr  in  his  note 
on  thi>  place,  fo  fir  as  they  arc  to  my  pur* 
poie,  arc  rhdbj  “  If  tlfs  l>e  the  true  fenfc 
of  any**  3*  tt  Jg£*  (U  c  )  ghriezjlj  re* 
ttivedt  the  order  of  the  feveral  articles  nny 
he  very  jullj  for,  upon  our  Lord's  btih^ 
p'tacfKd  umc  the  G entiles,  he  wathBemdc/iin 
tht  an  d  met -with  it$forh:t$  reception ;  for 

*Jut  multitudes  in  the  apo  Italic  age  cm  bra* 


ced  the ChrifHan  religion  ?  And  in  favAtir 
of  this  interpretation  :r  <nay  be  obftrved  th^C 
docs  frequently  fruity  vwi  ncttitdr 
williout  denoting  any  tiling  of  Jiccndiiijr  or 
ddixndtitv.  Set  A£U  xx.  1  j*.  and 

3 *.  Ephd*  vi.  13-t  Tim.  iv-  11/*  to  vhi-.h 
1  w<« Id  add,  that  i*  ^&rh 

and  is  rendered  1  Cor*  iii*  7,6,  1 1 . 

and  HfbrJ  in  %iQrj  (s*  eftrKn)  fignihts  gjf.rhjut 
rkbes,  Phil,  iv.  ip.  It  is  wdl  knswn  ihat 
the  prepufirion  (fT)  in,  very  often  fi^nifu  -r 
Aud  is  rendered  as  hi  Mill  its.  it. 

Mark  ».  Luke  iv.  31*  t  Cor*  ii  4*  E?h<-f- 
vi  x.  and  many  other  pfoves;  fo  that  i* 
jf lory  might  more  rendc:icd 

rr,  than  ir*}$  ,'^rj  :  And  :faJ}lfcid  iff  fit  fy;- 
ril  forms  plainly  n»  rdtfe  to  :hc  Jcili- 
mony  which  the  Hi<iy  tipm-:  give1.'*  t»u;*hsci' 
Ini  l^rd,  in  railing  him  foor**  t tic  dead,  -i% 
a  jull  or  righteous  pevi^n,  ubot  having  i\il- 
filleJ.  the  righteonfncf*  oi  the  law,  and  Li.f- 
divine-  juftice,  as  the  fnhlUtiKe  nf  his 
j>eople,  oujht  no  louycr  to  he  Hctaiocd  un  ^ 
der  the  power  of  death  ;  For^  others iie  i;v 
rtfurretfum  t/Chrift  is  left  out  oi  ;his  rr £»t 
TBjjlery  vf  godBaefi,  thoajb  it  \*  om;  of  the 
nn;ft  remarkable  and  important  hratioVs 
it ;  and  this  Uherc  placed  between  bis  do¬ 
ing  **  mao  hefted  in  the  iielh,  and  freu  ttf 
*(  angrfo*’,  when  they  attended  him,  as  a 
grand  retinue,  jti  his  afcenlion  10  glory. 


R  E  C  0  I-- 


C h.  iv. 


7##  /r/?'  ^^'-l'a  'TiMOTHY  paraphrafed,  *8f 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  high  cftecm  iliouLd  wc  have  of  the  churches  which  Cod  has  eroded 
in  our  world!  churches,  which  he,  afi  the  living  God,  animates  by  his  Spirit, 
and  dwells  in  ns  in  his  own  houfe*  What  nutable  officers  has  hs  appointed  to 
attend  thetr  fpirituat  and  temporal  concerns!  Ami  what  admirable  directions 
1 1**6  he  gWen  about  them,  that  none  unqualified  may  be  dioTen  to  fuch  import* 
ant  ftalions,  and  none  may  mHbehavcin  them!  How  good  and  honourable, 
and  yet  laborious  a  wort  is  it,  to  have  a  pjftcral  ove  flight  of  fouls,  ami  tWr  fjil- 
■ritual  concerns  i  tint  how  many  are  the  excellent  qualifications  ncceflhry  for  it  3 
Perfons  called  to  this  office  ought  to  be  fkiJfol  in  the  workofrighlcoufnefs,  fit  to 
trach  others,  and  not  raw  npftarts,  kit  they  be  puffed  up  with  pride,  which  ms  she 
!hi  and  rnin  of  the  devil:  They  are  to  be  men  of  blameltis  morals,  of  prudence* 
fiitbfulnefp  and  gravity,  pencrofity  a  u  da  liability,  in  every  relation  oflilV  ;  key¬ 
ing  the  families  and  children  under  their  care  in  good  order,  and  governing  Iheir 
own  |Hfiions  and  appetites,  tongues  and  hands,  with  moderation  and  decency, 
kfi  they  fall  into  reproach,  and  Satan  and  his  emiflariea  take  an  advantage  agamft 
them.  And  in  how  many  things  fhoutd  deacons  together  with  their  wives*  c^-. 
py  after  them  !  officers  of  this  fort,  who  have  the  care  of  the  temporal  concents* 
(if  the  church,  (hould  hold  the  my  ft  cry  of  faith  in  a  pood  confcic'ce,  aiul  he  vrry 
cxdtf  in;Uir  moniU ;  Ami  the  more  diligent,  faithful,  prudent,  and  compaf- 
fionate  they  are.in  (iifcbarginir  the  duties  of  their  Cruft,  the  higher  honour  and 
r l teem  they  will  rife  to  in  the  church,  and  the  more  courageous  will  they  groy 
hi  the  protefiiim  of  their  faith  in  Chrtft.  Happy  fouls,  that  are  enabled  to  -act 
up  to  all  thefe  chanuSers  and  duties,  in  their  rdpeftive  ftations  l  Hut  how  c-tro 
iul  foould  they  be  that  the  church  may  not  fink  for  want  of  having  the  trui b  of 
Ihtgofpcl  for  lie  foundation  and  fupport  !  O  the  unfathomable  depth,  import¬ 
ance,  and  -glory  of  the  great  myftery  of  godlmefg,  as  it  Ihincs  forth  in  God  ma* 
rvfofted  in  the  fieih  to  make  atonement  for  fin;  ra'fod  from  fhe  dead  for  ththifti- 
iicatiou  of  his  perfeui  fandcanfV,  and  of  believers  hi  him;  beheld,  wiindlcd  to, 
and  adored  by  the  holy  angels  in  his  aJcenficm  to  heaven  ;  preached  with  wide  ex¬ 
tent  to  the  CtniiU' world  ;  and  believed  on  by  multitudes  of  them,  who  re¬ 
ceived  him  in  a  glorious  mauncr,  fuiiable  to  his  own  exaltation,  as  God  Iran 
mediator  on  his  throae  1 


CHAP.  IV. 

Theapoflte  informs  Timothy*  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy*  of  departures 
from  the  faith  in  varies  injlanccs*  that  began  already  to  appear  > 
and  would  iffue  in  the  grand  apofiacy  of  after- time  s,  i, — 5.  And*  with 
reference  thereunto*  gives  him  fiver  at  directions,  with  fait  tilde  mo* 
lives  to  enforce  them,  for  a  due  difciuirge  of  the  duties  of  his  office* 
6,  — 16. 

Tv.  U1,  P  A  Tl  A  P  II  H.  A  5  E* 

the  "VTOW  to  caution  you  anti  a  1!  others,  whether  mini- 
^  Iters,  or  Chriflians  of  everv  charade r,  againft  cer* 
tain  grofs  errors*  which  in  oppufttum  to  the  glorious 
myfhry  of  godtmefs*  (chap,  iii,  1 6.)  will  be  a  my  fiery  of 
itriftntty*  (i  Th*fT,  ii.  jf)  and  which  begin*  already  to 
work,  and  will  hereafter  have  a  much  wider,  and  more 
terrible  fpreadj  It  is  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  foretells  in  the  infpired  writings  and 

moll 

NOTE. 

Sririi  fart  ttprefify  Mr  y'fiph  xvi.  /».  fkc*  r»nii>  dip- 


riic  Liter  times 
w=hc  liln.fi  dep-irt 
from  ihc  f*hhT 
giriuu  heed  tg  ie- 
ipiriti^nd 
<W>riue*  of  de¬ 
vils; 


T he 


m  liii  atx4kiy  ut  ibe  !ai:cr  \ this  to  rrf*r  ;o  w:::  1  i<  tvr-iwi!. 
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x  Speaking  lies 
iu  bypncrify.  ha* 
iinj  their  roniH* 
ince  ‘"'.ired  K'ith 
1  bps  jrto ; 


noft  cxprefsiy  and  clearly  by  immediate  revelation  to  me, 
that  m  a  future  time  of  this  laft  age,  or  dtfpenfation  of 
God  toward  the  church  f,  there  will  orife  many  falfe 
proiefTors  of  Chrifliamty,  that  will  apoftatize 
from  the  pure  deftrines  of  faith,  as  contained  in  the 
gofptl;  and  will  attend  to  petfonsof  an  intriguing  tem¬ 
per,  under  the  influence  of  tnfemal  fpirits  $ }  and  fo 
will  be  milled  into  the  idolatrous  principles  and  practi¬ 
ces  of  worlhipping  angels  and  departed  faints,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  very  nearly  refembJes  the  religious  hon¬ 
ours  which  are  paid  by  heathens  to  their  demons,  whom, 
they  worfhip,  as  mediators  between  their  fuperior  gods 
and  them felves. 

2  The  methods  that  thefefeducers  will  take  to  draw 
many  into  their  own  pernicious  errors,  wiil  be,  by  ut¬ 
tering  abundance  of  fallhocds  to  delude  them,,  and  elta- 
blifli  their  own  authority,  under  hypocritical  pretences 
pf  zeal  for  religion ;  and  they  will  not  Hick  at  any  ini¬ 
quitous 


NOTES. 


jii  ;  oilers  take  tt  to  refer  to  cor  Lord's 
pnrdifHons  of  many  falft  prophets,  th* 
V  (hcidd  arife,  and  deceive  f  Mat, 

xxiv*  n.)  But  as  the  ap.-ftlc  bad  f«  clearly 
and  cxpreisly  wrote  upon  1J1U  poi^t  in  his 
JVcond  epiftle  to  ihc  T£tj/llcniixjist  Uba^/th) 
before  hpftntthis  epistle  to  Tivnaiby*  Why 
may  we  not  underfill  him  to  mean  that  the 
Spiv  it  had  an  immediate  manner  remedied 
\\  W'  him,  and  there,  as  wdl  ashert  j  fpufcc 
of  it  by  him  * 

In  the  latter  lirTics^  ntfip***} 

flgnioes  in  the  laft  difprnAthui  of  God  pn- 
dcr  the  MHTiahN  rcijgi  ;  fi>  rlnt  ar,y  periM, 
wuhiii  the  rumpus  of  this  hft  ag£,  may 
property  be  L  d  to  be  r *  to  the  Utter  times.'* 
.And  though  thoe  wene  fomc  beginnings  of 
apoftacy  in  the  apoflic’s  days  that  ttaced  ia 
the  yttvA  ore,  u  may  be  gathered  fiom 
3  Tiieffi  ii  t* :  yet  be  had  p.uuip&ity 
id  vw  was  I  think,  to  comcio  r*i*  in 
ib»e  aces  alter  'ha:  time,  a  -  may  appear 
from  wba;  be  adds  a  'I  heft  ii.  i if*  It 
was  nevetthelelk  proper  for  Tircoihy  to 
Jmow^  and  give  twice  of  this  ap'dtacy  to 
the  Clinftuns  of -his  day,  that  they  m^ght 
he  the  be-t?T  girded  again  Ch  every  thing 
of  that  af'pU’c;  tncimfe  corruptions  of  this 
tendency  hiyan  already  to  wo*k  in  Jtrdaiaers, 
who  were  for  keeping  np  the  diflir.Oion  of 
rneats,  and  a  fltow  ot  humility ;  were  for 
wdrftiipping  of  sr.^eb,  and  embracing other 
triers  that  were  broached  by  fatfc  2pufllejT 
and  deceitful  workers;  *n  account  of  which 
is  given  at  large  in  Dr  Whirty  #  note  on  thi* 
text  But  u-t  cannot  Juftly  tnJterfVcm  thettety 
as  the  DofW  \vcmlrf,  that  the  aptdllc  hvd 
Jkct  a  further  eye  upon  a  ftUl  more  flagrant 


and  general  apoftacy  ;  fine*  notvrithftandtag 
all  the  Dnftor^  laboured,  and  Jfeemincly 
forced  aitenrpTs  to  the  contrary,  the  apnitle 
plainly  paints  io  this  in  thofc  paflagcs  of  the 
ieeonii  cpHile  to  the  Tbcflaioimns  above  In¬ 
ferred  to,  apd  lincc  he  wrote  for  the  ak  of 
the  church  in  all  Aitceedtng  generations* 

§  The  fpiur,  pi  incipkv  and  priiltces  of 
the  amkhrillUn  church  of  Home  fu  cuflly 
maicb  with  tl>c  defcription  given  in  this  and 
ibe  two  next  yerfes,  of  tbefe  ftduccrs,  and 
their  tttnaptiens,  that  any  one  may  eaiity 
read  tbdr  charaflcr  In  it  :  For  (bey  have 
moft  notoriowfly  apoUatized  from  tliC  pti' 
unlive  ftith  of  ihc  gofpd  ;  Tkeir  dnileine 
of  w^rflaipping  angeis  and  departed  fiinif, 
and  TP^kirg  tift  of  ihen>  as  mrdiatorsj  is  ap¬ 
parently  the  dottfine  of  Demons,  In  the 
nearefl:  afijpity  ihat^  which  found 
among  the  heathens;  thtir  method?  of 
prripagating  their  religion  y  by  ipuriour 
legends,  fofgtd  rairich,  and  tabukius 
ftories,  nitdcr  hypoctiTical  presence*  of  teal 
for  God,  while  intcraft  t*  their  principal 
aim ;  their  aftonifhing  hardnefs,  and  infeti- 
iihiljty  of  any  moral  evS(,  \n  the  mod  vile* 
criminal*  and  mojderous  methods  fer  extir¬ 
pating  what  they  tail  hefciy*  utd  ftrving 
the  cbvreh  i  tbeir  foTbiddtogprvcfts, 
and  nuns  to  many,  and  enjoining  abftt- 
nepee  from  flelh  in  l^tru,  and  on  Weaned 
diysand  Fridays  oil  cheyear  round,  (b  <^ 
ddently  afifwet  ihe  apodi^s  difHngiriQting 
chara^krs  of  iheir  ap^flccy,  I  hat  there  nev-d 
no  plainer  marks  to  warmi'u  an  appUcetion 
of  (hem  to  that  anEichrifliau-churdi*  fSre 
at  fo  the  soles  on  a  TiuiC  tL  3,4-  xnd 
^  Tim,  Hi.  t* 


Cfc.  Hi.  Thtjirft  Epifileto Timothy  parsphrafed. 


quitoos  mcafure?  to  carry  on  and  effed  their  own  cor¬ 
rupt  defigns?  their  consciences  being  as  infcnfible  of 
good  and  evil,  and  of  the  dreadful  conferences  of 
their  guilt,  as  flcfli,  that  is  feared  with  a  hot  iron,  be¬ 
comes  callous  and  incapable  of  feeling. 

3  Forbidding  ,  Some  of  the  errors  which  they  will  vent  and  pro- 
•MumwtKftoai,.  pagate  are,  prohibiting  marriage  to  foroe  forts  of  per- 
lUio  from  mens,  fons,  and  fo  difannulling  the  order  of  the  God  of  na- 
< 004  ^  ture»  anl^  exP°^nS  r^cm  t0  temptations  of  wnchafti- 
ireeUed  with  ty  i  as  alfo  obliging  people  to  ablhin  from  fome  kinds 
ti)4Dkrgiving  of  of  food,  which  God  created  for  the  fuftenance  of  man, 
Ikv™  and 'know  ant*  now»  under  the  gofpeUdifpenfarion,  (which  has  ta- 
Uk  truth.  ken  away  ail  former  legal  diftinftions  of  clean  and  un¬ 

clean  meats}  allows  all  forts  of  wholefoms  flelh  to  be 
eater,  with  moderation  and  fobriety,  at  all  times,,  as 
occafions  require,  with  thankfuhiefs  to  him,  for  provid¬ 
ing  them,  and  for  allowing  allChriftians  to  eat  of  them 
with  a  covenant-right,  who  believe  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jefus,  and  underhand  and  make  a  confcientious  prudent 
ufe  of  the.  gofpd-do&rine  of  ChriClian  liberty,  as  to 
that  point. 

*  Fa*-  «v«y  4  For  every  creature  that  God  has  made,  is  in  it- 
^  as  it  came  out  of  hts  hand  for  the  purpofes 

thing  ro  be  re-  for  which  he  created  it  $  and  nothing  that  Is  proper  for 
Arrived'1  'Vl’jj  *s  t0  krupled  or  forbidden,  provided  it  be  re- 
thuIkfgivingT1  ccived  with  religious  gratitude  and  acknowledgments 

of  God  as  chs  author  and  giver  of  it. 

s  For  ft  U  5  For  it  U  fanOiiicd  to  our  lawful  ufe  by  the  gofpel 
ward  ofGod  md  x^e  evcr  God,  which  -has  taken  away  all  ce- 

remonial  uncleannefs  from  it ;  as  aUb  by  bis  command¬ 
ing  a  blefiiug  upon  it,  iv.  4,)  and  by  prayer,  ac¬ 

cording  to  the  laudable  cuftom  at  meals  to  implore  his 
blefling  upon  it  for  the  refreshment  of  animal  nature, 
that  it  may  be  fitted  for  his  fervice  ;  and  after  the  re* 
freihraent  to  blefs  the  Lord  for  it,  (Dent.  viii.  10,  and 


iff  If  thrru  pet 
the  brethren  in 
rcificmbnuu.-c  of 
theft  cjiingj^hon 
Cult  be  a  jpJod 
ninilhrof  Jefus 
drift*  nauriihed 
tip  jii  the  words 
of  faith,  and  of 
flood  doftrine, 
whernn'D  tbw 
LoQ  attained. 


fee  the  note  on  Met*  sir,  19.) 

6  If  yon,  my  dear  fan,  in  the  fairh,  fliall  carefully 
from  time  to  time  remind,  and  warn,  the  Chriftiatj 
brethren  of  all  the  things  before  -mentioned*  and  par^ 
ticularly  of  this  grind  apefhey,  fome  tendencies  to 
which  already  appear,  {fce  the  two  laft  notes  on  ver . 
1-)  that  they  may  be  the  mere  upon  their  watch,  and 
guard  again#  every,  the  leaft  approach  to  itf  you  will 
acquit  yourfelf  with  honour,  as  a  uftful,  ■  wife,  and 
faithful  fcrvant  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  has  his  glory  at 
heart,  and  will  order  your  miniftrations  feitable  to  toe 
circnmitances  of  the  times,  ami  the  prefect  danger  of 
errors  and  corruptions  creeping  into  the  church;  and 

Will 


t£8 


T  T.tit  refute 

|>P'jfaiK  O'cl 

v/ivcs  fubics,  aiul 
CX'-rdfi  thyfilf 
rj-t'-Vr  L» log' fill t- 
- + 


8  Fnr  hodify 
ixcrciff  {jmrttciti 
litrSc  ;  bur 
l>el»  i'-  piv*i(,jMc 
unto  ull  thinjf, 
having  pruv-i;>: 
of  lie  life  that 
n*w  \*r  aoi  of 
thjt  whteh  1$  to 


p  Tins  if  a 

frt'iiifni  Jliif  in*r, 
and  uoril  y  «(  yll 


to  For  tjiire- 
f"t*  we  b^h  ta¬ 
bu  or  t  and  fuller 
nprostrii,  InV^ufc 
vc  truft  in  the  it- 
*ir*£  Cc:!fc  v  ho 

li  t**e  ^jv'our  of 

aH 
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will  therein  approve  yourfclf  ro  have  been  well  taught, 
refrdbed,  ami  {(lengthened  in  your  own  foul,  as  having 
thoroughly  digefted  the  pure  dodrines  of  faith  in  Chritt, 
and  ui  every  other  evangelical  truth  that  is  connected 
with  it;  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  which  ycu 
have  fought  after,  and  happily  attained*  {y<v**skMi™j 
(See  the  note  on  Luke  i*  3.) 

7  Hat  as  to  the  fabulous  traditions  of  the  Jevjsf  and 
their  cndltfs  genealogies,  which  I  have  already  cau* 
tioned  againft,  as  tending  to  corrupt  the  fimplichy  of 
thcgofpcl,  rather  than  tu  godly  edifying,  {chap*  i.  4*) 
and  which  are  indeed  a s  foolilh  as  the  idle  (lories  that 
old  women  delight  to  tell  children,  pay  no  manner  c; 
regard  to  thefe;  reject  and  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them  ;  but  like  athletics  in  the  Grecian  games, 

?'*m)  exert  yourfclf  with  the  utmoit  labour,  diligence, 
and  vigour,  in  promoting  the  do£trine$  and  duties  of 
true  piety  to  God  through  Jefus  thrift,  and  in  exem* 
pi i lying  the  beauties  of  practical  godlincfs  in  youi  own 
life  nod  conversion* 

8  tor  the  greateft  pains  that  can  be  taken, 

in  mere  external  a £l$  of  religion,  in  which  the  body 
only  is  engaged,  is  little  worth,  neither  plealingto  God, 
nor  of  any  good  account  of  man's  own  foul.  (Alat.  xv. 
8,  9-}  But  evangelical,  viral,  and  prn&ieul  godlincfs, 
in  heart,  ur*d  life,  is  every  way  advantageous,  with  re* 
gartl  to  all  things  chat  concern  us ;  there  being  express 
promifes,  even  under  the  gofpeUftatc,  chap.  ii.  15* 
Mat.  vi,  25, — 3  Rem.  viii*  28;  and  Phil,  iv*  19.)  of 

the  blcfting  of  God,  as  annexed  to  if,  in  what  relates 
to  the  nceefi-mes,  conveniences,  and  a  frn&ififd  ufe 
of  alt  rircumftattces  of  this  prejjpnt  iife ;  and  ltd)  more 
excellent  and  abundant  promifes,  relating  to  the  glory 
and  bjtrflcdnefs  of  the  better  world  to  come :  Yea,  this 
u  emphatically  the  promt/e  that  he  has  promt  fed  us ,  even 
eternal lifcf  (r  J;;hn  ii.  25.) 

9  This  premsfe,  .with  all  the  reft,  may  be  fully  de* 
priuled  upon,  as  a  certain  truth,  which  God  in  Jairh- 
falncfs  vviil  make  good,  and  it  is  worthy  the  higheft  re* 
ganl,  efteem,  and  entertainment,  as  a  rich  encourage¬ 
ment  to  ferve  the  Lord,  and  cleave  to  him,  amidft  all 
difficulties,  oppoiitions,  and  dangers;  how  many  fo- 
cyer  apolLtize  from  him, 

10  For  it  is  in  conftderation  of  this  important  truth, 
and  of  the  at  fared  hopes  of  its  accompli  fitment  to  our- 
(elves,  that  wc  the  apoftles  and  fervants  of  Child,  un¬ 
dergo  great  fatigues  in  our  hcly  mini  ftrarions  to  advance 
his  glory*  inJercft,  anti  kingdom,  and  gain  fouls  to 
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v'J  men,  cfpeci- 
jUy  of  thofc  tliat 
Ulicvc. 


t  f  Theft  things 
command  and 
<acb* 


11  Let  no 
out •  ddV'u  ti-y 
youth,  he 

ihett  an  -ex^n* 
pk  of  the  belie¬ 
vers*  in  word,  in 
cotivcr&ikiH,  in 
eli.ijity,  in  fid- 
rir,  in  faUh,  in 
purity* 


13  Till  Icrme 

pvt  a:tenilaitfc 
in  toex- 

fcnrtatkn,  to 
do  ft  fine. 


him  ;  and  that  we  patiently  and  cheerfully  hear  the 
mod;  contemptuous  (com,  and  infamous  reviiings,  from 
our  adverfaries,  for  his  fake;  becaufc  we  firmly  rely  on 
ihe  power*  truth*  and  faithful  neft  of  the  Almighty  and 
ever  living  God,  who  has  life  in  hhnfdf*  and  is  the 
fountain  of  both  natural  and  fpi  ritual  life,  and  of  every 
bldfing  that  is  needful  for  the  fupport  and  comfort  of 
cither  of  them,  as  he  is  the  great  Prcferver  of  all  man¬ 
kind,  and  the  author  and  giver  of  all  their  temporal 
falvations  and  deliverances,  ami  in  a  providential  way, 
is  good  to  ail,  ( Pfi  cxiv,  9*}  and  he  is  fo,  by  rhe  parti¬ 
cular  care  of  his  providence*  and  in  a  fpecial  way  of 
covenant*love  and  faithful  nets  to  true  believers*  with 
refpefl  to  all  the  pvondfed  good  things  that  pertain  to 
the  prefent  life  ;  as  well  as  is  molt  eminently  fo,  with 
refpe£t  to  an  everlaffing  falvation*  in  that  which  is  to 
come*  {ver *  8*] 

ii  Thrte  things  are  of  fudi  vaft  confcquence  to  the 
encouragement  of  faith  and  holinefs,  that  I  would 
have  you  inculcate  them,  by  divine  authority,  upon  the' 
conferences  of  your  hearers  ;  and  illultrate  and  explain 
them  a:  large,  in.  the  courfe  of  your  rmmffry,  that  they 
may  fcc  the  excellence  and  advantage  of  true  religion 
and  godfinef$>  r 

ii  Lrt  it  be  your  ftudy  and  endeavour,  by  divine 
grace,  to  acquit  yourfdf  herein  with  fuch  diligence* 
gravity,  good  judgment*  prudence,  and  fidelity  to  your 
truft,  and  with  fuch  evidence  of  your  own  heartily  be* 
licving  e deeming,  and  living  under  the  power  of  what 
you  p;och  to  others,  none  may  have  occafim  to 
flight,  aud  contemn  you  and  your  admonitions,  your 
office,  or  your  management  ef  it,  on  account  of  your 
youth:  Bur*  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  this,  let 
it  be  your  great  concern,  that  you  yourftlf  may  be  an 
amiable  and  thining  example  to  alt  other  believers*,  in 
the  excellency  of  your  doctrine  and  edifying  difeourfe  ; 
jn  the  regularity  of  your  religious  and  moral  behaviour; 
in  the  fincerity  and  ardour  of  your  love  to  God  and 
Chrifl  and  immortal  fouls,  to  truth  and  holineft*  anil 
to  ali  fclIow-miniiUrs  and  Chriftians;  in  your  fpirituaN 
niindcdncfs,  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  a- 
bounding*;  in  ali  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  y  in  the  Beady 
and  lively  eierciie  and  piofcfiion  of  your  faith,  and 
maintaining  the  doctrines  of  it ;  and  in  all  (*?*“<*)  ehai- 
tity  and  purity  of  heart  and  hfe* 

13  You  may  have  ftiil  funher  directions  from  me 
by  word  of  mouili,  when,  according  to  my  hope,  {chap* 
Hi*  1 q.)  I  may  have  au  opportunity  of  feeing  you.  In 

the 
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14  Ncglrftnot 
the  gift  that  W  in 
thee,  which  was 
given  tVcc  by 
prophecy,  wifh 
the  laying  on  of 
the  hands  of  the 
presbytery 


r$  Meditate  u- 
pon  theft  things, 
CiTcthy-felf  whol¬ 
ly  lo  them  ;  that 
thy  profiling  may 
appear  to  aJJf 


id  Take  heed 
unto  thyfeif*  ai:d 
unto  thy  doArinc; 
continue  in  them; 
for  in  thir-* 

thou  ilia  it  both 
iiive  thyldf  and 
them 


the  mean  while,  attend  to  your  charge,  as  you  ought 
to  do  all  the  days  of  your  life;  and  thar  you  may  in 
the  bed  manner  fulfil  it,  addi&  ycurfdf  to,  and  fpend 
much  of  your  time  in  reading,  as  well  33  praying  over, 
the  holy  feriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  thisepif- 
tle,  together  with  ail  other  inspired  writings  of  the  New 
Tcftament,  that  are  extant,  for  the  improvement  of  your 
own  foul,  in  knowledge  and  fpiritual  gifts,  grace,  and 
comfort,  and  further  fitting  you  for  public  fervicc  :  And 
as  in  this  way  you  fhould  lay  in,  fo  l  would  have  you 
lay  out  your  (lock  of 'Chriltirm- knowledge  and  experi¬ 
ence,  by  exhorting  and  comforting  others,  and  fpread- 
ing  found  do&rine  among  them,  for  their  conversion, 
edification,  and  efhblifhmem. 

14  And  as  God  has  richly  furnilhed  you  with  extra¬ 
ordinary  gifts  for  this  fervice,  Take  heed  that  you  do 
not  negledt,  to  ftir  them  up,  and  to  exercife  and  im¬ 
prove  them  to  the  belt  advantage,  which  were  abun¬ 
dantly  conferred  upon  you  for  preaching  the  gofpel,  and 
fulfilling  the  whole  of  your  miniftry,  according  to  the 
remarkable  prophecies  that  have  been  delivered  by  fome 
infpired  men  of  late  concerning  you,  (chap.  1.  t8.) 
and  which  were  communicated  to  you,  particularly  at 
your  ordination  ;  as  a  fignal  of  which,  1  and  other  el¬ 
ders,  who  joined  wirh  me  in  that  folemnity,  laid  cur 
hands  upon  you.  (2  Tim,  i.  6.) 

15  Let  the  things  that  1  have  been  mentioning,  as 
the  fubje&  of  your  miniftry  and  rule  of  conduct,  and 
what  1  have  now  been  faying  about  reading  the  ferip* 
tures,  and  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  which 
you  are  favoured  with,  be  frequently  and  ferioufly  re¬ 
flected  upon,  to  affeft  your  own  heart  with  them,"  and 
to  excite  your  diligence  in  improving  them  ;  and  medi¬ 
tate  clofely  and  ferioufly  upon  the  holy  feriptures,  as 
well  as  read  them  :  Let  yout  attention  to  thefs  things, 
and  your  miniilrations  of  them,  and  prayer  for  a  bl ef¬ 
fing  upon  them,  be  the  entire  hufinefs  of  your  life,  with¬ 
out  entangling  yourfclf  with  the  affairs  of  this  world, 
(2  77m.  ii.  4.)  And  (**  ww  «^')  let  your  whole  foul  be 
in  them,  as  in  your  proper  fphete  and  delightful  ele¬ 
ment,  that  your  proficiency  In  wifdom,  gifts,  and  grace, 
and  in  experience  of  God’s  being  with  you,  may  evi- 
dentiy  appear,  in  all  things,  to.  all  about  you. 

16  In  the  firft  place,  Be  very  careful  in  what  con¬ 
cerns  yourfclf,  as  a  min!  Her  and  Chriftian.  See  to  it, 
that  you  and  your  Cervices  be  accepted  of  God  in  Chrift ; 
that  your  heart  -be  right  with  him,  as  to  its  principles, 
frame,  and  temper,  motives  and  ends  ;  that  you;  gifts 

be 
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rtoa  that  hear  be  duly  cultivated  5  and  that  tlic  whole,  of  yoar  bcha- 

dl*-  viour  toward  God,  yoorfelf,  and  others*  be  wett-plea- 

fing  in  his  fight :  And  then  take  heed  what  do£trinc 

you  preach,  and  how  you  preach  ir,  that  it  be  found 
and  clears  according  to  the  word  of  God,  important 
and  feafonabk,  evangelical  and  practical;  and  that  it  will 
be  well  explained,  confirmed,  defended,  and  improved 
various  ways,  as  .occafions  require,  and  yotir  fubjeft 
kadi  you  :  And  perfift  ftedfaitly  in  rhe  practice  of  all 
this,  as  your  proper  and  Rated  work  to  the  end  of  your 
days  ;  For  in  fo  doing,  and  by  means  thereof,  you,  uiw 
der  the  influence  of  the  WclTed  Spirit,  will  be  iuftru- 
menul  eo  the  final  falvation  of  your  own  foul,  and  the 
fouls  of  many  that  attend  your  mioiflry,  and  hear  with 
the  obedience  of  faith, 

RECOLLECTION  S. 

It  is  melancholy  to  think  of  the  wofuJ  apottacies  from  the  faith  of  the  gofpd, 
that  have  been  in  all  ages ;  but  it  needs  not  feem  ftrange  to  us.  Once  they  were  fore¬ 
told  by  the  fpmt  of  prophecy ;  And  how  plainly  has  it  pointed  out  the  reducing- 
hypocritical  arts  of falihood  nrd  deceit,  that  are  ufod,  without  fhaine  or  con- 
fcience,  by  the  apoftate  church  of  Itonre,  together  w  ith  their  worihipping  of  dei¬ 
fied  Dints,  forbidding  marriages,  and  enjoining  abfttncnce  from  meats,  which 
find  created,  and  allows  under  Che  gafpcl-dflpenfotioii  to  be  moderately  ufcd, 
with  giving  for  them,  and  prayer  for  hisble/ling  upon  them  \  With  what 
Conu-^r/  we  rtjeft  the  errors  that  are  built  upon  uncertain  traditions,  as 
wewf.  iid  \:k-  Tories  that  are  told  to  pleafe  children !  And  inftead  of  refitting 
in  form;:'*  b'-di!y  fi-r vices,  that  turn  to  no  good  account,  how  concerned  Ihotild 
vc  beto  i:v''  in  the  pr;:dicc  of  vital  rJifrion,  which  has  a  graces  entail  of  Wef- 
lings  upon  it,  by  tVc  p«-om‘de  of  Cod  !  He,  as  a  bountiful  hcr.cfaftor,  afford* 
temporal  profervalfons,  deliverances  a-V.  mercies  to  man  kind  in  general;  and 
by  the  particular  cmr  providence,  as  a  covenant*  Ood,  he  gives  them  all 
in  a  way  of  fped.il  love,  and  completes  th<;m  in  eternal  falvation,  to  every  true 
believer:  What  important* ruths  arc  Lhefc,  auii  how  worthy  of  the  meft  hearty 
entertainment  I  ^  ith  what  care  IbouM  minii'ters  iuculcatc  theni  on  t-hofe  that 
are  under  their  charge,  for  thcrircaufiun  0:1  rhe  one  hand,  and  encouragemcnton 
theother ;  humblytrufting  in  the  ing  God*  for  thdr  own  fupport  and  com¬ 

fort,  amid  ft  all  the  reproaches*  di  file  u  tries  n;*)  labours  ihey  undergo  for  ChritF* 
lake  l  And  while*  tugetherwith  this,  they  arecxvrr.piary  in  faith*  love  and  all  holi- 
nefs,  they  will  approve  thcmfelves  as  good  mini fiers  ot'  Jdh*  Chrift,  and  good 
proficients  in  the  do£i  fine  and  ?race  of  faith:  But,  tii  order  hereunto,  how  much 
diligence  ought  they  to  ufe  in  ftudyin^ reading,  and  improving  the  gifts  God  lias 
bellowed  upon  them  ;  and  in  giving  t  hem  km-s  entirely  to  theie  excrcifts*  and  to 
preaching  and  prayer  *  And  what  need  have  they  to  take  it  ted  firfl  to  their  own 
Rate,  tempwrand  conversation  ;  and  then  to  Their  ow  n  doCb  ine,  with|pcrfevcrancc 
therein,  as  the  (tenus  of  God**  appointing  and  blcifing,  for  the  final  faivarioa  of 
their  own  fouls,  and  the  fouls  of  tbeir  hearers ! 


CHAP,  V* 

The  apeJIU  gives  orders  bevj  to  behave  towards  elder,  and  younger  men 
and  women,  t «  2*  And  toward  poor  widows,  3,-8,  Dcfcribes  the  cha~ 
racers  c ffuch  widows,  as  are,  cr  are  proper  to  be  maintained 

‘  '  h 
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by  the  church*  and  taken  into  its  firutcc^^*  16*  Sheius  the  refpeB  that 
is  to  be  paid  to  thofe  that  are  eiders  by  office*  17, — 19.  But  charges 
Timothy  to  take  due  care  in  rebuking  offenders  of  all  ranks  and  Jia- 
tionSy  in  Ordaining  miniflers*  and  in  ujing  fuch  moderate  refre/bments, 
as  1 vere  neeeffary  for  bis  own  weak  fate  of  healthy  20,-25* 


Te  et\ 

TJEbukcmt  an 

x  elder,  bat  in- 

tr«Jt  Urn  ^  a  fa¬ 
ther,  W  the 
younger  men  as 
bietiircu  : 


E  Thi  tfdeT 
women  as  mo¬ 
thers,  the  young* 
cr  es  fitters,  with 
dll  purity. 


3  Honour  wi¬ 
dows 


Paraphrase. 

A  S  you*  my  fbn  Timothy,  are  a  young  man,  {chap. 

iv*  12.)  who  oughr,  as  fuch,  to  behave  with  the 
utmcli  prudence  and  decency,  to  fereen  you  from  con¬ 
tempt  on  account  of  your  youth  *  and  as  the  hoary  bend 
is  a  crown  of  glory*  if  it  be  found  in  a  way  of  right 
oufncfsy  (Prov,  ivi.  3 1  }  I  would  adviff  you  to  take 
care,  that  whatever  finful  infirmities  attend  any  anci¬ 
ent  ChriiUan  \f  you  do  not  sffume  an  air  of  haughty, 
mngifteriat  and  fev^re  authority  in  reproving  one  of  fuch 
venerable  years  ;  (and  ihe  fame  may  he  ohferved  much 
more,  with  refpeft  ro  one  that  bests  the  office  of  an 
elder  in  the  church*)  But  treat  him  with  honour  and 
xefpcff  in  your  converts  with  him,  (Lev.  rise,  32*) 
and  deliver  your  exhortations  to  him,  rather  m  a  way 
of  earned  intreaty  to  depart  from  ail  iniquity,  with  a 
due  difference  to  his  age  and  {landing,  fuch  as  you 
would  fhow,  in  like  cafea,  to  your  own  Father  himfelf 
after  the  flefti ;  And  let  young  men,  that  arc  more  on 
a  level,  as  to  years,  with  yourfeif,  and  need,  reproof, 
be  dealt  with  in  a  more  free,  and  yet  meek,  affable 
and  affectionate  manner,  as  you  would  treat  your  own 
brethren  in  nature,  as  well  as  in  grace* 

2  In  like  manner  hehave  toward  godly  women  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  with  fuch  a  fort  of  reverence,  even 
when  you  would  correft  any  fault  in  them,  as  j&  due 
from  children  to  their  own  mothers  :  And  manage  your 
admonitions  of  young  women  that  profefs  Chriiiianiry, 
as  you  would  in  giving  them  to  your  own  filters  $  and 
be  fore  let  it  be  with  fuch  modefty  and  cmtffity  in  your 
locks,  fpccch,  3nd  behaviour,  as  {hall  give  no  occasion 
of  reproach  to  your  own,  or  her  character. 

3  A*  to  believing  women  thit  are  poor  widows,  and, 

upright 


NOTE, 


+  An  eldtr  here  feems  raoft  direful j  to 
mean,  not  one  Lh.it  4*  fa  by  <y &et  as  It  dots* 
icr.  i  j ;  but  old  or  et&riv  rnra.  f«r  it  is  in 
this  place  oprnfed^'  aot  to  private  membvr* 
of  the  church,  biu  ta  Merit  as  efeerfj 
v*&mtn  alfo  are  to  ibe  ywvgtr  in  the  next 
■verfc  :  And  ye:  to  the  feafon  of  thinj^, 

they  thit  arc  dim  hj  offics  arc  to  he  treat¬ 
ed  in  as  a  manner,  at  fcaft,  as 

b  here  diix^wJ,  v/emay  very  well  include 


them.  But  the  rebuke  here  intended  feemt 
to  Tcb:e  to  thr^'fT  infirmities  tlur  older  and 
younger  Chi  itYi* a t  are  liable  to*  rather  thaa 
to  infamous  and  ntf/errenfj  crumi.  >ur,  wh^t- 
Jdever  z  pcrlWs  age  or  ttation  be,  Tt^rwry 
was  fok  airily  charged  puhliety  m  rebuke 
filch  finntrs,  \cr.  to  j  and  yci,  even  in  this 
ca'e,  a  pmient  decency  was  doubt  hr:*  to 
be  cxcrcifed  111  reproving  tlufli,  inhibit  IQ 
thetr  yea  is  *cnj  lUuori*  in  the  cktiixh. 
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Am  tfat  arc  wi-  as  fuch,  are  apt  to  think  themfelves  the  more  neglect - 
agd  impofed  upon,  pay  all  becoming  refpcft  to 
rhem,  and  take  care  that  .they  be  honourably  provided 
for  by  the  church  if  they  are  indeed  defolate,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Itrongeft  fenfe  of  that  term,  as  not  only  be¬ 
reaved  of  their  hulbands,  but  alfo  drititutc  of  any  near 
of  kin  that  are  able  and  wilting  to  fupport  them. 

4  8«t  if  ?nv  4  But  if  any  religious  widows  have  children  or  grand- 
wM-int  have  chH-  children,  (i*?***)  that  are  capable  of  a(B fling  them,  and 
fuP?1r5nS  the5r  necefiiiiesf  Let  fuch  of  their  dcfcen- 
to  ihc%v  pity  tit  dents  be  taught  (as  they  ought  to  learn)  their  duty  to- 
h4i»c,.and  i£.ro  ward  their  parents,  according  to  our  Lord’s  inllructions. 

tctits:  *  7<tr  ihii  v>‘-  10,— 12.)  and  toward  God  therein,  who 

is  «<>wi  and  *0  has  commanded  them  to  honour  their  mothers  as  well 
cerubk  before  as  their  fathers,  (Ex.  xx.  12.}  in  confricutioully  doing 
all  they  can  to  ihew  a  reverence  of  them,  and  provide 
for  fuch  of  them  as  need  their  help  ;  and  fo  make  them 
the  mod  grateful  returns  for  all  their  trouble,  tender- 
nefs,  care  ami  pains,  love  and  folicitude,  kiudnefs  and 
expence,  in  bringing  them  up,  and  conducting  them 
through  all  the  exercifing  follies  and  dangers  of  their 
childhood  and  youth,  till  they  fettled  them  irt  the  world : 
For  fuch  a  behaviour  toward  them  is  in  itlclf  juft  and 
equitable,  worthy  and  honourable  (’’-«*»’)  and  is  highly 
pleating  in  the  light  of  God,  who  has  fixed  the  rela¬ 
tion,  and  the  duties  of  it,  between  parents  and  chiL- 
dren. 

t  N3wfh.*iK«  5  N«w  a  widow  indeed y  that  is  a  proper  object  of 
^  c^e  church’s  charity,  is  one  who,  being  in  indigent,  cir- 
trafhth  in  God,’  cum  fiances,  deftitute  of  relations  to  relieve  her,  trulls 
and cominunli  in  in  the  Lord  to  take  cate  of  her  for  time,  as  well  as  eter- 
SKrSllml  nity»  afjd  to  fupply  her  with  needful  things,  and  is  one 
iby.  who,  with  an  habitually  religious  difpufiticn,  continues 

morning  am!  evening,  and  frequently  on  at!  occ.ifjcms, 
to  offer  up  her  humble  addrcficsto  God  in  earneft  pe¬ 
titions  and  picas,  according  to  her  faith  in  his  provi¬ 
dence,  for  whatfoeveT  he  fees  to  be  bell  for  ht-r. 

,  6  But  the  widow  that  gives  herfdf  up  to  a  jovial, 
is  loofe  and  voluptuous  way  o£  hvu;g,  under  the  power 

of 

N  O  T  E. 

*  It  appears  from  vrr  4-  ami  S  that  the  ivppurt  ot  their  poor  parents,  in  cafc  thty 
hi wvr  bere  meant  relates  to  the  had  dcviktci)  to  Gsa  ^  v.t.s  utcelf  ry  for 

whi*h  W45  to  l>c  mi/lc  to  thefe  widows  of  thdr  relief  takes  it  a  a  broch  cftliurum- 
thiiigj;  iirtdfirl  Hfiv]  rooveninu  for  theit to  14  hbiimir  ihtir  faihcr  ai  d 
ft  ft  cure;  and  the  word  is  ufcil  in  the  iame  **  mother/1  Mali  kv*  4,  s>  G*  and  ^i*rk  viu 
irate,  ver.  iy.  ns  is  evident  from  uliat  foJ-  n>> — 13  ;  and  the  apoftio  tills  the  «enmms 
lows  ia  lint  ami  this  nrxf  verfe,  (Jee  the  btncvojtocc  nf  the  iH-nj/e  m  Mfike,  llsdr 
nore there);  accent in^ly our  Lord,  fpoikuig  hnskrSuj  li;m  and  his  c^mp^nlcju  villi 
nf  ibe  corrupt  tradixfont  of  the  Jevi*  whkh  wjvt  hu^trs,  Adi;  ititviji,  to* 
cliklidT^uj  duUjxi;  fioai  omiribrniri^  to  the 
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is  dead  wlutc  & 
LUcth* 


f  And  theft 
thinns  pve  in 
cJij(r^eY  tint  they 
may  tic  bJaroclrti. 


$  But  if  any 
provide  not  fur 
his  own,  and  fps 
cully  for  ihi'ft  of 
hn  own  haute, 
he  ha  rH  dented 
the  faith,  and  is 
Vorfc  than  an  in¬ 
fidel. 


$  Let  not  a 
vklow  be  taken 
into  the  number, 
nnder  :hreefenre 
years  old,  having 
been  the  wife  of 
ooe  man. 


of  carnal  inclinations,  is  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe'dcad  5  dead  to 
God,  and  dead  in  trcfpajfet  and Jins,  { liphpf.  ii.  i.)^  while 
in  a  natural  fcnie  fhe  is  alive,  and  iivts  in  wanton  pica- 
fare  ;  and  fo  ought  neither  to  be  maintained,  roi 
owiwd  by  tbs  church,  as  any  member  of  their  holy 
body. 

7  And  thefs  things  are  of  fo  great  confaquence  to 

the  moral  and  religious  life,  ami  to  the  reputation, 
beauty  and  order  of  churches  and  families,  that  you 
ought  to  declare  and  folemnly  enforce  them,  in  your 
public  mimtlry  and  private  converfation,  to  the  end 
that  thefe  fotts  of  people  may  be  fo  regular  in  conduft, 
as  not  to  deferve  rebuke  [ux  ««»)  for  lcandalous 

crimes,  and  the  church  may  not  be  biameable  for  con* 
nivinz  at  them,  and  mifapplying  their  charity. 

8  But  if  there  be  any  profeflur  of  Chrift’s  name  that 
is  fo  very  unnatural,  as  not  to  do  what  in  him  lyes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  chcumUiincrt,  to  fapply  the  wants  of  his 
own  near  relations,  efpechiliy  of  bis  own  aged  parents, 
together  with  his  wife  and  children,  who  ate  the  princi* 
pal  and  dearcft  parts  of  his  family  ;  he  has  pra&ically  re¬ 
nounced  the  doctrines  of  Chriflianity  *  and,  whatever 
bis  pretences  be,  he  really  is  worfe  than  one  that  be¬ 
lieves  nothing  of  them,  as  he  not  only  violates  the 
law  of  nature  and  humanity,  in  initances  that  many 
heathens  themfelves  would  he  afhnmed  of ;  but  acts  dt- 
reQIy  contrary  to  divine  revelation  itfclf,  which  enjoins 
all  relative  and  facial  duties. 

9  If  there  be  any  poor  widow,  whofe  offspring  either 
cannot,  or  will  not  relieve  her,  the  church  ought  to 
take  care  of  her  :  But  if  they  have  their  thoughts  spoil 
her,  to  choofe  her  for  an  afiiftant  to  the  deacons  i,  in 
viliting  and  mimftring  to  the  poor  and  tick,  efpecially 
of  the  female  fex,  fhc  ought  to  be,  at  leaft,  fatty  years 
old,  and  free  from  the  fcandal  of  having  ever  been  mar- 


tug  <4  thpce-fcrift  year*  old,  before  fhe  he 
*4  taken  into  the  number,11  left's  us  Eo 
fidcr  him  ai  {peaking  litre,  not  mendy  of 
ukingthem  toco  the  number  of  thufe  iha t 
were  to  be  main  rained  by  the  church,  hut 
of  chofe  that  were  slio  10  be  employed  a* 
dti&ntjfts  fet  i: ;  For  pu*tgcr  widows  might 
be  fo  poor  and  infirm*  as  to  he  proper  oi- 
jedt  of  the  charch^  ch» rity,  though  not  fit 
for  the  offiw  of  fi  de^eoncis,  which,  in  the 
early  apes  of  Chrittfanity,  be  very  con- 
retiitni,  for  preventing  {capital  amo.ig  hea¬ 
then  neighbours,  and  rcUthrts  ot  inch  con¬ 
verted  women,  whether  yocnj  of  olJ,  as  on 


account  of  poverty,  or  fickuefr,  and  oiKci 
oontfions,  the  officers  of  ih*:  church  were  o- 
bligcrl  to  be  very  conrerforu  with;  u  we!J  as 
for  performing  the  fa  mily-isr vices  of  wo¬ 
men  in  Attending  niipiflcr*  that  ulualiy  m* 
vetl  d  about  to  prrath  the  got  pel  j  cr  were 
driven  from  to  place  by  pqffccnlion  ; 

but,  thde  regions  now  cetlirg,  there  is  not 
tire  I  lit  eccafion  tor  deacon  ei!c»  in.  the  pr% 
tent  age  :  Ao-1  as  1  do  nr>f  find  ajjy  infiite* 

fion  of  them,  or  prefcript<on  of  tfieir  duty, 
as  iht«  was  of  decors,  Atfs  vl*  I,  x,  &C  il 
appear?;  to  me  ttj  be  mailer  «J  nr.cro  prudence 
h  [he  church  to  commit  fuoh  office*  to  wo¬ 
men,  or  not,  ss  rircutfilhnce*  require. 


NOTE* 

|  The  apoflle**  inf* fling  on  a  widows  be* 


Cb.  r. 
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to  Well  re¬ 
ported  of  far  goad 
works  ;  if  Iho 
hive  brought  up 
chlHitn,  if  fl»e 

have  lodge  tl^  ran* 
jjcrs,  if  (be  luive 
walbcil  the  faints 
feci,  if  (hw  hare 
relieved  the  afilic- 
tfd^  K  ibc  have 
diligent  If  'bill¬ 
ed  every  good 
*ork. 


1 1  But  the 
younger  widows 
rcriift:  for,  when 
tbt?y  have  begun 
to  wax  wanton  a- 
gamjt  Chrill»ili;y 
will  many ; 


1%  Kavin^dam- 
nitk’O,  becaufe 
they  hate  call  off 
their  firLt  faith. 


r;  Aod  with¬ 
al  they  learn  t$  be 
idle,  wauclirihig 
ubotit  from  fcoitle 
tohoufc;  and  cat 
only  idle,  bur  ut¬ 
ter*  alfo,  and  bu* 
fy-bodies,  fpcak- 
in^  things  which 
tLcY  Wll£4 1  *UfU 


ried  to  more  than  cue  hufband  .it  a.  time,  or  having 
caufelefly  put  away  her  hufband,  and'becn  married  toa- 
ootb&r.  (See  Mari  x.  la*  and  the  note  on  chap .  lit.  2.) 

10  She  oaght  alfo,  in  order  to  her  being  taken  into 
this  fervice,  to  be  a  perfon  of  good  rharatler,  for  ha¬ 
ving  faithfully  and  .  prudently  difebarched  the  relative 
duties  of  the  married  life  }  as  for  inttance,  if  Ihc  has 
behaved  well  in  religiouily  educating  children,  or  in 
hofpitably  receiving,  and  treating  fuch  godly  ftrangers, 
whether  minifters  or  others,  as  providence  has  caft  in 
her  way  ;  if  foe  has  been  ready  to  do  the  meaneft  of¬ 
fices,  for  the  refrcfhment  of  fuch  holy  perfons,  even  ro 
the  wafliing  of  their  feet,  as  is  cuftoimry  in  thefe  hot 
countries,  after  travelling  in  fandais  ;  If  (lie  has  mini* 
ft  red,  with  compaflion  and  tendernefs,  by  couufel,  or 
Otherwife,  10  Chriittans  in  any  fort  cf  aflliftion  ;-ki  -a 
word}  if,  in  the  general  courfe  of  her  life,  fhe  has  la¬ 
boured,  with  care  and  diligence,  to  perform  every 
good  oflice  toward  God  and  others,  as  opportunity  of¬ 
fered,  the  then  may  be  wsil  admitted,  not  only  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  charity  of  the  church,  but  to  do  the  part  of 
a  deacooefs  in  ifc 

1 1  But,  if  younger  widows  would  defirc  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  fuch  a  Ration,  it  would  be  mod  prudent  not  to 
encourage,  but  to  rejeft  fuch  amotion:  For  when  once 
^*r«rf*i'iicnrr<)  they  have  begun  (as  there  may  be  dan¬ 
ger  of  it)  to  grow- voluptuous  and  laicivious,  contrary 
to  their  profcflion  of  Ciirtft,  and  to  confuh  their  own 
eafe  and  pleafure,  inftead  of  his  honour  and  fervice, 
they  will  be  tempted  to  marry  at  any  rate,  though  ft  be 
into  a  heathen  family,  that  they  may  get  rid  of  their 
irkfome  reilraints  and  labours,  in  attending  the  religi¬ 
ous  poor. 

12  And  they  will  expofe  themfelves  to  fhame  and 
condemnation  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  to  the  ccnfure 
of  the  church,  and  to  the  righteous  judgments  of  God 
here,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor.  xi.  2 9*)  as  well  as  to  eter¬ 
nal  damnation  hereafter  ;  becaufe  they  rejected  the  if 
former  ptofefEon  of  faith  in  Chrift,  or  renounced  the 
do&rine  which  they  at  firft  nouoiully  believed  con¬ 
cerning  him;  and  deferted  the  trull  committed  to 
them. 

13  And,  together  with  thefe,  fuch  young  widows 
as  are  more  addifled  to  pleafurc  than  buiinefs,  foon 
contract  a  habit  of  idlenefs,  and  trifle  away  their  time 
in  gadding  about  from  one  houfe  to  another,  for  amufe- 
ment  and  diver  lion  ;  nor  do  they  only  grow  lazy  crea¬ 
tures,  but  alfo  impertinent,  flirting,  hole,  and  foolifh 

talkers. 


17 ^  The firfl  Epijlfe  U  TimothT  paraphta/ed CIi.  v. 


r4  Iwii!  there¬ 
fore  ilut  the 

y^iT^ger 

marry,  hear  chit' 
pihic  the 

louli,  give  TrtKtC 

occaiion  to  the 
iidvcrfaryto  fj'tafe 
reproachfully. 


is  For  fome 
art  already  turn* 
ed  afick  tfLtr  Sa- 
tun. 


if  If  any  man 
r,r  woman  that 
bcLiereth  havewi- 
<k)^f,  let  them 
idievethcm,  and 
let  not  the  rhurvh 
be  chained;  tbit 
it  may  reltcvc 
them  that  are  ui* 
dgft  indeed* 


talkers*  and  officious  pryen,  and  intruders  into  other 
people's  affairs^  which  do  trot  belong  ro  t hem*  that  thry 
may  carry  ftories  xd  bo  Qt,  whether  right  or  wrong*  and 
rmke  their  own  remarks  upon  them*  to  pleate  fome* 
and  expofs  others ;  which  ought  by  no  means  to  te 
done,  bur  is  very  mifehievous  to  the  reputation  and 
peace  of  thtir  neighbours  and  acquaintance. 

1 4  Inflead  therefore  of  younger  widows  b  ing  admits 
ted  to  any  place  of  lervice  in  the  church  *,  1  would  ra¬ 
ther  adv:ft,  thut  they  be  3efr  in  fuch  a  fi  tuition,  as  ad* 
mits  of  thtir  marrying  in  the  Lord,  if  they  be  fo  dif- 
pofed*  and  have  a  good  offer,  that  promifes  fair  fo:  a 
Comfortable  maintenance;  and  that,  having  entered  in¬ 
to  that  relation,  they  breed,  nourilb,  and  relig jonfly 
educate  fuch  children  as  it  may  pleafe  God  to  give 
them  ;  and,  being  miftrdle$  of  families*  may  conduct 
their  houfboid- affairs  with  fiithfulnefs,  prudence  and 
good  huufewifry,  and  behave  with  fuch  diligence,  fo- 
britty,  and  modefty,  in  all  the  duties  of  their  relation, 
as  to  give  no  advantage  to  any  enemies  of  Chrift,  that 
feek,  and  would  gladly  take  ir,  to  fpeak  evil  of  them, 
and  q[  him  and  religion  on  Ctieir  account. 

15  I  fpeak  fo  particularly  about  this;  becaufc  there 
are  inftances  of  fume  young  widows  already,  who  have 
turned  off  from  their  profeffion  of  Chrift,  and  followed 
the  devices  of  Satan  in  fuch  finful  practices  as  bare 
juft  now  been  mentioned,  (ver.  it,  u,  13*) 

t6  But  to  return  to  the  cafe  of  poor  aged  widows, 
If  any  Clmfttan  man  or  woman  have  ancient  needy  mo¬ 
thers  or  grandmothers,  (vtr*  4,)  whofe  huibands  arc 
dead,  fuch  offspring  of  theirs,  whether  fons  or  daugh¬ 
ters,  ought  to  fupply  their  wants,  in  the  beft  manner 
that  their  own  circumftances  admit  of ;  and  if  they  can 
relieve  them  at  rhuir  own  expence,  the  maintaining  of 
fuch  widows  ought  not  to  be  thrown  upon  the  chuich, 
which  (bould  be  excuftd  from  it,  that  they  may  have 
the  more  to  fpare  for  ihc  help  and  comfort  of  thufe  that 
are  indeed  defofate  widows,  as  having  none  of  their  own 
family  to  provide  for  them* 

17  And 


NOTE 


*  The  ysuftgcr  ««  feem  to  me  ro  refer 
to  xwug  who  ;l tc  j!i  a'ong  die  fub' 

}cet  of  ilw  three  prcceJiuj  vtric $  ;  07id  fo  it 
carries  id  intimation  of  the  Uwfjlucia  of 
thefe,  as  w<U  t*  mlier  y  mi’g  woman's  mar¬ 
rying,  if  there  beno  other  omrtimilance  to  for¬ 
bid  it:  But  if  is  oot  10  be  iiU'ffeed,  tf’at 
when  the  apofUe  f-yf,  **  I  will  ihat  they 
**  marry,  and  hear  ehi'drew/*  he  mc^nt 
Id  oblige  them  to  many,  any  more  dua  10 


l*w  ctiildren,  uhether  they  were  inclined 
to  liie  0ne^  and  had  a  ytf-ispct  opportunity 
it;  or  whether  (Jodfhouhl  I>lr:s  them  vilft 
the  other  or  not  :  H;s  advice  to 
1  Cor,  viL  is  directly  contrary  to  any 

fbch  injunction  ?  but  what  lie  here  would 
fu^efi  i>,  dial  lUcy  ou^ht  to  be  at  liberty, 
and  that  it  would  be  woie  proper  for  theo; 
to  marry,  &e.  ihin  lo  he  a  bin  den  fo  ihe 
ChurJ),  or  put  jiiJo  the  oifice  of  1  dw;ntfi 


Ck*  V.  Tht  JirJi  Epifile  to  TnioTHT  p&faphrafed,  iff 


■  T  Let  thed- 
Arrs  thn  rule 
well  be  counted 
worthy  of  dou¬ 
bt*  honour,  efpe* 

ei*Jlj  they  who 
fhonr  io  the 
w™d  and  doc- 
triiie. 


17  Anti  now  I  am  fpeaking  about  the  Life  of  the 
church's  (lock,  I  would  recommend  the  pying  n  dne 
regard  to  fuch  elders  as  by  oflice  are  employed  in  the 
fpiricualfcmces  of  the  church,  that  they  who  arc  pm* 
dent  and  faithful  in  prefulin^  over  them,  (m 
may  fhnd  high  In  their  civil  refpeft  and  eflecm,  and 
may  have  libera!  allowances,  ftiflicirnt  to  m;ike  (heir 
wordiy  circumftancescafy,  reputable,  and  comfortable  *} 
efpecially  thofe  of  them  that  arc  eminent  and  remark* 
ably  laborious  m  fttidying  and  preaching  the  gofpel, 
and  in  fpreading,  mainraming,  and  defending  its  pure 
unmtxed  doftrines :  Let  thefe  be  honourably  maintain* 
ed  with  double  liberality,  beyond  fuch  allowances  as 
are  to  be  granted  to  poor  widows,  {ver*  3*)  according 
'to  their  fuperior,  and  more  important  fbmotis  and 


.  .  work  in  the  church,  for  the  fervice  of  whofe  foal*  they 

fedprure  f^th,  fpemi  their  time  and  pans. 

Thou  ihait  not  18  For  zs  this  is  ec]uit<tble  in  itfirlf  3  fo  the  fenpture 
muzzle  the  o<  points  it  out  as  your  duty,  where  it  law  to  intimate 
th*  cwn-  And  ™  reward  that  is  due  to  the  (ervams  oi  the  Lord  for 
The  their  mo  ft  important  labours,  (fee  the  note  ori  1  Czr* 


u* 


-  A*  h&tumr  in  eludes  maintenance,  (f« 
me  note  oa  ver,3„)  doubt*  htn&tr  Items  to 
44  grtat  civil  Tefpet^  and  Liberal 
*■  main  tenancy1  die  htt  of  whtdi  is  refer* 
red  10  j*  ihc  i^xt  verle,  and  tht  Hrfl  in  ihe 
verfe  that  follows  it.  This  iswr  the  apo~ 
die  orders  to  be  paid  to  the  “  ciders  that 
*'  role  well,  el  penally  they  who  labour  in 
’*  the  word  and  docirin^/*  by  which  fomc 
think,  that  ruling  elders  ire  diftiflguilk&l 
from  pallors  or  preaching  elder  So  as  fhflerent 
odkera  in  the  church.  Kih  it  is,  at  leair, 
vety  doubtful,  whether  fuch  a  cone lu fwn  can 
be  drawn  from  this  text  s  For  not  only  ihe 
eldm^  «  that  laboured  in  the  word  and  doc* 
trine, but  die  ciders  ailo,  that  ruled  vteit7 
•  ere  to  be  deemed  worthy  tf  (he  btruutr  pf 
m  iimenancc,  as  appears  from  the  neat  verfe. 
Now  1  cm  hardly  brieve  that  thde  elders, 
(who  are  fbppoicd  to  be  copgeJ  only  ro  the 
rute  and  gimrnment  of  the  church  )  any  more 
than  its  deacon  j,  were  to  be  maintained  at  the 
church1*  eoft  \a  their  lay-capacity,  which  left 
them  at  full  liberty  to  pnrfue  the  bnfinefs  of 
their  ftcubr  c&tlingi,  for  their  own  and  fa¬ 
milies  fuWifience.  And  the  rcafcn,  which 
the  aj  Okie  fubjoins  in  the  following  verfe, 
why  *,den  ought  10  be  mainraired  by  the 
church,  certainly  relates  to  none  hut  preach¬ 
ing  elders;  Nor  do  t  reeolleft  that  orders  at* 
ever  given*  tn  any  oilier  part  of  fcrip‘im*, 
for  ‘the  maintenance  of  either  deacons  or 
thole  fuppoled  mliny  and  nou-p reaching  el¬ 
ders  or  ihat  an  obl^liotl  can  be  inferred 
V0Lr  V,  | 
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frnm  any  pafTtgc  of  the  New  Tellament, 
that  churches  fltorcld  he  fu^niflicd  vhh  Ihdi 
fort  of  Olhi-CFS;  tliouj  ■  perhaps  prudence,  in 
£j£tc  circumfLances  of  muke 

them  expedeen:.  ]  therefore  incUn«t»  ihins, 
wt;h  fom^  others  th:tt  the  apokie  intends 
only  preach: fig  elder r,  when  He  direct.,  dvj.  hie 
hoxfttr  to  be  pa'ul  to  the  “  elders  that  mo 
u  wdl,  cjpeddlly  thofe  w^o  labour  m  the 
*'  w*:rd  and  dn&inc ;'f  and  tl^at  tlictiiilinc* 
tion  [yes,  no?  in  the  order  of  ofticeis,  but  in 
the  degree  ot  their  diligence;  faitHktinc  is,  an  J 
ennneucs,  in  l* tenrlaitjSy  folhlling  hlu:r  mini- 
ftcrUi  work  f  he  tsdiitrqkoii  ot  \'i\a  church  ; 

and  fo  the  empbafc  is  to  be  hid  cu  the  ^ord 
J,au«ur  in  ibe  -ttrvrd  acd  dsfirinf,  which  ha* 
an  efptchtlly  annexed  to  iu  Acwidiirylv 
the  karued  Mr  Med*  ohlo  ves,  that 

t e  fahivr  (xetriiv)  fignilics,  not  itmply  ti>  la* 
b -ur,  but  **  to  1  :ht?ur  vi  ith  m^ch  tr-jvai'  a;*d 
4*  toll, 11  which  he  lupp-ifcs  refers  tlie  e  * 
vangelijtf  rr  pr^refj,  that  travelled  up  end 
down  10  preach  ;hc  gojpei^  hemal*  their 
pjins  were  mt'ie  th^n  theirs  that  wt-rc  fiit'- 
ed  elders  of  corain  cl*uTcke« :  htc  Jib  jfivc* 
us  anoihcr  eapo^tion,  gmiaided  un  ihcu!e 
of  the  participle  In  the  Greeks  (xeart^lf^y 
whkh  is  often  wont  iu  tiote  ihcreaLn  of  a 
thing  i bus*  I,tt  ddci  'i  that  rule,  or  govern 
their  flock*  wciu  he  counted  worthy  of  dou* 
hie  Ik iii our 7  and  that  Iwcaufe,  or  iu, 

rcfpeO  of  their  lahoitr  in  t*‘.e  word  nnd  doc¬ 
trine,  (Sec  h<v?k  1,  Ji/courl'c  ZQ+  vcl*  i.  pafr 
01  ol  \u>  worbi  ) 

Ivl 


The  labourer  is 
woi  thy  of  his  rc- 


Ip  Aj^inft  an 
eUtr  receive  not 
»**  accusation,  but 
before  tuo  or 
thru  witjjtrffei. 


to  Them  that 
Jin  rebuke  before 
all,  that  others 
aUb  may  fciL 
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ix.  (0.)  Thcu  Jhalt  not  muzzle  the  mouth  of  the  s*i  that 
treadeth  out  the  com  t  And  our  bleficd  Lord  him  ft  If 
fays,  with  refpeG  to  his  miaiftrtng  fervams,  {Mat. 

x.  10.)  The  ■workman  is  worthy  of  his  meat,  as  his  rea- 
Tollable  reward. 

19  Another  part  of  the  honour-,  {1 >er.  17.)  which  is 
to  be  fliowii  10  ibtfe  ciders,  is,  that,  confidcring  their 
high  poll  in  the  church,  and  the  great  conference  of 
funporttng  their  chariGer,  in  order  to  their  ul’efulncfs, 
No  accufation  of  any  crime  be  admitted  or  believed, 
and  brought  into  the  church  again  it  any  one  of  them  ; 
unlefs  it  be  firft  fubftautUily  proved  by,  at  lraft,  two 
or  three  credible  witnefles,  which  are  required  even  'iit 
ordinary  cafes,  {Deist,  xhr.  15.  Mat.  xviii.  16.);  and 
it  ought  to  be  depofed  in  the  prefence  of  the  like  num¬ 
ber  of  its  members,  to  judge  of  the  credibility  of  what 
is  a  Hedged  againfl  him,  before  the  church  takes  any 
cognifance  of  it. 

20  But  if,  upon  uodetiiable  proof,,  elders  themfelves 
be  found  guilty  of  enormous  crimes,  inconOftcnt  with 
their  Tiered  charaGcr;  In  that  cafe,  there  is  to  be  no 
fuch  refpe£t  of  perfons,  as  to  connive  at  their  faults  i 
bur  you,  as  an  evangelift,  ought  to  reprove  them,,  as 
well  as  any  other  member,  for  their  fin,  with  all  be¬ 
coming  authority,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  church, 
that  not  only  they  may  rejefi  them,  in  cafe  of  obftinacy 
and  impenitence  *  but  that  others  alfo,  as  well  as  them 
perfons  themfelves,  may  be  afraid  of  doing  any  iniqui¬ 
ty  for  time  to  come. 

2r  As  thefj  are  things  of  vaft  moment  for  preferring 
the  purity  and  profperity  of  the  church,  and  relate  to 
the  mod  difficult,  grievous,  and  irkfome  part  of'  your 
work;  and '  as  your. -youth  may  make  you  the  more 
backward  to  engage  in  it,  I  fblemnly  bind  it  Upon 
your  confcience,  as  in  the  prefence  of  the  all- 
feeing  and  heart-fearehing  God,  and  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Guilt 'the  great  head  of  the  church,  who  knows 
all  thing;,  and  fearches  the  heart  and  reins,  [Rev.  ri. 
23.)  and  will  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  at  bis  ap¬ 
pearing  and  kingdom,  (2  Tim.  iv.  1.);  and  as  in  the 
prefence  of  the  bluffed  angels  who,  continually  fur¬ 
rounding  us,  are  witnefles  of  what  I  fay,  and  whom,  in 
diiHnttion  from  the  fallen  angels,  God  has  ehofen  to 
Be  his  -favourite  fervams',  and'  to  be  everhftingly  con¬ 
firmed  in  tbetr  holy  and -happy  ftate  *  :  Tear  I  charge 
;  ■'  y°ar 

NOTE. 

_  *  Ir,  wiiv.zizr  ftnfc  we  uodcrfrapd  this-  kic*  to  thorn,  rnMs  judges,  but  gsuftoeftei, 
before  il't  thft  «j£.'£r,  It  md  is  esnidtrsd  ia  the  farapbiaft 'fcotfi 


it  f  charije  thet 
Before  GoJ*  and 
the  i*onl  Jefus 
Clifilt,  and  the 
«1«1  ttngeU,  that 
thou  obfervcihefe 
things,  wit  hour 

JiTtfut  iafi  Okie  be* 
ore  another,  do¬ 
ing  norbiag  by 
partialii?. 
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you,  as  you  hope  to  appear  with  comfort  before  all  ihefe, 
at  the  great  day,  when  our  Lord  flwlt  ciome  in  bis  ovjnt 
and  in  bis  Father's  glory ,  •with  alt  the  holy  angels ,  that 
yOu  carefully  take  heed  to,  maintain,  and  put  in  prac¬ 
tice,  the  roles  I  have  given  you,  without  preferring  one 
to  another,  through  favour*  or  affection,  or  prejudging 
before  the  caufe  is  heard  and  approved ;  and  without 
the  lead  partiality,  through  prejudice  for,  or  againfl: 
any  man  whatfoever,  on  account  of  his  (latioa  in  the 
church,  or  of  any  private  consideration  to  bias  your 
mind. 


*1  La  hand*  23  aS  c^cr*  or  Pa®ors  tbcmfelves  may  be  liable 
/uiUnsiy  en  "no  10  mifearriages,  If  you  would  rejoice  to  have  as  little 
man,  wither  be  oceafion  as  poflible,  for  the  difagreeabte  work  of  rebu^ 
Dicig^nir ■  king  ibem,  (wr-  20.)  It  behoves  you  to  be  very,  cauri- 
fhyftlfpme,  **P  ous  and  careful  in  your  inquiries  after,  and  well  fatif- 
fied  about,  the  Oharaders  of  fuch  as  propnfe  to  bs  in¬ 
troduced  into  that  facred  office*  and  not  haftiiy,  incor.J 
Hdcrately,  and  rafhly  lay  your  hands  on  any  man  to  or¬ 
dain  him  +,  with  a  conveyance  of  fuch  extraordinary 
gifts,  as  ufed  to  attend  that  fignal  of  them  :  Take  heed 
of  a&ing  precipitately  and  uriadvifcdly  herein,  led  you 
make  yourfelf  acceftary  to,  and  fo  be  partaker  of  the 
guilt  of  nn found  and  ungodly  minifters  :  Staod  clear  of 
the  blame  of  countenancing  fuch,  and  of  all  the  fad 
conlequences  of  their  unfaithfulnefs,  errors,  and  mif- 
behaviour,  that  you  In  this,,  as  welt  as  in  every  other 
refpefl,  may  be  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men.  (Ad» 
xx.  2 5.) 

»i  Drink  no  23  Here,  by  the  way,  let  me,  in  the  fulnefs  of  my 
^ut  hearths  concern  for  you,  give  you  one  piece  of  tender 
f)T  thy  ftontdrb’t  and  fatherly  advice,  relating  to  your  own  health,  which 
lake,  and  rhino  ought  to  be  coofultcd  for  the  fake  of  ufefulnefc,  Though, 
often  infirmities.  yOU  are  inclined,  and  undoubtedly  obliged  by  yout 
office,  to  be  an  example  of  all  temperance  and  fobriety  ; 
yet,  as  your  conAitution  is  infirm  and  fickly,  your  la¬ 
bours 


NOTE. 

.given  itftre  thtm,  according  to  the fuppofi-  ihiir  hinds;  yet,  Crwifi.'.criQE  what  an  ex- 
lioo  of  their  nein;;  preient  io  religious  af-  trao.-dmary  eying  Jill  Tunt:iy  was,  according 
femblies,  who  art  miniftri/jg  fpirlts  ro  cl-e  to  tpecial  foregoing  pmphedis  cmnccraiug 
heirs  of  fakiiliou,  i  Cor.  xi.  ia.  Ephef  lit.  him,  which  the  apoflie  takes  particular  no¬ 
lo.  and  Keb.  i.  14.  anil  a*  given  to  bean-  ti«  of.  and  f«ms  to  Uy  a  srC‘t  lire  is  open, 

fwered  before  them  at  the  judgment  of  the  once  and  again,  chap.  i.  is.  and  iv,  14.  it 

great  day  >  when,. foe  the  gfester  iblemnity  need  nut  be  taught  improbable,  but  that 

of  it,  C brill  will  tome  with  all  the  holy  an-  feme  more  remarkably  eminent  powers  **« 

gel*,  a*  hi#  glorious  attendants.  Mat,  vvl.  eoitferted  upon  him,  than  upor,  orber'evan* 

ay.  and  xxv,  ,t.  Mark  viii.  3S.  and  Luke  gclitl*:  Aod  why  might  not  this  of  com¬ 
ix.  iff.  irma'icating  the  gifts  pf  the  Soil  it  ai  ordina- 

f  Though  conveying  the  gifts  of  the  Spi-  tion,  by  layttir  »n  >.>f  hit  hands,  k  opc  of 

rit  was  i>rdlasr;!y  by  the  laving  nn  them  f 


Cb.  v. 
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14  Some  mint 
fins  Tiit:  open  lie- 
f'lrdunii,  f oing 
before  to  jiidp* 
mtrnti  and  fame 
juju  rhey  follow 

«W. 


»S  Jjifcewl/cal- 
fbthe  good  worsts 
tpf  fame  are  mi* 
lie  forehand; 
and  they  that  are 
othcrwiie  cannot 

Uhid, 


hours  great,  and  your  life  very  important  to  the  church 
of  Chrift*  l)o  not  confine  yourfelf  any  longer*  as*  thro* 
too  great  abftenuoufneis*  you  have  doqe  in  time  paft* 
to  dfh;k  only  water ;  but  at  proper  feafons  uke  a  little 
wine  In  moderation*  as  in  ay  be  needful  to  help  your 
weak  ftcmach*  and  decay  of  appetite,  and  digeftion* 
through  the  many  indifpofnions  anddiforders  of  body 
that  you  are  often  attended  with*  by  means  of  hard* 
fturdy*  and  fatiguing  labour;  and  that  threaten  foon  to 
put  an  cud  to  your  valuable  life  and  ferviccs*  for  want 
of  animal  fpirics  and  proper  fuftcnance. 

24  But  to  return:  As  to  the  cautions  I  have  given* 
(l?c7\  22.)  you  are  to  proceed  after  a  different  manner 
in  different  cafes*  according  to  the  evidence  and  rcafon 
of  things.  For  fome  men's  erroneous  and  Imful  prin¬ 
ciples  and  practices  are  fo  notorious  and  open  to  every 
one's  view*  that  they  are  thoroughly  known  before 
there  be  any  oc cation  for  a  flrict  inquiry  to  be  made  in¬ 
to  them  *  and  fo  eafily  lead  the  way  to  a  juft  judgment 
of  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in  refuting  to  introduce  them 
to  office  in  the  church  :  And  there  are  others*  who  life 
fo  much  art*  fecrecy*  and  hypocrify*  to  conceal  their 
fentiments  and  wickednefg*  that  it  often  breaks  out 
after  a  judgment  of  charity  has  been  pad  upon  them* 
in  order  to  their  being  ordained:  But  whether  it  does 
fo*  or  not*  you  have  acquitted  your  own  con  faience* 
whatsoever  be  the  confluence  as  to  them  * 

25  There  are  slfq  fome  perfons  whofe  religious  fenti¬ 
ments*  gifts*  graces*  and  moral  temper  and  behaviour* 
aie  fo  remarkablygood*  and  obvious  to  all  about  them* 
as  to  fpeak  for  themfelves*  before  there  is  any  need  to 
ferutinize  their  characters;  and  they  may  be  juftly 
deemed  fit  to  be  admitted  to  the  (acred  msmftry  ;  in  fuch 
cafes  your  way  is  plain  ;  But  more  caution  is  to  be  ufed 
as  to  others*  who,  tho'  gracious  upright  fouls*  are  fo 
bafhfu!  and  reclufe  in  their  temper*  that  it  is  difficult 
to  form  a  iatisfying  judgment  about  their  qualifications; 
and  yet*  upon  prudent*  tender*  and  clofe  converfes 
with  them*  that  good  thing  which  is  wrought  in  them* 
and  the  religion  which  is  more  covertly  pra&ifed  hy 
them*  may  be  fufficieiuly  difeovered  to  give  you  a  fa¬ 
vourable 


N  0 

*  Thcja.'Jpweirf  litre  Intended  feuns  tux 
to  be  the  final  day  of  accent*  wIicji  *4  God 
**  will  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with 
“  ctciv  fec  et  thing*  whether  ii  b t  good  or 
evil (Ecde.*  mu-  14-)  For  there  arc  no 
tins  to  lie  {iilbvcrnl  j/itr,  but  all  will  be 
made  mmiffli  ijr*  that  day:  But  I  rather 
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think  that  the  judgment  here  meant  is  (a« 
the  conuatf  vcr.  11.  dired^f  to  be  under* 
fbood  of  the  ji>dgnienrt  that  is  to  Jjc  in 
jufband  chanublc  conftnidiniis,  up^u  p«- 
frms  eharadVerr,  with  a  v*ew:o  their  id m if- 
fiou  to  the.fdcrcd  officeo i  (hcmlniftry* 
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vourablc  opinion  of  them,  and  to  direft  your  proceed¬ 
ings  toward  tbem  in  the  forementioned  cafe:  Or  if* 
after  all,  you  remain  doubtful  about  them,  it  is  belt  to 
wait;  and  if  they  really  be  corrupt  in  principles  prac¬ 
tice,  u  cairnot  cafily  be  concealed  for  any  length  of 
time. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

With  what  veneration  fhoutd  the  aged,  whether  men  or  women;  and  with 
vhttl  affability  ami  purity  fticroUl  younger  people,  be  cautioned  againft  every  finful 
infirmity  *  The  defeendents  of  poor  widows  ought  to  treat  ihem  with  refpeft, 
and  provide  as  honourably  for  them,  as  they  can.  How  unnatural,  -md  how  con* 
trary  to  al!  the  principles  of  Chriiliauity*  and  worfc  than  hcathcidfii  is  it,  forgof- 
pel-profcffWs  to  nrgletf  their  deAitute parents,  and  their  own  families!  But  if 
the  offspring  of  poor  widows  are  not  able  to  maintain  them,  the  church  t*> 
which  they  belong  ought  to  take  them  under  thtir  care:  And  if  any  church 
needs  good  matrons  to  attend  their  fick  and  poor,  they  may  appoint  filch  ^yidowc  of 
advanced  yearn  to  that  frrvice,  as  hare  obtained  a  good  rcpcrL,  and  Hi  own  a  h  urn  - 
Me  coippainouate  regard  to  the  faints  and  ftrvants  of  Chri.ft ;  but  young  widows 
ought  not  to  be  put  into  that  office,  left,  giving  thcmfelves  up  to  plea  lb  re.  they  be¬ 
come  idle,  tatting  bufy-bodics,  which  are  the  pc  Sts  of  focVty  ;  and  at  length  re~ 
iiounce  their  profrffiem  of  faith,  and  following  the  devices  of  Satan,  throw  off 
religious  reftraTms,  to  their  own  condemnation  ;  they  arc  indeed  in  the  wori’r  feme 
dead,  while  they  live:  But  as  to  poor  young  widows  of  better  character,  iuftead 
of  their  being  burden  font*  tothc  church,  it  may  be  advlfible  for  Item  to  marry 
believing  hufb^nds,  that  are  capable  of  maintaining  them;  and  to  hear  arc!  bring 
up  fuch  children  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  as  hr  may  givettsem  ;  as  alio  lo  manage 
their  hold!  laid- bufmefs  with  good  houfe  wifry.  How  foie  in  n  is  the  charge  to  all 
paftors,  as  well  ns  cvr^grlifts,  in  the  preftnee  of  God  nod  Chrift,  and  the  holy 
angels,  that  they  faithfully  dccUre  theft  things,  and  fulfil  every  part  of  their  of¬ 
fice  !  And  though  reproofs  and  ccnTures  are  the  nv>ft  difficult  and  grievous  duties 
of  their  ftauon,  yet  they  arc  to  difeharpe  them  with  fidelity,  and  without  parti¬ 
ality,  whether  it  be  towards  church*  officers,  or  toward  ]jrivatc  members.  But 
with  what  care  and  caution  fbould  they  proceed  in  ordinations,  left  thevtfiem- 
ielm  fhare  with  the  ordatned  in  their  guilt  I  And  y  what  prudence,  teudenicfs, 
and  courage  do  they  need  for  conducing,*  according  to  the  appearances  of  fume 
people'sjwij  on  one  hand,  and  good  deeds  on  the  other*  which  fhnw  them  Gives 
before*  or  after  they  puis  judgment  upon  therrj  Mow  arduous,  upon  toe  whole, 
is  the  minifterul  work  !  And  bow  ought  they*  that  are  eminently  laborious,  in 
preaching  and  fupporting  the  pure  gofpri  of  Chrift,  to  be  honoured  with  great 
Tefpeft,  and  liberal  manta ioa^ce,  according  to  the  diredions  ofb:fth  the  Old  and 
Hew  Tcftameuts  \  And  though  they  ought  to  be  temperate  in  all  thing*,  they 
need  not  confine  themftlves  to  drinking  water  ;  but  may  lawfully  ufe  wins 
with  moderation  for  ftum«tcl/&  fake,  when  their  ld>»urs  and  bodily  infirmities 
call  forit*  and  it  becomes  needful  for  thcprefervatUm  of  their  health,  and  ferries 
in  the  church. 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  apqflfe  lays  down  the  duty  of  ChriJHans  toward  believing^  as  i veil 
as  other  majiers ,  -which  Timothy  ought  to  infijl  vpzn^  with  a  Jtverc 
reproof  to  Juiaizers  that  taught  otherwife}  r* — 5.  Shews  the  ad* 
vantage  cf  godlint/s  with  contentment^  and  the  danger  of  covetous 
purfuits  afur  riches >  io*  Directs  T:rr,a:hy  to  a  contrary  courf<y 
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iif  12-  Civet  him  a  folemn  charge  to. behave  faithfully  in  a  perfc - 
vering  attention  to  his  orders ,  in  admonifbmg  the  rich  not  to 
trujl  in  their  riches  *  hut  in  the  living  Gody  and  to  improve  bis  bounties 
U  the  bejl  purpofes*  and  repeats  his  charge  with  fome  enlargement , 
cloftng  all  with  a  Jhorty  but  comprehenfive  benediction >  i3> — 2i+ 


Text# 

T  ET  ^uiiy 
fcrvanliaszri 
under  tiw  yoke, 
count  thvir  own 
worthy  cf 
hotittr,  tlint 
iltenamc  i>f(Wd» 
and  bii  di/ftriw, 
he  not  btafphc- 
med. 


%  A  kid  they 
that  have  W)ie» 
ring  iwafter*.  ]rt 
them  not  derpife 
/-VwphiCaxifcthey 
are  brcihrcu  $  but 
-rather  do  them 
fen-ire,  fcfcaule 
they  are  faithful 
jp*fi  beloved f  jMr- 
takerj  of  the 

henciit.  Theft 
things  reach  sad 
cilwit. 


PARAPHRASE. 

AS  there  are  fome  Judaizers  that  would  mate  it  un¬ 
lawful  for  bond- Daves,  upon  their  becoming  Chrif- 
tians,  to  obey  their  matters  after  the  fidh  *,  Let  all 
con  vet  ted  fer  vanes,  even  though  they  be  under  that 
yoke  of  lervitude,  think  rbemfelves  in  conscience  bound 
to  pay  a l!  civil  refpe£t  and  obedience,  that  is  due  to 
their  own  maftcFS,  vhofe  property  they  are ;  and  to 
Serve  them  faithfully,  even  though  they  be  heathens j 
by  doing  otherwife,  they  would  prejudife  the  minds  of 
their  matters  againft,  and  bring  a  fcandal  upon  the 
name  of  the  hleflcd  God,  whom  they  profefs  to  own 
and  honour  as  their  God,  and  upon  his  glorious  and 
holy  gofpei,  as  if  he  had  therein  difeharged  them  from 
the  juft  obligations  that  they  were  under  before,  to 
perform  the  natural  and  civil  duties  of  their  flat  ions; 
whereas  his  true  defign  in  it  is,  to  make  them  better 
fervants  than  ever,  even  to  froward  matters,  (i  Pe¬ 
ter  ii.  1 8.) 

2  And  thofe  Chriftian-fervants  that  are  fo  happy  as 
to  have  believing  and  faithful  matters,  ought  to  prize 
the  privilege,  and  not  contemn  them,  or  make  too  free 
with  them,  or  think  that  they  mutt  be  funk,  in  their 
civil  capacities,  down  to  a  level  with  themf elves ;  and 
fo  withdraw  their  fcrvice  from  them,  becaufe  they  are 
brethren  in  Chritt,  and,  as  fitch,  are' upon  a  level  with 
themfelves  in  religious  privileges,  honours,  and  enjoy¬ 
ments,  and  in  God’s  account :  But  let  them,  on  the 
contrary,  be  the  more  cheat fu I,  affectionate,  and  dili¬ 
gent,  in  doing  the  bufirtefs,  and  confulting  the  ir.terelY 
of  fnch  mailers,  for  this  reafon ;  becaufe  they  are 
faithful  believers,  beloved  of  God,  and  of  their  fellow- 
Chriflians,  and  are  partakers  of  the  lpiriruil  bleflhigs 
of  the  gofpei  with  tbcmfelves,  as  well  as  have  a  right 


NOTE. 


to 


*  A?  the  Jewiftf  thoti  jhfc  it  mi** 

lavtul  for  IfnttrK  ti>  he  fold  for  a  fenrirnt 
kjthcns  (fee  Dr  Lighije&ft  Htb*  Tal* 
jiuid*  Kxerc'it,  r  Cor  *  ii.  a  *-)  it  :s  highly  pro- 
ialic  fn>m  ver.  3*  of  this  rh^prer, 
lomc  JxSazrr  j it f] itcd  on  the  fim-e  for  Cfcri* 
l:an-cojWtfU  ;  as  this  uoetd  h-ve  betn 

to  brcA  in  Ef-on  the  civil  r'gh;*,  pr-per- 
TWSj  an^  poiitluoL®,  »J*idk  C:nftiwi;ty 


leaves,  » it  found  them  t  (fee  the  note  oa 
Iph,  and  would  have  been  a  Arorg 

prejudice  in  the  mlcd&of  heathen?  agauiU 
embracing  the  gofpei,  die  apofUe  takes 
caficn  to  fay  down  the  rfusy  of  ChrifHati 
flxucs*  and  therein  of  aH  other  believing  fer* 
vaiitr,  topayduc  honour  and  obalfancet» 
their  makers*  whslfoev'cr  rheix  religious  cfca* 
r^dur  be. 


Ch.  vn 
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to  the  benefit  of  their  good  and  faithful  fcrviers. 

™*f.)  Tbefc  are  things  fo  important  to  the  credit  of  re¬ 
ligion*  and  the  prefervation  of  natural  rights*  that.  I 
'would  have  yon  pubiifh  and  explain  them/inff  tfgfcS 
to  the  practice  of  them*  on  all  proper  occalions. 

3  If  toy  man  3  If  any  one  pretends  to  teach  notions  contrary  r a 
^is,  or  10  whatfoever  eife  I  have  been  infilling  on* 
to  vhoifonic  (fee  chap*  i*  3,  10*)  and  does  not  embrace  ami  iubmit  to 
vonis,  zrtn  th$  the  found,  uncorrupted  and  falutary  doctrine  of  our 
r oid Jcfij sCh r^lJ *  Lon\  an<*  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  concerning  his  pcrfoi* 
ard  to  tU  doc*  and  offices,  as  it  hath  b;en  delivered  in  Ms  own  mini- 
a  w ;  which  is  ac-  ftry,  or  by  his  lufpired  femnts,  who,  as  fuch,  preach 
cw^ng  to  god11-  jjjg  word,  {jffts  xix.  20*)  If  any  one  do  not  give  his 
affent  and  con  Tent  fo  the  goipel-do&rine,  which  con- 
’  tains  and  enjoins*  and  is  formed,  defigned  and  blrflrd 
for  promoting  practical  religion,  in  all  devotiorr  toward 
God,  and  in  ail  relative  duties  toward  men,  on  the  foot 
of  his  authority*  and  with  a  good  confcienc^  towards 
him  ; 

♦  HcUprowd,  4»  5  Such  a  man,  be  his  prctencesa  profefllon,  or 
Jinouingnoi bin*|  ftation  in  the  church  what  they  will,  is  a  haughty,  M\~ 
rudv'yat S  concc'tc^  creature,  (Tfrtf^)  pulled  up  with  the  vanity 
ftrtfcs^of  words,  his  own  mind,  while  he  knows  nothing  aright  cf 
whcrctf  totmih  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  or  of  what  he  ought  to 
tuvy,  ftiittrad-  relating  to  God,  ami  his  own  duty  ;  but,  like  a 

'l«Ss/VI  brain-lick  per  ton*  is  fooliflily  and  madly  fond  [w***r)  of 

s  Permit:  dif.  dealing  in  impertinent,  uftlefs  and  entangling  quell  ion*, 
punrgs  of  nwo  /fw  1/4*)  and  going  into  eager  difputes  and  vain  jane* 
And  deftkote  of  hugs  aoout  words,  rather  than  things,  m  which  he 
the  truth,  fop-:  htmfelf  neither  widcrjlands  what  he  fays  %  nor  whereof 
i^dfincfi*  £in  (chap*  i*  6,  7.)  and  which  are  fit  for  no* 

fudi  withdraw  thing  but  to  kindle  and  inflame  envious  and  invidious 
tbyfclf.  thoughts  and  paffior\s;  angry  debates ;  blafphemous  im¬ 
putations  and  reviling  fpeeches  ;  fmful,  in¬ 

jurious  and  groundlefs  jea  Ionites  ;  prepefteroudy  curi¬ 
ous,  vain  and  froward  bickerings,  (*'c  that  are 

p  cacti  fed  and  delighted  i:i  only  by  men,  whofe  minds 
have  taken  a  perverfe  turn  under  the  power  of  the  leign- 
ing  corruptions  of  their  own  hearts,  and  who  are  utter 
grangers  to  Chrift,  and  to  :hs  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and 
rhe  true  nature  of  vital  religion  ;  vainly  imagining, 
that  what  they  get  moll  by,  for  fee u ring  and  advanein^ 
their  (collar  intertft,  is  the  belt  fchrme  of  religion  j 
amt  therefore  they  are  for  making  a  trade  of  it,  anti  mo¬ 
deling  Chriftianity  icfelf  to  their  own  taftc,  in  a  way 
that  may  be  moit  fubfervient  to  their  carnal  view?. 
Have  nothing  to  do  with  fuch  peivcde  men;  reject 
their  principles,  practices  and  converktion  ;  uml  wiih- 

draw 
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draw  as  far  from  them  as  they  have  withdrawn  from 
truth  and  hofinefs* 


tf  But  gOvlU- 
jjtffs  with  con* 
ten  linen  t  U  gnzt 


7  For  vrt 
hrni»t»hi  nothing 
into  this  warli]. 
And  it  is  certain 
we  can  carry  no¬ 
thing  out, 


6  And  having 
food  and  ratnunt, 
1st  us  be  there¬ 
with  content* 


6  15ut  whatever  men  of  fuch  corrupt  and  worldly 
fp.rits  think  of  the  matter,  true  religion  in  heart  and 
life,  which  keeps  up  a  folemn  veneration  of  God,  and 
an  citrcife  of  alt  fimable  graces  in  worlhipping  and  fer- 
ving  him,  through  Jefus  Chrift  by  the  affllUnce  of  hifi 
Spirit,  according  to  the  gofpel;  this  evangelical  god* 
Jinefs,  together  with  an  entire  fatisfa&itm,  that  gives 
a  fufltcieucy  to  the  mind  jtfelf,  (fltfr^KfW')  with. regard 
to  fuch  things  as  we  have,  and  to  all  difpofah  of  pro* 
vulcnce  relating  to  the  prefent  life,  is  the  heft  and 
trueft,  the  moft  comfortable,  and  advantageous,  and  a- 
biding  gain  for  this  world  and  the  next,  incomparably 
preferable  to  all  affluence  of  creature  -enjoyments, 
which  at  beft  are  empty,  precarious,  and  pcriflring. 

7  For  as  we  came  naked  into  this  world,  bringing 
none  of  its  good  tilings  along  with  us,  and  bold  what 
we  have  of  them  by  the  free  bounty  and  fovereign  dif* 
pofals  of  God,  who  may  give  or  take  them  as  he 
pi  cafes  ;  fo  it  is  unquestionably  certain,  that  we  mutt 
go  out  of  it  naked,  as  leaving  them  all  behind  ug,  and 
carrying  none  of  them  away  with  us,  when  we  come 
to  die,  [Job  i.  2(.)  and  it  is  as  certain,  that  riches  pro* 
Jit  not  in  the  day  §f  voratbj  ( Prov *  xi*  4.) 

ti  And  if,  while  we  are  patting  through  this  world* 
the  good  providence  of  God  fupplies  us  with  neceflary 
food  to  fuftain  us,  and  clothes  and  habitations 


pa™)  to  cover  us,  wc  ought  not  to  be  greedily,  and  am- 
bitioully  afpinng  after  more;  but  fhould  be  thankful 
for  fuch  mercies  as  we  are  favoured  with,  and  fo  wdl- 
plealed  with  them  as  to  think  we  have  enough. 

9  But  they  whofe  hearts  arefet  upon  riches,  and  re* 
folve,  if  poflible,  10  ger  them  at  any  rate,  as  tho*  they 
were  their  chief  good,  plunge  themfelves  into  the  moft 
dangerous  temptations  to  unlawful  ways  of  obtaining, 
and  of  ufing  them  5  and  into  a  dreadful  fnarc  to  their 
own  fouls,  which  Satan  and  their  carnal  hearts  lay  for 
them  ;  and  into  the  deep  defilement  of  many  fooliftly 
j neon (ider ate,  mad  and  pernicious  appetites  and  paflions, 
which  they  ought  to  be  afiiamed  and  afraid  of;  and 
which  like  a  great  gulf,  fwallow  up  fuch  worldly 
minded  men  in  both  temporal  and  eternal  definition. 

10  For  an  inordinate  value  and  sffe£tion  for  wealth 
is  a  pregnant  fource  of  all  fmful,  injurious  amd  mife* 
rablc  principles  and  practices  which  is  fadly  earrm* 

NOTH.  plified 

f  Golr!  ho^st*  in  brethren  hrie.  Gold  dees  civil  ww  create. 

G^Li  I.i  ^ainiftci  dch^tc;  woHcg,  9 VO.  Vok  1, 

Guiti  <;ocs  inead&ip  Itparaie,  Ya"C  5** 


9  But  thrjr 
that  will  be  rich, 
fall  tuto  tempu- 

tVTii,  an  d  a  f|iare. 

And  into  >n»|iy 
foftillh  and  hurt¬ 
ful  tofts,  which 
drown  men  in 
d-'IniHijn  and 
jiCi'toioo. 


to  For  the 
of  money  is  the 
root  of  All  evil  : 

which 


Ch.  n. 

whiefa 

CQTflfd  after, 

i her  wi'«i 

fV^ui  the  fwtJi, 
and  p  tercel  tbrm- 
feivw  through 
wuh  iutp y  for- 


II  pi7t  t1^nf 

O  iran 

HvC  <ntl^  ;iu»i£t : 

a;hd  i«!Ur*^  af¬ 
ter  ri  *:‘ *«*■■*>  iid  *, 
gtr&iirfr,  faith, 
1  *t,  paiiesce. 


7 Tttjirfl  EpxftU  to  Tiwotht  parepbrafed. 


Itj 


it  F!sh»  the" 

rivd  Jijrtrt  &f 
fjnh,  lay  IietlJ 
on  etcnij]  HtV* 
vbriw,ro  (hod 
art  aifo  calk'd , 
and  ball  pru&flc-i 
*  pil'd  proftfliou 
W‘>ro  many  *it~ 
twffcj* 


pitted  in  fame  who,  through  utafariable  defires  after 
the  things  of  this  world,  hare  run  aftray  from  the 
truth  of  the  gofpert,  and  thdr  profeflion  of  it  ;  and  in¬ 
fo- ad  of  finding  the  pica  fare  a:iC.  advantage  they  ptopo- 
fcdtoihrrnfelves  therrhy,  they  bring  diftrds  and  Tuin 
upon  themfelves  in  (bit!  and  body,  with  as  painfot  ago¬ 
ny,  in  altrr  fefleftions  upon  it,  as  if  they  had  pierced 
thcmfelvM  thr.i1  with  many  (lurp  and  potfonous  darts. 

i  flint  as  for  you,  O  Timothy,  who  area  man  high¬ 
ly  favoured  cf  God  ir.  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Spi¬ 
rit,  fat  apart  and  devoted,  by  your  own  con  fen  t,  to  his 
ft  met  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  Flee  to  the  remo¬ 
test  difonce  with  utter  abhorrence,  and  with  all  your 
might,  from  thefe  corrupt  principles,  difpofitions,  and 
practices,  end  every  thing  cf  this  evil  nature  and-  mis¬ 
chievous  tendency,  as  inconfifont  with  the  dignity  of 
your  cilice,  and  your  own  happiticls  and  ufefcloefi; 
and,  in  oppolitioo  thereto,  puifue  vigorously,  in  the 
ftrength  of  divine  grace,  the  ncheft  attainments  of  the 
knowledge,  experience  anderercife  of  rightcoufods,  in 
alt  your  behaviour  toward  men  ;  of  ltr!«  and  evange¬ 
lical  piety,  in  all  your.adings  toward  God;  of  faith 
in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  God  through  him, 
and  of  releafing  views  of  the  heavenly  glory  ;  of  love 
to  Ohrid,  to  the  truth,  and  u>  his  people  for  his  fake  ; 
and  under  the  power  of  thefe,  poflefs  your  own  foul  in 
patience,  amidft  all  wants  and  troubles  of  this  world, 
and  fafferings  for  the  gofpd-fake,  and  in  au  humble, 
gentle  temper  towards  all  men,  {Titus  cii.  1.)  in  nutl- 
tufs  inJJruEfing  ihofe  that  Qppofc  tbemfelves ,  (z  Tim.  ii. 
24,  25.)  as  far  as  is  confident  with  being  valiant  for 
the  truth,  which  mnft  not  be  given  up  through  cowar¬ 
dice,  or  on  any  terms  whatfoever. 

12  In  this  manner  then,  cm  tend  earnefUy  for  the 
faith,  which  was  care  dtHutrtd  to  tbt  faints ;  (Jude, 
vcr.  3,)  Stretch  you  del  t  out  with  holy  vehemence  and 
cagtrnefs,  as  a  g<sxi  foltiier  of  Jefus  Chrtfiy  (2 

Tim.  ii.  3.)  in  this  good  fight  againft  the  flefli,  the  de¬ 
vil  and  the  world,  for  a  gu-xl  Mailer,  and  m  a  good 
esufe,  which  will  have  a  good  iiTbe,  as  engaged  in  with 
an  exercife  of  faith  to  derive  ftrength  ftom  him,  for  it, 
to  fapport  and  animate  you  in  it,  to  carry  you  through 
it,  and  bring  you  off  with  vi&ory  t  prefs  therefore  to¬ 
wards  the  mark  for  the  prize,  till,  in  a  way  of  belie¬ 
ving,  and  of  all  fidelity,  you  actually  get  poiTcffion  ot 
eternal -life;  unto  the  obtaining  of  which  you  are  cal¬ 
led  by  divine  grace,  and  which  is  fet  before  you  in  the 
gofpvj  for  your  eucocugemant  under  ail  the  barufhips 

of 
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of  your  prefect  warfare,  (fee  the  note  on  Phil.  Hi.  i  z.) ; 
in  your  entrance  on  which,  at  your  ordination,  you 
made  a  noble  confeflion  of  your  faith  in  the  prefence  of 
many  witnefles,  who  attended  that  folemnity  \  and  you 
have  ever  fince  bore  an  honourable  tcftimony'to  it,  by 
preaching  and  converfation,  and  by  all  the  furferings 
you  have  patiently  endured  for  it,  in  the  view  of  nu- 
,  merous  fpetibtors,  (i  Cor.  iv.  9.) 

w  f 13  Now,  with  an  eye  to  the  grcateft  of  all  witnefles, 
oi  1  God*  '"who  w’kom  it  moft  highly  concerns  us  to  be  approved,  l 
quicktncih  ail  foiemnly  charge  you  in  the  name,  and  as  it  were  before 
tbinei^ndbefore  the  face  of  the  All-feeing  and  Almighty  Gad,  who  is 
PonTio*  t'le  Author  of  every  Lind  of  life  ;  who  raifes  dead  fouls 
J*iUte  wimefled  to  fpiritual  life,  and  revives  theni  afterwards  under  all 
agoa'lconfcIBoD;  their  decays,  is  the  life  of  all  our  miniftrations,  and 
will  raife  the  dead  bodies  of  all  his  faithful  fervznts  and 
faints  to  immortal  life  and  glory  :  1  aifo  charge  you,  as 
in  the  light  and  prefence  of  Jefua,  the  great  Mrfliah, 
as  you  will  anfwertohim  in  the  day  of  judgment,  who, 
when  he  was  arraigned,  as  an  impoftor,  at  the  bar  of 
Pontius  Piiate,  the  Roman  governor,  bore  a  free  and 
open  teflimony  to  the  truth  of  his  own  character,  (Mat. 
xxvti.  1  r.  and  John  rviii.  ay.)  though  he  knew  it  would 
coft  him  his  life  ;  and  fo  bath  fet  you  a  noble  example 
of  courage  and  (ledfaftnefs  in  continuing  to  maintain 
the  truth  of  chegofpel  concerning  him,  even  unto  death: 

M  That  thou  14  'Tts  in  the  prefence  .of  thefe  divine  perfons,  [hat 
oTMdmcat  with-  ^  you  this  folemn  charge  to  hold  faff  the  miniikrijl 
«nt  rpot,  unre-  truft  committed  to  you  by  their  command,  and  ro  fol- 
huViide,  until  low  the  iaftru&ipns  I  have  given  you  by  their  authnri- 
Lir  T«d  >r°*  for  executing  it  with  all  integrity,  care  and  dili- 
piirifl  :  gence,  and  in  all  refpefts  free  from  blame',  Ji tidying  to 

Jhew  yourfelf  approved  unto  Godt  a  workrrutn  that  needs 
not  to  be  a/bamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truths 
(a  Tim.  ii.  15)  and  perfevertng  therein  to  the  end  of 
life,  in  full  expectation  and  hope  of  the  glorious  ap¬ 
pearing  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  till  he  flin.il  come 
to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  the  lad  day.  (2  7j>&. 
iv.'i.j 

*j  Which  in  15  Which  appearance  for  this  great  purpofe,  he  will 
hi*  iirim  **<ba\t  demonflratc,  in  its  proper  and  appointed  fcalun  f,  who, 

■  w*  is 

N  0  T  S. 

t  Some  unileifland  this  u  meant  of  Cod  Ponder  Pilzte :  And  it  is  certain  that  King 
fh«  Father,  and  other*  of  our  Lord  Joins  of  king*  and  Lord  of  lords,  is  a  title  given 
thrift,  becinfehe  is  the  neat  antecedent ;  ac-  to  Chrifl,  Rev,  xvii.  14.  and  «ix.  r$  :  tint  1 
cxirdiogly  they  refer M  in  his  times  "to  the  lea-  do  not  finditbit  it  is  any  wiwrt,  Vuik'ic  here, 
fin  of.  hi,  gforbat3ppr.iri»2,  when  he  will  given  to  rhe  Father.  However,  i;  mnar;i, 
mod  iliunriotilly  dcmonflrtte  hitnlelf  u  be,  dfrabtfnl  by  the  coiineftion,  whether  ibis 
what  he  witiKilsd  concerning  hisnfeli  before  and  the  tin  w  following  verm  are  to  be  ref-r- 


a.  »i. 


The  jirfi  Eptfile  to  Timotiit  paraphrased.  1 87 


(hr*,  wbo  It  the 
blcfTcd  and  o/ity 
Porcoiaie*  (he 
King  of  kinjs* 
and  Lord  of 
lords; 


if  Who  only 
haH.hin«]ortat;'y* 

ducUtf*  in  the 
lijphi  which  no 
mau  canap^rosda 
unto,  vhom  tto 
min  hath  iccft} 
Sior  esn  Ji-c;  to 
uhoji  be  honOiU1 
m4  |)r»vrcr  cver- 
taftinv*  Amen, 


17  Charge 
rli  cm  that  are 
rich  hi  this- world, 
that  they  be  ont 
h  minded,  nor 
trud  m  uneemla 
riches,  hot  in  the 
Jiving  Godf  who 
jpveili  tn  richly 
*11  things  to  cq* 

?>n 


|8  Thai  thty 
do  good,  (hat 
they  Lc  rich  ill 
fond  works,  ria* 
d?  to  d'ftjrftnEe, 

Wklinv^  tit 

muni  Cite; 


in  oppofitioo  to  all  other  gods,  and  created  beings,  is 
biefied  for  ever  in  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf,  and  is  the 
only  fupretneapd  omnipotent,  Ruler  over  alt  tings  and 
lords,  and  infinitely  more  excellent  and  glorious  than 
any  of  them  ;  they,  and  all  that  th^y  are  and  have, 
being  entirely  dependent  on  his  will  and  picafare,  and 
under  his  controul,  by  whom  kings  reign,  and  princes 
decree  jtiflice.  (Prov,  v:ii.  15.) 

1 6  Who  only  has  an  unbrginning  and  rerer-ending 
life  of  perfect  blaflcdnefs  and  glory,  originally,  ne- 
cefljfilv,  unchangeably  and  independently  in  himfelf ; 
and  dwells  in  i’ucb  an1  illuOrtous  Shetbina  in  the  hea¬ 
ven  of  heavens,  as.no  mortal  man  can  haveaccefs  to; 
whom  no  man,  in  this  Hate  of  imperfection  and  frailty, 
has  ever  feen,  or  can  fee  in  his  full  blaze  of  glory,  and 
live,  (£x.  xxxiii.  20.)  ;  nor  can  any  corporal  eye  ever 
behold  him  in.  his  divine  nature,  in  which  he  is  a  pure¬ 
ly  fpiritunl  being.  To  whom  be  aferibed  all  honour, 
might  and  dominion,  with  chearful  and  profound  ado¬ 
ration,  as  is  moll  due,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen, 

17  In  this  view  of  things,  and  in  reflexion  on  the 
important  trull  thus  folemnly  commuted  to  you,  Give 
faithful  admonitions,  in  the  name  of  Chritt,  to  thofe 
that  abound  in  the  riches  of  this  world,  to  watch  and 
pray,  and  take  the  utmoft  care,  that  they  be  not  lifted 
up  with  pride,  fe!f-fufl}ciency,  and  contempt  of  others, 
on  that  account;  nor  fet  their  hearts  upon,  or  place 
their  confidence  in,  their  earthly pofleflions, which  areal] 
precarious  and  fleeting,  and,  when  Jczft  expected,  may 
wake  tbemfeives  wings,  and  fee  away  :  (Prov.  xxiii.  5.) 
Put  teach  them  to  put  their  entire  truft  in  the  only  li¬ 
ving  and  true  God,  who  daily  loads  us  with  his  benefits, 
and  who,  in  the  riches  of  bis  mercy  andgoodnefs,  gives 
us  every  thing  far  neceflity,  and  many  things  fot  de¬ 
light,  yea,  all  things  that  we  enjoy  fur  prefent  fupport 
and  comfort,  pertaining  to  life  and  godtinefs ,  through 
the  knowledge  of  him  that  hat  called  us  to  glory  and  vir* 
tue.  (a  Fet.  i.  3.} 

18  Charge  them  aJfo,  as  they  will  anfwer  it  at  tha 
great  day  of  account,  that,  inilead  of  ahufing  their 
ricbes,  and  mif-fpending  them  lsvKhly  upon  themfelves, 
they  do  all  the  good  they  can  with  tf\,em  ;  that  they  a- 
bound  in  better  riches  to  their  own  and  others  advan¬ 
tage 

NOTE 


red  to  God  iJk  Father,  or  to  om-  1-ord  Jeftra  the  like  is  offered  to  the  Father,  PML 

Cut  iff  ;  bfcU,  whichever  wav  it  be  con  ildcrt'd,  iv,  jo,  totheftn,  Rev,  i,  j.  2nd  conjunct* 
l  We  dnxo'Ofv,  «r.  iG,  to  one  of  theft  per-  Jy  ar.d  equally  to  both.  Rev*  v,  i$*  Seethe 
ft. is,  is  cot  to  the  wEuiiuu  cf  the  other;  um  uti  chap*  i,  17.) 


iBS 


tp  Laying  up 
jn  (lore  for  them- 
felres  a  good 
foundation  a* 
the  time 
to  come,  that 
they  may  lay 
hold  on  eternal 
life. 


toO  Timothy, 
keep  that  which 
if  ccmAiirled  to 
%  nrufl>  avoid¬ 
ing  profane  and 
'ninbab  ting*, and 
rppoStEont  of 
JHmoe,  faifdy  fo 
ailed; 


it  Which 

ffrme  profefltnj; 
have  crrwt  con- 
coring  the  faith. 
Grace  hr  with 
thee*  Amen. 
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tage,  even  in  every  good  work*  which  their  effluence 
ohitges  them  to,  and  makes  them  capable  of;  that  they 
be  chee: fully  difpofed  of  their  own  accord,  cm  all  pro* 
per  occasions,  to  give  liberally  for  promoting  every  good 
caufe,  and  to  be  gentrons  in  communicating  to  the  ne- 
ceflities  of  the  poor*  tfptci&lly  of  the  houjhotd  of  faith, 
(Gal.  vi.  io«) 

1 9  Ami  let  them  know  that  they  wtli  heap  op  the  heft 
and  moft  fubftantial  of  all  rrcafures,  to  their  own  ufc  and 
benefit,  by  their  humble  trnft  in  God  through  Chrift, 
the  fincerity  of  which  is  proved  hy  its  fruitful  nti  umo 
all  good  works,  {veri  17,  18,)  and  which,  in  oppofuion 
to  uncertain  riches,  reds  on  a  fure  foundation  of  hope 
and  happmefs  for  the  world  to  come,  that,  when  they 
enter  into  it,  they  may  a£tu ally  lay  hoM  on,  and  take 
poffeflion  of  eternal  life,  as  the  gift  of  God,  through 
Jcfus  Chrift  our  Lord,  {Rom.  vi*  13,  fee  the  note 
there,)  and  as  the  crown  of  life,  which  they  fhall  receive 
at  the  end  of  their  courfe,  like  the  runners  in  the  Gre¬ 
cian  games,  who,  upon  finishing  their  race,  lay  hold 
on  the  garland  that  is  placed  at  the  goal.  (See  the 
note  on  PhiL  iii*  14.) 

20  O  my  dear  Timothy*  Think  ferioufly  of  thefe 
things;  and,  in  conli  deration  of  their  valt  importance, 
Take  fpectal  care  to  preferve  the  deftrines  and  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  the  gofpel  pure  and  uticormpred,  and  ro  exercifc 
al!  your  fpiritual  gifts  in  fulfilling  your  mini  dry,  ac¬ 
cording  to  tbefe  direftions ;  all  which  are  committed 
to  you  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl^as  a  facred  tmft  to  lw 
faithfully  managed  for  him,  and  given  an  account  of  to 
him :  And  that  you  may  do  this  to  the  heft  advantage, 
keep  yourfdf  clear  of*  and  utterly  reject  the  itnpicu?, 
trifling,  empty  and  notfy  talk  of  the  Judaizirig  teachers, 
and  their  oppofi  turns  to  the  true  doctrine  of  Chrift,  hy 
their  corrupt  notions  of  the  law,  which  1  have  bern 
cautioning  you  again  ft:  but  which  tVy  falfciy  cail 
knowledge,  though  they  neither  know  what  they  fcy, 
nor  whereof  they  affirm.  {Chap.  i.  4*— 7.) 

a 1  And  fo  pernicious,  as  well  as  empty  and  vain,  U 
their  pretended  knowledge,  that  Come  among  them,  who 
have  been  mighty  fond  of  it,  and  pride  themfolves  in 
it,  have  by  that  means  run  off  from  the  faith  of  the 
gofpel  into  grofs  errors*  That  you  may  be  kept  Heady 
in  the  only  true  faith,  and  be  abundantly  aftmed  and 
fucceedrd  in  maintaining  and  promoting  it,  to  Iik 
glory  of  God>  and  the  falvation  of  vour  own  and  many 
ethers  fouls,  May  the  divine  love  and  favour  ever  .in¬ 
tend  and  prosper  you  in  your  way  and  work,  mu 

throughly 


Ch.ti, 
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thoroughly  fealbn  your  heart  with  every  grace  of  the 
Spirit,  Amen.  So  let  it  be,  and  fo  I  trail  it  will  be. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

WMt  Jm  honour  and  encouragement  is  it  to  believing  fervants*  even  of  the 
hv.vcft  rank,  that  they  are  brethren  in  Chriftj  ^rUtcm  of  all  fpiritual  btefTiDgs* 
finally  with  Chriftims  of  the  higheft  civil  ftarions !  But  what  a  reproach  is  it 
to  the  name  oft  heir  God,  and  to  his  go[pd,  for  them  to  be  fo  conceited  on  this 
amount,  as  to  *hink  tbemJelvts  above  paying  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  earth* 
!v  makers,  even  though  they  be  infidels;  or  to  be  Ws*  and  not  mher*  more 
rrfpe<ftf-i1  and  diligent  in  the  ferrite  of  religions  matters,  becaufe  they  are  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  fcDowfhip  of  the  gofpel !  Thefe  things  are  to  be  taught  and  learned  ; 
and  whofoever,  under  fa Ife  pretences  to  knowledge*  fuggeft  frntiments  contra- 
r;  to  thefe,  ot  to  any  other  doctrine  jof  Chrift,  which  is  a  dodtrine  according  to 
godlinefs,  thev  are  to  he  rejected*  as  perform,  that  are  proud  and  ignorant,  per* 
viTfe  and  deftifnte  of  the  truth,  fond  of  vain  opinions  and  deputation*  about 
vnrda*  which  tend  to  Rrifeand  envy,  railing  and  unwarrantable  fufpi cions,  and 
tint  m:*t’e  a  trade  of  religion  to  fave  their  frciilar  iutcrefts:  But  true  goo  1  Kiefs* 
w'th  a  fatisfied  mind  as  to  wordly  cireumftanees,  though  we  have  only  neceffary 
fn-.vl  and  raiment*  U  the  belt  of  all  gain;  and  therefore  ia  to  be  cultivated  in  eai* 
neft  purfuiia  after  right  eon  fnefs,  goodnefs.  Faith,  love,  patience,  and  meekneb. 
And,  ala#!  What  is  this  pwr  empty  world,  that  we  liviuM  fet  our  hearts  n* 
y  >»  it !  We  brought  none  of  its  enjoyments  into  it,  and  whatsoever  we  have  of 
them  here,  we  mult  certainly,  ere  long,  leave  them  all  behind  ua  :  And  they 
that  will  feek  to  be  rich*  -right  or  wrong,  throw  ihemldvcs  into  many  danger¬ 
ous  temptation*,  and  foolifh  enfnaring  Kilts  and  pillions,  that  will  one  time  or 
ether  recoil  upon  them*  and  pierce  them  through  with  many  agonizing  furrows  ; 
Hilt  «ufce  them  err  from  the  faith  of  the  gofpel ;  and  plunge  them  into  deep* 
anc  I'ndlet^  rum  ;  For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  thtTc,  and  mimbcrlefso- 
thcr  (iiiiVi  ?,nd  thdlriiftive  evil#.  How  needful  then  is  it,  to  warn  the  riclr  of 
this  world  to  be  V.umhloamtdftall  their  affluence;  and  not  place  their  confidence 
in  uncertain  wealth,  but  in  Cod,  through  Chrift,  who  is  a  iVrc  and  bouutitoE 
giver,  ofali  things  relating  lo  this  file  and  that  which  is  to  come  !  And  how 
icady  Jhould  they  be  to  prove  the  fincerity  of  the  profcfiion  of  their  faith,  and 
truft  in  the  Lord,  by  its  genuine  fruits  in  every  good  and  charitable  work,  which 
will  be  laying  in  a  good  Itoefc  offoUd  happmeft  lor  the  world  to  come,  that,  at 
the  end  of  their  Chriftianoourfe,  they  may  receive  the  crown  of  life  !  O  how 
conreientious  and  laborious  fhould  the  fervants  of  Chrift  be,  in  di (charging  every 
part  of  the  mmifttrial  try  ft  that  is  committed  to  them  ;  in  maintaining  the  good 
profeffion  they  have  made  various  ways  before  manv  witnc-JlVs;  and  in  fighting 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  till  they  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  at  the  glorious  appear- 
ring  of oor  Lord  Jefus  Chrift!  And  how  mindful  fhould  they  always  be  of  the 
lolcmn  bonds  that  are  laid  upon  them,  to  adhere  with  fidelity  lo  divine  direc¬ 
tions,  a*  in  the  pretence  of  God  the  father*  and  of  Jefus  Chrift !  He  courage* 
oufly  owned  himfelf  to  be  the  true  MeJliah,  before  Pontius  and  at  his 

frcond  coining,  will  be  glorioufly  manif died  to  be  Jo,  by  the  only  living  and  life* 
giving  God  ;  who  is  the  fupremc almighty  Governor,  above  all  other  king#  and 
lords;  who  only  has  immortality  eflcntially  in  himfsdf,  dwells  in  glory  inaccefflhle 
to  frail  mortals,  and  is  mviftble  in  his  own  being :  To  whom  be  sfenbed  everfaft- 
ing  honour*  dominion,  and  power*  Amen.  May  all  that  love  him  unite  in  prayer 
for  his  mini  ft  ring  tervants,  that  Ids  free  favour,  in  all  its  mamfrftattons  and  eflrafi, 
may  perpetually  enable  them  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  in  bis  work !  Amen, 
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A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

OF  THE 

Second  Eoifilc  of  the  Ado  (lie  PAUL 

T  O 

TIMOTHY. 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  to  the  SccoiuIEpistle  to  TIM  OTH  Y. 

THIS  EpUtie  is  generally,  and  inoft  probably,  fuppofed  from 
chap.  iv.  6.  and  fevcral  other  paffages,  to  be  the  laft  that  the 
.  apoftle  vrotc  under  his  fccoiul  confinement  at  Rome,  a  little 
before  his  martyrdom  there.  It  contains  fomc  further  directions  to 
Timothy,  with  a  fomewhat  more  immediate  reference  than  the  former, 
(which  is  thought  to  have  been  wrote  aboot_ninc  years  before)  to 
his  own  perj'onai  conduct,  in  the  difeharge  of  his  office,  as  an  evan¬ 
gel  i  ft. 

The  apoClte  introduces  it  with  the  fame  falutation  ;  and  like  affix- 
tionste  expreffions  to  him,  and  concern  for  him,  as  before ;  and  with 
rhe  like  aflertions  of  his  character,  as  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  for 
7m0thy*s  encouragement,  and  for  countenancing  him  againft  all  the 
cavils  of  the  Ju&aizert ,  that  would  oppofe  him  in  fulfilling  his  rrufl, 
according  to  this  and  his  former  inftru&ions  ;  arid  to  animate  him  the 
more  in  his  work,  and  fortify  him  agaiuft  the  fear  and  Oiame  of  fuffer- 
ings  on  account  of  his  faithfulnefs  therein,  he  fees  before  him  the  e- 
ternal  falvation,  and  the  difeoveries  of  immortal  life,  that  Ohrid  has 
brought  in  by  the  gofpel,  together  with  his  own  cheerfulncfs  and  un- 
daunted  courage,  under  his  extreme  differing s  for  its  fake  $  to  which 
he  adds  grateful  reflections  on  the  behaviour  of  Onejipfwrvs ,  who  had 
owned  him,  and  had  been  a  comfort  to  him,  while  others  dcfeited 
him,  chap.  i.  He  thereupon  exhorts  Timothy  to  keep  up  a  c  on  flan  t  and 
entire  dependence  on  the  grace  of  Chrifl ;  and,  in  its  ftrength,  to  at* 
quit  himfelf  with  fidelity,  in  the  difthargeof  his  office ;  in  bravely  en¬ 
during  all  bardCbips  and  difhefles  for  Cbrift,  after  the  apoiilc’s  own 

example; 
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sample ;  tn  reprefen  ting  the  importance,  as  well  as  the  truth  of  the 
things  he  was  to  preach  to  others  *,  as  alfo  in  Imog  *he  doftrines  he 
preached,  and  fupporting  them,  with  a  becoming  fpirit,  again/!  the 
ungodly  principles  and  pra£Licee  of  thofe  that  would  fubvert  them, 
chap,  ii*  He  then  forewarns  him  of  a  particular  fort  of  corrupt  pro- 
fcflors  and  preachers,  whom  he  describes,  and,  in  oppuficion  to  whom* 
he  reminds  Timothy  of  his  own  doctrine,  manner  of  life,  and  behavi¬ 
our  under  various  perfections  ;  and  enforces  a  fledfrft  adherence  to 
divine  revelation,  whatever  it  might  cofi  him,  chap ,  Hi.  He  likewise 
gives  him  a  folemn  charge  to  fulfil  his  mini  ft  ry,  with  the  urmoft  care 
and  diligence,  in  confideraticn  of  the  apofiacies  that  would  appear  a* 
mong  many  profiling  ChrUUans,  and  of  his  having  no  further  aflift- 
ance  from  himfelf,  who  was  going  to  feat  his  reft  I  m  on  y  with  his  blow!, 
\vh‘cli  he  thought  of  with  joy  and  triumph,  as  the  crown  of  all  his 
labour*  and  fufFcrings  :  And  concludes  with  expreflions  of  earned  de* 
fire  to  fee  Timothy^  as  focm  as  poffible;  with  an  account  of  the^Siffer- 
cm  circumftaiices  and  behaviour  of  feveral  perfons  whom  he  names; 
and  with  falutations,  and  his  ufual  benediction,  chap,  iv. 


C  HAP.  t 

Paul  afferts  his  apoflolic  c/taraSer*  f alula  Timothy  y  and  exprejfes  bis 
great  affection  to  him  in  remembrance  of  bis  fympathizing  tears  and 
unfeigned  faiths  1>”J.  Exhorts  him  to  a  diligent  improvement  of  bis 
fpirituat  gift without  fear  or  Jbame  on  account  of  fttferings  for 
thrifts  i olso  has  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  hy  the  gefpely  and 
to  hold  fafl  that  biejjed  doctrine  which  was  committed  to  him ,  (3, — 1 4, 
And  tells  him  of  many  that  had  ba/ely  defer  ted  him%  hut  [peaks  with 
honour  and  affcSHen  of  Onejtphorus ,  for  his  kindnefs  to  him,  15,-18- 


Text, 

pAUL  an  apo 
l  He  of  Jeibs 
G-Hft,  by  tbc 
v  r>f  G<xlt  ac* 
to  the 
profit:  of  liJc 
whidi  is  in  (Jhnit 
jtJiw, 


v  To  Than*  hp 
my  dearly  brio 
\;<i  l^n  :  gratir, 
m-fey,  a*J  cc 
i «jm  Ckwi  th=  Fa- 
tli-T,  a:id  Chnft 

J -Us  onr  Lcrti. 


Fakafiikaee. 

Yy  A  U  L,  who  is  called  and  qualified  to  be  an  apoftlc 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  the  free  and  fovereign  appoint* 
merit  and  com  million  of  God  the  Father,  to  bear  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  once  crucified,  but  now  rifcn  and  exalted 
Saviour,  and  to  preach  him  among  Jevjj,  and  efpecial- 
ly  Gentility  according  to  the  promik  of  eternal  life, 
which  vat  given  in  Chrijl  before  the  world  began,  (Tir. 
t.  2.  and  in  due  time  was  made  to  Abraham  and  his 
fpiritual  feed,  as  to  be  fulfilled  in  him,  in  •whom  alt 
nations  were  to  be  blejfod,  (Gen.  xxii.  i8.)  which  life- 
is  repoHted  in  him,  purchafed  and  difpenfed  by  him, 
and  obtained  through  faith  in  him.  (t  John  v.  11,  12.) 

2  Even  I  Paul  fend  greeting  to  you,  my  dearly  be¬ 
loved  fon  Timothy,  (See  the  note  on  t  Tim.  i.  2.)  May 
the  free  favour  and  tender  companion,  with  all  their 
happy  mamfclUtions,  fruits  and  dTsfts.  (fee  the  r.ote 

«s 


Ip2  ’the  jirft  EpiJHt  to  TiMOTHt  parafhrdfcd.  Ch.  ir. 


%  I  thank 
God,  whom  1 
Jrrve  from  my 
fortfaltcrt  with 
pnrt  foafciencc, 
thai  without  ccj* 
Jing  I  have  re-* 
membra  net  of 
thee  in  my  pray- 
cre  night  and  day. 


4  Greatly  de- 

firing  to  fee  th«, 

being  mindfrl  of 

tby  tears,  that  I 

may  be  Ailed  with 

j^y; 


on  Rom.  i*  y.)  and  all  manner  of  profperity  for  foul  art! 
body,  time  and  eternity,  abound  toward  you  from  Ged 
the  Father*  as  the  firft  mover  in  ouifcivatjon,  andiron* 
Jefus  Chrift,  your  Lord  and  mine,  as  concurring  with 
him  therein,  and  as  the  purchaiVr  and  giver  of  allbkf- 
finga,  in  the  execution  of  his  mediatorial  office, 

3  I  heartily  render  thanks  and  praife  to  God,  whom 

I  itligioully  worlhip  and  adore  alter  me  manner  of  my 
progenitors,  even  the  only  true  God,  whom  Abraham 
IJaac  and  Jacob,  and  all  my  pious  ancestors  ferved;  and 
this  1  now  do  with  a  heart  purified  by  faith  and  a  con* 
fcience  purged  from  dead  works  by  the  blood  of  Chrift. 
(^j  it*  9,  and  tfeb*  ix*  14.)  I  bltTs  his  holy  name, 
that,  though  in  the  days  of  my  I  was  dread¬ 

fully  mifguided  by  corrupt  paffions  and  prejudices,  I  now 
in  love  to  him,  and  to  you  his  faithful  fcnrant,  am  con¬ 
tinually  mindful  and  make  mention  of  yon,  as  in  all 
folemn  addreflesto  the  throne'of  grace  *a  fo  particular¬ 
ly  in  my  morning  ami  evening  prayers,  which  I  cou- 
flantly  offer  up  every  day,  as  the  Jrws  were  won!  to  do 
at  the  time  of  their  morning  and  evening  facrificr, 
and  as  is  an  incumbent  duty  for  all  Chriltians  topra&itd 
day  by  day,  as  their  realonable  J'ervice* 

4  And  fo  ardent  is  my  afFeflion  to  you,  that  (if  it 
be  tbe  will  of  God)  I  am  exceedingly  delirous  of  fee¬ 
ing  you,  once  more,  before  my  death,  which  is  now  at 
band,  (chap*  iv,  6.)  that  Imay  have  the  pleasure  of  your 
company,  and  an  opportunity  of  leaving  with  you  fome 
farther  inftruciions,  as  occafions  mav  require,  and  as  the 
dying  charge  of  a  tender  patent  to  his  molt  beloved  foil* 
And  there  are  two  things  among  others,  that  fo  greatly 
endear  you  to  me,  and  would  fill  me  with  the  more  a- 
bundant  joy  in  feeing  you  again  ;  one  is  the  touching 
rtfle&ion  1  make  upon  the  affectionate,  filial,  and  mov¬ 
ing  flood  of  tears  f ,  which  you  poured  out  at  our  laft 


NOTES. 


pnrt- 


*  **  Prayers  nigh:  and  dxy**  fceros  irmfl  im- 
mediately  to  relate  to  the  morning  and  even¬ 
ing  prayers  *hich  oftri  to  be  nfltr-tl  op  ly 
the  jc*Y«  at  the  time  of  their  morning  and 
cvenintr  ficrificet  Eiod.  ixix,  3S,  IP*  com¬ 
pared  wirh  Luke,  L  io.  ;  And  thefc  are  11  n  * 
dojibtedly  proper  Tea  fans  of  ft*  Ltd  folemn 
addrtftes  to  God  with  thank  fgtviflgs  Tor  the 
cnerdes  of  the  night  p  or  of  the  day  paft* 
and  with  feme  humble  fwppl^/tioiw,  and 
commitments  of  cqrlUvcs  ar.d  -11  our  owi* 
and  others  concern*  to  the  tor  llie 

mercies  nf  the  day,  or  of  the  fright*  that  is 
CoirinE  on.  And  ytt  thfy  arc  not  u>be  rc- 
A.iiiccd  to  theft  Gated  ftawiuj  out  ircUk*- 


wife  to  be  preferred  God  on  all  ftlrahft 
orcjtlions,  and  clpcciariy  in  important  rir- 
Ctfroftoiees  and  turn*;  of  life,  relating  to-  f;H- 
ritu.d  and  temporal  things,  (See  Dr  IPbiilf  t 
note  nn  1  TIkJ£  v,  17*) 

f  Theft  tt/us  *rere  nutnifcflty  thoft  which 
Tirnwh)  ihed  at  the  apnfile**  ldft  parting  with 
him  ;  and  it  is  thought  by  many*  that  he  te- 
frrs  to  that  mdti^  leave  whidi  the 
ji&H  elder*  took  of  the  apoftle*  Aft*  vk.  jTP» 
nmon*  whom  Timth)  is  foppofed  to  hare 
been  prefenr,  and  uepr  moft  abundantly  ; 
But  as  it  tf  uncertain  vhciber  hi  were  in  that 
company,  or  not ;  and  as  that  feems  to  have 
bceu  about  jur*e  or  ten  years  before  llie  writ- 


CL 


Tht fetond  Mfj/lU  to  TimothT  foraphraftd. 


**3 


S  Wlicolnll 
lo  rcmmcbnirce 
the  *  unfeigned 
lakh  that  U  in 
thee,  which  4wdt 
fit*l  in  Uiy^ranU- 
mother  LciSt,  and 
thy  mother  Eu* 
nice;  and  I 
perfoaded  tbit  ill 
thee  alio. 


parting*  6a  account  of  the  danger  I  was  like  to  be  ex* 
pofed  to,  and  which  made  a  deep  impreflion  on  my  foul 
then,  and,  at  times,  ever  lince, 

5  The  other  thing  that  thus  engages  my  heart  to  you, 
is,  the  lively  fenfe  1  retain  of  that  fin  cere  faith  which 
you  have  tnanifeftedon  all  occafions  ro  be  in  you,  with* 
out  the  lead  appearance  of  hypocrify,  or  difguife  j  (*»** 
™r™)  even  that  fame  fort  of  faith  which  was  not  on¬ 
ly  profeifled  by,  but  difeovered  itfelf  to  be  feated,  as  an 
active  and  abiding  principle,  in  the  heart,  fir  ft  of  your 
pious  grandmother  Loti,  as  alfo  in  your  no  lefs  truly  re* 
ligious  mother  Eunict,  who  believed  in  the  promifed 
Meffiah,  and  afterwards  embraced  him  upon  thegofpel* 
revelation  of  him  ;  and  1  am  fully  fatisfied,  from  what 
1  have  ftren  and  known  of  you,  that  the  like  undijjem- 
bled  faith  ts  planted  alfo  in  your  own  heart ;  and  fo  God*S 
covenant  with  believers  and  their  feed  is  remarkably  ful¬ 
filled  in  your  mother  and  you. 

6  Therefore  in  my  great  afteQion  to  you,  and  in 
conGderattoo  of  the  extraordinary  favour  which  God 
has  flil!  further  fhown  in  mod  eminently  fitting  you  for 
minifterial  fervice,  I  now  write  to  you  again,  to  remind 
you  of  my  former  exhortation,  that  you  may  not  be  re- 
mifs  in  cherifhing  and  improving  the  Spiritual  gifts, 
which  he  has  freely  bellowed  upon  you,  and  which  ftill 
remain  in  you;  but,  like  one  that  would  blow  up  live- 
coals,  when  covered  with  allies,  into  a  flame,  may  (=•*«’' 

by  diligent  meditation,  reading  and  prayer,  ftir 
up  and  kindle  thole  gifts  into  a  fccred  fervor  and  a£li- 
vity,  which  God  has  renwkably  honoured  you  with, 
by  means  of  tbe  impofitionof  my  own  and  others  hands, 
as  tbe  fignal  of  his  conveying  them  to  you,  at  your  or¬ 
dination,  (See  the  paraphrase  on  i  Tim.  iv.  **) 

7  Tou  ought  by  no  means  to  be  difeouraged  in  the 
eiercife  of  thofc  gifts,  on  account  of  the  oppofition  of 
your  adverfaries :  For  the  temper  and  dtfpofttion  which 
God  by  bis  Spirit  has1  formed  in  us,  whom  he  hath  cal¬ 
led  and  fitted  for  holy  miniftrations,  is  not  a  (pint 
of  cowardice  and  dread  of  our  enemies,  whether  men 
or  devils  ;  but  its  fpirit  of  holy  fortitude  and  undaunt¬ 
ed  courage  to  encounter  all  difficulties  and  dangers ; 
and  of  fervent  love  to  Chrill  and  his  caufe,  and  to  im¬ 
mortal  fouls  j  and  of  fobiiety  and  good  judgment,  (ra~ 

NOTE* 

in^of  this  epJftVa  thtepoftle  tad  probably  blftory  of  tht  4&( s  srhich  ia  fDppnfcd  to 
him  fmoc  that  time;  and  therefore  the  hm  ended  fiu  or  Jeveo  years  before  this  *pif* 
parting;,  here  referred'  fot  wu  Id  «Jt  lifccIO  tie  wai  g)m  us  no  accouai  fti  k* 

oo  Tome  Iaizr  oecafiouf  though  the 
VoU  v,  t  H 


6  Wherefore  I 
put  the*  in  re¬ 
membrance,  that 
tlmu  (lit  up  the 
gi:'t  of  God, 
uhieh  i*  in  thee 
by  tht  putting  on 
(jl  my  liunds. 


T  Pot  Cod 
hath  not  gWen  o* 
the  fpirit  of  Fein 

btK  Uf  pOT*tt\ 

atid  of  love,  and 
ot  a  found  iniid* 


m 
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Be  not  thoo 
therefore  jfhanicd 
of  U'C  idticnorry 
of  nc?r 

of  ire  his  prifo- 
nci  :  hut  le  thou 
fM^Uk^r  of  the 
a'TlWnni  of  Hie 
ftolpel,  according 
lo  the  plover  of 
} 


9  Who  ha:h 
fa\cd  i;  %  an<! 
c ailed  wr  w  i; h  an 

lioly  CMilirs^  not 
according  to  oar 
works,  hot  ac¬ 
cording  to  his 
own  purport*  and 
tr^cc  which  vias 
given  us  in  Chrift 
Jrfui;,  fjefore  the 
w;:rld  bf£-tQ. 


ffwnr^j  ;n  a  duC  government  of  our  palTions,  and  in 
ftedfafily  adhering  to,  and  patiently  f  uttering  for,  the 
true  gofpcl  of  Chrift. 

i(  Let  therefore  fuch  con  fide  rat  torts  as  thefe  carry  you 
ahovc  all  fliamc,  difeouragement  or  faint-  heartednefc, 
in  bearing  a  noble  and  open  teftimony  to  our  blefiVd 
Lord  and  Saviour,  and  to  his  gofpcl,  in  which  he  give3 
teftimony  unto  himfelf,  as  he  is  its  principle  fubjeef, 
and  which  he  owns  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit ;  and 
let  the  fame  thoughts  fortify  you  againft  being  attained 
to  own,  vindicate,  and  viltt  me  in  my  bonds,  as  his  a- 
pofllc  and  prifoner :  But  let  them,  on  the  contrary,  a- 
nimate  you  to  fympathize  with  me  in  my  pcrfccutions, 
and  to  be  ready  to  endure  the  fame  yourfelf  with  ail 
cheerful nefs  for  the  gofpel’s  fake,  in  humble  dependence 
upon  the  mighty  a (li dance  which  God  by  his  Spirit 
will' give  you,  to  ftrengthen  and  enable  you  to  fufftr 
patiently,  on  account  of  your  firm  attachment  to  it- 
And  well  may  we  cheerfully  fobmit  to  all  tribulations, 
dangers  and  reproaches,  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  God; 

9  Who  has  provided  a  Saviour  for  us,  and  given  us 
to  him  to  take  care  that  we  might  not  be  cut  off  in  our 
fins,  and  has  appointed  tu  to  obtain  falvaticn  by  our  Lord 
Je/iif  Cbriji ,  (l  ThefT.  v.  9,)  who  has  already  pur  chafed 
it  for  us;  and  in  confequence  of  all  this,  God  has  ef- 
.fedually  called  us,  by  the  gofpel,  to  holinefs  here,  in 
order  to  our  being  fitted  for,  and  brought  to  the  poffcf- 
fion  of  perfedl  happinefs  for  ever. hereafter,  (2  Tfojf.  ii. 
13,  14.)  All  which  he  has  done,  not  as  influenced  to 
it  by  any  forefight  of  our  good  works,  as  though  we 
llmuld  ever  deferve  it ;  but  entirely  of  his  free  favour, 
according  to  his  own  fovereign  intention  and  refolution, 
and  the  mere  unmerited  kindnefs  of  his  own  gracious 
heart,  which  was  fet  upon  us,  and  had  a  fpecial  regard 
to  us,  in  Chrift  our  head,  from  all  eternity,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  ( Ephef,  i.  4.)  and  which  be¬ 
gan  to  dawn  in  the  firft  promife,  (6Vn.  ill.  17.)  before 
the  jevsijh  ages  *. 

10  But 


NOTE. 

*  T  have  taken  in  the  notion  which  Nr  nifiu*  from  the  “  beginning  of  ebe  worM,  */■ 
Jjtfe  and  nthtis  have  given  of  the  worJs  be-  “  from  the  hcginmrg  of  lime,"  l.uke  i.  jr, 
jf jrr  tbc  '.war/J  as  figwifying  before  and  A£t$  iiL  at.  Why  (ho ahl  nor  tbe  like 

the  iccutar  a %t%  of  the  Jew*.*’  (tr«  X?****  phnrft  Biimqy)  fifcnify  alio  4<  be- 

ttrjvw)  fttu  as  tbe  pvrpoie  of  God  was  ccr*  fore  the  beginning  of  the  world,  cr  of  all 
tainJy  trom  eternity,  and  th=  wor!  (« joy)  o(V  u  time  or  ages/1  md  be  hi  fenfe  the  fime 
ten  figuibes  ibt  ipeWd,  anti  is  Ofai  plural!  y,  with  *f  before  the  found*!  Ion  of  the  world,’* 
or  for  ib  far  tbe  ne^rtdst  (Heh-  i.  a.)  a&f£jfi$  often  ufcd ‘to Canity  f tumuli 
a  ad  as  the  phrafe  {^T  aivrtf)  evidently  £g-  .m'/y* 


Ch.  i. 
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10  But  i* 
tow  midt  mail* 
Ul\  by  ibc  ap¬ 
pearing  of  o«r 
Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  huh 
ahnHibcJ  death* 
and  hath  brought 
life  andimmom* 
Vitjr  to  fight  thro* 
tile  5‘-fp  J  ; 


io  But  which  gracious  purpofc,  that  lay  from  nil  c- 
ternity  as  a  fecrct  in  his  own  bofom ,  am!  was  afterward* 
in  great  meafure  concealed  under  the  types  and  fliadows 
of  the  Old  Teftamentj  is  now  evidently  difeovered, 
with  illuftrioua  brightnefs,  by  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Cbriit,  whofe  appearance  in  flefh  and 
in  the  execution  of  his  mediatorial  oilicc,  has,  like  that 
of  the  riling  fun,  fcattered  faveifu  and  Hea¬ 

then  darknefs;  who  in  virtue  of  his  dying  for  our  fins 
in  our  nature  and  in  our  (lead,  and  of  his  riling,  as  a 
conqueror,  from  the  grave,  has  taken  away  the  fling  of 
death,  broke  its  power,  and  turned  it  into  a  blcfiing, 
iriftead  of  a  cutfe,  to  them  that  believe  in  him,  and  de¬ 


livered  them  from  eternal  death,  (i  Cor.  xv.  55,  56, 
57. }i  and  who  has  made  a  plain  revelation  of  ablefled 
life,  and  immortal  glory  of  foul  and  body  in  the  hea¬ 
venly  world,  by  means  of  the  gofprl,  which  fhows  ,ua 
the  certainty,  together  with  the  fu  bit  me,  cxc.lleut  ar.d 
fpiritual  nature  of  that  Hate,  and  our  way  of  arriving 
at  it  through  him. 

ti  Whereuato  u  This  is  a  blefiVd  and  glorious  pofpcl  indeed,  for 
t''e  difpenfation  which  I,  like  a  herald,  lent  to  proclaim 
in  irortle,  and*  peace  by  Jefus  Chrift,  am  appointed  and  conllitutcd  an 
te~4ic'  ot  th«  authentic  pub! ilher,  (w?)  and  an  apoftle,  to  bear  wir- 
s.  nels  to  a  crucified  and  rifon  Saviour,  by  immediate  com- 

miflion  from  him,  and  that  with  a  particular  relation 
to  the  Gtntiks>  (Afts  ix.  ij.J  as  a  preacher  to  them, 
that  they  may  bear  and  believe  the  glad  tidings  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  to  the  faring  of  their  fouls. 
t*  Tor  the  I2  And  jt  js  for  my  fr.itbfulnefs  and  zeal  in  difehar- 
ihh,fc(fcrir<diefc  g>Bg  !^*s  °^ce»  l^et  particularly  ro  them,  that  I 
things  t  never-  now  actually  fuller  all  the  difgracc  and  feveriiies  c-f  my 
theWfs,  l  am  not  prcfcnt  impiifomoent,  and  am  daily  expecting  martyr- 
kww^whow1  I  dom  itlelf  :  But,  in  confideration  of  the  glorious 
have  believed,  awl  excellency  of  this  caufe,  I  am  fo  far  from  being  a- 
1  ■^-'sTablet®  ®lamc(^  Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  or  of  my  fulferingc 
kup  tfcw Il'ich  f°r  them,  that  I  glory  in  them,  and  have  the  moll 
1  twccoE’.mi-trd  joyful  expe&ation  of  a  happy  iflue  of  ail  in  a  better 
ratio  him  worid  ;  Ypr  1  veil  know',  in  the  light  of  God’s  word 

L  1  y*  and  Spirit,  and  upon  long  trial  and  experience,  what  a 

gracious,  ail-fudicicnt,  faithful  and  divine  Saviour  he 
is,  whom  I  have  received  and  relied  upon  by  faith ;  and 
3  am  fully  fatislieti,  on  the  fureft  grounds,  that  he  has 
all  power  and  authority  in  his  cG3ce-c opacity,  which  in¬ 
cludes  his  will,  to  fccure  my  foul,  with-  all  its  eternal 
concerns  that  I  have  entrufted  him  with,  as  my  mod 

N  a  important 


ijtS  The  feand  Epifik  to  Tutotht  paraphraftd  Ch.  I. 


■3  Hold  fart 
the  form  of  fruml 
words ,  which 
tt  mm  haft  heard 
of  tnc,  in  faith 
and  So vc  which 
U  iu  Ciuift  jufu^ 


important  fcpofitum>  to  take  care  of  |  a^ainfl  the  day 
cf  fhe  final  judgment*  which  may  be  emphatically  cal¬ 
led  that  dayt  as  it  is  the  concluding  day  at  the  end  of 
time*  and  the  thy*  in  which  every  one  will  be  more 
concerned  than  in  any  other  day  whatfoever*  as  his  con* 
clitic  n,  for  hjppinefs,  or  milery,  will  then  be  folemnly* 
publicly  and  unalterably  decided  for  eternity* 

13  Whatever  trials  therefore  you  meet  with*  as  may 
be  expcfled  in  the  caufc  of  Chriflj  fee  to  it*  that,  en¬ 
couraged  by  my  example  of  faith*  patience  and  hope 
in  fufl etings*  you  keep  in  memory,  ftedfaftly  adhere  to* 
and  refolutely  maintain  (wiww  uytstwcvro*  xhts  pat* 
tern,  or  platform  of  the  uncorrupccd,  wholcfome* 
nouriflnng  and  healing  do&rirte  of  the  gofpcl,  that  is 
contained  in  thofe  words  of  truth  and  fobernefs,  which 
you  have  been  taught  by  me*  in  convention,  preach¬ 
ing  and  wriring,  with  rdpeffc  to  faith  in  Chrifl,  and 
love  to  him*  aud  to  all  fellow-Chnftians  for  his  fake  *% 
and  which  you  received,  with  a  firm  perfuafionof  their 
truth  and  reality,  as  fatihjul  fayings^  and  embraced 
with  cordial  .a fFeflion,  as  worthy  of  ail  acceptation* 
which  you  arc  a|fu  to  preach  with  fidelity  ami  love*  as 
wrought  and  excited  in  you  toward  Jefus,  the  anointed 

head 


NOT 

f  c<  That  which  Thave  committed  tc  him 
*'  a  gam  ft  that  day/’  is  undcrfloodby  fome  to 
mean  and  by  others  the 

d&rtbtf  which  was  otutftiHicil  to  the 

apoftie's  truft*  But*  how  great  and  import¬ 
ant  a  tvuih  loever  there  be  in  cither  of  thefe 
ji-rttimciiu,  they  do  no:  ftem  fully  to  agrac 
villi  iLc  apoftU’s  detign  in  thU  place,  nor 
with  the  1 1  urm  of  txprcffioii  here  uf. d  ;  Far 
he  projKifcs  thU3  as  an  encouragement  to 
Trma^*  not  to  he  u  afhunicd  of  the  teflimo* 
**  fiy  of  our  Lord,  nor  of  Ms  piifuner,1*  but 
to  ft  bin  it  cheerfully  to  fiifFerings  fur  Chrift: 

anrtthesnfpcS's  fake,  ver.  H  :  And  a  confide- 
ration  of  the  blefted  id  village  d»u:  he  fliuuid 
have  trem  Chrift  at  ihc  great  thy,  wa»  much 
more  proper  to  inforce  this*  rhan  a  C'Vtfidera  - 
tkin  ti'a:  Chrift  would  take  care  of  his  own 
cbmxh  and  caufe,  whether  Tintii&y  laboured 
in  it*  or  fuffered  for  it,  or  nor :  And  ihe  a- 
poiiic  calls;  U  liimn  fcftfiibTtiy  (r»r  Tjf*- 
Shkkv  ^\t)  which  he  committed  t»  Chrilt, 
that  he  might  receive  it  a^m  with  lately* 
hut  the  an d  /tc  cburtb  tf  Cbr*]}  arc  not 
the  property  of*  nor  are  to  be  gjvci:  back  1* 
gi:n  to,  any  tn snifter  orapdftlc  as  his  stfjv* 
'Jlie'atfaai  (arM-ant**)  here  u led,  occurs  no 
where  die  in  ine  New  Tcftament:  hut  the 
wi  ;.Ttf«T;&TsAtO  1*  iwcral  limes  ujed  Tor 
Conuui:tmg  prrjovt  t^God,  as  in  Alt*  xiv* 
%  3*  and  xx.  32 ;  and  the  apdllc'j  t£l  of  feitli 
here*  amidfl  uxublcs  ud  diogen,  uid  near 


e  s: 

pmfpoifs  of  death  and  eternity,  was  like 
that  which  our  Lord  himfeif  cxerciied  10- 
winjt  hi*  Father,  in  hw  eaprring  moments* 
f.ying,  (Luke  ixiu.  4J*)  **  Father,  41  int« 
**  ihinchand  I_comm«id  ray 

“  fpirit  j-  and  was  h>ch  an  act  of  ffirh  as 
the  apoftle  Ptttt  fprakv  of,  (r  EpW*  it. 

Ur  them  that  fii&?r  according  to  the 
“  will  of  God  crnnmit  '‘irfff3rr5ffl'?srtrtt>}  ^he 
fi  keeping  of  ihdr  fouisto  him  in  wcU-doing, 
*(  w  to  a  faithful  Ciea*ot/*  This  commitment 
of  ihe  foul  to  CliriH  cgeivjt  ikal  da),  evi¬ 
dently  means  ag^inll  rhe  day  of  judfincne^ 
when  the  life  and  immonaluy,  which  the  a- 
poftle  had  been  fpcaking  of,  vcr.  to.  lhall 
be  enjoyed  in  all  pcrfcftion  and  glory,  which 
will  be  at  the  day  of  Chrifl ’s  kc<md  appear¬ 
ing,  Ced.  iii  4,  and  HJi,  «.  aS.  This  is 
the  day  that  the  apoflfc  had  in  view*  and  re- 
fmeo  again  Mid  ag^ln*  in  this  cptflle,  under 
ajjprchciuloits  of  the  nr*/  approach  of  death, 
as  in  vcr*  iU.  and  chap*  it,  10,  n,  n.and 
i v*  t,  3*  t&*  This  U  fomeUmes  cdlcti,  by 
way  of  emphafis,  tfa  day  0/ Cirj^t  (Phil*  i. 
6*  ro-)/ird»7,  (1  Cor  in*  ij)  and  that  day 
here,  and  in  urvera)  other  places,  and/£v  g-ro;/ 
d^y*  (Jadc^  Vcr,  £•}  and  iht  day  *f  jad^mtut 
■very  often* 

^  Fritb  tffld  bvc  may  relate  dlber  to  the 
(toUHncs  reernrd,  «r  to  u  tl«  maoccr*  of 
'ilGUtthy’s  receiving  asd  prctichiog  thun> 


Cfa.  t.  7b*  fecund  Epiftk  to  TlMOTHT  paraphrafed. 


<9T 


which 
in  ut< 


head  and  Saviour  of  the  church,  and  by  fupernatural 
influence  from  him, 

»*  'rh*  so°d  As  to  that  momentous  truft  and  treafure,  incla- 

Gve  of  y°ur  fPir‘tiaal  8ifts»  a,ld  the  doarine  of  the 
ti.«,  keep  by  gofpel,  and  yoor  office  as  a  minister  to  preach  it,  which 
the  jUy  Ghoft  is  excellent  in  itfelf,  and  good  for  the  ufe  of  edifying 
fo-cllctli  y0ilJ  oW(J  ^  xo  ti,e  gloty  of  God  and  their 

falvation,  and  was  committed  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
to  you  at  your  folemn  ordination  v  fee  char  you  be  faith¬ 
ful  in  maintaining  it  agatnft  alt  the  efforts  of  your  ene¬ 
mies,  and  in  preferring  it  pure  and  uncorrupted,  with 
religious  care  and  diligence,  by  the  aflistancc  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit,  who  permanently  refid ts  with  peculiar  re¬ 
lation  and  influence,  and  by  his  gifts  and  graces,  in  you 
and  me,  as  he  ever  does,  according  to  the  mcafure  of 
the  gift  of  Chrift,  {Eph.  iv.  7.)  in  all  true  believers  and 
faithful  miniflers,  {John  xiv.  16, 17.)  to  enable  us  to  ful¬ 
fil  the  duties  of  our  ftations,  in  the  face  of  all  oppofi- 
tion  and  danger. 

15  You  ought  to  be  the  rather  excited  to  all  faithful, 
refs  and  diligence  in  thefe  things,  as  you  cannot  hut 
know,  that  the  generality  of  the  AJiatic  profeflors  of 

^ihSwarTphv-  ChHft’s  nam?  '  have  fhamefully  deferred  me  m  my 
tHius  and  Her-  prefent  futferings  for  his  fake,  as  being  afraid,  or  a- 
fliamed  to  own  and  (land  by  me  in  them  :  Of  this  fort 
Phygcllas  and  Hermogenes  arc  notorious  in  Ounces. 

16  However,  in  this  time  of  fo  great  defection,  I 
fte'houffof  c£  **lve  not  **een  uttwI7  Pittite  of  friends,  for  whom 
ficftpWiu  t  for  I  heartily  biefs  God,  and  implore  his  bi effing  ;  as  par. 
Itc  oft  refrrihed  ticularly  my  earneft  defire  and  prayer  is,  that  the  Lord, 

*fSiry  w*)0  ^e  meTCtfu^  vill Jbew  hhnjelf  merciful ,  (Pfal. 
liuin ;  •  iviii.  25.)  would  multiply  mercies  of  every  kind,  tern-? 

poral,  fpi ritual,  and  eternal,  upon  the  family  of  Qncji* 
pborusy  t  in  return  for  the  mercy  he  hath  thown  to  me  : 
lor,  notwithfianding  the  cowardice  of  pretended  friends, 
aud  the  fury  of  open  enemies,  he,  with  a  truly  Chris¬ 
tian  courage  and  companion,  has  often  relieved  and 
comforted  mein  my  diftrefs,  by  feafonable  vi- 

fiu 

T  U 

probr-bly  ft'iH  at  Rome,  far  *Mth  raafon 
hi?  family*  pv.nuomn^  him,  ii 

ten  of  and  fdiit.'d,  chap.  iv,  ij* 

Biit  1  can  fee  no  fore-  in  whu  Gm$ii?x  and 
efftr  for  their  fappofttb'ii  t li-it  he  va$ 
dttd:  AU  that  (he  fays  about  him 

has  a  contrary  afpeft ;  aud  thenTorc  r.fhns‘s 
tontfufion  from  hence,  thru  pr-*ym  are  la 
bcoticred  fc»r  departed  lidnt*,  is  fiu»h  upon 
a  mat  without  anyfolli  loiinda* 

lion 4  iLuiiEUiHid**  no.cuii  the  plate.) 


ij  ThU  thou 
know that  all 
they  which  are 
in  Afil  bt  lunv 


mogencs. 


iff  The  l.otd 


H  O 

■  Tbtj  -which  A(ia  are  fupppfcd  by 

frnic  to  mean,  fiich  at  lived  in  A  fia,  and  by 
others,  fuch  as  wore  njdv^t  of  Afia,  bui  at 
this  time  wore  at  Rorae  ;  the  la  It  of  m-hich 
feems  molt  proto  ble  to  icc,  but  the  para- 
phrafr  hu  left  it  undetermined* 

f  lr  fccou  from  ver,  i  K*  compared  with 
chap,  it*  ip.  (h*t  Oncliphofns  *a£  an  m* 
habitant  of  Kphduv  at  rh* -pi tee  of  his  u- 
fmt  abode  where  hU  family  but 

from  which  he  '*aa  how  ab&nt,  buegyefy 
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17  But  when, 
he  was  in  Rome 
he  tbufcht  nie  out 
wry  , 

uJU  itMUlii  Mf. 


iS  The 

grant  uato  him, 
that  he  nny  find 
rrrncy  of  tue 
I*i>rd  mtkiu  d*y. 
And  in  how  uia- 
+uy  ihings  he  nii* 
niLErcd  i\nt$  m; 
At  Epheftis,  thou 
Lnowdi  wry 
Wffi, 


fits  and  fupplies  of  things  convenient  for  me,  which 
have  been  like  a  cooling  breeze  to  refreflt  me  in  the 
hear  of  my  tribulations  $  and  fo  .great  was  his  affcftion 
to  me,  ami  to  the  glorious  caufe  for  which  I  fuffer,  that 
he  was  not  afliarwed  to  own  me,  or  itf  under  all  the 
ignominy  and  reproach  that  attend  my  chain,  by  which 
I  am  held,  as  a  prifoncr  of  the  Lord,  in  order  to  my 
being  put  to  death. 

17  But  when  he  Came  to  Rome>  he  was  fo  far  from 
being  fhy  of  appearing  to  have  any  concern  with  me, 
that  he  took  great  pains  to  inquire  where,  and  in  what 
prifon,  or  in  what  ward  I  was  (hut  up }  and  did  not  reft 
Till  he  had  found  me  out,  and  got  accefs  to  me. 

iS  O  may  the  Lord  Jefus,  for  whbfe  fake  this  his 
fervant  has  been  fo  exceeding  compaffionate,  kind  and 
ufcful  to  me  under  my  fufFerings,  may  he,  and  God 
the  Father,  in  the  riches  of  his  grace  through  him,  re¬ 
turn  it  manifold  into  his  own  bofom,  not  only  in  this 
world,  bur  efpeciallyin  the  world  to  come,  that  he  him- 
felf  may  find  mercy  of  the  great  Lord  and  Judge  of  all, 
to  be  owned  of  him  before  his  Father  and  the  boly  an¬ 
gels,  when  the  times  of  rtfrejbing  (*►*4*^)  JbaU  come 
fr$m  bis  prefaice^  (Acts  iii.  19*);  and  to  he  publicly 
adjudged  to  eternal  lift,  according  to  the  greatnefs  of 
his  mercy,  [Judey  vtr*  ir.)  at  the  great  day  of  accouur, 
(fee  the  note  on  vtrr  12.)  that  final,  moft  important 
and  dec i five  of  all  days,  for  a  fucceeding  eternity  !  Gra¬ 
titude  demands  my  be  ft  willies  for  fuch  a  fait  friend, 
who  (till  approves  fcimfdf  to  be-fo  to  the  Jaft,  in  the 
very  worft  of  times  :  And  you  very  wdl  know,  and  I 
carmot  forger,  in  how  many  inltances  of  great  kindnefs 
he  formerly  ailiitcd  and  refrefhed  me,  by  various  means, 
under  all  my  troubles,  when  I  wa$  at  Efbrfus . 


RECOLLECTIONS/ 

Shall  an  mfpired  apoftle  commit  the  true  doctrine  of  Chrjft  to  miuiftcra,  hy 
immediate  cot  rim  liFion  from  God  ?  anti  ifrall  they  not  keep  it  pure  and  u  it  c<  irrupt , 
and  be  ready  to  faifer  for  it,  in  dependence  on  his  power,  as  exerted  by  the  HoJy 
Spirit?  or  that  I  they  preach  it,  aud  the  people  not  regard  ii?  What  a  conic  Dipt 
is  this  of  divine  authority,  aud  of  the  glorious  gofpd  at  once  !  But  0  happy  fouls, 
that  ferve  God  with  a  pure  be.ut,  and  receive  the  gofpcl  with  unfeigned  faith  and 
Jove,  after  the  example  of  religious  anccftcrs;  and  lay  them fdvea  out  to  pr.^a- 
gate  it,  in  like  manner  to  others  !  It  contamsthepromifc  of  everfaftinf  life  thro* 
JeftisChrift ;  opens  the  eternal  purpofe  of  Go^  about  the  fa!  vat  ion  of  bis  people ; 
j$  a  means  of  their  effectual  calling  ;  allures  the  believer  that  the  Ctinp  and  power 
of  tlrklh  arc  van  quilled  lor  him  ;  arid  lets  the  Immortal  life  of  foul  and  body, 
and  the  way  of  obtaining  it,  in  the  dtareft  light*  Who  would  nor  be  content¬ 
ed  to  undergo  the  fevereft  perfccutions,  without  fear  or  fhame,  for  the  lake  of 
the  rich  advantages  that  are  to  be  hoped  for  from  it  l  May  we  have  the  firmed 
confidence  iaChrift,  as  the  alMkfiicitiit  Saviour,  toficurc  the  great  concerns  of 
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our  foul?,  that  we  commit  by  faith  to  his  care,  ag.imft  the  p  eat  day  of  ac¬ 
count  ! — How  dear  is  one  fincere  fervant  of  Chrift  to  another,  aa  partakers  i»f  the 
fame  faith,  and  embarked  in  the  fame  noble  caofe  !  How  grratly  rio  they  all  need; 
and  how  heartily  do  they  with,  and  daily  pray  for  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  to 
be  multiplied  to  one  another,  from  God  the  Father  and  our  Lord  Jefus  CbrHt  ! 
How  affectionately  arc  they  ddrous  of  each  o:UerJs  compary,  efpeciaHf  in  time! 
of  great  tribulation !  How  tenderly  do  they  fyrnnnthjzc  one  with  another  in  their 
afllflions!  How  concerned  arc  they  that  a  due  improvement  be  made  of  the 
gifts  of  the  Spirit,  which  arc  gracioufly  b  eft  owed  upon  their  brethren  in  the  mink* 
firy,  who  art  endowed,  according  to  the  fpfrit  of  the  gofpd,  not  with  a  timorous, 
cowardly  temper,  but  with  holy  fortitude  and  Jc.vc,  fabric:  v,  wisdom  arid  found 
judgment*  far  failing  their  trull,  ^  the  tnhlft  of  :*ii  ditikaHi^s  oppofiliun  and 
danger!  And  while  many  defert  the  caufc  of  Christ,  and  his fufft-ring  fcrvaatf, 
like  J'hygeilus  and  Hrrmogenes,  bltficd  be  God,  tbnc  arc  others,  who,  li'»c 
Cneliphnros,  are  not  afhamrd  to  own  them  in  the  worft  of  times;  bur  are  vril- 
Ifafc  to  feek  opportunities  of  ihew-ing  all  poflible  regard  to  them.  Mavlhe  Lord 
be  ^  to  fuch  and  their  families;  and  grant  them  mercy  to  eternal  life  iu 
Ck  d  .y  -if  judgment* 


te 


CHAP.  II. 

The  dptijlk  dir  efts  Timothy  to  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  for  all  /pi* 
ritual ftrengih)  1.  Exhorts  him  to  take  care  that  their  be  <l  facet f 
fan  $f  faithful  minifiersy  and  to  perfevere  m  his  own  work%  with  cen- 
fancy  and  diligence^  - like  afoldiery  a  combatant  y  and  a  hitjhamiman^ 
encouraging  him  hereunto  by  his  own  example^  and  a  fa  ranees  of  a 
happy  ifae  of  his  faithfulnefs ,  2, — 13.  Advifes  him  to  guard  agamjl 
Jl riving  about  unprintable  and  pernicious  -words  y  and  to  Jludy  to  ap¬ 
prove  himfelf  to  Ccdy  warning  him  to  foun  vahihablings  and  danger ~ 
qus  errorsy  that  eat  like  a  canker ,  as  in  the  inflames  of  Hymcneua 
and  Philetus,  and  comforts  him  with  the  thought  %  that  mverthelefs 
the  foundation  of  God Jlands  furef  14,-19*  Tells  him  that  fever  a  l 
forts  of  profejfors  are  to  be  expected  in  the  churchy  as  various  forts 
of  veffels  are  tifed  in  a  great  houfet  20,  21*  And  charges  him  to  fa; 
youthful  luflst  and  to  manage  the  whole  of  bis  ccnvcrjaiion^  viidijtr;. 
and  zeal againjt  error ,  with  a  becoming  mseknefs  cf  fpirti  *  as  virfl 
likely  to  be  fuccefsfuiy  22* — z6 . 


T*kt* 

n'lhN.drtrefnrr, 
^  mv  tan,  he 
flrtmg  sn  trie 
fceuv  Cut  \\  ill 
Oriii  jefti*. 


P  ARAPHRASEt 

/^Onsjderixg  thtrtfcrc  the  things  that  have  been 
'b*i  mentioned,  (chap*  h  15* — iS*)  and  the  danger  of 
taking  a  wrong  part  in  them*  hr  me  intreat  you,  my 
dear  fan  in  the  faith*  Mlowfliip  and  miniftrv  of  the  gof- 
pci,  not  to  be  felf-ctmlideurj  ortrud  in  rhe  grace  you 
have  already  received,  which,  left  to  nfalr,  would  foou 
fail ;  but  to  have  a  conftant  recourfe,  and  go  out  of  your- 
f  ell  to  the  fountain  of  all  grace*  that  you  may  he  Jfrcng 
in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  his  mighty  (Ephcfl  vl, 
jo*)  ;  may  keep  up  an  entire  dependence  on  the  iifax* 
bimftibic  fund  of  grucc  that  is  trtaujrt’d  up  in  Chrift,' 
your  head,  and  in  the  free  favour  of  God,  as  redding. 


The fecond  EpiJUe  to  Timothy  paraphrajed.  Ch.  ii. 


i  And  the 
thing*  that  tl<«a 
haft  heard  of  nit, 
among  many  writ  *■ 
DcJfa,  the  ft  toe 
commit  thou  to 
faith  fol  men,  who 
fliall  be  ibk  to 
t<qch  oUiCiS  al(o* 


3  Thqn  there¬ 
fore  endure  h-ird* 
nets,  as  &  good 
foldier  of  Jeftw 
phrift. 


4  No  man 
th*t  uirrtth  en- 
ungleth  himklf 
*;ith  the  affairs  of 
tbit  tile;  that  he 
may  pleafe  hliu 
uho  hath  choftn 
hi  m  to  be  a  fol- 
d»er. 


inanifefting,  and  exhibiting  itfdf  in  him ;  and  may  con* 
tinually  receive  of  hU  fulntft  grace  for  grace,  (John  i. 
t6.) 

2  And,  fetting  out  in  this  ftrengtb  for  the  difeharga 
of  every  duty,  and  for  propagating  the  true  doctrines 
of  the  gofpel,  which  I  received  by  immediate  tevela- 
tion,  and  communicated  to  you,  and  in  a  public  folemn 
manner  committed  to  your  trull,  at  your  ordination,  in 
the  prefence  of  many  witnefles,  f  according  to  the  mi* 
merous  teAimunies  that  are  given  to  them  by  the  Jaw  ani 
the  prophets,  (Aon.  iii.  ar.)  take  beet)  that  you  tranf- 
mit  them  pure  and  uncorrupted,  juft  as  you  received 
them  front  me,  to  fuch  other  minifters,  as  approve  them- 
felves  to  he  faithful  believers,  that  have  the  glory  of 
Chrift,  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  good  of  fouls  at 
heart,  and  are  well  furniflied  with  knowledge  and  ut¬ 
terance,  gifts  and  graces,  to  difpofe  and  qualify  them 
for  explaining,  proving,  defending  and  applying  the 
whole  counfel  of  God  to  their  hearers,' 

3  As  this  is  the  nobleft  of  all  fervicee,  fpare  no  pains, 
nor  be  afraid  of  any  difficulties,  or  dangers,  you  may 
be  expofed  to  in  it ;  but  confider  that  as  you  are  in  a 
(late  of  warfare,  attended  with  many  fufferings  and 
hardfhips,  in  the  way  to  victory  and  triumph;  fq  you 
ought  to  acquit  yourfelf  with  holy  refolution,  vigour, 
and  courage,  like  a  good  foldier  that  fights  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  the  caufe;  and  under  the  banner  of  jefus  Chrift, 
the  Captain  of  faction,  who  >6  able  to  fupport  you  un¬ 
der,  and  carry  you  through,  all  your  toils  and  troubles, 
and  crown  them  with  everlaiting  honours. 

4  According  to  the  obligations  of  this  chara&cr,  you 
fhould  give  yourfelf  wholly  to  the  work  of  the  miniflry, 
(t  7fm.  ivr  ic.)  ;  for  you  know  that,  hy  the  Roman  laws, 
no  man  thatlifts,  as  a  foldier,  into  the  imperial  army, 
is  allowed  to  fpend  his  time,  and  involve  hjmfelf,  m 
the  common  bpfinefs  of  trade,  hufbandry,  or  other  fer 
cular  employments j  but  is  to'dcrpte  htmfelf  eurirely  to 
the  duty  of  his  military'  ftation,  that  he  may  diligently 
fulfil  theordets  of  his  general,  and  be  approved  of  him 
who  has  taken  him  upon  the  muftewolls  :  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  you,  as  a  minifter  of  Chrift,  ought  not  to  follow 
civil  callings  to  intangle  your  thoughts,  and  fwallow  up 
your  time ;  but  to  apply  them  to  fpiritual  exercifea  rq 


NOTE. 

f  **  Am  dug  many  witprfle*^1  f  Jit*  jt&aasw  and  Gal-  iii«  ip*  *rwi  is  Jo  rendered  here  ; 
jvzjrfvfay)  properly  Hgn ifici  fy  many  wii-  yet,  M  this  it  an  exceeding  rire  con  ft ration* 
htfles  ;  and  though  it  may  iWeci/nes  b e  uo*  I  haveU&cu  iit  bofji  fhf*,  and  the  other  raft 
flcrflood  to  mein  ev&xf,  bj  in  a  Cor*  i*  fts  common  feofc  of  the  pppofitioDt 
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the  ferrice  of  Chrift,  your  fovereign  Lord  ztid  King, 
that  you  may  acquit  yourfelf  agreeable  to  his  will,  who 
has  appointed,  called,  and  authorifed  you  to  fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  till  you  lay  hold  on  eternal  life, 
(i  Tm.  vi.  is.)  f 

j  And  if  •  S  And  as  minifters  are  called  to  various  forts  of  con- 
man  aHo  ftrire  fli£ts,  (dCIS  XI.  22,  1J,  24.  and  Phil.  ill.  12,  13,  14.) 
/«■  maiierie*.  jrt  jf  a0y  man  enrer$  t[je  lift*  like  a  combatant  in  the  Grt~ 
cK*rpt  he  flrins  tian  g^nies,  he  is  never  reckoned  a  victor,  nor  crowned 
Uwtuiln  as  inch,  rnilefr  he  keep  ro  the  ihted  rules  of  rhofe  cx* 

CTcifes  which  require  great  p.iins  in  running,  wreft- 
Jing*  and  the  like  *  fo  yon,  who  have  entered  into 
Ctmft’s  fervice,  are  to  exert  yourfelf  wich  labour  and 
diligence,  for  overcoming  all  oppofers,  in  his  way  and 
wort,  according  :o  the  preferiptions  of  his  word,  as 
ever  you  expefltthu*  v;hn  the  chief  Shepherd  Jlafi  ap- 
pearf  you Jhall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  t  that  fadeth  not 
awa y,  (t  Pet-  v.  4*) 

6  Tbc  huf-  6  As  mmifters  are  alfo  compared  to  labourers  in  the 
fre  I-orcPs  harveft  or  vineyard,  (Luke  x.  2.  and  xx.  9,  &Ct) 
firft  p«mkcr  of  J°u  know  that  the  huibandman  rault  take  much  pains 
the  fruits,  in  plowing  and  fowing,  or  in  digging  and  planting* 
and  trufl  do  this  with  patience  forfome  length  of  time* 
before  he  can  have  a  good  crop,  that  he  may  gather  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  ;  fo  you  are  to  be  laborious  in  preach* 
ing  ihe  gofpcl  for  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  good  of 
fouls,  and  to  wait  with  patience  before-hand  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord,  that  you  may  rejoice  in  the  day  of 
Chriff)  that  you  have  mt  run  in  vauh  nor  laboured  in 
vain3  {James  v*  7-  and  Phil*  ii,  t6.) 

I  Coofdcr  7  Pray  confider  fericufly  what  I  deliver  to  you  under 
what  l  fry;  and  thefe  figures,  that  you  may  look  upon  yourfeii,  and  bj- 

tU  Lord  rWc  b;ive  as  a  foldier,  a  combatant,  and  a  huibahdinan,  in 

Li^VV^V-  l^e  wor*1  kml;  may  reckon  upon  hardlhips 

and  labour  in  attending  the  fervict-s  which  belong  to 

ptrfons  of  all  tlmfe  characters ;  and  at  the  fame  time 

may  maintain  a  comfortable  hope  of  a  bk£fcd  and  gra¬ 
cious  reward  at  the  end  of  them  all :  For  in  this  way  of 
reflecting  on  thefe  things,  the  Lord,  as  I  truft  and  hear¬ 
tily  wifb,  *  will  further  enlighten  your  minds  in  all 

wifdom. 


NOTE. 


f  In  this  and  the  n«l  vwfe*  there  is  a 
pLiii  JlofioD  to  the  Roman  law  of  arms, 
and  to  that  of  thr  Grcciao  pirort ;  qccuffl' 
ing  to  lfi  the  6rtt'*  of  which,  tie  foldfcr  vt?t 
dm  to  in  civil  occupation*,  (Vid* 

Gtot,  in  lot,)s  and  according  to  41  the  lid/’ 
the  coihSjianE  ft  is  to  keep  ftriftfy  to  the 
ftdes  ul  iht  i;vnt,  without  v.hich  he  couli 


cot  be  crowned  with  a  garland*  as  a  conquer¬ 
or*  (foe  the  notes  on  1  Cur,  i*.  14, — *7.} 

*  **  The  Lord  give  thee  uuckn  land  tag,*’ 
(£**)  u  in  the  Alexandria,  Claremont, 
tiod  other  good  copies,  (Vid.  MU.  in  Ice*) 
“  the  Lord  will  give  thcc  atckrAaiulmg  f1 
(J'ivrfi)  But  if  we  retain  the  common  read¬ 
ing,  yet,  ai  Dr  Whitby  qbierve&,  (J**) 

lilt 


ao2 


S  Remember 
that  Jefu?  Oh  rift* 
of  the  feed  or 
David,  was  rai- 
fed  from  the 
deni,  according 
to  my  gofpd ; 


*  Wherein  I 
fuller  trouble  u 
■n  evil  doer,  c- 
wt  unto  bonds  ; 
bur  the  word  of 
Cod  U  not 
Wood, 


10  Therefore 
I  endure  «ll 
things  for  the 
dedHOKes,  that 
thcyimpaiibob- 
faui  the  fUiatioti 
vlikhuin  Gbrift 
Jcftlff,  with  ctcr* 
jial  glory* 
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wifdom  and  Spiritual  underftanding,  {Col,  1.  9.)  to  make 
a  right  judgment  :and  application  of  them,  and  {o  ur* 
prefs  upon  your  own  heart  a  deep  and  abiding  feufe  of 
your  duty  in  this,  and  all  things  eifc  that  concerns  you, 
as  a  Chriftiarijor  a  mtnifter  of  Jeftis  Chrift* 

8  The  grand  article  which  I  would  hare  you  con- 
dandy  bear  in  mind,  for  your  own  fupport  and  encou* 
rage ment  under  your  trials  and  fufferings,  ami  remind 
others  of  in  your  preaching,  for  their  converfion  asd 
efUbli foment  id  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gofpel* 
that  Jdus  the  anointed  Saviour,  who  according  to  the 
fleflj  proceeded  from  the  loins  of  the  famous  patriarch 
David)  having  fuffered  unto  death,  as  a  iacrifice  for 
fin,  was  raifed  again  from  the  dead  for  our  juftificarion, 
(Rem,  17,25.)  according  to  the  glad  tidings  of  faivation, 
that  1  have  preached  and  confirmed  in  my  miniftry, 
which  indeed  is  not  my  gofpel,  as  though  I  were  the 
author  of  ir,  but  a  difpenfation  of  which  is  committed 
unto  me*  (1  Cor*  ix.  17.) 

9  This  is  a  great  and  fundamental  truth, Ter  the 
preaching  of  which  to  the  Gentile st  as  well  as  Js w,  I 
undergo  the  fever  eft  perfectitions,  even  to  confine¬ 
ment,  in  which  I  am  held  in  bonds,  as  though  I  were  a 
malefactor,  not  fit  to  livtj  and  fr»  am  prevented  pub¬ 
licly  prenchfid  it,  as  I  ufed  to  do,  and,  were  it  the 
will  of  God,  would  Hill  gladly  prrfift  in:  but,  bUfled 
be  his  name,  Tiis  word  is  not  confined,  or  ftm  up  in  a 
Corner,  or  hindered  from  being  proclaimed  and  made 
effectual  in  many  places,  by  others  of  his  Tenants,  for 
bringing  in  multitudes  of  fouls  to  Chrift ;  and  it  h 
further  confirmed  by  the  teftimouy  1  give  to  the  power 
of  divine  grace  in  my  patient  and  joyful  fuflermgs  for  it* 

10  The  thought  of  what  has  been  already,  and  will 
ftill  further  he  done  by  the  power  of  Gud,  as  attending 
the  ministrations  of  the  golpel,  is  foch'  a  com  fort  10 
me,  chat  1  cheerfully  fubmit  to  all  the  diftntTes  th:t 
are,  or  cun  be  laid  upon  me,  in  lave  and  zeal  for  the 
fpiritu.il  welfare  of  thefe  whom  God  hath  from  the  he* 
ginning  ebe/cn  to filvatiQUy  ihrou^hfantlijitalioa  of  tin: 
Spirit >  end  belief  of  the  truth ,  (2  Theft  ii.  13,)  iiut 
they,  encouraged  by  my  example,  may  alfo  be  induevi 
to  believe,  cordially  embrace,  and  boldly  profcfs  rhe 
uuth  and  excellence  of  the  gofpel*  notwittrftanding  the 

violence 

T  F.* 

confklcrvd  it  in  that  view,  and  r^r  fctanr^-l 
at  the  other,  duct  H  d^s  not  appear  to  ter** 
picture  ]g  this  place,  a*  it  iumcrinutf  i*  ia 
tnhets* 


N  O 

ghvU  often  oied  for  (Jcr-i)  11  mill  give 
and  u  the  particle  {p«p)  here  rendered 
very  randy*  it  ever,  besti  ctat  tcitic ;  but 
U  a  (ifcil  particle,  apd  UgciHc^  fir,  I  hive 
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violence  of  the  times ;  and  may,  in  this  way  of  God’s 
appointment,  .arrive  at  an  a£tual  poiTdbon  of  that  falva- 
tion,  which  _  confifts,  not  only  in  an  entire  freedom 
from  all  evil;  but  likewife  in  the  complete  enjoyment 
of  an  eternal  inheritance  of  all  poflible  honour  and -de¬ 
light,  that' is  purchafed  by,  and  refer  ved  in  Chriftfor 
them  who  aW  chilled,  by  the  gofpel,  to  the  obtaining  tf 
the  glory  of  ourford  jefnt  Chrijl.  (2  Tbcff.  ii.  14.) 

M  Air  a  faith.  n  'In  is  doe^rinc  of  Chrift’s  death  and  refur- 
rc&*on»  aad  of  the  future  glory  of  the  ele&,  w^o  are, 
u-i=h/,™.«eftaU  or  ihall  be  brought  to  believe  in  him,  is  certainly  true; 
uiiuiiifiwiilifciin.  and,  for  the  comfort  of  his  fu  Bering  fer cants,  may  be 
fully  depended  upi*n  ;  Foe  if,  in  conformity  to  the  cru¬ 
cified  Jefnt,  ami  by  virtue  derived  from  him,  as  the 
head  with  whom  we  arc  vitally  united,  we  be  dead  to 
fin  and  to  this  world,  and  to  lofe  our-tnotfal 

lives  for  bis  fake;  we  <t!fo,  in  comorinity  to  him,  and 
by  the  power  of  his  refurrcctiou,  {hall  certainly  be 
quickned  and  railed  to  a  glorious  immortality,  to  live- 
in  the  heavenly  world  with  him.  (See  Jo/m  xii.  25,  26. 
Rom.  riii.  17.  and  1  Pet.  iv.  13.) 

11  if  we  ftf-  12  If  we  patiently  endure  reproach  and  all  manner 
tribulation  for  thrift's  lake,  like  what  he  bimfetf 
if  *■.-  dear  underwent  for  ours,  we  (hall  alfo  be  exalted  to  the  dig- 
hc  ii:a  win  deny  <nity  of  Gtciag  with  him  on  his  throne,  as  kings  and 
Ui:  prieft  to  Cod  and  hit  Father  ;  (Rev,  i.  6.  and  Hi.  a».) 

If,  on  the  contrary,  any  of  us,  who  profefs  to  be  hi* 
difciples  and  fervants,  are  fo  terrified  with  fear  of  fuffer- 
inj*  the  lofs  of  worldly  honour,  eafe,  and  enjoyments, 
or  of  liberty,  or  life  kfeif,  as  to  deny  the  truth  of  the 
gofpel,  and  call  off  our  profeflion  of  him,  or  to  be 
alhamed  to  own  him  and  his  caufe,  and  cither  doArin- 
ally  or  praftica.iy  rimy  him,  he  will  alfo  be  alhamed 
of  us,  and  deny  that  he  ever  knew  or  approved  of  us, 
•when  he  JImII  come  in  hit  own  glory,  and  in  his  Father*  1, 
and  of  the  holy  angels.  (Luke  ix.  26.  and  xit.  8,  9.) 

1 3.  if  we  he-  13  Whether  we- believe  this  comfortable  truth  on 
one  hand,  or  this  awful  denunciation  on  the  other,  or 
hr  cannot'  <u-ity  not;  yc:  he  wbo  has  peremptorily  aliuied  us  of  both  in 
his-word,  and  is  the  s/men,  the  faithful  and  true  Wit- 
nefs,  will  certainly  perform  his  gracious  promifes  to 
them  that  believe  in,  and  own  him;  and  will  execute 
his  juft  threatnings  upon  apoftates;  It  is  not  confident 
with  the  perfections,  veracity,  and  immutability  of  biy 
nature  and  will,  to  a&  contrary  to  his  fettled  declara¬ 
tions  of  mercy  and  judgment,  with  regard  to  his  ftnal 
proceedings  in  the  great  day  of  account ;  for  this  Would 

be 
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be  as  impoflible  for  him  to  do,  as  to  deny  that  he  is 
God,  and  the  impartial  Judge  of  all. 

t4  or  thefe  14  Remind  thofetliat  you  mini  (ter  to,  and  introduce 
things  put  them  into  the  miniftry,  of  thefe  important  things  on  which 
t*JC’r  ^fvat’on  depends,  and  which  it  behoves  them 
f<we*  the  i.ord,  to  regard  above  all  things  elfe;  and  charge  them 
that  thqr  drive  ;n  the  name,  by  the  authority,  and  as  in  the 
prefcnce  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  as  ever  they  will  anker 
tfithe  liibvLrring  it  to  him  at  his  coming  to  judgment,  that  they  donor, 
of  the  hearers.  in  (lead  of  attending  to  thefe  fubflantiiil  and  interfiling 
things,  go  into  warm,  or  trifling  deputations  shout 
empty  words,  like  Jevn'tJb  fables,  and  genealogies, 
(i  77m.  i.  4.)  which  are  of  no  manner  of  advantage  to 
religion  and  god  finds  ;  but  rend  to  puzzle  and  pervert 
the  minds  of  hearers,  and  turn  them  off  from  the  truth 
of  the  gofpel. 

1 1  Sady  to  15  Let  it  be  your  great  ftudy  and  endeavour,  by  help 
flit*  thyfclf  rp-  ytom  heaven,  to  prefent,  or  yield  yourfelf  an 

«  workman  that  approved  (errant  to  God,  that  you  may  he  like  a  good 
needed!  not  to  be  workman,  who  has  nooccafion  to  be  aihamed  on  ac- 
count  of  neglett,  unfldlfulnefs,  un faithful aefs,  or  any 
«f* trull.  other  remarkable  deleft;  and  that,  as  the  Jevrifa  pr lefts 

were  very  careful  and  exa&  in  cutting  up,  and  fe para- 
ting  the  feveral  parts  of  the  facrifices,  that  were,  or 
were  not  to  be  offered  ;  fo  you  may  ufe  the  utmoft care 
and  good  judgment,  in  feparating  between  truth  and 
error,  important  and  trifling  things ;  and  in  giving  to 
every  one  z  portion  of  God’s  word  in  due  fcalon,  with 
a  proper  application  of  its  various  parts  to  the  circum- 
fiances  of  your  hearers ;  and  (op$»™>*«*7<r)  in  cutting  out 
before  them  the  right  way  of  truth,  holinefs,  and  hap- 
pinefs,  by  preaching  and  example,  according  to  ?the 
gofpel  of  Chrift. 

is  Rut  fhnn  1 6  But  be  fure  to  avoid,  oppofe,  and  turn  away 
b«Wlin  *nd  ^rorn  *rreverent*  defiling,  and  noify,  hut  darina  and 

they  rx  iMKift  *Mpty  difeourfe,  that  degrades  the  nature  and  per  ice* 
untomoKUDgpd-  tions  of  God,  and  the  purity  of  the  gofpel,  which  too 
Suds.  many  go  into :  For  fuch  ways  of  talking  will  tend  unco, 

and  fuch  talkers  tbemfelves  will  by  that  means  go,  (till 
further  and  further,  into  errors  and  pradices,  (hit  are 
contrary  to  true  religion,  aud  are  like  to  iflue  in  the 
height  of  all  impiety. 

iy  And  their  1 7  And  their  doftrine  will  be  infeflious  to  others, 
wd  win  eat  «s  as  well  as  injurious  to  their  own  fowls :  For,  if  it  he  let 

drrtn  as  ranker:  .  .-fir  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  .  .  . 

of  whom  Si  Hj-  alone,  it  will  fpread  in  the  church,  and  eat  put  the  vi- 

(neneoa  and  Phi*  talsof  religion  ;  even  as  a  gangtene,  when  it  is  got  into 
*eiB**'  any  part  of  the  fleth,  cars  it  away,  by  degrees,  to  the 

dsftn»fliou  of  the  whole  body,  aud  of  life  iifeif.  A- 

jnpwg 
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mong  fuch  pernicious  and  ungodly  talkers,  there  are 
two  notorio.ua  ones,  Hymtneut ,  (t  Tim.  i.  20.)  and 
Pbiktut  by  name ; 

18  Who  hare  given  themfelves  up  to  fuch  prophane 
mifili"  the  tTOtt  and  vain  babbling,  (vtr,  i6.)  ai  has  at  length  carried 
lave  cried,  by  them  off  from  the  truth  of  divine  revelation,  and  into 
‘."K’J*"  l.h*  re'  the  moft  deftruttivc  errors,  relating  to  the  true  doftrine 
*?reniy"rndonr.  of  the  refur  retlion  of  the  dead  *  they  affirming  that, 
rtiua.il  rtie  faith  whatfoever  Chrift,  or  any  of  the  facred  writers  have 
«f  wme.  faid  about  a  proper  refur  region,  it  is  to  be  taken  in 

fome  iDjftical  or  figurarive  fenle,  that  is  over-paft  al¬ 
ready  in  this  world  *,  and  not  in  a  literal  tente,  as 
though  there  were  to  be  a  real  refurrettinn  of  the  body 
in  the  world  to  come:  And  by  their  bold  and  fubtie 
alTenions,  and  arguings  on  this  point,  they  have  fo-far 
prevailed,  3$  to  turn  fome  off  front  that,  and  every 
other  found  do&rine,  which  they  before  profeffed  to 
believe. 


^NevfrtMi/t,  19  But  notwithftanding  all  this,  the  fundamental' 
t;<ciuuiKiaiionaf  doctrine  of‘  the  refurtc&ion  of  the  dead  is  certainly  the 
inie,  t-.av Sag  this  ttutb  °f  be  having  fet  his  feal  to  it  by  teftifying 
iUl,’  TLe  Lo«d  his  approbation  of  the  apofttes,  as  bis  faithful  tenants, 
tiioweih  them  whom  he  infpired  and  commi  (Boned  to  preach  it.  And 
LeccTeryoflethit  notwithftanding  fuch  melancholy  infiances  of  apoftates, 
wrr.e-Ji  the  name  which  often  occafton  fears  to  arife  in  the  hearts  of  fome 
of  Chrrft  depart  fjncerc  believers,  left  their  faith  ftiould  he  alfo  over* 
r»m  in.quny.  thrown,  and  they  firould  fall  after  the  example  of 
Others,  that  teemed  to  be  much  greater  proficients  in 
Chriftianity  than  thcmfelvesjjyet  the  ground  of  fecurity 
to  God’s  ele&»  (vrr.  10.)  and  of  an  affiired  hope,  that 
their  faith,  who  are  built  upon  Chrift  as  a  foundation, 
and  have  a  principle  of  grace,  as  a  ground- work  of  fal- 
vation,  (hall  be  anfwered,  and  that  all  the  promifes 
of  the  gofpel  abide  firm  and  Heady,  f  lyes  in  the  eter¬ 
nal  and  unchangeable  purpofe  of  Gcdj  it  having  this 
PiottC)  engraven,  as  it  were  on  a  feal,  to  confirm  the 
electee,  and  to  fignify  the  fafety,  fecrecy,  and  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  obje&sof  his  love  ;  Whatfoever  becomes 
of  others,  that  make  fair  pretences  to  religion,  the 

Lord 


NOTE. 

*  Alt  cqnjeftvprts  about  f hr  fmfe  id  which  +  Many  are  the  interpretations  ihat  have 
Hymenm  and  Phiktns  held  u  th*t  the  re-  been  given  of  this  11  foundation  of  God 

**  farreftion  i*  jwft  already,”  are  fa  exceed-  **  which  ft  and  s  fare  fame  raking  it  to 

ing  u  doer  tain,  wuhwtajiy  Efficient  mean  a  ”  wo  rk  of  grace,1*  or  principle  of 

two  roftpport  them,  that  I  cannot  pretend  holineis  In  the  hem ;  gibers,  faith  ;  oihcri* 
to  lay  particularly  wharit  was;  only  it  fecras  Chrjfi  ;  others,  the  u  promift*  of  the  go1** 
evident  in  die  name  of  things  that  tlicy  pci;”  others,  *f  the  doftrine  of  (he  ro- 
tefhd  on  fome  £gunt ive,  political,  or  **  farrc£Hon  and  other  **  (he  doftrinc 
riival  and  myftical  meaning,  which  thry  put  e<  of  clUtion  aod  they  m  all  iuc  tided  it* 

upon  the  words,  tcuUpptont  and  evade  ihe  ihe  paj-pharafe,  while  k  priocjp^ily 

but  top  of  a  proper  rc;urr;tlb:»  of  the  bojy,  to  tlu  k.ft  of  them. 
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10  But  in  a 
gnat  koaft  there 
are  not  only  Tef- 
ftl&of  gold,  a>ii) 
of  Giver,  but  alfir 
of  wood,  and  of 
erth  ?  and  foae 
to  honour*  and 
tome  to  difh>- 
nogr. 


%r  If  ■  man 
therefore  purge 
him&lffroxn  there, 
he  frail  be  a  vel- 
feJ  unto  honour, 
ft  reified  and 
meet  for  the  ma¬ 
iler's  life,  an 
prepared  goto  c, 
very  good  work. 


Lord  in  a  diftinguifliing  manner  affeflionateiy  know*, 
and  everlattingly  owns  them,  who;n  he  hath  chofen  frr 
htmfeif*  and  claims  as  his  peculiar  property*  (fee  the 
note  on  flwa*  viii.  30.}  that  he  may  keep  them  by  his 
power  through  faith  unto  falvation :  (1  l\-t .  L  2,  5.; 
And*  to  {hew  how  infeparably  holintfs  and  eternal  hap- 
pinefs  are  conne&ed  in  the  decree*  and  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  it*  as  aifo  to  prevent  presumptuous  confidence 
in  electing  love*  without  any  experience  of  its  proper 
fruits  ami  effects,  which  are  the  only  proofs  and  ratify¬ 
ing  evidences  of  it  to  ourfclves*  the  feal  bears  this  fur¬ 
ther  infeription*  Let  every  one  who  makes  a  profeffion 
of  ChrifXs  name,  and  of  rrufling  in  him  for  falvation, 
think  himfrlf  imlifpenfibiy  bound*  and  accordingly 
make  it  his  great  care  and  concern,  to  depart  in  heart 
and  life,  and  keep  at  the  fartheft  di  fiance*  from  every 
kind*  degree,  and  mftancc  of  fin. 

ao  But  in  the  vifible  church  there  are  profdTbrs  ami 
vninifters  of  higher  and  lower  rank  ;  and  i'ome  of  them 
are  excellent*  honourable*  and  approved  of  God*  as 
thofc  whom  he  knows  to  be  his,  (vsr*  iyO  and  others 
are  mean  and  contemptible,  a  di (honour  to*  ami  riif- 
approved  of  him*  like  thofe  that  err  from  the  truth; 
{ vtr .  18.) ;  even  as  in  the  great  houfe  of  a  prince  oc 
nobleman,  there  are  not  only  magnificent  veflels*  fuch 
as  are  made  of  gold  or  filver  for  various  and  excellent 
offices;  but  there  are  alfo  other  veflels*  formed  out  of 
meaner  materials*  fuch  ns  wood  or  clay*  for  inferior 
purpofes  *  and  fome  of  them  are  of  fo  great  worth  and 
fcrvicc,  as  to  be  in  high  efteem*  and  refieft  an  honour 
upon  their  Lord  tfiul  Matter  ;  and  others  are  fo  defpi- 
cable  and  mfignifiCam,  as  to  be  of  little  or  no  account, 
and  unworthy  to  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  furniture  of 
fuch  z  great  perfonagers  houfe. 

21  If  therefore  any  one,  who  claims  a  fliare  in  the 
bleflings*  privileges*  and  favices  of  the  great  I^ord  of 
the  church,  keep  himfelf  clear  of  the  corrupt  teachers, 
errors*  ar.d  ungodly  practices,  but  now  fprcifitd*  (ver* 
16,  17*  18*)  he  Ihall  be  tfteemed  and  found  to  be, 
whether  minifUr  or  private  Chrifiian,  an  excellent 
veflel  of  mercy*  (lim*  ir.  34,)  defigned  and  formed  for 
the  noblett  purpofes;  purified  and  con  fee  rated  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and  commodioudy 
fitted*  apt  and  ready  for  acceptable  employments  in  his 
Lord,  and  Matter’s  hciufe;  and  thoroughly  furniflied 
[chap,  in-  17.)  for  the  performance  of  every  work  and 
duty*  that  is  good  in  irfelf,  or  hy  divine  inftitution; 
good  as  to  the  matter*  manner*  and  end  of  ir*  accor¬ 
ding 


Cb.  ii. 


a*  Flee  alio 
joothM  lufh  ; 
Lit  follow  ngk». 
u  frith, 

<h*i  rir.y^  peaer, 

them  that 
tjil  on  ihs  l.crd 
Q  )t  of  a  pure 
i-aru 


A  3  But  ftfOiilh 
uulca’ned 
qucitioi>$  avoid, 
brewing  that 
they  lIo  gender 


1+  And  the 
Itrviint  of  the 
Lofil  in  uft  not 
drive  ;  Inst  be 
gcotle  uulo  att 
P^n,  apt  to 
tc4ch1  patient. 


15  In  metk* 
j>d*s-  inftruaiog 
thoic  that  oppose 
themfelvcs;;  if 
<iod  perad  ven¬ 
ture  wit!  grve 
them  repentance 
to 
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ding  to  the  good  rule  of  the  word,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  good  of  his  own  and  others  fouls. 

22  And  as  ever  you,  my  Son  Timothy,  would  ap¬ 
prove  yourfelfto  God  and  your  own  con  Science,  in  the 
difeharge  of  your  trull,  labour  diligently,  by  his  grace, 
to  fly  with  the  utmofl  Speed  and  abhorrenee  from  all 
irregular  inclinations,  paliions,  and  appetites ;  Such  as 
ambition,  pride,  fell-conceit,  utiadvifed  ralhnefs,  and 
SenSu-jlity  of  various  kinds,  which  young  men  are 
prone  to :  Give  no  way  to  thefc ;  but  let  it  be  your 
fpecial  care  to  purfue  in  your  preaching  and  practice 
as  an  example  to  others,  (t  Tim.  iv.  12.)  the  great 
things,  that  relate  to  rightcoufnefs,  in  its  full  extent ; 
to  fidelity  and  faith  in  Chrift,andin  God  through  him; 
to  a  charitable  and  peaceable  temper  and  behaviour  to* 
wards  all  .thofe,  of  what  denomination  Soever,  that  in¬ 
voke,  wordiip,  and  adore  the  Lord  Jefue,  and  God  the 
Father  through  hint,  in  the  lincerity  of-their  hearts,  as 
purified  by  faith,  and  purged  from  an  evil  ccnfcience 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift, 

33  But,  as  I  have  already  advifed  you,  (tier.  16.) 
Lay  a  Side  all  inquiries  and  debates  about  impertinent, 
fruitiefs  points  of  comroverfy,  that  have  nothing  of  true 
and  Solid  wifdom  in  them;  Do  not  intermeddle  with 
thefe,  as  being  a  flu  red  that  they  tend  only  to  beget 
quarrelsome  and  angry  contentions,  to  the  riifturbance 
of  the  peace  of  the  church,  and  hindrance  of  the  Sue* 
cefs  of  the  gofpcl. 

34  Hut  it  is  no  way  becoming  any  Servant-  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  were  he  only  a  private  Chriflian,  much 
lefs  if  he  be  a  min  if  ter  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  to  engage 
in  any  tlifputps  with  a  quarrel  Some  and  litigious  Spirit; 
fince  the  v/rath  of  man  -Morkt  not  the  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
(James  i,  30,)  But,  on  the  contrary,  he  ought  to  be 
kind  and  courteous  in  his  behaviour  towards  perfons  of 
ail  characters;  fhould  go  into  the  moft  inollenfivc  and 
leaf!  provoking  manner  of  conveying  the  truth  to  them 
in  love,  and  with  clear  Scriptural  evidence;  and  he 
lliould  keep  his  temper  with  all  patience'  and  long- 
fufTering,  in  bearing  not  only  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak,  but  even  the  prejudices  and  untraCtablenefs  of 
thofe,  that  do  not  immediately  embrace  the  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel  $ 

2$  Endeavouring  to  win  upon  them  that  fet  them- 
fekes  again!!  the  truth,  hy  lenity,  ealmnefs  and  fweet- 
neis  of  temper,  as  well  as  by  Strength  of  argument  ; 
and  So  gently  infilling  knowledge,  as  a  father  would 
into  the  tender  minds  of  his  children ;  in  hope  thar, 

poilibly 
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poflibJy,  in  due  feafon,  God  may  convince  them  of 
their  error,  and  triog  them  to  a  fenle  of  the  evil  dan¬ 
ger  of  pcrfjfting  in  it,  and  at  length  to  rdinquifh  it, 
and  embrace,  own,  and  boldly  prufefsthe  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jtfus; 

26  And  that  in  this  way,  and  by  thrfe  means, 
they  may  awake  out  of  the  enfnaring  errors 
by  which  they  were  lulled  aflsep  and  intoxicated  like 
drunken  men,  and  in  which  the  devil  had  caught  and 
held  them,  who,  like  captives  of  war,  taken  alive 
are  in  his  hands  to  be  infhved,  domineered 
over,  and  ruined  by  him,  according  to  his  malicious 
will  and  pleafure,  who  walks  about ,  ds  a  rearing  liont 
fitting  whom  ht  may  dtvmr*  (i  Pet,  v*  8.} 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  need  hare  we  of  a  continual  recourt  to,  and  fttpply  from  the  fountain 
of  ah  grace,  which  is  in  Ghrift,  for  the  performance  of  every  duty  !  A  rid  how 
(Treat  U  our  encourage rneiit  1o  depend  upon  him,  and  to  own  and  honour  h;m  ! 
For,  according  to  the  gofpei -account  of  him*  he  Is  railed  from  the  dead  ;  and, 
whatever  becomes  of  apoiUrcs,  the  ground  of  fecurity  to  God's  cleft  Hands 
firm  in  his  eternal  purpose,  whofe  diftinguifhmg  love  knows  aid  owns  them,  and 
has  laid  upon  them  the  moft  powerful  and  endearing  obligations  to  depart  from 
all  iniquity.  They  that  bravely  fuller,  even  unto  death,  for  Cbrift  tn  this  world, 
Audi  live  and  reign  with  him  forever  in  the  next ;  but  they,  that  are  aflnroed  of  him 
and  hlsgofpeL  ihallbc  rqefted  by  him  .Whatfoeverwe  think  of  it  now,  he  will 
proceed,  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  according  to  his  promifesand  threat* 
nings,  and  can  as  foon  ceafe  to  be,  as  falfify  his  word*  Thefe  things  are  worthy 
to  be  remembered  and  inculcated  upon  others,  juft  as  we  have  received  them 
from  the  great  apoftle ;  and  they  ought  to  be  committed  as  a  facred  truft,  to  able 
and  faithful  mmifters,  among  many  witnefles,  that  they  mav  preach  them  to  the 
people*  And  O  wkh  what  alacrity  fhoutd  they  endure  alt  hard! hips  in  fuIfiUtejr 
their  office,  as  goodfoldtm  of  jefus  Chrift,  and  as  wreftlers  and  labourers  in  bis 
fervice  ;  and  not  embamfa  themfelves  with  fccuUr  affairs  !  They  ought  not  to 
he  difeouraged  at  tribulations  and  bonds,  or  death  itfelf,  if  they  be  called  to  fu;- 
fer  them  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  cleft,  that  they  may  be 
eternally  laved  together  with  thcmfelves.  How  ambitious  Ihoutd  they  be  of  be* 
having  to  the  approbation  of  their  great  Lord  and  Matter,  as  vefiels  of  honour^ 
Liuftijicd  and  fitted  for  his  ufe,  and  for  every  good  work,  and  as  judicious  and 
faithfuj  preachers,  that  need  not  be  afbamed,  for  want  of  Fkill  or  fidelity  in  mak- 
Jhg^Juft  and  proper  diftributions  of  the  word  of  truth  !  And  how  carefully 
fhould  they  avoid,  and  ftt  them  (elves  againft  all  tiw,  efpecially  fuch  as  lead  to 
fm It Jcfs  contentions  and  ungodlineffi,  and  are  fubverfivc  of  fundamental  article 
of  faith  ;  and+  unlefs  put  aftnpto,  will  fpread  with  as  mirehitvous  mlluence  as 
a  gangrene,  like  that  of  Hymeneus  and  Philctus  about  the  rcfnrrcSiou  !  The 
befl  way  of  confuting  dangerous  errors,  and  recommending  gofpeUiruths,  is  to 
abftain  from  all  vices  of  body  and  mind,  and  particularly  from  thofe  that  youa^ 
men  are  moll  apt  to  indulge  ;  and  to  live  in  :he  practice  of  righteoufnefs,  faith, 
love  and  peace,  with  all  upright  Chriftiam;  to  be  courteous  towards  all  men;  and 
to  overcome  oppofers  by  a  fweetnefs  of  temper,  patience,  and  forbearance,  joined 
with  clear  and  fcriptural  reafonmgs,  to  inform  apd  peiTuade  them;  inhop^thui 
God,  by  thefc  means,  may  convince  them  of  their  fin  &tc  folly,  and  firing  them 
over  to  believe  and  proi'eis  the  good  doftrincs  they  before  had  oppofed ;;  and  fo,  hy 
'  bis  grace,  may  awake  OLt  of  their  dead  Deep,  and  efcape  put  of  the  devil's  fnarc, 
as  thole  that  are  delivered  from  bis  will  and  power,  and  are  turned  To  God*  T he 
Lord  help  us  to  rtffcft  ftrioufly  on  tbefe,  and  nil  his  faithful  favm^s:  ahd  give  u* 
wjfdom  and  grace  to  make  a  right  improvement  of  them  co  his  glory*  £ud  cur 
own  and  others  good ; 


to  the  atknow* 
ledglng  of  the 
truth  * 


x6  And  that 
they  may  recover 
them  ie|  v«  out 
of  the  foare  of 
the  devil,  who 
are  t^keo  captive 
by  him  at  hil 

will* 


Cb*  lU 
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CV  H  A  P.  Ill* 

The  dpoftk  foretells  the  rife  of  dangerous  enemies  to  the  truth  and  holi- 
nefs  of  the  gvfpet,  I,— 9*  Propefes  his  own  example  for  Timothy’* 
imit&tiony  in  opposition  to  them ,  to* — 13*  And  exhorts  him  to  per* 
fift  in  the  doctrines  he  had  learned  froth  him%  and  from  the  holy  j crip * 
tures,  -which  arc  of  divine  infpiration>  and  every  vidy  fttficicnt  for 
ihe^noblcft  pvrfofesy  14,-17. 


T  EXT* 

'T’Hhknowalfo, 
1  that  in  the 
Uft  day*  perilous 
tine*  mail  come. 


x  For  men 
fh  -11  be  lover*  of 
their  own  JHiree, 
tMvvlOQf,  boafb* 
tr-t  proud,  l>Uf> 
pLerucrs,  difobc- 
riieni  to  parents, 
unthankful,  un* 
holy. 


3  Without  na¬ 
tural 


Paraphrase. 

T  Would  further  remind  you,  as  I  did  in  my  for* 
^  mer  tpiftie,  {chap*  iv.  t.)  that  u rider  the  gofpel- 
djfprnfmon,  which  is  the  lid  and  bed  that  ever  will  be 
fet  up  in  this  world,  days  of  exceeding  great  difficulty 
and  danger  (^rTJ|)  will. trouble  the  church,  not  only 
on  account  of  perfections;  hut  chiefly  by  reafon  ofTad 
corruptions  in  doftrincs.aml  manners,  as  they  already 
begin  to  appear,  and  will  gradually  work  till  they  iffuc 
in  a  much  greater  apoftaey  fiill,  toward  the  latter  part 
of  this  hft  difpenfation  *, 

2  For,  to  give  you  tome  figns  of  Ehc  days  I  mean,  by 
which  they  may  be  known,  A  fet  of  wicked  cnrnaily- 
vninded  men  will  arife  under  the  ChrHHan  name,  that; 
will  be  of  a  notoriodly  felfifli  fpirit,  aiming  merely  at 
their  own  fecuhr  interest,  honour,  and  eafr,  without 
any  regard  to  the  good  of  othets ;  infatiaMe  in  their 
third  and  purfuics  after  the  riches  of  this  world  ;  vain¬ 
glorious  headers  of  their  own  endowments  and  advan* 
cages  y  lofty  and  arrogant  in  their  temper  and  behaviour  ; 
defamtrs  of  Chrili?s  offices  and  people*  doctrines  and 
ways  ;  imdutiful  to  their  fathers  and  mothers,  rejecting 
their  authority;  bafely  ungrateful  eo  them,  and  uther 
benefactors,  and  above  all,  to  God  for  the  good  things 
they  receive  front  him,  by  their  means ;  imfanitiEed* 
impious,  and  profane; 

3  Deflicutc  of  all  that  tcnderiicfs  mid  natural  affec¬ 

tion* 


N  O 

*  The  cormptiens  rpttified  in  C\c  fellow- 
liif  vcrfcs  arc  very  reraarknMy 
iu  ihu  Romifti  church ;  in  rheir  irfhth  fevu- 
J nr  views,  pride  end  bJJjphciiiics ;  in  U:cir 
chdJreu’s  being  uniuiiurallj  t>ut  into  rriuna- 
Iferies  a:;d  nunneries,  femttime*  without, 
and  iii  others  wHhthecQi^nt^fdmrjtoWits. 
it,  unEhanki'filnefeio  God,  and  to  the  princes 
ihar  riiiicd  il*a  jsop«  to  theit  dignity  and  mi' 
thoritjrr  in  rheir  breaking  faitn  with,  and 
tdfe  accu&rfon?  of  tlicmi  that  they  call  iU- 
rsrich  -  in  their  crec!  pcrfccuifeus,  and  con- 
urrouous  treatment  oJ  flicn  ard  tiling 

Y*l.  Y.  f 


T  E  S, 

in  rhcir  irertchcry  deceit,  and  trriioron* 
aftitios  k*u*’1uU  f:*orc:j:i  pritic=s  j  i*“* 
mioicnt  anti  henavUnvr,  *tt-d  iniliii- 

Hfito  luxury  and  iiuLwful  pictures*  and 
jniinuatin^  thcirjHvti  into,  ccmtpp*.;j'£  am! 
filhlng  aw  th<;  tccrCts  of  families  by  auricu¬ 
lar  co;ifeflion& ;  in  thurpcrveriiiig  the  taStli* 
ami  pretending  ro  miracle*  1  anri  this,  un¬ 
der  i'perious  fovn!!:  oc  piety,  and  cxtrrnal 
thows  of  dcvotioti,  inttead  of  true  love  i<i 
GcmI  and  gwllind^  Crc.  aljd  tlie  notes 
00  1  Titn.  iv.  1*  ;  Their  ii.  3,  4.) 


O 
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tun)  afreet  ion,  tioii,  (a£3;>f<)  which  is  due  to  mankind  in  genera],  to 
‘  I'fcaU-rs,  near  icljticRs  more  particularly,  and  from  parents  to 
c"*n:;nw!,C,fi’^cci  children  moll  of  all,  which  is  found  even  among  the 
fci'pi;'cr£ ot  thole  brutes  themfelves  toward  their  young  ;  perfidious  vio* 
tiuit  are  £ood,  Liters  of  the  molt  folemn  engagements,  promifes  and 
contracts ;  falfe  sccufers  ^«CeA*ij  0f  0(her  men, 
like  devils  incarnate,  that  delight  in  unjuft  ca¬ 
lumnies;  intemperate,  under  the  power  of 

ungovernable  appetites,  lulls,  and  pa  (lions  ;  furious  and 
cruel  in  their  tempers  and  treatment  of  others  ;  without 
any  true  love  (arixa>-«i«)  to  the  righteous,  that  are 
more  excellent  than  themfelves,  or  to  things  that  are 
good. 

Traill  4  Bctral|'ers  of  Civil  and  facred  trufts,  and  delivering 
beady  ,  high-  UP  cven  ^eir  neareft  a-kin  to  imferies  and  death,  for 
minded ,  lovers  Ch  rill's  tume’s  fake,  ( Mat.  x .  21,22.);  headlining,  raflr, 
darine  and  precipitant  (rrf»Tmif)  in  their  words  and  bc- 
Cti;  haviour;  puffed  up  with  the  pride  and  vanity  of  their 

own  minds;  entirely  addicted  to,  and  fond  of  fenfuai 
plcafures,  more  than,  and  in  (lead  of,  being  well  af- 
fetied  towards  God,  and  the  things' that  are  pleafmgin 
his  fight. 

s  Having  a  5  What  further  aggravates  their  monftrous  wicked- 
form  ot**  juSijiefs,  nefs  is,  that  they  clolte  and  difguife  it  with  a  fair  fhow 
Mn^tbmo'r  :  under  a  profeffion  of  Chriftian  religion,  and 

tram  ibeh  torn  °f  reverence  of  God,  and  with  external  forms  of  piety 
*"*)•  and  devotion ;  but  at  the  fame  time  are  Utter  ftrangers 

and  enemies  to,  and  practical  renouneers  of  the  life 
and  power  of  true  godlinefs  to  govern  their  hearts  and 
lives.  Now  1  would  advife  you  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  fuch  falfe  pretenders  to  the  Chriftian  name  ;  but 
to  reject  them  with  abhorrence,  and  to  keep  at  the  re* 
motell  difbnce  from  them,  and  from  all  fcltowflnp  and 
communion  with  them :  Beware  of  them,  as  of  wolves 
in  llieep’s  clothing.  {Mat.  vii.  ij.) 
s  For  of  this  6  For  this  fort  of  people  are  very  fly  in  their  infinua- 
which  *cr<ep *!nto  ti°ns :  rFhcv,  with  a  fliow  of  innocence  and  extraordi- 
huuiM,  and  l^ad  nary  holinefs,  (Mat.  xxiii.  14.}  fecretly  wind  themfelves, 
cuptivc  iiiiy  bti*  like  fnakes,  into  fuch  families  as  they  can  get  an  in- 

fin*'  led"  away  terc®  *n>  or  ^°PCS  °f  any  advantage  by,  that  they  may 
with  divers  lulls.-  intrude  into  their  fecrcts,  and  exercife  an  ablblute  ty¬ 
ranny  over  their  e dates  and  confidences  j  and  they  fur- 
prifingly  wheedle  and  enfnare  the  hearts  and  affediorj 
of  weak  and  -  ignorant  peopjf,  who,  like  thoughtlefs 
giddy  women,  under  the  power  of  finful  paffions,  are 
cafily  impofed  upon,  and  milled  by  every  jdaufible 
pretence,  that  foothes  and  flatters  their  own  corrupt  in¬ 
clinations^ 


7  And 
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f  Ever  team-  7  And  fo  they  are  always  running  after  every  new 
ing,  and  never  teacher,  and  hearkening  to,  and  imbibing  every  new 
ih^knwrieage  of  do&rine  j  and  are  fo  difconcerted,  unfettled,  and  coo- 
tbe  ermb.  founded  by  this  means,  as  never  to  be  able  to  attain  to 

a  clear,  judicious  and  faving  knowledge  of -the  true 
gofpel  of  Chrift. 

b  Niw  as  Jan-  8  Now  as  in  former  days  Jarmex  and  J  arr.br  cs  f , 
V. i hflaii  Mofe s*  tw0  ^mous  magicians  of  Egypt ,  pretended  to  vie  with 
fj  do  ibefe  life  Ntfe*  in  working  miracles,  and  fet  thcmfelves  up  a- 
refift  the  truth  gainft  him,  who  came  with  a  divine  commiflion  to  de* 
men  of  emupt;  ]ivcr  tfoe  ]f racist  ft  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage  ;  fo  theft: 
cwceraiog”  the  felfe  teachers  fet  up  themfelves,  and  their  errors,  with 
faith.  pretences  to  miracles,  in  oppolition  to  the  plain  trutii 

of  the  gofpel,  and  written  word  of  God,  and  to  the 
faithful  fervants  of  Chrift,  whom  he  has  fenl  to  preach 
deliverance  to  captives:  and  thefe  deceivers,  JifcC  fHbfp 
magicians,  are  men  of  depraved  and  vitiated  minds,  void 
of  judgment,  and  utterly  difapproved  (*J*um*»)  and  dif- 
owned  cf  God,  (fee  the  note  a  Cor.  xiil.  5.)  as  to  every 
thing  that  relates  to  the  pure  doctrine*  of  faith  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  gofpeUrevdation  of  them. 

9  Rot  they  '  ^  Bur it  is  a  fweet  fupport  and  comfort  in  the  mod 
furthetTfOT  their  perilous  rimes,  {ver.  1.)  to  be  allured,  as  we  may  ami 
i.'iiy  ihiit  be  mi-  ought  to  be,  that  thefe  men,  though  permitted  to  pro— 
»si:"e:t  utim  all  Cecd  very  far  in  their  pretended  miracles  and  deluftons, 
l‘!»  w»s.S  1  * lFS  1 '  are  under  a  divine  rcllraint,  and  ihall  certainly  in  God’s 
time  be  put  a  ftop  to,  and  make  no  further  ptogrefs ; 
but  fhall  be  entirely  confuted  and  overthrown  to  their 
own  con/ufion,  for  (*»**)  the  folly  and  madnefs  of  their 
finful  opinions:  and  their  methods  of  management,  (hall 
atlengthbe  difeovered  with  the  plaineft  evidence-to  the 
whole  world;  even  as  the  Egyptian  magicians,  after 
■  they  had  made  a  fair  (how  of  performing  fevered  mira¬ 
cles,  were  at  length  defeated,  and  expofed  to  open 
(ha me,  and  grievoully  tormented,  in  the  conteft,  which 
Mofes,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  bad  with  them,  (Exad. 
vii.  12.  and  viii.  I?,  19.  and  ix.  u.) 

.  to-  But,  to  guard  you  againlt  all  fucb  reducers  and 

□)ydoAriii«,inda-  their  corrupt  puncipks  and  practices  ot  every  It  mu,  1 
ncr  of  life,  pur*  would  remind  you  of,  and  recommend  to  your  imita- 
t*on>  w^at  you  have  feen  and  experienced  of  a  contra¬ 
ry,  patience,  *r 

NOTE. 

-  f  The  mmes  of  JaooeE  and  Jamhres  are  n otes  t«i  this  place,  in  the  *orks  of  the 

not  nrcotioned  in  any  part  of  the  03d*Tef-  learned  Mr  John  Gregory  t  (Part  f  *  Chap, 
umcilt ;  bat  arc  found*  with  a  little  varU-  15.)  And  fo  thcapoltta,  aimay  be  fuppofetf* 
don  of  fpeileg,  in  IWenl  aotLent  jewitli  take*  thtfe  injUnct*  fixmi  Jcwifh  *  riling* 
writers,  and  are  fpoken  of  as  the  princes  or  and  argue*  from  sheirown  authors,  that  were 
f,li‘c£s  r>f  the  magicians  :  Accounts  of  which  currently  received  by  people, 
arc  erdieclcd  aikrge  by  l)r  HacunonJ  hj  his 


II* 


n  PirfccU' 
lions,  a/Uifliuni 
which  came  unto 
mo  jit  Antioch, 
ax  Icon  Him,  « 
Lpyflri  ;  whiLt 
jicrkeu  lions  I  en¬ 
dured  ;  bpt  out 
of  them  all  the 
Lord  delivered 
me* 


ii  I'ea,  and 
all  that  lriHlive 
godly  in  Chrllt 
jefus  /halt  fuder 
pcijcvutnm. 


The  fecond  EpifiU  to  TimoTHT  paraphrafed.  Ch.  iii. 

ry.  ftrain  in.  my  behaviour.  You  who  have  fo  much  at¬ 
tended,  and  been  fo  intimately  acquainted  with  me,  have 
fought  after,  and  cannot  but  have  attained  to  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  excellent  doctrine  according  to  godlt- 
nefs,  that  1  have  always  taught ;  the  courfe  of  my  felf- 
denying,  holy,  and  religious  converfation,  agreeable  to 
it  i  the  fniccmy  and  fteadinefs  of  my  aims  and  purfuits 
for  promoting  tire  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  fouls  \ 
my  fidelity  in  preaching  the  pure  gofpciof  Chrift  under 
the  power  of  that  faith,  which  I:  my  fell  have  in  him,  and 
endeavour  to  propagate  to  others  •,  the  forbearance  and 
lenity  1  have  all  along  fhown  toward  the  weak,  the  ig¬ 
norant,  and  unteachable  :  the  love  I  havcfhewn  to  God 
and  Chrift,  and  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men,  whether 
friends  or  enemies,  and  cfpccially  to  all  that  love  the 
Lord  Jefus  in  linccrity  and  truth  ;  and  the  patience  that 
I  have  exercifed  toward  my  molt  violent  oppofers,  and 
under  their  rnoft  furious  outrage  againft  me. 

1 1  You  have  likewife  fully  known  what  fevere  per* 
fecutions,  and  extreme  fufferings,  to  the  utmoft  hazard 
of  my  life,  I  have  undergone,  wirh  holy  fortitude  and 
compofttre,  in  various  places  for  the  gofpel’s  fake,  as 
particularly  at  Antioch  in  Piftdta ■,  (A£U  xiii.  14,  45, 
50,)  at  Icon  him,  and' a  •  Lyftra,  two  cities  of  Lycaonia, 
in  the  lefier  Afia,  (Acts  xiv.  2,  5,  6, 19  *.)  but,  as  yon 
alfo  well  know,  the  Lord  Jefus,  whom  Iferve,  and  foe 
whofe  caufe  I  fuller,  flood  by  me,  fupporred  and  pre¬ 
ferred  me,  and  delivered  me  out  of  all  thofc  tribula¬ 
tions,  in  the  laft  of  which,  namely  at  Lyjira,  he  in  a 
miraculous  manner  reflored  my  life,  after  I  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  dead,  [ASti  xiv,  20.)  in  reflection 
therefore  on  thofe  wonderful  appearances  of  the  Lord 
for  me  in  all  my  troubles,  you  need  not  be  afraid  offuf- 
ferings  for  ChriJt  j  but  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  trull 
in  him  for  all  fcafonable  aififtances  and  confutations,  if 
you  arc  called  to  eodute  the  like. 

12  And  indeed  fuch  is  the  wiekednefs  and  violence 
of  the  prefent  and  approaching  days,  and  fuch  the  ge¬ 
neral  corruption  of  human  nacurein  all  ages,  that  who¬ 
mever  are  defirous  and  determined,  and  accordingly 
make  k  their  practice,  to  live1  after  a  truly  religious 

manner, 

Y  E. 

fafti  in  hi  town  town ;  and  the  epoftle  here 
to  him  about  his  troubles,  noi  only 
at  Lyftrat  butalfoar  Antioeh  and  Jco© iun>, 
£4  ro  one  that  bad  folly  known  them  opon 
the  fnreft  if  nol  hy  ocnlarf  dowon- 


N  O 

f  ' As  Timothy  was  an  inhabitant  of  I.y- 
ftra,  where  Paul  met  with  him,  Aft*  xvi  t. 
it  is  very  pro  Si  bio  (hut  he  w. la  an  tyowitntH* 
of  the  peopled  Honing  the  apnitle  there,  ^  ill 
they  thought  he  had  b««  d«d,  and  at  hii 

■wondertuilo  t^vivan^ afterwards;  oral  Itaft,  'Araituu* 
ht  could  not  be  ignorant  of  thole  no  tone  as 


Ch.  Hi. 


ti  Bat  e*il 
nxn  and  fciluccn 
£l»lt  want  Wi-rft 
aflfl  Wife,  de¬ 
ceiving,  and  be- 
ii»g  deceived. 


14  Bn*  confv 
rue  (Iwu  in  the 
thin^whiob  thm 
h:ift  learned,  and 
hll  been  afliiml 
of,  knowing  of 
whom  tht-u  baft 
Wmedj  ifaini 


t  j  An.f  1  hat 
from  a  child  thmi 
hilt  known  the 
holjr  fieripmres, 
which  are  able  ro 
make  ihce  wife 
(into  fakatto  \ 
tbrongh  faith 
wliicb  ii  In  Cnri  ft 
JeiiiS. 
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manner,  in  a  holy  profd&on  of  Chrift’s  name,  by  vir¬ 
tue  derived  from  him,  after  his  example,  and  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  rules  of  his  word,  they  will  be  expofed  to 
fufferings  for  his  fake}  and  fuch  is  the  appointment  of 
God  for  making  the  members  of  Chrilt  conformable  to 
their  head,  who  went  through  fulfertrgs  to  gtory,  that 
all  perfons  of  this  chara£tcr  mult  expe&  to  meet  with, 
ought  to  prepare  for,  and  will  certainly  more  or  lefs, 
in  one  form  or  other,  undergo  perfections  from  the 
hands  or  tongues  of  the  feed  of  the  old  ferpent,  that  ie 
ever  full  of  emmty  again (l  the  church. 

13  But  men  of  wicked  minds,  under  a  form  of  god- 
Briefs,  and  feducing  impoftors,  are  fo  far  from  fubmit- 
tingto  fufferiogs  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  that  they  will 
flick  at  nothing  to  avoid  them,  or  to  bring  them  upon 
others  that  do  not  fall  in  with  their  meafures;  They 
will  be  continually  going  further  and  further  into  vio¬ 
lence,  and  wickednefs,  and  all  that  is  bad  in  principle 
and  pr  aft  ice,  doing  what  in  them  lyes  to  draw  others 
into  erroneous  and  finful  paths  }  and  being  themfclves 
wanderers  from  the  truth,  and  the  greatefl  deceivers 
of  their  own  fouls,  as  will  mod  fully  appear  in  the 
general  apoftacy  of  the  la  ft  days  under  ant  i-cbrifti  art- 
powers. 

14  But  as  for  you,  my  dear  fon  Timothy ,  whatever 
others  do.  See  tlut  you  abide  petfeveringly,  ftedfaftly 
and  immoveably  in  the  belief,  profefiion,  and  preaching 
of  the  pure,  uncorruptcd  and  important  doctrines  of 
the  gofpcl,  which  you  have  embraced,  and  been  fully 
convinced  of,  upon  the  flnmgcit  and  mofl  fatisfying  evi¬ 
dence,  as  knowing  by  all  the  figos  of  apoftlefliip, 
which  hare  appeared  in  me,  that  I,  of  whom  you  have 
learned  them,  {cfysp.  i.  13.  and  ii.  2.)  am  no  lefs  than 
an  immediatljf  commifliuned  fcivant  of  jefus  Christ, 
who  have  taught  them  by  his  exprcTs  command,  and 
by  fpeclal  revelation  from  him  :  and  conlVquctitly,  that 
you  have  learned  them,  by  means  of  my  miniltry,  from 
Chrilt  himfelf,  who  b  the  Ameny  the  faithful  and  true 
Witnefs ,  and  cannot  poflibly  deceive  you. 

15  You  alfo  know,  and  are  very  well  affured,  that 
they  are  entirely  confonant  to  the  divine  oracles  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  which  may  well  be  called,  by  way  of 
eminence  and  difti action  from  all  human  writings, 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  they  were  indited  by  the  Holy 
Spirir,  and  delivered  by  holy  men  about  holy  things, 
(2  Peter  i.  21.)}  and  as  they  contain  all  the  principles 
of  holtiiefs,  with  all  directions,  obligations,  and  motives 
to  it,  and  arc  adapted,  and  bkilld  of  God,  to  make 

n&u 


it  4 
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ta  A1!  fcrip- 
tnrc  U  given  by 
in  fpi  ratio  ji  of 

and  u  pro- 
itfabJc  for  doe* 
trine,  for  rep!  oof, 
for  cor  region, 
for  inftmclion  in 
rij>hucuftieft  : 


men  holy  here,  in  order  to  a  Hate  of  complete  holinefs 
and  happinefs  hereafter.  In  the  knowledge  of  thofe  fa* 
cred  oracles,  you  have  been  educated  from  your  very 
childhood  up,  by  the  diligent  care  of  your  pious  mo¬ 
ther  and  grandmother,  [chap.  i+  5-)  who,  as  excellent 
examples  to  all  Chriftian  parents,  brought  you  betimes 
to  read  and  treafure  them  up  in  your  memory,  and  to 
confider  the  tntaning  of  them  f ;  which,  together 
with  the  gofpebrevelaticin,  as  combined  in  the  New 
TeQamenuwritings  now  extant,  are  fuch  a  comprehcn- 
five  fyflem  of  divine  things,  as  is  every  way  fullicienr, 
in  the  nature  of  means,  and  will  be  effectual,  through 
the  attending  light  and  influence  of  the  bUfled  Spirit, 
to  make  you  emphatically  wife;  wife  toward  God  and 
for  your  own  foul  :  wife  unto  an  undcrftamlmg  of  the 
way,  and  taking  the  courfe,  which  the  wifdom  and 
grace  of  God  have  appointed  in  his  word,  for  obraimng 
eternal  life,  not  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  through 
that  faith,  which  has  Jefus  thrift  for  its  objefl,  and  is 
led  to  truft  in  him  alone  for  all  falvation, 

16  All  the  facred  writings,  both  of  the  Old  and  New 
TdUment,  are  of  divine  original,  as  God,  by  his  Spi¬ 
rit,  directed  and  infpired  the  holy  penmen  to  deliver 
them  exactly  according  to  truth  ;  aud  they  are  ail  of 
great  and  excellent  ufe  and  advantage,  fome  in  one 
way  and  others  in  another^  either  for  revealing  import¬ 
ant  doflrin'es  concerning  God  and  outfdves,  our  duty 
to  him  and  one  another,  our  date  by  nature  and  by  grace, 
and  the  whole  {theme  of  falvation  thro*  a  Redeemer , 
or  for  reproving  and  convincing  of  fin  and  error,  and 
of  finners  and  bickflidcrs  from  the  truth  and  holinefs 
of  the  gofpel ;  or  for  rectifying  and  reforming  what  is 

amtfs 


N  O  T  E*  - 


+  T/r*  hih  fcritri&ttty  which  Timothy 
Knc'*'  trmn  a  child,  in  all  likelihood  through 
i*'C  care  and  pains  of  \\i\  rood  nu^hcr  and 
y.iMtu!  mother,  mwft  rebrtr  lo  tlic  11  Old  Tcf- 
;  beciulc  u  of  the  Sew 
Tcftaincnt' writings  we.v  Own  cx^nt  :  .And 
yet  thcio  ^ort  iiifticicnt  u>  make  him  uife  to 
litlvadoi)f  ih.iMich  faith  tr\  the  Mt  Ilian  (hat 
\rr.s  ■*>  come,  Vil  he  waa  revrakil  ;  and 
when  the  New  YrtUmctit  yrw  added  to  the 
OU,  nhich  by  is  tdnC  was  ac- 

qnamltd  with,  they  vers  fo indent  to  make 
iiim  u  ife  lalralL^n  through  faith  iA  Jefus 
Chrjft,  a*  the  true  Alerti/h,  who  had  actual* 
ly  appeared,  and  fnlfdhH  all  the  pans  ot  hrs 
cilice  cn  earth*  that  perilled  H  n  vs  itch: 
j\.id  if,  during  the  ftatcof  ihe  Old  Tctfa- 
r^cn:-chn:^ht  their  fci  ip  Cures  were 
io  n lie  to  ikfv^tjoji,  thro'  fttli 

:ht  p:cauild  :oiii  >  muds  mote,  thru* 


faith  i a  i he  actually  evhibjterf*  Saviour, 
mud  aft  the  jjifpticd  writings,  taken  ?vjt- 
iher  under  ihc  wofpeOfUi!:,  lx  fi?  *  m*il  oi 
the  New  Teifeineni*  wettings  ha  »ng  been 
chtant  before  thU  cpUlle  wjs  tent  to  Tim'i- 
thy.  Though  ihei'cfnre  gofpel- light  un¬ 
doubtedly  far  e^cttdi  all  that  ever  v.-cni  Le^ 
/t>re  it;  <u d  though  it  onu<H  be  faid,  tbil 
*'  every  part"  of  icripuite  is  “  ibfolutely 
lt  ncceltiry"  to  he  known  xn  order  to  f4**- 
licm ;  yet  they  sic  ait  proti  table  in  their  plset^ 
si  ihfilSbbk  and  inifiim!  wriiings  for  crfcii- 
Jest  and  imponaitt  piirpofd  ;  ver*  1 6 .  (See 
my  Standing  Hie  of  (he  Scriptures/*)  And 
nt>u/  **  the  whole  cannon  of  feripturc1'  U 
eomplraied,  unJcr  divine  tnfpiratien  of  the 
New,  as  ttdi  as  of  chu  <JM  Tefhmcnf,  thcie 
can  Lc  need  of  the  addition  oi  any  doc* 
liir*e$,  or  prcccpif,  to  direct  our  faith, 
prioiecj  that  ti  t;  dol  cciiubed  b*  thc^r. 


a*  a. 
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amife;  or  for  dire&ion,  in  a  way  of  faith  and  obrdi* 
ence*  unto  the  obtaining  of  righteouftiefs  both  for  jui- 
ttficauort  and  fan ctifi cation,  that  we  may  be  accounted 
righteous  in  Chrift*  and  derive  all  renewing  and  puri¬ 
fying  grace  and  aiEftance  from  him,  for  the  performing 
of  every  duty*  and  making  us  holy  in  heart  and  life. 
That  the  J?  And  theTe  feriptures,  taken  altogether  as  eihibi- 
Tiwn  a  G<>d  ting 'Old  Ttflament-types  and  figures,  prophecies  and 
thmnrhiyPerffu^  Prom,^ls>  an(*  New  TVttaineiu- light  and  accomplifb- 
jivfliaf  unto  all  ments,  and  the  phintft  difeovtries  of  Chriit  in  his  per- 
fi° wk*  fen  and  offices*  and  as  prtferibing  duties  of  every  kind, 
are  a  perfect  rule  of  faith  and  practice  ;  and  contain  alt 
that  can  be  neceflary,  not  only  to  make  a  complete 
Chriltian*  whp,  according  to  divine  appointment,  de¬ 
votes  himfelf,  as  fuch,  to  the  fervice  of  God;  but  alfo 
a  complete  minifter  of  Chrift,  whom  God  has  fetapart 
for  himfelf  to  declare  his  mind  and  will  to  others;  and 
fo  they  are  fuited,  in  the  nature  of  means,  throughly 
to  inftroA*  fit  and  furmfh  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  for 
a  due  undemanding  and  performance  of  every  good 
work  that  he  is  called  to,  relating  to  God,  himfelf,  and 
others. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

_Wc  need  nnt  wonder  if  oar  lot  be  c.tft  in  perilous  times,  cither  through  the 
viokiicc  u:  perlt euiious>  or  through  corruptions  in  doctrines  ami  manners ;  fmet: 
the  word  of  God  has  foretold  them.  And,  ala^  \  How  many  ftrifith,  worldly- 
minded,  vain-glorious,  proud,  ungrateful  and  impious  profrfTors  are  there  lit  our 
day,  efpecially  in  the  apoflatc- church  of  Rgwc  1  How  many  have  thrown  off  na¬ 
tural  aftttibn,  and  all  obligations  to  filial  and  povutnl  duty  ;  And  have  given 
themftlves  up  to  fahhood  treachery,  Hinder,  rafhntft,  infoknee,  ami  every  furi¬ 
ous  and  inordinate  part) on,  and  fcrdWJ  p'enfnre,  in  preference  to  God  himfelf! 
Ami  how  grievous  is  it,  that  any  Ihould  indulge  to  ad  this  under  the  maik  ol'an 
external  profeflkm  of  godlinefs,  "while  they  arc  jverfo  to  its  power  in  their  heart:; 
and  lives  *  and  that  men  of  fuch  corrupt  minds  (houM  artfully  mimuatc  thtmil-lvca 
into,  and  captivate  weak  and  ignorant  people,  who  are  governed  and  ndlLJ  by 
Jicftd  appetites,  and  are  perpetually  following  new  teacher*  and  m-w  ti-iuga, 
are  lb  difeoncerled  thereby,  as  never  to  aMain  to  a  right  know-edge  of  the  truth 
of  the  gofjjeH  The  firducers  of  Lbrh  arc  wicked  tnen,  and  difii  hi  roved  of  Cod,  as 
utterly  dcltiuue  of  true  faith,  whatever  their  pretences  l >e;  and  therefore  it 
l^ho^es  all  tmnifters  and  Chriftians  ro  have  ^inthin^  to  do  with  them  in  mas¬ 
ters  of  religion.  Welled  be  God,  that  all  their  to  the  gofp*]  U  mi*kr 

hi?  control;  and  that,  tho'  they  may  be  permitted  to  r:n  great  lengths*  they  a* 
laft ,  like  the  £^p/w//-magidan$,  flnll  be  confuted,  put  a  flop  to,  nnd  ixpo&J  to 
open  fliame.  But  0  what  an  engaging  pian,  ora  contrary  Arafn,  h^r  we  in  the 
great  apotfle\*do&rine,  manner  of  life,  Heady  vkws  to  the  honour  of  Cb  rift  and 
the  good  of  fouls ;  audio  Ms  fnith  and  faithinlneft,  icnily,  love  ami  patience! 
Though  be  fullered  the  greateft  perfections;  vet  the  Lord  was  with  him  in  them, 
and  amazingly  detivered'him  out  of  them.  What  ;m  encouragement  is  this  to  be¬ 
lievers,  and  faithful  fervants  of  Omit,  under  any  tribitkuorij  which  they  may  ex¬ 
pert  and  meet  with  for  his  fake  I  While  others  t lit* rcfmv  wav  work  an  1  v.vwic, 
under  the  power  of  Go  and  error,  how  concerned  feo'.dd  we  be  to  ccrtimie  fte*!- 
fift  in  the  faith,  prof^Hum,  and  practice  of  thofo  thiinr^  t  hr,;  we  have  Lanicd 
i'ro^i  the  apoltle^j  aud  other  facred  v*  rbines  of  the  Gul  and  New  TeS*ot'< T:f  : 
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Tkcy  arc  all  mfpire-d  of  Cod  ;  Parents  fliould  carty  teach  them  to  their  children; 
at«i  they  arc  fuflirient  to  make  us  wife  to  frlratioi^  through  faith  in  Chrift  Jcfus, 
and  t(»  ^nf'wr  alitht*  ptirpuks  of  truth  and  holinds,  of  refutation  of  error,  and 
reformation  of  man  non,  and  ofitiftruHion  in  the  way  of  nghteoufnefs,  to  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God*  and  the  falvation  of  our  ovrn  fouls;  and  they  are  fuch  a  perfect  rule  of 
ail  that  ?it a  he  IvJieveri  ami  done*  that  mini  Iters  and  people  may  find  the  whole 
compafc'of  iht-ir  duty  in  them,  and  be  throughly  fitted}  by  their  means,  for  per- 
formids  it,  through  divine  hghr,  and  grace  in  every  infiance  here,  tijl  all  be  com¬ 
pleted  lt\  a  better  world. 


CHAP*  IV. 

Tkc  apq/Ilc  my/I  folemnty  charges  Timothy  to  be  diligent  in  bis  miniJlerU 
ai  work,  though  many  will  not  endure  found  doftriney  1,-5*  Enforces 
the  charge  from  a  confide  rat  ion  of  bis  own  approaching  marytrdcm% 
which  would  have  a  glorious  iffuct  6, — 8,  deftres  him  to  come  fpeedity 
tohimj  and  bring  Mark  and  certain  mentioned  things  along  with  himt 
9* — 13*  Cautions  hi&  agaui/i  Alexander  the  copper -finis  by  and  com¬ 
plains  of fuch  as  had  defer  fed  him  ;  but  prays  for  them*  and  exprejfes 
his  fait  by  as  to  his  prtfervalim  to  the  heavenly  kingdom^  14* — 18* 
and  concludes  withfilutations  and  bis  ufual  btnediEiinn3  1 9^—2 1. 


Tskt, 

T  ChaTgv  thet 

*  thcretoTc  hdort 
0*1-  and  *i'e 
Lordjdii*  Chrifi, 
^  wlio  (tail '  judge 
the  quick  and  the 
(fnt  a:  hk  aji- 
peiHng,  and  bis 
kingdom : 


%  Preach  the 
Mtfrd*  he  inflant 
in  feafoe,  cut  of 
ftaiba  reprove, 
rebuke, 


Paraphrase. 

OlNGE  you  arc  and  will  be  furrounded  with  many 
adversaries,  and  ace  ftf  richly  furnilhed  Tor  main¬ 
taining  the  truth  agstnft  them  ;  and  fince  all  feripture, 
whiph  you  are  fo  well  acquainted  with,  is  of  divine  o- 
riginal,  and  of  fuch  extensive  ufe  and  advantage,  as  has 
been  but  now  obferved,  {chap.  tu.  l  j,— -17.)  1  folemn- 
ly  lay  the  following  injunction  upon  your  conference, 
with  regard  to  your  faithfully  difenarging  the  work  of 
an  Evangtlirt,  as  in  the  light  and  prefence  of  the  all- 
feeing  God,  and  the  heart-fearching  Saviour,  {Rev.  ». 
23.)  and  as  you  wilbanfwer  it  at  the  bar  of  the  Lord 
Chrift,  and  before  him,  when  he  lhaM  come  to  judge 
all  mankind,  even  all  thatfliall  be  alive,  or  dead  and 
laifed  again,  at  his  glorious  appearance,  in  the  great 
day  of  account,  and  at  his  finiGiing  the  whole  defign 
cf  his  mediatorial  kingdom;  and  being  revealed  in  all  the 
glory  of  hjs  heavenly  kingdom,  in  which  he,  as  God,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  will  reign,  as  in  his 
cfTcntul  kingdom,  and  in  which'  he,  as  the  Head  and 
King  of  the  church,  will  reign  with  a  vifible  pre-emi¬ 
nence,  and  they  fhaU  reign  in  and  with  him,  in  all  pof* 
fible  dignity,  grandeur  and  delight  for  ever  and  ever, 
(See  the  note  on  1  Cor.  xv.  24.) 

2  What  I  this  awfully  charge  upon  you,  as  with  a 
religious  oath,  is  this,  proclaim  aloud  (Kir'S**)  and  with 
all  authority  and  boldnefs,  like  one  of  Ohrid’s  heralds, 

:  thd 


trine* 
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tchukt,  ndwrt  theinfpired  word  of  God,  as ’tis  profitable  for  do£frine  *; 
nith  *H  long.lbf*  pr^3Ch  it  with  earncltnefs  and  diligence  on  the  Lord’s 
tering  iwl  doe*  2n«t  on  other  days,  in  times  of  peace  and  of  per¬ 

fection,  in  public  and  private,  on  Rated  and  proper 
occafional  opportunities,  when  ’t is  more  or  lefs  likely  to 
do  good,  as  one  that  fows  his  feed  in  the  morning  and 
in  the  evening,  not  knowing  which  (hall  profper,  (Eccf. 
jj.  6,) ;  Apply  the  word,  as  there  may  be  occafion, 
for  reproof,  to  convince  gainfayers  of  their  errors ;  for 
reprehending  G  liners  and  baclaliders,  to  reclaim  and  re¬ 
form  them  i  and  for  counfelling,  exhorting  and  encou¬ 
raging  believers,  to  go  on  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs : 
InGft  on  thefe  various  parts  and  ufrs  of  the  word,  with 
all  meeknefs,  patience,  constancy  and  perfeverance;  and 
in  a  free  open  and  faithful  declaration  of  the  whole  coun- 
fcl,  of  God,  without  adding  to  it,  or  taking  from  "it, 
or  altering  and  corrupting  it,  whatever  difficulties, 
trials,  and  oppoGtion  you  may  meet  with  on  that  account* 

3  For  as  already  there  begins  to  be;  fo  in  a  little 
while,  and  yet  more  in  procefs  of  time,  there  will  be 
perilous  days,  when  men  of  corrupt  minds,  as  I  have 
before  warned  you,  (chap,  iti*  j,— 8,  13.)  will  be  fo  net¬ 
tled  at  the.wholefome,  pure,  unmixed  do&rine  of  the 
gnfpel,  that  tney  will  not  bear  to  hear  it ;  but,  being 
enraged  againft  it,  thro*  their  own  pride,  lufts,  paffions, 
and  prejudices,  will  feekont,  and  multiply  to  tbemfelves  - 
fuch  falfe  teachers,  as  (hall  tickle  their  ears  with  new 
notions,  and  uufcriptural  difeourfes,  that  pteafe  their 
fancies,  and  are  agrerable  to  their  own  vitiated  tafte. 

4  And  through  rhe  love  of  novelty,  that  will  gratify 
their  curiofity  and  corrupt  inclinations,  they  will  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  will  eagerly 
laften  after,  and  fondly  embrace,  every  vain,  empty, 

1 1  tiling,  and  fculelefc  ftory,  like  JewiJb  fables  and  tradi¬ 
tions,  {1  71™,  i.  4.}  co  divert  and  amufc  theitlfelres, 
and  keep  their  own  confidences  cafy. 

5  But  as  for  you,  my  dear  Ton  Timothy,  be  upon  youf 
guard  agatnfl  all  fuch  lore  of  people  and  their  errors  ; 
and  watch  for  all  opportunities  of  confuting  them,  and 
eltablifhing  the  truth  in  oppoikinn  to  them  ;  Watch  a- 
gainft  all  temptations  ;  watch  over  your  own  fpirit  and 
conduct  at  all  times,  and  in  all  circumftarfces ;  and 
watcb  for  the  fouls  of  thnfe  that  are  committed  to  youy 
care,  {Hcb.  xiti.  17.)  :  Submit  with  meeknefs  to,  and 

fuftain 

NOTH. 

*  Kert  to  me  to  be  a  reference  to  therefore  feveral  paf]k|ffi  In  thii  verfc  m 
jhe  fever^i,  nfiss  of 14  the  w«rd  or  fcHpturej'1  paraphrufed  io  corrc'jpon deuce  to  that* 
vhidi  had  hern  fpecified*  chap,  iiL  id*  and 


3  Jor  the  time 

•rll  comt,  *hco 
they  «iil  not  trj; 
dure  florid  doc* 
t;ioe;  bat  after 
t!*cir  own  fw(Ts 
AaJI  rJi<y  heap  io 
them 'elves  teacb^ 
cts  having  itch- 
1111*  ears. 


4  And  they 
/hall  turn  away 
ik<rir  cars  from 
the  truth,  and 
(hall  be  turned 
unto  fables. 


j  lint  F*tch 
thoJ  in  HI  filings,, 
eoduic  s  , 

>  ihe  wurt  nf  Kit 

irwke 

full  proof  of  thy 
luinUtrv* 


11$  73 *  fieond  Epifilt  to  Timothy  paraphrafed Ch.  iv. 


<  For  I  am 
now  ready  to  be 
offered,  and  the 
time  my  de¬ 
picture  isai  hind. 


7 1  have  fought 
*  good  fight,  I 
hare  fimfh=rl  my 
fourfc,  r  hare 
kept  the  faith. 


fuflain  with  fortitude  arid  patience,  whatever  tribula¬ 
tions  your  adverfaries  may  bring  upon  you;  Notwith- 
ftamltng  u!3  their  attempts  to  dilhearten  and  (Hence  you, 
go  on  in  tire  name  and  (Length  of  the  Lord  with  your 
work,  a$  an  Evangelift;  and  thoroughly  perform  ail  the 
parts  of  your  mitriftry  with  fidelity,  care,  and  diligence, 
to  the  conviction  of  gainfayers*  and  approving  yourfelf 
to  the  confciences  of  true  believers,  I  give  this  as  my 
final  charge,  that  you  may  attend  to  it  after  I  am 
dead  and  gone,  and  can  no  longer  advife  you,  or  help 
forward  the  work  of  the  Lord  with  you, 

6  For,  to  ullude  to  the  Jewl/b  libations,  or  pouring 

out  of  the  wine  upon  their  facrifices,  (fee  the  pamphrafe 
on  Phil,  ii*  17*)  l  am  juf^  ou  the  point  of  pouring  out 
ttiy  blood  as  a  martyr  fur  Chrift,  and  am 

already  willing  to  be  offered  up,  as  a  facrifice,  not  of 
atonement,  which  Cbrift  has  perfectly  made  by  the  one 
offering  of  biftifelf  \  but  of  acknowledgment,  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  gofpd  which 
I  am  going  to  Teal  with  my  blood  *  ;  and  I  am  fully  af- 
fured,  that  the  time  of  uiy  diflolutton,  (avxav*fsf}  when 
my  foul  will  depart  from  the  body,  and  from  earth  to 
heaven,  to  be  ever  with  rj;e  Lord,  and  when  my  body 
(hall  be  dHTolved  into  its  original  duff,  is  fo  near  and 
certain,  that  it  may  be  confide  red  as  if  it  were  actually 
come  to  pafs, 

7  In  this  fituarion  I  can  look  backwards  and  forward 
with  the  grcareil  pleafure :  In  a  review  of  what  the 
grace  of  God  has  done  for  me,  and  by  me,  I  have  the 
comfortable  witnefs  of  his  Spirit  and  of  my  own  con¬ 
ference,  that  !  have  been  enabled,  in  a  good  degree,  to 
war  the  heft  of  warfares,  in  tbtf  bed  caufe,  even  in  the 
catife  of  Chrift  agatnft  all  his,  my  own,  and  the  church's 
fpi ritual  enemies  5  and  to  behave  like  a  good  combatant 
agatnft  them,  and  like' a  good  foldier  ot  Jcfus  Chrift, 
with  courage,  fidelity,  and  fuccefs  in  fighting  his  battle, 
under  his  banner,  as  the  Captain  of  faivariou;  f  1  have 
held  on  mv  way  thro'  alt  the  trials,  labours  and  difficul¬ 
ties  that  I  have  been  called  to,  as  a  miniffer  and  a 
Chriftian  ;  have  run  with  patience  the  race  that  was  fct 

before 


N  0 

*  The  ipolllc  fptalc*  whh  confidence  of 
tfcU  44  departure  u  at  JuihI,*’  and  mrjhr  be 
"fully  fltisfibd,  cither  by  itumedtete  revektio  r\ 
Vr  by  vlat  be  haul  obimot  of  Ncro'j 
per  *iul  behavuMr  in  Ilia  foil  apology,  v^r. 

dr  bad  beard  finer,  that  he  would  he 
^condemned  (a  death,  rhen  he  Ihoukl  be  rai¬ 
ded  forth  to  lake  hi*  fccorul  tml. 

7  The  ttnrn  ufcj  iq  t hi*  and  the  next 


T  E. 

piflage  are  ajonirtteal,  in  aJlufton  Jo  the 
com  kit  1  and  race  to  the  GrteUn  gamt«  : 
But  ^  the  life  of  miniftcrs  itvj  Chriniaos  is 
oficn  compared  to  a  warfare*  and  theapo* 
file  had  dtrefh^l  Timothy  to  “  cadurcbard- 
ct  nciy*  a*  a  good  foldier  of  Jdui  Chrift, 
chap.  ii,  $*  I  have  eanfiderci  the  foil 
cUuie  of  this  vetfe  in  that  allufiun  a 11b. 


Ch.  It. 


9  Hmrcforih 
fljcrc  n  laid  «P 

for  me  i  crown 
of  righreouffreis 
urhU'U  the  Lord 

ihc  ri^Wtcoi'.s 
Judge  Hull  give 
me  at  that  day  ; 
and  not  to  me 
o:\Wf  blit  unto 
them  alfo  that 
lo\c  his  appear* 


9  Do  thy  dili¬ 
gence  to  come 
fhortly  unto  me* 


The  feccnd  Epifik  to  Timotht  partphrafed*  Hity 

before  me  ;  and  have  now  in  a  manner  compleated  my 
courfe  of  life  and  obedience,  fufferings  and  fer vices  ; 
and  am  got  juft  to  the  goal ;  And  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  this  combat  and  race,  I  have  maintained 
the  purity  of  the  riofhtnes  of  what  may  be  emphatical¬ 
ly  called  the  faithy  (fee  Jude ,  vet.  3.)  have  lived  by 
faith  upon  them,  and  been  faithhal  in  profiling,  pu- 
blifhing  and  defending  them,  and  living  anfwerable  to 
them,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  iny  own 
and  other  fouls,  ver*  8. 

8  And  the  rich  experience  I  have  had  of  the  grace 
of  God,  which  has  been  with  me,  to  adift,  animate 
and  fucceed  my  labours,  all  along  to  the  very  dole  of 
life,  (1  Cor *  zv.  to*)  raifes  my  joyful  hope  and  confi¬ 
dence,  in  looking  forward,  that  wbat  now  remains  is  to 
receive  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God,  {Phil*  lit* 
14,)  which  is  hid  up  in  Chrift,  and  referved  iu  heaven 
for  me  5  even  a  glorious  crown  of  Ufe  that  fadeth  not  a * 
wayt  (James  ft  12*  and  1  Peter  ft  4*  and  v*  4*)  and 
is  infinitely  fuperior,  in  worth  and  dignity,  to  all  the 
withering  garlands  and  crowns  of  earthly  conquerors} 
and  may  be  called  a  crown  of  rightcoufisefsf  as  it  is  given, 
on  account  o£  the  Redeemer’s  merir,  only  to  righteous 
perfons,  and  confifts  in  the  perfection  of  all  righteouf- 
nefs  and  true  holinefs,  which  I  dial  I  be  made  partaker 
of  by  the  free  gift  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  impar¬ 
tial  Judge  of  all,  who  proceeds  upon  principles  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  in  fidelity  to  his  proinifcs,  and  in  making  his 
rewards  of  grace,  as  well  as  of  juftice,  according  to 
the  rule  of  his  word,  by  fcntencing  impenitent  Tinners 
to  everlafiing  punifhmem  fnr  their  iniquities,  and  true 
believers  ta  cverlafting  life  for  his  own  righteoufnefs 
fake,  at  the  great  day  of  his  coming  to  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead,  (ver,  !*);  and  he  will  give  this  glorious 
crown,  not  meiely  to  me,  as  if  no  others  wece  to  be 
crowned  befides  nn*,  but  he  allured,  for  the  encourage* 
mem  of  your  own  foul*  and  of  all  his  lairhful  followers 
and  fervants,  that  he  will  certainly  vln  the  fame  to  every 
one,  that  realizes  by  faith,  and  with  plcafure,  and  fuit- 
able  preparation,  waits,  looks,  longs  and  hopes  for  his 
fccond  illuftrious  appearing,  when  he  will  come  to  he* 
glorified  in  his  faint  s9  and  admired  in  all  them  that  be¬ 
lieve*  (2  The  IE  ft  io<) 

£  In  the  mean  while,  left  ft  be  foon  too  late,  make 
all  polGMe  Iratle  in  coming  to  me,  who  greatly  want  to 
impart  feme  further  in  ft  ructions  to  you,  and  (houto  be 
much  comforted  to  fee  you,  as  being  now  in  a  manner 
alone* 


10  For 


220 
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to  For  Demis 
bath  fnrlbkcn 
me^  hiving  Io- 
■Mil  ibis  prtTccit 
world,  and  is  dc- 
partcdunioThef- 
ialonia  :  Crci- 
«ns  to  Galatia, 
Tims  unto  Dai- 


ii  Only  Lake 
is  with  me* 
Tuk«  Mark  an:] 
bring  him  with 
Thee  :  for  he  is 
protirahle  V>  me 
fcr  ihc  miuiftry. 


it  And  Ty- 
cMrus  have  I 
Iwt  to  Ephcfiis* 


13  The  doke 
that  I  left  at 
Troas 


io  For  Demtiij  who  has  been  a  fellow-labourer  and 
might  have  been  of  fexvice  to  me  in  my  prefent  diffi¬ 
cult  circtimftances,  has fliamefuUy  deferted  me;  be  be¬ 
ing  afraid  to  run  any  rifle  in  owning  and  Handing  by 
me,  through  too  great  a  love  of  the  eafe,  honour,  fafe- 
ty  and  accomodations  of  this  prefent  in  [haring  world  ; 
and  he  of  his  own  head,  under  the  power  of  temptation, 
has  retired  to  Tbcjfahntca^  the  metropolis  of  Mttcfdonia^ 
where  be  hopes  to  get  out  of  the  danger  he  would  be 
expofed  to  here  f ;  Crefceus  is  gone,  with  my  approba* 
tlon,  on  important  affairs,  to  Galatia^  as  Tit  sit  alfo  is 
to  Dalmatic * 

ti  Luke*  the  beloved  p  by  Golan,  {Col*  tv,  4.)  is  the 
only  fellow-labourer  that  remains,  amlchoofesto  be  with 
me,  and  aftiflant  to  me :  And  as  I  (hould  be  glad  to 
have  the  company  of  fome  other  faithful  brethren,  I  de¬ 
fire  thut  when  you  come,  according  to  my  expectation 
and  hope,  you  would  bring  Mark  along  with  you,  (fee 
the  note  on  Col,  iv<  10.)  fox  he  may  be  of  great  fervice 
to  me,  in  going  on  meffages,  and  fubferving  my  mini- 
Aerial  work,  the  little  time  I  may  have  to  live. 

12  I  greatly  need  his,  as  well  as  your  affiftance*  ; 
for  I  have  lately  di  [patched  Tychicus >  on  urgent  occx- 
Cons,  to  my  friends  .at  Ephcfus ;  and  I  dearly  mifs  bis 
company,  who  is  a  beloved  brother,  and  a  faithful  mi- 
nifter  in  the  Lord,  {EpL  vi,  21-)  and  whom  1  have 
often  fent  on  errands  to  various  per  fans  and  churches, 
when  I  could  not  be  with  them  myfelf.  {AElt  xx.  4,  5- 
CqL  iv,  7*  and  Tit ,  iii,  12.) 

13  The  cl  etc  which  I  left,  when  I  was  laft  at  Treaty 
with  our  friend  Garfui>  might  be  of  good  ufeto  me 

here 


is?  o 

■f  The  apoftk  Calls  Demas  hti  **  fellow- 
p  labourer,”  (Philern,  ver*  *4..}  and  tpciks 
h jt  pining  in  a  ialmatbn  with  Luke  the 
Woved  pbyhvian3  (Cob  iv,  14  )  He  there¬ 
fore  appears  to  hare  been  a  mruiier  of  Ibme 
c£«m  formerly  with  the  apoftle,  but  a  man 
fit'  in  timorous  and  worldly  a  fpirit,  as  io 
forjake  bin?  in  hit  difficult  ctrourdhnce,  un¬ 
der  an  apprehcnfioD  of  danger  to  himfelf,  as 
the  dilciplcs  did  our  Lord  m  the  time  of  his 
extremity:  Howerer,  we  cannot  certainly 
conclude  tumcci  fling  hi  ro  any  mo  re  than  con* 
ctjninj  them,  thitne  turned  utter  apoftate, 
Though  he,  as  wdi  as  they*  afted  a  moil  un- 
becoming  unworthy  and  criminal  pa;r,  un¬ 
der  ihe  power  of  tcrnpi>t?on,  and  of  too 
Aroog  an  attachment  to  lUU  Hfc-aud  fcs  coiv- 
«srui;  accordingly  the  apoftle  lets  a  black 
noon  him,  inditiin^ion  front  Grcfcens 
*nd  Titus,  of  whom  he  only  lays,  they 
war  2c*k;,  inie  to  GaUrU>  a  province  of  the 


E  S, 

iefier  Alia,  and  the  other  to  Dalroa^ii,  3 
cn «mry  in  the  foot  hern  pan  of  [HyricD3>, 
(f:e  the  note  on  Rom*  <v.  r.)  to  which  pla¬ 
ces  he  probably  had  fent  them  on  fomc  mef- 
fages,  or  other  bufiorfs  of  conhderjbic  erm- 
fccpience  Who  C«1«ns  was  U  quite  oncer- 
lain,  we  having  no  other  account  of  him  : 
But  as  he  is  here  men  Honed  juft  :n  the  fame 
manner  with  Titus,  it  is  pnJjahlc  he  was  a 
minifler*  and  Rood  wok  in  (he  tjioflU’s  t* 
HeeTn. 

*  The  particle  {J>)  here  rendered  and^  is 
fonrtimes  aula),  and  tranfljitd  firt  as  in 
Luke.jtiii  4(1.  Aftsrii*  as,  1  The  IT,  ii,  ic, 
and  i  Tim.  iut  j. :  and  thus  1  think  it  nuy 
betaken  in  this  place,  as  afti^ning  a  further 
reafon  of  Paul's  defiring  Mark,  as  well  as 
Timothy  to  come  to  him;  or,  pcrhtpf,  he 
(fcntTychicus  to  Lphcfus  to  fiipply  Timo- 
thy  s  pLcc,  wh^n  Ue  Ihould  come  to  Hame* 


22  r 


Chi  m  The fecond Epijlle  is  Timothy  p&raphrafed* 


Troas  with  Car* 
jiu&f  when  thou 
t  nncfl  ,  bring 
ivi th  fie*,  and  the 
tnoks,  b*t  d]fC' 
i  iAlj  the  parch- 

Dl'Dli. 

14  Aleunder 
the  ot)ppcr*fmltK 
did  me  much  c- 
vii  :  the  Lord  re¬ 
ward  him.  accord* 
Iitg  to  bU  works* 


tj  Of  whom 
k  titan  '■fare  jJ* 
Jo  :  for  be  hath 
^ivatly  with  flood 
vor  words- 


id  At  my  firfl 
an- 


beret;  therefore  I  beg  you  would  take  care  to  bring  it 
with  you,  When  you  come  to  me,  as  alfb  the  feveral 
books  which  I  left  there;  but,  above  all,  fail  not  to 
bring  the  important  parchments  that  are  aUu  iiv  bis 
cuft  ody. 

14  Alexander  the  infamous  copperfmith  has  been 
my  bittek  enemy ;  a  moft  malicious  inftrumenr,  who  has 
falfety  accufed,  and  been  very  injurious  to  me.  (See 
the  notes  on  xix.  33,  and  1  Tim .  i.  20.)  I  leave 
him,  as  an  utter  and  irreclaimable  apoftatc,  to  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God  v,  ho  will  call  him  to  a. 
fevere  account,  and  recompense  tribulation  to  him,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  juft  defert  of  his  evil  deeds,  when  the 
Lord  JefusjhaU  be  revealed  from  heaven  to  take  ven¬ 
geance  on  all  his  enemies  and  impenitent  unbelievers,. 
(2  TMf.  i.  6, — <>.) 

15  I  would  therefore  warn  you  to  have  a  watchful 
eye  as  I  have  had,  upon  that  man.  Avoid  him  as  an 
excommunicated  perfon,  (1  T';;n.  i.  20.)  and  take  heed 
left  he  ferve  you  and  others  of  the  fervjnts  and  people 
of  God,  as  bafely  as  he  has  me  :  For  he  has  violently 
fet  himfelf  again  ft,  and  fliffly  oppofed  the  gofpcl  of 
falvation,  which  I  and  you  preach  to  all  forts  of  Un¬ 
iters,  Gentilei  as  well  as  Jewst  through  faith  in  (Thrift 
Jefus. 

16  When  I  was  brought  upon  my  Crfl  trial,  and  then 

made 


NOTES. 

+  X  have  taken  the  word  (fiwtav)  iti  th*  which  might  hsve  been  of  me  to  Tiim  To  Td 
fon/d  of  our  trail  fl  itors  to- mean  Jt  a  dnke,* 


which  might  be,  either  the  pallium,  that  be- 
to  the  apoftle,  as  a  Roman  d*u=u 
sir  air  upper  garment,  which  he  ufn*Uy  wore 
at  inclement  fcifrus,  and  would  need  in  a 
cold  prifon,  as  the  winter  was  coming  on 
filter*  take  ibis  word  to  fignify  *■  a  roll,” 
xnd  others  a  **  bag,  bouk-cafc*  box, 
dicil  /*  or  fomc  repofiiory  in  which  PahI'i 
boobs  and  parchments  were  kept.  And  as 
the  ancients  had  two  forte  of  hooks,  one  10 
the  form  of  leave*  and  of  parchment, 
or  01  paper  made  of  the  Egyptian  Papyri!* ; 
ar:d  the  other  of  like  materials,  rolled  up 
wlicn  laid  slide*  and  unrolled  when  opened 
for  nfep  The  books  here  men  Cloned  feeni  to 
have  been  11  the  firft,  and  parchments  the 
**  feconiT  of  ihefe  forts  of  hooks,  which, 
beoufc  tolled  up,  were  called  volumes.  What 
was  cantoned  in  them  Is  both  a  curious  and 
frmtiefs  inquiry*  that  neither  needs,  no* 
can  be  fans  tied  ;  But  as  the  ajiufllc  Ltd  fo 
particular  an  enophahs  on  the  parchments, 
i,r>vc  have  conjcfturcd,  that  they  might 
Lc  the  volumes  of  the  Old  Teftimcm ;  o* 
the  c^py  of  his  freedo  n  as  a  Roiu-a, 


trial*  1  mc  fjriirin.ds  f'f  the  tjiH’ies* 

th  t  h  ■  Tiid  fine  or  vccdT^l  from  tcvazt 
chinch^,  v  !:;:!»  'be  w;m!J  hvt  \u  Ivy's 

CuI'toHy.  The  *tv>1Uc  therefore  o»de»ed  him 
to  hviiif  thefr  tbrnrs,  that  then  l.y  hi  the 
han :L  nr'  Cirpu*  at  Troas ,  Aii  his  is  1  be ouiy 
place  who'C  Carpus  is  nuj’^itnif-dj  *vc  kaour 
litdc  of  hit  chtf^icicT  j  ho:  he  ferms  to  hare 
been  ilic  a  po^L’s  L  of  -  jt  T-.\as.  and  a  faithful 
brother,  In  wh^vri  hr  pLvcd  fj  much  ennh* 

deuce,  ast:i  I<mvc  rhm^s,  lot  which  he  had 
fo  grant  a  valise,  u::iLf  Ids  eait 

t  The^p-il;I,T  pi.>E:--.[c  knew  by  hairedi- 
ate  revcLfioi’.,  ;1  Ah  junior  wr.<  a  mils- 
dons,  ohfiin.ite,  enemy  to 

Chrif;:anky,  wivjtn  thji  .hid  given  up  ti» 
hardnefsot  heiit:  ami  there  tore  if  hs 
prccarcd  a  due  rew.vd  of  hU  i-ihjuity  upon 
him.  that  is  yule  f  \w  ao  *h>  the  like  on 
pcifons  nf  whom  we  cannot  iinvr  the  tame 

allunuce  :  Bu:  lome  cp;?d  copies  read  tb 
reward  !dnt  aceurdir ^ 
u*  tt>  hi?;  tM)ik>  <■*  {Viu*  Mill*  in  Lt>r..)at»d  io 

it  is  !0  b?  Coo^'diTed,  not  a:i  i  npr;caih*u, 
nuch  Lis  its  what  tiva  L  di:f:r«i  i  hut  a. 
pi  cdicti^u  of  what  'VjiddetiVita!/  hciJlhlm* 
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The  Jccond  EpiJHe  to  Timothy  pat&phrafti.  Cb.  iv. 

mfwer  no  nan  made  my  apology,  (w^ik)  in.  defence  of  Chtift’s  and 
bvtau'mai  fori  my  o*™  caufe  before  the  emperor,  none  of  my  ChriAi- 
fiMk  me:  Iprej  an  acquaintance,  that  were  capable  of  being  any  way 
GtJthu  it  my  lerviceable  to  me,  had  courage  enough  to  own  and 
SSi  du/ail  *°  co#,ltenance  me?  or  to  appear  as  witnefles  on  my  be- 
1  ,u®c’  half}  but  they  all,  through  infirmity,  cowardice,  or 
fear  of  fullering,  forfoak.  me,  as  the  difciples  of  our 
Lord  did  hint,  when  he  was  apprehended  in  order  to 
his  being  tried,  condemned  and  crucified,  (Mat. 
xxvt.  56.)  I  heartily  with,  and  came  lily  pray,  that,  as 
he  gracioully  forgave  them,  and  brought  them  to  re¬ 
pentance,  he  would  forgive  and  recover  thefc  my  bre¬ 
thren,  and  not  impute  this  iniquity  to  them,  or 
deal  with  them  according  to  its  deferts.  (See  the  note 
ou  ver.  to, 

*>  Wotwbh-  jy  However,  while  they  through  weaknefs  and  fear 
Lore  ft™!  with  WCTe  permitted  to  defert  me,  the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf, 
roc,  and ftreo; th-  my  almighty  fail  Friend,  who  is  infinitely  better  than 
coed  me;  rh»i  by  they  all,  owned  and  appeared  forme,  as  his  fervant, 
mi£ht  Arengthned  me  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  in- 

fcaown,  md  net  man,  to  carry  me  above  the  tear  of  fufierings  and 
*U*  ■  And  he  was  raouih  and  wifdom  to  me,  to  en- 

r*w«  ddiTcrcd  a^e  me  to  fpeak  boldly  for  him  in  the  face  of  his  and 
ont  of  the  mouth  my  mofl  powerful  ad  varfaries,  that,  by  my  apology  at 
c*  the  Bon,  Ctfar'z  bar,  the  tenor  of  my  preaching  the  gofpel  might 
be  thoroughly  laid  open  to  the  whole  court }  and  it 
might  be  thereby  evident  to  all  around  me  that  it  has 
no  ill  tendency  for  dilturbing  the  civil  government j 
ancl  that  my  having  preached  it  with  fo  great  fuccefc 
was  not  by  human  aid,  but  by  the  power  of  God  as 
divinely  affi  fling  me,  and  giving  the  increafe,  1  Cor. 
iii.  6,  7,)  and  particularly,  that  all  the  G entiles  t  then 
prefent,  might  nave  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  glad 
tidings  of  falvacion  by  Jefus  Quid,  as  fent  unto  them : 
And  I  was,  at  that  time}  -as  wonderfully  preferred 
from  imminent  danger,  as  if  I  had  been  fnatchedout 
of  the  mouth  of  a  lion,  (fee  Pf.  xxii,  21.)  and  was  de¬ 
livered  from  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  Nero  and  his  a- 
gents,  who,  like  a  roaring  lion,  under  the  influence  of 
their  father  the  devil,  fought  to  devour  and  deftroy 
me.  (John  viii.  44.  and  1  Pet.  v.  8.) 

(g  And  tite  1 9  And  I  am  abundantly  encouraged  by  his  word, 
Loni  dull  dvii-  and  the  great  experience  I  have  bad  of  his  love  and 
r^evi* work,  and  carc  t^log  ^ar»  to  tru^  w*lh  an  entire  confidence  in  his 
»al  prdlrve  me  power,  faithfulncfc  and  grace,  that  be  will  keep  me 
untnhit  Imran-  from  doing  any  thing  unworthy  the  ChriAiaii,  or  the 
minifter,  to  fave  my  life,  or  to  get  rid  of  the  hotted 

for  ever  ,n  J  tree.  pc  r- 

Araeij. 


Ch.  iv. 


Thsjetwd  EpijiU  to  TtMOTH*  parapbrafed 


igfialatt  PriC- 
ca,  and 

sad  the  ImuJiidJ 
ui  OuchL>hoJU& 


la  ILrdhis  i- 
bode  ut  Corinth 3 
bal  TrujihiflU* 
have  1  left  m  Mi- 
ictum  tick. 


ii  Do  thy  di- 
licence  to  come 
Ijdurc  winter. 
Euhimia  pretteth 
thce,3nd  hwic.i*, 


perfectitions  and  terrors  of  mine  enemies  * ;  and  that, 
whatever  befalls  me  in  my  bonds,  and  in  the  fifties  of 
them,  as  to  this  world,  he  will  do  what  isbeft  for  me, 
and  will  e(Fc£tually  fecure  me  from  apoftacy,  and  fiom 
doing  any  iniquitous  thing  to  his  difhonour,  and  will 
enable  me  to  perfevere  with  faith  and  patience,  and 
continue  faithful  to  the  death,  till  he  (hall  receive  me 
to  live  with  him  in  the  immortal  dignity,  grandeur  and 
delights  of  his  heavenly  kingdom  :  To  whom  1  cheer¬ 
fully  aferibe  all  poflible  honour  and  glory  for  what  he  is 
in  bimfelf,  and  has  been,  and  will  be  to  me;  To  him 
it  juftty  belongs,  and  ought  to  be  paid  henceforth  and 
for  ever  more;  Amen.  So  let  it  be  ;  and  fo  1  am  confi¬ 
dent  it  will  be. 

19  To  draw  towards  a  conclufion,  I,  as  an  aged 
dying  friend  and  apoftle,  fend  all  religious  fcl utations 
to  the  eminently  godly  and  benevolent  Prifcilla  and 
AquilaP  who  are  an  honour  to  the  Chtiftian  character, 
in  the  conjugal  relation  of  wife  and  hufband,  (See 
the  notes  on  Acts  xviii.  26.  and  Rom.  xvi.  3.)  I  alfo 
fend  the  fame  to  the  pious  family  of  Onejipborust  who 
I  know  Is  abfent  from  home;  and  therefore  does  not 
fend  in  like  manner  to  him.  (Soe  the  note  on  dap. 
i.  16.) 

20  Nor  do  I  to  ErafsuSy  the  chamberlain  of  the  city, 
(fce  the  note  on  Rom.  xvi.  33,.)  who  I  alfo  know  is  not 
in  your  parts,  but  tarried  at  Corinth  :  Nor  is  Trophimus 
with  you,  whom  1  left  fit's  at  Miletus  in  Crete,  when 
I  came  from  thence  *,  and  though  I  was  heartily  con¬ 
cerned  for  him,  I  had  no  fuggeition,  or  power  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me,  to  work  a  miracle  in  healing  him. 
(See  the  note  on  Philip .  ii,  27.)  Such  is  my  affection 
to  all  thefc  abfent  perfonj,  that,  were  they  near  you, 
I  fhould  defue  you  to  fahuc  them  alfo  in  my  name. 

21  As  no  rime  is  to  he  loft,  and  travelling  will  be 
incommodious  at  inclement  feafons,  I  eameftly  intreat 
you  to  try  your  utmnft  to  get  to  me  before  the  winter 
comes  on.  Our  Chrifthn  friend  and  brother  Eubuhts 


CUud:a>n jnd 3 »U  ^fn<^s  ^*s  affvitionate  refpefls  to  you,  as  alfo  do  Pudens 
(U  brethren.  and  Linus,  and  Claudia,  and  indeed  all  our  brethren  in 
Cbrift,  that  are  in  thefe  parts,  and  know  of  my  writing 
to  you. 

»»  The  Lout  22  My  own  heart’s  delire  for  you  is,  that  our  Lord 
K«*  and 


NOTE. 


*  Theapoftle  cannot  he  fiippofft!  litre  to 
rhar  the  Lord  would  deliver  him  front 
Wering*  unto  daih,  bccaufc  he  Jiad 
with  an  afTnrante  of  his  dying  a  martyr,  that 
the  time  of  hit  departure  at  hand  **' 


(vct*  d-}  Riu  be  v-'jls  confident  that  the  I-ord 
wooid  deliver  him  from  do Sng  any  finful, 
unbecoming  tiling,  contrary  to  faith  and  4 
goed  confidence,  ro  preserve  hi*  iifCj  or  cf- 
fuflerings  for  Ciirut, 


224  fccQnd  Kpljih  to  Timothy  paraphrased.  Ch,  m 

Jefus  Chrirt  fe  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  ever  with  your  fpirit* 
™th  thj  fpirit.  to  guide,  fupport,  firengthen,  comfort  and  fanftify 
jwl*  Aim^  you*  And  my  benediftion  to  all  the  fain t$f  together 
with  you*  is,  May  his  free  love  or  favour,  and  a  fweet 
fenfe  of  it  in  aH  its  precious  fruits  and  efFefls,  conti¬ 
nually  abound  towards  all  and  every  one  of  you  (u^v.) 
In  teQimony  of  my  defire  and  hope  of  this*  I  fay, 
Amen* 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  need  have  minifters  and  others  to  be  excited  to  theirduty,  m  ferions  re* 
fledlions  on  that  awful  day,  when  Cbrift  will  come  in  aU  the  majefty  and  glory 
of  Im  kingdom  to  judge  the.  whole  world,  quick  and  dead,  who  muft  then  give 
an  account  of  themfelves,  and  of  all  that  they  have  done  in  the  body  to  him  l 
Great  arc  the  difficulties  of  fulfilling  the  mini  Aerial  charge  in  which  Chrtft*B  fer- 
vantaare  called  to  watch,  and  endure  hardships  ;  to  preach  the  pure  word  of  God 
in  the  who|e  eompafe  of  it,  on  aU  proper  occafion,  for  the  great  purpofes  6f  in* 
ft  ruction,  rebuke,  comfort  and  exhortation,  with  all  Jongfiifrerings  and  patience, 
under  the  neglect  of  friends,  and  oppuiilion  of  enemies,  Butblefted  be  God, 
the  encouragements  of  thof",  that  delirc  to  be  faithful,  are  exceeding  great,  ThoT 
all  men  Ihould  forfalce  them,  the  !/>rd  jefus  hlmlelf  will  ftapd  by  them;"  will  at* 
lift  and  own  them  in  rhtir  work.  !  will  appear  for  them  in  their  tribulations; 
will  keep  them  from  chuling  fin  ratherthan  fufferings;  will  ordinary  give  them 
delightful  reflections,  at  the  dofc  oflife,  on  the  grace  that  has  enabled  them  lo 
fight  the  good  fight  of  faith;  and  will  preserve  them  to  his  heavenly  kingdom, 
and  crown  them,  as  conquerors,  at  the  end  of  their  race  and  warfare,  by  an  act 
of  right eoufncfs  on  htsowu  account,  and  of  faithful nefs  to  h w  word,  as  well  as 
of  mercy  to  them,  at  the  great  day.  But,  alas!  How  many  are  there,  who  fit 
under  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  that  cannot  bear,  but  are  fwayed  by  the  pride* 
corruption,  and  vanity  of  their  own  minds,  to  renounce  the  truth  and  bohntfe  of 
found  do£tnne,  and  to  follow  every  novelty  and  new  preacher,  that  pleafe  the  fan¬ 
cy,  inftead  of  profiting  their  fouls  !  How  many  others  are  there,  that  one  would 
hope  to  be  good  people,  who  like  Dsmas  and  other  profcJTors,  are  too  much  in 
lore  with  life,  and  the  concerns  of  it,  and  fo  weak  in  faith,  and  fo  much  under 
the  power  of  temptation,  as  to  be  afraid  and  afhamed  toappear  openly  for  Chrift, 
and  for  his  molt  eminent  fervants,  in  times  of  danger!  The  good  Lord  pardon 
all  fuch,  and  recover  them  to  a  better  and  more  courageous  fplrit  1  But  as  tothofe 
apparently  malicious,  obfttnate  and  incorrigible  enemies  to  Chrift,  and  to  our- 
felves  for  his  fake,  there  is  little  or  no  mom  to  hope,  but  that  he  will  reward  them 
according  to  the  due  defert  of  their  wicked  works;  In  the  meart  while,  we  ought 
tobe  upon  our  guard  again  ft  them,  left  we  be  injured  by  them  in  our  religious 
principles,  manners  and  views.  But  O  happy  fouls  I  that  fincerely  and  affec¬ 
tionately  lore  Cbrift,  and  rejoice  in  the  thoughts  of  Jiis  one  day  appearing,  like 
himfrff,  in  all  his  glory,  and  ihat  teflify  their  love  to  him  in  doing  all  they  canto 
promote  his  caufe.  They  as  wtll  as  his  mini  firing  fervants,  fhall  receive  a  crown 
of  life  in  the  day  of  judgment.  With  what  cordial  a  flexion  then  Ihould  they  greet 
one  another,  as  Ch  ri  ft  ian- brethren  !  And  bow  earneftly  with  and  pray,  that  the 
Lord  may  he  with  their  Ipirits;  and  that  Ins  grace,  which  U  fufticicnt  for  them, 
may  be  manifefted  to  and  in  them,  and  perform  all  things  for  them  1  In  like  re* 
turns  of  brotherly  love*  let  every  one  fay,  Amen* 
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T  0 
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In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase* 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  TITUS. 

THIS  Epiftle  to  Titus  is  molt  generally  thought  to  have  been 
-wrote  after  the  and  before  the  fecond  to  Timothy ;  tho’ 
they  (being  wrote  to  the  fame  perfon)  are  put  together  in  the 
colie£Uon  of  the  fa c red  canon.  They  were  formed  for  the  dire&ionaf 
Timothy ,  and  this  of  Titus,  as  Evangeltfts,  that  were  artiftant  to  the 
apoftle,  and  watered  the  churches  which  he  had  planted  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  tenor  and  fttle  (as  was  to  be  expefted)  are  much  alike  in  this 
and  tbofe,  elpecially  the  JirJl  of  them,  which  cad  a  good  deal  of  light 
upon  one  another  ;  and  are  worthy  the  ferious  attention  of  ail  the  mi- 
miters  of  the  gofpel,  and  New  Teft ament-churches  of  every  age,  for 
whole  ufe  they  were  ultimately  deligned,  as  far  as  there  might  be  any 
thing  common,  or  fimilar,  in  their  refpe£Hve  circum (lances. 

Titus  was  an  early  Gentile  convert,  (Gal.  ii.  3.)  probably  under  ths 
apoftle  Paul’s  miniftry,  who,  in  language  like  that  to  Timothy ,  calls 
him  his  own  fon  in  the  common  faith ,  (chap.  i.  4.)  j  And  having  for  a. 
con fiderablc  time  tried,  and  found  him  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  in 
the  improvement  of  the  fpi ritual  gifts  that  were  communicated  to  him, 
in  all  likelihood  by  the  impofition  of  the  apoftle’s  own  hands,  he  at 
length  advanced  him  from  the  date  of  a  private  Cbriftlan,  or  ordinary 
minifter,  to  the  high  rank  of  an  Evangelift  $  and  left  the  care  of  tbe 
churches  to  him  at  Crete ,  that  had  been  planted  in  feveralof  its  towns, 
or  cities,  by  the  apoftle  himfelf. 

The  particular  time  of  the  conrverfion  of  the  Cretians ,  and  of  the 
apoftle's  leaving  Titus  with  them,  which  is  refered  to,  chap.  i.  and 
in  what  particular*  year  of  our  Lord,  as  alfo/rpm  whence t  and  by  what 
Vol.  V.  t  P  mejfenger , 
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mtffengtr  tilts  enisle  was  fent,  is  variously  difputed  by  the  Teamed 
with  great  uncertainty;  and,  as  far  as  I  fee,  to  little  profit:  But  itap* 
pears  from  chap*  i.  5.  and  iii*  12.  to  be  part  difpuie,  that  it  was  wrote 
by  the  apoflle  Paul  to  Tifztst  while  he  was  at  liberty,  amt  Titus  was 
doing  the  work  of  an  evangelift  at  Cret ey  which  is  all  that  is  ne- 
CtfTi? y  for  eftablilhing  our  belief  of  its  divine  authority, 

Cntef  which  is  now  called  Candiay  from  the  name  of  irs  principal 
city,  and  is  under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks,,  is  one  of  the  fined  i Hands 
for  fize,  air,  and  foil  in  the  Mediterranean  \  but  its  ancient  natives 
were  infamous  to  a  proverb  for  lying  \  and  were  much  addi£ied  to  ft* 
vend  other  vices*  according  to  the  account  that  Ephncmdesy  one  of 
their  own  celebtated  poets,  gave  of  them,  which  the  apoftlc  recites, 
and  calls  a  trite  one,  chap*  i*  12*  And  as  there  v/ere  very  aftive  Ju- 
daizing  Christians  among  the  converts  of  this  jfland,  it  is  not  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  a  people  of  fo  bad  a  csnjiltzttfonal  temper,  and  lb 
lately  brought  to  the  faith  of  Chriil,  were  in  danger  of  being  enfna- 
red  by  their  artful  iiifiiiunuons :  And  as  too  many  of  them  had  ben* 
perverted  by  their  means,  and  adverfaries  ro  the  pure  gofpel  were  fill! 
very  bufy  among  them,  the  a  pottle  fent  this  cpitt:c  to  furnifh  7  itus 
with  fome  farther  directions  how  to  behave  in  that  critical  fituarion, 
than  he  had  given  while  he  was  with  him,  and  before  any  thing  of 
that  kind  had  appeared  among  them. 

After  the  iutrodu£ti»n,  in  which  he  attefls  his  own  apottolic  autho¬ 
rity  to  give  a  divine  fimfhi on  to  what.he  wrote,  rather  for  obviating 
objections- to- TVj'fr/s  a£ling  according  to  it,  than  for  his  own  fatisfac* 
non,  who  could  have  no  doubt  about  it ;  he  reminds  him,  that  the 
chief  defign  of  his  leaving  him  at  Crete  was  to  carry  on  the  begun 
work  of  God,  and  ordain  faithful  and  able  pallors  of  the  churches  there, 
whofe  qualifications  be  deferibes  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  in 
T  iii.  2, — 7.  And  wbufe  alfiftance  would  be  needful  to  confute  the 
judai2ii:g  deceivers,  that  were  labouring  to  corrupt  the  faith  and  holi- 
nefc  of  the  pcfpeh  Chap.  i.  Then  in  apportion  to  thole  ftickWs  for 
ceremonial  rites,  I12  adrifes  Titus  to  preach  with  fuch  authority  in  the 
name  of  Chritt  asfliould  raife  him  above  contempt;  and  to-  rccom* 
mend,  by  his  own  example,  fuch  a  religious  and  moral  behaviour  of 
vour.gerznd  older  believers  of  both  foxes,  as,  (uiuble  to  their  refpec- 
rive  ages,  might  be  becoming  found  tioflrme,  and  perfons  proMTtng 
gediinefs :  And,  in  oppofition  to  thofe,  that  would  cancel  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  Chrittian  fervants  to  ihcir  unbelieving  matters,  he  bids  him  ex¬ 
hort  thee  to  behave  with  good-humour  ana  faithful nefs,  in  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  their  relation  to  them,  for  the  credit  of  thegofpel,  which 
teaches  all  hofinefs  in  every  ttation  of  life,  and  encourages  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  it  by  the  joyful  hopes  of  perfect  happifiefs  at  Chrift’a  glorious 
appearing ;  and  (hews  that  the  very  end  ol  his  redemption  was  to  pu¬ 
rify  to  bimfelf  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works,  chap*-  it*  and 
in  oppofition  to  thofe  that  were  for  paying  >io- regard  to  heathen  ma¬ 
gi  fixates,  he  recommends  it  to  Titus  f  to  remind  all  forts  of  profefling 
Chriftiansof  their  obligations  to  be  obedient  to  their  civil  governors  ; 
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to  be  ready  to  every  good  work ;  to  be  inofFenftve  and  courteous  toward 
people  of  all  ranks  ,and  characters ;  and  enforces  this  from  conGdera- 
tions  of  what  they  themfelves  were  in  their  natural  ftate,  and  of  the 
happy  change  that  was  made  upon  them,  by  the  regenerating  grace 
of  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  their  justification  to  eternal  life*  Thefe  Titus 
was  to  infill  upon,  as  the  moft  powerful  and  erangelical  motives  to 
believers  to  aft  up  to- character,  in  practifmg  every  thing  that  is  good 
in  itfelf,  aiid  tJfeful  toothers  ;  and  was  to  avoid  the  empty,  vam-jang- 
ling  difputes  of  judaizers,  and  to'refpeft  feif- condemned  heretics,  after 
a  firft  and  feccmd  admonition.  Having  now  finiflied  the  main  body 
of  his  epiffic,  he  adds  an  order  for  Titus  to  come  ro  him  at  J\Iicopoiist 
where  he  propofed  to  fpend  the  winter;  and  to  provide  ail  proper  ac¬ 
commodations  for  Zenas  and  A  polios,  whom  be  was  tD  take  in  his  way 
to  him :  And  conclude#  with  a  general  exhortation  to  all  the  profefFors 
of  Cbrift’s  name,  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  their  places  ;  with  firiuta- 
tions  to  Titus ,  and  to  their  Ctiriftian  friends,  and  with  his  apoflolic 
benediftion  to  them  all.  Chap.  iii. 
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The  apojlle  afjtrls  hit  char  after,  faint et  Titus  and  reminds  him  of  th^ 
work,  for  which  he  had  left  him  at  Crete,  i, — j.  Draws  out  the 
i qualifications  of  a  faithful  pa  ft  or,  6, — 9.  And  dtferihes  the  evil  temper 
aad  practices  of  jvdaizmg  fa/fa  teachers ,  that  ought  to  be  cmfutedt 


10, — 16. 

T  £ST. 

PiUJi,  a  ler- 
viiitofCudi 
and  an  apafttc  of 
jrfirt  Chrift,  ae* 
c aiding  to  tb* 
frith  of  God'ae* 
IKt,  and  the  ac¬ 
knowledging  of 
the  tnnh  which  is 

rr  gv^'incTs  5 


PiHATHRASE; 

T>  jf  U Ly  the  infpired  writer  of  this  Epiftle,  is,  and 
counts  it  his  honour,  as  a  Chriftian  and  a  mi* 
niftcr,  to  be  the  devoted  fervant  of  the  ever-hlcffed  God» 
under  the  drifted  and  mod  inviolable  bonds  to  him  ; 
and,  though  utterly  unworthy  in  himfclf,  he  is  dill 
more  highly  dignified  with  the  title  and  commidion, 
qualifications,  and  powers  of  an  extraordinary  mefi'en- 
ger,  fent  and  inftrufted  immediately  by  Jcfus  Chrid,  to 
bear  witnefs  to  him,  and  preach  his  gcfprl  of  falvation, 
in  all  Us  extent,  to  Jews  and  C  entiles,  according  Co  the 
doctrine  of  faith,  which  is  embraced  by,  and  is  the 
means  Of  working  edeftual  faith  in  God's  own  people, 
whom  he  originally  made  fo,by  bis  fpecial,didingaifb* 
ing,  and  eternal  choice,  {F.phef.  i.  4.)  and  according 
to  their  knowledge,  approbation,  and  confeffion  of  its 
infallible  truth,  which  is  fuited,  defigrced,  and  made 
effectual  unto  them,’ for  promoting  the  principles  and 
praftice  of  real  goodnefs  in  heart  and  life,  as  confiu- 
ing  of  a  Gncere  and  devout  performance  of  all  religious 
duties,  with  a  holy  reverence,  fear,  and  adoration  of, 
trud  in,  and  umeferved  obedience  to  God,  through 
Jcfus  Chrift. 
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7 be  EpiJUe  to  Titos  paraphrased.  Qi.  i. 


i  In  hope  of 
etcTDajtffc,  *hich 
God,  that  cannot 
Hcj  pcomiicdhC' 
fore  the  world 
began  i 


t  Bot  hath  in 
diie  time*  mani- 
ftftcd  hU  word 
through  prtadi* 
irig,  wh:ch  is 
committal  unto 
me,  according  to 
the  eommitn^ 
ment  of  God  our 
Saviour  j 


a  This  truth  is  believed  and  profe fled,  with  a  corref- 
pondenc  practice  of  godlinefs,  by  them,  in  the  exercife 
of  a  lively  hope  of  an  incorruptible  and  un defiled  inhe¬ 
ritance  of  eternal  life,  to  which  God,  according  to  his 
abundant  mercy,  has  begotten  them,  (i  Pet.  i.  3,  4,); 
and  which  he,  who  cannot  poflibly  be  falfe  or  deceiving, 
but  may  as  foot)  ceafe  to  be  God,  as  ceafe  to  be  true 
and  faithful,  has  promifed  to  Chrift  their  Head  for 
them,  and  to  them,  as  fccderaUy  comprehended  in  him, 
before  the  ear  lie  If  date  of  time,  even  from  all  eternity, 
befure  any  difpen  fat  ions  of  grace  commenced  ;  and  has 
given  a  fpecimen  of,  in  the  firft  promife  after  the  fall, 
(Ce a.  iii.  15.)  before  any  of  the  JeniiJb  ages  began. 
(See  the  note  on  2  Tim.  i.  9.) 

3  But  which  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  according  to  his 
eternal  purpofe,  he  has  now  clearly  made  kno  wn  by 
the  publication  of  his  gofpel,  which  is  revealed,  and 
committed,  as  a  tiuft,  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  me,  his 
fervant  and  apoftle,  ( ver .  i.)  to  difpenfe  it  to  the 
Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews,  according  to  the  exprefs  ap¬ 
pointment  and  command  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  APit 
xxii.  17,-21.  and  xxvi.  15,-18.)  who  is  indeed  God 
our  Saviour,  as  by  his  incarnation  be  became  Emanuel, 


*  To  Tim, 
Thine  own  ion  af¬ 
ter  the  common 
frith  :  grace, 

rficrcY,  Wjieaet 
from  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  ard  the 
frordjeftu  ChnCt 
Otar  Saviour, 


j  For  this 
ciufe  left  I  thee 
in  Crete,  that 
thou  bopldeft  fet 
Id  order  the 
things  that  are 
wanting,  and  or¬ 
dain  ckUrt  in  c- 
Ttrydiy,  ai  I  had 
appointed  thee. 


God  with  us,  and  gave  himfelffor  us,  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  ail  iniquity,  (chap.  ii.  13,  14,  fee  the 
note  there.) 

4  1,  who  am  thus  divinely  infpxred,  and  commif- 
fioned,  fend  this  Epiftle  to  you,  by  heloved  Titus,  who 
is  as  dear  to  me  as  any  child  can  be  to  his  own  fa¬ 
ther,  and  are  indeed  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe  my  genuine 
fon,  as  I  was  the  inftrument  of  begetting  yon  to  Chrift, 
and- bringing  you  both  to  the  do&rine  and  grace  of  faith 
in  him,  which  is  common  to  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and 
to  you  and  me;  1  heartily  wifhand  pray,  that  the  di¬ 
vine  favour,  tender  compaffion,  and  all  manner  of 
bleffings  for  time  and  eternity,  as  included  in  the  com- 
prehenfive  term  peace,  may  abound  toward  you  from 
God  the  Father,  as  the  fountain  of  all  good,  and  from 
our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift,  as  the  rcrealcr,  purchafer,  and 
giver  of  it,  who,  in  the  execution  of  bis  office,  is  em¬ 
phatically  cur  Saviour. 

5  Mow,  to  remind  you  of  the  end  for  which  I  told 
you  1  left  you  at  Crete,  when  I  lad  came  from  thence, 
you  know  it  was,  that  you  might  carry  on  the  good 
work  begun  there,  and  fet  to  rights  fueh  things  as  are 
defective,  or  remain  unfimlhed,  with  regard  to 
doftrine,  wot  (hip,  dtfcipline,  and  manners,  in  the 
churches  which  are  planted  in  that  ifland ,  and  particu¬ 
larly 
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4  If  wy  bt 
bbmcUi"s  the 
hu/band  of  one 
*ifet  ba\i[i£ 
frith  ful  children, 
not  acta  fed  of 
fwtj  or  (unruly. 


7  For  e  bilhop 
mrifthe  bLrnn  def*, 
^  the  frctfard  of 
CM ;  not  fdf- 
wttlcd,  not  footi 
an  pry,  not  given 
tr>  wine,  noihik’ 
er,  not  given  to 
fiJrhj  lucre  > 
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larly  that,  In  order  hereunto,  you,  as  an  Evangel i  ft 
and  my  deputy,  might  prefide  in  folemnly  fctting  apart, 
and  conflituting  bifhaps  or  paftors,  [vtr.  7.  (ce  the 
notes  on  A8s  xx.  28.  and  1  Pet.  v.  t.)  that  fhould  be 
cbofen  by  common  fuffrage  to  refide  ftatedly  among, 
and  take  thpwvefjlght  of  the  feveral  churches  in  every 
town,  or  city,  Vfhyrc  they  are  feated  j  and  to  feed 
them  with  knowledge  and  underftanding,  {J*r.  lib  15.) 
according  to  the  orders  I  gave,  and  in  the  manner 
I  prefcribed  to  you,  before  I  took  my  leave  of  you. 

6  As  to  the  qualifications  of  a  perfon  that  is  Be  and 

worthy  to  be  invefted  with  that  office,  tfc  ought  to  be 
one  of  an  unfpotced  reputation  in  his  moral  character, 
among  his  Cbriftian  acquaintance,  and  all  around  him, 
(1  Tim.  iii.  27.)  one  that  is  dear  from  the  fin  -poly¬ 
gamy,  as  never  being  married  to  more  than  one  wife 
at  a  time  j  and  of  caufeiefs  divorces,  according  to  the 
corrupt  cuftorn  of  the  Jevst  (fee  the  note  1  Tim.  iii.  2.) 
And,  if  he  have  children,  fee  that  be  be  one  who 
brings  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord,  and  manages  them  with  fuch  prudence  and  au¬ 
thority,  as,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  may  be  the  means 
of  winning  them  over  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  to  a 
faithful  profeffion  of  his  name,  and  difchaige  of  all  the 
duties  of  their  civil  and  religious  relations ;  and  who 
never  foffers  any  of  bis  children  to  behave  Bt  fuch  a 
rare,  as  fhatl  fix  upon  them  a  brand  of  luxurious  and 
di  Go  lute,  ot  of  refractory,  ungovernable,  and  difobe- 
client  youths,  in  their  temper  and  manners, 

to  the  difgrace,  not  only  of  themfelves,  but  of  their 
fathers,  and  the  gofpel. 

7  For  the  nature  of  a  paftor’s  or  Chriflian  blfhop’s 
office,  the  honour  of  religion,  and  the  good  of  others, 
as  Well  as  of  his  own  foul,  require,  that  he  be  under 
no  reproach  or  fcandal  in  his  life  and  conversion,  or 
on  account  of  any  negiefl  or  unfaithful  nefs  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  teuft,  as  a  fteward  of  the  myfteries  of 
God,  to  difpenfe  them  impartially  and  without  referve, 
that  every  one  of  Chrifl’s  faintly,  under  his  minifterial 
infpe&ion,  may  have  bis  portion  indue  fcafon;  and  he 
ought  not  to  be  of  a  head-llrong,  conceited,  obftioate, 
inflexible  temper  ;  nor  one  of  a  hafiy  fpirit;  that  takes 
fire  at  every  little  provocation,  and  prefemly  falls  into 
a  paflioo;  nor  one  that  loves,  and  is  addi£bed  to  im» 
moderste  drinking  of  flrong  liquors  ;  nor  contentious 
and  violent  in  his  behaviour,  ready  to  fall  foul  upon 
them  that  difpleafe  him;  nor  one  of  a  nigardly,  fordid, 
covetous  fpirit,  that  is  for  getting  ail  he  c->n,  and  tor 

keeping 
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S  But  i  lover 
rf  hoipitaliiy,  a 
lover  of  good 
jnen,  fhbtr,  jiift* 
t&lj,  tempciaici 


9  Holding  f.tll 
the  faitiiiul  wolJ, 
a*  he  hath  been 
fiivght,  that  be 
may  be  able*  by 
found  doAiinc, 
bolh  to  exhort 
ard  to  tonvince 
p>e  gaipfayett* 


ic  fet  there 
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31  td  vain  talker, 
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Jpecially  they  of 
ihc  circpnid- 
Hoii  : 


1 1  WJipft 
fDOuths-  may  he 
flopped  a  who 
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keeping  all  he  gets  of  the  defiling  pelf  of  this  world; 
and)  like  a  mercenary  hireling,  values  the  fleece  more 
than  the  flock,  and  would  take  no  pains  in  his  work, 
were  it  not  for  a  profpe£t  of  fccular  gain  to  himfelf* 

8  But  he  ought  to  be  a  man  of  a  liberal  foul,  that 
devifes  liberal  things,  and,  according  to  his  ability, 
takes  plcafure,  on  all  proper  occalions,  in  a£tsof  bene* 
yolence  to  religious  fl rangers,  as  well  as  neighbours 
and  acquaintance,  efpecially  to  minifters  and  Chriftians, 
that  either  go  about  to  preach  the  gofpel,  or  are  driven 
from  houfe  and  home,  by  the  violence  of  perfections. 
He  ought  to  be  a  lover  and  epcourager  of  good  things, 
and  to  have  a  cordial  affection  to  all  ftneere,  honeft, 
good,  and  pious  men,  without  exception ;  and  to  be 
bimfJf  medeft  and  humble,  grave  and  prudent,  in  his 
"carriage ;  upright  and  faithful  in  all  that  he  f?ys  erdoes; 
excmplarily  holy  jnal!  manner  of  convention  and  god- 
linefs  ;  chafte.  and  moderate  in  his  defires,  appetites, 
and  purftdts  of  the  pleafures  of  this  life. 

9  He  likewife  ought  to  be  one  that  is  well  eftablifh- 
ed  in  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel,  that  holds  them 
fa  ft  in  his  own  faith  and  proftflion  of  them,  and  holds 
them  forth  in  his  mimftry,  and  is  fteady  in  maintaining 
them,  as  the  true  and  faithful  layings  of  God,  which 
are  to  be  believed  and  adhered  to,  juft  according  to 
what  he  has  been  taught,  and  has  learned  frominfpirtd 
writers,  of  the  faith  which  was  gnw  delivered  to  the 
faints f  (Jude,  ver.  3*)  that  herpay  be  capable  of  explain¬ 
ing,  fupponing,  and  defending  the  pure,  uncorrupted, 
wholcfome  doctrine  of  Chrift  ;  and,  by  a  due  and  pro¬ 
per  application  of  it,  (»*p«HUwj  to  adminifter  comfort 
to  believers^  and  excite  them  to  their  duty;  and  to 
confute  the  errors  of  all  oppofers,  file  nee  theft  cavils, 
and  rebuke  their  perverfenefs* 

16  For,  as  in  feveral  other  places,  fp,  T  underftand, 
among  the  prefeffors  at  Crete ,  there  are  abundance  of 
pretenders  toChriftianity,  that  are  refraftory 

and  difcrderly  noz  fubmitting  to  any  divine  rule,  in 
doctrine  or  manners;  and  they  are  moft  pernicious, 
proud,  felf'COnceited  difputers,  with  vain  jangling  a- 
bout  empty  things>  to  no  good  puepoft;  and  crafty, 
fly  reducers  of  the  minds  of  the  fimple  ;  I  in  a  fpccial 
manner  have  my  eye  upon  the  JevsiJb  party  among 
them,  that  make  a  profeffion  of  Chrift,.  and  yet  con¬ 
tend  for  circumcifion  and  other  rites  of  th$  law  of  Mofes% 
as  ncceffary  to  falvation. 

11  For  oppofing  fucb  as  thefe.  It  is  highly  heceflary 
that  paftors  or  Chriftian  bi Chops  be  able  minifters  of 


Ch.  i.  Tie  Epifite  toTiTVi  paraphrafed.  331 


fuhTCrt  whole 
hr-u*^  r teaming 
things 'vbtdi  they 
nu^ht  not,  fur 
Jillby  lucre's  fa !tc. 


1 1  One  of 
then  1  li- Ives, 

3  prophet  of  their 
otfn,  fkifl*  The 
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i|  This  vAl* 
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theiTfi  (hat-ply  f 

th-:t  they  msty  be 
f->3tid  in  the 
faith  ; 

T4  gTvirtc: 
Vscd  m  Jewifli 
i\.h La,  and  com* 
maiiJiisen'iS  of 
n*eo,  ihiil  turn 
from  die  ify;ir. 


the- New.  Telia  in  ent  5  and  all  poflible  fair  means,  by 
fcriptoral  proofs,  (olid  arguments,  and  good  example, 
ought  to  be  ufed  for  confuting  and  filenang  thole.  vain 
headers,  and  deceitful  workers,  who  are  fo  indefati¬ 
gable,  fubtle,  and  fpreious  in  their  pretences,  as  to 
infinuate  themfelves  into  Chriftian  families,  (1  Ttta. 
iii.  6  )  and  carry  them  ofF,  as  »t  were  by  whole  bit, 
from  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  gofpel-to  Mcfes\  urging 
things  unreasonably  upon  them,  that  are  utterly  lalfe, 
and  abfolutely  inconfi Item  with  the,  true  way  of  falva- 
tion  by  Chrili  alone  %  which  they  do,  for  the  fate  of 
heaping  to  themfelv?s  tiic  fordid,  defiling  rre.aii.tres  of 
this  world,  by  methods  that  are  fuited  to  impofc  upon 
ftich  an  infamous  fort  of  people  as  the  Crctianst  *  and 
that  are  agreeable  to  their  own  character,  as  fuch. 

11  For  one  of  their  own  countrymen,  a  celebrated 
Creek  poet,  which  fprung  from  among  tbemfelves,  and 
thoroughly  knew  their  national  temper, even  Ephnenides 
by  name,  whom  they  efteem  as  a  prophet,  an«l  who, 
as  a  pset,  is  cudcniartly  called  a  prophet ;  He  fays,  iu 
a  defeription  of  the  natives  of  Cretct  that  they  are  na¬ 
turally  a  fet  of  fcandaloits  people,  ever  addicted  to 
fallhood  and  lying;  fly  and  favage  in  their  temper, 
like  wild  beafts  }  perfeft  gluttons  in  indulging  their  ra¬ 
venous  apytites,  and,  as  is  common  for  per  funs  of  fuch 
a  luxurious  turn,  exceeding  lazy  and  backward  to 
every  ufeful  employment,  and  fo  expofed  to  ail  foits  of 
temptations. 

13,  14  And  truly  this  is  a  juft  te-ftimony  again  ft 
them,  as  has  been  proved  in  number! eft  in(b aces,  and 
too  plainly  appears  by  the  perfidious,  mifehmvon?,  and 
fcnfual  management  of  the  Jiulaming  Chrillians,  and 
of  thole  that  fill  in  with  them  at  this  very  day:  1c  be¬ 
hoves  you  therefore  to  deal  plainly  and  fmartiy  with  a 
people  of  fiicii  a  vile  and  brurifh  temper,  with  whom 
mildrefs  will  not  do;  hut  who  mult  he  cut  to  the 
quick,  in  laying  before  them  their  fin  and  danger,  with 
due  rcycrity,  that  neither  the  deceiver*,  nor  the  de¬ 
ceived,  may  dare  any  longer  to  peifill  in  their  evil 
principles  and  practices;  hut  may  he  recovered  to  a 
right  mind,  and  fettled  in  the  true  and  uncorrupted 
dndbiiies  of  faith  ;  and  may  be  fo  entirely  bt ought  over 
to  them,  as  never  mote  to  iitlen  after,  attend  to,  cr 

believe 


NOTE- 

*  Ift  as  is  vtrv  pH-iablr*  tbeftr  deceivers  dsiiHrJc  srE&t  arid  that  tbc  j^.'p'e  they 
rfi'vnidvw  were  £?/■#;-?/;,  the  tjvoJtle  wit h  to  <lu  vi;h#  ^vcrc  li;  .i^TeT'ai#,  jivp-i/tti  n^Iy 
rto&rtt  i«mi  tn  fu^rdl  that  tluy  art  lot ln-i  *  (rr  i'hih  rr>  week 

L'rv  iu  ail  iiiclt  fdfTrvkirt*  in  j  F>:  tVu;ii  ;U«  tuiiuv.-tf*£ 
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i5  Unto  the 
pure  alt  things 
ere  pore  :  but 
unlo  them  that 
are  defied,  and 
un  believing  r  is 
nothing  pur*  ; 
hut  even  their 
mind  and  con¬ 
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tclieve  and  be  carried  stray  with,  the  fallacious  dories 
tbat  the  Jews  tell  of  their  traditions,  and  with  the  im¬ 
perious  ifijunflions  of  men,  that  are  prejudifed  again  ft, 
and  gone  off  from  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  inlift  oil 
an  obfervarion  of  ceremonial  rites,  fuch  as  relate,  a* 
mong  others,  to  meats  and  drinks,  and  perfons  and 
things,  that  were  clean  or  unclean,  according  to  the 
di(lin£tions  of  the  Levitieal  law  ;  but  are  no  long¬ 
er  obligatory  under  the  New  Teftamem-dtfpenfation. 

Ij  Unro  real  Chrittians,  whofe  hearts  are  purified 
by  faith,  and  con  faiences  purged  by  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
all  things  that  God  hath  not  forbidden  under  the  gof- 
pel-ftate  may  be  lawfully  efteemed  clean,  and  may  be 
touched  and  car,  without  the  lead  moral  defilement; 
and  they  bave  a  fa  notified  ufe  of  them:  But  unto  thofe 
that  are  unregenerated,  and  under  the  power  of  fin,  and 
of  unbelief  with  refpeft  to  gofpeMruths,  and  that  ad¬ 
here  to  Mofaical  inflitutions,  inftead  of  cleaving  to 
Chrift  alone  :  Unto  fuch,  whatever  their  pretences  be 
to  Chriflianiry,  nothing,  no,  not  things  tbat  aremoft 
lawful  and  good  in  themfelves,  can  be  clean  and  pure; 
nor  can  they  ofe  them  without  fin  and  defilement ;  the 
reafon  of  which  is,  becaufc  even  their  underflan  dings 
and  conferences  themfelves,  thofe  leading  and  diredive 
powers  of  the  foul,  are  fadly  mifguided  and  corrupted* 

16  They  indeed  make  high  profcOions,  and  boaftof 
their  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  of  the  revelation 
of  his  mind  and  will,  as  though  they  herein  excelled 
all  others;  {Rom.,  ii,  17, — 20*)  But  their  practice*  are 
a  direct  contradiction  to,  and  confutation  of  all  fuch 
pretences:  They,  in  efFedt,  deny  hy  their  deeds,  what 
they  affirm  in  words,  being,  in  reality,  mo  ft  d  ere  ft  able 
enemies  £0  God  and  godline fs;  and,  giving  no  credit 
to  the  gofpe l-revclation,  they  are  dilbbedienr  to  his  au¬ 
thority  in  it,  and  utterly  injudicious,  and  unapt  for  the 
performance  of  any  good  work;  and  fo  are  highly  dit- 
approved  of  God,  and  reprobate  fiiver  Jhall  men  celt 
them ;  becauje  the  Lord  hath  njcEted them*  (Jer.  vi.  30, 
fee  the  noteoii2G?j\xm,  5*) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

With  what  reariinefs  of  mind,  and  fenfc  of  duty,  fhould  mlaifters  and  private 
Chriftiuis,  in  their  refpe^tive  places*  pay  a  confcientious  regard  to  the  iofpired 
directions  of  the  great  apoftft' of  the  GentiUs{  whofe  authority  is  divine,  and 
whofe  benevolent  withes  were  for  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  from  God  the  Father, 
and  out  Lord  Jeftis  Chrift  3  How -much  foever  others  may  defpife,  or  corrupt 
the  gjolpch  Ged*s  eUdi  will  embrace  and  owrut,  as  calculated,  and  rendered  effec¬ 
tual  fn  them,  for  promoting  the  pra&icc  of  godlinefs ;  And  when  they  experience 
its  holy  effrtfU  upon  tberrtfalvee,  what  a  fupport  is  it  to  their  hope  of  everiafting 
lift,  which  the  unchangeably  faithful  and  true  <?od  promil'cd  to  Chrift  for  them, 

and 
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and  to  them  id  htm,  befbtlc  all  worlds ;  and  has  now  made  known  with  the  clear- 
til  evidence,  in  the  gofpebrcvtfation,  and  by  the  miniftry  of  it  !  With  what  eau- 
tirms  care,  add  attention  to  due  qualification*,  flnmld  they  proceed,  who  art 
engaged  in  fetting  perfons  apart  to  ihe  paftoral  office  in  the  churches  of  Chrift* 
according-  to  auoJo.di  cal  appointment!  And  how  concerned  fhotild  fuch  pallors 
themfdyra  be,  IMt  their  moral  cban&er*  l>e  clear;  that,  if  they  are  married,  it 
be  bill  to  one  wife  at  a  lime;  and  that  the  children,  which  God  may  give  them, 
\k  x -t-r-y,  and  'rdi.Ai  up  in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  at-d  not  chargeable  with  riots, 
or  refractory  d:fobcdieiu;e ;  that  they  themkWs  be  neither  humourfumely  obfti- 
naut  nor  paffionaie,  nor  litigious,  nor  tiplers,  nor  covetous;  but  generous  and 
holpitaWc:  lovers-of  all  good  men,  and  of  every  ^ood  thing;  grave  and  prudent, 
juft  and  righteous  toward  men*  holy  and  religious  toward  God,  chaftt  and  tem¬ 
perate  in  ail  things  ;  and  that  they  hold  fall  the  true  doctrine  of  Chrift  in  their 
faith,  profeftion,  and  preaching,  juft  as  they  received  it  from  him  and  his apo files* 
and  be  fuch  matters  of  it,  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  and  defend  it  again  ft  all  oppo- 
fition,  and  to  apply  it  for  duty  and  comfort,  like  good  ft  wards  of  the  houlhold 
of  faith!  With  what  diligence  Humid  they  endeavour,  not  by  f  ;rce,  but  by  ferip- 
t ure  and  rcaibn,  to  filenec  obftinate,  felf* conceited  vain  boafttrs  and  deceivers* 
that  turn  away  from  the  truth,  and  pervert  multitudes  by  their  fa) ft  notions,  to 
enrich  ihemfdves  with  fordid  and  defiling  grins  *  And  with  what  juft  fe verity 
(when  milder  methods  fail)  fhould  they  reprove  fuch  profefTora,  as,  like  the  Crc - 
tiam^  arc  perfidious,  brutilh,  luxurious,  and  idle,  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
reject  all  fabulous  traditions,  and  impel  Hiatts  of  men  upon  conference,  and  may 
be  found  in  the  faith  !  AU  !  How  wretched  is  the  cafe  of  formal  ills  in  religion, 
who  are  neither ekanfed  from  their  iins,*nor  have  true  faith  in  Chrift  ;  whofc  evil 
practices  cwitradifl  their  verbal  profeflions,  and  proud  boafts  of  fuperior  know¬ 
ledge  of  God,  and  of  his  mind  and  will  1  They,  at  the  fa  me  time,  are  odious  m 
his  light,  as  their  minds  and  con  faiences  arc  defiled,  atul  as  they  neither  belief 
not  obey  the  gospel -revelation,  and  are  utterly  void  of  judgment,  and  of  holy  dtf- 
polHiui-s  for  any  good  work*  But  what  a  jncrey  is  it  to  be  pure  and  upright  in 
heart,  through  the  cleaning  virtue  of  the  blood  and  fpirir  of  Jefus  !  To  perfons 
of  th  e  firmer  character  every  thing  is  defiling;  but  to  thofe  of  the  fatter*  all 
lawful  things  are  lanflified  for  their  ufe,  and  may  be  improved  to  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  good  of  their  own  fouls* 


CHAP*  Jh 

The  apoftle  directs  Titus  to  inculcate  fitch  duties  upon  younger  and  elder 
Chrift  fartsy  as  are  becoming  found  do£lrhiey  and  to  he  exemplary  in 
them  himjelfy  1, — 8.  To  enjoin  believing  fervants  to  he  obedient  to 
their  majters  for  the  honour  of  the  doftrine  of  Chrift ,  which  they  pro - 
ftfsi  9>  JO,  And  to  enforce  all  this  from  a  confederation  of  the  holy 
defegn  of  the  gofpety  from  the  prof  pc  ft  it  gives  of  heavenly  glory  %  and 
from  ihe  end  of  Chrift* s  death y  which  equally  concern  believers  of  all 
ranks  andjlationsy  and  arc  to  he  urged  upon  them  with  all  becoming 
authority *  ji*— 15* 

TEKT*  P^Jt  aphbacB* 

jjuMp«k^hon  TyrANY  are  the  deluding  and  deluded  people  of  cor- 
*hlth  become  ^  ^  rupt  minds  and  manners,  that  furround  you*  which 
found  doAiine :  have  been  fpoken  of*  (chap,  u  10, — 16.}  Bur,  in  op¬ 
position  lo  them,  let  ir  be  your  fpecial  care  to  preach 
and  infill  upon  fuch  doctrines  and  duties  as  are  agree* 
able  to*  and  put  an  honour  upon  the  folid*  pure,  whol- 

fomc, 
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*  That  the  a* 
jjrrt  men  bcibbft1, 
template  t 
Joond  in  I'aicli,  in 
charity,  in  pati- 


3  Th*  aged  wo* 
tnvn  likewise, 

thai  tbcf  be  in  be¬ 
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4  That  they 
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5  T'?«  (l'icrcct, 

charts,  keepers 
at  home,  good* 
obedient  to  their 
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feme,  and  healing  gofpel  of  Chriff,  which  is  a  dofirine 
according  to  goJiinefs,  [chap.  i.  r.  and  i  Tim.  vi.  3.) 
and  lays  the  high  eft  obligations  to  htdinefs  and  .obedi¬ 
ence  upon  all  its  profeftors,  of  what  age,  fex,  or  ftation 
foever  they  be. 

2  Put  the  more  elderly  Chrifthn  brethren  in  min'1, 

that,  fui table  to  their  age  and  profeflion,  they  ought  to 
be  very  watchful,  circumfpeft,  and  fcciate  in 

their  temper  and  carriage;  to  behave  with  a  venerable 
gravity  (»■.-**«)  and  due  decorum  in  their  ttrefs,  mien, 
and  air,  ami  in  all  that  they  fay  and  do;  to  be  prudent 
fjraf'ata. }  Jn  their  conduft,  and  temperate  in  eating  and 
drinking;  uncoirupt,  as  to  the  do&rines  of  faith,  and 
fincere  in  believing  them,  and  living  anfwerabie 
to  them;  abounding  in  Inve  to  God,  in  cordial  affec¬ 
tion  to  all  the  faints  for  his  fake,  and  in  Chriftian  be¬ 
nevolence  to  people  of  all  nations,  ranks,  and  charac¬ 
ters,  as  fellow-creatures;  and  to  be  patient  under  Tri¬ 
bulations  and  offences,  and  in  fubduing  their  own 
peevilh  p.iftions,  and  bearing  with  the  infirmities  uf 
others  *. 

3  Inculcate  alfo  upon  religious  elderly  women,  that 

they  ought  to  be  exemplary  (<»  *«T*n/«rij  jn  drefs,  and 
all  regular  deportment,  as  becomes  fuch  holy  pro- 
feffors ;  and  to  take  great  heed  tbat  they  be  nor,  like 
the  devil  himfelf,  falfe  accufers,  flandcrers,  nr 

backbiters  of  others,  to  the  injury  of  their  reputation  ; 
nor  inclined,  much  lefs  given  up,  to  any  exccfs  of 
drinking  wine,  or  other  intoxicating  liquors,  under 
pretence  of  recruiting  the  (Irength  and  fpirita  of  a  decay¬ 
ing  nature;  and  that,  inftead  of  amufing  young  people 
with  old  wives  fables,  (1  Tim.  iv.  7.)  they  ftiould  enter¬ 
tain  them  with  profitable  difeourfe,  and  recommend,  by 
co u iifd' and  example,  every  thing,  that  is  good  and 
laudable,  as  to  fpeech,  apparel,  and  behaviour  : 

4,  5  Particularly,  that  they  Ihould  iuftrutt,  and 
endeavour  to  influence,  younger  women  to  be  wife, 
and  cautious  of  everything  that  favours  of  lewdoefs  cr 
lightnefs;  and  if  they  be  married,  to  carry  themfeivss 
in  an  affeftionatc  and  endearing  manner  toward  their 
bufbands,  being  in  heart  for  them,  and  for  no  other 
man  ;  and,  according  to  the. dilates  of  nature  and  re¬ 
ligion,  to  be  concerned  for  the  happinefs  of  fuch  chil* 

■  dreit 


NOTE. 

•  Some  have  thought,  that  aged  men  and  don  from  them,  ver  4,  f,  t.  the  con  test  <!r- 
■’omen,  in  this  end  the  neat  vctic,  are  meant  l  ermines  the  left  rente  to  eUtrh  trrft»,s,  -a 
t»f .(hxrtb  officers >  fuch  a,  deters  and  itaeiatjftt :  /openers ;  a/wf  elder.  1  in  typer  h  id  b:sn  ddrn- 
fJ'.it  at  wvv/  rr.-u  anil  vrsmea,  anil  nor  private  bed  in  the  preceding  ef.apter. 

Cjtiiliijit,  arc  mentioned  b]r  vrisj  o!'  .Inline- 
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tivo  hmhand^, 
that  the  ward  <if 
G;>r)  be  not  blaf- 
jj^mnoL 


tf  Young  mm 
jik^wUe  exhort  to 
kc  J'obti-Eflifidcd* 


7  In  «H  things 
ibeurjng  thyielf  ^ 
jutrcm  or  good 
Merits :  \ti  doc* 
trine  fifvittg  im* 
trimaptncff,  gra¬ 
vity,  fioccritj, 

8  joimd  fptech 
that  cannot  tic 
coutlcmncJ;  th*t 
he  that  i?  of  the 
contrary  p^rtnny 
be  alh^rr^ij,  ha* 
*in£  no  evil  thiu^ 
to  (ay  of  jcu* 
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drea  -as  God  may-  gracioufly  give  them,  and  to  (how 
their  love  to  them,  not  with  a  roolifh  f&ndnefs,  to  the 
negkft  of  needful  reproof,  or  correction*  for  thdr  faults, 
as  there  may  be  occaiion,  which,  in  cfFc£i,  would  be 
hating,  initead  of  loving  them,  ( Prov .  iii.  24,  and 
xxiii*  1  j,  14.)  but  with  a  prudent,  folid,  Chriftian- 
lilce  tenderncls  and  kindne!*,  to  enourage  them  in  every 
thing  (hat  is  good,  and  to  do  all  that  in  them  lyes 
for  their  temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  welfare  :  As 
atfo  to  manage  every  thing  with  diferction;  to  be  mo¬ 
duli  and  virtuous  with  all  purity  of  maimers  ;  to  be 
Careful  and  indufenous  houfevives,  not  gadding  about 
like  idle  bufy- bodies,  (1  Tim.  v.  13.)  but  keeping  as 
much  as  may  be  at  home,  and  minding  the  affairs  of 
their  families;  to  be  meek  and  good-tempered  towards 
their  fervams,  and  alt  they  have  to  do  with;  and  to  pay 
due  refpect  and  obedience,  in  all  lawful  things,  to 
their  hulbancis,  that  they  may  never  give  the  leak  oc¬ 
caiion  for  any  to  fpeak  reproachfully  of  the  words  or 
ways  of  God,  as  though  thefe  encouraged  any  disorder¬ 
ly  praftice. 

6  In  like  manner,  advife  and  excite  young  men,  pro- 
felling  ChrUHanity,  to  be  con  (id  crate,  ebaile,  meek 
and  fObcr ;  and  to  maintain  a  due  government  of  their 
temper  and  paflions,  which  are  apt  to  be  too  warm  and 
jin  pet  nous,  rafti,  proud,  wilful,  and  froHckfome,  at 
their  blooming  age. 

7,  8.  And  it  you  would  have  thefe  things  believed 
and  practiced  by  others,  Be  efpccially  careful  to  draw 
them  cut  to  the  life,  and  recommend  them  in  your  own 
behaviour,  by  being  yourfelf  an  exaft  pattern  of  every 
thing  that  is  good  and  excellent  in  iifclf,  and  bene¬ 
ficial  to  men:  And,  iit  all  your  preaching,  deliver  no¬ 
thing  but  the  pure,  unmixed  do&rine  of  Chrilt,  with 
difituerefter!  Tingle  aims  at  the  glory  cf  God  and  the 
good  of  fouls;  with  becoming  ferioufnris  and  venerable 
gravity ;  and  with  all  fimplicity  and  godly  fmcerity  j  and 
in  fuc'n  fcriptural,  eafy,  and  fignificant  language,  as  is 
fuited  to  convey  your  ideas  in  a  plain,  determinate 
meaning,  according  to  the  tiutli  of  the  gofpel ;  and  as 
fhall  neither  miflearl  your  hearers,  nor  be  ju-ftly  object¬ 
ed  to,  either  for  its  ambiguity,  obfeurity,  or  fallhcod ; 
that  To  your  moQ  critical,  carping,  ami  cavilling  ene¬ 
mies  may  even  bluih  and  be  confounded,  as  finding 
that  there  is  do  room  for  the  reproaches,  and  invidious 
charges  of  error  in  do£trin«,or  mifdemeannr  in  practice, 
which  they  were  endear  curing  to  fatten  upon  you  and 
your  folio  wen, 

9  And 
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9  Exhort  fer* 
writs  to  he  obedi¬ 
ent  tSei^ 

ovti  iTfiititt,  ani 
to  plt^Jc  \htm 
veil  in  all  thing*; 
mot  isfwcring  i* 
pin. 


to  Wot  pur- 
lining,  but  lin¬ 
ing  all  good  fide¬ 
lity;  that  they 
may  adnrn  the 
doCtnnc  of  Cod 
nor  Saviour io  ail 
thing*. 


*t  For  the 
yrace  of  God, 
that  Irfinpeth  M- 
*riM,  bath  ap- 
yoit  J  to  aLi  cdcO; 
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9  And  whereas  there  are  fome  Judatzers,  who 
would  perfuade  fuch  convened  Haves,  as  are  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  heathen  mitiifters,  that  it  is  not  lawful  for 
them  to  continue  in  their  fervice,  You  ought  to  guard 
againft  fuel)  an  incroachment  on  civil  rights  -y  and  prefs 
upon  all  believing  fervants,  whether  Saves  or  others, 
the  duty  of  continuing,  as  much  as  ever,  ami  upon 
better  principles  than  ever  before,  to  be  obedient  in  all 
lawful  things  to  their  earthly  mailers,  not  only  ft  the 
good  end  gentle^  but  alfo  to  the  frfwari%  (i  Pet.  ii.  18.) 
and  to  endeavour  to  behave  in  fuch  a  courteous,  obliging, 
and  diligent  manner,  as  (hall  win  their  favour,  and 
give  them  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  in  feeing  all  their  juft 
and  reasonable  commands  executed:  And  exhort  fer- 
▼onto  to  be  fo  well  fauolicd  with  tlicir  Hutton  «nd  the 
duties  of  it,  as  cheerfully  to  attend  to  them,  without 
murmuring,  or  difputing  againft  them,  or  returning 
rude  and  faucy  anfwers,  when  they  arc  ordered  to  do 
any  thing  they  do  not  like,  or  are  reproved  for  their 
faults. 

10  And  charge  them  to  be  (lri£Uy  juft  and  honeil, 
(fee  Ephef,  vi.  5,  <J.  and  Col,  iti.  23,  23.)  never  daring  to 
wade  embezzle,  or  fetret  to  their  own  ufe,any  of  their 
mailer’s  goods,  money,  or  prorifions,  beyond  his  al¬ 
lowance  of  what  is  bt  and  needful  for  them ;  but  al¬ 
ways  to  be  approving  themfelves,  as  good  and  faithful 
terrains,  that  punctually  obey  his  orders,  and  do  the 
bed  they  can  for  his  honour  and  advantage,  like  perfons 
that  make  his  intereft  their  own  ('*“)  to  the  end  that 
they  may  be  a  credit  to  the  gofpel,  and  to  their  holy 
profeflion  of  it,  and  may  thereby  ftrtke  conviction  upon 
the  conferences  of  their  infidel  mailers  themfelves,  as 
well  as  others,  of  the  excellency,  purity,  and  power 
of  the  do&rine  of  the  blefied  Clod,  even  our  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift,  (ver.  13.  fee  the  note  there)  with  regard 
to  all  civil  and  moral,  as  well  as  religious  duties,  in 
every  relation  of  life. 

11  For  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  particularly 
under  the  New  Teftament-difpenfation  of  it,  {Ephef 
iii.  !•)  which  is  the  e(Fe&  of  his  free  favour,  and  re¬ 
veals  it  to  us;  and  is  the  meanB  of  working  grace  in  our 
hearts,  as  it  brings  glad  tidings  of  deliverance  from  fin 
and  wrath,  and  of  eternal  happinefs  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  fhows  the  way  of  obtaining  this  great  falvation 
by  faith  in  him,  has  now  (hone  forth  iu  all  its  light  and 
glory,  (•?'*«»•}  like  the  riling  fun,  upon  ail  nations  to 
whom  he  ordered  it  to  be  preached,  Mat.  xxviii.  19. 
Atzrk  xvi.  15*  and  upon  all  fores  of  the  ftnful  fons  and 

daughters 


Ob*  u» 
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daughter*  of  men,  whether  Jews  or  heathens,  young 
or  old,  nailers  or  fervants,  (wr.  2,-9.) 
it  ToAwg  12  And  its  great  and  holy  tendency  and  defign,  to¬ 
rn,  tint,  denying  gether  with  its  effe&ual  working  in  thofe  of  us  who  be* 
"wWlr'taliw  «  liere,  is  to  teach  and  oblige  us,  whatever  our  civil 
ZlAntU  Rations  be,  that,  renouncing,  ahhorring  and  utterly 
ty.  rightwmQj,  forfaking  all  infidelity,  idolatry,  and  impiety  of  every 
^ind*  contrary  tp  thejtrfi  table  of  the  moral  Jaw  f  and 
’  all  irregular,  inclinations  and  defires,  contrary  to  the 
focond  table,  which  confifl  in  the  lufl  of  the  fiejb ,  the  heji 
of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  (1  John  in  16.)  and 
which  worldly  minded'  men  indulge  and  gratify,  and 
place  their  happiness  in  ;  that,  abandoning  and  deteil- 
iug  all  thefe,  we  ihould  be  wifely  careful  to  lead  a  life 
of  purity  and  faultily,  in  a  due  government  of,our 
paffions  and  appetites;  in  a  juft,  honed,  equitable  and 
benevolent  behaviour  toward  men,  doing  by  them  as 
we  would  be  done  by,  (Lube  vt.  31.);  and  in  all  sits  of 
pnblick  and  private  worfhip  and  devotion  toward  God, 
according  to  his  word,  in  the  exercife  of  every  grace 
and  celebration  of  all  his  ordinances,  and  ohfervation 
of  all  his  commandments,  as  long  as  we  continue  in 
this  prefent  world  of  fin,  temptation,  and  {hares, 
t)  Logins  for  13  And  it  reaches,  encourages,  and  animates  us  to 

iu«  blrflcdbope,  aj|  jjy  the  moft  conflraitiing  motives,  «  perfons 

appeari«(f  of^hc  who  look  with  an  eye  of  faith,  and  wait  with  earned 
gie*t  God,  aod  expectation  and  longing  defire,  and  yet  with  fubmiflire 
ChriQt^0nr  Pat*eoce»  for  the  pcrfefl,  all  •comprehending,  and  ever* 
n  '  la IHng  felicity  of  the  heavenly  Hate,  in  the  immediate 

prefence  of  Chrifl,  which  is  the  great  obje£t  of  our  joy* 
ful  hope;  and  for  the  illuftrious  appearing  of  the  great 
and  mighty  God,  {Ifa.  ix.  6.)  *  even  our  dear  Lord, 
Redeemer  and  Saviour  Jefus  Cbrtft,  who,  at  his  fecond 
coming  without  fin  to  faivation,  {Hcb,  ix.  aS.)  will  ap- 


N  O  T  E. 


pear 


*  Tt  fecmi  to  me,  that  onr  '*  Lori  Jcfu» 
41  drift,”  is  meant  hy  "  Ood  our  Saviour** 
v er.  10,  t;  bang,  raeft  ftriflly  fpeakiDg*  tht 
&tvittr,  and  moll  frequently  tilled  in  the 
Nc  jt  Tdlneacnt  our  Saviour*  and  very  often 
Cod,  dud  may  be  confidercd,  as  these  di- 
fringuilbed  from  God  the  Father,  wticffe  gnf* 
pci  of  grace  is  Aid  to  have  appeared  to  alt 
men  in  the  neat  verfe  i  However*  I  i'll  well 
fari*licd,  chit  be  if  meant  here  by  tbt  great 
God*  Mi,  or  as  1  think  it  might  be  better 
rendered,  **  tutu  onr  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  /* 
bcciiufc  the  mide  in  (be  Greek  it  prefixed  to 
tW  great  God*  and  not  repeated  before  "  our 
lt  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift/*  in  which  pofition  of 
d.c  article  the  Jaft  tklv  is  ufually,  though  not 


always  exegelicat  of  the  firft,  ti>  intimate 
that  they  both  betoug  to  the  time  fubjeft, 
(iee  the  note  on  Kphcu  i.  it);  and  in  all  the 
New  Teflament  fie  Father  h  never  ft  id  to 
ptar  :  but  ve  often  read  of  "  the  appearing 
44  of  our  JLoid  jefus  Chrift”  to  judgment* 
%htch  14  rep  referred*  as  what  is  ill  he  exceed¬ 
ing  gioriouj  j  and  he  is  fpoken  of*  by  way 
of  emphaiis*  as  our  hope*  and  fire  hope  of  gto- 
fjt  (Col  L  1 7.  and  g  Tim.  i.  r.) ;  and  though 
Chrift  will  come  m  his  Father's  as  iwJlasbii 
O^n  glory  j  yet  it  is  not  /*v  frtrfm  of  the  F> 
lh«r,  but  of  the  Son*  that  urill  then  come, 
and  make  his  appearance.  Uoh  uh  +*  and 
i  Pet.  vt  4*  (St*  my  difeoutft  on 
thrift  cW-nwnj  yS3  $9*} 


2j8 


14  Who  gave 
bimiclf  for  us, 
that  he  m;ght  re¬ 
deem  ms  from  itt 
iniquity,  and  pu* 
rify  uruo  himfeif 
a  pecaUirpcople, 
zealous  of  good 
wwU 


rj  Thefe  things 
fpcak  and  exhort* 
and  rebuke  vrith 
aitauth'irkvi  J,rt 
i-o  man  dclpfc 
thee. 
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pear  on  his  throne  of  judgment,  like  himfeif,  in  all  the 
majeftv,  beamy,  grandeur,  and  brightnefs  of  his  divine 
and  mediatorial  glory,  and  in  the  glory  of  hia  Father, 
and  of  all  his  holy  furrounding  angel?,  {Mat.  xvi,  27* 
and  xxv-  3  r.  and  Mark  vui.  38.)  and  will  come  to 
be  glorified  in  his  faints^  and  admired  in  all  them  that 
believe  y  (2  Thcf.  i.  10.} 

14  And  what  may  we  not  look  and  hope  for  from 
him,  who  loved  us,  at  fo  high,  matchlefe,  and  a  deni  th¬ 
ing  a  rate,  as  freely  ro  devote  and  give  up  his  own  great 
ftlf,  foul  and  body*  to  the  mo  ft  painful  and  ignomini¬ 
ous  death  of  thecroC;?  This  he  willingly  fuffered  for 
our  hk es,  and  in  our  room  and  Head,  (1  Pet*  iii,  iS.) 
that  he  might  effectually  redeem  □$  by  his  blood  from 
the  power  and  tyranny,  as  well  as  from  the 
guilt  and  punishment,  of  ail  our  fins,  and  at  length 
from  the  inn-hung  of  them  ;  and  might  fanckify, 
cleanfe,  and  feparate  us  to  himfeif  for  facretl  ufe,  ant! 
for  his  glory,  as  his  fpeclal,  precious,  am!  peculiar  pro¬ 
perty,  by  his  Father1®  gift,  his  own  purchafc,  and  our 
own  free  and  full  confent  in  the  day  of  his  power,  that 
wc  might  be  zealouily  afftftted  towards  him  and  his 
caufe,  and  fervent  in  fpirit  to  ferve  him  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  every  work,  which  in  its  own  nature,  or  by 
his  appointment,  and  in  his  account,  is  good  and  ho¬ 
nourable,  as  b^lng  done  upon  good  principles  to  good 
ends,  and  in  a  right  manner,  according  to  the  good 
rule  laid  down  in  his  word. 

15  Thefe  are  things  of  fo  vaft  importance,  and  are 
fo  vehemently  op pofed,  or  corrupted  by  the  enemies  of 
Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  that  you  ought  to  be  very  earned 
in  preaching  and  inculcating  them,  and  in  fliaroly  re¬ 
proving  the  men  and  their  errors  and  vices,  that  fet 
themfdves  againft  them ;  and  you  (ho u Id  do  this  with 
all  the  authority  that  Chrift  has  given  you  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  your  office.  Alt  tbis  ought  to  be  managed 
with  fuch  prudence,  faithfuinefo,  and  gravity,  as  (lull 
raife  you,  and  your  office,  above  the  contempt  of  your 
mod  lcornful  and  haughty  enemies. 


RE  CO  LLECTIONS- 

How  carefully  fhould  mimfters  adhere  to,  preach  and  apply  the  pure  doflrine 
cf  t  he  jtuiprl,aiul  the  duties  that  are  mi  fwcrable  to  it,  for  exhortation,  confutation, 
amJrrproof,  ns  there  maybe  occasion ;  and  do  this  with  fuch  gravity,  hncerityjaiih- 
fuijiefs,  and  authority  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  with  Inch  plain  fcriptural  lan¬ 
guage,  and  exemplary  behaviour  in  their  own  fives,  as  fliall  raife  them  above  eon- 
tempt,  and  make  their  enemies  afhamed  of  their  endeavours  to  reproach  them !  Tlv 
duties,  as  well  as  doctrine®  of  Chriftianity,  are  to  be  taught  and  urijed,  rot  orJy 
in  a  general  way,  hut  with  particular  application,  as  occafionS  require,  to  belie¬ 
vers  of  all  cireumflances  and  condition*;  to  ated  men  ami  women,  that  they  mvi 
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b;jrrave,  ferious, .temperate  in  afl  things,  round  in  the  faith,  uiftrutfive  and  ex* 
rmplnry  in  every  grace.)  as:^oniea  per&nsaf  their  ftamling  in  years,  and  in  their 
h 'i\y  profeflW;  to  younger  pbo pfe  of  both  faces  that  they  may  be  prudent,  chafte, 
temperate,  and  maybe  wife  and  affectionate  in  difeharging  the  duties  of  their 
rvrptAive  relations;  and  to  fervants  of  all  ranks,  that  they  may  ftuefy  to  pi  cafe 
t'.tcir  earthly  mart m  of  every  character ;  and  may  be  obedient  to  their  jn ft.  com* 
m  inds,  faithfuh  induftrious,  and  ftri&ly  honeft,  in  mmiginp-  all  their  aftairs,  and 
iiot  pert  and  arrogant  in  giving  word  for  word :  Such  behaviour  reflefts  an  honour 
i-fxiti  ihrlr  Chriftian  profefljop,  and  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  cf  God*  And  Q  what 
a  hlelfed  gofpel  ts  this!  It  teaches,  and  obliges  the  profeflbra  of  it,  to abandon  all 
invligton  and  profonenefs,  and  alt  inordinate  inclinations  to  the  pkafurrs  and  ho* 
notirs  of  this  world ;  and  to  live  in  the  practice  of  all  fobricty,  honefty,  and  piety  ; 
ai:J  it  encourages  them  to  took and  hope  for  the  heavenly  happinefe;  which  ftinll 
W  brought  to  c*ery  true  believer  at  the  blcfled  and  gUtrbus  appearing  of  Jcfu* 
Chrilt,  who  is  the  great  God  and  their  Saviour;  and  who  gave  himfeif  to  death 
f,*i  them*  that  he  ought  redeem  them  from  the  guilt  and  dominion,  and  at  length 
tr 'im  the  remainders  of  all  lin,  and  might  faodify  them  for  himfclf,  as  a  peculiar 
^aloofly  devoted  to  God,  and  cheerfully  abounding  in  all  good  works  to 
uis  praifc  and  glory. 


CHAP*  III* 

The  apofile  goes  on  to  give  orders  chut  obedience  to  civil  magi  fir  at  cs,  and 
a  becoming  behaviour  towards  till  men ,  i,  2*  Inforccs  them  from  a 
tonf deration  of  what  believers  themfelves  were  before  converjion ,  and 
are  made  to  be,  through  Jefus  Chrifi ,  by  regenerating  and  jztfiiffng 
grace ,  3, — 7*  Puts  Titus  upon  urging  theft  things f  to  the  end  that 
good  works  may  be  praBifid  by  believers,  and  upon  avoiding  vain  and 
ufelefs  difputes,  8,  y*  Injifls  on  his  rejecting  a  heretic »  after  due 
admonition,  la*  11.  Dejtres  that  he  would  comef  and  bring  Zt nas 
and  A  polios  with  him%  to  Nicopolis,  recommends  good  works  for  ne~ 
eejfitry  purpqfesj  12, — 14*  And  concludes *  as  :tfuat%  with  faluta - 
tiwiSy  and  a  benediRiorty  15* 

Trxr.  PAUPHRiE* 

|>U  i"  thtm  in  A  S  Judaizlrtg  zealots  endeavour  to  diffuade  "Chrifti- 
i -e t^Tpri^n a 3I1$  ^rom  owning  the  authority  of  heathen  go- 
uls  4 Jid  powers,  wnors*  you  ought  to  guard  them  again/!  an  error*  fo 
ii>  obey  magU  contrary  to  the  defigrt  of  the  gofpel,  ami  definitive  to 
^tTevcry Vood  r^c  political  ftare*  and  to  the  civil  power  of  rulers  over 
w.rkj  '  '  it:  Let  therefore  ail  the  pjofeflors  of  Chrift’s  name  be 
admonifhtd  their  duty,  to  be  peaceably  fubmiffive 
to  fupieme  and fubordiqatc  governors,  {1  PcU  ii-  13^4.) 
and  to  pay  a  confciemious  obedience  to  all  the  juft 
laws  of  civil  nifrgiftrates,  who,  whether  they  be  Chiifti- 
ans  or  nor*  are  ordained  of  God  for  the  good  of  the 
community,  (Horn.  x;ii-  r, — 4*  fee  the  notes  there) 
and  to  be  cheerfully  willing  to  do  every  lawful  thing 
that  they  require;  as  alfo to  perform  every  duty,  that  is 
owing  to  perfons  of  all  degrees  and  fiaiions,  yea,  good 
works  of  every  kind,  relating  to  Gcd,  curfdves,  and 
others*  *  z  Cautisa 
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The  Epiftk  to  Titus  paraphrajed*' 


Cb.  iii. 


»  To  '  fpcak 
nil  of  no  min, 
to  he  do  brawlro* 
but  gcntic,  (hew¬ 
ing  til  meek  oeft 
noto  til  men* 


3  Tor  vc  oar- 
fdvci  alfo  *m 
fomciima  fooGlh, 
dt(bbedicQt)  dc- 
ccnod,  (erring 
direr*  Eads  tad 
pkafmts,  liviof 
m  nuLfcc  and  cn- 
baleful,  ami 
hating  one  a  no- 


2  Caution  them  lilcewife  againft  reviling  any  one,  of 
whatever  rank,  nation,  or  religion  he  bet  againft 
falfely  charging  any  crime  upon  him  ;  or  expoGng  hia 
character,  with  an  ill  defign,  by  divulging  even  the 
bad  things  he  may  be  guilty  oft  or  ever  doing  it  at  all* 
unlefs  fome  valuable  end  is  to  be  anfwered  by  it :  Warn 
them  again!!  a  litigious,  quarrellome  temper  and  beha- 
viour,  to  the  disturbance  of  civil  or  religious  communi¬ 
ties  :  Teach  them,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  of  an  equi¬ 
table,  candid,  yielding  fpirit ;  and  to  manifeft  an 
humble,  mild,  and  good  temper  in  all  their  words  and 
actions,  towards  all  lorts  of  men,  even  enemies,  and  un¬ 
godly  people  thcrofelves. 

3  And  we  furely  ought  to  be  ready  to  go  into  fuch 
an  humble  and  candid  difpolhion  towards  thofe  that 
are  no  wotfe  than  we  once  were,  and,  if  left  to  our- 
feves,  (hould  (till  have  been :  For  while  we  were  in  a 
(late  of  nature,  under  the  power  of  the  corruptions  that 
reigned  in  as,  even  we  ourfelves  were  then  deftitute  of 
all  fpiritual  knowledge  and  wifdom  relating  to  our 
duty  and  happinefs;  were  difobedient  to  God,  and  to 
bis  holy,  juft,  and  good  laws ;  were  wandering 
(TiaK.TttMi}  from  him,  and  from  the  way  of  life  and 
peace,  being  reduced  by  the  treachery  of  our  own  beam, 
by  falfe  teachers  and  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and  of 
this  evil  world)  were  perfe&  (laves  to  various finful 
inclinations  and  fenfual  pleafures  ;  yea,  were  fpending 
our  time  in  a  malicious  way  of  williing  and  doing  ill 
to  thofe  that  did  not  pleafe  us,  and  iu  envious  thoughts 
at  the  honour  and  advantages  of  thofe  that  were  above 
us :  And  lb,  upon  the  whole,  we  were  mod  deteftable 
creatures,  odious  in  ourfelves,  and  to  God  and  all 
good  menfj  and  full  of  bitter  enmity  one  againft 
another,  according  to  our  different  paflions  and  intereds, 
and  mod  flagrantly  fo,  as  we  were  cither  Jews  or  O' en¬ 
tiles,  who  reciprocally  had  an  implacable  averflon  to 
each  other,  as  fuch. 

4  Out 


NOTE. 

f  llati'.g  om  enethtr  f  <rx».«xir)  jxm  the  doled  attention,  I  cannot  find  ooe 

fcerrs  directly  to  point  to  the  enmity  char  after  in  the  whole  defer  ip  lion,  that  m„r 

that  was  between  Use  Jew*  and  Gentile  ■,  and  not  he  applied  in  tfwjnw  to  them  I  mtu.li  iHi 
a*  there  was  as  much  on  the  Jew,  part  againft  an  I  think,  with  fame,  that  the  apefile 
theGenttiet,  as  on  the  Gentile*  againft  the  fhmilj  alt  along  mean  only  hirofeJf,  in  an 
Jew*,  and  rather  snore,  it  carries  a  Urong  in-  argument  to  enterfee  upon  all  believers  the  du- 
tiimtion,  that  the  apolile  does  not,  in  this  Did  tie*  he  had  before  been  recommending  to 
the  following  verfes,  fpeak  merely  of  the  them ;  and  that,  without  giving  the  leaft 
wretched  vile  (late  of  the  Gentiles  by  nature,  hint  of  fuch  adefign  in  the  variation  of  hit 
and  their  recovery  by  grace  ;  but  of  mankind  llile,  or  in  the  tenor  of  hi*  difeowfe,  or  in 
in  general,  inclouve  of  the  Jew  t,  and  of  him-  any  part  of  the  preceding  or  fellowkg 
fclf  and  Titus,  u  well  a*  others :  And,  u-  verfci. 


ch.«i. 

4  Rut  after  thtt 
the  kindnef*  and 
love  of  Qod  OQr 
S^riour  toward 
man  appeared* 


$  Not  by  work* 
of  rightcoufiui* 
ubich  we  have 
dare,  but  accor¬ 
ding  to  bis  mercy 
behaved u*by  the 
walking  of  tege- 
r^r-tuin,  sod  re- 
jw'viijt  of  the 
Holy  Gho ft ; 


ff  Which  he 
ined oa  o*  abun¬ 
dantly,  through 
jelus  Chrift  our 
Saviour, 


y  That  being 
taflifrcl  by  hi* 

grace, -*e  mould 
U'  trade  heir?  ac¬ 
cording  to  the 
hope  of  eternal 
Klc. 


The  Epifile  to  Ti  T  u  s  fdraphrdftd, 

4  But  a  holy  and  happy  change  was  made  upon  *ie, 
who  were  in  thofe  hideous  ciicumflances,  when  (s^<} 
the  tranfeendent  benignity  of  God,  who  contrived,  or* 
dained,  and.  brought  about,  our  falvation  by  jefus 
Chrift,  and  his  aitouiftung  Philanthropy, 

or  fpectal  Ioving-kindnefs  to  Tinners  of  mankind,  in 
diftmftion  from  the  fatten  angels,  {<«?*•’!)  broke  out, 
and  flione  forth  with  illuftrious  ami  reviving  beams, 
upon  us,  in  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  the 
■fifing  of  the  Son  of  righteoufnefi  himfelf  upon  our  fouls* 
■with  healing  in  hit  wings,  (MjJ.  iv.  2.) 

5  As  we  bad  To  deeply  plunged  ©urlelves  into  all 
that  is  vile  and  hateful,  It  neither  was,  nor  could  be, 
in  confidential*  of  any  good  or  holy  woiks  which  we 
had  performed,  that  God  was  induced  to  fhow_  us  lb 
high  favour,  there  having  been  nothing  of  that  kind, 
but  every  thing  of  a  contrary  drain  found  in  us  ;  but 
it  was  merely  of  bis  own  free,  felf-moving,  uiuljfcrved 
and  forfeited,  yea,  abided  and  provoked  mercy,  and. 
according  to  its  own  compaflionatc  propenfions*  that 
be  brought  us  out  of  that  deplorable  condition  into  a 
Hate  o£  falvation,  through  the  clear.Gng  virtue  of  re¬ 
generating  grace,  which  was  fignified  by  our  baptifm 
with  water,  (fee  the  note  on  Epbefi  v;  26*)  and  was 
effefted  by  that  renovation  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds* 
which  was  wrought  in  us  by  the  fpecial  operation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

6  Which  Hcly  Spirit,  in  his  gifts  and  graces,  God 
the  Father  poured  out  from  on  high  upon  us  with  the 
great  eft  riches  and  abundance,  according  to  his  infinite 
mercy,  (wr.  5.)  and  his  promife  relating  to  gofpel- 
times,  {Ija,  xliv.  3.  fee  the  notes  on  Mis  ii.  33,^1.) 
through  the  mediation,  merit,  and  exaltation  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  our  immediate  Saviour,  as  he  nut  chafed 
all  falvation  fur  us,  and  bellows  it  upon  us  -t 

7  That  being  brought  into  a  Date  of  pardon  arid  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life,  through  faith  in 
him,  under  the  Spirit's  inilusnee,  and  lb  difehurged, 
from  guilt  and  condemnation  by  the  free  grace  of  God, 
t>u  account  of  the  perfect  tigiiteournds  of  Jefus  Chrift: 
the  Saviour,  we  might  be  brought  as  children  into  his 
family,  {John  i.  12.)  ;  and”,  being  children,  might  lie 
heirs  of  O'od,  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrift,  and  he  glorified 
together  v/ith  him ,  (Horn,  viii,  17.)  according  to  the 
lolid  ground  of  hope,  which  God  has  given  us  In  Chrift, 
and  in  the  promifes,  and  the,?/vrfi  of  hope,  which  he 
has  wrought  in  us  upon  that  ground,  ol  inheriting  e- 
ternal  life  through  a  Redeemer. 

Ycl.v.  t 


8  AU 
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U  Tli is  iia  faithful 
faying,  and  ihric 
tiling;.  I  will  that 
thou  affirm  enn* 
ifantly,  that  they 
which  h  belie- 
rd  in  C=jd  rrigbr 
be  nr?f;tl  to 
nuiniain  good 
wurfcs :  thefe 

things  are  gcKxl 
and  profitable  (in¬ 
to  edcq. 


p  Rut  avoid 
footifh  queDtons, 
and  genealogies^ 
and  contentions, 
and  drivings  a* 
bout  the  law;  for 
they  arc  unpro¬ 
fitable  and  vain* 


to'A  mantlet 
ii  an  heretic,  af¬ 
ter  the  firfl  a*d 
fecund  admoni¬ 
tion,  rejeflt 


The  EptJlU  to  Titus  paraphraftd.  Ch*  iii* 

8  Ail  that  I  have  been  faying  U  a  true  an  A  faithful 
word*  which  may,  and  ought  to  be,  firmly  be¬ 

lieved  ;  and  I  would  have  you  frequently  aflert  and 
infill  upon  thefe  important  things  in  the  coorfc  of  your 
miniitry,  relating  to  the  wretched  flate  of  man  by  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  rich  tneicy  of  God  through  Jefus  Cbrift 
our  Saviour,  for  regeneration,  juftificarion,  and  eter¬ 
nal  life,  (”4)  to  the  end  that  thofe,  who  have  believed 
in  God  through  Chrift,  according  to  the  gofpel- revela¬ 
tion,  might  be  induced,  and  excited  thereby,  to  ufc 
the  utmoft  care  and.  diligence  to  abound,  excel,  and 
lead  the  way  toothers,  ( *****  <?/=*  in  all  fuch 

vrorks,  as  are  honourable  to  God,  and  Chrift,  and  to 
the  Chriftian  charafter.  Thefe  doftrines,  and  the 
good  works  to  which  they  manifeftly  tend,  are  every 
way  excellent  in  their  own  nature  ;  and  though  God 
cannot  be  profited  by  them,  they  are  exceeding  ufeful 
and  beneficial  to  mankind* 

But  keep  yourfelf  clear  off,  and  endeavour  to  dif- 
countenance  tbofe  fcafclefs,  idle,  doating  quellions, 
that  judaizing  teachers  are  fo  fond  of;  and  tbofe  intri¬ 
cate  endlefs  genealogies,  for  making  out  their  own 
lineage  from  this  and  the  other  particular  tribe  and  fa¬ 
mily,  {fee  the  firft  hote  on  I  Tim *  L  4-)  which  are  of 
no  manner  of  advantage,  after  the  Mefliah  has  come, 
and  put  an  end  to  their  church-fhte  and  polity  ;  as  alfo 
their  litigious  controveifies,  and  warm  contend  in  gs  a» 
bout  the  fcttfe  and  obligation  of  the  ceremonial  law, 
which  they  would  introduce  into  the  gofpel-difpenfa- 
tiom  For  all  thefe  dtfputes  are  entirely  ufclcfs,  aa  an- 
fwering  no  good  purpofe:  Nay,  they  are  (**«(«}  foolifh 
and  prejudicial,  as  turning  to  a  very  bad  account,  for 
fa  wing  difeord,  corrupting  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and 
hindering  the  pra£Hcc'of  real  godiinefs* 

io  If  any  profelTor  of  Chriftianity,  or  member  of  a 
church,  entertain  and  boldly  aflert  fuch  errors,  as  over¬ 
throw  the  foundatioO'do£lrinc£  of  the  gofpel;  and  e- 
fpecially  if  he  evidently  appear  to  do  it  with  a  heretical 
heart,  to  gratify  his  own  pride,  and  make  himftif  the 
head  of  a  contrary  fe£l,  or  out  of  prejudice  againft  the 
truths  themfelves,  becaufe  they  lye  in  direct  oppofition 
to  his  own  lulls;  let  him  be  folemnly  adraonilhed  and 
warned,  a  fir  ft  and  fecond  time,  of  his  fin  and  danger; 
and  if,  after  this,  he  (hall  ftill  obftinately  perfift  in  bis 
definitive  errors  ;  reject  him  and  all  communion  with 
him  ;  avoid  bis  company  ;  caution  others  agaitift  him  ; 
and  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  fuch  an  incorrigible 
herefiarefa,  or  fectary  of  his  ftamp* 


ii  For 


Oi.  iii.  Tie  Jipifik  to  TiTtfS  paraphrased,  J4.3 


it  Knowing 
that  he  thU  is 
ffleh  U  fiibvcrtcd » 
a«d  liuMtli,  be¬ 
ing  ctifldCHDCd  of 
himlelf. 


ti  When  t  (hall 
feud  Artemasun* 
ti'  thee,  or  T y* 
crlciut  be  dlli- 
jrat  to  come  un¬ 
to  me  to  Nicopo* 
ii ' ;  for  I  have 
drtennmed  there 
in  winter* 


11  For  you  maybe  well  farisfied,  that  fuch  a  man 
h  utterly  turned  off  from  Chrift,  the  foundation,  and 
from  all  geodnefs ;  and  that  he  fm*  agafrift  his  own  foul 
if  not  againft  his  own  conCcience,  and  fins  again  ft  the 
divine  authority,  light  and  truth  of  the  gofpd*revela- 
tion ;  His  own  avowing,  and  perfifting  in  thefe  perni¬ 
cious  errors,  is  fufHcient,  without  any  further  proof,  to 
convict  him  of  them  ;  and  fo  out  of  his  own  mouth  he 
is  j  udged,  as  being  felf-condemned;  And  he  hereby  prac¬ 
tically  pafles  judgment  againft,  and  condemns  himfelf, 
as  not  fit  to  Itand  in  any  relation  to,  or  have  any  fellow- 
flup  with,  the  true  church  of  Crrift  f+ 

12  I  have  given  you  thefe  brief  intlruCtions,  Iiow  to 
conduct  in  your  prefent  critical  fuuarion  ^  and  hope  to 
have  gn  opportunity,  of  adding  what  may  be  of  further 
ufe  to  you,  in  perfonal  converfation,  as  foon  as  I  caa 
well  fpare,  and  Ihall  fend  either  Artemas ,  or  Tyebievt* 
z  beloved  brother*  and  faithful  minifler  in  the  Lordt  (E- 
phef,  vi.  21*)  to  fupply  your  place,  and  take  care  o£ 
(he  churchesat  Crete  i  As  foon  as  either  of  them  arrive^ 
I  beg  that  you  would  make  all  convenient  fpeed  in  com¬ 
ing  to  me  at  ffteopolis  *,  where  you  will  probably  meet 

with 


NOTES. 

j  The  paraph  raft  hintsthe  common  no-  ■**  and  find,  What  necAwc  any  further  wit* 
tk.n  of  d  htritic,  as  one  that  appear?  to  be  Jo  “  ntfe  :  Yt  have  heard  the  blafnhcmy* 

xi;kcd  aQd  pefverfe, is  toact  againft  hitAivn  “  whit  think  yc  ?  And  they  ail  ronuctiincd 

confvicnte  in  broaching  and  rr*mtalninjt  fiui-  him  to  lie  guilty  of  death,"  (M.*rk  xiv* 
damental  error:  But  it  chic  fly  gne*  Upon  03,  6+,)  Ji  appears  fi^rn  a\l  (hefc  14* 
wuat  1  take  to  be  the  true  notion  oi-  fclfmi'-  that  by  a  prfw**  g-wa  c*n  fcjpo  1 , 

riditmeJ,  (ji,r;nft7*x/urof)  as  liquifying  out*  whether  of  rnl  (*r  fupprifrd  cr:mcs,  he  is  look* 
*ho|c  own  confeflion  is  enough  to  convict  ert  *?;*.>»  aff'ftzuift'wztd.  And  in  **  thc&c- 
him,  without  any  further  proof.  In  this  man-  “  tfsont  ;!sa*.  men  ib  iH^ivc  of  every  idle  word 
ncr  vw  may  underfiand  ap'irfcnto  be  Jdf  4*  i>i  :  be  day  o:  f'hnjhayi,  l*  by' 

or  condemned  ij 'htmftif  when  evi-  4t  thy  weirds  th^n  fhaJ' i>c  juAifTed,  and  hy 

dertoe  of  rbe  charge  aqiinit  him  nfci  from  **  thy  wurdi  thou  liiafr  os  oiudcmflcd/* 
Ulcu'h  cotfcffiyttf  wichn’utaDy  ni-cd  of  lur-  (M-t.  xii.  37.} 

T'*r  wknclief*  Thus  J?h  fji<lt  (uhap.  ist,  *  This  SietfTtis  is  moft  p:ob*b!y 
i a)  w  lfl  iuflify  myfclf,  my  otvn  mnu:h  by  bifrop  Twptt,  and  others,  to  bL\  nor, 

*•  Itttlf  condemn  n>c  ;  if  F  lay  I  im  p ft'f’fA,  ihc  pu^riipt.  nf  t.Ms  tp'dllc  lays,  in  VJj- 

*l  it  fhaU  allb  prove  me  perverfe th^s  i*t  tur  a  town  o:  \.Uxi  name  upon  tho 

my  «yyn  words  would  condemn  me,  as  a  vain  ftsL-eoaft  of  a  province  of  G/cccc,  on 

proud  bolder ;  And  Ehybm  fUi(l  of  JA't  ihewcA  towiirds  JiMr*  {  +'C  Ucogra- 

(cliap  xv.  5,  6  )  *i  Thyimurh  uners  thine  jihy  of  the  Ne*i  Tciid>nt'nrt  part  z-  p.  Gp  ) 
<4  iniquity,  and  thou  chooicfl  the  tongue  of  Fio:,  wherever  it  *  it  is  plain  that  tlm  o- 
41  the  crafty  J  ihinc  own  luouth  condemns  pU,!c  was  n->r  writien  from  thence,  as  the 
I!  thee,  and  not  1 1  y<M  tliiuc  own  I  ip  %  tcJH-  p'>diccipt  further  makes  it  ;  for,  had  the  a- 
11  fy  again fl  thee.1*  When  the  flothful  ter-  poftte  been  then  at  Kiepyiis,  it  a'onUL  h^vj 
v^nt  hid  his  Lord's  talent  in  a  nr.pktn,  and  bteu  moil  proper  f^r  him  \o  J  avt  laid,  1  ha^c 
’uent  about  to  excufe  tc  by  a  dilhunourab^  dc-Cimincd  to  winter  hrre,  aud  thcrc^ 
icd  vmjuft  charge  again l l  bis  Lord  himfUf,  (r*^)  This  alfo  that  he  was  then  at  II- 
*’  lit  jiid  unto  him,  Ojh  of  thincoMvnmomh  ber^v  ;  arut  yives  ground  to  thhik,  iharibi* 
41  1  will  judge  thee,  thou  wicked  frrvau?,**  cp:flfc  was  vi  rote  l^etw^cn  HisFlrAand  Ibeond 
(Lukexix.n.);  and  when  our  Lord  owned  ininnfonmcnt  R->mc  :  And  his  Jeliring 
himleif  to  be  “  the  Chrt  A,  the  Son  nf  ihe  'i'iuis  to  Ciime  to  him  at  Ntcopolis,  and  r*ro- 
4t  Blcflcdj  the  high  priell  rent  bis  dothes  pofinu  tu  feud  Artemas*  or  Tycbicus  to  flip- 

Q-1  ply 
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ij  firing  Zena* 
the  la^cr,  and 
Apollo*,  on  their 
jtrarncy  diligent¬ 
ly,  that  nothing 
lie  wanting  tuttu 
them. 

14  And  let  ours 
a  Kb  learn  to  train- 
tail*  gool  ucrfc.s 
forrKceJfrryu&t, 
that  thty  be  not 
unfruitful. 


tj  All  that  arc 
with  me  fdlLitc 
thee.  Greet  them 
that  lore  us  in 
the  faith,  Grace 
fr  with  you  all 
Atncu. 


with  me  :  For  I  purpofe,  God  willing*  to  go  thither  in 
a  little  time*  and  take  up  my  winter* quarters  there. 

13  Ami  when  you  fet  out  for  that  place*  take  care  to 
bring  Zends  the  lawyer*  and  the  zealous*  laborious*  and 
eloquent  Jpoll os,  (Afta  xviii.  24*  2y)  along  with  you; 
and  to  provide  every  thing  that  may  be  needful  to  bear 
their  expencee,  and  accommodate  them  in  their  journey* 
that  nothing  proper  and  convenient  for  them  in  the  way 
tpay  be  deficient*  or  lacking  to  therm 

14  And  leave  it  as  a  charge  with  all  our  Chriftian 
friends  and  brethren  at  Crete,  and  wherever  yof  meet 
with  them*  that  they  he  prompt  and  willing  to  excel  in 
fuch  good  works  of  benevolence*  and  hofpitolity  by  en* 
retaining  religious  Grangers*  and^efpecially  fuch  got- 
pcI-preachcrs  as  I  have  been  but'now  recommending 
to  you,  ( ver .  12,  13.}  and  indeed  in  every  good  work 
that  is  laudable  and  ufcful  for  the  neceflary  purpofe  & 
of  glorifying  God,  and  doing  good  to  ail  men,  and  Spe¬ 
cially  to  them  of  the  houjbold  of  faith ,  (Gal.  vi.  10.} 
that  they  may  neither  be  unprof  table  to  them,  nor  barren 
or  unfruitful  themfeNes*  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jcfus  Chrfw  (2  Pet.  i.  8*) 

15  All  the  Chriftiaiv  brethren*  who  are  at  prefent 
here*  join  with  mein  fending  their  affectionate  fatuta- 
rions  in  the  Lord,  particularly  to  yourfclf:  And  as  I 
have  wrote  this  letter  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the 
churches  in  Crete ,  as  well  as  for  your  own  direction  in 
the  difeharge  of  your  office  toward  them*  I  defire  that 
the  like  kind  faluiations  may  be"  prefemed  to  all  thofe 
of  them*  that  fincerdy  love  us,  with  a  Chriftian  love* 
for  the  fake  of  that  faith*  which  we  embrace  and  preach* 
profefc  and  propagate*  which  they  themfelves  alfo  have 
received*  and  which  works  by  love.  May  the  free  fa* 
vaur  of  God  the  Father*  and  of  Jefus  Chrift*  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  together  with  all  its  manifestations  and 
fclcfi'vd  fruiti*  abound  towards  all  and  every  one  of  yon* 
(fee  2  Cor *  xiii.  14.}  1  This  I  heartily  wifli  and  pray 


may 


N  o  t  £ 

ply  his  pi j«  at Crete,  carries  a  flrons  i:ui-  tioned  in  the  new  ve^fe,  beyond  what  h 
jnattoji,  ihrt  Tiutswasnnt,  as  feme  wmdd  here  (ail  of  them  ■  but  Thus,  no  doabr, 
have  it,  and  the  poftlcript  avos,  the  firit  well  in&w  them,  at  haft  by  Dime,  to  1 1 
Mlhop  ol  th*  church  of  the  C t ct ?b r s t  but  perfora  of  worthy  eharavhrf-;  and  Zctuj  br- 
dut  he  u  as  zn  evapgcKft*  who*  ftceonlmf  to  inf  joined  with  Apollns,  (ver.  t  3,)  who  w-; 
the  nature  of  that  office,  had  no  fixed  refi*  a  Jew,  is  thought  by  fosne  to  have  been  an 
dcitcc;  but  travelled  about,  a&occalioos  re-  irrerprrtef  of  the  Jewilh  law;  but  Grant;* 
jolted,  from  place  to  place,  to  alGfl  the  a*  iuppalei,  that  lie  might  be  a  Roman  buyer, 
pofUes  ip  thofr  work,  and  eonie  to  them,  or  ns  not  doubting  bnt  ihat  manyfodi. became 
p>  on  their  meflkjjes,  wherever  they  might  minllieei  of  Chrift;  becauie  ibey  faw'that 
And  them.  We  have  no  certain  account  of  all  juft  and  righteous  precept*  tfCK  eraioeu:- 
this  Artemis,  nor  of  Zenas  the  law yvr,  men*  ly  cootaiued  lit  liis.  religion. 


Ch*  Hi* 


*  T&*  EptfiU  to  Titus  par&phrafed*  245 

maybe,  and  humbly  hope  and  truft  will  be,  your  happy 
cafe,  in  token  of  which  I  Gncerely  and  affectionately 
add,  Amm* 

RECOLLECTIONS/ 

HowfncmHyis  the  Cimfttan  religion  to  civil  government,  and  to  an  univerta* 
benevolence  toward  perfous  of  every  rank  aod  chmdter  I  And  what  fwcct  and 
powerful  arguments  docs  it  afford  to  every  work  of  piety  tow ard-God,  nf  fetf-go- 
vernment,  and  of  tenders  eta  to  the  cbaraticrS)  together  with  meehntfs  and  gtti- 
tienvfa  toward  the  ptrfons  of  ail  mar, kind,  wr.<riher  friends  or  foes  l  May  we  of¬ 
ten  think  how  wretchedly  vile  we  were,  in  our  natural  date,  to  make  us  humble 
in  our  own  eyes,  and  favourable  in  our  difpofitions  towards  others  that  are  in  like 
deplorable  circii  mil  Alices  frill  !  We  cmrfelvts  were  foolifr,  difobedieut,  w  an* 
derm  from  God  and  goodness,  flavrs  to  Icnfual  paQions  and  appetites,  malicious 
envious,  odious,  and  bitter  enemies  to  the  happiuefa  of  one  ov  other  of  our  fellow* 
creatures*  But  O  the  riches  and  Ireenefs  of  divine  mercy  and  gra'-.,  which,  not- 
withftaoding  all  this  u n worth! nefs  and  finfulnefs*  has  made  a  bleifed  change  in  our 
temper  and  condition,  by  means  of  the  goipcl,  when  it  came  to  us  in  the  light 
and  energy  of  the  fplrit !  Wc  are  hereby  brought  into  a  dale  of  grace,  regenera¬ 
ted,  juftfScd,  and  made  heirs  of  eternal  life,  and  have  the  mo  ft  folk!  grounds 
fir  a  comfortable  and  allured  hope  of  a  complete  enjoyment  of  it.  And  O  with 
what  afTetfing  demon  ft  rat  ion  does  it  appear,  that  this  could  never  be  for  the  fake 
of  any  good  thing  done  by  or  found  ;n  fuch  abominable  tinners  as  we  were  ;  but 
is  all  entirely  owing  to  the  mere  mercy  and  grace  of  God,  through  Jcfus  Chriffc 
osir  Saviour,  and  is  made  effeitnalto  us  by  thefpeciaJ  operation  of  his  Spirit !  that 
the  glory  of  it  all  may  be  alcribtd  to  the  Sacred  Three,  according  to  their  joint  a- 
gcticy,  and  concernment  in  bringing  about  our  falvation  !  And  how  fhould 
thefe  true  and  important  flyings  of  God,  be  often  inculcated  and  Em* 
prrfied  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  believers,  forexciting  and  engaging  their 
diligent  care  to  excel  in  all  works  of  pist>\  righteoufneft,  and  chanty,  that 
are  good  and  lovely  jq  themftdves^aml  uftful  to  mankind!  How  ftmulJ  they 
ftiun  all  trifling,  contentions  and  unprofitable  diTputrs  about  religion  1  And 
with  what  Jeriournefs  Ihould  obftmte  hrretJCS  be  warned  of  their  dangerous 
errors,  by  orderly  admonitions  l  Bcu,  in  cafe  of  contumacy,  with  'what 
deteftatron  fliould  they  be  rrje&ed,  as  perfons  that  would  overthrow  the  foun- 
d:x;on  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  that  evidently  labour  at  this,  and  prriifl  in 
i%  aa  rheir  own  fdf  condemning  profeilion  fufiicienily  hit i lies,  whether  it  be  ,t- 
g-dnft  the  duties  of  their  own  conferences  or  not!  But  how  fmcerely  aiiVffiun- 
atc  Ihould  found  believers  be  one  to  another,  as  partakers  of  the  fame  common 
laith  ;  and  how  ready  to  afiift  each  other  in  all  their  wants,  and  to  give,  and  re¬ 
ceive  mutual  Salutations  in  the  Lord  !  Miy  the  love  and  grace  of  Gou  the  Lather, 
Sun,  and  Spirit,  be  with  all  thofc  that  Live  ourLurd  Jefus  Chrift  in  fmcerity  and 
truth  !  Auwu 
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A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Epiftlc  of  the  Apoftle  PAUL 

T  O 

PHILEMON. 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase* 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  PHILEMON* 

THIS  epiflle  to  Phiimm%  though  very  fhort,  and  wrote  (as  fomc 
think  about  the  year  fixty,  or,  as  others  fay,  fnty*three,}  on  a 
private  occafion,  is  very  nervous,  entertaining,  and  inftru£live* 
*Tis  the  mod  perfeft  pattern  bf  familiar  letter-writing,  every  way 
worthy  of  the  great  apoftle,  and  of  our  efteem  and  imitation  :  It  gives 
us  a  mo  ft  remarkable  in  fiance  of  the  free  and  fovcrcign  grace  of  God 
to  as  abandoned  a  wretch  as  can  well  be  imagined  ;  and  of  Providen¬ 
ce’s  over-ruling,  evert  his  wicked  nets  to  fubfcrvc  the  delign  of  grace 
towards  him  :  And  it  contains  the  livtlicft  fentiments  of  flowing  ten- 
dernefs,  generoGty  and  humanity,  and  the  finefl  art  of  perfwaGve  rhe** 
toric  and  gctiteel  addrefs,  together  with  the  native  beauty  of  Chrillian 
companion,  comlefccnfion,  charity,  and  love*  The  characters  under 
which  the  apoftle  Fpeaks  of  himfclf,  and  of  Philemon  and  Qnejintusy 
with  the  reprefent'ations  he  makes  of  Their  refpetlive  circumflaticGs, 
and  the  judicious  ftructure  of  the  whole  epiftlc,  with  every  thought, 
and  indeed  every  word,  from  finl  to  laft,  in  its  proper  place,  are  calcu¬ 
lated  with  almoft  inimitably  dexterity,  and  yet  with  a  natural*  unaf¬ 
fected,  eafy  turn,  and  goujy  fincerity,  to  anfwcr  its  main  point  in 
view. 

PbUetnan*  to  whom  this  letter  was  tv  rote,  appears  in  the  light  of  an 
eminent  Cbriftun,  though,  perhaps,  naturally  of  a  ftiff  temper,  and 
too  apt  to  refent  offences :  He,  probably,  was  a  perfoa  of  conlidcra* 
hie  worldly  fubftanee,  and  converted  by  the  apoftle’s  in  fir  a  mentality, 
wr.  i,— 4*  and  7, —  rp.  5  and  he  feems  to  have  been  a  Cohfan  j  for 
Qnsfimui  h  ibid  to  be  otic  of  ikem^  Col*  jy.  y.  j  and  ArckippiiSy  who  is 

fduttd 
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filuted  here,  (wr.  2,)  is  direfled  to  take  heed  to  his  mmiftry  there* 
CoL  iv.  17* 

Otejhnusi  oa  whofe  behalf  the  apoftle  wrote*  was  Phikmonh  flare, 
and  had  turned  a  thief  and  a  runagate,  who,  in  his  rambles,  came  to 
Kom*k  at  the  time  of  the  apoftlc  Paul's  full  confinement  there,  as  ap* 
peaas  from  the  hope  he  express  of  his  coming  to  Goloffcy  ver,  22-  ao- 
fwerable  to  like  expreffiens  of  it  in  that  fituation,  PbiL  i.  25.  and  if. 
34.  j  whereas,  in  his  iecond  imprifonment,  he  had  na.doubt  but  that 
the  time  of  his  departure  was  then  at  hind,  2  Tim.  iv.  6*  ;  bm,  in  his 
firft  imprifonment,  be  was  allowed  to  preach  to  company  that  came 
to  him  if?  bis  own  hired  houfe,  where  he  dwelt  as  a  prifoner  at  large, 
A3s  xxviti-  30,  31-  (See  the  note  there*)  And  Cnrfmujt  being  brought 
by  the  providence  of  God  under  thefc  miniilrations,  the  Holy  Spirit 
fet  the  word  home  upon  his  heart  to  make  it  effectual  for  his  convei fion, 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  moll  cordial  love  hutveen  the  apoflle 
and  him  ;  in  fo  much  that  Paul  would  have  been  glad  to  have  him  for 
his  attendant,  and  Onefmus  would  willingly  have  waited  upon  him,  in 
his  confinement,  wr.  13*  But  as  the  Chriltian  religion  makes  noal* 
te  rati  on  in  civil  rights,  and  the  apoftle  had  learnt  that  Onefimus  was 
Philemon* s  property  by  the  laws  of  the  country*  he  would  not  detain 
him  ;  but  fending  him  hack  to  his  mailer,  to  whom  he  was  willing  to 
go,  wrote  this  letter  to-difpofe  Philemon  to  forgive  former  injuries,  and 
to  receive  him  into  his  family  and  favour  again* 


After  a  very  moving  and  endearing  falutation^  1,-3,  and  mofl  affec* 
tionnte  exprejfions  of  joy  and  prdifey  on  account  of  Philemon**  jleady 
faith  in  the  Lord  JefiiSy  and  love  to  all  the  faint  *,  and  particular  fo 
to  the  poor  among  them ,  4,— 7,  The  apodlct  with  a  mofl  obliging  ad~ 
drefs ,  opens  the  companionate  dejign  of  his  letter^  ami  throws  toge¬ 
ther  a  variety  of  furprifings  well  adjvflcd^  and  moving  topics ,  to  re* 
commend  Oaeflmus  to  Philemon**  kind  regards*  and  engage  hvn  to 
accept  of  the  return  of  his  penitent  fugitive^  who  would  now  make 
him  a  rich  amends  for  all  the  mi  [demeanours  y  he  had  formerly  been 
gvrby  *f  1  ***d  far  whom  the  apo/lk  promt fes  to  make  up  any  lofs  that 
Philemon  hid  fuftained  hy  hhn^&t — - 22  j  And  then  concludes,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  cvjlomy  with  falutations ,  and  a  beneditth::,  23, — 25* 


Tf*t. 


PAUL,  a  pri- 
fjivjr  of  Je* 
tiu 


Paraphrase, 


T)AU  Ly  t  who  is  now  fufrVring  as  a  prifoner  at  Romet 
^  on  account  of  his  faithful  testimony  to  Jefus  Chrifl, 

in 


NOT!:. 

f  S;ncc  the  apnftle  intended  to  proceed*  corapiifionats  generous  fWt  and  foto  arty 
not  o?  cliff  foul  of  author} tv t  but  of  *A  friend-  hU  point,  th*m  if  htf  b;id  A-jth* <(  IJjnI 

**  ftip  and  love,”  in  huadcireisro  Philmuon,  the  a;v>i*L;j  of  jenu  ChriiV  (whic  h  VUi- 
<**r.  B,p*)  his  prefacing  thtiepiftfewirii*4 Panl,  \rnvix*  w-11  kr-^v  h»n>  to  he)  lie  iifti-iliy 
the  pfi toner  of  the  Lord/'  Mfas  more  tiuL-  d  (1  r*h<-r  'v^or;  nny  runctmed 

decent*  and  frehtng,  us  welt  as  tende*  fi'lUT  or  his  juthor:* 

Jrtndhi£»  and  more  likely  N  ’^k  n;ou  a  ry,  (See  The  noicnn  C;L  i.  i  ) 
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Jus  Car  Id,  and 
TiniothjfiMir  bro¬ 
ther,  unto  PhUtf  * 
men,  our  dearly 

hi.  loved*  atu\  fvl- 

W 'labourer  *, 

&  Ami  to  our 
beloved  Apphirf, 
PjhI  Aichippus 
om  fell  ?>uMu  Idler, 
zn\d  to  :hr  church 
\a  thy  houfe : 


3  Qr:ceto  yon, 

gHfl  peace  irem 
ftixl  i*ur  tutliciTj 
and  the  Jinrd  J-j- 
ius  Chrttt- 


in  preaching  the  gofpd  of  falvation  alone  through  faith 
in  him  s  and  the  excellent  Timothy ,  who,  as  a  Chrifti- 
an  and  minifter,  is  a  brother  in  the  houftold  of  faith, 
and  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  heartily  join  {fee  the  note 
1  Cor *  ]*  j.)  in  fcnd;ng  this  epiftle  to  PkHmon*  our 
dcaily  beloved  brother  in  Chrifl,  (wr,  7*)  and  fellow- 
fervant  for  promoting  his  cat^fe  and  intereft,  according 
to  the  advantageous  ftation  in  which  God  has  placed 
him  *  ;  as  alfo  to  rhe  amiable  Apfhiat  whom  we  love 
in  the  truth,  (2  John  ver,  k)  and  to  the  Colofftan  mi- 
nifter,  Archippys*  who,  having  lifted  under  the  banner 
of  the  Captain  of  falvacion,  wars  a  good  warfare,  as  a 
fellow-fotdier  with  us,  for  the  advancement  of  his  king¬ 
dom  and  glory ;  ami  to  the  whole  of  your  religious  fa¬ 
mily,  dear  Philemon^  which  for  the  beauty  of  its  difei- 
plmc  ami  oulci,  facial  worfhip,  harmony  and  holy 
converfation,  is  a  lively  image  of  a  regular  church  of 
Chrift, 

3  We  meft  affe£lionate!y  unite  in  our  e  a  roe  ft  wilhes 
and- prayers,  that  the  riches  of  divine  grace  in  thtir  ut- 
moft  extent,  mantfeftations,  fruits  and  efFeits,  and  all 
manner  of  profpertty  for  this  world  and  2  better,  may 
be  multiplied  to  all,  and  every  one  of  you,  [****)  by 
the  free  gift  of  God  our  heavenly  Father,  as  the  origi¬ 
nal  fountain  j  and  by  the  mediation,  merit  and  com¬ 
munication  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  the  grand  ap¬ 
pointed  medium  of  conveyance,  and  the  procurer  and 
difpenfer  of  all,  in  the  ad  minift  ration  of  bis  office,  as 
mediator. 


4  t  thank  my  4,  5  As  to  yourfdf  in  particular,  my  compaflionate 
Gift,  m-Aiiiif  rood  friend.  Fijihmon^  I  am  full  of  thanlcfgiving  and 
ahvDys  la  mv  prauc,  on  your  behalf,  to  my  covenant  God  and  Father, 

prayirs  bearing  you  on  my  heart,  and  mentioning  you  before 

th*  ^Ve^ard  ^im  Ereat  delight  *n  niy  daily  add  re  Acs  at  the 

Uithf  throne  of  grace,  on  account  of  what  I  have  had  the 

pleafure 


N  O  T 


*  A*  to  die  ptrfiris  folded  :;*•  thefc  two 

Ttfrft-,  }*iihcmon's  beta^v  "id  a  iKh-w  {*- 
Ittr:\r  wiry  probably  tnlinvi'c,  ijint  he  was, 
Cfwjaacd  ;n  the  work  of  d:e  minify,  hut 
doe*  not  certain!?  prove  it i  ar.y  tlmt 

wre  sdliftrar  the  a  pottle*,  tho*  hut  in  pr:- 

vntc  tUfton;,  for  helpin'*  forward  the  work 
of  ibe  Lrrd,  we*e  fbmtttmcs  fpoken  to¬ 
iler  that  chanr£rtT,  (is  A^uiU  apd  iVifritta 
were,  Rom.  xvi.  j,  (hr  the  pirephr*fc 
there, )  a^dthey  thit  hofpirahly  received  ihe 
ierrants  of  Chrift:,  are  calGi 
(.TutFfjrti)  to  the  troth*  j  John,  ver  G* — Ap- 
phis  is  Aippcfi-d  hy  ibroc  of  the  aocrentj  :o 
nave  hwi  Fhi!emoo*c  wife;  the  epirhet^ 


andtian,  Clarrmoftt,  and  other  copies  add 
fi;Ur.  (ViL  Miii  i:i  Loc.J — Archippn*  was 
a  rahiifUT  of  the  church  at  ColoiTe,  (fee  the 
paraj'Jimie  oh  CoL  iv*  17.)  awl  l)r  Ltght- 
foot  !*idincd  to  think,  that  he  was  Pfcile- 
mcf/a  fon,  or  at  It+ft,  a  fojoumer  in  hh 
hoiiie,  (Vd,  I,  p.  itj  oi  his  works.)— The 
church  in  Phiiemnn’j  houfc  fwms  to  take  in 
the  whole  of  his  Chtiftiin  family.  (See  the 
no'f  tin  Rom.  xvi.  j,J  And  fu  the  apoftle 
fiUucd  all  ihat  were  dear  10  him  and  dwelt 
with  him,  and  fpoke  honourably  and  affec- 
tbraieiy  of  ihen*  to  ingiaiiatekunfelf  with 
them,  awd  cnja^eituir  inicreft  with  Fluk- 
inot)  in  favour  of  Onriimus* 


bvtd  h  fe.-n:uinct  but  rfce  Ale*- 


The  Epifile  U  Philemon  farapbra/ed. 
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ttiih,  which  thou 
halt  toward  the 
J/-ni  jilirs,  >nd 
toward  lUftinti; 


That  the  com- 

rr  unication  of  thy 
iaith  may,  he* 
comcejfoCliial,  hy 
the  jicknowltrl^ 
jil£  of  every  good 
jliiujr  which  is  in 
y.\it  in  Chrjll  Jc- 
ius. 


T  For  xtc  have 
£rtai  joy  and  con¬ 
ation  in  thy 
love,  heeaofe  the 
bowel*  of  the 
Idnti  are  refrdh- 
cil  by  thee,  bro- 
(her. 


&  Wherefore, 
though  I  miffhebe 
much  hold  in 
Clirift,  to  ecjnln 
thee  that  which 
is  convenient : 


p  Yet.  for  love's 
tike 


pleafure  of  bearings  upon  good  intelligence,  of  tbe 
continued  (ledfafttids,  lively  exercife  and  increafe,  and 
honourable  profdlion  of  your  faith,  which  you  bold  fait 
in  a  firm  dependence  on  the  perfou  and  offices,  righte- 
oufnefs,  grace  amt  government  of  Jr  Ai$,  who  is  Lord 
of  all  1 1  and  of  your  growing  and  exemplary  love  to 
all  the  holy  profeffors  of  his  name,  beesufe  they  vifibly 
bear  his  image,  belong  to  him,  and  are  beloved  of  him. 

6  And,  jn  reflection  mi  this,  my  earnefl  requefl  to 
God  for  you  is,  that  your  Jharing  in  the  common  faith 
may  be  effectual  to  engage  you  unto  all  further  a£ts  of 
gencroflty;  and  that  your  readinefs  to  communicate,  as 
the  fruit  of  your  faith,  may  be  an  effectual  means  of 
inducing  all  that  hear  of  it,  and  efpeciaily  that  receive 
the  benefit,  to  make  the  molt  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  a)!  thofe  kind  and  holy  difpofuions  that  are  wrought 
and  operate  in  you  and  your  benevolent  family  (•»■/"* 
wf  x,>ire*  tw.nj  toward  J>.-i’u>  Chrift,  and  his  poor  members 
and  feTvams,  for  his  f..ke,  by  virtue  derived  from  him, 
and  to  his  honour  and  glcry,  and  the  furtherance  of 
his  gofpel. 

7  For  *tis  an  exceeding  great  joy  and  confolation  to 
me  in  my  honds,  as  it  uifo  is  to  Timothy  (ver.  i  )  to 
think  of  the  generous  expreflions  of  your  fmcetc  love  ; 
beenufe  I  am  informed,  that  the  hungry  appetites  and 
empty  ftomachs  of  the  poor,  whether  private  Chrifti- 
ans,  or  holy  minHlcrs,  arc  abundantly  relieved  and  fa* 
lisfied,  to  the  comforting  of  their  hearts,  by  your  cha¬ 
ritable  donations,  my  dear  brother. 

8  Encouraged  therefore  by  your  pious  and  compaf- 
fionatc  temper,  tho*,  were  1  to  infill  on  my  apoftolic 
authority,  which  I  have  received  from  Chriit,  and  ou 
your  obligations  to  me  his  fervarcr,  {ver,  19.)  1  might, 
with  the  high  rone  of  a  father,  take  the  freedom  of 
commanding  you  to  do  what  is  proper,  fit  and  right  in 
the  cafe  I  am  going  to  recommend  to  you, 

$)  Yet  I  rather  choufe  to  wave  that  *  ,  and,  putting 

myfclf 

NOTH  S. 


f  Faith  manifcftly  refers  to  the  Lord  Jc- 
and  Aw  to  nii  the  faint  i,  according  to 
the  nitural  order  i.i  which  t-xprcflions* 
arc  let.  Oil,  i.  4,;  And  therefore  irre,  »*r-M 
in  lcvcratl  other  plaas,  tlisrc  in  nil  he 
3u%td  a  ti  aMrinlukm  of  words ;  and  fo  the 
rc^ti^r  pftfn  on  of  them  in  this  fentence  is 
thus,  UsarinjT  of  thy  faith}  which  thou 
lt  haft  ton -jrd  the  Lord  Jcfur,  and  lore  to- 
viird*  all  the  flints.1  ’  Onr  tranfluorSj  (fays 
Mr  B:aekwa!L  in  Ms  favred  rallies,  V<d. 
J*  T1?f*  (*;,)  improperly  retained  ihe  trtulVo* 
iitMi,  *hkU  will  not  he  endured  io 


hvi  filth  ronftruCUon  Is  allowable  in  Grtelr 
and  tii-d  by  the  n&Ueft  anthers- 

*  Tn  wh.-tt  a  hamlfnme  manner  does  tha 
syotlicimt  him,  and  ircmaluidy  drop,  the 
Cfinfrdcnitjon  of  his  authority  to 
an  I  proceed,  in  the  moff  tender  and  moving 
flrjin,  upon  the  foot  c?T  hvt  and  frirndfliiji, 
toftycrei  Philemon  to  hearken  to  him,  as  to 
u  la$  fiiciM,  hica^rri  friend,  and  prifi'ntr, 
f!  in  :hc  Lord,”  to  work  tip^n  the  venera¬ 
tion,  com pafijon,  and  kii:d  records  of  one, 

w-hofe  ‘ft-nc  roiis  (mitlic  had  jnit  J'nTorc^f^tl 
Vklth  the  mult  plea-in*  tc»ftiictu  th^-t 


ijo  Tht  Epiftle  to  Philemon  paraphra/td. 


fihc  I  rather  be*  myfelf  upon  a  kvcl  with  you,  as  your  brother  in  Chrift, 
\ver.  7.)  to  mrreat  it  of  you,  as  fuch^  by  ail  the  Jove* 
that  the  Lord  him  (elf,  and  I  bear  to  you*  and  that  you 
bear  to  him  ami  his  poor*  and  particularly  to  me  hit 
fuffering  fervant ;  and  I  cannot  doubt*  but  that  your 
fenfe  of  the  love  of  Chrift  to  you*  and  your  love  to  him 
and  his  members*  and  your  compaflionate  and  tenderly 
fympathizing  regards  to  me,  will  move  you  to  do  what 
in  you  lyes  to  comfort  me,  when  you  consider  that  I  am 
not  only  Pi iult  your  fad  friend  and  brother,  bat  your 
aged  friend  of  ripe  judgment,  and  grown  old  in  the 
fervict  of  our  common  Lord  ;  and  am  now,  under  the 
infirmities  and  decays  of  advanced  years,  TufFcring  all 
the  harddiips  of  a  prifon,  through  the  malice  of  my 
enemies,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  gofpd, 
which  1  preach,  and  you  have  received* 

10  What  I,  in  all  love,  would  particularly  requeft 
of  you,  and  is  the  prefent  occafion  of  my  writing,  re- 
I  tegott/fi  fates  to  your  Ihewing  kindnefs  to  one,  who,  by  a  won- 
ia  my  bonds  :  derful  change  wrought  upon  him,  is  become  as  dear  to 
me,  as  though  in  a  literal  fenfe  he  were  a  fon  that  had 
proceeded  from  my  own  bowels,  (ver>  12.) :  To  fpealc 
plainly,  if  it  may  be  without  offence,  I  mean  0ncfimttx9 
your  poor  flave,  to  whom,  whatfoever  he  was  before, 
1  am  become  a  fpintual  father,  as  having  been  inflru- 
mental,  through  the  grace  of  Chnft,  in  regenerating 
him  by  means  of  the  word,  which  1  have  been  permit¬ 
ted  to  preach  in  my  confinement 

%j  Which  in  1 1  In  this  manner  have  I  begotten  him  to  Chrift,  who, 
ilicvu^rofcdbl^  as  I  perceive  by  his  own  penitent  confefflon  with  bro* 
hut  now  profit  kennefs  of  heart,  was  formerly  a  worthlefs  and  injuri- 
Me  to  thtc  and  one  fervant  to  you  j  but  now  having  p-ifled  through  the 
new  birth,  is  become,  according  to  Ehe  fignification  of 
his  name,  a  very  u/efut  one,  and  will  approve  himfeff 
to  be  diligent  and  faithful  to  the  advantage  of  any  that 
may  employ  him,  as  1  have  found  him  to  he  to  myfclf 
fince  his  converGon*  He  would  certainly  make  a  very 
good  fervant  now  to  you,  were  you  to  take  him  again 
into  your  houfe  nttd  favour ;  and  1  fhould  reckon  myfclf 
very  happy  in  his  fervicc,  were  he  to  remain  with  me, 

12  U|xm 


— d 

fudi  a  dk  31  Paul 
the  Rgod,*Dd  now 
elfo  a  prifoi>er  of 
Jdus  Chnft 


10  I  hcfcrch 

Cllr  ■  ■■■ 


NOTE. 


from  ibmg  food,  by  reciting,  with  jny  and 
praifr,  the  great  love  and  liberality  ho  h:d 
(hewn  to  all  the  faints]  w*  4, — 7.  And 
with  wbal  endearment,  in  the  next  verfe, 
dves  he  call  Onefimus  before  he  fo 

much  aa  mentions  his  name ;  and  os  Toon  as 
lie  had  mentioned  it*  led  PiuUfEnoivs  rcfi-ia*- 
went  fltmiU  r;:c  too  high  at  tire,  very  he.r* 
:t#  v;:h  what  Sue  addrefs  ifovs  ivc  cdy 


juft  touch  upon  his  former  faults,  and  in* 
dandy  pafs  on  to  the  happy  change  tlwt 
u'ii  made  upon  him,  to  t.ny  Philemon's 
thoughts  ofT  from  wjr^i  had  been  had,  to 
what  now  was  in  hlioi  and  fi>  riiJpnfl? 
him  to  attend  10  [he  apuftlc*  rccucft,  :ir-t 
to  all  the  motives  he  going  to  idviacc 
to  tn  farce  it*  Ui  Qiiefimu/,  to  vain  ! 


The  EptfileH  Philemon  partphrafed* 


251 


li  Whom  I 
have  lent  again  : 
thou  therefore  re* 
ctive  him  drat  u 
mine  own  botvds* 


13  Whom  I 
would  hive  re¬ 
tained  *ith  m*, 
that  hi  thy  fit  ad 
ho  might  have 
mini  ft  red  unto 
me  tn  the  bonds 
of  the  jofpd. 


14  But  with¬ 
out  thy  cinhd 
would  t  df>  no* 
tlftt;™;  (hit  :hy 
btnrti:  fluvild  iv*£ 
be  ai  it  were  of 
pcctflicy,  but 
willingly. 


For  perhaps 
he  therefore  do* 
piTied  frn1  a  fca- 
(bn,  that  thou 
fhnuMcft  ri-ccivc 
him  for  ever  \ 


Ii  Upon  the  proof  I  have  had  of  him*  and  knowing 
his  wiHingnefs  to  return  .rnd  fubmit  himfelf,  and  make 
all  humble  acknowledgments  of  his  former  crime** 
and  do  hi0  duty  for  tirm:  ro  come,  I  have  feat  him 
back  again  to  you,  with  this  rccommtrnrtatory  letter;  I 
therefore  enmcllly  bsfeecn  you,  {ver*  10.)  to  receive 
him  into  your  favour  and  family*  for  my  fakt,  as  well 
as  for  your  own  advantage,  with  the  fame  readinefs  and 
affe&ion,  as  you  would  any  child  of  mine,  tenderly  be* 
loved  by  me,  as  the  fruit  of  my  own  body,  and  fo  a 
part  of  ruyfclf*  who  fhail  rejoice,  or  be  grieved  at  heart, 
according  to  your  good,  or  I'evcrc  treatment  of  him, 

13  For  my  own  part,  1  would  have  gladly  kept  him 
with  me,  to  perform  all  the  good  offices  toward  me, 
which  I  am  fatisfied,  were  you  here,  you  wouldbe wil¬ 
ling  to  do  for  me  yourfelf ;  or  which,  in  your  abfenoe, 
you  would  wifti  any  fervant  of  yours  fhould  do  in  your 
ftead,  while  I  am  loaded  and  confined  with  the  chains, 
that,  for  preaching  the  gofpel,  are  laid  upon  me,  as  a 
prifoncr  of  Jefus  Chrilt  (ver*  9.) 

14  But  how  much  {never  X  fhould  have  chofen,  and 
been  pleated  with  this,  1  confide  r  him  as  your  property, 
who  have  a  legal  right  to  him,  and  to  all  his  beft  fer- 
vice;  and  therefore  would  not  take  one  ftep  this  way, 
without  your  approbation  and  free  content,  that  the  be¬ 
nefit  1  fliouid  receive  from  your  fervant,  and  confequent- 
ly  from  yourfelf,  might  not  be  extorted  from  you,  as 
what  you  could  not  decently  refufe  ;  but  that  it  might 
be  left  entirely  to  your  own  choice,  to  do  ia  it  juft  as 
you  think  beft  ;  and  that  whatever  favour  jot  may  (hew 
him  and  me,  it  might  not  proceed  from  any  force  upon 
your  inclinations  ;  but  merely  from  your  own  good-will 
and  pleafiire* 

15  For,  pofiibly,  the  defign  of  Providence,  in  per¬ 

mitting  his  leaving  you,  anil  your  lefing  his  fervice  for 
a  little  time,  as  it  were  but  for  an  hour,  was, 

not  only  that  he  might  be  brought  under  thofe  means 
of  grace  which  God  intended  to  imkc  effe£hial  for  his 
conrerfion,  who,  under  all  the  excellent  opportunities 
he  had  in  your  eminent  religious  family,  grew  worfe 
and  worfe ;  butalfo  that  he  might  be  made  a  fo  much  bet¬ 
ter  fervant,  and  he  fo  ingratiated  thereby  to  you,  as 
might  give  you  the  greater  pleafure  and  advantage  in 
receiving  him  again,  to  continue  with  you  all  the  days 
of  his  life,  *  like  thofe  fervants  under  the  law,  who  faid, 

1  love 


N  O  T  E* 

*  F*r  wr  her*,  in  allufioiii  a*  fonisfa:*-  tt>  Uicouri  of  t!*  ftrvanl’s  life ;  nor  ran  it  h#r 
P4K,  toliftOiL  iCjfiUbcaLUioitwnly  any  f'^ber,  if  *e 

r  1  '  uthct> 


*5* 


i(  Not  now  ns 
ft  icmnt,  but 
abore  3  frrvant,  a 
biwhcr  kbTCtl, 
iperinily  10  mcy 
box  how  much 
more  uato  ihce, 
boih  in  the  fc?h, 
ftoi  ia  the  Lord  l 


n  If  thou 
maoE  me  there- 
(o«  a  partner, 
re**i*«  him  as 


IS  If  hr  Jisth 
wjogfti  thee, 'or 

wrfh  thtr  uught, 
pot  that  i>u  mine 
BCTOOUt. 


ip  1  Paul  have 
■written  if  with 
mine  otui  hand, 
I  wilt 


ThtEpiflU  to  Philemon  paraphrafid* 

I  love  my  mjfttr,  and  viiU  not  go  out  frec^  (Ex*  x^i-  5  J 
and  even  to  dwell  with  you  in  heaven  to  all  eternity* 

16  You  may  entertain  him  now,  doe  merely  as  1 
common  fervant  or  flave;  but  as  one  that  is  worthy  of 
flill  higher  rcfpc£t,  even  as  a  brother  in  the  l^ord,  great¬ 
ly  beloved  of  him,  and  of  all  his  Chnfllan  acquaintan¬ 
ces  ;  and  efpectally  of  me,  who  have  been  the  inftru- 
ment  of 'this  happy  and  holy  change  upon  him,  and 
have  had  the  belt  opportunities  of  obferving  his  honour¬ 
able  behaviour  in  cunfequence  of  it  i  but  how  much 
more  fttil  ought  he  now  10  be  affe&ionatdy  efteemed 
and  valued  by  you,  as  your  property,  relating  to  the 
concerns  of  the  body,  and  as  henceforth  your  mod  lov¬ 
ing  and  dutiful  fervant}  yea,  as  your  brother  in  the 
faith  and  fellovvlliip  of  the  gofpel,  and  equal  (barer,  as 
fuch,  with  you,  in  all  the  privileges  and  bldTmgs  of 
ChritVs  family  and  kingdom  here,  and  for  ever  here¬ 
after* 

17  If  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  you  have  any  value 
and  refpett  for  me,  and  count  me  your  friend,  brother, 
fellow*-]  abourer,  and  joint-heir  of  grace  and  glory,  and 
one  that  has  be en  bit  fled  of  God  to  the  good  of  your 
own  foul ;  and  would  make  me  a  partaker  oi  that  ge¬ 
nerous  goodnefs  which  you  have  been  fo  ready  to  (how 
to  others,  [ycr*  7*)  1  bcfeech  you  not  to  deny  my  re- 
queft  ;  but  receive  him  with  the  fame  cheaifulnefs  and 
kindnefs  as  you  would  my  own  perfon,  who  fo  tender¬ 
ly  intereft  myfelf  in  his  cafe,  and  (hill  reckon  your  fa¬ 
vour  to  him  as  fhe\vn  to  my  ft  if.  .. 

18  If  (3$  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear)  you  have  fuf* 
tained  Ms  or  damage,  by  his  purloinings  or  embezzle¬ 
ments,  be  it  to  a  greater  or  teller  degree,  or  if  he  is  any 
way  in  debt  ro  you,  ler  not  that  hinder  your  free  re¬ 
ception  of  him*  Though  he  be  not  able  to  make  any 
refti lotion,  place  all  that  to  my  account  *  ;  fo  as,  in  a 
way  of  legal  eRimation,  to  impute  it  to  me,  and  make 
me  anfwerable  for  it* 

19  I  Paut9  your  faithful  friend,  engage  to  you,  as  I 
now  do,  under  my  own  hand-writing,  that  (God  wil¬ 
ling)  1  will  ceitainly  clear  oil'  this  fcore,  and  tnake  you 

full 


hot 

jQthenj  that  the  apoftlt  referred  to  hattbcji- 
Jfcrwmift,  that  were  bought  by  the  //Wiiftf 
to  be  th^h  hood-men  and  bond-maids  for 
frer^Ler.  xvr*  4^  46.  :  Hitt  iheargumenm 
frill  more  touching  on  fnppnftnon  that  the 
aprflc  had  a  fwrrbcr  m  to  thdi  eternally 
dwelling;  tr^c!htr  in  heaven. 

*  Pttf  ibjt  ca  mkr  *«*&*/,  ttm  i\- 


E, 

vt/ft)  orjm^f/rif^raejCtprcflrtjand  gtees  ^ 
ajuit  notion  of  proper  fjHj?NtaA*R,  in  a  «Myof 
t^l  account;  and  this  ^ith  a  fimibr  vetb  nf 
like  figmifcaiion  ^rendered  iwi* 

fat?)  wiih  regard  to yfriand  ri^bfccajhcjij  Rom, 
iv,  d,  Sp  11.  ami  V.  I  5*  Here  then  i?a  jiLin 
hifraiiei:  of  ihc  imputation  n\  that  to  angina, 
which  not  U:$  Lefo*:* 


The  Rpijik  fa  Phil b mon  porapkrajcd. 


1  will  repay  it; 
illicit  !  do  not 
fry  to  the*  bin* 
tkou  uwcfl  unto 
m=  even  tliirie 
qua  fc!f  betides. 


i£>  Ya,  bro- 
tbert  let  me  have 
joy  of  thee  in  the 
Lord:  rdfdh  my 
hovels  m  the 
Lord, 


a  t  Hairing  con¬ 
fidence  in  thy  o- 
bcdtciice,  I  wro*c 
»nto  theeT  know¬ 
ing  that  chon 
vili  at  fa  do  more 
dun  i  bay. 


11  But  withal 
prepare  me  al  lb  1 


kxisrin^ :  for  t 
iruft  that  through 
yoof  p  iiyers  I 
PteU  he  ftivrn  un+ 

l-j  you* 


13  There  fr¬ 
ill*  c  thee  J^h- 
T?hns  my  fellnw- 
prtfancr  iu  Cbrill 
J-hs; 


full  fatisfatlion  to  the  utmoft  farthing:  This  1  will 
cheerfully  do,  notwith (landing  my  (lraiten’d  circumftan- 
ces,  .and  your  affluence ;  though  I  might  infill  upon  it* 
but  flinll  not,  thar,  in  b  dancing  accounts,  you  owe  me 
a  great  deal -more  than  he  can  have  wrong'd  you  of} 
even,  in  z  way  of  tnftruinentalicy,  the  fslvation  of  your 
own  foul,  as  1  was  the  means. of  bringing  you  to  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  faith  iu  him  for  eternal  life. 

70  Yea,  1  earneftly  befcech  you,  as  a  brother  in  fa- 
cred  relation  to  me,  as  well  as  to  Onefimuit  to  receive 
him  cordially  for  my  fake,  as  well  as  his  own,  not  to 
fay  for  yours  atfo,  and  in  oft  of  all  for  the  Lord  Jefus’fl 
fake,  that  1  may  rejoice  in  reflection  upon  the  etRcacy 
of  his  grace  to  engage  your  love  and  forgivenefs  to  this 
poor  Have,  as  one  that  you  and  1  eilecm,  under  tbecon- 
fi  deration  of  him  as  united  to  Chrift  by  faith  i  let  my 
heart  be  comforted  now,  in  my  bonds,  with  the  great 
pleafure  I  (hall  feel  in  your  dealing  kindly  with  him, 
whom  I  am  fo  touchingly  concerned  for,  on  the  Lord 
Chrift's  account,  in  whofe  name  1  beg  this  favour  of 
you. 

2i  Tbe  great  confidence  1  have  had  in  your  willing* 
nefs  to  hearken  to  me,  and  yield  obedience  ro  our  Lord's 
commands,  with  rrlpett  to  forgiving  injuries,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  a  difciple  in  the  name  of  a  difeipte,  (Mat.  x» 
43.  and  Luke  vu  37.}  encouraged  me  to  write  to  you 
on  behalf  of  this  poor  returning  fugitive ;  and  1  hare  a 
pica  ling  fatisfa&iou  in  my  own  mind,  that  you  will  be 
ready  to  Ihow  him,  even  more  favour  than  I  have 
requeued  for  him  i  and  fo  1  leave  that  matter  for  the 
prefent. 

72  But  1  would  further  add  my  defire,  that  you  woald 
provide  fome  proper  place  for  me  to  lodge  at  when  I 
come  to  Cskffii  and  may  have  an  opportunity  of  ma¬ 
king  a  perform!  acknowledgment  &£  your  kinduefs  to 
Oiie/tmtts,  and  me  therein,  and  of  paying  what  he  owes 
you  :  for  1  trull  in  th;  Lord,  thac  by  means  of,  and  ia 
anfwer  to  your  and  ocher  Chriftians  prayers,  ( Phil .  i. 
19.).  I  fhull  for  this  tine  be  fet  at  liberty  from  my 
bonds,  as  one  gracioully  given  of  Clod  to  you  lor  your 
further  fpiritual  profit,  and  thall  have  the  pleafure  of 
making  you  a  vifit  to  our  mutual  fatisfa&iom 

73  Epxpbrat)  one  of  your  minifters,  a  dear  fellow, 
fervam,  who  is  fervent  in  prayer,  and  has  a  great  zeal 
for  the  church  of  Cokjfe ,  (Col.  i.  7.  and  tv.  17,  13.)  and 
in  now  my  fellmv-fuftcrer  in  prison  for  the  caufe  of 
Chrift,  feuds  his  rooft  affc&icnsrs  refpefts  ro  you,  (fee 
the  note  on  PbU.  ii*  25.) 


74  And 


2S4 

*4  A- 

rtf  larch  ps,  Do¬ 
nas,  Loess,  my 
feUow-laUnirerB. 


*$  The  grace 
of  mirLnrd  Jefiis 
Chrift  tkc  with 
your  ipiris  A- 

nica. 
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24  And  io  does  John  Mark,  for  whom  I  have  the 
greatcfl  friendship,  notwithstanding  fome  former  dif* 
pleafure  I  conceived  at  his  having  gone  from  me,  (A£ls 
IT*  37»  3$-)  as  alfo  Arifiarchu  1  the  Macedonian,  who 
was  expo  fed  to  the  utmoft  danger,  for  my  fake;  at  Efhe- 
fus,  (A£ts  *i*. -?p.)  and  Danas\4t  and  Luke  the  beJo- 
ved  phylician,  (Co/,  iv.  14.)  who  are  my  fellow  labour¬ 
ers  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 

25  May  the  free  Jove  and  favour  of  our  Lord  Jcfus 

Chrift,  with  aH  its  fumble  and  abounding  manifefta* 
tion$j  fruits,  and  effects*  be  with  the  foui  of  every  one 
of  you,  {?***  T*  t\iw» }  to  guide,  comfort,  ftrength- 

en,  and  fan£Hfy  you,  yet  more  and  more,  and  to  flip* 
ply  alt  your  wants,  till  ye  arrive  at  his  heavenly  king* 
dom*  In  teftimony  of  my  ardent  defire  and  hope  of 
this  all-compre  hen  five  blelHng  for  you,  I  fay  Amtn. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  wonderful  change  does  lbvn-eign  grace  make  upon  Tinners,  as  profli¬ 
gate*  baft,  and  abondomrd  as  Onefimu s  had  been,  who  of  a  perfidious  thief,  un¬ 
profitable  lazy  Have,  and  vagrant  and  runagate  from  his  matter,  became  a  fober, 
diligent,  ufcful,  ami  faithful  tenant  !  O  how  entity  can  God  over-rule  even  the 
wictednefe  of  theft  for  good,  to  ivhoiti  he  has  a  ddign  of  (bowing  mercy  !  With 
what  tender  affection  do  the  inftruir.cnts  of  thejr  convcrfion  think  and  fpcak  of 
them,  as  though  they  were  the  children  of  their  own  bowels  !  How  becoming  is 
it  forthofc,  that  arc  their  matters  after  the  flefh,  and  have  been  injured  by  them* 
to  forgive  and  love  fuch  penitents,  as  more  than  bare  lervants*  even  as  brethren 
in  the  Lord !  How  happy  may  they  think  themfclves  in  the  future  better  tervJces, 
that  arc  to  be  charitably  expected  from  them  !  And  how  worthy  of  imitation  is 
the  great  apottte’s  wifdom,  condefeenfion,  and  engaging  way  of  arguing*  tore* 
commend  returning  penitents  to  the  favour  and  Companion  of  thofe  that  had 
been  juftly  offended  at  them  for  psft  abufes  !  They  are  to  be  intruded  for  love’s 
fake,  with  an  addrefs  to  their  benevolent  temper,  and  confidence  in  their  frienrf- 
fliip  ;  and  with  the  moft  mollifying,  inftcad  or  aggravating  repreftntations  of  the 
crimes  that  have  been  committed,  rather  than  to  be  over-aw'd  with  authority ; 
or  deprived  of  their  civil  property,  without  their  own  free  ermfent:  They  are  to 
be  reminded  of  the  happy  turn  that  is  given  to  the  formerly  iniquitous  difpofition 
of  him  that  is  recommended  to  their  favour  ^  of  the  advantage  that  will  accrue 
(o  thcmfelves  by  complying  with  a  requeft  on  his  behalf;  and  of  the  kindnrft 
that  wifi  be  therein  iittjwn,  not  to  fay  the  obligation  they  arc  under,  to  the  inter¬ 
ceding  friend,  who  will  efteem  it  as  done  to  hunfelf,  will  rca<Uly  undertake  to  re¬ 
pay  any  damages  that  have  be cu  fufleral  by  purloinings*  or  other  wile,  and  will 
rejoice  in  the  Lord^  tm  account  of  his  difpofiug  them  to  marnfeft  a  forgiving  fpi- 
rit  for  his  fake.  With  what  face  could  any,  that  harden  themtelvcs  again  ft  fuch 
melting  importunity,  ever  think  of  feeing  theiVirnd  that  ufesit  with  fo  much 
earned  concern  for  its  fuccefs  ;  cfpecially  if  tic  be  one,  to  whom  they,  in  foTnc 
tenfe,  owe  their  own  happtntte  for  this  world,  or  a  better  ?  And  O  bow  amiable 
is  the  perfon  whofe  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  love  to  all  the  faints  are  difplaycrf, 
in  forgiving  the  offences  of  brethren,  and  bountifully  refrt  flung  the  bowels  of 
the  poor,  and  in  contributing,  all  that  in  him  Ives,  to  the  comfort  of  the  aged, 

perfccutcd, 


NOTE. 


t  This  is  that  Demat,  who  afterwards  “  ioved  this  prefent  world,'*  %  Tim.  It,  if. 
in  the  tpofllc'5  fecond  imprifooment  at  (i?c  (he  note  there,) 

Rome*  fcribok  him  m  hii  troubles,  *F  having 
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pcrfecuted,  afflicted  fcmntsof  the  Lord;  and  whofe  religious  Family  appears 
with  ail  the  beauty  and  order  of  a  church  of  Chrift '  Such  exemplary  and  uftful 
profdTora  of  the  gofpel  oujthttobe  remembered,  with  thankful  rids  to  Godin 
prayer  ;  and  there  cannot  but  be  an  exceeding  plcafure  in  foluting  them  after  a 
godly  fort,  and  haring  a  holy  parrrerfhip  and  communion  with  them.  Who 
would  not  wUli*  that  every  bklTing  of  grace  and  peace  may  be  multiplied  to  them* 
from  the  Father  of  mercies*  through  the  mediation  of  his  Son  I  Mfoy  the  grace 
of  our  LonJ  Jclbs  Cbriit  be  with  their  [pints;  and  all  that  love  him  fay  Amen* 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

OF  THE 

EPISTLE  TO  THE 

HEBREWS. 

In  the  Form  of  a  PtattasitE. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  HEBREWS. 

THIScpfftle  to  the  Hebrews  is  mod  generally  fuppofed,  and  that 
with  the  greateft  probability,  to  have  been  written  by  the  apoftie 
Paul  before  the  deftruflion  of  Jentfalem ,  while  he  was  a  prifoner  at 
lime  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  Jixty-tbree  j  though  on  account  of 
Jevtifh  prejudices  again (I  him,  as  the  apoftie  of  the  Gentiles ,  and  a 
ttrenuous  aflerter  of  juftification  alone  through  faith  In  Cbrift  without 
the  deeds  of  the  law,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  point  of  great  pru¬ 
dence  in  him,  that  he  concealed  his  name,  and  that  inftead  of  laying 
the  weight  of  his  do£trin«,  as  he  ufually  did  in  other  epiftles,  upon 
his  apoltolic  authority,  he  began  this,  and  all  along  carried  on  bis  de- 
fign  in  ir,  upon  the  foot  of  the  authority  of  the  Old  T tjlamen t-fcrip~ 
turei ,  which  thefe  Hebrews  univerfally  owned  to  be  of  divine  inspira¬ 
tion  :  and,  as  the  poftfcript  avers,  it  feems  to  have  been  fent  by  7mbo- 
thy.  (See  chap.  xiii.  ti,  23.) 

The  moll  considerable  evidences  of  the  apoftie  Pants  being  the  au¬ 
thor  of  it  are,  his  fublimc  fentiments,  and.  clofc,  nervous  and  pathe¬ 
tic  way  of  reafoning,  and  apply)  og  things  chat  relate  to  the  perfon  ami 

offices 
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offices  of  Chrift,  and  to  the  nature,  ufe,  and  dtfign,  together  wrth  the 
aboiifhmerit,  of  the  Mofaic  iuliiiutiotjs,  wherein  this  writer  ftews  the 
molt  exalt  and  extenfivc  acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  the  Jcvsijb 
chuich,  which  the  apoitle  Paul  had  been  mod  accurately  led  into  by 
Gamaliel's  in  It  r  nations,  under  whom  he  profited  in  the  Jems  religion 
above  many  of  bis  ey  teals,  (Gal.  i.  14.)  and  in  this  e piffle  he  fpe^lts  of 
bis  bonds ,  and  of  'T iaioihj  as  his  companion,  and  ciofes  it  with  f.ilu ta¬ 
ttoos  from  the  Chriffians  of  Italy,  and  with  his  ufua]  benediction, 
Grace  be  with  you  all,  which  be  mentions  as  the  token  in  all  his  epif- 
tics,  2  Tbejf.  iii.  17,  18.  And  iome  funpofe  the  apollle  Peter  refers  to 
this  very  epiltle,  when  writing  to  the  Hebrews  he  takes  notice  of  what 
his  beloved  brother  Paul  had  wrote  to [them.  2  Pet.  iii. '15,  16.  (See 
the  note  there.)  Upon  the  whole,  this  epiltle  was  owned  to  be  the  apo- 
ftle  Paul’s  by  the  generality  of  the  primitive  writers  and  councils  of 
the  full  four  centuries  ;  and  for  many  ages  was  univerfally  received, 
as  fuch,  by  the  churches,  as  has  been  obferved  by  various  learned  men. 
(See  Dr  Owen’s  third  excrcitariun,  and  Dr  IVhitby’ s  and  Mr  Peirce  i 
preface  to  this  eptfflc.)  1  ft  all  therefore  make  no  fcruple,  in  the  couifc 
of  the  expolirion,  to  '.’peak  of  the  apoliie  Paul  as  its  author. 

However,  it  feems  that  the  perfons  to  whom  it  was  molt  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  knew  who  was  the  author  of  it,  fmee  he  fays  to  them, 
chap.  xiii.  1 8,  19.  Pray  for  us  ;  for  me  Irujt  vie  have  a  good  confcicnce 
in  all  things,  willing  to  live  benefit y  ;  But  I  befcech  you  the  rather  to  do 
this,  that  we  may  be  refiored  to  you  the  fooner.  And  the  divine  autho¬ 
rity  of  this  epiltle  (which  has  been  readily  allowed  by  fume,  that  have 
not  aieribed  it  to  the  apoffle  Paul)  has  no  dependence  ou  our  certainly 
knowing  the  name  of  the  writer,  any  more  than  the  authority  of  feve¬ 
rs!  books  of  the  Old  Teflument  does  upon  our  knowing  who  were 
tbe  penmeu  of  them. 

The  Jews,. to  whom  this  epiltle  was  fent,  feem  to  have  been  the 
whole  body  of  them  that  had  made  a  profeffion  of  Chrilt ;  but  it  was 
probably  fent  tliredl'y  and  immediately  to  thofe  of  Judea  and  Jervfa* 
lem,  to  be  communicated  from  them  to  their  brethren  that  were  difper- 
fed  through  various  countries  :  And  as  many  of  them  were  too  much 
attached  to  the  Msfaic  law,  and  others  were  iu  great  danger  of  aj'olia- 
tizing  from  Chrilt  and  tbe  gofpel,  through  the  fubtilty  of  fair:  tcach- 
.ers,  and  through  the  violent  perfections  that  their  infi del-brethren 
flirred  up  againff  them;  fo  the  apollle  accommodates  the  different 
parts  of  his  cpiffle  to  their  lefpeltivs  circumflanccs,  and  even  to  the 
cotiveilion  of  fuch  unbelievers  among  tbem,  as  preferred  th t  Jegaf  to 
the  £,fl/jM,/-;tifpenfation.  Accordingly  his  principal  deiign  is  to  let  forth 
the  excellency  of  the  gofpel  above  the  law,  in  fuch  a  way  as  might 
direct  and  cfabliOt  the  faith  of  true  believers  in  it,  without  any  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  Mofaic  obfervances,  and  encourage  them  to  adhere  faithfully 
and  perfevcringly  to  it  under  all  the  difficulties  and  trials  that  attended 
their  profeffion  of  it;  as  might  atfo  recommend  it  to  the  acceptance 
of  Jev/iJb  unbelievers ;  and  might  awaken  and  convince  fuch  of  their 
danger,  as  ftiould  rejeft,  or  apolhtizc  from  it. 
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In  purfuit  of  this  great  and  complicated  defigo,  he  fets  out  with  a 
lofty  account  of  the  dignity  of  Chriit's  per/ant  who  is  the  divine  au¬ 
thor  and  fubjedl  of  the  gofpel,  and  fuperior  to  all  the  prophets*  and 
even  to  the  molt  exalted  angel*)  by  whole  mtniflration  the  Jaw  was  de¬ 
livered  at  mount  Siaait  together  with  the  diftinguifliing  regard  which 
he  had  (hewn  to  the  human)  more  than  to  the  angelic  nature,  chop,  i, 
iu  Hereupon  he  particularly  repreftnts  Chrift  to  be  fuperior  in  office* 
as  a  prophet^  to  Mofcs  ;  and,  as  a  priejt*  t0  Abraham  the  father  of  the 
faithful,  and.  to  Aaron  the  high -priefl  of  I/racl t  rogethenvith  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  and  eternity  of  his  pridthood,  which  uras  after  the  order  cf  itff/- 
cbizedeck*  who  was  a  king ,  as  well  as  a  priefl ,  chap*  Ui* — vii,  Having 
thus  eftablifhed  the  tranfcerdcr;t  dignity  of  Chntl/s  per  Jon  and  tjfices 9 
and  that  particularly  in  oppofltion  to  the  tiefe&sof  the  Lcviilcal prnjt- 
hood)  he  gues  on  to  the  excellency  of  his  offering)  beyond  thofe  that 
were  made  under  the  law;  and  of  the  new  covenant)  which  is  efla- 
blilhed  upon  better  promifes  than  that  of  mount  Sinai)  chap*  viii* 
From  thence  he  proceeds  to  flitrw  ihs  great  benefit  of  gojpeUordinances^ 
above  thofe  of  the  Mofiiic  iuftirutiou  ;  and  of  the  facrjfice  of  Clmfl* 
.by  which  thefe  and  the  New  Te (lament-church  are  purified  beyond 
what  could  be  obtained  hy  thofe  faaificcs,  by  whicb  the  firft  taberna¬ 
cle,  and  its  various  appendages  of  worfhip  were  dedicated  ro  God,  as 
prefigurative  of  thefe,  chap .  ix*  lie  then  goes  on  to  the  pcrfcSlion  of 
thrifts  Jacrifice  to  mate  atonement  fur  fin,  of  which  ail  the  faertfi— 
ccs  tinder  the  law  were  only  (hadows  aTid  figure?,  utterly  infufiicient 
to  take  away  fin,  c hap,  x.  Hereupon  he  gives  a  noble  view  of  the  ex¬ 
cellency  and  power  of  faith  in  the  parriuichs  and  holy  men  of  old,  to 
animate  the  believing  Hebrews  to  perfeverance  in  the  faith  of  the  gof- 
pd,  chap.  xi.  And  adding  to  this  cloud  of  witndlrs  the  example  o£ 
a  fufFering  Saviour,  and  the  confidential!  of  the  much  greater  excel¬ 
lence  and  duration  of  the  Chrijiian,  than  the  Uga /- ./ if p enfaticn.  Ha 
exhorts  profefiing  believers  to  perfji  hi  the  faith  and  hatiuejs  of  the  gef- 
peit  and  to  take  heed  of  apo/Iacy,  uotwithftandiag  all  the  cruel  perie- 
cutions  and  formidable  dangers  they  were  expofed  to  for  their  holy  pre- 
fcflionj  and  concludes  with  further  exhortations  to  various  duties,  wirh 
defiring  their  prayers,  and  offering  up  his  own  for  them,  and  •with  fa- 
lutatious  and  his  ufual  benediction,  chap.  xii.  xiii. — But  in  ieverai  parts 
of  the  collie  he  gives  bimfelf  a  great  liberty  of  enlarging  upon  prece¬ 
ding  topics,  and  often  intermingles  fotemn  caution,  l'wcet  encourage¬ 
ments,  and  earned  exhortations,  to  patience,  conflancy,  and  perfeve- 
rance,  fuitable  to  the  different  chara&ers  of  (.hole  Jews  into  whofe 
hands  this  Epiftle  might  be  fuppofed  to  come. 


Vol.  V. 
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CHAP.  I. 

The  npojl //,  to  Jhew  the  excellency  of  the  gof pel  of  Chrift  above  the  lav/ , 
and  to  encourage  an  adherence  to  it*  introduces  his  great  dejtgn  with 
an  account  of  the  different  manner  and  feafons  in  which*  and  of  the 
perfons  by  whom*  the  revelations  of  them  refpeElively  were  made  j  and 
deferibes  the  trdnfcendcnt  dignity  of  the  Son  of  Cod  in  his  divine  per* 
foiiy  and  in  his  creating  and  mediatorial  work*  whereby  be  excells  alt 
that  went  before  him *  1 , — 3,  And  in  bis  fuperiority  to  all  the  holy 
,  angels*  which  is  proved  by  a  comparifon  between  him  and  them  in  va¬ 
rious  particulars *  in  which  he  has  a  glorious  pre-eminence  above  them* 
4t — M* 

Tut,  Paraphrase- 

G?“*,w5«^  MT  g«at  delign  in  writing  this  EpifUe  to  the  Jevsijb 
and i n direr! rain-  brethren,  is  to  givtf  them  a  juft  view  of  the  great 
ners,  fpafccr  in  difference  there  is  between  the  Mofaic  law  and  the  gof* 
SiTfatfetsb^he  Pe®  Je^us  Chrift,  and  of  the  vaft  preference  of  this 
'prophets,  Y  difpenfation  to  that  j  and  thereby  to  engage  them  to 
embrace  and  adhere  to  the  latUrt  as  what  is  intended 
to  perfect  and  fuperfede  th e  former  •.  In  order  hereunto, 
let  us  lirftof  all  confider  that,  though  they  were  both 
of  divine  original ;  yet  Gad  the  Father,  who  anciently 
declared  his  mind  and  will  to  our  pious  anccjtors,  did 
it  not  fully,  nor  alt  at  once,  but  (»*».«</■»;)  by  degrees, 
with  increafing  light,  in  feveral  parcels,  one  rime  after 
another,  before  the  days  of  Mojes\  and  then  by  him, 
and  all  along  afterwards  by  other  infpired  prophets  un¬ 
der  the  Je-wifb  difpenfation,  until  the  fpirit  of  proph^ 
cy  ceafed  in  the  church  cf  Ifrael ;  and  who  in  divers 
ways  communicated  his  word  to  them,  as  in  dreams, 
vilions,  dark  figures,  and  immediate  impulfes,  and  the 
like,  in  fuch  a  gradual  manner,  as  left  room  for  an  ex* 
peftatlon  of  ftill  further  difeoveries  of  his  mind  and 
will  in  the  MclfiaVs  days,  who,  as  the  Samaritans ,  and 
the  Jews  themfelves  believed,  would  give  the  fulleft 
and  cieareft  revelation  that  ever  ihouldbe  made  in  this 
world  to  the  confummation  of  all  things.  (See  Joint 
iv.  2;.) 

i  Hata  in  th«<e  2  God,  I  fay,  at  the  clofe  of  the  Jnnifb  ftate,  and 
umn^ru  under  the  lafl  difpenfation  of  bis  grace,  which  was  fre- 

Son"  whom  h«  quently  foretold  as  tht  latter  days  and  the  lafl  times, 
hath  appointed  has  now  completely  made  known  the  whole  fyftcm  or 
byir  whon^'aSra  fchemc  of  his  councils  in  the  gofpel  to  us,  their  de- 
he  made  the  feendents  by  a  much  more  glorious  meffenger,  even  by 
■  wetld*  i .  his  erernal,  only-begotten  and  incarnate  Son,  (John  i. 

i8>)  who,  as  he,  being  by  nature  God,  has  an  original 
and  effsntial  right  to  inherit  all  things  ;  fo  by  fpecial 

conllitution. 
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J  WW  being 
(he  bngh:u«J*  of 
his  jgJoFY.  sind 
the  expreu  image 
of  his  perfon, 
and  Upholding  all 
tb:ug&  by  the 
wnrd  o(  hi*  pow¬ 
ers  when  he  had 
by  htmfclf  poigcd 
our  tin*,  fat  down 
on  the  right  ha  fid 
of  theMajcfty  on 
high : 


conftiu^tion*  agreeable  to  rhe  perfon  al  union  of  the  di¬ 
vine  and  human  natures  in  him,  God  the  Father  or¬ 
dained,  and  fettled  him  in  his  incarnate  (late  and  office- 
char  after,  as  God-man  Mediator,  to  be  his  JirJi*bornt 
higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth,  (Ph  kxxix.  27,)  the 
Lord,  proprietor  and  poflelTor,  ruler  and  difpbfer  of  all 
perform  and  things,  and  head  "over  all  things  to  the 
church,  (Ephef.  i*  22*};  infomuch  that  we  cannot  inhe¬ 
rit  any  hi  effing,  but  under  him  :  And  of  this  he  can¬ 
not  but  be  infinitely  worthy,  as  the  Creator  of  all,  by 
whom,  not  as  an  mftrum^nt  or  undcr-agcnt,  bur  as  a 
divine  perfon,  who,  everting  h!s  own  power  in  a  pro¬ 
per  order,  together  with  the  Father,  made  the  upper 
and  lower  worlds,  and  all  things  whatever,  from  the 
highefito  the  loweft  ranks  of  creatures  that  are  in  them  ; 
So  thatwithouthimu/ajnotany  thing  made  that  mas  made- 
(Seethe  notes  On  ve r,  10,  and  John  i,  and  Coh  i,  i6.) 

3  AU  hts  Father  (bines  in  him,  who  is  originally,  as 
a  divine  perfon,  the  illuftrious  fplendor  of  the  glory, 
and  mod  exaft  character  of  (he  perfon  of  his  Father,  as 
a  Son  of  the  fame  nature,  and  effential  properties  with 
him  J;  and  who  manifefhtivdy,  as  the  Son  of  God 
incarnate,  exhibits  fuch  an  accurate,  fubftantial,  and  vi¬ 
able  reprefenution  of  ihe  Father  in  his  ii.  finite  wifdom* 
power,  and  grace,  holinefs,  and  every  other  perfection* 
that,  he,  mho  has  feen  the  Son ,  has  fern  the  Father  atfo  7 
(John  xiv*  p*)  And  as  this  glorious  Son  of  God  crea¬ 
ted  ;  fo  he  fupports,  maintains,  and  governs  alt  ranks, 
orders,  and  individuals  of  bis  works  by  his  own  al¬ 
mighty  efficacious  oprinuon,  which  he  exerts  with  as 
much  eafe  as  by  fpeaking  a  word,  by  which  he  com¬ 
mands,  and  they  Hand  faft,  {Pf>  xxxm,  9*)  $  and  fo  by 

him 
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}  As  no  one  firoUitnde  tafca/i  from  creatures 
is  fuJficicot  to  ill  nitrate,  both  the  eiicntial 
union,  and  perfoBal  ditimftion,  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Son ;  fo,  as  t  humbly  conceive,  the 
Soa’i  bring  “  the  brightndk  of  die  glory*’ 
^wttvyue  of  the  Father,  re¬ 

late*  to  his  cjftrttiai  2nd  inseparable  union 
■wi:h  the  Father,  as  “  all  tiic  ftilneft  of  the 
«  Godhead  dwell*"  fitbfhnmllf  in  him. 
(See  the  note  an  Col,  ihp*}  And  this  may 
be  alkd  the  “  brightral*  of  the  Fithcr’t 
11  111  (ion  to  (he  refulgent  bright* 

nets  of  a  hunt  ran*  body,  and  particularly 
the  fuu,  which  is  indeed  nothing:  different 
from  the  nature  of  the  funitfclf;  and  hit 
bring  l*  the  expref*  image  or  charter 
if)  ,of  hi*  perfon  or  fubfiftance*' 
(urortfiit)  relates  to  his  perioral  diffinftion 
from  the  Father,  ia  which  the  Son  b  per- 

R 


T  E. 

fealty  like  him,  and  irakcs  a  complete  re¬ 
prefenution  of  him,  in  Million  to  the  estadc 
and  undcfe^ViTe  likcneE.wji  *  die  and  its  coin* 
ur  of  a.  leal  and  its  irr  predion  upon  wax, 
uhich  exactly  an fWs  line  10  lined  Tfccie 
repreienutions  ram: t\\  indeed  folly  expiefs 
things  as  thay  an:  in  (be  Divine  Being ;  but 
they  are  the  brit  that  our  lurov  nund*  arc 
capable  of  to  ierve  the  Icvtral  purpofc*  for 
which  (hey  arc  ufed  *  And  tSe  apvAlc's  hav¬ 
ing  firft  ffMike  la  iiich  ftrong  +\nd  nlGceut 
terms  of  the  Son.**  bring  M  the  briglVLiiif;  of 
44  the  FatbeFs  glory,*'  was  ]u£jrtci;t  to  pu-irtf 
again  ft  an  imagination  of  a  diflerence  id  na¬ 
ture  between  them,  when  immodri'cjy  after* 
vanU  he  call*  him  the  exprefs  image  or  eh*- 
raGcr  of  the  Father’s  perfon,  (See  aKo  Dr# 
Owen  du  the  place,} 


a.*. 
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him  all  thing t  conftjl,  (Col.  i.  17.)  even  by  his  providen¬ 
tial  influence,  in  wnomi  as  well  as  in  God  the  lather* 
•we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being,  (A£ls  xvii.  28.) 
t  And  this  Son  of  God  being  thus  fuperlxtively  -excel¬ 
lent  in  liiinfeW,  41n.il  divinely  qualified  for,  and  worthy 
of  the  higheft  honour;  when  through  the  dignity  of 
his  perfon  he*  as  our  great  High  Prielt,  preferable  to 
all  that  went  before  him  of  the  order  of  Aaron  bad 
alone,  in  bis  own  peifon,  made  an  adlual  ami  complete 
atonement  for  our  fins,  to  purge  us  from  their  guilt* 
and  take  them  away,  not  by  any.  oblation  of  other  ex¬ 
piatory  facrilices,  which  were  iniuificient  for  it,  but  by 
the facrtjlce  of  himfelf,  (Heb.  ix.  26.)  He  then,  in  con¬ 
fluence  of  this,  and  in  the  virtue  of  his  own  blood,  by 
office-right,  in  correfnoridence  to  his  original  dignity, 
attended  in  our  nature  into  the  holy  place,  even  hea¬ 
ven  itfelf,  {chap,  ix.  12.)  to  take  poileffion,  as  a  prieft 
upon  his  throne,  {Zech.nl,  13.)  of  the  higheft  dignity 
and  glory,  which  may  be  reprefented  in  figurative  terms, 
after  the  manner  of  men,  by  his  fitting  with-quietnefs 
ami  fafety,  pre-eminence  and  grandeur,  at  the  right 
hand  of  God  the  Father,  whofe  majefty  and  greatnefs 
are  difphycd  with  the  utmoft  magnificence  and  luftre 
in  the  upper  world.  -(Sec  the  note  ort  Acts  vii,  55.) 
tC)4muchS  4  This  gl°r*ous  Peifon,  by  whom  God  has  fpoken  to 

tha^the  sixths  “s  >n  thefe  lift  days,  infinitely  lurpafles,  not  only  all 
ubc  batkiiy  hi-  the  ancient  prophets  and  priefts,  butalfo  the  higheft  an- 
heri‘  gels  themfelves ;  he  being  iu  his  divine  nature  1!,  and 

olfice- 


NOTES. 


t  “  Ey  the  word  of  hU  power/*  fet-ms  to 
mean  by  uhc  word  of  h:i  own  pmver,  by 
*l  whom  all  things  con  Oft/*  But  whether 
we  retvT  i:  \*h  mw  or  his  Father's  power 
-  it  is  in  etfcct  uil  one,  tiiKe  the  dime  power* 
of  the  Fa* her  an.)  Son  is  really  the  fame  in 
both  :  And  if  ire  refer  it  tc:hcFf/££r*5  power, 
tbb  Ihcws  that  the  Father's  the 

worlds  by  t he  Son,  ver.  i,  no  more  denotes 
ao  inferior  inftnuncntuldy  uf  I  lie  Si.ii  in 
creating  them,  than  th*  &>’>*$  ophobijo«  aU 
thing*  by  the  word  of  his  hr.  ht/s  power 
netes  inferior  xtiitramenidiry  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther**  power  ia  upholding  them;  but  that 
the  fjine  dMnc  power  is  cxcr.td  by  och  of 
them  iu  both  tiiofc  operations 

i  As  ihc  epuftte  had  Jhcwu  Tht  iw'o 
preceding  yarfes,  lhjt  Chrift  \$  more  ox:d- 
lent  than  all  the  prophets  that  went  before 
him;  fe  he  here  fuggefts  his  tranleendAOi 
excellency  above  ill  the  Lcvitical  priefts, 
which  is  die  grand  argument  of  this  epil  tie, 
while  the  prophetic  and  kingly  offices  are 
here  wid  there  touched  uTtbc  procc &  of  it ; 


and  fa  he  fpeafcsof  ChrhTfi  purging  our  lhi% 
which  is  to  be  imritrftfioct  iu  *  iit-.Tifirial 
fenfe,  is  in  .Lev1,  xvi,  w  ith  rcfp«t  co  his 
taking  away  the  guilt  of  Jin  by  his  expiating 
blood*  whereby  “  the  con fei cure  :s  purvtd 
ifc  from  ricad  works  to  ferre  the  hying  <ioJ/' 
in  oppfrtiiton  to  the  Mood  of  buIU  and  ol 
g'lats  that  was  firfErient  for  this  purp^i, 
and  u  oiity  ianctiiied  to  the  purifying  of  the 
**  fleflv*  Chsp.  is*  n,  14, 

J  The  apoftlc  having  heynn  udih  coofi- 
ficriu^  the  pesfoiof  ChdH,  b*th  in  his  di¬ 
vine  snd  nstice-characiers*  to  ibsw  his  pre¬ 
ference  to  the  ancient  prophets  and  priefl*, 
ver*  1, — j*  He  keeps  up  the  view  ofbodii 
thofc  ehaiaettre,  in  comparing  Chrift  with 
the  angels,  to  fhew  how  far  he  excel; 
th-Mi*  Accordingly  j".«ne  uf  the  Following 
quotations,  to  prove  bis  inferiority  la  die 
'angels,  redrite  im  mediately  tab:®  dime  na¬ 
ture,  and  others  to  hi?  mediatorial  ofliev, 
which  U  loiindcd  upon  it,  and  could  not  be 
dil charged^  and  rendered  eifccturl  withoa: 
itj  and  ail  together  in  oqc  or  the  other. 
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herlun«  obtam-  office- capacity,  which  is  founded  upon  it,  alike  fupeii- 
klii  nw^hwi  OF  10  l^er^  36  he  reatiy  and  originally  is  fo  much  marc 
they. "  excel  lent  than  ail  the  angels  in  his  own  divine  perfon  f, 

and  is  ib  by  the  appointment  and  confutation  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  as  God-Man  Mediator  ;  and  is  manifefted  to  be 
as  much  above  them  in  his  fUte  of  exaltation,  *s  is  an- 
fwerable  to  that  more  glorious,  emphaneaU  atul  figni- 
Itcant  title,  which  he  is  honoured  with  by  the  Father 
himfeif,  (wr,  j.)  and  which  he  has  received  by  right 
of  inheritancei  as  the  natural  and  appointed  heir  of  all 
things,  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  vcr.  a  title  far  more 
excellent,  than  any  name  that  belongs,  or  ever  was  gi¬ 
ven  with  fach  peculiarity  and  eminence,  to  any,  even 
of  the  bighe ft  angels,  The  fpecial  nafine  or  title  which 
I  mean,  and  which  is  expreffive  of  the  dignity  of  hi* 
perfon,  aud  appropriated  to  him,  is  that  of  the  Son  of 
God 

1  For  unto  5  For,  to  confider  this  matter  firft  with  refpc£t  to 
of  the  an-  hisrfiu/flf  nature t  to  which  of  the  angdic  fpirits,  even 
Snw/'lTio?  ail  the  high  eft  order  and-^digmey  amoiigfl  them,  did 
my  Son,  thhdsy  God  ever  fpcak  with  an  emphafis  and  peculiarity,  as  he 
*****  1  ^£04t-cl1  did  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  when,  referring  to  the 
T  i*iii  bero^him  formal  reafoaof  his^Sonftiip,  he  fa:d  tohim,(iy  ik  7*) 
a  Father,  and  he  Thou  art  my  tfflbntial  Son,  whom  I  have  begotten  from 
ihaU  be  fume  a  eternity;  which,  for  unalterable  permanency  of  dura- 
**  tion,  may  be  called  one  continued  unfuccdfive  day  *• 

^  And 
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ami  unilffdiv  hWh  tbore  ecmriJenikns  cf 
him,  arc  an  uncontrollable  snul  illuftiious 
evidence  nf  the  fuperbrivc  dignity  cf  the ' 
parfrn  of  Chrirt  above  the  mdt  exalted  an- 
And  it  was  highly  proper  to  demon* 
ft  rate  his  piw-emiticnce  above  thtm  ;  became 
the  Jews  infilled  on,  and  hourted  of  fl:c  cx~ 
cHicticy  of  their  hw,  *$  it  delivered  by 
the  mtn:ftratian  of  angds  'according  +.t*  vht 
faid  about  it,  chap*  ii*  *■  coinpartd  *itli 
Dent  xxxHi,  x*  Pf-  Uviii,  ry*  Acts  vil  53- 
and  Gal  ill  And  though,  w  I  appro 
hend^Chrifl  was  rbc  Jehovah  thar  deliver'd 
the  hw  hy  the  difiwOtion  aoscb*  which 
pave  a  divine  anihority  to  iti  yet  yfllpel 
appears  lu  be  fttU  more  jtlon°uS  and  ihe  nc- 
gket  of  it  U  fjioJten  of  aa  to  be  iilli  more 
dreaded,  chap.  it.  tv  3,  b &***&  fp'!^e 

it  to  us,  noi  by  the  minitlry  angels  as  1* 
dH  the  laWl  Ujit  infmeJJatdy  i"  by  V* 
min  ill  ry  of  bii  oven  incarnate  die 

Grefs  of  the  argument  lyes  ™>£  in  any  djflV- 
tnccai  to  the  divine  autbr>ri:y°f  fhc  onj*i^al 
^■itbor  of  one  and  the  other,  which  is  rhe 
fiine,  whether  it  were  G«d  th*  Father,  or 
G-,i  the  Son,  that  delivered  the  law  at 


mount  Sinai  by  (he  to  ini  thru  inn  of  an*clt; 
l>m  it  Ives  in  the  vjflly  fuperior  exetliency 
or  the  Fr> n  as  the  imtnedurely  r^^iilHn.; 

perfon  .hy  tbc  ^0^1  i »  fpoken  10  m;. 

f  The  word  here  tnTif1ai«l  , 

madt j  Yny  olTfn  figoific?,  itn«  JK  remkred  if/ 
and  fa  it  exprcfles  uhat  Chrifl  rcjlly  is, 
may  refpert  bis  bring  origin -Uy  in  hirafclf 
more  ex rdl rut  than  ihc  ans-cls;  at  other 
times  it  figrTbrs  mtiKifijhd  m  might  Le 

rtnfkrrd  in  Mar*  \*m  45,  and  fobn  xv.  8*  and 
fy  Chrifi*s  beinrr  more  cxre]!ettt  tiun  the  an- 
prJs,  may  rcNc  to  the  ^  idcoce  nod  demon- 
HruficiJi  Vriih  which  Go l  maniful*  or  dn- 
chrcs  him  to  be  Tn  And  ut  <^ber  ti«;cs  it 
ft^uitKs  w.'^v  nr  as  in  bdurk  11*  !?• 

and  f:>  C;-L^>’s  being  made  ninrc  excellent 
than  the  refer  bi  the  t>f?i^c*cxd- 

tnthm  of  Ids  incarnate  perron,  after  lieh^d, 
in  his  flat-  of  humiliation  been  mailf 
t^an  ihc  angels. 

*  In  »he  fnrmer  part  of  this  verte  the 
Father  fpciks  of  whm  he  bed  already  dor>e 
in  bc:rtt:in^  ins  Smi  -  biv,  in  ihUjafl  clmife 
he  fp-vaks  cf  whii:  be  hi<oi:H  be  tnlnm*  Ac- 
conling’y  l  vhe  f^cr  uf  :sw«  to  m^e 
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And  again)  withVefptjct  to  his  vffice-capacity,  corref- 
jmndent  to  his  original  Sonfhip,  Of  which  oftbeangeU 
has  God  the  Father  faid,  as  he  did  of  Chrift  in  another 
prophecy  of  him,  (2  Sam,  viL  14.  aud  1  Chran,  xvii* 

13. )  1  will  own  myfclfto  be  his  Father,  and  him  to  be  my 
Son,  by  an  extraordinary  conception  and  birth  in  human 
nature,  and  will  treat  him  accordingly,  with  eminent  to¬ 
kens  of  my  peculiar  love,  proie&ion,  and  care  of  him, 
whom  I  will  exalt  ro  his  kingdom  ?  (See  I  Chron.  xvii. 

14.  and  Lttkei,  32,  33.) 

wto'hlhriSu;  6  Ant1  aS*»>  fl»ow  that  he  Is  in  reality  a  dime 
in  the  firfi  Ugot*  Saviour,  infinitely  mare  excellent  than  the  higneft  tn- 
ten  ntothewofU,  ge]s>  we  have  another  teftimony  co  him  in  Pf,  xcvii,  7, 
of  r*  where*  with  reference  to  God's  introducing  this 
Godwortiiip  him.  Lord  and  heir  of  all  into  our  world  at  his  miraculous 
birth  of  a  virgin,  in  order  to  his  going  through  the 
work  of  mediation  upon  earth,  and  his  consequent  ex¬ 
altation  to  the  throne  of  his  glory  in  heaven,  and  his 
coming  to  judge  the  world  at  the  iaft  day,  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  commanded  even  alt  his  holy  angels  themfelves  to 
offer  religious  adoration  to  him,  as  to  his  own  incar¬ 
nate  Son,  and  to  pay  all  divine  honours  to  him,  asfuch; 
which  fuppofes  him  to  be  God  their  Creator,  and  them 
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t«  hfo  natural  $on  [hip  by  an  eternal  incon¬ 
ceivable  ^cnvraLioo,  which  was  manifest'd 
hy  his  rnfnr  reel  ion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap, 
v,  BO;  a^ibrftcond  to  his  Father's  ach now- 
Judgement  awl  matin ent  of  him  as  his  in¬ 
carnate  Son  and  Media1  or :  And  iir  ihi:  ar¬ 
gument  for  the  fiipcrnr  dignity  of]i  is  per¬ 
son  pr^c«^s  in  this  verie  from  bis  divine  to 
bis  office- character,,  and  from  thence  to  both 
thtfe  cortfitW-itionsof  him  jointly  *ver,  fif — $  \ 
and  b  wrids  up  with  a  llrong  pioof  of  hi* 
hetn«  indeed  riicyrcat,  eterndand  nnchan^ 
able  Godt  th^t  marie  the  earth  nr>d  the  hea¬ 
vens*  anti  will  remain  the  fame  af*ir  they 

fha!l  all  peri ilt!  vzr*  it.-, - n.  (Mot;  the 

noic  There-)  Mr-  Pierce  t«  his  note  up^u 
the  la  ft  quotation  in  this  verfe  har,  I  think, 
abundantly  proved  by  IcverU  at 311  m ruts, 
that  U  is  taken  from  the  prophecy  in  1  & 2m, 
▼ti.  1*.  and  t  Ckron,  xriL  £3,  where1  the 
vwR  an*  cxsflly  the  iime.  The  only  dlf- 
ficni’Y  shat  Items  to  lye  sgrinit  thi;  ioicrpre- 
v  at  inn  is  what  follows  x  Nun  vih  14-  wtwre 
it  is  added,  u  If  he  commit  iniquUy, 
M  1  will  chitlen  him  with  the  red  pf  men, 
**  and  with  the  itripes  of  the  children  oF 
**  men/’  which  «  by  mcirs  applicable  m 
Chrift  him fdf-  But  that  I  r;t  r  n  cd  writer  h:[£ch 
cntly  anfwers  this*  by  fhowfcg  tNi,  accnr- 
riimr  to  the  moiirir^  and  ftcqncr.t  ufe  o:’  tl  c 
relative  lerm,  oven  where  the  dentun- 
fu^rice  prc-noim  before  it  is  omitted,  it 
cvgtit  10  be  rendered  nhfecv£T9  ruling 


r  e  s,  to 

whgibcver  of  the  I(  Mefiiah's  children  com- 
“  mit  iniquity,  I  will  thaften  Mm/fitc.  ind 
thn$  this  very  prophecy  is  commented  upon 
in  Pf  Ixxxtx.  30* — 3j* 
t  And  ftgdvj,  looms  not  to  relate  to  God's 
bringing  Chrift  into  the  wnHd  again  it  his 
rd’u  rreditvn ,  a?  Imue  fitjjpofe :  For  the  word 
(^w^t'vrtr)  here  rendered  the  wr/d,  when 
put  ah(hputdy  without  any  other  addition* 
conflantly  rrJaces  to  this  habimaJ  earth  or 
world,  as  Dr-  Owen  ohierra  *  or  to  fome 
(i;:vr  of  it,  ibrii  as  the  kind  of  j'Jdca,  or  the 
Roman  empire ;  Bet  the  refiir region  nf 
Chrjft  was  rather  in  order  to  hU  cf  leaving 
'*  lliij  world  and  going  10  die  Father 
(John  kvL  18.)  tJivn  to  ms  bciti£  “  brought 
a^sin”  imo  this  world,  from  which  hU  body 
iv2s  never  rcmowl,  and  in  which  he  never 
afterwards  appcarLd,^  except  to  his  own 
Jifdpkf,  A%diH7  therefore*  by  1  uAiad  tra* 
j^ritpn  r>r  tranfpofing  of  the  Greek  fit n tenor, 
n^ry  rather  be  joined  to  bt  fayi f  a<  our  vo- 
fion  fois  piu  it  J  and  fo  it  bean  the  fame  fenfe* 
a  iid  is  taken  in  the  fame  way,  as  m  the  fore* 
pii^%  verfe,  to  lead  ns  on  to  another  teftunn- 
ry  conccining  Chriit,  reUring  10  the  time 
when  he  was  brought  into  oor  world,  in  or¬ 
der  to  his  cr^ins  s  kingdom  of  grace  to  It ^ 
snd  bcin(r  advanecH  ro  the  throne  of  Id* 
£toryTa&  head  owr  all  things  to  theehcreh 
and  to  briis^in ^  him  into  the  vnrM 
toc'iidcs  his  incurnatimi,  and  jiI  that  !\dtaw- 
ed  upon  it  iji  fc;s  dtuth^  TeiiiTi^tvm, 

exaitiiitrUj 
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to  be  the  work  of  his  liands^  othetwife  they  would  ne¬ 
ver  have  been  ordered  to  pav  fuch  homage  to  him,  as 
is  the  unalianahle  right  of  iDeity.  (See  Mat,  iv.  10.) 
v  And  of  the  y  And  (till  further  to  fliew  how  much  the  angels  are 
\vho  ».krth  hij  beneath  him,  God,  fpc.iking  concerning  them,  lays,  He 
Hi^etifpin^.aad  maktsthofe  nebleftof aUhiscrearures,  evenihofefpiritual 
h«.  nimticri  a  and  intehedualbeijttgsf  theangdsthemfelves,hisfervams 
e‘  rt' .  to  execute  his  will  and  commandmeriis,  with  ftrength, 
fpeed,  and  adiviry  like  the  winds  ;  and  makes  thofe,  his 
minifiring  fpirits,  fervent,  powerful,  and  penetrating  in 
their  agency,  like  the  very  lightning,  or  any  flame  of  fire, 
s  But  unto  the  8  But  in  much  loftier  ftrains  of  language,  God  in  the 
rhr#oe'o*iOg7  fet  iptur  e  fays  to  his  only  begotten  and  eternal  Son,  Pf. 
is  for  *  ever  and  xiv,6,7.)  As,0  thoiurulydtvineperfbn  ~,thy  natural  and 
ever ;  a  fcep-re of  efiential  dominion,  which  is  emblematically  reprelcnt- 

S£2j«tf4  ed  ^  a  Pr'nce’s  fittinfF  0n  lfironeJ  Is  evdtlaflingly 
kingdom,  and  unchangeably  the  fame,  without  begi  nning  or  end  J; 

So  thy  mediatorial  throne  of  government  fiiall  remain, 
’till  all  its  ends  be  thoroughly  accompHlhed;  and  the 
honour  of  it,  together  with  the  complice  happiatfs  of 
thy  fubje&s,  fiiall  abide  for  ever  and  ever,  even  after 
the  manner  of  adminiftring  thy  kingdom  on  earth  lhall 
ceafe,  and  thou  (halt  have  delivered  it  up  to  the  Father, 
that  according  to  the  original  flare  of  things,  God,  in- 
clufive  of  all  the  divine  perfons,  may  be  all  in  all  that 
farther  pertains  to  it,  (See  the  note  on  t  Car,  xv.  24, — 
28.)  The  rule  which  thou  bearefi  in  thy  kingdom  is  lull 
of  equity,  truth,  ami  hotinefs,  rhat  run  through  all  thy 
laws  and  government:  Thou  art  ini  tiled  to  rhis  govern¬ 
ment  upon  principles  of  righreoufnefs;  and  thy  reinn, 
of  which  a  feeptre  is  the  royal  enlign,  is  in  all  rec- 
noth.  titede, 

cxjltatien,  and  cflfufion  of  hi*  Spirit,  for  she  /aAJ)  Crnify  alfo  suia.ii,  it  ftcim  moil  it*- 
ft'.rinj  up  of  his  th  roue  and  ktngtioci  in  1 K ,  s  toral  to  -.uppoi'c,  that  lie  angt.'s  in  ihcfirlt 
tiatr  .world,  and  eaetcifing  dominion  cur  olanf1,  are  compand to  as  they  ace 

all,  tiii  he  fiiall  come  to  judgmen'.  Accord-  h>  the  next  toe  J!r.me  *f  fa,  ai)d  lince  the 
irpiy  Pf.  xcvii,  7,  from  whence  thefc  wortU  apoille  ricCgnccl  to  (bow  the  preference  of 
are  quoted,  begins  vcr.  j.  with  calling  "  upon  C.lsritl  to  the  angel*  in  their  miniftration  of 
■'  the  earth,  and  the  mulutwks  of  Ulcj  to  the  law,  chap.  ii.  >,  3.  perhaps  herctmyy  be 
“  rejoice1.’  on  account  of  •*  hl$  reigning,1'  who  home  icfc-reuce  io  thiir  agency  in  forming  the 
i<  here  railed  11  the  firft.fccgcwtcn,"  and  in  terrible  thunder*,  lightning*,  and  tcmprlt  at 
PC  itutxbc.  17,  ’*  the  firft-bortt,  higher  than  Mount  '-.y.y,.' ,  wi,:eJ;  arc  fpoken  of  in  Ii xod* 

“  the  kings  uf  the  eartli,”  though  none  were  xix  id.  ami  licit,  xii.  ,g. 
lo  begotten  or  bom  afterwards  to  intimate  *  0  G'ni  (»  in  the  fingiiiar  number  u 
hit  pre-eminence,  and  tint  there  waa  itcne  never  u:id  abfohi'cly,  or  without  a  rellric- 
hefore  him,  in  allufion  to  the  Gignivy  of  the  cion  t;>  tome  peculiar  ra aiidcttt ion  of  ir,  a, 
firlt  hom  under  the  law,  who  was  8>  called,  it  x  hoc,  of  any  but  the  only  tine  God, 
whether  jnty  were  boro  after  him  or  not,  r  Though  1  rake  idiiiti’s  meJinitrict  ’krone 

■f  It  is  plain  tint  I'fal.  civ,  4.  from  whence  to  be  mult  hnmtxiiitciy  intended  in  this  pap. 
this  i| notation  i<  made,  fpcaks,  at  it  is  here  ligc;  yet  as  this  is  :odi;ii:d  i:pon,  and  eorre- 
widcred  cf,  and  n»r  tv  the  angels;  and  tho*  tjsonds  to  bit  oii.y.n.il  dominion  as  God,  ,’.~d 
the  word  in  the  Greek  (srp it)  moll  commonly  he  had  been  fpolt,-n  of  injiis  -iivii,e  and  ninlfo  ’ 
li.inlGc,  to  5  yet  it  b  fomctirm'S  ul'ctl  for  cf  or  atonal  characters  in  the  j’s'-u  r;-  vetlcs,  t 
i^r,  as  it  might  lie reudernri  in  Mark  thou^Jit  luoper  , ;1  hc-.p  :h,t  in  view,  whielt 
xii.  it,  ibti  Rom.  z.at.  And is/jint*  in  the  ih ,si\ it  -cv  ej.r 
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9  Thou  haft 
rightcouf- 
ttc&t  and  h^rcd 
iniqritv  ;  there¬ 
fore  Gijil,.  even 
thy  God,  hath  a- 
tainted  dire  with 

the  oil  of  glad- 
nets  ?  Nerve  thy 

fdbvL 


io  AndtThmt, 
liOtd,  ;n  the  be¬ 
ginning  haft  hid 
the  foundation  of 
the 


titude,  and  with  finufUfying  influence  over  righteous 
fubj  c£ts+ 

y  Yea,  fuch  is  thy  regal  dignity,  and  thy  wortbinefs 
of  ir,  that  not  only  thy  laws  and  admimftrations,  but 
thy  heart  and  nature  are  infinitely  pure  and  holy  :  Thou 
hall  the  greeted  delight  in  holinefs,  and  had  thyfelf 
fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs  \  and  thou  art  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  iniquity  without  the  utmoft  d  deflation 
of  ir,  and  had  taken  away  its  guilt  from  thy  fubje£to 
by  thy  atoning  blood,  that  thou  mighteft  fubdue  i is 
power  in  them  by  thy  Spirit  and  grace*  On  account 
of  all  this,  God,  who  prepared  thee  a  body,  and  is  tby 
covenant-God,  and  has  entered  into  engagements  with 
thee  as  God-man  Mediator,  and  fo  in  thy  office-capaci¬ 
ty  is  thy  God,  he  has  inaugurated  and  actually  invert* 
ed  thee  with  nil  fulnefs  of  authority,  in  exalting  thee 
vjith  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour ,  (Ads 
v.  31.)  ami  has  enriched  thee  with  an  unmeafurable  ful- 
ncf$  of  the  Sptrir,  th:it  thou  mighteft  give  gifts  to  men, 
and  fiicd  them  forth  abundantly,  (Ephr/>  iv.  B,  and 
AQs  ii.  33,);  which,  in  allufion  to  the  ancient  modes  of 
consenting  prophets,  priefts,  and  kings,  may  be  ex- 
prefTed  by  his  anointing  thee  with  fuch  an  unclion  as 
is  infinitely  delightful  to  thee,  and  produces  the  molt 
joyful  effects  upon-  thy  fubjefh,  even  an  un£tton  far 
more  excellent  and  abundant  than  ever  was  or  will  be 
given  to  any  other,  whether  prophet,  prieft,  or  king, 
or  faint,  or  angel,  which  in  their  meafure  have  been, 
are,  or  fiiall  be  respectively  partakers  of  offices, 

ble flings,  and  joys  with  thee,  and  under  thee* 

10  And  to  ihow  that  Chrift  is  above  afi  titular  gods, 
and  had  an  original  right  to  univerfal  dominion,  ant&- 
cedent  to  what  is  now  given  him,  in  his  complex  per* 
fon  and  office-character,  by  fpecial  difpenfauon*,  It  is 

further 


N  O 

*  The  word  And#  iheapoftlc**  uts?,  far 
connecting  this  with  the  fafcgnin* 
it  rot  being  in  PfaL  rii.  tVom  a hence: his 

is  quoted;  and  the  form  of  Jvhlrefj.  is 
juft  the  ftmealUlonp  tWur.h  t«nh  thek  re* 
ryctl  tdHmonie*,  without  the  irthiia- 
lion  yr  irji-j.Mritncc  of  a  dilTertn!  pcrio:i^  he- 
ini^  introduced  in  the  application  01  ihcai, 
“  thy  ihr  -ne;  U  G;xJ,  is- for  crer^nd  tve", 
11  fkc,  And  TJirH*,  Lord,  in  the  he^ioni^- 
**  haft  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,** 
Were  wc  to  fappoic,  with  Tome,  that  this 
hft  tefthiw>ny  refers  not  to  God  the  hut 
to  the  Father^  ]  civn  (liar,  after  all  I  Nxyc  met 
with  to  fnppnrt  this  opinion,  T  cannot  for  to 
what  purpotc  LhispsU^eia  mentioned  at  ail* 


T  E. 

rt  how  it  any  way  faits  the  dtfign  of  the  ar¬ 
gument  in  band  :  Rm  ax  ir  ta  an  unquefiiooa- 
bly'  juft  defenption  of  the  wh  true  Godin 
Treating  «  .?ik*  it  h  very  properly  branch*  in 
here  as  applicable  10  Chrijt^  to  pwent  all 
cavils.,  as  though  be  were  to  be  confide  red 
only  as  an  under-agent,  when  it  was  £i>l 
y(t*  x*  that  tU  things  weft  made  by  him  *  and 
io  ic  is  much  ro  the  apofUe's  purpofc  to  prove 
the  Son'f  original  right  of  dominion,  as  Lord 
of  ail,  hccaufc  be  made  the  wer/dr, .  vgf.  3.  as 
alni  to  fhew  that  he  is  every  way  in  va/ure,  a? 
ivUhas  far  tno^c  excellent  than  the  an¬ 
gels  and  all  creature*  whatibever,  and  that 
the  creation  the  world  was  to  betferihed  V* 
him,  who  is  the  author  of  the  gnfpeh  and 
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the  eirth  ;  and 
the  heavens  are 
thc«(irhoft!ilne 
hands ; 


u  They  ftiiiil 
pcfilh  but  iliow 
remained  :  in4 
they  ill  (bull  rax 
old  as  doth  a  gar* 
owtit  i 


11  And  jl*  i 
Teftne  ftitflt  thou 
fold  them  «pi  And 
they  ftialt  be 
eluoged  :  buc 
than  art  thc&me, 
and  thy  years 
ihajJ  not  fail. 


further  faid  of  the  Son,  {Pf.  cii.  i&,  37.)  Thou, 
Jehovah,, in' the  beginning,  before  any  creatures  elid¬ 
ed,  which  of  old  were  not  in  being,  didft  fet  fait  the 
earth,  as  on  its  bafis,  that  it  might  not  be  removed  out 
of  its  place  :  And  all  the  hcauties,  glories,  and  furni¬ 
ture  of  the  whoie  fabric  of  the  heavens,  with  all  their 
pompous  boils  of  fun,  moon,  and  liars,  are  the  curi- 
ous  vrorkmanlbip  of  tby  infinite  wifdom  and  alpaighty 
power.  . 

1 1  Both  the  earth  and  the  heavens,  and  all  the  parts 
of  this  vifible  creation,  firm  and  durable  as  fome  of 
them  now  appear  to  he,  are  of  a  corruptible  nature,  and 
in  their  feafon  111  all  certainly  pafs  away,  and  be  totally 
ditfalved,  as  to  their  prefent  ufe  and  form :  [Mat,  v. 
18.  and  2  Pet.  iii.  7,  10, — 13.)  But  thou,  O  immor-  . 
tal  Son  of  God !  always  hadft,  {till  hall,  and  ivfit  have 
an-  ahiding  and  unchangeable  exigence.  Before  the 
mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  ever  thou  hadft  formed 
the  earth  and  the  world ,  even  from  ever  lofting  to  ever - 
lafiing  thou  art  God,  as  is  faid  of  the  great  Jehovah  of 
Ifrael :  ( Pf  xc.  2.)  And  as  we  daily  fee  that  all  the 
creatures  of  this  lower  world  grow  old  and  gradually 
decay  ;  fo  the  earth  and  fbc  heavens,  with  all  the  vifi¬ 
ble  things  contained  in  them,  (hall  wear  out,  and,  at 
length,  become  unfit  to  anftvcr  their  prefent  defig  n, 
like  an  old  rotten  garment. 

12  And  as  a  garment  is  eafily  put  off,  folded  up  and 
laid  afide  at  a  man’s  pleafure,  when  ’tis  no  further  fer- 
viceablc,  and  he  has  either  done  with  it,  or  defigns  to 
turn  it  to  a  new  ufe ;  fo  Thou,  the  Creator  of  all,  wilt, 
by  thine  omnipotence,  at  the  end  of  time,  as  eafily 
roll  the  heavens  together  as  a  fcroll ,  and-  move  every 
mountain  cndifland  out  of  their  places’.  (If.  xxxiv.  4. 
and  Rev.  vi.  14.)  And  by  thy  Almighty  power  thou 
wilt  make  fuch  a  wonderful  alteration  in  them,  that, 
inflcad  of  being  annihilated  and  utterly  Heftroyed,  they 
fhall  be  changed  into  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth , 
wherein  dwells  righteoufnefs ,  {2  Pet.  iii.  1 3.)  when  thou 
wilt  unfold  them  again  for  the  fiifl  greater  glory  of  thy 
name.  But  thou  thyfelf  art  eternally  and  invariably  the 
fame  in  thy  being  and  perfections,  without  beginning 
of  days  tr  end  of  life ;  And  in  tby  love  and  cate  of  thy 

people, 


NOTE. 


net  at  all  tn  the  attgcU,  by  whofe  mini l>n- 
&on  rh*  1  aw  was  given*  as  though  they  were 
employed  in  creating  work,  according  to  ihc 
fond  ir*ia*in*rioa  of  of  JVtpj  :  And 
that  IVaK  cii  ittvxt  whence  this  cua’.ion  ii 
nude,  wht«  tothe  appears  ft* hi 


federal  v  tries  in  kf  as  particularly  from  ver- 
ijv  (J,  j$,  it*  ami  therefore  thisjirantl 
deteiipt^n  of  (|oilT  as  eternal  and  uitehiojpi- 
aMef  ard  as  tl?c  Creator  of  ail,  may  mttII  lie 
frp[i;>(i:.l  to  belong  to  the  ftr/nn  9/  Chrifl,  as 
the  djMiilc  \m  here  applied  i;. 
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people,  and  the  efficacy  of  thy  mediation.  Thou  art  the 
fame  yrjierdayt  to-day,  and  for  ever*  (Heb,  vii.  3.  and 

xiii.  8,) 

*  «3Bwtoxhich  >3  Bur  "Web  of  the  angels  can  once  be  compared 
pt  ittcan^ls  laid  with  this  glorious  Saviour  in  his  infinite  dignity,  as  that 
Rc  at  any  tinw.  appears  from  what  bas  been  obferved  about  his  divine 
Jm°  natttrc  and  office-exaltation :  Which  of  them,  even  of 

anke  rhiae  me*  the  bight ft  of  thefe  excellent  (pirns,  has  God  the  Pz- 
foot~  ther  thought  worthy  of  lb  trantcehdcnt  an  honour,  as 
ever  to  fay  to  any  one  of  them,  as  he  did  to  his  incar¬ 
nate  Son,  [PJ.  cx.  2.)  Sit  thou  enthroned  in  majefty* 
power,  and  glory  at  my  (ij»ht  hand,  and  continue  thou 
to  reign  on  thy  mediatorial  throne,  till  fin,  Satan, . 
death,  and  all  thine  and  thy  churches  enemies  be  aflu- 
ally  and  ahfolutely  fubdued,  and  ’till  thou  triumph  over 
them,  like  vanquilhed  rebels  under  thy  feet,  according 
to  my  appointment  ? 

■4  Are  they  1 4  On  the  contrary,  Are  net  ail  thefe  fpirituaJ  beings 

w  all  wvjoiOtirs  placed  in  an  infinitely  lower  rank,  {Pfi cili.  2I-)  even 
r°”b  the  mod  eminent  of  them,  as  but  mefTengeis  and  fer- 
th«n  «Jio  thaii  vants  of  Chrift,  whom  he  commiiEoas  and  employs 
t*  hen*  of  tol-  merely  in  a  minifterial  way,  as  formerly  in  delivering 
*4i“u  *  the  law  ar  mount  Sinai,  fo  continually  ftill  in  offices 

cfprotetk  ion,  care,  an<tklndnc&,  and  in  many  import¬ 
ant  fm ices  in  life  and  death,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe 
that,  by  inheritance  tbtough  grace,  are  appointed  to, 
and  (hal!  a  dually  inherit  eternal  life 

under  him,  and  in  his  right,  who  is  their  head,  and 
the  prime  heir  of  all  things  i  (ver.'i.) 

RKCOLLF.  CTIONS. 

■With  what  fati-fatf  ion  may  we  depend  upon  the  divine  authority  of  both  the 
Old  and  New  TdUment'  1  God,  who  formerly  Hoke  to  the  fathers  by  the  pro¬ 
phets,  now  (peaks  to  ns  by  his  Son  *  -ht  began  and  gradually  carried  on  various 
revelations  at  different  limes,  in  difirafl  parcels,  and  liy  fcvcral  ways  and  means, 
which  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  Old  TefUtnent,  till  he  complected  them  in 
the  New.  How  thankful  fhouMwehe  that  our  lot  is  citt  under  the  gnfpel-dif- 
ponfatinn !  This  is  the  clcarcft,  the  fidleft,  the  beft,  and  lall  difcoviry  of  the 
mind  and  will  of  God,  that  is  to  he  expected  In  our  world.  And  how  rdorioBS  is 
tbe  reprefcRtation  it  cives  us  of  Chriflin  his  divine  nature  and  medial  orid  office ! 
l  ie  is  cjentralfyiht  Sure  Cod  with  tHe  Father,  and  yet  per/vnatij  didiuA  from 
lum,  a*  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs  iniaj^  of  Uls  perfon,  and  is 
Ms  eternal  only  begotten  Sod  ;  he  is  the  •Treamr  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  all 
tilings  contained  therein,  andupholds  them  by  the  word  of  his  power:  And  in 
his  office  capacity  he  is  ihe  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  in  ami  by  whpm  we  in¬ 
herit  the  Wellies  of  grace  and  glory.  It  is  he,  and  he  ouly,.  that  has  taken  away 
cur  litis  by  the  facrifice  of  hhpfnf,  and  is  now  exalted  on  his  throne,  with  the 
higheft  dignity  and  honour,  ai  the  the  Father’s  right  hand  ;  his  throne  is  for  ever 
and  ever;  he  is  infinitely  pure  and  fpidlefs  in  Hircfelf,  and  righteous  in  alltheacl- 
miniftmiens  t:f  his  icingdum  •  he  is  fully  invclted  with  all  authority  above  what¬ 
ever  was  or  fiisll  he  conferred  on  any  prophet,  pried  or  king,  faint  or  angel;  ai*d 
»'<  the  ’all  day,  he,  who  is  the  unchangeable  Grid,  will  put  nn  end  to  the  prefer.! 
frame  of  this  world,  and  charge  it  into  auuther,  that  will  be  incxpreirUy  more 

excellent 
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excellent  and  glorious.  How  Tale  and  n  ippy  then  are  the  Taints  under  his  care! 
And  what  an  honour  ha$  he -put  upon  them,  in  a  Homing  thrfr  nature,  and  exalt* 
ing  it  in  union  with  hie  own  divinc'pcrfou  in  heaven,  and  in  ordering  all  the  holy 
angels  to  miuilUr  to  them !  O,  with  wtm  foleinnity  and  .joy  thould  they  join  with 
theft  celclliai  fpirita  in  paying  all  religious  ad or.it ions  to  (iiml  And  how  dead 
fhonid  their  hearts  be  to  this  peri;bing  world  ali  its  concerns,  which  wax  old, 
and  Stall  be  laid  alidrlih'e  a  u <e left  worn-our  gmneuti  Rti*,  after  ail  the  chan* 
get  of  the  preftnt  Teem  of  things,  they  tlieiniilve,  lhall  inhcn^eternal  falvatiua 
with  him. 


C  H  A  P.  II. 

The  apoftle  infers  from  what  be  bad Jaii  about  the  dignify  of  Chrift’s  per - 
fon  and  office*  the  duty  of  ftedfaftly  adhering  to  bint  and  bis  go/pel ,  r, 
— 4,  Reaffttmes  bis  argument  about  drift’s  pre-eniinenee  above  the 
angels*  and  fbews  that  bis  fuff erings  are  no  objeflhn  againft  /frj, — 5, 
Opens  the  ground  and  reafon  of  bis  fuf erings  ^  and  the  fttnefs  of  that 
difpenfathn ,  which  laid  out  his  way  through  them  to  his  mediatorial 
glory ,  io> — 13.  And  leads  us  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift ,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  bis  affuming  the  nature  of  angels,  as  neceffary  to  the  difeharge 
if  bis  prieftly  office ,  1 4, — *|8. 

Tear.  PARAPHRASE. 


TRenfotc  *c 
ought »  S;ve 
the  more  cjitjH 


heed  to  the  things 
whidi  we  have 


hard,  left  at  any 
time  ue  fV'uid 


let  them  Aip. 


ClNCE  therefore  Chriftis  fuch  an  excellent  and  divine 
^  perfon,fo  far  fuperior  to  all  preceding  prophets,  and 
even  to  the  angds  rhemfelves,  as  has  now  been  proved; 
chap,  i.)  f  It,  for  this  reatbn,  {■*  *  ref*)  highly  concerns 
us,  in  point  of  duty  and  intereft,  evcn:  all  and  every 
one  of  us,  that  live  under  this  more  eminently  glorious 
difpenfation,  than  that  delivered  by  Msfes  and  by  the 
numeration  of  angels,  to  attend  the  more  diligently, 
affectionately  and  ftcdfaftly  unto  j  and  with  bumble  re¬ 
verential  faith  and  love,  to  efteem,  embrace,  meditate 
and  reflect  upon,  and  ferioufly  endeavour  to  make  a 
fuitable  ufe  and  improvement  of,  the  great  and  intereft- 
ing  dottrines,  winch  under  the  gofpd-ftate  we  have 
heard,  as  delivered  to  113  in  the  ininiliry  of  the  word; 
and  to  retain  them  carefully  in  our  hearts  and  me¬ 
mories,  and  perfevere  in  our  holy  profeiHon  of  them  ; 
left,  in  feme  feafon  and  circumfUnces  of  life,  through 
the  corruption,  beedlefl’nefr,  treachery,  and  prejudges 
of  our  hearts,  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and  the  foares 
of  this  evil  world,  or  through  any  other  means,  wc 
fhould  be  carried  away  from  the  truth,  or  be  forgetful 
hearers  of  the  word,  and  fuffer  it  to  Hip  out  of  our 

minds, 

'NOTE. 


*  In  this  and  the  ihrce  follnwiaj  vcr(«>  licit  t’-rrifire,  with  which  he  introduce*  ii ; 
the  mate?  *  practical  ap-  ai*:t  Im:£  tyrtjfhns  are  very  fi-rqiicnt  in  fcve~ 

P&irion  of  ihc  foregoing  dilcourft,  by  way  rJ  miser  pam  of  thi*  cpiftie,  *U  wr  lhaJL  icj 
oi  iutcKflw  (r*n  it)  appe iiis  by  the  in  ukU-  wuTii.% 


a 68  TheEpiftte  to  the  Hebrews  paraphra/ed*  Cfu  i. 

minds,  like  water  that  runs  out  of  a  leaking  vdlclf, 
or  ihould  fuffer  it  to  pafs  by  us,  as  a  ftream,  without 
making  any  good  life  of  it;  and  fo  lofe  the  benefit  of 
the  gofpel,  and  perifh  under  all  its  gracious  ad  mini* 
ft  rat  ions. 

a  For  if  the  2  For  if  Mofrs’s  law,  which  waa^iven  at  mount 
® UiZl  roinift  ration  of  angels,  as  ChrilFs  raef- 

r*i*  every  fengers  and  fervams  to  publifh  it,  (rfSls  vii*  38,  53- 
ind  fee  the  paraphrafe  there,)  was  firm  and  valid, 

cM^rjpft  rc-  as  ^.^liflied  by  divine  authority,  with  an  awful  fane- 
compcncc  of  re-  tJOn  t0  enforce  it;  and  if  every  contemptuous  violation 
'  of  any  precept  of  that  law,  by  a  fin  of  omiflion  or  com- 

miffion  ;  and  every  a &.  of  wilful  dtfobedience  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  God  in  it,  were  feverdy  pumflied  upon  the 
trail fgrefTor,  who  died  without  mercy,  as  the  righte¬ 
ous  retribution  of  his  evil,  deeds* 

iw  ftdl  3  How  ^en  1 s  lt  P°ftble  that  any  Vs*  who  have 
wc  efope  if  heard  the  gofpel,  fhould  cfcape  the  dreadful  wrath 

negltd  jb  grcit  of  God  ?  How  can  we  in  our  conferences  eipett  to  a* 
b"  an  vo^  condemnation,  or  imagine  that  his  juftice  will  ci¬ 
te  be  fpoken^y  Cufc  or  fparc  us,  or  forbear  executing  the  heavieft  vsn- 
the  Lord,  was  gcance  upon  us  ;  and  that  without  mercy  or  remedy, 
*us  "hit  our  and  efpecially  for  our  refusals  and 

bend  tum;  abufes  of  his  grace,  and  of  the  only  way  of  pardon  and 

eternal  life  through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  if  through  unbelief 
or  carelefthefs,  we  defpife  and  rejeft,  or  disregard  and 
do  not  embrace  the  word  of  falvation,  A7r  xiii*  26,  and 
Ephej, \  i,  13.)  or  the  gofpel,  which  brings  falvation  ro 
loft  tinners,  [Tit.  ii.  n.)  as  it  drfplays  ics  reality,  na¬ 
ture,  and  excellency,'  fliews  us  the  way,  and  is  the 
means  of  obtaining  it,  and  is  the  powrof  God  unto  faU 
voiion  to  every  one  that  believes  ?  (Rom.  i.  r&)  A  fai- 
ration,  not  of  a  temporal  and  wordly,  but  of  a  f^iritunf, 
heavenly  and  eternal  nature;  a  falvation  which  is  the 
contrivance  of  fiich  amazing  counfrls  of  wifdom  and 
grace,  and  is  procured  by  fo  great  a  place,  and  con  fids 
of  deliverance  from  fo  great  fin  and  mtfery,  and  of  ad¬ 
vancement  to  fo  great  holinefe,  happinefs  and  glory; 
and  a  falvation  fo  complete  and  wonder  folly  compre- 
herifive  of  all  bleflings,  anfwcrable  to  our  utmoft  wants 
and  defires,  as  furpafies  all  compreiienGon,  thought  or 
exprefliori  :  The  firft  clear  publication  of  which,  with¬ 
out 

NOTE. 

f  “  Left  we  ffcouM  let  them  flip*'1  or,  as  lode  to  waters  that  flow  hy  us,  hut  arc  maHe 
the  margin  renders,  j  run  ustf,  no  U&  of ;  and  In  ridwr  af  thefc  dews  Tt 

is  a  bcautifaWUufton  to  leiknig  with  may  import  defers  i n  onrfdvcs*  thion^h 

which  onr  treacherous  heirts  ami  memories  which  w*  grt  no  favin^  advantage  by  eheg'iL* 
wtiir  wd!  be  compared;  or,  petivp*,  St  may  id-  yeb 


Cb.  ii. 


7be  Epiflle  to  the  HiBRtws  paraphraftd.  l6<p 


4  God  alfo 

*it- 

ntft,  both  w;ih 
Jig  ns  and  wob- 
dcrs,  and  with 
divers 

and  gift*  of  the 
Holjr  Choitj  ac¬ 
cording  to  hit 

evu  will  t 


out  the  ya.il  or  types  and  fhadows  *,  was  begun  to  be 
made  perfonally  and  immediately  by  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  hirafelf  in  the  days  of  his  miniftry  upon  eartbt 
vho  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Lord  of  angels;  and 
ms  further  carried  on,  and  certified  to  us  of  the  JevtiJb 
nation,  by  many  honeit,  undefigning,  faithful  wit. 
nefies,  and  that  under  divine  inspiration,  fuch  as  the 
cvangelifis,  apofUes  and  otheik,  who  themfeives  heard 
him  deliver  thefe  biefied  tidings  of  To  great  falvation, 
which  he  came  to  procure,  and  bellow  upon  them 
that  fhould  believe  in  him. 

4  To  allure  us  of  the  infallible  certainty  of  rbeir 
witnefs,  God  himfelf  alfo  gave  the  moll  unquefti  unable 
teftimony  ro  their  integrity,  and  to  the  truth  of  what 
they  faid,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  by  abundance 
of  miraculous  operations  and  eftc&s,  which  he  wrought 
by  them  operations  which  may  be  called  fignt\,  as 
they  were  lignals  of  his  owning  and  being  with  them, 
and  were  teals  of  the  doctrine  they  preached  :  and  may 
be  called  wonders,  as  they  were  uncommon  and  ama¬ 
zing  appearances  of  God’s  almighty  power  and  goodnefs; 
and  may  truly  be  called  various  kinds  of  mlrales9  as 
they  were  wrought  by  a  divine  agency,  beyond,  and 
even  contrary  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature;  fuch  as 
healing  the  lick,  calling  out  devils,  and  railing  the 
dead,  merely  by  fpeaking  a  word  :  And  God  Rill  far¬ 
ther  bore  witnefs  to  thefe  his  faithful  fervnnts,  and  con* 
firmed  their  tcRimony,  in  a  rich  variety  of  fupernatural 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Gholl,  fuch  as  the  gifts  of  prophecy, 
wifdom,  knowledge,  and  utterance;  and  the  gift  of 
tongues,  and  the  interpretation  of  tongues;  yea,  and 
the  gift  of  conveying  thefe  excellent  endowments  to 
other  bdievets,  as  has  frequently  heen  done  by  the 
laying  on  of  the  apolllc’s  hands  ;  All  which  miraculous 
alterations  from  God  are  not  only  equal  to,  but  far 
more  excellent  than  thefe  that  he  fit i wed  in  confir¬ 


mation  of  the  law  of  hloJesy  (Deu.«  vi.  22.)  and  arc 

diitributed 


NOTH. 


'  'Tii  with  gwat  propriety  that  the  ape-  11,  12.  11 1  have  yet  many  thing*  to  lay  an- 
Ate  fiyt*  **  which  at  the  firfl  bejtaw  tn  be  **  10  joit,  but  yc  cannot  liar  them  now* 
**  fpekeo  by  the  Lewd  */’  For  though  Chrift  14  hawbeit,  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  ccunc^ 
opened  the  gofptUdifpenfation  in  h!s  per  fan*  <E  he  will  sni  U  you  uijto  all  truth/1 
*1  nuolftry,  he  did  not  preach  the  whole  of  f  Sifej,  wsndirst  and  wrw/r r  fcrui  to  h* 
Ui  brcinie  ftveral  things  pertaining  tn  it  mu-:h  ot'  the  fitnc  iinpurt ;  but  may  beex- 
were  ro  be  acoomplilbed  by  his  death,  refiir-  pretted  under  thofe  icveral  ictjtis  tor  reasons 
rrftfon  and  aibruGon  to  heaver,  and  were  iuggefted  in  the  parsphrafe*  which  give? 
not  proyer  to  be  folly  revested  i  nor  could  a  different  view  of  what  «?c  mure  generally 
they  be  ipohen  of  a*  actually  fubJifting,  nor  rail  nrin jc&j,  even  while  wc  difttpguifh  them 
be  wr*U  received,  till  he  went  to  the  bather,  'from  what  arc  cuiumuniy  called  “  tbc^ift* 
and  Ibcd  down  hi*  Spirit  from  on  high  ;  Ac-  of  (hi  Spiiii/ 
cwdicigJy  he  Uid  to  his  difciples,  John  xv u 


STO 


J  For  nnh>  the 
ffugcl&r  bath  ho 
mw  put  to  fob- 
Jeftton  the  world 
10-0002,'  where* 
cf  we  Jpc*Ju 
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diftrtbuted  in  all  their  different  kinds  and  degrees  to 
one  and  another  of  .theft -witneffes,  and  to  every  one 
that,  has  any  of  them,  according  to  the  good  pleaiiire 
and  fovereign  operation  of  God  by  his  Spirit,  who, 
with  the  fame  (Urine  foverclgnty,  -  divides  them  to  every 
mem  feverally,  at  he  •will.  (i  Cor.  xii.  n,) 

j  But  to  return  to  the  companion*  between  Chrtft 
and  the  holy  angels,  This  glorious  perfou,  I  fay,  is  far 
fupetior  in  his  office-character t  as  well  as  in  himfelf,  to 
any  of  them  ;  For  how  much  foever  they  were  employ¬ 
ed  in  giving  the  law,  (ver.  a.)  or  are  made  ufe  of  as 
mini  firing  fpitits  to  the  heirs  of  falvation,  {cbaf>,  l.  14. ) 
God  has  not  given  them  aay  authority  or  dominion 
over  the  New  TeftameoMihiifch,  and  the  things  he* 
longing  to  it 5  which,  being  to  fucceed  cbe  Mo/aic  dif- 
penfation,  were  commonly  Ailed  by  the  Jtrwt,  the 
•world  to  come.  God.  has  no  where  fpoke  of  .  bringing 
the  gofpel-church  into  any  fubjeftio'n  to  the  angels,  as 
if  they  were  to  he  lords  and  rulers  over  it,  or  a i  if  its 
doCtrines,  ordinances,  and  infticutions,;  privileges,  and 
bleflings,  .were  to  be  derived  from  then,  or  they  were 
to  publith  and  difpenfe  its  affairs;,  which  are  the  things 
that  I  am  fpeaking  of,  and-  fhall  further  infill  upon  in 
this  Kpiftle,  as  more.excellent  than  any  that  ever  went 
before  them. 

6  But  all  tbefe  things  are  owing  to,  and  immediately 
depend  upon  the  incarnate  Son  of  God  himfelf,  of 
whom  an  infpired  writer  of  the  Old  Teftament  fpeaks 
in  a  certain  paragraph,  (jy.  viii.-4,  5,  6.)  where  con¬ 
templating  -the  magnificent  works  of  God,  be  broke  out 
into  this  rapturous  and  admiring  exclamation,  faying, 
How. mean  and  inconfiderable  a  creature  is  man  in  him* 
ielf,  and  compared  with  the  vaft  expanfe  of  the  hea¬ 
vens,  the  moon  and  ftars  which  thou  haft  ordained  f, 

that 

T  3. 

fdf  w  u  the  Sod  of  man  :  For  If  the  M* 
lowing  voids  in  Pf:  vHL  w e«  diredty.  and 
confinedly  meant  of  the  fi vfl  Adam,  or  of 
hi*  portent/  in  general,  the  order  of  thee) 
would  moil  naturally  hive  been,  **  bo  »a* 
*'  crowned  with  glory  and  bonoor,  and 
li  -made  a  lilik  lower  than  the  rnigolt/'  fince 
his  httufur  was  before  bis  fall  and  abjfemeni* 
and  at  the  words  (fip*xv  TJ )  ** a  Iktk  lower, 
vcr.  nfgbt,  1  think,  be  better  reodoed, 
a*  they  are  in  the  margin,  and  Artf  v,  j4, 
a  lutle  while,  or  for  a  J title  {pace, 11  it 
Jhoiild  rather  have  been  faid^tf  applied  to 
Adam, that  he  was  a  11  littk  oddlc crowned 
*•  with  glory  and  honour/  than  that  he  was 
a  u  little  while  tnadc  lower  than  the  ujels;’1 
finct  his  glory  and  bpooqr  was  only  for  a 

Inal 


6  But  one  t« 
a  certain  place 
Certified,  frybg, 
Wise  Is  man  (had 
thou  art  fnicdfol 
'  of  him  ?  or  the 
fun  of  mao  that 
thou  Tjfitdfc  biro,* 


N  O 

f  The  eighth  pfalnij  from  whence  this  and 
the  two  fallowing  verbs  are  quoted,  feenra 
.to  have  been  compoted  by  David  in  a  clear, 
AK>oi]'lhiningandltai^light  rughc*  when  he 
.  wu  mnumpUing  the  wonders ot  ^faricoftbe 
heaven? ;  beta  ufe  to  hi*  magnificent  dc&ription 
’of  its  lunmirieS)  he  take*  ho  notice  uf  the 
Yun.  the  moft  glorious  of-  them  all :  And 
ft  appears  lo  m:  that  the  wotd*  hot  cited 
had  a  principal  and  ultimate  refaente  to  the 
Mcfiiah,  who  is  really  a  nun,  udU  fpuken 

of  as  martp  and- characterized  a*  tht  Sen  of 

maat  in  the  pfalmsand  other  pans  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  (PC  Jm.  *7-  Dan.  yu*  13. 
Zodi-  vU.  i%>  aod  atii..?,)  as  well  as  is  called 
**  the  man  Chrrftf  Jrfifi^4  in  the  New  Tffta- 
roent,  t  Tim,  ii*  j.}  and  often  Ipoke  of  bim- 


Ch.iL 
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.that-thon  f&xjulieft  condefcend  -  to  {hew '  fuch  favour  to 
him,  aKfOLidignify  his  nature  in  the  incarnation  of :  thy 
Son??  Or  .what  is  the  nature  of  man,  confidered  mere*! 
ly  as  fuch, .  in.  the  Melliah  himftlf,  whofe  diflnigutGH 
ing  character  is  the  Son  of  man,  that  thou  fhouldcft^ 
for  the  lake  of  mankind,  raife  him  in  human  nature  to 
the  office  of  mediation,  and  enrich  him  with  thy  gifts 
and  graces,  and-  aflift  and  own  him  in  hi&woffc,  and 
exalt- him  to  .his  throne  and  kingdom,  and  give  him 
power  over  allflejh,  that  he  might  give  eternal  life  to  as 
many  as.  thou  baft  given  him,  (John  xvii.  2.)  and  £0  by 
him  Ihouldelt  vifit  the  human  race  with  fuch  tender 
mercy,  as  to  redeem  thy  ptapls,  and  raife  him  a/>,  as 
an  bom  if  fshation  for  them  in  the  hovfe  of  thy  ftrvanl 
David.  ■  (Luke  i.  68,  69. J 
t  Thoomatlcft  7  Thou,  in  purfuic  of  this  gracious  and  glorious  de-  - 
kim* Utile  lo»er  {ign,..didft  place  this  Son  of  man  for  a  fmail  feafoo  in 
a!w  *bo weedft  iJHwof  deep  buniliation,  fubjeft  to  miicries  in  foul 
him  with  glory  and  bjjdy,  and  to  death  itfclf,  whereby,  under  thy  for*  ' 
•d«i  hanour,  >nd  faki2igsp  his  condition  was  abundantly  inferior  to  that 
S*oHu  af°tiry  the  holy  angels,  who  always  behold  tby  face  in  bea- 
IomI,.:  t*n,(Mat.  xviti.  to.)  and  never  die:  (Luke  11.36.) 

And  when  he  had  gone  through  a  fhort  courfe  of  humi¬ 
liation,  obedience  and  {offerings,  even  unto  the  moft 
ignominious  and  painful  death  upon  earth.  Thou  in 
aonfcqacnce  of  it,  and  in  recompence  for  It,  didft  raife 
him  from  the  dead,  and  advance  him,  like  a  king  to 
his  throne,  and  folemnly  inaugurate  and  inveft  him, 
like  a  prince  at  his  coronation,  in  all  mediatorial  dig¬ 
nity  and  authority,  honour  and  glory,  at  thine  own 
right  hand  in  the  highcll  heavens,  (PhiL  ii.  8,  9.)  and 
didft  conftitute  him  theabfolutc  and  uni  verfal  Lord  and 
Sovereign  of  all  the  creatures  which -thou  haft  made* 

.  (Epbef.  i.  11,  and  1  Pet.  iii.  22.)  that  he  might  govern 
and  order,  over-rule  and  reftrain  them,  and  make  them 
fuhferve  the  great  defigns  of  his  kingdom,  a $  the  bead 
over  all  things  to  the  church .  (Ephcf.  i.  22.) 
in  ®  Thou  haft  lubjefled  all  thy  works,  from  the  higheft 
fub-  to  the  lowed  of  them,  to  his  dominion,  that  they  may 

hie 

NOTE. 

find!  fpae*  of  lime  before  hi?  fail,  end  Ms  to  dominion,  might  be  to.  Adam  and  Jut  ?0* 
being  mode  lower  than-  the  Bagel*  was  oontU  flcrlty  in  general;  yet  in  thrir  complete  and 
nurd  all  along  after  it*  But  as  Cbrift  was  higheft  fenfc*  they  Could  belong  to  none  bolt 
mule  not  u  a  little  only,  but  much  lower/1  the  feeomj  Adro,  as  tbe  unmrftt  Lord  wd 
than  the  angela  for  a  few  years*  as  to  hta  Governor  of  all  liis  creatures*  end  the  triom* 
Hate  and  condition  In  the  days  of  his  hvmU  phant  Conqueror  of  ail  bis  cucmfe*  j  nor 
liorion  upon  <a rib;  fo  ho  is  now  crowned  would  the  apcifcU's  quotation  or  them  btee 
with  glory  and  honour  to  tondnut  in  bis  ex*  been  at  all  ro  h is  pirpofe,  unlrii'he  had  oft* 
sited  Ante  for  ever  i  And  how  applicable  fe-  derftood  them  to  Live  been  fpdten  of  GbrUL. 
ewr  feme  of  the  quoted  paflagts,  rtUttag 


2?* 

fhbjttftoji  ondir 
his  feet.  For  In 
that  he  j*ot  all  U 
ibhjcftfon  under 
him*  he  left  ag- 

thing  /W  it  aot 
put  under  him* 
But  now  u*e  f« 
not  yet  all  things 
fat  under  him. 


p  Hot  ve  fee 
JcfUs,  vfho  was 
m*te  a  little  lo*- 
eMfaanriicingeU, 

for  the  fuffVring 

of  death,  crown¬ 
ed  with  glory  and 
honour ;  that  he 
by  the  grace  of 
God 
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be  entirely  at  his  difpofal ;  and  haft  given  him  an  abfo- 
lute  power  over  alt  hit  and  bis  church's  enemies,  Gn, 
Satan,  and  death,  that  lie  may  conquer,  fubdue  and 
triumph  over  them,  like  Haves  and  captives  under  bis 
feet ;  may  difarm  them  of  all  their  force  5  may  trample 
upon  them  with-  indignation  and  contempt,  like  the 
din  under  his  feet  j  and  may  execute  his  righteous 
wrath  upon  them  This  teftimony  of  the  Pfabnijt 
(hews  that  he  had  a  higher  view,  than  to  that  original 
dominion  which  was  given  to  mao  over  the  creatures 
of  this  lower  world  :  For  (as  is  there  (aid  ahfdutely  and 
vniver/aily)  when  God  put  a]]  things  whatfioever,  with¬ 
out  exception  or  limitation,  under  biro,  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  no  work_af.  Jus-hauih,.  no  creature  in  hea¬ 
ven  or  earth, "not  any  affair  relating  to  them,  nor  con¬ 
sequently  to  the  gofpd-church,  that  is  not  brought  into 
fuhjedion  to  him.  But  we  plainly  fee,  by  obfervation 
and  experience,  that  in  fo  long  a  time  as  from  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  the  world  to  this  very  day,  neither  mankind  in 
general,  nor  any  one  of  them  in  particular,  has  an  ah- 
frlute  and  univerfal  dominion  over  all  things;  and 
there  fare  thefe  words,  Then  haft  put  alt  thingi  in  fob - 
jeSlion  under  bimt  cannot  be  applied  in  their  full  extent 
to  Adawty  or  any  of  -his  natural  dependents  f  :  And, 
notwitbftanding  that  full  grant  of  authority  and  domi¬ 
nion,  which  is  made  to  our  Lord  Je/us  himfelf,  It  mult 
indeed  be  allowed,  that  we  as  yet  do  not  fee  that,  in 
f&tli  ail  things  are  actually  fo  reduced  under  him,  as 
to  have  put  an  end  to,  all  the  'oppofition  of  bis  and  his 
people's  enemies;  the  lime  for  this  being  not  yet 
come. 

9  But  (which  cannot  be  fatd  of  any  other  man)  we 
certainty  know  from  the  tefti  monies  of  uifpired  writers, 
whom  God  bore  witnefs  to,  by  divers  miracles  and 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  (1 ter.  4.)  and  by  the  great  and 
wonderful  effefts  of  their  dodrine  upon  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  innumerable  converts  from  among  Jews  and 
Gentiles)  thro'  the  attending  power  of  die  Spirit,  wb«b 

is 


NOTE. 

*  Here  ends  the  a  po  (lie's  quotation  fraa  the  kit  clanle  of  this  verfc  may  be  csnGdeicl 
the  Pfllmt,  and  whit  folluef,  i,  bis  awn  ir-  as  an  et'jittiin  againfl  bis  absolute  aiidnnli- 
going  a pori  it.  _  nuted  dominion,  which  is  wifwerrd  »  the 

f  Dr  Owen  and  other*  ’unde  riband  this  tint  verle,  as  Unnttii  be  intimated  by  the 
Him  10  relate  to-  nun  in  genertl,  in  dt(KnftV>n  word  ycl,  (*■*»)  J ye  fa  ntt  at  nil  tHnji  put 
fiam  TO it.  who  i*  mentioned,  as  they  »p-  ixirfrr  aim,  which  irejflieaibaulieiiine  is  com¬ 
prehend,  in  oppo&iion  to  this  bint  at  the  be*  ins  when  tlicy  Shall  be  lb.  Now,  though  I 
pnninj  of  the  nest  verfe;  and  To  die  lpotile  incline  nioli  to  this  l*fi  ftafi,  1  wovld  not  be 
denies  that  all  things  are  put  under  him  i  Jhit  peremptory  it  it;  and  therefore  hare  incbl- 
Bczj,  PiTcitor,  Mr  Pierce  and  others  iimlcr-  (ledtpch, 
nand  this  &«i  as  relating  to  Qjirifi ;  and  w  . 
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Cod fbonld  tafl*  is  (bed  down  abundantly  from  the  exalted  Saviour) 
h**?  f0f  e”,y  ®n^  wc  bJ  faith  that  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  for  a. 

little  while,  flee  the  note  on  ver,  6.)  during  the  few 
years  of  hi®  incarnation  upon  earth,  was  placed  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  far  inferior  to  the  holy  angels,  that  he  might  un¬ 
dergo  the  moil  terrible  and  abating  fuiTerings,  eren  un¬ 
to  death ;  we  are  well  aiTured,  I  fay,  that  now  in  his 
human  nature,  as  the  reward  of  his  {offerings  and 
death,  be  is  actually  exalted  to  his  heavenly  throne, 
and  is  there  incircled  with  the  higheil  honours,  and 
poflefled  of  all  the  majelly  and  glory,  dignity,  authority, 
and  power  of  bis  mediatorial  kingdom,  in  which  he 
mull  reign  till  all  his  enemies  be  eflTr&ually  fubdued 
under  his  feet.  { i  Cbr.  xv.  2jv)  And  as  by  the  graci¬ 
ous  appointment  of  God,  in  his  infinite  love  and  good¬ 
will  to  men,  C  hr  ill  tailed  the  bitter  cup  of  death'*,  by 
actually  dying  in  the  room  and  Head  of  every  one.  of 
the  many  Jons  (ver.  to.)  that  belong  to  him,  whether 
they  be  Jems  or  C entiles  $  and  by  experimentally  know¬ 
ing  the  forrows  of  that  tremendous  death  which  their 
fins  deferred  fo  he,  having  done  this,  is  exalted  to  all 
the  honours  of  his  throne,  that  he  might  be  in  full 
capacity  to  purfue  and  accomplilh  the  great  end  of  his 
death,  in  bringing  them  all  fafe  to  glory, 
to  For  it  h*-  to  For  how  ofFerjIive  foever  the  doctrine  of  a  fufler- 
whom  hi*e  ing  Meffiah  be  to  the  carnal  Jems,  who  looked  for  a 
Thinfi*,  and  by  temporal,  and  not  a  fpiiitual  falvation  by  him  *,  It  was 
whom  are  all  every  way  right  and  fit,  decent,  decorous,  and  agree- 
dung*  m  bung-  aye  to  the  juftice  and  holinefs,  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
niwo  "glory,  to  and  indeed  to  all  the  perfections  of  God,  who  is  the 
make  the  Capinn  ultimate  end,  for  -whsm,  and  the  fir  ft  caufc,  by  it ihsm, 
°f  fen*f  rt»roo°h  things  whatfoever  ivere  created,  and  the  whole 
IbfferinM  M°8  cheme  of  falvation  was  formed  :  It  was,  I  fay,  infinite¬ 
ly 

NOTE. 

*  Tajling  dtotht  Is  an  tMrmfm  for  dwnj  :  that  learned  writer  (not w h is Ending  his  no* 
But  the  (Jraih  of  Cluift  was  Dutsfifr  be  was  tionof  uriverfd  redemption )  further  observes, 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  much  lei's,  thafcvrrj  ihant  for  whom  Chrift  lifted  death* 
war  lie  crowned,  that  he  might  uftc  death,  cannot  be  here  meant  of  ah  mrfi-bW  i  but  that 
;s  the  order  of  theic  words  mar  fcem  lo  in*  the  nature  of  the  Jirjfiinxnt!  and  the  fropeof 
irmtfc;  for  the  ftripto  re  every  where  fpoJcs  the  context  marr.fcftly  carry  it  under  a  lra«- 
of  hi*  death  as  preceding  his  exaltation*  Aud  fatten  10  all  ihcfc  whn  were  before  called  the 
therefore  tt  is  moft  coufcnant  to  the  truth,  ban  af  falvation  >  chap,  u  14.  ardarc  all  a- 
and  to  the  apoftlc’s  dctffn,  to  undcrHandt  long,  after  the  verfe  before  rs,  called,  “the 
vHi  Mr  Pierce,  th==t  here  Is  fiich  an  ettipjis  “  many  tons  vm  were  to  be  brought  to  glo- 
orfylUpfit*  as  is  to  be  met  with  both  in  pro*  (t  ry,  the  fan^bliecl,  Chriit's  brethren,  0/.-J 
hie  aod  ftcrcd  wtittts,  and  is  a  figure  of  “  the  church  and  we  may  add,  tbf  ehrldreu 

fpcech  that  Aipplies  the  fen  ft,  though  not  n>bhb  GW  had  given  blnsy  vcr.  toy - I*.  It 

cxijftly  according  lo  the  fl raftum  of  the  alfu  might  he  defined  10  fhow  that  thi*  fc- 
wnrds;  and  fo  it  mjy  {land  thui,  **  Jc*  vour  was  net  intended  to  be  confined  to  the 
“  ins  was  crowned  with  (.lory  and  honour,  Jews,  but  to  be  extended  tike  wife  to  the  Gen* 
14  that,  bj  the  grace  of  Gad  having  jaded  ltk*. 

“  death,  nc  might  fave  cvcw  sran*“ - Btit 

Vox..  V.  '  t  S 
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}y  becoming  tlic  great  God  himfelf,  for  [be  vindication 
of  the  rights  and  honour  of  his  holy  nature,  law,  and 
government,  in  his  way  of  bringing  an  innumerable 
multitude,  (flev,  tit*  9*)  of  adopted  and  regenerated 
fens  to  till  the  bkflbdnefs  and  glory  of  the  heavenly 
ft-ttc,  to  prepaie  his  only  btzgotton  Son  for  this  work,  as 
the  prince,  leader,  and  author  of  eternal  falvaticm  the 
whole  accompiUhmem  of  which  is  lodged  in  his  hand?, 
and  to  perfetl  the  confecralibn  of  him  to  his  office,  as 
a  pried  upon  his  throne,  by  means  of  his  atoning  fuifrr- 
ings  and  death  on  their  behalf,  ami  in  their  (lead,  that 
as  Jin  has  reigned  unto  death,  ft  grace  might  reign  thrf 
righteoufnefs  U  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrifi  our  Lord* 
(llom.  v.  3.1  ♦) 

n  Fut  both  Ji  For  both  the  Redeemers  who  has  taken  away  fin 
lethaniififrfic  b*  by  the  Sacrifice  of  Imnfelf,  that  its  guile  may  be  ex- 
JkrftMM  'Isrp  1?!  pitted  and  its  defilement  removed,  f  and  the  redeemed* 
of  one  i  frr  wiiofe  fins  are  purged  away  by  his  blood  and  fpirit,  and 
which  ciufc  ht  b  who  are  thereby  devoted  to  Gud,  ant!  qualified  for  ac- 
!!!n  thfioThrciV  ccptably  worffiipping  and  ferving  him,  are  all  of  one 
Tl  bleed,  (Acts  xvii.  26.)  Partakers  of  one  and  the  fame 

human  nature  from  one  common  parent ;  Cbrift  ha¬ 
ving  aflumed  their  nature  into  peifonal  union  with  him- 
fclf,  and  that  in  the  fame  fiate  and  condition  of  weak- 
nefs,  affliction,  and  mortality  with  thcmfclves,  fin  only 
excepted,  ( ver ,  17,  ami  chap*  iv,  1 5*)  that  he  might 
have  foincthhig  to  otflr,  and  they  might  have  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  kij  and  they  are  z\\  oi  one  hcaventy  Father, 

under 


NOT  R  S. 

Hi  notification  of  believers,  in  virtue  of  the 


*  Tic  CefUhi  tfUlvalhn  { rwf  r'j- 
Tn;i^)  priTjierly  "fi^nitk**  is*  Leader 9  and  h 
ruiri;  jx\t  iLc  J*riuccT  *mi  ibi  Anibw,  (AliiiU, 
jj.  oiui  v*  j  1  *  and  Hcb,  %\\*  ».)  which  a  nr 
the  only  pi  ice*  LJ^f:  ki  in  the  New  Tei'limcor, 
yrbcrc  this  uon  h  ukd  i  and  in  all  theie 
pJavcs  it  U.  applied  ro  Cbrijt :  And  ihis  Op- 
"tain  hi*  fxlvatkm  bcioo  msjfe  SterfAl  t  accord  ii'g 
to  different  accepts!  so  ir*  fifth-'  word,  (rf>, u* 
affjei)  which  U  ibmttiiv -s  rendered  to  per* 
f*Rf  tijjp.vih  JS3*  i'-d  i^sJand  ir  others 
to  C9iiJ(tntIcT  (chap*  vij.  s  !k}  iwv  relate  to  his 
bcin’4  f<o£h  cuJtplcMy  flit’  l  io>, 

/1-J  lu  lh:;£  yart  tf  Ms  office  which  he  w.'jfo 
Carry  on  it;  heaven,  am)  lor  the  fedhiim^  of 
which  he  was  crowned  with  rhe  ^!oiy  and  Ho-* 
iKiur  mentioned  in  the  preceding  vcrle. 
f  Snjidlji:th'Mu\  f*a.H\fied  (s  ayaia\^ 

ajcj  1  tmulc,  cond-intly  tiled 
through  this  cptftle  in  ihe  furificial  fenfe, 
with  a  retereoee  to  le^d  purifienuon*  for/r- 
fermion  *  or  dediauhn  to  God,  and  feeing  fe¬ 
ted  for  his  fei  vice  ;  or  for  deaufuig  from  the 
guilt  of  ife  :  But  when  l Ley  xtlaic  to  the 


Mocd  of  Chrill,  as  they  d<>  here,  lc.U  u 
tUp*  x.  10,  14.  they  may  *dJ  he  (ilppoful 
it>  include  alfb  an  <Il  imennl  wort  of  boJi- 
u  which  \vn  fijpiiieil  I  j-  txtrnf.l 

prrilicaiio^s  wi.h  water  ivnd  !- 

di-p  to  the  more  comrann  z'c_4\iVA  vt\  t:i 
ilKii^  word^  in  other  cpilllc.-)  as  i:  p.r- 

by  (he  hSood  cf  Chrifi^  and  is  ztiiu- 
cd  tn  eon f^nencot hereof  by  the  liiufticeavcn 
of  the  Spiri*-. 

t  Of  ?>i*'  u  both  the 

iind  Ticurtr  and  »r»ay  uccurdi;^*^ 

mCJn  f'fyit*  yrfvn,  or  if  one  ftitigy  and  m-*t 
Vtfiy  cojibikmiy  wtih  each  other!  wi  v/t'i 
theapoflfe's  ai^um^nt ;  thnajh  their  bfT*-. 
all  of  one  nature  feems  to  he  mofl  dire;t  y 
intended. — A  learned  CKpnlUor  has  to^;sr- 
tuitd,  that  sfl  of  one  means  that  CLrid  nA 
tht-  ianctifkj  aic  all  uf  *uic  Father,  Ahraban- , 
he  and  all  believers  h=rvc  the  fame  faidi 
with  ABrahani.  But  :.bou-h  this  jeay  b^:t 
Eood  veaton  for  ChrKFs  catting  them  irahren, 
1  du  wit  isc  how  it  ibovs  thu  it  beeiou:  G->i 
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under  a  wife,  ho ly,  and  gracious  conftitution,  whereby 
they  are  legally  onet  and  included  in  one  covenant*  And 
therefore;  great  and  glorious  as  Chrift  is,  ami  mean 
and  contemptible  as  they  are,  he  does  not  difduin,  hue 
condefccnds  to  take  them  into  the  near  and  endearing 
relation  of  brethren  to  himfelf,  who  is  the  firfo-birn  a- 
mong  many  brethren ,  (Rom*  vtii*  29,)  and  to  own  them 
with  pleafure  under  that  relation,  as  he  did  after  his 
rcfurre£tion,  (John  xx.  17,)  and  will  publicity  do  in 
the  day  of  judgment;  (Met*  xxv,  40.)  And  this  cor- 
refpomis  to  the  reprefeutation  which  was  made  in  the 
prophetic  writings  of  his  calling  them  brethren* 
it  Siting*  l  12  Saying  to  his  Father,  ( Pf  xxii*  22*)  I  will  make 
«Ui  declare  iby  known  the  glory  of  thy  perfections  and  councils,  ways 
brcchren  ^n  the  arl^  works,  to  the  honour  of  thy  great  name,  yrith  ru- 
iriAb*  of  the  ference  to  the  fcheme  of  fatvation,  by  opening  it  firft 
church  will  1  fing  in  my  perfonal  minillry,  and  afterwards  carrying  it  ort 
praifeantu  thee*  jfl  p]ajner  3nd  more  extenfive  difcoveries,  >tiil  it  be  per¬ 
fected,  in  the  minidry  of  my  fervants,  and  by  the  il* 
luminaticn  of  my  Spinr,  that  it  may  be  fully  mantfeft- 
ed  to  thy  children,  to  whom  .  I  ftand  nearly  related  by 
famenefs  of  nature  and  covenant-conftitutlon,  as  my 
brethren.  I  will  joyfully  celebrate  *  and  publifh  the 
wondrous  praifes  of  thy  love,  to  thy  glory  among  them, 
whom  thou  hall  chofen,  called,  and  faxickified  to  be  a 
peculiar  church  and  people  unto  thee. 

13  And agqin,  l3  And  again, 'in  another  prophetic  representation 
1  wllpatmymitl  of  Chrift,  he  is  brought  in  us  faying  in  the  language 
T  his  type,  (Pf  xviii,  2,)  like  one  that  has 

children  communion  with  his  brethren  in  human  afFe&ious* 
which  God  hath  fuffertnga  and  graces,  r.s  well  as  in  nature, (<  I  will  place 
:;:vca  me,  aM  my  truft  an(|-  cooGdence  in  die  Lord,  who  is  my 

rockf  and  my  fort  refs ,  and  my  deliverer  t  my  Cod%  my 
Jirength  ;  (as  it  follows  in  that  pfatmi)  My  dependence 
ih.nl!  be  entirely  upon  him  to  maintain  my  caufc,  ro 
fupport  me  under,  and  carry  me  through  all  my  trials 
and  difficulties,  to  make  me  triumph  over  them,  amt 
to  reward  me  for  them  in  my  own  perfonal  exaltation, 
and  in  effe£lually  bringing  the  many  fans  to  glory,** 
(vifr.  10*)  And  with  a  like  acknowledgment  of  his  re* 

lacioit 


N  O 

i,.  brin^ngdfnanY  fons  to  glory,  to  mate  the 
Cnuin  of  their  filvattou  perfect  through 
futfcr.ngs,  which  is  the  v«y  thing  that  ibe 
fcroier  jvirt  ol  this  vtrfe  U brought  io  prove* 
*  If  praffeilst#  be  taken  literally, 
our  Lord  did  this  with  his  difriplw,  the  only 
^oipd-cburch  that  flis  had  lfcen  ujm  <auhTa 
liitJo  before  bis  death,  *.rhcn  they  ft»i£  so 

y 


,T  E. 

hymn  at  the  clofc  of  the  inft'tudon  an-!  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  cochin  ft*  (Mat-  xkH,  30  ) 
Dut  if  vet  take  it  in  a  ta*.er  liiife,  for  feuing 
tl  forth  the  praifrs  of*  Gcdr*  name,  this 
Chrifl  has  rhnv,  (ltfl  does,  and  wifj  eonjinuc 
to  do  through  all  gcncntjaAv  111  the  church, 
by  his  word  and  fpirit,  in  rafraus  miiii- 
Pt;a:inn5  and  ordinance*  of  divine  worfoiji. 
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lation  to  them  as  brethren,  he  fays  in  another  place, 
{[/a.  vtii.  j8.)  Behold,  here  am  I,  ready  to  do  and 
fuffer  all  that  thou  called  me  to  for  the  redemption  of 
the  children,  whom  thoa  in  eternal  councils  of  wifdom, 


14  Fonfinrich 

then  aj  the  chil¬ 
dren  parta- 

k*Ti  of  flefh  and 
he  alto 
biaiftlf  lifccwife 
look  pirt  of  ih* 
fnihc  ;  that  <bro* 
dci'h  he  might 
deftroy  him  that 
fiad  the  power  of 
d&tfh,  ^  that  if, 
Um  devil ; 


love,  and  grace,  had  given  roe,  at  nay  property  and 
charge,  that  I  might  deliver  them  from  all  evil, 
and  fanctify  them  for  thy  fervice,  and  for  an  enjoyment 
of  thee;  and  that  I  might  own,  and  take  care  of  them, 
as  my  dear  brethren,  amidft  all  the  (corn  and  reproach 
of  men  upon  earth,  and  conduit  them  fafe  to  heaven : 
And  behold,  I  prefent  them  together  with  myfelf  to  thee, 
forth  me  acceptance,  and  for  their  everlafting  bappinefs, 
14  Since  then  {<*■“  *')  the  children,  which  Cod  had 
given  to  his  Son  to  be  faved  by  him,  were  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  and (*<**•»»■*» )  had  commomon  with  the  reft 
of  mankind  in  human  nature,  as  confuting  not  only  of 
an  immortal  foul,  but  Ukewife  of  a  mortal  body  of  flefh 
and  blood,  which  was  capable  of  dyiog  ;  he  alfo,  who  had 
an  eternal  pre-exjftenee,  as  God  condefeended  volun¬ 
tarily  to  alTume  true  human  nature  with  all  its  e Hernial 
properties,  and  natural,  though  finlefs,  infirmities, 
into  perfchal  union  with  himfelf,  really  and  exaflly 
according  to  thetT  own  likenefs;  («j»xwe«»urir^)  and 
fo  was  allied  as  a  near  kinfman  to  them,  that  the  right 
of  reprefentation  might  lye  in  him,  and  that  he,  in  the 
fame  nature  which  finned,  might  make  a  proper  fatif- 
faction  to  the  law  and  jufttce  of  God  for  it;  to  the  end 
that  (<•>}  by  means  of  his  medttorious  death,  which  he 
fullered  in  their  room  and  Head,  to  take  away  their 
fins  and  the  curfe  of  rhe  law,  and  to  purchafe  a  refur- 
rection  to  eternal  life,  he  might  vanquifh  and 
entirely  overthrow,  or  make  void  the  power  of  -  that 
great  aeftroying  adverfary,  the  devil,  who,  as  a  mur¬ 
derer  from  the  beginning,  was  the  means  of  bringing 
fin  and  death  upon  them  by  the  firft  tranfgreflion  ;  and 
as  an  executioner  of  divine  juftice,  had  an  empire  over 
death  to  inflict  it  in  a  penal  way  upon  ob  ft  in  ate  and  in¬ 
corrigible  fm tiers,  whenever  God  might  permit  him ; 


15  AnJ  doli* 
Tot  them  vrh;> 
through  fear  of 
deaih  wtre  all 
frheir  life  w  time 
Ibhjed  to  bo  El¬ 


an  ti  (o  be  afterward*  their  «ver lading  tormentor  in  the 
fecond  death. 

1 5  And  when  Satan  thought  to  have  multiplied  over 
Chrift  himfelf,  by  banging  him  into  the  territories  of 
death.  This  Captain  of  fai  ration  utterly  defeated  him, 
as  it  were  on  his  own  ground ;  and  by  that  very  means, 
which  Teemed  of  all  orhers  the  mod  unlikely*  and  by 
which  he  himfelf  Teemed  to  be  overcome,  he  dimmed  that 


grand  adverfary  of  all  his  power,  that  in  ihc  virtue  of  his 

own  death  he  might  raQfoin  alibis  children  from  the  fling 

and 


id  For  tcriiy 
Jvc  took  not  on 
Lim  thtiiavirt  tf 
angels;  bat  he 
took  on  him  the 
teed  of  A  bra- 
lam* 


TT  Wherefore 
i-i  ail  thing*  k 
behoved  him  to 
he  made  lit  e  un¬ 
to  his  brrthfcii; 
that  he  nii»hr  tw 
a  meiciJiu  avid 
faithful  high 
prieft,  in  things 
pcrttd*ltt£  to  ft**!, 
tj  mike  nrc^Dci- 
lu  urn  forth  dins 
of  the  people : 
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atid  terror  of  death,  and  from  its  dominion  over  them; 
and  might,  In  the  effectual  application  of  his  hlood, 
actually  free  them  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  fin,  and 
give  them  a  complete  victory  and  triumph  over  death 
itfelf,  (i  Cor.  xv.  26,  55,  56,  57.)  even  them,  who 
through  their  formidable  thoughts  of  death,  or  of  its 
dreadful •  conferences,  or  of  both,  were  all  their  lives 
long  before  liable  to  be  fadly  inflaved  in  their  own  minds, 
and  afraid  to  die,  whether  they  were  Jews  under  the 
terrors  of  the  legal  difpenfation,  or  Heathens^  that  had 
no  hope  of  a  better  world  beyond  the  grave. 

16  For  to  accomplifh  ihefe  Important  en^fs,  it  is  mo(fc 
certainly  true,  that  our  biefTed  Lord  did  not  lay  hold  on 
the  nature  of  angtls,  to  take  that  into  perfenal  union 
with  himfelf,  as  though  he  had  intended  to  recover  any 
from  among  them  that  fell  from  their  original  recti¬ 
tude  and  happinefs  \ ;  but,  patting  by  the  angelic  na¬ 
ture,  he  g  ratio  uily  condefcended  to  lay  hold  on,  and 
unite  to  himfelf,  the  far  more  inferior  nature  of  man, 
and  to  give  it  a  peculiar  fubfiftenee  in  his  own  divine 
perfon,-a6  he’ derived  it  from  the  patriarch  Abraham ,  to 
whom  God  promtfed,  that,  in  his  feed  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  Jbouli  be  biejfed.  fGeti.  xxii.  18.  and  xxvi.  4.) 

17  We  may  therefore  infer  from  all  this,  that,  in  or¬ 
der  to  Chrifl/s  duly  an fwering  the  great  defign  of  bis 
office,  as  their  Redeemer  and  Saviour,  it  was  highly  fie 
and  needful,  and  in  the  reafon  of  thisgs  every  way 
proper,  that  he  ihotdd  partake  of  their  nature  in  all 
things  that  cflentially  belong  to  it,  and  Ihouldeome  un¬ 
der  their  trials  and  faff; rings,  and  indeed  fhmthl  be  in 
every  thing,  as  far  as  poluble,  in  the  like  condition  with 
thofc  brethren  of  bis  whom  he  was  to  bring  fafe  to 
glory,  (tirr.  10,  ri.)  that  fo  by  bis  own  experience  of 

fuferings, 

H  O  T  E. 


t  Verily  lie  took  rot  on  him  the  nature  hattj  or,  With  the  fop  n  ferae  in,  Hf  £J  mt 

uf  anctli/*  U  underfttHid  b y  fame  to  fig-  iat e  to  hint  the  httl:tre  if  avgeh  ;  hut  to 
jv/jr,  according  to  the  rendering  in  the  m  an*  mat  tbt  torture  of  the  feed  of  Ahr&l ;  where 
^nT  11  be  did  ik>£  take  bold  of  the  angels/*  human  nature  is  e/.^rdTcd  by  the  iced  of 
to  help  or  reicne  theirs ;  "  but  he  took  hold  Afcnhare  ;  hccanfc  oar  Lord  derived  it  from 
11  of  (he  fcctE  of  Abraham,"  to  help  or  ref >  A  lit  3  ham  according  to  (he  old  Tcfbnitflt- 
ect  th*,u,  iJut  though  I  would  wholly  propi.b:i^  cana'mij^  liioi}  and  beta  nfe  he 
Otdtadc  (hat  tenfe,  in  connection  with 'the  therein  lud  j  peculiar  rclpttl  10  U10  fpiritoat 
oiher,  which  lyci  in  the  tart  of  our  Terfionj  fe^l  of  Abrahjm;  And  this  mi*ht  with  pro** 
yet  Chnft’s  ailiimiag  human  nature  in  hi*  in-  pricry  enough  be  called  11  Chriit  $  Caking  to 
carnation  and  not  the  nature  of  aflgek,  **  hi'»,  or  taking  hold  of,  Tl  (cr*x*«i*rfT«r#) 
/■‘ems  to  be  molt  immediately  intenJed,  an-  not  (he  nature  of  angels,  but  the  human  ua- 
fwcrablcto  che  whole  fcope  of  the  context  t  tnre  of  i-he  line  of  Abraham  i  bccatriein  hit 
and  tfitle  word*  may  he* rendered- w#:h out  innriutWi  he  allitmerf  hnmaii  nature  iota 
f  he  Topple  mem  of  uu/iipf,  -which  is  added  to  pcrftmaL  union  wiihhmifdf,  ard  fo  Jaid  hold 
rbe  Greek  in  oar  trmflation,  he  did  ml  toke  of  il  in  the  mofl  inUmjte'uidetidt-ftringmun-* 
Af  hiftt  ef  ibt  awgfh}  that  is,  not  any  one  of  tier  pifliblr,  rn  older  to  hi*  refen  1%'  it  id  fur 
■dutm  t  bui  he  'mk  to  him  of  the  fad  of  Astrtf  vinjj  it* 


Ch*  Hi. 
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filtering s*  which  he  underwent  for  their  fake$»  in  their 
naiure  and  in  their  fiead*  he  might  be  che  better  qualifi¬ 
ed*  and  the  more  feelingly  engaged*  to  act  the  part  of 
a  compaifionate,  tender-hearted  high  prieft,  and  might 
be  the  more  touchingly  ftirred  up  to  acquit  himfelf  with 
pH  fidelity*  in  the  difeharge  of  his  great  undertaking 
for  them,  with  relation  to  what  he  was  to  do  with  God 
on  their  behalf,  in  a  way  of  farisfafllion  tohisjuftice* 
for  healing  the  breach  which  fin  had  n\adc  between  him 
and  them*  and  procuring  peace  and  reconciliation  with 
God  for  them ;  whom  he  reprefented  and  aflcJ  for,  as 
taken  from  among  men*  and  as  therein  typified  by  the 
high  friejl  under  the  lav; ;  (fee  chap,  v,  t  *) 
is  frr  in  that  *8  And  as  the  typical  high  prieft  could  have  ernpaf 
ha  hiarfllf  iuih  fan  cn  the  ignorant^  and  on  them  that  viere  out  of  the 
tcmpied,  fir  that  he  himfelf  alfo  vjas  compared  about  with 

Able  tf>*  fcteour  infirmities  y  (chap.  v.  2*)  Th  is  is  mo  ft  remarkably  and 
than  that  arc  eminently  true  of  Chrift :  For,  in  as  much  as*  and  in 
the  very  thing*  (»■*)  in  which  he  himfelf  underwent 
the  fevereft  tribulations,  when  he  was  in  a  (late  of  tri- 
tils  and  fuffc rings  from  Satan  and  the  world,  from  the 
defenions  of  bis  Father  and  his  own  difciples*  and  from 
the  reproaches  and  persecutions  of  his  enemies,  and  his 
various  troubles  in  foul  and  body ;  He*  having  triumph¬ 
ed  over  all  thefe  forts  of  temptations  in  his  own  perfon,  is 
both  capable*  inclined,  and  willing  to  fupport,  comfort* 
and  relieve  all  his  brethren,  that  are  exercifed  with  any  like 
afflictions  and  trials;  as  welt  remembring  what  he  fuf- 
fered  by  them,  and  well  knowing  how  to  make  thofc 
dear  objects  of  his  fympathy  and  companion,  as  victo¬ 
rious  over  them  as  he  himfelf  was* 

-RF,  COLLECTIONS. 

How  much  more  excellent  and  important  is  the  gofpcl  of  thrift,  than  the  law 
of  Mtfcs  l  This  was  indeed  fpoken  by  the  inmiiLration  orange's,  aiul  was  divinely 
dbblnhcd ;  but  that  brpan  to  he  fpoken  immediately  in  perfon  by  the  incarnate 
Sot*  of  God  liimfcir,  who  is,  both  by  nature  and  office,  infinitely  fuperior  to  One 
angels  in  heaven  t  this  Weficd  gofpcl  h  confirmed  to  us  by  many  faithful  wit* 
rifles,  who  heard  it  from  his  own  mouth,  and  were  im powered  1UH  farther  to 
publifft  it,  with  infallible  ci*rt.jiViy,  in  nil  its  extent  and  glory;  God  himfelf  at  the 
fame  time  bearing  wrtiiCB  to  the  trulhof  their teftimony  by  various  wonders,  mi- 
racleF,  and  gifts  of  the  Mc!y  Ghoft*  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will. 
And  O  what  n  great  falvation*  c<snvp  rehen  3  vt  of  all  fpiritual  and  denial  Udfings 
and  furpaffing  aJ!  t  bought*  dues  1 1?  jttipcl  bri  ng  to  them  that  by  faith  receive  it ! 
MVUh  what  care  and  diligence  then  fhouhl  went  tend  to  it,  that  we  may  embrace  and 
retain  it,  and  nutlet  it  Hip  out  of  our  thoughts  and  beam  with  out  any  practical  and 
faving  improvement  of  iL  1  If  it  werejuilm  God  topunifh  the  defpjftrsof  Mofis** 
law,  ami  they  fufiered  accordingly*  how  much  heavier  vengeance  wit!  he  certainly 
take  on  the  negletfm  onds  Sun’s  gofpCi  ?  Hut  how  altoniu.Ettgly  condescending  is 
divlr.c  grace  to  mankind  *  thrift,  pafting  by  the  angels,  afluroed  our  inferior  na¬ 
ture,  as  derived  from  4hrahaflft  in  u>  neribnal  union  with  himfelf :  And  wc  may 

writ  cry  out  *  kL  admiration  acd  joy*  0  what  is  man,  that  thou  fltoridft  vifit  him  in 
f 


Cb, ni. 
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\'th  kind  manner  by  the  Son  of  man !  How  low  \ns  our  Lord  brought  for  a  little 
vh:kl  He  was  lower  than  the  angels  in  bis  ftate  qt'  hnmilia:  ion,  when,  asthe 
fr.ut  of  mere  grace  to  the  children  of  whom  God  hath  given  him,  he  tafted  the 
bit tt reft  cop  of  de*th  for  their  redemption*  Ami  how  emir-enily  h  lie  now  ex* 
sited  in  hu  mediatorial  charafler  hi  confc^rKmt’eoi'hisfuftcrin^s,  and  as  the  right  e. 
oua  reward- of  them  -  The  NewTetomeut*cImrcb,  and  all  its  a  Earns  yea.  all  God's 
w^rks  of  nature  and  providence  are  already  put  nndtr  his  dominion;  anti  though 
all  hi*  enemies  are  not  yet  aifhialiy  fuHdue.l,  they  mult  at  length  fall  l»efo:v  him* 
ILw  hi^Mv  is  God  glorified  in  his  appointed  way  of  falv.tf  ion 'through  a  crucified 
\.k\  cviUed  kedeemer  t  This  is  a  way  becoming  him  /VH‘,  who  H  the  hr  ft  caufe  and 
h:\  end  of  all  things:  A’l  the  perfeftious  of  his  nature,  together  with  hi*  law  and 
yi-mumnt,  Ibine  forth  with  harmonious  and  illufiiious  honourm  bringing  avaft 
multitude  of  his  foils  to  glory  through  the  Captain  of  their  frivol  inn,  who  was 
pcrr:<£K'tI  for  the  remainder  of  his  office  by  fAfv  rings*  and  was  one  v.iih  them  in 
fioh  an  inLimacy  of  natim*  a:n!  relation,  as  is  a  proper  fomitiaiinn  of  his  inn  Ur- 
takings  and  performances  on  their  behalf,  and  his  of  owning  them  arid  regarding 
them  a*  his  brethren*  He  died,  that  he  might  reconcile  them  to  G<id,  and  ftr.c- 
tit/ them  tor  seeds  to  him  and  holy  communion  with  him  ;  that  He  uirj'ht  def^roy 
the  po#u-  ofthe  div>l,  who  hrougnt  iin  and  desth  into  the  world,  and  trttjmphed 
in  the  region  qf  morality  *  and  that  lie  might  taie  away  the  fting  of  death,  and 
deliver  h  is  brethren  from  its  penal  confluences,  who  all  their  lives  long  before 
in  1  been  brought  into  bondage  by  its  terrors*  And  O  what  »  merciful  and  faith- 
iwi  high  pried  is  Chriftl  How  effccluaily  has  He  procured  his  peoples  recon *ri oat ion 
to  God  by  his  blood!  and  how  coir.p^ftkmttti'ty  dots  lie  fympathizc  with  them 
under  all  their  temporal  and  fpintual  tna!s,  in  remembrance  of  the  bitternefs  of 
kU  own  {'offering  the  like  fbrHiem;  that  He  might  icafon  ibly  Help  and  relieve 
Ifitro  in  their  m oft  a fll i dive  rifeu  alia  nets*  till  be  carries  them  Jutfc  through  at!  to 
eternal  glory! 


C  H  A  P.  Ill* 

The  apofile  Jbtrtvs  the  fuperhr  worth  and  dignity  tf  Chrijl ,  in  his  perf&n 
and  prophetic  office*  particularly  above  Mo i,— 6*  And  rrprejents 
tv  the  Hebrews*  from  the  example  of  their  unbelieving  ancejiorsy  the 
fm  at:d  danger  of  infidelity  and  apcji.zc'jy  and  the  neccjity  of  faith  m 
Chrijl y  and  of  a  jlcdfajl  adherence  to  h;?nt  in  order  to  their  entering  in¬ 
to  the  heavenly  rcjlt  y, — 19, 


T-trr, 

^•Lwfcw.lio' 
!y  Itrtilirrn, 
*'(  tht* 
c:;!Un~, 
the  3;;o* 
ill;  2nd  hi  5I1 
;*f  car  prn- 
Chrift  Jo 


Paraphrase* 

SINCE  the  grsrrt  author 01  the  gofpel  5s  fj  far  more 
excellent  than  ?.ll  the  former  prophets,  *wh\  even  tha:i 
the  angels  tbemfclvcs,  as  h*is  beeu  obfervcct*  {chap*  :• 
ii,) ;  Therefore,  my  dear  brethren,  v'ha  arc  fo^  not  on¬ 
ly  by  nation  as  Jcvjs^  but,  1:1  the  judgment  cE  thanty 
by  grace  as  Chriftians,  and  arc  fri'C?  hren  to  our  Lord 
himfrlf,  and  ro  one  another ;  and  who  by  yeur  prcfclTion 
and  obligations  arc  on  holy  people,  feparated  to  hinj^ind 
di  voted  to  his  fcrvice,  os  fanftiticd  by  his  blood 

and  fpirit,  {chap,  ii.  n.)*>  ’-vho  aifo  are  admitted  to  a 
partnerihin  with  the  whole  V-dy  of  l me  believers  in  all 
ths  privileges  and  birffings  of  the  gofpcl,  to  which  ye 
are  called  by  fprctal  grace.  r:nd  which  'are  of  au  ’’.raven- 
Jy  naturfi)  and  relate  to  the  .heavenly  ilats(  as  tencing 
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1  Wlia  WAS 
faiJuut  :o  hi. it 

lum,  a*  uff-»  Mo- 
fct  v’nsfcitl'jut  in 

atl  Jus  hquie* 


j  For  tfei* 
nian  counted 
Woniiv  of  more 
g'lory  than 
imfixiiicti  n'  he 

wl>o  rsfh  build^d 
the  lu/ufe  hath 
imic  honour  than 
the  ho  ufc.  ’ 


to  it,  and  certainly  ifluing  in  it,  according  to  your  high 
tailing  of  Gad  in  Chrifi  JeJus,  (Pbil.  iii.  14.)  ;  Let  me 
befeecb  you  to  go  along  with  me  in  farther  attentively 
confidering,  and  ferioufly  reflecting  upon,  the  fuper- 
eminenc  dignity  of  the  gborions  Son  of  God,  of  wbofe 
perfon  and  office  f  have  been  (peaking,  who  is  empha¬ 
tically  the  fent  of  Gad,  as  the  Father’s  divine  meffenger, 
by  whom  he  hat  fpdken  to  us  in  tbefe  laji  days,  (chapw  i.  2.)i 
who  is  alfo  our  great  high  prieil  to  purge  our  Jins,  and 
make  reconciliation  for  them ,  as  has  been  declared,  {chap. 
i.  3.  and  ii,  17,)  and  as  we  profefs  to  believe  and  own 
concerning  him  ;  and  fu  is  the  author,  life,  and  glory  of 
our  heavenly  calling,  and  of  our  holy  profcfTion  of  his 
name,  and  of  all  our  regards  and  hopes  toward  God 
through  him,  even  our  Lord  JcfusChrid,  the  only  true 
and  anointed  Saviour. 

a  Who  executed  bis  prophetic  office  *  with  all  fideli¬ 
ty  to  God  his  Father,  as  he,  according  to  eternal  coun¬ 
cils,  and  ancient  prophecies,  ordained  and  called  him 
to  ir,  conlF.tured  him  in  it,  and  fent  him  to  fulfil  it ; 
He  made  known  his  Father’s  name,  and  the  whole  of  his 
mind  and  will,  relating  to  the  faith,  ivorfhtp,  obedience, 
and  faivation  of  the  church  in  every  particular,  and  ex- 
a&ly  according  to  his  appointment',  as  it  alfo  mull  be 
pwned,  to  the  honour  of  Mofet,  the  moft  famous  of  all 
the  ancient  prophets,  [Numb,  xii.  7  )  that  he,  who  was 
therein  a  type  of  Chrtlt,  faithfully  difeharged  the  office 
committed  to  him,  in  communicating  the  laws  and  or¬ 
dinances  which  belonged  to  that  difpenfation,  accord* 
big  to  all  that  God  commanded  him ,  (Ex.  xl.  16.)  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  church  of  Ifrael,  which  then  was  God's 
houfliold  or  family,  (Numb.  xii.  7.)  as  his  church  is, 
and  may  well  be  called,  (1  7im.  iii,  iy.);  becaufe  he 
has  prepared  and  fet  it  apart  for  himfelf,  has  a  peculiar 
property  in  ir,  prefides  over  it,  and  dwells  with  a  fpe* 
cial  and  gracious  prefence  of  light  and  influence  in  it. 

3  Conftder,  I  fay,  what  a  fuperlatively  excellent  one 
Chrifi  is  :  For  this  glorious  perfon,  (*"*}  who  is  truly* 
but  not  merely  man,  was  in  finitely  more  honourable 
in  himltlf,  and  is  to  be  eftcemed  as  every  way  worthy 
of  much  greater  glory  than  in  his  relation  to 

the  church  :  notwitbllanding  all  the  honour  which  that 
eminent  man  of  God  juflly  obtained  for  his  fidelity  in 


N  Q 

*  Herr  the  apoflle*  comparing  Chrift  wUh 
auttid*  fiioft  ioTincdUuW,  a*  Itbittfe, 
to  hh office,  as  the  apoftlc  of  our 
jjj,  {W-r.  i*)  aid  afterward*  piuccedt 
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10  difawrfr  particiikrlr  apd  at  large*  on  fc:s 
prirjHtocil  chaji  ir*  iiv*  md  ia  Icvfijnl 
ijjg  diapler*. 
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bis  Mgh' employment,  as  ammilterof  the  law,  Chrift 
really  is  as  much  more  excellent  in  his  perfon  and  of¬ 
fice,  and  as  much  to  be  preferred  to  him,  as  the  ford 
and  mailer  cf  his  houfe  or  family,  who  is  the  former 
and  owner  of  ir,  and  has  prepared,  e reded  and  governs 
it,  is,  in  all  reafon,  to  be  counted  worthy  of  higher  ho¬ 
nour  and  glory  than  the  family  itfelf,  or  any  member 
of  it,  (and  Mofet  was  no  more,)  which  derives  from  him, 
owes  its  being  and  all  its  advantages  to  him,  and  is  his 
peculiar  property  for  his  own  pleafure,  ufe,  and  fervicc. 

a  ?ut  «ery  4  Fur  as  in  the  literal,  fo  in  the  civil,  political  and 
hr.afe  is  buikte‘|  religious  fenfe  of  the  word,  every  houfe  is  prepared, 
but  htTha^biiih  eretbed,  and  fitted  up  («*■#  Tint)  by  fome  principal  foun- 
all  thinjftij  God.  der  and  proprietor  of  it :  But  be  that  is  the  great  build¬ 
er  of  the  church,  as  bis  own  houfe,  t  that  has. ..provi¬ 
ded  all  its  materials,  and  ordered  alt  its  affairs  for  his  own 
glory,  both  under  the  Je-aiJb  and  gofpel-difpenfation, 
is,  and  cannot  but  b£,  God  himfelf ;  it  is  his  preroga¬ 
tive,  and  none  but  he  could  be  their  author j  and  fo 
Chrtll,  who  is  the  great  mailer-builder  of  the  church, 
bears  the  fuper-eminent  dignity  of  Cod  in  his  relation 
to  it. 

s  And  Mnft*  5  And  cari7  on  fbis  (imilltude,  and  apply  it  to 
vrrily  was  faith,  the  cafe  in  band,  it  is  indeed  true,  as  has  been  obfer- 
ful  in  *11  hi*  ved,  (ver.  a.)  that  Mofes  afled  a  very  faithful  and  up- 
fw*  a**«ftimony  right  part  in  delivering  the  divine  laws  and  ordinances 
of  tfiofe  thing*  about  every  thing  that  related  to  the  church  of  God 
which  arereto  be  under  the  Old  Teftanientdifpenfatiop :  Only  it  muft 
po  tn  att«  >  jje  remembered,  that  what  lie  did  therein,  was  not  as  tbe 
Lord  And  proprietor^  but  merely  in  the  quality  of  a  mi- 
nijlrivg  fervant  in  God’s  houfe  ;  he  being  fo,  and  no¬ 
thing  more,  to  give  a  prefigurjitive  representation  to  the 
IfraeUtet  ol  thofe  great  and  excellent  things  of  thegof- 
pd,  which  were  afterwards  to  be  more  clearly  revealed 
at  large  under  the  New  Teflament,  and  were  witnefled 
to  by  his  law,  ( Rsm .  iii.  ci.)  even  fuch  things  as  have 

been 

NOTE. 

t  u  He  that  boilt/1  («  *s-  <c  intern and  ordering  things  relating 

ni fi«  **  lie  that  prepaid,  fornlibcd,  and  to  it  t  a  nJ  it  n  tifvd  for  f}oah*s  preparing  an 
S*  fit  in  order,"  as  well  us  ,Ht  he  that  built;"  &rk.  Hv!>.  7.  and  1  Pet,  i'i.  ic.  which 

and  is  never  nfed  10  cuprc/i  <S<mFp  work  of  places  be fcdes  where  it  occur*  as  far 

creating;  nor  would  it  a! I  fuh  the  apoftle's  as  irj.VfiHthvN^  Tdlanicflt ;  And  there- 
argument  to  underflviRd  him*  as  /peaking  of  fi*re  when  the  apoftle  toys,  “  lie  that  builds 
the  **  creation  of  ail  things,**  oniverially.  *t4  all  t  bins' is  it  is  rooft  natural  tp 

Eut  this  word  n  often  uied  to  Signify  God's  coiiiiJer  :r  ni+h  reference  only  to  dt  thofi 
preparing  facji  things  ns  relate  to  the  church  thine  *  thu:  where  the  fubjr£t  of  the  foregoing 
and  his  worlhlp :  Thus  ki  Mat.  xi,  10,  Murk  difco;?rfc,  rc!;;:ujf  to  the  church  tinder  the 
i  z.  Luke  L  17-  and  viL  17-  K^s  ufed  foe  fl^ure  of  a  houJc,  See  Dr*  Owen  od  the 
pttpcrwg  01  wckl/tg  re<ttty  the  way  of  the  place* 

Lord:  and  Ilclx  iir  a,  tf.  for  u  making t(i« 


zBz 


<f  BiK  Chrlfl  as 
3  Sun  over  hU 
ho  life  ; 
wtirHc  hmifc  arc 
»r(  if  vc  hold 
fill  the  ccmti- 
A^uv,  and  the 
Tfjoictnjj  of  the 
iwpe  firm  onto 
the  ctrd* 


?  Wherefore, 
tsitaBnly  Ohoft 
t‘-.ith1  'iV-chiy  if 
ye  will  bciT  his 
Toioc, 


8  Harden  not 
votir  hearts,  as  tn 
the  F^Tocation, 
in  Uj£  day  of 
tcnijrtaiion  in  tJic 
wilder  Dcfi  i 
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been,  and  are  to  be  Hill  more  particularly  eiplaineu  in 
this  e pi  file* 

6  But  Clirift  is  fo  infinitely  fuperior  to  Mopes*  that, 
tboJ  he  gradually  condefeended  to  take  upon  him  the 
form  of  a  fervaot  in  his  human  nature  and  officr-capa* 
city  ;  yet  in  what  he  has  done  relating  to  his  houfe  or  fa¬ 
mily*'  be  a&ed,  nor  merely  the  part  of  a  fervam,  but 
aifo  of  the  Lard,  ami  mailer,  like  the  Ton  and  heir  of 
his  own  houfe,  which  is  peculiarly  his,  as  well  as  the 
Fatbtr*$y  as  he  has  purchafed  the  church  with  his  own 
blood  ;  has  gathered  it  together,  and  formed  all  its  mem* 
bers  ;  has  reduced  it  to  its  proper  order,  and  fettled  all 
its  ordinances  and  privileges  by  his  own.  authority ;  and 
as  he  influences  and  governs  it  by  his  word  and  Spirit : 
The  houfe  or  family  of  Chrift,  *wh'ch  I  mean,  and  am 
fptaking  of  as  ere&cd  under  the  gofpcl- (late,  isno other 
than  that  of  which  we  ourfclves  vifibiy,  and  really  are, 
and  fhall  prove  to  be  living  members,  vitally  united  to 
him;  in  cafe  we  be  not  prevailed  upon  by  the  pcrfccu- 
tions,  temptations,  and  dangers  that  far  round  us,  to  a* 
pallatize  from  Chrift  to  A lofet$  but  carefully  and  fire* 
nuoufly  retain,  and  perfevere  in  a  bold  and  open  prokf- 
Con  of  his  name  on  whom  our  hope  is  bijilt  j  and  not* 
witblhinding  all  the  tribulations  that  befal  us,  continue 
on  a  principle  of  faith,  to  mamrain  our  rejoicing  in  hope 
of  the  glory  of  God,  with  ftedfaftnefs  to  the  end  of  our 
lives*  (chap*  x.  23*) 

7  To  apply  all  this  therefore  for  the  caution  of  nomU 
not  prof cjjhrs  againft  apoftacy,  and  for  the  quickening 
of  real  believers  to  hold  on,  and  held  out  to  the  end, 
In  their  holy  profellion  of  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  ;  let  me 
remind  you  of  what  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  infpired  wri¬ 
tings  of  David*  (Vft  xcv.  7,  &c.)  fays  to  the  Jews  of 
his  day,  who  are  fet  forth  as  examples  to  us,  (1  C?r.  x* 
6,  if*}  It  is  to  this  effeft;  *Vezi>,  immediately  and  with¬ 
out  delay,  while  the  prefent  day  of  God's  mercy  and 
patience  halts,  and  the  meiTengcrs  of  his  grace  are  fenc 
to  you,  if  ye  would  attend  to,  regard  and  embrace  wh*t 
he  fays  by  them,  for  your  own  fpi ritual  and  eternal  ad¬ 
vantage  y 

8  Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  wilfully  fhut  your  eyes 
againfi  his  Jig  hr,  or  flop  your  ears  againfl  his  voice,  and 
refill  his  Spirit ;  and  fo  harden  your  hearts  a^ainlt  his 
fear,  and  again  ft  ail  the  methods  of  his  wifdom  and 
love  for  your  prefenc  and  future  bappinefs,  as  the  for¬ 
mer  generation  of  my  profeGing  people  did;  ty  their 
provoking  unbelief,  firifts,  and  murmurings  again  ft  the 
Lord  and  his  fervsat  Atcfisp  as  particularly  at 


ca*  hi 


B  Whoa  y'sur 
filbert  t:tr*p:ed 
me,  pTovctl  p'tfti 

■sod  Ta^F  my 

■Fafttftiriyycjif. 


ja  Wherefore 
I  vit  grieved  wiih 
that  fwewioa, 
?.pd  fa  id,  They 
dd  aWy  err  in 
tbtir  Jirtjt  *  and 
rhey  have  net 
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and  Meribdh,  (Ex.  xvii.  a, — 7.)  in  the  day  of  their 
tempting  me  by  di  finals  1:.;  my  power  and  goodnefs,  af¬ 
ter  all  try  wonderful  appearances  for  them }  and  In 
the  day  of  my  trying  them  by  various  dealings  with 
them,  while  they  were  fejournirg  in  the  defat:  of  A- 
rabia  1 

9  When  on  that,  ar.d  feveral  ether  occaGons,  your 
anchors,  according  to  the'  fled],  and  in  vifibie  cove¬ 
nant-relation  to  me,  called  in  queftion  try  providential 
and  gracious  prefer  ae  ivlin  them,  and  care  of  them, 
faying  in  the  language  of  unbelief,  is  the  Lord amongjt 
t ir,  or  not  ?  (Ex.  xvii.  y.)  And  when,  St  another  time, 
they  demanded  appearances  of  my  favour  on  their  be¬ 
half,  beyond  what  theyriiftrufTfully  imagined  I  cither 
would,  or  could  give  them  %  faying,  ( Pf.  Ixxviii.  jq,  no.) 
Cart  Cod fztrr.i/h  a  txbk  in  the  •eitideriteft  I  Can  £e  pro- 
vide  frjb  for  bis  people  ?  They  often  put  my  faithful- 
fiefs,  power,  and  kindnefs  to  the  trial,  with  an' unwor¬ 
thy  fufpicious  temper  of  mind,  as  though  I  would  not 
he  mindful  of  ray  promife,  or  were  not  able  to  perform 
it  for  their  relief  y  no,  nor  to  revenge  the  quarrel  of  my 
covenant  upon  refractory  tmnfgrefiors  of  it,  tho*  they 
had  all  along  experimental  proofs  wich  the  higheft  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  contrary :  And  they  went  on  in  this  man¬ 
ner  to  provoke  me  times  and  ways  without  number, 
even  while  they  few  my  marvellous  works,  both  of  judg¬ 
ment  and  mercy,  forty  years  together,  from  the  time 
of  my  bringing  them  with  an  out-ftretched  arm  from 
Egypt*  till  the  end  of  their  journcyings  through  that 
barren  wildernefs,  where  titty  livid  under  my  immedi¬ 
ate  prote&ion  and  fupplics,  in  their  way  to  the  land  of 
Canaan. 

10  Therefore,  to  fpcak  after  the  manner  of  men,  who 
are  troubled  at  disagreeable  events,  and  particularly  at 
things  that  refletf  a  dishonour  upon  themfelves,  and  car¬ 
ry  the  marks  of  tbe  bstfcft  ingratitude,  I  was  all  that 
while  forely  difpleafed,  offended,  and  at  lengthy  weari¬ 
ed  out,  with  the  repeated  and  aggravated  incre&Jtty  and 
mifbebaviour  of  the  people  of  that  age,  even  t©  M-  de- 
fpifing  of  my  mod. merciful  care  and  Icindnefi,  and  re¬ 
flecting  on  the  honour  of  my  name ;  and  thereupon  I 
(aid,  injufl  refentment  againft  them.  They  continually, 
on  all  occasions ,  go  on  in  the  perverfc  counfels  and  dif- 
pofltions  of  their  own  hearts,  running  affray  from  mej 
and  they  havE  not  attended  io,  and  entertained  tine  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  ways  of  my  providence,  whether  of 
judgment  or  mercy  toward  them,  which  they  ha7c  fern 
in  the  courfe  of  njv  difpeufatiocs,  [vcr.  9.) ;  aor  did 
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n  So  I  fwa« 
fri  my  wrath, 
lhatl  not 

aitaiflWJnjrreft- 


ix  Take  heed* 
brethren  ,  Jed 
(here  be  Ed  any 
of  yon  &jq  evfl 
heart  of  ub  belief* 
so  depart  ogfrrun 

Ihc  living  God, 


they  approve  of,  and  practically  cbfcrvc  the  ways  of  tny 
precepts,  even  the  ways  of  (mthj  faolincfs,  and  peace, 
which  I  let  before  them,  and  enjoined  upon  them,  that 
they  might  walk  therein. 

it  Upon  the  whole,  my  patience  was  fo  worn  out 
by  their  incredulity  and  diiobedtence,  that,  in  my  righ¬ 
teous  indignation,  Ifware  by  myfelf,  (Numb.  xiv.  i8» — 
30.)  and  fo  declared  with  all  the  folernnity  of  an  oath, 
which  fltews  my  word  to  be  irreverfible,  that,  for  their 
high  and  numberlefs  provocations  obftinately  ptrGfted 
in,  a^fnrely  as  I  live,  the  circafles  of  that  evil  genera¬ 
tion  (hall  fail  in  the  wildernefs  and  none  of  them  from 
twenty  years  old  and  upwards,  except  Caleb  and  Jofitat 
men  of  a  better  fpirit,  lhall  enter  into  the  land  of  Ga~ 
naan,  which  I  had  promifed  to  Abraham  and  his  feed, 
as  a  land  of  quietnefj,  peace,  and  plenty:  a  land  in 
which  the  ark  of  the  covenant  (hould  be  fixed,  as  my 
reding  place  among  them,  (Pf,  cxx'xiL  5,  8.)  and  which 
was  to  he  a  type  of  my  dwelling  in  my  church,  to  give 
them  a  f pi  ritual  reft  on  earth,  and  afterwards  in  heaven, 
where  they  lhall  red  from  all  their  labours,  fins  and 
forrows,  and  enjoy  the  mod  complete  and  evcrlafting 
happinefs  in  my  immediate  pretence. 

r  1  Being  therefore*  warned  by  thefe  awful  examples,  * 
which  arc  left  for  our  admonition  ;  and  being  excited 
by  a  confideration  of  the  dignity  of  Chrift’s  perfon  and 
office,  and  of  the  near  concern  we  bare  with  him,  and 
the'rich  advantages  we  may  hope  for  from  him,  (wr. 
6.)  carefully  fee  to  it,  j  look  about  you,  look 

upwards  and  inwards,  ray  dear  brethren  in  the  profef- 
fioa,  and,  as  I  cruft,  in  the  fating  benefirs  of  the  got* 
pel :  Be  watchful  with  holy  jealoufy  over  yout fet ves, 
and  with  humble  dependence  on  divine  grace,  left  at 
anytime,  {**  •■►»*)  through  the  corruption  of  your  own 
hearts,  and  the  temptations  of  Satan  and  of  this  pre- 
fent  world,  unbelief,'  efpecially  as  proceeding  from  an 
habitually  fmful  temper  of  foul,  wickedly  prevail  in  any 
of  you,  which  is  in  itfelf  a  moft  provoking  evil,  as-  it 
is  a  didruft  of  God,  and  gives  him  the  lye,  and  fo  ro 
fieQs  the  bigheft  di (honour  upon  his  authority,  veraci¬ 
ty,  power,  and  grace,  and  is  the  root  and  beginning  of, 
works  and  leads  to,  and  mile£s  fubdued,  will  certainly 


NOTE. 

*  Here  the  apoJile  ptJrfats  hi$  txhorfrtuin  this  verfi:  Quids  in  cnnno^Hnn  with  di* 
inrKicfa  he  uai altering  upon,  ver.  71  and  tn  Tphtstfire In  ve r,  7 •  but  is  now-hrvit^ht  in 
prepare  th®  way  for  the  better  enforcement  of  with  the  grater  in  his  =rprii>* 

it*  tnejiiitned  the  cafe  ef  the  difoberikot  fr^m  God’$  dHpc&fv:  r>Ti«  tomTtl  ill  ift  tl«ke- 
in  the  intetBaGcJiate  vtrin,  which  lisTirg.  people,  to  hi#  pT*?retH:nt*s  vhh 
fu  be  cuJItitjvU  u  sjMrCJitbefej  and  i£>  pr<jfeflbri  of  Chrilt  under  tb c  gcl'pci  Qttf. 


Cb>  i>  - 
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iffue  (as  it  did  in  your  rebellious  anceftors)  in  all  back* 
Aiding*,  and  apoftacies  from  the  only  living  and  true 
God,  who,  inclufive  of  the  Son,  {ver,-  4,  6,)  as  one 
God  with  rbe/Father,  has  neceOarily  and  e (Ten ti ally  life 
in  himfelfj  and  is  the  author  of  fpiriiual  and  eternal  life 
■  to  believers  ;  and  lives  for  ever  to  fulfil  his  pro.-nifes  to 
them,  and  hie  threatoings  to  thofe  that  wilfully  depart 
from  him.  f 

n  But  «hort  13  But  as  a  means  of  preventing  this  dreadful  evil, 
«m  anoiWr  dai-  be  ye  not  only  watchful  over  your  own  hearts,  to  guard 
}»!ed ^To-cUv  ^  aga*Bft  fhe  firll  workings  of  unbelief  and  apoftacy  itt 
^Unyofrnube  yourfelves;  but  (hew  a  mutual  tender  concern  for  one 
banifnM  thro'  another,  by  continually  exciting  and  encouraging  each 
«i'efin,XC^U'ne^  other  (“*'  tiutrw  */«?*)  day  by  day  and  every  day,  as  op- 
*  °*  portunitiea  and  occafwns  offer,  to  ftc^faftnefs  in  the  faith, 

and  to  a  holy  circumfpeft  care  and  caution,  in  depen- 
dance  on  divine  grace,  again  ft  carnality  cf  mind,  fu- 
pinenefs and  negligence;  and  againft  .the  temptations 
of  Satan,  rhe  allurements  and  terrors’  of  this  world, 
and  every  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to  carry  you  off 
from  Chrift  and  the  gofpel :  Attend  to  this  as  your  pro- 
fent  duty,  while  the- day  of  life  is  continued,  and  the 
day  of  gofpet-grace  lafts,  which  will  Icon  come  to  a 
period  at  death,  and  will  do  fo,  particularly  to  the  Jevii* 
at  the  approaching  defttu&ion  of  Jeru/alem  ;  let  thefe 
Chriftian*offices  of  brotherly  love  and  faichfulnefs  be 
difebarged  ro  each  other  dut  of  hand;  left  any  one  ot 
your  number,  that  profciTes  the  fame  faith,  and  is  par¬ 
taker  of  the  fame  external  privileges  of  the  gofpel  with 
yourfelves,  iliould  be  lulled  afleep  and  ftupified,  and  fo 
led  a  fide  and  feduced  from  Chrift,  through  the  guileful 
arts  of.  indwelling  fin,  and  ch?  treachery  with  which 
it  works  in  his  heart,  to  magnify  the  terror  of  fufferings 
for  Chrift,  and  the  pleafure  of  worldly  eafe,  aflluence, 
and  fafety;  aud  to  put  a  favourable  conftmQion  and  a 
fine  glofs  upon  fuch  evil  ways  of  heart  and  life,  as  are 
deftniftive  to  bis  own  foul. 

ta  For  «e  are  14  It  is  of  the  utmoft  confcquvnce,  for  preferving 
mi*k  us  from  this  deceitful  refs  of  fin  and  hsrdnefs  of  heart, 

Sold  the*  befib*  to  £t  that  we  are  in  truth  what  wc  profefs  to  be  : 

ninjof  our  eon-  For  it  evidently  appears,  that  (?*«; c*  y^y”**'*)  we  really 
®*nc®  have  been  brought  into  a  happy  parrmrfiiip  with  Chriftf, 

untotusen  ;  jn  ^  r  jghteoufnefs,  Spirit,  grace  and  bttneftts,  as  per¬ 
sons 


NOTE. 

+  As  llic  apoftle  litre  fpeaJts*  not  of  a  fu~  to  be  brought  wf  as  a  pretf  msd  mmer,  and 
Itr?  btneKlt  nr  of  afpm&bA  fbflitne  to  enmc,  not  ai  n  i  of  being  made,  or  rsiher 

hd  of  whit  wasaJrody  athuUfy  enjoyed*  the  oi  *€  Iisrri^  betn  made/’  jjarukers  cf  Chiift. 
totJs,  “  if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  (See  Dr  Owen  on  the  place.) 
i'  our  confidence  ftcdfrtf  to  the  end,  ”  feem 
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*S  While  it  U 
fia.  To-day  if 
ye  will  heir  hi$ 
voice,  harden  rot 
your  hearts,  as  io 
the  provocation. 


rtf  For  Tome, 
when  they  hid 
heard,  did  pro- 
vote  :  hovvbeit 

not  all  that  carfic 
wot  of  Egypt  5y 
Modes. 


fom  vitally  united  to  him,  and  mterefted  in  all  that  he  id 
and  has,  if  we  hold  f*ft  tr*  v**^**^  **>*^0/***)  our 

{pi  ritual  fubfi  lienee  in  bim,  and  ftcdfaftly  maintain  our 
holy  confidence  in  our  projellion  of  him,  which  com¬ 
menced  upon  our  firft  believing  j  and  perfevere  therein, 
againft  all  oppoGeion  and  danger,  to  the  end  of  our  lives. 

15  Take  heed  therefore  10  yourfelvcs,  and  do  all  that 

in  you  lyes  to  fortify  every  one  his  brother  again  ft  temp¬ 
tations  to  apoftscy  ;  and  lay  hold  on  the  prefect  rime 
for  it,  ("**  in  that,  or  for  ss  much  as,  for  pre¬ 

venting  florh,  negligence,  and  delay,  it  is  find  by  Cod 
himfeif,  in  the  place  but  now  quoted  *  (wr,  7,  8.) 
Today,  whili  life  and  opportunity  are  continued,  (it 
being  abfoluiciy  uncertain  whether  a  morrow  will  be 
afforded  you  or  net,)  if  ye  would  believe  and  obey  what 
he  fays  unto  you  for  your  own  good,  take  heed  of  con- 
trailing  an  infallibility  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  re¬ 
fills  ail  kindly  impreflions,  as  J  your  fathers  did  when 
they  provoked  rhe  anger  of  the  Lord  againft  chemfclves, 
by  their  unbelief  and  rebellion  in  the  wildernefs. 

1 6  For  fotne  of  rhem,  f  (to  exprefs  it  in  the  ten- 
dereft  manner  poffible)  when  they  had  heard  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  in  the  promulgation  of  the  law  at  mount 
Sinait  %  and  heard  the  in  ft  motions  he  gave  them  by 
the  miuiitry  of  Mvjes%  with  regard  to  typical  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  worfhip,  and  the  promised  land  of  Canaan^  which 
w^as  a  figure  of  heaven  itfelf ;  they,  inftead  of  being 
fuitably  affrttsd  and  influenced  by  ir,  were  guilty  of 
the  higheft  provocations  in  the  manner  before  mention¬ 
ed  (ver*  9.)*  however,  all  of  them  chit  were  brought 
out  of  Egyptian  bondage,  did  not  go  into  thofe  evil 
ways  th«t  were  fo  extremely  ofFenfivc  to  God:  For 
Caleb  and  Jq/bun  were  men  of  a  fetter  fpirit,  and  en¬ 
tered  into  the  holy  land.  And  fo*  bleJTed  be  God,  i: 


N  O  T 

*  The  apoflle  here  re-ailiimes  the  tonifde- 
ration  or  tbccaic  of  the  unbelieving  Ifracl' 
ue±,  in  force  his  avguni&ii. 

f  Hotbjn£c&u  be  mote  like  ihe  fpirit  of 
the  apofrfe  Paul.,  than  the  afeoft  iniioitdhlo 
prudence  with  which  he  prevent*  cJItnce  to 
the  Jews,  and  ail  appearance  of  har  lands,  in 
representing  fa  awful  a  cafe  of  their  : 

He  fp«ks  or  only  tliougfa  it  were  in  1 
manner  tba  t irie/e  Wy  of  the  Ifradves,  ibat 
prove  bed :  and  throws  So  this  further  mfti* 
Ration,  <f  howhejt  not  all/1  though  there  were 
only  fnw  exceptions,  as  [0  Uioie  time  were 
twenty  years  old  anil  upwards,  when  they 
dme  oot  of  Egypt,  (See  Numb,  xiv.  30.) 

t  Though,  perhaps  here  may  be  a  mort 
immediate  rcftrcr.ee  to  God’s  Ipeakisg  with 


an  audible  voice  by  the  mini  Ary  of  angels,  U\ 
the  delivery  of  the  ten  commandments  rx 
Mount  Sma;;  yet  1  think  whit  i:e  fold  tu 
lfcttl  by  his  lemnt  M^te%  te1h(mi&  to  l  he 
intii rations  of  the  ceremoni A  law,  which  ttis 
choir  £ofpcI,  and  to  the  prom  tile  of  C-naarr* 
which  ’-vas  art  eminent  type  of  heaven  ittclf, 
is  to  be  included-)  lfcnui&  the  apod Jc  after  - 
wards  i'peaks  of  the  ^afpehs  bem"  picadied 
to  us  as  well  as  to  th cm,  (chap,  iv.  a.);  and 
the  Jems  thenifctvc^,  a*  their  writers  tel!  U*, 
accounted  the  land  of  Caiman  to  bcafi^irs 
of  the  hemnly  Vert-  (!>ee  Ain  fwnrsh  os  Ck  u. 
xii-  j .)  and  our  apostle  leenis  plainly  in  ton- 
fidcr  it  under  this  nolion,  chap,  it,  ?, 

J+j  Ji,  ttfO 


Cb.  m* 


r  7  Bm  with 
rhcm  ww  hfl 
j-jCerat  fo<ty 
port  ?  urai  jV  not 
vilii.  thum  that 
bull}ni'cdj*hti£t 
carcife&fcfi  ia  the 


r  B  And  to 
T^bom  {ware  ha 
l U t  they  fcould 
j;o;  folerUto  hit 
raft,  fn,t  tu  them 
ihM  bdic^cd  not? 


ip  So  uti  fee 
t*iat  rhey  could 
not  oiicr  in  t<~ 
wwt  of  unbelief. 
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is  only  fomty  and  not  alt  the  Jews^  that  have  rejected 
the  gofpd  of  falvation  in  thefe  days,  after  they  had  heard 
it  m  the  ailruftration*  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  fervaots- 
{Chap,  ii.  3*) 

ly  Bet  who  were  they  of  that  former  generation  of 
the  IfraerttcSy  with  whom  God  was  fo  highly  offended 
for  forty  years  together*  as  to  exclude  them  from  the 
land  which  be  had  promifed  to  Abraham  and  to  his 
feed?  It  certainly  was  not  with  all  of  them  promifeu- 
oufiy  without  dmmfttoa.  Was  it  not  with  them  who 
had  rebelled  and  murmured  agmnft  him  in  the  molt 
notorious  manner,  and  that  repeatedly  through  unbe¬ 
lief?  Yes,  certainly  it  was  with  them,  and  them  only, 
who,  as  a  juft  punifhmcntof  their  iniquities,  were  dc^- 
fir  eyed,  and  whole  dead  bodies  lay  (Lain  by  the  righte¬ 
ous  judgment  of  God,  like  miferablc  and  deceflUble  ob- 
je£ts,  hi  the  howling  defect,  through  which  they  were 
pitting,  before  any  of  them  reached  the  happy  country 
ro  which  they  were  bound. 

id  And  who  were  they  among  that  people,  againft 
whom  God  was  fo  greatly  incebfed,  as  to  fwear  in  bis 
juft  and  awful  anger,  that  they  fhould  not  be  admit, 
ted  to  enjoy  the  privileges,  pe-ce,  and  Wettings  of  that 
reft,  which  was  to  be  pottelll'd  iq  Canaan,  according  to 
hi?  appoirjrjnent  ?  It  was  not  ag&mll  the  faithful  among 
them;  no,  but  only  againft  tlu>fc  of  them,  who,  not- 
with  Handing  all  their  profettions  and  obligations,  and  all 
the  wonderful  appearances  of  God  among  them,  rtjc&td 
him  by  unbelief ;  as  is  plain  from  whu  be  faid,  not  only 
concerning  them,  But  to  them*  {Numb*  xiv*a&,  2p.) 

15  Upon  the  whole  (hen,  we  plainly  fee,  and  fhouict 
obferve  and  conGder  it  to  humble  and  caution  us,  and 
to  engage  our  conlfent  dependants  on  divine  grace  for 
keeping  us  clofc  to  Chrift,  that  they  could  not  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  fet  one  foot  on  the  holy  land,  in  order  totheir 
enjoying  its  b[ tilings,  how  deliroba  foever  they  were  of 
it btfcaufc  of  their  unbelief,  which  was  the  root  and 
fpring  of  all  their  other  provocations,  and  forfeited  all 
right  and  claim  to  the  piomife  of  entering  into  that  reft, 
and  fo  excluded  them  from  it. 


RE  COLLECTION  3, 

With  wfott  incomparable  dignity  dues  our  Lord  jefus  Cbrifl  tranfeend  ibUJhs* 
Ui  hist  perfon  and  office  1  Mcfis  was  merely  a  man,  and  a  ftrvatit !  and  the  beff 
that  can  be  laid  of  him  is,  that  he  was  a  part  of  Cod1?  houfe,  and  fnrihfui  in  hfc 
mim (try ;  9ut  Chrift  is  more  than  a  mere  mair  or  fervantj  he  is  the  Gud  that  for- 
medbis  church,  and  orders  all  its  affairs;  and  is  the  Lonl,  proprietor,  and  ruler  <  f 
ft !  and  in  all  his  admfniAradone  to  faithful  to  his  Father  that  appointed  him  tu 
office*  as  a  divine  Mediator  atul  Saviour.  How  worthy  in  he  of  cmv  higheft  re¬ 
gard-  Ail,  that  profeft  to  be  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calliujf,  ihould  thbik  fiv, 

cuuiLV 
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nuer.tly  and  honourably  of  him,  as  the  great  apoftlc  and  high  prieft  of  their  pro* 
ftfifon,  anti  hold  fait  the  beginning  of  tbeir  confide  bcc<  and  their  rejoicing  Lhtrcm, 
to  the  end,  as  ever  they  wild  prowthemCelveatobe  true  members  of  his  family  in 
which  be  dwells,  and  will  be  glorified  here  jnd  for  ever  hereafter.  How  watchful 
Jlnvild  we  be  againft  the  firft  workings  of  unhelief,  ahd  much  more  agolnft  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  it  1  Thts  is  a  mother  fin,  that  leads  the  way  to  all  others:  It  proceeds 
from  the  corruption  of  the  heart,  and  is  in  itfelf  exceeding  iinfu) :  It  is  no  Icfrtbaa 
*  departure  from  the  living  God  and  Saviour,  in  whom  is  all  dnr  help,  hope*  and 
haopinefs.  And,  ah,  how  dreadful  are  the  effects  of  apoftacy !  It  is  the  highefh 
provocation  to  God,  and  hirdning  of  the  heart  againft  him.  ft  is  a  Ihaoitiiifly 
diftruftful  tempting  him ;  a  grief  to  hit  good  Spirit  v  and  a  contemptuous  inobftr* 
vance  of  all  bis  difpwiJaSfons  of  mercy  and  judgment;  and  brings  the  heamft 
vengeance  upon  apo Hates  them fulves.  How  Jhoitld  the  examples  of  others  unbe¬ 
lief  and  rebellion  again  ft  God,  and  of  their  pumthment,  be  a  folemn  warning  to 
us,  that  we  may  not  trade  in  their  fteps ;  but  may  be  excited  to  an  obedien¬ 
tial  faith  without  delay,  while  the  door  ot  mercy  is  opened  in  the  Eofpcl!  It  is 
our  greateft  intereft  and  duty  to  attend,  and  yield  ourfelve*  up,,  to  what  the  Holy 
Ghoft  fays  in  fats  word,  and  in  fee  ret  fuggeftions  to  uur  fouls ;  and  not  harden  our 
he-irts  againft  it,  left  God  fhculd,  ctc  we  are  aware,  IVrair  in  bis  wrath,  that  we 
fhall  never  enter  into  the  reft  which  he  has  provided  for  his  people^  Hut  how  great 
is  the  deceitfulocfs  of  fin  to  ftupify  thecotifcicace !  And  what  need  have  believers 
theinfclves  to  l>c  daily  cautioned,  and  to  caution  one  another  apt  aft  it!  out¬ 
ward  privileges  or  pi  ofeffinns  of  religion  will  fecure  us  from  divine  wrath,  if  our 
hearts  are  not  right  with  God  ;  Hut,  bleffcd  be  his  name,  there  ane  fame  of  a 
more  excellent  fpirit,  like  G deb  and  Jcjhua*  that  fhall  enter  into  eternal  reft. 
They  are  already  partakers  of  Chrift  and  of  the  benefits  of  his  purctiafe,  and 
jhaii  for  ever  enjoy  him  in  the  glorious  flare  of  heavenly  reft.  But  a  perfeveraacc 
in  faith,  and  in  a  holy  profeflion  of  it,  is  the  beft  proof  and  evidence  of  its  iioce- 
rity,  and  that  this  is  our  happy  cafe.  In  vain  do  others  pretend  to  it;  but  they 
that  abide  in  Chrift,  avail  true  believers  do,  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through 
faith  to  ccnnpleat  fiction. 


CHAP-  IV* 

The  apofih  inculcates  an  humble  cautious  fear  upon  the  Hebrews*  Ufi 
any  of  than  Jhould  amejhortqf  the  promt  fed  reji  through  unbeliefs  I*  2, 
Shows  the  much  greater  excellence  of  the  heavenly  re/lt  which  is  pro- 
pofed  in  the  gofpel%  than  that  of  the  earthly  Canaan,  which  wax 
fet  before  the  Israelites  under  the  law>  3* — 10*  And  concludes  with  the 
mdfi  awakening  and  encouraging  arguments  and  motives  to  faith  and 
hope  in  our  approaches  to  GW,  u*— 1<5. 


Tin. 

T  El  a*  therefore 
**  f«r.  Left'  a 
proinift  being 
left  0;  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  his  reft, 
any  of  youlhould 
teem  to  conic 
Ibort  of  it. 


P  iEiPHRlSt, 

CINCE  God  dealt  fo  feverety,  in  his  righteous  judg- 
^  meat,  with  his  ancient  people  for  their  di  (obedience 
and  unbelief,  as  has  been  obferred,  {chap.  iii.  7,— rrj.) 
and  finee  his  difpenfations  toward  them  were'  defigfled 
as  an  admonition  to  us,  we  may  jnftly  expe&  to  be 
dealt  with  in  like  manner,  if  we  be  guilty  of  the  like 
fins,  cfpecially  conCdering  the  richer  advantages  we 
now  enjoy  above  what  they  had  then  :  It  therefore 
fhould  he  matter  of  deep  concern  with  us*  to  maintain 


Ch.  xr. 


%  For  unto  us 
w  the  gnfpcl 
prnrhedt  as  welt 
a*  u:ito  them  - 
bu?  the  word 
pr^ched  did  not 
pf^ti;  them,  not 
hcin«  mixed  with 
fefc  »n  (htxn  that 
heard  it. 
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an  awful  reverence  of  the  greatnefs,  holinefs,  and  juf- 
tice  of  God,  and  a  religious  dread  of  provoking  him, 
not  with  a  diftrullfui,  difmaying  and  diiheartning,  but 
with  a  watchful  and  cautious  fear,  to  put  us  upon  a  di¬ 
ligent  ufe  of  all  means,  in  an  humble  dependence  on 
his  grace,  for  our  own  and  each  others  preservation  from 
apoftacy,  and  from  the  terrible  consequences  of  it,  that 
as  God  under  the  gofpel-ftate  has  left  on  record,  and 
propofed  for  our  encouragement,  a  gracious  promife  o£ 
admittance  to  a  Hate  of  peace  and  holy  communion 
with  him,  through  Chrifl,  in  truly  evangelical  worfhip 
and  ohedience  in  this  world,  and  of  a  glorious  reft  and 
peace  in  the  world  to  come  j  and  as  this,  of  all  others, 
may  be  emphatically  flyled  God's  rejly  not  only  as  he  is 
the  author  of  it,  but  chiefly  as  he  complacentully  tells 
in  Chrift  the  purchafer  of  it,  and  is  well  pleated  with 
his  people  in  him,  and  with  the  accomplifhment  of  all 
the  defigns  of  his  grace  through  him,  and  as  it  is  the 
laft  and  mod  perfeft  red,  that  he  will  ever  give  them, 
and  he  himfelf  is  the  fum  of  its  felicity  and  glory ;  fo 
the  utmoil  care  and  caution  ought  to  be  ufed,  left  any 
of  you,  through  floth  and  unbelief,  in  fame  feafon  of 
temptation,  fhould  rcje£l  and  forfake  the  promife,  and 
fo  neglect  the  great  falvatlon  of  the  gofpel,  (chap.  ii. 
3.)  and  fall  fhort  of  an  enjoyment  of  it  \  or  fhould  even 
fo  much  as  appear,  to  yourfeives  or  others,  to  flag  in 
your  Chriflian  couffc,  and  to  be  fo  diftanced  in  ir,  as 
not  to  reach  its  fpecial  bledings  here,  and  the  glorious 
inheritance  of  eternal  life  hereafter,  as  the  IfraeUtcs  fell 
fhort  of  the  promifed  land,  through  their  infidelity  and 
difobedience. 

a  For  the  gofpel  offalvation  by  Jefus  Chrifl  has  now 
beenpreachedtous,  who  fit  under  the  miniflration  of  it, 
as  it  formerly  was,  for  fubftance,  tho’  more  obfcurelyi  to 
our  anceftors :  But  ('•  *«*')  the  good  word,  which 

was  communicated  to  them  in  the  ordinar.ee  of  heal¬ 
ing,  as  God’s  appointed  means  of  begetting  faith,  did 
not  become  effcflual,  and  turn  to  any  real  advantage, 
as  to  many  of  thofe  that  heard  it  in  the  mir.iftry  of  Mo- 
fes  and  other  infpiied  writers,  1h.1t  teftified  of  Chrifl, 
(John  v.  39,  4 6.)  biecaufe  they  did  not  receive,  ap¬ 
propriate,  and  apply  It  by  faith  to  themfclves;  and  fo  it 
was  not  united,  and  as  it  were  incorporated  with  their 
hearts,  as  food  is  with  the  body,  wheu  it  is  eaten,  and 
turned  into  fuitable  nourifkment  by  a  proper  digeflion 
of  it :  No  more  will  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God, 
which  is  now  more  plainly  preached  to,  and  heard  by 
us  i«  the  miniftry  of  Chrift'a  fervams,  be  really  and 
f  T  eventually 
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eventually  profitable  to  us ;  uttlefs  we  receive  and  digeft 
it  by  faith,  as  our  fpirttual  food,  and  it  become  an  in¬ 
grafted  word)  •which  is  able  to  fave  our  fouls t  (James, 
i.  21.) 

jpor^ewhieH  ^  For  as  entering  Into  any  reft  which  God  has  pro- 
lieliiMd  do  to  j,j5  people  is  only  in  a  way  of  believing  *  » 

at  he  hid.  As  I  fo  thofe  of  us,  who,  by  a  true  and  lively  faiin,  nave 
have  fwam  in  my  received  and  tru fled  in  Chrilt,  and  in  the  promife  of 
eo“rh|n^S!  "eteinal  life,  as  propofed  to  us  in  the  gofpcl,  do  there- 
nltbo’  the  works  by  already  enter  into  a  ftate  of  fpirirual  relt  and  peace, 
were  finiihed  f'rum  jt,  communion  with  God  through  him,  according  to  the 
the  wdd!*,Wtl  °f  3ight  and  grace  of  the  New  Teftament-difpenfation ; 
-  and  we,  even  now,  enter  by  faith  and  bopc  in  gofpel- 

worfliip,  into  the  heavenly  reft  within  the  vail,  as  a 
pledge  and  alTurance  to  us  of  our  petfonally  entering 
hereafter  into  the  full  poSeflion  of  it,  whither  Jejus  the 
forerunner  it  entered  for  us,  (chap.  vi.  30.) :  And  that 
fuch  an  excellent  ftate  of  reft  was  defigned  of  God  for 
New  Teftament-believers,  far  exceeding  that  of  the 
land  of  Canaan  j  as  alfo  that  none  but  true  believers 
fhall  enter  into  it,  is  evident,  if  we  compare  the  feve- 
ral  paflages  where  the  feripture  fpeaks  of  God’s  rrjt, 
which  he  has  gradually  Introduced  in  different  ages  of 
the  world  $  as  for.  inftance,  He  faid  of  the  unbelieving 
refra£tOiy  Jews  in  the  wildernefs,  ( Pf.  xcv.  n.)  I,  in 
my  juft  and  hot  difpleafure,  have  pronounced  irreverfi- 
bly,  with  all  the  folemnity  of  an  oath,  that,  as  furely 
as  1  live,  I  myfelf  will  ceafe  to  be  God,  if  any  of  them 
fliall  have  adiuillion  into  my  reft.  This,  by  juft  con- 

ftru&ion, 


NOTE. 


*  The  ureit  defigii  of  the  apofdc  in  this 
and  the  Allotting  varies,  do*vn  r a  the  ierh, 
i»  to  prove  tint  there  is  a  promt  ic  of  reft 
peculiar  to  ibe  ^oipd  ffcrtc,  and  to  olrcLte 
an  objection,  a*  though  what  he  hid  pledged 
and  infctfod  on,  chip-  iii  7, — fnjm  i*f. 
act.  ti.'  tnenfoce  his  exhoration  to  the 
Hebrew*,  left  they  ihculd  tall  ffcnrt  of  it,  did 
affcfl  them;  bucjnii:  Go-Ts  reft  fpoken 
of  rhere,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  Old 
Tcftamcnt,  related  only  fo  the  re/t  of  the 
burl  of  Cvr.aan  ami  The  reft  of  the  fcv«;uth  + 
day  fdbkith,  (ver,  4  )  which  were  tityvr  no 
longer  matter  of  prvmrfry  they  havfog  been 
already  actually  atjsyc£  The-apofllc  tkrc- 
fore  thews  in  tlicfc  verfes,  that  it  may  be  cof- 
Wteri,  even  from  what  is  faid  in  that  pfrlm 
iHcifv  that  rltere  is  in  reality,  a  promife  of 
Another  reft  of  God,  hefide  fhofe;  and  fo 
fupports  *nd  ftrenj^henj  his  ur«timent  for 
taking  heed,  left  they  rtiouJd  foil  fhort  of 
this  moft  excellent  reft.  It  is,  l  own,  noeafy 


matter  to  fet  ihc  federal  fleps  of  his  rwW.. 
mg  on  this  held  in  a  clear  and  obvious  light 
bin  it  *i'I  be  a  fttcat  help  to  cur  understand* 

ing  it,  if  wt  001  jflfkr  that  he  fpcaksof/Mv 

firts  of  God's  reft;  we,  which  e6rr.men:ed 
upon  the  tinifhmg  of  (he  i?ork  of  crtaiion, 
vet.  3,  4,  cnsthtrt  which  was  afunviini 
proposed  Co  Ifntl  in  the  wiUtemcis 
as  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  hnd  of  Caoajo, 
ver.  and  a  /£rrd,  which,  after  both 
thofe  reft#*  u;i5  to  he  enjfyrd  in  (he 
■jtiipcl-ft’te  and  heavenly  world,  ver,  tf,— 
ft. ;  And  by  company  what  ihe  foripnre 
lays  of  ail  thefe  refts,  it  appears  that  there  is 
flitl  a  bccier  reft  that  nemaius  for  true  h- 
]ievers>  chan  either  of  the  two  firft  before- 
mentioned  ;  and  ib#t  is  an  eternal  reft 
heaven,  in du live  of  the  fpirUoal  and  holy 
reft  which  they  have  In  Chrift  by  faith  hc*-^ 
as  the  beginning  and  earn  eft,  aod  as  Lflulr.j 
in  the  pofldlbu,  of  glory  Woftcr^ 


Ci.  tr* 


4  Fat  he  fpike 
[n  ?  certain  place 
iif  the  Avcnth  day 
ml  this  Abu 
God  did  HI  Fhe 
tmth  day  from 
3tlh»  works. 


J  And  in  thi t 
>h«  urain,  It 
they  Dial!  enter  in* 
to  my  reft. 
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ftruftton,  according  to  the  rub  of  contraries,  plainly 
implies  a  promjfV  that  finccre  and  faithful  believers  a- 
mong  them  ftiould  enter  into  it,  (wn  6.);  and  fuppo- 
fes  that  The  reft  propofcd  to  them  was  yet  to  beexpedleil 
although  there  was  a  former  reft  of  God,  which  was 
(hen  fub lifting,  and  commenced  immediately  upon  his 
having,  at  the  beginning  of  the  world,  perfetl^d  the 
work  of  creation  in  fix  days  j  and  fo  there  was  a  reft  of 
God  near  three  thou  fetid  years  before  that  of  the  land 
of  Canaan . 

4  For,  with  refpe£t  to  that  former  fort  of  reft,  ho 
had  ipeke  of  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,  m  a  certain 
well-known  psff^ge  of  the  Old  Teftament,  after  this 
manner,  as  it  is  recorded,  {Gen.  li,  i,  3.)  the  whole 
of  which  (as  yc  who  are  fo  convcrfant  with  the  (crip- 
tures  may  cafily  recollcft)  ftands  thus,  On  the" feventh 
ddy  God  ended  his  vudri,  which  he  had  made  :  And  he 
rcjled  on  the  feventh  day  from  ait  his  work  which  he  had 
made ,  and  God  biejfsd  the  feventh  dayf  and  fan^ltfed  it ; 
becaufe  that  in  it  he  had  refied  from  ail  his  workj  which 
God  created  and  made^  that  is,  not  as  though  he  were 
weary,  and  needed  reft  for  refrefhment  after  labour,  as 
men  do  :  But  as  reft  fuppofes,  and  refers  to  fome  pre¬ 
ceding  work ;  fo  God,  having  compleaced  his  work  of 
creation,  ccafed  from  doing  any  thing  further  of  that 
kind,  and  exprefled  his  great  pie  afore  anti  futis  faction 
in  what  he  had  dfcne  \  with  regard  1 6  which  it  is  (aid, 
that  on  the  feventh  day  he  rejled  and  was  refrejhcdt  (Ex. 
xxxi.  17,)  And)  in  token  of  this,  he  appoiuted  that 
day  to  be  oblcrvc4  and  enjoyed  by  man  after  fix  days 
labour,  as  a  fabbath  of  fpi ritual  and  holy,  as  well  as  of 
bodily  reft,  when  he  biejfed  thefabbath  dayy  and  hallow* 
ct xx.  ii.)  That  therefore  couJd  not  be  the 
reft  intended,  when  God  fwore  that  the  obftinate  and 
rebellious  Ifraelitcs  ftiould  not  enter  into  it. 

5  And  again,  in  the  fame  place,  {Pf  xcv»  it.)  he 
fpeiks  of  another  reft  betides,  and  after  this,  faying,  Let 
me  not  lift  if  they  enter  into  my  reft ;  which,  as  it  re¬ 
fers  ro  the  Jews  in  the  wildcrciefs,  to  whom  it  was  lirfb 
fpokenT  is  indeed  to  be  underftood  of  their'  entering 
into  the.  land  of  Canaan  at  the  end  of  their  roilfome 
journcyings  through  rhat  vaft  d^farr,  In  refembbnee  of 
God's  having  ceafed  from  tbofe  extraordinary  and  won¬ 
derful  operations  of  proyidence,  whereby  he  fup  port  erf 
and  defended  them,  and  drove  out  the  former  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  country,  and  made  way  for  his  people  to 
go  into  it  and  take  poffetlion  of  it:  But  as  it  refers  to 
the  people  in  Davids  own  day*  to  whom  thefe  word* 

T  2  '  were 
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6  Seeing  there¬ 
fore  it  remaineth 
that  fomc  mud 
enter  therein,  and 
they  to  whom  it 
was  Jkft  jj reach'* 
td  entered  not  in 
htcaufe  of  uube- 
licf  i 


y  Again,  he 
limitcth  «  ccruin 
ilsy,  faying  in 
David,  To-day, 
after  fo  long  a 
time ;  as  it  is 
laid.  To-day  if 
ye  will  hear  his 
■mice,  harilcn  not 
jour  hearts* 


ft  For  if  Jcfirs 
had  given  them 
reft,  then  would 
he  not  afterward 
have  fpoken  of 
another  day. 


were  fpoken  and  applied,  as  recited  in  the  Pfahns^  after 
they  had  been  in  afkual  poiTcffion  of  the  land  of  Canaan 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  years,  {Ails  xiii+  20.); 
it  muft  have  a  farther  meaning,  than  barely  that  reft, 
which  they  then  enjoyed  there- 

6  Since  therefore,  as  is  ftrongly  implied  in  the  threat- 

ning  agiinlt  them  that  believed  nor,  there 

isftill  left  a  promife  of  reft  in  the  word  of  God,  ( ver .  I.) 
which  true  believers  ihould  certainly  be  partakers  of, 
according  to  his  dtfign  and  appointment,  as,  in  fa£t, 
the  next  generation  of  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs  were 
of  the  promi fed  land  ;  and  fmcc 

the  generality  of  thofe  Jews  to  whom  the  good  tidings 
of  entering  into  that  typical  reft  was  Erft  publifhed  in 
the  wildernefs,  fell  ihort  of  it,  by  means,  and  on  account 
of  their  provoking  unbelief,  though  others  were  after¬ 
wards  brought  to  pofiefs  it* 

7  For  this  rcafon,  #  I  fay,  God,  after  ail  this,  again 

prescribes  and  fixes  oy  Davids  in  the  foremen- 
cloned  P/alm ,  a  certain  day  or  feafon  then  to  come,  in 
which  thofe  of  that  age  were  to  feet  an  entrance  into 
his  reft,  after  they  had  been  for  fo  many  years  afhially 
fettled  in  the  land  of  Canaan^  according  to  what  is  there 
fatd,  even  then,  by  way  of  caution  to  them.  If  ye  would 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  God,  relating  to  the  time  of 
this  further  promifed  reft,  which  ye  ought  to  do  now 
immediately  without  delay,  left  ye  never  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  afterwards  for  it*  Take  heed  that  ye  da  not 
defpife,  and  fo  harden  your  hearts  againft,  his  awful 
admonitions  and  gracious  promifes,  with  regard  to  this 
reft,  as  your  fathers  did  in  the  wildernefs,  wtrh  regard 
to  their  reft  in  Canaan.  This  plainly  (hows,  that  what 
is  their  laid  related,  not  to  the  reft  which  was  already 
enjoyed,  but  to  one  which  was  to  be  enjoyed  after  they 
were  in  full  pofiVflion  of  the  pro  mi  fed  land* 

8  For  if  JvJhuitp  whofe  name  is  called  by  the  Grttkr* 
Jtfust  which  tigmfies  a  Saviour f  and  who  was  a  type 
of  Jefus  Chrifi.  as  the  great  Captain  of  falvatioo,  that 
conducts  believers  to  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  reft  ;  If, 
I  fay*  JtJbiia%  the  foil  of  Nttn%  had  given  the  Ifratlita 

poffcflhm 


N  0 

*  T  lake  tilts  verfe  to  he  brought  in,  as  an 
argument  to  prove  what  had  been  fai4f  ver* 
6*  abou:  a  prormfc  bciog  left  of  a  red  yet  to 
come,  ver,  l.  rather  than  a*  another  argu¬ 
ment,  diftintt  from  fjtaf, to  prove  the  fame 
point ;  and  fo  he  therefor*!  vtr*  6.  refers  to 
the  cafe  of  God’s  faying  what  is  aJlcdged  in 
this  verfe,  the  firft  words  of  which  I  think 


T  E* 

may  be  better  read,  lc  agoitt  thar* 

fjdrii  he  ilfwUth,  as  though  one  argamv^t 
was  ran  rained  in  ver*  tf*  and  another  was  ad* 
ded  in  this,  to  prove  the  fame  tiling;  where¬ 
as,  if  it  were  fo,  they  won U1  probably  hue 
been  con  neftrd  by  the  copula  again,  as 
is  nfoal  in  fueh  cafes,  aud  as  wc  had  it  iu 
VCT*  $*  (**t  to*)? 
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9  There  rev 
miiiieih  therefore 
jrest  t»  ih«  peo¬ 
ple  <at  God* 


to  For  be  thit 
is  entered  into 
bis  reft,  he  aHb 
bth  enfed  from 
his  owu  works, 
sj  God  dfrf  front 
his. 


pofleflion  of  the  ulnrrure  reft  intended  in  the  P/almt  by 
bis  having  brought  them  into,  and  fetUed  them,  lb  long 
before,  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  (Jofti.  xxii.  4.);  then, 
(^t7«r»via)  after  theft  things  had  been  actually  accom- 
plifhtd  fo  many  hundred  years  before,  God  would  not 
ftill  havefpoke by  David  of  another  day  or  feiion,  in 
which  the  people  that  then  dwelt  in  paHsfliun  of  thepro- 
mifed  land,  were  to  feek  after  a  further  reft,  which  was 
typifyed  by  that,  and  con  Id  be  no  other  than  what  was 
to  be  introduced  by  Jefos,  tht  Mejfiah  himftlf, 

9  Upon  the  whole  then,  fine?  neither  the  reft  of  the 
feventh-day- fabbath,  nor  of  the  land  of  Canaan  were, 
or  could  he  intended  by  that  laft  mentioned  day,  which 
was  fpoken  of  after  both  thofe  former  refts  were  actu¬ 
ally  enjoyed,  it  is  evident  that  there  (till  remains  under 
the  gofpd-ftate,  a  more  complete  and  glorious  red, 
which  was  typifyed  by,  and  is  vaftly  preferable  to  thofe 
refts,  and  13  to  be  inherited  by  the  true  people  of  God, 
inc! ufive  of  a  Spiritual  rtfi  by  faith  in  Chrift,  and  of 
the  fahhath  ov  day  of  holy  aijd  joyful  reft,  as  a  AVut 
Tejiament-fabbath,  in  commemoration  of  his  refurrec- 
tion  from  the  dead  j  bat  principally  and  ultimately  con- 
filling  of  that  heavenly  reft,  which  thefe  are  foretaftes 
and  pledges  of,  and  which,  in  virtue  of  what  Chrift 
has  done  and  fulfered,  believers  i'na.11  bp  admitted  to, 
and  continue  witlyhim  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  for  ever* 

10  For  our  Loth,  having  gone  through  the  great  wort 
of  redemption  in  his  obedience,  fufterings,  and  death  *, 
rofe  again  and  rock  poiTelHon  of  heavenly  glory  *,  and  fo 
relied  from  all  the  labours,  fufterings,  and  trials  which 
before  he  underwear,  in  firtilhing  the  work  that  his  fa¬ 
ther  gave  him  to  do,  and  til  procuring  a  bldficd  re  It  for 


*  It  is  pretty  remarkable,  that/ in  the 
Greek,  the  apoflle*  ver.  p.  changes  the 
term,  and  ufes  arwher  word  (raCCafo^jj) 
which  Ggiufcs  a  to  cxpnds  the 

ri^  l\ua  remains  for  the  people  of  God,  dif¬ 
ferent  from  l tar,  (x«dcr«u<rf<)  which  he 
lud  all  *b>ng  ufed  before,  and  return*  <n 
ver,  fo,  to.  expreft  the  reft  of  God 
and  hh  people.  The  realbn  of  this  alters 
t iofi,  the  learned  Dr  Quits  f  and  federal 

other  noted  divines,  15  to  in  dude  the  day  of 
JdbAkal  rtjt  which  God  ho*  appointed  un¬ 
der  the  eofrelpondcDE  (a  what 

had  htea  faid,  w.  4,  ibuut  the  five nit-day 
pipatb;  infomudi  that  a*  that  day  of  fcb- 
tetirai  reft  was  appointed  immediately  upon, 
and  in  commemoration  of  God's  rcftinp  from 
ihe  work  of  creation ;  fo  the  New  Tefla- 
ment  day  of  Abtauleaf  reft,  or  the  hr  ft  day 
or  Uie  week,  was  appoiiwc <f  immediudy  up4 


on,  and  in  commemoration  of,  Ch  rift's  vft- 
iuj;  from  ike  work  of  redt  motion,  when  he 
role  frwn  the  dead,  am!  cn;vn:ii  into  his  reji% 
as  liBvfrff  '*  ccjM  ti\m>  his  own  former 
**  as  God  did  from  his,1'  The  vender, 
may  tcc  ihclc  itdnpTC  ationr  argued  lor  it 
Jsirgc  in  Dr  Cwe.-;  on  tkde  vctlis,  and  in  his 
CXCi citations  tin  flnr  fabbatfi  1  aud  argued 
agio  ft  Ly'iUr  Pierce  on  this  j/ucc, 
ever,  as  after  &U,  ihcie  feem  i®  be  roisSdrr- 
ahiu  dhlicufrics  cads  of  ihcfc  i;i- 

rerpretabons,  and  l  cnitm:  be  pc whe¬ 
ther  a  Cbtifiutn Jubhcih  be  intended;  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  **  that  ha*  entered  into  hi*  rtft,1*  re- 
fcis  ro  €btijlx  or  to  bflizvcrsy  I  have  thought 
proper  to  take  it\  ad  thefe  ft  nfes,  \wiiich  may- 
he  il'iuc  wit.  out  onth  ex*  lb  other; 

and  fo  leave  evrry  reader  10  diuui  tta:  wjiK.fr 
he  judges  to  be  bdt. 


H  D  T  E. 
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his  people,  3  pledge  of  which  is  given  in  the  ^few  Tef* 
tament-fabbath  :  Ami  every  true  believer  that  has  en¬ 
tered  by  faith  into  the  fpiritual  reft  of  the  gofpeMlate, 
and  of  a  holy  fabbatifm  here  upon  earth,  has  done  with 
a!l  the  works  of  iniquity  ;  fo  as  tu  be  no  longer  a  lover, 
pra£lifer,  or  willing  fervam  of  (in,  as  formerly  he  was; 
and  he  has  ccaled  from  trufting  or  refling,  as  he  uled 
-to  do,  in  any  cf  his  own  works  of  righteuufnefs,  though 
not  tea  fed  from  the  practice  of  them  ;  who  having  fi- 
milled  his  courfe  of  obedience,  trial,  and  conflict,  in  this 
life,  and  entered  into  a  complete  and  glorious  reft  in 
the  celdtiai  flare,  he  has  not  only  ceafed,  and  that  en¬ 
tirely,  from  all  the  fins,  but  likewife  from  all  the  toils, 
perfections,  and  forrows  of  every  kind,  that  attended 
him  in  this  evil  world,  (A? v+  xiv.  1 3.) :  And  beth 
Chrift  himfelf,  and  every  true  believer  in  him,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  refpe£Hvc  conditions,  have  in  this  manner 
relied  from  their  labours,  in  refctnblan'cc  of  what  God 
did  at  the  beginning  of  the  world,  who,  when  be  had 
fi milled  the  work  of  creation,  ccafed  from  working  af* 
ter  that  fort  any  more* 

1,  i,<*  us  la-  1  r  As  therefore  the  faceted  red  comes  after  labour, 
hour  therefore  to  and  is  greatly  recommended  and  enhanced  by  it;  and 
*”^1  1 ^  as  ye  have  heard  what  an  excellent  reft,  fuperior  to  all 

fail  atr^r  the  others,  is  propofed  to  believers  m  the  promues  or  the 
funt  cxi^lc  of  gofpel ;  let  it  f,  anfaerahlc  to  the  exhortations  given, 
unhJlei.  i.J  be  our  diligent  care  and  ftudy,  and  our  ear¬ 

ned  endeavour  in  the  ufe  of  all  appointed  means,  and 
in  humble  dependence  oh  divine  grace,  to  overcome  all 
difficulties,  and  break  through  all  oppositions  and  dif- 
ccuragcmems,  from  within  and  from  withotir,  that  we 
may  have,  accefs  into  at!  the  privileges  and  bldEnge  of 
the  gofpeMlate  here,  which  will  be  an  u  nip  eatable  re- 
frcfiinient  to  our  own  fouls,  and  give  them  the  mofl 
compofed  delightful  rtJl  in  Chrill,  fuitable  to  our 
circ im! fiances  here  ;  and  that  we  may  have  a  fafe  and 
triumphant  arrival  to  the  heavenly  glory  hereafter,  where 
we  fhjd  reft  from  all  our  labours,  fins,  and  forrows,  and 


enter  into  peace,  and  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  and  be 
pofltfled  of  all  polfib!e  bldibdrcefs  with  him  for  ever; 
let  us,  I  fry,  b«  deeply  concerned  at  hcait  about  this 
reft,  each  one  for  himfelf,  and  ftir  up  one  another  to 
look  out  after  it ;  left  23  the  carnal  IJracIitcs ,  not  with' 


NOTE* 


Handing 


■f  The  npofilc  here  rc'mr.s  to  Ms  exhor-  proof  he  had  given  in  the  intermediate  ver* 
tation*  vk'T.  i.  <*>  laLv  iuivd,  Lft  any  of  ios  of  the  uilvin  and  fuperior  erttfttauv  ot 
them  QiouM  fall  fiioff  of  the  promiftd  reft  that  uft,  which  belongs  to  che  jprfprJ,  above 
ihjmigh  unbelief;  End  does  this  t\o^  wfrh  wlwt  wss  tnjoyed  in  the  kud  of  Canos e* 
greater  uilvuiita^Cj  lh  coufidtritfcm  of  Lhe 
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Handing  their  vJfible  relation  to  God,  and  their  having 
a  promife  of  Canaan  fet  before  them,  were  fo  ilUhe  ali¬ 
ened  by  real  or  imagined  terrors,  wants,  and  dangers, 
through  the  powerful  workings  of  unbelief,  as  not  to 
arrive  at  that  promifed  r^ft  5  fo  any  amongft  ug  that 
hear  the  gofpd,  and  are  profeflbrs  of  faith  in  Chrtft, 
(hould,  through  flothfulnefs,  fear,  and  unbelief,  never 
attain  to  that  fpmtual  rcfl  which  is  begun  in  grace  here 
to  be  perfefted  :n  glory  hereafter ;  but  fliould  fail  of  en¬ 
tering  into  it,  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  fame  caufe, 
as  they  fell  fhort  of  the  earthly  Canaan*  Let  their  fin 
and  punifliment  be  an  01  fUnction  and  a  cautionary  ex* 
ample  to  us;  led  we,  being  left  to  ourfielvcs,  plunge 
iruoirtA,  as  they  did, 

t*  For word  12  There  is  the  greeted  reafon  to  maintain  a  -godly 
n  h\  C*\  icaloufy  0VCT  otirfcl ves  and  over  one  another,  left  this 
flbrpt^than'any  Hiould  be  the  awful  c^fe  of  any  of  us,  that  make  a 
two-edged fitord,  profcfiion  of  CHrUFs  name;  and  there  is  good  encou- 
f^dirfdin*11  *°  raKemene  f°r  aa  exercifc  of  the  utmoft  care  and  cau- 
x*on  herein  :  For  our  Lord  JefusChrift,  who  (as  ye  well 
aiKiipifit,  and  of  know)  bears  the  chara£ker  of  the  Word  of  God ,  is  the  li - 
iSc  pints  and  ving  Onet(*  f**)  aud  the  Prince  of  tifef  (Rev.  i,  18,  and 
dlteltcr^oV  the  »L  IS')  who  has  life  in  himfdf,  and  is  the  au¬ 
thors  and  in-  thor  of  it  toothers,  {John  v,  zg*)  *,  and  the  writ¬ 
ing  of  the  bean*  ten  wofd^  even  the  holy  feripture ;  which  is  the  word  of 
revelation*  has  a  quickening  virtue  in  it>  as  animated 

by 

NOTE* 


■  Hy  the  Ged tome  her*  nnderftanH 

Or/f  the  word  of  G,xih  who  w*;* 

uiujIIt  ftilcrl  the  Urvrd\  «nd  the  ffVd  J  G*i 
in  the  writing  nf  the  Jews,  to  w  ho-n  (his 
cohlit  wa*  fer.r,  and  is  often  fo  cjlled  in  the 
Jur*  Tcrt^mcnt,  a*  particularly  in  John  i. 
i»  u»  and  Rev*  dx.  13.  and  he  may  prn- 
aJjy  be  meant  b vshe  Ttmrd  ef  Gods  ^aj;£  h\ 
Arts  kx.  31*  (See  the  note  then:*)  But 
others  undc-fland  the  Tt&rd  ef  Gad  here  to 
Itjfnify  iht  Ihlf  Scripture  t  which  is  frequent¬ 
ly  ncntionwfJ  tinder  that  title*  a*  in  l^uJtc  v* 
*.  and  xi,  and  Afls  viii*  14*  and  xi*  1- 
and  tiiL  >*44 ,4!  AU$<  preptrtUt  sUcri*1 
Led  10  the  Mfbrd  if  CW>  ht  ihi*  *nd  ihc  next 
vtrfc,  evidently  belong  ta  uor  Lord  7tyiu 
C^r:^’  and  fime  of  them  ftom  to  he  fit  per* 
'fie*!,  as  mofl-  fitly  tu  t>e  applied  to  him* 
Via,  l  think,  is  fairly  to  be  underlined  as 
defedhed,  13.  where  U  fc  fi id,  ui  con¬ 
nection  wbh  this  vtife,  (t  ncitlici  is  there 
“  any  creamy  that  is  not  mamfeft  in  hit 
11  Eight ;  but  all  things  are  naked  a*id  open 
“  to  the  eye*  of  him  with  whom  ne  hate  to 
**  do And  y:t  tbr  prupenics^f  ihe  word 
of  GoJ,  in  the  verfe  before  uj*  may,  in 
Unis  iVifr,  be  apnlied  to  the  vww«  itwl% 
iiivieuicd  frith  h h  energy  in  thti 


lire^ebinjj,  and  hearing  of  it  j  and  the  con- 
t?ic  preceding  co.irrxt  kems 
to  >:iv?  countenance  i*»  this  appiietd^n  of 
F^r  Chrilt  may  be  heit  cun- 
liJvr^d  us  tl:e  author  of,  ar.d  ss  working  by 
the  uordr  ta  the  exhoriatlnti  to  take 

h^scl  of  rcjc££;iT;j  li  by  unhJjcf*  However, 
it  is  d*  then  It  lo  determine  wi<h  certainty 
wh\c\\  of  iheio  is  moO  prtoKly  hi^i";l=d; 
Um  arguments  (at  on^  and  the  **tlier  may  he 
fttrt  Li  various  U-rocd  inJ  critical  com nicn- 
tafor^j  D7  0s--'2 1  wtio  takes  if  to  be 

tijisir  of  CivlJ ;  u,,jJ  Ur  -od  Mr 

Pim-*}  who  uiiOcfihtod  it  t>;  the  ‘jfrttfru 
vjird.  lio*  (i.s  ill  ij  here- a  (tribe**  lo  t'w 
word  ot  U;  d(  rci'tics  to  what  Chnii  o»m;s  hf 
niL-aiis  *:f  ti:z  wruieii  word,  and  M  wJiat  the 
written  hm^!  raontit  hot  As  ma.L*  ttfija- 
cbi:Lh  for  it  by  him,  it  ainoiitHi  to  niuch  one 
the  fame  t!un£  10  the  an^litfs  a^u- 
mciit,  whether  ue  here  cooGJcr  Chriff,  or 
ihi  ScrioUirc^to  be  fignified  liy  the  word  of 
God;  af^tl  therefore  br^h  fenlr*  are  t^lc^iv 
ioto  the  |nri^brjfc,  which  may  t>e  dottc 
wish  tl^  uiftioit  confifli'rti y,  Abdt  we'coij- 
fid*r  one  as  the  fjsiih  fii  rvi^'r,  an  l  tbr  other 
tha  hiflrutteiit  th_v  v*hkh  mc 

ufcujcd  tv  it. 
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by  his  Spirit,  John  vi.  63  )  to  raife  dead  fools  to  fpiri- 
tual  and  to  make  living  fouls  lively  :  And  Chfjft, 
the  eternal  Word,  exerts  a  divine  energy  by  means  of 
the  written  word,  as  he  matccs  it  mightily  impreffive  on 
the  mind  and  conference,  to  convince  of  lin,  and  fub- 
due  its  power,  and  captivate  every  high  thought  to  the 
obedience  of  Qtirifl,  (2  Cor.  x.  4.);  as  alfoto  ftrike  ter¬ 
ror  into  hypocritical  fouls,  and  to  comfort  the  hearts  of 
fjncerc  believers;  And  his  agency  by  bis  word,  which 
is  the  /word  of  the  Spirit,  and  like  a  {harp  twoe-dged 
j- word  that  proceeds  gut  of  his  mouth ,  [Ephef.  vi.  17.  and 
Rev.  i.  16.)  is  more  cutting  and  penetrating  into  the 
inmoft  recedes  of  the  heart,  than  the  fharpeft  fword 
can  be,  when  thruft  into  the  body ;  its  mighty  ftrength, 
in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  makes  its  way  to  the  inmoft 
parts  of  a  man,  reaching  unto  the  animal  or 

fenlitive,  and  the  intelleftual  foul,  (fee  the  note  on 
r  Theff.  v.  23.) }  and  even  dividing  between  them,  fa  as 
either  to  reduce  them  to  a  holy  order  in  fanftifying  both, 
and  keeping  them  in  their  di(lin£t  and  proper  places, 
with  a  due  fubordination  of  the  affe&ions  and  paffions 
to  the  underftanding  in  true  believers ;  or  to  procure 
death  and  ruin  in  executing  judgments  upon  falfe  pro- 
felfors,  by  the  power  of  Chrift  according  to  his  word  : 
And  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  by  his  word,  and  his  Spi¬ 
rit  accompanying  it,  inftanily  pierces,  in  a  way  of  mer¬ 
cy,  or  of  judgment,  the  moft  hidden  parts,  as  the 
joints  and  marrow  of  the  human  body,  that  lye  out  of 
view,  are  reached  by  a  {harp  fword,  that  ftrikes  borne, 
and  gives  the  deepell  wound :  The  eternal  Word  alfo, 
by  his  omniprcfencc,  fearcbcs,  knows,  and  judges  of  the 
regular,  ur  iinful  thoughts  and  principles,  motive  Si  pur- 
pofc3  and  ends,  that  work  in  every  one’s  heart,  (/tcv. 
ii.  23.)  as  well  as  the  outward  afts  of  his  life;  and  his 
written  word  in  the  miniltrations  of  it,  as  rendered 
powerful  by  him,  difeovers  a  man’s  whole  foul  to  him- 
feir ;  and  tells  him  all  that  is  in  his  heart,  either  to 
humble  or  comfort  him,  or  to  condemn  or  acquit  him, 
according  to  the  real  {late  and  condition  in  which  he 
Hands  before  God,  as  a  hypocrite,  or  true  believer. 
ij  Neither  is  1 3  Nor  is  it  podible  for  any  of  us  to  efcape  Chrifl’s 
ilirTtW  -fz  critical  notice,  or  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  his 

BMtiiicrt  in  iiis  powerful  operations,  one  way  or  another,  upon  our 
fight:  minds  and  conferences  by  his  word  * ;  there  being  no 

creature, 


N  o 

*  In  faht3  undoubtedly  rclatef,  net  to 
ttc  wriucri  vondt  hut  tirh*r  to  Ccti  or 
Cbrijt ;  for  ii  4  pcrfooiil  charade, 


T  E. 

as  appear!  from  the  exprdTion  ii&Jf,  and 
from  what  foiifrw*  in  immediate  connection 
with  ii  i  and  it  ittms  to  me,  that  w*  Are  :r> 

Lutkrftiiad 
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light  :  but  si) 
things  srt,  caked 
ami  opened  onto 
tfie  eyes  of  him 
with  whom  we, 
have  to  do* 


i  a  Senng  then 
we  have  a 


creature,  of  what  rank  or  kind  fl-ever,  that  lyes  corrcal- 
cd  from  his  all-compre  hen  live  view  ;  who  knt,  Kjall  things  y 
{John  xxi.  ty.)  and  -who  fearches  the  reins  a nl  the  heart) 
and'  mill  give  vnto  every  one  according  to  his  works, 
(Rev.  it.  13.)  None  of  them  arc  in  the  concealed 
from  him  ;  but,  whatever  we  may  think  o:  it,  or  what¬ 
ever  attempts  we  may  make  to  hide  ourfelves  from  him, 
ail  pedims  and  things,  even  the  moft  fecret  thoughts 
and  defires,  hopes  and  fears,  tempers-  and  difpofmons 
of  all  our  hearts,  lye  open  to  his  accurate  infpe&ioo, 
like  things  that  are  quite  naked  and  expofed  to  his  eyes, 
which,  for  their  piercing  light  and  luftre,  are  as  a  flame 
of  fire,  (Rev.  i.  14.)  f  And  as  the  beads  for  facritce 
were  flayed,  and  cut,  and  laid  open,  that  the  pried 
might  narrowly  examine,  and  fee  whether  there  yycre 
any  faults  or  imperfections  in  the  carcafe  or  its  in  trails, 
that  would  render  it  unfit  to  be  offered  ;  fo  all  things 
in,  and  about  us,  are  me  ft  evidently  expofed,  and  clear¬ 
ly  manifefted,  to  his  critical  all-feeing  eye,  with  whom 
we  have  the  neareft  and  moll  important  concerns,  and 
have  more  to  do  than  with  all  this  world ;  to  whom 
alfo  we  rmift  one  day  give  au  exaCt  account  of  all  thiuga 
done  in  the  body,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad,  {7.  Cor . 
v.  to.)  and  who  is  the  principal  fubjrctof  our  difeourfe 
in  this  epiftle.  Thefe  are  awful  and  affeCting  thoughts, 
to  engage  our  utmofl  circumfpedion  and  care,  left  any 
of  us  fail  Ihort  of  the  heavenly  reft  thro1  unbelief. 

14  But,  to  return  to  what  has  been  laid  about  tbc 
pricjl-htod  of  Chrift,  whom  we  have  called  the  High 

Prieji 

NOT]:. 


linderftand  it  as  meant  more  direftty  of 
Child,  ttan  or  God  tbc  Father,  though 
not  exrfnfWc  of  him  :  Fur  it  wa*  not  OtJ 
famfelfi  hat  the  wd  ef  Gi that  was  the 
lubjefi  ail  along  ipoken  of  m  the  preceding 
uerie,  **  working  iaiuch  a  lively,  powerful* 
and  piercing  manner;  and  licr*,  in  confir- 
jiutkui  of  it,  and  In  dofe  and  natural  yrnj- 
Bdftion  wi*h  it,  he,  who  «  f here  called  the 
Gad,  is  rcprelcutal  as  Orori/frVnr  and 
Jzdrt  of  af!t  and  therefore  tridoubic&y  ca¬ 
pable  of  exci  ting  all  thole  operations,  either 
in  a  way  of  judgment  nr  of  merry  *  and  '.he 
Lft  ciaufc  of  tin*  verfe  feems  to  direft  cor 
thonghts  to  him,  as  it  ii  hcivbh  whom  we 
late  mod  immediately  to  do,  for  beta  c  r«  ft 
or  acquit  ml  in  judgment  i  fjnoe  the  lather 
jud^cLh  no  man  ImmiditUch  and  p*rf:nuitvt 
bu<  hath  committed  all  judgment  to  the -Sou  ; 
Or,  as  the  word  (Aaje*)  here  run rirtrd  htrvt 
ft  dot  figmfes  ulfu  as  £i£Uu;L  a*  it  is  Iran  Ki¬ 
ted  in  many  places,  particuUrfv  Mai.  xih  gff, 
and  xtiH.  13.  Lake  xvi.  i,  Rom.  jc:v,  n, 
rhiL  IT-  1 7.  ilcb.  xiii.  1 7.  u:d  i 


and  at  other  times  it  fignifies  fyttch  or  Jifi 
cettrfti  and  is  fo  rendered  John  viii.  43.  i\£ts 
xx.  7*  xnd  t  Cot.  ii.  t,  4.  and  in  at  mo  ft 
nucnherlcft  other  places '  fo  the  paflagw  be¬ 
fore  us  sv  \eyoc)  might  be  trail- 
Hated,  to  whom  ve  mull  give  an  &o 
*(  couth,1’  ax  the  ft  real  Judge  of  all-  or, 
Ai  concerning  whom  uc  fpeak (*fvt  pro 
compare  the  Greek  in  chap-  i,  y* 
and  v.  it.  all  which  entirely  agrees  to  oar 
Lord  Ch.ifl,  ai'd  points  us  10  him. 

f  Seve*fli  oi'.ies  b;ive  obferved,  that  tho 
words  (yvcifa  vlxz  hen  ren¬ 

dered  iifktti  rtwd  aptmtfj allude  to  t he  £ici  1- 
Acts  under  the  law',  whnfc  caicalcs  wen 
fLy*d,  and  hung  up  njkcd*  to  be  lern  with¬ 
out  their  ikin,  and  weic  afterwards  laid  oft 
thdr  lucks,  rut  open,  and  elca.v:d  afondcr 
through  fhc  neck  and  back-bone;  and  fo 
every  thing,  ui:hin  r.nd  without,  was  ex- 
pojed  to  oper,  view,  to  be  examined  with 
the  cxaOncfs,  for  dilcoverp^  whe¬ 

ther  there  wm  any  blcnulh  or  defeftio  it, 
or  not. 
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treat  high  prieft* 
that  is  palled  in¬ 
to  the  heaven  st 
Jefus  the  So'i  of 
Let  u*  hold 
faftttrrproi'zilioa. 


i$  Yorweh&vfe 
not  an  hifih  prieft 
which  citin  g  be 
touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  in* 
Amities;  but  was 
in  ail  potnTi 
templed  like  as 
we  aft,  pt  with* 
oat  fin* 


Prieft  of  our  profeftionl  (chap-  in*  1 4  fee  the  note  there,) 
We  have  fuch  a  fuperlauve  High  Prieft  as*  having  made 
atonement  for  (in  by  his  own  blood;  is  gone  into  a  more 
glorious  and  eminent  place  of  God's  fpetfftj  refidence, 
than  any  high  prieft  of  old  was  admitted  to  in  ihe  exe¬ 
cution  of  his  office  :  He  is  afeended  and  gone  through 
the  atrial  *>  far  above  all  vilible  heavens,  [Ephc/,  iv* 
ig*)  even  to  the  heaven  of  UeJvens,  now  to  appear  in 
the  prefencc  of  God  for  us,  (chap,  ix,  24*}  \  ami  fo  he 
is  ihe  great  aimtype  of  the  ptiefts  under  the  law,  who 
paJTcd  through  the  fecond  vail  of  the  tabernacle  and 
temple,  with  the  blood  of  facrifices,  into  the  hoiy  of 
holies.  The  great  and  glorious  High  Prieft  1  mean,  is 
no  le&  a  perfon  than  that  Jefus,  who  in  his  divine 
nature  is  by  way  of  peculiarity  and  eminence  the  Son 
of  God  ;  We  having  then  fuch  a  machleb  High  Prieft, 
io  incomprehenfibiy  great,  divine,  and  excellent,  fo 
throughly  qualified  for,  and  exalted  in  his  office,  the 
mo  ft  difficult  and  fundamental  part  of  which  he  has  al¬ 
ready  performed  on  earth,  and  the  remainder  of  which 
he  is  now  executing  in  heaven  ,  Let  us  be  hereby  encou* 
raged,  in  the  excrcife  of  faith,  love,  and  holy  obedi¬ 
ence,  to  maintain  a  free  and  open  confeffion  of  him, 
and  profiled  fubjedion  to  him,  as  our  only  Lord  and 
Saviour,  with  ftedfaftnefs,  diligence,  and  peifeverance 
therein  unto  the  end.  And  we  may  depend  on  feafon* 
able  aids  and  affi dances  from  him  to  enable  us  here¬ 
unto. 

15  For  this  great  High  Prieft  is  as  witling  as  he  is 
able  to  comprtihotiare  and  relieve  us  under  all  our  trials 
and  difficulties*  Though  he  15  gsne  to  heaven,  he  is 
not  unmindful  of  us  who  are  bis  members  upon  earth, 
nor  has  he  laid  down  h:s  office ;  but  we  have  him  dill 
officiating  for  us;  Nor  have  we  a  high  prieft  thn  is 
ink n fable  of  our  wants  and  weaknefles,  miferie?  and 
dangers,  as  if  he  could  not  be  tenderly,  though  not 
grievoufly,  impreOed  with  ihem  5  or  could  net  be  txei* 
ted  hy  truly  human  affections,  as  far  as  is  confident 
with,  and  i'uicable  to  his  prelent  ftate  of  exaltation,  to 
pity  and  fuccour  us  in  the  moll  effectual  manner  under 
then);  and  in  due  time  to  deliver  us  from  them  :  But 


*  Pajfc d  into  &e  hr.ivnrf  (Ju*.tr?.v&Q]a  twj 
properly  fignific*  tkrfrgb  !** 

bejvcwS}  and  mamfcftly  illumes  to  the  htgh 
pried'*  catering  through  the  lcc«>n<i  vail  into 
ihe  hoiv  of  Jwl:c**  with  the  blond  of  the 
Sacrifices,  on  the  great  dayc  of  atonement 
one e  a-ytir,  an  account  of  which  we  have  at 
Urge,  Lev*  xvi*  and  which  va;  lyplcal  of 


mux  gieut  Higb-PridVs  more  glorious  en¬ 
trance,  Oficc  tor  all,  through  the  vifible  hea¬ 
ven?,  with  the  virtue  Ot  hU  omrn  blixsl,  into 
tiic  mod  holy  plticc,  even  into  ihe  inirnci'i- 
ate  prdcocc  of  God  in  the  heaven  hea¬ 
vens,  as  is  evidently  rqueiinHed  iti  toil 
epilUe,  and  pacriguiarijr  chip,  bt,  ix. 
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as,  while  he  was  here.in  the  flelh,  he  himfelf  fuffeted 
by  hunger  and  third,  wearinefs  and  pain,  and  ocher 
natural  infirmities  of  mankind,  and  by  all  manner  of 
temptations  and  perfscutions,  and  inward  and  ounrard 
afflictions  and  trials,  juft  of  the  fame  kind,  and  in  the 
fame  manner,  a;  we  ou  delve*  now  are 'liable  to  them  ; 
fo  he  experimentally  knows  what  we  undergo  in  our 
griefs  and  farrows  ;  and,  remembering  his  own  fuffer- 
mgs,  fympafhizes  with  ut  under  ours,  as  we  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  body,  of  bis  fefb,  and  of  bis  bones,  (Eph.  a. 
30.)  And  yet  (which  is  more  than  can  be  faicl  of  any 
of  us,  or  any  former  high-pried,)  he  bore  and  went 
through  his  own  troubles  without  ever  having  miflieha- 
ved,  or  committed  the  lead  fin,  though  he  was  tempt¬ 
ed  to  it ;  and  fo  he  is  not  only  the  fitter  to  he.a  com¬ 
plete  example  to  us  in  ail  that  we  eadure,  and  to  for¬ 
tify  us  agamft  all  finful  thoughts,  words  or  ways  under, 
and  by  means  of  oor  temptations }  bat  is  alfo  the  fitter 
to  take  away  the  iniquity  that  we  may  fall  into  by  them, 
fince  he,  having  gone  through  them  in  fuch  a  perfectly 
holy  manner,  needed  ml,  as  tbe  high  priefis  under  the 
late,  to  sffer  up  facrifice,  firjl  for  bis  own  Jins ,  and  then 
for  tbe  peepld%}  but  all  the  virtue  of  hh  facrifice  was 
entirely  and  alone  for  oar  fins,  which  he  expiated,  once 
for  all,  when  he  offered  up  himfelf.  ( Chap .  vii.  27.) 
it  Let  ns  there-  [6  Let  us  therefore,  in  confideration  of  bis  moft  ex- 

u^u>tX*thntw  ccHcnt  priefthoed,  which,  in  confequence  of  what  he 
ofgnct.  tha«e  had  done  in  a  way  of  atonement  on  earth,  he  is  earry- 
isay  obtsin  me-  ,ng  on  in  his  intercellion  for  us  in  heaven,  be  encoura- 
<y,  and  find  grace  ^  w  Jiaw  near  to  God*  by  faith  in 

to  help  iD  tl*TK  b  «  L  .J  r  *  ,  7 ,  ** 

of  need,  prayer*  and  an  every  other  ordinance  ct  goEpcUtrormip* 

as  he  is  feated  not  on  a  throne  of  juftice  co  execute  Je* 
fervrd  vengeance  upon  uv  j  but  on  a  throne  of  free  and 
condefcending  grace,  to  commune  with  us,  and  to  bleb 
us  $  which  was  typified  by  the  mercy-feat  under  the  law, 
where  God  dwelt  between  the  cherubim  in  vifible  ap¬ 
pearances  of  glory*  {Pfo  lxxx.  i«)  and  gave  forth  his 
orders  to  tbe  children  of  Ifrat?lt  (Ex*  xxt.  22*)  While 

therefore 

N  O  T  E* 

*  lit  tbrnne  of  (ignlfict,  nnt  the  "  no*  to appear  in  the  pretence  of  Cod  ft# 
throne  of  Chdft,  ai  fom*  wonld  fiipiwfe;  **  us,**  (chap*  ix.  14)1  a«d  be  is  confides 
but  the  throne  of  God  the  fV/frr:  F.jrCiJnft  cd  in  asr  context,  not  *s  the  ebjtft  t«*  tbe 
ii  here  all  along  fpoken  of  as, our  grtit  throne*  but  u  lie  wdijtm  of  ourcoiniog  to 
High  Pikilj  wfo  appear*  before  God  rhe  the  throne,  ia  thvniijh  him  we^bate  ao* 
Father  on  our  to  a£t  tor  us  toward  4i  oft  by  one  Spirit  to  tbe  Pailitr,”  Epiiefc 

him*  and  to  encourage  our  earning  to  the  M  art-  (te  Dr  ^’c«  acd  Mr  n<rct  on  the 
throne  of  p-ace*  Accordingly  it  « _  fEakt*  pWc.} 
ij.it  Cbrifi  is  entered  into  hcarcc  ittelf* 
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therefore  we  think  cHiim,  as  a  fovereign  on  a  throne  f, 
that  we  may  approach  him  with  awful  reverence  and 
gudly  fear,  in  cuniideration  of  the  infinite  diftance 
then-  is  between  him  and  us,  Let  us,  at  the  fame  time, 
realize  hwn  as  on  a  throne  cf  graeet  to  embolden  a 
cheerful  freedom  of  acecis  to  him  by  faith,  with  holy 
liberty,  and  humble  confidence  in  him,  as  our  recon¬ 
ciled  God  and  Father,  that  wc  receive  all 

the  mercy,  for  which  that  throne  is  prepared,  and  from 
which  it  is  difpenfcd  in  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  in 
compafiionate  relief  under  all  our  (traits  and  nitferits  \ 
and  may  find  favour  in  God’s  fight  through  his  Son, 
together  with  all  the  gracious  afliftantes  and  fupplies, 
in  anfwer  to  our  feeking  them,  that  we  need  to  fuccour, 
fupport  and  comfort  us,  and  to  perform  all  things  for 
us,  in  the  moil  feafonabie  manner,  and  at  the  molt  fea- 
fonable  times,  in  all  our  wants,  diftrefles,  and  difficul¬ 
ties  of  every  kind,  and  particularly  in  every  extraordi¬ 
nary  trouble,  temptation,  and  danger,  that  now  attend, 
or  ever  may  bcfal  us  all  our  lives  long,  till  we  get  to 
heaven* 

RE  COLLECTION  St 

How  ancient  is  the  gofpd  of  faivatiom  by  Jefus  ChriltJ  It  has  been  all  along 
the  fame,  for  fuhJUnce,  under  various  tlilpcn  bilious  and  different  dfgrres  of 
lights  from  the  fall  of  Adam  to  New  Teftament-times *  The  promifc  of  evange¬ 
lical  and  eternal  reft,  is  now  let  before  v-s  with  theefeareft  evidence  in  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  gofpel ;  Hut  our  hearing  it  will  be  of  no  faying  advantage  to  us*  untefs 
it  be  mixed  with  faith  How  fliouki  we  therefore  dread  the  thought  of  taking  up 
with  anything  ihort  of  an  effeftu.il  faith*  to  receive  and-di^Hi  what  we  hear*  left 
God  ttiould  fwear  in  his  wrath  againft  us* as  he  did  againftthe  unbelieving  Ifraei- 
ifer,  that  we  lhall  never  enter  inm  his  reft  !  [4m  true  believers  do,  and  thnfl  en¬ 
ter  into  a  better  reft,  than  that  of  the  hud  of  Canaan  ;  n  fpiritual  reft*  in  this 
world,  and  an  everJafling  refl  in  heaven,  which  is  a  delightful  and  holy  fahbaufm 
founded  on  thrift’s  refting  from  his  mediatorial  labours  and  fu fieri ngs  on  earth, 
when  he  had  fimfhed the  work  ofr^7V7pr/^»a&thefeventh'‘d3y*f\bbath  was  found¬ 
ed  upon  GcxT&  having  ceafed  from  his  creating  work,  when  he  had  fin  idled  it,. 
—How  efficacious  is  the  written  word  of  God  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  the  living 
and  Hfc-giving  Word  !  He  fetsit  home  with  powerand  penetrating  upon  the  heart, 
and  gives  the  foul  a  plain  view  of  ilfclf,  eitlier  for  its  reformation  and  comfort, 
or  its  condemnation  and  confufion,  How  awful,  adoring,  and  endearing  IhouJd 
nor  thoughts  of  Cbrift  be  l  All  things  are  continually  and  exaflly  <*pen  tn  bin  all- 
feeing Jjiye:  As  he  is  God  the  Word,  he  narrowly  infprfts  and  obfcwcs  the  moll 
tccrctsirtii’pofitions  and  defign*  of  our  hearts;  'and  we  have  the  mod  important  of 
all  concerns  to  traniad  with  him,  and  mud  give  an  account  of  all  that  we  think, 

NOTE. 

t  God's  exercirmg  mercy  and  grace  in  to  the  pralfc  of  its  o*u  glory .  and  it  h  a 
Chtift  may  be  contidercd  as  hi*  being  feared  throne  of  gtace  founded  on  the  f*  media- 
on  a  thrMt  theca  Die  he  therein  appears  with  of  Cnrift,  as  he  is  fet  forth  to  tea 

majefty,  royalty,  2nd  glory  j  imlup«^raer  f*  propitiation,  through  frith  in  his  blood 
cf  %rnce^  becanfit  grace  created  it,  and  Horn.  iii.  15.  and  appears  there  *  rightr- 
rcigns  there,  and  d:fp enfej  all  Mcflmgs  from  ous  advocate  for  us,  in  the  virtue  of  hit  pro* 
liuncc,  in  a  »ay  of  mere  unmerited  favour,  pUmtou,  1  John  IL  i,  4* 
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fay,  or  do,  to  him  as  our  Judge  at  the  great  day,  O  folemn  confid  orations!  But 
how  fw«tly  are  they  tempered  by  believing  views  of  him  as  the  Son  of  God ,  our 
great  atoning  and  interceding  High  Pried  and  almighty  Saviour  ?  He  has  been 
cxercifed  in  our  nature  and  world  with  the  very  fame  fort  of  temptations,  inward 
and  outward,  as  we  ourfdves  are;  and  he,  flill  remembering  what  be  fuffered  by 
them  without  (in,  compafliomtes  us  under  ours,  though,  alas !  attended  with  fin  1 
and  is  gone  iuto  the  heaven  of  heavens,  now  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for 
us,  What  an  encouragement  is  this  to  hold  fa£t  our  faith  in  him,  and  ftcdfaflly 
abide  by  our  holy  prufe(|ion  of  his  name  ;  and  to  come  with  humble  boldnefs 
and  holy  freedom  of  fpirit  to  God,  tlirunch  him,  as  on  a  throne  of  grace,  at  all 
times,  and  efpeciaily  in  the  worlt  of  trials,  fears,  and  dangers,  for  all  the  leafon* 
able  mercy  and  grace  we  Hand  in  need  of,  to  forgive  our  tins,  and  relieve  us  un¬ 
der  all  our  troubles! 


CHAP.  V. 

The  apofiie  Jets  forth  the  office  and  duty  of  a  high  priefi ,  I, — 4.  Shews 
how  abundantly  this  is  anfwered  in  Chriji’s  fuper-  eminent  call  to,  and 
difebarge  of  that  office,  5, — 10.  And  reproves  the  Chrtfiian  Hebrews 
for  their  Jlothfulnefs  and  little  progrefs  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truths 
if  the  gtfpel  that  were  prefigured  by  the  law,  1 1  ,—14. 

Tut.  Paraphrase. 

pos.  every  high  Tjf^E  maT  comfortable  hope  for  all  feafonable  mercy 
pneft,  taken  VY  an{j  help  in  our  applications  to  a  throne  of  grace* 
[r'oriWiied^for  while  we  think  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  God,  as  appearing 
men  ia  things  there  in  the  character  of  our  great  and  fympathtzing 
High  Prieft  to  introduce  us  to  it  ;  and  we  may  be  fure 
ii*ii  sifwand  ft-  of  his  companion  towards  ns  in  the  execution  of  his  of* 
erificerfor  fius:  fice  on  our  behalf :  For  even  under.the  legal  difpenfa* 
tion,  which  was  typical  of  the  gofpel-ftate,  every  high 
priefi  was  Tingled  out,  fan&ified  and  fet  apart  to  his  of* 
fice,  from  among  the  children  of  Ifrael,  (Ex.  xxviii.  1. 
as  one  partaker  of  the  fame  human  nature  with  them, 
that  he  might  be  a  proper  High  Prietl  for  men,  as  he 
was  appointed  and  confirmed  to  represent  and  tranfafik 
for  men ,  and  might  in  their  name  and  (lead,  and  for 
their  benefit,  prefent  all  kind  of  legal  offerings  to  God 
for  appealing  him  on  account  of  their  fins,  whether 
they  were  free-wili  offerings,  or  fuch  as  were  ftatedly 
fixed  and  determined  by  the  law,  or  whether  they  .were 
offerings  of  animate  or  inanimate  things  by  way  of  fa- 
crificc  ;  And  fo  he  typified  Chrift  our  great  High  Prieft* 
who  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels ,  but  the  feed 
of  Abraham,  and  was  in  all  things  made  like  unto  hit 
brethren,  that,  hy  a  more  excellent  and  truly  atoning 
facrifioc  of  himfelf,  he  might  make  reconciliation  for 
the  Gns  of  his  people,  {chap-  ii.  id,  17.)  and  that  their 
.  perfons  and  prayers  might  be  accepted  of  God,  as  pre* 
Tented  by,  and  through  him. 


a  Every 
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X  Who  can  tire 
coDipaJfiD'ion  tbc 
igniH  ant*  Hid  on 
them  tb*t  arc  out 
of  ihe  wsyi  for 
Aat  be  himfelf 
alft  is  enmpafled 
with  iofiftnitj : 


3  And  by  m* 
jbo  huroif  he 
ought,  a*  for  the 
people,  Jb  lifo  for 
hiiafeif,  to  oiftr 
fortius* 


4  And  no  mitt 
tiketh  ihis  ho¬ 
nour  unto*  him'* 
UH,  hat  he  chit 
b  called  of  God, 
ai  tp at  Aaron : 


2  Every  legal  high  pried  is,  or  ought  to  be  one,  who 

can  reasonably  bear  with,  and  tenderly  pity 

and  condefeend  to,  the  frailties  and  weaknefTes  of  the 
people  for  whom  he  officiates,  that  he  may  offer  Sacri¬ 
fices  for  their  fins  of  ignorance,  and  may  fympathize 
with,  and  not  be  incenfed  againd  them,  cn  account  of 
their  errors  of  various  kinds,  whereby  they  have  drayed 
from  the  wayr  of  God's  commandments  into  the  ways 
of  fin,  and  from  the  way  of  Safety  or  relief  into  the 
way  of  mtfery  and  danger  ;  and  fo  are  out  of  the  way 
of  truth  and  holinefs,  comfort,  and  happinefs :  He  is 
qualified  for  exercifing  all  companion  toward  them  t  be- 
caufe  even  he  himfelf,  ((«<  *«■«■*)  as  a  man  and  a  Tin¬ 
ner,  is  alb  attended  with  the  like  moral,  as  well  as 
natural  infirmities  that  they  labour  under.  And  the 
forbearance  and  coinpadion  of  Jefus,  our  great  High 
Fried,  towards  ignorant  fouls  and  Pinners  that  ’are  gone 
affray,  like  loft  fheep,  is  incomparably  mote  excellent 
anti  effe&ual ;  becaufe  he  himfelf  has  been  furrouaded 
with  all  natural  human  weaknefTes,  temptations,  and 
afflictions,  tho*  without  fin.  {Chap,  iv.  15.) 

3  And  by  reafon  of  the  (inful,  as  well  as  natural 
infirmities,  that  always  befet  or  encompafled  the  legal 
high  pried,  it  was  incumbent  upon  him,  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  function,  to  offer  up  propitiatory  facri- 
frees,  not  only  for  the  fins  of  the  people  whom  he  repre- 
fented,  but  iikewife  for  his  own  perfonal  fins,  {Lev. 
iv.  3.  and  ix.  7.  and  xvi,  6,)  he  as  much  as  they  need¬ 
ing  an  atonement,  while  they  were  all  in  common 
G niters  againd  God;  But  herein  our  bleffsd  Lord  has 
infinitely  the  preference  to  any  former  high  pried,  Gnce 
he  being  finlefs  had  no  occauon  to  offer  any  facrifice 
for  himfelf,  but  only  for  his  people,  that  the  whole 
virtue  of  it  might  be  placed  to  their  account,  and  that 
he  might  the  more  feelingly  pity  them  under  all  their 
troubles  on  account  of  their  fins,  as  remembrlng  what 
he  fullered  in  making  an  expiation  fur  them. 

4  And  it  was  further  neceflary,  according  to  the  law, 
that  no  man  whatsoever  fhould  of  his  own  head  intrude 
into,  or  afliime  to  himfelf  the  high  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  priedhood,  for  attempting  which,  Vzziah>  tbo’ 
a  king,  was  feverely  rebuked  and  punifhcd,(a  Cbron.w'tu 
16.)  But  he  only  was  to  be  advanced  to  that  facred  of¬ 
fice,  whom  God  called  and  authorifed,  by  fpecial  or¬ 
der  and  immediate  appointment,  to  be  ipveded  with, 
and  to  execute  it,  as  he  did  Aaron  and  his  fon$  at  the 
fird  fetting  up  of  the  Levitical  ptiefthood.  {£jc.  xiviii. 
f.  and  1  Cbron,  sxiii.  15.) 


Cb. 

j  So  aifo,  Chrift 
^rifted  not  h  im- 
Uti  to  be  made 
an  high  priefl ; 
ill I  ht  ifaat  fiM 
\mt-j  him,  Thuu 
art  my  Son,  to- 
t’.ay  have  1  he- 
^ucn  thee : 


4  A*  he  faith 
*15?  in  another 
pkef ,  Thou  ar/  a 
for  ever  af¬ 
ter  the  order  of 
Alekhi&dcc  - 


7  TSfho  io  the 
days 
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'  5  So,  in  like  manner,  our  Lord  Jefus,  the  anointed 
Saviour,,  did  not  in  his  incarnate  ftate  raife  himfelf  up, 
by  any  private  a£l  of  his  own,  to  the  honour  of  the 
gofpel  high  priefthood,  any  more  than  Aaron  did  to 
that  which  he  was  advanced  to  ;  but  he  w-as  eternally 
appointed,  and  in  due  rime  foltftnnly  called  to,  quali¬ 
fied  for,  and  a&uaily  inverted  with  this  glorious  office,' 
which  was  an  honour  conferred  upon  him,  as  man, 
(fee  the  note  on  ver.  8.)  by  the  immediate  defignation 
of  God  the  Father  himfelf,  who,  as  is  certified  (Pf  ii. 
7.)  faid  to  him,  Thou  art  my  Sen,  this  day  have  I  be¬ 
gotten  thee  ;  by  which  he  intimated*  both  the  dignity 
of  his  perfon  as  his  eternal  Son,  and  the  excellency  and 
authority  of  his  prieflly  office,  as  both  fhould  be  de- 
monrtrated  and  owned  of  God  tbe  Father  by  his  refur- 
reftion  from  the  dead,  in  confequence  of  his  having 
fully  famfied  di-fine  jufticc  by  chat  one  offering  of  him- 
felE  in  his  death,  *a thereby  he  perfected  for  ever  them 
that  are  fanSiifed.  (Chap.  x.  1 4 ) 

6  And  we  have  a  (till  more  exprefs  tertimony  to 
Chrift’s  priefthood  in  Pf.  cx.  4.  where  God  the  Father 
faid  to  his  Sod,  Thau,  art  and  Ibali  be  an  eternal  High 
J  Prieft,  not  after  the  order  of  Aaron,  whofe  priefthood 
ran  in  a  continual  line  of  fuccefllon,  from  age  to  age, 
in  his  family;  but  after  the  fuperior  order  of  the  re- 
nouned  Metchifedec,  (fee  the  notes  on  ver.  10.)  who 
had  no  predeceflbr  or  fucceflor  hi  his  office,  which  was 
confined  to  himfelf  alone;  and  fo  was  the  more  emi¬ 
nent  and  lively  type  cf  rhe  priefthood  of  Chrift,  as 
that  was  to  abide  in  his  own  perfon  alone  and  for  ever, 
without  any  one’s  preceding,  or  following  him,  or  flia- 
ring  with  him,  in  the  dignity  and  work  of  his  prieft¬ 
hood  ;  but  was  to  manage  all  the  high  affairs  and  con- 
t  cerns  of  it  wholly  and  alone  by  himfelf. 
s  7  Who  while  he  was  here  upon'  earth,  clothed  with 

Itcfh 


N  O 

*  To  foppofc,  with  fotpc,  that  the  paf* 
here  quoted  from  Pfal.  iu  y.  **  Thou 
an  my  ion*  to-day  have  1  begotten  thee/* 
fdcri,  not  to  the  divine  nature,  but  merely 
ro  the  priciily  affiec  of  Chrift,  feems  utterly 
inctmGftent  with  ver*  8.  where  it  is  faid, 
**  Though  he  were  a  Son*  yet  learned  he 
il  obedience  hy  rhe  things  which  he  fnffisred/* 
Aft4  though  thrift's  priefihond,  as  well  sts 
Soot  tip*  was  fblemnly  declared  by  his  re* 
furreftion  from  the  dead,  1  can  hy  no  meant 
think,  with  others,  that  he  was  not  an  Hiah* 
Pmft»  or  did  net  perform  any  part  of  his 
pritEMy  office  upon  earth  i  or  that  it  com- 
muiad  after  his  refur rtiliiHi  and  aicenfion  to 


T  E. 

heaven ;  For  offering  ficrifice  was  a  princi¬ 
pal  part  of  the  priefl’s  office  ;  and  Chrift  * 
(hath  is  frequently  fpoken  of  throaslmtit 
this  epiftte  as  a  facriftge,  which  uecoflarily 
fupjwfc*  him  to  W  a  Priest  before  he  of¬ 
fered  it;  fmee  all  the  typical  pi  ref)  a  were 
afhiaHy  inverted  in  their  office  before  they 
tmild  ofTcr  any  facrifice  under  the  taw ;  and 
this  we  are  told  oar  Lnrd  did,  when  “ thro* 
the  eternal  Spirit  he  offered  himfelf  with- 
41  out  fpot  to  Clod  ;  and  once  in  the  end  of 
“  the  world  appeared  to  put  away  fin  hy  the 
■*  facrifice  of  himfelf,  and  fi  was  offered  to 
"  tbe  Gas  of  mw)T,  (ebap*  ix,  14, 
stf,  *8*) 
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duy*  of  hi*  flefti,  flefh  and  bloody  2nd  all  the  finlcfs  frdlues  and  inrirnr.i- 
fetr'l  payers  r’es  °*  human  nature,  and  liable  to  all  forts  of  calami- 
ar^^ppiK^ions,  ties;  and  who,  in  the  fufferings  he  endured  node r  a 
yti  1.  Aron#  cry-  fenfe  of  divine  wrath t  which  he  was  to  bear  for  our  fins 
\ohlm  that  w  111  ^1C  difcharge  of  his  prieftly  office,  was  fore  amazed^ 
abk  to  five  him  and  exceeding  forro^ful^  even  unto  death ,  prayed  thar, 
from  Jcjib,  and  jf  ^  were  potiible,  the  hour  might  pafs  from  him,  when, 
be  feared/ **  1  together  with  the  offering  of  himfelf,  he  prefented  his 

eartieft  addreffes  in  the  motl  fervem,  humble,  and  pa¬ 
thetic  manner,  yea,  even  with  a  ioud  cry,  and  weep¬ 
ing  petitions  and  mtrcatics  unto  God  his  Father,  who 
(if  he  pleafed)  could  have  delivered  him  from  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  the  death  which  lay  before  him-  (See  Mark 
xiv,  33, — 36-  and  xv,  34.)  And  he  was  heard,  fo  as 
to  be  accepted  in  his  prayer  ;  and  was  anfwered,  the/ 
not  by  a  prevention  of  hi*  fufferlngs  and  death  them- 
frives,  (which  he  knew  would  be  fo  extremely  agoni¬ 
zing  that  human  nature,  as  fuch,  could  nut  but  be  for^y 
afraid  of  them)  yet  as  to  the  main  intention  of  his  im* 
portunate  prayer,  in  the  fcafonabfc  affiflances  that  were 
afforded  him  in  the  cornpufure  of  his  human  paffione; 
in  his  refurrection,  and  viftory  over  death  ;  and  in  his 
obfaining  ^11  the  defired  ends  of  his  fuflerings,  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  redemption  of  the  church  :  And 
he  was  thus  heard,  becaufc  of  his  holy  reverence  (f^- 
£***>)  of  his  heavenly  Father. 

a  Though  h€  8  Though  he  was  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  the  fame 
were  a  Son,  yn  in  nature  and  perfections  with  the  Father,  and  infinite- 
SStJ^SSj;  ly  d«r  to  him  *,  who  called  him  to  be  an  High  Prieft; 
'which  he  fiiflerw  yet  having  afiumed  human  nature,  that  he  might  there- 
01 :  in  execute  his  prieffly  office,  as  his  Father's  Servant, 

iuch  was  his  zeal  for  glorifying  him,  and  his  Jove  to 
the  church,  that  he  fubmlited,  with  an  exercife  of  faith, 
patience,  felf- denial,  rrfignatiem,  and  all  humility  and 
readinefs  of  mind  and  heart,  practically  to  learn  what 
it  is  to  he  obedient,  and  how  good  it  Is  to  be  fo,  to  his 
Father’s  will  and  command,  even  unto  the  death  of  the 
crofs,  {John  x.  iS-  and  PlriL  iu  7,  8-);  yea,  he  conde- 
icended  to  learn,  by  iever^  experience,  what  terrible 
difficulties  and  d  iff  ruffes,  and  yet  what  rich  advantage*, 
attended  his  obedience  all  his  life  long,  and  efpecially 
when  he -came  10  die,  by  his  enduring  all  thofe  thing*, 
which  he  was  called  to  fufler  in  making  atonement  for 

note, 

*  This  paflage,  as  appears  to  me,  ft  3  wit  of  G ^  it  U  rather  frvfttrn  of  as  a 
in  a  beiTTuful  apportion  t<>  vw.  j-  Tk*rty  jUn  in  him  to  eng^c  in  it,  and  go  through 
conUdcring  Chrilt  as  ww,  hisprkftiy  oltice  the  iervi<c$  aud  tuifsiings  be  was  called  to 
is  jpuken  of  as  tin  honour  conferred  upon  thereby, 
him ;  but  htrCt  couiidcriiij'  bim  as  tbt  Son 


Ch.  t. 


p  And  bring 
nude  prrfcft,  he 
Lem  me  the  author 
itf'  utnti]  faUa* 
Li-?n  mttu  nil  them 
that  obey  biat ; 


to  Called  or 
w  vJ  an  high  pried 
feiierrhe  enter  of 
Mtlchifcdcc* 
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fin:  He  alfo  hereby  experimentally  learned  the  trial s$ 
and  difficulties  of  the  obedience,  which  his  people  are 
called  to,  that  he  might  the  better  fympathize  with* 
and  fuccour  them-  {Chap,  m  15-) 

p  And,  having  completed  his  obedience  andfuffer* 
ings  unto  death,  and,heing  thereupon  fully  corsfecrated 
to  the  whole  of  his  prietthood  for  making  interccffion, 
in  virtue  of  his  facrificc,  (tkip*  ii.  10*  fee  the  notes  there, 
and  on  17*)  he  became  the  procuring  and 

efficient  caufe  (**«#)  of  fdmiion,  as  he  purchased 
ii  by  his  blood,  in  the  virtue  of  which  he  fecit  res  it  by 
his  advocacy,  and  aftmlly  gives  it  by  bis  fpirit  and 
grace  :  And  th^  falvatfon  which  be  is  she  author  of,  is 
not  fuch  a  temporal  deliverance /rom  evil,  as  Ijrad had 
out  of  Egypt*  or  as  the  people  of  the  Jews  had  Jroci 
temporal  funijbments  by  their  legal  offerings,  or  as 
many  believers  (hall  have  from  the  commoiuieftruftlon 
that  is  coming  upon  Jerufakm  $  but  a  Oil  y  at  km  of  an 
infinitely  more  excellent  and  durable  nature,  even  a 
fpirituaf,  complete,  and  everlafting  falvstion,  inclufive 
of  a  deliverance  from  all  evil,  and  of  all  the  bldGnga 
of  grace  and  glory,  to  all  and  every  one  of  them,  and 
of  them  only,  that  diligently  hearken,  and  yield  them* 
felvcs  up  to  him,  as  the  Captain  of  their  falvation,  {chap* 
ik  10.)  for  all  holinef-Tt  as  well  as  happinefs,  by  the 
obedience  of  faith.  {Rom*  xvi-  2  6-) 

10  Even  to  him  who  is  named  of  God  in  an  extra* 
ordinary  manner,  *  as  he  filled  him  an  High  Piicft,  not 
after  the  common  way  and  cotirfe  of  Aaron  and  his  fons, 
according  to  the  law,  in  which  there  was  a  fuccefikm  of 
priefU  of  the  fame  order}  b'Jt  according  to  the  more 
eminent  manner,  in  which  f  Melchifidee  was  called  the 


NOTE, 


priejt 


*  Here  tile  apoftlc  refers  to  wba(  hchaj  laid,  the  next  v«rfe,  ttat  **  be  M  tmry  tfrnp* 
ver*  tf+  shorn  Chrift’s  being  ((  a  prieft  f.  r  10  Jay  of  him,  hard  to  bt*  tn*r«b  and 
11  ^verifier the  ordfr  ot  Mcichifti3cCf,T  hn  £o=s  lately  two  the  coniHc-aites  of  him, 
rxpnefles  his  being  calUd  of God  by  a  very  dif-  ch  vii.  i  yet  lie  mi  u-hetc  i  cIU  us  uhu  he  wat, 
Itrtnt  word  hi  ihe  Grcti,  (tffortiy'Qrtu'Sac)  width  we  may  *>y  fuppoie  he  \ixnsl-l 

tr-.iiflltiit  which  is  alio  rurtued  ratted  {w  have  done*  fcjd  God  icrrilctf  it  to  htm;  and 
of  G$dt  at  Ttf.if  Aaron;  (*er  4-)  if  he  did  not  kn^w  this*  it  U  too  curious  and 
Tkrf  it  relates  to  M,  Ucir.jt  ittvcfieJ  whii  hii  v»in  ftxt  us  to  ureicad  lq  dcicrimuc  ir  :  And 
office;  but  fart  it  rebtes  to  the  deaorr^^ihus  therefore  1  rather  chnofc  to  Live  tke  nutter* 
*hicll  God  gave  him  as  fa  tHYcffed,  n^mtiy,  as  dtfigiKd  to  be  conceded  from  us,  than  10 
that  of  in  "  hipb  pritfk  after  the  order  of  offer  conjectures  about  i\  as  ibiuc  bave  dotv, 

**  Melchifctke*  **  an  oug  other  gurifts,  incline  to  think 

t  Who  this  Mtkbifcdtt  was  nivfl  needs  that  it  a  as  the  Soa  erf  GodLimjcIf  while  to 
le  very  unceiUia,  fi nee  the  Holy  Glioll  him*  other*  it  appoais  very  improbable  that  ho 
Irlf icons  to  have  oonccaltd  it  on  purpefc,  ihould  W  a  type  «f  himjtif*  *hn  is  ipcke.i 
tf::t  he  might  be  a  more  eminent  type  of  of  as  (<  another  Prieft  jifier  the  order  tf? 
Chilli,  as  he  fame  unknown  king  ami  a&d  after  y  Lhc  U:oih;uJe  of 

prkfl  of  SaUta  or  Jtrufefcmt  who  appwrtd  MdcMiedcc,*1 '  (chap,  viu  n,  rj,}  wl/ich 
i!i a  faperior  charvder  to  Ahabaas>Gcq4  stiv,  naturally  ;i^pcfcstbv2;  to  be  d'lkrt^V 
Ti,— ao.  Auddisugb  ouraiiollh;  Jays  in 
V-i*  V.  t  b 


3°<S 


,fi  Of  whom 
vtQ  hr. vc  many 
thin i’i  to  ray,  and 
hard  I  .<  be  utur- 
cd  l  feeing  ye  aic 
dull  Of 
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priefi  of  the  ntofi  high  God  j  there  being  the  greatest  re* 
ferablince  between  the  prieflbood  of  that  extraordinary 
man  and  of  our  Lord  jefus,  as  may  be  fliewn  hereafter* 
{Chap.  Tti.) 

11  Concerning  which  Melqlnfedtc  *,  as  he' was  a 
type  of  Chrift  in  bis  kingly,  and  efpecialtyin  his  pritfi- 
ly  office,  we,  thrift's  m  millring  few  ants,  have  many 
important  things  to  deliver}  things  which  are  difficult 
to  be  explained,  fo  as  to  convey  familiar  and  exaft 
ideas  of  them  to  your  minds,  and  are  hard  to  be  undtr- 
Jlood  by  yeut  (ftwiw"  j  pet.  iii.  itf.)  not  merely  from 
the  fublimity  of  the  fabject*  or  from  my.  manner  of  re- 
prefenting  ir,  but  chiefly  from  your  own  indifpofrtion 
to  receive  it}  becaufe  many  of  you,  at  lea  ft,  who  have 
been  too  apt  to  flick  to  the  letter  of  the  Uw,  and  are 
too  flothful  (>»'»•}  to  inquire  carefully  into  the  gofpel- 
revelation,  are  very  backward  to  attend  to,  and  receive 
what  I  have  to  offer  about  it. 


ti  For 

for  t!ie  lime  yc 
ought  to  be  teach- 
trip  jrc  hive  uccd 
that  one  reach 
yoo  agaiq  which 
b<  the  fir  ft  princi¬ 
ple*  of  the  ora¬ 
cle*  of  Ood;  md 
are  become  fiich 
W  need  of 
roiik*  and  not  of 
ftrongmait. 


12  For  when,  confid^ring  your  long  (lauding  in. 
ChrilFs  fchool,  and  the  clear nef&  of  t  he  gofpd-revda* 
tion,  and  the  advantages  for  inftruftion  which  have 
often  been  afforded  yo\i)  {chap<  ri,  t, — 3,  and  vt.  7-) 
ye  ought  to  have  made  fuch  proficiency  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrift,  as  to  be  yourfelves  capable  of,  and  to 
have  engaged,  fome  in  privately,  and  tome  in  publick* 
ly  inftrtidlng  others  about  the  great  do£trines  of  the 
gofpel ;  ye>  on  the  other  hand,  have  made  fuch  little 
progress  in  knowledge,  that,  inftead  of  being  teachers 
of  others,  ye  ftand  in  need  of  one  to  mllru£t  you  over 
again  into  the  nature  of  the  very  firft  rudiments, 
grounds»and  principles  of  the  ChTiftian  fairh,tbat  were 
Ih  a  do  wed  out  ia  the ,  {acred  writings  of  the  Old  Ttfta* 
menty  and  are  more  clearly  revealed  in  the  Nnv,  both  of 
which,  being  delivered  under  divine  infpiration,  are  to 
be  efteemed  (what  they  are  in  truth)  the  infallible  die* 
rates  or  flings  of  God  htmfelf:  And  fo  cxceedinglydull 
of  hearing  are  fome  of  you,  as  to  have  rather  dtdin*dt 
than  grown  in  the  knowledge  of  fpiritual  things;  info* 
much  that  ye  appear- to  be  fo  weak  and  low  in  your  re- 
liOi  and  conceptions  of  them,  as  to  need  to  be  led  into 
thofe  plain  eft  and  molt  familiar  articles  of  Chriftianirv* 

which 


NOTE. 

*  The  apoflle  tlcfcn  hif  defined  difcoiirfe  aiulfoattent  ton,  and  eonferpiently  their  fra  all 
about  Metbifodtc  as  a  type  of  Chrlft  to  proficiency  in  the  bowU^  of  fuch  thing* 
chap,  tiL  that  he  might  take  an  oec-fion  at  thoy  might  reasonably  ha*c  been  capcftcd 
ftum  tht*  hint,  to  deal  clofclr  *uh  the  He*  to  have  atiainfcd  b  a  iirwter  degree  t!un 
bnrws  in  a  needful  and  important  digrelfion  they  hid!  confidtring  thz  length  of  thdr 
In  the  remaining  tct/cs  of  this  chi  per,  and  /landtag  in  Chriltbniiy,  and  the  light  «hicb 
Ia  the  end  of  the  jUtb ,  abwu  tbek  ftitphtiijr  wa*  c aft  by  the  goij*I  on  Jc  ;dilt  onjinarj.es. 
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which  (to  borrow  an  allufion  to  corporal  things)  may 
be  compared  to  milt,  that  is  of  eafy  digeftion  ;  in  (lead 
of  being  taught  the  higher  truths  of  the  gyfpri,  in  the 
acconiplifhmenr  of  ancient  types  of  the  perfem  and 
offices  of  Chrift,  which  may  be  compared  to  iuch  ftrong 
meat  as  is  of  harder  digeftion* 

13  Far  every  13  For  every  one,  who  ft:  fpirifuaL-conftittJtion  and 

mitt:  Ij  unAiiful  atta'awcilt3  are  weak  and  child-like,  that  he  has  no 
i  -  die  word  of  appct*te  for,  nor  can  take  in  and  cHgeit,  any  thing  but 
nshicwh&i  for  the  very  fir  ft  principles  of  the  do&rine  of  Chrift,  {chap. 
he  i»  a  babe.  which  are  like  milk  for  babes;  whatever  general 

notions  he  may  have,  he  is  Hke  an  unexperienced  per* 
foil,  (arufflt)  and  is  inexpert  at  undemanding,  receiving, 
and  improving  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpcl,  in  which 
the  righteoufnefi  of  God  is  revealed  from  faith-to  fait  h$ 
(Rom*  i*  1 7,)  and  Chrift  u  faid  to  be  the  end  of  tie  law 
for  right  eoufnrfs  to  every  one  that  heliewf)  (Rom*  x*  4)  j 
and  in  which  we  are  taught  to  live  in  the  practice  of 
righteoufnefsj  (T/f*  it*  n,  ia*);  for  he  that  can  only 
entertain,  and  profit  by  the  eafieit  and  moll  familiar 
principles  of  Chriftian  religion,  appears  to  be  no  better 
than  a  babe  in  his  knowledge  and  improvement  of  the 
gofpeh 

11  But  thong  14  But  the  fubfimer  doctrines,  which  may  becom- 
irteai  bdongeibto  pared  to  ftrong  meat,  arc  moll  fit  and  proper  for,  and 
frlT  lw\**ev**  fuited  to  the  nourifhment  of  thofe  believers,  who,  like 
(hofe  who  by  rci*  men  grown  up  to  maturity*  are  far  advanced  in  the  know  • 
ft*  of  ofc  have  ledge  of  the  doctrines  of  Chrift,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor* 
^to^difcmi  “•  M  7  a^d  fo,  compared  with  babes,  may  he  ftiled 
both  and  perfect  ;  (t(wx»dJ  even  fuch'aa  by  means  of  an  experi* 
mental  acquaintance  with  thefc  divine  things,  accor* 
ding  to  the  gofpeUdifcovery  of  them,  and  by  long  euf* 
rom  and  habits  of  converting  with  them,  which  they 
have  attained,  under  divine  influence,  by  reading,  hear¬ 
ing,  mediution,  and  prayer,  have  their  fpiritual  ferifes 
underftandiiigty  and  feelingly  employed  and  improved, 
to  difeern  and  diftinguiffi  between  what  is  good  or  bad, 
true  or  k\ fc,  pernicious  or  beneficial,  detracting  from, 
or  perfective  of,  the  gofpel  fehemc ;  and  know  bow  to  rc- 
fufe  the  one,  and  embrace  the  other* 

recollections* 

Behold  the  incomparable  excellence  and  affecting  endearments  cfChrilVspi'ieft* 
hood  *  He,  bring  as  truly  man,  as  God»has  a  more  tender  aod  riTeftual  compaffiou 
ontHeignorantandtbcmthatareoutcftheway*tbanaiiyofthe  anckntpriefls  could 
have,  who  were  befet  with  the  fame  JinjuU  as  well  as  natural  infirmities,  with 
tiicm ;  and  therefore  were  obliged  to  offer  facrifices  for  tbcmfelvcs  as  well  as  for 
the  people  :  But  as  our^yf nUfi  High  Pricft  fuffered  in  the  days  of  his  humiliation ( 
to  l  he  greafeft  extremity, for  the  fins  of  his  people,  he  cannot  but  fympathize  with 
them.  With  what  fervenev  did  he,  in  the  moft  religions  and  fubmifive  -sparer 

M  *  apply 
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apply  to  uh  hcavcnlv  Father  for  feafonabk  relief  agarnft  thofe  troubles  that  could 
vt>i  but  be  very  terrible  to  human  nature;  and  how  fully  wm  he  anftvcred,  with 
nTpcct  to  the  grand  dclign  of  hi*  grayer  1  As  he  was  pcrfrdtly  fitted  by  hlafufTer- 
Iugs  for  complecting  hh  prieftly  office,  he  is  become  the  author  of  eternal  falva* 
tiou  to  all  that  yield  thcmfelvcs  up  by  Faith  and  boty  obedience  to  him.  How  great 
U  the  homttr  tint  w;*$  put  upon  him,  as  rnan\  and  his  own  condefcenfion%  as  GW* 
in  Ihwuh:  this  important  office  1  He  did  not  Ihruft  himfelf  Into  it ;  but  it  wss 
conferred  upon  feim  by  the  exprefs  and  immediate  call  of  God  his  Father,  as  the 
pnefthood  was  upon  Aaron  \  and  it  is  manifeft  what  a  divine  and  gltiri* 
<iufi  High  pn^il  he  hi*  i«  that  hi  a  Father  faM  to  him*  Thou  art  my  <£«*,  to-day 
k*LTt  j  begotten  theey  and  thou  art  a  Priejt  far  ever  after  the  order  of  MeUhifedec , 
Though  he  was  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  yet,  adorable  condcfccnfion  I  how  free* 
If  did  he  acetpt  the  call  to  office- work,  and  experimentally  learn  obedience  by  his 
fuJferings  unto  death  I  But,  alas*  how  often  are  profelling  believers  therafelves 
too  little  apprehensive  of  the  glories  cfChrili,  as  fhadowed  out  by  MtUbifedec  in 
various  mlbmees*  and  of  the  doctrine  of  righteoufnefc  through  him  J  They  arc 
apt  to  befo  flotliful  and  inattentive  to  them,  that  they  cannot  take  in  juft  fcnti- 
rientsoftbem ;  but  when  for  their  Sanding  and  advantages  In  the  churchy  they 

tiL(£lH  iva^  jimbJy  ht1  (  tu  licrv  fouh  a  df/uk  a/^T/ycwnl  M  tv 

be  able  to  in  ft  reel  others,  they  themfdves  need  to  be  taught  over  again  the  very 
firft  principles  of  Chiiftiamty*  But,  bteffed  be  God,  there  are  provifions  of  all 
forts  in  his  word  for  every  fcite  and  condition  of  his  people;  there  is  milk  for 
babc$,  and  flronj;  mat  fur  thofe  that  are  arrivednt  a  date  of  manhood  in  Chrift, 
Add  are  more  fkilfnl  in  the  word  of  righttoufuefe,  as  by  means  of  frequent  ufev 
and  great' experience,  they  are  confirmed  in  habits  of  knowledge  and  grace*  and 
have  their  fpii  ituai  femes  extreifed  to  difeern  the  difference  between  what  is  good 
and  bad,  and  to  rdiiii  the  one  and  refufe  the  other  How  fhoukl  this  con  fide  rat  ion 
cache  us  to  the  great  eft  diligence,  that  wc  may  not  at  ways  belike  children  inun- 
detftanding;  but  may  live  upon  fiich  fubltme  truths  of  the  gofpd  as  are  foiled  to 
the  hourifhment  of  ftrong  men  in  ChrifH  -■ 


CHAR  VI. 

■  The  apojih  intimates  his  deftgn  of  giving  the  Hebrews  higher  injlruc * 
tions ,  and  excites  them  to  a  greater  proficiency*  than  they  had  yet 
iruule  in  the  doflrinc  of  Chrifl ,  i,  2*  To  enforce  this  upon  them,  he 
deferibes  the  dreadful  nature  and  confequenea^of  apo/lacy  in  the  tnofi 
movi ng JI rainS)  4, — 8-  Sweetly  infinuatts  his  great  fatisfahtion^  as 
to  the  better  fart  of  them,  notwthflanding  what  he  had  been  faying 
about  afofiates,  9,  10*  And  encourages  them  to  perjeverance  in 
faith  and  hoiinefs}  from  the  experience  of  other  ftneere  believers*  and 
from  the  promifa  and  oath  of  God  to  Abrahap],  and  to  all  the  heirs 
sf faivation^  u, — ao* 

TtfcT*  Pa  SAP  HR  A  $E* 

^  vSgthepriiJl  CINCE  lt  ts  unW(>rthy  the  character  of  Chriftians  to 
cipfcso r the  Joe*  ^  be  always  children,  inftead  of  men  inundcrllantl- 
LiiQeofqwil.icr  ing >  (chap.  v-  u, — c 4.)-  let  he  therefore  difmifs,  for 
perfeftion'1;  ”not  ^  Pr^fcnct  what  relates  to  the  firft  principles  of  Chrif- 
Uying  again  the  rianrty,  without  in  lifting  particularly  upon  them,  which, 
feradttbn  of  w-  how  important  foevfer  they  be,  are  like  milk  for  babcs# 
tad1™**,  k3  Vt  1 2*  l3*)  *et  113  proceed  to  tllfcourfe  bf^and 

of  to  embrace  with  holy  care  and  diligence*  thofe  great 

myfterics 
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towards  my  fieri  e$  of  tbe  gofpd*  that  may  bring  us  to  more  ad- 
vanccd  degrees  of  fniri'.ual  ^ncUr  landing,  fiich  as  arc 
lit  t  firing  meaty  ft  for  thofi  that  are  of  full  agc>  (chap, 
t.  14*)  arid,  coin pjr ati v-Iy  fpcaking, /nay  fee  c  illAl  a  per¬ 
fection  in  the  kntnrircl^  ofrh£  fublimer  points  of  faith, 
relating  to  the  jr'ifosi  ami  t*fiices,  and  particularly  to 
the  priefthtod  01  Chrill,  'till  vie  all  come  in  tbe  unit?  of 
the  fait  by  and  of  the  k  wv?  ledge  of  the  Son  ofGody  unto  a 
Perfefl  man*  and  unto  the  mvafire  of  the  fat  are  of  the 
fulnefs  of  Chrlfy  (Ephcf*  iy.  13O  I  therefore  decline  in* 
fi/ling  on  frf  principles^  that  we  who  preach,  and  ye 
who  hear,  may  not  aUvaisb^  laying  the  fountlj^ionj  aiul 
flop  there,  without  building  upon  it :  The  principles  I 
mean  are  fuch  as  thefe  *  :  One  is  the  doctrine  of  cvai 2+ 
gdical  repentance*  which  confifls  in  a  thoroughTenfe^f 
the  evil  of  fin,  as  committed  »gam(l~God  y  in  deep-hu* 
miliathn  and  grief  of  foul  for  it,  and  utter  ik-t  citation 
of  it  y  and,  under  appr^henfions  of  the  mercy  of  Gc«T 
ihrough  Cfirjft,  in  turning  to  him  from  ali  iniquities;, 
which  may  be  called  dead  works,  as  they  are  pjactifed 
by  thpfe  that  are  dead  in  trefpaifcs  and  fins,  and  as  they 

dcfcrve 


NOTE, 


■  It  is  extremely  difficult,  aod  expositors 
art  much  at  i  lof>  to  determine  ihc  icpte  of 
Di*  and  the  following  glides*  to  the  end 
of  the  fecund  verfc,  which  art  here  called 
“  ibf  principle*  of  the  dofWne  ot  Cfcntt, 
**  end  the  foundation  of  repentance,'1  to, 
Eumc  under  (land  rhetn  to  mem  ibcftrjt  £W</- 
v}ki  of  Ckrijfittnbtji  and  oiiwrfj  the  ptinci- 
r  cs  fj nJaifn,  as  contained  in  IhttloQrine 
of  the  Old  Tcftamrut,  and  partionttrly  of 
thcccrcroonU  few,  which  a  fleulowy 
rcprcfcuut  on  t>f  Chrift,  and  laid  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  jiiHer  dtfcovcric*  that  were  to  he 
cade  of  him  under  the  gofpd-d  fpenfjiion. 
tut,  after  the  ctofdl  inquiry  I  have  been 
able  to  make,  they  that  go  into  the  U/f  of 
theft  ways  of  interpreting  ail  theft  pafl  -gi's 
appear  to  me,  either  to  pot  too  great  4  forw 
iijjoo  fowcaf  them  ;  or  etft  to  make  fbme 
tno  co-iae&Jit  with  others  of  them ;  and  they 
irat  dioft  the  frfi  way  of  interpreting  them, 
teem  to  be  enicedhifdy  pulled  how  tn  ac- 
cennt  for  t(  the  d^Hnc  of  baptifus,  aod  of 
*'  Hying  on  of  hands*’  «s  belonging  to  the 
frfl  friariflts  u f  Cbritt Unity.  A«d  i  oen, 
that  l  cannot  mezi  wi  b  fitt-bAtou  from  arty 
author,  in  either  of  thefe  wap  of  hicrnre^ 
Utioii;  bccaufec  tch  fide  is  apparently  pic(f* 
«1  witli  great,  and  to  me  infupn\ilifcr  Jiffi- 
Cities,  in  thrir  rcfpi^tve  ways  of  account' 
inj  lor  ffll  the  pariictdart  here  me*  tinned, 
vhich  may  Le  fc;n  in  Pool's  Syuopfis,  firo- 
tins*  Oirm,  Hammond,  Pierce,  and  others, 
:ud  ahicb  rajier  b;  wilder  than  iulhVKl  me. 


Cur*  in  my  huntlde  oprn'on,  we  may  avoid 
many  dh'ieaLus,  and  licci  a  much  clearer 
COurte  between  I  he  l  *0  former,  it  uc  confi¬ 
de  r  the  u  daflrioc  .*f  tinpttfmi,  and  hying  uti 
u  of  handi,”  a$  a  pjivn  hi-fis,  rrferdop  to 
u  Jcvvifb  waging?,  ahj/  Spying  hinds  u«  the 
*'  ItLMfb  r*f  theij'  i rtcc,sF’,J  the  doJtrhics  of 
which  li  es  were,  *•  KLo;»t-otauce  tnnw  d„'£d 
**  wortsT  and  fahh  jouard  CJotl ;«  er..l  if 
we  erKi^ider . u  rcpenUinee  ffmn  dta^  u\n-k% 
J'lirh  toward  G -^1,  the  reiutrf^o’i  of 
**  H^d,  flj  J:1  US  tl**  liift 

rudimcni.t  of  Oirilfu  ii^y  j  aijd  t'tc  |/>w- 
ifi  vwpfingti  and  on  ct  LwUj  ai e  to 

lie  co n iidt-red ,  no^  ns  1 1  if i « *  t  ( * H r kri n \ &  j r= n w 
the  nil,  bi:t  as  li^iirjca'iw',  irnl-r  the  Mi  - 
liic  Uw,  of  the  repen  *  i-illL'v  «od  in\*U  juft  In- 
fore  ine*i;iooc.|,  A,vi  v  i;o^lyt  it  is  fo  l  e 
ohfej'vetl,  ti^at  ijuj'ie-x  Itie  Joffrines  of  »r^ 
p  an  d  JV‘  fh  e  t  u  l  i£o  I ,  ycl  ( i  1C  xw  n  4 

ffctfrjiii  U  no;  pvefucii  to  them  i*i  rhe  Green, 
but  only  t » and  t#y*;g  ft  a  of  h  -i  it  i*'| 
which  leads  iw  tn  think  Evtt  they  were  iha 
A o{\ rirtej  taught  by  fvjfe  n:vcmt»njes  i  iind 
then  the  priori plt>  thcn\^!\^s  w‘li  r.nt 
J?v>  as  iliey  aic  cOai,no^i/  rc^L  fi*:: 
only  4/W,  width  arc  very  propcH*  fjic^ilk'l 
phiu  a^d  fimJ  sm^iri  il  |i  i';eip[ih.i  of 
Chrtdhn  rd*gknr,  Ti’ds,  if  1  a:n  nt>t  mtivdi 
pdftjkCii,  g:»'cs  ns  a  mpa  wly  A:t  1  cohriilcnt 
v\e*  *»f  trtvft  vnrfVs  thau  any  tiiiug  r!u:  li*s. 
orrunvd  to  me,  rh!;u  ia  jezdi:)^  cr  uiwk. 
upon 
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%  Of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Iraplifms, 
and  of  laying  on 
of  hand*,  and  of 

Tcfttredion  of 
I  he  dead,  a;id  of 
eiernaJ 


deferve,  tend  to,  and  entail,  not  only  temporal  death, 
but  alfo  the  dellrn£tion  of  the  fouls  of  thofe  that  are 
tinder  their  guilt  and  power,  and  will  certainly  iffue  in 
it,  (which  is  the  fecond  death,)  unlefs  repented  of  and 
graciuufly  pardoned.  And  another  of  thefe  principles 
is  the  dodlrine  of  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefu* 
Chr iff,  and  toward  God  through  him,  (ASis  ix.  21.) 
which  is  infeparably  conne£ted  with  true  repentance, 
and  confifts  in  a  firm  belief  of  God's  being  and  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  in  an  humble  truft  in  him,  according  to  gof- 
pel-difcoveries  of  divine  grace  for  the  remiflion  of  Qns 
thro*  Jefus  Chrift,  as  an  accomplithmentof  ancient  pro- 
tnifes,  types,  and  predictions  of  him. 

2  (Tfctfe  /tua  principles  of  Chriftiamty  were  fignified 
by  various  v/ajbings  under  the  ceremonial  law,  {chap. 
ix.  10.)  which  held  forth  the  doff rine  of  purification, 
and  were  preligurative  of  the  cleanfirig  virtue  of  the 
blood  and  fpirit  of  Chrift;  and  were  further  fignified  by 
the  laying  of  the  hands  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  heads  of  the  facrtftces,  and  particularly  in 
the  great  day  of  atonement,  {Lev.  xvi-  21,  23,  29,  30.) 
which  was  attended  with  penitent  confeflions  of  fin,  amt 
directed  the  faith  of  If  rail  co  the  truly  proper  and  effec¬ 
tually  atoning  facrifiw  of  Jefus  our  High  Priefl;)  And 
be  Tides  thde,  there  are  two  other  firft  principles,  that 
are  motives  to  this  faith  and  repentance,  namely,  the 
fundamental  do£lrine  of  * the  rcfvrreclitm  of  the  bodies 
both  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  one  to  everlafting 
Ufa,  and  the  other  to  Jhame  and  evfrlafting  contempt , 
(Daniel  xii.  2.)  which  is  fully  confirmed,  and  further 
cleared  up  by  the  goffd-revelation,  in  which  our  Lord 
himfrlf  has  plainly  told  us.  All  that  are  in  their  graves 
hear  his  voice,  and  come  forth ;  thy  that  have  done 
good*  unfa  the  refurreflion  of  Life ;  and  they  that  have 
done  evil ,  unto  the  refiirrehlion  of  damnation,  (John  v, 
a3,  29.)  and  this  leads  us  to  the  great  article  of  the  aw¬ 
ful  and  final  judgment,  that  (hall  enfue  upon  the  refur- 
rection  of  all  mankind,  who  rauft  appear  before  the 
judgment  fifat  of  Chrift,  (Rom.  xiv.  fo,  \ I ,  and  %  Cor. 
v.  10  )  and  that  will  determine  their  ftate  of  happinefs 
or  mifery  for  ail  eterniry,  #  as  the  -u ticked  jball  go  away 
into  everlajiing  punifbtnent ,  and  the  righteous  into  life 
eternal r  (Mat.  xxv.  34, — 46.) 

3  And 

VOTE. 


*  Tfcoiyrh  ihe  judfmtat  itfc’F  will  be  d:f-  .have*4  attained  eternal  redemption  for  u 
ratrhed  in  a  rertsln  limit  of  time,  it  may  be  though  the  prire  of  it  paid  at' 
oiled  eterngf  «ri*h  refpeft  io  itf  **  when  he  appeared  to  put  awuy  fin  by  she 

Heine  inevrr/itily  tfccifivc  .without  apjKiaf*  ■*  facrifccof  hiKileif,”  (chap*  ix,  U,  *5.) 

a;id  Ut  Itf  tUrwl  dkcls,  «  Cbrtft  U  fe:d  to 
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3  Ami  tb*f  wilt  j  And  as  ye  Hits  been  fulficiemly  t  a  tight  rhcfeim- 

venTt.  *f  Pwt3nl  dotfc^ines,  and  ought  never  to  forget  them*  but 

ferioufly  refl&<3  upon  them,  all  your  days,  and  will  do 
fo,  unlefs  it  be  your  awn  fault  rhro’  ftupidtty  and  doth, 
(chap.  v.  1 1.)  1  (ball  pads  them  by,  -  and  purfue  my  de> 
fign  Of  leading  you  hereafter,  {chap,  -vii,)  to  the  fltll  fu* 
Wiener  parts  of  the  gofpel,  relating  to  Chrift  and  his 
pitefthood,  to  prevent  your  apoftat&sng  from  him,  if 
God  (hall  favour  roe  with  the  continuance  of  life,  (James 
iv.  ij.)  and  of  gracious  aQiftances,  and  ftull  give  me 
opportunity  of  tnmfmitEing  this  epiftle  before  it  be  too 
late :  And  fbould  it  be  too  late  for  any  of  you,  dread) ol 
'  would  your  cafe  be  indeed, 

4  Vor  ith  in-  4  For  the  ftate  of  thofe  profeflofs  of  Chrifiianity,  that 
poffibtefiw  thoft  nirn  utter  apoftates  •,  is  real! y  defpc rate,  pall  all  hope 

of  their  being  ever  reclaimed  by  any  means  whltfocver, 
'have  who  have  been  once  fo  far  illuminated  in  their  minds  f, 

by 

M  O  T  Pv 


*  Various  arc  the  fcntirtiefits  of  expo!*' 
tow  on  the  dcfcrijt'rw  .ekarafiers  of  tlw  pf> 
iitM  intended  in  riiia  and  the  MKt  itrfc;  ami 
u  is  iK>t  very  caff  M  kttf  the  ideas  diilirnft 
that  are  defigntd  to  be  conveyed,  particular¬ 
ly,  by  ihrir  having  c(  tafUd  the  hemr*fy 
«  gift,  been  made  partners  of  the  Holy 
"  Gboft,  and  the  power*  of  the  world  to 
K  come.**  Bo:  at  1  take  rhcoi  all  to  rrluc  to 
the  extraordinary  di  (pen  Cation,  and  mirccij* 
boa  gifts  of  the  IiHy  Ghoft  in  the  apofllt/s 
day*,  I  hive  endcaroured  to  give  foeh  on  ac¬ 
count  of  then)  as  I  apprehend  to  be  moft 
probable*  and  kail  hi  teetering  one  with  aro- 
tiur.  And  that  nnne  of  them  fijjntfjr  any  * 
fpecfcd  and  laving  operation  of  the  Spirit*  vs 
wry  trident  to  me;  bccaufe  hue  U  no  men* 
lion  made  of  Jaffbt  hvct  or  tfaj  tfhtr  putt ; 
for  of  hrifotft  oc  tkfawti  nor  of  any  of 
the  bkfftm't  flf  fotrJitfiQit  t  ami  tlie  apoftlt 
feceu  CJi'tfolIv  to  keep  to  the  wotH 
to  etprcls  wfiat  experience  they  had  of  the 
gofpd,  aM  of  the  difpenliiioo,  %x f«,  and 
powers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft*  to  intimate  ihit 
they  bod  £>  much  knowledge  and  talk  of 
thorite  thing*  as  werefniGciciu  to  enable  them 
to  make  3.  fair  trial  of  them,  though  they 
did  not  (o  frr  relUh  and  approve  or  them, 
open  the  nisi,  a$  cordially  to  receive*  and 
feed  by  faith  upon  them*  and  digeti  them 
tothrir  ipirijuatnourHhflacwt  t  hue  were,  af¬ 
ter  all,  like  barren  gramJ,  on  which  the 
tain  often  ciimc^,  and  yet  bon  nothing  but 
«  briars  atnl  thorny"  in  ditlinflioo  from 
that  good  ground  which  <l  bring*  forth 
*•  herb*/’  vcr„  t,  a,  and  irnt  krfrtvin  are 
(tiltinjailhd  frmft  llirin,  as  ptribni  of  whom 
the  apoltit  “  was  perfoukd  better  thirds* 


“  even  iMnft  tfca!  accompany  frlvation/1 

Sod  whom  be  rtcieribes  Sy  thrir “  w*rh  and 
u  labour  of  love/'  which- God,  in  his  riflh* 
teonfntfr,  nr  fairhfcitaefs  ti>  his  covc^airt, 
**  wwrU  not  forget/1  ver,  pr  10,  sr»J  ho 
(peaks  of  the  4litnmutaM&y  of  his  c<nrn- 
**  iel/h  with  to  rK>  Mrarion,  ver, 

iy,  iB,  15.  Sot'tf^  There  can  le  no  argu¬ 
ment  drawn  hum  hcr.ee  lur  friilitg  from 
grace,  there  being  ro  appearance  of  **  *1  :y 
"  one  ijxrid  p^rait1’  in  tfruie  ptr&ns  : 
is  there  any  grousd  fpr  the  diiitvls  xhet 
"T  gr4t'icin&  fouls  have  hetn  thiowii  into* 
from  a  mHiindcrflundhif:  uf  tbefe 
M  If,  00  Hcmuntof  their  hwACSdinfl*  and 
ItiVw  falls  intn  one  or  ani/thcr  fin,  it  were 
impoflUr  for  w  he  renewed 
unce  :  lTof  the  npofrlc  hcr^fjK^ksof  /t^ly 
utter  that  r.evcr  f'ad  tiie  truth  c-’f 

grace  En  tht-  ots-n  foul?,  and  Ml  aivay  Ifisw 
the  pjofellijn  nf  UhiiflUni:}'*  ziicv  they  ha  l 
eniCted  upon  it,  utul  had  rtciwed  ihe  ftre^t- 
cfl  advan;a^ci  in  ih?  naunc  of  mcai^s 
could  he  imagined,  orcvr.r  Lbr?uld  he  athn ti¬ 
ed*  cvea  hy  minruh>us  operations  ot  the 
Spirit,  cno^  L;ienx  to  omiiiiur  (It Jfsil 
in  it ;  and  fo  rh.ry  to  have  approach*::! 
vctj  ncir  h\  ii  V'l  b«n  gtritry  of 

the  ft#  agMxjl  tbt  thi)  Ginfi*  (Scu  the  iwui 
on  Mat.  3.U.  31.  and  i  joim  v;  ) 
t  Snrao  iuppofc  that  asth:  witd, 

$ h«ve  remlrred  n'Ji  o:!^-n 

nfed  by  the  anciciusi  with  icia  Um  ro  IstfUjf^ 
the  a^>ofllc  tmnjtt  tbem  »m)  Wv.n 

£  ill  it  litres  nnt  apjicur  ihat  this  u«nl 
wasrvvr  uic4  in  that  until  s 

lavsiid  i^r  third  ten  «ry  !iy  j  id  tin  Mirtj*, 
(dUl.lf^  ardC^c^Akx^orii.d?,  (bT»,  i- 


Ch.  v’u 
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have  taftcl  of 
tiit;  itca veil iy  gift, 
and  wav  m<urc 
pjjnkf  i  of  the 
lloly  Gholi. 


J  An4 

t  a  fret]  die  good 
WiiriloffSoti.a  ;,H 
ii»c  pou-ers  rhe 
%orld  to  conic  i 


6  If  they  lhn£t 
f  Al  aiv^y.  to  re¬ 
new  thern 
umo  rcpmtintr ; 

litev  rrMCi’- 
fv  to  thanfeEves 
the  ritm  o f  God 
j.frcrh*  and  put 
to  so  y;jcn 
fliiiuc* 


by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  common,  or, 
at  mo  ft,  miraculous  operations  of  the  Spirit,  as  do£hi- 
na!!y  to  receive  the  knowledge  of  the  truth)  (chap*  s.  26.)  j 
and  that  have  made  feme  experiment,  and  had  feme 
re!ifli  of  rlw  (lifpenfation  of  grace,  fet  up  by  the  gofpei, 
under  the  conduct  and  infpirution  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  is  by  way  uf  eminence  the  gift  of  God ,  and  that 
with  a  particular  regard  to  his  miraculous  operations) 
(A;:ls  viii,  20,)  and  is  fent  down  from  heaven  by  the 
exalted  Head  and  Saviour,  ASis  ii*  33.  and  1  Peter  i.  1 2*)i 
and  hav£  been  made  partakers  of  the  miraculous gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghnffe  ftich  as  prophecy*  difeerning  of  Spi¬ 
rits*  feveral  kinds  of  tongues  and  interpretation  of 
tongues*  (1  Cor*  xti*  to.) 

5  Ant)  have  feen  fuch  divine  credentials  of  the  word 
of  God,  as  carried  convidion  to  their  confciencctf  of  its 
Truth  and  goodnefs,  and  ^give  them  feme  tafleof  its  ex¬ 
cellency,  which  {truck  their  a(Fc£tions  with  fuch  a  fort 
of  pleasure,  as  our  Jjord  deferibes  in  the  flony  ground 
hearers,  that  received  the  good  feed  of  the  word  vsithjoj 
for  a  while *  but  had  ?:o  root  in  themfehes*  (Mat.  xiii.  20, 
21.}  nr  asthnfe  felt  that  attended  on  John  the  BaptifP% 
minifby,  who  for  a  feafon  rejoiced  in  his  light*  (John  v* 
3 y.)j  and  have  rifled  the  wonderful  powers  that  were 
exened  in  producing  other  miracles  9  over  and  above, 
and  as  diftingmfhcd  from,  the  fore  men:  feued  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor*  xii*  10,}  fuch  as 
healing  the  fick,  andraifmg  the  dead,  that  were  wrought 
in  confirmation  of  the  gofpel,  which,  as  the  lafl  difpen- 
fatioiMhar  was  to  fecceed  thofe  that  were  before  the  law, 
and  under  the  law,  has  been  ufually  called  by  the  Jewsp 
and  has  been  already  fpoken  of  in  this  epiflle,  as  the 
xe:r/d  to  come.  (Chap.  ii,  £.) 

6  If  i\*  1  as  ihefe  ftull  fin  wilfully,  {chap,  x.  26*)  fe 
as  to  apoltaiize  from  Chrifl  to  Mofes*  and  from  the  pro- 
feflion  of  the  gofpei  to  judaifm*  they  refolutely  reject  the 
only  remedy  for  their  recovery  ;  and  are  fo  righteoufly 
given  up  ot'  G^d  to  a  defperate  and  voluntarily  contrac¬ 
ted  blutd cv-fs  and  hardnefs  of  their  own  hearts,  that 
there  is  r.o  room  left  for  any  expiation  of  the  lead 
pofTibility,  by  any  means  whaifoever,  of  their  being  fo 
effectually  renewed  and  changed  in  the  temper  of  their 
minds  and  hearts,  as  to  recover  them  to  a  yufl  fenfe  of 

their 


NOTE. 

cap,  4.)  nor  J=>  we  fin4  any  Aj ch  fepifica*  (lit  ipnM%  of  t^cfc'H.brcw^  b.tvinj{  beta  //- 
lion  of  it  in  a!J  the  ticiv  'l\’[Ur*K>nf,  where  as  a  term  of  the  lame  import  wUh 

ir  cnidktnlty  rel:<l*s  to  the or  their  "  having  received  the  knowledge  of 

uhnrel'W  rhe  U  enlightened,  acid  par-  **  the  truth, 10  (chap,  x  16,31*) 
l:c  -fcsriy  in  that  pLtc,  where  the  apo* 


Ch.  vl, 


T  Forthc  earth 
rl:ifh  JriiikeHi 
the  rain  tint 
oi.-ncih  ofr  up nn 
and  hr^ngeth 
frjrih  herbs  meet 
forthem  bywh^n 
it  is  drtflert,  rc* 
crivcih  bk-illng 
tram  God : 


S  But  that 
*!i  \ch  bedtcLb 

thorns  and  briers 
if  rcj;Ocd,  ^iid  H 
ni^h 
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their  crimes,  and  Oncere  repentance  to  the  faring  of 
their  fouls;  becaufe  they,  in  effect,  approve  of  the 
wickedjiefs  of  the  Jews  in  crucifying  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  and  (hew  th?.t  they  themfcWes  would  put  him  to 
the  ignominious  ami  painful  death  of  the  crufs  over  a- 
gain,  as  an  impoflor,  had  they  opportunity  for  it ;  they 
alfo  perieeme  hi  in  again  iahis  members  ;  and  they  ex- 
pofe  hi*  character  to  tht  viJeft  reproach,  by  renouncing 
him  and  their  profs  (lion  of  him,  as  though  he  really 
had  been  as  infamous  a  perfon  as  his  crucificrs  pre¬ 
tended,  and  were  not  fit  to  be  milled  in,  adhered  to, 
or  acknowledged  as  a  divine  perfon,  or  as  the  true  Mef- 
fiati ;  and  as  though,  after  trial,  they  had  found  that 
there  is  neither  truth  nqr  goodnefs  in  him,  or  in  his 
gofpel ;  and  fo  they  moft  perverfely  Ihut  themfejy.tsoiit- 
from  all  the  benefit  of  his  crucifixion,  and  c  a  trie  his  glo¬ 
rious  name  to  be  blafpheuietJ  in  the  world* 

7  For,  to  (how  the  difference  between  true  believers 

and  thofe  that  are  only  partakers  of  the  illuminations 
and  miraculous  operations  of  the  Spirit,  by  a  fimilitude 
taken  from  a  fruitful  and  barren  foil,  true  believers  are 
like^w/  ground^  (Mat*  xiiL  23.)  which  receives  good 
feed,  and  is  (baked  with,  and  drinks  in  the  rain  that 
often  defeends  upon  it  in  feafonable  (bowers,  as  the 
word,  or  din  antes  and  influences  of  the  Spirit  do  upon 
the  hearts  of  believers,  to  make  them  fruitful:  And  as, 
in  conlequence  hereof,  this  fort  of  earth,  being  thus 
kindly  impregnated,  brings  forth  graft  and  corn, 

flowers,  and  all  ufefol  herb;,  that  ate  pleating  and  pro¬ 
fitable  to  thofe,  by  and  for  whom  it  is  tilled  and  culti¬ 
vated,  it  is  evidently  bleJTed  of  God,  as  the  author  of  all 
its  increafe,  and  he  will  fliil  further  command  the  blcf- 
fljng  upon  it,  even  as  he  did  upon  the  whole  earth  in 
its  original  (late,  (Gen,  i*  11,290*  fo  true  believers, 
bang  renewed  by  grace,  bring  forth  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nets,  that  arc  by  Jefus  Chrift  acceptable  to  God,  and 
for  his  praife  and  glory,  ( PbiL  i*  1 1*)  and  are  manifeftly 
under  bis-  fpecul  bleffing,  who  gives  their  increafe, 
(1  ten  ili,  7,)  and  he  will  further  own  and  blefs  them, 
that  they  may  bring  forth  more  fruits  of  faith,  love, 
hoHnefe,  and  obedience,  yea,  all  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit, 
in  their  hearts  and  lives;  and  will  preferve  them  to  his 
heavenly  kingdom ;  and  fo  command  the  blefling  upon 
them,  evert  life  for  evermore *  (Pfah  cxxxui*  3*) 

8  But  on  the  contrary,  thofe  profelTors  of  Chrift 
that  partake  only  of  the  foremcncioned  illuminations, 
external  means  and  advantages,  without  the  truth  of 
grace  in  tbrir  hearts,  naturally  produce  nothing  but 

unbelief. 


3U 

unfociirfin^ 

Tf  i'  I  it  to 

be  burned. 
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p  Bui,  Moved, 
we  arc  peri  bailed 
better  things  of 
you,  and  tilings 
That  accompany 
Ratios,  though 
ww  thus  fpcafc. 


to  For  God  is 
not  unrighteous, 
tr  forget  your 
work  and  labour 
of  love,  iihich  ye 
luve  fhe*ed  to- 
srard $  hit  name, 
in 


unbelief,  impenitence  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  every 
kind  of  unfruitful  work  of  darknefs;  and  To  arc  like  the 
ground*  which  God  curfed  after,  and  on  account  of  the 
fall  of  man,  (Gen*  iii.  17,  18.)  and  which,  notwith- 
ftandiug  all  the  rain  that  falls  upon  it,  brings  forth,  in* 
ftcad  of  plcafaut  and  ufeful  fruir,  nothing  but  briers  and 
thonw,  which*are  offenGve,  unprofitable,  and  injurious 
to  the  owner,  and  therefore,  upon  rrial,  is  {*****?■-*) 
difipproved  of  by  him  that  manures  it,  even  as  thofc 
grievous  revokers  were  by  the  Lord,  who  fpoke  of 
them  as  reprobate  filvert  becaufe  be  had  rejected  them  : 
(Jer,  vi.  19,  33*)  And  all  fuch  barren  apoftateprofeflbrs 
arc  in  the  neareft  danger  of  falling  under  an  execution 
of  the  curfe  of  God  upon  them;  and  their  final  iffue 
is  ro  be  burned  up, like  briers  and  thorns,  (If*  xxyii-  4.) 
and  like  chaff,  when  feparared  from  the  whe*t,  wi:h 
unquenchable  fire,  (Mai*  iii*  12.)  to  their  eternal 
dcftrutlinn,  as  this  earth  itfelf  (hall  be  at  the  laU  day. 
(2  Pvt.  iii,  jo,) 

9  Bur  as  to  the  better  part  of  you,  my  dear  brethren, 

whom  I  look  upon  and  love,  as  beloved  of  Godj  and  as 
fmcere,  believers,  I  am  very  confident,  that  ye  arc  fa¬ 
voured  with  much  more  excellent  bl effing s  than  the 
apoftates  before-mentioned  ever  have  been  partakers  of; 
and  that  your  end  (lull  be  better  than  theirs,  (ver.  7. 
8-)  as  ye  are  enriched  with  the  bleflnigs  of  fpccul 
grace,  in  the  renovation  of  your  nature,  the  forgivenefs 
of  (in 3,  jufti fixation  and  adoption,  with  other  di (tin gtii th¬ 
ing  benefits,  that  contain  in  them,  ftandc<mne£led  with, 
and  (halt  certainly  iffue  in  the  eternal  falvation  of  your 
fools  *  though  for  your  caution,  and 

for  the  terror  of  falfc  profcffbrs,  I  have  fpoke  fo  fre*  ty 
of  the  danger  of  apoltatifing  from  the  profcfuon  of  Chrifl, 
after  an  enjoy-nent  of  fuch  high  privileges  as  Inyc  been 
conferred  upon  them,  according  to  what  tus  been  faU 
about  them*  (vert  4^  5,) 

10  This  my  firm  perfuafion  concerning  you  is  built 
upon  the  moll  folid  grounds:  It  rclb  upon  the  (lability 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  ( ver .  17,  18*)  and  the  evident 
tokens  of  your  faying  imereti  in  it  r  For  as  God  is 
truth  itfelf,  we  may  depend  upon  it,  that  he  neither  1?, 
nor  ever  will  be  *  unfaithful  to  his  own  cverJafling  co¬ 
venant  ^ 

T  E. 

red  ce  to  the  fniihfuhitfi  bf  ‘GjJ  in  fuHiHirg 
his  iuw*covniam  pr^mifu;  And  ye*  he 
may  Ik:  laid  fo  be  therein  juft  to  the  merit  of 
his  Son  as  the  prmni&il  blcd::ig£  *r; 
tbe  purchai  of  his  Lbod,  Rom.  iii. 


N  0 

*  Unrivkteous  (runtimes  lignihes 

ttMfailbfttJl  iul  is  ufd  i:i  to 

(mt)  Ldi  *ri,  10*  and 
eofiffi  (land*  oppoted  to  truths  Rnm.  ii^8. 
add  this  U  the  fenfc  in  which  i\  Teems  to  he 
me fl  immediately  intended  here,  +kh  rtf*- 


a  vi. 

in  that  yc  have 
minified  ro  the 
fjinT;vanddo  os:- 
*iihr. 


h  And  wedc* 
fotthatever  y  one 
of  ynu  do 
tic  fame  dill* 
pace,  to  the  full 
alliance  of  hope 
mo  the  cud: 


xx  That  ye  be 
jar  JloibFul,  but 
ulEuwcrs  of  th:m 
uliothrnudt  fii'h 
and  puintce  itt- 
krit  tbc  pro* 
nilb. 
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venant*  which  is  ordered  in  all  things ,  and  fare,  (a  Sam. 
xxiii.  5.)  or  that,  in  violation  of  his  promires  of  graci¬ 
ous  rewards,  any  more  chan  in  unrighteoufnefs  to  the 
merit  of  his  Son,  He  wilt  be  unmindful  of  your  work 
of  faith*  and  labour  of  love*  (1  Thefl'.  i.  3,)  or  of  that 
effectual  and  operative  faith,  which  he  has  wrought  in 
you,  and  which  hath  produced  a  fincere  and  laborious 
love,  as  the  principle  of  all  holy  obedience,  according 
to  what  ye  have  abundantly  manifefted,  in  your  religi¬ 
ous  regard  to  his  great  and  bit  (ted  name  ;  in  your  re¬ 
verential  fuhje&ton  to  his  authority  and  commands; 
and  in  your  ferious  concern  for  his  honour  and  glory, 
in  that,  as  in  many  other  jjnlfcmces,  fo  particularly  in 
thefe  days  of  peril  and  reproach,  ye  have  cheerfully  and 
diligentlyatrended  10  the  various  duties  of  companion, 
temlernefs,  and  alii  fiance,  counfel,  and  liberality,  to  his 
poor,  defpifed,and  afHitlcd  faints  for  his  fake  ;  and  flit! 
pcrfjft  in  all  the  offices  of  love  and  kindnefs  to  them, 
on  account  of  their  peculiar  relation,  and  holy  confor¬ 
mity  to  him,  as  they  bear  his  name  and  image. 

1 1  .Hut,  (*<)  knowing  that  end  and  means  are  con¬ 
nected  in  his  gracious  fettlementj  I  cannot  but  earneA- 
ly  defire,  beg  of  God,  and  intreat  you  to  labour  in  his 
Arength,  that,  not  only  fome,  hut  all  and  every  one  of 
you  may  mamfeftly  abound,  and  perfevere  in  the  fame 
diligent  care,  Andy  and  endeavour,  as  many  of  yon 
hare  already  fhowtt,  in  bringing  forth  the  genuine 
fruits  of  faith  and  love  ;  and  that  ye  may  do  this  con- 
flantly,  with  growing  improvement,  till  by  thefe 
means,  and  the  bleffingof  God  upon  them,  ye,  like  a 
fliip  that  is  carried  to  its  port  with  full  fails,  (*■>*?»?«/«») 
fhall  arrive  at  the  fulled  fatis fact  ion,  as  to  your  own 
hope  of  intermit  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  promifes  of  eter¬ 
nal  life,  that  it  is  well-grounded,  and  Ihall  never  be 
difappoitited;  and  till  ye  (hall  have  this  abundant  afTu* 
ranee  of  faith  and  hope,  not  only  notv  and  then,  but 
with  continuance  through  all  your  days  and  ChriAian 
courfe  upon  earth,  at  the  clofe  of  which  ye  fhall  receive 
the  end  of  your  faith,  even  the  filvation  of  yourjjflils. 
(t  Per.  i.  9.) 

12  In  order  hereunto,  my  heart’s  defire  and  prayer 

is,  that  ye  m:.y  not  indulge  to  eafe  and  floth,  by  being 
carelefs,  indolent  or  negligent  in  the  ufe  of  the  means 
of  grace,  or  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  your  holy  pro- 
felTion ;  but  may  be  imitators,  and  fo  tread 

in  the  fteps  of  thofe  believers  in  this  and  the  former 
ages  that  have  gone  before  you ;  and  may  make  tbs 
fecit  of  your  way  after  them ;  ye  having  as  much  en¬ 
couragement 
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courage  men  t  hereunto,  as  rhey  themfclves  had,  who 
through  faith  in  the  prom  its,  and  through  a  patient 
expectation  of  their  accomplishments  in  cl ue  feafon,  and 
who  poffcfitng  their  own  fouls  with  patience  in  the 
mean  while,  under  thtir  various  trials,  are  now  got 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  troubles  and  danger,  and  are  in 
poilUhon  of  the  heavenly  inheritance,  which  God  had 
promifed  them,  and  which  ye  in  the  fame  way  Dial!, 
thro*  grace,  be  like  wife  made  partakers  of  *. 
n  For  vhtn  *3  And,  for  the  further  encouragement  of  your 
God  maJtf  pro-  hope,  and  perfeve  ranee  in  faith  and  patience  to  the  end, 
tan  betaufe  ta  ought  to  con fid er  how  punctually  faithful  and  true 
raid  fwear  hj  God  **  in  perfprming  his  promifee,  and  how  gracoufly 
no  greawT,  he  he  has  condeicended  to.gire  us  the  utmoft  atTurancc  of 
twirc  by  bimieLf.  it :  For  to  inliance  in  the  great  leading  promife,  cm 
the  fulfilling  of  which  all  the  reft  of  the  promifed 
bfcflmgs  of  the  new  covenant  depend,  When  God  was 
plcafed  to  give  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  the 
faftly  important  promife  of  an  innumerable  offspring, 
from  which  the  Mcfliah  htmfcif  fliouU  defeend,  in 
whom  all  nation*  of  the  earth  Jbculd  be  bicjfed ,  Gen.  x*ii. 
1 6,  17.)  he  confirmed  it  by  an  oath,  (wr*  17.)  to  give 
him  the  ftrongeft  evidence  tbit  it  fhouU  certainly 
take  effort  \  and  becaiife  there  was  no  God  above  him, 
or  no  being  fupeuor  to  himfelf,  to  whom  he  could  appeal 
for  the  truth  of  what  he  faid,  as  we  do  to  kirn  in  our 


folemn  oaths,  as  to  one  infinitely  greater  than  our* 
fdves,  he  applied  to  his  own  being  and  perfections,  and 
as  it  were  pawned  them  for  the  truth  and  performance 
of  his  promifr,  infemuch  that  he  would  as  foon  ceafe 
to  as  break  it. 


H  O  T  E. 


14  Say* 


*  By1'  them,  wltothronf'h  faith  and  p&* 
”  tiencc  the  promifts/’  is  gcniraily 

uariertiood  to  be  meant  the  ratriarrhs  of 
old,  (iiat  inherit  cicn:al  life ;  But  as  it  is  lai d 
of  them,  dupt  xL  i^  u  theft  sll  dkd  in 
“  faith,  not  having  rcAriveJ  dir 
Others  hive  thought  that  thr  Gentiles,  who 
had  already  believed.  arid  were  partaken  of 
the  pljMmfes  are  hece  iuteiaded.  (Sea  Mr 
Pierceon  the  piuc.  Htwcvcr,  1  think  that 
jdfage  miy  be  ufi|r  under  flood  iifa 
very  oonliCtent  with  a  foppofitton,  that  the 
Fatnarcbs  arc  lure  referred  to:  Fur  though 
they  did  not  lAtully  itvdvc  the  accoTnphfti- 
meat  of  the  pvaroitts  of  the  and 

the  hleffingj  of  the  gofrd  tire  upon  e^v-h, 
vhkh  are  there  Rfcrrd  t',  tb;y  <iij  receive 
ibe  pmitifo  of  thedrrud  hi  hee- 

ven*  which  ftem  to  he  lien  moll  immediate* 
ty  intended,  os  the  upfhot  of  all  the  pro- 
oiiics  of  the  coy  cairn  cf  g^i:c :  there- 


lure.  If  the  apnflJo  bad  any  vie'*  to  ita  be- 
lievng  Gattiks*  there  is  n*vd  (j  iv:*::- 
dcr  it  zitxcfvjij-c  of  the  talk Patriarch?; 
And  jj ibtrUiw  Che  prom' ft*,  litas  afitf- 

ally  pods/ling  the  [hht£*  p^niled  (•* 
though  faith  the  ticniUc?  in- 

herkrng  (he  prilled  bJdliup  of  the  gelpcN 
flatc,  as  the  blcflmg  of  Abiiiham  came  up¬ 
on  them  through  Jet  us  Guilt,  and  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  promiie  cf  the  Spirit  throii/h 
faith,  (GA  lit,  mO  yet  Chnftaxjt  fatiwe 
mult  be  fuppo&d  nrJicr  to  fnllonr  afitr  itair 
poCU-tEcn  of  ihck-j  tb*m  to  £0  btjhrt  it  * 
Accordingly, and/- are  ukully 
ipokcrt  of  i;i  Ikiiplure,  as  preceding*  and  aa 
the  means  of  peifoti*  the  hcavui!y 

tn bcrit&n^c* 3 >  fn  X.  J7,  38.  and  xh. 

ltz*  iTLit&m*  j*  James i,  j,  ^  11.  and  e» 
and  1  Per.  V,  5.  airj  in  o*-t  ctffei:,  vcr.  ij* 
li  i>  fitd,  that  **  iiUv  A  lira:  tarn  H-tH  patirjt- 
u  If  endured,  he  obEjhsed  ihc  i=ro*7uie.'* 


Ch.  vi. 
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14  iUviag’,  ftW' 
bt  bledSnf, 
lilrfi  thtt,  and 
isxJtiplymgJwill 
multiply  the*. 


tj  And  foj  af¬ 
ter  he  had  pa* 
tiently  endured, 
be  obtained  the 
prvflOtft. 


14  Saying,  I  will  abundantly  and  certainly  blefi  thee, 
as  with  arich  varipty  of  the  goad  things  of  this  life," 
fo  efpec rally  with  an  innumerable  poftcrity,  like  the 
ftars  of  heaven,  and  the  fand  on  the  fea-dhore  for  mul¬ 
titude  ;  and  one  of  thy  defcendencs  (hall  be  the  MeiEah 
himfelf,  in  whom  not  only  thy  natural  offspring  a- 
mong  the  Jews,  but  C entile t  alfa  in  every  nation  of 
the  feorld,  even  all  tby  fpimual  children  of  bofh  forts, 
that  walk  in  the  (Ups  of  thy  faith,  (hall  be  bleffed 
with  all  fpuicual  and  heavenly  bkfiings*  {Gen-  xxii. 
16,— 18.) 

15  And  accordingly,  after  Abraham  had  waited  with 
patience  and  hope,  under  the  many  trials  of  bis  faith 
that  he  was  exercifed  with,  God  fulfilled  this  eminent 
promife  in  bleffmg  him,  not  only  with  great  pro&ertty  - 
in  worldly  affairs,  but  more  efpccially  rn  givingntm  a 
fon,  and  multiplying  his  children  while  bclived ;  and 
fo  he  enjoyed  the  promifed  blefling  in  them,  as  a  pledge 
and  earneft  of  all  the  red  that  were  to  be  brought  in 
by  his  mod  glorious  defeendetit,  the  McEah  bimfelf, 
viho/e  day  he  Jaw  with  an  eye  of  faith,  and  was  gUdt 
(John  viii.  56.);  and  when  he  came  to  die,  he  himfelf, 
through  faith  in  the  great  promifed  feed,  obtained  the 
inheritance  of  eternal  life,  [Lithe  xvi.  23.)  which  is  the 
final  ifluc  and  confummation  of  all  the  ptotnifes,  and 

-  which  (hall  be  like  wife  enjoyed  by  all  his  fpiritual  feed, 
through  the  righteoufflefs  of  faith,  (Ram.  hr.  13,  16. 
and  Gal.  tii.  18,  22.)  after  they,  like  him,  fhall  have 
run  with  patience  the  race  which  is  fet  before  them, 
looking'  to  Jefus,  die.  (chap.  lii.  1,  2.)  In  this  conde- 
feending  manner,  God  was  pleafed  to  give  the  fulled 
affurance  polliblc  of  his  veracity,  according  to  the  moft- 
vaiid  and  approved  method,  that  men  ufe  to  take  to  fa* 
tisfy  their  fellow-creatures  of  the  troth  of  what  they 
affirm  and  promife. 

id  For  it  is  coftomary  with  men,  on  important  oo* 
cafions,  to  bind  their  -depufitions  and  promifes  with  an. 
oath  }  and  they  indeed  (<““)  as  is  fit  in  the  nature  of 
things,  and  is  ordered  by  a  divine  command,  (Dent, 
vi.  13.)  fwear  by  the  fupreme  Got),  who  is  infiniidy 
greater  than  ourfelves,  to  give  the  utmoft  folemnicy 
and  fanGion  to  their  oath  f ;  And  fuch  fort  of  (wearing, 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  what  they  fay,  is  commonly  ami 
jnllly  reckoned  by  men  the  (trongelt,  and  mod  dedfive 
evidence,  that  can  be  given  of  the  truth  of  their  de¬ 
clarations, 

H  O  T  E. 

_  ♦  This  ihow,  that  a  Je’tmn  tali,  and  p,r-  of  fJciJ'j  and  aUtJatxt,  arc  lawful,  when 
ticuiu  If  <&  a  fYCMtjfcr}  saturt,  liic  oaths  Ukeo,  in  Mxligujat  maiinerj  nailer  tb*  joA 

Jptl' 


itf  FoirFrarc- 
riy  f*ear  by  the 
giciier;  and  an 
mill  for  confir¬ 
mation  H  to  them 
m  nd  uf  all 
firilc. 
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17  Wtcrria 
God,  willing  ranrr 
aboodaotly  to 
Jbcw  noto  tbc 
hcin  of  pcumiic 
the  itnmuLVJitf 
of  hi*  oounfrl, 
coo  firmed  it  by 
an  oath : 


clarions,  to  the  fatisfyingof  all  doubts,  determining  all 
debates,  and  filcncing  all  contradiction,  to  the  teliimony 
given,  or  eo  the  teftiiier. 

17  In  this  ftrongeft  way  therefore,  that  men  can 
take  to  put  an  end  to  alt  doubts  and  comroverfies,  the 
great  God  has  Hooped  to  accommodate  bimfeif  to  the 
wcaknefiof  men,  as  being  gradually  inclined  and  re^ 
folved  to  give  them  the  utmoft  fatisfa£tion,  with  Hill 
more  abundant  evidence  chan  was  absolutely  ncccflary, 
or  is  commonly  thought  to  be  given  barely  by  a  pro- 
mile,  that  he  might  demon  ft  rate  to  his  people,  whom 
he  has  made  the  heirs  of  all  the  promifes,  and  of  the 
bleflings included  in  that  to  Abraham \  and  might  fatif- 
fy  them,  that  his  promife  is  as  fure  to  them  as  it  was 
to  him,  and  that  his  free  and  eternal  purpofe  and  in* 
finitely  wife  counfel  of  peace,  which  he  has  reveaUd 
and  afeertained  in  the  promife,  is  unchangeably  the 
fame,  and  never  lhall  be  repealed,  defeated,  or  fulfilled: 
For  this  reafon,  I  fay,  he  condefcended  fo  far,  as  to 
fwear  to  it  by  himfelf,  and  fo  he  has  as  it  were  fealed 
his  promife  by  a  iblemn  oath,  interpoGng  that  (vw'» 
•?**)  for  Us  performance,  to  put  an  end  to  ail  the  un¬ 
believing  objections,  doubts,  and  fears,  which  he  fore- 
fa  vr  his  own  children,  under  a  fenfe  of  their  u  n  worth*- 
nefs,  and  of  the  difficulty  and  unlikelihood  of  iu  ac¬ 
compli  fhment,  would  be  apttoraife  about  it. 

1 8  That  fo  hyiwo  unchangeable  things,  his  promife 
and  his  oath,  in  either,  and  much  more  in  both,  of 

impofliMefarGod  which,  it  is  abfotutely  impollibrc  thit  the  unaherabie 
10  he,  vc  might  true  and  faithful  God,  with  wham  is  no  variabknefs , 

nlbUio^hl  Yttherfi?d™  {  ternjng*  (jam.  i,  17.)  and  who  can  as 
b*«  fled  for  re-  loon  ceafe  to  be  God,  as  ceafe  to  be  tru$%  we  might 
have  the  firmeft  ground  poflible  for  the  moil  abundant, 
prevailing,  and  folid  comfort,  and  might  poffefs  it  with 
unftiaken  confidence,  and  the  fweetclt  delight  in  our 
own  fouls,  to  overcome  all  our  doubts  and  fears,  and 
fupport  us  under  all  our  trials  and  afflictions  ;  even  we, 
who,  like  the  man  flayer  under  the  hw,  that  (lew  to  the 
■city  of  refuse  for  bis  life,  (AWwik  xxxv,  n,  ia.)  have 
been  enabled  to  fly,  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  danger, 

with 

NO 

pel* date*  otherwise  the  ap'tfMe  would  never 
hare  (poJic  of  an  oath  with  to  much  honour, 
ua  proper  npans  of  conBrtaitibti,  to  put 
u  cpdto  all  U^ife*  aad  Cod  hiiofdf,  under 
the  lair,  had  enjoined  that  folemn  oaths 


if  That  bytwo 
immatabltthingc, 
:  which  it  wat 


fngt  to  by  hold 
upon  the  hopefet 
before  ui ; 


had  enjoined  that  falemn  oath* 
fanridh  be  ialmi  by  his  people  for  fuch  li^ 
purposes  In  Jcvcnl  erfei,  Juin  Lxod.  xx-ii* 
mV  Numb.  xxi.  i/  Dent,  vl*  1 3*  But  we 
miy  Ufure,  that  he-w-?ukl  ncv'ir  have  bldf 
thclbinjuaCtiaiu  upon  were  (wearing, 


T  E. 

<m  proper  occafionsunlaJEfnl,  or  inexpedient: 
And.boih  bdore  the  lia*  ot  Mofcs,  and  un¬ 
der  it,  ire  often  read  of  ihe.itioft  rtlifioiii 
penonst  fwtanug  thenueive*,  and  requiriitj* 
an  oath  from  othor%  forthi  more 
afee  ruining  the  truth  of  what  they  find.  Sr: 
among  other  places,  Gen.  xxL  13, 14-  and 
xxiv,  3,  and  xlviU  31.  Jofb*  it.  ty,  zt 
Jaflg.  xv:  i*.  and  1  Sam.  ::x.  17*  and 
ai,  1$}  '(Gee  alfo  ibc  uoce  on  Mat.  v*  3*-) 


ch.vr. 


'  The  Bpijilt  to  thf  He  bug  ws  paraphrafed. 


19  Which  bfi 
vc  hare  as  a xt  an* 
(hnrof  ttc 
both  fare  and 
(Udt  attend which 
iflJtrcih  into  that 

rtlun  the  vail. 


to  Whither  the 
fc.'fefunner  is  far 
ui  e&tered,  rvn 
plus*  made  an 
High 


"with  the  utrnofl  eagernete  and  fpeed,  concern,  and  vi¬ 
gour,  for  deliverance  from  purfuing  wrath  and  jttflice, 
and  for  fafery  jn  Chritt,  the  promoted  feed  ;  to  appre* 
hend  and  fix  by  faith  on  him,  and  op  .  the  grace  and 
faithfulnefc  of  God  through  him,  according  to  the  pro* 
mites,  which  are  all  confirmed,  and  ihall  be  fulfilled 
even  ro  eternal  life,  by  him j  who,  together  with  all 
That  is  in  him  f,  is  propofed  to  our  faith  and  hope  in 
the  declarations  and  pro  mites  of  the  gofpel,  that  we 
may  have  reconrte  ro  him  for  our  fupport  and  com¬ 
fort  under  all  tribulations  here,  and  for  our  cverlafting 
happinefo  hereafter. 

19  Which  obje£k  of  hope,  as  laid  hold  on,  or  hoped 
and  tr  tided  in  by  faith,  that  goes  out  of  onrfelves  to  ir, 
has  a  mighty  efficacy,  botb  to  fccure  our  fouls  front 
dedrudion,  and  to  hold  them  foftand  flrady  amtdftall 
thc^angers  and  troubles  of  this  pretent  life,  as  a  ftrong 
anchor,  cad  out  of  a  (hip,  does  the  yeffel  that  is  tolled 
about  by  the  winds  and  waves  of  a  tempefluous  fea: 
And  as  Chrift  himfelf,  the  objeQ  of  this  hope,  is  patted 
through  the  region  of  the  air,  into  the  place  of  God’s 
peculiar  rcGdence  and  glory  \  (as  the  high  prieft  under 
the  law  palfod  through  the  fccond  vail  into  the  holy  of 
holies,  chap*  ix.  3,  7.)  fo  our  hope  in  Chrift  cults  an¬ 
chor,  not  downwards,  as  other  anchors  aie  call  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  tea  ;  but  upwards,  as  it  enters 
through  the  vifible  heavens  after  him,  into  that  glori¬ 
ous  world  which  lyes  beyond  them,  and  is  hid  by 
them,  as  by  a  vail,  from  our  corporal  light ;  and  there 
it  fallens  upon  him,  and  the  Father  through  him,  as 
exhibited  iti  the  promifes, 

70  Into  which  blefled  and  glorious  ftate  our  exalted 
Head  and  Saviour  is  entered,  not  indeed  like  the  A&r$* 
meal  high  priefte  of  old,  with  rcFpeG  to  their  going 
alone,  through  the  vail,  into  the  holy  place,  without 


]  Htpe  in thu,  and,  perhaps,  in  the  oext 
tct(g;~cbiiii0I  util  mean  the  of  hope 

thit  hiti  it$;  for  it  is  &td  to  he  a  a  hope 
“  fet  before  u*/  and  a  hope  which  “  we  dy 
f(  ro*  and  by  hold  upon/'  in  Station  to 
11  the  m;nflayci'’s  flying  to  the  city  of  re- 
u  fufe-c/  and  laying  hold  pf  the  hope  pro¬ 
vided  for  his  fecurity  there ;  aod  it  is  catted 
an  “anchor  of  the  foul,  fere  and  fled  fa  ft/ 
millufio#  to  the  anchor  of  a  (hip,  which 
d ccs  not  hold  it  ftedfaft,  as  it  it  In  the  fliip 
hlHf,  but  as  raft  out  of  it,  and  fattening  on 
flue  grovnd  itfit  diflanceftbm  it.  HtPf  there* 
fire  {here  bsduJe. j,  and  in  this  rerfe  JintUf 
fyxfci,  the  objeft  of  hope,  'A  that  which  hw- 


ptdhi\  as  ir  often  dors  in  other  places*  pan!* 
culdily  in  AOs  Kxviii.  an.  and  t  Tim,  i.  1* 
aridihisobjcOof  it  jnuft  diraftly  neins.C^, 
vbo  is  t;  c  bvfi  which  is  faid  to  have  "  «r- 
tered  into  that  wiihin  the  vail;"  and  yrt 
the  and  God  through  him,  accord¬ 

ing  to  tbcpromiles,  which  are  all  M  Yea  and 
**  Amen  in  him/*  1  Cor.  u  10.  and  which 
hid  been  Jfjiftkei)  of  in  the  ioicgpitig  con* 
text,  may  he  conlUUred  as  included  toge*. 
tbar  with  Ckrtfl,  as  the  die fj  of  our  hopes 
But  we  cannot  be  /Vfd  to  fay  hojj,  and.  caft 
anchor  on  him,  without  ao  cxcrciie  ctf  the 
gTvt?  of  hope  in.  him* 
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high  prkft  for  any  other  being  allowed  to  go  thither  after  them, 
^aP-  '*•  7-) J  but  as  the  pledge  and  earneft  of  our  to!- 
lowing  him,  that  are  trus  Jjclicvcrs  in  him*  who  is  gone 
thither  in  a  double  public  capacity  for  our  fafety  and 
h2ppmef$,  and  to  act  there  for  us;  One  is  that  of  a 
for*  runner  who*  as  fuch,  declares  what  he  has  done 
and  fufFered  on  upon  earth,  to  make  way  for  our  arrival 
after  him,  and  notifies  in  heaven,  that  we  in  due  time 
and  order  are  coming  to  be  there  with  him ;  he  alfo 
prepares,  fecures*  and  rakes  poflvflton  of  glorious  man- 
tons  there  for  us,  (Jehn  xiv«  2,  and  EphefW*  6»)  and 
makes  ail  things  ready  for  our  entrance  into  the  holiert 
of  all  after  him  by  faith  now,  (chap,  x,  1 9,-12.)  and 
for  our  perfonal  entrance  in  due  time,  that  w  may he 
for  ever  with  himy  where  he  is7  to  behold  his  glory ,  (John 
xvii,  24.)  And  the  other  public  character,  in  which 
he  is  entered,  is  that  of  an  high  priejl^  which  Jefus 
our  Saviour  U*  who,  as  has  been  observed,  {cbap*v*  6,) 
is  conftituted  in  that  office,  not  indeed  after  the  order 
of  Aarons  which  was  temporary  and  fuccrffive,  from  one 
*ge  to  another;  but  after  the  much  higher  order  of 
Mclchifedec ,  as  an  interceding,  as  well  as  atoning 
high  prieft,  that  has  no  fuccdfor,  but  abides  in  his 
perfon  and  office  for  ever*  (See  the  note  on  chap *  v. 
io.)  This  brings  us  to  the  refemblance  there  is  be* 
tween  Chrift  and  Mekbifc&ec%  which  was  propofed 
{chap*  v,  io,  11,  and  vi.  1  >—3*}  to  be  coiifidered  parti¬ 
cularly  and  at  large;  andihali  be  now  explained  la  the 
following  comparifon  between  them,  chap*  viu 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  incumbent  is  it  on  gofpcl'proFeflbrs  to  be  progreffive  in  a*I  fpiritual  un- 
derftanding  I  Though  the  fbfl  principles  of  religion  mult  be  mainetl  and  adhered 
to,  fuch  as  the  doftrinesof  repentance  and  folthj  (which  were  hgoiAod  by  legal 
walkings  and  impo  fit  ions  of  hands)  and  the  dovlrines  of  the  refur  reel  kn  and  a 
judgment  to  come  ;  yet  we  ought  not  to  flop  here*  hut  to  advance  forwards*  in 
Aiii  fublimer  points  of  the  goipeT,  tor  fusilier  editi cation  in  faith,  00m fort,  and 
holmefs  unto  complete  fob  at  ion,  I  low  p'cat  :s  the  danger  corners  przfo]}srs>  tbit 
a  re  pa  rtakcr a  only  of  fuck  gi  ft  3  <  s  f  t  he  $  jnrit ,  w  he  ther  ordinary  o  r  ext  raordin  ary  t  as  are 
common  to  nominal  and  real  Chiiftians !  They  may  haee  thefe,  and  yet  may  have 
no  more  than  fuch  a  t n/tc  of  the  good  things  rvf  tJurgofpel,  as  their  carnal  hearts 
Ibon  difreli/U  and  reject;  ami  fo  may  apofUlhu:  from  their  profoflitm  of  Chrufi 
and,  like  barren  ground  that  brings  forth  nothing  but  briers  and  thorns,  may  be 
(tdapproved  of  God*  and  iu  the  neartft  danger  of  falling  under  executions  of  h!s 
wrath  and  curfe,  a&  fad  fit  for  c  verb  fling  bnmnsgs:  And  this  will  certainly  be 
the  dreadful  end  of  t tiler  apqjlaies*  who,  as  much  as  in  them  lyes,  crucify  the 

Suti 

NOTE. 

: .+  A  fore-runner  is  wont  to  he  le/jin  digrritj  fore- runner  could  d»  for  thole  that  wctc  n 
than  ihofc  that  are  to  follow  him :  but  Chrifr  eomc  after  him ;  and  «  i*  a  high  honour  put 
I*  infinitely  fupcrinrto  m,  and  does  more  for  upon  all  tile  lain  is,  that  they  have  fuch  a 
us  by  way  of  carnality,  andanthdrifative  ma*  glorious  fore  *  winner  as  Jesus  to  fpp£*r 
lugemcut  in  his  own  rights  than  any  other  hi  thv  practice  ui  God  for  them. 
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Son  of  God  again,,  and  put  him  to  open  frame j  and  fo  desperate  is  their  cafe* 
that  they  cannot  poffibly  be  recovered  to  true  repentance-  But  O  how  fafe  and 
happy  are  tbofe  that  are  partakers  of  fpecfal  grace*  They  are  favoured  with  bet¬ 
ter  things,  even  things  that  ftand  connected  with,  and  Dull  certainly  ifluc  in 
tterpal  frlvatioa ;  For  the  faithful  God  will  be  ever  mindful  of  his  covenant-en¬ 
gagements,  abd  of  their  faith,  and  labour  of  love,  which  they  maniftft  toward 
himfelf*  in  affcttionatdy  mimftring  to  the  frintfi*  for  his  fake,  in  obedience  to 
hk command,  afid  for  the  glory  of  his  name;  they  are  like  good  ground,  that 
brings  forth  excellent  fruit,  acceptable  to  God  through  Jcfus  Ohrid  ;  and  are  un¬ 
der  a  divine  blcffing  for  Improvement  unto  eternal  lift.  And  O  what  a  lure  and 
Mefled  ground  of  hope  have  they  in  that  proroife  and  oath  of  God,  that  his  un¬ 
alterable  counfcl  of  wifilom  and  love  Concerning  them  frail  be  accomplished  J 
As  folemn  oaths  arc  juftly  deemed  the  flrongeft  teflimony  for  confirming  deputa¬ 
tions  among  men ;  fo  the  mod  high  God  has  condescended  to  fw ear  folemnly  by 
frimfdf,  to  fatisfy  the  heirs  of  falvattoci  about  the  veracity  of  his  promife,  accord¬ 
ing  to  bis  eternal  counfcl*  which  is  unchangeable  and  irrcverilWy  confirmed  to 
them,  indike  manner  as  it  was  to  Abraham*  They  ought  therefore  to  depend 
firmly  upon  it  for  their  abundant  confutation  ;  and  this  frould  engage  their  utmoft 
care  and  diligence,  in  the  ufe  of  all  the  means  of  grace,  and  in  an  eWfeifiT of 
faith  and  love  with  perfeverancc  therein,  that  they  may  attain  a  fu-1  aflurarTcc  t>£ 
hope,  and  that  to  the  end  of  their  days,  as  followers  of  them  who  through  frith 
and  patience  inherit  the  promifes.  And  O  how  frfe  arfd  folid  is  the  hope,  that 
has  Chrift,  and  a  promising  God  in  him,  for  its  objeft,  and  flies  for  refuge  to  him! 
This  is  an  anchor  of  the  foul  both  fure  and  ftedfaft,  and  enters  into  heaven  itfdf, 
after  our  exalted  Head  and  Saviour,  who  i$pne  thither,  as  an  incomparably 
glorious  Forerunner,  andju  our  great  High  Pncfty  after  the  order  of  MekkifcdeC, 
who  ever  lives  to  ertakfc  intercdSort  fot  us. 


C  H  A  F.  VII, 

The  apeftk  returns  from  his  digr  effort  to  the  ecmfarijon  he  had  propofol 
to  make  between  t he  ptiejlhwd of  Melchifedec  and  of  Chtijiy  in  which 
he  gives  an  account  if  Melchifedec,  I*— 3.  Shews  the  excellency  cf 
bis  above  the  Levicical  priefiheod^  4j — 10.  Applies  all  this  to  Chrijl9 
to  fet  forth  the  Juperhr  dignity  and  perfection  of  his  pricjlheody  evcii 
to  the  fuperceding  and  difannullittg  <f  that%  which  was  after  the  or¬ 
der  sf  Aaron  under  the  law,  Hy— 24,  And  draws  an  inference 
from  t biit  to  the  encouragement  cf  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  church  j 
25,— z8- 


Test. 

fcOR  thb  Mel- 
chifedrt  king 
of  Salem,  pH  eft 
of  the  molt  high 
God,  who  met 
Abraham  return¬ 
ing  from  the 
iJj'jghier  of  the 
kiagf,  add  bk  fed 
him; 


Vql.V. 


Paraph &a  is, 

fTtO  proceed .  then  to  (how  the  excellency  of  Ch  rift's 
S-  priefthood,  It  bears  the  molt  eminent  correfpon- 
dence  to  that  of  Melchifedct)  which  ratify  exceeded  that 
of  Aaron  :  For  this  .famous  Mikhijtdsc^  after  vhofe  or¬ 
der  Chrift  is  an  High  Fried,  as  has  been  mentioned 
once  and  again,  {chap,  v,  to.  fee  the  note  there,  and 
vi,  20.)  and  of  whom  our  Lord  is  the  great  antitype 
both  ill  bis  kingly  and  prieftly  efface  :  This  Meickifiaec , 
was  a  certain  renowned  king  of  Jervfelemf  ardently' 
called  Salem,  (Pf*  Ixxvt.  2.)  ;  and  that  he  might  b~  tha 
fitter  type  of  Cbrift,  he  was  alfo  an  eminent  pried  ; 
peculiarly  appointed  and  conllttuted.  as  fuch,  by  the 
t  X  only 
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only  living  and  true  God  to  minifter  before  him,  who 
is  far  exalted  above  all  gods,  (Pf.  'xcvii.  2.)  ;  and 
he  was  fo  great  a  man  in  his  perfon  and  office,  that 
when  the  patriarch  Abiaham  returned  from  his  eon- 
q  Lie  ft  and  daughter  of  the  four  Icings  of  the  aations 
round  about  him,  Melchifedec  met  and  entertained  him 
with  bread  and  wine;  and  in  the  execution  of  his 
prieftly  office,  authoritatively  pronounced  a  bleffing 
upon  him,  {Gen.  xiv.  1 8, — 20.) ;  and  fo  he  was  a  high 
prieft,  prior  and  fuperior  -to  Aaron ,  not  of  one  nation 
only,  as  Aaron  was;  but  of  all  nations  of  the  earth, 
before  J/rael  were  feparated,  as  a  peculiar  people  to  the 
Lord ;  and  he  therein  was  the  more  exadt  and  complete 
type  of  Chrift,  who  ts  the  high  prieft  of  Gentiles,  as 
well  as  Jews.  (1  johnii.  I,  2.) 

***  2  To  this  Mekkifedec  alfo,  Abraham ,  in  acknow- 

a  tenth  part*uf  ledgment  of  his  fuperior  character  of  priefthood,  paid 
alt :  firft  b?jng  tithes,  which  were  the  tenth  part  of  all  the  fpoils  that 
UnWtrfPI3afi1”  **e  ta'ccn  -*n  (hc  war,  (Gen*  xiv.  20.) — As  to  his 
nnfffff”  amUfser  titles,  in  which  he  was  a  remarkable  type  of-  Chrift, 
that  alfo,  king  yf  He  was,  according  to  the  fignification  of  his  name, 
WnEof',h,Ch•l>,  King  °f  rigbreoufnefs,  being  a  juft  and  holy  man  in 
himfelf,  and  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  government; 
and  then  (<»»*«**  *«)  he  was  alfo,  by  a  denomination 
taken  from  Salem,  the  place  where  he  was  king,  ftiled, 
according  to  the -meaning  of  that  word,  King  of  pence, 
which  was  the  effedk  of  his  righteous  government;  and 
fo  he  was  a  proper  and  lively  type  of  Chrift,  who  is 
anointed  of, God  id  his  kmgiy,  as  well  as  priejlly  office  ; 
is  finlefs,  holy,  and  righteous  in  his  own  peilbn,  (aw. 
2 6.);  loves  rightepofoefs  and  hares  iniquity;  and  the 
feeptre  'of  whofc  kingdom  is  a  right feeptre ,  (P£.  xiv. 
6,  7.}  who  is  alfo  the  lord  cur  righteoufnefi,  by  whole 
obedience  many  are  made  righteous  1  (Jer,  xjuii,  6.  and 
Piom.  v.  19.)  And,  as  the  fruit  of  this,  be  is  the 
Prince  of  peace ,  (If.  ix.  6.)  he  having  made  peace  with 
God,  and  reconciled  us  to  him  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs, 
{Ephtf.  ii.  14, — 16.)  and  thereupon  preached  peace; 
and  the  is  the  author  of  all  the  hie  flings  of  fpiritual 
peace,  and  profperity,  and  of  an  affectionate  and  holy 
harmony  among  his  fubjefts  between  themfelves,  in 
the  adminiftration  of  bis  kingdom,  «  wet!  as  of  peace 
of  conference  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghbft  in  their  own 
fouls. 

j  Without  f»*  2  As  to  MrlcbifsdeAs  ’original^ '  It  Es  porpofely  con- 

ihrr* ^Hhautde^  cealed  in  ihefcripturc-hiftoty  of  him,  which  gives  no 
faui,  Uringnci-  *«®unt  of  his  father  or  mother;  nor  do  we  'find  any 
tier  genealogy  of  his  priefthood,  as  we  do  of  Aaron  and  his 

family, 
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th«  btginnlos  at  family, Of  of  theLevitica/ prlefts,  whofe  father  wo&Aarcn, 
S'  ZT.2  “  J  «*«fc  Mother,  in  their  feveral  generations  was  to 
llkVniiio  th«  Son  be  an  Ifraelite,  (Lev.  vifi.  2.  and  xxi.  14.)  He  did 
uf  Gotf, sbidrth  *  not,  like  them,  defeend  from  Aaron ,  or  derive  his  pc- 
pfidl  ceDQdusUy.  ^igree  front  any  family  of  priefthood  what  foe  ver, 
there  having  been  none  of  that  office  among  any  prede- 
ceflbra  in  his  houfe ;  nor  indeed  is  there  the  lead  account 
of  any  anetdors  that  he  had ;  nor  hare  we  any  record 
either  of  his  birth  or  death,  or  of  the  beginning  or  end 
of  bis  priefthood ;  but  he  is  mentioned  without  any  no* 
-tice  taken  of  either  of  thefe,  as  though  he  had  never 
began  to  be  in  any  date  of  time,  and  had  never  expired 
and  cometoan  end  of  his  IUe,  or  priefthood  :  But  * 
he  is  reprefented  in  this  peculiar  manner,  with  regard 
to  all  thefe  particulars,  that  he  might  be  a  more  emi¬ 
nent  figure,  and  bear  the  higheft  refemblance  poffible 
of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  in  his  human  nature 
had  no  earthly  father;  nor  was,  any  more  than  MeU 
chi  ft  dec,  of  the' tribe  of  Levij  and  in  his  divine  nature 
had  no  mother,  nor  any  human  parentage  at  all ;  but 
was  from  everlading  to  everlading  God,  and  his  defig- 
nation  to; office,  by  cove  nant-conftitution,  was  before  ail 
worlds :  And  as  he  is  the  fame  yeferday,  to-day ,  and 
forever »  (chap.  xiii.  3.)  fo  he  continues  ewrhftingly, 
Tingly  and  alone,  without  any  predecriTor  or  fucceflbr, 
as  well  as  without  any  partner  in  his  prteftly  office,  in 
which  he  ever  lives  to  make  intercejfion.  for  them  that 
come  unto  Cod  by  him.  (ver.  25-) 

4  How  confi*  4  Now,  in  order  to  your  having  the  more  exalted 
dnhovgmtihU  thoughts  of  the  excellency  and  dignity  of  ChriiVs  pried- 
”So*»Wef«Uihe  b°od,  and  being  convinced  of  the  danger  of  adhsrir.g 
pitihrcti  Abf»-  to  that  of  the  Livitical  tribe,  1  defue  that  ye  wouii 
ham  tat;  the  carefully  obferve,  and  attentively  reflect  upon  the  fore- 
tmibofthelbwl*.  gfting  account  of  Meicbifedee,  that  ye  may  fee  hew  un. 

commonly  great  a  man  he  was,  in  his  office  and  fa¬ 
vour  with  God,  in  which  he  prefigured  Chrift,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  magnificent  defeription  that  has  but  now. 
been  given  of  him,  to  whom  Abraham  him  fell,  that 
noble  progenitor,  not  only  of  one,  bat  of  all  the  tribe's 
of  1/raeh  even  he,  great  as  be  was,  and  in  whom  yc 
yourfelves  glory  above  all  others,  ( John  viii.  39,  53,) 
made  a  religious  offering,  as  to  hit  fuperbr ,  under  the 
character  of  the  pried  of  the  moll  high  God,  even  an 
offering  of  the  tenth  part  of  all  the  fpoils  that  he  had 

made 


NOTE. 

*  n  Abide#  *.  -pried  oonritnuUy,”  fe«nt  but  toy  cowmen  tttipjis  of  th  article  (*#) 
to  rtfer,  not  to  Mclchiftdec,  but  to  the  a  pri^l  i  cnimtfKUy,  or  onto  ;>«- 

twincA  nuccedm,  4t  the  Son  of  God  petoky*  (Jjo*  Mr  Pierce  om he  pS ace.) 
u\i  fo  may  be  rendered,  by  ft4ding  *  fopU, 

X  Jr 
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5  And  verily 
they  I'M  arc  nf 
the  forw  of  Levi, 
who-  receive  the 
officeof  theprieftr 
Hood,  hive  a  com* 
mandment  to 
take  tithes  of  the 
people  according 
to  the  law,  that 
is,  *f  their  fere* 
threo,  tho'  they 
come  out  of  the 
bins  of  Ahra* 

hrth  t 


d  But  fic,  whofe 
driccbt  is  not 
counted  fr«iu 
them ,,  received 
tithe*  of  Abrv 
ham,  and  htcfftd 
Han  chat  had  (he 
prouuicf. 


i  And  without 
all  contradittion, 
the  Ids  is  hlcflal 
of  the  better. 


made  of  the  riches  of  thofe  kings,  and  of  their  armies, 
■which  he  bad  vanquished  in  war,  {vrr.'  t.)  He  there¬ 
fore  muft  be  greater,  by  the  .ordination  of  God,  than 
Abraham  him  (elf  *,  and  much  more  mud  Chrift  be  fo, 
whofe  type  only  Mclchifidec  was* 

5  And  truly,  to  (how.  how  the  dignity  of  tbe  pri eft- 
hood  appears  in  the  bufinefs  of  tithing,  the  defeep- 
dents  of  Aaron  among  the  Tons  of  Levi,  who  were  iu- 
vefted  with  the  office  of  prtefthood  under  the  law,  had 
a  particular  warrant  to  claim  and  receive  .tithes,  which 
the  Lord  bad  appropriated  to  himfelf,  (Lev,  xxvii.  30, 
31.}  from  all  the  people  of  lfratl,  according  to  tbe 
fcttlement  that  was  made  of  thofe  dues  in  the  law  of 
Mofety  as  to  the  matter  and  manner  of  them,  {Numb, 
xviii,  21,  26.)  and  thefe  they  received  from  the  reft  of 
the  ttibes,  even  of  their  brethren  according  to  the  f!e(h, 
though  they,  as  well  as  themfdves,  wjjrc  defcendents 
from  the  loins  of  Abraham ,  and,  as  fueh,;  had  original¬ 
ly  an  equal  right  to  all  the  privileges  that  pertained  to 
them,  as  his  oifspting  ;  and  fo  the  verylaw  of  tithes 
(hows  that  fuperior  honour  belongs  to  him  who  receives 
them,  above  him  that  pays  them* 

6-  But  Melchifeiecy  whofe  genealogy  is  unwritten  and 
unknown,  cannot  be  reckoned  a  ddeendent  from  tbe 
Levittcal  priefts,  he  having  e titled  long  before  any  of 
that  tribe  were  in  being.  This  extraordinary  man  was 
fo  much  greater  than  they,  that  he  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  tithes  of  their  eminent  patriarch  Abraham  him- 
feif,  as  has  been  obferved,  ( ver .  2, 4.}^  and,,  more  than 
this,  he,  as  a prieft,  authoritatively  pronounced  ablefling, 
in  the  name  of  the  mofi  high  Cod,  Upon  that  father  of 
the  faithful  with  whom  God  made  the  covenant  of  pro* 
rnifes,  and  confirmed  it  with  an  oath,  (.chap,  vi.  13, — 
id.)  as  if  related  to  him  and  his  pofteriey,  who  claim  and 
hold  all  their  privileges  and  bleffiags  under  him,  as  their 
reprefentativc  therein. 

7  And  from  this  confideration  itfelf  it  appears,  that 
there  is  no  manner  of  daufe  to  difpute  of  doubt,  either 
upon  the  common  principles  of  rcafon,  or  of  revelation, 
but  that  Meichifedec  was  a  mere  excellent  perfon  in  his 
office  than  Abraham  ;  becaufe  an  authoritative  benedic¬ 
tion,  as  from  God  and  in  his  name,  »  not  delivered  by 

a'  lefler 

T  E. 

bring  greater  (Hart  AhraVam  rife*  from  ft- 
brahamn  giving  or  delivering  the  tenth  rt> 
MeJctriicdec  under  the  o i  the 

**  priefi  of  the  mo  ft  hi^h  Uud**  in  aCkDoik* 
Udgment  of  him  ac  iiidi- 


N  O 

*  B*rely  jfnriny.doc*  not  make  the  receiver 
grftf/cr  than  the  giver  j  for  our  Lord  faid, 
**  It  is  more  blefted  to  give  than  to  receive/1 
which  in  tinges  that,  in  the 
»ay  of  rforty,  tbe  gtvtr  h  the  grMfdi; 
&nd  therefore  the  jurgemeci;  for  MdcmledcoV 


Ch.vii. 
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B  And  here 
men  thit  re* 
nivc  tithes:  but 
theit  he  recfiwiA 
ttoniy  of 
ki'wi'nefledikat 
ielitctfa. 


j 

5  And  as  * 
«ay  Co  &yT  I-cv1 
alfci,  who  rttcir^ 
ah  litbet,  pjyvd 
tithes  in  Ahra* 
hem* 


10  For  he  «&* 
yet  in  the  bins 
of  his  father 
whenMelchi&doc 
fatt  him. 


a  leffer  to  a  greater,  but  by  a  greater  to  a  lefler  perfoit 
in  the  office,  by  virtue  of  which  he  bkffes  him.  Chriffc 
the  antitype  therefore  mull  needs  be  a  much  greater 
high  prieu  ftill,  as  he,  in  the  right  of  his  own  purchafe, 
effectually  blefltB  bis  people  with  all  fpi ritual  blelTtngs, 

8  And  there  is  this  further  proof  of  Meklrifedcfs  fu- 
pmoiity  to  all  the  fans  of  Levi,  (ver,  5.)'  (hat  here,  in 
theircafe,  by  the  conftkurion  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  they 
which  received  tithes  are  like  the  reft  of  the  whole  hu* 
man  race,  mortal  men,  whofc  birth  and  death  in  tbeir 
fevera!  generations  we  are  well  acquainted  with  by  the 
facred  writings;  But,  in  the  other  ca fe  oi-'fiieichtfedcc, 
be  received  tithes*  who  is  not  fpoken  of  in  the  feripture 
vnder  the  character  of  a  mortal  man,  or  of  one  that 
died  for  any  other  to  fucceed  him  in  his  oXEqe^  but  is 
reprefented  only  as  livings  as  rf  be  had- no  beginning' of 
days  or  end  of  life,  as  to  his  perfon  or  prieflhood,  (ver. 
3.)  ;  and  fo  the  record  Hands  of  him  as  if  he  lived  for 
ever,  the  dcfign  of  which  was,  that  he  might  be  the 
more  eminent  type  of  Chrift,  who  in  his  divine  nature 
really,  has  from  everlafling  to  everlasting  an  immortal 
life,  and  whotho*  in  his  human  nature  he  once  died, 
is  now  alive,  and  never  died  out  of  his  office,  but  lives 
in  his  prieflhood  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Mckhifedec . 
(Chap.  v.  6.)’ 

9  And  to  add  one  thought  more,  to  fum  up  the  ar- 
gument  relating  -to  the  fupenority  of  Meichijedcc  to  all 
the  Leviticai  priefts,  1  may  fay  that  in  a  certain  fenfe, 
as  by  juft  conftru£tion,  the  whole  tribe  of  Levi  alto, 
who  by  the  law  received  tithes,  did  themfelves  virtually 
pay  tithes  to  him,  in  and  through  Abraham,  as  their 
common  father,  reprefentattve,  and  covenant-head. 

JO  For  Levi  and  all  his  dependents  were  compre¬ 
hended  in  their  natural  and  covenant-fat  her  Abraham",  they 
having  been  included  in  him,  not  only  as  an  effect  in  its 
caufe,  and  offspring  in  their  parents,  but  atfo  as  a  peo¬ 
ple  are  in  their  representatives  *,  which  Abraham  was  to 
f  all 


NOTE. 

*  It  Asms  to  oi«  that  or,  as  it  is  help  lo  iiluftrate  the  doflrioes  of  the  impo  • 

In  beunderftood,  that  his  arid  his  fun's. pay*  ratios  of  Aiiam’s  fin  sod  ChriiVs  rtghceouf- 
fag  titha  in,  or  by  Abraham,  (£,*  iZpttafi)  »efs.  A*  ail  mankind  wire  :n  Alum,  as 
isu  be  tonfidered  witit  relation  to  their  be-  their  natural  father  .md  federal  head,  when 
fag  in  Abraham's  loins,  not  merely  as  their  Ik  ImacJ,  to  they  vimia'-ly  finned  fa  him  : 
pi'itral;  but  «i  their  coveannl-fntiitT,  who  And  as  nil  Ohrid's  fpirirud  fenl  were  in  him 
hid  received -the  promifes  for  them  a*  wall  as  their  public  reprelcntacfae  and  federal 
as  Sorhimfeif;  other  wife  I  am  at  a  loft  to  head,  when  he  dltd  for  their  Cits,  and  role 
fee  for  what  purpose  “  Ah  ra  ham’s  having  apis  for  their  iuitUfaaikm,  fo  ;!icry  virtually 
>"  tire  promifes”  is  mentioned  in  thisargu*  died  ami  miu  in  him.  (See  F.phef.  ii.  6.) 
ment,  ver.  d.  whieh  may  be  naturally  fop-  Accordingly,  a,  Adam's  (in  actually  takes 
pakd  to  be  referred  to  hew;  And  litis  may  place  upon  all  bis  stapling,  when  they  come 

a* 
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it  If  therefore 

perfection  were 

lip  the  Lev  it  leal 

prkflood ,  (for 
undtr  it  the  pco* 
pk  Attuned  the 
law,)  wtiu  fur¬ 
ther  need  vet 
th$rt  thdX  another 
jirttft  rife 

*r*er  the  order  uf 
and 

tint  be  rilled  after 
the  order  of  Aa* 

roof 


all  Ifrael  in  the  covenant  of  promiles,  made  with  him 
for  himfclf  and  them  before  MeUhifedec  met  him,  and 
received  tithes  from  him,  and  blefled  him,  (Gen.  xii. 
1,-3.)  and  lb  he  was  undoubtedly  greater  in  hra  office 
than  any  Levite  whatfoever. 

1 1  To  apply  all  this  therefore  to  the  main  argument 
in  hand,  relating  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great 
High  Prieft  over  the  hottft  of  God,  (chap,  x.  21,)  if  there 
were  an  accooipliflunenr  of  the  good  things  themfelvcs,  that 
were  fignified  by  the  ordinances  of  the  Levitical  prieft* 
bood  *,  nr  if  perfection  were  really  and  effe&ualiy  to  be 
obtained,  in  point  of  atonement  to  fatisfy  divine  juftiee, 
and  cleanfe  the  confcience  from  guilt,  \cbap.  ix.  9.)  and 
to  give  us  acceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life,  together 
with  an  humble  confidence  in  him,  and  holy  liberty  and 
boldnefs  of  accefs  to  him,  and  hope  of  future  glory  *,  and 
if  the  perfeCt  (late  of  the  church,  as  to  its  institutions  of 
fpiritual  wotflrip,  were  to  be  acquired  by  the  offerings, 
facrifices,  and  fer vices,  that  belonged  to  the  priefthood, 
which  the  fons  of  Levi  were  concerned  in  according  to 
the  law ;  (for  it  was  together  with,  and  in  relation  to 
that  priefthood,  that  the  church  of  Ifrael  received  the 
ceremonial  law  f,  by  the  miniftry  c( Mofet,  and  were 
obliged  to  oblerve  it,  which  afeertained  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  and  bleffings  that  were  to  accrue  to  them  from 
it:}  if,  1  fay,  perfection,  with  regard  to  thefe  things, 
were  attainable  by  the  Levitical  priefthood  itfclf,  or  by 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  law  which  it  belonged  to,  What 
neceffity,  or  further  occalion  could  there  be,  that  ano' 
ther  fort  of  prieft,  of  a  different  and  higher  rank  and  or¬ 
der,  Oiould  be  fee  up  and  exalted  to  the  dignity  of  that 
office,  as  it  has  been  fhown  (chap.  v.  5,  6.)  Chrift  was 
to  be  after  the  order  of  MeUhifedec  i  And  why  fhould 
he  not  he  denominated,  as  he  is  not  in  any  place  of 
feripture,  a  prieft  according  to  the  common  courfe  of 
the  Levitical  priefthood,  which  was  to  be  after  the  order 
of  Aaron  ?  There  certainly  cotild  be  no  need  of  this  new 
and  higher  fort  of  priefthood  j  but  it  muft  be  entirely 
ufelefs,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  all  the  ends  of  a  prieft¬ 
hood, 


NOTE. 


to  derive  their  natural  being  from  him  ;  fa  twal  Jaw  was  delivered,  Exod,  ax*  btlort 
nghtcwjtudi  adujtlly  up'*  the  in  fill  oti an  of  the  Levitical  priefthood, 

i*n  aU  liis  fpiiiuia!  ftttl,  when  they  erne  to  yet  Uriel's  acceptable  performance  of  ll'S 
derive  rpiritval  life  from  him,  by  virtue  of  obedience  it  required  undeT  that  disposition, 
their  vital  union*  through  faith,  to  him.  depended  upon  that  priclthoodi  and  the  tty 
f  TM*,  at  funhe  may  think,  teems  to  in*  rcmvmd  law,  which  contained  all  the  fervi- 
t:  it  ate  that  the  Levitical  priefthood  wa&fet  cts,  Sacrifices,  and  ordinances  of  worlbip* 
up  brfere  ihc  giving  ot  the  law,  where**  the  pcji  pining  to  <hat  priefthood,  wat  given 
law  given  at  Mount  Sinai  before  tlie  In*  the  mftitution  of  the  priefthood  jt&lf.  Lev. 
ililUlioa  Of  that  priefthood,  fine  (hough  *J>c  i  I*— ft* 


ft  For  theprieft** 
hood  bcingdiu]g~ 
ri,  then  b  made 
of  nettflity  a 
change  of  the 
1a«« 
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hood,  Rad  of  the  Jaw  to  which  it  belonged,  OOuId  be 
perfe&ly  anfwered  by  that  pri  eft  hood  itfelf,  It  is  there¬ 
fore  plain  from  this  fingle  confidmtion,  that  both  that 
priefthood  and  the  law,  which  were  infeparably  inter¬ 
woven,  were  to  beabotifhed,  as  they  now  are,  to  make 
way  for  abetter  priefthood,  and  evangelical  difpen fa¬ 
tten,  in  the  perfcn  of  Chrift. 

1 2  For  the  order  of  the  priefthood  being  altered,  fo 
as  to  be  transferred  from  that,  which  was  appointed  by, 
and  ftood  connected  with  the  law  of  Mzfcst  to  another 
of  a  different  and  more  excellent  kind,  there  muft  of 
necellity,  in  confcquence  of  this,  be  a  like  alteration 
made,  as  to  the  law  itfelf}  fo  as  to  abolifh  that,  (the 
whole  ad  mini  ft  rat  ion  of  which  was  confined  to  the 
Aaronteal  priefthood)  and  to  introduce  another  evan¬ 
gelical  constitution  that  pertain?  to,  and  derives  its  ef¬ 
ficacy  from  this  more  excellent  priefthood  of  a  fuperior 
order. 

13  And  that  Chrift  is  not  a  prieft  of  Aaron*%  order, 
like  thofe  under  the  law,  is  evident ;  for  he,  who  was 
pointed  to  in  alt  the  things  that  have  hitherto  beenfaid 
about  Mefchifedee  and  his  priefthood,  was  not  of  the 
tribe  of  Levtf  to  which  the  legal  priefthood  was  confi¬ 
ned  {  but  he  rprang  from  another  tribe  of  1/rael,  which 
had  no  (hare  in,  but  was,  together  with  all  the  other 
tribes,  excluded  from  that  priefthood ;  none  of  them, 
bdides  that  of  Levi,  having  had  any  right  to  officiate 
in  the  prieftly  charader,  by  offering  the  facrlfices  rhat 
we(e  presented  on  the  brazen  altar,  or  performing  any 
Cervices  relating  to  that  *,  or  to  the  altar  of  incenfc- 

14  For  it  is  plain  beyond  all  controverfy,  as  had  been 
manifefted  beforehand  (•f-Jw.)  in  an  antient  prophecy 
of  the  Mcjjmbt  (Gen.  ilix.  10.)  and  was  acknowledged 
by  the  chief  pried*  and  fcribes  themfelves,  (Mat.  it. 
4, — 6  )  that  the  Chrijt  was  to  arife  from  the  tribe  of 
Judah  \  and  it  is  certain  from  our  Lord’s  geneakgy, 
(Luke  iti.  13,— 38.)  that  he  arofe  from  that  tribe,  and 
particularly  from  tlie  royal  family  of  David ;  But  con¬ 
cerning 

T  E. 

with  a  4<  hprofy  In  hi*  forehead ;  and  he 
(t  w&i  a  leper  the  day  of  bis  death-14 
( x  Chron.  xxvl  id,— *1.)  God  hereby  tef- 
tified  in  the  fevereft  manner  again  ft  fuch,  at 
under  that  diipcnfrttofi  Should  venture  to 
exererfr  any  part  of  the  prieftiy  function? 
tnd  esempLrily  punifticd  one  of  the  tribe  of 
Judih,  though  a  king,  for  it,  rhemmerc* 
'  markably  to  esclede  th a/  tribe  from  any  pre¬ 
tentions  to  it;  and  this  H  the  tribe  from  irbwh 
the  apottle  obfertes  in  the  oext  terft  onr 
Lord  fprung. 


i|  Fbr  ho  of 
vhoimJicicUiiQgs 

are  fpofccn  per* 
uineth  toan=/th^r 
tribe,  of-  which 
no  did  gave  at* 
cm  (Lure  at  the 
a!tar* 


it  For  if  if 
rukttt  that  oar 
Lord  fprang  but 
of  Juda  wofwhich 
tribe  Mofofpake 
nothing  concern¬ 
ing  priefthewd. 


w  o 

•  When  king  Uaitah,  who  was  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah*  went  into  the  te  topic,  "  to 
u  bum  toceq&QZt  the  afar  of  tranfc,”  it 
is  Aid,  that  he  “  trail  fgreded  agrinft  the 
Ir  Lord  hit  God*  emd  Axarfch,  the  chief 
44  prieft,  and  frnir-fcore  prieft*  of  the  Lord 
44  withftood  him1  frying.  It  pen  atm  not  on* 
44  to  thee*  Uariah,  to  bum  incehfe  to  the 
**  Lord,  bur  t  o  the  prieft  s,  the  ibos  of  Aaron/’ 
And  God  w  fo  highly  offended  at  the 
king’*  attempt  to  bteak  in  upon  his  in  ft  it  u- 
uojit  ik±z  Uiszlib  was  immediately  ftruck 
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1$  And  \t  li 

Jet  far  more  cvi* 
titf:  for  that  af* 
ter  the  fiimiitudc 
of  Mrlchifedec 
there  ari&th  ano¬ 
ther  priefl  ; 


id  Who  is  made* 
noc  after  the  hv 
of  ,a  carnal  cocn- 
hiaodmenc;  hut 
after  the  power 
of  3Q  end  left  life* 


cerning  which  tribe,  jWfl/wiu  the  book  of  the  law  never 
once  mentioned,  or  intimated  that  any  one  of  them 
fhould  exeicife  the  prifftly  fuu&ion  under  that  difpen* 
fation  ;  and  his  fileuce  about  it  is  3  fufficient  proof,  (as 
Clencc  in  allhafes  of  inftitution  is,)  that  none  of  the  tribe 
.of  Judah  ever  had  any  authority  to  a  flume  that  office  to 
themfelves. 

15  And  it  is  yet  more  abundantly  plain,  even  to  a 
demon  flration,  *  that  the  prieflhood,  and  confequently 
the  law  that  depended  upon  it,  is  fo  changed  as  to  be 
aboliflied,  according  to  what  has  been  faid,  (vtr.  13.)  *, 
becaufe,  anfwerable  to  former  prediflions,  another  prictfc 
is  now  railed  up,  by  the  qrdifiatiop  of  God,  after  the 
likenefs,  which  is  much  the  faqie  with  after  the  order ,  of 
Melchifcdec ,  in  a  refemblance  of  his  prieflhood,  which 
has  been  Ihown  to  be  of  a  different  and  more  excellent 
nature, 'than  that  of  Aaro n\  (ver.  1,— -tl.) 

16  Even  a  high  prieft,  who  is  conflituted  in  j^js  of¬ 
fice,  not  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  which' settled, 
the  Levuical  prieuhood,  and  confided  of  precepts  that 
may  be  called  carnal  commandments,  as  they  required 
fhc  facrifiecs  pf  beads,  and  confided  of  fucb  rites  as 
JanFUJud  only  to  the  purifying  of  the  fiqfb,  (chap.  ix.  13.)  ; 
and  as  the  pritfis  themfelves  were  ccmecrated  to  their 
office  by  carnal  ceremonies,  and  were  no  more  than 
weak,  frail,  and  dying  men,  according  to  the  order  of* 
fie dily  generation,  and  fo  needed  a  fuepeffion  of  them 
to  perform  its  fun£lionS  from  age  to  age  ;  and  as  all  this 
was  enjoined  by  a  fyftem  of  laws  contained  in  carnal 
ordinance t  which  were  tmpofid  on  the'Ifraelites  until  the 
time  of  reformation,  (chap.  ix.  lo.J  that  was  to  he  made 
under  the  more  fpjrituai  and  holy  difpenfation  of  thp 
gofpcl.  relating  to  the  worfhip,  privileges,  and  bleffings 
of  the  churchy  But,  in  oppofition  to  the  nature  of  that 
pnedopd,'  Chrid  was  made  a  High  Fried  by  a  more  ex¬ 
cellent  and  ever  abiding  cenditutioo,  in  which  he  was 
coufeefated  to  that  office,  according  to  the  ability  which 
he  has  to  execute  t;>:  by  virtue  of  that  immortal  life 
which  he  has ‘in  himfelf  as  the  eternal  Son  of  Godi 
and  by  virtue  of  his  re-affumed  human  life  in  heaven^ 
according  to  which  he  lives  for  ever,  to  difeharge  his  gto- 
fious  priefthood  in  his  own  perfon,  and  to  give  eternal 

life 

ROTE. 

*  1  take  this  and  the  two  next  verfis  to  of  Judah ;  and  1  hejiri  fp  more  tviinl  proof 
ft  >trouf ht  iii  a  fiteoncl  prtof  of  what  wa>  of  that  point  here,  and  iq  the  tto  ftitaviQg 
darted,  ver.  u.  about  the  (t  chahve  of  th &  yo^  h  taken  fnM)  the  entirely 

priefthood  ind  of  the  lav.11  The  proof,  jure  of  the  Iml  priefthoodj  tod  tfeeprieft* 
«;vc n  of  4ht*  in  ver.  %  14.  was  taken  from  hood  of  thrift, 

ChriA's  being  not  of  the  tribe  of  Leri,  bjit_ 
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17  For  he  tef- 
tifiith*  Thou  m 
j  pcicft  for  rvtt 
if:er  the  older  of 
Mexhifidoe: 


life  to  ill  thofe  for  whom  he  a£h  aj  a  prieft,  without 
any  partner  with  him*  or  fucceffor  to  him  therein :  And 
fo  his  priefthood  rauft  be  incomparably  more,  excellent, 
perfcQ*  efficacious*  and  durable*  than  any -that  preceded 
it  under  the  Uw  *. 

.27  For*  as  baa  been  obferved  again  and  again,  {chap* 
y.  6.  IQ*  fee  the  note  there*  and  vi.  20,)  God  (he  Fa* 
thcr  declared,  in  a  way  of  divine  tetttmony  to  him  by 
the  mouth  of  David ,  even  while  the  Levitical  priefthood 
was  in  its  full  glory*  Thou  art  a  priejlfor  ever  after  the 
order  of  Melcbtfedec *  (Pfiil.  cx.  4.)  that  is,  thou  art  pe¬ 
culiarly  and  eminently  a  pried,  not  after  the  fimilitude 
of  4<ir$ns lower,  but  of  Mekhifedec's  higher priefthood* 
(1 ter.  15.) %  not  for  any  limited  difpenfation  that  fliatl 
give  way  to  a  better*  nor  in  a  fucceflion  of  one  prieft. 
after  another  ;  but  immutably  in  thine  own  perfon*  till 
all  the  ends  of  tby  a&ing  in  that  ctiara&er  (hall  be  per- 
feded  ;  and  thenceforth  to  all  eternity*  -in  the  honours 
that  belong  to  thee  for  having  completely  executed  that 
office*  and  in  its  glorious  effefts  to  the  eternal  falvation 
of  the  whole  church. 


is  For  there  U  t8  For  in  this  new  and  everlalling  priefthood  of 
wrUy  1  difwuiut-  Chrift  after  the  order  of  Mclchifedec ,  there  is,  in  reality* 
wind 01  mu'  an  abrogation  of  'the  whole  fyftem  of  the  Mofaic  law,  and 

tng  before,  fnr  of  all  its  inftituuotjs,  which  depended  upon  the  Levitt- 
,l!*  cal  priefthood,  and  preceded  the  introdudion  of  the 

tcficbemf!*  gofpel-fiatc*  which  is  built  upon  the  priefthood  of  Chrift. 

This,  1  fay*  is  now  certainly  abolifhed  and  fet  alide* 
by  reafon  of  its  infufRciency,  unavailablenefs*  and  im* 
poffibility  to  purge  the  confcience  from  guilt,  and  juftify. 
a  (inner  to  eternal  life  :  As  the  moral  law  could  not  do 


this,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flejh *  (Rom.  viii. 
3.  lee  the  note  there*,)  fo  neither  could  the  ceremonial 
law,  in  that  it  was  only  a  type  of  fhadow  of  good  things 
}o  come ,  and  not  the  very  image ,  much  iefs  the  fubftance 
of  them-.  and  could  not  by  any  of  its  facrifces  take  away 
fm.  (Chap.,  jf.  1, — 4.} 

19  For  the  Mofaic  law  was  of  irielf  incapable  of  per- 
??.  feeing  its  worlhtppcrs  in  any  thing  that  pertains  to  the 

(erfeft,  but  the  confcience,  and  to  reconciliation  with  God  ;  It  was  on* 
bring-  jy  defigned  to  ptefigute  and  prepare  the  way  for,  and 

point 


NOTE. 


*  Though  Chrift  Hied  in  hi*  htimk'n  iia- 
Inre,  tkai  wasbocaufe  he  wa*a  ficrjfic£t  a* 
well  1$  a  pifieft ;  end  his  offering  up  nimfdf 
is  a  Ctcrifice  was  an  aft  of  his  prieftbond; 
and  fo  he  officiated  as  a  prieft  in  Ms  very  dy¬ 
ing  ;  and  c^nfe^aentiy  did  net  die  out  of  his 
brace  for  others  to  faceted  brmT  »  the  Lo- 
friiiwl  prieft*  did,  fiuce  his  priefthood  fiiffcr* 


bri  no  interrupt  ion  by  hU  dyin^t  and  as  in 
divine  nature  it  was  impoflible  thafhe  (hould: 
die*  fo  according  to  it*  powerful  Iff*,  he 
coatinocd  immortal  in  his  facerdotal  office, 
and  be  rv»afTtimcd  ids  human  life,  that  he 
might  fulfil  the  remainder  of  his  priefthood 
in  ever  living  to  make  inter ceffion  for  them 
that  come  unto  God  by  him,  ver*  *5* 


33° 

brlii  t-mjj  in  of  a 
brr.  r  Jiootf  diJ; 
by  (he  rfl-kh  we 
nigh  uoti* 

G«L 


*0  And  in  » 
touch  ts  not 
'without  an* oath 
h.  waj  msdepriejh 


it  (For  tho£ 
pried  t  were  made 
without  an  oatb  $ 
but  this  with  an 
oath,  by  him  that 
faid  onto  him. 
The  Lord  fwart, 
and  wtU  not  re¬ 
pent,  Tbou  att  a 
pritfl  for  ever  af¬ 
ter  the  order. of 
Melchiftdec:) 


ii  By  b  mueh 
uu  Jefiu  made  a 
fawy  of  abetter 
t  tefluTKOti 
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point  to,  wh?t  fhould  bo  effeftual  for  thefe  purpofes,  as 
it  was  our  fchadlm&fter  to  bring  us  unto  Chrifty  that  we 
might  be  juftifird  by  faith  in  him,  (Gal.  Jti.  24O ;  but 
t^e  introduction  of  the  gofpel-ftate,  and  of  Chrift,  this 
better  High  Prieft,  and  of  his  truly  expiatory  facrificr, 
who  in  the  difeharge  of  his  prieftly  office  is  the  objeft 
of  our  hope,  gives  us  abetter  ground  of  confidence,  and 
a  furer  hope  toward  God,  than  the  law  ever  could  ■,  and 
has  perfected  all  that  was  deficient  iii  the  law  itfelf,  and 
prefigured  by  it :  Under  thefe  confide  rations,  vte  have 
botdnefs  and  aeceft  with  confidence  by  the  fdijk  of  Chrift , 
(Ephef.  iii,  12,}  and  fo,  as  a  holy  prieft hood,  may  after 
up  fpiritudl faerificet,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jeftss  Chrift , 
(1  Pet,  ii.  j.);  yea,  we  have  a  better,  nearer,  and  more 
advantageous  approach  to  God  through  Chrift  by  faith, 
in  gofpel-worfhip,  than  even  tbe  y/srwi/Vd/ priefts  them* 
felves  had  with  their  facrificcs  and  offerings,  when  they 
went  into  the  holy  of  holies;  and  we  are  not  debarred 
this  liberty,  as  the  people  then  were,  who  were  kept 
at  a  diftance;  but,  through  Jefus  Chrifl,  every  true  be¬ 
liever  has  accefs  by  me  Spirit  to  tbe  Father.  (Epbef.  ii. 
18.) 

20  And  we  may  well  be  allured  of  this,  for  as  much 
as  he  was  conftitured  in  his  office,  not  as  the  priefts  of 
old  were  in  a  common  way,  but  by  a  fijlemn  oath  of 
God  himfdf,  to  fignify  the  excellency,  immutability, 
and  perpetuity  of  his  priefthood,  as  what  fhouli  never 
fail. 

21  For  all  the  former  priefts  under  the  law  were  con- 
ftituted  in  their  office,  without  the  foJemnity  of  ratifica¬ 
tion  by  ao  oath  *,  nothing  of  that  kind  being  ever  hinted 
in  their  confecration  to  it,  which  left  their  office  in  a 
repeatable  (lace,  whenever  God  fhould  pkafe :  Hut  this 
great  and  glorious  High  Prieft,  even  Jefus,  whom  we 
are  fpeaking  of,  (wr.  22.}  was  con  ftituted  in  his  office 
with  all  the  irrevocable  folemnity  of  an  oath  by  God 
his  Father,  who  fatd  unto  him  In  the  place  fo  often  re¬ 
ferred  to  already,  {Pfai.  cx.  4,)  The  Lord  hath  fwom 
hy  himfelf,  and  will  never  retraft  or  reverfe  it.  Thou  an, 
in  thine  own  perfon,  without  any  fucceflbr,  an  ever* 
lifting  and  unchangeable  High  Prieft,  after  the  fimiii- 
tude  of  Me/chifedect  even  unto  the  confirm  matron  of  ail 
things.  (See  the  note  on  chap,  v,  10.) 

22  In  proportion  then  to  the  fuperior  excellence  of 
this  to  tbe  Aarontcal priefthood,  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
office  and  the  manner  of  eftablifhmenc  in  it,  Jefos,  the 
once  crucified,  but  now  exalted  Saviour,  was  coil ftituted 
by  God  the  Father*®  own  appointment  aiid  inveftiture. 
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an  undertaker,  prom ifer  and  fponfor  *,  in  a  way  of  fure- 
tyfliip  to  him  for  us,  ro  ratify  the  new  covenant  by  hie 
death,  and  to  take  effectual  care  that  all  the  require. 
nrc»E$  lw  anfwc'red,  chat  were  neceffary  ro  fecure  the 
accompliffiment  of  its  promifes;  which  is  abetter  co¬ 
venant  than  that  made  with  Ifraet  at  mount  Sinai,  as 
it  has  a  better  lurecy  than  any  of  the  high  priefts  of  old 
couid  be  and  as  its  adminiftration  is  with  greater 
light  and  iimp-icity,  and  with  wider  extent  to  the 
Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  and  is  eflahiijked  upon  better 
promijes ,  (chap*  viii.  6.)  which  alfo  may  be  considered 
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•  A  ford}  or  fiwfor  (i^Tu©*)  is  one  that 
drii*$  nigh,  undertakes  or  ptomifes,  and  U 
baaod  for  another,  either  to  di»  or  pay  that 
fnrhitn  which  he  eanno:  or  will  no r  do  or  psy 
forhim&lh  It  i%  one  who  cnfagctfcr  another, 
thir  the  obligations  which  he  is  under  thall 
be  one  way  or  another  anfvertd.  Such  a 
fumy  is  Chri/l,  not  for  GwJ  ro  his  people, 
as  fome  would  hare  it  f  for  God  needs  no 
fuitty  fw  him  to  fecure  the  performance  of 
his  proraUes  to  us  ;  nor  do  w  atez  wj  one 
frym  hitn,  merely  for  the  confirmation  of 
ojrhith  in  them,  finet  his  own  uuebduge- 
ahLc  veracity,  as  mini  felled  in  his  word  and 
oath,  are  an  abiulute  focurity,  and  the  higb- 
ell  evidence  of  it,  and  of  his  performing 
them  at  had  been  deck  red,  ch,  vi,  13,— -rj. 
And  in  the  nature  of  thing?,  a  fnrety  oughr 
to  be  a  perfbn  of  more  credit  and  ability 
than  be  U  for  whom  be  engages,  or  at  leaft 
ought  Co  he  one  that  is  provided  ro  iecurc 
ijainft  fome  defert  nr  failure  of  fidelity  or 
up«ity  that  poffiMy  may  he  found  in  him 
for  whom  he  is  a  fnrety  ;  neither  of  which 
can  be  /aid  of  God  without  blafphemy* 
And  if  Chrtffc  were  only  in  a  fax  fitfi  a  furc* 
iv,  in  a  way  of  xtltnefi  for  G**lj  this  is  by 
no  means  a  proper  furetyflitp ;  ror  i%  it  any 
thing  different  in  its  nature  and  kind  from 
what  was  done  by  the  prophet,  evangclifls, 
and  apadb,  in  the  teftimony  they  have 
given  under  divine  in fpintwn  to  hirn; 

But  **  Chrift  is  a  furcty  for  us  10  God  :* 
We  needed  that  he  fhouhl  be  fo,  ai  we  are 
litiFu’  creatures,  and  info  Went  of  what  is  re¬ 
quired  by  the  bvf  as  a  covenant  of  work?, 
which  was  broke  for  want  of  a  furety  tu  cti- 
;ajc  for  our  keeping  it;  and  without  a  fure- 
ly,  the  new  covenant  would  be  in  danger  of 
being  broken  on  our  part,  as  that  with  Adam 
vnu  And  as  the  apoftlc’s  di&ourfe  in  this 
000  Lent  is  profefltdly  ail  a  Jong  about  the 
ptvjtbaoJtiE  Chrtft,  hU  bcinvu  far  tty  reisers 
to  the  cuenition  of  his  pritfify  v$ce9  which, 
like  that  of  the  pnelts  under  the  Uw,  was 
far  thefttfU  to  God,  aud  art  fir  Gad  tu  the 


people:  And  though  the  covenant  of  grace, 
confidered  as  a  Ufiamtntf  was  confirmed  bf 
the  dttik  of  Chrift,  (ehap* ix,  *5,^17-  fee 
the  note  there,)  and  alt  its  bie/fings  were 
putchakd  by  it ;  and  though  the  commit 
was  made,  with  a  reference  to  his'  death,  1* 
the  procuring  eauft  of  all  its  benefits,  m  the 
virtue  of  which  they  foould  be  brought 
home  and  applied  to  us,  through  faith  in 
him  > .  yet  hiidtjth  did  not  procure  rht  go. 
Tenant  itfclf,  which  was  made  long  before, 
with  a  prwifo  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  as  the 
&fBJi J  c&nditicn  of  its  taking  effort ;  But  the 
covenant  itfclf  U  merely  the  effort  of  the  In¬ 
finite  wi/dewr*  and  grace  of  .God  in  the  eier> 
nal  connfcli  of  his  will*  and  iis  di/penh* 
lions  to  us  it  founded  upon  the  covenant* 
trail frrtiods  before  aU  worlds  between  iho 
lather  and  Bon,  about  the  manner  and 
means  of  accompli  thing  its  great  defign,  as 
might  be  mofl  honourable  to  nil  GtxTf  per* 
ftrtuvn*  in  bringing  many  (bus  to  glory. 
Accordingly,  Chrift  u*  the  finely  of  the  co* 
veuaut  undertook  to  iutisfy  divine  juft  ice  for 
all  their  traofgrc lions,  to  redeem  them  from 
th£  curfc  of  the  U#,  and  defaived  wrath 
and  imfery,  flavcry  and  ruin,  and  to  par* 
chafe  for  (bum  all  the  blcfltnp  of  grace  and 
glory,  (chap.  ix.  i$.)  and  be  further  enga¬ 
ged  to  furniJh  them  with  all  tbofo  JLp  plies  of 
his  Spirit  and  grace,  through  the  merit  of 
bis  blood,  a a  Ihoidd  he  nccclLry  w  renew 
and  fuirtify  them,  and  bring  them  to  faith 
and  repen  unce,  and  enable  them  to  fulfil 
the  duties  of  the  covenant,  that  (bould  be 
mccrnibeoc  upon  diem,  to  prevent  their  vio* 
] s ting  its  fitcml  bondtf  and  defcatiog  their 
Jjitercff  in  it,  by  wilful  dUbbcditnpe  and  ot¬ 
ter  Upofiaey,  through  the  power  of  indwel¬ 
ling  corruptions,  and  /unrounding  ten  pi  a-* 
tioof,  by  wliich  they  would  certainly  mi£ 
carry,  wen  they  left  to  thcmiclvea. 

rf  “  Cbrifl’s  being  the  furej  of  a  better 
“  covenant,^  tas  to  fuppoie  Uui  the  ctw 

vcoiot  made  with  lihei  liad  a  furety,  which 
may  refer,  not  la  Mu(es  pcdonally,  but  to 

ibe 
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^3  Aod*  they 
tniiy  were  many 
prices ,  becoiufe 
they  were  not  Suf¬ 
fered  to  conti¬ 
nue  hy  raafou  vi 
death  : 


as  a  iefiamentary  covenant  ft  in  one  view  of  it,  as  it  was 
finally  put  in  force  by  the  death  of  Chriit,  who,  as  a 
ujl&ior ,  bequeathed  all  its  blelfings  to  the  heirs  of  pro- 
mifd,  { Chap *  ix.  15,— 17.) 

23  And  indeed,  further  to  (bow  the  weaknefs  ard 
unprofitableness  of  the  legal  difpenfation,  (7 ter*  t8*) 
it  is  well  known,  that  though  the  high  prieft's  office  if* 
Jklf  wtit  but  one  ;  and  though  but  one  at  a  time  coui  i 
execute  it,  yet  there  was  a  fuccelfion  of  many  of  them 
that  officiated  in  it  from  generation  to  generation  ;  be¬ 
cause  they  being  merely  mortal  men,  were  not  permit¬ 
ted,  by  reafon  of  death,  to  live  in  the  perpetual  cxer* 
rife  of  tbeir  office;  nor  was  it  poflible  that  they  Qioulct, 
fmee  they  all  died  like  other  men,  and  then  their  pried- 
Jy  function,  as  vefled  in  their  own  perfons  refpe£tivdy, 
died  with  them,  and  they  could  never  re-afTume  it  again, 
or  continue  to  carry  it  on  in  another  world;  which 
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the  eWrfl,  as  fnah,  who,  in  the  cwcu- 
(Wiof  hb  office,  was  a  fart  ©f  typic-jl  mt- 
diattir  and  firtiy  or  behalf  of  the  people  to 
God,  by  means  of  a  typical  expiation,  which 
he  made  on  the  great  day  of  atonement.  (See 
Dr  Owen  on  the  place  ) 

f  Hie  Greek  word  rendered  covenant  {tid* 
(**u  4  difpmfQt  and  the  Hebrew 

word,  which  stnfwers  irr  (riN12  4X13)  ciyj- 
inj)  (ignifies  'any  difpofimn,  c9nJHtuifontJettfa 
mtfltf  or  tf/dbfijbrncAt  of  things;  and  fb  is 
applicable  to  either  of 'thefe  firnfbs,  where- 
ever  it  is  found  in  the  Old  or  NewTefia* 
ment ;  and  fc  hat  fort  of  confi  Ho  tic*  or  efia~ 
irt$mrtJi  i*  meant  by  it,  in  every  place,  is  to 
he  gnthcrrrl  from  the  context,  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  things  there  fpoken  of,  whether 
>1  be  a  conflltnnTn  by  a  lav t  or  wwtvnl  c?m~ 
tail,  or  a  free  pretn'jc,  or  a  tifiamttfl  It  is 
inn  fUy  trail  fatal  covenant  in  thUcpiflle,  as 
well  as  in  other  places,  and  it  may  very  well 
tefoi  tin  lefts  whrn  there  U  a  particular  re¬ 
ference  to  the  nature  and  ufe  of  a  lefi&mtnt 
among  then,  in  which  view  it  frems  to  be  rc- 
jitvicoted, chap*  ix*  iy,*— it*  whir  reference 
to  the  death  of  a  tcfliior  to  put  it  in  force* 
Wat  which  w-iy  ftever  it  he  rendered,  it  horri¬ 
fies  a  fettle  ment  i  or  ffitibhjbmeitt 

of  one  kind  or  others  and  when  it  is  uftd  u> 
jexprefc  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  h  a  co¬ 
venant  of  free  promif/s,  it  may  be  convict¬ 
ed  as  containing  ths  nature  of  a  tcfls/rtttifsry 
eft  width  depends  entirely  upon  the 
gnod-wil)  and  plealure  of  the  donor,  as  to 
the  hleiTiiiga  beftovved,  and  the  peribny  that 
fra  It  have  them ;  and  ws  to  the  time,  way, 
terms,' and  means,  in  which  the  bellow  ment 
of  them  ihall  take  effefl  through  the  death 
<W  Chriii,  rather  than  as  cocuimng  the  Da* 
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ture  nf  a  proper ,  firi&9  and  formal  covenant k 
which,  in  our  nfwU  acceptation  of  the  word, 
is  an  agreement  between  two  or  more  par¬ 
ties  about  things,  that  are,  or  may  be  m 
their  own  power  to  perform;  which  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  reconciled  to  the  fcnpture-reprcfenra* 
ikin  of  the  covenant  cf  grace,  as  made  be¬ 
tween  God  and  ft r ful  men.  and,  perhaps, 
this  may  he  one  reafon  why  this  covenant  is 
eomiumiiy  exprefled  by  a  word,  which,  rf 
alt  other  cod  it  i£ut  ion  s,  primarily  Signifies  a 
Ufiamcnf;  and  I  fee  no  inconfifteney  in  fup- 
poling,  fhauhe  fubftance  of  the  fame 
onus  lettlemcnr,  or  difpofrtion  of  fpirituul 
biefEngs,  may  be  called  both  a  Covenant  and 
aTeftamciVr  only  umfi  this  diftcrenee,  th;<t 
when  it  is  called  i  Covenant,  it  leads  our 
thoughts  to  God  jo  Chrifl,'  as  the  Maker  of 
tti  but  when  it  is  called  a  Te  flam  cut,  it 
cacnes  an  idea  of  ns  hehig  made  by  Christ : 
And  fo  tf  we  Ctif)()ikr  it  ai  i.rovcnnnt  nf  prt* 
rnifiSi  which  God  made  with  h is  people  in 
ChriH,  ft  was  ratilred  hy  bis  hhtj  f  under  the 
notion  of  a  Mediator  or  iVtry ;  but  if  we 
confiderii  as  a  Uftzmtnl  which  Chrift  trr  da, 
correfponrlent  ro  God’s  covenant,  it  was  rj- 
tilTCtl  by  bis  death,  tinder  the  notion  i.f  a 
t?fi£t$ry  that  has  beqnea  hed  legacies  to  the 
heirt  of  filiation,  and  has  made  a  decid'j* 
lion  of  his  will  with  relation  themm:^; 
And  thereffli^  though  corfidering  it  u  *dcr 
the  formal  notion  of  a  ttSemctit  made  hy 
Chrlfl,  it  needed  no  Media r.or  nr  Surrtv  ; 
yet  confidering  it  under  the  formal  noti.tn  of 
a  covenant  which  God  mad*  with  his  people 
in  and  thrmiqh  Chrill,  it  t>oth  needed  and 
hadaMcd^torj  as  he  called,  chap,  vtti, 
or  a  Surety,  as  we  have  it  io  this  pficc,  (See 
the  note  on  chap*  ix.  15.) 
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ffiows  that  there  was  no  ina perfection  and  mutability  in 
that  (late  oF  the  church. 

**  Bat  th«  24.  But  on  the  contrary,  to  aiFure  os  of  the  greater 
alri-unh”  e»«*  exce^encc  and  tincbangeablcnefs  of  the  gofpel-difpen- 
hrb  an.oachanl  fat'ion,  this  glorious  perfon  Jefus  Chrift,  who  wi6  typi- 
pibk  pricitood.  fied  by  Melcbifedecy  and  was  truly  a  man,  but  was  Cod 
as  we)!  as  man,  that  he  might  be  a  (it  mediator  between 
God  and  men,  and  a  proper  Surety  to  God  for  men  \ 
this  dirine  man,  of  whom  we  are  fpeaking,  becaufe  he 
could  not  die  out  of  his  office,  aa  merely  mortal  men 
did  under  the  law,  abides  evcrlaftingly  in  the  execution 
of  it,  without  any  interruption  by  death,  (fee  the  note- 
on  ver,  16.)  i  and  fo  in  his  own  (ingle  perfon  has  an  im¬ 
mutable  and  never-failing- priefthoo.d»  which  cannot  pafs 
away  from  bim  to  another;  but  which  he  continues  to 
carry  on  at  his  Father's  right  hand  in  heaven,  by  appear* 
jng  twfore  him,  as  a  lamb  that  had  been  (Iain,  (Rev.  v. 
6.)  and  as  a  prieft  upon  his  throne.  (Zech.  vi.  13.} 
*1  Wherefore  25  It  may  therefore  be  folidly  concluded  from  this, 
twe*hem  to^the  ant*  ^rom  that  has  heen  faid  before  concerning  Ohrid, 
ittamoQ,  that  a*  ftur  great  High  Prieft,  that  he  has  not  only  all  divine 
(Bie  vnto  God  ability  originally  in  himfelf;  but,  in  oppofition  to  the 
"Ewh”5  to  weakneCj  of  the  Aaronical  priefthood,  he  has  like  wife 
nske  intcreeffion  *H  ejjicc-pcvicr  *  and  authority,  which  includes  his  wi7- 
brihcn.  fingnefst  to  give  complete  deliverance  from  all  fin  and 

ruifery,  fears  and  dangers,  and  to  advance  to  all  the 
glory  and  blelFcdnefs  of  the  heavenly  date,  in  the  face 
of  all  oppolition  and  difficulty,  to  the  urmod  extent  of 
his  office-power  and  merit ;  to  the  untie  ft  cf  the  wants, 
deftres,  hopes,  and  capacities  for  happinefs  ;  and  to  the 
utmoft  period  of  time,  yea,  even  to  the.  eternal  falva* 
tion  of  all,  tb-<«t  under  a  fenfe  of  their  wants  make  their 
approaches  to  God  in  prayer,  and  ocher  parts  of  gofpel- 
worihip,  through  him,  for  all  feafonablc  relief  on  his 
account,  as  the  only  mediator,  with  faith  in  his  name; 
fince.he'lives  forever  in  heaven,  not  only  as  a  divine 
per  foil,  and  as  clothed  with  human  nature  ;  hut  alfo  as 
their  great  High  Prieft  and  Advocate,  (who  has  a  prevail¬ 
ing  inter  eft  with  God  the  Father)  to  make  continual  inter- 

cefftoa 


NOTE. 

*  CUfilVs  beWigaMctft  fave,  relates*  not  in  the  preceding  verf^  from  whence  His  abl- 
*>  his  nbfoluLc  powers  God,  who,  as  inch,  Juy  b  interred  £ft  this  verfe,  fur  thus  the 
i»  able  ro  d*  all  things,  that  does  Dot  im pi y  mojicftioa  ftands,  JJecau'e  he  continuer 
a  toft iradtQion  to  the  oai are  of  things  them*  1-1  ever,  he  has  an  unci  mineable  prictthu&f, 
KSrei,  or  to  the  pt;rfc(liuns  of  his  own  **  therefore  he  i$  able  tu  favctotheotm&tt** 
tu w :  for  though  this  divine  power  it  fun-  And  this-  further  appears  from  the 

Kuncntalto  i he  ability  here  afcribed  to  him,  proof  that  is  given  of  hk  ability-  £>r  this 
jvt  it  U  his  nflicc-potWj  as  Owl-man  Me*  purpofe,  in  ihtdofc  of  the  wt,  which  is, 
duifir*  chat  is  f.-re  intended*  a*  appears  **  Seeing  he  ever  lira  to  mate  irtercefliMi 
li U  unclungcatle  fincfihowl  mentioned  "  for  tlwm.'t 
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*5  For  fad)  ii 
high  prieft  be¬ 
come  os,  who  U 
Mf,  bvmWA, 
Undcfifed,  ftp »- 
rue  from  finnen, 
andmuk  higher 
ibu  the  bcareott 


17  Who  need- 
eth  not  daily,  u 
thoft  high  pridb, 
to  offer  Qp  facri- 
fic*,  firfl  for  his 
own  fini^itd  then 
for  the  people*  : 
for  this  be  did 
once,  when  he 
offered  up  him- 

or. 


ceffion  for  them,  which  he  does  m  the  prefentation  of 
his  perfon,  and  of  rhe  merit  of  his  (acrifice,  aod  in  a 
plea  of  right,  {John  xvii*  24,)  that  all  bldlings  may 
be  given  to  them,  according  to  the  purchafe  of  bis  blood, 
which  he  (hed  for  the  remifiion  of  their  fins,  and  ob¬ 
taining  eternal  redemption  for  them* 

26  For  fuch  an  excellent,  able,  ever-living  and  per- 
fe£t  High  Priefl  was  fit  and  neceflary  for  us  \  and  ii  be¬ 
came  the  infinite  wtfdom  and  liolinefs  of  God  to  pro¬ 
vide  fuch  ah  one  for  us,  {chap,  ii,  10,)  who  is  not  him- 
felf  a  (inner,  as  we  are,  and  as  all  the  high  priefts  un¬ 
der  the  law  were  ;  but  is  unfponedly  pure  in  bis  nature, 
thoughts,  words,  and  deeds,  {Luke  u  35,  and  ALls  ii. 
27.  and  I’JVfvrii*  «.)  ino&enfive,  (*****>J  innocent 
and  blamelefe,  no  way  injurious  to  any,  and  now  raifed 
above  the  reach  of  being  hurt  by  any;  never  tainted 
with  the  lead  pollution  in  heart  or  life,  nor  defiled  by 
means  of  other  perfons  vs  things  (as  the  legal  priefts 
often  were)  to  interrupt  bim  in  the  performance  of  his 
Cacerdotal  office,  yea,  was  free  from  original  fia,  as  ha¬ 
ving  been  born,  not  in  a  natural,  or  federal,  way  of 
union  with  Adamy  like  the  reft  of  mankind  £  and  he 
was  removed  to  the  furtheft  diltance  from  all  commu¬ 
nion  with  tinners  in  any  of  their  evil  principles,  ways 
or  works  5  and  *  far  excels  all  the  angels  in  hoiinefs, 
as  well  as  is  now,  in  his  exalted  ftate,  advaoced  to  the 
higheft  authority  and  glory  above  them  in  the  heaven 
of  heavens,  far  beyond  all  other  heavens,  [Epbef  iv.  10*) 

27  From  hence  it  plainly  appears  that,  being  abfo* 
lutely  finlefe,  he  had  no  occafion,  as  the  high  priefts 
had  under  the  law,  to  offer  on  every  great  day  of  atone¬ 
ment  fi  expiatory  Sacrifices,  fir  ft  for  perfonal  fins  of  his 
own,  as  they  did  for  theirs,  (fee  Levit*  v.  16.)  and  then 
for  the  fihs  of  his  people,  as  they  did  for  tbc  fios  of  If* 
rad  j  but  with  regard  to  the  fins  of  his  people^  he  did 
this,  and  finifhed  it  all  atonce^  by  way  of  complete  a- 
tonement  for  them,  when,  through  the  eternal  Spirit , 
he  offered  him/elf  without  fpot  to  Gody  (chap,  ix,  14*)  in 
oppofmon  to  the  frequent  offerings  of  Sacrifices  for  the 
peoples  fine  under  the  law,  and  in  oppofition  to  thofc 
priefts  that  bad  nothing  of  their  {rum*  and  nothing  bet¬ 
ter  than  beafis  and  birds  to  offer* 


N  o 

m  Tbc hiaveni*  by  a  common  mcronymy, 
Ii  pm  for  m  ivbebiiaHtij  (See  1  Chrofc.  xvh 
30,  31.  PC  xevi*  11.  ind  atlijc*  13.) 

t  relate*,  I  think, 

not  to  the  daily  offerings  of  the  common 
prieflft  but  Xs>  the  uiuu*'  offerings  the 


high  prieft,  at  every  return  of  the  great  dzf 
of  atonement ,  for  it  is  the  office  of  the 
high  prteft  that  i s  here  fpoken  of;  aod  \l 
only  on  the  anniverfary  day  of  atone¬ 
ments  from  time  to  tirie.'tfitt  they  ofiert^ 
for  thcmfdvw  and  for  the  people. 
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%z  Fcrthtlaw  28  For  the  lam  of  a  carnal  commandment  ^  f«r*  16-} 
"ridfiswSAbiie  *ts  oonftfruti°n  anc*  appointment,  ordered  fucK  to  be 
iLfrnUcy;  bm  the  coafecrated  to  the  high  prielTs  office,  as  are  merely 
word  of^eoith,  mortal  men,  weak  and  dying  creature*,  and  no  better* 
li^laJ^mShS  KveTt  23*)  J  yeai  afi  are  attend^  with  as  well  aft 

the  Sot)]  who  t*  natural  infirmities like  other  msnj  and  fo  needed  to  of* 
ro  tasted  for  fee  for  their  own  fins,  (wr.  27.)  j  hut  the  word  which 
cv«.noic.  God  fpofce,  and  folemniy  confirmed  with  his  oath,  and 

delivered  in  the  facred  writings,  (Pf.  cx*  4.)  many  bun* 
dreds  of  years  after  the  law  was  given  by  Mvfcs ;  this 
word  invefls  the  eternal  Son  of  God  bimfelf  with  his 
prieftly  office,  who  is  confecrared  to  it  and  perfe£tediu 
it,  (nn^rni)  as  one  that  never  had  any  moral  defect 
tq  be  a  bleraiffi  upon  his  prieftbood  or  facrifice,  or  to 
require  an  offering  for  himfelf ;  and  who  is. now  in  his 
exalted  ftate  entirely  free,  even  from  all  the  natural  in¬ 
firmities  of  mankind,  which  he  was  attended  with  in 
this  world,  that  he  might  be  capable  of  dying  as  a  fa- 
crifice  ;  and  fo  he  is  every  way  fit  to  dtfeharge  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  prieftbood  for  perpetuity  in  his  own  per* 
Ton,  as  our  great  and  only  interccffor,  without  alteration 
or  end  till  the  whole  defign  of  it  (hall  he  perfeflly  ac~ 
complifhed,  to  the  eternal  falvation  of  the  church,  and 
of  every  individual  member  of  iu 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  tranfcendeBtly  excellent  is  the  priefthooct  of  Chrift,  as  h  is  after  the  or* 
der  of  Mckhsfidcc ,  and  confirmed  for  ever  by  the  oath  of  God  himfelf  !  aid  of 
vhat  vail,  importance  Is  it,  that  oar  faith  be  eftabtifhed  herein  J  The  apoftie 
thought  it  fo,  or  elfe  he  would  never  have  taken  fuch  abundant  pains  to  illustrate 
and  confirm  it.  Metc&fidec,  as  an  extraordinary  prieft  of  the  moft  high  God, 
Med  Abraham,  who  with  Levi,  as  naturally  and  Federally  included  in  his  loios, 
paid  tithes  to  the  fuperior  prieft*  But  how  much  more  eminent  a  prieft*  as  well 
as  ting  of  righteoufaefs  and  peace,  is  the  Son  of  God,  than  MetcbifeJre  \  He 
was  only  in  type  what  Chrift  is  in  reality,  without  beginning  of  days  or  end  of 
fife ;  without  any  earthly  father  according  to  the  flefh,  and  without  any  mother 
accordiop  to  his  divine  nature  ;  and  an  eternal  High  Prieft  of  fuch  perpetual  power 
and  complete  acceptance  with  his  heavenly  Father,  according* to  the  energy  of 
Us  immortal  life;  as  ftipertedcs  the  want  of  any  other  to  make  atonement  either 
for  believing  Jew*  or  Genii!***  Aud  how  dititrent  from,  and  incomparably  more 
excellent  is  his  prieftbood  than  that,  which  was  appointed  by  the  law  of  a  carnal 
mmrtlDdment !  He  fprung,  not  From  the  tribe  of  Levi,  but  of  Judah,  which 
sever  had,  by  divine  inftitution*  any  fhhre  in  the  high  prieft’s  office  after  the  or¬ 
der  of  Aaron*  who  and  bis  Tons  were  merely  mortal  men,  and  in  their  turns  died 
ouc  of  their  office,  and  were  fucceedcd  by  others  of  their  tin*\  and  they  all  had 
fins  of  their  own  to  atone  for,  before  they  coud  offer  a  facrifice  for  the  fins  of 
IfrasL  But  Chrift  befog  holy,  barmMs,  undefiled  and  feparate  from  finners, 
could  have  no  occaffon  to  offer  any  propitiatory  facrifice  on  his  own  account  ; 
but,  by  offering  up  faimfdf,  he  at  once  expiated  the  fins  of  his  people :  And  as 
be  never  died  out  of  his  office  ;  fo,  being  made  higher  than  the  heavens,  he  con* 
tfouilly  and  completely  exercifes  it  alone  byhirofdf,  without  any  pretleceflbr  or 
fimffor  in  it*  This  change  of  ih*  prhjtbwd  naturally  brought  on  an  abolition 
oi 'the  four,  to  which  it  belonged,  on  account  of  the  infufikiercy  of  that  law  and 
prk& hood  to  perfect  the  woffhip  and  happinefa  of  the  church ;  and  introduced 
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the  Eofpcbflate,  which  depends  upon,  and  draws  the  moft  fub/hntul  effi-jacy 
from  the  priefthood  of  Chriit  Hoiv  much  better  grounds  of  hope  then  have 
we  m  him,  and  in  the  gof]iel  of  the  prace  of  God  through  him*  than  ever  could 
hare  been  had  by  the  law  !  And  with  what  humble  confidence*  and  happy  fjo 
cefs#  may  the  believing  firmer  qow  approach  God  m  Chart  I  He  is  the  Surety  of 
the  new  covenant  to  undertake  with  God  his  Father,  thit  all  requirements  ihould 
be  anfwered  in  order  to  a.frcure  accompli  ihm eh t  of  its  great  and  precious  proml- 
fes;  and  he  is  able  to  lave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him  ;  Guce 
be  ever  lives  as  a  righteous  advocate,  to  make  interccflion  for  them. 


CHAP.  VIIL 

The  apoftle^  having  Jinifbed  his  argument  drawn  from  the  compartfon  of 
the  priefthood  of  Melchifedec  with  that  of  Aaron,  jbews  that  bis 
main  dejign  therein  was  to  demonftrate  the  excellency  yf  Chrift's  prirjl- 
hood  above  that  of  Aaron,  which  headds  jtill  further  light  ft?,  hy 
comparing  him  w:thy  and  preferring  him  tot  the  high  priejts  under 
the  iawt  with  refpeSl  to  the  place  where  be  officiates t  the  facriftce  he 
■  offers )  and  the  covenant  of  which  he  is  the  Mediator ,  I, — 6*  And 
he  goes  by  way  of  digreJfton%  into  a  reprefentation  of  the  great  excel- 
knee  of  this  covenant  above  the  former ,  which  is  now  abSJbesL 


t«t.  Paraphrase, 

MOW  of  the  V[OW  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view,  in  dll  that  has  been 
things  which  -L  i  largely  in  fitted  on,  in  the  companion  between 

Vt  hi«  fpoken,  jnJtLTJ  V  n 

tUt  it  the  fain  :  Aaron  and  Melchtfedec%  who  was  a  molt  eminent  type 
We  have  fbdian  of  Chrift +,  may  be  fummed  up  in  this  5  Wc,  of  the 
js*hfe?l1or  "tbc  Tcfta  mem-church,  have  fuch  a  great  and  glorious 

right  hand  of  the  High  Pried  io  the  perfon  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  at  incom* 
throueof  th.Ma*  parabiy  excels  all  others,  and  particularly  all  the  prieds 
«n»  **D  of  the  A  atonic a\  order}  as  further  appears  from  the  place, 

where  he  officiates,  who  having  made  atonement  for  I'm 
by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  which  he  offered  upon  earth, 
is  now  exalted  in  his  human  nature,  and  perpetually  a- 
tudes  in  the  highelt  dignity  and  authority  for  the  com¬ 
pleting  of  his  office,  and  fecuring  the  application  of  the 
benefits  of  his  purchafe,  as  he  appears  in  the  immediate 
prefence  of  the  divine  majefty,  which  may  be  figura¬ 
tively  exprefted  by  his  being  feated  on  the  mod  honour¬ 
able  fide  (as  the  righi  hand  is  deemed  to  be)  of  God 
the  Father’s  moft  illuflrlous  difplay  of  his  glory,  as  on 
his  magnificent  throne  in  the  higheft  heaven.  (See  the 
note  on  APIs  vii.  55.) 

»  AminilUrof  i  And,  notwith Handing  his  glorious  exaltation  at 
ike&nfhury,*nrf  tj)e  Father’s  right  hand,  be  condefcemls  to  appear  an-i 
aft  in  his  prielUy  char  after,  as  a  public  rainifter,  ofii* 

ciatil;;7 


NOTE, 

t  Th*  word  hue  rtndwcd  tht  fttm9  figriifcts  either,  a  Iritf  jEmwwvv'1' 

ibtthiif  dhf.* 
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o*  the  tr^  later*  crating  towards,  ani  before  God  for  us  about  facred 
Wptuhed  !  tbingf,:  «tot  mtkt  earthly  fanftuary,  or  Judaic  holy  of 
and  uctman*  holies*  which  he  never  entered  into,  but  the  true  holy 
of  holies,  in  the  habitation  of  God’s  mofl  eminent  glo¬ 
ry,  even  heaven  itfelf,  which  is  called,  with  eroplucical 
peculiarity,  bis  fanffuaryy  (Pf*  cii.  19*)  and  was  typi¬ 
fied  by  that  on  earth  $  nor  does  our  bleflld  Lord 
fter  in  the  (hadowy  earthly  tabernacle,  in  which  he  ne¬ 
ver  officiated  as  a  prieft,  but  in  the  true  fubftantial  ta¬ 
bernacle  of  his  human  nature,  of  which  that  was  a  type 
or  figure ;  and  ("^J  which  was  formed  by  the  immedi¬ 
ate  power  of  God,  as  exerted  in  the  miraculous  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Holy  Gbott  upon  the  virgin  Mary-  (Luke 
I-  jsO  t  and  was  riot  creeled  by  human  aid  or  affiltance, 
as  that  tabernacle  was  in  which  the  legal  priefts^niL* 
niftered,  and  which  was  prepared,  fet  up,  said  fattened 
with  flakes  and  cords  hy  the  hands  of  men.  And  fince 
both  the  fanfluary  and  tabernacle ,  in  which  Chrift  now 
carries  on  his  prieftly  office,  are  more  excellent  than 
any  that  preceded  them,  we  may  affuredly  conclude, 
that  the facrijice,  which  he,  as  a  high  priett,  prelims 
to  God  therein,  mufl  needs  he  fo  too. 

1  every  g  For  the  fpecial  btifltiefs  of  every  high  prieft,  for 
datned^o  ^offer  whicb  he  *3  appointed  and  authorized  of  God,  is  to  pre- 
gifts  and  facd-  fent  oblations  and  facrifices  of  atonement,  which  ,  bad 
®CW!  been  flam  and  offered,  before  he  carried  their  blood  inti* 

the 

K  O  T  It. 

t  Some  underftand  the  fahtmatJfj  of  beruurff  may  very  properly  be  rrpsrdrd  a;  * 
v'hich  Clirift  n  iiidto.be  the  mindlcr,  as  type  of  the  body  or  /.inrun  ravine  cif  Ct  -riii ; 
fipilfying-  the  tmiverfil  cburcbt  for  whofe  for  the  human  body  is  cal'ed  a  laberr-jc-?, 
benefit,  it  mod  be  alio  wed,  he  officiates  as  a  Cor.  v,  i.  and  *  Pet,  u  14.; 

Akt  grot  High  Prieft.  Bur  he  doth  not  Ijord  in  his  in ^artiaL :or>  i.r  (jbfrisn U  i 

fJbeijte  in,  or  by  them,  asthe  rorans  of  his  (*rxx*;/)  imnngft  us.  (Jo!:i^  i.  J4  )  and 
.  heavenly  mini  ft  ration,  which  feems  to  be  fpoke  of  his  own  body  a  temple,  in  silu- 
ulut  theapoftle  here  intends,  in  allofion  to  ion  to  the  Jewifti  {t-mpk,  *hich  in  its  rfe 
the  jewifn  taberniclc,  in  which,  and  hy  fuec«*ietl  the  Tab«-iTaeIr,  John  'i.  10.2.1  ; 
means  of  which,  the  ardent  pried*  perform-  we  arc  atib  told*  that  in  &  iu  ;i  s t:>*  cr** 
ed  their  hoi jf  mini ftra<i^ ns.  Others  t a Wr  mde,  **  d^lh  all  die  ftrhiti*  of  the  Cod* 
fdAmwf/e  to  fign if y  the  fame  with  the  /vwf7»-  tl  head  bodily/1  \CoL  li-  p  )  es  tin 

even  hoven  itfrlf :  But  this  too  ranch,  tabernacle  w*$  fet  up  erdy  icr  a  to  h; 
nma  the  face  of  a  r+cedlcfs  tautology:  pulled  dowtf  on'  ihy^oiv  and  Then  cr<;£Ud 
fince  W  (jck<)  here  cannot  be  exc^eried  te-  again,  (Nirra.  i.  ji.  ji'flx.  fo  ums 

uufit  the  irticlc  (ray)  follows  it,  I  there^  the  body-  of  mir  l.ord  in  bis  de*rb  and 
fore  rather  apprehend  that  the  fan# wry  and  rtfurrtflion.  \VV  oay  alfo  furrhrr  ^bfrtvc, 
tdtrM&h  may  be  confuted  with  *  d'ftinc-  that  the  fUn&nsryM  fhiu^K  ticprcfied  by  1 
lioo  of  one  from  the  othert  as  the  firft  z\-  ’  pbralneun,  nya*)  iipnifivs  t4  the  bo* 
bdes  10  the  moft  holy  phoer  which  was  a  u  lieftof  all,  tr  ihc  hr-ly  ^  it 

figure  of  heaven  f  and  the  /emnd  alludes  to  rendered,  chap.  is.  8,  np  is-  *nd  /Eri(' ;stbe 
the  whole  of  that  Jacred  edifice  which  w+as  fenf;  which  J  take  to  bs  moft  d-.reeliy  in* 
ereOrd  under  the  few.  And  us  God  dwelt  tended  here:  And  yet  as  b  uJfo  /r.Jy 

in  the  tabernacle  with  vjfi hie  emblems  of  his  fATiryt,  a^d  as  ChriiVs  miniftrinj  hi  his 
flk>ry,  which  filled  the  boofe,  as  it  ifter*v  prifftiyoffier  is  abf'ut  fnch  ibrngs,  it  might 
wards  did  the  reiople,  (£*.  jtl.  34,  cotc-  not  he  amiis  to  ioggeft  that  ih ought  eiib, 
mred  wub  i  Kincs  riih  10. 11.)  fo  that  fa- 

Vol.  V.  T  ■  t 
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firts:  wherefore the  holy  place,  and  ia  order  to  his  doing  fo'  *  j  it  was 
wofiwotnUtthai  therefore  abfolutely  DecefTary,  that,  to  anfwer  that  eba- 
to  raster,  this  great  gofpel  High  Pried,  (w»)  of  whom 
ofier,  we  are  fptaking,  Should  alfo  have  a  facriftce  to  offer, 

Suitable  to  his  dignity,  as  God-man,  and  to  the  glori¬ 
ous  (late  and  place  ofhis  .prefent  mmiflration  5  and  that 
he  (liould  pretent  it  ip  the  heavenly  fan  Ciliary  before  the 
throne  of  God,  as  the  ancient  typical  high  pried  did 
the  blood  of  the  legal  fieri  (ices  before  the  mercy-feat  in 
in. the  mod  holy  place. 

«  Tor  if  h«  4  For  if  be  were  to  have  continued  only  upon  earth, 
'Eer*u*ini":t!  ***  he  could  not  ha ve^rffi crated,  as  a  high  prieft,  in  that 
prkit,  fed n 5 That  ttiofl  glorious  part  of  bis. office  which  was  to  be  perfor- 
t!>ere  are  p.it-il*  media  th ^fan£luarj\  Cnee  there  arc  high  priefls  of 
that  offer  gift?  uc-  Aaron'  s  Ordei,  that  prefent  fieri  Ikes  in  the  Jcjjlfb  ho- 
Jiw  j1”8  10  *  ly  of  hoiks,  according  to  God's  inftitution  of  that  office 

under  the  law  ;  which  admits  of  no  pried  of  any  other 
tribe,  and  coofequently  not  of  Chrid,  who  was  of  the 
tribe  of  Juiabt  to  be  joined  with  them.  (See  the  note 
on  chap.  vii.  13.) 

s  Who  fcrte  5  Who  mini  iter  in  that  tabernacle,  and  do  the  fer- 
anto  the  emm-  v;ce  0f  which  was  a  typical  draught  and  Oiadowy  re- 
ftravcnlr  thin^  prefentatioo  of  the  true  tabernacle  j-,  in  which  our 
as  Mofos  was  bluffed  Lord  now  officiates  in  heaveti,  as  an  interceffory 
wh-n^be  *«  T  a*  Prieft  j  intimations  of  which  were  given  by  God 

boot* kmu Jtc  the  to  when  he  received  divine  orders  of  what  be 

litsroadc. '  For  (hould  do  in  framing  and  On  jibing  that  earthly  tiber- 
f-'e  nacle : 


N  0  ■; 

1  The  true  key,  as  I  take  i:,  of  ihe  apo- 
file**  argument  in  this  and  the  tno  foUtnvfog 
verfrs,  rh*t  to  aiintwu  to  the  office  of 
the  bijjh  pvi-ft  the  few,  who  was  to 

till  ±.)[£  ot\lx  tTc  lUriKces  on  the  graf  day 

of  atonement,  bitforc  hu  entered,  and  ear¬ 
ned  ihelr  blood  iiiin  iLe  Jioiy  place  wfehin 
tbe-viriJf  as  was  rxpivt'rij  ordered,  {IjCT. 

xvi.  — 1 $.}  Cbriu  ulK'wJ  the  iacriricc  ef' 
1  um fc If  in  fcfe  death,  licforc  he  uitired  into 
heaven  with  h u  own  blood,  to  prdett;  the 
virtue  of  ii  before  the  throti*:  of  pwee,  and* 
ns  it  were,  to  fprinkle  it  on  the  throne* 
(which  mw  typified  hy  the  metoy-fcm,)  for 
rendenn^  11  ctfeftual  m;tu  aft  the  givat  ?od 
btefled  pnrpo(cs  for  which  it  had  Uen  tad, 
and  offered  in  a  (acrifidal  way  on  the  cruA  : 
Par  this  was  a  nect  fFjry  psrr  cf  the  icrvicc, 
Which  bdoaged  lo  the  offering,  in  order  to 
its  fully  anfwcriiij’  i  s  end,  and  feems  to  me 
to  Ue4ierc  pvifjripaliy  iiitcwlsd;  i\n  her  than 
the  effirin"  of  the  aronin^  facriJii'c  itlctf  oa 
the  bruen  altar,  which  was  finiLbci  by  the 
high  piieft  before  he  entered  with  its  blood 
jnto  the  lidihrary*  is  Chrifl’s  atfo  was  on  tho. 
croft*  when  through  the  ctcrwil  spirit  he 


'  E  3. 

offered  hirofelf  without  fpot  to  God  before 
he  entered  bto  heaven ;  Aud  therefore  it 
would  have  been  incoofi/fanr  with  the  utore 
of  CluiQfs  pridlhofd  for  hiip  rn  hsrecoasi* 
sued  on  earth,  as  the  apoAle  arpef  in  the  ucxi 
verte;  becaofe  tie  hi  which  hii 

miniftry  as  a  hijrh  ptieft  wr.t  io  he 
aceoriKne  to  the  iypi^l  mean  mg  of  the  h?’* 
ly  of  holies,  is  btovt*  iffttf.  This  l  hum¬ 
bly  cooeeive  fct$  the  wiwle  t'.ifcourie  on  this 
head  in  a  much  dewier,  cal'jcr,  asd  more  har* 
iRonidua light*  th-n  1  could  ever  gatlter  fro.ni 
the  numerous  perplexed  aeC^UAts  tJwt  \rM<* 
been  given  i>f  it- 

t  'l'hc  diJficcity  of  this  werfc  is  fo  gnat, 
and  the  various  intcrprtta:ioni  of  ii,  by  ail 
the  comm  emu  or  3 1  huve  tan,  ate  loehuure 
and  imfatMyirtg,  that  f  have  humbly  at* 
tempted  ro  give  \vha:  teem  to  oic  to  be  tie 
molt  cafy  and  intcJU^ib’c  account  of  it,  in 
confidence  v-iili  Mr  PiercvV  cnricifins 
fonie  of  the  word?,  which  rhry  ifat  arc  'o 
minded  may  ccmlialt ;  ard  which  indeed  foit 
led  ray  thoughts  to  this  fenfc*  rhou^li  it  !-e 
moftly  from  his,  and  from  *lt 

outers  that  1  have  met  with* 
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/ce  (&tth  be)  ifej  -  nacref7rEdf  wheo  be  was  going  about  that  work,  Goii 
ihh?s, i  {Ex.  xxv.  40:)  B e  very  careful  and  ex3& 

>•}  the  pttt£tQ.ria  youf  fuperintendency  and  dirc£Uonsfcr  making  ere* 
ih-iwcd  to  thet  io  ry,esen  the  molt  minute  part  of  the  tabernacle,  in 
tlie  m^uat.  which  i  will  dwell,  without  the  lead  variation  from, 
hut  juft  aocouting  to  that- mode],  which  was  plainly 
drawn  out  to  your  view  in  the  vifion  I  gave  you  of  it 
in.the  mount;  which  model,  as  it  was  of  heavenly  ori¬ 
ginal,  exa&ly  anfwerable  to  the  idea  of  it  in  the  .mind 
of  God,  was  aHb  a  typical  platform  of  the  inhabitation 
of  the  deity  in  the  tabernacle  of  Chrid’s  human  nature, 
in  which  he  miniftew  in  the  heavenly  fanttuary. 
he*  B<j£t*toed  **«  ^  And  (■,()  now  our  blelft'd  Lord,  in  his  exalted  date, 

mare  Lcsllent  has.  evidently  obtained,  by-»  lingular  appointment  and 
mini  (try.  by  how  call  of  God  his  Father,  and  accordingly  is  now  acLuaL 
thtTmedbtarofa  1?  engaged,  in,  a  far  more  excellent,  honourable,  and 
bean*  mrenur,  beneficial  office  ef  miniftration,  than  all  tint  ever- was 
which  u-as  erta»  exercifcd  before  him  under  the  old  eovenant>difpenfa- 
fer^mj&T  b<t"  t*on  *  as  on- many  other  accounts,  that  have  been  alrea¬ 
dy  in  lifted  on  at  large,  ( ver .  I, — and  chap,  vii.)  fp 
in  proportion  to  the  incomparably  greater  excellence 
and  advantage  of  the  v cw  cai^nanf-difpcnfation,  ( ver. 
8.)  *  of  whiich  he  is  the  only  mediator,  for  talcing  away 

all 
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*  For  Underfhndln£  tfij*  and  &1I  Hk  foL 
loTing  Tdrfo  to  ike  end  of  the  chapter*  in 
confirmation  of  what  is  here  aflerted  cen- 
ccrtifig  Clirft,  u  the  Mediator  of  a  better 
covenant,  which  h  alio  called  a  s tovtrtanf, 
m*  S,  13;  Ic  is  neceflary  to  ccnfidcr  whit 
that  fir  ft  covenant  was,  which  this  better  arid 
new  covenant  b  preferred  tn,  It  doubtieft 
ns  the,  covenant  which  God  made  with 
lilael  at  mount  Sinai,  as  appears  from  ver, 
p.  nhcre  it  15  called  44  the  covenant  that  he 
mide  with  cbeit'  fathers*  wlien  he  toot 
**  them  by  the  hand-  to  lead  them  oot  of 
“  Egypt/'  This  (taking  it  alt^ge:her)  was 
m&rdy  the  coreoa&t  of  works,  «  am* 
tuning  terms  of  acceptance  wl ta  gIkJ  ro 
eternal  life:  For  God  never  did,  nortould 
accept  finfot  creature*  to  eternal  life  upon  the 
fact  gf  that  broken  covenant.  Nor  was  it 
merely  the  covenant  of  gr^ce  :  F°r  thrift 
wu  always  the  Media: or  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  r  and  iu  ptoratfts  were  zlwayt,  for 
fublhnee  the  lame ;  and  fo  he  could  not  be 
fsid,  by  way  of  dirtinfUon,  to  be  the  Medi¬ 
ator  of  an  abibluteiy  better  covenant ;  nor 
amid  it  be  faid  to  be  ertablifhed  on  better 
promises  than  that.  1  therefore  appre¬ 
hend  that  it  was  a  u  temporary  covenant  of 
ts  peculiarity*  with  the  Jews*  which*  -confix 
dered  barely  as  a  covenant  between  God  &nrl 
them*  as  he  was  their  political  king,  and 
i]icy  were  bis  national  fabjc£hj  fdaten  only 


T  E. 

to  the  temporal  blr fuirg4:  of  this  life,  aod 
prnfperilyin  the  land  of  and  *o 

wi4  delivered  to  that  jiiLten*  us  a  body  pr4:* 
ttc,  under  the  form  of  a  covenant  of  w-uky, 
irpon  the  fulfilling  of  which  they  were  to  in¬ 
herit  the  bldTings  that  hod*  Eu;  ccn- 
Jidering  It  as  a  covenant  which  God  imds 
with  the  du:rth  of  If  ad*  as  ti«:r  re¬ 

iving  their  fpirhval  and  ctern?.l  enn- 
cerns,  it  certain cd  a  reprcientaiinn  both  of 
the  original  covenant  of  work*,  which  they 
•s  finners  Lad  broke,  and  cmild  no:  keep  : 
and  of  the  covenant  of  which  pro¬ 

vided  f^r  their  pardon  and  juUitlcarirn.  It 
let  forth  the  on  pine  1  covenant  of  work',  a* 
the  fubftuorc  of  dial  covenant  was  repre fenc¬ 
ed  in  the  law  of  the  ren  commandments; 
and  as  the  form  nf  it  wa?  dra^  n  *:«t  la  de- 
ctimionj,  dm  41  if  a.  man  did  ihe 
**  contained  therein,  hefhonlci  live  hyOieiw/* 
(Lev-  xvlii.  5-)  Th^s  nnt  only  the  ccn- 
dition  of  the  mren^rt,  a  :f  related  t  j  tew* 
jutrtt  blcfGngs,  b*Jt  was  like  wife  a  dv-mtrht  k>f 
the  original  covenant  of  works,  rcUdnf^tV 
blellings,  as r .appears  fro^i  the  ape-' 
ftle*S  mentioning  this  tenor  if,  with  a  re¬ 
ference  ro  the  Gcnti'cs,  who  nci-tr  were  uc- 
der  the  Smai^covcnar.r,  x*  j.  art! 

OaU  iii.  ro,  it.)  a  ml  from  Ins  fpeckin^  n£ 
Gegtilc'hdifisers  being  detwered  from  tta 
cuifr,  hy  Chnft's  being  made  a  cuafe  foe 
them,  (Gal*  iii.  ij.J  Now  the  defipn  of 
1  Goi 
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all  manner  of  difference  between'God  and  Kis  people, 
and  purchafing  all  its  fpiritnal  and  eternal  bleflings  for 
them  by  the  facrifice  of  bimfelf;  and  for  ratifying  it  by 
his  blood,  as  atfo  for  fecuring  the  accompli  fomen  t  of  all 
its  promlfes,  and  enabling  them  to  accept  of  if,  and 
yield  themfelves  to  God  according  to  it:  This  is  a  co¬ 
venant  which  was  forhied  into  an  authoritative  eflablifh* 
ment  upon  -more  fpirhuaJ,  advantageous 

and  heavenly,  eitenfive,  and  absolute  promifes,  (wr. 
io,  ik  12*)  than  what  were  contained  in  the  former 


legal  admiaiftranon 
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G'm\  in  thus  inching  tbt  covenant  of 
works,  in  the  taw  given  to  Hhid/ might  be 
-to  lay  before  them  *  perfrrf  rule  of  rJglne- 
oulucfi,  and  to  fliew  them  the  neccility  nf  4 
Antals  conformity  io  it,  in  order  to  their  ob* 
'ffelning  juftifieafion  in  bfc  fight  by  their  own 
-works;  and,  eonfctjuen.lv,  to  convince  them 
of  their  ffa  and  darker,  as  they  were  trarifc 
gttvT'n  s  of  ihUnrighirJ  law;  of  tiic  impofli- 
’fciiiry  of  obtaining  eternal  Jiff  by  their  own 
obedience  to  it  ,  and  of  the  neceflityof  an 
atonement  for  fin,  and  of  a  bctier  rigoieouf- 
nefr  than  their  own  to  jsflily  them  before 
God;  and  fo  it  wis  tubiervient  to  the  fatt- 
motions  t hat  were  given  in  the  Mofktcdtf- 
pcofi.tk*n  of  the  covenant  of  grace;  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  Situ  (-covenant  included  stlfa  a 
teprefco ration  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  as 
she  promHbs  of  a  Saviour  m*de  to  Adam 
iramdiiuirdy  upon  the  fail.  and  afterwards, 
vi'h  further  enlargements  to  Abraham, 
were  nut  tllfenmiLUtl,  nr  rendered  iodfeOual 
by  the  Mofiue  Lw>  (Gal,  iiL  17,}  and  as  the 
various  Jhcrifices,  waihiagf,  and  purifying®, 
by  hbxxl  and  water,  were  appointed  in  the 
iSii)ai-eoveiunt  it  It  If,  to  prefigure  Chrift,  and 
point  the  church  Ifrael  to  him  for  clran* 
ftng  from  the  gv.Ut  of  fin  by  his  atoning 
blood,  and  for  renewing  grate  by  his  fane- 
Itfyiof  Spirit,  And  God  all  along  dealt 
w-th  linj  belief  mg  1  fan.  Ike*  according  to, 
and  laved  them  by  this  env-n^ut,  in  vinue 
of  the  prorciife  of  the  ”  tied  of  the  woman 
4t  that  fhouid  hruifii  the  ftrpe&i's  teach  and 
4t  of  the  iced  of  Abraham,  in  whom  all  na* 
“  lions  IhouUl  be  hleficd/*  which  pr-^niiies 
fliU  fubfiflcd,  and  ran  through  the  Mofsdc 
dif|«iifrth*n,  a*  4  qrnund  of  faith  in  the 
grace  of  God,  Through  the  promlfed  Mcf- 
fiah,  for  eternal  lift-;  though  the  carnal 
turned  ihc  whole  of  that  difpenfation 
iuto  a  covenant  of  works,  and  fought  rijjh* 
tmuihe-s  far  jullificaEicH  to  life  by  their  own 
obedience  to  it;  ami  30  fell  Jhort  of  thrift 
and  falvntfan  by  him,  as  rhe  apulllc  tells  os, 
Rom*  be,  |i,  raking  the  -Sinai 

t-wtnant  alone,  and  by  itftlf,  as  made  be* 
tTccoGodaud  iiracJ  under  the  flrlct  no* 


of  it  at  mount  Sinai >  (tv a  9.) 

And 
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lion  of  hU  befag  thdr  poKtScal  king;  ard 
taking  Jt  as  con  lain  fag  a  plan- of  the  original 
covenant  of  works :  tltc  covenant  iff  grace, 
under  rhe  gorpel-dUpcnfirLoii,  rt  entire* 
ly  a  new  co^nanr,  dltblilhal  upon  better 
4f  promifes,"  relating  to  the  heavenly  inhe¬ 
ritance,  in  apportion  to  both  t^fe  confide- 
rations  of  the  Sinai- coven  ant,  ift  which  it  is 
fpoken  of  as  the  firjl  and  old  cmrumt^  (ver* 
7.  1  j-)  Hut  taking  it  in  its  great.tr  latitude, 
with  all  its  appendages,  as  including  ihc 
whole  of  the  Mo&ic  difpeufation,  with  a 
reference  to  lfrael’s  fpiriiual  and  eternal  con¬ 
cerns;  the  covenant  of  grace,  under  the  gc-T* 
pei-difpcnlation  of  it,  may  be  railed  a 
**  ntw  covenant,  eftablilhcd  nn  better  pro- 
**  miles,”  not  indeed  cbfohtttfy,  but  in.crr- 
kvnrt/ptfts'f  becauic  the  light,  liber  tv,  and 
grace  contained  herein,  are  more  clearly,  cx- 
preftiy,  and  abundantly  pnomilcd  in  this; 
than  they  ever  were  before  in  that  former 
ilifpenfatfan nf  it;  and  because  of  (lie  more 
fpjriural  ordinances  of  worlbip  that  arc  eon- 
taiued  in  this  than  were  ra  that ;  For  as 
the  law  of  (otc  is  railed  a  nnv  cQVTMandmmt, 
(John  xiii*  J4*}  not  abfihUij  a  new  one, 
fince  it  was,  for  fabliau ee,  contained  in  tU 
Peoluguc,  and  other  parts  of  the  Old  Tcf* 
tament  many  ages  before;  but  a  nt td  ram- 
wendmeitii  with  rciptit  to  the  new  explica¬ 
tions*  rowives,  and  eirforctments,  fit c*  with 
whico  our  Lord  delivered  it.  {Sue  the  para* 
phrale  and  note  on  John  v'ti,  34*)  So  the 
Siini-co venom,  10  the  whole  coropafs  of  it, 
may  be  called  t(  the  covenant  of  grace, 
“  cWrhed  with  the  darkneft  and  terror  01 
4t  the  legal  difpenfarlnn  ;**  and,  in  diflme* 
(ion  from  it,  “  a  d«r,  difer cumbered,  fpi- 
44  ritual,  and  glorious  edition  and  eu  large - 
“  mwit  of  it/'  under  the  gofptl-difpeni.K- 
lion,  may  be  called  a  urw  and  better  cove- 
vanti  And  that  is  the  view  fa  which  l  have 
chiefly  considered  them  in  this  and  the  fal¬ 
lowing  verfa  ;  far  unle-s  we  fuppoie  rhe 
fir  ft  covenant  ro  have  a  reLtion  to  fpiricit-l 
benefits  ia  this  argumeut,  in  talcs  in  pi1** 
prietj  and  force. 
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7  For  if  that 
firfl  {amort  bad 
been  faultl^fs, 
li’en  Oiould  no 
place  bafe  been 
fhught  for  die  ic* 
cojkL 


34* 

And  that  this  is  a  better  and  more  perfect  covenant 
than  ikati  ii  evident. 

7  For  if  tbe.former Sinai  covenant  had  been  free  from 
ail  defe£U,  as  to  its  eliabliOunent,  light,  grace,  and 
efficacy,  for  petfe&tng  the  (late  of  the  church,  which 
indeed  it  never  was  defigned  for,  how  good  foever  it  was 
in  itfeif,  and  how  fit  foever  co  anfwer  its  particular  ends, 
which  it  was  undoutedly  well  fuitedto,  as  Gcd  himfelf 
was  the  author  of  it:  If,  I  fay,  it  had  not  been  infufficicnt 
to  anfwer  all  the  ends  of  his  grace  towards  his  people 
in  their  church-ftate  upon  earth,  which  is  to  iiTue  in 
their  perfe£lhn  in  heaven,  then  there  certainly  would 
have  been  no  occalion  for  the  wifdom  of  God  to  havu 
contrived,  nor  for  his  people  to  have  defired,  ano¬ 
ther  more  fpiritual  and  complete  adeniniftration  of  the 
covenant  of  grace  upon  earth  ;  nor  would  there  have 
been  any  room  for  introducing  it  under  rhr  gofpel-ftate, 
as  it  is  plain  there  was. 

8  For  God  having  accnfed  and  reproved  the  Jc^nst 
by  the  prophet  Jeremiah ,  (chap.  xxxi.  31,  &c.)  for 
their  tranfgreffions  of  that  covenant,  which  indeed  did 
not  fecure  their  obedience,  he  fays,  Obferve  with  atten¬ 
tion,  wonder  and  joy,  the  days  are  coming  and  ii:ifUn* 

'ith  the  house  of  ing  apace,  ,fXOTT!Z‘)  fays  the  fovereign  Lord  of  he2- 
tire'hobt'of^ia^  ven  a°d  earth,  even  the  days  of  the  Mefliah,  whom  ye 
dah;°°  °  "  espeft  to  come;  when  I  will  affuredly  fet  up  and  fiuifli 

{wrewu)  *  new  co venant-difperr fation  of  free  and  ab¬ 
solute  promifes ;  and  I  will  ellablifli  it  irrevocably  and 
unalterably  with  my  people,  both  with  thofe  that  are  a- 
mong  the  ten  tribes  of  IfraeU  and  with  thofe  cf  the 
houfe  of  Judaht  including  that  of  Benjamin  t  who  all 
in  their  turns  have  fhatnefuliy  violated  my  pit  fust  co¬ 
venant  with  them  ;  And  I  will  make  it,  not  wi:h  them 
only,  that  belong  to  either  of  chefs  tribes  ;  hot  with  all 
my  fpiritual  lfrael^  who  were  typified  by  them  *  •,  and 
who,  under  the  gofpel-ftate,  whether  rb?y  be  Jevss  or 
Gentiles,,  (h all  be  called  the  Ifrael  of  Cod.  (Gal.  vi.  16.) 
ueeord-  ^  This  new  covenant  (hall  not  be  weak  and  ineffec- 
»!«£■  tual,  according  to  the  tenor  of  that  covenant  of  pcculi- 
«;ththdrf<d»»,  arity,  which  I  entered  into  with  IJraeP*  natural  and  co¬ 
in  the  day  *ben  1  venant-aufeftors,  at  the  time  when,  with  all  the  tender- 
tyoft  nefs,  care,  and  condefcenfron  of  a  father,  1,  as  it  were. 

Led 


1  For,  ftiidiog 
fault  wub  them, 
he  frith,  Beheld* 
the  day*  come, 
(frith  the  Lurch) 

vhco  I  will  make 
new  covenant 
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*  That the  mse  llrad  of  G«d,*’  of  what 
®aik>n  foever,  arc  to  be  included  under  ihcfc 
rtjrtfers  or  thfcriprfon*  of  Ifrael  and  ju* 
6n It,  appears ;  'hecaitfc  the  pvtfbns  here  in¬ 
tended  are  thofe  to  who m  God  abffttoftly 
"romttal,  that  be  would  aAurity  and  effic*- 
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cionrty  expend  his  renewing  and  pit  cloning 
grsec,  ver*  ;o,  ti,  ti,  which  c-jnnoE  be 
fit  id  of  the  alioU  body  of  luatl  af:er  the 
fjtffli,  win  eh  lei  s  of  every  tmsnf  them;  but 
holds  £ood  as  ty  aH  ibe  f/wf,  wh^ 

ihcr  Jc.is  01  Gi-iililcj,  *;td  u  r.oiw  but  :Kcai* 
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ter*  them  by  th«  ]e(j  them,  likcwcak  andhdplcfsefiildren,  bytheband, 
to  deliver  Aem,  in  the  greatnefc  ofmy  power  and  owr- 
nf  j.£VI,t ;  i;e-  cy,  out  o£  all  the  opprefiorw/  miferk^  and  flav-erf,  un- 
wci'e  they  cousi-  ticr  which  they  werelnfore  bondage ‘in  the  land  of  E~ 
^JnS  ZI\  BJP1,  Ttis  *>«»  “”"»!«»  *  flialLnoi  be  of  the 
re^rjcd  than  lame  (train  and  conihtution  with  that ;  becaule  through 
ror,  r-ilii  the  the  treachery  of  their  own  hearts,'  which  that  covenant 
Lo:'i*  of  peculiarity,  as  fuch,  did  not  abfolutely  provide  a- 

gainft,  they  .were  not:  ftedfaft  in  it  ;  hut  deipifed  and 
made  it  void  by  breaking  through  all  its  facred  bonds  ; 
and  I  thereupon  withdrew  my  favour  and  protection 
from  them,  and  di^nof  regard  them,  aecording-to- the 
tenor  of  that. covenant,  with  the  love,  care,  and  t co¬ 
der  nefs  of  a  hulbiqd  t  any  more  y  as,  in  cafe  of  their 
difobedience*  I  had  given  them  reafon  to  eipeCt  that  1 
would  not,  fays  the  Lord  Jehovah/  who,  being  highly 
provoked  by  their  unfaithful  behaviour,  jiitUy  reje&ed 
them.  .  ..  * 

to  For  this  it  jo  This  new  covenant  (hall  be  of  a  much  better  and 
1  wH^make  with  ^urer  tenor  than  that :  For  this  is  the  funi  and  -fubfUnce 
the  lu-.nA  if-  of  the  covenant,  which  I,  of  my  own  mere  grace,  will 
tad  afa  r  th-fc  make  with  ail  my  fptritual  IJrael,  firlt  of  the  Jews, 
faith  tiw  ant[  {}ien  of  the  Gent ilii i  under  the  gofpel-ftate,  after 
my-^  ’lawT  jrfo  the  Old  Teftamcnt-difpeufation  (hall  ceafe,  fays  tbe 
n.i.id,  and  great  Jehovah  ;  1  will  enlighten  and  renew  thejr  uu- 
thr^r  he'u”  »ml  dcrltandiugs,  that  they  may  behold  the  fpjrjfuality,  pu- 
I  »in  w  to  : hem  rity  and  extent  of  the  moral  law,  by  an.  inward  opera- 
■  GoJ,  usd  they-  non  upon  their  min  dev  wd  will  give  them  a  plain  in- 
la  We  ^,£s'lt  ”,to  the  dofirine  of  falvation  hy  .  the  Mcffiab  * : 
And  I  will  not  only-fet  thefe  things  with  the  cleared 
and  ftrongeft  evidence  be  foie  their  minds ;  but  will 
furthermore  make  a  thorough  change  upon  their  wills, 
aiirctions,  and  all  the  prafti cal  powers  of  their  fouls, 
by  engraving  there,  not  {as  I  did  the  la  tv  of  the  ten 
cumreatidments)  by  a  miraculous  tmpreffion  on  tables 
of  Hone  v  but  by  a  fupernattfral  gracious  operation  of. 
my  Spirit,  who  (bail  write  them  in  the  fiejbty  tablet  of 
their  beartj,  ( ;  Cor.  iii.  j.)  to  guide  and  govern  them 
in  all  their  ways:  And,  according  to  this  new  and  bet¬ 
ter  covenant,  I  will  be  an  ail-fulEcicnt  God,  in  a  way 

of 


k  n  T  K.  s.  .  ■ 

t  VThat  is^  here  rendered,  <*  I  relink  <1  band,  ami  to  urglett,  deftt/c,  and  rtfuji.  (s*ce 
4‘  rhem  i-ot,"  as  it  Ives  in  tbc  tram!  uion  of  his  Mifiel.  ch  ap.  i.) 

the.  is  recdcrcd  frcifi  the  Hebrew,  in  *  By  bit  h-wi  vie  :;)ty  underhand  jiriijin- 

Jhv*  ***■•  ja.  t’  e  rl.ice  here  qttoted,  rily  the  moral  law,'  hul  itct  to  tlie  cjclnlion 
**  Though  !  was  an  husband  t:>  their.."  Bet  of  the  wider  ienJe  of  the  word,  in  which  rc 
as  the  feme  ts  moth  .'he  ismc,  according  ;o  is  (broesixes  taken,  to  (jjnify  aajr  doflrin-c 
the  view  1  heve  g:ven  of  it;  fa  Dr  Plicae  k  of  divine  reveUi ion  which  God  requires  r-. 
J  us  lesrresily  fthiufii  (he  Hebrew  word  to  receive  with  tbc  oI.tdienre  of  faith.  f.is-i 
(wi)  f ^ r.iocs  bo'.ii gtverx  and  t)  r.’  * bxf*  tbe  note  on -Rbci.  iii.  ■  ?■} 
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of  protc&ion,  favour,  and  bi  effing,  to  them  ;  and  will 
.own  theft),  and  perform  all  things  for  them,  as  their 
■  God:  And  they  (hall  be  inclined  anil  enabled,  by  my 
grace,  to  anfwer  their  obligations  to  me,  in  a  way.  cf 
faith  and  Jove,  duty  and  obedience,  and  of  owing  me 
in  a  becoming  profeflton  of  my  name,  as  my  peculiar 
covenant* people  5  and  fo  1  will  rake  effectual  care  that 
this  my  covenant  be  not  liable  to  be  made  void  on  their 
part,  any  more  than  on  my  own,  as  the  fir  ft  covenant 
was- 

fitt*' n«n«vh<£  11  Hght  ar.d  energy  of  this  fupernatural  il- 

very  man  his  luminaiion  of  their  minds,  and  of  this  writing  my  laws 
neighbour,  an, 1  in  their  hearts,  (half  be  fo  clear,  ext  en  five,  and  power* 
brother |**f!yhig*i  ^  *n  impOttant  points,  that,  comparatively  fpcak- 
Knu«  the -Lonl i  itig,  none  of  them  fiiall  have  like  occafion,  as  there 
for  all  Hull  kn«w  was  under  the  former  dark  difpenfatioo,  to  explain  them 
t^tbt'crc'iltcl^^  one  t0  aw>*hcr,  merely  by.  the  typical  and  Ihadowy  re* 
presentations  therein  made  of  them  ;  much  iefs  flull 
.  they  depend  upon,  and  n  ft  ia  external  teaching'!,  33 
many  of  the  Jsvii  have  dem*,  ami  that  according  to 
the  corrupt  notions  of  their  R&bb'us  *  :  They  flnll  have 
no  need,  after  this  manner,  to  fay,  each  of  them  to 
his  neighbour  and  acquaintance,  or  to  his  kindred  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  flelh,  or  brother  in  a  religious  relation, 
Follow  my  inftructions  to  bring  you  to  the  knowledge 
of  Chfift  and  of  God  in  him ;  For  all  Jf'srj’s  children 
fhali  be  efficacio&fty  taught  by  my  Spirit,  {If.  Jiv,  13, 
and  John  vi.  45.}  that  they  may  experimentally,  be* 
lievingly,  affectionately,  and  practically  koow  me  for 
themfelves,  according  to  fhe  plain  revelation  l  ihall 
make  of  my  perfections,  counfds,  and  will,  and  of  the 
way  of  falvation  through  the  Mefliah,  in  the  gofpel, 
whether  they  be  the  weakeft  or  the  ftrongeft  bilieveir, 
or  whatfoever  difference  there  may  be  among  them,  as 
to  the  degrees  of  their  knowledge  of  me. 
is  For  I  *iH  he  12  For,  that  .there  may  he  no  obftrucliott  to  the  free 
communications  of  my  grace,  and  performance  of  my 

covenant- 


N  O 

*  We  art  not  to  fuppnft  that  +<  they  fhail 
"  not  teach  every  man,’’  &c.  is  defigned  to 
mcWjtaU  public  and  private,  miniftcraU 
family*  and  (bckl  iuftruOipo;  for  thu  it 
founded  oo  the  kxr  of  n-tfurt,  and  ia  en¬ 
forced  in  tlit  New.  TcftameM-inftitution  of  a 
nofpel-mioiflry  to  cuotuiuc  to  the  confttm* 
nution  of  ail  things*  (  Mat.  xxviiL  i-  and 
Eflhck  iv.  t;,  tzy  i$  )  and  io  rbe  obli&atmn 
th-tt  \i  b^s  laid  uptm  u  Gmflkn  parents  to 
<*  bring  up  their  children  in  the  rumtirc  and 
“  admonition  of  rhe  Lord,1*  (Ephcf.  vi.  4.) 
alto  iu  the  U:.  rations  that  311  glvm  in 


T  E. 

Ill  is  very  cpillic*  (chap.  ilL  ij,  ami  x. 

15*)  to  plicate  Cisrifti^n,s1  ttj  41  exhort  or.c 
”  snoihrr  didy/1  &*;.  Ti-li  iIh'tt* 

fore  muft  he  rAcn,  c4thci*  m  *  co -^p-irstiv'e 
I  cafe,  iis  fu^h  exnr^ffcjm,  ofica  ?  (*L;£ 
hi.  siiiL  ib.  Jci*  \xi.i.  »C*  Tvi*r.  *x,  1 3.) 
Or  eife  with  reference  to  m  mmr  ot 
teaching  u-Ijicti  was  cL'd,  and  in  ur.- 

ckiMh*  ii’»R'jrhics  oi  tha  f.*M  ‘LVUowfiit* 
difpci  nation,  ami  omriiyt  i(Trer;*ietJ» 
trousof  the  cr&tfli  ns^y  k*, 

iri  ciitdt-J* 
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Dcevclfut  to  their 

.S^it  iu  -'.-(Ics 

and  their  (j-h and 

thei;  ]  : 

wdl  I  nemsaii^cr 
no  mure. 


1 1  Id  that  be 
fatth. A  new  cove- 
made 

thr  fidt  oid*  Nrv 
flcii  which  dr- 
c:*¥P'h.  and  *gx- 
fth  old,  h  ready 
tA^Puib  away. 


covenant^promifes  to  them,  [*****  t™?**  r*tf  oJojaif 
I  will  mercifully  pardon  their  unrighteous  deeds  thro’ 
'  faith  in  Chri/l’s  propitiation,  ;  Rem*  Hi*  25.) 

and  as  to  ail  their  fmful  fwervings  from  my  command* 
ments,  and  their  departures  from  the  rule  of 

duty,  ami  the  chief  end  of  life  ;  and  all  their  difeun- 
foimitiesto,  and  tranfgreflions  of  my  Jaw,  I, 

wbofc  prerogative  and  glory  it  is  to  forgive  iniquity*  and 
tranfg  ijfion ,  and fmt  (Ex.  xxxiv.  7*)  even  I,  will  as  en¬ 
tirely  pardon  them,  as  if  I  had  quite  forgot  them  ;  and 
will  never  call  them  to  mind,  fo  as  to  proceed  in  judg¬ 
ment  to  condemn  thefe  my  covenatu*one8  for  them  ; 
but  will  throughly  "blot  them  all  out,  and  cajl  thzm  be* 
bind  my  hack*  and  as  into  the  depths  of  the  fe< t,  (If* 
xxxviii.  and  xliv.  22.  and  Micah  vii.  19.)  that  they, 
like  crimes  forgotten,  as  well  as  forgiven,  may  never 
he  brought  tu  remembrance,  as  under  the  legal  dilpen* 
fation  the  f7ns  of  Ijrad  were  every  year,  {chap,  x.  3-) 
nor  they  be  upbraided  with  them  any  more. 

13  Now,  to  wind  up  this  important  article,  Tis  evi¬ 
dent  from  all  this,  that  as  God  promifed  to  make  with 
his  people  what  he  calls  (ven  8,)  a  nrw  covenant*  of 
this  happy,  fecure,  free  and  abfolute  tenor,  with  rela¬ 
tion  to  fpiritual  and  eternal  bit  (Tings,  in  a  better  admi* 
niftranon  under  the  gofpeUftate  than  that  which  pre¬ 
ceded  ir,  he  thereby  intimates  the  weaknefs  and  unpre- 
fjtablenefc  of  the  Mefaic.  dtfpenfution,  [chap*  vii.  18,) 
and  its  being  to  be  fet  afide  and  difannullcd,  as  an  an* 
Uquatcd  thing,  quite  out  of  date  :  And  as  whatsoever 
is  wearing  out  through  infirmity,  or  is  coming 'to  a 
di Ablution  through  age,  like  perfons  and  garments,  or 
:my  other  things,  that  grow  old,  and  part  fervice,  is 
very  near  unto  actually  expiring,  or  ceafing  to  be 
of  any  further  ufc  ;  To  that  difpenfation,  with  all  its 
rhesj  ceremonies,  and  inftitmioris,  will  very  foon  be 
totally  aboliflied,  and  put,  as  it  were,  out  of  fight; 

when,  according  to  our  Lord's  predic* 
lion,  [Mat*  xniv*  j,  2*)  the  lemple  at  Jenifalcm ,  011 
which  the  principal  pan  of  the  Jevjtjb  worfliip  and  or¬ 
dinances  depended,  will  be  utterly  deftroyed,  the  time 
of  which  is  now  juft  at  hand.  ^ 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

tTow  glorious  is  the  Lord  Jefus  Chritt  in  his  preterit  mmiflration,  as  our  great 
Htirh  Pried  l  He  continues  to  extrdfe  this  office,  uCthexaberiiACie  of  his  mira- 
cutoufly  formtd  human  body,  at  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father  in  the  hea- 
vv *  fan  -l*n'y  ;  there  prerents  the  merit  of  hU  atoning  faerifice  in  his  inter- 
tv  fit on*  How  ncceifary  for  us,  as  well  as  honourable  to  him,  was  his  entering 
*  i'*j  the  hoi i -ft  c>f  all,  to  fulfil  chat  important  part  of  his  office  !  ThiseouM  no" 
bd\\  been  fir.iflied  by  his  contnn::ig  rri  tzain  became  there  were  M ronf-nf 

pricius 
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pritlls,  which  order  he  was  not  of,  hut  fuperlor  to  ;  and  none  but  tbofc  of  that 
order  could  legally  officiate  in  the  earthly  fhixftuary  ;  aud  heaven  itfelf  was  the 
c«'»v  proper  place  For  him  to  appear  In  for  this  purpofe*  And  how  much  more 
excellent  is  his  facrifice*  than  all  the  offerings  of  former  high  priefts,  as  to  its 
I’ignity,  and  the  fin&iiary  in  which  it  Tp  prefented  to  God  1  They  were  mere 
fludows  of  what  is  done  by  Ctmft;  but  the  perfection  and  glory  of  all  is  accom- 
phlhed  in  him,  as  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant*— How  clofe  OiouM  we  keep 
to  divine  revelation  in  every  thing  that  pertain  to  the  fervice  of  God  l  As  Mofet 
was  to  mitke  all  things,  relating  to  the  tabernacle*  exactly  according  to  the  pat¬ 
tern  which  God  had  fhewn  him  in  the  mount ;  fb  all  our  wotfhip  is  to  be  acconl- 
ii:g  to  without  my  addition,  alteration,  or  abatement,— How  muqh 

better  is  the  gnfpel-difpcnfotion  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  than  that  which  wsa 
jnde  with  ifraet  at  mount  Sinai  i  tt  bas  a  better  Mediator,  and  ftAnr!^  on  the 
foot  oF  better  promi&'H.  Though  that  covenant  was  defective  in  if  -  fecur-tv;, 
nd  was  brofeen  by  Ifraet  y  after  God  had  .wrought  wonders  of  mercy  in  <ltl;ver-’ 
inz  them  out  of  E%ypt*  and  be  thereupon  at  length  caft  them  ofTas  a  pj^pic,  to' 
whom,  by  that  covenant,  he  would  no  longer  be  abufband  ;  yet,  blcffej  be  his 
holy  name,  he  ba:b  made  with  his  ipiritua!  Ifraet  of  all  nations,  under  the  gof- 
pri-ftafce,  a  new  covenant,  which  U  ptrfefl  in  its  nature,  and  every  way  inked  xxr~ 
fccure  its  gracious  defign*  It  contains  rich  and  free,  clear,  exprete,  and  abfolule 
;  pmmifes  of  a  fpiritual  relation  to  God,  as  the  God  of  his  people,  to  be  their  por?. 
[:on  and  to  engage  their  love  and  duty  to  him ;  and  protnifrs  of  merer  to  for* 
p*e  all  their  iniquities,  and  never  to  remember  any  of  their  fins  again  ft  them  j 
'  and  tn  lead  them  into  a  plain  and  Giving  acquaintance  with  himfdf  in  Chrift,  to 
vrite  his  few  and  gcfpel  in  their  hearts,  nnd  to  preferve  them  from  utter  apoft&cy. 

;  0  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  the  leaft  as  well  as  of  the  moll  chdnent  of  thofc, 
that  are  in  covenant  with  God,  who  has  thus  gracioufly  undertaken  for  hirafelf 
:  a^(j  thena  !  O  blefled  tenor  ef  this  pore  nrimixed  difpenfation  of  the  new  cove¬ 
nant!  How  unchangeable  and  perpetual  is  it!  ft  fltall  never  wax  oldorvaniJh 
away,  like  the  S;W^ovtuant;  but  fhall  abide  in  full  force,  virtue,  and  vigour^ 
a;  thelaft  and  mod  perfrd  adminiftration  of  it  in  this  world  ;  and  fhall  remairir 
till  it  i flue  in  the  everlafting  happinefs  of  all  the  heirs  of  promife  in  the  world  to 
conic. 


CHAP*  IX, 


The  npoftit)  returning  to  his  main  argument^  gives  an  account  of  the 
Jcwifh  tabernacle  and  its  uUnfih ,  1,-5.  Show  their  ufe  and  mean¬ 
ings  as  to  their  figurative  Services  ana  Sacrifices^  6,— 10*  Explains 
their  accomplifhment  in  Chrzjl f  11,-22;  and  infers  the  nccrjfitj>  Su¬ 
perior  dignity  and  efficacy  hixprUfihood  and  Sacrifices  in  an  appli¬ 
cation  of  what  he  had  fetid  about  tbofc  that  belonged  to  the  tabernacle 
under  the  law  9  23,— <18. 


Text* 

T,Hcii  verily  the 
1  Grft  cov<ti*nJ 
hidilfbordinin- 
tesof  divine  fer- 
rrci,stu]  a  world¬ 
ly  lanttyary. 


Paraphrase. 

TO  return  then  to  what  we  have  been  faying  about 
the  earthly  and  heavenly  tabernacle  and  (hn£tuaryt 
(chap.  via.  J, — 5-)  There  did  indeed  belong  even  to 
the  Mojaic  difpaifiition  of  the  covenant,  (which  has 
been  called  but  now  {chap.  via.  13.)  thtjirjl  covenant  •,) 

various 


MOT  It. 

*  Many  Greek  cop; it  rend  (w«ivT»  (■>■.»>■»)  *  unotfegy  in  this  arid  the  beginning  of  the 

the  firft  tabernacle ;  but  that  fUiiS  to  ntr.kc  nsst  vet  ft ;  I  therefore  diufe  to  keep  to  «tr. 
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various  typical  ordinances  of  God's  appointment  for 
icligious  worfliip  i  and  a  (acred  magnificent  tent  or  ta¬ 
bernacle,  which,  inclultve  of  the  whole  fabric*  may 
be  Riled  in  a  laj  feufe  the  (an£tuary  for  the  celebration 
of  thofe  ordinances :  And  which  was  made  of  earthly 
materials  by  the  hands  of  men  ;  and,  exclufae  of  its 
figurative  meaning,  was  of  a  worldly  nature,  as  well 
as  that  ice  Ration  was  in  this  world  ft  in  oppolition  to 
that  which  is  heavenly,  (whertof  we  fliali  afterwards 
.fpcak,  ver.  6,  &c.) 

» FottherewM*  2  For,  fuitabie  to  the  nature  and  defign  of  that  car- 
wherein  na*  difpen  Cation,  there  was  an  earthfy  tabernacle  }  pre* 
-wm  the  wn dir-  pared  and  built,  according  to  the  pattern  (hewn  to  Mo- 
ftidt,  and  the  u.  fet  in  the  mount,  {(hap,  vili.  5.)  which  confided  of  two 
Pr*nc>Pa^  Parii»  a8  the  temple  alfo  afterwards  did.  In 
c*Jl*d’ the  fnr.au.  one  part  was  the  candlcftick  •  with  burning  lamps  of 
«y*  oil ;  which  might  prefigure  the  fulnefs  of  fpiritua]  light 

that  is  in  Cbrtd,  to  be  communicated  by  his  Spirit,  in 
the  adminiftrarion  of  gofpel-ordinances  to  the  church, 
(in  which  God  dwells,  as  in  his  fpiritual  temple  or  ta¬ 
bernacle)  according  to  the  mcafure  of  the  gift  of  Chrifl, 
{Ephef,  iv.  7.)  Who  walks  in  the  midftof  the  feven  gol¬ 
den  candlelit  cfes,  and  has  feven  ftars  in  his  right  hand  : 
{Rev.  i.  12,  13,-16,  20.  and  iv.  5.)  And  there  was 
in  this  court  of  the  tabernacle  the  tabic  and  the  Ihcw- 
-  bread  ]}  upon  it ;  which  may  point  us  to  the  commu¬ 
nion 


NOT 

asd  many  other  ancient  wfions,  which  pro* 
petty  enough  tioppiy  the  word  avtna::fT  re¬ 
ferring  hack  to  the  taft  verfe  of  the  prece¬ 
di  ngctxapttr,  which  {peaks  of  the  firficavt- 
nant  btiiif  maU  tfW,  as  is  m a ni tart¬ 

ly  intended,  theugl*  the  word  tovtn&vf  be 
not  there  expreiTcd  in  the  Gretk ;  and  hire 
it  is  frown  what  were  the  ordinances  per- 
twoirtg  to  rhae  coven  vm*  The  «r  ioas  read* 
er  niby  coufuit  Dr  Owen  on  this  fide,  arid 
T)r  Whitby  oe  the  other  fide  of  the  qaeftion 
about  it, 

|  This  building  was  of  an  oblong  tipi  arc 
figure  of  thirty  cubits*  rr  ( reckoning  each 
cubit  to  he  a  foot  and  a  half;  fory-five  feet 
in  length*  anj  ten  cubits,  or  fifteen  fcit  m 
breadth,  and  the  fame  in  height.  But  it  i$ 
thought  by  many,  that  thcle  cubits  were  two 
or  three  inches  longer  than  our^  (See  "jci* 
Ftrfit  Hijhrjf,  vol  I.  p,  0  j*,  f*>h) 

J  The  fffxttutirvt  ver.  r.  and  the  iaktr*- 
vncU  in  the1  begiorins  n£  this  vert’e,  appi-. 
rently  i&ean  the  feme  tlifcg ;  theft  terms 
being  often  ufctf  prom  i  ft  non  rty,  one  for  the 
other ;  add  they  afe  bath  to  be  cntfcriloatl 
here*  as  taking  m  the  whole  of  that  faenrd 
edifice,  which  bears  the  name  of  the  tehr- 
* ver,  84  md  cfir.ji,  viii-  j*  tiicivb  at 


Z  S. 

other  ibnet  they  are  ufed  variwfly,  and  the 
Unfhiyry  may  fignify  only  one  part  ni  if* 
and  the  tabernacle  another,  as  in  the  tali 
cUufe  of  thi*  verfe,  and  ver, 

*  The  weight  <;f  this  candldflick  was  *  ta¬ 
lent  ofbcatcu  gold  all  of  a  piece;  outef  hi 
fluft  or  frank  proceeded  fixbmochcs,  tbft: 
on  cech  tide,  and  a  ieventh  in  the  sr-iddh  \ 
on  the  top  of  every  one  of  them  was  a  Uuq>: 
into  all  of  which  was  pet  pare  oil  of  din*, 
with  a  wick  or  piece  of  cotton  lor  heroin-;; 
and  they  were  truLjncd  and  v*  eruited,  by  :i>i 
ptieftin  every  mornittg  andevciiir^ 

(S^eTiiod,  ji, —  jp,  a:,tl  nxvi**  io-} 

-  jl  This  utta  was  injide  uf  *oi  l 

which  fome  fa p pole  to  have  been  maho^anv 
hecacfv  no  tree  wes  iV  likely  as  IiiIj,  to  at;1.-; 
tiich  vail  boards  kn  cubits  long,  and 
c*ibit  and  a  luff  broad,  a*  v/erc  cut  nut 
this  wood  for  the  tabernacle,  (Ex-  x*vL 
jr o,  at*)  and  abundance  of  mahogany 
are  laid  co  grow  no;  far  from  thoic  pi;: 
The  table,  we  are  !  peaking  of,  was  I  won 
Uli,  or  three  feet  in  krgih,  and  eneci:!;:- 
or  a  foot  hisif  :n  breadth,  and  a  f.;r 
end  half,  or  two  feet  three  inches  m  hrvJ; 
and  was  covert*!  over  with  p'.uc  jv-i* 
whkll  bid  a  fyrt  of  or  -n  edgeo;  *&  i 
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nion  that  believers  have  with  God  in  Chrift,  and  the 
pt'ovifion  he  has  made  for  them  in  him,  as  the  bread 
■of  life.  (/ai»  vi.  35,  51.)  Thefe  were  fome  of  the 
chief  furniture  tbar'was  placed  in,  and  peculiar  to  the 
fcr  vices  of,  this  jirfi  part  of  the  tabernaelf }  which  Was 
called  the  fanGvary  or  holy  place,  (i.x.  xxti.  3  3-)  as  it 
was  confecrated  to  the.  honour  and  worship  ci  God,  and 
fa  notified  by  his  prefence s  and  was  the  ordinary  court, 
in  which  the  prielis  officiated  about  holy  things. 
tKcJ  ^”.1}  a^j  S  And  the  fecond  part  of  this  focred.  edifice  lay  to- 
t't  wberaade,  ward  the  weft,  beyond  the  fecond  vail,  which  hung 
Ytiiieh  is  tailed  down,  like  a  large  curtaiiL-of  curious  workmanfnip,  to 
t#e tuihcft  »r all ;  feparate  between  that  and  the  firft  court,  {Ex.  xxvi. 

31,-33.)  ;  and  is  called,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  txtly 
of  foliet,  as  being  the  molt  holy  place  of  all  ;-becaufe 
there  God  manifefted  bimfeii  in  the  moll  tiluilrlous 
emblems  of  glory,  and  the  high  pried  only  might  en¬ 
ter  into  it  with  the  blood  of  the  facri frees,  and  officiate 
there,  and  that  only  once  s-year  on  the  great  day  of 
atonement :  Which  was  typical  of  heaven,  and  of  our 
great  High  Priefi’s  entering  into  it,  through  the  vail  of 
liis  ftefh,  with  his  own  blood,  to  make  interceffion  fpr 
us.  {ver.  12.  and  chap.  x.  20.) 

4  whiih  had  4  And  the  facred  ucenfils,  which  belonged  to  tbe 
the  goldtn1  cen-  holiefi  of  a//,  were  thefe.  One  of  them  was  the  altar 
Hr,  and  the  ark  0f  ;ncrnfe  *,  that' was  overlaid  with  fine  gold,  from 
«ctiid  round  a.  which  the  high  pnert  on  the  great  atonement  day,  na- 
ixwi  ving  taken  the  golden  confer,  and  fire  from  the  altar  of 

burnt- 


N  o  1 

pAleo  border,  round  the  rotiT  feme- 
I^S  like  our  tea-board anil  flood  on  four 
iift.  (Ex,  xxy,  13, — \6 J — The  fhew  bread, 
which  irai  probably  ft  called,  hecaufe  it 
lloodxoDtinuaLly,  as  it  were,  before  the  £ice 
of  the  l<ord  in  the  holy  place,  was  made  of 
|1*e  fineft  wheat  taro  Icava  or  cakes,  -each  of 
rbich  vu  to  cantata  two  tenth  deal/,  which 
i£iic  ahou:  three  wine  pints  of  flnucr ;  twelve 
of  which  loaves,  according  to  the  number  of 
lie  tribes  of  TfracJ,  were  placed  upon  the 
tabic  in  two  rowi,  or  /tfj  L*  ardtr,  (rtmyo) 
fxene  upOD  soother,  in  each  ;<m  i  arid  irc-fh 
L»vt  were  frt  there  every  JabhaiU  day,  when 
the  prieft  took  the  old  ones  away,  of  which, 
fcy  the  law,  none  Mit  Aaron  and  his  fans 
irtre  to  eat-  (Lev-  xxiv.  j, — p  coir  pared 
wi  h  Mat.  Mil.  4.) 

*  Some  have  fupp^fed  that  the  golden 
mfir  »as  krpt  in  the  hoJyof  hofi«,  juft 
rhhin  tbe  vail,  hj  tho  uimlng  aflJc  of 
which  the  high  priidt  too k  it  to  burn  mernfe 
Icfctc  the  Lord  on  the  anriveiiiiy  day  of 
atonement;  and  that  the  n  her  cmfrr*  lor 
the  common  ufe  of  the  prielis  w c-jig  of 


E  S, 

fdvcv  ;  Bet  others  obftrve  that  the  golden 
ccniVr  (3-^w^rt^Hif)  may  fignify  tie  altar  $f 
inccpfci  which  was  overbid  with  gold, .  And 
I  am  inclined  to  think*  with  them,  that  it 
is  £o  to  be  cmderftood  here j  chiefly,  bfcaufe 
there  it  other  wife  no  mem  ion  at  all  of  this 
grand  utenfil  of  the  ttbernade :  And  tho>*  It 
flood  in  the  court  of  the  priefh  for  their  dai¬ 
ly  life,  as  well  aa  [he  awHcftitk  and  the  table 
with  the  Jhcw*bmd;  yet  u  the  a  po  flic’s 
principal  view  in  the  prefenc  dtJcoorfeu  to 
compare  (hole  things  with  Chrift*  that  ihoft 
immediately  relate  to  the  high  prieft;  and 
the  gulden  altar  of  inccGfc,  which  flood  juft 
before  the  vail,  was  of  neceilary  and  impor¬ 
tant  nfe  in  the  high  pritft’*  iriniflrarion  on 
the  expiation-diy,  (l.cv,  xvi,  iar  tj.)  Ho 
therefore  may  be  fuppofed  to  reckon  it  a* 
xnoiia  the  things  that  pertained  to  theim- 
medbte  Icrrttc  of  the  licit  holy  place;  but 
does  not  fay,  as  he  doth  of  all  the  following 
partifulnrsj  that  it  wasta  the  holicfl  of  oil, 
ouiy  that  the  holieft  of  all  Jkd  it 
with  rwptfi  to  ujly  though  not  loTfiiluUan* 
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bout  with  gold,  burnt-ofFcring,  and  then,  having  filled  bis  iiands  trith 
(Mt'thlu  incenre,  dire&ly  entered  into  the  molt  holy  place  ; 
had  muni,  and  and,  putting  the  incenfe  upon  the  fire,  a  cloud  afcend- 
Aaran>*  rod  that  cd  from  it,  and  cover'd  the  mcrcy-feat,  (Lev.  ivi.  12, 
^atf'ihec^  13*)  wMch  might  fignify  the  exjreme  fufferinga  and 
fragrant  intcrccffion  of  Chrift  :  and  in  the  holy  of  ho* 
lies  itfelf  was  a  fmall  cheft  of  ftihtim  wood*  covered 
over  within  and  without  with  pure  gold  ;  the  length 
of  which  was  two  cubtre  and  a  half,  or  three  feet  nine 
inches;  and  the  breadth  one  cubit  and  a  half,  or  two 
feet  three  inches  \  and  its  height  the  fa  trie*  {Ex.  xxivii* 
I,  2.)  Anri  this  was  called  the  ark  of  the  covenant  t  and 
of  the  tejlimmyi  (Ex,  xiv.  t6.  and  xi<  3,  5*)  as  it  was 
a  fymbol  of  God’s  covenant  with  Ifraei^  and  a  witnefs 
for  or  againft  them,  according  to  their  obedience  or 
dtfobedience  to  the  law  that  was  kept  therein ;  and  may 
be  confidcred  as  directing  them  to  Chrift,  who  came 
to  fulfil  the  iavtf  and  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righte - 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believe s%  (  Mat.  v.  17.  and  Horn, 
x.  4»J  Hard  by  the  arkt  was  placed  the  golden  pGtf 
containing  a  parcel  of  the  manna%  with  which  God 
fed  lfratl  in  the  wildernefs ;  and  which,  according  to 
divine  order,  ( Ex •  xvi*  33,  34*)  was  miraculoufly  kept 
from  putrefaction*  as  a  perpetual  memorial  before  the 
Lord  in  the  fanftimy,  and  was  typical  of  Chrift*  the 
true  and  ever-living  bread*  {John  vi*  48,— 5 £*)  There 
was  aVo  Aaron's  miraculous  rod,  with  which  he  and 
Mofes  wrought  many  wonders,  and  which,  though  a 
dry  (tick,  budded,  bloflomed,.  and  brought  forth  al¬ 
monds  all  in  one  night,  to  lhew  that  God  had  cbofen 
the  houfe  of  Aaron  to  the  priefthood,  in  preference  ro 
all  others ;  and  it  was  afterwards  preferred,  by  no  left 
a  miracle,  in  its  Ilouriflijng  ft  ate  before  the  ark  of  the 
tcftimony,  for  a  continual  memorial  :  {Numb*  xwii. 

%> — 


NOTE. 


|  It  Is  esprefsly  faU,  1  Kir.fts  nil,  9. 
”  There  wis  nothing  in  the  ark,  /ave  the 
4 *  two  table*  of  ftonc,  which  Mofe*  put 
**  there  at  Hopeb^  and  U  is  no  ftnal!  dirfi' 
Culty  to  reconcile  this  with  our  apoftJe^  fay* 
iug,  "  Wherein,  (if  he  meant  in  tike  ark) 
■*  the  golden- pot,  that  hjvl  manna,  and 
*<  Aarons  red  that  budded,  and  the  tables 
"  of  the  covenant,"  The  rooft  common 
WSy  lus  been  to  Juppofe  that,  as  the  prtpo- 
ftt ion  (tr)  rendered  nr,  fom  climes  alto  Ggni* 
ties  by,  anfoci'iibta  to  fctb  in  the  Hebrew, 
**  the  pot  of  manna  and  A  Aten's  ro^r*  were 
put,  not  **/$,  but  by  the  *.rk  in  a  cofler  iid- 
joining  to  it,  (See  Dctrr,  xjcai,  itf,  and 
1  fianii  vh  8.)  Accordingly  the  pot  of 
Joanna  and  Aanm'a  rod  wrerv  find  tu  Etf  LvJ 


before  the  tdtimony,  and  before  the  ark, 
(Ex.  xvi.  34.  anclKnmfr*  xtii.  io.)  Bu;ai 
here  i$  bn t  one  prepofition,  and  (hat  £->c5 
immediately  before  the  golden  pat, 
Others  think  it  to  be  a  forced  conflrrttfou 
nuke  it  Ggntfy  by  with  relation  to  the  gul¬ 
den  pot,  and  Aaron’s  rod,  and  iot  with  ic- 
lation  to  the  tables  of  the  covenant,  urhich 
were  emajnly  in  the  ark  Ufclf:  And  there* 
fore  they  apprehend,  which  I  think  Ll,1 
thediftu.uhy,  that  -pfvrcin  refers  n^f 
to  the  ark,  but  to  that  par:  of  the  uhrr* 
raclc  which  is  called  jail  before  (wr. 

3O  the  bolieft  of  Ai,  (fv  *)  v$r>  4,  in  vOi*  b 
tabernacle  ail  rhtic  tuculils  Acre  placed* a* Mi 
Pierce  luppolcs  the  golden  tcciraUb  n**. 
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3, — 16.)  In  corrtfpondence  hereunto,  Chrift  came 

forth,  bot  without  the  moil  extraordinary  miracle  in 
nig  conception,  as  a  rod  out  of  tie  withered  firm  of 
Jeffe,  and  a  branch  out  of  bit  roots,  and  as  a  root  out 
of  a  dry  ground,  {It  xi,  1.  and  liit.  a.)  j  and  God  had 
inanifeited  him  to  he  our  only  gofpel  High  Pried,  whofe 
office  (hall  ever  remain  in  a  profpeiougifate.  And  there 
-were  in  the  ark  itfelf  the  two  tables  of  the  moral  law, 
confiding  of  the  ten  commandments,  which  the  Lord 
wrote  on  the  two  tables  of  done,  that  were  cut  oat  by 
Mofes ,  ('Dent.  x.  1,  a.)  and  contained  the  covenant, 
to  which  all  its  other  articles  related,  that  God  made 
with  Ifrael  in  Hareb,  (Dent.  v.  1, — 12.  and  27, — 33.) 
and  thefe  being  put  into  the  ark  might  Intimate,  that 
the  moral  law  (hould  ever  continue  to  be  an  uticfiange- 
able  role  of  all  holy  obedience  in  the  hands  of  Chrift) 
and  (hould  be  fulfilled  by  him,  as  a  covenant,  for  the 
juftification  of  all  that  believe  in  him,  {Mat.  v.  17,  18. 
.  and  Rom.  x.  4.) 

thcchcrnbiinr'of  5  And. over  or  above  thi*  ark  we  two  (lately  figure* 
ylory  ihafatwiog  calf  ed~cheriibim  *,  of  a  glorious  winged  form,  made 
tfl*  fe,li  Pure  ?*>ld,  which  reprefented  holy  angels  ;  and  one 
nL*  Do«'Mfpcik  °f  them  with  one,  and  the  other  with  another  of  his 
puticubrly.  wings,  chat  met  together  in  the  middle,  overfpread  the 
whole  top  of  the  mercy -feat  at  fome  height  above  it  $ 
the  cherubim  beirrg  placed  at  each  end,  and  beaten  ont 
of  the  fame  mafs  of  fine  gold  with  the  mercy* feat  it- 
felf,  which  was  an  oblong  fquare  plate  of  folid  gold, 
exactly  fitted  in  length  and  breadth  to  the  dimensions 
of  the  ark,  and  laid  upon  it  as  a  lid  or  covering  to  it) 
and  altogether  made  a  representation  of  a  magnificent 
throne,  on  which  God  appeared  in  the  Skechhtab,  (an 
illuilrious  emblem  of  the  divine  glory)  aa  dwelling  be¬ 
tween  the  cherubim,  and  fhining  forth  from  thence  } 
{Pf.  its*,  l.)  and  as  meeting  and  communion  with  Mo¬ 
fes ,  and  giving  forth  his  holy  oracles  from  off  the  mer¬ 
cy-feat*  ( Ex .  xx*.  22.  and  Numb.  vis.  89,)  t  Anfarer- 
able  hereunto,  God,  who  Is  attended  with  angelic  fpi* 
rits  in  heaven,  (hints  forth  on  his  throne  of  grace,  from 

whence 


NOTES. 

•  Of  wh»t  particular  /nrm  theft  Client-  «-bo  ere  ChrilVjattendanls.  iind  Go<Vs  roi- 
bon  is  very  or  certain ;  bet  we  arc  told  nirters  to  do  hii  will ;  and  who,  in  a  bean* 
that  they  were  nude  of  fine  gold,  and  (hat  tihlatlufiOA  !o  the  port u ns  of  theft  figuiei, 
there  Mitrt  tvro  of  them,  vhdft  wings  were  art  faiJ  to  pry  and  learch,  and,  Jtke  perfons 
firctohed  upward*  over  all  the  mejry-fcat,  (looping  down,  ( xa.£ax&paj)  to  look  into 
they  being  placed  at  each  end  of  it,  wtth  the  tnyfleries  qf  i coemption  by  JeTut  Chriil, 
their  faces  looking  one  toward  the  other,  l  Pet,  u  ii- 

5 ad  downward  toward  the  merqf-feat,  Ex*  f  See  the  description  of  the  tabrmadc, 
XKt,  IS,— 10.  And  they  appear  to  hire  and  of  ail  its  utenfib,  more  at  large  in  [Tj^ 
been  defined  to  represent  (he  holyuigtls,  v&f.  Hijh  yoh  I,  p,  djt, — $$$*  Fal, 
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whence  he  reveals  his  wilt,  and  communes  with  his 
people,  through  JcfusChrift,  who  is  the  gofpel-High 
Frieft,  and  the'great  Propitiation  for  Gn,  (Ram.  iii.  25.} 
as  his  acooemem  13-fully  comrr.cnfurate  to  all  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  broken  law,  and  was  cypifyed  by  the  pro¬ 
pitiatory  or  mercy'feat,  as  ‘a  complete  covering  interpo- 
fed  between. God,  who  appears  on  his  throne  of  grace, 
and  the  law  as  laid  up  in  the  ark;  and  fo.  covered  th>; 
tranfgreJSons  of  it  from  bis  aveiiging  eye,  that  true  be¬ 
lievers  in  hts  Son  might  not  be  dealt  with  in  a  way  of 
juftice  for  them,  aocording  to  their  deferts.  But  of 
thefe  things,  how  figntficanc  foever  they  be,  it  is  not 
fo  much  our  bufioefs  at  prefent  particularly  to  difeourfe; 
with  regard  to  their  myliical  meaning  *,  as  it  is  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  ordinances  of  divine  worflup,  relating  to  the 
tabernacle,  to  which  we  (hall  proceed,-  as  the  principal 
point  in  view. 

.  «  How  whm  6  Now  the  whole  fabric  of  this  facred  hotife,  wge- 
tbeft  things  were  ther  with  all  its  uteoGls,  being  thus  thoroughly  prepa¬ 
id  pifcfo'wni  red  and  finilhed,  (K*««n«ri«iav}  according  tb  the  pat¬ 
hway!  imo  the  tern  fbewn  to  Ms/es  in  the  mount,  (chap.  vin.  j.) 
«oon» * Ufttn&C the  0 binary  prieits  wen:  every  day,  and  at  all  tiroes, 

fcnriccV  e  as  occaGons  required,  into  the  firft  part  of  the  taberna¬ 
cle,  which  was  ealled  the  holy  place,  in  diftinclion 
from  the  holielt  of  all,  (£x.  xxvi,  33,) ;  and  there  they 
performed  all  the  fcrvices  that  belonged  to  tbeir  office, 
relating  to  the  worflup  of  God ;  fitch  as  offering  ftcri- 
■  fices,  dreffing  the  lamps,  and  burning  incenfe  on  the 
golden  altar. 

■  7  But  into  the  7  But  the  high  prieft,  and  he  only,  who  was  the 
Wth'pHdt"al^e  mo^  e*n*nei,t  figure  of  Chrift,  went  into  the  fecond 
once  every  year,  part  of  the  tabernacle,  which  lay  within  the  rail,  and 
notwthowbkwd,  was  called  the  holieft  of  all,  (vcr.  3.)  and  he  himfe'.f 
"ent  *nt0  not  ever7  day,  as  the  ordinary  prielts  did 
for  thc  crro’rs  cf  into  the  firft  part  of  the  tabernacle  ;  but  only  on  one 
the  people.  day  of  every  year  f ;  namely,  the  great  day  of  atone¬ 
ment  ; 

N  O  T  B. 

■  This  recital  of  the  various  utc:ifils  of  on  that  day.  Two  oF  thefctlme*  the  apo- 
tlw  tabcrnatle  wtiraaUs  that  there  was  a  Ale  has  takes  notice  of,  (ver.  nf  ij.)  U::: 
'fryitjerf  meaning  in  them!  though  theapo*  was,  when  he  biou^nt  into  it  the  blood  of 
fife  did  not  intend  to  infill  upon  it,  as  not  bnlloek,  as  a  fin-offering  >  and  of  a  ram,  as 
being  neccflary  to  hie  itt  mediate  defian.  v;.  a  burnt  offering  ^  for  hirofelf  and- his  houlr/' 

4  Though  the  hijh  prieft  enteral  into  the  -(Lfcv-  xvi,  %%  6.)  Theother  was,  when  !;t 
of  holies  only  on  on*  day  of  the  year,  carried  into  it  the  blood  of  a  goat  for  a  fr> 

vmch  nns  the  great  day  of  alUDcmcnt,  on  —  fA-  ■'** - !j*  M  *"  -- 

the  frjf/A  ttay  of  the  ftvevtb  Lev*  *vL 

*3i  or  in  the  month  which  the  Jews  call 
Trxj;,  and  aufwera  partly  to  our  September, 
and  partly  to  nor  Oaoboi-,,  and  was  the  ft* 
venth  month  of  their  cccleiUfticri  year  ;  yet 
he  enured  bto  it  twice  or  thrice,  at  kali, 


offering  for  die  people,  (Lev,  xvL  ii,  is-) 
And  after  the  bnhoci  was  killed,  but  before 
its  blmjd  was  i’priakied  on  the  mercy- u 
tin:  high  prjelt  entered  with  burning  mcer.fc. 
to  prepaic  the  way  hy  the  cloud  that  > 

it,  attd  covered  the  mcrcy-fol,  (lyr*. 

avi.  13,  f4>)  Aiul  fome  Ibppofc  that  \t 

«*c:* 


Cb.  ix.  The  Epijlk  to  the  Hebrews  paraphrafed.  3ji 

ment  *,  when  even  he  could  not  enter  with  acceptance, 
to  fulfil  hU  facred  office  there,  without  the  blood  of  the 
expiatory  facrifices,  which  he,  had  oiTered  by  Haying 
them  before ;  anil  whole  blood  he  went  to  prefenc  be* 

.  fore  the  Lord,  and  fprinkle  on  the  mercy-feat  ,  in  the 
fanQuary,  fir  ft  for  his  own  iniquities,  as  he  was  a  (in¬ 
ner  like  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  fo  needed  a  facrifice 
for  the  remilfion  of  his  own  fins,  arid-  to  fa,a£tify  him 
to  the  office  of  aOing  as  a  high  prieft  for  the  people  $ 
and  then  to  make  atonement  for  all  the  iniquities  and 
tranfgreifions,  {Lev,  xsi,  21.)  not  of  the  whole  world, 
but  of  the  whole  church  of  Ifraelt  which  were  typical 
of  the  true  Ifrael of  God;  whofe  fins  might  be  called 
their  errors %  as  they  proceeded  from  ignorance,  through 
an  erroneous  judgment  and  perverted  will ;  and  ae  they 
thereby  erred  in  heart  and  life  from. God’s  ways.  {Pf. 
xcv.io.)  All  this  plainly  intimated  that  there  is  no  ex¬ 
piation  of  fin,  nor  entering  into  the  gracious  prefence 
of  God, -and  finding  acceptance  with  him,  but  by  the 
atoning  blood  of  tne  great  facrifice  of  Chrift,  which 
thofe  lacrifices typified;  and  by  his  interceffion  in  virtue 
of  that  blood. 

8  By  this  entrance  of  the  high  prieft  {alone  into  the 
holy  of  holies,  and  that  only  on  one  day  of  the  year 
with  atoning  blood,  while  ail  the  common  priefts,  and 
heft  of  all  w  is  not  a]l  the  people  were  denied  this  privilege,  the  Holy 
feft^ivbile  s”h«  Ghoft,  who  by  divine  fuggeftlon  dire&ed  Mo/es  to  make 
firft  tibernack  this  fettlement  of  that  fervice,  and  indited  the  fieri  p- 
jet  fhjttfiog:  tures  which  record  it,  evidently  (hewed,  that 

there  was -no  liberty  of  accefs  for  them  into  that  facred 
place,  which  contained  the  eminent  tokens  of  God’s 
gracious  pre fence  * ;  and  that  the  way  of  believers  free 
accefe  to  the  throne  of  grace  in  this  world,  and  ofibeir 
perlonal  entrance  into  heaven  itfelf,  through  faith  in 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  was  not  fo  clearly  and  openly  re¬ 
vealed,  as  it  now  is  under  the  gofptl-dtfpenfarion,  while 
the  frame  of  tbat  firft  tabernacle,  with  the  fervices  per¬ 
taining  to  it,  (which  were  afterwards  alfo  performed  io 

the 

NOTES. 

tfrtcrtil  a  fourth  time  in  the  fervioe  of  the  the  aiercy-fcat,  which  arf  fpoken  of 


6  The  Hal j 
Ghoft  this 
Tying,  that  the 
way  into  the  ho- 


Jc apt  jfc ait  uhkh  he  prdtnted  alire  before 
ton  Kord,  to  make  an  atonement  with  it. 
(See  Dr  Owen  on  the  place.) 

a  Some  think  that  by  At  Miej T  sf  #U  U 
here  meant  the  boly  of  holier  io  the  earthly 
tabernacle,  vehkh  is  rJUed  the  holieftof  all, 
«r,  3.  Others  refer  U  to  the  immediate 
yaaous  pie  trice  of  God  in  Chrift,  the  to* 
bent  flf  which  were  there  eminently  exhibit¬ 
ed  in  the  «k>  the  cherubim  of  jjlory,  and 


j.  And  others  umi-vftandit  of  hAavcn  it* 
fetf,  wbkh  wa*  typifiol  l*y  the  holy  of  ho¬ 
lies,  and  is,  by  way  of  eminence*  ftylcd  tbt 
(ver,  1*.)  end  the  holkft*  into 
which  believer*  lure  now  4<  boldneft  to  en- 
'*  ter,  by  the  blood  of  Jcfas,  (chap,  x/rp.) 
And  as  it  ;s  OHliculr  to  lay,  which  of  theft 
were  preciftly  intenikd  by  the  apoftle¥  we 
fray  with  food  confiftency  take  them  all  la* 
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9  Whichiitfia 
figure  for  (be 
time  then  pif 
ftnt,  in  which 
were  offered  both 
gift*  and  twri- 
ficea,  dut  Could 
not  make  him 
thit  did  the  frr- 
'ake  perfeft,  « 
pertaining  to  the 
eminence" 


n  JFiiiVi 

cn:y 


the  temple)  continued  to  be  eftibliflied  and  obferred 
by  divine  infttturion,  as  fuited  only  to  the  typical  ftate 
of  the  church  of  Jjratl. 

'9  Which  tabernacle,  with  alt  its  furniture  and  fer- 
vices,  was,  according  to  divine  inftitution,  a  fon  of 
parabolical  **»*>)  or  imperfett  figurative 

representation  of  good  things  then  to  come  t,  {cb?. 
x.  i>)  until  thofe  things  tbemfrlves  fliouhi  be  more  itu>- 
roughly  explained,  and  perfe&ly  fulfilled,  as  they  now 
are  under  the  prefent  gofpeLdifpenJaricm  ;  in  which 
former  ume,  and  in  the  tabernacle  then  erefted,  vari* 
ous  offerings  were  prefemed  to  the  Lord,  [fome  of 
which  were  without  blood,  and  others,  of  a  more  di- 
reSJy  propitiatory  nature,  were  flam  facrifices)  which, 
though  they  availed  for  the  purifying  of  the  flefli  f*om: 
ceremonial  defilement,  (urr.  13.)  and  for  raking  off 
the  temporal  punUhment  that  I/raePs  (ins  cxpoCetl  them 
to,  as  they  were  members  of  the  civil  community  under 
God,  as  their  political  king  %  ;  yet  they  had  not  worth 
or  virtue  enough  in  ihemfelves  to  atone  for  moral  tvii> 
or  to  take  away  the  guilt  of  fin,  with  refpeft  to  its  ob¬ 
ligation  to  eternal  punilhmenr,  from  any  of  the  wor- 
fhippefs  {chap*  r*  1.)  that  ptefented,  or  were  concerned 
in  rhofe  facrifices^nor  were  they  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
them  that  the  juftice  of  God  was  effectually  appeafed, 
or  to  purge  their  confidences  from  a  di {quieting  and 
condemning  fenfe  of  guilt,  and  of  obnoxioufnefis  there¬ 
by  to  divine  wrath  in  the  world  to  come  :  All  the  ufe 
they  had,  with  reference  hereunto,  was  only  to  lead 
their  faith  to  the  great  and  true  propitiatory  fa  orifice  of 
Chrift,  which  was  typified,  and  pointed  to,  by  tbefe 
ceremonial  offerings  ; 

10  Which,  to  perfect  the  facrifice  *,  were  attended 

with 


NOTES. 


f  The  word  then  is  not  in  the  original, 
though  mit  tnnflatOTs  have  not  diHin^nilb' 
'ed  il*  w  tiAial  in  Curb  cafe*,  by  putting  it 
in  a  different  character;  and  therefore  tht 
timi  prtfint  may  by  I  he  conilntft:on  refer, 
either  to  the  framer  time  of  the  Jegal  fir  rices 
In  the  late  made,  and  afterwards  ill  the 
temple;  or  to  the  pi efem  time  of  thegolpd 
ftate- 

.  i  Jt  appears  from  chap,  x,  i, — 6+  that  le¬ 
gal  offerings  and  facrificcs  were  utterly  infof- 
fidenttotake  away  the  moral  guilt  of  fin, 
*Ad  the  puniflimem  rloe  for  it*  «  rommitted 
mgiitift  God,  as  the  Lord  of  confidence  and 
fapreme  Lawgiver,  and  J ridge  of  all*  But 
they  were  fit  and  Jivtly  type*  of  ilie  eora- 
pltre  and  ptrfcd  atonement,  which  was 
made  for  that  pun-pole  by  the  Atfifite  of 


Ohrid;  beoufe  they  were  a  proper  atone¬ 
ment  for  political  gutlt,  which  was  contra 
ted  hy  tmifareffing  the  laws  of  the  theocra¬ 
cy,  under  the  formal  notion  of  the  laws  *  t 
Gt;d*s  civil  govcrouwnf,  a*  the  King  *il  J> 
rach  Accordingly,  when  any  one  had  di- 
frauded  another  of  his  property*  he  was  t* 

refWeit  in  full  value,  and  *'*  bring  hwtrei* 

11  pafir-olFering  to  the  Lord:1*  Whereupon 
ft  was  faid,  f‘  the  prtdl  fhall  make  an  aio-'  ’ 
“  mem. for  him  before  the  Lord,  audit 
**  he  forgiven  him,  for  any  thing  ol  ai 
“  that  he  had  done  in  Ucfpafluig  thtrdnt“ 
(Lcv*yL  a,— t*) 

*  JFAiVA  Jtoidh  nor  in  the  original;  and 
therefore  the  £LUl  of  the  critks  has  be<rr 
much  cnercifcd  itt  little  purpofe  in  fining  ik 
couucftioQ  of  thU  with  the  preceding  vttf. 

J3u 
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rt  But  Chrift, 

being  eotnc  An 
high  -  pricft  of 
good  things  to 
come,  by  a  great¬ 
er  and  mote  per- 
fcfl  tabernacle , 
cot  made  with 
hinds,  that  is  to 
fir,  not  of  this 
building; 


on^  ip  mqt$  with  only  meat  and  drink-eff'eringt,  and  various  forts 
of  wafbings  of  the  facrifices,  and  of  the  prjefts  and 
tr.i  nri»l  ordil  people,  and  with  almoft  numbcrlefs  other  ceremonial 
niKc»  impoTed  rites,  which  may  he  called  carnal  ordinances,  as  they 
rimeTf  UrfofiS!  falsified 1  only  to  the  purifying  of  the  fleih,  and  were 
inn,  apt  to  raife  grofs  -notions  of  fpiritual  things  in  carnal 

minds :  And  being  infulTicient  to  purify  the  conference, 
and  to  perfect  the  (late  of  the  church,  they  were  never 
deligned  tQ  be  always  continued  in  their  ufe  ;  but  were 
laid,  .as  a  yoke  of  bondage,  upon  the  people  un¬ 
der  the  law,  {/iSls  iv.  iq.)  only  for  a  certain  feafon, 
till  the  days  of  the  Mcfliah,  when  ail  things  fhould  be 
•  reduced  to  their  proper  order  and  regulation,  for  reform¬ 
ing  all  defects  in  the  worfliip  of  God,  and  fetting  it  up 
in  a  complete  (late  of  fpiritualjty  and  holinefo,  right 
and  grace,  to  bis  glory,  and  the  fal ration  of  tbe  church, 

11  But  the  Melfiah,  who  was  all  along  promifed  and 
expe&ed,  as  he  that  ibould  come,  {Mat.  xi.  3.}  has 
now  actually  appeared  io  his  incarnate  Hate,  as  an  high 
pried,  to  accompUili  the  fervices  in  the  mod  effeftual 
manner,  (bat  were  only  (badowed  out  by  thofe  ceremo¬ 
nial  ordinances}  and  fo  to  procure  all  the  blcflings  of 
the  gofpel* (late  which  were  then  future  benefits,  and 
all  the  blelfings  of  glory  which  are  dill  to  be  enjoyed 
io  a  better  world  to  come.  And  this,  he  h?.s  done,  os 
having  officiated  iu,  and  by  means  of,  a  much  more 
noble  and  excellent  tabernacle  than  that  in  which  the 
legal  priefts  miHjftred,  even  in,  and  by  his  own  humaa 
body,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  via.  2.)  which  is  greater, 
not  indeed  in  bulk  and  meafure,  but  in  worth  and  dig¬ 
nity,  and  is  every  way  better  fitted  for,  and  more  per- 
fe&ly  anfwers  the  end  of,  his  priefily  miniftration,  than  ■* 
that  earthly  tabernacle  podihly  could ;  and  which  was 
not,  like  the  fabric  of  that. tabernacle,  and  afterwards 
of  the  temple,  made  by  tbe  (kill  and  workmanlhip  o£ 
men,  {Exod.  xxxt.  a, — 7.  and  xxxvi.  1.  and  1  Chron. 
ii.  5,  6,  7.)  Ho,  this  more  excellent  tabernacle  is  not 
of  human  ftru&ure,  as  all  material  buildings  are  ;  but 
was  formed  by  therimmediate  miraculous  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghofl,  without  the  operation  of  any  man  what- 
foever.  {Luke  i.  34,  35.) 

12  And  tbe  Sacrifice  which  he  offered  on  earth,  and 
its  blood,  by  the  merit  of  which  he  entered  into  -the 
lan&uary  above,  are  every  way  more  excellent  than 

thtstf 

.  H  6  T  E. 

Jat  is  the  tamed  know  where  td  ftmfult  bat  bite  given  fnch  a  view  of  the  connection 
then,  I  thill  not  ptnrie  the  common  reader  as  I  take  to  be  kafl  fttfeed,  and  moil  ctijr  t* 
irith  thou,  which  would  be  to  no  profit;  be  undciflood. 

VOL.V.  t  z 


tt  Keither  by 
tbe  blood  of  go&t* 
■nd 
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and  wives,  bat  tliofe  under  the  law :  For  it  was  not  by  the  blood  of 
heiHiCT*”inOT«  ffoats»  bulls»  Of  calves,  fuchas  were  offered  for  atone - 
into  the  holy  mem  by  the  typical  high  pried  according  to  the  law, 
place,  haring  ob-  before  their  blood  wa*  carried  into  the  holy  of  boliet, 
(Uv'  3»— <5’)  but  it  was  in  virtue  of  his  ownmoft 
precious  blood,  as  of  a  iamb  without  bfanijb  and  without 
fpot,  (t  Pen  i.  19.)  that  he  entered  through  the  tail  of 
bis  own  flefli,  {chap,  x.  2o.)  riot,  like  the  former  high 
prtefts,  into  an  earthly  -fandeary  on  one  day  of  every 
year ;  but,  once  for  all,  (chap;  x.  10,)  into  the  molt 
holy  place,  even  heaven  itfelf,  to  preftnt  his  own  per- 
fon,  together  wkh  the  merit  of  his  perfeft  and  ever- 
avaibble  facrifice  before,  and  fo  to  appear  for  ns  in 
the  immediate  prefence  of  God,  {ver,  14,  15,  26.} 
he  having,  antecedent  thereunto,  by  the  facrifice  of 
himfelf,  which  he  offered  on  the  crbfs,  purebafed,  and 
fo- effectually  obtained,  by  the  price  of  his  own  blood, 
not  merely  a  year’s  reprieve  or  pardon,  as  was  annual¬ 
ly  done  in  a  figurative  way  by  the  typical  high  pricll; 
but  having  found  ('W»t)  a  complete  and  ever-abiding 
fatisfaftion  to  divine  juft  ice,  for  the  forgivenefs  of  all 
trefpafles,  and  an  everlafttng  deliverance  from  all  the 
bondage  we  were  under  to  fin,  and  Satan,  and  the  law, 
which  bound  usurer  to  the  wrath  of  God ;  and  having 
thereby  procured  a  right  and  title  to  an  eternal  inheri¬ 
tance  of  aJlbleffednefe  and  glory,  which  is  included  in 
the  redemption  that  he  acquired  for  us,  •  who  believe  ia 
him. 

tj-  For  iF  the  13  For  if  the  typical  blood  of  fuch  mean  worthless 
Bioo-t  of  bull*,  animals,  as  bulls  and  goats,  which  were  offered  in  fa- 
the  at'nc^ot^an  orifice  by  divine  appointment  under  the  law,  and  the 
heifer  (prinklin'r  afhes  is£  an  Heifer,  which  was  never  yoked,  and  was 
thc.uodcia.ijao  confu  filed  by  fireas  a  liri-cdTeritig ;  If  tbefe  alhes,  min- 
rifviuA  of  the  g*e"  Until  running  water,  being  fpntikfed  upon  per  ton ; 
sic ft."  that  were  under  any  legal  defilement  by  the  dead,  or 

by  any  other  means,  are  fiiffictem,  according  to  the 
inflituxions  of  the  Mofatc  law,  ro  eleanfe  thofe  perfon; 
from  the  external  ceremonial  impurities  of  their  bodies 
and  to  give  them  a  re-admillion  to  public  worlhip  ti¬ 
the  tabernacle,  and  into  the  congregation  of  the  Lord 
from  which  they  were  excluded  on  account  of  fiicb  de¬ 
filement.  {Numb,  chap,  xix.) 

*4  14  How  much  more  may  we  be  afturetl  that  there  i 

of^ebriti*  an  dr,cacy  »  yea,  how  much  greater  virtue  mult  then 
who  iluongh  the  needs  be,  in  the  antitypical  blood  of  fo  glorious  an  on< 
^ni  45  thrift,  God-man,  our  High  Prieft  and. facrifice  ton 
wHJiwit  ip™Cw  who  offered,  not  brute-animals,  bur  himfeif,  even  h. 

God,  whole  divinely  dignified  human  nature,  wthout  th- 
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•Jod,'  pager"* 

c-wfdnjep :  fro® 
<Iiu3  work*  to 
fcTT«  the  living 
God? 


tj  And  forthw 
«ufc  he  it  the 
Mcdiuof  of  the 
atv  tcdiment, 
tku  by  mean*  of 
death. 


Jtaft  ftiw  or  moral  defilement  in  it,  as  an  expiatory  fti 
orifice  of  ‘  1  fweat-fmdlirig  favour  ro  God^  (Ep he/*  Vi 
2*)  and  who  did  this,  through  the  infinite  dignity  and 
fopport  of  hbownim mortal  deity,  which,'  like  the  2U 
tar,  fanfilfied  the  gift  f ;  and  through  the  anointing 
of  the  holy  add  eternal  Spirit,  which  was  given  to  hirfi 
as  Alan  and  Mediator,  without  meaftire,  and  animated 
him  to  uindefrgo  all  his  fufferings,  with  the  utmoft  rca- 
dinefs  fltld  fubmiflion  to  his  Father's  wi[],  with  an  en* 
tire  truft  and  confidence  in  him,  with  fervent  z*ai  for 
his  gloryf  and  with  the  moll  amazing  love  and  com¬ 
panion  to  hi®  people  1  How  much  more  evidently  and 
prevalently,  Efay,  beyond  all  ceremonial  purifying*  of 
the  Beth,  (hall  the  noble  blood,  inclusive  of  all  the  obe¬ 
dience  and  fuffertngs  unto  death,  of  fuch  a  divine  per- 
fon,  be  efficacious*  in  the  application  of  it  to  your 
confdenceS  through  faith  therein*  to  clean fe  them  from 
the  guilt  and  defilement  of  all  your  iniquities ;  which 
may  be  called  dead  wtk$%  as  they  proceed  from  fpiri-* 
tualJy  dead  principles,  are  altogether  unprofitable  and  a-* 
bormnsble,  tike  dead  carcafes*  and  defer  ve  and  tend  unto 
eternal  death?  And  how  much  mote  effectual  mr.ft  it 
be,  n>  free  jour  con fcience  from  dreadful  apprebenfions 
of  condemnation  and  wrath  on  their  account ;  and  cd 
give  k  a  holy  confidence  toward  God.,  as  your  recon¬ 
ciled  God,  that  yemay  worflilp  him  with  Freedom  and 
delight,  as  the  only  living  and  true  God,  who  will  not 
accept  of  dead  performances  j  and  that  ye  may  pay  all 
cheerful  obedience  to  him  here*  as  thofe  who  are  par¬ 
doned  aod  accepted  of  him  through  the  atoning  death 
of  his  Son,  till  ye  (hall  perfectly  ferve  and  enjoy  bim 
in  the  heavenly  fanftuary  hereafter  ? 

15  And  for  bringing  about  this  great  end,  Jefus  has 
undertaken,  and  is  engaged  in,  the  office  of  the  media¬ 
tor  of  the  new  and  better  covenant,  which  has  been 
fpoken  of,  (chap*  viih  6,  8*  fee  the  notes  there)  *  and 
which  carries  the  nature  of  a  ujtamentary  difpofitim 

that 

NOTES, 


t  By  the  dtraal  Spirit  ftpne  underbid 
ihe  divine  nature  of  CJirlft;  uid  .others  the 
Holy  Spirit/**  forme  captet  re«Hf*  But  U 
being  bard  to  Ajr  which  of  tbefo  may 
be  caoft  dircflly  intended;  and  hu  dl- 
1 riM  nature,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  being,  in 
their  rdpeAift  ways  of  operation,  rctf 
nearly  concerned  to  thii  offering  of  himlelf, 
the  paraphrase  fas  taken  So  a  confident  bn 
nf  both* 

*  Dr  Owen  obferves  oo  thi*  text,  that  the 
Swaty  conlhmly  render  the  Hebrew  word 
by  the  Greek  word,  which 


Z» 


is  herC  tunihted  a  UfiamtnU  *i*d  at  other1 
tidies  j  witf* ant  e  that  there  is  no  other 
word  than  that  (nria)  in  the  Hebrew  lan¬ 
guage  to  expreft  a  teflamem  by;  and  that  tt 
y  often  ufed  10  cxprtfe  a  free  promife* 
which  hat.  mveof  the  nature  of  a  teftament 
than  of  a  proper  covenant,  and  bell  agrees 
to  the  nature  erf  God's  covenant  with  man* 
He  farther  obforres*  that  though  the  Slnai- 
cOTtnint,  fo  far  as  it  wi*  a  covenant,  art 
continued  by  the  blood  of  Artifices ;  yet  as 
in  thofe  Artificer  dcarh  was  cumpnkd,  it 
was  to  confirm  the  teflamtntary  gram  of  the 


I  nhe- 
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death,  for  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the 
t  rjni^rrifion*  that 

^srt  wider  the 
fir fl  td taro  cm  , 
thit  they  which 
am  calk'd  might 
receive  the  pro- 
miii  of  ruruii 
inheritance* 


ME  For  where  a 

idhmtnui,  there 
moft  ahh  of  ne- 
crfllty  be  the 
«!«tfc  of  the  teF- 

btor. 


it  For  »  tes¬ 
tament  U  of 
force  after  men 
are  dead  ;  el  her- 
wife  it  h  of  do 
fltfcngth  at  all 
whrlft'rhe  tdlator 
Livctb* 


that  by  means*  not  oflegal  facnfices,  but  of  hi*  merito¬ 
rious  death  for  the  remillion  of  fin,  ami  deliverance  of 
Rimers  from  the  guilt  and  ptmi  foment  of  thole  iniqui* 
ties  which  were  committed  under  the  Old,  as  well  as 
New  Teftament,  they  who  are  effectually  called  to  the 
faith  of  Chrift,  whether  before  or  after  his  death,  migbr, 
in  virtue  of  it,  be  made  partakers  of  the  great  pronufc 
to  rfbraham,  that  in  his  feed  all  nations  of  the  earth 
fhouhlbe  blcfled,  (GV/t.  xsii- i8.);  which  contained  a  pro- 
mile  of  all  the  bladings  of  grace  and  glory,  even  onto 
the  obtaining,  not  of  a  temporal  pofleflion,  like  the  land 
of  Canaan,  but  of  an  everlaftiug  inheritance  of  heavenly 
happinefs,  which  was  typified  by  that  land,  and  was 
pro  mi  fed  in  that  covenant  to  all  his  fpiritu&l  feed*  (GaL 
iiu  1 3,  79.) 

16  And  Jcfus  being  not  only  the  mediator  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  God,  to  purchafe  the  bldfings  of  the  new 
covenant,  and  ratify  it  by  his  blood*,  but  being  alfo  a 
tcjlatsr  to  bequeath  them,  as  legacies  in  his  hft  will 
and  teftament,  {Luke  xxii.  19,  and  John  xiv*  27)  his 
hloodlhcd,  anfwcrable  to  this  character,  was  to  be  un:o 
death  x  For  in  the  very  nature  and  reafon  of  things,  and 
according  to  the  umverfal  law  and  cuftom  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  when  any  Inft  will  or  teflamcnt  is  made,  the  death 
of  the  party,  who  therein  difpofed  of  his  own  goods,  is 
oecellary,  and  the  proof  of  it  mufi  be  produced, 

to  give  it  eflefl,  in  order  to  its  being  executed.  This 
is  a  plain  cafe. 

17  For  as  a  teftament  is  the  authentic  fignificatlon 
of  men's  laft  will,  with  regard  to  the  difpofal  of  their 
property,  in  the  time,  way,  and  manner,  which  they 
appoint  for  it  to  take  place  after  their  deceafe  j  fo  it  is 
valid  aud  pleadable,  only  after  the  perfons  that  made  it 
are  dead ;  hecaufe  (**«)  as  long  as  the  teftator  himfeif  is 
alive,  the  teftamentary  dtfpofition  is  revocable  at  his  will 
aud  pleafurc,  and  gives  no- legal  title  ro  anyone,  that 
would  pretend  to  claim <.01  inherit  under  it :  But  when 
once  he  is  dead,  all  its  lawful  bequefts  to  every  legatte 
arc  irrevocably  eftablifhed,  fo  as  not  to  be  altered  or 
difantuilkH,  [GaU  iii*  15*)  It  waaaherefore  ncceffary  for 
Chrift  to  dUt  as,  for  many  other  reafons,  fo  particular¬ 
ly  that  the  promifes  of  the  covenant,  which  be  alfo  made 

his 


H  o 

Inheritance  of  the  land  of  Canaan;  Tor 
death  was  neceti#iy  to  die  confinnatuAn  of  4 
idtumcn*,  which  then  could  only  be  id 
tTtifi  and  rcprtfcntacion  ;  The  teftatnr 
himfeif  wjs  not  to  die  for  the  cfhtbliih- 
nwnt  of  «  iypicri  iahenunce ;  bu:  Chrift, 


T  E* 

Mi  Mediator  of  the  Near  Teftament,  v/a* 
to  die*  not  tfic  hkh  priefts  of  oJd  cii  L 
a  natural  death  for  tlKinfelvcs,  but  at  ihefi- 
ciiricc  died,  tlut  was  thin  and  olT-rcd  lor 
others.  (See  p.  3 ip,  and  ^07.  See  ili. 
our  note  on  di«*p-  is.) 


Ch.ii. 
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TS  Whereupon, 
vctbcr  the  firft 
tr foment  ****  dc> 
dkated  wi:huut 
blood- 


i£  For  when 
Mulct  had  Ipo- 
fren  every  pro* 
ttpt  to  all  the 
people  according 
to  [he  tiw,  he 
Itok  the  blood  of 
^ik«  end  of 
£uatsf  with  wa* 
ter,  and  fearlct 
wool,  aoj  hyf. 
fnp,a  ad  fprinUtd 
both  the  book 
and  all  the  pco* 
fie* 


his  ttftamentary  gift,  might  he  in  full  force  to  all  that 
claim  by  faith  under  him  :  But  he  fo  far  excels  all  hu¬ 
man  teftaiors,  that  as  the  merit  of  his  death  reached 
back  to  Old  Teftament-believers,  {ver+  15*)  and  as  be 
never  died  in  his  whole  perfon ;  fo  he*  as  man  and  me¬ 
diator,  now  lives  in  heaven,  to  take  care  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  execution  of  his  own  will,  and  gives  the  whole  in- 
hemancrof  grace  and  glory  to  every  heir  of  premife, 
without  lofing  his  own  property  in  ir,  and  without 
dividing  the  inheritance,  to  as  that  one  fhould  have  one 
part,  and  another  another  parr;  but  that  each  may 
have  the  whole,  as  if  none  but  himfelf  were  to  enjoy  i:« 

18  This  manner  of  ratifying  the  gofpel-covecam  is 

fo  me  what  airfwerable  to  the  way  in  which  the  Slnzi 
covenant  was  confecrated  or  felemnly  fepnrated.  to  fa- 
cred  ufc,  and  became  valid,  as  it  was  the  inflrumcnt 
whereby  the  terms  of  that  fpcciaJ  relation  were  fettled, 
which  God  entered  into  with  his  people  which 

covenant  was  not  eftabliflied  without  the  blood  of  the 
typical  facrifices,  that  had  been  ihin  ;  much  lefs  couM 
tbe  new  covenant,  which  has  more  dire£tiy  1  he  nature 
of  a  reftament,  be  confirmed  and  rendered  authentic  for 
taking  effcfk,  without  the  death  ami  bloodCbcd  of  Ciuifh 
{See  the  note  on-t^r*  i  j.) 

19  And  that  the  typical  blood  W3$  ufed  for  this,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  purpofesof  purlhcaiipn  ami  re  million 
of  fins,  appears  from  the  various  fprinklings  oF  it:  For 
as  Mcfcs  was  appointed  of  God,  and  accepted  by  the 
people,  to  be  a  fpokefman,  and  fort  ef  mediator,  in  all 
the  cr&nEi&ions  that  palled  between  God  and  'hem, 
(Exod*  xx.  181  19,  and  Deitt 4  v*  22,-28.);  fo  when  he 
had  recited  ail  the  words  of  the  Lord  contained  in  tbe 
moral  lawt  \yhich  was  written  011  two  tables  of  Hone, 
and  all  tbe  judgments,  {Ex<xL  xxiv*  3)  contained  in  the 
i  rdt  i  rut  ions,  which  peculiarly  related  to  them  as  a  church 
and  nation,  and  had  been  fpecified  juft  before,  {chapters 
sx*-^xxiii+)  and  when  the  people  thereupon  (aid,  as  with 
me  twice,  Ml  the  wards  which  the  Lcrd  hath  faid  will 
wedot  (Exod*  xxiv.  3,);  then  Majcs  wroic.all  the  words 
of  the  law  in  a  book,  { ver •  4,  7.);  and*  in  uttimouy  of 
its  ratification,  *  betook  the  blood  of  calves  and  of  goals, 

that 


«  o 

*  Several  livings  are  mentioned  ,1a  this 
verfc  dial  are  not  found  in  the  account  gi- 
rri]  of  the  dcdicaiion  of  the  covenant, 

3,— ‘ft*  Rut*  as  the  apoiUe  wrote  by 
divtpe  inspiration,  <ve  may  be  fare  of  the 
tiqth  of  wil*  be  afliru  concern  mg  them,  in 


T  J£- 

whVli  he  does  not  confine  Uimftlf  to  wKu 
was  iccordeil  on  t hat  particular  ocesfian,  but 
takes  in  vifujiifv  things  that  fuited  hit  pur^ 
pttie,  rehiing  to  the  uic  of  Iprinkliuj  the 
blood  of  the  {aenfices*  uhcre-evci  they  ave 
to  be  met  with  in  the  law  Alolcs; 

.gwc.s 
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that  had  been- offered  for  burnt-offerings  and  peace-of¬ 
ferings,  and  put  it  into  batons  ( Bxod.  xxiv.  jt  6  )  and 
having  mixed  the  blood  wirh  fpring-water  to  make  it 
fluid,  he  took  a  parcel  of  fcartet  wool  to  imbibe  the  li¬ 
quor,  and  a  bunch  of  byflbp  to  difperfe  it  in  drops ;  and 
by  this  means  he  fprihkled  one  half  of  it  on  the  book  of 
the  law,  as  it  lay  upon  tbe  altar,  to  confecrate  it  to  fa* 
cred  ufe,  as  containing  the  covenant  in  which  God  was 
pne  party ;  and  fprinkled  the  other  half  upon  the  whole 
congregation  of  the  people,  or  at  lead  upon  their  repie- 
fentatives,  as  the  other  party  concerned  in  that  covenant, 
and  thereby  purified  them  from  all  their  legal  unclean- 
refs,  and  ratiGed  the  covenant  between  God  and  them; 
which  carried  g  typical  intimation,  that  the  aeyt  cove- 


N  o 

jittt  fuch  an  accoont  of  them  a.i  was  pro¬ 
per  fo  explain  tben>.— -We  only  read  in  £jc- 
xxiv.  s,  of  tfie  **  ufiWing  of  hurat'Ofllr- 
an*l  peace  offerings  of  oxen-,*'  thvfc 
oktii  the  a  pottle  calls  catvsu  as  the  word 
(jjtiD)  in  the  Hebrew  Jig**ifyi»£  any  rattle 

oj  /fltf  Acre/,  whether  yrjuiig  or  <3d,  jind  t|re 

Orci'h  word,  ofed  by  the  apnftle, 

rv-i^ht  h^vd  been  rendered  Wftn*  and  as  wo 
are  not  told  in  the  hiftory  what  all  this  offer¬ 
ing  on  that  occarton  were,  there  is  no  tli/E- 
colty  in  allowing  that  there  were  (jo^rs,  a$ 
well  as  buttocks,  t?rc  t  goats  are  in  cm  toned 
among  the  pejce- offerings  made  by  fire,  and 
rhe  ftiwjiTerin^  whofe  blood  was  fpilnklcd* 
(Lcv*iih  3,  i*.  and  ix.  tft  iff,  and  xvi. 
*S» — ip-)  And  though  fprinkling  the  Wood 
wkh  water  and  icaricc-woul  ^nd  hyflop  if 
ii[>t  recorded  in  the  account  of  the  dedtea* 
lion  tif  tike  covenant,  bur  only  the  fptiokling 

of  the  blood,  which  was  put  into  batons  for 
that  purpose,  (It*,  x*iv>  d,  0.)  yet  a*  when 
the  bload  was  ip  tinkled  in  ItHcr  quantities, 
5t  w a*  eartfv  done  by  dipping  the  finger  into 
if,  (Xrfi-*  vii'u  ij.  and  xvi*  14  )  lo  when 
greaw  were  to  be  fprinkled,  it 

was  mixed  wi?h  running,  or  fprirtg- water, 
to  prevent  its  tonjrcdluijt,  and  keep  it  nanid  : 
And  rim  it  might  be  fcaitcrtd  in  drops,  it 
fprintlrd  wkh  an  1  nil  mm  sot  compnjed 
«>f  frarief-wqp},  to  take  up  and  retain  a  fuf* 
fickfU  portion  of  the  blood,  and  a  tmr^h  of 
Jyflop  to  flatter  it*  This  1*  called  takifig 
rjiinp  ar,d  kirlci,  (which  the  apnftlc  inter¬ 
prets  as  mi&nr  of  fear  let*  wool)  and  dip* 
41  ping  them  in  bloodj*  and  running  wafer, 
and  u  sprinkling  a  houfV  infected  with  the 
leprofy  “  for  it v  dcanttiig/*  (Lev,  aiv,  jj, 
J*-}— And  though  14  fpf inkling  the  boot** 
it  not  cxptefibd  in  the  hiftory,  hot  only 
* ‘fprinklmg  the  ahar  *nd  the  people,"  (£x. 

7,  3,)  yet  as  the  opoftk  tell*  us  that 
Mwles  Jprinkkd  the  book,  and  the  hiflory 
of  bis  having  **  red;cd  and  wrote  all 


■“  the  vnrds  of  the  law,  atid  ihtn  fprinkled 
<l  the  blood  un  the  altar,1*  (ver,  3,  4,  1) 
there  is  no  jock  icafon  to  doubt,  but  that  the 
bonk  was  Uid  upon  the  al>»r,  before  the  altar 
wsi*  fprinkled ;  and  to  the  took  was  fpriok* 
led  together  w*tb  it*  And  whereas  in  the 
tr^t  of  £4*  xxiv,  8*  Koftt  is  f*id  to  hate 
fprinkled  the  bbod  on  ihc  people,  the  apa¬ 
rt  lc  tdb  tft  by  w^yof  inter prcuiion,  th-t 
it  wu  upon  all  the  people,  either  in  their 
rep refent stives  which  foine  fuppole  we<e 
the  ptfhrjt  accord* ng  to  the  twelve 

tribe*  of  Ifracf,  men:ionet]  JU-  xxiv*  4-;  or 
the  ftvtntj  eidtrSf  mentioned  ver,  u  who 
were  the  chief  head*  of  lifidj  or  dfc  upon 
.is  many  of  the  people  as  were  near  him  $ 
and,  perhaps  upotr  every  individual  of  them, 
a*  there  might  he  opportunity  for  it  inthrir 
turns,  even  44  upon  all  the  meo,  women, 
**  and  children,*1  who  were  included  in  the 
covenant  made  with  tfrael  at  Sinai,  Dent, 
xxxi.  ci,  |t,  13.  as  they  had  tlfo  been  be¬ 
fore  ld  the  covtoaot  mjde  whb  Abraham, 
Gerj*  xvtt.  7 ,-*710*  in  which  the  females 
were  included  in  the  mata.— Dr  Gwen,  in  a 
remark  on  tlie  verfs  before  m,  fays,  4+  the 
commumcadcA  of  the  benefit  <-f  the  d«th 
of  Chrirt,  unto  IknfHfcafion,  i>  called  the 
“  fprinkUug  of  his  b^o□cl^,,  1  Pet,  i.  1-; 
and  our  apoftie  com r? rife  the  edeflsof 

it,  unto  that  end,  under  the  name  of  tbe 
blood  of  fprlnkims,*1  chap,  xii  44,  Aod 
I  fear  (fay?;  he)  that  rhofc  who  haw  ufitd  d.c 
cxpvcrtju.fl  whii  f^mc contempt,  vheu  applied 
by  them iHves  unto  the  figu  of  tbe  corotr  c- 
nicarion  of  the  benefit  of  the  derb  of 
Chrift  in  bapiifm,  have  not  obfcrved  chat  n> 
verencr  of  holy  tHngi  that  is  required  of 
us.  Jot  this  fymbol  of  fpriokliug 
that  which  God  htofdf  chofcand  appoint¬ 
ed,  as  a  meet  and  apt  token  of  the  comn^i* 
ni  cation  of  coven  an  t-tncfCy,  ih|«  is,  of  hi^ 
^recc  b  Quirt  Jtfiw  to  our  ioA-” 


Cfa.il. 
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to  Saying, 
Tills  is  the  blood 
o:  the  triUment 
which  GoJ  bull 
enjoiflod  unto. 

JUL 


Jiaut  of  gt>fpej 'grace,  between  God  ami  jII  true  belie¬ 
vers,  (houlfl  be  confirmed  by  the  blood  of  ChrifFs  faen- 
fice,  whidb  is,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  blend  of fprink* 
ting,  (chap*  xu,  24*}  and  the  virtue  of  which,  in  its  ap¬ 
plication,  is  cffe£frtal  for  clcanfing  from  the  guilt  and 
defilement  of  fin,  by  pardoning  and  falsifying  grace, 
as  was  typified  by  that  blood  and  water,  and  was  after- 
ward  Ggnified  by  the  blood  and  water  which  came  out 
of  ChyifL’s  pierced  fide*  {John  xis,  34,  3 5,  See  the 
note  there.) 

20  "While  Ms/es  wis  iq  this  manner  fprinkling  the 
blood,  and  (ho wing  it  to  the  people,  he  find  to  them, 
(£xod+  xxiv.  8*)  Behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  {L  c.) 
This  blood. is  a  token  of  its  confirmation  by  divine  au¬ 
thority,  between  God  and  you,  whereby  his  faithful- 
nefs,  on  one  band,  for  fulfilling  hi.-  proitiifes  ;  and  your 
obedience,  on  the  other,  for  performing  Its  duties,  arc 
engaged,  according  to  what  l  have  pubiiQied  unto  you 


from  the  Lord,  and  ye  have  confirmed  to,  that  ye  may 
be  dealt  with  according  torts  tenor* 
it  21  Furthermore,  when  the  tabernacle  was  framed 

^£pr*^cdhio=nd  ari^  with  its  appointed  vefTds  of  fervice,  *  71/c- 

t»Uj  fit  alfo  ordered  that  it  fiiould  be  fprinkled  with  the  bicod 

r-f 


NOTE. 


*  The  tabernacle  was  rat  errffrd,  nor  all 
its  rcffcls  formed,  till  leme  time  alter  Mofti 
received  the  law,  and  the  faremetubned  lb* 
Jrmn  tran faiHons  had  p*fied:  And  there¬ 
fore  tbe  sprinkling  of  blood  £0  ianfUfy  the 
labcrnatfe  and  its  tuenfiU  could  not  be  at  that 
lime  ;  but  molt  relate  to  what  was  after  want 
lo -be  done,  probably  at  the  firft  feeling  up 
i>f  the  tabernacle:  fin  re  Mofes,  giemg  an 
amount  nf  that,  (&(.  tL  p,  io,  n,)  order¬ 
ed  the  **  tabernacle,  and  all  things  therein 
u  to  be  hallowed  with  anointed  oil after 
diicb  follows  the  conffcrvioTi  of  Aaron  and 


forownces  in  the  csectukm  of  his  office  in 
herven,  and  the  ferv ices  of  the  high  priort 
in  the  iknfluirY,  on  that  day*  And  though 
Moles  did  not  ihc  tabernacle  aitdlhf 

vdicls  with  his  v hards,  on  the 
Ary  day  of  n+onement  1  yet  it  may  be  fpo- 
ken  of  a»  his  doing  it ,  bccaute  4t  was  dene 
by  tht  M.;h  priefl,  according  to  divine  ap* 
pointnurnr  in  the  law  delivered  t>y  bin  i 
Mofcs  often  fgnifiti  his  Law  in.  J.*nkc 
xxie,  ayt  44*  A^u  x-,'.  11.  and  j  Or.  til. 

And  tb  ?bcapofl!c,  having  finilhed  Ids 
account  uf  what  was  done  ai.  t';c  tfcdic^tiou 


his  Tons  by  anointing  them,  ver,  u,—  15.)  of  the  covenant,  proceeds,  in  thi*  ami  ike 
A«d  si  the  anoiruing  of  them  for  their  ton-  neat  verre,  toother  jtandin"  oi-lhianrrs  of 
fccratfon  uras  attended  wuh  theipiinldingof  fprintliu^  the  blood  of  ihcrihcis  for  punli-^, 
blood,  according  to  >hc  order  about  kin  cation  and  ctenefrent,  the  irwrc  fuJiy  to" 
ErtmvnL  4,  cojnpqred  vjih  chap;  xxix.  Ibcw  how  they  ihadowed  out  the  vinui  of 
jo,  ip.  it  n  rcajboable  to  conclude,  that  Cbrid'a  atoning  blood  for  taking  a  jay  fin; 

I  he  anointing  of  the  tabernacle,  and  all  its  which  he  infitU  up-'in  at  bnge  hi  ibe  next 
TcRcte  wore  fo^  too ;  and  jeiephus  lays,  chapter.  Ami  that  he  in  itih  vtrfe  fnejks 
(A/itifr  lib.  Ilk  cap,  G,  Bzlf*  edit.)  that  of  things  done  at  a  d:tfcTent  from  thn ‘e 
Mofc*  OMfecraied  the  tabernacle,  and  all  its  ahich  acre  jiili  bti’arc  ine^tioncd.  U 
vdkJs,  by  “  anointing  jbevo  with  oil,  and  ed  by  the  ol  hi*  mli'.sduciu£  k*  lavuti', 
h  by  the  blood  of  llsin  bulls  and  rams.11—  ^  Moreover,  likcvik;  he  ipriaktad 
>!owerer7  l  rather  think,  with  Dr  OWen  **  bW:I  the  tahernude,^  Ccc.  And  then  hi 
and fome others,  that  (be  apodle  here  referun  tfic  next  rcril',  he  Jay?,  4‘  ;vlmr.fl  ;\W  things 
utiai  was  annually  done  by  the hi^h  pridl  on  ,l  are  by  ;hs  !jW  purged  with  blood,  ami 
Itie  great  day  of  acontmcnt:  for  hia  pcin-  <(  wi;ht>lJtihe(Jci;^lJ^^^'bioodia^^>rcm:^fi£)u;,* 
eipal  defign  in  this  dilcoorfe,  asippcarM'rooj  thereby  iiUimaii:  y,  the  ordinal y 

wim  follows  to  the  and  bf  the  chapter,  wu  cootinutd  prafkke  iiii.ihjjjg  under  lI^c  law, 
to  r£U  die  coeiyariwn  betwcco  ChrilW  yv- 
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both  the  taber*  . 
rack,  au A  all  the 
vcficls  of  the  nti- 
jililry,, 


it  Andalmoft 
aU  things  ar-by 
phe  taw  purged 
with  blood ;  and 
’  without  Ihfdding 
pf  blood  there  i* 


*3  7/TiWthcrc- 
fi  ir  t  ncret  la  r  y 

the  palters  q} 
ihinj*  in  the  hea¬ 
vens  thou  Id  be  pu- 
r-fiad  w^hthefc, 
fcist  rhe  heavenly 
tilings  themlchrct 
'with  better  faert- 
^cts  than  tli tk. 


of  the  facrifices,  and  that  this  (hotrid  be  repeatedly  done 
on  the  great  day  of  atonement  every  year ;  and  that* 
together  with  the  tabernacle;  all  the  uttniils  pertaining 
to  it,  and  to  the  miniftrations  of  the  priefts  in  it,  fhould 
be  thereby  cleanfed  fiom  the  defilements  of  the  people, 
and  fan&ified  for  religious  fer vices ;  even  as  the  mercy* 
feat,  and  altar  of  incenfe,  annually  were  by  the  high 
prieft  on  every  return  of  that  day,  becaufe  of  the  fins 
of  the  people,  that  they  might  be  purified  from  the  legal 
uncleatmefs  which  had  been  contra  fled  thereby,  (Lev. 
xvi.  14, —  ip.) 

22  And  fb  important  was  the  blood  of  facrifices  to 
that  difpenfation,  that  aim  oft  every  thing  relating  to 
purification,  and  indeed  all  things,  except  thofe  that 
were  to  be  purified  by  fire  and  water,  *  and  had  no  ixs- 
ral  impurity  in  them,  are  cleanfed,  according  to  the 
inftitution  of  the  law,  by  the  offering  and  fprinkling  of 
typical  blood  :  And,  even  hy  the  tenor  of  the  Sinqi  co¬ 
venant,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  forgivenefs  of  fin  to  be 
obtained  without  the  bloodfbed  of  atoning  faerificea ; 
which  evidently  typified,  and  ftrongly  pointed  to  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  effe  flu  ally  cleanfing  us  from  all 
liu,  (i  John  i.  j.)  and  intimate  that  there  can  be  no  real 
purgation  from  fin-  wiehoqt  his  blood. 

23  It  therefore  plainly  appears  from  what  has  been 

fatd,  that,  by  the  appointment  and  commandment  of 
God,  it  was  neceflary  that,  not  only  the  book  of  the 
covenant,  and  the  people  ;  but  alfo  that  the  tabernacle 
and  all  its  urcnfils,  which  were-figuracive  representations 
of  heaven,  and  of  the  bleflimgs  pertaining  to  it,  accor¬ 
ding  'to  the  model  or  delineations,  that 

were  fliewn  to  Msfea  in  the  mount,  (fee  the  note  on 
chap.  viii.  5.)  fhould  be  cleanfed  and  fet  apart  forfacred 
ufe  by  the  typical*  facrifices  and  various  fpr inklings  but 
now  mentioned;  infomuch  that  the  high  prieft  was  never 
to  enter  into  the  holy  of  holies  without  the  blood  of 
thofe  facrifices.  But  as  the  heavenly  things  themfelves 
are  incomparably  more  excellent  than  thofe  patterns  of 
them;  fo  it  was  neceiTary,  according  to  the  infinite 
yrifdom,  holinefs,  and  fovereign  will  and  appointment 

ot 


N  O  T  E. 

?  Every  thing  ttut  might  abide,  the  fire  were  ceremonially  andean,  (Lev.  *vt.  *fi,— ; 
W»5  indeed  to  p.fs  through  ibal  for  clranCliig,  ,9.  and  xiii.  C.)  Bt.l  as  there  wu  wdp< 
and  to  ha  purified  with  the  wat<f  of  jqiun-  ral  defilement  in  any  of  thnft  things;  fn  thtf 
tion,  Niimh*  jtxici,  13 ;  apri  both  the  dothes  apnftlt,  rtot  reckon  ini  them  to  His  pvtpcfr, 
and  bodies  of  thole  who  led  away  she  fcap*-  paflesthem  over,  and  fays  *  v*iih  a  tacit  exetp* 
jfoatt  and  who  burnt  ihe  fm-offerings,  were  lion  of  fuch  like  things, .  that  alru  fl  *4  jU 
h»  he  Whcd  wiili  water;  and  fb  was  the  **  things  weic by  the p urged1  \vith  biou*- ^ 
itfh  yf  thoftf  who  had  touched  fuch  thinjr 
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m  For  Chrift 
u  not  entered  in¬ 
to  the  holy  pli¬ 
ed  made  with 
hand*,  which  &r? 
tlit  figures  of  i  he 
true;  hut  into 
UiVd»  irfdf,  DOW 
v>  appear  in  the 
prdtQOc  of  God 
torn*; 


1$  Wor  yet  that 
be  fhouM  offer 
timfrif  often,  as 

ibt-  high  prtcfl 

emerdh  into  the 
holy 


of  God,  anfwerable  to  tbefe  figurative  reprefentatious, 
that  the  heavenly  fanftuary  itfelf,  and  every  thing  reU- 
five  to  it,  fliould  be  confecrated  to  holy  ufe  for  finful 
creatures  *,  by  a  proportionably  more  noble,  excellent 
and  worthy  Sacrifice,  than  all  that  were  offered  under  the 
law,  that  in  virtue  of  this  great  faerifice,  not  only  the 
new  covenant  between  God  and  his  people  might  be 
confirmed,  and  they  cleanfed  from  'alt'  iniquity  ;  but 
that  Jefus,  their  High  Pdelt  himfelf,  might  alfobe  fol¬ 
ly  confecrated  to  his  office,  {John  xvii.  19;)  and  enter 
into  heaven  itfelf  to  prefent  hi i  blood  before  the  throne 
of  God,  {Hi'b.  ix.  j  2.)  \  and  might  prepare  that  holy 
habitation  for  their  ufe  and  enjoyment,  who  in  due  fca- 
fon  were  to  follow  him  thither.  {John  xiv.  t,  3,) 

24  For  Chrift,  the  anointed  High  Prieft  of  the  churchy 
has  not  entered,  like  the  high  prieft  of  old,  into  fuch 
earthly  places,  as  were  framed  by  the  hands  Df  men,  and 
were  no  more  than  mere  figures  and  refemblances  of 
the  heavenly  fanttuary,  and  true  tabernacle,  which  the 
Lord  pitched  and  net  man ,  (chap.  viti.  2.)  and  the  model 
of  which  was  given  to  Mdje:  bn  the  mount,  {chap.  viii. 
5.}  fj  but  he  is  afeeuded  in  his  human  nature  with  the 
blood  of  his  factifice  into  heaven  itfelf,  even  the  heaven 
of  heavens,  now  in,  and  by  means  of  that  nature,  and 
in  that  holieft  of  all,  to  fulfil  the  remainder  of  his  prieft- 
Iy  office,  by  appearing  in  the  immediate  prefencc  of 
God’s  glory,  as  our  representative,  to  prefent  before 
him,  as  on  a  throne  of  grace,  the  merit  of  his  blood 
in  his  ever  living  to  make  interccjfion  for  ut,  who  come 
unto  God  by  him.  (Chap.  vii.  iy.) 

2;  Not  that  we  arc  to  imagine  as  if,  in  order  to  his 
entering  into  this  heavenly  fan&uary,  and  prefent in g 
his  atoning  blood  there,  it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  of¬ 
fer  hjmfclf  a  facrifice,  as  be  did  on  the  crpfs  in  fullering 

unco 


NOTES. 

*  lUutr  ficrifict ffe  here  pur,  by  an  ana-  the  offering  of  Hiraftdr,  he  mmiticra  in  Jr.s 
]o|y  of  nanber,  for  a  btifrr  fecrijkt,  in  aa  hum  in  nature,  prefigured  by  the  tabernacle, 
aH^cSi  to  the  lejpl  fjcrificxs ;  beejoft  rhij  and  in  henen,  pitfi^tind  by  the  fanltaary, 
is  more  eminent  hi  itj  virtue  itur,  and  in-  according  to  what  hu  been  obfcrved  about 
clod  13  the  Agnilical  ion  of,  all  (hofe  iacriScw  :  I  Us  diftinttion  Iwiwcen  ibe  fandhiary  and  «* 
For  it  is  not  only  the  one  ftqriCcc  of  Chrift  Ltrnacfe,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  vUi.  ».)  and 
that  is  intended,  as  appevr*  from  the  follow*  though  the  word  (sfltrvra)  rendered  ihr  f~ 
ing  verfa,  when:  thcapoftie  fpcaksof  it,  i*  is  moft  commonly  under  flood  to  iif* 

hut  once  offered,  and  as  completely  Efficient  ni/y  that  which  anfwm  the  type;  yet  it 
jturie,  and  of  itlUf,  to  anfwer  ii$  end.  here  evideuriy  mron*  the  fame  thing  with,  the 

t  H*fj  plum*  in  the  piurct  number,  feem  patterns  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe, 
to  me  to  %uky  the  entire  building  of  the  ta-  which,  reprefented  the  things  hgmfied  by 
bernscle,  induHrc  of  the  cotiyt  cf  the  pjidb  them,  anfwerable  totli*  penefl:  platform  that 
and  of  the  hnJp  of  holies,  into  which  the  was  given  of  tlwn  to  Moles  in  the  mount, 
high  prieft  juQcd  through  the  vail:  And  (Seethe  paraphrirfe  and  nofe  oo  chap.  vfti* 
fhrift‘$  entering,  tn  opposition  thereunt«,  and  Dr  Oven  on  this  vertc.) 
pto  heaven  it  ft  if,  msy  in  rim  that,  thro 
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iff  (For  thru 
nd  K«  often 
)i*vt  fullered  fi^oc 
the  fGundjfftuo  of 


did  uf  the  *orld 
tah  heappcaitd, 
to  pot  atfaj  tin 
by  the  &difvoof 
tuai&lf. 


Wy  pkre.ererr.  unto  death,  mote  than  ooc^r-wbicb  -alon^  was  complete* 
eToUmi  6  ly&tisfaflory  to  divine  jufticcj  Of  that  he  flioold  fre* 
-qaemly-  repeat. it,  as,  according  to  the  inttiru* 

tiou,  the  high  ptied  offered  Sacrifices,  becaufe  of  their 
ins  perfection,  every  year,  in  order  to  his  entering  into 
the  worldly  fan&uary,  not  with,  bis  own  blood,  bat 
with  the  blood  of  other  ,  creatines,  mere  animals,  that 
cpu!(l  never  take  away  our  fins,  which  rendered  us  un¬ 
worthy  and-unmeet  to  be  admitted- into  God's  immedi¬ 
ate  prefence  in  heaven. 

26  For  if  there  had  been  a  necefliry  of  a  repetition  of 
his  offering,  as  there  was  of  thofr  under  the  lay,  be* 
<bc  world  j)  b«i  faufe  of  their  imperfe diion  ;  then  he  tpuft  have  Ihed 
on  >■«  .in  n>e  his  blood  for  making  atonement  very  oft  eh  from  the 
time  that  fm  entered  into  the  world  *,  which  was  focn 
after  the  foundation  of  the  earth  was  laid ;  fiuce,  other- 
wife,  there  cou’d  have  been  no  expiation  by  bis  blood 
for  the  fins  of  thofc  that  lived  in  former  ages:  But  fuch 
is  the  infinite  virtue,  perfection,  and  dignity  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  facrifice  which  Chrift  has  offered,  and  fuch  is 
.  the. extent  of  its  efficacy  backwards  and  forward,  to  all 
former  as  well  a*  future  generations,  that  now,  at  the 
ctofe  of  the  Jrwifb  difpenfarion,  to  put  an  end  to  that, 
and  at  the  introdudion  of  the  gofpel-difpenlation  to  c- 
ftablifii  this,  which  is  the  tall  and  bell  of  all  that  ever 
will  be  fet  up  in  our  world,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  i.  2. 
and  Mr  JoJeph  Med/i  apoltacy,  &c.  chapttrs  xi.  and 
xii.)  1  he  at  this  time,  pace  for  all,  has  been 

manifeded  in  the  flefh  to  expiate  the  guilt,  and(fr*S"wi») 
.abolifh  the  power  of  fin,  with  all  its  dreadful  rffedp,  by 
his’  meritorious  fufferings  unto  death,  when  he  offered 
a  facrifice,  not  of  bulls  and  goats,  but  of  himfelf, 
whofe  entire  human  nature,  foul  as  well  as  body,  and 
that  dignified  by  the  per  tonally  united  Godhead,  was 
the  offering  he  made  for  fin  ;  and  fo  was  of  fuch  infi¬ 
nite  value,  as  not  to  need  a  repetition  of  it,  or  any  other 
propitiatory  facrifice  befides  it.  ' 

,t  And  a,  k  27  And  in  as  much  as,  by  the  fettled  law  and  righ- 
fe  appointed  into.  -  teous  appointment  of  God,  upon  the  entrance  of  bn, 
■ten  nan  d«e,  for  rhe  pumfhinent  of  it,  all  mankind,  in  the  Ordinary 

bat  after  tan  tac  ret*  .  «  .•  ,  ,  *. 

jad^vwit:  courfc  or  things  t»  mult  die  once,  and  but  once  out  of 

"  this 

VOTES. 

*  A*  there  wss  no  ncH  or  soy  cxuiaiocy  af«r  it ;  and  thus  the  p  Kraft  it  to  be  ander- 

“  "  ■  ■  ■  ■  *  T  * _ 


ikfriScCt  till  fin  invadfd  human  Pilot* v  fo 
the  fimo^tidn  of  (he  wnrlri11  In  this 
pWcnihHe  undeftood  to  mean,  ngt  mb  fen 
lately  front  tlie  creation  of  the  wortd,  tar 
fjjs  rbcfaU  of  whiea  wu  quickly 


flood,  jo. 

f  Though  fill  men  in  gfnerml  mrt  <f;e* 
an  A  come  to  judgment,  imimling  to  the  pe- 
m\  feoccpct  >  yet  intrc  zn  cmtflppiMA 
fttiA  tlvics*  by  the  frecul  fAv»or  of’CJiil  on 

Chrft'* 
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*8  So  Ctmff 
nt  am  offcici 
:*  bur  the  fine 
of  many ;  tod 
who  them  chit 
tali  for.  him  fhafl 
Sae  appear  the  fe¬ 
cund  time,  with* 
eotfin*  uutofitl- 


this  mottalfUte,  never  to  return  to  it  more;  and*  af¬ 
ter  that,  roufl  appear  at  the  awful  bar  of  a  future  judg¬ 
ment*  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  demerit  of 
their  cWds  done  in  the  body  $  unkfs  they  be  relieved 
by  grace : 

28  S;i  Cluift,  to  take  off  the  curfe  of  the  law*frn- 
tence  tor  fin*  Hied  once,  and  but  once  and  thereby 
offered  one  only  fncrificc  to  bear  the  guilt  and  puoifli- 
ment  of  the  has  of  his  people,  who  may  well  be  called 
manjj  as  they  are  an  innumerable  multitude,  even  -all 
that  believe  in  him.  And  unto  them,  who  with  faitb* 
hope,  dofire,  and  love,  cspecl  his  coming  again  to  judg* 
ment,  and  patiently  wait  for  .it,  looking  for  falvation 
alone  by  him,  he  will  perfonally  appear  aj  what  may 
be  called,  by  way  of  eminence,  th t/ecQfid  time ,  noc  .as^ 
he  did  before,  in  a  ftite  of  humiliation  and  fufletmgTor 
their  fins;  but  in  all  his  ihsjcfty  and  glory,  asao  longer 
bearing  th  tir  iniquities,  but  coming  to  give  them  z  cam*, 
plete  enjoyment  of  all  the  happinefs  of  the  heavenly 
world,  to  which  he  will  adjudge  them,  foul  and  body, 
at  the  la  ft  day,  as  the  fruit  and  effe£t  of  what  by  bis 
death  be  has  obtained  for  them* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  gradually  has  God  made  known  his  mitid  and  will  about  the  great  thing* 
that  relate  to  Chrift,  and  fakatkmby  him  l  TUcfe  were  ohfeufely  hinted  in  typi¬ 
cal  reprefentationg,  by  the  earthly  uhrrpacle  and  tU  various  urenlils,  and  fcrvices; 
but  art  brought  to  dear  lijjht  by  gofptl'revdatiotu  that  we  may  behold  in  Chrift 
far  more  tranfcciident  glories  than  ever  appeared  in  thofe  fhadows,  which  were 
to  be  fulfilled  ;a  l  ;ius,  May  we,be  led  to  thk  grand  autitype  for  all  the  light  and 
grace,  pardon  of  tin,  communion  with  God,  and  fpiritual  Food  for  our  foul?,  that 
were  typified  by  thofe  legrjlmftitutiQfis*  which  could  make  nothing  perfetf,  as 
pirtamiftgtothe  confcier^ce What  a  con  (urn mate  and  glorious  High  Prieft  i* 
thrift  l  All  of  t  Jut  character  under  the  bw  were  only  figures  of  him  ;  but  he,  zs 
aurgofpel  High  Prieft,  mirdftm  in  the  moft  excellent  tabernacle  of  his  own  hu- 
nan  nature,  ami  in  heaven  itfelf;  and  has  entered,  ouct  tor  all,  into  thajt  mpft 
li»ly  place,  there  to  abide  for  ever,  in  virtue  of  his  own  blood,  by  which  he  ob¬ 
tained  eternal  redemption  for  us.  With  what  fatbfaftton  may  we  depend  upon 

the 


NOTES* 

CrSlVs  account*  in  the  nft  pf  Enoch  and  (w.iy,)  and  ffiew*  that  the  offering  of  hU 
Fiii^;  ib  there  will  He  of  .ihofe  that  ftiail  He  ptopi'iat^ry  lacrifice  was,,  (btdtly  (prating;, 
a--e  «n  earth  at  Chrift's  fecund  curbing,  on  the  croft*  and  not  in  Hwvcdj  and  (hem* 
1  Theft  iv.  it*  Aad  though  iti  the  cum*  that  I  hi?  one  offering,  (vhkh,  hi  opp^fttloa 
ui'-n  oniric  believers  ntuft  dir,  and  all  of  to  his  fu ffcrin£  often,  (ver.  id*)  b  called 
ilicm  muft  appear  in  judgment,  as  well  as  **  his  appearing  ewee  ,ia  tVc  end  of  the 
tffcm :  yet  die  ftLijj  of  doth*  and  the  iv  <(  world,  to  put  amrey  fin  by  the  facriftee  of 
goi>r  of  proceeding  a^aiufl  them,  and  the  41  iiimfclf,'1)  h  in  tended  all  along  in  ihp 
omdrnuiins  Sentence  tba-  lhafi'bc  pafied  upon  foregoing  conicxi ;  it  being  jneocfilYcnt  widi 
others,  will  i;vkcn  eff  froir;  them*  ihro*  Ms  itate  in  heaven  to  continue  order  furfer- 
ihe  merit  of  Chrift,  who  will  appear,  as  the  Inga;  and  the  prcfentatlau  of  the  blood  of 
Jarljc  of  all,  t*j  their  filr^bn,  his  f.critice  there,  htlng  an  ever- coni  inning 

c  u  Chilli's  being  once  offered  to  bear  the  exhibition  of  the  fame,  cannot  be  progeny 
“  fin 5  of  mny,"  rridtiidy  aaf*crs  to  it*  juid  to  be  but  wif* 
tog  “  appointed  onto  aen  once  to  die}1* 
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’the  efficacy of  his  blood*  without  which  there  is  no  remrffioin  !  If  fprinkling  the 
blood  of  animals*  and  the  artics  of  an  heifer,  availed  for  ceremonial  purifications  of 
the  body ;  how.  much  more  mult  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  who  offemi  himfelr 
1o  God,  aa  hu  immaculate  and  divinely  dignified  lamb,  pm^c  our  fouls  from  the 
defilement  and  power  of  fin,  ail  its  application  to  them :  0  blefled  time  of 
lefomiation !  The  go  (pel-covenant  relating  hereunto  is  fure  and  certain :  Whether 
we  confiderLk  as  the  covenant  of  God  the  Father  with  his  people  in  Chrift,  or  as 
Ciujfl  s  tefiamentary  bequdt,  all  Its  prouiifea  are  ratified  paft  rrpeat;  and  allits 
Udfings,  unto  the  re  million  of  fin,  and  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life,  may  be 
chimed;  andlhall  be  enjoyed  by  them,  that  are  eflciluatly  called  in  every  age* 
But  bow  neceflary  is  our  Lord*s  interceflbry  prdenta*ion  of  his  facrilice  in  hea¬ 
ven,  and  application  of  it  to  our  fouls  on  earth,  to  render  it  efficacious  to  our  own 
falvationi—  All  mankind  in  the  genera  I  court*  of  things  muft,  by  divine  appoint¬ 
ment,  i;ua  voided  y  die,  and  come  to  judgment;  but,  blvlfcd  be  God,  that  every 
true  believer  has  a  happy  relief  again#  the  terror  of  thefe  thoughts  ;  Forto  them 
who  look,  and  wait  in  aftmable  manner,  for  Chtift’s  fecond  coming,  he  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  all  his  glory  to  adjodgt  them  to,  and  give  them  poHVIfion  of,  allpofiilile 
bapptneft,  in  foul  and  body  forever*  on  account  of  the  one  offering  he  has  made 
of  himfelf  for  them. 


CHAP-  X* 

Tie  apqflle  /huts  up  his  main  argument  relating  to  the  infujjiciency  of  ail 
hrgal facrifices  for  taking  away  fin%  I, — 4*  And  to  the  necefftty  and 
cjjieacy  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrijlfir  that  purpofe*  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  new  covenant*  which  contains  the  fubfiantial  blejfings  that  the 
law  was  only  the  jbadow  of*  5,™i8>  And*  having jinijhed  the  doc¬ 
trinal*  be  enters  on  the  pra£Ucal  part  of  the  tpiftlt*  by  way  of  inference 
from  tbe  preceding  difiourfe*  from  which  he  draws  an  argument  fir 
holy  bldnefs  in  the  believers  ntcsfs  to  God  through  Jtfus  Cbrifi ,  19,— 
21*  Andfirfiedfafinefs  in  the  faith*  and  excitations  to  mutual  hvc 
and  duty i  and  to  frequent  affemblings  together  for  religious  warfiif* 
2  5*  And  then  he  warns  them  of  the  danger  *f  apofjacy*  26, — 
3 1-  Reminds  them  of  their  firmer  illumination*  and  fuff erings  with 
patience  and  fifritual joy*  32,-31-  And  encourages  them  to  main¬ 
tain  tbmr  holy  pr<feJfton  to  the  end  of  their  days*  35, — 39. 


Paraphrase* 

^having  ev^entty  aPp€ar$  then  from  all  that  hath  been  :r> 

daw  of  good  *  fitted  on  in  the  foregoing  difeourfe,  thajt  the  fflofiic 
things  to  e:>me,  law,  with  ail  i:$  inflitutioiu  of  the  Levineal  priefthoofi, 
irogT*  TZ  ant*  facr*fices(  whole  blood  was  carried  into  the  holy  of 
ritmgc,  can  never  holies,  was  only  atypical  reprefen  ration  of  Chri  ft  and 
jbh  facrifice  offered  on  earthy  and  of  his  entering  with 

dfisrvd  yew*^"  ^*s  own  blood  into  heaven,  to  prefent  the  merit  of  it 
year  coniimuJly,  there,  as  the  purchafeof  all  the  fubfiantial  privileges 
n^urtie  coinert  and  blefiings,  which  were  then  future,  *nd  to  be  intro- 
moptfi  cc .  <JUCC(]  umief  the  gofpeUflate :  Yea,  it  was  fo  far  from 
containing  the  fubfUnce  of  thofc  eminently  good  things 
themfdyes,  that  it  was  rather  like  the  ixperf=£.l  rrpre- 

femaiion* 
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.  fentation,  which  the  mere  fhadpw  of  a  man’s  body 
makes  of  bim,  than  like  his  image  in  a  looking-glats* 
which  gives  a  more  di(Un£t  view  of  him.  {Sec  the 
note  on  a  Cor,  iii.  IS.)  And  therefore  the  law,  with 
ail  thole  figurative  facrilices,  which,  hecaufeof  their 
impetfe&ion,  the  high  prieft  offered  repeatedly  every 
year,  on  the  great  day  of  atonement,  can. never  be 
eJTedual  to  dtfeharge  them  -from  the  guilt  of  fin,  and 
bring  them  into  a  ftate  of  reconciliation  and, acceptance 
with- God,  that  are  concerned  in,  and. attend  upon 
thofc  ceremonial  fervices,  and  approach  the  divine  ma- 
jefty  by  thofc  facrilices  j  nor  can  they  ever  make  them 
perfeQ,  as  pertaining  to  the  conference.  {Chap.  ix.  9. 
fee  the  note  there.) 

■*  For  rte»,  x  For  had  thefc  ends  been  perfectly  obtained 
nouid  tiicv  not  rhofe  faerifices,  Is  it  not  plain  that  God  would  "never 
liffijilpfrrMiift  *****  appointed,  and  that  there  would  have  been  no  ec- 
«h«  the  woribip.  cafion  for  frequent^  or  indeed  for  any  repetition  of 
pcn.oncc putted,  them,  after  they  were  firfi.  offered?  They  then  would 
^  certainly  have  ceafed  to  be  oiferedany  mcrej  bccaufr, 
fqcraof  Gut.  on  fuppofition  that  the  worfhippers,  to  whom  thofc  fa- 
crifices  related,  were  really  and  completely  deanfed 
thereby  at.  once  from  their  guilt,  and  bad  obtained  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life,  they  would  have  had 
no  perplexing  and  diflrclfing  fdf-condemnings  in  their 
conferences,  as  if,  for  want  of  a  further  atone  men  r, 
they  were  ftill  in  an . unpardoned  (late,  or  needed  Tome 
other',  facrifice  to  purify  and  difebarge  them  from  the 
guilt  of  their  fins  before  God }  which  if  it  were  once 
perfe£Uy  done,  would  have  been  done  for  ever. 

3  Batin  thofc  3  But  this  was  fo  far  from  heing  their  cafe,  that  in 

^nMM^iinrrr  £  t*,e  verT  °®*r‘°S  thofc  legal  facrilices  at  returning 
fins  feafcns,  there  was  every  year,  on  the  great  day  of  a- 
tvery  year.  topement,  a  folemn  public  made  by  the  high 

prieft,  of  all  the  fins  of  Ifrael,  and  they  were  to  afJUS 
their  fovh  for  them,  {Lev.  xvi.  at,  22,  *9,  31.)  which 
brought  their  fins  to  a  painful  remembrance,  and  plain¬ 
ly  ihows  that  their  former  facrilices  had  not  petfe&ly 
atoned  for  them,  as  indeed  in  the  nature  of  things  they 
could  not. 

«  For  ft  u  not  4  For  there  is  fuch  an  infinite  dtfproportion  between 
blood*  o£** balls  little  wonhlefs  facrilices,  and  the  demerit  of  fia 

•nd  of  ^>at,  and  the  high  demands  of  God’s  law  and  juflice  to  make 
ftoald  uke  away  fctfefa&ion  for  it,  and  to  demonftratc  his  abfolute  de- 
reflation  of  it,  as  committed  againd  his  infinite  majefly, 
crown,  and  dignity,  that  it  t$  really  impoOible  for  the 
blood  of  fuch  mean  animals,  as  bulls  and  goats,  to  have 
yiituc  enough  in  rhemfclves,  orto  be  deemed,  according 
any  rules  of  wifdom  orjuftice,  a  fufikient  offciing 

to 
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to  make  a  true,  propfr,  and  rffe&n:it  atonement  for 
fin;  they  could  dfiijr  be  dcfiigfcd  of  God  to  prefigure 
that  all-fofficient  faerifiee  of  Chrift,  which  alone  has 
worth  and  efficacy  in  itfdf,  to  anfirer  this  great  end. 
Wliodbic,  5  Since- therefore  there  was  filch  an  abfolute  defeat 
when  he  eoKKth  in  thofe  legal  ■  fieri  fices  to  anfiver  this  important 
tmo  the  wwtd,  purpofe ;  "When  oitr  bleJTVd  Lord  Ipake  with  a  reference 
and  to  coming  into  this  tower  -world,  (Pf.  *1.  6,  7,  8.) 

wMtUcft'nWjlnH  ahd  when  he  aftually  Came  into  his  incarnate  ftate  for 
a  body  fall  thou  executing  his  pricltly  oflice,  he  fa  id  to  God  his  Father, 
spared  nt:  'J'hou  wouMit  not  accept  of  ]?g^l  facrifices  and  offer¬ 

ings  of  any  kind,  as  a  proper  expiation  for  fin ;  they 
being  of  too  little  value  to  fatisfy  thy  law  and  juftice 
for  it :  But,  that  an  offering  equal  to  the  offence  might 
be  made  to  thee,  Thou,  in  thy  infinite  wifdom  and  good 
pleafure,  and  in  mercy  to  thy  church,  haft,  by  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  prepared  a  true 
human  body  *,  animated  wirh  a  human  foul,  and  fi> 
formed  a  proper  human  nature  for  me,  that  I  thy  eter¬ 
nal  Son,  might  per fon ally  unite  it  to  inyfeif,  and  there¬ 
by  dignify  it  with  infinite  worth  to  render  it  available 
for  a  complete  atonement. 

e  in  burot-or-  -  6  Thou  douldfi  hot  approve  of,  oracquiefce,  or  take 

faiaffiand/ari*  pleafure  in  any  of  the  facrifices  under  the  law,  no,  no: 
haft  hid  do  pte-  of  the  mod  eminent  cf  them,  fuch  as  burnt-offerings 
fare:  arid  Sacrifices  for  fin  :  Thou  neither  didff  intend  or  dc- 

fire  any  of  thefr,  nor  take  the  leaf!  complacency  artl 
reft  in  them,  as  if  they  Were  anfwerihlt  to  the  demands 
of  tby  law  and  joftiee,  or  worthy  of  thy  wifdom  and 
holinefs  to  accept,  or  were  in  thdmfelves  of  fufficicnt 
virtue  to  take  away  fin. 

7  When. 


,  H  0 

*  The  words  in  the  Hebrew  of  Pf  Xu  A. 
f |t>m  -  whrrf ce  tld*  psfTiec  is  <|  noted,  aro 
4t  Mine  ear  haft  thou  bored*”  Yanuiu  have 
been  the  eonje£hrw  of  the  icanjud  to  ream* 
eilethe  diffcrmct  between  ihcfc  words  and 
the  apoftk's  crpreftion,  **  A  b-dy  haft  thru 
(*  prepared  which  agree*  with  the 

tranliation  that  the  Seventy  have  given  of 
them,  iior  what,  upon  the  whole,  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  moft  natural  and  *afy  way  of 
accoeuiaiig  for  this  dUfrrcncc,  i<t  that  out* 
aiFhd'r  deugned  to  give  ihe  fcoi£  of  thU 
m  be  of  feme  following  paf- 

fagei»  rather  than  to  * 1  retftMhe  words  of 
#<  the  Serorty;”  Li  bebg  qucftionnhfe  whe¬ 
ther  that  tnufhlfan  lias  riot  been  altered  in 
fame  places  from  the  Hew  Tefatncnt,  «iul 
it  being  uottkeljr  that  the  apoftle  Iborid  ever 
quote  ft,  especially  (o  the  Hebrew,  and 
where  i:  it  wrong*  (Sec  Dr  Owen  on  the 


r  E. 

place  )  Accordingly  fame  think  tiiat  there *5 
an  alhilbn  to  the  hoiing  of  a  fn\ arv’s 
through  wlih  an  awl,  who  was  to  fervt  his 
mailer  for  <?cf,  (Evd,  x\ir  j,  tf.)  Bur 
oihm,  oHerrbg  that  the  Hebrew  word  d*ir 
aJcri  u  djllcrem  from  tint  in  Pf,  xL  $r  u  - 
(krltand  it  of  God'*  fitting  Chrift  with  a  b  ■- 
dy,  uf  which  Jw  t&r  i*T  by  *  fyaeehd&:fr\, 
put  for  the  ntbvk,  he&cfe  it  u  by  the  eir 
that  men  htu  and  liflen  to  him*  whom  tby 
are  to  obey  ;  in-aUufioii  ti>  which  Chrift  fry*, 
u  The  Lord  God  has  opsned  mine  ea',  and 
H  I  waa  irtit  rtbellwus/*  ftc*  (1;**  L  s.) 
And,  by  a  like  fynechdochc,  the  car  nuy  i;t 
pot  far  the  whole  of  Chrift1*  human  na-tsri\ 
foul  and  body,  which  he  cam*  to  offer  as  * 
ficriftte  for  hn,  and  35  called  his  ^ 
himfelt,  [See  Ifa,  l-ii*  10  ^rfe  xir,  54- 
Eph*  Vh.  1*  and  Hcb*  is.  14*)  * 


Ch.  x.  '  The  EpifiU  to  the  Hebrews  paraphrased.  3 Sy 


7  Then  laid  I, 
LOp  I  come,  (in 
thr  Tot«m«  of 
tbe  boot  it  is 
written  of  mct) 
to  do  thy  nili,  O 
God* 


6  Aborc,  when 
he  furl,  Sacrifice 
irtd  offering,  and 
burnt  -  offerings , 
and  vftr ru£  for 
fin  thou  wouklcft 
no:,  neither  had  ft 
ptealtfre  ffcemtf, 
( which  are  offer¬ 
ed  Uy  the  law,) 
p  Tb«n  fiid 
he,  Lo,  (  come 
to  do  (hy  wifi,  6 
God*  He  taluth 
away  the  fir  ft, 
that  he  iray  ^fta* 
bblh  the  fcoond. 


jo^Tth:  which 
will 


7  When  this  was  the  (late  of  rhe  cafe*  then*  attaftf- 
ing  to  what  is  recorded  concerning  me  at  the  head  of 
the  roll  of-eternity  *,  and  of  feriptu  re- prophecy,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  facrifice  that  thou  wuuldft  accept,  I  preferred 
myfclf  to  thee*  as  ready  to  do  what  all  thofe  facrificts 
could  not,  faying,  Behold,  I  cheerfully  come  into  a 
Hate  of  incarnation  at  thy  call,  to  fulfil  thy  purposes  of 
grace,  and  my  covenant-engagements  to  thee*  and  all 
the  prophecies  and  promifes  concerning  me;  and  to 
perform  the  good  pleafure  of  thy  will  in  doing  thy  work* 
and  particularly  in  fuffering  unto  death  whatfoever 
thou,  O  God,  my  Father,  requireft  for  the  honour  of 
thy  law  and  juflice,  and  for  making  a  proper  and  com* 
plete  fatisfaftion  for  fin* 

8  When  in  the  above-cited  place  our  Lord  faid. 
Thou  wouldft  not  accept  of  any  kind  of  facrifice  and 
ofFerirfg  ;  rto,  not  of  any  burnt  offering  and  offering  for 
fin*  as  an  effectual  atonement;  nor  had ft  thou  the  leaft 
complacency  of  reft  in  that  confederation  of  any  of  them 
which  are  offered,  according  to  thine  appointment  in 
the  Afofaic  law; 

9  Then,  in  reflection  upon  the  utter  tnfufficifency  of 
thofe  facnfices,  he  find,  Behold,  O  God  of  rigtueouf- 
nefe  arid  (aWation,  here  ami;  T&ke  the  famfa£Hon, 
thy  juflice  demands  from  me ;  I  freely  come  to  put  ttty* 
felt  in  the  finner’a  (lead,  to  bear  bis  curfe,  aVul  to  an- 
fwer  the  utmoll  of  thy  requirements,  according  to  what 
thou  thyfclf  has  appointed,  and  doff  approve  of  and  de* 
light  in,  to  open  a  way  for  the  remilfion  of  (in.  Now, 
by  our  Lord's  faying  this,  he  mamftftly  (hows  that  the 
former  appointment  or  declaration  of  God*s  will,  with 
regard  to  the  firtt  covenant  and  alt  its  offerings,  were 
to  be  no  longer  in  force,  that  he  might  confirm  and 
give  efteft  to  this  iaft- mentioned  will,  with  rcfptft  to 
the  new  covenant,  and  the  facrifice  which  he  himfelf 
came  to  offer  for  giving  it  an  everlafting  eftablUh- 
menr. 

10  By  which  will  of  God,  as  fulfilled  by  Cbrift, 
(tyn  9.)  we,  who  believe  in  him,  are  not  in  a  typical 

and 
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*  Tbt  vih  fit  ef  tU  book  bas  been  greatly 
critrriied  upon  by  tbe  tarstd  i  3rd  m  tbe 
basis  of  die  aacienii  were  commonly  rails 
of  parchment,  from  whence  they  were  cat- 
led  velstMt'i,  tbme  have"\h«uglu  that ihc  vd- 
hmc  of  toll  is  a  tautology  without  icnfc : 
But  as  the  word  (u>sAjr)  rendered  a  v$lvmt% 
lignifie*  aJIh  it  might  be,  perhaps. 

Utter  rendered  fit  bead  of  the  folk  i  and  Jb 
Bay  refer  either  to  die  firft  and  principal  ar* 


tide  in  the  roll  of  eternity,  or  book  of  Uftr 
which  eoitfahied  (Thrift's  engagement  to  the 
Father  i  6 t  ?o  the  firfr  promife  of  the  “  frni 
41  of  ihe  woman  to  bnirfc  the  ferret's  head/' 
which  fbndi  at  the  head  or  beginning  of  the 
firfl  volume  or  book  of  (crtpttirc,  Gen.  iiL 
if.  or  iu?y  refer  to  the  **  former  part  tf  the 
“  Gid  Teltamtut,"  which  fpGtls  of  farrifi- 
cc#  in  their  typical  reft rvree  to  tfcc  factifica 
of  C  brill* 


3<5B  .  TbcEpifiU  to  the  Hebkews  ptrtphrafcd*  Ch.  s- 

wUi  w« :  are  &ne.  atKi  ceremonial  way,  as  Ifrael  wrre  by  tbe  facrificee 
offrri’ng the  uu^er  tbe  !jw,  but  iealiy  and  effeftually  purged  from 
body  or  JcGj*  the  guilt  and  defilement  of  our  fine*  and  are  dedicated 
-Chda«Ke/«r<4r.  t0  attj  purified  as  a  peculiar  people  For  his  fer- 

-  vice,  through  tbe.  merit  and  virtue  of  tbe  facrificial 
offering  of  ChrifVs  human  nature,  (Fee  the  note  oil  ver. 
5.)  of  which  the  body  is  the  rifiblc  part,  anfwermg  to 
the  bodies-  of  the  beafis  that  were  flain  x  Which  offer¬ 
ing  he  made,,  not  with  any  repetition  of  it,  like  thofc 
under  the  law,  but  only  once,  and  that  for  ever ;  it 
being  in  itfclf  absolutely  perfect,  and  available  for  ma¬ 
king  a  complete  atonement  at  once,  (Sec  tbe  note  on 
chap,  ix.  <28.)  Ami  herein  lyes  an  eminent  and  re¬ 
markable  difference  between  all  the  former  p  delta  and 
their  facrifices,  aud  jefus,  our  great  High  P tieft  and 
his  facrifice. 

pAft  1 1  Every  legal  pried,  in  token  of  humble  reverence, 

daily  aiinHtriiig,  as  well  as  of  readinds  to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  God  *, 
wd  oflemijc  of-  jlands  before  him,  frequently  officiating  in  his  mini- 
flracions ,  and  offering  the  fame  fort  of  animal  facrifices 
no  sever  uie  according  to  his  ftation i  none  of  which  repeated  fa- 
vweyfimi  cnfices,  whether  daily  or  annual,  can  ever  malte  a 
proper  expiation  to  the  farofa&ion  of  divine  juftice  for 
anyf  muen  lets  for  allmanncr  of  Gns. 

1 2  ®ut  k  ‘BWmpargbly  fuperior  is  the  dignity  of 
fend  o»e Sacrifice  Chrift’s  perfon  and  facrifice,  above  them  aud  theirs, 
hot  fat*,  for  t«r  that  this  -f  gofpel  High  Pried,  after  he  had  once  offered 
-himfelf,  as  the  one  only  atoning  facrifice  for  all  the  fins 
Goij  -  of  his  people,  immediately,  upon  bis  finifhing  that  part 

of  his  office,  rofe  from  the  dead  to  immortal  honour, 
that  he  might  live,  andexercife  his  office,  in  an  end- 
lefs  date  of  the  bigheft  dignity,  reft,  and  authority, 
which  may  be  figuratively  represented  by  his  eternally 
Jilting  down  with  nwjefly,  glory,  and  acceptation,  at 
God  the  Father’s  right  band ;  (fee  the  note  on  Acts 
tju  55-) 

13  From 


NO! 

*  SvtfJ  pritfl  d<afy  m'ttijlrinr  feems 

in  this  pL^c  to  deoot<  the  pollute  (if  fiiuRfrlc 
icrvicttnd  reverence  wUb  which  the  prieft* 
pKfornedtbnr  miniflniJar^;  Ifl  oppofitbft 
to  which  Chrift  3s  represented,  in  the  prefcnt 
execotioa  ef  hUj^rc,  u  fttiiog  do#o  mth 
gnndenr  lad  authority  “  on  the  right  fund 
*  of  God,**  («r,  i»a)  And  u  the  word 
datty  fiutfl*  isuftdwith  reverence  rt> 

the  high  prides  offering  up  facrifice*  once 
t-ynr,  (chap.  ti3.  %%  (techs  DOiethercJ 
n  may  very  wrij  nnkrttaid  il  here  ts  rt- 
Uiogto  hit  offering  ou  tfot-day,  though 


E  S;  ■ 

tux  to  the  cicliidon  of  the  hub  iflrai  10ns  of 
the  ordinary  pried*  eecry  day;  end  fi> 
iiicrihocij  whctherdJly  or  annual,  are 
re  pie  fenced  a*  utterly  rofufhricnt  to  take  w* 
way  fiit  1 

f  Ai  tjtcj t  is  rot  in  the  original  st;tl 
frkfi  is  the  usareft  anrecedeutt  l 

(Wild  thLik  the  prat.cmn  fuTti)  nri^ht 
better  be  rendered  lias  priep,  07  iAfi  Ugh 
frit/ij  flreo  riling  as  wo  \in  JerlHivJ  the  w:»»d 
ftUJi  in  the  fongoing  verfe  to  figoiry,  rat^u' 
ihaii  ith  msn* 


Cb.c 
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Prombcnce*  13  From  that  time  forward  exercifing  all  power  in 
tUl^hi** eMraies  ^eiven  a°d  «rtb,  till,  according  to  the  promire  of  hia 
b;  midc  his fWt*  Father,  {Pf.  Ci,  i.)  and  lua  own  juft  cxiir-ci.uion  on 
that  foot,  and  on  account  of  his  meritorious  perfor* 
mances,  tin,  Satan,  the  world  and  death  ;  yea,  all  the 
adverfaries  to  his  perftm  ar.d  authority,  people  ami 
caufe,  (hall  be  actually  and  univerfali  y  fubdurd,  like 
fuch  vanquifhed,  defp;  cable  enemies,"  as  are  trampled 
under  the  feet  of  the  conqueror,  in  token  of  their  ut¬ 
ter  deftrudion,  and  nf  his  abfolute  dominion  and 
triumph  over  them,  (fee  the  paraph rafe  on  Horn.  xvi. 
10.) 

o[R-Hn^°he\a^h  **  ^or  by  that  one  offering,  which  he  made  of  hi m- 
pttfctteJ  for fdf  on  the  crofs,  he  has  obtained  perfetl  deliverance 
them  that  ate  from  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  a  perfe£l  fitnefs  for 
fjnftified.  the  worihip  and  enjoyment  of  God,  in  the  ncafert  re¬ 

lation  and  accefs  to  him,  and  in  the  mod  perfect  ftate 
of  -the  church,  for  all  thofe  who  in  a  facrilicial  fenfe 
are  dedicated  to  God,  and  purged  from  their  tins,  thro’ 
faith  in  him;  and  that  not  lor  a  time  only,  but  for 
perpetuity,  without  any  change  of  their  privileges  and 
church-ftate  on  earth,  or  of  their  cou Cumulate  happi- 
neCs  to  all  eternity  in  heaven. 

it  *<$  And  the  Holy  Gboft  himfelf,  as  a  divine 

u»wi!Lfitous°  perfon,  has  given  us,  in  the  infpired  writings  of  the 
for  after  chat  he  Old  Tdlament,  a  fweet  intimation  of  this  important 
but  ferf  before,  truth  f,  in  the  reprefentation  be  hath  therein  made  of 
c(wer»nt  *cWt  the  new  covenant,  which  Chrift  has  now  edahltlhcd,  , 
will  make  with  and  all  the  bleflings  of  which  he  has  now  actually  pur- 
them  after  thofe  chafe<j  by  his  death.  For  after  he  formerly  had  faid 
t" will  piu  jn  a  prediction  of  gofpel*  times,  (Jer,  xxxi.  33,  34.) 
my  bus  imo  their  This  is  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  of  mere  grace,  that 
ltd" mind,  will  i  ^  w’^  ^ake  with  my  people,  when  the  days  of  the  pre- 
wriv«  th«m  t  fent  difpeofation  (hall  expire,  fays  the  great  Jehovah, 
Indead  of  writing  my  law  of  rhe  ten  commandments 
on  tables  of  done,  as  1  did  at  mount  Sinai ;  I,  by  a 
fpecia)  inward  operation  of  my  Spirit,  (fee  rlie  note  and 
paraphrafe  on  chap.  viii.  to.)  will  effectually  inferihethe 
doflrines  of  divine  revelation  in  the  fleihly  tables  of 

t  And  their  *hcir  hearts  and  minds  :  (2  Cor.  iii.  3.). 

In,  17  And  then,  to  allure  them  that  nothing  (hall  d> 

feat 

NOTE. 

+  In  this  and  the  three  folfnoring  vertee  ifliici  the  whole  in  a  reference  to  the  de- 
(he  a  pottle  winds  up  hts  iraument  concern  fcripiion  there  j Wen  of  the  covetturt,  as 
tnf  the  excellency  and  perfection  cf  the  do*  coiupic.eiy  j-aultd,  ami  all  the  UL'U 
prieft flood  and  ibcrifice  of  ChrUt;  and  as  tie  fin&s  of  i:  porchafed,  and  f.'cnrH  10  the 
hid  laid  the  foundath*!  of  his  bfl  fet  of  ar*  church,  hy  the  cm.'  oniy  offcmg  of  Cbritt, 
piTaents  for  it,  chap,  viiL  in  *  uhic  ejidcrs  <0t  or expiatory  facrilict^ 

quotation  of  the  account  that  is  green  or  the  >nd  any  repetition  cf  his  o*n,  entlrelf 
i!jw  rcretnjnt,  Jer,  xjcx}.  33,  fo  he  here  reerlleta 


if  JFhtrnf  the 
Jfoly  Ghofl  alfo 
U  a  whocti  to  us; 
Ur  after  that  tic 
fcai  laid  before, 
i<  This  is  the 
covenant  that  1 
will  make  with 
them  after  thofe 
4iys,  faith  the 
JiOH  ;  t  will  put 
piybiws  tmo  their 
hearts,  n  and  in 
itic-Tnindivill  f 
write  them ; 


ij  Afld  their 
bus 


T  E. 

ifliici  the  whole  in  a  reference  to  the  de¬ 
scription  there  given  of  the  envefturt,  as 
Do*  conipic.ciy  ami  all  the  UL't* 

of  i:  porchafed,  and  f.'curcd  10  the 
church,  by  the  cm,-  oniy  offering  of  Cbritt, 

tthic  c/idtrs  <0t  oth^  expiatory  facrifire^t 


itn*  and  ifnipiii'.es 
uuili  l  rememier 
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Ch.  J> 


i3  Now,  where 
of  thefc 
ii  *  third  ii  no 
inorw  oiFcrir.-  for 
fin. 


IpHaTioy  there¬ 
fore,  brethren, 
boldncft  to  ch:lt 
miio  the  holi-ft  by 
the  blood  or  Jc- 
Id  V 


new 


iq  By  a 

ind  living  wuy 
vhich  he  h»ih 


feat  the  perform  an  ce  of  this  new  covenant  to  them) 
he  adds,  in  a  way  of  abfolute  promife,  with  all  the 
grace  and  authority  of  the  God,  who  only  can  forgive 
fins,  1  will  fo  pcrfeQly  pardon  all  their  fwervjngs  from, 
and  tranfgreffions  of  my  law,  as  never  to  bteak  my  co¬ 
venant,  on  account  thereof,'  or  call  them  to  remem¬ 
brance  any  more)  as  though  they  were  not  perfectly 
expiated,  as  I  did  the  fins  of  Ifrael  in. the  annual  repe¬ 
tition  of  their  infufficient  facrifices,  {ver+  3.}  $  nor  wiH 
I  ever  upbraid  them  with  them,  or  produce  them  in 
judgment  againft  them.  (See  the  paraphrafe  on  chap. 
viii.  12.) 

18  Mow  it  is  undeniable  that,  when  there  is  fuch  a 
complete  and  everlafting  forgivenefs  of  all  trefpafies,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  gracious  tenor  of  this  covenant,  as  re¬ 
corded  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  himfetf,  there  can  be  no  ufe 
or  need  of  any  farther  atoning  fact ifice' for  fin,  nor  of 
Ch  rill's  repeating  the  facrifice  of  himfelf j  becaufe  that% 
which  he  has  already  offered,  hath  been  effeftual  to 
procure  this  important  blelfing  of  the  covenant,  of  which 
he  is  the  mediator,  {chap.  lx.  rj.)  which  he  has  now 
fully  confirmed,  and  aU  the  b)elltng3  of  which  he  has 
purchafed,  cnce  for  all,  by  his  precious  blood. 

19  Since  therefore,  ray  dear  brethren  in  the  Lord  *, 
we,  .who  cordially  believe  in  Chrift,  have  fuch  folk! 
grounds  of  free  liberty,  and  fo  rich  encouragement, 
as  may  be  gathered  from  the  preceding  difeourfe,  for 
holy  freedom  and  confidence  in  our  approaches  to  God, 
as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father,  and  fo  of  entering 
by  faith  into  the  holteft  of  aU,  even  heaven  itfelf ;  and 
are  admitted  to  it,  through  (be  merit,  and  application 
to  our  conferences,  of  the  moll  inert  tunable  precious 
blood  of  Jefus,  our  great  High  Priert  and  Sacrifice,  who 
himfelf  is  gone  thither  in  virtue  of  bis  own  blood,  to 
prei'ent  and  plead  it  there  for  us,  that  we  might  not  be 
kept  at  a  diftance,  as  the  people  of  Ifrael  were  front 
the  holy  of  holies  under  the  law ;  but  might  follow 
after  him  in  the  daily  a&ings  of  our  faith,  till  we  flul’ 
have  a  perfocal  entrance  into  the  immediate  prefence 
of  his  glory  ^ 

20  Since,  I  fay,  we  have  this  liberty  of  accefs  to 
God,  through  the  blood  of  Chriit,  in  gol'pel-wotflitp, 

cun-,  by  the  way  of  the  new  Covenant  \  a  way,  which  is  now 

opened 

T  E. 

a  *WTtW  juiprovernffit  of  the  whole,  whirS 
ho  here  inlivduro  by  wiy  of  LnftrciiCi  fram 
the  forego ir.g  difcourfr*  from  wbttli  he  Iu*c- 
draws  his  vsniucni  ter  it. 


N  O 

9  The  apoflle  having  fimfbed  the  fkBrjft.il 
piri  of  bis  Cpiille,  teLimg'ta  t he  .fiiperior 
ercdlcucc  of  die  per  Am,  pviefthood,  and 
fact  Diet  of  Chrift,  proceeds  in. this  udthe 
fej-fes  to  the  cud  of  the  cpittjef  to 
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WrtlVc  rated  for 
C3,  through  the 
\jil,  that  Is  to 
Uy>  Iiis  deft ; 


it  Kn&brmni 
an  high  pridt 
c*c  the  houA  of 
GocL; 


it  Letusdrav 
near  with  a  true 
heart,  in  foil  at 
{itr*nG£  of  faith, 
hi  ripe  our  hearts 
fprinuedfrontan 
evil  '  conference, 
tad  our  bodies 
wafbed  with  pure 
water* 


opened  ami  declared  with  the  greateft  evidence  to  us,' 
and  is.offuch  perpetual  ufe  and  advantage,  as  to  be  al¬ 
ways  new,  To'  as  never  to  wax  old  or  decay  5  and  may 
well  be  called  a  living  way,  as  the  once  dead,  but  now 
living  Redeemer  has  opened  it  for  us,  and  as  it  is  the 
way  in  which  wc  find  quickning  virtue  unto  fplritual 
life  here,  and  are  led  on  to  eternal  life  hereafter  ;  and 
which  he,  who  is  the  way,  the  truth ,  mid  the  Hfe, 
(John  xiv.  6  )  has  prepared,  dedicated  and  eUabliflted, 
(~)  as  far  red  to  ourufe,  that  we  might  not  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  true  holy  of  holies  ;  but  might  fallow 
our  High  Pricft  into  heaven  it  fell,  by  means  of  his  cru¬ 
cified  body,  which  procured  this  open  way  for  us,  when 
the  vail  df  the  temple- tour  rent  in  twain  fnm  the  tap  to 
the  bottom,  and  clofed  no  more;  which  l:g>iijjied,  among 
other  things, that  every  obftru£lion  to  our  entrance  into 
heaven  itfelf  is  now  removed,  by  the  death  and  faenftee 
of  Chrift ;  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  Mat.  xxvii.  51,) 

21  And  Gnce  we  now  have  a  great  and  glorious 
High  Prieft,  every  way  furpaffing  all  that  went  before 
him  in  his  perfon,'  office,  and  exaltation  ;  aprieft  of  in¬ 
finite  dignity  and  authority,  who  is  the  head  of  the 
ehurclwniiirant  on  earth,  and  triumphant  in  heaven  ; 
and  who,  zs  its  Lord  and  proprietor,  prefidcs  over  it 
and  all  Ste  concerns,  as  his  own  houfe,  [chap.  iii.  6.) 
in  which  God  dwells  after  :a  more  excellent  manner 
than  he  ever  didin  the  Jewijb  tabernacle; 

a 2  Let  us,  upon  thefe  encouraging  considerations, 
be  emboldened  to  make  our  humble  approaches  to  Cod, 
as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father,  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  as  fcated  on  a  throne  of  grace,  that,  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  his  Spirit,  we  may  draw  near  to  him  in  prayer, 
and  in  all  other  adts  of  religious  worihip,  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  every  grace ;  infweet  and  holy  communion  with 
him,  and  conformity  to  him  jwith'integrity  and  upright- 
n«fs,  and  a  heart  eftablifhed  in  the  truth  of  the  gofpe! ; 
and  with  the  livelieft  exercife  of  faith,  even  to  *  full  a  du¬ 


rance  of  the  perfection  of  ChrilVs  priefthood  and  facrifice, 
and  of  our  own  acceptance  in  coming  to  God  thro’  him, 
as  peifons  whofe  fouls,  in  ail  their  powers  and  faculties, 
arecleanfed  from  the  ftupidicy  and  treachery  of  an  un¬ 
faithful,  and  from  the  difqutctude  and  defilement  of  a 
guilty,  terrifying,  and  condemning  conference,  by  an 
application  of  the  blood  of  Jefus,  in  oppofition  to  the 
fprinklings  of  the  blood  of  the  legal  facrifjces  *;  and  as 

perrons 


MOTE. 


*  As  "  having  our  hearts  fpriakled  from  ceremonial  rites  in  various  fprinklings  of  the 
iR  ml  cortfcisnoc,**  evidently  alludes  to  blood  of  the  facriftcc.  under  the  Law  j  lb  ha- 

A  *  1  via* 
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CH*  x  • 


t  y  Let  us  hold 
fait  the  pruteflion 

of  aw  faith  With¬ 
out  wavering  : 
(for  he  is  fiivfchjl 
that  promtted :) 


14  And  let  us 
tonGda  one  sna- 
ther*  to  provoke 
onto  love,  and  to 
good  works: 


if  Not  forfa* 
ting 


perfons  who  are  truly  faudified  to  God  and  his  fcrvice 
fay  the  renewing  and  purifying  wort  of  the  Holy  Spirits 
(in  oppvfmon  to  the  ceremonial  cleaning  of  tbc  bodics 
of  thofe  who  drew  nigh  to  God  under  the  law,  by 
their  bring  wafhed  with  clean  water)  that  the  outward 
converfatlon,  as  well  as  the  inwajd  principles  and  dif- 
pofitiojis  of  the  heart,  may  be  pure- 

23  Carrefponden  thereunto,  Let  us  maintain  our  fo* 
Icma  profeflion,  and  open  confeflion  of  Cbrifl:,  and  of 
our  faith  and  hope  in  him,  and  in  the  promifes  of  the 
new  covenant,  which  be  has  ratified,  and  the  bteflincs 
of  which  he  has  purchafed  by  his  blood;  Let  us  perlift 
ftcdfaftly  and  invariably  in  our  adherence  to  him,  and 
in  the  belief  and  practice  of  every  gofpel-doftrine  and 
duty,  without  any  diftruft  or  heGtaacy,  or  perturbation 
of  mind,  through  fear  of  tribulations  for  his  fake,  or 
of  a  difappnintment  of  our  hope  in  him  ;  For  he,  who 
hath  promifed  to  put  his  laws  into  his  people's  hearts , 
and  to  write  them  them  in  their  minds,  (ver.  16.)  is  ud- 
changeable  in  his  truth  and  faithfulness,  and  may  be 
fully  depended  upon,  for 'all  feafe  liable  fupplies  of  pro* 
mifed  grace  to  enable  us  to  hold  on,  and  hold  out  ro 
the  end;  and  for  a  performance  of  all  his  promtfes 
unto  complete  falvation. 

24  And  to  fublenre  our  ftedfaftnefs  and  perfrverancc 
in  the  faith,  and  in  our  holy  profeffion  of  it.  Let  it  be 
our  joint  concern  ferioully  to  confider  our  refpe£live 
wants  and  infirmities,  temptations  and  dangers,  on 
one  hand  ;  and  the  grounds  of  hope  and  encourage¬ 
ment  that  are  in  Chrift  and  in  the  promifes  on  the 
other,  that  we  may  ufe  all  proper  means,  by  example, 
exhortations,  and  cautions,  to  (fit  up  one  another,  with 
fervency  and  fairbfulnefs,  to  the  love  of  God,  and 
Chrift,  and  the  truths  of  the  gofpel ;  and  to  an  affec¬ 
tionate  union  and  communion  one  with  another;  and 
fo  may  love  as  brethren,  and  excite  each  other  to  every 
evangelical  and  moral  duty,,  and  ro  every  thing  that  U 
truly  excellent  and  worthy  our  Chrifmn  character. 

55  Anti  as  ever  we  would  be  fled  fait  in  the  profcfiion 
of  our  faub,  and  tn  love  and  good  works.  Let  us  take 

fpeei-at 


NOTE. 


Tiny  w  oar  bodies  wafhed  with  pare  water/* 
as  it, here  Itands  jp  connection  with  thole 
sprinklings,  feemt  10  allude  to  divers  wait¬ 
ings*  eh*p-  i*t.  ic.  among  which  were  the 
pnc(Ts  billing  his  flefh  in  wafer,  and  ha¬ 
ving  the  water  of  purification  iprinUcd  upon 
hue,  befor?  he  wen tin  to  the  pretence  of  the 
l.ord.  Lev.  avi,  4.  and  Numb,  vm.  y*— 
1'ut  if  vc  fuppofe,  wiih  lome  expeditors, 
that  here  is  a  reference  to  the  New  Tefta- 


men  Nor  nance  of  the  mode  of  *i\* 

n:itiilhtinj  it  maybe  notified  by  the  fprjnfc- 
iing  of  the  ouifcience,  well  a*  by  uatlhii: 
the  body;  and  the  rlcanfing  virtue  of  th 
blood  and  ticrifee  of  Chr.it,  or  of  the  Spi  - 
rit  iu  his  applying  t!ie  Mood  of  Chrift  10  ti*; 
foul,  which  is  by  baptrfm,  U  ex- 

petfled  by  God's  “  fprmiOmg  clean  water 
44  upon  us,  that  *c  tnay  be  cirap/’  Ez.»R. 
XKfcvip  45* 


n  t*s 


Ch.  x. 

king'  the  alTem- 
blinggf  ourfelr« 
together,  as  the 
manner  of  (bine 
is-  but exhorting 
evr  antlbcr ;  aod 
fi>  much  the  in  ore, 
a*  ye  fee  the  Jjy 
a^roiebmg* 


xff  For  if  wc  Cn 
wdfulljvfierthat 
i(  have  received 
the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  there 
fCTnaineth  no 
more  facrifict  for 
tins* 
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(pedal  heed  that  we  do  not  grow  coo!  or  indifferent) 
remits  or  carelefs,  on  any  pretence  whatfover,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  our  dated  and  occafionai  meetings  together,  as 
we  have  opportunity,  for  the  celebration  of  all  divine 
ordinances;  and,  at  length,  dtfert  chureh-afFemblies, 
and  caft  off  pubtick  worthip,  and  the  communion  of 
faints,  and  the  folemn  profeflion  cf Ch rift's  name;  ami 
fo  put  ourfelves  out  of  the  way  of  his  promife  and  blcf* 
fing  for  our  prefervation  and  growth  in  grace,  comfort, 
and  holinefs,  as  is  too  much  the  cuftom  of  fame  that 
have  given  up  their  names  to  Chrift,  but  are  vlfibly 
backfliding  from  him;  and  as  is  the  lamentable  cafe  of 
others  that  have  notorioully  and  fhanrufully  apofta- 
rized  from  all  their  former  profeffion  of  him;  But  in- 
ftead  of  being  influenced  by  their  finful  and  pernicious 
example,  or  treading  in  their  dangerous  (teps,  Let  us 
admonUh,  excite,  and  encourage  e^ch  other,  to  frequent 
our  religious  affemblies  on  all  dccaGons,  and  to  go  on 
with  cheerfiilnefs  and  conftancy  tu  the  good  ways  cf 
the  Lord.  And  ye  ought  to  he  the  mure  diligent  and  ear¬ 
ned  herein,  that  ye  may  he  the  better  prepared  againft 
the  awful  time  that  is  coming  on,  in  proportion  to  the 
plain  figns,  which  ye  may  now  eiifily  chfenve,  that 
the  utter  dcftru&itm  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Jev/i/b 
nation,  for  their  obftinare  infiddhy,  hafteus  apace,  and 
is  very  near  at  hand;  and  again  ft  the  day  of  death  and 
judgment,  which  ye  cannot  but  know  will  (bon  over¬ 
take  you,  whether  ye  fall  in  the  approaching  calamity 
or  not,  and  which  will  be  ail  mexprdlibjy  dreadful  day 
a  port  at  es« 

.  2 6  For  if  any  of  us,  who  make  a  profeflion  of  Chrift’s 
name,  be  fo  much  under  the  power  of  unbelief,  preju¬ 
dice,  pride,  and  a  worldly  temper,  as,  not  merely  thro* 
inadvertency,  or  fome  fudden  hurry  of  fprr;:,  tempta¬ 
tion,  and  fear  of  danger  *  ;  but  deliberately,  refoiutely, 
and  willingly,  with  full  confcnt,  to  reject  the  doflrines 
of  the  gofpel  and  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
turn  back  to  judaifm,  or  to  all  irreligion;  and  go  on  in 
a  courfe  of  (in  again  ft  God,  after  we  have  been  enligh¬ 
tened  in,  and  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  with 
rcfpe£l  to  the  way  of  falvation  alone  by  Jefus  Chrift  ; 

the 


NOTE. 


f  The  On  here  intended,  a;  appears  from 
a  if  the  preceding  atui  following  coutCKt,  u 
wilful,  rcfolute*  contc  mpiuous,  anil  utter 
apofhey  from  the  prnfcflim  flf  Chrift  ami 
hit  gofpel :  A nrt  therefore  though  we  ought 
t^>  hi  upon  the  flriftdl  guard  ftgainlt 

every  known  fm,  and  to  be  det-ply  humbled 


before  God  whenever  wc  ft  II  into  it ;  yet  this 
teat  is  not  <o  lie  underlloud  of  every  fin  that 
In*  brut  com  milted  irivltrthrpiacroi  temp- 
tat  Inn,  fight  nri:i  conviction,  as  tome 

tender  fpiritcdC'brifl:*n*  are  often  apt  to  ap¬ 
ply  it  to  their  own  "rear  dilboura^euient  aud 
terror,  abroil  to  utter  defp^tr* 
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it  B«t  a  cer¬ 
tain  fouTui  look¬ 
ing  for  of  jadg- 
and  fiery  in- 
(I'gT'arton,  which 
ihjli  devour  the 
idvcr&rits. 


18  He  that  dc- 
frifed  Moles  hw 
died  without  mer¬ 
cy,  under  l*o  «r 
tijfce  wiuicflV* ; 


S9  Of  how  much 
forcr  |>Hi»ilbmc»r, 
flippoLc  ycf  ibali 
he  he  cfioo&tn 
vwrthy,wliv)  huh 
trodden  u  nderf  oot 
the  Son  of  God, 
end  hath  counted 
the  Mood  of  the 
coTtnint,  w here¬ 
with  he  was  fanc- 
tified,  an  unholy 
thing,  and  hath 
dpne  defr«e  un¬ 
to 
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the  cafe  of  fuch  apoftate6  b  cf  all  others  the  moft  dread* 
ful :  For  as  all  legal  fieri fices  are  of  no  farther  ufe  in 
the  worlhip  of  God,  nor  ever  were  available  to  purge 
from  the  moral  guilt  of  fin;  and  as  there  never  was  any 
facriSce  appointed  under  the  law  for  prefumptuous  fin* 
ners ;  fo  there  remains  no  other,  than  the  one  only  fa- 
crifice  of  Chrift,  for  the  remiflion  of  Ons  j  and  they 
that  rtje£t  this  lad  and  only  remedy,  by  perfidious  un¬ 
belief,  can  have  no  intereft  in  it  j  nor  can  there  be  any 
hope  of  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  on  any  other 
.ground  wharfoever. 

27  But  all  that  remains  to  them,  as  their  deplorable 
portion,  is  nothing  lefe,  than  a  fort  of  terrible  forebo¬ 
ding  in  their  con&iences  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God,  which- will  certainly  overtake  them,  an  awful  em¬ 
blem  of  which  will  foon  be  given  in  the  deilru&ion  of 
Jerufaltm j  and  tbey  muft  look  for  the  incenfed  wrath 
of  God  to  fall  upon  them,  which  will  burn  in  the  rood 
tremendous  manner,  like  the  hotted  fire,  to  confume 
all  fuch  enemies  as  fet  themfelves  againit  the  blefied 
and  only  Saviour*  (See  2  Tbeff.  i.  7,  8,  9.) 

28  And  this,  the  .wretched  spoliates  1  am  fpeaking 
of,  may  be  allured  will  be  their  horrible  end,  with  the 
highelt  aggravations  of  guilt  and  inifery,  if  they-  only 
confider  haw  feverely  God  dealt  with  refraftory  tranf- 
gi'dTots  of,  and  rcvoltcrs  from  the  Mofaic  law,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tenor  of  which,  whofoever  contemned  and 
prefumptuoudy  tranfgrefled  the  law  given  by  Atofest 
with  regard  to  capital  cafes,  for  which  no  facrificc 
was  appointed,  he  was,  by  the  order  of  God  hiiiifelf, 
(iVarni,  xv.  30, 3*. and  Dtut.  xvii.  6.  and  six.  1 1, — 13.) 
to  be  put  to  death,  without  the  leall  pity  to  fpare  him, 
or  to  mitigate  his  punilhment,  whenever  he  was  con¬ 
victed  by  the  teftimony  of  two  or  three  credible  witnef- 
es,  that  could  prove  the  fad  upon  Him.  So  jealous 
was  God  for  the  authority  and  honour  of  that  difpen* 
fatiun. 

29  How  much  greater,  and  inexpreflibly  more  dread¬ 
ful  then,  muft  ye  certainly  conclude,  in  your  own  con¬ 
ferences,  from  the  very  nature  and  reafon  of  things  will 
that  punidtment  be,  even  unto  eternal  death,  which  is 
jultlydueto,  and  {halt  be  inflicted  upon  an  apoftate 
from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  a  refolute  (inner  againft 
ail  the  light  and.  grace  of  the  gofpel,  and  again  ft  his 
own  conviction  of  its  truth,  who  has  offered  the  high- 
eft  indignity  to  the  eternal  Son  of  God  btmfelf,  in 
trampling  upon  hie  divine  perfon  and  authority,  medi¬ 
ation  and  gofpel,  with  the  vileft  infoknee  and  contempt. 
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tv  th«  Spirit  .of  -as  though  he  were  an  impgiW  *,  an*l  who,  iiiftead  of 
t rutting  for  pardon  aud  j  unification  in  th.it  precious 
blood,  by  which  the  covenant  of  grace  in  its  pureft  ad* 
miniUration  was  ratified,  and  all  its  bl  tilings  procured  *, 
and  by  which  the  incarnate  Sou  of  God  him  Ml  was 
ccmfecrated.  to  his  prisRly  office,  for  the  complete  exe¬ 
cution  of  it,  has  prophijneiy  flighted,  and  injuriottfly 
treated  that  very  blood  which  he  lhcd  for  the  tnniflion 
of  fin,  as  though  it  were  not  fo  holy  as  the  blood  of 
bulls  and  goats;  nor  more  facred,  or  of  any  more  va¬ 
lue  or  efficacy,  -than  the  blood  of  a  common  man,  or 
even  than  the  blood  of  a  malefactor,  according  to  the 
account  that  the  Jews  made  of  him  when  they  crucifi¬ 
ed  him  ;  and  who,  over  and  above  all  this,  has  fptte- 
fully,  malicioufly,  and  contemptucufly  oppofed,  affront¬ 
ed  and  vilified  the  perfoti,  operations,  ami  grace^  of  the 
good  Spirit,  that  is  freely  given  of  God  for  gracious 
purpofes,  and  is  the  giver  and  applier  of  all  grace,  as 
though  his  wonderful  attentions  to  ChrilVs  duratlcr, 
as  the  true  Mciliah,  by  innumerable  gifts  and  miracu¬ 
lous  operations  f,  were  ddu lions,  or  the  efl'efls  of  dia¬ 
bolical  power.  Such  a  malignant  wretch  bhfph ernes 
the  Holy  Ghoft  himfclf,  and  iftbt-y  who  only  negfecl 
the  gofpel-falvation,  iliall  not  cfcape  the  wrath  of  God, 
{chap.  ii.  3.)  how  much  lefs  can  fuel)  an  npolbte  ef- 
cape  the  molt  dreadful  and  eternal  punifhmeut  i  {M-st. 
xii.  31.) 

30  For  we  know  who  it  is  that  fnoke  aft^r  the  fol¬ 
lowing  awful  m a noer,  (Dent,  sxxii.  33.)  It  is  my  iu- 
conteQable  right,  and  abfolute  prerogative,  to  execute 
righteous  wrath  upon  wanfgfdVors  of  every  kind,  ac¬ 
cording 


30  Tor  wc  know 
kirn  thit  fai^T 
Vengrantt 
tth  tm^cne*  Twill 
worn- 


NOTES, 

**  The  blood  of  the  remnant,  srhtrt-  'wui*  ji.  j  and  the  fehr me  of  this  cpjftfe  for 

compaiinj*  ChrJrt  and  Hie  hiph  pridi  undu 
the  law,  naturally  leads  us  rn  this  icnlc* — 
But  if  any  would  rein-  it  to  (he  pcrlbr*,  ihn 
was  guilty  of  the  tin  her;  fpokcuof,  hi<ho 
in*  ft  notified  may  be  conflicted,  as  relating 
aoi  to  a  real,  internal  fanftifiuimn,  hut 
an  external  viable  dedication  tu  c;  >J  in  Jut 
baplifm  ami  erctmncc  into  rburdi-comnio- 


£<  with  he  was  fanflTfindj”  frems  io  rdate to 
Chtirt,  who  was  confirmed  to  his  pridlly 
office  by  his  own  blood,  rather  than  to  him 
*'  who  coun^-d  tht  bUod  of  the  tovenant 
4i  an  unhuly  thing  i”  For  ihe  Son  of  God  is 
the  immediate  antecedent,  and  the  apnfllc’j 
dUign  n;a*  10  aggravate  live  fin  of  a  port  4  CCS 
from  a  <on liberation  of  ■*  the  worth  and 


•*  dipiity  of  the  objift*  they  flighted  and 
abided ;  and  as  the  Father  it  (aid  to  have 
fiinftifed  Chrirt,  or  fet  hbn  apart  to  his  mc- 
dialorialoifict,  and  Chvift  fpake  ot'  his  hav* 
mg  Ln^lifbd  or  rietica'ed  and  (k  ap on  him- 
fdf  to  il  by  hit  death,  John  x*  and  xvl 
ip.  t  fo  he  was  fanttifed  to  his  prieftly  of¬ 
fice  tn  heaven,  by  the  blood  of  the  new  co¬ 
venant,  antrterablc  to'ifcc  fanflificnion  or 
dcdxatinn  of  Aaron  and  his  ions  10  the  high 
pTkrthood  for  ihc  fcrvie*  of  the  lanftujry, 
by  th;  bbod  of  tlu  Mo£uc  covcran:.  Lev, 


jdon,  by  which  he  made  ft  lutemn  profci* 
firm  of  Ik. hi;  purged  from  hii  and 
Janflifcd  or  Pl  apart  to  the  Lord* 
f  The  perihn  here  tkfcnlteei  10  have 
come  very  neat  tn,  if  noi  tn  have  hex*  guilty 
of  the  unpardonable  fin  aj*ainft  the  Kotv 
Ghoft  himfiift  whkh  ocr  l*ord  IjKriks  of. 
Mat.  xiL  3t,  3**  (^ce  the  mxc  therv:.) 
Only  ilwe  may  l>c  this  difference,  that  die 
apoftute  hail (*  received  the  knou  lcd^e  of  the 
**  troth,4*  (w.  i6,)  which  they,  vvh^H<-jr 
Lord  fpokc  ef  never  did. 
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S«Twii&,A«a’  cpr^*nB  t0  l^e*r  dcfcir  \  that  is  an  eflential  part  of  my 
rri!-C7^  Lord  fupremacy  and  dominion  over  all,  as  the  Judge  of  the 
.  jiicgc  ids  whole  world :  And,  as  the  vindication  of  my  h°nour 
requires  it,  I  will  certainly,  fooner  or  later,  in  my  own 
time  and  way,  inflifV  fevere  puniftt  merits  on  incorrigible 
offenders,  in  proportion  to  the  malignity  of  their  crimes. 
This  was  faid  hy  the  great  Jehovah  bimfelf,  the  fo- 
vereign  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  whofe  jufticc  and  truth 
are  uucontroulable,  and  whofe  power  is  itrdiflible.  And 
a  little  afterwards,  it  is  there  added,  (Deut.  xxxii.  3 6.} 
the  Lord  will  fcarch  and  try  his  profefling  people ;  and 
will  as  furely  condemn  and  deftroy  them,  that  petfidi- 
oufly  revolt  from  him,  as  he  will  approve  of,  and  fave 
them,  that  are  fledfaft  in  his  covenant, 
it  n  ft  a  far*  3  I  How  fevere  then  rnuft  his  judgment,  and  the  ex¬ 
tol  thing  to  fall  ecutions  of  it,  be  upon  all  spoliates  from  Chrift  and  the 
th7living  u'wJ Ct  K°^Pe^  -  ^  »  indeed  dreadful  to  iuffer  the  miferies  that 
he  can  lay  upon  them,  by  only  fttrrtng  up  the  fury  of 
mere  creatures  againflthem,  though  the  wtaknefsof  the 
inlirument  abates  the  force  of  bis  hand  in  fmiting  with 
it :  But  it  is  inexpreflibly  tremendous,  beyond  all  ima¬ 
gination,  ro  fail  as  vt£lims  into  the  hands  of  bis  jufticc, 
without  mixture  of  mercy,  to  be  punifhed  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  and  almighty  arm  of  the  great  and  terrible»God 
himfclt;  who,  in  oppofitton  to  all  idols,  is  the  Only  li¬ 
ving  and  true  God ;  and  whofe  exigence,  power,  and 
activity,  abide  invariably  and  for  ever,  to  execute  wrath, 
as  an  incenfed,  itnappeafed  Judge,  to  the  utmofl  extre¬ 
mity  on  the  defpifers  of  his  Son  and  Spirit,  {vcr.  39.} 
as  well  as  to  complete  the  everldting  happinefe  of  thole 
that  hold  fall  the  profeilion  of  their  faith  without  wa¬ 
vering,  (war.  23.) 

‘the  32  But,  to  excite  fincere  believers  among  you  to 
former  <t*y*,  in  watch  and  guard  agaiuft  the  beginnings  of  apoftacy, 
ar:‘r  ve  eonfuler  how  it  was  with  you,  and  reflect  upon  the  fo- 
ycMHorai’agfMt  ^  fatisfatlion  and  hope  ye  formerly  experienced,  in 
iiglitofaffliaioiu:  the  firll  days  of  your  converGon,  in  which,  as  foon  as 
ye  were  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel 
and  of  the  way  of  fa!  vat  ion  by  Jefus  Chrift,  (ver.  26, 
and  fee  the  lecond  note  on  chap .  vi.  4.}  ye  were  fol¬ 
lowed  with  fevere  perfections  from  the  Jewilh  zealots, 
and  their  confederates}  which  ye,  like  foldicrs  under 
the  Captain  of  falvation,  and  like  combatants  in  the  tu 
goniftic  exercifes  were  called  to  conflifl  with,  in  a  glo¬ 
rious  contention,  on  your  part,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift, 
as  with  enemies,  thatjet  themfelyes,  as  it  were,  in  bat¬ 
tle  array  againft  him  and  you j  and  which  ye  patiently 
fuft-ined  with  a  noble  ChtifUan-couragc  and  fortitude, 

through 


3*  Partly  wlulfl 
ye  were  mfrlc  a 
-  (lock  , 
U  rt.k  by  rep  roach¬ 
es  and  afthflio  ns: 
ami  parity  whiift 
\c  became  rc/m- 
^rinions  of  them 
that  were  fo  ufcl* 
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through  divine  fupports  and  afliflances,  without  being 
daunted  or  difmayed  at  any  of  them,  though  they  were 
of  various  kinds,  and  fay  very  heavy  upon  you : 

33  w  hik*,  on  one  hand,  yi  were  maiicioofly  accu- 
fcd  nr.d  injuriouOy  expofed  to  public  di  [grace,  and 
made  2  fpeiiacle  to  the  world,  like  criminals  brought 
forth  into  the  theatre,  (*•«»?•?*.**»»••)  and  were  igno-ni- 
ntoufly  treated,  as  the  filth  of  the  -world,  and  ojf-jeouring 
of  all  thing s,  (1  Cor.  iv,  9,  13.)  by  cruel  mockings, 
contempt,  and  [corn,  and  by  the  fevered  nppreflions  from 
the  hands  of  wicked  men,  Jews  and  others,  for  rights- 
oufnefs  fake,  and  while,  on  the  other  hand,  yc  tender¬ 
ly  fympathized  with,  and  ftedfaftly  adhered  to,  a  (lifted 
and  bravely  owned  your  fclIow-Chriftians,  and  the  ape f- 
tles  and  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  mourned  with  them,  .in 
their  troubles  who  were  abufed  in  the  fame  oppreflive 
and  opprobrious  manner,  as  though  all  had  been  done  a- 
gaitift  yourfelves. 

34  For  as  to  myfclf  In  particular  *,  when  I  was  in 

great  tribulation,  even  unto  bonds  and  impeifonment 
for  the  fake  of  Chrifl,  ye  were  not  alhamed  to  own  and 
ftand  by  me  *,  but  in  Chnftian  tendernefs,  love,  and  pi¬ 
ty,  ye  fympathized  with  me,  grieved  at  my 

diftrefs,  prayed  for  me,  relieved  my  wants,  and  fup- 
plied  me  with  as  comfortable  accommodations,  as  our 
refpeftivs  circumftanccs  admitted  of:  And  ye  your* 
felvcs  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  the  lofs  of  the  convenien¬ 
ces  and  necefTiiics  of  this  life,  which  were  violently 
wrefted  out  of  your  hands  by  furious  perfecutors  $  and 
ye  even  rejoiced  to  think  of  the  glorious  caofe  for  which 
ye  fuifered,  {dfts  v,  41.)  and  of  the  rich  advantage, 
that  would  acme  to  your  own  fouls  thereby,  as  being 
welt  fatisOed  iu  your  own  minds,  from  the  promifes  ot* 
God  and  your  own  happy  experience  of  his  grace,  that 
ye  have  a  better  treafure  in  heaven,  than  any  yc  have 
loft  or  can  lafe  upon  earth ;  even  a  fubftantial  treafure, 
which  ys  are  entitled  to,  and  is  prepared  by  the  free  fa¬ 
vour  of  God,  and  the  purchafe  of  Chrift,  who  as  yout 
head  and  reprefentative  has  taken  poftVlIion  of  it  for 
you ;  and  which  ye  have  the  carnefts  of  in  your  own 
fouls,  as  what  cannot  be  loft,  01  taken  away  from  you, 
but  abides  with  all  fafety  for  an  everlafting  inheritance 
at  the  end  of  all  your  troubles. 

35  Animated  therefore  by  your  faith  in  Chrift,  and 

.  in 

NOTE 

*  Here  ferns  to  be  a  reference  to  die  apo-  niiieh  the  Je-illi  Itelievcrs  tenderly  Tytnpt* 
Ale  Paul’s  /uffcHngs  ami  honHt,  which  v^re  itiizcij  *vt:b  Iij-ti,  as  Appears  front  Ails  ££* 
notorious,  and.  extremely  great  a  and  iu  j?,  jb,  aod  4.  u*  ii3  rj. 


34  F*>r  had 
corapaffon  olr  tr.c 
in  my  bonds,  and 
joyfully  the 
Ipo'diof;  of  your 
goods,  knowing 
in  youjfdvos  ;htt 
yu  have  in  heaven 
a  belter  and  an 
rnHuring  jijb- 
ftance* 


3J  CaA  not  a- 

way 
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wny  therefore  jn  the  promifes,  and  by  your  holy  fortitude  in  fufferings 
v^'h^h'iith'^cl1  fbr  him  hitherto,  take  becd  left,  through  carnal  fear, 
rs[-jin:»n«  >nd  the  workings  of  unbelief,  on  account  of  the  con- 

icward.  ,  tinuance  of  thole,  or  the  addition  of  any  further  tribu¬ 

lations,  ye  be  now  dillieartened,  to  the  rtlinqutfliing; 
or  throwing  off  your  holy  boldnefs,  freedom,  and  cou- 
rage  (*•■»(!*»««•)  in  your  profelTion  of  ChrilTs  name,  gof- 
pel,  and  caufe,  and  in  your  joyful  hopes  of  eternal  life 
through  him;  which  holy  boldnefs  herein  is,  at  prefenc, 
a  noble  fupport  an  djam  faction  under  all  your  trials, 
and  (hall  have  fuch  a  blclTcd  and  glorious  reward  in 
heaven,  as  according  to  bis  gracious  promife,  (ycr,  36.) 
is  fecured  to  you,  and  will  abundantly  more  than  make 
you  a  rich  and  eternal  amends  for  all  the  troubles  you 
endure  in  this  momentary  life  for  Chriltis  fake,  though 
they  be  ever  fo  great  and  many,  like  tltofe  which  yc 
have  already  felt,  and  may  yet  further  cxpccl  to  meet 
with,  (See  Rem,  viii.  l8«  and  2  Cer.  iv.  rd,  17.) 

3*  Foryefcave  3 6  For  according  to  the  wife  and  holy  appointment 

occtl  ot  p!ti«iw;  0£  gocj^  the  declarations  of  his  word,  and  the  difpofals 
4oa«  ihe  wilt  of  ot  rns  providence,  that  patience  may  have  tts  perfect 
Crirf.ycnkifchi  re*  <werkt  (Jam.  i.  4.)  fuch  is  your  prefent  ftate  of  EtHic* 
cure  the  promtte,  ('l0[ls  anij  pgrfccutions,  that  there  is  a  necedity  for  you, 
and  great  need  of  ahundance  of  grace  to  enable  you 
to  live  in  the  continual  exercife  of  a  calm  and  quiet, 
humble  and  refigned  fubmiflion  to  the  fovereign  will  of 
God  in  them  to  the  end,  that  after  ye  hare  yielded  your- 
felves  up,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  your  lives,  to 
the  commanding  and  dtfpofti>g  will  of  God,  in  patient* 
ly  and  willingly  complying  with  the  moll  difficult  in* 
fiances  of  it,  yc  might  receive  the  promifed  bU fling  of 
eternal  fife,  (1  Jebn  ii.  25.)  which  Shall  be  gradoufly 
conferred  upon  you,  in  the  falvationof  your  fouls,  (ver, 
39.)  at  the  end  of  your  fpiiitual  race  and  warfare,  that 
will  foon  be  ftniflied,  and  exchanged  for  ever  tailing 
peace  and  joy. 

jt  ft*  r*  »  37  For  according  to  an  ancient  prophetic  vi fion,  (//j- 

be  that  Cult  cawe  3*)  which  may  be  applied,  as  relating  to  toe 

will  cotm-,  and  Mefliah  and  his  falvauon  in  all  his  remarkable  appear- 
w:ll  cot  t>rrY.  antes,  the  time  is  exceeding  (ltort,  as  fbott  as  can  be 
well  expe&ed,  (.««?»» >,)  when  the  Mefliah,  who  is 
coming,  (»tf^c*«r)  will  certainly  comr»  in  his  righteous 
judgment,  for  the  confuGon  of  his  and  your  enemies, 
and  in  his  tender  mercy  for  your  cbnfolation  and  deli¬ 
verance  from  all  their  oppreflions,  in  tbedcftru&ion  of 
Jernfakm ,  which  is  juft  at  hand,  and  is  a  lively  em¬ 
blem  of  his  Idfty  which  may  be  emphatically  called  his fc~ 
cmd coming,  {chap,  is.  28.)  to  the  utter  deftruSion  of  ail 

imocf* 
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38  Now  the  ji?/t 
A  Hvc  by  f&J-'h; 
bur  if  &kj  jjttt/f 

dri*  bach,  my 
&ul  frail  hive  00 
pkiiure  in  him* 


impenitent  and  unbelieving  tinners,  and  to  yo&r  com* 
plete  falvation,  at  the  judgment  of  (he  great  day;  which 
though  it  be  not  fo  near  as  the  conflagration  of  Jtrvfa* 
lcm\  yet  in  God** account*  with  whom  athoufand  years 
are  but  as  one  day,  (2  Pet*  Hi.  8*}  and  in  companion 
with  the  errtilefs  eternity  that  fucceeds  it,  will  be  but  a 
very  little  while  hence ;  and  then  he  who  is  to  come,  will 
a&ua!!y  come,  without  fail,  to  your  unfpenkablc  and 
cverlaftingjoy;  And  though  ye  are  apt  to  think  the 
time  long  and  tedious,  while  yc  are  groaning  under 
prefent  afflictions ;  yet  ye  may  depend  upon  ir,  that  be 
will  not  delay  his  coming  to  put  you  into  pofleflion  cf 
the  promifed  recompense  of  reward,  ( ver *  35,  36*) 
no,  not  io  much  as  one  moment  beyond  the  appointed 
time,  which,  as  it  is  the  bell  lime,  is  fixed  in  the  pur* 
pafe  of  God,  and  is  near  at  hand,  to  deliver  you  outo£ 
ait  your  troubles  $  and  25  death  at  farthest  will  certain* 
ly  rid  you  of  them  ;  fo  it  cannot  belong  before  be  will 
receive  you  to  himfclf* 

38  And,  («)  for  your  further  encouragement,  re*, 
member  what  followsin  that  prophecy,  {Habak*  iu  4.)** 
The  righteous  man,  who  is  jujlified byfaith%  and  isshofe 
heart  is  purified  hj  faith)  (Rom,  v,  1.  and  A£U*  xv*  p.) 
ftiall  by  means  of  his  faith  live  a  fpi ritual  and  holy  life, 
in  a  ttate  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  comunion  with 
him,  and  in  a  humble  patient  waiting  for,  and  expec¬ 
tation  of  this  happy  event  all  his  ctays  upon  earth  ;  and 
fhall  live  in  all  bldlednefs  and  glory  with  Clirill,  accor- 
ding  to  the  promife,  {ver*  36,}  for  ever  in  heaven; 
But  in  oppofition  to  fuch,  whoever  be  be,  that  after 
having  made  a  profrflion  of  faith  in  Chnft,  fliall  a  palla¬ 
tize  from  him  f,  through  an  unfubdued  pride  of  fpirir* 
and  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  which  lift  up  themfelves 
again  ft  him,  and  renounce  the  profefTion  of  his  name, 
on  account  of  the  trials  and  fufFerings  it  expofes.  him  to, 
My  foul,  fays  God,  fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  men, 
(hall  befo  far  from  taking  any  delight  in  him,  u-hatfo^ 
ever  his  pretences  be,  that  I  will  have  him  in  the  ut* 
tnoft  detection,  and  will  fhew  him  no  mercy  ;  in  fie  ad 
of  my  favours  being  towards  him,  my  hotteft  indigna¬ 
tion  mall  be  inceufed  againft  him* 


NOTE* 


3?  But 


*  s*  The  juft  fliall  Is rt  by  faith1*  mighr  be 
belter  rendered,  it  Or  Own  ohfrrvrr,  (ac¬ 
cording  co  the  order  in  which  the  wurds 
ftjnd)  *'  The  Juft  by  ftith  (ball  live*’* 
(3  ttxxitt  *v  fwldi.) 

■f  That  the  perforu  intended  1:1  ibis  la  A 
clanTe  of  rile  verfo,  ar*  d^rcut  Uom  Eliofe 


mentioned  th  the  former,  15  evident  to  roe, 
kc^afe  (if  the  op^iitiaH  that,  both  in  the 
prophet  Habakkukj  and  in  tbtf  and  the  fol* 
luwinjj  verfr,  is  made  between  them  ml 
thofcthat  live  by  ani  c’j  rot  draw 
14  Lick  io  pcrd^siit) ;  but  believe  to  [befit* 
(i  ving  uf  the  fold." 
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*•  ^4,  . 

39  But  «  are  Bat  ad- 1  have  already  told'  you,  (dap.  vj.  9.) 

fa  ,*t®  that  *  am  ptrfitaded better  things  of  you^and  things  that 

pirditiohi  hut  of  accompany  fahatiin  ;  fo  we  who  are  fincere  in  ouf  pro- 
thenithaT better*,  frfTion  of  Chrifl,  and  are  lit  truth  before  God  what  wV. 
££ULiV,l,S  cf  appear  to  be  before  men,  are  not  of  the  number  of  thoff 
hypocritical,  treacherous  andfelfe-hearted  nominal  Chri- 
ilians,  who' revolt  from  him,  and  call  off  their  profef- 
fion  of  h'lh,  to  their  own  everlaftuig  deflruftion :  But  we 
are  of  the  numher  of  thofc  who  believe  with  the  heart 
vntorigbteoufnefs%  and  eonfefs  wth  the  mouth  unto  faU 
vation,  (Rom,  x.  1  o.)  and  (hail  flrdfaftly  perferere 
therein  to  the  end  as  being.ir/^  by  the  power' of  God 
through  faith  unto  fa  fv  at  ion ,  {1  Pet.  i.  £•} ;  and  fo,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  promile^  oor  faith  (lands  in  fore  connec¬ 
tion  with,  and  fhali  certainly  ifliie  in  the  cverlafting 
happioefs  of  our  fouls. 

RB  COLLECTIONS. 

How  dcftfUvc  were  stt  legal  fierUicc*  l  Thry,  urt  ill  attending  i&fftuiriwu,  »tft,  xt  befl,  only  1  <h*fovr 
OvHTe  propitlumy  twrifice*  and  the  Wrfliflgp  of  the  nbfpd  huuduced  by  him-  Thr  frequent  k* 
pttWonor  ihofc  Valiko  va$a  phlopntordf  dick  ImpnTcdlon ;  tbtTcouM nm  pKV«i tb  reuiw «f 
guilt  upon  the  tonftkncc:  nor  could  they  poffitty  takeaway  to,  or  be  pleating  tn  Cod  for  that  pw* 
But  hoi rf  merftorlout  and  effleauri  b  the  MlUcc  of  Cbrift,  who  freely  came  bto  an  Incarna^ 
ftjte,  icrordm; to  antitar  porpoft*  and  record*,  to  folfil  hb  Father**  wttt  by  offering  op  hUtittJn  ti,:* 
alone  b  fafficicmfor  purging  all  tbit  believe  in  him,  from  every  iniquity,  and  rccommenuiftfi  them  to 
God>  acceptance,  a*  a  people  dedicated  to  hi*  for  vice  j  and  for  perfecting  all  that  concerns  than ;  XitA 
ourgrat  Lord  is  cow  exaked,  u  1  ptiefioa  his  titnmc*  at  the  fight  band  of  the  eternal  rather,  wherfr 
be  umd  reign  till  all  U*  toemki  be  foWocd  under  hi*  few*  AndO  what  abfciTtd  fcoirirf  Pco* 

pb  of  God  {a  Urn,  aud  is  the  covenant  of  (trace,  which  tKfc  Holy  OhoA  ha*  recorded,  with  a  *!vw 
10  gofpcHimea,  Is  the  writing  of  the  Old  Tclbn*utJ  UJ*  Oow  ratified,  and  ill  k#  Ncffing*  *«  pur- 
«iafftd  for  them  by  thedwtltofChrH^  on  whofe  account  God  will  write  hi*  law  and  his  gaflel  la  tb  ir 
Bcmiv  and  to  thoroughly  forgive  aH  thdr  fin*,  ai  bctct  more  to  remember  *ny  of  them  tgilnll  them , 

y;toX  rich  cao^gemem  then  hive  we  to  4r*w  near  to  God  hi  dhrtft,  with  humble  boldnefs,  and  fo  1 
dffuraoee  of  ftffo  I  JeAn  our  High  Fiiefl  tu* opened  anew  and  Siring  way  to  the  throne  of  gttcc,  through 
l»*a  crucified  ilclb,  and  now  apptui  In  beavenltfdf  to  rercnmneiid  u*  and  nor  prayer*  todblw  «c<funrc 
By  the  fpririkbngs  of  hi* bloody  «nd  the  boating  influence*  of  tb  flpiilt,  But  how  watcanfl  ought  *? 
to  be  agiteft  the  beginning*  of  apottacj  t  Hour  lo*c  and  veal  for  every  good  work  be  iu  a  drrffning  llatr^ 
dnd  wegTCw  cool  and  Eniliflcrcnt  about attendlog  onrcl^oiit  afleotUiciand  gufpd -ordinances,  we  base 
rwfantofcir,  kft  weull  itleythe  tiampk  of  fome  otlicf  profeOor*  of  ChtiH,  thwl  have  revolted  fnnu 
him ;  ind  the  thought*  of  awful  trial*,  tnd  Of  death  and  judgment,  u  neanppfmthin^  fo»uW  w(c  ms 
tothe  grtwr  caic  btidru  AJi !  how  extremely  d^ngcrow b tlur  cafe  at  *po1UtCH}  wlm*  after  they  hv^ 
fen  convinced  or  the  truth  nfibc  gofpcl,  vilify  the  Son  of  God,  depreciate  the  b'mJ  «f  ;t« 
whereby  benn  confeetated  to  the  rcttainlog  part  of  hbpriefily  office  !  and  treiuhc  Sp!;;:  of  all 
with  malignant  contempt  I  Aj  there  b  ivo  other  facrltlce  for  fin  than  that  which  they  and  dcfpKc, 
they  can  have  nothing  to  exjicA,  but  judgment  whbitt  mercy,  and  flaming  *  n  crnifumc  them  i  AuJ 

a*tbcir  fin  b  mote  abundantly  aggraritcd  than  any  tmn^ydEon*  o;  l*w,  ftn  which 

were  pur  to  death,  we  muA  fiippofc  from  the  rcaftn  or  thing*,  that  ihay  defervea  ]*  opvnlotully  heavier 
vengeance ;  and  we  are  airufcdftom  divine  tcttiinony,  that  the  gyca^God  will  alkrt  hbown  prerogative, 
tt  caHJng  them  to  a  fevers  account  foe  all  tbir  wUfol  ifofci  of  gol^tcft  light  and  grace.  AU*  !  how  dread- 
fulhk  tobll  ioiuththudB  of  hi*  grunted  power an4 jujllefl,  fKa^iIbrcwtb  UtfttiUhc  torch  pc  * 
ttbhment  upon  iwipeititcm  fiimeni  Hue  whatem  tofles,  ttunUct,  or  repmehet  tree  bdlflva*  rosy 
fidfcefor  Cfoift,  they  twpbt  not  to  caff  away  their  humble  confidence  and  joy  in  Mm,  and  their  holy  pro- 
fcffinn  of  hii  same;  a*  Ixii^folificd  ht  ihcir  own  tntads,  that  (hey  kvet  more  fubOinthl,aiiJ  abkUi^ 
Inheritance  in  heaven,  Thir  itlrdctd  a  grtit  recompenct  of  tewird,  which  the  faithful  God  will  give 
them  according  to  hi*  cudiiuj  promife  j  and  the  profpc&of  thii,  together  with  a  remembrance  of  their 
experience  Of  divine  ligiit  and  fupport  under  their  ™iou*  uribuUrion*  for  Thrift,  andcompaflioii- 
ate  tepird  to  fellow-fufTerera,  fhould  encourage- their  &ith  and  hope,  ami  animate  theic  prieoeframid* 
Bjtlffor  diflicultie*  iliac  may  b*fat  theirtt  For  hi  ivotthllc  time  tbUrd  Jefo*  will  certainly  come  hy 
dca,o  and  Judgment,  and  will  mn  t  a  try  one  scnvnibcyop.4  ifie  tot  time,  for  their  fat*  atio®.**- Upon  tk 

whole 


Ch. lii  The  EpiJUe  ta  ^Hebrews  paraphrafed,  3$t 

whole  tbanT  bow  v;\dt  jj  the  diffareuee  b£t*«n  nrmrra!  pmfctrori,  and  fiuctre  bciteren  *  Ole  h  In 

dtngtr  of  druvi  rollick:  \o  perdition,  a  iu*  fill  tag;  under  &v  3  Heritor  re  nee;  but  the  other  isjurliiied  bT 
fiitt,  airi  by  mean*  of  his  faith  Hv«  to  GoJ  here*  thill  live  with  him  tor  ever  hereafter*  ai  hiving 
Wk*dl  to  the  C*ving  oflii*  foul. 


CHAP*  XL 


The  apoftle  dtf tribes  the  excellent  nature  and  efficacy  of  faith %  r,— 3* 
Exemplifies  it  in  federal  infantes  and  effeFh^  /with  an  intimation  of 
its  neeejfty*  from  the  fall  of  man  to  Noah*/  days,  4  ,“6*  From  Noah 
to  Mofes>  7  >—13*  And  from  Mofcs  to  tlsecnd  of  the  Old  Tef  ament* 

difpenfathth  14,— 39,  And  concludes  with  a  declaration  of  the  fill 
better  fate  of  believers  under  the  gofpd-d\fpenfation%  ver*  40, 


T  EXT* 

IJOW'  faith  li 
the  fubftance 
of  things  hoped 
for,  [he  evidence 
of  things  not 
Utn : 


%  For  by  it  the 
Auer*  obtained  a 
good  report* 


Paraphrase. 

VTOW,  to  give  you  a  fummary  account  of  the  excel- 
'  lent  nature  and  effects  of  all  divine  faith  *,  inclu- 
five  of  that  which  we  have  been  f peaking  of  as  unto 
falvution,  (chap.  x.  38)  39.}  It  may  be  in  general  de- 
feribed  after  the  following  manner,  True  faith  gives  a 
fort  of  prefent  fublilWncc  in  the  mind  and  heart  unto, 
and  a  confident  expe&ationof,  all  future  bleflings,  which 
oti  the  foot  of  the  promife  of  that  God  who  cannot  lie 
are  as  fully  afeertained  and  realized  ro  the  believer’s 
cotnfoU,  nod  have  their  proper  influence  upon  him,  as 
though  they  were  already  prefem  in  a&ual  poflVflion  ; 
and  it  gives  us  as  clear  and  convincing  a  demonllration, 
merely  on  the  credit  of  divine  revelation,  as  to  the  truth 
of  things  rbat  are  invifiblcto  the  corporal  eyei  as  though 
they  were  ever  fo  plainly  exhibited  to  our  view,  lil;e  the 
things  that  daily  offer  to  our  figbr. 

2  For  by  the  realizing  and  evidencing  excrcife  of 
faith,  our  godly  aneeftorsof  all  generations,  from  the 
timeof  the  firft  promifeofthc  feed  of  the  woman  to  bruife 
the  ferpent’s  head,  [Gen.  iii.  (5.)  to  the  end  of  the 
Jewi/b  ciifpenlation,  obtained  a  noble  teftimony  from 
God,  though  evil  fpoken  of  by  wicked  men;  a  record 
of  which  is  left  particularly  with  refpect  to  fame  of 
them  in  his  word,  that  they  were  righteous  perfons  thro* 

the 


NOT  K. 

'  The  rtefeription  given  of  faith  in  this  j.iifv  ir.  there  is  no  notice  taJten  or  him  or 
rerfc,  and  exemplified  in  the  various  foJI,>w-  of  his  Lakation.  huf  only  'if  temporal  blel* 
ing  iafta»c«,  I  lake,  ’•‘'Hh  the  learned  Dr  Jmgs  which  were  uhrahteri  by  faith ;  Arid 
Owen  and  others,  to  be  a  defrrjjrtion  of  yet  they  may  be  all  coufklcrrd  ns  io  manf 
faith,  indufi vc  indeed  of  that  which  is  juf*  proofs  end  evidences  of  the  truth  and  ctfica- 
tlfyingi  but  no:  under  the  ffrkft  notion  of  ticy  of  juftifying  J'aiili  tn  ml  believers 
it,  merely  as  juflifying  t  For  this  is  only*  as  Cbritt,  and  of  its  more  e*teuiivc  excrcife  to 
it  has  a  regard  to,  and  depends  upon  Chrift  the  glory  nf  God,  aril  their  own  encourage* 
and  his  righteoufntfs ;  hut  here  h  no  mtn-  mctit  tu  go  on  in  a  cotiric  of  dtpc;id^ncc 
iHm  of  him  as  the  object  of  faith  ;  tod  m  upon  him,  and  obedience  to  him,  amir! ft  all 
fever  a  l  of  the  in /lances  that  are  produced  in  the  difficulties  and  darters  of  every  kind 
the  following  parrs  of  this  chapter  to  cxcitr  [hat  iurrovnd  then;  in  this  iintul  world. 


3»* 


3  Thro’  faith 
we  underfill  nd 
that  the  worlds 
vert  tamed  hy 
the  word  of  God, 
fr  that  things 
which  arc  fven 
were  not  made  of 
things  which  dv 
•PP«* 


4  By  faub  A* 

hei  offered  onto 
God  z  inorc  ex¬ 
cellent  iacrifice 
than 
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the  righteoulhefs  of  faith,  aud  that  they  pteafed  God 
in  their  walk  before  him.  (wr.  4,  5*  7.) 

3  As  to  the  evidence  rf things  not  ften,  which  is  one 
part  of  the  description  of  faith,  (®;r.  r.)  though  by  the 
light  of  nature  ws  may  juitiy  conclude  from  the  beauty 
and  order  of  the  creation,  that  there  was  a  Grit  caufe  of 
all  its  wonderful  fabric ;  yet  *tis  by  faith  in  divine  re¬ 
velation,  and  by  this  only,  as  rolling  merely  upon  the 
authority  of  God  therein,  that  we  certainly  and  dearly 
know,  beyond  all  that  could  be  fuggefted  by  natural 
rcafon,  that  the  upper  and  lower  worlds,  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  and  all  things  therein,  were  formed, 
falhioned,  and  linilhed,  (*st7i*r«s*i)  by  the  all-powerful 
and  effective  word  of  God’s  command  *,  who  in  fram¬ 


ing  their  feveral  parte,  and  fetting  them  in  their  proper 
order,  faid.  Let  it  be  f>,  and  it  was  fo,  (Gen.  i.  7,  9, 
it,  l$,  24,  30.) j  He fmke,  and  it  iuas  donei  he  com¬ 
manded,  and  it  flood  fajt,  (l’fal.  xxxtii.  6,  9.);  and  this 
he  did  unto  the  producing  of  all  the  vifible  things  of 
the  creation,  fuchasthe  fun,  moon,  and  liars,  the  earth, 
and  all  the  obje&s  of  ourfenfes,  out  of  a  confufed  chaos, 
which  was  created  out  of  nothing,  and,  being  coveted 
with  darknefs,  ivas  without  form,  and  void,  (Gen.  i.  t, 
2.);  and  which  chaos  itself  has  now  no  apparent  exiil- 
ence;  all  things  being  ranged  into  their  due  order, 
and  made  viable  by  the  invifiblc  power  of  God.  (Ron. 
i.  20.) 

4  As  to  the  other  part  of  the  defeription  of  faith,  as 
the  fubjiar.ee  of  things  hoped for,  (nr.  r.)  it  was  by  faith 
in  God's  appointment  of  typical  facrificcs  of  atone¬ 
ment  t,  that  Abel,  the  younger,  but  pious  fort  of  Adam , 


H  O  T  E  S. 


looking 


*  Though  Chrift  Is  often  fpofcen  of  as  ths 
-ward  (a  )  and  the  wrrtds  arc  Cjkl  to  he 
nutle  bj  him;  yet  the  cxpreflton  here  ufod 
5s  different  from  that  hy  which  he  U  dccomi- 
Stated ;  and  this  werd  figui.lea  a  wmtl 

fpeken,  but  Is  never  nJed  for  the  peribn  of 
tjhiift,  who  u  ftyied  tie  Legti ;  aud  fo  it  U 
here  meant  of  the  word  of  coinirund,  as  ap¬ 
pear*  from  the  place*  cited  in  the  pataphrafe. 

f  A  Utc  learned  writer  ubuTves,  and  fupp 
ports  if  ’with  jnfi  okicifxn,  tint  the  Greek 
word,  in  the  oninparalkc  degree, 

figniffes  greater,  or  fatter,  or  inorein  numher, 
rather  than  in  value,  in  which  bit  finfe  it  is  not 
nftd  in  the  whole  Ntw  Tcfhmcnr ;  and  fo  ir 
intimates  that  Abel  brought  more  fieri  fiee, 
to  wit,  the  ntineb^  or  mtot-efin#*,  and  ait 
animal  facrilice,  which  was  mine  than  Qini 
did,  who  brought  o»h  ihc  jwiwrta,  or  nre^ 
the  fruits  oY  ihc  =*rth.  Accord¬ 


ingly  AbehsofTert;!^  is  called  in  the  phi:\'i 
number  h.*, gifts,  at  the  clofe  of  th^:  vcri;, 
(SEe  Keani  cot's  diiCDode  on  the  oblations  of 
Cam  and  Abel,  p,  197,  s,  $>*)  and  in  ano¬ 
ther  place  hesdds,  (p  j.3 4*)  “  Thel/'ri 
4t  hid  refpcil  to  AM,  aitrf  alfu  to  bi* 
**  rrjncha,  or  offering,11  bee  jofc  accompanied 
with  aa  animd  ftcrijice :  but  unto 
11  a. id  to  his  mioc'u,  or  offering,  he  had  :mr 
**  rHjpetV*  bc&ulc  he  brought  no  animal 
fieri  ficii*  This  naturally  leads  us  to  coi>- 
rli'idi:  that  -Abel  offered  with  fakli  in  ths 
p,rcj;  fieri  lira  uf  aio  at mc.it,  and  Cain  ■-v;rh- 
nut  (avh  in  :t;  and  f<>,  if  it  eaimot  be  cer¬ 
tainly  gathered  from  the  tiwe  general  u£  nf 
Thcwurd,  it  uiav  from  the  nature  of  Uic 
thing,  that  Ahcl  s  o Bering  was  in  reilhy, 
■wn\  in  (jcivs  mjre  excellent 

Ctiii’s,  • 
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than  Clin,  by 
which  he  obuia- 
ol  witnefc  thit 
he  ri^bt-eow, 
t>ij  teftii jiau  of 
and  by 
khgt  belli ?  dead, 
y-v  i'peJketh* 


j  By  £’ 

*cfh  ttr4S  tr;nlk- 

ted  th**  liclhouUl 
mic-  Wit  death  * 
and  *as  not 
fouod  t  becfu£ 
God  had  EranlU- 
ljJ  htm ;  for  be* 
fore 


looking  forward  to  the  promis’d  feed,  who  fhould  briiife 
the  ferpect’s  head,  (Gen.  iff.  15.)  prefemed  to  God  * 
greater  and  comp)  eater  fieri  ficc  than  his  wicked  brother 
Cain ,  who  offered  only  the  mineha ,  or  meat-offering  of 
fuch  fruit  of  the  ground  as  cams  to  hand,  (Gen.  iv.  3.)  in 
acknowledgment  of  God,  as  the  creator  and  governor 
of  the  world}  but  offered  no  atoning  facrifice  in  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  own  fin,  and  need  of  patdonj  while 
Abel,  together  with  an  offering  of  the  be  ft  of  that  fort 
of  fruit,  offered  aifoa  bloody  facrificeof  the  firfUingsof 
his  flock,  with  the  fat  thereof,  (Gen.  iv.  4,}  as  a  facri- 
fice,  which  umicr  an  humble  fenie  of  his  guilt,  and  of 
his  needing  an  atonement,  he  prefented  to  the  Lord 
with  a  believing  reference  to  the  lamb  of  God,  or  the 
great  propitiatory  facrifice,  which  Abel's  typified,  and 
which  the  Mcfiiah  wouid  offer  for  the  re  million  of  fin  $ 
by  means  of  which  faith  he  obtained  a  teftirnany  from. 
God  in  his  own  conscience,  and  by  feme  vifiblc  token 
from  heaven  f  ;  that  be  was  juftified  through  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  faith  ;  God  thereby  manifeftly  declaring, 
that  he  approved  and  accepted  of  his  facrificial  oblations, 
as  having  a  refpefl  firft  to  Abelt  and  then  to  his  offer¬ 
ing.  (Gen.  iv,  4.)  And  by  means  of  this  faith,  (the 
record  of  which,  as  well  as  of  its  acceptance,  and  of 
CVuVr  enmity  to  him  on  that  account,  is  handed  down 
in  the  word  of  God)  Abel ,  though  dead  many  ages  a- 
go,  inftrucls  us  that,  ever  fince  the  fall  of  man,  the 
way  of  a  finner’s  acceptance  with  God  is  only  through 
faith  in  the  atoning  facrifice  of  Chrift:  and  that  the 
blood  of  innocent  perfons  cries  to  heaven  for  vengeance 
to  come  down  on  the  heads  of  their  murderers,  sod  es¬ 
pecially  of  fuch  as  pcrfecute  them  to  death  for  righte- 
oufnefs  fake,  after  the  example  of  wicked  Cain,  whet 
murdered  his  brother,  bccaufe  his  works  v/ere  righteoust 
and  hit  ettn  were  evil,  (t  John  isi.  13.) 

5  It  was  by  faith  that  Enceh,  the  feventh  from  Adam, 
was  by  an  extraordinary  miraculous  exertion  of  divine 
power  and  mercy,  Actually  caught  up  in  his  whole  per- 
(bn  from  earth  to  hepven,  the  habitation  of  God’s  glory, 
to  enjoy  him  there  in  a  fhte  of  immortality,  for  which 
bis  body  underwent  a  refining  change,  like  that  which 
the  bodies  of  the  faints,  that  may  be  living  upon  earth, 

(hall 

NOT  F.. 


f  There  was  Come  token,  bj  which  Cain  r  Kings  win.  jtt.  t  Ch ran.  ski.  16.  and 
knew  that  Abel's  ottering  was  accepted,  and  a  Chron.  vis.  i.)  to  teftit-y  his  acceptance  of 
his  own  rcjtOnl ;  and  it  was  mod  prolubif  the  u  Hiring,  *r  d  that  juiiire  Jcizeri  upon 
iiv  God’s  lending  fire  from  heaven  to  eon-  ‘the  laciifice,  initead  of  the  (inner  who  af¬ 
lame  Abel's  fecrifiee,  as  he  afterwards  often  fcrtxl  it,  ami  for  whom  it  was  offered, 
did  in  vaiicCi  ether  inftince*,  (Lev.  i*.  1+. 
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fore  his  mr. Na¬ 
tion  he  had  (his 
trlUnKrnv.tliat  he 
pkfiJcd  Cod. 


0  Bflt  wuhnat 
hhh  it  is  impftl- 
fible  u>  plc^fc 
fail  for  he  that 
eomrih  to  God 
■nuft  brieve  that 
lie  ts  and  tfa  ho 
is  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  dili¬ 
gently  feck,  him. 


(ball  pafs  thorough  at  the  general  refurreftion  from  the 
dead,  (r  Cor *  xv.  51*)  he  being  thus  highly  favoured  of 
the  Lord,  that*  like  them*  (i  Tkejf.  iv,  17.}  he  might 
be  exempted  from  dying,  which  in  the  Hebrew  idio^t 
i$  called firing  death*  or  fttifibly  undergoing  it  by  fuch 
n  duToImiott  of  this  mortal  frame  as  con  fills  in  a  repa¬ 
ration  of  Too)  and  body,  according  to  the  general  Uvr 
which  has  paflid  upon  mankind  for  the  Grit  tranfgrelh^n, 
{Rsm.  v ,  ii,);  and  whatever inquiries  and  fear chesmighc 
be  made  after  him,  be  was  no  more  to  be  found  in  this 
world :  The  eyes  that  had ficn  Irim^faw  him  no  more%  (Job 
xx,  9.) ;  beeatife  God. had  taken  him  by  a  peculiar  indul¬ 
gence  to  himfeif,  to  dwell  in  his  immediate  prefeucc  on 
high  :  For  before  he  was  favoured  with  this  miraculous 
and  happy  rapture  of  foul  and  body  up  to  heaven,  he 
had  a  divine  teftimony  in  his  own  confcience,  by  a  pri¬ 
vate  fuggeftion  or  witnefe  of  the  Spirit ;  and  had  after¬ 
wards  a  further  public  teftimony  given  to  him  in  the 
writings  of  Mofest  that,  before  be  was  thus  translated, 
he  was  accepted  of  God  ;  and  had,  in  an  eminent  man¬ 
ner  of  walking  clofely  111  communion  with  God,  and  in 
a  courfeof  faith,  love,  and  holy  obedience, {Gen.  v*  24,) 
been  highly  pleafing  to  him,  through  the  promifcdMci- 
fiaht  of  whom  Enoch  prophefied,  faying,  Behold  the 
Lord  comes  with  ten  thoufimd  of  his  faint  s%  to  execute 
judgment  upon  all)  &c*  (Jude,  tw  t4»^S*) 

6  But  without  this  kind  of  faith  *,  as  it  was  impnf- 
(ibie  for  Abel  and  Ettoch)  fo  it  is  for  us  to  do  any  thing 
in  facb  a  fpiritual  and  holy  manner,  as  is  well  pleafing 
fn  the  fight  of  God :  F or  whofoever  he  be  that  approaches 
to  God  in  prayer,  and  in  other  2 £b  of  religious  wor¬ 
th  ip,  in  order  to  his  finding  acceptance  with  him,  he 
ought,  and  it  is  abfolmdy  nccefTary  for  him  in  the 
firft  place,  to  be  firmly  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind, 
by  that  faith  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  fien% 
(ver,  1*)  that,  according  to  divine  revelation,  there  cer¬ 
tainly  U  a  God,  who,  though  invifiblc,  has  an  eternal, 
ntccflary,  and  unchangeable  exiftence,  in  diftinflion 
from,  and  oppofition  to,  all  the  idols  of  the  heathen, 
and  all  that  are  not  by  nature  0 W,  (Gab  iv*  8*);  and 

he 


NOTE. 

*  As  I  car.no:  tat  tfcihk  that  Enoch's,  as  confidcred,  together  with  the  belief  of  ~d\ 
-well  as  AM's  faith,  had  a  vcfpc^l  to  the  pro-  exigence,  af  of  rh*  Jurat  iKtun  with  their-, 
ttiifed  Mcfltah,  and  tlui  therefore  the  offer-  in  its- regard  ;o  God  through  Guilt*  thou;«i 
ing  of  Abel*  and  (he  holy  walk  of  Enoch,  it  be  noi  expieflH,  but  is  iMily  to  he  gait:  cr¬ 
ime  rrftiHcd  to,  as  acceptable  and  well-pic*-  ctl  from  what  w*s  laid  about  the  acting*  os' 
ting fo  God*  Coh  firms  to  me  t hut  the  l'aith  their  faith.  In  things  pertaining  to  atevr- 
Jicre  fpoktn  of,  wiiii  an  immediate  reference  unce  with  Go d  to  eternal  lift*  And  tj-.e 
to  theft  in  fiances,  as  that,  tl  without  *ahkh  whole  contuil  forbids  our  taking  this  to  U; 
11  It  isimpoflible  to  plrafc  Ged»rt  is  to  be  the  itaiilicut-crci'il,  is  fume  vwild  liavt  it. 


Ch.  XL* 


The  Epiftie  to  the  Hebrew s  paraphrafed ,  m 

he  am  ft  further  believe  with  that  faith,  which  is  ihc 
fubjlance  tf  things  hoped fort  (ver*  i.)  that  this  ip  finitely 
perfect  and  blefled  God  himfelf  is,  according  to  his  pro* 
roife  to  Abraham.^  (Gen*  xy*  i,)  the  exceeding  great  re¬ 
ward  of,  and  a  bountiful  difiributer  of  all  the  blellings 
of  pnmdeiice,  grace,  and  glory,  torhofe  who,  under  a 
confcioufnefe  of  their  own  wants  and  unwoi  thin  els, 
humbly,  earneftly,  and  perfereringly  fe'ek  his  face  and 
favour  tn  Chrift  with  their  whole  hearts,  according  to 
his  word,  in  the  diligent  ufe  of  all  the  means  of  his  ap* 
pointment,  and  in  a  reliance  on  his  covenunr-promifrs, 
for  all  acceptance  with' him* 

NMh,h£g«'6-  ?  B]f  faith  “  tht  tvidentt  °f  thinSs  not  fan,  (ver. 

rtl  of  God  of  !■)  Noah)  who  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord , 
thymol  fen  «  antl  mas  righteous  in  his  account,  {Gen,  vit  8,  and 

t^r*  prf^red  an  v“‘  M  am*  Enoch*  walked  with  Godi  in  all 

ark  to  the  living  holy  obedience,  fully  depended  on  the  truth  of  the  di- 
°F  v’nc  ^monition  which  was  given  him, 

condemns!  the  re^a^ng  10  events  of  which  there  was  no  prefect  ap- 
wJd,  and  be-  pcarance  *  as  particularly  that,  for  the  wlckedntfs  of 
came  hdr  of  the  people,  God  would  bring  a  univerfal  deluge  to 
w bicJh^s by  faith!  drown  the  old  world,  in  which  he  lived  $  and  that,  of 
the  whol?  human  race,  only  he  and  his  wife  and  three 
fons,  and  their  wives,  who  as  yet  had  no  children, 
fliould  be  preferred  alive:  (CV/i.  yu  ia,  13,  iS*)  And 
being  poflefled  with  a  religious  awe  and  reverence  of 
God,  {ivia&ottc)  and  fear  of  his  judgments,  he,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  direction,  and  in  obedience  to  his  command, 
{Gen,  vi.  14,  1$,  16-}  was  excited  to,  and  actually  did 
prepare  materials,  and  fit  them  for,  and  frame  them 
into  a  large  floating  vefiel  %  for  the  fafe  prefer  ration, 
as  he  believed  it  would  be,  of  himfelf  and  his  family, 
confiding  only  of  eight  fouls,  (1  Pet.  iib  ao.)  that  they 
might  not  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  flood:  By  which 
faith  of  his  in  the  truth  and  power,  juftice  and  mercy 
of  God,  as  revealed  to  him  ;  and  hy  his  budding  the 
ark,  in  obedience  to  the  divine  commandment}  as  alio 
by  his  difeourfe,  as  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefsy  (2  Pet* 
ii,  5.)  he  both  pra£Ucally  and  do£trinal!y  condemned 
the  unbelief  and  difobedicnce  of  the  reft  of  the  world, 
that  High  ted  all  the  folemn  warnings,  which  God  in  hie 
great  long-fuffering  had  given  them  by  him,  and  by 

the 


N  o 

*  The  ark  was  nearly  i>f  an  oblong  fquare. 


T  £, 

decks*  or  (lories,  earnout  enough  to  hold 

.  H  .  I*  *  .  .  <  ^  if  T  .  _ : 


whh  a  Rut  bottom  md  Hoped  roof,  as  might  til  the  living  creature,  and  luffiacni  pro  vi¬ 
be  belt  fuhed  to  float  Iteadity  on  the  furl'iec  lion*  for  them,  that  were  ordered  to  go  mlo 
of  the  water*  It  was  a  wflcl  of  three  hun-  this  ark*  (See  VKlverf  Hrji*  book  1*  p.  soj* 
Jrfd  cubits  io  length*  fifty  in  breadth,  and'  edit.  I*) 
ibuty  m  height;  ard  co;ifiilcd  ol  three 
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8  By  fitttfr 
Abraham*  vbsn 
h*  u’as  to 

go  injt  info  a 
pine  which  he 
JlnuM  af«7  r:- 
cciva  for  in  inhe¬ 
ritance,  nhr;-^!  j 
aud  he  wen'  out, 
Dot  knowing  whi¬ 
ther  he  wen:. 


p  By  he 
Ibjouraed  in  the 
Usd  of  pisoiilc, 
at  in  a  tiraii^e 
cmmtry^dwfJling 
in 


the  drivings  of  his  Spirit  with  them  under  hismlniftry, 
for  an  hundred  and  twenty  years -together,  (Gen.  vi.  3.)-, 
thereby  leaving  them  without  excufe,  and  vindicating 
the  juftict  of  God  in  bringing  fuch  a  fweeping  defola- 
T;on  upon  them,  for  their  obftinateand  aggravated  wic- 
kednefs  :  And  by  his  faith  in  the  promifed  MdEah,  fur 
the  fp> ritual  and  eternal  bidfings,  which  were  to  be 
brought  in  by,  and  found  alone  in  him,  {of  which  the 
ark,  for  the  fafety  of  all  that  were  in  it,  was  an  emi* 
lient  type)  he,  as  to  be  an  inheritor  of  falvation,  was 
interefted  in  that  righteoufnefs  of  Child,  which  is  re¬ 
ceived  by  faith,  and  imputed  for  righteoufnefs,  unto  the 
jufttficarion  of  all  that  believe  in  him,  without  differ¬ 
ence.  (Bom.  lit.  21,-26.') 

8  It  was  by  faith  that  the  renowned  patriarch  Abra¬ 
ham,  of  whom  the  Jevst  bo  aft,  and  from  whom  they 
derive  their  pedigree  and  all  their  privileges,  and  who 
is  flyled  the  friend  of  God,  and  the  father  of  ail  them 
that  believe,  {Jam.  ii.  23,  and  Horn.  iv.  u.)  when  he 
had  a  call  from  God  to  go  forth  from  Ur  of  the  ChaU 
decs,  his  own  native  country,  and  to  leave  his  idola¬ 
trous  kindred  and  his  father's  houfc,  and  every  thing 
that  was  dear  onto  him  there,  {Gen.  xi.  31.  and  xii.  1.) 
and  to  remove  to  another  country,  which  God  would 
Ihow  him,  tven  the  land  of  Canaan,  (Gen.  xii.  5.) 
which  he  himfelf  ftwuM  receive^  in  right  and  title ,  by 
the  free  gift  of  God,  {Gen.  xv.  7.)  and  which  his  pofle- 
rity  after  him,  for  generations  to  come,  fhould  receive 
in  pojfejjiots ,  as  an  inheritance,  {Gen.  xii.  7.  and  Acts 
vii.  5.)  that  was  typical  of  a  better  in  heaven ;  It  was, 
I  fay,  by  a  noble  ad  of  mere  faith,  that  Abraham  yield, 
ed  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  command  of  God,  as 
beiti£  fully  Satisfied,  that  what  God  had  promis'd,-  his 
faithrulnels,  power,  and  goodnefs,  would  certainly  per¬ 
form  in  his  own  way  and  time  \  and  thereupon  he  rea¬ 
dily  departed  from  his  own  country,  friends,  and  rela¬ 
tions,  and  fet  out  for  fome  other  place,  which  God 
might  diredl  him  to  }  though,  at  that  time,  be  neither 
knew  the  way  to  it,  nor  what  country  it  Ihouldbc; 
God,  for  the  greater  trial  of  his  faith,  and  for  putting 
the  higher  honour  upon  it,  having  concealed  this  from 
him  till  after  be  had  left  Ur  of  the  Chaldees.  (Sec  the 
note  on  AEls  vii.  ».) 

9  It  was  by  faith,  that  he  afterward  wandered  about, 
like  a  pilgrim  and  ftranger,  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
which  by  this  time  God  had  told  him  was  the  land 
that  he  meant  to  give  his  feed  for  an  inheritance,  in  the 
promife  he  had  made  to  him.  {Gen.  xii.  7.)  Here  he 

fojoumed 
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hi  tibernarfei 
*lth  Ifiac  and 
Jimb,  die  hdri 
»!tfc  him  of  the 
fcjiepfomlfc 


i&Fnf  hetaok* 
d  fw  a  city 

Tlltfil  Haifa  fdlltl* 

Jiwnt ,  «hofe 
Vrider  and  maker 
is  GjJ. 
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fo/oumed,  as  one  expofed  to  difficulties  and  dangers, 
but  depending  on  divine  protection  in  a  foreign  coun¬ 
try,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  quite  diffcieur  from 
himfclf,  in  temper,  religion,  and  manners;  he  dwel¬ 
ling  among  them,  not  in  any  habiratiort,  but  in 

tents,  which  were  fattened  to  the  ground  by  llukes  and 
cords,  and  were  moveable  from  place  to  place,  at  oc- 
caCons  required;  and  which,  under  divine  direction, 
he  often  took  down  in  one  place  and  pitched  again  in 
another,  for  the  prefeot  accommodation  of  himfclf  and 
family.  And  after  bis  fon  If  a  tic,  and  his  grandfon 
Jacob  were  born,  they  lived  with  him  in  like  terns,  and 
In  a  like  wandering  ftate;  even  they,  who,  as  his  ofF- 
fpring,  were  heirs,  together  with  him  ft.  If,  of  one  and 
the  fame  promife,  which  God  mads  to  him  and  his  feed*. 
And  as  this  was  a  lively  emblem  of  the. flat c  of'ufl  true 
believers,  who  are  pilgrims  and  (bangers  on  earth ;  fo 
the  father  of  the  faithful  was  well  famfied  with  his 
condition,  as  an  unfetiled  fojoumer,  without  any  pof- 
feflion  ia  the  land  of  his  pilgrimage,  beyond  a  be  Ty¬ 
ing  place,  which  he  bought  of  the  Tons  of  Hcth. 
(Gen.  xtiii.  3,  4,  See.  and  xxv.  to.  comparetl  with 
AFls  vii.  5.) 

10  Far  God  having  faid  to  him,  Fear  not,  Abraham, 
lam  thyfbtcld and  tby  exceeding  great  revjtrnl  j  nut  ha¬ 
ving  promifedio  an  tar erlaJUng  covenant  that  he  would 
be  hit  God,  and  the  God  of  bis  feed ,  and  that  in  hit  feed, 
meaning  the  MelGah,  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  Jhould 
he  bleffed,  (Gcu.  sv,  1,  ami  xvii,  7.  and  xxii.  id.)  bis 
faith,  retting  on  thofe  gracious  words  and  promifes  of 
a  God,  who  Cannot  lie,  looked  further  than  that  earth¬ 
ly  inheritance  to  the  heavenly  one,  which  was  typified 
by  it;  and  this  be,  in  the  exercife  of  his  faith,  raoft 
of  all  defired,  ultimately  expected,  and  firmly  hoped 
to  enjoy  in  that  better  Hate,  which  for  its  freurity,  pri¬ 
vileges,  grandeur  and  glory,  regularity  and  order, 
Jargenefs  and  affluence  of  all  ftiblimc  riches,  honours 
and  delights,  may  well  be  emphatically  called  a  city\ 
and  which  for  its  ttrength,  firmnefs,  and  duration,  in 
oppofition  to  tents  and  tabernacles,  and  indee-l  in  op- 
polition  to  all  the  cities  of  this  world,  that  a«r  liable 
to  be  overthrown,  and  will  moulder  away  by  length  of 
time,  may  be  faid,  with  the  greateft  propriety  and  emi¬ 
nence,  to  be  built  upon  fblid  and  immoveable  founda¬ 
tions;  fuch  as  the  unchangeable  pnrpofc  and  pronuios 
of  God,  and  the  merit  ami  mediation  of  chi  ormtofed 
Mcfliah,  vthfe  day  Abraham  favt,  and  was  glad,  (John 
viii,  56.)  the  contriver,  former,  and  fini flier  of  which  rJ— 
Db;  ty5 
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ty,  as  its  divim*  mi  only  ardiite&  and  erc&er,  is  oc 
lefs  than  the  great  and  blefled  God  himfe)fr  who,  bj 
his  own  infinite  wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefvprcparec 
it  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  to  be  the-babita- 
t ion  of  his  own  glory,  and  of  all  the  faints  with  him 
for  ever,  (Mat*  xxv*  34*)  \  arid  fo  it  is  a  building  of  Godt 
an  bcufe  not  modi  with  bandit  eternal  in  the  heavens^ 
(a  Cor,  ¥.1*) 

11  kith  11  It  was  by  faith  alfo  that  even  Sarah  herfelf*  (** 
fctf*  *'r*W?V*)the  beloved  wife  of  Abraham ,  being  reco« 

ftwfh  to  ton*  vered  from  her  unbelief*,  which  fhe  manifefted  by 
enve  feed,  wwi  laughing,  whenfhefirA  heard  the  promife  of-hei  ha* 
i  chill  «Sc«  (he  *m%  2  Ion,  {Gen*  xvuu  12, — 14*)  was  nuraculoufiy 
mas  part  be*  invigorated,  and  enabled,' beyond  all  expectation,  and 
pole  rtie  >dgrrf  a|[  ordinary  operations  of  natural  caufes,  to  conceive  a 
Lid  prenifed,  male  child  m  the  common  way  of  generation  ;  and  (he 
was  in  due  fcafon  fafely  delivered  of  a  fon,  to  whom, 
as  her  offspring,  the  covenant  of  promises  to  Abraham 
was  ddigned  to  be  fulfilled,  (Gen*  xvii*  21.  mk  12,) : 
and  by  faith  (he  received  this  ability  to  conceive  and 
bear  a  foo,  after  fhe  had  all  along  been  barren  and 
dead,  as  to  any  power  of  this  kind  before,  (Gen*  it.  30. 
and  R$mt  iv+  19.)  and  had  now  lived  (being  ninety  years 
old,  Gen*  xvit,  17.}  pad  the  afual  teeming  age.  This 
wonderful  ftrength  for  conceiving  and  undergoing  all 
the  agonies  of  labd^  and  travail  unto  the  bringing  forth 
of  IfaetCy  was  granted  her,  not  for  her  faith,  as  tho1 
that  were  the' meritorious  caufe  of  jt;  but  by  means  of 
her  faith,  which  was  gractoufly  owned  and  honoured, 
"as  the  trufted  in  the  -Lord,  that  he,  to  whom  nothing 
is  too  hard  to  do*  as  he  told  her,  (Ge&*i viii*  14.}  and 


K  o  T  E* 

.  *  When  Sarah  fltft  hem\  the  proaiiic  of  **  {halt  have  3  frn  ■“  then  Sarah  was  afraid, 
tht  l^ord,  the  Angel  the  covenant,  that  as  repenting  of  wW  (lie  hzd  laid  1  and  yc*v 
fie  pQkii  bsve  a  fint  the,  as  well  as  Abra.-  in  the  frrghr,  farprife,  ftotur,  arid  hurry  «i 
ham,  might  pmUbiy  take  him  to  be  only  btr  mind)  denied  it ;  Hut  it  feem*  that*  up* 
Awe  fl  runner  of  the  Kurban  race,  who  came  on  the  whole,  aod  especially  alter  the  furti*i:: 
with  orhert  th^t  wry :  It  jIvujs  that  file  dUeoirery  which  th;  Lntd,  who  fpoke  r: 
did  not  fee  him,  the  door  of  the  tent  being  her,  had  made  of  himfclf  aa  tbi  true  J{':* 
btl'ACvn  him  add  her  alien  he  fpake  tbeU  trot,  in  his  coovetfairoo  immediately  after 
*orda;  and  as  they  contained  a  i«v>mifeof  ward  with  Abraham,  ihe  believed  the  pr^' 
what  appeared  to  her  an  hupoftbihty  in  her  tnife*  at  given  by  him,  who  was  able  i- 
circnm  reprices*  the  ftefetty  bugbed  within  'make  it  jjdod:  And  this  is  what  our  apofL* 
hev^If,  in  a  way  of  deriding  »:  But  when  refers  to,  wttlttut  taking  any  001  ice  of  tv. 
the  Lord  reproved  her  for- £ucfr  an  iBcrcdu^  preceding  unbelief,  which,  together  uni 
Iocs  manner  cf  laughing,  by  which  Jhcper-  her  falichood,  was  mercifully  pardoned  lb 
cclved  that  he,  who  knew  what  ihc  hdjfJdonc  the  O.ke  of  tliat  promis'd  feed,  the  Mrtfiih 
in.frro,  was  more  than  a  man;  and  when  who  proceeded  from  the  Joins  of  ifcac,  tb 
he  backed  his  reprool  wi:h  ikyu^  *'  It  ary  child  the  aftt.r*^rds  conceived  and  bmu^h 
4*  thing  too  hard  for  ihe  Lord?  At  ihc  forth.  (See  aiida>oa|iare  tlu  account  gun 
4*  time  appoin^d  will  l  rctarn'tmto  tfieo  ac*  of  theft  things  in  the  xviiith  and  foct^ 
*<  cofding  to  ihc  iWc  of  Elk,  andxkarah  part  of  ihrxxUt  chapter  of  Gcnefa*) 
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n  Therefore 
f prang-  there  craj 
ofoittt  md  him 
at  pod  at  dead, 
J*  many  as  the 
ftw*  of  the  flty  m 
maJEtaQd^  jod  h 
ttefcnd  which  is 
by  the  fra-fWe 
iauuraaabk* 


■3  Theft  aU 
died 


wher  is  truth  itfelf,  and  had  made  her  a  promife  of  ^at 
fon,  would  faithfully  perform  it, 

12  Therefore,  in  atifwer  to  her'®,  as  well  as  Abra* 
kairfa  faith,  there  defeended  i  vjft  progeny,  even  from 
his  own  finale  perfbn  by  her;  and  that  from  him,  when 
he  htmfelf,  being  an  hundred  years  o!d>  {Gen,  xviu  17*) 
was  by  reafon  of  that  great  age  accounted  to  be  as  much 
pad  begetting  any  children,  as  though  he  had  been  Ac¬ 
tually  dead  **  And  the  prodigious  multitude  that,  in 
fucceeding  generations,  proceeded  from  his  loins  in  a 
defeent  from  ffaae*  was,  to  fpeak  in  a  proverbial  way, 
as  numerous  at  the  (tars  of  heaven,  according  to  God's 
promife  to  him,  {Gen*  xv*  5-);  yea,  as  he  afterwards 
exprefibd  it  in  another  promife,  {Gen.  xxii,  17,)  they 
were  like  the  grains  of  fund  on  the  fca* Ehorcir' which - 
are  part  all  account. 

rj  Allthefe  Jaft  mentioned  believers,  Abraham^  Sa¬ 
rah*  Ifaac  and  Jacob  t>  not  only  lived  by  faith,  which 


N  O  1 

*  The  refohitisn  of  the  Jiffiruliy  which 
rffo  from  what  if  here  Aid  concerning  A* 
hivham,  that  he  was  at  Of  Acad>  and 

fpflJ  hu  many  yean  afterwards  (u  41  (we- 
rally  thought)  hiring  hid  fcveril  children 
by  Kctatah  mother  wife*  Gen,  jikv*  >.  « 

attempted  commonly*  by  fuppoilng 

that  yiiracoloufly  renewed  the  vigour  of* 
Abraham**,  a*  wcH  as  of  Sarah’t  body*  th^o*’ 
their  faith :  and  that  this  continued  lu  Abia- 
bam  many  year*  afterwards  — But  Mr  KiUd, 
in  hi*  fupplcmejit  to  Mr  Fierce**  partphnfe 
a;:d  notes  on  this  rpiltk,  fuppofes,  and  has 
ijkcti  a  great  deal  of  pain*  to  prove,  (red  1 
(I'M;  with  fair  probability)  that  Mofts’s  hi- 
ftory  of  Abraham's  marrying  Kcturah  is  not 
let  in  the  cxjft  chromritigical  order,  hcciufc 
he  prudendf  chofc  to  6nifh  Elif  acwmt  of 
Sarah  and  her  Jon  {fiart  withoct  interrupt- 
irigU  with  the  aiTair  of  KcuraJi,  which  waa 
foreign  to  this  pomr,  but  proper  to  be  af¬ 
terwards  taken  nor  ire  or ,  This  writer  hh«* 
wife  ghe»'  ftveial  other -foftances,  in  which 
.theoraer  of  time  is  not  obforved  mi  ibe  fo¬ 
rm!  bidory,  is  it  frequently  i*  ncgtefled 
with  good  judamcQt  in  may  other-urn  W* 
of  note*  and  by  Cd3&j»r1n£the  teveral  parts 
of  the  narration  in  Oenetii,  he  conclude! 
tbit  AbriKkoi'*  children  by  Eettirrh  were 
ratty  tmni  before  this  which  he  hid  by  Sa¬ 
rah,  Cn  rbu*  inquirers  may  coofuk  his  very 
lar^c  and  elaborate  note  00  tldvverfci  and 
if  hfc- thoughts  ■  be  admit;  ed^lhc  whole  tlif- 
heSty  for  reconciling  ihcfo  paftgcs  is  etfoc- 
ruaJly  removed  at  once, 
f  it tftHtfe  is  not  to  be.  sndedUod  u  In- 
cMUfc  Abel,  Nath,  and  .Enoch ;  lfor  Enoch 


did  not  die,  but  vm  innfia-M,  that  he  fhouli 
not  foe  death,  at  ba^  been  fjid*  ver.  j.  5  *n<l 
though  Abel  and  dfe  t,  a*  twil  n  liv¬ 

ed  in  fattb*  ye:  theycaunji  he  referred  10 
W  the  *"irds  a //  ihtfc.  For  it  is  cKprefJy 
fdUj  ver*  ij*  of  the  pcrluns  here  intended, 
that  **  If  rlrcy  had  been  raiudful  of  tiwc 
&  country,  from  whenee  they  came  nut, 
“  they  might  luvc  npwr-tniiiy  to  hive 
«  returned  ;**  *hlch  *k  applied  only;* 
Abraham  and  Sirah,  wbo  in  tner  own  per- 
db ns  came  out  of  Ur  of  the  Chihiee^  (Gca* 
ii#  31.)  and  to  ICnc  i:nj  Jnw:>,  who  as 
reckoned  ro,  and  included  in  th- ir  pstr^nt*, 
might  he  laid  wins  on:  fr  thence, 
bke  nuri'Lr  a*  Jofcph**  uo  fins,  which 

were  borg  in  Kgypt,  wtfre  rcckor»=J  the 
(t  foub  of  the  iienfo  of  Jacob,  aws 

**  trtio  Egyjvc,"  to  iinke  rs  ihe  namuerof 
tbircf^re  and  ten/  (G^n.  xivi.  47*)  as 
Gort  fpeaksijf  Iftid1*  ciinhg  ^ni  of  Exypu 
m^Tiy  ages  wfur  he  lmju^ht 
their  anccilors  out  nf  rnst  fcimlj  and  as  A- 
brah4m  aoi  Saruh,  fo  and  JiC^h,  wc^c 
fitkl  in  our  foregoing  cunuxt,  ver,  to  he 
“  hurt  of  the  nrumiK,"  to  which,  to¬ 
gether  wiili  th*  proivife  **  aa  tonumerab^ 
iced  ihc  ftairi,  r.'-d  the  Tnd  upon  the 
rtr.  rtf  Si<  t^e  niniuiifoi,  in  the 
hull  »f  which  they  died,  itvjft  mtuoily  n> 
fri-:  Aodas  CdiMcn  Ad*  an  cmin^t  type  of 
heaven j  end  the  IVk/liah  the  ^re^t  and 
capital  hlcKing  m.en^ed  in  the  pnimtfo^f 
the  foal  wiltch  lh=>uM  fprfog  from  Afcrt* 
ham  and  S?v^hJ  In  ihc  fartb  in  which  they, 
itdulive  ^jf  ltiacand  lTvt=1  and  died, 

iilLinutteiy  rcfpefitd  Us  heavenly  mbed** 

lactcj 


39<> 

died  in  faith*  not 
having  rrecveH 
the  promifei*  bet 
Iuv!a;»  (ben  item 
a£ar  ofl"*  and  were 
perfuiMtahii 'thcmt 
and  embraced 
/^3T>  and  confer* 
fed  chat  they  were 
fl'-'^Sten  ar,d  pil  ■ 


grim* 

SKdlt 


oo  (ll« 
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was  thetr  great  fupport  under  alt  difficulties  and  trials ; 
but  their  faith  (as  all  faith  that  is  of  a  right  kind  does) 
held  out  to  the  end  of  their  days- ;  and  they  dlfd  in  a 
lively  and  comfortable  cxeretfe  of  it*  with  rdfpe£i  to 
bidungs  thereafter  to  be  enjoyed  by  tbemfclves  in  a 
better  world*  as  weH  as  by  thetr  pofterity  in  this;  they 
not  having  been  a&uat  partakers  of  the  great  and  good 
things  promifrd*  neither  for  thcmfelves,  nor  for  tbeir 
offspring*  as  they  no:  only  had  not  received  poffeffion 
of  the  promifed  land  of  Canaan s  nor  lived  to  fee  innu¬ 
merable  dependents  from  them;  but*  (which  their 
faith  principally  pitched  upon)  as  they  were  not  yet  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  heavenly  Rate  of  bleflednefs  and  glory*  nor 
had  feen*  the  promifed  Saviour  afhially  fern  into  the 
world,  which  was  the  great  blefhng  ultimately  intend¬ 
ed  and  realized  by  faith  in  the  promises :  But  they  faw 
them,  efpecially  relating  to  the  Meffiah*  by  an  eye  cf 
faith,  as  things  which  certainly  would  be  accomplilhed, 
not  immediately*  but  at  a  great  diftance  of  time  to 
come;,  and  they  underftood  the  meaning  of  them*  and 
difeemed  foipething  of  the  wifdom,  power*  grade*  and 
'  faith  fulnep  of  ’feod,  that  Ihone  forth  in  the  piomifes  of 
them  :  And  they  were  fully  convinced  and  fatished  in 
their  own  minds* 'that  they  were  the  true  fayings  of  God, 
and  fhouid  infallibly  be  fulfilled  in  due  feafon :  And 
thereupon  they  fiduciary  and  affectionately  received, 
and  joyfully  embraced  them*  in  tbeir  fpccial  reference 
to  the  MeDiah,  and  to  all  heavenly  happineCs  through 
him*  as  things  of  the  mod  excellent  nature  and  of  the 
higheft  importance ;  And  under  this  believing  view, 
perfuafion,  and  cordial  reception  of  them*  they  freely 
and  boldly  owned,  in  word  and  deed*  and  were  willing 
to  have  it  publicly  known*  as  is  exprefsly  recorded  oi 
Abraham  and  Jacobs  (Gen*  xxiih  4.  and  xlvii.  9.)  that 
they  looked  upon  tBemfelves,  not  as  at  home  in  thi: 
world  ;  but  as,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  aliens  and  foreign¬ 
ers*  whofe  hearts  and  hopes*  intcreft  and  happinefs 
were  not  placed  oh  any  of  its  concerns,  and  ?s  travel¬ 
lers*  like  pilgrims*  palling  through  the  earth,  even  as 
in  a  literal  fenfe*  they  feveraliy  were  in  the  laud  of  Gt 
naan ;  All  which  was  a  lively  emblem  of  the  Rate  p 

God’: 

T  E. 

“  be  believed  tbe  Lord,  sad  he  counted  : 
**  to  him  for  righreofcfneii;11  which  thf  *p a 
Hie  interpret*  with  r&ttim  to  lAhrahani: 


W  O 

unee*  which  they  looked  for  and  defired, 
.T*|%  10,  itf*  a?  alto  the  Mdtiah,  P  in  whom 
**  iB  nuioDs  fanrid  be  hldtcd  i”  For  we  arc 
toM*  Gen,  u,  j,  tf,  the  place  here  referred 
t<S  that  the  J_oid  **  brought  Abraham  a* 
**  brpad,  and  (aid,  Ijcolc  now  towJtdt  he** 
ven(  and  tdl  ihc  ftars,  if  thou  can  ft 
M  nurnbfr  Micm  $  fc  ftqll  thy  ftefl  be  ao4 


faith  in  the  Mc/Oah  for  jnfiifitvtmpy  6 jin*; 
**  Abraham  bdsertd  God,  aud  it  was  comi 
'*  cd  onto  him  fo r  righicoflfhefi/1 
"*  i*)  *  . 


Ch-  *f. 
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GodVpeople  in  this  worktfrwjr  yerk  of  them  may 
■well  fay  .*  ilk  propriety,  .as  Dcavid  did,/  am  a  Jl  ranger 
witbtbevrand  a  joj ourner  ,  as  all  my  father!  were,  (Pf. 

T4  Ftr  they  SX1'S*  1  *■) 

dot  fir  (Wh  >4  For  thefe  ancient  faints,  and  all  who,  with  like 
thion,  derlm  ,£atth  in  the  pnghttnfes,  fpeak  of  tberofelvts  as  flrangers 
fat  »oM^(vleT  ^d  pilgrinw  jMi  ••he  earth,  do  hereby  both  profefledly 
and  conftru&ively  make  it  manifest  wall  about  them, 
that,  -iaflchd-of  fetting'  their  affections  on  this  world, 
or  rating  their  bappinefs  by  it,  or  wifbing  to  hare  their 
portion  and  to  lire  always  in  it,  they  keep  in  view,  de- 
lire,  hope  for,  and  earned!  y  feck  after  their  heavenly 
Father’s  country,  (*,**'£*J»  a  large  and  delightful 

place  of  abode,,  which,'  as  his  children  by  fpiritual 
birth,  is.  thrir  own  native  home,  where  they  fliall 
dwell  with  Fbtjn  for  ever.  .  " 

u  -Aad  truly  1  5  And.to  (hew  that  the  country,  winch  they  fo  di- 
wil^lnl^of  dS  ligentty  foughf>  and  were  going  to,  was  not  their  for- 
atttrj,  from  mer  home  in  another  country  upon  earth,  ’Tis  very 
»h<»«*hnr amt  certain  that,  if  they  had  been  thoughtful  about  hjfnker- 
IikT (T'cmr'  '*nft  af,er>  and  delirous  to  rsrurrrto  Ur  of  the  Chaldees, 
tunity  tb  harere-  their  original  country,  and  to  their  dear  friends,  rela- 
«un»ed;  tione,  andpbffeffion*  there,' from  which,  in  obedience 

toCoriV.  command,  Abraham  and  his  wife,  and  IJaac 
and  Jacob  (as  iuctuded  in  them,  and  afterwards  ap¬ 
proving  what  they  had  done)  cheerfully  departed  to 
go  into  the  promifed  land  of  .Canaan,  they  had  time 
and  liberty  enough,  and  might  eafily  have  found  means 
and  conventcociea  for  going  back  with,  fafety  thither  $ 
xhc  way  to  it  being  ffiort,  and  cafyt  ami  there  being 
none  that  would'  have  oppofed  the  attempt, 
ttf: .  ftit  - tm*  .  .  1 6  But  now,  even  while  they  had  opportunity,  if 
--  they  cbofe  it,  oif  ret  timing  to  t£e  land  of  the  Chaldees, 
m^hweoiy :  all  their  defiie  {as  that  of  every  true-believer  does)  teml- 
whtrefoTvGod  w  cd  to,  and  ultimately  centered  in,  a  nobler  fettkment 
ST  in  the tranfeeh d en 1 1  y  ftio re  escrl  fen  t.  world,  that  is  of 

a  different. and  fubi  i rn.tr  narure,  more  fatisfying,  glori- 
jir^andfwJliem  0Us,  arid  abiding,' than  that  country;  which  they  had 
*«uy*;  left,  and  would  not VCttirt&a  ;  or  than  that  in  which 

they  now  were  Grangers  and  pilgrims  j  or  indeed  than 
any  other,  the  moft  pies  far.:  that  can  be  imagined  upon 
ear(b)  and  chis  is  no  other  than  heaven  itfelf  *,  which 

is 


ft  O  T  E* 

-  ♦  Th»  flfttJc*  rfce  hlghdt  rriiwiee  *hst  m  U  God**  »  it  is  Tall  they  <Ud.  ver,  io. 
the  -  Fwrtirehs  -hid  'a  ■  ■  rtvdirtlon  and  pco-  H»jr  c«uM  ibey-haye  ha-i  no^* 
rrifc  rfa  Tutor*  ftut  of  flmy  in  hAven  r  *»  tHdr«riuiUy  riefmng  *nd  ticking 

FfiHoffcOnrift  they  wild  not  ha^d  Vorkud  £7  aftmt*  as  we  .ais  ver,  ftutT 

tjiitii  itrfontitYf  whoJt  buiidtr  ar.d  maker  ihty  did*  Andlhough  Cauian  vra  an  tad- 
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t  t  T,y  faith  A* 
bra  hart?,  *.bcv>  be 
was  tried,  ofu.cd 
up  Ukic:  ami 

that 


is  an  inheritance  incorruptible ,  <x«rf  undefUd,  and  that 
fadeth  not  awayt  (i  Per.  i.  4.)  And  as  their  hearts  were 
Jb  fet  upon  their  heavenly  inheritance,  in  preference  to 
ail  others  j  ami  their  faith  was  the  evidence  of  things 
not  feen,  as  well  as  the  fubfiance  of  things  hoped  for% 
(ver.  1.)  fo  in  coufequence  of  this,  though  not  for  any 
merit  in  it,  God  in  his  infinite  condefcenfion  and  love 
does  not  dil'daih,  or  think  it  any  difhonour  to  hitnfrlf, 
to  be  in  a  peculiar  anti  diftinguithing  manner  their  co- 
vcnant-God  and  Father  j  as  he  would,-  if  he  had  no* 
thing  better  to  bellow  upon  them,  than  the  good  things 
of  this  world}  and  efpccially,  if  he  left  them  in  afflic¬ 
ted  circumftances,  fo  .deftitute  of  thofe  cbm  Tons,  as  they 
were  all  their  davs  :  But  he,  on  -the  contrary,  counts 
it  Me  glory  to  be  their  God,  and  to  be  chimed,  and 
colled  upon  by  them,  as  fuph>  and  to  be  publicly  known 
by  this  title  in  the  world,  as  appears  by  bis  faying  to 
Mofcs%  {Ex*  lib  6,  15.)  Jam  the  God  of  Abraham *  the 
God  of  Jfaac%  and  the  God  of  Jacob*  This  is  my  name 
for  ever)  and  this  is  my  memorial  unto  all  generations* 
And  he  has  given  the  fulleft  and  ftrongeft  evidence  of 
his  being  the*r  God5  and  owning  himiblf  to  be  fo : 
ForJ  according  to  his  fpecial  relation  to  them,  and  their 
faith  and  hope  in  him,  he  has  gracioufly  appointed,  Hd 
out,  framed,  and  fitted  up  a  glorious  city  of 

habitation  for  their  whole  perfons,  foul  and  body  f,  to 
dwell  in  with  himfelf,  even  a  building  of  God)  an  houfc 
not  made  with  handf)  eternal  in  the  heavens*  (a  Cor* 
y.  1.  lee  the  note  there*) 

17  Now,  to  return  particularly  to  the  faith  of  Ahra- 
hamf  in  fomc  remarkable  after- actings  of  it  under  the 
inoft  dillicuh  and  trying  circumftaners  :  When  Abra¬ 
ham  hatHn  the  foremenrioned  miraculous  manneP  ob¬ 
tained 


N  o  : 

iwnt  type  of  heaven  j  yet  that  I  and  itfelf 
cmild  nut  be  the  heavenly  country  here  in- 
t ended  *  for  [1m  is  ollfd  ?  better  country, 
in  opposition  tn  that  in  which  they  were 
now  pilgrims,  and  which  they  thcipfdvc* 
never  ilvl  *npy ;  and  God  himfelf  t\  laid  tb 
be  the  builder  and  maker  of  the  cby,  (vtx* 
10  )  which  he  prepared  for  them,  in  thb 
heavenly  con nfry ;  whereas  Jerulalem,  in  the 
Und  of  Camun,  was  built  by  ibc  hands  of 
men;  and  thofe  p^uiarehs  had  no  notice 
giecn  them,  iba  G$d  would  mr  prepare 
inch  a  city  for  their  ova  portion  j  n*r 
could  they  have  any  expectation  that  they 
thcmfelvcs  fliould  ever  enjoy  it :  But  their 
fai;h  to  the  heavenly  inheritance, 

whu  h  God  his  prtpared  fcrrticm  that  bvc 
hUn, 


JG  s, 

f  God’*  Taying  to  Mofet,  **  I  am  the 
“  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  Gcd  of  HW, 

and  the  God  of  Jacob/'  long  after  they 
were  dead,  is  allnt^d  by  our  Lord  himftlf, 
as  a  proof  of  the  rofiKreitton  of  [he  fauus 
to  ctsrnal  life,  Mat.  xxii*  31*  (fee  the  w*:c 
there)  and  f»  God's  fi  preparing  for  them  a 
"  city,”  includes  a  rcfitrrettion  of  thebudy 
to  immortal  glory,  at  well  as  the  happtneis  of 
the  foul  iu  the  full  enhry  meat  of  God  to  all 
crerndy*  Accordingly,  fomc  of  the  ancient 
believers  are  fpoken  of,  as  expeirin;;  to  oh* 
lain  a  better  feftjr  reel  ion,  {vcr<  jj.)  a  ud 
therefore  they,  brine  tlic^  Ions  of  Gml, 
might  well  be  laid  to  **  wait  for  the  adop- 
u  lion/*  to  wit,  14  rhe  redeiDptioo  of  ;ho 
*'  body/*  as  the  ap»iie  fpeak*  Kc* 
Teflaaacni-bcliCTcrs,  ftoji,  yiii.  %%* 
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that  had  weired  tained  a  fon  by  his  wife  SanzJty  (ver-  1 1,  12.}  and  was, 
^d^l'/sonly  f°T  ^  eminent  trial  and  proof  of  the  finefnty 
W;ouc» /to;  ami  itreugth  of  ins  Liith,  lovz,  and  obedience,  called  to 
offer  him  up  as  a  bur  at  offering  to  God,  and  to  facrU 
ficc  him  with  lus  own  hand,  even  his  beloved  fun  /- 
jat ir*",  (Gen*  Jcxif-  1,  2.)  He  readily  obeyed  the  di* 
vir,e  order,  fo  as  in  good  earneft  to  refolve,  and  do 
what  in  him  lay,  to  cxeoi'.e  it,  notwithftanding  all  that 
unbelief  might  have  fuggeikd  againft  it ;  and,  having 
prepared  all  things  for  it,  he  would  actually  have  flam 
him,  as  he  was  jitfl  at  the  point  of  doing,  had  not  a 
counter  command,  by  an  immediate  voice  from  heaven 
at  that  very  inffom:,  prevented  it-  {Gen.  xxii.  11,  12*) 
And  ibis  great  believer,  who  had  been  favoured  with, 
and  had  embraced  and  (irrtily  depended  upon,  the  pro* 
miles  uf  what  great  and  good  things  God  would  do  for 
him  and  hts  feed,  and  efpccially  upon  the  grand  com- 
prehtnfjve  prontifo,  which  was  often  repeated,  relating 
to  the  coming  of  the  Mefiiah  himfelf  through  Ifiiac** 
loins,  did  iisvertheiefis,  by  another  aft  of  faith  on  the 
fupreme  and  difputablc  authority  of  God,  as  command¬ 
ing  irf  freely  reGgn  and  offer  him  up  as  a  facrifice  to 
the  Lord,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  even  this 
his  dearly  beloved  and  only  begotten  fon  by  Sar'ah^ 
and  the  only  fon  of  his  hopes,  according  to  the  promi- 
fes,  which  were  to  be  fulfilled  by  means  of  this  fonf 
or  not  -ix  alt# 


iS  Of  whom  it 
was  laid ,  That  ill 
lii*c  fnatl  iby 
ted  be  tailed : 


18  Concerning  which  very  fon,  God,  to  comfort 
Abraham  at  his  bting  obliged  to  pan  with  ljhmaelt  fdd 
to  him,  [6Vb.  xxi.  12.)  In  Ifaac jkall  thy  feed  he  called  \ 

thereby 


NOTE, 


*  Though  Abraham  wa*  prevent  d  exc- 
his  uelUin,  in  u;>  li^c;  yet 

he  fully  1  mended  it,  fet  about  it*  and  woo'd 
undoubtedly  have  rfoce  itf  in  nhe.ifcaf*ce  to 
the  divine  crmo^-id,  had  he  not  bc-n  re- 
limbed  nflhe  critical  jimflurc  by  a  voilee 
from  bcawn  ;  and  bis  proceeding  ft  far,  as 
h-t  d^d  in  the  btegrry  of  Ms  heart*  was  ac¬ 
cepted  in  the  divine  omftructi'm,  as  if  he 
f.a:1  lh't\  hririj  a*  appears  from  the 

that  is  giver,  of  the  prohibition  in  the 
rest  words;  for  (l  now  I  know  that  tbno 
i4  teareft  Onrf,  feeing  thou  haft  not  with- 
**  held  thy  fcn*  thine  oitly  fan  from  me/* 
(Gen.  xsd'i.  — ia»)  —  'Che  enemies  of  di- 

rbe  srvtSstion  have  made  hideous  mitfiic: 

Hus  coffiTiHQd  of  GodT  and  Aor*- 
lMirt*s  obedience  to  it-  flist  though  it  would 
have  been  indeed  a  munkrvus  aft  in  Abra* 
him  to  focttfice  his  Ion,  unids  he  had  rmiv- 
et  a  p,>fitiv*  command  from  tor  it;  *r.cl 
(hough,  without  lit  is  divine  v-wui*:,  ncuhcr 


hU  p;r.y  toward  God,  nor  Ms  natunl  aflet- 
lion,  especially  to  Xcch  a  Ion,  wcnld  hav< 
fufllrcd  him  deliberately  ro  deficit  and  go 
ahont  it;  yet  as  lie  was  fare  that  God  had 
commanded  it,  and  as  God/tas  an  abfclme 
and  pnconirolhhlc  to  order  the  taking 
away  of  any  man's  life  by  w  hat  means  nr  in— 
firy  meats  ho  pleifo,  by  the  knife  or  the 
fword*  os  well  as  hy  the  peflilence  acd  other 
wlut  Ahra-nm  did,  and  w;s  about 
to  do,  every  way  both  jnftlhatrh:  and 
conimcr.<khk,  as  »  was  a  mere  i£i  of  the 
h^hdt  ^nd  moft  ftlf -denying  obedience  to 
God’s  pliin  command.  And  this  can  never 
be  drjwo  in;o  a  precedent  for  anyone,  that 
has  no  foch  plain  *nd  exprefs  command 
G<y.3,  to  take  dway  iht  innoccat  Hfc  i>i  ano- 
rher^  aay  n?orr  than  a  private  pcrfto  can  be 
warranted  to  kill  anmbcr,  without  the  au- 
thouiy  of  :he  ci'.vl  masjiftratc,  who  a 
ri^inr  to  ortjrr.  his  executioner  lo  put  ciiini* 

>U  wCJtl.t 
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thereby  alluring  him,  that  it  was  not  by  the  fcn  of 
Hag&r  the  bon.Uworrun,  nor  by  any  other  of  his  own 
Tons  ;  but  only  hy  this  foa  of  Sarah  th  *  free- woman, 
{GaL  iv.  30.)  that  the  promife  fhouU  he  fulfilled, 
which  he  had  made  of  an  innumerable  pofterity,  that 
ftiould  be  called  to  inherit  both  temporal  and  fpirinui 
billings,  and  particularly  the  great  promife  of  ihz 
Media  h’s  proceeding  from  his  loins  according  to  the 
llefh,  in  whom  his  fpirirual  feed  of  all  nations  thuulci 
be  bicflid,  through  faith  in  him. 

ip  Account™*  tn  But  notwSciilbinding  all  thole  heavy  damps  upon 
Lie  to  raife  h'**  his  own  *ovc  to#  al*d  believing  hopes  about  tms  fon  at 
op,  evsn  from  the  pro  mi  fit,  and  ail  thofe  feeming  inconfi  (ten  cies  with 
tb*  dud;  from  the  prom ife  itfelf,  which  was  the  moll  touching  and 
reettved  him  in  a  gnevous  trial  of  his  faith  that  can  be  imagined,  he 
figure*  made  no  difficulty  of  reviving,  and  attempting  to  do 

what  God  had  commanded  him,  in  this  moitumuo 
countable  inftance  ;  he  having  reafoned  ant!  concluded 
(wyiMiu^j  in  the  eiercife  of  his  faith,  that  if  he  were 
to  obey  the  divine  order  in  facriftcing  his  fori,  God,  ro 
wham  all  things  are  poffible*  could  ealily  raife  him  to 
life  again;  and,  in  cafe  the  promife  could  not  ocher* 
wife  be  fulfilled,  would  certainly  give  him  back  to  him 
by  a  timely  lefurretlion,  even  from  the  dead  ;  from 
whence,  to  fpeafc  in  a  figurative  way,  {i*^*/***)  he 
accordingly  did  receive  him  ro  life,  who  had  been  in 
the  very  article  of  death  devoted  ro  it,  and  given  up 
as  a  dead  fori  without  the  lealt  hope  to  the  contrary : 
And  as  he  had  before  received  him  from  his  own  am! 
Sarah's  dead  bodies,  as  it  were  from  the  dead,  fc  this 
was  receiving  him  again  in  the  fimiiitude  of  a  refur- 
re£tion  from  the  dead,  and  that  as  a  type  of  the  death 
and  refurreflion  of  Chrift,  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
Gocl,  and  of  the  refunecliou  of  true  believers  to  eternal 
life,  through  him, 

so  By  fthb  1-  30  It  was  by  faith  in  the  promife  of  God  to  Ifaac 

fiac  blcfled  Jacob  himfelf,  (Gen*  xsvi*  4,)  as  well  as  to  his  father  Ahra - 
cmin£  ^*s  feed,  ar|d  *n  divine  fuggeftion,  which 

com,  fecrctly  direfted  his  mind  and  lips  to  give  fonb  pro¬ 

phetic  predictions  to  his  two  Tons  *,  that  he  firfl,  tho* 

unwit- 


NOTE, 

1  Though  tt  mttft  be  aokoov1fd»td,  rht  Ci'rifV,  for  brining-  abo  il  the  put  wort 
Rebecca's  artwl  asd  fallacious  iTiaiiJ^cmcrif,  redemption  by  him,  At\;  ii,  1  j  And  ilu/ 
to  obtain  the  blcfling  for  Jacob,  (Gen,  xjtvii.  IlW,  cither  not  ha.¥in^  heard,  or  not  on- 
0,-14.)  w»$  by  do  iMc^ns  jurrifialilc,  or  fit  dcrituodj  or  not  duly  attended  to,  God's  clt- 

to  be  ianluted  in  my  Other  c^i’c  ;  yet  God  ebration  to  Rcbrrca,  rh,it  (t  rhedder 
over-rnitfrf  irf  in  his  in  Sturdy  wife  and  holy  "  ierve  the  (Gen,  kv*.  13.;  6c- 

pmLiencd,  for  fulfilling  Ills  own  gradnus  finned  i*  Liti*  Efili,  as  the  fa  ft  born,  but 
purp-ofe  and  pronfife  relating  to  Jacob,  as  he  through  deception  bk-fltfl  Jacob,  inftej:!  of 
did  1 he  tunfpincics  of  the  Jews  a^iail  him,  Gw-  t — 13 1  yet  be  pfis-ht 
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»i  Ky  faith  Ja- 
;ifb,  when  he  ms 
a^dytng,  bltfied 
both  the  fons  of 
Joicphj  U)4wor- 
nipptfd  itanwj 
upon  the  top  ot' 
bis  fiatfl 


unwitring]}'  as  to  the  ptrfon  lie  was  then  fptaktng  ro, 
pronounced,  according  ro  God*$  own  fovcrcign  deter¬ 
mination,  the  chief  hi  tiling  upon  Jacob  Kih  younger 
fon,  which  naturally  belonged  to  the  fiffUborn,  and  in-* 
eluded  inch  as  were  both  temporal  and  fpiritual ;  and 
afterwards,  he,  by  the  fame  prophetic  fpirit,  pronoun* 
ceJ  only  the  bldlings  of  this  world  upon  Efau\  both 
which  benedictions  related  to  things,  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  would  take  place  upon  their  refpeftive  offsprings 
for  generations  to  come,  and  which  were  accordingly 
fulfilled  in  toiwiaw^meictes  to  Jacoby  and  temporal 
ones  to  Efm, 

71  As  Jacoby  the  covenant-foil  of  Jfaac%  lived,  fohe 
died,  in  an  exerdfe  of  faith  on  the  promifesof  his  God, 
who*  by  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  had  been  with  him 
ail  his  life  longh  and  redeemed  him  from  clleviiy  and 
who  he  believed  would  bring  his  pofteritv  to  the  land 
of  Canaany  and  fulfil  his  prom i ft s  to  rnem*  ifizn* 
xiviii.  15,  16,  11*)  JTwas  by  this  faith,  that  tbe  vene¬ 
rable  patriarch,  when,  through  the  infirmities  of  ex* 
treme  old  age,  he  was  very  feeble,  and  drew  near  to  the 
grave,  prayed  in  a  folemn  manner  for,  and  by  a  pro 
phctic  fpirit  foretold,  bkftings  that  fhoulrt  come  upon 
his  grand-children,  Ephraim  and  Manaffcb*  the  two 
fons  of  Jofeph\  and  defignedly  crofting  his  hands,  un¬ 
der  divine  dir  eft  ion,  fo  as  to  lay  his  right  hand  upon 
the  head  of  Efhraimy  the  younger  brother,  who  was 
placed  at  his  left,  and  his  left  band  on  the  head  of 
Mcnajfeh^  tbe  elder,  who  was  placed  at  bis  right 
hand,  he  pronounced  3  bleffing  upon  each  of  them, 
diftinftiy  declaring,  in  humble  confidence,  that  God 
would  blefs  them,  that  though  both  fhoold  be  great, 
the  younger  (hould  be  greater  than  the  elder,  {Gen* 

xlviii- 


N  o 

bWl  him  with  faith  in  the  promise  which  God 
had  madctohimjUt’i  tbai  he  would  make  his 
41  feed  multiply,  as  the  fhirs  of  heaven,  and 
4*  thj'c  ii>  hU  feed  HioulJ  all  the  nation?  of 
**  ihc  earth  be  bkiled,*  (lien*  xi t*l  4,}  and 
he  might  Mei*  Jacob,  a>  (irmly  that 

the  immediate  impulie  he  was  under  to  biefs 
the  fon  then  before  him,  was  indml  from 
C  >d,  and  that  God  wn;:ld  ctnaioly  confer 
the  bleffing  which  he  wa*  prompted  to  pro* 
flounce  upon  him  in  a  way  of  piaycr  and 
prophecy,  Accordi  n  gif ,  when  h  e  a  U  it war  ds 
found,  that,  contrary  to  his  own  in  tent  bn, 
be  bad  bluffed  Jacob  infleid  of  E*iui,  Ms 
feiih  entirely  ac^ttiefeed  in  it,  (hying,  44  X 
**  have  hUl fcd  him,  yea,  and  \k  ittall  be 
**  blcflld,"  (Cco*  xtviii  $3.1-— This  pro¬ 
phetic  benvdirdon  included  jpbiital,  a$  well 


T  E. 

as,  yo,  more  then  tern pnnl  bleflings :  For 
Jacob's  whole  life  was  full  of  troubles,  and 
neither  he,  nor  hi*  poflciity  in  general,  had 
Jo  much  afllnciKCof  temporal  advantage  as 
Efau  and  his  feed  had.  Hot  Jacob**  blrf- 
iing  war  that  oi  the  c:jirenant^birt bright  :n 
Abraham's  family,  which  included  not  only 
a  prolife  of  the  Und  of  Cmaatt,  but  atfo 
of  the  Meffiah,  and  of  the  Jpkintal  bldlin^s 
which  (hould  be  derived  from  Mm,  as  that 
feed  of  Abraham  in  whom  all  ration* 
liioutd  be  blcffcd.  And  therefore  Efa u  it 
fitted  0  juvphttfft  ptrfony  which  iniim-Xc*  an 
iirdigunu  temper  in  him,  for  felling  thi* 
birthright,  (HeMxii  16,  fee  the  note  thero,) 
Accordingly,  the  Milling,  which  Ifaac  after* 
ward  pronounced  upon  him,  Gen.  Jtxvti*  39, 
^o.  was  merely  of  a  temporal  nature# 


33® 
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Ry  fVth  Jr*. 
fVpb,  wdien  lie 
did,  m:dt  iv:cr>* 
tun  oft  h ■™ -ricpxi ,-'— 
ioi*  of  i he  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ii>*id ; 
anti  gave 
roanHrnc  »t  cim- 
tenting  UU  bones. 


%  j  By  faith 
Mofc$}  when  he 
was 


xIviiL  1 5,— jo,)  and  fo  it  wa^  in  the  event,  as  it  after - 
ward  appeared  at  the  numbering  of  the  trikes,  when 
Ephraim's  was  found  to’  be  greater  than  Manajfih's* 
{Numb*  i,  32, — 35.)  ;  anti  Jacob  folcmnly  worshipped 
God*,  in  the  moil  reverent  pollute  he  could,  by  bow¬ 
ing  hh  head,  and  fopponing  himfclf  on  the  top  oi  his 

22  To  take  notice  of  only  one  inftance  more  in  the 
period  of  time  frqjji  Noah  to  Mofir^  it  was  by  faith  in 
the  promile  made  to  Abraham^  ( Gen  sv.  13,  14.)  th-it 
Jofiphy  one  of  the  darling  ions  uf  Jacoby  whofc:  faith 
held  out  amidft  all  the  adverfity  and  prufperity  he  had 
pafled  through  in  Egypt  9  when  he  drew  near  his  end, 
recollected  and  reminded  his  brethren,  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  their  faiths  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not 
fien ,  (ver,  1.)  that  though  he,  who  had  been  their  pro¬ 
tector,  was  Toon  to  die,  and  after  his  deceafe  they  would 
beexpofnlto  great  bard  (hips  and  oppolititm  from  the 
Fgyptiansy  yet  God,  in  his  appointed  time,  Woo’d 
furely  vifit  them  in  bis  faithful nefs  and  kindnef3,  and 
bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ,  and  carry  them 
1 into,  the  landy  which  he /ware  to  Abraham^  to  IfaaCy  and 
to  Jacob :  And  as  he  firmly  believed  this,  fo,  in  idli* 
mony  of  his  faitb-  concerning  it,  {Gen*  1*  24,  25,)  he 
ftriilly  charged  his  brethren,  taking  an  oath  of  them, 
to  embalm  his  dead  body,  and  prefer ve  it  in  a  fafe  re- 
pofitory,  while  they  (hould  continue  in  Egypt  ?  and 
that  whenever  God  (hould  bring  them  out,  as  he  furtly 
would,  from  thence,  and  give  them  poffeflion  of  the 
prom i fed  land,  they  (hould  then  take  fpecial  care  to 
carry  his  bones  along  with  them,  and  bury  them  there  ; 
which  order  he  gave  in  token  of  this  hope  of  a  refur- 
reckon  to,  the  eternal  inheritance,  of  which  the  land 
of  Canaan  was  a  fignat  type,  as  well  as  that  they 
would  certainly  he  put  into  polTeifion  of  that  bud- 

23  When,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  Mofit^ 
that  great  and  eminent  lawgiver,  was  born,  who  was  to 

be 


NOT  K 


*  This  is  quoted  from  Gen,  Uvii. 

31*  which  wz  traniLatc,  14  Ifrad  bowel  hhn- 
M  teif  upon  the  bed's  head*"  But  as  the 
Hebrew  word  (nSE)  rendered  ftrrf,  figr.ifics, 
according  to  different  pointings  abed,  or 
a  trie  apoflle  fpeaks  of  it  a*  a  ftafT,  aid 
fo  it  frauds  hi  the  verf:on«  of  the  Syriac  and 
the  Seventy  ;  and  it  feem*  from  nit  drew;  ri¬ 
fts  nee*  nod  natural  to  Like  it  in  this  feme: 
For*  according  to  the  hiftorr*  Ifvael’s  bw- 
i  nya  himftlf  in  a  way  of  divine  adoration* 
here  J pa ken  oF,  was  before  he  was  fiek,  and 
before  hw  bkftd  Jofeph’s  foas,  both  of 


which  are  cxprrfcly  (aid  to  be  after  that  and 
fiime  other  things  Gen*  xlviL  31  anil 
xtvltL  I,  At.  And  therefore  lit-,  nmftpni- 
b»bly,  Witi  fating  either  on  his  bed- fide,  u:- 
on  h  emieh,  *>r  in  a  chair,  under  the  infirmi¬ 
ties  of  dccrepid  old  a«e,  which,  in  tie 
whole,  a  mounted  lo  an  hundred  and  tcr*y* 
feren  years,  Geo,  xlvii.  18*  >nd,  that  he 
minhr  pay  his  adorations  iq  a  boding  poflurv, 
he  Uippnncd  himildf  by  leaning  on  the  top 
of  hi*  *albjii£  fcff,  as  not  being  able  to  do 
it  (UndtDg,  or  kneeling* 
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«m  botn,ws.'  h!<l  be  a  remarkable  type  of  Chrift,  as  the  great  ruler  and 
iiu«  moi.iftsof  deliverer  cf  Ifrael (  and  tbe  prophet  which  the  Lord  their 
ciiuV  tin?  Ood  would  ratje  up  unto  them^  (Acte  111.22,)  It  was  by 
lew/rt  a  pnoper  faith  that  his  parents,  the  lather  concurring  with  the 
child;  and  they  mot|.<r  conccatao  his  birth,  and  kept  him  in  fome  pri- 
of  the  ki.:*  *  vate  place,  till  he  was  a  quarter  oi  a  year  old,  waiting 
euinniacdtiicnu  for  a  convenient  opportunity  to  difpolc  of  him  in  fuch 
a  way  as  God  might  iHieci  them  to,  for  the  pttferva* 
tion  of  his  life  in  thofe  perilous  days.  This  they  at¬ 
tempted  by  laying  him  in  a  fort  of  cradle,  or  open  cheft, 
made  of  bulruihcs,  and  plaiftered  with  dime  or  pitch 
to  prevent  the  watei's  tacking  into  it ;  and  ihen  lodged 
it  in  a  cinder  of  flags,  which  grew  on  the  brink  of  the 
river  v  where  Pharcah' 5  daughter  providentially  coming, 
and  feeing  his  beauty,  and  hearing  his  cries,  was 
ved  with  companion  towards  him,  and  took  care  of 
him,  as  though  he  bad  been  her  own  child.  {f,x%  iL 
1, — 10*)  That  which  influenced  his  parents  to  cjft  him 
upon  providence,  in  this  manner,  for  h;s  prefei  vation 
was,  btcaufe  his  countenance  ilruck  them  with  admira¬ 
tion,  and  engaged  their  tendered  a  Heft  ion  to  him, 
when  they  obferved  that  he  was  an  extraordinary  beau¬ 
tiful  child  *,  and  very  pronrifmg,  by  his  furprifmgly 
amiahle  afptcl,  for  feme  great  eminence  tn  his  day; 
and  fo  might  prove  the  happy  iuftrument  of  IfnteFw  de¬ 
liverance  out  of  their  hard  bondage,  which  they  be¬ 
lieved  would  certainly  be  brought  about  by  fome  He¬ 
brew,  whom  God  would  raiie  up  fur  that  glorious 
purpofe,  according  to  his  promitasj  and  by  means  of 
this  faith,  and  their  fearing  God  rather  than  man,  they, 
like  the  religious  midwives,  {A\,v.  i.  ty.)  were  not  a- 
frrid  to  run  the  rifkof  their  own  lives,  by  endeavouring 
to  five  the  life  of  this  urn,  and  fo  tr poling  themfelves 
to  the  wrath  of  Pbardoh  For  difobeying  his  barbarous 
edict,  which  he  jilued  out  f,  commanding  the  mid¬ 
wives 

T  1£. 

power  of  man  c:tn  prcv&H  again  ft  the  court* 
fH  -i\‘  the  kingdom  role*  over 

all ;  fu  he  took  care  mat  the  blood -tf  drily 
clclijn  HioiiLd  not  be  brought  to  pafe  in  cuu 
tif'*  oil'  Mo'es ;  AhH  1  j*  evident  that  after- 

wartU,  by  the  (•venmliT^  prnvkkfice  of 
God,  ihb*  eominaurtoicnt  of  the  king  ua*; 
fjwe  (aj  other  rrbxcd,  or  ticfca:<4;  for 
(ithcnvMc  the  Israelites  could  not  luve  fo  pn>- 
digic-ufl?  as  they  did,  from  the 

rime  of  the  hiri  of  Moles  to  the  rinrC  of  hU 
iVr;»  ti»  Uiiiif  rhtro  out  of  E^ypt*  he 
y'nn  old,  ?j  ivc  arc  in- 
i?nn-5dj  Jisc.  vih  7. 


N  O 

*  A  pmptr  dVd  (*rf^0  finniScs  au  e's- 
'tc-dicip  bciirtfnl  or  comely  child,  and  in 
Afls  viu  10*  Moics  is  fckl  to  have  httn 
exceeding  fair,  (a rite*  to  which,  lite- 
a  ally  rendered,  as  we  hurt  it  in  ihc  mjrfrn* 
fruitier  f  iir  to  God ,  and  may  iiituiuk  th.it 
he  **  lair  in  the  fitfht  of  God,M  or  was 
of  ionic  divinely  beautiful  form,  wi;h  an 
unamiru-n  lustre  in  Ini  couni cn«uc^. 

f  At  the  rime  of  Motes1*  birth,  khannh^ 
cruel  edift  f^r  killing  ^11  the  malc*cbildr«i 
tlut  be  born  to  die  Hebrews,  was  in 

full  force,  and  *as,  douhdvf^  t  StcultJ 
fir  u  pofflblc,  lvitli  the  utmoU  uv.'riifyi- 
ucfj  and  kvcriiy;  vet  as  no  kbtiiity  or 
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*4  By 

Mofe,  he 

wis  come  to 
▼ears*  refuted  to 
be  fdlrd  fhe  /bn 
of  Phan  oil’s 

daughter ; 


wives  and  all  bis  people  to  deflroy  every  male  that 
fbould  be  born  of  the  Hebrews*  (Ex-  i*  15*  i6t  12*) 

24  When  rhis  famous  JUo/es  himfdf  grew  up  to 
maturity  of  ftatnre,  age  and  under  (landing,  and  to 
great  attainments  in  wifdoni,  learning,  and  digniry,  and 
fo  became  every  way  truly  great,  by  the  time 

he  was  forty  years  old  5  (Ads  vii.  23*  23*)  It  was  by 
faith  in  the  promt fes  made  to  Abraham,  IfaaC)  and  Jac;^ 
his  covenant-anchors,  and  in  the  invifible  things  of  a 
better  world,  that  he  bravely  defpifed  and  rejefted  the 
honours  and  advantages,  even  to  his  probably  fucceed* 
ing  to  the  Egyptian  crown,  that  might  arife  from  being 
looked  upon,  owned  and  treated,  as  the  adopted  fan  of 
fo  great  a  princefe  as  Pharaoh* $  daughter;  (See  the 
note  on  Adt  vis.  23*)  And  he  was  defirous  to  be  known 
by  the  defpicable  name  of  an  HtbreW}  notwithstanding 
all  the  harrifhips  ami  difgrace  which  that  people  were 
then  fubjeft  to,  rather  than  to  abandon  their  God  and 
their  religion,  and  to  be  fpoken  of  and  regarded  under 
the  high  pompous  title  of  her  fon:  He  accordingly  quir¬ 
ted  the  court,  and  all  its  magnificence,  and  made  the 
concerns  of  his  afflifted  brethren  his  own,  as  one  who 


%$  Chvofing  ra¬ 
ther  to  fmfer  af¬ 
fliction  w«h  the 
people  of  Oixt, 
than  to  enjoy  the 
p[d!vr0  of  fin 
for  a  feafon  - 


determined  to  take  his  lot  with  them  ; 

25  Renouncing,  with  a  generous  difdain,  all  tbofe 
tempting  allurements  to  flefti  and  fenfe  ;  becaufe,  in  the 
exercife  of  his  faith,  he  rather  chofe  to  undergo  the  fe¬ 
vered  fufterings  and  troubles  with  God's  own  peculiar 
people  in  their  opprefied  and  calamitous  circum fiances, 
than  to  gratify  the  fl^fh  with  an  enjoyment  of  all  rhe 
grandeur,  affluence,  and  fenfual  pleafures  of  a  pompous. 


idolatrous,  and  luxurious  court,which  were  all  defiling, 
uncertain,  fading*  and  perilling;  which  could  be  but 
of  very  fhort  continuance,  and  could  not  be  indulged 
without  Gtming  again  ft  God,  and  thereby  expoGng 
himfelf  to  everlafling  wrath  and  ruiti- 
%$  Eftceminj  26  Such  was  his  faith  in  the  MeJJiahy  who  fhould 
ChrifT^^warer  ^Pr’nS  fr°iri  the  ked  of  Abraham ,  and  be  their  Saviour, 
riches  that  the  that,  upon  deliberately  weighing,  and  putting  in  ba- 
ucafuies  in  B-  lance  the  word  of  religion  againft  che  bell  of  this  world, 
the  he  ^orme^  'his  account,  that  the  heaviefl  contempt, 
ncompence  of  fcorn,  and  derifion,  with  all  the  perfecutions  that  natu- 
tiuie«ara*  rally  follow  them,  and  were  aft  u  ally  endured  by  the 
■  JfraeliteSt  or  that  could  be  inflt&ed  upon  bimfelf  fur 


the  fake  of  Chrift  and  his  faith  in  him,  whom  God 


would  anoint  to  be  the  only  fpiritual  and  elleftual  Re¬ 
deemer  of  his  people,  and  on  whom  all  their  reproach* 
es  and  fufieringa  ultimately  fell,  as  he,  their  head,  ac¬ 
counts  them  to  be  done  to  bimfelf :  {Ads  ix*  4.)  All 
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this,  whatfoever  others  might  think  of  it,  he  efteemed* 
to  be  a  richer  gain  /or  the  glory  of  God,  ami  the  good 
of  his  church  and  of  his  own  foul,  than  the  g»eateft 
emoluments,  produ£ls,  and  advantages  of  the  fruitful 
land,  and  fplcmiid  court  of  Egypt  could  be  to  him, 
were  they  oil  in  his  own  poflctfio;i  :  For  he  by  faith 
looked  off  from  all  thole  perilling  riches,  oo 
one  hand,  and  beyond  ail  thofe  temporal "hardfhips,  on 
the  other;  and  found  the  fweeteft  fupport  in  his  hope 
of,  and  looking  forward  to,  the  immortal  crown  of  glo¬ 
ry,  which  he  realized,  as  rcltrved  for  him  in  heaven ; 
and  which  he  well  knew  would  amply  recompense,  and 
abundantly  more  than  make  amends  for  all  the  reproach¬ 
es,  wants,  and  fufferings  he  might  undeigo,  for  the  fake 
of  a  good  confcience,  in  his  purfuit  of  it  *. 

>■»  By  fwrii  he  2J  It  was  accordingly  by  frith  in  the  command  and 
iMMEeaiins^ihe  promifc  of  God,  when  he  lent  him  to  deliver  his  peo- 
tfnth  of  the  pie  out  of  the  land  of  the  Egypt  iat?sy  and  to  bring 
tin*;  for  he  en*  them  to  a  good  land,  ( Ex *  vu  6> — 12,)  that,  about  for* 
h*2  fcy  ycafs  alter f  he  had  iled  fiom  the  face  of  Pharaoht 
TiSbie.  into  the  land  of  Midian^  ( Ex -  ii,  15-  and  rii.  7*  com* 

pred  with  /$£ts\ ii*  23, — 30.)  he  returned  to  Egypt  \ 
and  when  Pharaoh ,  under  the  heat  of  rt  fentment  at 
the  many  plagues  which  had  been  inllj&ed,  faidto  him, 
*7*/  thou  from  jnct  and  fee  my  face  no  marc  /  for  in  that 
day  thou  feefi  my  face  then  JhaU  die,  Mvfcs  was  fo  fat 
from  being  terrified,  that  he  replied  with  an  unfhakeu 
boldnefs  of  faith,  Thou  haji  ffoken  vjcIL  I  vjW  fee  r by 
face  again  no  morey  (iix.  x.  ili,  29*)  and  thereupon 
he  immediately  departed  from  the  pit-fence  of  the 
and  foon  after  took  his  final  leave  of  Egypt  f  to  lend  the 

children 


n  o  : 

*  This  <(  refpeft  to  the  recompctcc  of 
**  reward/*  couU  not  relate  10  an  iulicri- 
u::cc  in  (he  land  01  Canaan,  a'  fcrac  would 
:  For  Motes  had  no  divine  warrant  to 
frfp^iort  bis:  faith  and  hope  of  pcrLorully  re¬ 
ceiving  thU  reward  ;  and  he  was  never  f?ifFi:r- 
ed  to  enter  into  that  land;  hut  in  cafe  he 
J  jc],  he  could  not  h*ve  expefted  greater 
trcafurei  of  an  earthly  miure  there,  than  he 
formerly  bad  the  fairdt  profpefts  of  in 
F.^ypt  ;  and  be  could  never  think  it  worth 
Mi  while  to  expole  himfelf  to  the  grealeft 
reproaches  and  perteemions  for  the  fake  of 
: :tJ  exchange  of  theft,  TbU  fcnrcprnfc  if 
rsi'Ard  therefore,  which  be  bad  arerpeifi  to, 
U  evidently  the  Citne  with  ibt  afyt  lohUk  h&i 
fyttiJstfmit  and  the  hcavmij  that 

a-efpoken  cf,  ter,  io*  jtf,  as  what  his  be¬ 
lieving  aiicefWs  bad  (coked  for,  and  deft* 
red ;  and  fo  (hews,  that  be,  w  well  u  they, 


r  z  s. 

bad  rt v elation  of,  mid  had  faith  2nd  hope 
idling  to.  a  future  fhtr  of  I^ppuicfi  ill 
heaven  :  JKntl  ihb  is  called  tfa  ntvtaptitec  f 
rcw.-'iWf  not  at  though  it  were  merited,  or 
cMrited*  by  any  or*e\  faith*  fiitfiTusgc,  and 

oi.Hurtcc;  h:iin>T;)s  a  Ho*  gift  of  God, 
which  hr  in  ii;frrd.e  wlffloni  and  grac*'  freely 
for  Cfiriil's  lake,  upon  hi<  filtering 
ftn--u*s  m  a  ivturn  oJ’  Uteflings  upon  them* 
that  over  baUiK?  all  thetr  flittering?  for  hiss, 
and  arc  Mv.rfty  cvriterred  upui  them  a^er  aU 
their  tri-sU  are  ended,  (See  Roin*  vi,  aj, 
and  vi:L  jS.) 

t  ThU  rttarei!  not  to  his  firft  flight  from 
Fhatioh,  when,  uprei  his  Jl-iin  the 

be  feared  rhar  Pbanudi  having 
heard  o:  ic  wcmM  flay  him,  (fix*  ii,  14,  tj.) 
hut  to  his  i’/CEnd  dcpJHvire  frem  pharaoh, 
after  he  vra"'  fe;;t  to  deliver  the  diildrea  of 
liVad  out  of  their  bondage  £x,  vii*  x> 


400 


The  Epifiit  to  the  Hebrews  pars.phrj.fci,  Ch.  xu 


3tS  Thro*  faith 
he  kept  the  psf- 
ibver,  arid  the 
iprinklbg  of 
blood,  left  he 
that  deftroftU 
the  firtt  *  bnrn 
rtiould  touch 
ill  cm. 


children  of  Ifrael  out  from  thence,  ckfenceldsand  un¬ 
armed  as  they  were  >  he  not  being  in  the  kaft  daunted 
by  the  fevers  thnratnings  of  that  haugnry  monarch; 
no,  nor  afterwards  by  his  mad  fury,  when,  like  an  en¬ 
raged  and  mercilefs  tyrant,  he  followed  the  Ifraelites 
with  a  powerful  army  to  revenge  himfelf  upon  them  in 
their  utrer  deft  ruction.  Nothing  of  this,  kind  moved 
him,  or  made  him  afraid  of  going  forward  in  obedu^cc 
to  God’s  command,  [Ex*  xiv*  15*)  but  he  was  bold  and 
courageous,  annidlt  alt  difficulties  and  dangers,  white 
a  mighty  pursuing  hod  was  behind  them,  and  the  red- 
fea  before  them  ;  nod  in  rhe  fuength  of  his  fairh  he 
faid  to  the  people,  Fear  ye  not ;  ftaml  Ui]I,  and  fee  thj 
falvation  of  the  Lord  :  {Ex*  xiv.  13,)  For  he  endured 
the  terrors  of  all  outward  appearances  of  unavoidable 
deftruction  in  that  fituation,  with  fttd/afl  courage  and  re- 
folutton,  as  having  as  realizing  views  of  God 

by>/aith|  and  as  firm  a  dependence  upon  his  goodnefs, 
power,  and  faithfulnefs,  for  deliverance,  as  though  with 
his  bodily  eyes  he  had  beheld  him  vifibly  preterit,  to 
faro  them  by  his  out-Amcbed  arm,  vjbomt  in  his  own 
nature  and  perfections,  which  are  all  fpiritual,  no  man 
has  ficn%  nor  can  foe*  (1  Tim.  vi.  16.) 

i8  It  was  by  faith  in  the  piomifes,  that  God  would 
bring  his  people  out  of  Egypt  9  and  in  the  promised 
MdTiah,  who  fhould  fpring  from  them,  as  alfo  in  the 
divine  inftituuon  of  a  ftanding,  ftgmficant  ordinance, 
that  Mofos  himfeif,  in  obedience  to  God’s  command, 
obferved  all  the  rites  of  the  paibhal  fupper,  and  obliged 
the  people  Ifrael  to  do  the  fame,  which  was  afterwards 
to  be  a  commemorative  facrifice,T  through  all  genera¬ 
tions,  of  the  Lord’s  paffing  over  the  houfes  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  fjraeli  when  he  fmote  the  Egyptians  ;  and  w*s 
prt figurative  of  the  redeeming  death  of  Chrift,  who  as 
the  Lamb  of  God,  without  blemifli  and  without  fpot, 
was  our  pajover  jacrijiced  for  us  :  {{  Cor.  v.  7.  and 
1  Peter  i*  18,  9.  And,  by  a  like  erercife  of  faith, 
he  ordered  that  another  *  temporary  ordinance,  annex¬ 
ed  to  the  former,  fuitahle  to  the  then  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  of  things,  Humid  be  carefully  obferved  accord 


1ST  O 

*  Though  fprinkUr**  th<  blood  of  the  pa f- 
clttl  lamb  bj  in  a  typical  refe¬ 

rence  10  the  applkatioa  of  tb;  blood  of 
Cbr:£l,  which  is  called  m  Und  t /  f prink- 
flag,  Heh.  xii.  14,  ind  all  the  emc-try 
of  whuh  ty  one  own  frlvaticn  depends  up¬ 
on  its  bem*  applied  10  us;  ye'  it  Items  to 
have  been  but  a  tttnpfrarj  oraintnce,  fuitwi 
to  the  thco  prefcut  otcaJwu;  For  the  /«jf 


of  the  pejfovrr  is  fpoken  o'*,  as  a  ptrpAr?i 
urtmorini  awl  ordhancc  ibnu^hout  tlcfr 
neratiwti  {Ex.*  xiL  14, 14, — *7*)  and  w.t 
accordUjgk'  kept  hi  inuft  i'uIcuid 
every  y^r;  but  ue  neither  here,  01  imy 
where  eilc,  i  Cid  of  fpr;ak!ing  the  blood  of  kr 
pufcbtii  Utaby  cuher  os  appointed  of  Gi^t* 
or  ju-aithei  by  \lm  Lrwlitcs  alter  this  tin*e. 


Cb.  xL 
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ip  By  faith 
they  palled  thro' 
he  Red  fca,i5by 
dry  U&d :  which 
tlit  Egyptian*  ftf- 
feybg  to  do  were 
irowned. 


ing  to  the  command  of  God,  namely,  that  the  blood 
of  the  pafehai  lamb  fiiould  be  fpritikltd  upon  the  lin<* 
tela  and  door-pofts  of  the  houfes  of  the  children  of 
lfradi  for  their  protection  from  the  deftroying  angeij 
to  the  end  that  ({t™)  when  he  was  cutting  off  all  the 
bom  of  Egypt >  both  man  and  beaft,  and  ihould  fee  the 
blood  upon  the  houfes  of  the  Ifraditesy  he  might  fpare 
the  Grft-born  of  both  fora  that  belonged  to  them, 
(Ex.  iii<  7*  is,  13*) 

29  To  conclude  the  account  of  the  wonderful  efiVcis 
of  Mofes*&  faith,  which  brings  the  whole  affair  of  Ifi 
rasPs  deliverance  out  of  Egypt  to  its  final  and  happy 
period,  It  was  principally  by  means  of  his  faith,  as  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  power  of  God  to  make  good  his  word 
of  promife,  in  a  way  of  obedience  to  his  command, 
that  when  he  ordered  him  to  lift  up  bis  rod ,  dnd jlretch 
out  his  hand  over  the  feay  he  did  fo  f  $  and  thereupon 
the  Lord,  in  a  miraculous  manner,  enufed  tbe  fca  to  go 
hack  by  a  ft  r on  graft  -wind  all  that  nighty  and  divided  hi 
waters*  in  fo  much  that  the  if  rarities ,  encouraged  by 
this  aftonifhmg  appearance  of  God  for  them,  followed 
their  leader,  and  went  after  him  into  the  midft  of  the 
Red  fed)  as  upon  dry  ground  t  and  the  waters  were  a 
wall  unto  them  on  their  right  handy  and  on  their  left* 
(Ex,  xiv.  1 6f  ai,  2J*)  •till  tbey  all  pafftd  fivee 
from  the  Egyptian  to  the  Arabian  fltore,  without  the 
lofs  of  one  foul  among  them,  (fee  Umverfel  Hiftory, 
Vuh  1*  page  505,  &c*  in  the  note,)  which  the  Egypti* 
a  ns*  Pharaoh  and  his  huge  hoft  of  chariots  2nd  horfe- 
men,  attempting  to  do,  as  vainly  prefuming  without  a 
divine  warrant,  which  Mqfes  had,  that  they  might  fuo 
ceed  therein  as  well  as  the  IfraeltteSy  were  overwhelm¬ 
ed  with  the  waters,  and  drowned  by  the  Tea's  returning 
to  its  ftrength*  and  covering  them ,  as  footi  as  Mofes 

Jlretcbrd 


NOTE, 


f  tier  f&jftd  through  the  Red-fe^  rdate* 
to  the.  cftiLton  of  ffiael,  who  were  fpokco 
of  in  the  preceding  veric ;  but  their  puffing 
through  it  by  fdlbt  V  am  ftrongly  inclined 
to  tmk  chiefly,  if  not  only,  to  Mo* 

fes  s  faith,  rather  than  to  their  own  :  For  it 
Li  only  the  eminent  effects  of  tit  faith,  that 
she  apoftie  speaks  of  ill  uUng  before,  from 
wr,  dfT  Jrn  to  this  mJc,  none  ^  which 
if  any  of  them  equalled  this ;  and 
the  gcixulity  of  ilitlihelitcs  are  reprint¬ 
ed  on  this  very  oocafion,  as  exceffivcly  unbe* 
taring  and  murmuring  and  no  way  com- 
aiiodable  for  tiKir  fcitli,  wfatfoever  fame 
few  tmongfl  (hem,  fnch  at  Caleb  and  Jn- 
flua  might  ta  (S«  Ex,  xiy-  10  And 

ytt  up.m  wfm  Mofc«  fuitrt«r  told  them  front 

Vot.  V.  i 


the  Lord  to  filence  thrir  fears,  and  uponi 
their  Jcctne  the  waters  miracuhnifly  divide  at 
Wt  ftretening  out  his  hand  with  the  rod  in 
it,  (fer*  *3,-15,)  their  faith  was  Gj  far  re-' 
vittd  n  to  enewtrage  theoi  to  venture  into 
the  broad  open  channel  of  the  fca  after  him, 
who  probably*  entered  into  it  firfl  as  their 
leader :  But  then  the  deliverance  wm 
wrought,  rather  in  anfwer  to  his  faith,  tharx 
theirs,  in  their  parting  through  the  Rcd»fca* 
—Thh  was  called  the  M-fit no:  from  any 
ttintft  of  its  waters  or  land,  «  feme  ima¬ 
gine;  bet  fc  took  that  Tt 4 roe  from  its  waft¬ 
ing  the  holders  of  EfaiT*  country,  who  was 

called  Kd$mt  which  fignifics  rt  (£«  WelPs 
Geography  of  the  Old  Teftaaicnt^  vol*  U> 
P*  poj— pjO 

Cc 
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30  By  faith  the 
w:il]5  of  Jericho 
fell  down*  afier 
they  weje  com* 
puffed  about  fcren 
days. 


jt  By  fifth  the 
the  harlut  Rahib 
periled  not  with 
them  that  belie*- 
ed  nolt  when  [be 
had  recced  the 
ifi^s  with  peace. 


ft  retched  forth  his  band  over  it  again,  by  a  fecond  com-- 
roand,  which  the  Lord  gave  him  fc  to  do  ;  aod  there 
remained  not  fo  much  as  ooe  of  them  alive,  (£jc.  xiv. 
23, — 28.)  y  which  was  a  juft  retaliation  Cor  the  edict 
that  ordered  all  the  male  children  of  If  rad  to  be  drown¬ 
ed.  {Exod.  i.  22*) 

30  To  add  another  particular,  or  two,  of  the  emi¬ 
nent  fruirs  of  faith,  It  was  by  means  of  the  faith  ot 
JaJbua%  Caleb,  and  others,  (in  the  afterwards  more  be* 
Jieving  generation  than  the  former  had  been)  whereby 
they  depended  upon  the  promife,  power,  and  veracity 
of  God  for  giving  them  poflelRon  of  the  land  of  Cana* 
any  that  when,  according  to  his  command,  the  priefts 
on  the  ftvemh  day  blew  with  the  trumpets  of  rams 
horns,  and  the  people  gave  a  loud  (hour,  the  walls  of 
Jericho,  a  fortified  city,  miraculoufly  felt  down  flat  to 
the  ground,  not  by  any  efficacy  in  the  blowing  and 
fhouting  thcmfrlves,  or  by  any  human  force  whitfo* 
ever*  but  merely  by  the  immediate  power  of  God, 
which  was  exerted  for  that  purpofe,  at  the  very  inftant 
of  ihts  appointed  ftgnal;  and  a  breach  was  thereby 
made  wide  enough  for  the  army  of  Ifrast  to  go  ftrait 
forward,  and  enter  into  the  city,  and  take  it  without 
obltru&ion*  (See  Jofb .  vi*  1,-26.) 

31  It  was  by  faith  in  the  God  of  lfraeU  as  the  Lord 
of  heaven  and  earth  who  bad  given  the  land  of  Ctt- 
naan  to  ins  favourite  people,  that  Rahab,  though  flic 
was  a  (StntiUy  and  had  been  (^M)  a  whorith  woman, 
efcaped,  together  with  all  her  family,  the  general  flaugh- 
ter  which  was  made  of  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of 


Jerichoy  (Jot  vi.  21, — zj.)  that  obftinately  disregarded, 
and  rebelled  againft,  though  their  hearts  melted  and 
were  filled  with  terror  at,  the  credible  accounts  which 

they 

N  O  T  1. 


*  Here  it  tniy  be  proper  to  ob&rvc,  that 
ibe  ejSritfiij  /i>,  which  Kahab  the  hit  fol  told 
for  preserving  the  fp^cs,  j-uf  ii.  — 7.  w« 
the  effect,  not of  her  Jailb,  but  of  her  fiitjttl 
dread  of  the  kin^s  wr^th.  Thii  tie  of  Ijci's 
wai  by  no  means  juftiG^Uc  in  any  confiftcn* 
cy  u-'nh  the  eternal  Uw  of  truth,  and  the 
confidence  that  ought  to  be  maintained  be- 
tween  man  and  mao  ;  but  it  was  no  overt 
to  our  upoftici  purpufeio  take  any  notice  of 
tbiii  id  a  difccnric  about  the  excellent  and 
wonderful  effccu  of  faith,  than  it  would 
h**e  been  to  mention  die  prevarication  and 
falfioci  that  were  vfed  for  impaling  upon 
Hiac.  to  procure  hit  blcfSng  for  Jacob  in- 
IUhI  of  (fee  die  note  on  vet.  10.)'  or 

thin  to  bate  mentioned  jizjttl  infirmities  *  that 
venr  mixed  with  the  faith  of  other  periotic, 
who  fUnd  in  this  lift,  And  tho*,  as  Rahab 


was  afterwards  incorporated  with  the  church 
of  Tfrad,  and  married  to,  and  by  that 
became  hcrfrlf  one  of  the  anccflurs  of  the 
Mdfiah,  (Mtf.  L  5.)  we  may  *cll  fuppofc* 
that  then,  at  teaft,  (he  repented,  and  be¬ 
lieved  m  him  for  the  pardon  of  thi»  and  ali 
her  other  fins,  and*  for  jufttficacion  to  eter¬ 
nal  Hft,  Vet  it  appears  to  me  that  her  faith 
We  fpoken  pft  and  proved  tq  be  Jtnotix  by 
her  ewe  of  thefpie*,  related  not  10  her  *V>=- 
ritual  and  eternal  falmion;-  (foe  the  note  o.; 
James  ii.  a).}  but  only  to  the  temporal  fiU* 
ty  of  hcrfolf  and  family,  at  (be  really  be¬ 
lieved,  according  to  the  report  (he  W 
beard,,  tbit  the  "  Jehovah  of  Uriel  wai  xU 
“  God  of  heaven  above,  and  in  the  eariV 
*«  beneath*  and  had  givex  them  that  land/ 
(Jolh,  il*  ^  13-) 


Cb.ii* 


3%  At>d  whit 
Ault  1  mote  Jay: 
for  the  time 
would  fail  me  to 
ttU  of  Gfcfeon, 
Ando/ Barak,  and 
j/Samion,  and  0/ 
Jephthah,  a/  Da- 
Vtd  alfo  and  S** 
mud,  and  9/  lJic 
prepbetj 1 


The  fipijtic  to  the  Hebrews  pdr&phrdftd*  4°J 

they*,  as  well  a &  Rahab,  bad  heard  of  God's  wonderful 
appearances  for  Ifratl ?  and  of  his  having  affured  them, 
and  confirmed  it  by  the  miraculous  deliverances  and 
vi&ortes  he  had  already  given  them,  tbit  Jerieho%  to* 
gether  with  the  reft  ot  the  land,  (hould  he  put  into 
their  poflefliem;  ( JoJb .  ii.  9, — iu)  And  when,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  the  Cana anittf)  through  their  diibbedi- 
ence  and  unbelief,  fought  to  deft  ray  the  two  fpies, 
which  Jofbua  fent  rotate  a  furvey  of  the  ftate  of  things 
among  them*  this  pious  woman  gave  evident  proof  of 
the  fincemy  and  power  of  her  faith,  by  receiving  thofe 
meffengers  into  her  houfe,  and  entertaining  them  in  a 
kind  and  friendly  manner,  and  taking  care  of  them, 
that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies, 
who,  by  order  of  the  king  of  Jericho^  made  ftriii  in¬ 
quiry  after  them,  that  they  might  apprehend  and  kill 
them,  of  deliver  them  up  to  him*  ( Jojh ,  it*  1,  17.} 

32  And  what  further  inftances  of  the  power  and  tri¬ 
umphs  of  faith  need  1  add  after  all  thefc  that  have 
been  already  infilled  upon?  It  would  be  aim  oft  cndlefe 
to  recite,  and  enlarge  upon  the  many  others,  that: 
might  he  named*  I  fti all  therefore  onlyjuit  mention 
fome  of  them*  which  from  the  facred  hiftury  ye  may 
eafily  recollect  f  For  it  is  more  than  my  time,  and  the 
defigned limits  of  this  eptftic  would  admit  of*  to  go  in¬ 
to  a  particular  narrative  of  the  faith  of  Gideon  #  and  its 
Wonderful  eftefts,  who  believed  and  obeyed  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God  to  him,  to  throw  down  ths  altar  of  Bdal* 
and  cut  down  ibe  grove  that  was  by  #V5  and  build  auothcr 
altar  to  tbe^Lord  his  God%  asalfo  to  engage,  with  only 
three  hundred  men,  the  vail  army  of  the  Midianites* 
confiding  of  an  hundred  thirty-five  theufand,  in  confi¬ 
dence  of  God's  promile  of  viftory,  which  was  miracu- 
loufly  obtained  only  by  the  blowing  of  trumpets,  break¬ 
ing  of  pitchers,  and  carrying  lamps,  and  giving  alhout* 

accord- 


N  o 

*  fht  peribns  uuntionud  in  this  verfe  are 
hot  recited"  juft  in  the  order  of  time  in 
which  they  lived,  that  being  of  no  intpor- 
tioce  to  the  ipoftlt’s  argument  t  For  Barufe 
lived  before  Gideon,  and  Sanfon  before 
jephthah,  and  Samuel  before  David ;  nor 
are  the  cfic£h  of  thefc  faith  laid  dotfn  la  the 
following  verts,  with  anytsrert  reference  to 
them  Isi  the  fame  order  in  which  he  bu  here 
named  them,  as  tltough  the  firft  of  elide 
were  to  be  applied  to  the  fill!)  of  the 
fir  ft  of  theft  perfgus,  and  lh«  neat  to  the 
toad,  and  loon  i  nor  ore  they  all  to  be  con- 
bued  to  thele  particular  perfonf,  much  Left 
ire  they  d!  to  be  afeuhert  to  anv  one  of 

'  C  c 


T 

them.  It  was  firffident  that  theft  nnlde  ef¬ 
fect*  of  faith  were  found  in  one  or  other  of 
the  Old  TeAame:)t*ftiats;  and  ih;ipdl!c*s 
promifcuoufl/  felling  down  ieycryl  pertboa 
aJ^togctier  fjy  us  ire  with  in  intimation  of 
many  more;  and  then  reciting  *he  products 
of  thefc  ftiiit  in  a  clnflw  <>-  them,  wfth  oc- 
ly  juft  mcntionirii  them,  war  'admirably  tuft¬ 
ed  to  give  os  the  more  ftrikiu  g  and  afTcdling 
tier  of  the  efficacy  of  fjfch,  a*  it  appeared 
it)  theft  various  fruits  of  ft,  .tfid  was  found 
among  fo  many  believer;',  leaving  ft  io  out 
own  thoughts  to  enlarge  upon  dum  **  i* 
the  pmphnft. 
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according  to  the  ditine  command,  faying,  The  /-word 
of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon,  (Judg.  vi.  t4,  25, — sf.  and 
vii.  17,' — 25.  and  viii.  10.}  And  the  faith  of  Barak , 
who,  depending  on  God’s  promife  by  the  prophetefs 
Deborah,  obtained  with  only  ten  thoufand  men  a  glorious 
victory  over  the  vaftly  fuperior  and  formidable  army  of 
Jabin,  the  Ganaanitifh  king,  commanded  by  Siferah. 
(judges  iv.  4,  7, — 16.)  And  the  faith  of  Sampfon, 
who,  being  the  judge  of  Ifraet ,  believed  the  Lord 
would  be  with  him  when  his  fpirit  came  upon  him,  as- 
2  fpirit  of  might  and  courage,  and  enabled  him  to  (lay 
thirty  PhiUJiines,  and  afterward,  three  thoufand  of 
thofe  enemies  to  the  State  and  to  God  himfelf,  at  his 
death.  {Judg.  xiv.-  ip,  and  xvi.  37, — 30.)  And  the 
faith  of  Jephtha ,  who  believed  that  God,  who  had  de¬ 
livered  Ifraet  from  other  enemies,  and  whofe  fpirit 
came  upon  him,  as  a  fpirit  of  courage,  would  drive  out 
the  Ammonites  before  him  ;  and  the  Lord  delivered 
them  into  his  hands,  infomuch  that  they  were  entirely 
fubdued.  ( Judg .  xi.  23,-33.)  And  the  faith  of  David, 
the  man  after  God’s  own  heart,  and  the  moft  excellent 
king  of  Ifrael,  who  in  times  of  the  greatelt  danger 
trufted  in  the  promifes  of  God  to  bring  him  to  the 
throne;  and  all  along  afterward,  generally  fpeaking,  to 
his  dying  day,  maintained  a  firm  and  humble  depen¬ 
dence  upon  the  Lord  to  fulfil  his  covenant  with  him. 
(2  Sam.  xxiii.  1, — 5.}  And  the  faith  of  Samuel,  that 
eminent  prophet,  who  believed  that  there  ihould  be  a 
performance  of  every  thing  which  had  been  told  him 
from  the  Lord,  whether  in  a  way  of  judgment  or  mer¬ 
cy,  and  that  miracles  fhould  be  wrought  in  confirma¬ 
tion  of  it,  which  accordingly  came  to  pafs,  (t  .Sam.  xii. 
16,-25.)  And  the  faith  of  our  holy  prophets,  too 
many  to  be  particularly  fpecifivd,  which  i$  recorded  in 
the  writings  of  the  Old  Teflamenr,  both  with  relation 
to  the  great  things  that  Tome  of  them  did,  and  others 
bravely  fuf'ered,  under  the  power  of  it. 

% 5  Who  th rough  33  As  to  what  great  things  they  did.  Some  of  them, 
doml^wwu'ln  means  of  thetr  faith,  which  animated  them  in  the 
rightwiu'ncii,  ob.  caufe  of  Gcd,  reduced  many  nations  into  fubje£tion  to 
taioed  promt  -  Ifraet ,  according  to  the  promifrs  made  to  them;  foch 

moathsTfbons1*  85  J°fDUai  wh°  fubdued  all  the  kingdoms  in  Canaan, 
and  David,  who  fubdued  tbc  Moabites,  Syrians,  and 
Edomites ,  and  other  nations  round  about.  {Jofb.  viii. 
1,  z.  and  2  Sain-,  viit,  2,  6,  n,  12,  14.}  Others  of 
them,  from  a  principle  of  faith,  not  Only  performed 
a£ts  of  moral  righteoufnefs  in  their  private  capacities, 
but  alfoTuied  rightecafly  in  their  public  characters,  as 


Cfa. 
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did  Samuel,  while  he  judged  J/rael,  and  could  appea^ 
to  the  people  for  the  equity  and  impartiality  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  {1  Sam.  vii.  15, — 17,  and  xit,  3  );  nndlXi- 
vid,  who  m  his  public  adminiftration  difcounteoanced 
every  kind  of  iniquity*  cut  otF  all  wicked  disers,  and 
fet  his  eyes  upon  the  faithful  of  the  land,  that  they 
might  dwell  with  him  and  ferve  him,  (Pf.  ci.  through¬ 
out.)  Others  of  them,  by  means  of  their  faith  in  the 
promifes,  which  God  gave  them  of  his  remarkably  ap¬ 
pearing  for  them,  and  doing  great  things  by  them  f, 
obtained  the  a  flux!  accomplijbmeni  of  thofe  promifes. 
Others  of  them,  through  faith  in  God,  as  the  only  living 
and  true  God,  defeated  and  put  a  Hop  to  rhe  rage  of  de¬ 
vouring  Hons?  as  Daniel  did,  when,  for  his  fidelity  to 
his  God,  he  was  caff  into  the  lions  den,  but  fuffered'  no 
harm,  (Dan.  vi.  22,  23-);  and  as  David  flew  one  lion, 
and  Benaiah  another.  (1  Sam.  xvii.  35,  3 6,  and  2 
Sam.  xxiii.  20. 

*4  Quenched  ^  Ot]ieT5  0f  them,  by  means  of  their  faith,  as  truft- 
fif«,  i1j«  >nS  m  the  Lord,  and  committing  themfeives  to  his  fo- 

edgeof  thefword,  rtreign  difpofals  in  thedifeharge  of  their  duty,  reftrain* 
cut  of  ucakocfs  ?r|  an(t  bound  up  the  force  and  fury  of  (Lining  fire,  as 
*as»T  wfiaatTn  eff  jfiuiHy  for  their  own  prefervation  from  it,  as  if  it  had 
fishi,  iHfi-.eJ  to  betn  actually  quenched  j  an  eminent  inflance  of  which 
flijjhr  the  armies  we  have  in  the  three  young  men,  Shadrach ,  Mefoach, 
ot  the  aliens.  an,|  /fbcihicgc,  who,  for  their  refoluiely  refufing  to 
■worfhip  the  golden  image  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
fet  up,  were  call  into  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  fevea 
times  hotter  than  it  was  wont  to  be  made,  and  after 


having  continued  for  fome  time  in  it,  they  came  out 
unhurt;  infomuch  that  not  a  hair  of  ihnr  heads  *.as 
ftnged,  (Dan.  iii.  13,-27.)  Others  of  them,  through 
faith  in  the  divine  protection,  bs  attending  the  ufe  of 
proper  means,  retreated,  and  got  away  from  the;  reach 
and  power  of  the  fwnrd  ci  cruel  tyrants,  who  fought  to 
deftroy  them,  as  Elijah  did  from  Jezebel,  whm  flic 
fwarc  that  (he  would  take  away  his  life,  (t  Kings  xix. 
2,  3.)  Others  were  recovered  from  ficktiefs,  as  xfeze- 
hi  ah  was,  (a  Kings  xx.  1,-7.)  or  being  weak  in  them* 
felves,  and  in  companion  with  the  forces  of  tbeir  ene- 
faies,  were  never!  hei  els,  thro’  faith  in  their  Cion, 

furpiifmgly 
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f  The  prom'ifes  here  mtiit  fern  to  r-h'e  throne  of  ffrad;  end  fa  their  obtaining 
■  0  p^ni-uiar  profiles  wrn-h  were  ir i'!e  the  aeeonjdilUinsnt  of  the  proiares  of  this 

00  tptcial  important  occasions  to  fceeril  fort  is  no  way  ine-niiltert  wi  tl  its  Leinjj 
P'.di)Dt,  ftich  is  ihofe  to  Jolhua,  Gide-  laid,  ver  5?-  ihat  “  ihv>-  received  not  the 
on,  and  others,  that  O11.7  lliould  pi*  **  prym-Ie:1'  for  that  leisiss  to  the  jtrmd 
remarkable  and  complete  vWtortrs  over  the  pion'.ife  of  Gotl’S  railing  up  th<*  Meiiieii, 
enemies  aojinrt  whom  God  lent  them  ;  and  wfcidt  *aj  nol  fulfilled  tu  ifcrir  day. 
to  JJayid,  .that  he  fhooid  he  railed  to  the 
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Jl  Women  it* 
their  dead 
r4ifed  to  life  a- 
5  and  ('fhcri 
*****  tunured  , 
J>os  accepting 
iiver4Dcc  ,  tint 
tftt*  might  ob¬ 
tain  a  better  rt- 
ijirreaioa. 


ftirprifingjy  ftrengthened  to  maintain  their  ground  a* 
gain  ft  them,  and  even  to  overcome  them  :  They  grew 
amazingly  courageous,  bold,  daring,  and  fuccdafti]  in 
battle  ;  in  fiances  of  which  we  have  in  Gideon*  (fee  the 
parapbrafe  on  ver.  3a.)  and  in  David*  who  trufling  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  of  holts,  Hew  Goliah,  the  mon* 
ftrous  champion  of  the  Pbiliji ipes,  (t  Sam.  ivii.  45, — 
51.) ;  fq  that,  contrary  to  all  human  probability,  they, 
in  the  ftrength  of  their  faith  drove  their  enemies  back, 
and  forced  the  numerous  armies  of  the  nationaof  ftrange 
languages,  and  of  different  manners  and  religion,  to 
flee  before  them. 

3;  As  to  the  weaker /ex  \  Even  pious  women,  by 
means  nf  their  faith,  had- their  dead  children  micacu- 
loufly  reftored  to  them  by  a  refurre&iou  to  the  prefent 
life  again,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  widow  of  Zarepbath , 
whole  Ton  was  recovered  from  death  to  life  by  the  faith 
of  Elijah*  whom  the  believed  to  be  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord,  (t  Kings  xvii.  13, — 24.) ;  and  the  iSAimjrruVi/i 
woman,  whole  Ton  alfo  was  brought  to  life  from  the 
dead,  by  the  faith  of  EUfba,  and  that  according  to  her 
faith.  (2  Kingt  xiv,  18,-7-37.)  All  tbefe  are  eminent 
in ftances  of  the  noble  atchievemems  of  faith,  in  the 
great  things  that  were  done*  and  the  rich  advantages 
that  were  obtained  by  it.  And  its  power  and  efficacy 
is  nolefs  confpicuous  in  what  others  have  been  enabled 
to  hear  and  fvj/er  witb  holy  fortitude,  by  means  of 
their  faith.  Maoy  believers  were  fo  ftrengthened  and 
animated  by  their  faith,  as  to  endure  the  greatefl  tor¬ 
tures  with  exemplary  patience,  for  the  fake  of  a  good 
conscience.  They  freely  fybmttted  to  the  fevereft  tor¬ 
ments,  even  unto  death,  by  various  methods  of  cruel¬ 
ty,  (Tome  of  which  (hall  be  pointed  out,  (tw.  37.}  as 
foon  as  we  have  taken,  notice,  {ver.  .36.)  of  another  fort 
of  trials  that  were  fuftained  by  faith.)  Thefe  noble 
martyrs  courageoufly  endored  the  matt  exqui/iie  pvnijh- 
menti  to  the  lofs  of  life  itfeif,  and  bore  up  with  heroic 
faith  and  patience  under  them  +  ;  they  rather  choofing 
to  fubmit  to  the  worft  of  them  all,  than  to  accept  of  a 
rdcafe  from  them  upon  any  difhonourable  terms,  as 
having  ip  yjew  and  hope  a  bkffed  refui  region  to  eterr 

nal 
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t  Tortured  war  refer,  nor  (p  any  particu¬ 
lar'  fort  of  ponitbmeni,  that  «u  inflicted, 
fitflcicnt  from  thofe  exemplified,  ver.  37. 
which,  as  every  ooe  knows,  cr.utl  needs  have 
l;cen,  molt  of  them  at  leaft,  extremely  tor- 
nfflinj.  And  I  rather  chute  to  lake  it  in 
thia  light,  than  to  hare  rccourje,  with  the 
generality  of  interpreters,  to  the  Apocryphal 


T  E. 

books  for  inflation  of  (<»roe  pcctdbr  fiirt  of 
tenures;  Gnceail  the  other  inft^ncts,  refer¬ 
red  to  in  this  catalogue,  might  lie  eolkced 
from  the  am  hen  tic  Script  irres  of  the  Old 
Tedament.  (See  Mr  H  si  let's  fopplanent  to 
Mr  Pierce,  whom  I  have  Mknvei  in  tsauy 
of  the  particular:!  hue  referred  re.) 
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nal  life,  which  is  incomparably  better  than  any  deli* 
verance  in  this  world  from  the  great  el  t  pains  of  death* 
that  could  be  infli&ed  upon  them  ;  and  is  every  way 
better  than  a  refurreclion  to  a  temporal  life,  which  the 
fons  of  the  two  good  women,  hut  now  referred  to,  re¬ 
ceived  by  means  of  the  faith  of  their  refpc£tive  mothers, 
and  of  the  two  prophets. 

34  And  others  36  There  were  others  of  the  faithful  I/raclHes,  who 
imxkinl*0r  **nd  entk)re^  fcveral  trials  of  their  faith  in  various  ways, 
ftwarsTnjt’.  yra  though  not  unto  death  }  fuch  as  {cornful,  ludicrous  in- 
moKovcr ,  of  futts,  and  ignominious  derifions,  which 

brndimdiupri-  cannot  but  grate  upon  generous  minds,  like  thofe  that 
Ifaac  met  with  from  Jjbmaety  and  Etijba  from  the  rude 
and  faucy  children,  or  young  men.  of  Bethel.  Gen . 

xxi.  9.  and  2  Kings  ii.  23.)  And  others  underwent  the 
fevere  difciplinc  of  being  unmercifully  beaten  and  a- 
bufed  for  their  profeiTion  of,  and  adherence  to  their 
God;  fuch  as  our  Lord  refers  to,  faying,  Some  that 
were  Cent  to  the  Jews*  were  beaten  or  fedurged:  {Mark 
xii.  3,  5  #.)  Yea,  over  and  above  all  this,  there  were 
fome,  who,  for  the  fame  glorious  caufe,  were  enrfclcd, 
by  their  faith,  to  bear  with  patience  the  heavy  chains 
and  fetters  that  were  put  upon  them,  and  all  the 
hard Ihtps  of  being  thrown  into  jails  and  dungeons; 
fuch  as  yofephy  Sampfim,  Micaiah  and  Jeremiah,  (Gen.- 
xxxtx.  ao.  and  xl.  3.  Judg.  xvi.  ai.  t  Kings  xxii.  27. 
and  ver.  xxxvii.  15.) 

Th<r  were  37  As  to  thofe  that  were  tortured  to  death,  not  ac* 
ftanci,  ch«y wtrt  cepting  deliverance,  (ver.  35.  fee  iht  note  there,) 
;,r“nnd=r.  ’  fome  of  them,  through  the  ftedfaftnefs  and  lively  exer- 
wtn  A«o  with  cite  of  their  faun,  gave  themfdves  up  to  be  1  toned  to 
tii«  fworYir:  they  death  for  their  religion  ;  fuch  as  Naboth,  (i  Kings  xxi, 
iT"1w an<*  Zcchanah,  the  fon  of  Jefoiadn,  (2  Chron. 
and  goat  •  (kins  **iv.  20,  21.)  and  thofe  referred  to  by  our  hleflVd  Lord, 
being  dtftitnte,  {Mat.  xxiii.  37.)  Others  of  them  cheerfully  underwent 
ijjuited, lamtm*  t^e  cflK]ty  0f  an  execution,  by  their  bodies  being  fawn 
through  the  middle  f,  a  barbarity  that  was  too  often 

ufed 
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*  Trial  of  (pcxnyt j>)  h  in-  Ii  d*  And  Jcromon  If  W\L  i,  fprak* 

deed  a  different  uor<l  from  that  *hich  b  cf  it  u  *  moft  certain  tradition,  that 
tendered,  Mirk  xlu  j,  s *  and  *  14  Iimh  fown  ;» fonder  with  a  wooden 

(fiir^ir  atk!  but  they  arc  fomtftimci;  faw-«  Juttin  Mariyr  abb,  in  his  diabolic 

wed  promiicu noil jf  one  far  the  other-  {See,  with  Trypho,  (p  34,5*  Paris  edit*  tdjO 
and  compare  the  Greek  in  Mar.  x*  17.  and  taxes  the  Jen1*  with  lining  expunged  a  pai* 
xxiii-  J4*  Mark  xiiLjt*  am)  Afoxrv.  37/)  f? $c  ©at  of  live  Old  TefUmem,  letotinj* 

f  In  this  ro 44i t\«r  JcwiJfr  tradition  (a word*  ,f  tothcdcaih  of  IJaiah,  whom  thq-  cut  a- 
i'gro  the  Baby  Lonifh  and  Jercblcm  Talmud)  **  funder  with  a  woutkn  faw.”  And  ttwre* 
fays,  the  prophet  Ifabb  wat  put  to  death  by  fore  this  is  rh&inituicc  of  ihiu  kind  (jf  death 
the  order  of  King  Manaitch,  who  ww  a  which  i!u;  apoftle  is  01 oft  generally  thought 
wicked  and  inhuman,  as  wvll  as  an  Hah-  to  refer  to* 
fj.ous  prince,  a*  appears  from  a  Kit^sax.  j , 
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ufed  among  the  ancients.  {2  Sam.  xii.  3:.  and  1  Chron . 
xs.  3.)  By  the  near  profpc£t»  of  fuch  terrible  deaths, 
as  well  as  by  various  ocher  trials,  many  confcflbrs  and 
martyrs  were  forely  tempted  to  deny  their  God,  and 
worfnii)  idols,  which  (had  they  complied  with  the  offers 
of  their  enemies)  might  have  fared  them  front  thofc 
calamities :  But,  through  the  vigaur  and  flcdfaftnrfs 
of  their  faith,  they  rather  chofe  to  fuffer  the  worftthat 
men  could  do  to  them,  than  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  an  abo¬ 
minable  fin.  Some  of  them,  who  continued  faithful 
to  their  God,  notwit hftar ding  all  the  alluring  and  me¬ 
nacing  attempts  of  the  wicked  to  drive  them  away  from 
him,  were  cut  off  hy  the  fword  of  tyrants  ;  fuch  as  the 
holy  prophets  of  the  Lord  by  the  fword  of  Jezebel,  ([ 
Kings  six.  10.)  and  Uriah,  the  Ton  of  Shemai&b,  who 
was  fljin  by  the  fword  of  king  Jehoiakim,  (Jer.  xxvi. 
20, — 33.)  And  there  were  fame  noble  confeflbrs,  who, 
though  not  put  to  death,  were  fubjefted  to  the  greauft 
hardihips  in  life;  They  were  not  permitted  to  have  any 
fettled  abode  j  but  were  forced  to  feu  Ik  about,  like  va¬ 
gabonds,  from  place  to  place;  fomeclothed  with  (beep- 
flcins,  and  others  with  goat-Ikins,  or  rough  garments 
with  the  wool  or  hair  upon  them,  to  keep  them  warm, 
and  defend  them  againft  the  inclemency  of  the  wind, 
cold,  and  rain  ;  fuch  as  the  garments  that  Elijah  and 
John  the  Baptifi  wore,  (i  AYngi  i.  8.  and  Mat.  iii.  4.) 
ami  they  were  contented  with  fuch  mean  covering,  as 
being  deprived  of  all  other  common  conveniences  and 
comforts  of  this  life,  as  Elijah  was,  (1  Kings  xvii,  6, 
7.  and  xix.  4, — 7.)  and  being  preffed  with  many  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  very  ill-treated  by  various  forts  of  abufes, 
as  Alojes,  Day  id,  and  multitudes  of  others 


were. 


}9  (Of  whnm 
fhe  wnrld  vras  not 
worthy;)  they 
WiB^jrcd  in  do 
farts,  ipd  in 
mountains,  am!  it r 
den;  and  caves  of 
tfcf  faith* 


38  They  were  looked  upon,  and  dealt  with  by  their 
enemies,  as  though  they  were  the  peft  of  their  day,  not 
fit  foi  human  fociety,  or  to  be  fuftered  to  live  upon 
earth;  but,  in  reality,  they  were  in  themfeives,  ami  in 
God's  account,  fuch  excellent  perfons,  that  the  wicked 
men  of  this  world  did  >not  deferre  to  have  fo  great  a 
bMUng  among  them,  as  their  holy  convention  and 
admonitions,  warnings  and  prayers  might  have  be<*>t  to 
them :  In  judgment  therefore  to  them,  as  well  as  for 
the  trial  of  their  own  faith,  they,  under  the  permiflion, 
direftion,  and  care  of  divine  providence,  wandered  a- 
bout  from  one  place  to  another  for  fafety  in  obicureand 
fnlitary  parts  of  the  wildernefs,  like  Elijah ,  who  fled  for 
Jiis  life  from  the  cruel  hands  of  Jezebel ,  (t  Kings  *ix. 

4.) ;  and  in  uninhabitedmountains,  like  David,  ho 

fled 
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fled  for  his  life  from  the  perfections  ofr  Sau/t  while  he 
hunted  him*  as  one  dots  a  partridge  in  the  mountains ; 
(l  Sam*  xxiii.  14,-26*  and  xxvi,  20,)  And  fomi> 
times  tlv-Y  were  forced  to  betake  rhemfrives  to  holes  and 


caverns  of  the  earth,  rhe  ufual  receptacles  of  wild  beafts, 
to  hide  themfetves  from  the  wi Ider  rage  of  blood-third/ 
men,  as  David  did  to  the  cave,  of  Jfdut!amy  (1  Sam* 
sxii,  I.)  and  as  an  Jiundfctl  piophrt*  of  the  Lord  were 
hid  in  caves  by  Ohaduih%  and  as  Elijah  concealed  him* 
fdf  in  a  cave  to  eicape  the  Jury  of  the  wicked  Jezebel^ 
(1  'Kings  XYiii*  4*  and  xix*  9.)  ;  but  their  faith  fupport* 
cd  them  under,  earned  them  through,  and  made  them 
victorious  over  all  thd’e  fcYdrities  and  hardfliip*. 
ill  Wh«?o'tt*ob*  39  And  all  thefe  ancient  faints  and  fervauts  of  God, 
tu'nui  *?oSj  rc-  as  was  faid  in  car  entrance  cn  this  dlfcourfe  concerning 
pwt  iW  faith,  them,  {ver*  2 *)  have  received  an  honourable  tclttmony 
'wHfc**01  thC  ^rorn  (#tarfrw*HcS*m*)  in  tbeir  refpefkive  generations, 

'  and  in  the  infallible  records  of  the  facrcd  oracles,  that 

are  handed  down  to  us,  relating  to  the  fignal  obedience, 
fuflerings,  and  achievements,  which  they  were  anima- 
cd  to  by  means  of  the  ftedfaftnefs  and  lively  exercife  of 
xhrir  faith,  which  not  only  realized,  and  irufted  in  the 
promifes  and  providence  of  God,  with  refpeft  to  their 
particular  circum fiances ;  but  many  of  them,  at  leaft, 
relied  upon  the  great  promife  of  the  Mefliah,  which 
they  embraced  by  faith,  and  had  the  benefit  of,  for  the 
falvation  of  their  own  fouls  5  and  yet  never  received 
the  actual  accompliilnnent  of  this  promife  itfelf  *,  fo 
as  to  live  to  fee  the  exhibition  of  CbriJt  in  the  fleOi  to 


44  Gud baring 
divided  iijrufi 
things  for 
n^ttiaufiey  with- 
(  u:  u*  fhouhl  not 
U;  \um}c  perfect. 


fulfil  the  work  of  redemption,  and  introduce  all  the 
glories  of  the  gofpeLftate,  that  depended  upon  ic,  and 
were  confequem  to  it. 

40  The  reafun  why  God  in  his  infinite  wifclom,  and 
fovereign  pleafure,  did  not  fulfil  the  promife  of  the 
MeJJiah  in  their  days  was,  btc-tufe  he  had  a  fore-view 
to,  ami  has  accordantly  provided  for  us, 

who  believe  in  Chfift  as  now  actually  come  in  the  flefli, 
this  better  thing  than  they  were  favoured  with  in 

their 


NOTES. 

*  The  prom  He  here  intended*  1  fake  to  Jie vers  rolled,  end  which  the  apoftle  I«in$ 
Ircthc  eminent  and  aN-rompreheulivepromife  to  have  had  imieh  in  h is  eye  id  fcveral  ot 
of  Chrift,  which  was  made  iromcdistrely  vux  ihe  fitrenwnifciicil  mfunces, 
the  fall  tn  our  firft  parents*  and  a'cerwarJ  to  +  J  ran  by  no  nv  sna think,  ax  feme  wordd 
Abraham,  relating  to  his  frod,  in  whom  *11  pertajilc  us,  shar  fi  the  better  thinj  nrovid* 
nations  ihuiJtd  hcblcfled,  Th:s  promhe,  be-  44  for  us/*  lebies  to  our  iWs  bcinjf  rcoeiv- 
rarir  lr  was  frequently  rep  cart'd  to  Mm,  b  *d  r;t«  heaven,  upon  their  leaving  the  body, 
called  the  prom i.e  that  be  received,  vrr,  it,;  which  they  fuppoic  the  believers  who  lived 
and  this  the  grand  promife,  in  which  \W  before  the  cewin^  %>f  Chrift  were  not  admit* 
the  prom i fc a  of  center,  and  on  whith  ted  to  J  bur  rha'  thrir  death  was  a  fla;e  of  in* 
the  frith  hope  of  the  Old  iJ'cdd,I#n:',,b*'  JcofibilUy.  They  a^rdingJy  hiicrprot  choft 
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t^eir  (fate  of  nonage  under  that  preparatory  difpenfa- 
tion,  rt>  the  end  that*  {*«}  as  the  law  made  noth  rtg per- 
fc£}f  hut  the  bringing  in  of  abetter  hopedid^  by  the  vthu  h 
ive  draw  nigh  to  Cod ,  (chap*  vii*  19,)  fo  their  (late  of  reli¬ 
gion,  worfhip,  and  privileges,  (Luke  x-  24  )  might  not 
be  perfeSed,  without  the  exhibition  of  Chrift  in  the 
fiefli,  which  they  defired,  and  we  now  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  ;  nor  without  his  blood,  righteoufnefs,  and 
grace,  which  appear  in  all  their  light  and  glory  under 
the  gorpeUdirpMifanon,  that  enfued  upon  his  coming 
for  pur  redemption  and  eternal  falvation,  as  well  as 
theirs,  that,  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift * 
w  might  he  Javed  even  as  they,  {/V&$  xv.  il) 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  a  noble  grace,  and  bow  ratenfirelv  ufeful  is  faith  !  It  as  certainly  be¬ 
lieves  the  reality  even  of  iaviliUe  tbhigs,  merely  upon  a  divine  teftimony,  as  if 
it  had  occuUr  demonftration  of  them  ;  and  as  effectually  gives  the  objefta  of  hope 
an  exiitrnce  in  tlie  mind  as  if  they  were  actually  urrient.  And  what  an  honour* 
able  tcfthnony  has  God  given  In  his  word  to  the  faith  of  the  t*ld  TcfUmerU-fabt* 
for  the  encouragement  uf  ours,  who  live  under  a  diipcftfarion  of  much  dearer 
light  and  grace  !  The  record  of  his  accepting  Abel  and  bis  offering,  as  prcfcnt- 
cd  by  faith  with  an  eye  to  the  atoning  facrincc  of  Chrift,  points  us  to  the  only 
way  of  a  tinner1 3  acceptance,  as  righteous  through  faith  in  him,  and  fo  he,  being 
dead,  ftili  bears  witnds  to  this  important  point.  What  high  favour  docs  God 
fhew  to  faithful  believers,  while  he  executes  righteous  judgments  on  the  ungodly 
world  l  Unlefs  we  realize  him  by  faith  as  the  only  living  and  true  GodT  and  as  in 
Chrift  the  gracious  rewarder  of  thofe  that  e&rneftly  feck  him,  *ti$  impofliblc  for 
us  to  plcafe  liim.  And  how  juftly  are  they  condemned  and  deftroyed,  like  the 
old  world,  who,  notwithftanding  all  God's  warnings  and  long-fufferiug,  perfift 

in 

NOTE. 

pafTagcs,  that  fpeak  of  thrir  bang  *f  no  re-  asthefe  gentlemen  fancy,  Ik  awakened  the 
“  membrance  of  God,  nor  p railing  him  in  fouls  of  all  the  food  men  that  had  died  be- 
**  the  grave,*  and  the  like,  as  meant  of  the  fore  him,  Chrift  rilbm  *he  day* of  his  mi- 
whole  pertim,  which  may  very  iiiusnaLly  t*-  niftry  fpake  of  thcaogrU  having  carried  La- 
htc  only  to  the  hody*_jr.uch  in  like  manner  xarus  into  Abraham's  boCbm  when  be  died, 
as  the  refurrectiou  from  ihe  dead,  at  the  (Lnke  xvi*  **-}  And  he  argued  from  Cod'* 
great  day,  figoifics  only  the  rcfuirection  of  calling  himfrif  <(  the  God  of  Abraham,  the 
the  body,  and  not  of  the  f »ul  Andfurtly  (t  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Jiroh/* 
thc  Pfalpid  expcctcdan  admillion  tn  heaven  thy  they  were  then  living  in  their  fouls,  « 
immediately  if  ter  his  deuh,  when  he  tidd,  writ  as  Omuid  have  a  refurrccdon  to  eternal 
(Pf,  lucut*  14,— atf.)  Thou  ihalt  guide  life;  It  nee  **  God  \%  not  the  God  of  the 
■*  me  with  thy  to unfd*  and  afterward  receive  *(  dead,  but  of  the  living;  for  they  all  live 
**  me  to  glory.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  *f  to  him/1  which  fuppules  a  coni  bud  Uv- 
44  but  thee?  and  there  is  none  npon  earth  ingexifteocc  of  their  ibuls  in  a  Rate  of  bp* 
44  that  l  defire  betides  thre.  My  tied)  and  pinriL  (dec  Luke  xx.  37,  39.  and  the  ncre 
4(  my  heart  fails;  but  God  is  the  ftrengthof  on  Mat,xrih  31.)  And  our  apofllefiiys,  in 
**  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever-**  And  the  chapter  before  ns,  w,  1 5,  '*  They  rfc- 
Golnmon,  fpeaVinc  of  death,  find,  **  Then  **  fired  a  better  country,  t!  it  it  an  heaven* 
44  ftiril  the  dn  ft  rerimi  to  the  earth  as  it  was;  **  ty  ;  wherefore  God  is  not  atbamed  to  be 
5E  and  the  fpirit  fhril  return  to  God  who  tl  tidied  thdr  God,  for  he  bath  prepared 
**  gave  it,*  (Ecch  xiL  7*)  Acroittingly  **  for  them  ft  cry,*1  (Sec  the  note  there,) 
Mofes,  who  was  not  tranfl-ted  i£  Enoch  and  This  therefore  cannot  be  the  “  better 
jtlias  were,  but  died,  (Deut,  xxriv*  j.)  sp-  **  that  he  bat  prepared*  fur  us:  hut  it  mule 
peared  with  Elias  in  the  mount  of  tran^n^  relait  to  fomethiDg  more  peculiar  to  tho 
gmaiion.  Mat-  xriL  3.  which  was  before  the  gofpcJ^fttte* 
dpath  and  reiurrtetion  of  our  Lord,  wheoY 


Ch.  ilu  The  EpiftU  to  the  Hebrews  paraphrafei*  4lt 

in  their  iniquities !  Gut  as  to  thofe  who,  like  Enoch  and  Noah,  walk  frith  God* 
as  heirs  of  the  rightcoulucfe  of  faith  ;  and,  like  Abraham^  reidily  obey  his  com¬ 
mands,  when  he  c*iL  them  to  leave  all  earthly  kindred  and  enjoyments,  and  re- 
fign  themfelm  up  to  nis  difpofal,  He,  in  performance  of  hts  promifes,  fometimea 
works  wonders  of  jrovidiV.ce  for  them,  and  will  lurely  give  them  an  eternal  in¬ 
heritance  in  the  glorious  heavenly  city  of  immoveable  foundations*  which  they  arc 
ft  t  king  and  looking  for,  and  God  himfelfis  the  builder  of*  and  has  prepared 'for 
them*  They  may  indeed  exprft  to  meet  with  great  trials,  in  the  way,  though 
not  equal  to  that  of  Abraham*  when  he  was  ordered  to  offer  up  his  only  begot¬ 
ten  ton.  But  what  Tweet  fupports  does  fjiith  give  under  them  J  And  how  lorrfe 
jhould  they  fit  from  this  world*  as  pilgrims  and  fl rangers  upon  earth,  that  arc 
defiring  and'traveDing  toward  heaven  as  their  proper  home,  and  incomparably 
better  country  than  any  on  es-.rt  hi  While  faith  looks  at  the  bit  fled  rtcompcnfe 
of  reward,  it  fortifies  us  apaiuft  the  fear  of  man,  and  alt  the  terrors  of  death  ;  and 
makes _us  choofe  thrift  >  and  even  a  ft; faring  lot  with  his  people,  rather  than  aJJ 
(he  riches,  honours,  and  plcafures  cf  this  tvanfitory  world,  in  hope  of  a  refuiTec- 
tion  to  eternal  life.--— -—With  what  fovcrcign  grace,  dues  God  give  faith  to  fomc 
of  the  moft  infamous  characters,  like  Rttkah  the  harlot,  and  fave  them,  while  o* 
th^rs,  like  the  reft  of  the  people  at  Jericho*  are  left  to  perifli  for  their  difobedi* 
jmOe  and  unbelief  !  How  numbrrlds,  and  in  a  manner,  endlera  are  the  inftance* 
of  the  power  of  faith  tor  exemplary  flittering,  as  well  as  doing  great  things*  with 
Arengtb  and  courage  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  !  And  how  different  is  God's  ac¬ 
count  front  that  of  ungodly  Turners,  concerning  eminent  taints  \  Though  the  wi o 
ked  and  propliaue  think  them  not  worthy  to  live*  God  often  thinks  them  too 
great  bteftings  to  continue  long  among  them*  And  how  much  greater  helps  have 
we  to  our  faith  under  the  New  Teft^mcnt-dirpenfation,  than  Old  Teftamcnt- be¬ 
lievers  had  for  theirs  i  Chrift,  and  ail  the  bfctfhigsof  the  gofpeU  are  now  exhibited 
ju  their  full  light  and  glory,  that  we  might  rnjnr  the  molt  perfect  ftate  of  gofpcl* 
worth  ip,  privileges,  and  advant^gt-s  on  earth,  tils  the- whole  feheme  of  divine  wif* 
dom  and  love  fhaU  be  fiinflied  in  heaven*  Thai  we,  together  with  Old  Tefta- 
nrteflb believer?,  foail  be  perfected  for  ever.  O  may  the  ftrength  and  activity  of 
our  faith  exceed  theirs,  id  proportion  to  our  richer  means  and  advantages  !  And 
may  we  die,  a*  well  ha  live,  in  vigorous  exertifes  of  it  ■ 
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The  apojllf  from  the  preceding  account  cf  the  faith  of  Old  Tcftamenibe- 
Invert,  wider  all  their  difficulties  y  exhorts  the  Hebrews  to  conjlancy 
and  perfiverancc  in  faith  and  patience^  under  alt  their  trials  and  af~ 
JUfHcnc ;  Gi:dijiill  further  to  encourage  them  thereunto^  fets  before 
them  the  mere  eminent  example  of  Chr if ,  and  the  gracious  defgn  cf 
God  in  alt  the  fuff  c  rings  they  endure >  I* — 1 3-  Recommends  to  them 

peace  and  hdhiejs*  and  caution  j  them  againjt  a  fling  a  profane  partf 
like  IUau>  in  drif fifing  fpirUual  htejjhfgs^  14,-17*  And  enforces  bis 
argument  by  c  conJuUration  of  the  mm  h  greater  excellency  of  the  AVitt, 
than  the  Old  Tejlammt-dfpenfation^  x  8, — 29. 


Tixt* 

"HZ'  Heitfiuty  fee¬ 
ing  wc  alfo 
are  compared  a- 
Jum  iriih  ft?  %\W 


Paraphrase, 

SINCE  therefore,  from  the  foregoing  inftaoccs  of  tfaq 
excellency  and  power  of  faith  to  fupport  under,  and 
triumph  over  all  difficulties  and  dangers,  it  appears  that 
we  arc  furroupded  with  authentic  records  of  vaft  mul¬ 
titude* 


^12  The  EpiJUe  io  the  Hebrews  paraphrased.  Cb.  si. 


a  ctond  of  wit* 
ntflcf  Jet  ik  lay  a- 

fide  every  ^tiEht^ 
and  the  fin  which 
doth  fbeafily  be* 
let  mt  and  let  us 
run  with  patience 

the  net  that  is 
fet  hefurt  ud. 


titudts  of  believers  who  unite  in  their  teftiroony  to 
the  duty  and  rich  advantage  of  relying  entirely  upon 
the  in finkt;  urlfdom,  power,  faithfulnefs  and  goodnefc 
of  God,  according  to  hie  ward,  how  great  foever  their 
trials  and  afllicbons  were,  let  us  in  imitation  of,  and 
animared  by*  their  memorable  and  encouraging  exam¬ 
ple,  as  though  they  were  looking  on,  as  eye-witnefT:s 
of  our  behaviour  f,  be  like  racers,  who  ftrip  themfdvcs 
for  running ;  let  us,  in  the  exercife  of  faith  and  teb- 


denial*  cjft  of  the  works  of  darknefst  (Horn;  xtii-  12.) 
and  all  inordinate  affections  to,  and  cares  abcur  the 


things  of  this  workl,  and  lay  afide  ail  nbfcrvanccs  of 
the  ceremonial  law,  that  entangling  yoke  of  bondage, 
and  every  thing  elfe  that  would  be  a  clog  upon  our 
holy  profdlion,  and  a  heavy  damp  upon  our  (pints,  and 
hindrance  to  our  progrefs  in  our  Chriftian  courfe  and 
tendencies  heaven-ward  \  and  let  us  endeavour  with  full 


purpofe  of  heart,  by  divine  grace,  to  difentangle  our- 
fdves  from  the  power  of  original  corruption,  and  of 
every  fin,  which,  either ,  through  natural  conftituiion 
under  our  native  depravity,  or  through  our  peculiar  cir- 
cumthmcrs,  company,  andfituations  in  life,  we  are  mod 
liable  and  eicpofcd  to,  and  in  danger  of  being  overcome 
byt  and  which  is  ever  at  hand  (w*?pir*Tw)  to  embarrafs 
and  hinder  us  in  our  fpiritua!  concerns  ;  and  efpcciaJiy 
the  great  fin  of  unbelief,  which  is  the  root  of  all  apofta- 
cy,  [chap,  Hi.  is*)  and  Hands  in  direct  oppoGtiou  to 
that  eminent  faith,  which,  as  has  been  fhown,  {chap. 
xh)  our  famous  anceftors  exercifed  upon  all  occalioos 
and  parti cu lar! y  when  they  were  called  to  do  and  fufer 
tbs  wiii  of  Got!  in  the  moll  trying  inftanccs :  And  be¬ 
ing  thus  mfencumbered  from  every  load,  and  hindrance, 
froai  temptation  without,  and  corruption  within,  tec  us 

hy 

NOTES. 


*  A  as  ftro’ios,  Dr  O.vtn,  ami 

Others  have  observed,  >vai  i  i  mi  r  often 

tifed  by  ancient  wrircrs  to  a  great 

multitude;  anj  we  have  iiiilaacs  of  iu  Ikn 
Ing  fa  ULcd  in  the  fjcved  ScnjJiwreS  ss  b  if' 
jdrv*  2t.  and  I*-  8-  and  Exck+  tuvniL  jjp 
14*  It  may  be  taken  ?$  a  tlron;;  ti^ur^tuc 
evprefljon  nf  gtejt  companies,  mailulian  to 
the  in  numerable  drops  of  mter  thi*  a»c 
eollefhrd  together  into  a  thick  rnd  rtfreflvng 
cfoud ;  and,  perhaps,  the  dhtfign  may  be 
to  the  cloud  of  glory  that  encompaflld  If- 
reel,  and  *ai  *  joining  light  to  them  iu  the 
wif  derads. 

f  Hcie,  and  in  the  remainder  of  tbU  ver Ctt 
it  an  evident  alJuGou  to  ihe  cufton  of  fhftJb 
days,  in  whtoh,  among  o'bcr  cxcrciivs,  races 
were  utaa:  to  be  run ;  and  they  due  wav  en- 


pajrd  thereby  took  care  tn  lmve  as 
urcfghc  to  carry  as  pofljfclc,  and  to  p«t  od 
JucS  ctoihcSf  as  by  their  weight,  length,  or 
otherwise,  might  incommode  or  hinder  them 
in  their  con (See  t=ie  note  i  Cor.  \x.  ) 

It  is  notorious  that  ibirs  of  public  cv- 
erdies  were  very  frequent  m  the  Gi  edan  arA 
Roman  games,  which  the  Hebrews  couJ 
Icarcc  be  ignor.int  of and,  in  imitation  of 
thefe,  Hcnwt  A^rippahad,  bef +rc  the  writ¬ 
ing  of  this  cpittle,  built  a  thejiie  and  jm- 
ptutheaire  at  Jmifa-im,  and  bfVitured  py- 
blie  games  to  be  ccJ^orjtct]  *itb  greal 
ficcnce,  ih  honour  of  Claudius  Ciiar, 
advanced  him  fa  the  Uir^dom  t>f  Jmu'i. 
{Vi  Ic  Jefepb.  Antiq.  lib*  xv.  cap.  9* 
et  de  Bel*  Fui*  iib.  L  cap*  a.  icfl* 
HudT. 


Ch.  xt. 


1  \in* 

t»  Jcfu*  the  au< 
that  and  finilter 
of  wr  faith;  wh o$ 
*jT  tiic  joy  that 
wii  fiet  before 
bin,  endured  the 
crot,  defptfing 
the  fhjrtji,  and  is 
frt  dnwn  »t  the 
ri*ht  hind  of  the 
throve  of  God. 


The  Epijlie  to  the  Hebrews  perapbrafeif, 

lay  ourfelves  out,  in  the  exertion  of  our  Chriftian-prin- 
ciples,  unto  an  exercife  of  per  ft  vc ring  fortitude,  quiet- 
nefs,  and  patient  refignation  to  the  holy  and  fovereigi 
will  of  God,  under  our  manifold  fu fie* rings ;  and  hold 
on  our  way,  in  running  with  (peed,  fteadinefs,  and  vi¬ 
gour,  till  we  finifh  our  courie  of  faith,  and  of  the  afflic¬ 
tion,  and  unreferved  obedience,  which  is  appointed  10  u» 
of  God,  and  marked  out  in  his  word,  and  in  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  forementioned  worthies,  togethr  with  the 
glorious  ilTue  that  we  may  prefi  toward  the  mark  for 
the  prize  of  the  high  editing  of  Godin  Chrijl  Jefus.  (Phil, 
iii.  14.) 

2  In  running  this  Chriftian-coutfe,  as  ever  we  would 
fmiih  it  well,  let  us,  like  racers  that  look  forward,  be 
continually  locking  ofF  from  fiu,  and  felf, 

and  the  allurements  and  terrors  of  this  world,  and  from 
every  thing  that  would  pull  us  back  and  difhearten  us  i 
and  be  looking  forward  by  faith  to  Jefus,  the  fufl'ering 
Saviour,  that  we  may  derive  grace  and  ftrength  from 
him,  to  enable  us  to  follow  his  mofl  perfect  pattern, 
who  is  not  only  a  matchlcfs  example,  but  the  eiEclent 
caufe,  (*r,;t*?'«)  leader,  conductor,  and  captain  of  our 
faith,  to  begin  it  in  us,  and  to  encourage,  increafe. 
Carry  on  and  perfeG  it,  and  at  length  to  crown  it  with 
all  its  blefted  fruits  and  effects,  in  virtue  of  his  merito¬ 
rious  fufferings  and  death  ;  who  h.td  an  allured  profpeft 
of -the  great  and  glorious  things  that  fliould  be  brought 
about  thereby,  and  were  the  rejoicing  of  his  foul,  {John 
Xiii.  31,  32.};  fuch  as  the  CirUfadlioo  of  divine  joltice 
and  the  advancement  of  the  glory  of  ail  God's  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  law  and  government,  with  united  har¬ 
mony,  in  the  reconciliation  and  eternal  fa!  vat  ion  of  the 
many  fous  that  he  fliould  bring  to  glory  j  as  alfo  of  his 
own  perfonal  exaltation,  when  he  himfilf  fhould  be 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  ( Heb .  ii.  9,  10.);  all 
which  were  propoled  to  him,  for  his  encouragement 
and  reward,  in  the  erernal  covenant  between  his  Father 
and  him,  and  in  rhe  promifes  and  prophecies  anfwerable 
to  it,  ( If.  liii.  10,— >12.)  In  the  fore  view,  faith  and 
hope  of  all  this  joy,  he  calmly  fubmirtvd  to,  and  with 
adomfhing  meckncfs  and  patience  endured  the  agonies 
and  lingering  pains  of  his  crucifixion,  (fee  1  Pet<  ii. 
23.  and  Luke  xxiii.  34.};  and,  with  a  truly  heroic  great- 
nefs  of  foul,  he  overlooked  all  the  ignominy  and  re¬ 
proach  of  that  fcandi-Jous  fort  of  death,  and  all  the 
taunts  and  jeers  which  attended  it ;  and  thought  of  them 
with  fovereign contempt,  as  not  worth  regarding,  though 
he  was  therein  expofed  to  open  fhame,  as  if  he  had  been 

the 


4*4 


3  For  ^oTifidtr 
hfai  ihar  endured 
flirh  con  tradition 
of  linncM^inft 
htmfcir,  left  ye  he 
wtancd  and  faint 
in  you  miodi. 


4  Te  here  not 
yet  itJjftcd  no  to 

1i]oodr  Arivinp  *- 

falaA  An. 
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the  mod  de  (pi  cable,  as  well  as  infamous  of  criminals. 
And  now,  in  confequencc,  and  as  the  juft  reward  of  all 
this,  he,  in  that  very  nature  in  which  he  fuffered,  is 
exalted,  as  a  triumphant  conqueror  over  fin,  Satan,  and 
the  world,  death  and  hell,  to  a  ftacc  of  perfect  reft  from 
all  his  former  fufferings  and  difgmc,  and  to  the  higheft 
honour, dignity, and  authority;  which,  to  fpcak  in  a  fi¬ 
gurative  way,  may  be  called  hts  fitting  down  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne,  where  God  the  Father  illuftri- 
onfly  fhiaes  in  all  his  glory.  (See  the  note  on  Aftt 
»«•  SS-) 

3  To  help  you  therefore  again  ft  difeourage  meats  un¬ 

der  all  your  tribulations  and  apprehenfions  of  danger, 
ye  ought  carefully  to  eonfider,  refledt  upon,  and  com¬ 
pare  all  circumftances,  relating  to  the  per¬ 

son  of  Chrift,  and  his  extreme  fufterings,  together  with 
the  invincible  patience  and  undifturbed  cotnpofure  of 
mind  with  which  he  bore  up  under,  paired  through, 
and  triumphed  over,  alt  the  opprobrious  oppofition,  and 
cutting  bUfphemousinfulra,  that  the  moft  malicious  and 
wicked  men  belched  out  to  his  very  face,  againft  his 
holy  and  divine  perfon  and  office-authority,  do&rine 
and  miracles,  all  the  days  of  bis  public  mtniftry,  and 
efpecialiy  towards,  and  at  his  death  :  Ye  ought  alfo  to 
compare  tbefe  with  their  glorious  fruits  to  himfelf  and 
to  you,  and  with  the  infinite  difproportion  there  is  be¬ 
tween  you  and  him,  and  between  the  worft  that  ever  did, 
or  can  come  upon  you,  and  the  inexpreffibly  more  feme 
and  complicated  trials  that  met  upon  him.  Let  ail 
thefe  things  be  weighed  and  fet  in  oppofition  one  to  the 
other,  ("*  f*»)  to  the  end  that  ye  may  not  link  and  fail,  be 
tired  out,andIofeaH  patience  and  firm  nefsofmtndtn  your 
holy  profeifion,  fo  as  to  tbink  it  an  irkfome  tafk;  much  lefs 
to  throw  it  up,  by  reafon  of  the  troubles  and  afflictions, 
that  may  befal  you  for  his  fake,  who  fo  willingly  fuf- 
tatned  all  this  for  yours. 

4  Though  the  violent  feizure  of  your  goods,  and  the 
lofs  of  liberty  and  property,  which  ye  have  cheerfully 
religned  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  in  hope  of  a  better  in¬ 
heritance  in  heaven,  (chap*  i.  34.)  are  indeed  very 
trying  to  flefh  and  fenfe ;  yet  it  ought  to  be  confidered, 
that  this,  and  all  your  other  perfections  hitherto  have 
been  fo  far  reftrained  by  the  indulgence  of  providence,  as 
not  to  coft  you  your  live9  or  the  ihedding  of  your  blood, 
as  they  did  many  of  the  Old  Te(hmen:*faims  before- 
mentioned,  and  your  great  Lord  and  Matter  himfelf,  in 
their  coo  Aids  with  the  adverfaries  that  oppofed  them,  and 
tempted  them.,  as  youri  do  you,  to  fin  againft  God.  1: 

wculd 
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would  therefore  he  a  dangerous,  as  well  as  Ihamefol 
cowardice  for  any  of  you  to  flinch,  and  defift  from  your 
Chriftian*courfe,  on  account  of  rhr  ieflVr  difficulties 
and  Ioffes  which  ye  meet  with,  in  contend¬ 

ing  again  It  (in  and  finful  men,  as  antagonifts  who  fee 
themfelves,  like  combatants,  in  oppofition  to  you,  and 
drive  to  defeat  and  foil  you  j  as,  in  cumefts  for  victory, 
one  endeavours  to  do  again  It  another,' 
forgotten  the*”  5  And  can  ye  be  unmindful  of  *,  as  they  certainly 
hvtuloD  which  are  who  faint  under  their  trials?  Or  are  ye,  like  them, 
^^MLta>dd!dnn>  *n^en^We  an<l  inadvertent,  as  not  to  remembet,  and 
Mr  he  affected  with  thar  gracious  and  encouraging  eihorta- 

not  rbo«  th«  eha~  tioft,  which  is  directed  to,  and  (r«wy<™n)  reafons  with 
Lort*  nor  faint  an<^  cveI7  one  of  you,  who  are  true  believers,  as 
when*  thou  an  with  petfons  under  the  endearing  relation  and  character 
fcbnked  of  him.  of  the  children  of  God,  in  which  he,  a*  your  heavenly 
Father,  fpeaks  with  all  tendernefs  by  Solomon  t  which  is 
applicable  for  your  direction,  caution,  and  comfort  un¬ 
der  every  tribulation  ?  (Prov.  iii.  n.)  My  heaven-born 
and  adopted  Son,  who, art  the  obje&  of  my  peculiar 
Care  and  affcfUonate  love,  have  a  care,  on  oue  hand, 
of  flighting  or  taking  no  notice  of,  or  being  not  fulta- 
bly  affe&ed  with  the  correfttons  which  the  Lord  your 
God  and  Father  fees  fit,  in  the  dtfpofals  of  l)is  wife  and 
holy  prqridence,  to  lay  epon  you  for  your  (»«<*<«;)  in- 
ftrudkion  ;  Far  be  it  from  you  to  treat  them  with  negiefb 
and  contempt,  as  if  no  good  could  be  anfwered  by 
them  j  or  to  behave  likea  ftubborn,  hardened,  and  in¬ 
corrigible  child,  under  his  father’s  chaftening  for  his 
faults,  to  reclaim  and  reform  him,  ss  though  you  re- 
folved  to  take  your  own  courfe,  and  would  neither  bow 
under,  nor  hearken  to  the  rod,  and  who  has  appointed 
it.  {Mich,  vi.  9.)  And,  on  the  other  hand,  as  you 
fhould  ferioufly  confidcr,  that,  whofoever  be  the  inftro- 
ments  of  your  troubles,  God  has  a  holy,  fovereign,  and 
overruling  hand  in  them,  and  has  wife  and  gracious 
defigns  in  appointing  a:id  permitting  them ;  fj  you  ought 
to  take  heed,  left,  through  imp  uicnce,  fretfulnefs,  or 
tnifconftriiftioiis  of  his  dtfpenfations,  and  the  workings 
of  unbelief,  you  ffirink  and  be  dilheartened,  to  the  ne- 
gle&  of  duty ;  or  defpair  of  relief,  and  refufe  to  be 
comforted  under  his  reproofs. 

*  Lsrd  WtcS  ^  ®"0r  w^at  ^'0r<*  C*0es  kCK*n»  *s  kr  ^om  ^>e* 

1  he  ing  a  token  of  his  hatred  of  you,  (as  fainting  fouls  are 

ape 

NOTE. 

•  Ye  have  forgotten  the  ejhortvtion,”  inuvrog  a  lively,  “  have  ye  forgotten  l1*  And 
iccorduia  la  a  di&rcnt  painting  nf  the  fen-  both  fenfes  ar-  tak.ni  into  (he  pmphiatt* 
tract,  whkb  u  arbiinryj  may  be  rendered 
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he^  chaflenuH  ,  apt  to  conclude  again  ft  themfelves)  that,  on  the  con* 
Ttryi'nXmhc  trary,  jour  being  ««rcifed  with  it,  and  patiently  bear* 
itccivcth.  ing  it,  may  be  juftly  coultrued  and  improved  into  an 

argument  of  his  great  kindiicfc  for  you*  that  iniquity 
may  not  be  your  ruin,  according  to  what  immediately 
follows  in  Solomon1^  admonition,  {Prov*  iii*  hi2.)  where 
he  fays  of  thofr,  for  whom  the  Lord  has  a  fpecial  fa* 
vour,  as  for  his  own  dear  children,  He  for  wife  and  ho* 
ly  reafons  eiercifea  them,  more  or  lets,  with  various  af^ 
fltiiiom,  not  in  a  way  ofl  aw- wrath,  for  thefatisfaflioncf 
hisjuflice,  which  is  borne  by  Chrift  for  them,  (ven  2.) 
but  in  a  way  of  fatherly  ch  iftiieinent  for  their  iniquities, 
in  order  to  their  being  purged  from  them,  {Ifa*  xxviu 
9,);  and  he  lays  the  rod  of  comGion  ( party** )  with  the 
heavier  hand,  when  there  may  be  occaGon  for  it,  upon 
every  one,  whom  he  receives  into  the  relation  of  a  fon, 
nnd  whom  he  accepts,  and  takes  care  of,  as  fuch,  that 
he  may  prepare  him  for,  and,  at  length,  receive  him 

Yr  ,  to  himfelf  in  a  better  world* 

V  Tr « <n:Itire  f<  ,  f  1  ^  1  1 

ebafcmng,  God  7  'hat,  it  ye  be  not  only  vilitcd  with,  but  are 

dcakth  *ith  you  3Ifo  enabled,  with  faith,  patience,  and  perfeverance* 
v^hat  *he  dumbly  10  fubmit  to,  and  bear  up  couragecufly  under 

wham  tht  fuher  fuch  afflictions  of  any  fort,  as  God  in  his  providence 
cbaQcnahaot?  permits,  or  orders,  or  meafures  out  unto  you,  He  there*' 
in  prefents  himfelf  to  you,  not  in  a  hofliie 

manner,  like  an  enemy,  but  with  a  benevohnt  difpoJw 
tioi}  and  defign,  like  a  kind  of  parent,  who  has  your 
true  welfare  at  heart  j  and  only  takes  the  fame  courfc 
with  you,  as  a  prudent  fjther  ufes,  and  indeed  ought 
to  go  imo,  in  dealing  with  his  own  children :  For  where 
is  the  fon,  whom  an  earthly  father,  that  is  good,  wife, 
and  faithful,  does  not  correft,  with  due  moderation, 
for  bis  faults,  to  reclaim  him  from  them,  when  he  cb- 
feivcs  that  they  loudly  call  for  it?  And  where  is  the 
child  cf  God,  in  whom  there  is  nothing  offenfivc  that 
needs  mending,  and  whom  his  heavenly  Father  does 
not  feafoiuhly  chaftife,  that  he  may  not,  like  fooliflily 
fond  parents,  fpare  the  rod  and  fpoil  the  child,  when, 
in  his  infinite  wifdom  and  love,  he  fees  that  there  is 
need  of  it  for  anfwering  fome  valuable  purpofes  of  his 
own  glory,  and  its  fpiritual  improvement,  while  it  is 
ff  Hot  ft  ye  be  ^is  imperfect  Gate,  and  training  up  for  heaven  ? 
vftlurtc  ch&mie-.  8  But  if,  nonmhftanding  all  that  is  amifs  in  you, 
whereof  all  and  your  remaining  pro  pen  fit  v  to  evil,  ye  were  to  be  in- 
OTpttl  *”*  dulgcd  with  uninterrupted  eafe  and  profperity  in  the 
world,  without  any  rubs  in  your  way,  or  any  mixture 
of  troubles,  as  the  correflive  and  inftru£live  chaften* 
ings  of  the  Lord,  with  which  all  bis  children,  even 

the 
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toe  imft  eminent  of  them,  have  been,  are,  and  will 
be  » tilted  one  way  or  other,  though  in  different  degrees  a 
and  if  ye  have  not  been  brought  to  fubmit  to  this  whole* 
fome  and  needful  difcipltne  of  his  family,  ye  might 
then  juftly  be  looked  upon,  and  indeed  would  be  dealt 
with  in  a  way  of  divine  neglect,  as  a  fpurious  brood, 
and  not  the  true  genuine  fons  of  GoJ,  and  heirs  of  the 
eternal  inheritance,  tube  are  ch:tjl*ned  of  the  Lord,  that 
they  might  not  he  condemned  with  the  world,  ( j  Ccr.  i;, 
32.)  For  he  fays  of  rbe  falfe-hearted  profr-lfor,  as  he  did 
of  backUidrng  Ephraim,  he  is  joined  to  idols  1  let  him  &- 
lone,  (Hofea  iv.  17.) 

9  frrilieniiore,  9  It  may  alfo  be  of  ufc  for  you  further  to  cunfider, 
b«e  had  Jj-  in  what  a  better  manner,  with  what  funerior  authority, 
which  eommtd  atld  w  what  better  purpofe,  the  cha'.:eiimg3  of  your 
us  Mid  we  give  heavenly  Father  are  managed,  than  thefe  tmli&cd  by 
revciwet  s  car[jily  parents  that  ye  may  be  more  fubmiffve  to  him, 
rither  be  in  lub*  than,  as  m  duty  bound,  ye  ever  were  to  them  therein, 
juniflit  unto  .the  It  is  a  common  cafe  with  us  all,  that,  in  the  days  of 
^?K*u?  ^WtlB  our  minority,  our  fathers  from  whom  we  derived  our 
**  ’  frail,  corrupt,  and  mortal  bodies,  as  they  were  the  in- 

ftriunems  of  begetting  them,  and  by  whole  care  and 
expence,  under  divine  providence,  we  received  all  things 
for  their  fupport  and  comfort-,  took  occafions  to  correct 
us  for  our  mifdetneanors;  and  we  bad,  or  ought  to  hare 
had,  fuch  a  fenfe  of  their  authority  over  us,  as  to  flionr 
a  reverential  and  dutiful '  regard  to  them,  by  bowing, 
and  yielding  to  their  paternal  difripiine  for  our  iuftruc* 
tton,  and  correction  j  and  by  fubmitting  to  the  rod, 
confetti  ng  our  crimes,  and  taking  heed  not  to  offend 
them  any  more,  nor  to  love  them,  or  think  they  loved 
us  the  lets,  becaufe  they  corre&ed  us :  This  certainly 
became  us  *  y  and  is  not  there  much  higher  re-afon  for 
us  to  own  the  fupreme  and  fovereign  authority  of  our 
heavenly  Father  who  is  the  Cod  of  the  Jpirits  of  all  fiefht 
(Numb.  xvi.  22.  and  xxvii.  16.)  as  he  is  the  immedi¬ 
ate  Creator,  preferver  and  governor  of  our  rational  and 

immortal 
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*  The  latiiWi*  ltd  KMn  the  “  father*  of 
•'  nr  flelh,  wf  the  Father  of  oar  fptotU,” 
Ibevi,  lliu  raur  earthly  ftthm  in  only  the 
iaftronwnts  of  the  general k»  of  onr  bodies, 
end  that  our  funis  are  rot  ex  traduce,  or  by 
SciintiM  from  them;  Ut  that  they  «* 
Mitel  by  the  immediate  fever  of  God.  and 
infafed  into  the  body,  from  age  to  t«,  « 
the  fool  of  our  father  Adam  was  in  hi*  pre- 
liudho,  when  Ood  **  formed  hit  body  of  tit 
“  daft  of  tbegitund,and  breathed  intohU  no* 
“  Ibilt  the  breath  of  life  ;  and  man  Ucnac  a 

VOL-  \\  t 
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**  living  fou^”  (Ova-  H*  T*)  Artd,  *£t»ltl4 
frnU  bflitt  dofee  orient  j  t  **  the  brci’h  cf 
*f  Almighty  hM  given  ihcnr  Hf%  (job  xixiil- 
4.)  they  arc  11  the  fruit  that  hi  nil  Bade,* 
Ifi.  he  U  freket*  of  In  the 

prtfent  teaJV  u  the  tied  wtw*  “  formeth 
the  fpirit  of  man  within  Mai,*  (Zech,  lit. 
iw)  and  Solomon,  freaking  of  d&th,  fjys* 
“  Then  JM1  die  dull  rcr^rn  to  the  earth  as 
*'  it  eui  and  the  fpirit  ftnlt  rtiuru  to  Gvd 
«  who  g4Tt  it/*  (Ecvkf.  Kii- 
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to  Fot  they  ve¬ 
rily  i  r  *  je# 
days  p, 

>ftcr  ;  itif  '-^n 
tkifuns  but  he 
f*?r  our  profir, 
tbj:  we  roi^ht  be 
partakers  of  bis 
hoiiocis- 


t  t  Kow  no 
dttftenlnf  fot  the 
prelint  Jiemtth 
to  be  joyous,  but 
grievous  :  ftever- 
thekfs,  aAerwatd 
it  yielded  the 
pc^f;eai;Lc  fftiit  of 
rghift'-ulhcf*  un¬ 
to  them  which 
are  ewreifei 
thereby. 
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immortal  fouls,  and  renews  them  by  regenerating  grace? 
Shall  we  nor  meekly  and  patiently  fubmit  to  his  father¬ 
ly  chaHentng  for  our  iniquities,  and  be  afhamed  of  them, 
grieved  for  them,  and  concerned  at  heart,  that  we  may 
offend  him  no  more ;  bat  may  maintain  an  bumble  re¬ 
verence  of  him,  and  an  affeflionate  obediential  fuh- 
jeflion  to  him,  with  grateful  acknowledgments  of  his 
love  and  favour,  even  in  his  chaftenings  j  and  fo  may 
live  in  holy  communion  with  him,  and  devotednefs  to 
him  beie,  and  for  ever  with  him  in  glory  hereafter;  this 
is  infinitely  more  to  our  advantage,  than  any  fubmit- 
film  to  the  comflions  of  our  flefhly  fathers  could  be. 

to  For  truly  fome  of  them  chaftcned  us,  during  the 
little  while  of  our  minority,  in  an  arbitrary  way,  thro* 
humour,  paffion,  pride,  or.  weaknefs,  without  duly 
aiming  3t  Our  good  by  it  ;  and  even  the  wifeft  of  them, 
who  meant  w.  II,  and  afled  according  to  the  bed  of 
tbtir  fallible  judgment,  might  miflake  the  proper  fe  a - 
f»i>s  or  meaitires  of  their  reproofs  and  puuifhments; 
and  the  benefit  we  reaped  by  them  was  only,  at  mod, 
for  the  fhort  feafon  of  this  tranfitory  life-*  bur  our  hea¬ 
venly  Father,  who  is  a  God  of  unerring  wifdom  and 
judgment,  and  of  the  tcnderrft  compaflion,  never  cx- 
ercifes  his  authority  in  cor  refling  us,  while  we  are  in 
th  is  imperfefl  ftute,  which  is  a  fort  of  nonage,  but  in 
due  proportion,  and  when  he  knows  it  to  be  heft  for 
us  }  he  evrr  defigns,  and  one  way  or  other  promotes, 
our  fpirituai  and  eternal  benefit  by  k,  that  all  the  fruit 
may  be  to  take  away  fin,  and  make  us  more  and  more 
conformable  to  his  own  holy  nature  and  will  in  this 
world,  till  we  be  wrought  up  to  a  finlcfs  perfection  in 
the  world  to  cbme.  Shall  we  not  therefore  humble  our- 
/elves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  Gcd,  that  be  may  exalt 
vs  in  due  time  t  (i  l'eter  v.  6.) 

1 1  Now,  though  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  and  may, 
perhaps,  he  objefled  ag<dnft  the  benefit  of  divine  cor¬ 
rections,  that  no  affliction,  though  but  in  the  caftiga* 
tory  way,  is  defirabic  for  its  own  fake,  or  can  be  confi- 
dcred  as  pleafant  in  itfelf,  or  agreeable  to  flelh  and 
blood  and  carnal  reafon,  while  we  arc  under  it ;  hut 
is  in-  its  own  nature,  as  a  ckaftcoing,  very  irkfome,  and 
fometimes  very  diftrrffing  and  hard  to  be  borne,  efpe- 
cially  when  we  confider  it  as  a  token  of  God’s  difplca- 
fure  for  fin ;  Yet,  in.  the.  judgment  of  faith,  and  in 
after-refleflions,  upon  it,  and  by  an  attending  and  con- 
fequent  fatiflified  ufe  of  it,  it  produces  peaceful  and 
comfortable  fruits  of  a  fpirituai  ami  holy  nature,  which 
are  evidences  of  our  Uate  of  peace  with  God,  through 

faith 
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faith  in  the  right«ju£hefs  of  Chrift,  (Rm+  n  j.)  bring 
peace  id  to  our  own  foul  a,  and  promote  a  peaceable 
tcfriper  towards  others,  ( If.  x\xiu  17*  and  Janet  HL 
18.) ;  and  which  make  us  wifer  and  better,  mure  humble 
under  a  fenfe  of  (in,  more  watchful  and  prayerful, 
more  circumfpe£t  in  our  walk,  mors  veined  from  this 
world,  and  more  fpiritoa!,  holy,  arid  heavenly* minded, 
than  ever  we  were  before*  ’Wntii  we  are  trained  up 
by  them,  and  learn  in  that  inftru&ive  ft  bool  to  bear 
them  with  failh  and  patience,  with  due  fubmifuon  toi 
and  reverence  of  our  heavenly  Father,  virh  ferkms  in-* 
qu  tries,  wherefore  he  contends  with  us,  and  with  an 
efccrcife  of  every  other  grace,  that  is  CciUbjO  to  Hie  iu- 
X ute  and  defignof  afflifted  circutrflunccs,the.  advantage, 
which  refntts  front  them,  is  vaftly  zn  overbalance  to 
the  pain  and  farrow  of  undergoing  ths:n  }  and  vrh.:r- 
tTer  we  thought  while  they  prefled  forely  upon  us,  we 
may,  after  we  \\zyc  been  exureifrd  with  them,  and 
come  to  reflefi  upon  them,  fay  with  David)  /f  i j  geed 
for  nw  that  1  have  been  ajfli&ed)  that  1  might  team  tty 
jiatutcj  ;  and  thou t  0  L?rd,  in  fait  hf it  turfs  halt  cjjlitied 
:taev  (Ff,  ctit*  7i>  ^5*}  And  iiereufrKrj  jvhen  we  get 
to  heaTco,  we  fh ill  clearly  fee,  and  abundantly  reap 
the  rich  advantage  of  them  all, 

1*  WWfoit,  12  Since  therefore  thefe  are  the  gracious  ends  and 
kenefiu  cf  God’s  Chaftening  you,  do  ncr  give  way  to 
and  the  fable  dejection  or  defpoudency  under  them,  like  perfons 
who,  through  faintnefa  in  running  a  lace  %  {ver*  t.) 
hang  down  their  heads,  which  are  tokens  of  wcunuefs, 
drooping,  andfadnefs;  and  the  joints  cf  whole  knees 
fbake  and  fmite  together  through  veaknefs,  fear,  and 
difmay ;  {Nahum  it.  to,)  And  take  heed  of  being 
difh canned,  or  of  dtlhearming  one  another  under  the 
fufferings  that  befal  you ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  mccurag* 
yourfelves,  and  each  other  in  the  Lord  ycur  God,  ta 
hdld  on  in  hi*  ways,  like  perfoas  that  lift  up  their  hands 
with  alacrity,  joy,  and  triumph;  and  when  any  are 
fearful  and  faint-hearted  among  you,  look  well  to  your- 
fetves  and  your  fellow  CbrifUatts,  that  ye  be  flrong  in 
the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  his  might,  as  knowing 
that  your  God  ml t  come  with  vengeance  to  your  cue* 


mies, 


H  O  T  E. 

*  Here  fans  to  be  an  alloCon  to  men*  care  about  themfclvsr,  or  about  their  brr- 
wFurzppcarcobc  either  faint,  or  vijprooe  ia  thrrn;  the  bft  of  which  fam*  to  lw  nwft 
ratMiiEg,  according  »  their  hamk  bang  lmmeJUcdy  intended  fq  the  palfagi  he.o 
down,  and  their  knees  m  feeble,  or  not ;  quoted  frum  If  3,  vhere  it  I  fa  Uius, 
Aod  the  exhortation  in  thlf  and  the  next  *'  Sctengtbcu  ye  the  v««k  hacicfc,  And  fCb* 
verfa  qmy  be  conGdned  as  directed  to  the  **  firm  die  fable  incest 
tfcbieWfj  with  a  -reference  cither  to  their 

*Dd  a 
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tj  And  mate 
ftraight  f»ths  tW 
your  fret,  left 
that  which  is 
lame  be  turned 
out  of  the  way, 
but  let  it  rather 
b*  heded* 


Itf  Fi)UovpMC« 
«ith  ail  men, and 
hd  in  eft,  with  not 
which  no  man 
ft  all  fee  the  Lord. 


mles*  and  with  rsctmpenct  of  good  to  you,  and  u ;ill 
jave  youy  {/f  xxxv-  3,  4.)  A  belief  of  this,  and  a 
courageous  behaviour  correfpondent  to  it,  will  be  like 
ftrengthening  the  weak  hands,  and  confirming  the  fee* 
ble  knees. 

13  Ami,  that  a/Hiftions  jmy  be  fuitalily  improved, 
and  not  loft  upon  you,  fee  that,  like  levellers  of  the 
road  for  travellers  and  racers,  ye,  by  a  clofe  adherence 
to  Chrift,  and  by  a  convention  becoming  the  gofpel, 
remove  all  obftacles  out  of  your  own  and  your  brethren’s 
way  to  eternal  life,  that  both  ye  yourfelves,  and  they 
may  walk  uprightly,  and  run  fteadiiy  in  the  paths  of 
truth  and  holiatTs,  and  may  make  the  word  of  God 
your  only  rule  of  faith,  worfhip,  and  obedience,  that 
that  it  may  be  a  tight' to  pur  feett  and  a  lamp  to  pur 
path ,  (Pf.  cxix.  105.)  and  all  your  ways  may  be  direc* 
ted  to  keep  his  ftafules;  left  thofe  of  you,  who  are  ready 
to  bait,  and  to  be  milled  in  theii  Chriftian-eburfc, 
through  temptation,  darknefs,  and  fear  of  fufferings, 
and  through  the  cunning  crafrinefs  offuch  as  lye  in 
wait  to  deceive,  be  perverted  and  turned  afide  from 
Chrift  and  the  gofpel,  and  from  the  paths  of  tighteoof- 
nefs  and  peace  :  But  let  it,  on  the  contrary,  be  your 
great  concern,  that  your  own  fouls,  and  the  fouls  of 
your  fellow-Chriftians,  may  be  relieved  under  alt  fpiri- 
tual  infirmitUs,  difeouragements,  and  fears  ;  and  may 
be  reftored  to  a  right  mind,  and  to  ftrength  and  vigour 
in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  kept  (tedfad  in  the 
profeffion,  faith,  hope,  and  bolinefs  of  the  gofpel. 

14  In  order  hereunto,  Let  it  be  your  conftant  care, 
and  earned  endeavour,  to  purfue  the  things  which 
make  for  peace,  in  civil  and  religious  fociecy,  a)  far  as 
is  confident  with  truth  and  bolinefs.  (flow.  xiv.  19.) 
Run  eagerly  after  it,  even  when  it  Teems  to  flee  from 
you  i  and  do  your  utmod  by  all  lawful  means  to  obtain 
it,  that,  if  pofiible,  ye  may  live  peaceably  with  all 
men,  (Asm.  xit,  18.)  whether  they  be  Jcivt  or  CentiltJ, 
Chriftians  or  heathens,  friends  or  enemies,  and  fuch 
as  pcrfecute  you :  And,  together  with  peace,  be  furc 
to  follow  after  bolinefs,  in  daily  -applications  to  the 
throne  of  grace  for  it,  and  in  the  ufe  of  a'l  other  means 
of  helping  you  forwards  in  it :  Whether  ye  can  fucceed 
in  your  attempts  for  peace  with  men  or  not,  ftudy  to 
promote  univerfal  purity  of  heart  and  life,  in  conformi¬ 
ty  to  the  image  and  will  of  God,  as  in  others,  fo  parti¬ 
cularly  in  yourfelves;  which  is  abfoluuly  neceftary  10 
falvanoo,  and  without  a  confcientious  regard  to  wfaicb, 
together  with  peace,  no  man,  whatever  be  his  pro- 

fdfcoa 
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The  Epijiie  to  the  Hebrews  paraphrased,  (jj 


fcfiion  or  pretences,  can  be  fit  for,  or  in  the  very  na¬ 
ture  of  things  capable  of,  or  according  10  the  cor.ifitu- 
tion  of  the  gufpcl  ever  be  artmitttd  to,  the  Iwatifie 
vifion  ai'cJ  enjoyment  of  the  blefied  and  holy  God  of 
pejee;  or  to  be  with  the  holy  Jctus,  the  Prince  of 
.pcac",  to  behold  his  glory,  and  to  be  made  completely 
happy  in  his  immediate  blilsiul  prefence,  where  he  ia 
fern  as  he  is. 


jj  l.ookmgdi- 
ligtiitly,  lift  any 
mm  fail  of  iht 
g;»cc  of  God; 
left  any  ruot  uf 
biWr  efi  fprtt'jr 
ing  op  trouble 
jw,  thereby 
Amy  be  Jeiiled : 


15  This  is  a  matter  of  fo  great  impoitance,  that  it 
behoves  every  one  of  you  carefully  to  infpeft  your  owa 
principles,  temper*  anti  comludl  **  and  to  have  a  watch* 
ful  eye  over  one  another  5  Kit  any  of  you*  or  of  your 
brethren*  be  conut) ted  without*  and  through  ftothful- 
nefs,  carnality*  and  mibdief ,  reft  or  come  fhorr*  or  be 
drftituEe  of  an  inter dt  in  the  fpecial  favour  of  God* and 
of  a  real  work  of  heart-changing  grace*  and  fo  be  not 
what  he  appears  to  be;  and  fhould  apoftatize  from  the 
profdlion  of  the  gofpek  This  ye  ought  to  be  deeply 
concerned  about*  for  fear  left  any  spoliate,  or  principle 
of  apolhey;  or  any  corruption  in  rio&rine  or  practice, 
that  is-i'ftenfive  to  God*  and  pernicious  to  yourfWves* 
and  will  prove  bitternefs  in  the  end*  like  gall  and 
wormwood*  (Dtut*  xxix,  18.)  (h ou Id  fp rout  forth,  and 
difeover  itfelf,  like  a  branch  fpringing  up  from  its 
toot*  and  (houtd  infett  and  pervert  any  of  you  to  his 
own  lofs  arid  damage*  and  to  the  grief  and  trouble  of 
others  i  and  left*  by  mtaiib  of  its  malignant  influence* 
many  among  you  fhould  he  corrupted  in  their  mimls 
and  manners*  fince  a  littU  Uzvcn  leavttu  ths  vjhdc 
lumpy  ( r  Cor.  v*  6.  and  Gal.  v,  9.)  which  would  mar 
the  beauty*  purity*  pcacr,  and  order  of  the  whole 
church ;  and,  uni  els  fuch  perfons  were  to  be  caft  out  uf 
it*  they  would  he,  like  puifonous  herbs  growing  in  a 
garden*  which  are  not  only  lull  of  deftruclive  qualities 

themfclves, 


NOTE 


*  The  word  (t*ivK oTWNif)  here  retvierrd 
Mifg  diBgcntiy  and  in  1  Pet.  v,  1, 

ts  aftH  for  dilchargiog  the  ottice  of  a  biihop, 
or  ovcHecr  of  the  church,  in  lVAtcH^g  over 
iu  principles  and  manners*  AV\re  rvc  to 
take  it  in  thar  feitfe,  the  exhortation  if)  this 
place  is  to  ho  corthdcrcl*  as  directed  to  pa  ■ 
ftors,  that  had  the  rote  ovur  than,  *nd 
•atehed  for  their  fouls,  (c!up*'xiiu  1,  17.) 
Bat  a*  this  qnftJc  is  directed  to  the  b'>tly  of 
profefljog  Hebrew s4  who  are  ail  alorp  in  this 
context,  and  through  the  whole  epmk,  fpo- 
Len  to;  and  as  no  addrtfs*  as  far  as  1  tsvt 
cbfcrved,  it  made  to  theofficers  of  the  church 
in  any  part  of  it  3  I  therefore  rather  appoi* 
head,  dm  this  pafiage  relates  to  the  l>i+o~ 
fhc;Jy  and  chatiub^e  care  which  die  member* 


nf  the  chcrch  ought  to  for  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  to  their  mntivtfl/  inspecting 
or  w-iti'hirig  over  the  fpirU,  leoipvr, 
and  behaviour*  of  tiu-ir  Mlnw-mrroheirs(  a* 
well  as  ov^r  1 ! ; c  1  r  own  hearts  ar,d  w:.ys.  [clt 
any  rif  them  fnotilri,  contrary  to  their  hn;y 
pr^tcfilon,  betldlktne,  orcmic  Ih^rt  of  the 
fcracc  of  God,  aS  the  word  (ur^airi  Ibnie- 
times  frgidfiri,  chsp*  iv.  i.  and  xi*  and 
Rom.iihxj.  Ami  at  others,  *f  to  bet,  to 
“  be  10  want,  <?*  not  to  have,  cut  coin?  bi> 
**  htnd,1*  as  }n  Mat,  xix  io.  %l:irk  x*  xt, 
Jiiikc  xv,  14*  and  x\V\.  3$,  John  i>i.  3* 
1  Cor.  i,  7*  x  Cor.  ft.  5,  9,  and  «*».  tr. 
and  i'hih  iv.  ll.  Uut  >;  ii  never  nfed  h-t 
j i  and  it *  on  ^'ivc  in*  vi  Hirena^vC 
10  ihe  ivjtion  of  fiail p.m 
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tS  Left  there 

or  pr.'Li:*  per- 
J'lMijj  win 
f'«  t>jle  morlct  of 
fold  bU 

bvth*ri£ht* 


thrmfdvcs,  bur  might  raint  others  rhat  are  planted 
near  them  :  And  as  cne  fin  naturally  inns  into  another* 
and  wicket)  mt.it  wax  wurlc  and  worlc,  ye  have  need  to 
be  v  t  y  careful  to  p  he  a  flop  ro'the  fir  ft  beginnings  of 
aaofbicy* 

16  Tukc  heed  left  there  fbonM  be  found  any  one 
who  makes  a  profefTt^n  of  Chrift’s  name  among  you, 
that  through  the  power  of  unbelief*  and  ofunfubdued 
I uttS  and  ihc  allurements  of  vice,  addi£)s  himfelf  to 
whoredom,  whether  adultery,  or  fimple  fornication* 
which  is  direttly  contrary  to  that  holmefa  without 
which  no  mzii  Audi  fee  the  Lord*  (wa  14.)  and"which 
pt-rfifled  in,  and  not  jepented  of,  would  certainly  ex¬ 
clude  him  from  an  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  God* 
£1  Car -  vL  9  *.)  or  left  any  of  you  fhould  at  length  fo 
far  degentrate,  as  to  become  an  impious  wretch,  that 
makes  a  jeft  of,  ridicules  and  defpifea  the  fiord  doc* 
times,  dunes,  ordinances  and  bleflings  of  Hiring  rcre- 
lotion,  and  renounces  them  all*  through  fear  of  fuller* 
ing  for  them,  or  through  an  inordinate  afFetlion  to  this 
world*  in  like  manner  as  J^ia  made  light  of*  rfefpifed 
and  quirted  all  claim  to  his  birthright ;  info  much 
that,  for  the  Hike  of  fatisfying  h:s  prefent  hunger*  he 
fold  and  refigned  to  bis  brother  Jaceh  all  the  Jarred f  as 
well  sis  civil  privileges,  which  were  annexed  to  it  5  and 
that  for  lb  trifling  a  price  as  a  little  parcel  of  food* 

which 


N  0 

*  A  fornicator  may  fijnify  any  perfou 
ttat  U  of  uoEr«  fit!  embraces,  whether 

in  a  finitls  or  niaititd  fla’C*  .Accordingly 
tn  is  inrf>Td  is  offrn  IrapfLitci]  vl»rtrttonverjr 
irrliifive  of  adcWri-r**  Fphefi  vt  i  Tin;, 
l,  to.  Rev,  xxu  8.  mu!  avii.  i$.  sod  forni¬ 
cation  is  fb*vc:iir  r*  nftril  in  a  like  ubdc  extent* 
*1  c  rerc  "i* .*  v,  i.)  This  h  a  fin 
-♦-tir  as  ivnl  %s  ai^iifl  <  ur- 

fcv-$;  and  fo  1-  -t  of  the 

cond  1  ;lih*  of  :h;  L  *  :  AlU  pro* ’.r.c:MT;  if 

a  Mi  O'STiimLKd  jt>'-ir*<.,7;aK-Sy  God  j.iu\ 

relict. n;  a  ■(!  fo  *i;i  b™..*-;-?  of  the  firlh&U* 
of  ihe  !..«■  —  Rr.r  j?  is  mutter  rt  dhpu'c 
am-viijE  wh»riicr  F.Jim  was^ttiity 

ci'  I'trnicafimi  or  n-v*  Jniue  of  *hich  con- 
inter  the  nftrcrcc  hero  n *atlc  to  h\xr.y  on!y  z% 
ati  iniiiiicc *  f  a  pi  of  Tie  |vcffi>ni  And  Mrhw 
is  filid  of  him,  in  the  co'.c  of  the  vcVe, 
i\:  m:-  to  Mvorrthinb'Uid.E  as  tf;*-  only  re* 
Ulxs  to  hU  Icliiiij;  hu  blight  :£ht>  tvfcid* 

or  h<nl  iivr.rxed  to  ti  Icvcr^l  vaiiuMc 
jrvih-rrs,  Jome  *"f  a  zed  otbm 

*r\'  3  *piii’LwL  nature-  note  oo 

<baT.r-  xiT  jo  The  trni|>o:aJ  prh  1-^i.s  were 
f't’)n*ir:v?'’s  i>'.fcr  tie  vi -linger  lii'ti’.ren^  jrd  a 
ttenS'c  [-onion  o-'  rau-rasl  mhLri^n!:rT 
ti  E:.y.un  from  Cell.  ilix.  3,  icxu  17, 


T  E. 

and  t  Chrorr.-v,  1,  *.  Accordingly,  vrhen 
tfaac  had  given  the  lirthrighs  to  Jacob,  ho 
laid  Itt  Efau,  I  h;ive  iridic  him  tj*y  Jor.l, 
**  and  all  hb  brethren  I  have  given  to  him 
**  for/ervams;  Jrd corn jdJ  wtnehav- 
“  l  fiiftpiiwd  him,”  (Gen*  iixvii  37.)  AmI 
a.i  |fi  fpiriiuA  frivilu^cst  though  ihcm  are 
dUTetent  ^piiJons  about  tbt.m,  and  ue  r^ay 
nm  be  stJe  ;o  jivmiouuce  v.hb  ccr:ar(»y  wlu; 

til lj y  « ere ;  it  is  realbnable  to  fuppjfc  mu 

tJjcrc  were  lotto  nf  thb  n^uve;  hceaufL  the 
fit'll  N>ro  carried  a  typical  rcprefcnt^iion  of 
Ci^iiV,  wl-o  \a  called  *(  tilt  fiiiMmVD  among 
*'  m\  »y  hr^it  nn,*'  (Rem  -  viii.  19  )  and  the 
S;»ho;st<ioc^  of  e  uviai  life  fpoken  of  ms  the 
privi:e£c  of  tii\;  firiLborn  in  our  eonrtxt,  ver, 
13,  Aod  unkfi  fbmc  rrh'»leg«  of  a  spin, 
tiul  n^:ii:e  penait;c]  to  the  bin  bright,  it 
fee irs  pot  ro  he  very  obvkni$  why  Efji)  ihouU 
h«  called  a  piofanc  perfoo,  on  aocoiita  o'  fa* 
felling  hi  iicje  bow  ibis  inrttrence  »nvlii  have 
cot-c  up  to  the  apoftL*s  dclign  ia  cautioning 
the  Hebrews  a^arnft  a  contempt  of  the  goj- 
pcL  and  of  Us  ip:ri:u?l  piiiileges  and  obli- 
gafons:  For  a  profane  perfon  is 

one  who  trea's  fwed  tit ^  with  irrctig'oi:.- 
intern pft  and  is  ranked  among  the  rooU 
flagitious  cud  LUigodlj  firmer*,  (i  Tin;,  L  p.) 


Ch.  xii. 


17  For  ye  know 
hpw  that  after* 
ward,  he 

wmild  have  inhe¬ 
rited  the  hUiffinWj 
he  tf«  rejecteri ; 
for  be  fmifld  no 
pTatt  of  r^p-n- 
t-occt  though  he 
fbij^h:  i«  careful¬ 
ly  *ftli  (e-irs. 


rt  F^t  ye  a^ 
p«t  come  onto 
the  m  mi; t  that 
jrv.£hl  be  touch* 


The  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  pnrapbrafid,  4&I 

which  confined  of  a  piece  of  bread  and  a  mefs  of.pot* 
tage,  [Gen*  jcxw,  29, — 34*)  and  was  fufijcieuE  for  on!y  a 
meat  at  one  .eating,  ,*,**)  The  confluence  of 

which  w^s  very  tremendous  and  irretrievable* 

17  For  ye,  bdng  coitverfanc  with  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  according  to  your  duty  and  daily  practice,  cannot 
but  be  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Efau% 
as  there  recorded  ;  and  mud  needs  know*  that  when  he 
afterwards,  under  dreadful  furprize,  came  ro  fee  and 
reflect  u[Hja  the  folly,'  lot's  and  mifehief  of  the  Emrgain 
he  had  made,  as  it  <iffcilcd  his  temporal  i\ign\iuz$t  (rho* 
there  were  no  figns  of  forrow  for.  his  //*,  and  of  repen¬ 
tance  toward  GW,  or  of  fceking  his  favour,  and  beg¬ 
ging  th  tt  he  would  grant  him  repentance  unto  life)  be 
would  fain  have  regained  the  hi::  bright,  and  the  pa¬ 
triarchal  blvffing  annexed  to  it,  which  he  had  fo  incon- 
Cdcratdy,  and  indeed  wickedly  parted  with  ;  But  as  he 
was  dii  ipprovtd  of  God ;  fo  his  petition  to  his  father 
Ifaac  was  utterly  rejected  :  For  Efau  could  find  no  dif- 
pofniou  in  the  heart  of  his  father  Ifuac  to  revoke  the 
blctfing,  which  +hc  had  prophetically,  under  divine 
influence,  though  unwittingly  to  himfelf,  pronounced 
upon  jfar«£;  nor  could  he  by  any  means  prevail  upon 
his  fa;her  to  change  his  mind,  and  revafe  his  fern  cnee; 
infleai  of  which  he  confirmed  it,  Giynig*  I  have  bteffed 
hittoi  yea*  and  he  jbaii  he  bleffed ,  (Gen.  xxvii,  23-)  It 
was  now  too  late  far  Efau  to  piocure  any  alteration  of  it, 
though  he  fjiicitoufly  begged  it,  not  of  God,  but  of 
Ifaacy  with  the  greated  importunity  and  concern,  anti 
with  floods  of  tears,  crying  aloud,  with  a  great  and 
exceeding  hitter  eryt  faying ,  J>hfs  me^  even  me  afjbf  0 
my  father^  (Gen.  xxvii.  34,  38*)  This  ought  to  be  a 
folemn  caution  to  you,  as  it  will  be  equally  impoflible  for 
any  profcflbrs  of  ChriiVs  name,  that  defpife  the  grscc 
of  the  gofpcl,  and  turn  apoitate^,  to  be  ever  broughr  to 
fin  cere  repentance,  and  to  an  inheritance  of  its  privi¬ 
leges  and  blelfirigs,  which  they  wicl’i  a  wicked  mind  have 
renounced,  notwhhftanding  all  the  proofs  they  have 
had  of  the  truth  of  Chriilianity,  as  has  been  declared, 
(chap*  vi*  4, — 6*  ke  the  note  there) 5  and  God  will  never 
reverie  his  femence  of  condemnation  on  them,  though, 
when  they  come  to  feel  its  terribly  eflecls  at  death  and 
judgment,  (if  no:  before)  they  will  bittnly  lament 
ihefr  deplorable  condition,  and  cry  out  for  relief. 

18  T.ike  heed  that  ye  do  not  full  fliort  of  rhe  grace  of 
the  gofpcl,  and  think 'lightly  of  itsbkffings,  which  are 
incomparably  better  than  ever  were  enjoyed  under  the 
Old  Ttlhmcut,  as  has  been  lliown  at  large,  in  the 

maiu 
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ea,  »nd  t^-at  main  argument  of  this  epiftle  j  and  have  a  care  that  ye 
no^utito^blKkl  noc  revolt  from  Chriflianity  to  Judai/m :  For  to  bo 
ncii,  aad  dark-  gin  with  an  account  of  the  Je-wifb  difpenfation,  Ye,  in 
ncf^udusipcit,  (he  gofpcl-ftate  of  worfhip,  are  not  called  and  led*  as 
your  fathers  were,  to  enter  into  covenant  with  God, 
and  approach  his  facred  prefence,  according  to  the  aw¬ 
ful  and  tremendous  appearances  of  his  majefly  on 
mount  Sinai  in  Arabia,  (Gal.  jv.  25.)  which  in  oppo* 
fition  to  the  fpiritual  nature  of  the  gofpel-church,  ftgai- 
fied  by  mount  Sion,  (ver.  22.  fee  the  note  there,)  was 
of  an  earthly,  material  fubftance,  capable  in  itfelf  of 
being  touched,  or  felt  after  a  corporal  manner,  though 
all  fach  touching  it,  by  roan  or  beaft,  was  forbidden, 
while  the  tokens  of  the  divine  pretence  were  upon  it  at 
the  delivery  of  the  law,  (ver.  20.)  and  while  it  was 
amazingly  touched,  moved,  and  (haken  by  the  power 
of  God,  (£.v*  XIX.  20.  F/ilxviii.  8.  and  civ.  3J.)  which 
might  be  an  emblem  of  that  difpenfation,  as  carnal, 
earthly,  and  moveablcy  (ver.  xxvii.)  Nor  are  ye  come  to 
the  fire  that  burnt  on  the  mountain,  as 

though  it  were  all  over  in  a  flame,  out  of  the  midft  of 
which  God  fpake  unto  Ifrael ,  (Deur.  iv.  11,  12.  and 
v.  22.  23.)  'y  which  maybe  confidered  as  an  emblem  of 
the  trrriblenefs  of  that  difpenfation,  and  oftbejuftice 
of  God,  who  is  a  canfuming  fire  to  /inner  1,  according 
to  the  find  tenor  of  that  fiery  law,  (ver.  29.  and  Dcut. 
xxxiii.  2.)  Nor  are  ye  come  to  the  gloomy  and  horrible 
darknefe  that  covered  mount  Sinai,  by  means  of  the 
thick  cloud  of  fmoke  which  aroTe  from,  and  was  ming- 
glcd  with,  the  flafhes  of  fire  that  burned  upon  it, 
(Deut.  v.ijbz, — 24.)  which  may  be  confidered  as  an 
emblem  of  the  darkneft  of  that  difpenfation  through 
which  the  carnal  Israelites  could  not  look  unto,  and 
true  believers  themfelvcs  had  but  obfeure  conceptions 
of,  the  way  of  pardon  and  deliverance  from  deferved 
wrath,  and  of  that  falvation  which  was  to  be  brought 
in  by  the  promifed  Mcfliah ;  Nor  are  ye  come  to  the 
dreadfully  tempeftuous  thundering,  lightening,  and 
earthquake,  that  were  in  the  mount  at  the  giving  of  the 
law,  (Ex.  xix.  *<5,  it>.  and  xx.  18.)  which  may  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  an  emblem  of  the  Jeverity  of  its  cur/e,  and 
of  the  Terrors  of  an  awakened  confidence,  under  a  fenfc 
of  guilt,  and  fear  of  the  puniOimenc  that  is  due  to  the 
tranfgrefiors  of  it : 

is  Andthcfbunii  19  Nor  are  ye  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  divine 
tit  TT  a,£>-'  maic%'  arnid«  thofe  terrible  reprefentadons  of  him,  as 
*3tds  ,  which  your  lawgiver  and  judge,  by  an  exceeding  loud  and 
vw*  awful  alarm,  which  made  the  Ifraelites  tremble,  and 

which 
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44f 


thqr  that 
heard  intreated* 
that  the  word 
Ihoufd  not  be 
Jpoken  to  them 
vf  more  i 


(For  they 
Could  not  endure 
that  which  wa* 
com  man  tied*  And 
if  >  much  as  a 
beau  touched  the 
mountain,  it  Hull 

he  itonnl,  or 
thmft  through 
with  u  dart. 


which)  waxing  louder  and  tender  for  a  confiderible 
time,  (till  further  awakened  their  fears,  and  may  be 
compared  to  the  ftrong  found  of  a  trumpet,  (Ex.  six. 
16,-19.)  like  wb'«  will  be  heard  at  the  rcfurrcttion  of 
the  dead  to  the  judgment  0;  the  great  day  of  account*; 
(1  Cor.  xv.  52.)  And  then  followed  the  promulgation 
of  the  laW'in  the  audience  of  the  people,  by  a  terrible 
articulate  voice,  which  dt Hindi y  pronounced,  in  tbetr 
own  language,  the  words  contained  in  the  ten  com¬ 
mandments,  Bx.  xx.  i, — 17  and  Deut.  iv.  12.)  which 
fotemn  declaration  of  this  holy  and  righteous  law,  in 
all  i»  ftriGn^fit  and  extent,  rnude  fuch  a  terriiying  im- 
predion  on  the  minds  of  them  that  heard  it,  and  filled 
them  with  fuch  a  fecife  of  guilt  and  obnoxioufiiefs  to  di¬ 
vine  wrath,  that  they  earneftly  begged  of  Mo/es  to  in- 
terpofe,  as  a  mediator  between  God  and  them,  and 
communicate  hi3  mind  and  will  to  them}  and  depre¬ 
cated  God’s  fpealdng  thofc  awful  words  to  them,  and 
demanding  their  ohedience,  in  fuch  an  immediate  and 
terrible  manner  any  more,  left  they  ftioutJ  die.  (Ax.zx. 
18,  x^.'Deut.  v.  5,  23,24,  25.  and  xviii,  16.) 

20  For  they  were  conscious  to  themfelvea  that,  thro* 
the  weaknefs  and  depravity  of  nature,  they  were  utter¬ 
ly  incapable  of  coming  up  to  the  fan&iiy  and  ftrichtefa 
of  thefe  commandments  and  prohibitions,  aod  of  being 
jufiified  by  their  own  imperfe&  obedience  to  them  ; 
and  they  knew  not  how  to  bear  up  under  the  dreadful 
appearances  of  God  in  the  manner  of  his  publishing 
them :  And  fo  fvvete  were  his  injun&ions,  asexprefsly 
to  command,  that,  if  any  onej  during  this  folemnity  of 
the  divine  prefence,  (hould  Artak  through  the  bounds 
which  he  had  fet  round  about  the  mount,  and  ftiould 
touch  fo  much  as  the '  border  of  ir,  whether  it  were  a 
man,  or  even  a  bead  of  any  kind,  he  Iboold  not  live, 
but  {hould  furely  be  Honed  to  death,  or  pierced  and 

(lain 

T  E. 

»nfiwrbj  by  avojfc^  (£g.iiir, 

15.}  anti  it  follows,  (chap,  jut,  i.)  that 
**  God  (poke  ajl  i-sefc  words and  refer- 
ciu£  hereunto,  Mofo  frid  to  Iftad,  **  Tlic 
Lord  fpake  unto  you  out  of  the  in  id  ft  of 
“  the  Qi c,  ye  heard  the  voice  of  words; 
**  su'd  theft  words  the  Lord  fpake  unto  all 

-* — witb  a 
la*  and  t.  gi,) 


N  O 

4  **  The  found  of  a  trumpet,  and  the 
«  voice  of  words,"  appear  to  have  be*n 
formed  by  the  miniftr)  of  angels:  For  they 
are  fp<ikcn  of,  as  to  be  fem  with  the  ureal 
found  of  a  trumpet  at  the  «»’d  of  the  world, 
xxiy-  jt*  and  the  law  is  Lid  to  be  £t 
veti  “  by  the  difpofitjon  of  angels,  and  or- 
“  darned  by  angels  in  the  hand  of  a  media* 
**  tor,"  meaning  Moles,  and  to  be  ihe 
41  word  jpoken  by  angels,"  (Aft*  vi:  si* 
Gah  iiL  19*  and  Hcb.  it.  i.  And  yet, 
the  t  mm  pet,  t-hifh  fha*l  be  four,  d-d  at  rh* 
Uft  day,  h  tailed  **  the  trump  of  God,” 
a  ThelT  W*  itf  )  fo-thevnicc,  by  which  the 
Jiw  vu  delivered*  is  rtprefcitud  as  God*> 


your  aflcmbly  in  the  motnrt- 
**  sreat  vofre/*  (Dent-  iv*  *■ 


Py  corr  paries  thd’c  things  together,  wt  may 
fvppoftihat  the  Lord  made  an  immediate 
trie  of  the  mint  Ary  of  angel*,  in  a  fop*Tna~ 
tvrjl  utterance  of  both  the  found  and  the 
*’01  di. 
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XI  And  fo  ter* 
tible  »v  the 
fifeht,  that  Mo  lev 
liid,  I  exceeding* 
If  fear  «ul 
Quake  i) 


w  But  ye  ait 
tome  onto  mount 
Swo, 


flain  with  an  arrow,  javeKn,  or  dart,  (Ex.  xfr*  12,  *3-)i 
which  w.is  nn  awful  indication  of  the  great  Hi  (lance 
that  creature;  are  to  be  kept  at  from  God,  by  reafbn  of 
fin*  and  of  his  being  inacceflible  to  tinners,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  law  ;  as  alio  of  the  vengeance  that 
he  will  execute  upon  the  tfanfgrdTors  of  his  com¬ 
mands. 

It  Yet*  fo  aflonifhing,  (hocking*  and  dreadful  was 
the  appe trance  of  the  awful  tokens*  by 

which  lh; 'immediate  prefence  of  the  divine  majefly 
was  evidently  manifested  to  be  on  the  mount,  that 
even  Mofct  *  himfcif,  not wfchftan ding  all  his  eminent 
fanfiity,  and  his  oITice  of  a  mediator  to  declare  the 
mind  of  God  to  the  people*  and  his  frequent  convcrfcs 
with  him*  was  (1  ruck  with  fuch  terror  and  conform- 
tion  at  h*  as  he  dwelt  in  mortal  flefli*  and  had  (toll  the 
remainders  of  a  body  of  fm,  that  he  could  not  forbe.ir 
crying  oat,  ar  the  firft  tight  of  it,  I  am  all  over  feizt-d 
with  an  aftnghrning  allonifhmcnt  and  difimy,  and  with 
horrible  trembling.  So  cloudy  and  tremendous  was 
the  mount  £/na{~difpenfation  of  the  covenant,  which 
concealed  its  triad  delightful  glories*  and  engendered  a 
bondage  frame  of  fpirit,  (Gat,  iv.  14,  and  fee  the  note 
*m  chap,  viii.  6.)  ~th.tr  it  may  well  tAc  von  off  from 
all  thought  or  delire  of  returning  to  thlr-flfo/iwc  lav„the 
amazing  terrors  of  which  ye  arc  not  now  called  unto. 

ll  Bat  inilcsd  of  being  fummoned  to  approach  unto 
God  under  fuch  dreadful  leprcfentations,  as  were  ma-.ie 

at 


N  O 

*  **  Mo£rt*s  AyiDg,  I  awQtkTy  A  ar  si  iid 
44  quake,1*  is  n«  to  be  fnund  uv^th:  hitlorjr 
of  G*hTs  awful  promote  i :ian  of  the  law  at 
Mount  Sinai,  we  in  mf  vfrtt  ptri  of  -the 
GU  Tcftameat:  But  it  wa*,  piobably,  a 
vd|<kno«a  and  tcccivtal  traTnion  ammtj; 
Ifce  Jews  perhaps,  rec.:ricd  in  feme 
of  thrir  writings  then  eiunt.  bkc  :he  rum  ^ 
-of  Jaunes  and  jamhro*,  two  magi¬ 

cians  of  Egypt,  which  ihc  apufii^  f peaks  of, 
a  Tim.  iii*  8.  and  therefore  he  with 

good  propriety  fpeutwq  tluiiati.c  tkt>;  e4(, 
who  were  well  fauitfacd  in  oat  -if  -tiJ.tr  uT 
thde  wiy«t  about  the  truth  of  the  fact j  +?Fkl 
it  «  highly  probable  that  Va&s  exprefled 
abdc  words  to  God,  when,  as  we  are  told, 
£*.  UKi  ifl,  19*  -u  Mount  Simt  sito- 
41  getb d*  on  a  fiuDke,  lienofi;  the  Lord  dc- 
*%  JctDded  upon  it  in  fire;  and  rbefmoke 
**  thenaf  a/oended  as  the  firokc  of  a  Fur- 
44  oact,  and  the  whale  muutd.di  tanked 
4f  grot  if ;  and  when  the  wl oe  of  the 
*l  pet  founded  Ling,  and  waud  and 

4t  taidcr,  Mtdci  fpiite,  **J  Gyi  anfacied 
St  bina  by  *  Take.”  tut  as 


T  E. 

Ajdtr,  or  what  Rod  jnAtrcd  him  by  a 
voice,  ts  not  there  recorded,  it  is  mod  1'keSv 
to  ha?c  been  thfn*  that  he  fait],  u  l  cKCftri- 
4t  iuply  fc^r  and  quakej**  and  that  QoJc.j;n- 
forUd  bins  again  ft  his  fears  by  the  voi-.e 
U'hioli  anfWcrrd  him  :  For  it  in  added  in  ■**  t 
non  verfc^,  (to,  it,  is-}  that  '*  the  L  *  \ 
11  caJlCfVMofCii  op  to  rfcc  top  of  ihe  n<oni\ 
r*  and  M  *fl*s  went  up  ;  and  the  Lord  I  ii’d 
44  UUtG  Molls,  Go  A-mH  a-lrl  dur^e  C -^c: 

**  pttypic,  idl  they  h.c&k  throMj;h  unt-' 

**  1-ord  i-->  ssi.%  m ah /<»f  the  n  pcf *:!*■,  ’ 
Sec-  VJiiiioitprjn  Moles  s  fear  htmy  ^  * 
afterward  fa  drn  the  peojile.  Ft. ir  nrtw 
cliap*  %x.  an. — However,  wc  may  ilcpe:i I 
upon  the  certainty  of  what  the  apoftle  Ly.; 
about  M*fe**$  fear,  finrehe,  who  urotc  ”’i- 
dcr  divine  infpiration,  h^s  aderted  tt,  whir1! 
he  would  not  have  done  had  it  been  a  fali<  - 
J  ooL  ■  Traditions  thu*  coafirmcd  b/  :*p"- 
ftoiic  auEhoriiy  may  faf:-y  be  receivpd  l:y 
u* ;  clnngh  no  regard  ii  to  be  jwid  tn,Popilh 
which  have  no  fuch  warrant,  anil 
ace  generally  ft  tiffed  with  the  mofl  fahui-ws 
1  script ural,  ard  i^Tcdihk  Itotki, 
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fiiou,  lAd  UDtO 
the  city  of  the 
living  Co Ilt  the 
hwTcalf-Jcnifa- 
i;m,  tod  to  sn 
innumerable  com* 
ptiij  of  angeli, 


at  -mount  Sinai,  w.iuh  was  of  an  earthly  and  corporeal 
nature ;  ye,  on  the  contrary,  are  called  by  tbe  gofpei 
to  a  milder,  fwetter,  and  more  encouraging difpenfation 
of  light  and  grace,  and  of  incomparably  more  excellent, 
and  advantageous  privileges  and  bleffmgs  j  and  are 
broughr,  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  into  a  happy  and 
holy  communion  with  the  New  TefUmCnt-diurch  which 
is  of  a  fpifitual  nature  f ;  and,  in  oppofirion  to  mount 
Sinai,  may  be  called  mount  Sion,  as,  like  the  mount 
which  bore  that  name,  it  ischofen  and  beloved  of  God; 
the  place  of  his  delightful  refidence and  fpecial  manifef- 
tation  of  his  favour  ;  the  feat  of  divine  worfhip  and  or* 
dinances  in  religious  a ffcmblies;  and  the  object  of  alt 
bis  gracious  promifes;  tbe  perfection  of  beauty,  and  tha 
joy  of  tbe  -whole  earth,  as  was  fa  id  ;'f  that  holy  place,  {Pf, 
xlviii.  a.  and  1,  2.)  It  may  alto  be  (tiled  the  ci/jv»' hich  is 
formed  into  a  numerous,  beautiful,  and  orderly  fociety, 
and  endued  with  glorious  privileges  and  immunities, by 
the  charter,  and  under  the  protection  and  defence,  laws 
and  government  of  God  himfelf,  who  erefted  it  by  his 
gofpei  and  fpirit  upon  Chiift,  as  its  foundation,  and  is 
the  proprietor  of  it ;  and  who,  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
idols  of  the  heathen,  is  the  only  living  and  true  God, 
xf&d  wells  in  this  holy  city  to  animate  it  with  his  gra- 
cflSs  ptefence,  and. take  effectual  care  of  ir,  that  all  its 
true  members,  who  are  free  denizons,  may  live  to  him 
here,  andwirh  him  in  all  his  glory  for  ever  hereafter. 
This  ci*y  of  God,  confideml  in  oppofition  to  the  earth¬ 
ly  jtrufalem,  is  of  a  heavenly  nntuie,  as  its  confutation 
and  original,  and  the  birth  of  all  its  fpiritual  Inhabitants 
are  from  heaven;  as  it  is  compacted  together  in  hea¬ 
venly  peace  in  harmony  by  the  bonds  of  faith  and  lore; 


\  Wiiit  is  tomsintd  in  this  arH  ih-  *  sst 
verier*  is  ro*  to  be  coniidercd  as  a  drier i p- 
tion  of  the  privileges  a-*rt  bklEngs  of  tfcc 
futui«4bt:  of  the  church  tn  littvsn  ;  hut 
in  pFc&nt  (fare  on  canh  under  the 
diipen&fwu,  which  the  apaflle  oppo^i  to 
rhar  of  the  Oli  Tftfament:  Tor  uicvcln  lyes 
the  force  of  th  argnm ent  to  fliew  the  prvfc- 
rtnor  of  the  grtfp;i-fhtc  beyond  thit  p  ruler 
the  taw,  and  to  guard  the  Hebrews 
apoftatiz'mg  from  Chriilianity  to  Jihlnfm, 
But,  in  atiufion  to  (he  characters  under  wb^’b 

the  church  nftfcicl  was  repre  fcmed,  he  fpcar.* 
of  the  $^jfpel-churcbT  as  **  mount  Sio  %  ihs 
<*  city  of  the  living  God,  and  tbe  hc.trenty 
“  Jetafilem/1  VrJtich  ail  terms  of  much 
the  fame  import,  and  arc  applied  in  Sciio- 
ture  to  ik  New  Tcflanocnt*chiirch  of  inis 
fcdkven,  of  which  the  church  of  <vitc 


typts*  Thus  it  is  cilfcd  %t  Sinos  and  tbe 
”  C:iy  of  God,'1  if.  ii,  }.  i*d  PC  l**iviii. 
3,  5.;  and  CJv^t  L-bdic'JCis  are  called  “  fcl- 
low-cU/cot*  with  the  faints/1  (Ephet  iL 
to  )  andT  id  didiDtli^n  fr«m  (he  earthly  Jo- 
raf  km,  the  gjfpei -church  U  called  “  Jero- 
**  falem,  wMch  is  fro  A  above  and  free,  and 
“  the  mother  of  u $  all/’  (Gah  iv„  itf.)  Aud 
believers  Ijchij  come  to  it,  asdcfcribtd  undet 
thcic  titles  moil  immediately  relate  to 
thv  wtinuiition  (hey  are  brought  in* 

in  wi  h  the  whole  church  on  eanh ;  thpogh 
the  jxi1*oivid[f  part*  of  the  dcfcri ption  feem 
more  ifmrcrrutdy  to  relate  io  the  coounu* 
nion  they  have>  even  while  they  are  here, 
with  the  church,  hi  heaven,  and  with  God 
and  the  Mediator,  who  are  mgft  perfedty 
erj'Tyed  there. 


41* 


ij  To  ike  ge¬ 
neral  iflcmblp 
•nd  chtiirh  of 
the  firft  *  borot 
whidl  art  writ¬ 
ten  in  Heat*  it, 
and  to  God  tkc 
judge  of  all,  and 
to  the  fplrits  of 
Joft  men  made 
petfedy 
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and  as  its  fpirit  and  temper,  and  all  its  tendencies  are 
towards  heaven,  and  (hall  ifiue,  and  he  pcrfc&ed  in  the 
heavenly  world.  And  in  this  Kate  of  the  gofpei- church, 
ye  are  admitted  to  a  molt  noble  and  exalted  communi¬ 
on  in  iove  and  fervice,  with  ten  ibmjand  times  ten  thou- 
fond  and  tbcufands  of  thoufands,  yea  numberlefs  myriads 
of  bitjjed  and  holy  angels,  who  fur  round  the  throne  of 
Cod’s  glory,  and  always  behold  his  face  in  heaven ,  and 
do  his  commandments ,  hearkening  to  the  vot£e  of  bis  word, 
(Rev.  r,  ii.  Mar.  xviij.  10.  and  Ff.  citi.  20.) ;  and  who 
are  your  feliow  fervaots  not  to  be  worfhipped  by  you, 
but  to  worihip  God  with  you,  (flru.  xix.  10.  and  xxii. 
9-) ;  and  are  all  minijl ring /pints,  not  with  terror,  like 
thole  appearances  at  mount  Sinai ;  but  with  lore  and 
fcindnefs,  to  pci  form  the  mtift  important  offices  of 
friendfhip;  to  be  your  invifible  guardians  in  life,  and 
magnificent  convoy  to  Jbrahands  bofom  at  death,  as 
they  are  ftnt  forth  to  minifier  for  them  who  Jball  be  heirs 
of  falv&iien,  (Lukexvi.  22,  and  Heb.  i.  14.} 

23  And  vc  are  brought  into  a  fpiritual  and  holy  fel* 
low  (hip  with  the  whole  body  of  fincere  believers,  whe¬ 
ther  milium  on  earth,  or  triumphant  in  heaven,  who 
conftitutc  the  catholic  church  of  true  and  vital  members 
of  Chrilt,  atid  are  a  much  more  delightful  and  glorious 
fociety  under  Chrift  their  head,  thafcs(ffere  the  general 
congregation  of  all  the  males  of  Ifrael,  at  their  folcmn 
(calls  three  times  a-year,  Exod*  xxxiv.  23,  and  Dent. 
xvi.  t6.)  or  than  the  general  ajfembby  of  their  whole  church 
at  mount  Sinai ,  when  .the  law  was  delivered  to  them  ; 
and  who,  to  allude  to  the  birthright  which  Efau  fold, 
(wr.  id.  fee  the  note  there)  have  many  privileges  above 
the  nil  of  mankind,  as  the  church  of  Ifrael  had  that 
were  called  Godi firfi-born,  (Ex.  iv.  22.)  and  were  there¬ 
in  typical  of  Chrifl,  and  of  the  gofpel-ehurch  as  inter— 
died  in  Inin,  and  as  the  firfi fruits  to  God  and  to  the 
Lasnb ,  (Rev.  xiv. 4,)  whoalfo  are  heirs  of  God,  and  joint- 
heirs  with  Chriji,  by  virtue  of  their  union  with  him; 
and  are  conformed  10  his  image,  who  is  the frjl-bcrn  a- 
meng  brethren,  (llom.  viii.  17, 29.)  and  has  redeemed 
them  to  Cod  by  his  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue, 
and  people,  and  nation,  and  made  them  unto  their  God 
kings  and  pritfs,  {Rev.v.  9.  jo.)  whofe  names,  to  allude 
to  the  rcgUler  of  the  full-born  of  the  males  of  ifrael, 
(Numb.  ii}.  40.  are,  as  if  were  inrclled  in  the  records  of 
beaven,  and  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life,  {Luke  x.  20. 
and  Hcv,  xiii.  8.)  as  thofe  whom  God  has  ihofcn ,  mere¬ 
ly  of  his  grace,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that 
theyfhouU  be  hok,  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love, 
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(Epbef,  i.  4.) ;  and  In  this  gofpel-ftate,  inflead  of  being 
kept  at  a  diftance  from  the  divine  prefence,  as  when 
the  law  was  delivered  in  all  its  terrors  at  mount  Sinai  ; 
ye  have  liberty  of  humble  hohlnefs  and  accefs  with  con* 
fide  nee,  by  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  (Eph.  tit.  12.)  to  the 
righteous  and  holy  God  himfelf,  even  under  the  cha- 
ra&cr  of  the  fovereigrt  Lord  and  Judge  of  all  mankind  ; 
who,  being  your  reconciled  God  and  Father,  will,  at 
his  appointed  day  for  judging  the  world  in  right eoufnefst 
by  Jejui  Chrijl ,  (Acts  xvii.  31.)  vindicate  the  righteous 
caufe  of  his  faints  and  fullering  lemma,  and  give  them 
a  crown  of  righfeou/nfs,  and  of  glory  that  fadeth  not 
away,  (2  Tim.  iv.  8.  and  1  Pet.  v.  4.) ;  and  ye  are  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  molt  defi ruble  communion,  in  faith,  love, 
and  joy,'  worfliip,  and  obedience,  with  the  feparate  fpim 
rito  of  believers  in  heaven,  who  were  righteous  before 
God  on  eanh,  as  having  been  j oft i lied  by  the  blood, 
and  fan&tfied  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrilt  j  and  whofe  fouls 
departed  from,  and  did  not  fleep  with  their  bodies  ;  but, 
immediately  upon  the  diflblu;ion  of  their  mortal  frame, 
were  prefent  with  the  Lord,( 2  Cor.  v.  8  and  Phil,  i.  23.) 
and  there  they  live  in  a  If  ate  of  perfefb  freedom  from  all 
fin  and  ferrow,  temptation,  trouble  or  danger,  and  df 
perfeft  holinefs,  and  happinefs  in  the  viGon,  enjoyment 
agd  likenefs  of  their  God  and  Saviour.  Ye  have  a 
part  net  Diip  with  thefe  bleflcd  fpirits,  as  ye  are  children 
of  the  fame  heavenly  Father,  united  to  the  fame  head, 
gathered  together  into  one  body  in  him,  (Eph.  i.  to.) 
and  animated  by  the  fame  divine  fpirits  and  as  ye  are 
imitled  to,  and  (halt  inherit  the  fame  heavenly  man- 
lions  with  them,  and  join  in  tficir  hallelujahs  for  ever, 
fus'tfie^nledfator  a4  -And  foundation,  medium,  and  center  of  all 
ef  the  nc«  cove-  this  glorious  communion,  into  which  ye  are  brought 
Mot,  and  to  the  fiy  the  gofpel,  lyes  in  your  being  called,  not  to  Mofest 
UnlT'tha/fp^-  13  a  lrP!«t  mediator  of  the  Old  Teftament ;  but  to  Jt- 
<ih  Lrtto-  things  fus,  the  only  true  and  effcffual  Saviour,  that  ye  may 
ilnn that  tf  AUL  comc  by  faith  to  him,  as  fuch,  and  may  have  an  im¬ 
mediate  free  accefs,  under  a  fenfe  of  all  your  guilt, 
vilenefs,  and  unworchinefs,  to  him  who  is  the  only  ac¬ 
ceptable  and  ail-fufficient  mediator  between  God  and 
man,  and  has  irrevocably  efUblifhed  aififil  confirmed  the 
covenant  of  grace,  as  well  as  purchafed  all  its  bleffings, 
in  this  new  and  bed  ad  min  id  ration  of  it  according  to 
what  has  been  fet  forth  at  large,  (chap.  viii.  6,— 13.  and 
jx.  15,-20.)  and  ye  have  communion  by  faith  in  ail 
the  virtue  of  his  precious  bloody  which  was  fled  for  many, 
for  the  remiffon  of  fine ,  (Mat.  xsvi.  28.)  and  is  applied 
to  your  fouls  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  ye  may  plead  it  for 

pardon, 
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pardon,  juftificacion,  and  al!  falvution,  and  your  an- 
Sciences  maybe  purged  by  it  from  dead  •\varkt>  to  ferve 
the  living  Gad,  (lieb.  ix.  14.)}  and  which  in  allulion  to 
Mofes'e  Ipritikiiiig  the  blood  oi  the  covenant  on  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  on  the  book  of  the  law,  [chap.  ix.  r  p,  20.  and 
Ex.  xxiv.  6  }  and  in  allulion  to  the  iprinklings  of  the 
blood  of  the  paffover,  and  of  the  annual  faculties  on  the 
great  day  of  atonement,  (ffjr.  xi\.  2£.  22,  and  Ley.  xyi. 
14.)  and  to  various  other  fprinktjngs  for  legal  puiificJ- 
tion,  may  be  called  the  fprinkfhig  of  the  Hood  of  Jefts 
Cbriji ,  (t  Per.  i.  j.)  which  effectually  procures,  and 
cites  aloud  in  the  ijitercefiory  pleas  of  the  Mediator,  and 
in  the  confciences  of  believeri,  when  applied,  and  reli¬ 
ed  upon  by  faith,  not  only  for  better  things  than  the 
blood  of  righteous  Abel which  was  fhed  by  bis  wicked 
brother,  and  cried  to  heaven,  not  for  mercy  and  for¬ 
give  nefa  *,  but  for  vengeance  to  come  down  upon  Cain 
his  murderer  :  and  dill  f peaks  awful  warnings  to  all  0- 
thers  of  his  psrfecuting  fpirit :  But  the  blood  cf  Chrili 
/peaks  for  ahfolutely  the  bed  of  things,  even  to  his  cru¬ 
el  fiers,  and  to  all  forts  of  finners  that  believe  in  him  ; 
and  it  fpeaks  for  comparatively  better  things  than  even 
the  blood  of  the  Sacrifice  pleaded  for,  which  righteous 
Abel  offered  by  faith  with  acceptance  to  God,  (cixip.  xi. 
4.  compared  with  Gen.  iv.  4.)  under  that  dark  difpenfa- 
tion  ;  which  did  not  give  fo  evident  affiirances  of  fuch 
great  and  glorious  bleflings,  as  are  now  clearly  revealed 
in  the  gofpel,  and  a  finally  brought  in  by  C  brill,  and 
enjoyed  with  rich  advantage  by  every  true  believer  j 
and  as  neither  Abel's ,  nor  any  other  typical  facrifices, 
that  were  afterwards  appointed  under  the  law,  could 
pofltbly  obtain,  (chap.  x.  4.) 

as  Set  tb»t  ye  25  Since  therefore  the  gofpel-ftate  is  fo  incomparably 
refute  more  excellent,  encouraging,  and  inviting,  than  that  of 

the 
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•  **  Speaks  better  thing*  thin  that  of  Abel, 
11  0F  th*D  AKfl  (*rjXp«  T0r  av 

1  apprehend,  to  allude  to  the  blood  of  the 
fftcrifiee  which  Abel  offered*  and  was  ac¬ 
ceptable  &>r  obtaining  mercy,  th rough  frith 
in  rhe  atoning  frtfiAce  of  the  iM^he  (Sec 
the  note  on  chap,  *1/4.)  1  therefore  ehiolo 
to  confute?  it  in  aUufion  <0  ibis*  rather  than 
(as  molt  expofiWs  umterffand  it)  to  the 
blood  of  Abcf  himfdf,  which  Ciin  fhed  i 
For  the  argument-  to  fhow  the  excellency  of 
the  ^fpd^ifpttihibii,  above  that  at  mount 
Sinai,  Gofer  exceeding  low,  if  it  be  conGdtr- 
od  only  as  fpofeiog  better  thing*  than  the 
innocent  blood  of  Aiwt,  which  *  us  unrigh- 
tcouAy  Wy  sad  cried  to  heaven  foe  vro- 
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geance  on  the  head  of  Cam,  ar,d  brsujht  a 
curfe,  mft&id  of  a  blcfljug,  upon  him*  Geo* 
iv,  10*  it;  and  lb  fpoitt  for  the  worft  of 
effUs,  infield  of  any  go*nl  to  com; 
hidi,  atd  upon  all  peitetutw  unto  fte-th 
like  am*  but  i\it  blood  of  the  fterihcc, 
which  Abel  offen.-d  in  faith,  and  wa*  Ignat¬ 
iy  aixepted  of  Gbd,  lpokc  for  good  trines 
fnrhimtelf,  ibougl*  not  for  o;her$,  nor*;iu 
fitch  efficacy,  and  th  Ca  rich  advantage  atj 
extent,  as  the  brood  of  Chnft  fpciks  tot 
under  the  poipeMatet  and  io  wa*r  proper 
in (h nee  to  Jbcw  that  aR  the  fucnSocs,  atr-r- 
wardj  inftitutrd  under  the  law,  were  covib 
availabk  u  the  frcriGce  of  CbrUL 
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refafc  not  him  the  taw,  take  fpecial  heed,  wateh  and  pray,  and  cau* 
'’“'if  tioufty  beware,  as  ever  ye  value  your  own  fa  I  ration,  left, 

ti  not  tin  nr  through  temptation,  world !  y  -  m  i  n dodnefs  and  unbelief, 
tuicd  him  th»t  or  through  hankerings  alter  the  Mefaie  jaw,  any  of  you, 
much  a aarcjMi  c'*^er  refufe  to  embrace,  ami  give  youtielves  up  i into 
rx  »c  tfcaft,  if  Jeftu  the  mediator  of  the  new  tevsnant,  whife  blood f peals 
f  better  things  than  that  dire!,  (vcr.  2 4.)  ;  or  Icit  any 

tauten  )'ou>  *ho  have  made  a  profdnop  of  his  name,  after- 
tea  •  ward  renounce  him,  and  lo  defpife  aod  rejett,  indead 

of  hearing  and  obeying  him,  who  now  fpeaks  to  you  all 
the  gracious,  endearing  and  important  things  of  the 
new  covenant,  by  his  werd  and  the  mmidry  of  it,  and 
by  his  Spicitj n  miraculous  gifts  to  confirm  it,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  ttrele  of  you  that  arc  true  believers  :  For  if  the 
people  of  Ijratl  did  not  efe^pt  vengeance,  but  the, car- 
cafes  of  many  of  them  fell  in  the  wildemefs,  who  re¬ 
futed  to  hear  and  yield  obedience  to  Mafcs,  and  thrufted 
him  from  them,  (dels  vii.  ^9.)  notwithstanding  all 
their  high  profellions  before  of  hearkntng  to  him,  (Ex-. 
xx.  19.)  who  delivered  the  f.'.cred  oracles  from  God  ta 
them,  and  fpke  after  an  earthly  manner 

upon  the  earth  }  much  more  impoliihle  Is  it,  that  we 
fliould  efcape  the  dreadful  vengeance  of  eternal  fire,  if 
any  of  us  who  live  under  the  gofpei,  which  brings  glad 
tidings  of  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  falvation,  fiiould,  thro* 
unbelief,  reje£t,  defpife  and  difobey  him,  who  is  the 
Lord  from  heaven,  and  personally  came  from  heaven  to 
fet  op  this  blefled  dilpenfawon ;  w  ho  alfo,  being  now 
afeended  up  to  heaven.  Ail!  further  reveals  h  in  all  its 
fpirituality,  light  and  glory,  and  fpeaks  hraventy  things 
from  thence  in  his  apoltlcs,  by  the  immediate  infpira- 
tion  of  his  Spirit,  and  by  miraculous  wonders  of  mercy 
and  goodnefs  to  confirm  them,  ( s  Pet.  i.  11.)  and  fpeaks 
then  with  heavenly  light  and  energy  in  the  fouls  of  true 
believers.  It  muft  needs  be  an  mexcufably  aggravated 
and  dcftru&ive  Gn,  to  reject  his  authority  in  this  molk 
HluArious  difpenfation  of  hie  grace. 

*«  WhnfevoW  26  Whofe  voice,  at  the  delivery  of  die  law  on  mount 
then  (hook  u<e  Sinai,  was  with  fuch  divine  roajsAy,  fovereign  autho- 
earth:  but  now  rity  aJl{j  almighty  power,  as  to  caufe  that  earthly  moun- 
erfp  fjyine,  Tct  tain  t0  m0*e»  inakc  and  tremble  greatly*  {Ex.  six*  18* 
once  mere  [  hike  and  Pf.  Ixviii.  8.)  and  as  to  make  a  terrible  commotion 
not  theeinb  on.  by  tbe  fhocking  prodigies  which  attended  ir,  and  among 
the  people  all  around ;  an  account  of  which  we  have 
already  related,  (wr.  iS, — zi.  *)  but  now,  under  tb* 

New 


NOTE. 

*  “  Hit  promise  of  (baking  not  the  earth  to  thr  great  alterations  that  fhovld  he  made 
“  only,  but  alfo  haven,*  macifcMy  (dates  by  d.:c  Krft,  and  not  thv  Jtteni  coming  eS 

drift* 
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XT  And  this 
wr^  Ket  once 
mo re,  fignifieth 
the  removing  of 
tbofc  thing*  ttisr 
are  flukca,  as  of 
things  that  arc 
made,  tWtho/c 
thing*  which  tan* 
sot  be  (hikcn 
Buy  remain. 


it  Wherefore, 
»e  receiving  a 
kingdom  which 
cannot 


New  Tefl'amcm-difpenfation,  he  was  to  make  ano¬ 
ther  more  remarkable  and  important  {baking,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  promife  with  refpeft  to  a  better  (late  of  things 
in  the  gofpd- church,  {(fag,  «i.  6.)  where  he  fays,  Tct 
once  ogjii) i,  I  -will  JbakCf  not  only  the  earth,  as  I  diet  at 
the  giving  of  the  law,  and  felting  up  that  difpenfation, 
which  was  of  an  earthly  nature ;  but  in  a  little  while, 
compared  with  the  whole  duration  of  that  (economy,  I 
will  alfo  ihaits  down  the  civil  and  eccleliaflical  Hate  of 
the  Jeiut ;  which  was  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  d^flru&ion 
of  the  city  and  temple  of  Jentfalem ,  and  which,  not 
merely  in  a  natural,  but  efpccially  in  a  figurative  feiife, 
may  be  called  {baking  both  arrii  and  heaven. 

•  27  And  this  manner  of  exprefling  it,  Tct  nr.ee  mere, 
evidently  figmfics,  that  there  fhould  be  but  one  other 
eminent  and  thoroughly  {halting  difpenfation,  after  the 
Former ;  and  that  the  JersiJb  ftate  {incluftve  of  its  po¬ 
litical  and  religious  constitution)  fhould  be  difloived,  in 
which  many  things,  eUVntial  to  the  legal  difpenfation, 
were  made  by  the  hands  of  men,  fuch  as  the  tabernacle, 
temple,  and  all  its  ucenfils,  and  were  appointed  of  God 
to  be  continued  only  till  the  time  e/ reformation,  (chap, 
ix.  to.}  to  the  end  that  ('«)  the  glorious  privileges  and 
bleflirtgs,  worlhip,  and  ordinances  of  the  New  Tcfta- 
ment-church,  which  are  of  an  unalterable  conditution, 
and  are  introduced  inftead  of  the  former,  might  abide 
without  any  change  to  the  end  of  the  world, 

28  Since  therefore  we  of  the  gofpel-church  are  made 
partakers  of,  and  a&ually  receive  by  faith,  the  glorious 
benefits  of  the  New  Teftament-difpeufstion,  which, 

under 
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Chrifl :  For  in  the  prophecy*  Hag*  ti*  tf* 
he  faid  he  would  rlo  it  in  a  liUtt  ikhiltx  and 
the  alteration*  which  enfaed  upon  Chrtfta 
appearing  in  the  flcih,  and  not  tboJe  which 
will  he  made  at  the  day  of  judgment  failed 
the  defign  of  the  apoftle's  argument,  which 
was  to  fliew  the  fuperror  excellency  of  the 
gpfpeUftate^  in  oppofielwi  to  the  Maihic  dif- 
penfftftmt*  And  the  brill  might  be  /aid  at 
this  time  to  be  (taken,  a*  there  were  great 
com  motion.*  in  the  earth  at  the  birth  of 
Chrifl,  and  by  the  miracles  he  wrought*  and 
the  earthquake  that  attended  his  refurrehion* 
The  heavens  alfo  were  (taken,  when  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  flat  yipr^raJ  to  the  wife  men  of 
the  Eiift,  and  a  mnl:i;utie  of  the  heavenly 
had  akhmUJ  the  praifcs  of  hif  hinli;  and 
when  the  heavens  were  opened,  and  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft  defeended  upon  him,  ami  God  the 
Father  declared,  whh  a;i  audible  voice  from 
heaven,  41  Thk  is  my  balorcd  Sun,  in  whom 
?*  i  am.  well  jdtsiwIF'  and  whu*  the  fun 
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was  darkened  at  his  death*  and  the  like.—' 
But  the  exprtflioos  quoted  by  the  irpnike, 
may  rarhtr  be  taken  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe. 
relating  to  the  di  Ablution  of  the  church  s»su! 
llateof  the  Jews  :  For  the  overthrowing  c i 
nation*  and  kingdom*,  u  in  prophetic  lan¬ 
guage  represented  hy  14  ftakiag  the  earth 
44  and  the  heaven 5.”  as  in  Hkg*  n.  ir> 

IC  Mill.  ij,  and  Joel  iii*  ij-  And  tta 
44  (baking  of  the  eirth  and  heavens/  hvw 
intended,  carries  our  thoughts  back  toihc 
mount  Siiiai-d:fptnfrtion,  and  the  gofpc!* 
church  ft-ite,  which  had  been  let  In  oppuf;* 
tion  one  to  the  other  in  the  foregoing  verftJ, 
(i5, — if)  and  fo  wc  lit  wu-aliy  led  r 
underhand  by  it*  the  44  remtnirg  of  thok 
46  things  that  sire  (taken,  »  of  m^*  tha: 
41  ire  made,  That  the  things  whicii  vjdtvi 
44  be  Itaken  may  remain;  atd  an  taikJ  i 
u  kingdom  which  cannot  be  (hakes/  vet 
17* 


Cti.xii. 

Cknnoi  be  moved, 
^  us  bare  grace* 
thereby  we  irjy 
fervcUffll  ictpta- 
fcjyt  with  rcrc- 
rcr.ee  and  gotiljr 


*$>  For  our  God 
?f  2  oonimning 
lire. 
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under  Chrift’s  rule  and  government,  is  a  kingdom  of 
gracet  now  fet  up  in  the  world,  and  is  not  liable  to  lis 
removed,  as  the  Old  Teftament-difpenfiuon  has  been, 
but  remains  unalterably  the  fume,  till  it  Hull  ifTite  in 
the  kingdom  of  glory,  Let  us,  according  to  rhe  nature* 
provifions,  and  encouragements  of  this  gofpel- kingdom* 
which  is  the  free  effect  of  divine  favour,  and  f;>  may  fce  cal¬ 
led  grace*  hold  it  fait  in  our  faith  and  piofcfiion  of  it  *  ; 
and  let  us  be  concerned  to  maken  careful  contentions  ufc 
of  all  the  mrarts  it  affords  us,  for  every  fupply,  iijcrcafd 
and  exercife  of  grace,  by  which  we  may  be  enabled  to 
ferve,  vrorfhip,  and  glorify  God  in  au  acceptable  man* 
ner,  through  Jefns  Chrift,  with  an  humble  and  holy  re¬ 
verence  of  his  divine  majdly,  and  wish  a  rLligious  fear 
of  him,  under  a  feiife  of  his  gteatnefs  and  glorv^and 
of  our  own  nothinguefs,  finfulnefs,  and  vilenefs  5  and  of 
the  danger  of  trifling  with  him  in  our  approaches  to  hitr^ 
and  walk  before  him* 

29  For  the  Lord,  who  is  our  coyenant-God  by  viftble 
difpcrtfuion,  -as  we  arc  profefliiig  Chriftiam,  and  is  ef- 
fe&ually  fo,  by  fpecial  grace,  to  thofe  of  u$  who  arc 
true  believers,  is  no  )cfs  jealous  for  his  own  glory,  with 
refpe£t  to  his  worfhip  according  to  inftitution  now,  than 
he  was  when  he  gave  the  law  at  mount  Sinai*  (lix.  xr* 
5,};  and  as  he  will  flail  be  fanclifv'd  by  them  that  cams 
nigh  him*  (Lev*  x*  3*}  fo  his  righteous  indignation  burns 
again  ft  thofe  that  are  not  in  Chrifl,  but  reject  him  and 
the  bleffings  of  his  kingdom;  by  unbelief,  and  caft  off 
his  fear;  and  he  in  the  ttriftmffs  of  juft  ice*  and  purity 
of  his  holinefs,  is  as  terribly  deft  motive,  like  a  con  fum¬ 
ing  fire,  even  to  thofe  who  are  his  covenant- pea  pic  by 
external  profdEon,  hut  ace  unmindful  of  his  covenant, 
under  the  gofpel,  as  he  fchreatned  to  be  to  the  carnal 
Jfraelites  under  the  law*  [Dent*  iv*  23,  24*  and  ix*  3.) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  gteat  is  our  encouragment  to  ftiith  and  patience  1  Wr  have  a  cloud  of  e* 
minent  examples  in  the  Old  TdUment  faints*  and  the  bright  til  of  all  in  our  dif¬ 
fering  Lord  and  Saviour,  to  animate  our  running  the  CimJlun  race  through  all 
difficulties  till  it  be  completed*  In  order  hereunto*  Let  ns  cart  off  every  thing 
that  would  incumber  ua,  and  every  tin  that  we  are  moft  incident  to,  and  look  to 
.Jefus,  the  Author  and  FifiiJher  of  faitlx*  for  all  afltfancca,  victory*  and  triumph* 
that  we  may  be  conformable  to  him,  who,  for  the  joy  which  was  frt  before  him, 
endured  the  crufs,  dtfpifing  the  fhamc,  and  U  now  exalted  to  his  throne.  Our 
i offerings  have  not  yet  been  uhto  death,  as  they  might  have  been,  and  were  in 


*  Grace  may  here  betaken  either  for  the  Verves  from  the  cridcs^  that  the  verb  render- 
frw  favour  of  God*  or  for  the  eflett  of  it,  ed  to  (tvmj,  \s  often  put  for  Vj 
in  iTMCou*  qualities,  And  Ur  Whitby  ob*  or  h;U  faftt  \***v£frO# 
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many  of  the  ancient  worthies,  amt  in  ouTblefled  Lord  bimfrlf;  and  what fu ever 
they  be,  if  we  are  the  children  of  God,  they  ate  alt  wifely  ordered  and  grarioully 
over-ruled  by  our  heavenly  Fat:ttrt  in  a  way  official  lore,  for  our  amendment 
in  this  irnperieft  world*  For  what  fon  U  tlurc  whom  the  father  ebaftens  not 
for  his  faults  ?  Hitt  U  how  difficult  U  it  to  deer  right  between  defpHtng  the chaft- 
nings  of  the  Lord,  and  fainting  under  them  I  and  with  how  much  greater  reve¬ 
rence  and  fubmitiinn  fhmild  %ve  receive  the  corrections  of  the  Father  of  our  fpi* 
rits.  than  can  be  due  from  children  to  thdr  fathers  of  the  fleftt  1  Though  fueh 
cbaftr.ings  are  in  their  own  nature  grievous*  they  are  neverthelefs  profitable*  to 
make  as  partakers  of  his  boliudk,  and  to  produce  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righte- 
oufneft,  fur  living  to  him  here  and  with  him  hereafter.  How  deeply  concerned 
therefore  ought  we  to  be,  that  no  afflictions  may  ever  turn  us  a&de  from  the  way 
of  God*$  teftimomes,  or  make  us  halt  in  our  holy  profdfion  ;  but  that  we  may 
advance  forward  with  vigour  in  the  ftraight  paths  of  truth  and  doty,  and  may  be 
exemplary  and  encouraging  to  others,  under  their  fears,  defpondentirs,  and 
dangers!  And  O  what  amiable  companions  are  peace  and  holincfs?  Thrfe 
flunild  be  unitedly  purfuedd  But  if  wc  cannot  obtain  peace  upon  good  terms  with 
men,  We  fhoukJ  remember  that  holinefs  is  abfolutdy  needfary  to  the  beatific  vi- 
fion  and  enjoyment  of  God.  And  how  dreadful  is  it  to  fall  ftiort  of  his  grace  un¬ 
der  a  profefiion  of  the  gofpel  f  All  principles  and  practices,  that  lead  to  apoftacy, 
will,  one  way  or  other,  he  a  root  of  bitternefs,  and  endanger  infctftion  to  the 
church  of  Chri&,  whenever  they  breakout.  How  Jtiould  we  dread  the  fuft  be¬ 
ginnings  ofapoftacy,  left  at  length  it  fhontd  run  into  all  undeanoefc  and  profane 
contempt  of  every  thing  that  is  (kcred,  like  EJau* s  ciefpiling  and  felling  his  birth¬ 
right,  which  could  nwer  be  recovered?  Mow  terrible  is  the  voice  of  the  law,aa 
delivered  at  mount  S?tjarf  and  as  roaring  in  the  confidences  of  avrakeoed  fin- 
ner$!  It  fpicads  blactncfs  and  darknefs  through  their  fouU;  burns  like  a  torment¬ 
ing  fire  within  them:  overwhelms  them  like  an  horrible  tempeft  ;  fummotisihern, 
as  with  tbe  found  of  a  trumpet,  to  appear  at  God's  awful  bar  for  judgment ;  and 
makes  them  dread  to  hear  of  any  thing  more  of  its  rigorous  terrors,  which  they 
know  not  how  to  bear*  Yen,  the  kolidt  of  men,  bke  M&fcs  himfetf,  mnft  trem¬ 
ble,  when  they  think  of  God'e  infinite  purity  and  unyielding  jufttce,  as  confider- 
cd  only  according  to  the  tremeudous  revelation  of  them  in  his  righteous  law.  But 
how  encouraging,  di>:ufurung,and  glorious,  arc  thedifeoveries  and bleflings  of  gi^f- 
pel -grace !  Here  deliverance  from  the  law  and  all  its  terrors,  and  the  tichefi  pri- 
viliges  are  fet  before  condemned  finners ;  and  believers  in  Jefuft  have  free  admif- 
fion  to  alt  heavenly  bleflings  with  the  New  Teftament-church :  For  the  living  God 
dwells  after  a  more  fplritual  and  excellent  manner  in  them  than  ever  he  did  in  ihc 
temple  on  mount  £/>//,  and  in  the  beloved  city  of  JcrufaUm*  They  have  delight¬ 
ful  and  beneficial  communion  by  faith  and  love  with  innumerable  myriads  of  holy 
angels ;  with  the  Ipirits  of  departed  faints,  which  are  made  perfect  in  happindi 
and  holineft;  and  with  theuniverfal  church  of  militant  and  triumphant  believers, 
whofe  names  are  written  in  heaven ;  And  they  have  humble  bold  nets  of  accefs  to 
God,  ibe  judge  of  the  wbok  world,  as  they  come  by  faith  to  him  thro1  the  Me¬ 
diator  of  the  new  covenant,  under  the  rprinfcting&of'bls  blood,  which  fpcaks  bet¬ 
ter  things  than  the  blood,  even  of  faciifice*  How  fliould  we  rejoice  and 

blefs  God  for  the  gofpd-difpenQitton,  which  brings  us  to  out  only  remedy  again  ft 
the  terrors  of  the  law,  and  to  a  happy  communion  with  God  and  Chrift,  aitgrh 
and  faints  1  This  is  a  conftitution  of  a  fpiritual  and  heavenly  nature,  and  is  re¬ 
vealed  and  confirmed  immediately  from  heaven  by  our  bldled  Lord,  whole  voice 
ihciokthe  earth  in  delivering  the  law  at  mount  Shwh  and  who  made  a  molt  ex¬ 
cellent  revolution,  which  may  be  called  his  (baking  heaven  a&weU  as  earth*  in  fit¬ 
ting  afide  the  difpeofatrou,  and  introducing  that  of  the  golpd-ltate  in 

ftead.  How  firmly  U  this  glorious  difpen  fat  ton  of  light  and  grace  eftablrArd,  t<* 
Continue  without  any  change  to  the  confucn matron  of  all  things  1  It  confifts  of 
fucb  afpiritual  church  Ihrtc,  with  refped  t<r its  worfhip  and  ordinances, privileges 
and  bleflings,  as  cannot  be  (haken  ;  and  is- a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved. 
O  with  what  fpirituaUty  and  folrmnity  fliuuld  wt  waWhip  God  according  to  tfi?s 
httvenly  cftabiilhmcnL?  Though  he  is  a  reconciled  God  and  Father  Ia-Cttriit  to  aM 
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0nccrc  bclit?«r^>  he  i$  a  devouring  fire  to  all  negte&fn  and  abuforB  of  his  grace* 
lod  particularly  to  all  bypoqritca  and  apoltatcs*  liow  highly  therefore  tfoth  it 
concern  us  to  receive,  and  hold  fail,  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  with  faith 
and  Lave  ;  and  to  hate  the  troth  of  grace  in  our  own  fouls*  whereby  we  may 
be  enabled  to  ferve  God  acceptably,  through  CJirift,  with  all  devotional  reverence 
ufhufacredmajefty*  and  flial  fearof  attending himi 


CHAP*  XUI. 

Tbt  apojilc  exhorts  to  the  tar  tout  duties  of  brotherly  love ,  hcfpxiality , 
Chrifiian  fympathy ,  marriage-chajlity ,  conlentednefs  with fuch  wordty 
circumjlances  as  providence  allots  to  i ist  a  nd  paying  due  refpeCl  to  the 
infruhionsy  example ,  andmemory  of faithful  pajlorsy  i  *— 8*  Cautions 
againfl  being  carried  away  with  JeuriJh  ddClrines  and  ceremonies  y  which 
are  fulfilled  uiChrlft^  the  gofpel  high  pnefif  altar  and  faortficty  9, — 14, 
Adds  further  exhortations  to  duties  that  relate  to  Gody  to  our  neigh - 
hourt  and  them  that  are  fet  over  us  in  the  Lordy  15,-17,  Dzjircs  the 
prayers  of  theHtbrtvrS)  andprayt  for  them ,  18* — 21.  Recommends 
what  he  had  wrote  in  this  epijile  to  their  ferious  confide  ration ;  Gives 
them  hopes  of  his  own  andT\uftOthy*s  coming  to  fee  them  \  and  concludes 
with  his  ufual  falutations  and  benediction *  22* — 25. 


Text, 


Para  ph  r  a  £  e. 


T  El*  brotherly 
**  love  continue* 


a  Be  twt  for¬ 
getful  to  enter* 
Uin  ft  rangers;  for 
thereby  iomehare 
enteitsincd  an* 
gdi  unaware*. 


T  ET  it  be  your  earned  care  and  endeavour*  that  as 
ye  have  begun*  (chap*  vi*  10,)  j  fo  ye  may  go  on 
to  maintain  and  cultivate  an  abiding  and  growing  exer- 
cife  of  a  brotherly  and  affeftionate  temper  and  behavi-i 
our*  in  all  offices  oT  frendfhip  one  towards  another*  and 
towards  all  your  fellow-Chriftiaiis,  who  are  members  of 
the  fame  family*  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father* 
brethren  in  Chrift  your  elder  brother*  partakers  of  (he 
fame  grace,  and  heirs  together  of  the  fame  glory,  whe¬ 
ther  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles ,  or  whalfoever  denomina¬ 
tion  they  are  difttnguifhed  by. 

2  Extend  your  brotherly  companion*  in  a  fpcciai 
manner*  to  fuch  honeft  religious  It  rangers  **  as  are 
perfected  for  righteoufnefs  fake*  and  driven  from  their 
own  habitations  and  country)  or  as  voluntarily  go  a- 
bout  to  preach  the  gofpel*  {ACls  viii.  1.  and  2  Johnt 
ver*  j*— ^8.}  Do  not  defpife  or  n  eg  left  tHcfe*  or  withhold 

your 


N  o  T  1% 

*  Thdogb  h  H  Indeed  common  humanity  urn  cntTre  ftrtngert  to  them,  Afb  xxriit- 
to  (hew  kind  Left  to  needS tout  ftnogert,  1,  7.  Yet  as  ihh  exhortation  tfaiidi  amonj 
whether  they  be  truly  religion*  or  not*  and  thoft,  that  velatt  10  the  bc^vyW-t 
was  enjoined  by  the  Jaw  10  IlWct;  Dew.  of  Chriftbite  one  towfuk  jimiher,  at  fuch* 
19.  as  hofpiulify  in  general  alfr  is  by  the  according  to  ihdr  various  eircuinrtaHec*,  tt  is 
apofllo,  Rom*  aii.  i}.  and  GaL  vi*  10.  and  to  be  tunfiderci!  at  01c  branch  of  brotherly 
tht  very  Hear  hens  prafHfat  it  in  the  generou*  love,  which  was  t<*  he  (hewn  id  cotenaiaiuj 
and  companion  ate  entertainment  they  gave  flrangersdf  that  clutjOer, 
to  Panland  (he  ftiip*fc:ked  company,  ^'ho 
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j  Remember 
frem  that  are  in 
bontUj  a*  bound 
with  them  :  and 
them  which  fi if- 
fer  adverlity,  as 
being  you-iclTrcs 
alio  Li  the  botiy* 


your  charity  from,  and  harden  your  hearts  againft  them  ; 
but  be  always  ready*  according  to  yotir  abilities  and  op¬ 
portunities,  to  entertain  them  with  liberality  and  friend- 
fliip  %  Receive  them  into  your  hearts  and  houfes  %  and 
fupplv  th?m  with  needful  accommodations  and  allif- 
Liners  of  every  kind*  This  will  be  an  honour  to  God 
and  Chriftian  religion,  a  fe^fonable  relief  to  thofc  whom 
his  providence  calls  in  your  way  ;  and  a  noble  famUo 
tion  to  your  own  minds  in  reflection  upon  it,  as  it  has  for¬ 
merly  b?en  toothers:  For  by  this  generous  temper  co¬ 
ward  Grangers,  fome  of  our  religious  anceftors,  fuch  as 
dhrah&m  and  Lct>  (Gen,  aviih  2 * — 8*  and  xix.  i, — 3.) 
had  the  honour  of  entertaining  angels  *,  whom,  by 
their  appearance,  they  then  took  to  be  only  good  irnru 
3  Another  branch  of  duty,  which  belongs  to,  and  is 
included  in  Brotherly  fovtj  anti  which  I  would  earneflly 
recommend  to  you,  is,  that  as  ye  have  had  compafEou 
on  me  in  my  bonds,  (chi ip*  x*  34.) ;  fo  ye  would  bcr.r 
upon  your  heart*:,  pity  and  pray  tor,  tenderly  fympathize 
with,  and,  a$  far  as  in  you  lyes,  contribute  to  the  relief 
and  comfort  of,  and,  if  opportunity  offers,  make  friend¬ 
ly  vifits,  and  give  all  potiibie  afiiftance  to,  thofe  faithful 
profefibrs  and  mtmfters  of  Chrift  that  are  cart  into  pri- 
fon,  and  laid  under  bond*,  fur  his  and  the  gofper$  fake; 
Do  tbis,  like  perfons  embarked  in  the  fame  glorious 
came,  for  which  they  fuller,  and  that  corrpaiTionate 
them  as  feelingly,  as  if  ye  yourfdves  were  a&uaUy  in 
like  diftreffed  circumflances  with  them.  And  I  befeeth 


you  to  be  as  mindful  of*  and  tenderly  affefied  towards 
all  your  feltow-Chriftians,  that  fuffer,  if  not  unco  im- 
prifonment,  yet,  reproaches,  the  fpciling  of  their  goods, 
and  other  hardships  on  CbrifFs  account,  or  that  labour 
under  grievous  afflictions  and  tribulations  of  any  kind  j 
confidering  yourfdves  as  members  of  the  fame  myfti- 


.  fro 

*  Tf  (as  U  highly-  probable)  t?ie'  apcfUt 
here  refers  to  the  entertainment  that  Abra¬ 
ham  nod  Lot  give  to  the  an^cl*,  which  ap* 
peered  to  [tiem  in  hermn  form;  oik'uf  tliolc t 
augcL,  who  appeared  to  Abraham,  5*  sU 
along  repreibmod  irv  the  hilfory  tender  the 
title  of  who  J*oke  of,  and  con¬ 

verted  with  Abraham,  *Gtn.  xviji.  1*  xiii 
17,— fli,  and  fo  wa*  not  a  created  angel,  but 
the  Sex  of  God ,  the  A*«ci  of  the  ctrvtKMU 
(See  the  note  on  Afb  vii.  3b,)  Bm  ss  he 
muinnd  with  Abrthm,  «nd  only  the  o- 
ther  two  anytLs  were  entertained  by  Lot,  it 
*<rald  not  bare  been  irid  with  propriety,  in 
l be  pSmal  number,  (a;  baa  been  luppofed 
v  ould  have  ltjv;''gtheu<d  the  aj^niuejii)  that 


fine  (rtv'r)  enterta'atd  anfielt,  one of  iffae 
ic tat  the  i'sa  of  GW  ;  for  Lot  did  not  enter¬ 
tain  hint  ;  and  if  t‘wy  h<*h  liad  done  this, 

it  wan  no  m^re  than  hath  keen  laid  of  ilvr- 
raj,  who  cu terrain ed  nur  hlcfl^d  Lord,  whiL 
he  was  opon  fanJi,  under  thv durafftr  of  .1 
mere  man;  or  mt flense;-  fiom  God  at  inofl, 
while  they  did  not  know-  him  to  be  the  Son 
of  God,  ot  the  true  Mcfiiah*  In  fiance  ot 
which  wc  have  in  t1*c  Pharitee,  who  invited 
him  10  eat  with  him  at  his  houlc;  and  m 
two  of  his  own  difdp.CF,  whojook  him  ter 
a  (hanger,  and  conQru^cd  Jmn  to  eat  with 
Them,  while  **  their  eyes  wire  hbidcu 
“  they  fhonld  not  l  now  him  *  Luke  uiL  jo, 
aad  ixiv* 


Ch,  xitii 
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4 

hcirftnrcbtc  Ui  ail, 
an  I  t!nc  hcduude- 
filed;  bitf  whore* 
*i  mgevs  and 
didrertrr*  Uod 
urili  jod^c. 


5  Let  yenr 
be 

iii.hxiv  covetous 
ncis. 


cal  body  with  them,  (:  CV,  xii*  r2,  13,  25,  261  27.)* 
and  reflecting  upon  yuur  own  ftate  and  condition,  as 
liable  and  erpofed  to  the  like  trials,  while  ye,  as  well 

they,  dwell  in  mortal  flelh,  and  have  no  fecurity  but 
that  your  own  lot  may  foon  be  the  fame  with  theirs. 

4  Let  none  call  a  reproach  upon  the  ordinance  of 
marriage  #,  which  God  hath  inftituted  and  blefled,  and 
given  laws  about,  (Gen*  ii.  2J,  24.  and  Mat*  xix.  5*}  > 
which  Ctuifl  honoured  with  his  prefence,  ( John  ii* 
r, —  1 T.)  }  and  which  was  appointed  by  the  God  of  na¬ 
ture  *nd  providence,  for  producing  a  legitimate  oJfrpnng, 
for  the  harmony  of  families  and  the  good  of  fuc.ety, 
and  for  a  proper  remedy  again!!  all  unclcimncfs :  And 
provided  this  relation  be  entered  into,  with  the  mutual 
free  confrnt  of  only  ore  Tunable  man  ami  woman,  ttnd 
within  prescribed  hounds  for  preventing  iticeftuous  co¬ 
habitation,  ( Lev .  xviiu  6, —  itf*)  it  is  to  far  from  being 
in  itfdf  unworthy,  or  unlawful,  that  it  is  a  very  ho* 
nourablc  ftaie  of  life,  in  borh  i'exesof  all  rants,  degree:, 
and  profeftons  ;  and  is  f->  accounted  by  all  civilised  m- 
tions;  And  let  thofe  who  are  in  a  Hate  of  wedlock,  preferve 
the  honour  of  the  marriage-bed  inviolated,  by  abftaining 
from  an  adulterous  ufe  of  other  men  or  women,  and  by  a 
tollable  and  feafonabie  performance  of  the  marr^ge-duty* 
[\Cor*  viU  2, — 4.)  which  will  pm  an  honour  upon  it*  But 
as  to  thofe  who  are* guilty  in  thought  or  deed,  {Mat*  v* 
28*}  either  of  Ample  fornication  in  3  finite  date,  or  of 
adultery  in  a  married  (late,  God  will  often  purdlli  them 
in  this  world  ;  or,  at  fun  he  ft,  will  call  them  to  a  fe* 
vere  account,  and  condemn  their  fins,  ami  the  impem* 
lent  praclifers  of  them,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  end 
exclude  them  from  ins  heavenly  kingdom.  (1  Cor*  vi.  9, 
10.) 

$  Another  duty,  which  1  would  recommend,  as  of 
general  ufe  to  you  ail,  andcf  high  importance  to  your 
Chriftian  character,  is,  to  beware  of  covetoutoeft  in  ail 

its 


NOTE. 


1  There  were,  it  teems,  In  thofe  day*, 
fniacilut  condemned impure 
end  ucUivftil  ftatc,  iucflniillicnt  with  the 
if;- etutthy  that  is  netciiary  \o  the  perfec¬ 
tion  ot  religion;  while ot hen  aceosinrcd  M-v*- 
yU  foruicaiirrii  lu  be  fin;  and  the  ajxrfle 
foefaw,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  tba;  turn 
like  peuikious  nothm*  would  be  propaj^-d 
jn  the  apnllacy  of  (ik-t:  the 

wie  on  1  Tim*  isr*  i^)  In  oppofkion  rhero 
tV>re  to  both  thete  enors.  he  ree*immeiuls  a 
married 


to  the  preventing  of  fonimrion  and  adulte¬ 
ry  A*  (he  verb  fuMfanti'-s  m 

the  Ore^k,  to  complete  ihi*  icn^nce,  f;ur 
Ckui  timers  and  odjcrti  ftippiy  U  hy  ht  (?n) 
and  ft>  make  at:  tlfimvidve  p -op'»b'in>i  ;  ai  d 
others  thpply  it  by  Ut  i*  K\  and  fo 

it  apetJpefiivc  or  cx!kOvt:uitfc  prupu- 
juft  in  the  fame  manner  m  the  next, 
writf,  (wlieve  is  the  Time  moimon  in  the 
oiiniivti)  is  rendered*  i(  Let  yemv  cnimrJa' 
**  tifjn  be  <oveu;iirt}vr^"  Ibu  2i  it 

5s  unCei Lain.  Ip  uhi.h  dine  u^vs  (l*e 


as  not  o;dy  lawful*  lJ|u  *,rt< 
jMitirjble*  provided  in  erds  h*  pinned  with  vcvb  may  he  here  htft  iup;  IlcJ,  bolli  ar- 
iikbty*  and  a  btC3nn;ig  chaft^y  of  rr\hvlt  Ler*  into  ihe  p^diufV* 
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ncfs;  audition- 
(cot  with  fuch 
thhifisasyehrse; 
for  h«  hath  fold, 
I  wliJ  never  teaTc 
thee,  norMake 
tkce. 


its  degrees  and  various  ways  of  working,  {Luke  xii. 
14.)  which  are  inconfifttnt  with  the  forementioned  duties 
of  brotherly  love,  hofpitality,  and  compaflioa  to  them 
that  are  in  adverfuy,  {vsr.  1 , — 3.) ;  let  there  he  no  im¬ 
moderate  defireS,  or  parfuiu  after  the  things  of  this 
world,  in  your  temper,  traffic,  and  manner  of  life ;  in 
fetting  your  hearts  upon  them,  and  making  an  idol  of 
them,  as  if  they  were  your  chief  good  j  in  being  over 
eager  to  get  them,  efpeciaily  by  any  fraudulent,  unjuft, 
or  opprellive  means ;  in  grudging  any  proper  expence 
for  the  reasonable  fupport  and  comfort  of  yourfelves  and 
families,  according  to  your  refpe&ive  ftations;  in  be¬ 
ing  loth  to  communicate  of  them,  as  occafioos  require, 
for  the  glory  of  God,  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  aftli&ed, 
and  the  fervice  of  civil  and  religious  interefts ;  and  in 
thinking  it  too  great  an  hardlhip  to  part  with  them, 
when,  for  the  fake  of  your  profelfion  of  Chrift  and  his 
gofpcl,  your  perfecuting  enemies  would  deprive  you  of 
them.  All  thefe  are  plain  indications  of  covetoufnefc ; 
and  if  any  man,  in  this  fenfe,  love  the  -world,  the  htve 
ef  the  Father  is  not  in  him,  (i  John  ii.  15.) ;  but,  in 
oppofition  hereunto,  it  is  incumbent  upon  you,  as 
Chriflians,  to  be  thoroughly  reconciled  to,  and  well 
pleafed  with  your  prefent  circumftanccs,  even  the  mean- 
eft  and  moil  afflifted  of  them,  without  envying  the  eafe 
and  affluence  of  others ;  as  biing  fully  perfuaded,  that 
the  things  which  God  deals  out  to  you  from  day  to  day, 
in  the  way  of  your  duty  *,  are  belter  than  your  defem, 
and  are,  upon  the  whole,  what  be  knows  to  be  mod 
for  his  own  glory,  and  filteit  and  heft  for  you  :  for  he, 
who  is  the  Almighty,  the  only  living  and  true  God, 

whofe 


K  O  T  E. 


*  A*  the  exhortation  toChxiftian  content¬ 
ment  wUh  futh  things  as  we  hire,  relating 
£0  (he  prcJcnt  life,  is  by  ro  mans  to  be  vn- 
derftood  to  ovanctnantT  ftocb  or  idlends  in 
our  freuhr  callings,  which  is  every  where'  fe¬ 
ver  ely  reproved  and  condemned  in  JcHpfurc; 
fo  the  promife  of  God,  **  iwt  to  leave  nor 
44  for iake  us,”  is  to  be  confidercd  with  re-, 
gird  to  any  difficulties,  or  dingers,  that  may 
attend  us  in  the  difehargeof  fuch  duties  as 
God  calk  us  in.  And  though  this  promife 
was  made  perfondiy  to  Joihm  on  a  ptlicn* 
Iar  occafion,  (Jof.  L  J.)  which  the  apoftle 
feems  moft  i.ttmcd lately  to  refer  to;  yet  it  is 
equally  applicable,  as  a  prom  tie  of  God’s 
gracious  covenant  id  all  true  beiiererr,  and 
may  be  platted  and  relied  upon,  by  fcvery 
one  of  them  in  all  trials,  as  if  it  had  be&h 
perfcnally  made  to  himfrif,  (dee  Rom.  xy, 
a*  am]  1  Cor-  i  10- )  and  this  very  promi&t 
for  iuhftjtoce  at  Iwft,  was  made,  not  to  Jo* 


(hua  only,  bat  Ifterffe  to  Abraham,  and  re¬ 
cited  ’  for  Jacob's  'encouragement,  (Gen, 
xxviiu  15-)  as  ftlfo  to  Solomon,  (r  Chrnn4 
mviii,  ao.)  and  to  the  church  of  Ifrael, 
(1  Sam.  alii*,  and  SC  xti.  ro,  ry*)  Ac* 
cordingiy,  our  apofl Jc  quotes  it  with  an  ap¬ 
plication  to  every  individual  believer,  as 
God's  faying  in  the  ftogujar  number,  **  f 
“  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee:'* 
And  the  more  effefluafty  to  (Deuce  the  ob- 
jeftions  of  on  belief,  and  the  more  flrongty 
to  allure  us,  that  there  (hall  be  no  failure  in 
the"  performance  of  this  prcmife.  there  are 
five  negatives,  as  it  lyes  in  the  Greek,  and 
may  be  lit erdly  rendered  rn  the  fHle  of  pe¬ 
remptory  vehemence,  No,  I  uiH  not 
4t  leave  lh«  ;  no,  no,  I  will  not  forfeke 

V  thee/*  (v  Jtff  I ft  ar'jj  vj,  v  fix  f f  lyiidfc" 

And  rim  evidently  carries  the  force 
of  a  contrary  ftrong  affif outivc  of  lm  being 
with  w  at  ali  times* 
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whole  kingdom  rales  over  all,  and  whole  faithful ncfs  is 
unchangeable,  like  himfclf,  has  faid,  in  a  way  of  fics 
and  abfolme  promife  to  JoJbva,  {chap.  i.  5.)  which 
(lands  on  record  for  the  encouragement  of  all  his  people 
in  their  various  (traits  and  difficulties,  and  equally  be¬ 
longs  to  every  true  believer,  in  the  ufe  of  proper  means, 
as  if  it  were  direflcd  to  him,  by  name,  in  all  his  trials, 
with  refpcft  to  temporal,  as  well  as  fpiritual  concerns. 
Be  thou  affured  that  I  will  rot  leave  thee  to  thyfelf,  nor 
in  the  bands  of  any  of  thine  enemies,  nor  in  any  wants 
or  dangers;  nor  will  I  ever  utterly  forfake  or  abandon 
thee,  at  any  time,  or  upon  any  account,  or  in  any  eir- 
cumltance  whatfoever;  no,  1  will  by  no  means  do  it; 
but  will  certainly  be  with  thee  to  Jlrengthcn,  kelp,  and 
Uphold  thee,  with  the  right  hand  of  my  rigkUovfnefi,  (If. 
sli.  io.)  all  the  days  of  thy  life,  and  in  death  it  felt’.  / 
will  guide  thee  with  my  count'd,  and  afterward  receive 
5  u  ltvJt  w  thee  to  glory,  (Pf,  Jwm.  24.) 
may  bgMIy  fay,  6  so  that  we  believing  and  refling  upon  tbiscompre- 
The  Lord  h  my  henfive  proraife,  as  applicable  to  ourfdves,  may,  and 
whit  fay  with  bumble  confidence,  and  fweet  com¬ 

mon  (hill do  unto  pofure  of  fpirir,  eacU'cne  for  himfelf  \  and  (houid  open* 
«€■  ly  avow  it,  with  holy  boldnefs  in  the  pfofeffion  of  our 

faith  id  God,  as  the  Pfalmifl  did  am  id  ft  all  his  dangers 
and  difheiTes,  {Pf  Ivi.  4,  11.  and  cxviii,  6.)  Whatfoever 
my  (traits  and  difficulties,  wants  and  troubles  be,  the 
Lord  Jtfhovah  himfelf,  the  everhfling  God,  who  faints 
not,  nor  is  weary,  is  my  fupport,  fuccour  and  defence; 
and  having  him  on  my  fide  to  take  iny  part,  to  revive 
my  foul  with  grace,  and  overrule  all  events  for  my  good, 
1  will  not  be  afraid  of  the  very  word  that  the  mod  power¬ 
ful,  fubtle,  and  inveterate  of  all  mine  enemies,  who  arc 
but  men  of  weak  and  mortal  flefh,  can  do  againft  me  ; 
as  though  he,  who  is  my  helper,  were  uot  an  over-march 
for  them*  if  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  agamjl  vs  * 
(Rom-vjii.  ;l)  And  if  w*  be  followers  of  that  which  it 
good7  who  U  he  that  fhall  harm  us  ?)  r  Peter  iii*  13*) 

7  Ramemiter  7  As  ever  ye  would  praitife  xhe  duties,  and  have  your 
ihcm  which  have  faith  ftreuetb ened  in  the  prom ifej  but  now  mentioned* 
td*,  who  have  be  that  ye  pay  a  due  regard  to  (he  memory  of  rnofede- 
fjittkeft  u mo  you  ceafed  faithful  muiiftcrs  who  were  your  fpiiitual 
lhc  guides, 

NOTE. 

*  «  Remember  them  winch  have  the  rule  of  this  Yerfe,  which  mention  ”  their  bav- 
V  wer  yon,*1  piTtpA+ivut  tov  4i  ing  fpoken  to  t hern  the  word  of  Gnd» 

litmllj-  tranflateri  is,  Mtnunbfr  pur  **  the  end  of  their  convcvfmon,”  feeoi* 

or  Udders^  without  reftrairinj;  it  to  thole  that  plainly  to  interpret  it  ni  former  pJtors,  w  ho 
had  ihen  the  pdfonJ  careol  them,  who  are  were  ihro  demfed  :  and  at  the  lame  rime 
Ipofcenor,  ver,  ij,  and  the  remaioiog  pan  Ao**  that  their  tuU  over  asoortrau 


7  Remember 
them  which  have 
the  -  role  over 
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the  wort]  of  Cod: 
whofc  faith  fob 
low, 

the  end  of  their 
cor.  venation. 


8  Jefus  Chrift 
the  Unc  yvfirr* 
and  lo-day, 
far  ever* 


guults,  under  Chrift  ihelr  great  Lord  and  Matter;  and 
otan  call  ft>  mind  the  doctrines,  commands,  and  pro- 
mifts,  which  they  delivered  to  you  according  to  the 
word  of  God,  that  only  rule  of  faith,  worlhip,  and  o- 
betiirncr,  Remember  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
embrace^  and  adhere  to  the  pure  doftrines  of  faith  which 
they  preached  to  you,  and  as  to  imitate  their  own  faith, 
t  here  m,  and  Uirir  fa  irhfulucfs  in  profr  fling  and  publiftring 
them,  together  with  all  the  excellent  and  holy  fruits  there* 
of,  as  they  appeared  in  their  lives.  And  ye  ought  to  be 
excited  to  this,  by  ferioufly  refleftlng  upon  what  ye  have 
feen,  or  h^ard,  and  obferved  of  the  peaceful  and  joyous 
manner  with  which  they  fiuifhcd  the  courfe  of  their 
good  conversation  in  thrift,  and  obtained  a  noble  vic¬ 
tory  over,  and  happy  exit,  or  outlet  from,  all 

the  troubles  and  dangers  that  here  attended  them; 
how  they  then  escaped  from  them  all,  and  went  with 
triumph  to  glory.  This  may  well  animate  you  to  tread 
in  their  fteps., 

8  For,  though  fnme  of  your  minifteis  are  gone,  and 
others  are  going  off  the  ftage  ;  yer  ibe  Redeemer  and 
Head  of  the.  church  ever  lives,  Jefus  Chrifl,  the  objeft, 
author,  and  finifher  uf  your  faith,  is  unchaneagbly  the 
fame  in  his  divine  perfon  as  from  everh fling  to  ever- 
tailing  God  ;  and  is  the  fame  in  his  love  to  his  people 
in  bis  care  of  them,  and  in  his  offices  for  them,  and 
protnifes  to  them,  as  their  only  Hariour  through  all  ge¬ 
nerations  i  lie  ever  was  the  fame  heretofore  in  the  vir¬ 
tue  and  efficacy  of  his. undertakings  and  performances 
to  Old  Teft  mu;  nt- believers,  and  to  all  that  have  fince 
died  and  got  fafe  to  heaven  ;  and  be  is  frill  the  fame  to 
all  New  Teltament-belitvers  nov;  living  upon  thecarth ; 
and  will  be  the  fame  to  all  fttcceeding  ages  of  them ,  until 
the  contain  {nation  of  all  things;  and  the  fame  to  them 
ad  for  ever  afterwards ;  And  therefore  ye  ought  to  be 
itadfaft  in  the  faith,  as  ye  have  been  taught  j  and  to 

have 


N  0 

ItiUon  hath  i%  cos-iil^d  in  their  r^big  before 
jhem;  at  ihcir  guide*  ef  leaders  in  dotfnne, 
riiicipLiiie,  and  e\cotpUry  conversion;  And 
indeed  the  rule  of  evfeitgrltt.4  paftftrs  lye=, 
jmt  io  giving  broaching  tlo^rincs,  or 

any  authority  of  their  own;  but 
in  explaining,  efhiblilb'ng,  ?nd  defending 
the  ta->v«  amt  doilrmei  of  Chrift,  and  incul* 
eating  t^ern  on  the  confeience*  of  hi*  people, 
by  bU/ule  authority,  and  exemplifying  thetfi 
hi  the  :r  ovrn  fairh  and'holy  converlation/^c^ 

rorrlti-r.  rn  what  they  hare  received  by  their 
com  million,  and  tan  prove  that  they  have 
received  from  him,  a*  comilned  in  hi* 
word.  AiJ  preteQCct  io  church -authority 


T  S’ 

luyoH  this,  is  reallyan  gfurpiticn,  an  arti- 
c'frifHan-Lordihtp,  mflead  of  being  entirety 
fbbnrd inace,  is  it  ever  ought  to  be,  to  the 
authority  of  Chrift. 

f  There  is  a  ftrong  emphafn  in  thi*  wnr! 
tie  Jame^  {ff  ALrl^c)  for  it  j*  *  rhsrpGtriftic  of 
the  unchangeable  periaanency  of  the  gtc*t 
Jehovah  of  Ifrael r  the  lam,  Ff*ui*  17.  and 
It  had  been  applied  to  Chritf  in  chap*  i  US 
(Ice  the  note  rhero)  and  confidering  tbe  cor* 
DcAion  wiih  the  toregoing  verfe,  with 
which  the  apolUc  brings  it  tn  here,  it  fcls  the 
vnch&ngeaMcntfc  of  Oirifl  in  oppufirion  to 
the  nocatuD  continuance  of  dying 
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9  Be  not  car* 

red  about  with 
diirrundllfangc' 
doctrines  i  for  it 
it  *  ftrcA  thing 


grace,  not  with 
maii  t  which 
have  not  pmUted 
(hem  that  have 
been  occupied 
tttrciu. 


have  the  fame  trull  and  dependence  upon  him,  as  you* 
faithful  guides  had*  the  end  of  whufe  convcrfation  wafl 
with  honour  and  joy. 

9  Take  heed  then,  left,  by  departing  from  Chrift  *t 
and  from  the  doctrines  and  examples  of  your  former 
guides,  »  far  as  they  followed  him,  ye,  lit e  children^ 
bt  toffed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  vf 
that  the  heart  be  doRrinc,  by  the  fight  of  men*  and  cunning  craft  inefs, 
ettabfilhcd  with  whereby  they  lye  in  wait  to  deceive,  (Ephefi  iv*  14.)  j 
and,  particularly,  left  ye  be  fluctuating,  and  whirled 
about,  like  a  fhip  in  a  norm,  or  like  clouds  by  the  wind, 
and  be  unfetrled  in  ycur  minds  by  various  doQrtncs  a* 
bout  ftvcral  Jewijb  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  aredifi* 
fereot  from,  foreign  to,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  Cm- 
p] iciry  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift ;  but  which  erroneous 
teachers  inlift  upon,  as  neceflary  flill  to  be  obferved  m 
order  to  falvation  ;  {AEls  xv*  it)  Beware  of  being  mif- 
led  by  thefe  frlie  notions :  For  it  is  every  way  incom¬ 
parably  better  f  that  the  foul,  inclufive  of  all  its  facul¬ 
ties,  sbe  fully  perftisided  of,  and  Ibeilfaflly  fixed  in  its 
dependence  upon,  the  free  love  and  favour  of  God  in 
Chrift,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpcl  for  the  remiftion  of  fin, 
peace  of  conference,  and  acceptance  with  God  to  eter¬ 
nal  life  ;  and  that  it  be  fortified  againft  all  wavering  a- 
bout  the  truth  and  importance  of  this  doctrine,  by  an 
experience  of  its  efficacy  in  a  work  of  hearr-changfng 
grace,  than  vainly  to  imagine  that  thefe  bleflings  can 
be  obtained  by  oblcrvances  of  the  ceremonial  law,  which 
had  a  peculiar  reference  to,  and  were  CuiClified  by  the 
altar,  and  food  in  meats,  and  drinks,  and  divers  wajb*  . 
tags,  and  carnal  ordinances,  impofed  upon  the  Jews  «jj- 
tiU  the  time  of  reformation  ;  but  which,  as  they  con  Id  not 
make  him  that  did  the  fervice  perfeSl ,  as  pertaining  to  the 
Confidence,  (chap*  ix*  9,  ro.)  fo  they  of  themfclves 
neither  were,  nor  could  be,  of  any  fpiritual  and  faving 
advantage  to  thofc  who  were  tnoft  converfant  with  them, 
even  during  the  legal  difpenfimnn  j  much  lefe  can  they 
be  fo  now  j  but,  on  the  contrary,  arc  very  pernicious 

ro 

NOTE  5. 

*  This,  and  the  following  mfti,  may  be  alr^r;  and  ronfapientlir  extended  to  the  fa- 

. .  '  criiice«t  and  the  whole  frame  of  the  Mo&ic 

ijilfitution,  which  .  h*rl  *  particular  referrnre 
to  the  altar,  and  ms  by  it,  Thi* 

gives  uu  proper  clew  for  Utiderflandutg  the 
ujcauvo;  of  1  heft  verlcs,  which  other  wife  ap¬ 
pear  i*  he  vciy  oh  I  cure  in  their  conncAiou* 
t  The  word  here  rendered  a  thing 
(xi^cf)  h  tra^ihtd  h:urt  Mat,  xviik  8,  , 
and  hi  that  fcr.Jc  I  apprthcrid  U  is  moll  fill 
to  be  taken  here. 


confident!  as  founded  upon  w-'at  had  been 
jull  before  laid  of  li  Jefu*  Cbrid’&  being  the 
il  feme,  yeflertlay,  and  to-day,  and  for 
“  crcr*^  And  chr  dodrij)t$,  which  the 
apoftlc  more  particularly  warned  the  He¬ 
brew  again  ft,  were  futh  15  related  to  the 
Jewilh  mra%  that  were  under  the  law  to  l>e 
tf  touted  rkiii  or  unclean*  add  to  lie  eaten 
or  not,'  accord!  ny  as  they  were  or  were  i?ot 
to  I Kt  or  had  01  had  not  beer,  oferei  o&  the 
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i tr  We  fwve  in 
fttr  r  whereof 
dtey  bare  no 


£ 


t  (9  eat 
ictl  fervt  the 


tabenacle. 


n  fbrthtbo- 
As  Of  thoft 
Wdb,  wftofe 
Hint  ft  btoaght 
{■to  the  fjnfhJirr 
fty  the  high  pries 
fee  In,  are  bornt 
sahoimhecwnp. 


tr  "Wherefore 

eft  «ftbT  (hot 
Vogh*  froftiTy 
|tc  people  with 
lie  man  blood, 
firifevcd  without 

dv  i 


to  thofe  thit  have  continued  to  keep  up  a  religious  ic- 
gard  to  them;  the  altar  itfelf,  end  all  the  rites  and  ce¬ 
remonies  dependent  upon  it,  being  now  of  no  further 
trfe,  finee  ail  that  was  typified  thereby  is  fulfilled  in 
Chrtft. 

to  SrVe,  of  the  New  Teftament-church,  have  an  in* 
comparably  better  altar  and  faetificc  of  a  fpbittial  na¬ 
ture  in  Cbrift,  vibe,  through  the  eternal  Spirit ,  offered 
bimfelf  without fpet  to  God,  (chap.  ix.  14.J ;  and  fo  was, 
in  his  own  perfon,  the  prieft,  altar,  and  facrifiee  too, 
wbofe  divine  nature  fupported,  ahd  gave  an  infinite  va¬ 
lue  to  his  facrifiee,  as  the  altar  fan£tified  the  gift,  {Mat. 
ixiii.  ty.) :  and  this  furoilhes  ont  a  feaft  to  our  faith, 
in  receiving  the  bieffings  of  his  purchafe  with  applica¬ 
tion  to  ooifelves,  which  they  have  no  authority,  title, 
or  claim  to  be  partakers  of,  who  ftill  abide  by,  and  live 
in  the  obfervation  of  the  external  affd  typical  fervices  of 
the  JewiJb  tabernacle,  to  make  atonement  for  Gn  ;  or 
who,  adling  the  part  of  Levitieal  priefts,  perform  the 
offices  of  it  for  that  purpofe.  They 

have  no  more  right  to  feaftnpon  this  facrifiee  of  Cbrift, 
than  even  the  priefts  thcmfclves  had  to  eat  any  part  of  the 
fin-offerings,  which  were  to  he  totally  confumcd-  {Lev. 
vi.  30,) 

ri  For  according  to  the  appointment  of  Godin  the 
law,  with  rcfpeCt  to  thofe  beads,-  particularly  bulls  and 
goats  for  the  fin-coffering,  {chap.  x.  4,  5,  6.)  the  blood 
of  which  was  carried  into  the  .mod  holy  place  by  the 
high  prieft,  on  the  great  day  of  atonement ;  it  was  or¬ 
dered  that  the  bodies  of  thofe  facrifices,  together  with 
their  (kin  and  dung  ftiouldbe  bornt,  and  utterly  con- 
fumed  by  fire,  in  fame  place,  which  lay  out  of  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  camp  of  Jfraety  {Lev*  xvi,  27.}  and  fo  the 
priefts  tbemfelves  were  not  allowed  to  eat  of  thofe  expi¬ 
atory  facrificcs  that  were  moft  eminently  typical  of  the 
great  propitiatory  facrifiee  of  Chrift,  which  he  offered 
•when  he  redeemed  m  from  the  tvrje  of  the  law,  being  made 
s  tnrfefor  ttf,  (Gal.  iii.  13.)  and  with  the  blood  of  which 
be  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  placet  having  obtain- 
ed  eternal  redemption  for  hi,  (chap.  ix.  12.)  This 
plainly  (hews,  that  no  legal  fervices  can  make  any  one 
partaker  of  his  facrifiee,  which  was  prefigured  by  thofe, 
from  the  eating  of  which, -even  under  the  law,  both 
prieft  and  people  were  entirely  excluded. 

12  Therefore,  for  tbe  moft  evident  and  exa£k  at  com  - 
plifliment  of  thtj  tbing  fignified  by  thofe  eminently  ty¬ 
pical  Gn-offe  rings,  Jefus  alfo,  our  great  High  Prieft, 
that  he  might  effectually  make  atonement  for  the  fins 

oi 
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of  hbfprritual  I/rael  *,  and  might  confecrats  thcln  il 
a  peculiar  people  to  God,  by  (hedding,  not  the  blood 
of  bulls  and  goat*,  bat  bis  own  -moft  precious  blood, 
which  be  carried  into  the  heavenly  fanftuary.  This  Je- 
fus,  I  fay,  {offered  his  painful  and  ignominious  era* 
cifaitMv,  ■  under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  on  mount-Cal* 
vary,  with  oat  the  gates  of  Jerufaim (Luke  xiiis.  33.) 
which  correfponded  to  the  burning  of  ttie  bodies  of  the 
fin-offering,  as  things  devoted  to  deftru£tion,  without 
the  borders  of  the  camp  of  J/ratl ,  while  they  fojoumed 
in  the  wildemels  5  which  might  alfo.  intimate  Ch  rift’s 
leaving  their  temple,  city,  worflrip,  privileges,  and 
church-fate  to  fall  into  rains,  and  leaving  them  to  pe- 
rifh  in  their  iniquities,  who  would  obfthtatelj  adhere  to 
that  conftitution,  and  reject  him,  according  to  what  he 
denounced  when  he  was  going  out  from  thence.  {Mat. 
xxiu.  38,  39.  andlu&xxiii.  ay,— 31.) 
rbnj)  13  Let  us  therefore,  who  make  a  profefEon  of  his 

iimo  hi*  without  Dime,  and  pretend  to  look  for  falvation  by  him,  go 
***  kfY*  f°rtb  by  faitb  and  hope,  defire  and  love,  to  him,' as 
,flf  -1*  pf°*£  *  thofe  that  place  all  our  dependence  upon  him,  and  have 
all  our  expectation  from  him,  and  that  affectionately 
embrace  him  *,  leaving  the  Jeviijb  camp,  and  the  altar 
and  temple  at  JtroJ/iUm^  and  all  the  legal  inflitutions 
pertaining  to  them,  behind  us,  as  having  no  npcfta* 
tion  from  them,  nor  any  further  to  do  with  them.  Let 
u$  alfo  do  the  like  by  this  world,  and  all  the  concern¬ 
ments  of  it,  which  anfwer  to  the  political  Hate  of  the 
Jews,  firft  in  their  camp,  and  afterwards  in  their  city, 
that  we  may  go  out  from  ail  its  allurements  and  enjoy- 
jnentt  in  our  hearts  and  affections,  and  fee  them  upon 
Chrift,  who  fufferetl  without  the  gates  of  Jcrufa >- 
fern.  Let  us  cheerfully  and  boldly  own  him,  under 
all  the  fcandal  of  his  crofs }  and  be  willing  to  bear 
the  reproach  of  believing  in  a  crucified  Jefus,  for  all 
faivation,  how  much  foever  it  may  be  a  Humbling 
block  to  the  JcwSy  and  foolifhnefs  to  the  C reeks , 
(1  Cor.  i.  23.}  i  and  let  us  (land  ready  to  fuffer  lhame, 
contempt,  and  fcorn  for  his  fiite,  as  thofe  who,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  him,  have  learned  to  deny  ourfeives,  and  take 
up  our  erofs  and  follow  him,  {Mat.  xvi.  24.) 
ave  por  aS  the  city  of  JtruJalem  itfelf  f,  which  fiie- 

cecded 


N  0 

*  Satisfying  the  people  Is  to  be  under- 
fb«]T  nut  of  internal  fan  itS  fiction  by  the 
Spirit,  though  thM  it  pordatod  by  the  blood 
of  Chdft ;  bat  it  is  to  be  taken  here*  as  it 
fi’cqacntly  is  In  this  qiiftU,  in  a  fjcr:ficiai 
fcaft,  for  purging  thew  from  the  guilt  of 


T  E* 

fins  and  ro*i  derating  th*m  10  God*  (Set  the 

dwc  on  dwp.  ii.  1 1.) 

f  ilem?  to  be  aa  allnGon  to  the  city 
of  jcnifiticm,  which,  though  it  was  *  city 
of  habkilir  n  fhat  ffracl  fought  after,  white 
l!iey  were  jatirHeymg  in  the  wiLiernefi*  and 

which 
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df  ceedrd  the  camp  of  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs,  as  the  feat 

oac  to  com!*!  of  jfeviijb  wt>rfiup,  and  of  alt  political?  as  well  as  reli¬ 

gious  imtrrcftv,  fhall  foon  be  utterly  deftroyed,  accord* 
in g  to  the.  prediction  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  {Luke  xix. 
41,-44-) fo  vc  have  no  durable  ftate  of  happinefs, 
or  of  fettled  refideoce  in  this  lower  world,  as  if  here 
were  our  rt.fl ;  But  as  pilgrims  and jlrangers  upon  earthy 
(chap*  xi.  13*}  and  as  per  ferns  driven  from  place  to  place 
by  our  perfecting  enemies,  we,  who  believe  in  Jefus, 
realize  by  faith,  earncftly  de/ire,  look  and  long  for,  and, 
by  all  the  ways  and  means  of  God's  appointment,  feek 
aiter  a  future  and  better  city  ;  a  Hate  of  cverbftimg  reft, 
and  peace,  honour,  {hfety,  harmony,  and  delight,  even 
one  of  a  glorious  and  heavenly  nature,  a  city  which  has 
foundations^  wkofe  builder  and  maker  is  GW,  who,  aa 
our  God,  has  prepared  it  for  us.  [Chap,  xi*  io*  16*) ' 
r****^^  oAV  *5  COIdidcrauon  therefore  of  Ch  rift’s  having  re* 
the  Aerifcc  of  deeded  and  concerned  us  to  God,  by  his  own  blood, 
pnlfc  to  God  (fee  the  paraphrafe  and  note  on  ver*  1 2.)  Let  usaferibe 
P°Aibk  glory  to  God  through  him,  as  our  only  High 
**r  lip*,  giving  Frieft,  Sacrifice  and  Advocate,  and  as  the  altar  that 
UuaJu  to  his  fanClifies  our  oblations  r  Let  us  abound  in  daily  evan* 
*1Wf  gclical  offerings  of  thankfgiving  and  praife  to  God,  e- 

very  morning  and  evening}  and  be  ready  to  prefent 
them  to  him  ar  all  rims 6,  in  all  rircumflances,  and  for 
every  thing,  especially  for  Cbrift  and  all  the  h  I  tilings 
of  hip  purchafe }  offerings,  not  for  expiation,  which  is 
made  perfectly  and  alone  by  his  Leri  Bee  ;  but  fpimual 
offerings  of  grateful  acknowledgment,  which  we,  as  a 
holy  evangelical  priefthood,  are  to  offer  upt  acceptably 
to  God  by  Jcfus  Chrifi,  (r  Peter  iu  5*);  and  which, 
in  diftinclion  from  the  legal  offerings  of  calves,  bul¬ 
lock?,  and  other  beafts,  ar«  metaphorically  called  the 
-  calves  of  our  lips 9  (Hof,  xiv*  2.);  and,  in  allufion  to 
the  JirlWruiLs  under  xhz  law,  may  be  ftiJed  the  fruit  of 
our  lips $  as  they  confift  of  cheerful  cotifefftcns  that  aii 
the  good  we  have,  or  hope  for,  proceeds  from  the  free 
favour  of  God,  which  is  to  ba  acknowledged  to  the  glo¬ 
ry-  of  his  adorable  name,  nor  only  by  every  one  lingly 
for  himfdf,  but  with  united  hearts  and  voices,  and  with 
foetal  celebrations  of  hi?  praife. 

»«  Bor  to  do  16  But  while  your  hearts  and  Ups  are  full  of  grati- 
and  to  [U(j£  ancj  pra£fc  t0  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  on 
get  his  account,  for  all  his  mercies  toward  you,  lake  heed 

of 


NOTE. 


'winch  God  fed  them  to  V a  rrght  way* 
cWL  7*  yet  thar  city  itfclf  was  now  to  be 
Iwq  destroy  cd,  together  with  the  whole 
Jjjidc  of  u*  civil,  u  well  as  jcli^iodj  p;iri- 


fcrges;  and'fo  was  a  lit  emblem  of  the  fleet  - 
inj,  ntKOt^in,  an^  tmiiMionr  (btc  of  thi* 
world,  and  of  ill  things  in  it. 
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not :  for  «3th 
ladi  facrifices 
GoJ  if  well  nlc4* 
f«L 


17  Obey  them 
that  ha*c  the  rule 
Aver  you,  and 
Aibinic  your  - 
iei't*:  for  they 
uaicTi  for  yrt«r 
ibuh,  is  they 
thit  imift  give 
account  ;  that 
they  may  do  it 
uirh  joy,  and  not 
with  grief ;  for 
that  is  unprufi* 
u*ik  fur  you. 


of  thinking- that  this  is  the  mriy  facri  Gee  of  thankful  ac¬ 
knowledgment  that  ye  are  hound  to  offer  in  return  for 
his  goodneft*  lie  careful  10  cultivate  a  merciful*  kind 
and  generous  temper ;  and  to  abound  in  all  a£ts  of  bene¬ 
ficence  toward  your  fellow  creatures,  that  at  ye  have  op- 
portunit)')  ye  may  do  good  imto  all  men  ,  efiecially  to  them 
w ho  are  xf  the  houfbold of  faith ,  (Gab  vi,  lc.)  $  and  may 
give  them  a  partnei ftiip,  or  communion-  with  you  («*■ 
w«c)  in  your  temporal  good  things,  by  communicating 
to  them  as  their  need  requires:  For  thisfou  ol  offerings* 
as  well  as  praifes*  are  to  the  glory  of  God*  when  pre* 
fented  with  faith  and  love*  and  in  obedience  and  devo- 
tednefs  to  him*  and*  though  not  meritorious*  yet  are 
agreeable  to  his  gracious  nature  and  will*  and  well  plea* 
Gngrohim*  (PhiL  iv*  18.)  who  accepts  both  you  and 
them  in  the  Beloved,  in  like  manner  as  he  had  a  refpeii 
to  Abel  and  his  offering*  v/hich  that  righteous  man  pre- 
fen  ted  with  faith  in  the  atoning  facrifiee  of  the  ptomt- 
fed  Mcffiah,  {Gen.  iv*  4.  and  Heb+  xt.4.  See  the  note 
there*)  t 

17  As  ever  ye  would  improve  alt  appointed  means 
of  grace  and  mini ftc rial  afliila u ces,  for  difeharging  the 
fore  mentioned  duties4*  -fee  that  ye  not  only  remember 
to  imitate  the  faith*  and  the  exemplary  conversion  of 
your  dcceafed  pallors*  { ver .  7.}  but  that  ye  pay  a  reli¬ 
gious  regard  to  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  thofe,  who 
under  our  Lord  Jefittj  ibatgnat  Shepherd  of  the  flicep» 

( ver *  20*)  are*  or  hereafter  may  be  your  fpirkua!  guides 
of  leaders,  jt.€  the  note  on  ver.  7.)  to  con¬ 

duit  you  in  the  way  of  truth  and  heiinefi,  not  as  ha* 
ving  dominion  over  year  faith  *  but  as  helpers  of  ;  our  joy* 
(2  Cor*  l  24*)  And  let  it  be  a  point  of  duty  with  you* 
ro  yield  jourfelves  up  to  Chr ill's  authority,  in  them* 
as  overfiers  which  the  Holy  Ghxtft  has  fit  over  youy  (Aflft 
xx,  28,)  Attend  upon*  receive  and  comply  with  their  m- 
firu£Hcms*  exhortations*  admonitions*  and  reproofs,  not 
with  an  implicit  faith  and  obedience  j  bur*  as  far  as  it 
appears*  that  they  fpeak  and  a£t  in  the  name  of  Chrift 
according  to  his  word  ;  For  it  is  iheir  proper  ciEcr* 
bufinefs  and  duty ;  fo  iE  is  the  care  ijnrl  concern  of 
thofe  of  them,  who  underload,  and  are  faithful  to  their 
important  truft*  to  watch  over  you  m  ihc  Lord*  with 
all  'diligence  according  to  the  ability  which  he  gives 
them,  chat  they  may  im'pe£l  your  principles,  temper, 
and  behaviour  *  may  guard  and  caution  you  tgaiiifii  all 
iniquity*  error*  and  fpiihu.d  danger  \  and  may  lay  them- 
felves  out  in  the  beft  manner  th^y  can*  to  fubferve  the  edifi¬ 
cation  and  eternal  lair  at  ion  of  your  immortal  foals  :  And 
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they  engage  in  this  momentous  work  with  a  conference 
toward  God,  as  accountable  fetvants,  that  are  daily 
fpr rading  before  him,  in  their  addreflcs  to  the  throne 
of  grace,  what  they  obferve  of  the  Bate  of  their  fifths, 
and  the  fruit  of  their  labours  among  them,  whether  it 
be  hopeful  or  d ifcou raging  j  and  are  deeply  fcnfible 
that  they  muft  give  an  account  to  their  Lord  and  Mailer 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  how  far  they  have  been  fuccefs- 
fol,  as  wefl  as  diligent  and  faithful,  in  their  miniftry. 
Tbefe  folemn  thoughts  awaken  them  to  the  greateft 
zeal  and  care  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  that  they 
may  go  on  i  n  their  wor  k,  and  report  the  ft  uits  ofitco  God, 
with  cbcerfulnefs  and  delight,  and  not  with  mournful 
hearts,  while  they  are  labouring  in  it  ;  and  may  give  up 
fuch  a  final  account  of  the  iiTues  of  their  holy  miniftra- 
tions,  as  (hail  be  matter  of  exceeding  joy  and  triumph 
to  them,  (i  Tbejf,  ii.  19.}  and  not  of  fad  dtfappointment 
of  tbeir  hopes  concerning  you :  For,  were  this  to  be 
the  cafe,  they  tremble  to  think  that,  though  theythem- 
felves  are  to  God  a  finest  favour  of  Chrifi  in  them  that 
are favcdy  and  in  them  that  perijbt  (2  Cor.  ii.  ig.)  yet 
all  their  preaching,  watchfulness,  and  care,  would  be 
loft  upon  you ;  and  inftead  of  your  reaping  any  good 
fruit  from  them,  would  turn  to  your  greater  condcm- 
nation  and  mifery  for  ever. 

ror^we  traA  w!  w**°  are  emP^°fcd  in  the  facred  office  of  the 

•  good  cm ■■  rmnftry,  being  fenfible  of  the  awfulncfs  of  our  work, 
of  the  many  difficulties  that  attend  it,  and  of  our  own 
*°  Ultcr  infufficiency  and  need  of-  divine  affiftance  to  car¬ 
ry  ns  on  in  it,  and  to  carry  us  through  it  with  fideli¬ 
ty,  comfort,  and  advantage  1  earneftly  requeft  your  con¬ 
tinual  importunate  prayers  for  us,  that,  whatever  our 
fuccefs  be,  we  may  be  found  faithful  in  the  day  of 
Chfift:  For,  notwithftanding  all  our  fufcrings,  and  all 
that  our  enemies  may  fugged  to  the  contrary,  we  trufl 
with  humble  confidence,  that  we  are  upright  (though, 
alas !  attended  with  many  infirmities)  in  our  views  and 
labours  for  the  honour  of  Chriit,  and  the  good  of  fouls, 
(fee  a  Cor,  i.  12.) ;  and  our  confcicncee  bear  us  wittier*, 
as  in  the  fight  of  God,  that  we  are  heartily  defirous  and 
determined,  through  his  ftrengthnings,  to  live  foberly, 
righteoufiy,  and  godly,  {Tit,  ii.  12.)  with  a  due  decorum, 

-  fuitable  to  our  moral,  religious,  and  miniftcriai 

characters,  in  all  our  behaviour  toward  God  and  man. 

,9  Rut  1  t>e.  19  But  1  more  efpecially  beg  your  united  prayers  for 
IBoeh  yea  then-  my  direction  and  fupport,  under  all  prefent  trials;  fer 
!h2  *?  wy  Ke  deliverance  from  the  dangers  I  am  expofed  to  }  and  for 
nftmd  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  the  fervices  I  am  now  engaged 
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nftor«d.  .«*  Ton 
ibc  footer* 


to  How  th£ 
God  of  peace  tbit 
Brought  again 
from  U>«  dead 
qur  Laid  JdiM> 
that  great  4ep- 
herd  of  the  Jheepi 
through  the  btaid 
of  the  efcrliftinj 
«weiujirt 


ip,  (bat,  when  he  has  done  Us  work  by  me  in  tbefe 
parts*  he  wo  aid  remove  all  difficulties  out  of  my  way, 
and  give  me  a  proper  opportunity  of  returning,  and  be¬ 
ing  Further  ufeful  to  you  by  my  perianal  miniftry*  and 
erf  being  comforted,  together  with  you  by  our  mutual 
faith*  (Rum.  i.  12.}  which  I  am  defiropsof*  and  hope 
will  be  haftened  through  your  prayers  for  it. 

20.  In  the  mean  while*  as  t  deGreyour  prayers  for 
me*  (m*.  18*  >9*)  fo  i  am.  continually  mindful  of  yoa 
in  my  fervent  fuppiications  to  the  God  of  all  grace, 
whom  1  addrefs  on  your  behalf,  under  the  encouraging 
and  endearing  consideration  of  him  as  the  God  of  peace, 
who  is  our  reconciled  God,  Father  and  Fiiead  j  and  is 
the  Author  and  Giver  of  pejice  of  conference,  and  peace 
one  with  another*  and  of  all  manner  of  profpemy  in 
the  dilpcnfations  of  providence  and  grace*  tilt  it'  be 
perfefted  in  an  everlafting  enjoyment  of  him  :  Who*  in 
the  icheme  of  redemption*  (attaining  the  charafberuf 
tb*  fovereign  Lord*  Judge  and  Lawgiver*  to  demand 
arid  receive  the  fat  is  faction  due  to  divine  juft  ice  for  our 
fins,  not  only  raifed  our  Lord  and  Saviour  from  the 
dead*  by  20  exertion  of  his  divine  power*  (fee  the  note 
on  Rota-  viiL  ti.)  but,,  by  an  act  of  fupreme  authority, 
legally  difeharged  him  in  a  judicial  way,  as  our  public 
head,  and.-  reprefentative  ;  and  fo  took  him  from  prifon, 
and  from  judgment,  and  raifed  him  again for  our  j  unifi¬ 
cation,  (If.  liii.  8.-and  /tarn.  iv.  ?y.)  This  he  did  in 
token  of  his  entire  approbation  and  acceptance  of  what 
Gbrift  had  done  and  fuffered  in  our  room. and  Head,  who 
in  his  perfoo  and  office*  as  a  divine  Saviour,  is  by  way 
of  eminence*  dignity*  and  propriety*  the  great  ami  only 
chief  fhepherd  of  the  dear  chofen  flock*  which  the  Fa¬ 
ther  had  given  him  to  take  effectual  care  of,  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  all  his  offices,  as.  a  Prophet,  Pricft  and  King, 
that  he*  like  a  good  fliepherd,  who  has  a  fpecial  love  to, 
and  in  ter  eft  in  his  fheep*  might  redeem  them  from  ail  tnf* 
auity,  and  purify  them-  to  him/el/,  as  a  peculiar  people, 
(Titus  ii.  14.)  might  gather  them  into  his  fold*  and 
might  feed*  guide*  govern  and-  preferve  them  from  all 
dangers t  defend  them  agarnft  all  their  enemies;  and 
bring  them  fafe  to  glory  ;•  A1J  which  is  brought  about 
by  means*  and  in  virtue  of  his  blood  “>  which  he  fhed 

to 


NOTE, 

#  **  Through  the  blood  of  the  evtrfaltin g  **  Shepherd  cf  the  ftcep;  and  other*,  to 
fl  wttunij*  rood  Smmrtiaidy  refer*  to  befog  the  ,f  God  of  peace/*  according 

God  the  Fatbtr'i  u  bringing  our  Lord  Tefos  co  the  current  dcFlrinc  of  the  Scriptor® 
**  Omit  from' the  dead/*  Batfomciodiwlc*  concerning  htm,  as  reconciled  by  the  blood 
iti  reference  to  Cluiit’i  bring  the  **  grnt  gf  Chrij.! ;  and  I  do  notice  why  not 

cogdI 


Ch.  mil. 
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i  r  Mikti  you 
pcrf«A  in  every 
good  work  to  do 
hta  will,  working 
in  yol  that  which 
U  vd^lufinfio 
hi*  fight*  through 
Jefus  Chrifl :  to 
whom  glory 
for  ct*t  a ad  ever 
Amen, 


to  make  their  peace  with  God,  who,  on  account  of  his 
having  done  this,  railed  him  from  the  dead,  and  gave 
all  power  into  his  hands,  that  he  might  give  eternal  life 
to  them;  he  having  by  his  precious  blood  purchased 
them  for  himfclf,  and  ptirchufcd  for  them  all  thebleffings 
of  the  covenant  of  graccj  and  confirmed  it  irrevocably  paft 
appeal,  {chap.  ii.  1 5> — f  7*)  And  fo,  in  apportion  to  the 
mount  5iwzij  difpenfjtjon  of  thecovenarU, which  was  of  a 
temporary  nature  to  wax  old,  and  vanifb  awajy  (chap, 
viis.  13.)  this  is,  flrlOJy  and  properly  fpeaking,  an  cvcrlaft* 
ing  covenant  initsconUitunon,aiid  in  its  benefit  which, 
together  with  the  covenant  itfelf,  Iba'I  abide  forever. 

21  May  this  God  of  peace  fet  to  rights  all  the  moral 
diforderof  each  of  your  fouls,  and  of  your  whole  com* 
rnunity*  and  reduce  them  to  all  the  regularity  of 
hearts  united  to  fear  his  name  +,  that  ye  may  be  tho¬ 
roughly  prepared,  fitted  and  dtfpofed,  and  always  rea¬ 
dy  and  enabled  for  every  kind  of  good  work,  and  for 
every  a£t  of  tbat  kind,  relating  to  iufriy-yourfelves,  and 
Others,  to  perform  it  in  a  holy,  fpirhual,  evangelical 
manner,  from,  principles  of  faith  and  love,  according 
to  the  rule  of  bis  word,  in  obedience  to  bjs  command, 
and  for  bis  glory;  and  fo  may' cheerfully,  continually, 
and  unrefer vedly  fubmit  to  his  difpoling,  and  obey  his 
preceptive  will  in  rall.  things,  according  to  the  notices 
he  gives  of  both  by  his  providence,  word  and  Spirit! 
And  as  ye  are  mfufficient  for  this  of  yourfelyes.  May  he, 
of  his  good  pUafurey  work  in  you  both  to  wilt  and  to  do, 
every  thing,  as  in  his  fight  and-prefence,  tbaLbears  his 
own  image,  and  is  agreeable  to  his  holy  natureand  will, 
and  that  he  obferves  and  delights  in,  as  the  effect  of  his 
own  grace,  and  as  acceptable  to  him  through  the  meric 
and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift  l  To  him  who  is  the  great 
Shepherd  ofthe  Ibeep  t,  and  to  the  God  of  peace  thro* 
him,  (vtr,  20.)  May  all  pofliblt  adoration,  honour  and 

glory 

NOTES, 


ft  tend  Its  refetocc  to  all  the  preceding  parts  lf  fudi  aj  arc  overtaken  in  a  fault/*  (Gat 

of  the  verfe.  vi.  i#]  and  of  being  **  perfcHiy 

t  The  wort  (xaTjcf-rmu)  here  iifod,  and  *  ,s  fher  in  the  fame  mind1’  (1  C or-  L  >0  \ 
rendered  /  made  yon  perftft,”  fignifies  t.ofct  4  ^  m*r  be  fomewbat  uncertain,  whether 
things  to  right*,  and  reduce  them  to  their  this  doxology  is  to  be  referred  to  the  God  of 
proper  fate  that  were  out  of  order,  and  to  peace,  who  is  mod  dire^ly  iddrefjej  m  this 
prepan  them  for  a  afe  which  they  were  un-  pr»ycrt  or  to  Jcfo*  Chrift,  who  U  the  nwelt 
ft  for  before*  Accordingly  it  is  tendered  ifi  antecedent,  and  with  whom  it  itaiub  in  the 

other  places,  to  “  prepare,  frame,  fit,  re*  clofrfl  ontlnettion*  However,  a*  it  is  un- 

**  Aon,  aad  perfectly  join  tognber,’*  as  in  doubtcdly  directed  eb c where,  fometirar*  to 
chap,  a,  j,  and  xl  3,  **■  A  body-  haG  tbott  .tbs  father,  and -at  others  10  rrur  Lord  Jefus 
“  frffand  mt,-*»The  worlds  were  framed  CSmlt,  it  11  due  to  both;  aad  we  may  give 
“  by  the  /void  of  God/*  And  the.apoJftlc  it  itieh  a  t<;ro,  as  mates'  it  applicable  la  each 
fpeaks  of  ,e  vefleh  of  wrath,  fitted  to.de-  of  ihzk  divine  peif.b*. 

**  Aiuftioa,  (Korn.  ix.  of  **  'rtflmsf. 
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glory,  ou  aecouutof  what  each  of  thefe  divine  peifons 
ace  in  tfcemfirlvcs,  have  been,  are,  and  will  be  to  us, 
be  aferibed  henceforth  continually,  through  all  the  la¬ 
s'*  time,  and  to  an  endlefs  eternity  !  So  it  ought  to 
be,  and  £0  ure  and  all  true  believers  defirc  it  may  be, 
and  are  well  aJfiiredit  (hall  be,  in  tefboiony  of  which 
we  heartily  lay,  Amen, 

ai  And. I  be-  13-  And  now  to  draw  to  a  clofe,  my  dear  brethren, 

feed)  yon,  bre»  wbom  I  love,  not  only  as  m  y  kindred  according  to  the 
mrdof  exhort,.  flelh,  but  efpeci  ally  as  fdlow-Chriftian  J,  I  earnetUy  beg 
lion;  for  1  have  of  you  that,  laying  aGde  all  prejudices,-  ye  would  take 
8°°^  Part»  a°d  readily  receive  and  comply  with  the 
word  of  exhortation  and  confohtton,  including  all  the 
iudru&ions  and  cautious  which  1  have  given  you  in 
this  epiftle  j  and  that  ye  would  not  think  it  too  long  or 
tedious :  For,  though  it  be  larger  than  fome  others  of 
my  writing,  I  have  fummed  up  the  dodrines  con¬ 
tained  in  it,  relating  to  the  Mofaic  law,  and  the  per- 
foo,  offices,  and  gofpel  of  Chrift,  in  as  ihort  a  compafs 
as  I  welLeould,  confident  with  the  vafl  importance  of 
the  things  thcmfelves,  and  your  concernment  in  them, 
and  with  my  great  affediion  to  you  ;  as  alfo  in  com¬ 
panion  with  the-  much  greater  enlargement  I  could 
^  have  gone  into,  had  it  feemed  needful  for  you, 
brother  *3  There  is  one -thing  further,  which  1  with  great 
Timothy  islet  at  pleafure  would  acquaint  you  with,  as  I  know  ye  would 
whom  *  if  *he  to  hear  of  *li  and  that  is,  that  our  dear  brothec 

comTflMtdy,  I  Timothy,  who  is  -wtll  reported  of  among  you,  (Adis  xvi. 
trill  fee  you.  3.)  and  as  a  /on  with  the  father,  hasferved  vjith  me  in 
the  gofpeiy  (Phil.  ii.  22.)  is  now  releafed  out  of  prifon, 
and  gone  upon  important  affairs  to  another  place  *  $ 
and  if,  according  to  my  prefen  t  hopes,  he  (houid  ere 
long  return  to  me,  and  1  (houid  have  my  liberty,  I  pur- 
pofe,  by  the' will  of  God,  to  come  along  with  him,  and 
give  myfelf  the  (atufd&iun  oF  feeing  and  converfing 
with  you,  for  the  furtherance  of  your  faith  and  joy. 
aa^kte  »U  24  In  the  mean  while,  I  deGre  thatthofe  of  you,  in- 
ihVnil* over  you*  10  wbofe  hands  this  epiftle  may  firft  come,  would  pr«- 
*nd  fent  my  molt  affedtionate  Chriftiaa  love  a.nd  refpedls 

to 


NOTE. 

*  Timothy  It  feept*  had  been  to  priibn,  crcr  wait  to  rifit  the  Hebnvrf  though  at 
probably  with  the  apoflie  Paul  at  Rome;  but  the  time  of  writing  this  a  pi  Ale  he  h»d  hope* 
was  by  this  time  releafed  from  hi*  bond*,  of  it ;  atad,  with  a  due  fubrolfSon  to  thfl 
and  gone  to  fome  other  place,  co  which  it  is  will  of  God,  wrote  his  dciign  according  to 
likely  the  ipoftte  had  fent  him,  as  he  often  thofc  hopes.  What  is  here  laid  of  Timothy 
did  to  one  pUee  or  another,  u  octafions  re*  confutes  the  poftftript  which  was  added  by* 
paired.  Bat  as  tti  out  tiroes  and  ways  are  bter  hands,  and  fptak*  of  this  cpilHe*  as 
in  the  hands  of  the  Lori,  fo  we  hare  no  u  written*  to  the  Hebrew*  from  luJy,  bj 
iccnunt  that  can  ftmfy  us  whether  Timothy  **  Timothy,” 

Syci-  returned  to  the  apoftic*  or  either  of  them 

Voi,.  V.  f  F  f 
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iDti  >11  the  film*,  to  all  jour  fpimual  guides,  who  aie  ftt  over  you  in  the 
2rt£yM.It<Iy&*  ^ord >  fee  the  note  on  vcr.  7.)  and  to  alt 

:  your  follow-Chriitinns,  who  by  their  regular  profelfion 

are  credibly  bettered  to  be  what,  1  doubt  not,  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  them  arc,  truly  holy  perfons,  as  having  been 
fet  apart  by  God  for  hirafclf,  and  fanfUfied  by  bis  Spirit* 
Thole  of  this  charadur  that  are  Jt^BoTis,  and  arc  at 
prefeftt  with  me,  join  their  Cbriftian  feluta&ms  with 
mine. 

»s  Cimc  U  25  To  conclude  with  my  common  benediflico,  (fee 
with  you  td.  the  note  on  Ram,  ivi.  22  )  which  ,  for  fuhftance,  1 
^olc“'  '  write  in  all  my  eptAles  with  my  own  hand,  May  the 
free  love  and  favour  of  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
-  all  irs  bluffed  mauifeftations,  fruits  and  effe&s,  ever 
attend  all  and  every  one  of  you,  (wbatfoever  jour  fta- 
tions  be  in  the  church,  or  in  the  world)  for  your 
growth  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
for  you;  direftioit,  preferVaticn,  and  comfort  here,  till 
ye  arrive  at  his  heavenly  kingdom j  with  defire  and 
hope-  of  this,  1  fay  Arnett, 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  beauty  does  brotherly  love  caftupon  churches  and  the  Chriltiaivcharac' 
ter!  It  tenderly  [ympatlnzvs  with,  and  is  mindful  of,  compsflionatc  and  bench* 
cent  to  fufferin?  f dirts,  and  ftr^n^ers  among  them ;  ai  being  fenfible  that  we  our* 
fc^'Ca  are  liable  to  like  afSIifiions,  But  how  iticonfiftnU  is  CovetQUfnefs  with  this 
luvni-v-tlr  nt  temper  !  And  hmv  unbecoming  the  people  of  God  to  be  d  Adlib  fie.  I 
with  the  dif}>ofiiI.i  of  providence  toward  themfcl--'**!  For  he  is  tlieir  helper,  and 
!»as  !  iruf  lie -will  not  leave  nor  forfake  them  inhpy  Hate  whatsoever.— 

i.'iirt  *i;:n  r,- ?vrior.  feU  aiid','  iu>  law  of  nantre  What  ;vu  hi>;ic>ur<.blc  bond  is 
v/c*;Wk  i  s  -dJ,  \Ai-  w  hm\  drcumlUixo  V-mv  Uhu;  to  it,  and  fit  them  lor 
ii  !  hill  ;i!l  L:rs  ii:  the  ftngk  or  hie  arc  what  God  detells,  and 

v.-fH,  it'oiu**'  f-r  Sj.ttT,  ptmtlh  ti|>^n  t hole  that  indulge  t her*)*  EM  what  a  complete 
^'.\'pou  c  is  ClUrift ;  and  how  (ledfefrly  fhotilcl  wo  adhere  u*  !  He  always  has 
}kw  ;irrt  erer  will  be  unchangeably  fame  m  hun/di',  and  to  hU  people; 
andu  thoir  jrreat  1-li.rij  Prieft,  Abur,  a:x!  Sacrifice  too.  The  atonement  he  hr** 
fundr  by  his  blood  is  leffirien*  id' iiiUfto  procure. their  peace  rnd  reconciliation 
■with  God,  and  a  from?  digestion  of  than,  as  a  peculiar  people  to  him  ;  and  ff 
efitvtually  ait  that  to  turn;  which  was  typified  by  the  fin*c>«ficr'n£  on  the  gre-it 
day  of.  expiation,  as  hi:  iuiTmd  without  the  gates  of  Jerufuiem^  and  is  gone  wili; 
hU  own  blood  !:uo  ixaven  itfrif,  to  appear  in  the  pretence  of  God  Tor  them 
What  a  delight  and  lubfbtttalfcaft  has  our  frith  upon  Uh  iaerifice,  which  the) 
who  flick  to  7 inftiti:i;rms  have  no  right  to  eat  of!  How  ready  fhould  wt 
be  to  go  oni  him  from  everything  tint  interferes  with  him;  to  renounce  all  tin 
allurements  *>f  this  world  tor  him;  and  cheerfully  to  own  and  honour  him  in  a  I 
the  if rK.iiiiny  uf  hisenots!  And  bciti^  convinced  of  the  Uncertain,  tranfitor 
flatc  of  all  thing?  h;'re*  Let  or-  ftek  a  city  of  eve riaftitig  reft  and  fafety  in  the  wort 
to  come,— CV  what  momentous  confluence  is.  the  min:flry  of  ChriR's 
fcmntsf  We  ftiouM  be  unit 31  era  of  their  frith  and  holy  conver ration,  who  hr.v 
"been  our  fpjritiul  guides,  and  ii nifltrd  their  courfe  with  joy  ;  and  while  perio:; 
of  this  fscred  char^hT  are  heartily  engaged  in  thrir  work,  they  diligently  wal; 

.  for  the  falvAiiou  of  precious  loids  ;  as  knowing  that  they  mull  give  an  accout 
cdtbdr  fiiitbfui  labours,  whicli  turn  greatly  to  their  own*  but  moft  of  all  ts>  i-k  ' 
hearers  joy  or  grief,  according  to  the  good  or  bad  efkfls  they  hate  upon  their 
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Their  counfels,  exhortations  and  reproofs,  as  far  as  agreable  to  the  vniod  and  will 
of  Chrift  ifi  bis  word,  ought  to  be  ferioufty  attended  to*  free  from  aQ  prejudice^ 
and  with  humble  obedience  and  fubmtffioa  to  his  authority  in  them,  that  wemij 
not  be  milled,  and  tofled  to  and  fro,  by  the  errors  of  wicked  and  ckfigning  mm 
who  bring  in  various  do&rine*,  which  are  quite  foreign  to  the  Chriftian  faith/w 
happy  fouls,  that  are  fecurcdagalnft  thdr  fcduffions,  and  eftabtifhed  in  the  troth 
as  it  is  in  Jefus,  by  an  experience  of  its  power,  and  of  a  work  of  facial  grace !  But 
as  ever  tniniftm  and  people  would  be  mutual  bleffing*  and  comforts,  they  ougbt 
carncftty  to  pray  one  for  the  other.  And  how  encouraging  to  faith  in  prayer  w 
the  confidmtion  <rf  God  in  a  mediator  l  In  this  view,  we  may  realize  him  at  our 
reconciled  God,  and  the  author  of  alt  definable  peace  and  profperity,  temporal* 
fpiritual,  and  eternal;  may  co&fidcr  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  the  great  Shepherd 
of  the  ihcepto  take  care  of  all  whom  the  Father  has  given,  as  a  peculiar  property 
and  charge  to  him;  and  may  think  of  the  new  and  cverlafting  covenant,  as  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  his  blood,  on  account  of  which  God  the  Father  is  pacified,  and 
has  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  as  a  public  head  and  reprefcoutive,  for  tfceir  justi¬ 
fication*  tn  humble  dependence  upon  all  this,  with  what  holy  boldnefs.may  wc 
afk  for  every  grace  and  favour  that  we  ftand  in  need  of !  3$ -particularly  that 
God  would  work  all  our  works  in  and  for  us  by  his  Spirit,  and  would  enable  us 
to  offer  up,  with  united  hearts  and  lips,  continual  ftcrifices  of  thankfgiving  and 
praile,  and  to  add  the  moft  benevolent  diftributions  to  the  neceflities  of  others, 
efpecially  of  the  houftiold  of  faith  1  Thefe  alfo  are  acceptable  to  God  through 
Jefu*  Chrift,  as  hcrificea  of  grateful  acknowledgement  that  we  receive  our  all 
from  him.  And  how  cordially  and  affectionately  Ihould  alt  the  faints  fahite  one 
another,  and  their  fpjritual  guides,  in  a  Chriftian  manner  1  M:iy  the  grace  of  God 
in  Chrift  be  with  all  bis  mimilm  and  people ■'  To  whom  be  glory  far  ever  atulever* 
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THE 


CONTENTS  of  the  G 

C  n  Jl  Fp  I. 

H£  apoftle  preface?  bis  epiftle  with  age* 
uerat falutntfan  of  the  Jews  in  fhftr  difo 
perfian,  i.  Addrtjjcs  bimfeff*  firfi  *f  alt* 
to  the  Cbrifiuin  converts  among  item*  Areff- 
?ng  (bn n  bow  to  mate  a  due  improvement  of 
their  troubles ,  bow  to  apply  to  God  under  „ 
them,  and  bow  to  Mam  m  projbtrwrand 
edveft  circamftances*  1,-1*,  Warns  them* 
not  to  Impute' to  God  any  umptafam  fa  fin  * 
bid  fa  loot  upon  all  evil  as  proceeding  from 
(hemfeives,  and  oil  good  from  God*  1  |t — ► 
sS*  Infers  the  fusses  of  watching  againft 
a  rafo  and  farms  temper*  and  of  retetmg 
the  word  of  God  with  mteknefs,  and  living 
according  to  it*  *9,— af-  And  jbtws  the 
Afereace  between  vain  pretences*  aad  real 
religion*  id*  47.  p  3* 

C  it  A  r,  tt. 

The  atofilc  goes  on  to  flew  that  all  notions  and 
pnfeffamt  of  faUb  are  Vatu*  if  not  produce 
Am  of  impartial  lave  and  jvfikf  to  Other?, 
the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  r, — ij.  And 
firxmgh  argues  from  the  nature  of  things* 
\iUujlrated  bj  frmtUfs  pretences  of  foty  to 
the  poor*  and  by  a  body  without  a  foul)  and 
from  the  wfloneet  of  Abraham  and  EffMf 
the  necejfiiy  of  good  works  to  prove  the  fiuct* 
riiy  of  fakb,  which  otberwife  is  dead*  and 
will  be  of  no  more  advent age,  than  the  faith 
of  devils,  p-  *4* 

Ch  iP«  UL 

The  ap ofiUeaadMS  agaiaft  an  arrogant  affitmng 
temper  and  bebaxnsur*  and  agfdnfi  the  *dfo 
chief  of  aa  ntfanfHficd  and  unruly  tongue*  1* 


neral  Epiftlc  of  J  jf  M  E  S. 

^-1 3*  And  jbevrs  the  excellency  of  heavenly 
wifrtom,  wkch  difewers  itfeff  in  parity, 
nteekntfs,  and  peace,  in  oppajrti bjm  to  that 
which  ii  litigious*  carnal*  nod  worldly,  14,— 
ta,  p* 

CxU.  IV* 

The  afrfile  coafie/ts  agahtft  corrupt  affeHioas* 
at  the  root  of  wars  ami  quarrels  ^  and  the 
ham  of  prayer  ;  and  agdinjt  an  inordinate 
love  of  this  world,  as  enmity  with  God,  who 
gives  grace  fa  the  bumble,  lt— 4*  Dinttf 
proud  and  carnal  prof  effort  to  fahmif  and  he* 
take  themfetvei  to  God*  and  refift  the' devil* 
and  to  abandon  and  lament  their  finful  tour* 
fes,  in  order  to  their  being  exulted,  7, — io* 
And  exhorts  all  ptofeffeng  Cbrifttins  to  /peak 
candidly  one  of  another,  and  to  undertake  sa 
affairs  of  life  without  a  tonftanl  regard  to 
the  will  and  providence  of  God,  u3— 1 7- 

P-  *9* 

C  H  1  t1.  V* 

T he  apefite  denounce t  ibe  judgments  $f  Go/ 
againft  the  rich  unbelieving  jews,  who  it* 
fraud?  d  the  poor*  and  lived  in  luxury  and  y- 
prtfikn,  1,— d*  Exhorts  the  Jewijh  belie* 
vers  to  patience  and  metkaefs  under  their  trim 
bulttthus,  which  wish  fan  have  an  end,  7, 
Cautions  them  agavrfl  rnfofv earing, 
ia.  Recommends  prayer  in  njfltficd*  juj 
prnife  tn  profperoas  dreumftnuces*  j  j,  Prt~ 
forties  prayer  and  attainting  with  oil  for  a  un» 
ratttiwi  recovery  of  thtficb*  i4j  if-  Di* 
rttts  private  GMfnnns  to  mutual  coofeffhn  of 
their  faults*  and  mutual  prayer,  i4,-*iS. 
And  foe  ws  the  be ppinef^pf being  InftrvtneniA 
to  the  couverfiojt  oj  a  fiarncr,  19,  *0.  pP  3$, 


The  Coktekti  of  the 

1  C  h  a  r*  L 

HE  apefile  falutn  the  profojfing  belie - 
iters*  to  whom  he  wrote  ;  and  hteffos 
God  for  his  foeeiat  benefit  to  them  through 
Jffrr  Cbrifl,  tn  which  they  rejoiced  under  all 
tribulations*  %r—9*  Shews  that  falvat ha 
by  Ch rift  was  foretold  in  ancient  prophecy, 
jo,-*-ia.  And  exhorts  than  to  all  holy  rti»- 
verfittiaa,forlabfe  to  their  principles,  priwU- 
and ablgatio**  >5*  P-4 

^  Ckin  u* 

The  apoftle  reeomvunds  a  temper  faitable  fa 
(heir  ebaraSer,  ms  horn  agaid*  mud  a  daily 
\Ql.  VI. 


Firft  Epiftle  of  PETER. 

recQurft  to  Chrift  at  their  only  foundation* 
1  o*  Direilt  their  holy  romierfotioa  a- 
rpoag  the  Gtttftki,  it,  14,  Exhorts fobjefit 
and  Jiryants  to  pay  nit  proper  ebeStence  to 
their  civil  governors  and  ma fieri,  1 
And  to  he  patient,  in  tmtodon  of  their  fa  fer* 
ieg  Saviour,  under  all  bardjbips  that  taifb/be 
wrongfully  tAd  upon  them*  !9,^-*5*  P*  Jf* 

Chap,  HI. 

The  apoftle  proceeds  to  rctwnmend  (he  dudes  of 
wives  and  hujhauM,  Exhorts  ail 

Chriftiant  t*  tnuXital  agreement  ui  prinSpU* 
afeffkn*  andteadneft  *  8,-13.  dtnd  encoa~ 

t 
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rages  them  h  patience  under  pe rfleutions  far 
tighteoufiefs  fake*  in  eonfideralku  of  ChnyVe 
haring  patiently  fit  fired  in  their  Jtead*  and 
*f  the  rich  advantage  they  have  thereby*  14, 
— p'  *9*  7o« 
Chap.  IV. 

apoflU  improves  the  confideration  of 
Chrftrtan s  fujfrrfagx,  fir  purity  and  boiinefj 
jn  bears  and  i\fet  1  ,—6-  And  cf  th e  ap* 
preaching  diffolutton  of  the  Jewifl  pate*  fir 
flhridy,  watcbfulncfs*  prayer  and  mutant 
Uve,  and  fir  a  ffithfu*  difeharge  of  religi¬ 
on s  irtifh*  7, — 1  i  r  And  taa/iOM  betieverf 
attnttp  expo  flag  them filvtt  to  pump  meats  fir 
ibtb  QTttr?  fault  i  1  but  cncouraga  them  te  n w 
jiici*  and  g  hr  fin  reproaches  and  fu firings 
fir  Chrift*  inftead  of  being  fitprifed  or  Jif- 


wayed  stihm\  andh  commit  lleir  fixht  fa 
a  canrft  of  urell-doing,  to  (Be  care  of  0  fiitkr 
fit  Godt  1*/— ip.  p*  79. 

Chap*  V. 

The  apofile  exhorts  and  entett rates  elders  to  he 
cheer  fit x  dfinierefltdani  bandit*  In  a  fdfi- 
fit  dxfibarge  of  their  efice*  it — 4.  Dire&r 
younger  &r:Sians  to  fibmt  to  their  elders* 
yea*  alt  of  them  one  to  another  ;  and  to  yield 
wish  humility  and  patience,  to  the  hand  of 
Cody  and  can  ait  their  care  on  Hn t,  and  tt  he 
fib*^  watchful  and  fiedfifi  in  the  faith  a* 
all  the  itmptationiof  the  devil,  S* — p> 
And  then  iprayt  fir  their  growth  and  cftabSfl- 
meat  f  and  concludes  wifi  fatutatms*  o*d  a 
benedtfUon,  1  <y— -j4.  p*  87* 


The  Contests  of  the  Second  Epiftlc  of  PETER* 


C  II  A  PL  1. 

HE  apofllefiiutts  them  mho  had  obtained 
like  precious  filth*  and  reminds  them  of 
tte  attending  blcfjftngs,  Efforts  them 

to  add  the  ex erctfe  of  vane/tt  olhtr  graces  to 
their  faith*  and  encourages  them  thereto  by 
the  hppy  sjfiet  of  their  f?  defag*  n* 
A  fires  them  of  ms  concern  to  he  as  afipant* 
gs  pofibUj  to  them  therein*  befit?  hu  qp- 
preaching  deceafe*  1  $,  And  atnjirmf 

the  troth  of  she  gofpet  relating  to  QhriJftj  ap¬ 
pearing  to  judgment*  cs  it  may  he  gathered 
from  an  immediate  itflimmy  which  came  fiom 
heaven  in  bis  own  and  others  hearing*  and 
more  direct  If  proved  by  the  infpired  writings 

cf  the  prophets*  itf,—  zi  '  p. 

Chap*  IF. 

3>*  apoflU  cautions  believer  x  again fl  filjt 
teachers*  hm bm  he  def tribes  bi  their  pernicious 
principles  and  influence*  t  * — Shews  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  their  putpjh  went,  from  the  examples 


*  of  the  fallen  angels*  of  the  old  ujprtf,  and  of 
Sodor^  and  Gomorrah*  which  the  god  if  flail  #7 
fiape*  us  Let  did  out  of  Sodom*  4.— And 
giyes  os  black  account  at  large  of  theft  feju- 
cers*as  they  were  agg ra  u ate dly  wicked  under 
high  pretences  to  liberty  and  purity*  io3 — 
11.  p*  104* 

Char*  HI* 

The  apoflle  declares  the  dcflgn  of  tins  epfflie  to 
be  the  fame  with  that  of  fie  firmer*  to  re - 
rfind  them  of  ChrifEs  finaj  coming  to  judg¬ 
ment*  1*  a*  QHfervcs  that  f offers  at  Chuffs 
ficond  turning  wire  so  be  expelled  voder  she 
gofpel-fiete,  3,  4*  Confutes  their  vain  and 
xnfutflmg  okje&ions  againfl  tf,  and  flews  that 
Be  will  certainly  appear  at  unawares*  when 
fie  prefeat  frame  of  nature  will  be  ifilved 
by  fie*  $T-r-*o/  And  infers  from  f hence , 
amt  from  fie  new  flute  of  things*  tbet  will 
then  he  introduced,  fie  netejpty  of  foUnefs, 
patience  and  jlcdfajfaefs  in  fie  faith ,  n^; 
1&.  p*  nj. 


The  Contents  of  the  Fijrft  Epiftle  of  J  Q  H  Jf. 


C  T!  AP*  I. 

HE  a  piffle  prefaces  his  ephVe  to  BeE  evert 
in  gene  rat  wifi  evident  fcfls  monies  to 
Chrtfl ,  fir  promoting  their  happinefl  andjoy, 
1, — 4.  Shews  fie  neceffsly  of  a  life  of  Ito- 

hr.efiy  in  order  to  communion  with  God;  nod 
tedieves  them  under  4  fertfe  of  fa-dwelling 
fix,  n»hieh  they  ought  bvmhf  to  acknowledge 
JhU  remains  with  them ;  but  frwn  which 
firre  it  am.  a  the  lea  fifing  virtue  in  the  blood  of 

'  p'  i*s* 

Chip,  1|. 

ofoflh  dfarfli  he  tier?  erf  to  fie  cJrmrO'y  and 
fitment  of  Cbrifl  fir  help  and  rctef  a- 


gaiitfl  finfil  infirmities*  1 ,  %>  Defence j 
fie  cffcRs  of  o  favifig  knowledge  of*  aitduui^ 
On  with  him *  as  prodv&ivt  of -obedience  ond 
love  to  fie  brethren,  3, — it.  Addrffct 
Cbrifiiant  under  the  vanda  t  tbawRers  of 
little  children*  ybung  men  and  fathers*  nt— 
t4r  Cautions  J hem  all  again  ft  an  inordinate 
live  of  firs  world,  and  anlichriflian  error*, 
I  J,^*a3*  dtnd  entourages  them  tofiond  fifl 
in  tte  fStb  and  heUuefi  of  tbegafpel*  aetvrd- 
ieglo  tbe  fight  and  inflxtnce  of  fie  jpirilual 
tt aStan*  tt hick  they  had  received*  x*t — 

p.  lip* 

Chap,  TIT* 

The  ape  file  breaks  out  in  to  admlrattca  of  the 

fovt 
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fs,h£  of  God  in  making  ktBtvcrs  his  children, 
I,  *.  .Shews  tU  purifying  influence  of  a 
heft  of  fuing  Chrifl  and hearing  ms  fthenefi, 
aid  she  inconft  deary  of  pretending  to  /Ajj 
V*  and  tef  fM  yi«,  3,-^fo  M^i 
love  to  the  brethren  a  rifting  rifiinf  cbartic- 
tor  of  real  Cbriftians,  1 1 *i  y*  Dejcribes 
that  lovely  fach  of  its  afttavt,  at  prove  it  to 
a  man's  flaw  confcience  to  Sc  fiucere,  Jfft — 
ft  [f  And  reprefenis  the  advantage  of  faith , 
hve,  dad  obedience,  p.  l+i* 

Chap.  TV* 

The  afaftte  Caationi  btfaven  aganft  g'txfag 
beta  to  every  one  that  pretends  to  the  /pint* 
and  flews  Sow  to  diftingvifl  the  true  freed 
the  fat  ft  claimants  cf  if,  it— iff,  Torn 

returns  to  bit  dotting  topic  of  brotherly  hve, 
at  a  proper  char  aft eriftic  of  facer e  Gbrifii * 
ans,  enforcing  U  up6a  them  by  various  weighty 
COrtfideraSituif  7 p.  I$l* 


tii 

Chap.  V. 

Tfo  apt  file  (oatfadrt  his  argument  for  'rosier If 
/irt/tf,  by*  j %nmng  tbarii  is  the  effeft  of  *t  ucvr 
birth,  which  pruauees  fuck  a  hv:  to  ihf  as 
mokes  obc/Hewe  to  ail  ns*  rom»taudnHists  pud- 
fantj  and  frch  it  fazih  in  C'trift,  pi  over¬ 
comes  th'w  world,  j,— Then  to  eftnhfcfl 
their  frith  In  thrift,  he  refers  to  three 
nc/fts  in  hcavent  and  three  on  earth,  as  eox- 
eurnng  t*  prove  ch  it  Jffas,  the  Son  of  God, 
is  the  true  Meffiah,  ff, — p  Sftrws  the  fa  * 

tisfaftion  that  the  hetiever  has  in  b:\  own  fal 
about  tuni)  and  eternal  life  through  him!  and 
abut  Gif  s  hearing  and  erf-u-crieg  the  pray¬ 
er*  that  are  offered  tip  according  to  hit  will, 
far  vurfehet  and  others,  ic*— And 
conclude!  with  an  account  of  the  happy  ton* 
dttlon  of  true  believers  beyond  she  refi  of  the 
•world,  and  with  a  charge  to  renounce  all  \da+ 
latry,  i9,— *1.  p*  *J9- 


* 


The  Contents  of  the  Second  Epiftie  of  JOHN* 


IN  this  jbort  letter  the  apofilt  fabtUS  the  cleft 
lady  and  her  children,  i,  —3,  Etpreffts 
Jiir  jay  in,  and  further  excites,  thdr  faith 
omd  hve,  4>~G *  Cautious  them  to  be  upon 
their  guard  again  ft  deceivers,  whom  tfe  de* 
Jcriher,  j-3 — »*  Dirt  ft  i  their  conddB  toward 
them ,  ley— ri.  And  concludes  -with  a  tu¬ 


ft  ng  the  flortneft  of  his  writing,  by  a  pro~ 
miff.  Gad  wilting,  tv  make  them  a  vijtr,  and 
& (coat ft  more  largely  abut  things,  fame  of 
which  he  hod  touched  upon-,  and  with  fahtta * 
J ions  from  the  children  of  her  cleft  jifter,  1 1 
13*  p,  170. 


The  Contents  of  the 

fT,tf£  tipcftU  Congratulates  Gams  upon  bis  e* 
X  mi  neat  piety  and  hofpiiafdy ,  it— *8* 

Cautions  him  againfi  firing  with  Diofrepbes, 
who  war  a  mmfter  of  a  haughty  an dturbu* 
lent  fpirtt,  P> — 1 J*  ftttl  recommends  De~ 


Third  Epiftle  of  JOHN. 

TTictrius  ai  a  man  cf  an  excellent  char  after, 
si ,  Kxcafes  the  brevity  of  this  letter  by  the 
be pt  he  had  of  fan  feeng  GaistSt  and  tin* 
eludes  with  13’j  r4-  P* 


The  Contents  of  the  Epiflte  of  JUDE, 


THEapoftle  faint ej  the  Chri  ft  tans  to  wh&n  he 
wrote,  and  exhorts  them  to  ftaitd  faft  w 
the  faith  fl grin  ft  theft  fewijh  zealots  that 
would  undermine  it,  1 , — 4-  Shews  the  don* 
ger  of  being  infefted  by  them,  and  the  dread¬ 
ful  punifotnint  which  fait  he  iajlifted  on  the  fit 
and  their  followers,  at  exemplified  iit  the  on- 
bftievhgft ljr:iC flies  t  in  the  fallen  angels,  and 
in  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  $, — 7.  Gives  a 
hideous  ufmption  of  th/fe  fattens  end  {bar 


deploy  able  end,  8*— iff*  Cavtloni  believers 
agrinft  itfojf  far pt fed  at  fuck  delivers  a  - 
rift tig  at nvug  (beniy  ta  bnr,*  foreviarn'J* 
that  they  might  be  fore-arm*  J  agahjt  them, 
and  Pirihtatu  their  own  fted/aJiKtfi  by  faith 
and  prayer,  and  a  prudent  care  one  of 
ther,  ty,-r-x3.  And  coxctudej  vttk  a  Hty 
and  encouraging  doxolcgy,  %4,  ij"  p,  i#t, 
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The  Contents  of  the  REVELATION* 


Chap.  I. 

P ft  fact  opens  the  £i*itre  srfjr  naly  dtfig  n, 
0»d  importance  of  this  fatky  l, — 3. 
The  ap?fik  'John*  the  -writer  of  i ft  folum 
the  feyca  churches  cf  Afia,  iw/lirty  them 
j {race  and  peace  f mm  God  it  t  >W  bet,  Son* 
and  Spirit ,  Li  dijiinfihc  *  co&ntical  charac¬ 
ters  of  the w,  4,~-8*  Declares  -when, 
where,  and  h?wt  the  revelations  vers  wade 
< 9  bint,r  9, —  ta.  And  gives  cm  aetomst  of 
his  firfi  vijhn,  in  wbi.h  he  fav  Cbrifi  afa 
fairing  in  the  imdfi  cf  favtn  gulden  ctutdie- 
J)kkst  and  bolding  fiuts  fian  in  bis  right 
hnJy  -wbid>  iff  ere  emblematical  ef  the  Jevtn 
cl  arches,  and  (bar  refieftivi  fatten ;  nad 
defiribci  bis  appearing  lu  fa  bfiroxg  and  live¬ 
ly  \%urrs  ef  majrfiy  nod  gUrj,  as  -were  fail¬ 
ed  to  the  encouragement  of  true  believers^ 
wd.thc  terror  pf  fadftidt  s  end  apofl/itts* 
SO’  p,  Jps. 

C  ii  Af*.  IL 

The  apeftte,  a  -cording  to  Cbrifi1  $  temmnr.d, 
fends  epifiti i  inferred  to  rbt  pafiors  cf  the 
alwcbcr  in  Afia,  vtitb  prophetic  wamigt 
W  encMragemenls,  frit  ab  le  u  their  iUn 
grtfcnl  fiote,  fr\  -which  fame  thtiigs  are  com- 
wended i  and  others  repro  id)  and  relating 
to  vrbat  theywerr  to  txptft  in  a  v  at  of  mer- 
ctr  or  cf  judgment  t  according  t&  their  refptc* 
the  frithfubefs*  or  not,  far  time  to  omti 
en  parsicu  arJy  the  church  a  Erbtfu j,  r,*— 
T,  At  Smyrna,  At  Pcrgamos, 

llj—L7.  And  at  Tbjdfir&y  Vi*-* 9  p.  lotf, 

^  nr 

Here  failin' three  other  c fa  files  y  ccntrimng 

warnings  and  t:rtet rings*  exhcncU^s,  tn- 

rtn tragemenls  and  promt  fa s,  fa  table  to  tbt 
fiat?  of  far  church  ?/'  Surdity  J,— 6.  At 
Philadelphia,  7 1*1  i+  And  at  Laodit aa,  14, 

— SSv  p.  up, 

Chap.  IV, 

Mr  epofikhn  Hig  fvxfaedtti:  efafiofory  po*f  of 
bit  revelation*  relcthg  to  the  then  prefix* 
and  near  eft  root  fang  fiat*  of  the  ft  ven 
churches  of  A*ta,  proceeds  io  open  the  pro¬ 
phetic  froze*  -ifth.ch  was  rep  e. fated  to  him 
in  anotkr  t nfisn,  ninth if  to  l  r  wore  genL- 
ra*  ajfidrs  of  the  church  for  tint  s  to  omet 
ta  the  end  of  the  1 iffrtd  i  And  as  be  introdu¬ 
ced  the  fara)ery  v  th  hii  rificn  of  Cbrifi  1 
{chap*  r  )  he  introdues,  -with  Tu  t.i  o*t  of  Cod 
the  Creator ,  at  an  bhgl  rious  throve,  farrowed- 
td  t tito  a  keatsnh  hofiy  vkirh  hr  fav  un-r 
dcr  she  nttblrms  of  t  w*r ntyfonr  r:d  rs  and 
finr  Innng  abater cs^  1,^ — 7.  And  M-itb 

their  find  the  holy  ange  s  fan-: j,  nrhicb  ho 
hrardy  ST— ii„  p,  X3h7t 

Ciur,  V. 

Zx  J  fallosrhfg  part  of  the  apoHL's  vfioif  he 


favt  io  the  right  hand  of  Cod  a  hook  if  A* 
Tfttie  i.i  retSj  or  bid  vat  filled  with  jevtn 
fiats  for  funcyy  aiA  apt id  h<  opened  i fi 
none  hut  Cbrifit  I, — j-  Hr,  appearing 

nndew  the  emblem  of  a  Lsfab  in  the  mdfi 
of  the  throaty  took  the  booh  ttrop:n  ii  \  4,  7, 
Upon  Vii.h  the  joxf  fiviuf  sreatuvet  a*& 
four  W  twenty  elders  ofimt  ait  hour  to 
hum  far  vrAiruzhing  this  dijficu  t  vcrk>  and 
far  redeeming  them  to  Co  *  by  kh  h  t»*4  and 
mating  them  ihgi  and  friejis  to  AiwP  8,*- 
IO*  And  an  innumerable  avt-p  tij  of  nsgrit 
fa  »  with  them  in  a-ftlcr  of  profit  to 
God  a  A  the  Lnmbt  ii, — J4-  P*a34* 

Ch  a  k  VI* 

.  The  apofite  goes  on  to  an  ac*og' t  rf  the  cpttrog 
of  the  fiahy  in  their  0  dert  jar  rewafuf 
the  purpofet  of  Gcdy  that  are  t*  ho  fulfill,  dly 
b  s  fa  iie..ce  hi.  frvnr  gra  -  d  faidtfive  far,* 
ads ;  /he  fafi  of  which  is  r  present  id  *\t  the 
npmugof  the  fix  firfi  feats,  a  dr-  iafes  to 
the  fiato  of  tic  church  under  the  heathen  em-* 
ftr  *s  of  Rontet  from  ibe  rime  of  {Us  fro* 
phfey  to  Ccn/Uhtiar  the  great,  about  the 
year  of  oar  Lard  313™ The  firfi  fial  h 
opened,  relating  te  she  glorious  fitcttfaof  the 
in  the  firfi  promulgaticJi  of  *t>  i*  a* 
doe  fic&tdj  relating  to  a  .great  defiruRiort 
both  if  ptrji  ttting  Jews  and  Romany  ly 
their  wars  one  vtth  another,  till  ahem  the 
year  1  jSr  j,  The  thirds  relating  ta 
great  jeanuy  of  provifivns  tn  the  empire*  kr* 
twem  the  year  j|8  and  I79  tf.  Tla 
fam  rh  rrlmng-to  great  mortality  by  a  pefib- 
ience,  between  tint  year  \\t  and  l^r.  ?t  t. 
T*-e  fifth,  rt  luting  ta  the  ny  of  the  finis  of 
jrcryrs  under  the  a'tery  9  —  1 1*  And  the 
fitthy  rela&g  10  \ht  dr  tad  fat  and  total  fhhvcr- 
fion  of  the  empire,  os  he.  iht»,  in  the  r eg* 
of  CnnfiiusUt*  the  year  313^11,^* 
r?.  p, 

Chip,  Vrr. 

A  pa  fe  between  the  two  firfi*  grand  periods,  re* 
[rffe  ts  a  fi>*rt  rfriie  from  rerficuiijn,  /o* 
the  com  fait  of  tU  faints,  from  about  the 
Jter  pAto  it — 3*  Ard their  pccce* 

bappieefa  and  fifty,  as  figrified  by  an  an* 
grf i  f  of  uf  1^4,000,  4t-* 8,  A  dr.r^of 
the  v laic  shmeh,  xitb  whlib  the  bcTy  angels* 
fa*  w  a  font  of  preife  on  tk:s  fat  fat  oecafio a% 
>1—^1  %*-  At/d  Q*tt  of  tU  eld  rs  in  farms' the. 
aftfi  e  of  the  un/pc^ahtc  bUjfadntfs  and  glo¬ 
ry  of  Ik  fa  that  fafiered  martyrdom  far  Chrifi, 
13^-17*  Mi>. 

Chap.  VIJI. 

The  favenfb  fail  is  npe<  edt  and  fiUvct  fotlru'i 
in  heaven  far  a  tittle  /pace :  And  feut/t  an¬ 
gels  appear  with  feve't  trumpets,  ready  n 
proclaim  the  pttrpsfo  of  Gad ,  U  the  fiemi* 
period  noting  to  the  Roman  empire,  tar 

tbzrtk 
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cad  the  after  the  Chnftion 

fiith  bad  bit*  publicly  tmroted,  and  began 
U  It  corrupted ;  i*  %*  But*  before  they  ext¬ 
ent*  thtir-ojjite,  another  awttl  afiptar s  at  the 
golden  alter  to  ofer  ineexfi  wit 1  the  preyen 
fij  all  fdtiti ;  ate  then  rafts  fire  an  the 
earth,  -which  products  terrible  ft  or  ms  of  ven¬ 
geance,  3,— j.  Hereupon  the  five*  angels 
frepare  to  found  their  trumpets  in  their  order, 
os  ftgn&h  if  the  judgments  of  Gid,  then  -were 
to  fe  gradually  executed  on  the  empire,  6. 
The  frft  angel  bbws  Hs  trpmpct,  -winch  is 
followed  with  a  ftorm  of  hail*  fire,  and  blood ; 
figmfyitg  the  great  deftrttftm  that  foexU  foil 
on  the  Chrijtiatf  empire  after  Cenftautiite  s 
death*  till  the  reign  of  Tbeodojk ts  from  about 
the  pear  337*0  i  T9,  7*  Tbe  fecund  trum¬ 
pet  it  followed  with  a  burning  -mountain  caft 
into  tbe  fta*  figmfying  the  htvafton  of  Italy 
by  the  Northern  nations,  till  Rome  was  fork'd 

S  Atari*  about  tbe  year  41%,  S,  p*  The 
Ird  trumpet  is  followed  with  the  fiaSHtg  of 
a  fiery  ft  or,  called  Wormwood  on  tbe  ri¬ 
ven  j  figoifftng  tbe  devaftationf  in  Italy, 
that  pat  on  end  10  the  Homan  empire  t  and  jet 
pp  the  kingdom  of  the  Goths  about  the  year 
4*3>  ie,  it*  The  fourth  trumpet  is  fit- 
lowed  with  a  darkntag  of  the  third  part  of 
the  fan,  moon  and  ft  arty  figxxfymg  further 
wars  in  It  oh,  that  ended  in  a  total  Jukvrrfiex 
of  the  power  of  Rome,  and  the  fitting  up  of 
sbe  Exarchate  of  Ravenna  about  tbe  year 
j*B,  11.  And  another  auge!  denounces  ftUt 
greater  wots  to  emt  upon  the  earth  voder  the 
three  fothwUg  trumpets  t  1  3.  p* 
Chap*  IX. 

The  fifth  trumpet  it  followed  with  a  nprefenia- 
fnn  of  another  ft  or  as  fitting  from  heaven 
mnd  opening  the  koitmkfs  pit,  out  of  which 
fiszrms  of  iocufts  tome  to  torment  men  upon 
earth  ;  figmfymg  the  rife  nf  Mahomet,  and 
fpreadtug  of  his  impojfure,  and  of  fie  Sara¬ 
cen  dominion  under  him  and  his  foccefors  in 
the  Eofteml  as  well  as  Weftern  Empire ,  be- 
tween  the  year  568*  and  flyj*  1,^-1 1.  The 
ftxth  trumpet  h  followed  with  a  rebreftnta* 
ttw  of  the  loafing  of  four  angels  that  were 
hound  in  the  great  river  Euphrates*,  ftgwffi 
rtty  Go^t  taking  ofihtfcftrdnt  that  lad  been 
ted  for  fame  years  upon  the  Saracens*  and 
now  per mitti or  them  to  tmsade  the  empire  n- 
gain,  and  make  further  progtefi  in  /fe>  con- 
aueftSf  between  tit  year  tit's  >3*“ 

11.  P-**3- 

Chap.  X. 

jfo  auguft  intnduflio m  ft  the  frveutS  trumpet, 
in  width  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  it  repre- 
fended  as  interrupting  the  train  of  pjophety, 
jfcr  a  fmak  interval,  and  as  prefeutimg  a  Ru 
tfc  open  M,  and  uttering  his  voice  at  a  Ron, 
-which  is  followed  with  five*  thunders,  i*lf~ 
mating  what-Jse  wield  further  reveal  tinder 
Ska  fovea  vials,  1,— A  vdeefrem  hea¬ 
ven  forbids  writing*  at  prefect,  what  was 
Ml Urci  bythe  fovtn  thundery  4*  Tleomgel 


ENTS-  tit 

filemnly  fwtors  that,  at  the  expiratten  of  the 
following  p ropbeeieSf  time  foould  be  no  mare, 
and  that  rn  the  days  of  the  feventb  angel  the 
my  ft  cry  of  God  fomd  he  fotifoed,  — 7, 
A  vskc  tails  to  John  (trto  <&fo ryes  it}  in 
eat  the  bock ,  which  would  U  ferret  ia  hit 
math,  and  hitter  U  his  belly,  B. — jo.  And 
tells  him  lx  muji  further  propbep  of  the  yet 
future  (late  nf  the  church  and  of  the  -world, 
in  a focctftht  order  of  time,  it* -witch  vat 
to  fe  font  about  tic  year  77,  the 

Pope  of  Rome  was  fir  ft  invefted  with  tempo* 
rai  dumiohn)  for  ntfo  years  then  so  come, 
accord: ftg  to  the  general  tfefcrbtion  that  vau 
to  be  given  of  it  in  the  three  foiieving  chap¬ 
ter*-  p,  »7i, 

C  ff  A  p(  XT. 

The  firfi  general  defniptm  of  the  ftaleof  the 
char*b  for  ttho  years,  in  the  third  period t  to 
he  dated  fum  tbe  r.fiof  the  temporal  prw- 
*r  of  tie  Pope  about  the  year  75*,  if  repre¬ 
foe  ltd  under  the  figure  of a  temple  neafured, 
but  the  outward  court  if  wbkh,  as  dforip- 
live  of  formal  proffoen^  is  left  to  the  Gen* 
tiles*  or  idolatrous  church  of  Rome,  for  4* 
mznttts*  r,  *,  During  this  time,  of  equal 
dote  wish  1160  prcphitic  days,  or  years,  two 
witncjfos,  or  4  few*  from  age  to  age* 
prcpbccy  in  fackclotk,  hut  wstbgrcxt  pew- 
They  arc  ftatrt  by  Poptfi  t yraant t 
which  is  figured  out  under  the  image  of 
the  heaft,  and  are,  in  a  manner,  fuftprA 
fed  fir  three  prophetic  days  and  a  half, 
cr^/itl  to  tbe  43  months;  af  ter  which  they 
arifi  and  afiend  ti  heaven  of  'hearing 
their  teftimO'tj  with  greater  ffit&tcy  and 
honour,  than  ever  before,  uaty  the  over* 
throw  af  a  tenth  part  of  tie  Romifoju* 
rifiiiffiou  and  the  fLiughtcr  af  ?000 
and  to  tit  confterj^tion  of  the  * reft  of 
that  party,  vhxh  futs  an  end  to  tie  fi- 
coed  wo,  7, — i  4i  An!  under  the  fi¬ 
ve  nth  trumpet,  denouncing  the  thi>d 
wo,  ail  ant ie h*i fit &n  powers  would  br 
utterly  deftreyed,  and  ffifine  in* gloria* j 
ft  ate  rf  CifriJf'j  kingdom  upon  earth,  1 5, 

"”19*  P-  »7P- 

Chap.  XTT 

A  ficoud general  deferiptiou  of  tbe  fame 
period  ef  tbe  church  of  Ctrl  ft,  and  of 
the  Ftp Jh  empire,  umlcr  tbe  figures  of  x 
warn*;#  dr  Tot  itiTo  tbe  VhUeruefi,  hut 
prefirved  fa  fifity  there,  and  of  4 
ytreut  red  dragan,  meaning  tbe  del? I,  as 
cxcrtit.g  his  power  principallt  by  the 
Pope  and  his.  fiafty,  who  would  per ficuie 
bet  r 76 j prophetic  dart  or  nears,  \f— 
Michael  \itid  hii  ovgfls  fight  again  ft  the 
dexil  and  ids  Ongeh,  who  are  defeated? 

' upon -which  there  are  loud  oeeiamatiO"S 
of  jay  and  p*-aifi,  attended  V:lh  *t  cV~ 
nwcution  of  woe  to  the  iitb*ibi butts  of 
tbe  earth,  by  te&fon  of  the  devil's  or  dr++ 
gerpAtt-ge,  7#— li  ■  Hereupon  Jbe  drj* 

I** 
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/M  ferfi  cutes  the  church  which  is  h id 
from  Umt  and  it  rtoarijhed  for  a  time, 

times  and  half  a  time,  attfwerittg  t* 

iZ6o prophetic  dtyj,  H;1  endea* 

VOUrS  to  defirof  her,  as  by  a  fieo  /,  whUh 

is  fwat lowed  up  by  fomc  civil 
fitted  the  earth  ;  *nfi  being  that  dif tip* 
posuted,  he  renews  his  wr  againft  the 
remnant  of  her  feed,  14*— 17.  ft  288, 

CmaP.  XITf. 

A  third  general  deferiptio  ft  of  * he  fiste  of 
the  church  during  the  fame  period  if 
1260  years  under  at:ticbrifi*s  rclgu^  tv  bo 
is  reprefenUd  by  the  figure  of  j  1 ttiU 
bcafi  rtfing  oat  of  the  fea,  to  whom  the 
dragon  gave  his  power,  !,«•[&  And 
another  rep  ref cm  tali  on  £s  made  of  the 
fame,  by  tic  figure  *f  4  befi,  which  had 
two  horns  F*ke  a  lotah,  and  [poke  as  fi 
dragon,  dtreifutg  afl  the  powtr  of  the 
former  heap,  tlrw^  At  hi  obliging 
ail  to  worjbip  its  image,  and  receive  its 
mart,  as  perfous  devoted  to  it  ;  with  an 
admonition  Jo  confide r  the  tirre  of  the 
rife  of  the  leaf,  in  order  to  our  know- 
i t*g  the  time  of  its  fall,  16,— id,  p.  197, 

Chap-  XIV- 

comfort  the  church  under  the  melsncho^ 
ip  rcprcfentjt'on,  which  bod  lee n  made 
go  the  foregoing  vifions  of  the  life. 
years  of  the  witneffes  propbcfymg  in 
fackchthy  of  the  church's  being  v*  the 
wildtrncft,  nod  of  the  reign  of  anti* 
ebrift,  a  chorus  of  the  heavenly  ckarcb  is 
introduced  in  another  vifioth  as  cctchnu 
Sing  the  pratfes  of  Gad,  in  the  prefixes 
of  the  Lamb,  for  their  bappiuefs,  who, 
as  a  uifgin  'compjrrrt  bad  eoathtaed  faith* 
ful  to  Chrifi  and  his  Csufe  wider  that  pc* 
nod,  J,— 5.  Then  follows  a  vifiion  of 
three  angels ;  one  proclaimings  in  a 
v/aj  of  predicthn,  tic  everUftlng  gofi 
pel *  which  fiorsld  he  preached  at  the  re- 
formation  1  another,  the  downfal  of 
Jlabjiou,  the  fame  with  the  nntiebrifti * 
an  haft  {  and  *  third,  the  dreadful  wrath 
6f  Go  l,  which  fiould  he  poured  out  upon 
the  worfiipprrj  of  the  leafi,  together 
with  the  bftjfednejs  *f  them  that  die  in 
the  Lord,  6, — 93.  To  this  is  added  .ivb 
Jioir  of  Chrifi  him f elf,  vHtb  nfisrp  fickle 
in  bir  band,  and  of  an  angel  crying  to 
him  to  execute  judgment  on  his  enemies 
as  ripe  for  deftruilion,  under  tbs  cm- 
Hem  of  (i  bar  vt ft  ripe  for  cutting  Jawu, 

which  be  accordingly  did,  14, — 1&~  Ad 

a  1 nfion  of  two  angel j  snort  V  cue  of 
•utSdch  had  d/fi  a  fidtp  fickle  and  the  a- 
ther  cried  to  hh#  to  proceed  to  further 
executions  of  judgments,  without  delay, 
wpOn  the  art  tick  rift  ian  party  ^  that  bod  fill¬ 
ed  up  the  ntcafure  of  their  imguiticff 


which  was  done  with  dreadful  vengtanttf 
under  the  emblem  of  ,1  vintage  full*  ripe 
end  trodden  in  the  witie-prcfj  of  God's 
Tvrath,  I?,— xOb  p.  gofl,  jo7t 

Chap,  XV, 

A  vifiion  of  fevers  on gets  having  tie fi*Viu 

i. tfi  plug  ues*  folio  vs,  by  way  of  fob  tun 

preface  to  the  execution  Of  them,  aJ  to 
hr  made,  upon  the  hcafi  ;  and  a  Jong  of 
praife  is  Jung  by  the  chtiriK  which  ob¬ 
tained  vt&Ory  Over  him,  I*— 4.  Then 
the  temple  in  bed  vest  is  opened,  from 
whence  the  feven  angels  come  out  wish 
the  /even  plagues  ;  and  to  them  one  of 
the  living  creatures  gives  ftycn  goldt# 
vials  full  of  the  wrath  of  God,  that 
they  might  he  ready  to  pour  them  oat  he 
their  Order  ;  Upon  which,  the  temple  war 
filled  with  an  InnaCteJfible  ctodd  of  gix* 
ry,  *— 9,  p.  JIJ,  Jitf* 

Chap.  XVI, 

The  fieri en  angels  arc  ordtr'd to potrr  out  their 
JevcnvUls  of  the  wrath  of  God  on  the  anti- 
chrjfiion  be  aft  and  alt  Its  fuppvts,  >,  The 
firfi  vtal  h  f  cured  Oat  on  the  earth  with 
grievous  for es%  fit jrfyiug greet  troubles 
tbroxgb  the  Romijh  cowmealty,  between 
the  je*r  S30  and  98s,  3,  ’  The  fecaudoa 
the  feo ,  which  it  turned  into  blood,  fig- 
oifpHg  a  great  ejfufion  of  bfbod  in  the  ho¬ 
ly  wars,  between  the  year  I04O  oud  1 1901 
The  third  on  the  riuefs  and  foun¬ 
tains,  which  became  blood,  fig ntfying  civil 
wars  in  the  papacy,  between  the  year 
i3oo  and  1371,  4r— 7-  The  fourth  On 
She  fun;  which  fiorebei  men,  figmfyin g 
wars  through  the  contentions  vf  popes 
for  the  papal  chair*  and  she  dsfir&tt.oir 
of  she  Raptrn  Empire,  between  the  year 
1378  and  IJ3<?t  8,  9*  The  fifth  on  the 
feat  of  the  be.fi,  figuffy  'mg  the  eftabltja- 
mettt  of  the  Protejtant  reformation, 
whieb  was  a  great  Jfach  to  popery,  betvftn 
the  year  1530  and  1650,  to*  11.  The 
fixth  an  the  great  river  Euphrates,  fipuh 
ft  its g feme  terrible  irv.fion  of  the  p*pe  s 
/omsdon,from  its  caft erst  borders,  wbkb 
firms,  in  order  of  time,  to  be  yet  to  come, 

ii,  — itf-.  And  the  /event  b  an  the  dt* 
the  feat  of  Satan's  pc~*£r\  which  /hall 
yfiftc  in  the  total  1 left  taction  op  ail  ant*-* 
chrifi  but  enemies,  17,-21,  p,  Ji0* 

Ch  k  p,  VII.- 

Oat  of  the  feven  angels,  whith  had  the  fevtK 
\ioU,  . explains  the  meaning  of  the  femur 
vifyn  of  the  auFchrifiiati  beaft  that  wes 
to  reign  1360  years,  and  then  to  be  deft* 01- 
id,  iiSUm  he  defer  ibes  under  the  figure  of  a 
great  whore  fitting  on  many  waters,  and  on 
%  fear  let  b*<tfiy  uttrcdw  parpk  and  fenr* 
fit  end  other  deetbsgs,  -  and  bearing  tbs 

nans* 
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ma*r  *f  *rtyf!<rj,  Sdjhn  tht  Great,  the 
**mth tr  of  harlots  and  ibonmjaiious  9/  the 
tjrib.  tr  6-  Interprets  tfa  ntyficry  of  tbr 

mwtjM,  **U  the  faffi  that  Ltd  ft  vest  beads 
atiJ  tea  horns,  and  of  the  tn any  bitten  on 
Xfhhb  /he  fit,  who  h  overtime  by  the 
Lamb,  and  brought  to  condign  pusufiment 
by  infons  of  tfa  ten  kings  tk*t  bad  fuppon- 
id  her,  7,— *lB*  ^  p.  j3i. 

Chip,  MIL 

Atnibcr  angel  from  heaven  proclaims  the 
foil  of  mjpieat  Babylon,  i, — j,  ArJ  ano¬ 
ther  vdtee  from  kerven  tdnanefirs  the 
people  of  Gdd to  came  oat  of  her*  hf.  par¬ 
taking  of  her  fins,  they  partake  a  I/O  Of  her 
plague*  4,— 8*  lUprcfetdi  the  lament  a- 
thn  of  k frigs,  merchants  and  mariners  0- 
ver  far,  9,-^1 9.  And  tolls  upon  the 
church  to  rejoice  in  God's  tiki ng  right?  ■ 
ow  vengeance  upon  far*  -who  had  fiat n  the 
Jstnts  ;  and  vsfafe  utter  and  irrecoverable 
Shi#  is  Justified  by  the  emblem  of  a  mti* 
forte  thrown  mth  violence  by  a  mighty  art- 
get  into  the  feat  j.  3*9*  340, 

c  k  a  p.  xix. 

fhe  thrth  both  in  beaten  and  On  forth  trt- 
Umph,  and pr*\ft  the  hard  far  hit  right?- 
lw  judgments  upon  tire  great  whore  of  8n- 
hbn,  and  for  the  honour  of  their  <r&n 
efpeufai  to  Gbrijh  ?*— B.  .  An  angel  pro- 
tiQMiitcs  sfam  bieffed,  andrefuf  stkewr* 
fiipwbhh  John  offered  him,  9,  10-  Then 
follows  another  vifion  of  CV>j9h  as  gp- 
tn J  forth  prt  a  incite  faff?  at  the  brad  of 
his  *rm?)  which  it  fllft  mo  tented  on  1 obi  to 
h 'rfcs,  to  make  war  again  ft  the  bead  n/rd 
fas  armies,  which  are  utterly  and  wife  to* 
biy  difwycd,  ilj— -H*  P*  349* 

CflAr.  XX* 

An  augtl dfcc^s  from  heaven,  vtfa  lind*  on i 
fiats  ap  Satan  in  the  botlomlefs  pst  for 
JOOO  jejr^  in  the  fourth  period,  during 
which  the  church  reigns  with  Qhrsft  in  a 
glorious  fate  on  eartbr  r> — 6*  S  tin  is 
kofid  again  for  a  little  while  U  deceive 
the  nations  Onfe  more,  in  the  fifth  periof 
end,  gitbtritJg  oil  tis  Jvrr.es  together* 
tiiStJ  bis  U8  pfort  ogchtfi  dhrifi  and  hit 
church,  v/btth  ijft4;s~ in  their  own  finest 
$ttd  ir re triexebh  0  verthrow,  o&t  in  tfa  e- 
tero.l  tor  want  of  the  devil,  together  with 
the  beafi  end  the  ft  ft  prophet*  7* — to- 
Hempen  thr  grrjcr  .il  jultm eat  of  tht  great 
day  it  defers  fad*  in  which  <tH  the  dead  art 
gathered  before  Christ  on  b  S  throat*  S*t  the 
yiiibpecioJj  the  bpokf  art  opened t  a&J  they 


Si 

ore  judged ;  find  all,  that  are  net  found 
written  fn  the  bed  tf  life  are  cafi  into  the 
i  ke  of  fire  and  hrlwfione  to  fa  tormented 
firmer,  IT,— lg.  p.  J5S,  3Jf. 

c  h  a  t  .  xxr. 

In  conrtf*tnce  of  tht  final  judgment*  the  Me f- 
ftd  fiatstyf  1  fa  cfarch~trm.tnp hstnt  is  repre¬ 
sented  in  general*  tender  the  figures  of  a  arm 
kccytti  and  new  earthy  and  of  tbenna  Jt - 
ruhtem,  in  the  feve^th  period*  where  God 
dwells^  bam  fin  all  f err  aw  from  his  profit* 
and  metes  tfa*n  completely  happy,  in  otgo* 

fitiat  h  tfa  dofcfttl  fiat?  of  At  wicked t  it 
—3.  jfttii  it  mart  parties*  drip  deferifad  v> 
its  he. evenly  original  Is* fire  and  glry,  ft- 
(Bre  dtf  nCt  and  bright  wnutmttrts*  under 
tfa  figiua  of  precious  fionei,  high  m/A, 
13  xoteS)  guarded  by  %2ongtU>  attd  *1 
f mult  ho  *  infer/ fad  with  tfa  names  of  11 
apojUeS)  fa  in  faautifai  ftwt- 

iu*Cj  under  tbt  figure  of  on  exceeding 
hr%e  City  ftor  fqu*rt,  ossi  cortfiftirtf  of  tfa r 
nefafi  and  fiwfi  materials,  2h  In 

iti  coafummote  felicity 9  as  irraddiattd  with 
tfa  ttmttedsaic  defence  of  God  and  the  Lamb* 
eAC.ofivc  of  Al  the  comforts  of  that  world* 
<w*  *  *rt  figured  out  by  the  light  of  the  fstn 
nut  moon,  22,  2j,  And  in  the  jrtfctccjt 
of  vofi  tttultuadcs,  tf  all  potions  and  de* 
grecs  through  the  epett  g4es  cf  this  tity% 
ifi*  gi** 7  *1  Tehich  will  fw*ikw  ap  all  east  fa 
ly  famvrs,  c ftd  the  iabifalanu  of  which 
™  *•&  24,-17  *  p*  1«* 

t  Cun.  XXII* 

7  he  dtfcripi&n  of  tfa  heavenly  fate  is  carried 
on  undtr  the  figures  of  tfa  water  end  tree 
*f  **n  I  tf/  tfa  the  throne  of  God  nod 
tfa  lamb,  t  And,  for  a  of 

tfa  wfaie,  tfa  sn/th  and  certain  cccomplsjfa 
mens  of  all  tfafe  prophetic  vi ficus  are  con¬ 
firmed*  by  wuy  tf  diAogue  he tvteem t  fa  con- 
d  -Htug  tinget,  Ghrifi  hte/rfctf  and  the  ap?- 
file  Johaw  who  vi<*s  forbidden  to  worjh  p 
tfa  imgd,  am>\  ordered  not  to  fcal  the  pro- 
promts  of  tins  fa'k*  which  were  foots  to  fa- 
gts  tv  Of  fufiUi  t  i  t  th  t  t  order,  arid  fire  Jo 

fcrfd  tii  «■.;  fa  added  tOy  Or  rfjj  nisi  i ft  id 

upon  pirn  of  ochfim  f*0-n  alt  tfa  biffin ? J 
promtfti  \r,  tfan,  whihfiAlht  tent  ter cd 
ttt  the  right  tins  t  utf  i  d,  uted  to  the  wicked, 
whey  (fir if  f  fialt  come  {nf  be,  fatd  fa  quiefa 
iy  Ttf^r/rfJ  with  a  reward  to  eyery  one*  of* 
COrti  tig  w  fas  Tiforh,  6,—ri  6-  To  wfaxh 
the  Jpiri/ZnJ  the  bride  fay*  Coens;  am  t 
John  ad  h  his  mcc,  and  clefts  all  with  tfa 
if  seal  p*  3  So, 


A  PRACTICAL 


EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

General  Epiftle  of  the  Apoftle  James. 

In  the  form  of  a  Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  to  the  General  Epiftle  of  James. 

THIS  eptftle  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  have  been  wrote  by  that 
apoftle  James,  who  was  the  fon  of  ,i!f>hcui,  and  ftilcd  James 
the  left ,  and  the  brother  of  our  Lord .  (See  the  notes  on  Mat. 
x.  3-  and  t  Ccr.  xv.  7.)  And  it  1$  called  3- general  epiftle,  probably, 
because  it  was  wrore,  not  to  any  particular  perfon,  or  church,  but  to 
prdfeffmg  ChrijV.ans  at  large,  though  not  occi alive  of  the  unbelievers, 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifraei,  wheidbevor  they  were  difpersM  through 
feveral  countries,  as  appears  from  chap.  v.  1—6,  ami  fome  other 
places-,  Ai’d  therefore  the  infeription  is  nor  to  Cnritlians  under  any 
diftingcHhing  chara&cr  of  them  ;  but  only  to  the  twelve  tribes  in 
“  ;  nor  is  the  Ja/utaiion  In  the  ufua!  ftrain  of  grace  arul  peace, 

or  the  like,  but  only  of  greeting ;  nor  is  any  beneditlion  added  at  the 
dole. 

The  divine  authority  of  this  epiftle  is  fufticiently  eftabliftied  in  Dr 
Whitby’s  preface  to  it.  The  time  of  its  being  wrote  is  thought  to  have 
heert  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  60,  when  the  deflruclion  of  Jerufa- 
hent  was  approaching,  in  the  year  72;  and  its  chief  drftgr.  was  to  re- 
monftrate  ag:>inftrhc  corruption  of  manners,  which  had  fpread  among 
that  people;  many  of  which  feemed  to  be  greatly  addidied  to  pride, 
contention,  and  worldly- mindednefs,  ar»d  had  perverted  the  gofpel> 
doetrine  oi  jujlif cation  alone  by  faith  in  Chrijl ,  which  fome  of  them 
had  turned  into  Iicentioufneis  in  practice,  if  not  alfo  in  principle,  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  its  holy  nature  and  defign,  and  utterly  inconfiftent 
with  a  faving  intereit  in  its  biefiings,  as  alfo  to  remind  them  of  ths 
dcfolation  that  was  ccming  upon  them,  and  to  comfort  the  faithful 
among  them  under  all  the  fufferings  which  they  at  prefent  did,  or 
in  a  little  time  might,  undergo  from  Jewi/b  infidels  for  the  fake  of 
thrift,  but  which  would  foon  have  an  end- 

The  Apoftle,  after  the  infcrjption  and  fal elation,  encourages  true 
believers  to  bear  their  trials  with  chearfutneis  and  patience ;  to  main- 
Vol,  VI.  t  A  tain 


% 
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tain  good  thoughts  of  Cod,  and  charge  themfelves  with  all  finful  ef- 
fe£h  of  their  temptations ;  to  keep  a  watch  over  their  turbulent  paf* 
lions ;  and  to  receive  the  word  of  God  with  raeeknefs,  and  put  it 
into  pra&ice,  chap.  l.  Cautions  them  againft  fhewir.g  a  partial  and 
undue  refpe€t‘  to  the  richi  and  treating  the  poor  with  contempt  and 
negle&  under  feigned  exprelfions  of  pity  towards  them  ■,  takes  occa* 
lion  from  thence  to  illuftmte  that  part  of  his  defigti,  which  related  to 
the  infignificancy  of  all  profeflions  of  faith  in  Chrift  for  juftificition , 
without  fome  proof  of  its  Gncerity  by  fruitfulnefs  in  good  works,  which 
he  confirms  oy  the  evidences  that  Abraham  and  Rabah  gave  of  the 
truth  and  prevalent  power  of  their  faith  in'  a&s  of  holy  obedience, 
chap.  ii.  Proceeds  to  guard  them  againft  reviling,  cenforious-  and 
imperious  language  *,  flic  wing  what  mifehief  is  done  by  an  unruly 
tongue,  and  how  inconfiftent  an  indulgence  of  it  is  with  the  Cbriflian 
temper  and  profeflioit,  and  with  heavenly  wifdom,  chap.  iii.  Re¬ 
proves  them  for  their  litigious,  proud,  worldly  and  euvious  fpirit, 
which  marred  and  defeated  their  prayers,  and  was  contrary  to  God 
and  J)is  law ;  and  for  their  difregard  to  Providence,  in  pmfuing  their. 
f«ular  .affairs,  cAfl/i-  iv.  Denounces  the  judgements  of  God  againft 
tbofe  of  the  nnbelieving  Jeius-,  as  foon  to  come  upon  them,  who 
heaped  up  riches  to  themfelves  by  unrighteous  gains.  And  then, 
taming  again  . to  the  Cbriflian  converts,  he  exhorts  them  to  wait 
with  patience  lor  deliverance  from  the  worft  of  their  enemies,  who 
ihould  fairby  approaching  calamities,  and  for  the  better  blelBngs  of 
tlje  wbrld  to  c5rae*  without  envying  thole,  that  were  in  more  affluent 
cireumftances  of  this  life,  than  themfelves ;  and  efpecially  to  avoid 
rafh  and  commonfwearing;  to  behave  with  a  fuitahle  Chrtftian  Spirit 
in  profperity  and  adverfity ;  to  acknowledge  their  faults  to,  and  offer 
fucb  prayfers  for,  one  another,  as  God  will  hear,  and  anfwer }  and  to 
do  what  in  them  lay,  for  the  converfion  of  ibofc  that  had  lived  in 
erroneous  and  finful  courfes,  contrary  to  the  truth  and  hoUnefs  of  the 
gofpel,  chap.  r. 


CHAP* 


a.  i. 
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CHAP.  I. 

The  Apofite  prefaces  his  epifile  with  a  general  falutaiioH  of  fA?  Jew* 
in  their  difperfton ,  i  <  Addrejfes  himfilf  JirJl  of  aflt  to  the  Cbrh- 
Jlifin  converts  among  them%  directing  them  how  to  make  a  due  im« 
provement  of  their  troubles >  how  to  apply  to  God  under  theta  ^  and 
how  to  behave  in  prcfperous  and  adverfe  circumji ances^  2 — 12* 
Warns  them,  not  to  impute  to  God  any  temptations  to  Jin  j  hut  tp 
look  upon  all  evil  as  proceeding  from  themfelves%  and  all  good  from 
6W,  13 — 18.  Infers  the  duties  of  watching  againfl  a  rajh  and 
furious  temper^  and  of  receiving  the  word  of  God  with  meeknefs * 
and  living  according  to  it?  19 — 15  And  /hews  the  difference  be * 
tween  vain  pretences 7  and  real  religion^  261  27. 


Text. 


F 


iRA  PHRASE. 


JAmej  a 

fervant  of 
God,  AXtd  of 
the  Lord  Jcfiis 
ChriJt,  to  (He 
twelve  tribe* 
which  arc  fcat- 
cered  abroad, 
«nret  in# 


2  My  bre- 

tlireiij  cornu  it 

K-l  jnv  when  yc 
f\i \  into  divers 
Temptation*  ; 


/i.  TAMES,  who  33,  and  counts  it  a  high  honour 
1  to  far  a  mumh'iiig  lervant  of  the  God  of  Ifrael% 
and  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  God,  and 
the  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  *  fends  thiA 
epiftle  by  divine  authority,  to  ail  and  every  one  of  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael{  Acts  xxvi,  7,)  efpecially  the  pro- 
feiTors  of  Chriiliainty  among  them,  into  whofe  funds 
it  may  come,  in  what  nation  foever  they  be  difperfed, 
whether  by  former  captivities,  or.  by  later  fev critics  ; 
and  he  heartily  wifhes  them  ali  manner  of  blcding?* 
relating  to  this  world,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

2*  Astothofcof  you,  my  dear  brethren,  who  are  fo,  not 
ojdy  after  the  fldh,  but  in  a  fpiruual  relation,  and  who, 
for  your  proftfuon  of  faith  in  Chrill,  fuffer  many  trou-*' 
bles  of  various  kinds,  which  you  do  not  make  to  your- 
felves  by  your  own  guilt  and  folly,  but  are  caft  into  ■ 
by  the  unrighteous  violence  of  wicked  men,  under  the 
infinitely  wife  permiflion  and  fovereign  difpofats  of  the 
ho?y  God,  who  graciimfly  orders  and  over-rules  them 
by  his  Providence,  and  fan£U/ics  them  by  bis  Spirit,  for 
the  trial  and  improvement  of  your  faith,  (tvr,  3.  and 
i-  Pet  i.  7  )  Be  not  ye  difeou raged  at  them  ;  but  ra* 
tber  efteem  it  your  honour,  and  matter  of  the  greateft 
fpi ritual  rejoicing,  that  ye  are  counted  worthy  to  ftffcr  : 
ftsame^  and  other  hardfhtps  for  his  name\  ( A&s  v.  31.) 
and  fo  to  bear  a  noble  telUmony  to  him,  for  his  Glory, 
and  the  advantage  of  your  own,  as  well  as  others  fouls. 

A  2  3.  At 


NOTH. 

*  A  Servant  vf  Ge<f,  dtt-{  of  the  Lord  Got  tvnt  fifths  Lor*  J^fns  Chrrfi-,  a* 
Tfns  Gbrffl  {  ©**  £  Jur*  X*i<-h  tio  article  follows  {£)j?/rtin  the  WV^t. 

Iras')  may  be  tntttil&ccd  a  Jtrvxnt  of  (See  the  note  on  77  *\  n.  13.) 


7 ‘iff  Epiftie  of  James  paraphrafei. 


Cb.  u 


3  Knowi  ng 
this*  tli  at  the 
trying  of  your 
faith  wotkecii 
patience* 


4  But  let  pa* 
tience  have 
htr  perfect 
Vdrtf  thstt  yc 


3*  As  being  lully  perfuaded  In  your  own  minds, 
upon  the  foot  of  divine  revelation*  and  having  an  ex¬ 
perience  iu  yourfelvea,  that  they  are  defigned  of  God  for 
the  trying)  proving*  an  d  rendering  approved,  •  the  truth 
amt  efficacy  of  your  faith  in  Chrift,  and  conftan'cjr  in 
the  [uofcflion  of  it,  as  what  will  ftand  t:ie  ted*  and  that 
every  fnch  trial  of  your  faith  has  a  powerful  influence, 
through  the  concurring  operation  of  the  fpirit,  (i  PtU 
iv<  14)  to  produce  and  improve  a  calm  fubmiflioii,  and 
perfevering  rfcfignarion  to  the  fovereign  will,  and  holy 
Providence  of  God  in  the  moft  afflitUve  difpenfations, 
which  in  a  fpecial  manner  miriifter  occaGons,  and  call 
for,  and  inure  the  foul  unto  the  exercife  of  patience, 
without  murmuring  at  his  hand  in  them,  or  being  en¬ 
raged  againit  the  instruments  of  them. 

4.  Bur,  as  ever  yc  would  reap  this  happy  fruit  of  your 
trials,  let  patience  cuke  its  own  proper  comic,  without 
check  or  di Hurt »a nee  from  your  fin ful  pafiions  ;  and  give 

rn&ylrt  -pcTictV  full  fcope  ro  its  genuine  eierctfes,  as  confiftnig  of  a 
uudintiretwaa-  tncek‘ and  humble,  compofed,  religned,  and  cheerful 
tmg  not  mg.  frame  of  (pint ;  and  that  not  only  in  the  firft  onfets  of 
one  and  another  trouble,  but  witn  perfeverancc,  under 
every  variety  and  continuance  of  them,  all  your  days: 
to  the  end  that  (,ra)  yc  may  be  complete  Chriftbns, 
(fee  the  note  on  t  Cor,  ii,  tt.).  and  arrive  at  the  greateft 
eminence  in  this  together  with  every  other  grace;  and 
and  fa  may  not  be  deficient  in  any  thing  that  belongs 
the  ChrifUan  Rate  and  charaftcr,  or  that  is  neccflaryto 
yoar  holding  on,  and  holding  out  to  the  end,  and  fi- 
nifhing  your  coiirfe  with  joy,  which  fhall  iflue  in  a  per¬ 
fect  freedom  from  all  Gn  and  farrow, and  in  the  com* 
plete  hoiinefs  and  happiners  of  the  heavenly  ftatc* 

5,  In  order  to  the  attaining  of  this,  if  any  of  you,  a- 
midft  all  jour  ftraits  and  difficulties,  (umm)  isdcfiitute 
of  fpirituai  wifdom,  (as  the  beft  of  us  all,  more  or  lefs, 
certainly  arc)  to  direct  him  in  every  cafe,  and  particu¬ 
larly  how  to  judge  of  hts  afflictions,  how  to  behave  in  a 
becoming  manner  under  them,  and  how  to  make  a  fuit- 
abie  ufe  and  improvement  of  them,  as  may  he  moft  for 
the  divine  glory,  and  his  own  foul's  advantage ;  let 
fuch  an  one, under  a  humbling  fenfe  of  fata  own  weatnefs 
and  folly,  and  of  the  infufficitncy  of  any  creature  what- 

foever, 

note. 

The  Word  (^m,)  here  rendered  and  patience  (J\>k 

the  trynrg  of  your  faith,  fignffics  th*t 

If  which  our  faith  i*  tr^cd,  Su<|  proved 
hnto  ipprobatiouj  as*  pit  re  and  genuine, 
in  alluftun  to  the  trying  of  by 

*  13  a  ^  **l'ei’ene  wc>vd  from  that 

which  i,  tiled  in  Jlpw.  v,  4,  where  the 
ap;ilU  fays,  tribulation  work*  patience 


S  If  any  of 
yon  luck  wifchim, 
let  him  3ik  of 
G  utl,  t  h .aig  i  v  t  \  h 
all  ti/c ft  Ji* 
berally  and  «p- 
braideth  not ; 
ami  it  fball  be 
given  him. 


which  figr.ifics  the  E/Vitf  of  the  trying  ; 
aurl  ft>  that,  which  tries  our  faith, 
works  patience  in  its  Fruits  and  effects  ; 
snd  the  patience  that  is  tried  and  pro¬ 
ved,  works  the  liappirft  experience  ) 

fee  the  paraphrase  u«  itarr.  v*  4 *  ) 


Ch.i. 


6  But  Tec  him 
affctn  tairh,uo- 
t  Ui  og  ir  a  vert  a  g_ 
For  he  that  va- 
vertth  h  like  a 
war*  of  the  Tt%, 
driven  with  the 
wind,  and  tef- 
fcd. 


7  For  let  lint 
that  man  think 
ihathcfhall  re¬ 
ceive  any  thing 
oi'tht  Lord* 


fJ  A  double 
minded  man  U 
uflitabte  in  all 
hU  wayv- 


The  Epijih .  cf  M  e  s  paraphra/ed.  f 

foever  to  condoft  him  in  a  right  way,  apply  with  ear. 
neft  application  and  prayer,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
the  God  of  all  light  and  grace, for  the  leadings  and  gnid- 
ance  of  his  word,  providence  and  fpirit,  whois.S'isdjcr 
to.  give,  than  we  are  to  a  Ik,  needful  bleffings  of  him  r 
who  bountifuly  diftributes  them  with  a  free  and  open 
heart  and  hand  to  all  forts  of  men,  and  particularly  to 
all  that  fincerely  and  in  a  right  manner  aflt  them  of 
him ;  and  who  is  fo  rich  in  mercy,  and  of  fo  great  kind- 
nefs  as  not  to  reproach  humble  fupplicants,  or  twit  them 
with  their  ignorance,  Folly  and  un  wort  hi  nefs,  or  with 
the  many  favours  which  he  has  already  bellowed  upon 
them,  and  they  have  milimproved;  nor  will  he  difdaid 
to  hear  and  anfwer  their  petitions,  how  often  foever 
they  folicit  him  for  ftill  farther  fupplies ;  and  he  wilt 
gracioufly  afford  all  feafonahle  counfel  and  a® fiance, 
that  are  needful  for  fuch  a  praying  Chriflian,  (fee  - 
Prov.  HI.  5,6. 

6.  But  it  is  not  his  merely  pouring  out  words,  or  ot¬ 
tering  a  prayer  before  the  Lord,  that  will  meet  with  this 
gracious  anfwer,  no,  if  he  would  Aicceed  in  his  fiiit,  it  is 
to  be  prtfented  with  a  firm  dependence  on  Chrift,  and 
on  the  wifdom,  power,  faithful nefs,  and  good  nefs  of 
God  in  him  for  a  performance  of  his  promifes,  without 
any  daggering  at  them  through  unbelief :  (Rem,  iv. 
20.)  For  he  that  gives  way  to  diftrufts,  quefttomngs 
and  finfut  jealouGc£,  whether  God  can,  or  will  perform 
his  gracious  promifes,  is  as  unftcady  and  reltiefs  in 
principles  and  pra&ice,  as  a  wave  of  the  fea,  which 
ibmetimes  fwclls  upwards,  and  then  finks  downwards, 
and  is  driven  one  way  and  another,  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards,  in  a  tumultous  manner  by  a  flormy  wind. 

7*^Lct  not  therefore  any  man  of  fuch  a  diffident  and 
fluctuating  fpirit,  which  dishonours,  initead  of  giving 
glory  to  God,  {latter  himfcJf  as  though  hisunftahle  and 
unbelieving  prayer  (hall  be  anfwcred,  or  that  he  (halt 
receive  the  wifdom,  or  any  good  thing,  which  he  aiks 
of  the  Lord,  in  accompiifhment  of  promifes  that  belong 
only  to  true  belie  versa. 

6.  A  man  of  a  double  heart,  (Ff.  xii.  2.)  that  is  di¬ 
vided  between  hope  and  dcfpordency,  or  between  God 
and  corrupt  afFe&tons  to  the  world,  inclining  now  one 
way,  and  then  another,  like  thofe  that  halted  between 
two  opinions  about  God  and  Baal',  (1  Kings  xviii.  21.} 
or  he,  who -would  fain  fervt  both  God  and  Mammon, 
M&ttb.  vi,  24.}  is  unfettled  in  religion,  and  continual¬ 
ly  hefitating,  fickle  and'  perplexed  in  all  his  thoughts, 
A  3  words 
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words  and  aOions  about  it  \  and  fo  brings  nothing  to 
pafc,  nor  can  cxpe£t  tofpeed  in  his  prayer 
9  Let  the  bn*-  jj^But,  to  return  to  what  has  betu  faid  about  rejoicing 
thcroflow  de-  jn  trjajs#  /wr,  ^  Any  brother  in  Chrift  that  has  a 

that  b* itexalt-  fixed  faith  in  him,  and  in  the  power  and  grace  of  God 
cd ;  through  him,  may  warrantabiy  plead  and  iafely  rely  on 

every  prcmlfe  of  his  covenant.  Upon  this  confider* 
ation,  let  him  that  is  poor  in  outward  circumftances, 
and  opprefled  by  pcrfecutions,  and  is  of  a  lowly  fpirit, 
fuitabie  to  fuch  an  affirmed  condition,  glory  in 

the  thought,  that  he  is  highly  advanced  to  all  the  tpi- 
rirual  riches  of  faith,  as  an  heir  of  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven,  (chap*  ii*  y.)  and  to  the  honour  of  thofe  be¬ 
lievers,  to  whom  it  is  given  on  the  behalf  of  Chrift  /* 
fujfer  for  his  fak*t  &nd  upon  whom  the  fpirit  of  glory 
and  of  God  rtfteth*k  {Phil*  i,  2y,  and  i.  Pet,  i\\  14*) 

10  But  the  10,  And,  on  the  other  hand,  as  to  any  Chriftian- 
rich  10  that  lie  brother,  who,amidft  all  his  affluence,  is  brought  to  have 

low  thoughts  of  himfelf,  and  of  all  his  earthly  tnjoy- 
prof  the  graft  meats,  as  mean,  precarious  and  perithing,  and  to  be 
he  fhali  paft  a-  billing  to  give  them  all  up  for  Chrifl ;  or  who,  haring 
*W*  had  abundance  of  the  pofleflions  of  this  life,  is  now  re¬ 

duced  to  poverty  for  the  fake  of  his  holy  profeffion,  and 
is  of  an  humble  fpirit,  let  him  rejoice  in  the  happy  ex* 
change  of  temporal  -wealth  and  profperity  for  the  in¬ 
comparably  better  and  everlafting  riches  of  grace  and 
glory  ;  bccaufc,  fuppofing  that  he  were  not  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  his  worldly  enjoyments  while  he  lives,  he 
mutt  foon  die  away  from  them  ;  and  then  all  his  llou- 
rifhing  ftate  in  them  will  perifh  with  him,  like  the  fad- 
.  ing  flower  of  the  field.  (Jfa-  xl.  6.  7.) 

11  Forth*  fun  it.  For  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament  no  former  rites 

»  Hf.  in  the  full  ttrength  of  its  fcorching  heat,  like  that 

injrheat,3 i")  It  wkich  beat  UP°°  head  of  Jemih,  and  was  attended 
wfthertth  the  with  a  vehement  Eajl  wind,  (  Jon.  iv.  8. )  but  it  im- 
(p-ali,  and  the  mediately  caules  the  flourilhing:  grate,  or  verdant  Item 
ft"?  "Th  1°  ’wither ;  ajnl  its  beautiful  flower  fickcns,  droops; 
grace afthafa-  a,nd  J*es  5  an<J  ali  the  glory  of  its  lively,  gay,  and  flo* 
Jhion  of  it  fie-  rid  appearance  is  d^ttioyed  :  So  the  man  of  wealth  and 
«*#}  f®  »W»  grandeur,  that  has  no  better  portion  than  the  fplendid 
man  fade  away  an?I  PIeaf*.nfr  enjoyment?  of  this  prefsnt  life,  fhali  pine 
in  his  way*.  sway  in  his  iniquity,  and  be  cut  off,  by  one  or  another 

JhQvitjcnce,  in.the  rniilft  of  all  his  febemes  and  defigns 
for  this  world,  and  of  all  his  profperity  and  honour. 

J3  BUPid  if  '  12.  Jlappy,  inetprelTibiy  happy,  i?  the  man  who  is 

epd»K*l>'  temp-  ca^eA  has  wifdom  and  grace  to  enable  him,  in  a 
**dpn- for  when  Chriftinn  manner,  to  bear  the  greateft  tribulation, 
h  Uc  even  to  the  lofsof  all  things  here  for  Chrift;  For  wheii 

h* 
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Bull receive tfc*  he  has  palled  through  tbe  trial,  and  is  ap- 

crofrQ  IW* **  proved  -  of'  God,  as  having  endured  it  with  Faith  and 
hath  projnJftd  Pat>ctlcc»  humble  fubmitfion  and  holy  fortitude,  and 
to  ib cm  that  flood  the  proof,  be  fliall  come  off  a  conqueror ;  and,  in 
Iwcbiiw  opposition  to  the  garland  of  fading  herbs  and  flowers, 
which  viflors  were  crowned  with  in  the  Grecian 
games,  fliall  receive  the  immortal  and  incorruptible 
crown  of  atl  heavenly  life,  ble/Tednefs  and  glory ;  which 
the  Lord  Jefus,  the  great  Judge  of  all,  and  God  the 
Father  on  his  account,  has  freely  promifed,  and  will 
certainly  give  at  the  laft  day,  to  all  thole,  who,  from 
a  principle  of  faith  io  Chrin,  fupremely  defire,  efteem, 
and  delight  in  him,  and  look  and  long  for  his  appear¬ 
ing  in  all  his  glory  to  their  complete  falvation,  (Heb. 
ix.  28.)  They  therefore  mav  well  rejoice  in  all  Tri¬ 
bulations  for  his  fake. 

13  Let  no  nun  13,  If  then  any  profeflor  of  his  name,  inflead  ofim- 

tein^wd*  I'lm  Prov*n§  *n  grace  and  holinefs,  fhould  fall  into  impa- 
tempwd’ofGoJ,  tient  murmurings,  diftruft  of  God,  and  apoftacy,  or 
for  God  r*n-  any  other  fin,  by  means  of  the  afflictions  that  hefel  him, 
w't|i>ev^n,,ncil  an<^  :tre  f“*ted,  defigned,  and  (defied,  for  the  good  of 
tber  tewptoth  *»  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them,  let  him  not  dare  to' 
U  soy  man.  think,  or  fay,  that  when  he  is  thus  tried,  and  it  be¬ 
comes  an  occafion  of  fin  to  him,.  God,  wbofc  provi¬ 
dence  ordered  thofe  trials,  drew  him  into  fin  by  them. 
It  is  Ihocking  impiety  to  bring  any  fuch  charge  againft 
him  :  For  God  is  fo  infinitely  pure  and  holy  in  his  na¬ 
ture  end  will,  defigns  and  operations,  that  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  impoffible  for  him  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  any! 
occurrence  from  without,  or  any  motion  within  him  - 
felf,  to  do  the  leaf!  iniquity;  nor  can  he,. confident 
with  his  own  abfolute  perfection,  entice  or  perfuade,  - 
much  lefs  inwardly  influence,  and  much  lels  ftill  ever  % 
neceflitate,  any  one  to  commit  the  lead  moral  evil,* 
which  he  utterly  abhors,  {ffabak.  i.  13.) 
it  But  every  14,  But  the  true  and  proper  caufe  of,  any  man’s  be- 
•h8*  i*  t«,nPp-  jug  induced  hy  outward  aiBi&ioos  to  revolt  from  God, 
drawn  away  of  or  sgaind  him,  lies  not  in  thofe  difpenfationa 

j,i,  w,  iuft,  of  providence,  but  in  himfelf.  Whenever  they  have 

tad  enticed.  fuch  a  malignant  effeGt  upon  him,  it  is  owing  to 
his  own  corrupt  heart  and  wicked  inclinations,  which 

A  4  via- 
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•  The  ew/here  f^iken  ofis  tindoubh  as  he  even  this  fart  of  evil*  on- 

edU  moral  rv/7,  nr  fhr  evil  of  it  ly  an  account  of  Cm',  which  hat  defer- 

u  (fctermioattly  explained  in  the  two  veH  it;  we  in  the  moral  view  may  her 
next  verfes.  IJut  the  erij  ttf  affl/dlhn  fahl  to  he  the  ciufe  of  ir,  rather  than 
«r  fnnijotnent  h  quite  a  different  thing,  Gud  who  delight*  in  mercjt  find  counts 
with  refpecfc  to  whkh  God  fays,  1  Make  menu  Irs  f  range  work;  and  faidpf 

feat?  aiid  ertate  tv  l ;  urn!  fi*tll  there  he  JT/Vefft-that  they  had  fallen  by  tbfir 
evtl  in  the  city*  and  the  Lord  bai  riot  lone  n/jfiitj,  and  dejirojtd  tbamfeivet* 
it  iihv  xlv,  Ajbo*.  iiL  6, )  aad  yet 
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tj  Then  when. 

Jnft  hath  ton* 
ceiveit,  it  bring- 
cth  forth  tin  t 
and  liiif  wkn 
it  3s  finished, 
brininth  lWtli 

dwh- 


t6  Do  not  err 
my  bcluvtil  bre¬ 
thren* 


.  T7Evcryg0fHl 
und  every 

perfect  gift,  U 

from  above,  and 
conieth  down 
*rom  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  U"hU, 
with  whom  h 
no  \  a  Viable  iivfgj 
neither  JUadoiy 
pi'  turning: 


violently  drag  him  off  }  from  the  way  of  truth 

and  hoi  in  els,  and  from  a  profeffion  of  Chritt’s  name, 
and  which  (ftMafruj***}  beguile  and  delude  him  into  fin 
and  upoltacy,  under  fomc  fpecious  deceitful  appearances 
of  carnal  er:fc  and  pleaftire,  or  worldly  ndvantAge  that 
he  purpofes  to  himfejf  by  it,  as  a  fifli  is  caught  and 
drawn  out  of  the  water  by  the  hook,  that  is  covered 
with  a  tempting  bait* 

151?  It  is  then,  and  then  only,  when  the  evil  pro- 
pejifion  in  the  ih oughts  of  a  man's  own  heart,  which 
is  itfclf  So  in  anhrtoy  {Prov.  xxiv.  9.)  has  gained  the 
approbation  and  free  confent  of  the  will,  that  if  -pro¬ 
duces  attual  fin,  as  the  genuine  fruit  of  its  own  de¬ 
praved  inclination  ;  and  actual  fin,  when  it  is  com* 
pitted*  allowed  of,  pa  lifted  in,  amt  indulged  with  ini* 
penitence  and  unbelief,  not  only  renders  him  obnoxious 
to,  but  will  certainty  ifiW  in  everl^fting  rnifery,  as  its 
proper  fruit  and  wages,  {Rom.  v,  at*  23.  See  the  note 
there}  which  is  the  fecond  death  j  and  fo  bis  deft  ruction 
is,  and  will  be  of  himfelfiS  ' 

16.  Take  heed  then,  my  dear  brethren, 
left  any  of  you  run  a  ft  ray  from  the  truth  of  the  golpcl, 
and  wander  into  fuch  abominably  erroneous,  fclafphe- 
mous  and  injurious  conceptions  of  the  holy  and  bit  fled 
God,  or  of  his  ways,  as  to  imagine  that  he  is  or  can  be 
the  author  of  fin,  or  doth  any  thing  to  encourage  or 
promote  it. 

J7.  On  th£  contrary,  he  is  foinfimlely  far  from  this, 
that  every  good  thing  we  enjoy,, relating  to  this  world 
and  that  which  is  to' come  \  every  bounty  of  providence, 
and  intellectual  endowment,  and  every  gift  of  a  fpirit- 
ual  and  holy  (rind,  which  has  no  mixture  of  fin  in  tf| 
but  tends  to  the  perfecting  of  our  nature  and  happi* 
Tiels;  all,  and  nothing  but,  good  in  the  natural,  moral 
and  fpiritua!  world,  is  originally  and  tfiicfjvtJy  from 
Cod,  mhtfs  tbreiy  is  in  the  heavens  ^  and  whojc  king* 
dem  arias  over  ait  i  {Pft  cm.  1  c>)  and  it  defeends  from  on 
high*  and  is  communicated  to  us  from  him,  who  isfcimr 
fcU  fight)  without  a? ;y  da rknrfs  at  ail ;  (1  Jchn  u  5.}  and 
is  the  fountain,  author  and  giver  of  a:!  ierts  or  right, 
rational  and  religious,  as  well  as  corporal,  of  a!!  the 
light  of  knowledge,,  holiccf*  and  huppineft,  grace  and 
glory  ;  and who  is  unchangeably  the  fame  in  himfeif 
and  in  his  will  and  pm  pofes,  {Mai*  Hi.  6*)  without  the 
lcaft  alterations  or  auy  mixture  of  fhatle,  by  curnirg 
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from  moral  good  to  evil,  in  bis  own  nature,  or  in  any 
of  bis  thoughts  or  dtl'petifations  t  we  may  therefore 
be  fuie  that  uo  unrighteous  evil,  but  all  good  come* 
from.htm. 

i8  0fiu$<nra  18,  We*  who  believe,  have  a  mail  eminent  and  in- 
will  begat  bc«s  (tearing  demonftrstion,  that  the  beft  of  all  bleflings  de- 
that  **vc  ^rom  ^*m>  ^as  K  *6  not  from  any  wifdom,  or  power, 
wr  iiiouid  be  a  worthing  or  merit  in  us,  but  merely  of  his  own  good 
kind  »r  Grit  will,  and  fovercign  pleafore,  according  to  hit  abinufant 
t.  iiiisofuiscrea-  merCy)  that  be  has  regenerated  and  begotten  us  to  a 
lively  hope  of  an  cveriafttrig  inheritance,  (Johni,  13. 

1  Pet.  i.  3.  4.)  by  means  of  the  gofpc),  which  is  his 
true  and  faithful  word,  and  is  rendered  efficacious,  in 
.  the  band  of  the  Spirit,  for  producing  the  new  birth, 
and  all  the  holinefi-  and  bappinefs  that  enfue  upon- it. 
(See  John  xvii.  17.  1  Cor .  iv.  15.  and  1  Pet.  i.  2j.) 
And  he  has  done  this  for  us,  that  we,  like  the  fir  ft 
fruits  under  the  law,  might  be  con  Iterated  to  him  as 
bis  peculiar  property,  and  the  molt  excellent  kind  of 
all  his  creatures  ;  and  as  the  pledge  and  earned  of  his 
gathering  in  a  harveft  of  fouls  to  himfelf,  from  amongft 
Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews,  by  a  new  creation  of  them 
in  Chriji  Jefut  unto  good  works,  ( Epb .  ii<  10.)  in  which 
be  firit  began  with  us,  the  converted  Jews. 

» 9  Wherefore  19.  Therefore,  my  dear  Chriilian  brethren,  let  every 
thren^tteTer"  onc  rou*  f^^lc  to  his  cbara£tcr and obligations,  as 
iBan'beVw'sft'to  a  new  creature,  be  ready  to  hear,  and  attend  to  what 
lirnr.  Haw  to  God  fays  in  bisword,  about  htmfdf,  and  about  the 
fpc-ik,  flow  to  great  and  good  things,  that  he  has  done,  and  promifed 
,  Wivti.  t0  for  h;s  pe0plc ;  fot  not  fuch  an  one  dare  to  lpeak 

reproachfully  of  God,  or  of  his  ways  of  providence  and 
grace;  nor  he  rath  and  ha  fly  in  fettingup  for  a  preach* 
er,  or  in  giving  his  fen  ft;  of  difficult  texts  of  Scripture 
before  he  has  well  coniidered  them  :  and,  as  ever  be 
would  not  (peak  unadvisedly  with  bis  lips,  let  him  keep 
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£jJ?  ,  in  Its  mertii&n  bcigkti  wd  in  the 
*r<  ;?  .  A11J  Mtitbtr  fiar'o-ji  of  turning 
4-hn  r^r?;  KfQrxtoffua^  irtlrS  to  allude 
to  il^ariiarcs  of  the  fun  from  us 
Ik k ween  i he  trejfhht  chat  catt  dil- 
But  there  is  no  variati¬ 
on  Ln  tiie  nature  or  will  of  Godj  vbo  U 
giwiivt  tit*  fame,  am!  tvhofe  difpenfati- 
pfij,  h«v  various  forrer,  arc  ali  ac4$rd- 
/;.f  tc  thz  caitnftl  fff  hh  W/Z  ( 
Kuii*  i*  i  1*  j**nJ  there  is  no  inconfitUu- 
cy  in  thrx  with  thofc  ]i;nT»gcs,  that 
fpcaltofhtf  rjptntixg  of  any  flood,  or 
which  he  by  tm  wordf  or  provi¬ 
dence,  or  both,  feemed  to  have  intend¬ 
ed  tp  perform  :  ibr  tSioy  relate,  not  \o 


T  E- 

any  altcratnn  in  the  mind  ordeereeof 
God  hmlciffbiat  only  in  bis  external  me* 
thods  of  procedure*  when  they  arc  fufli 
as  men  ufc  to  make  upon  any  change 
in  their  awn  purpnfes  :  but  as  God  in- 
fifthly  lot  eknew  all  events  fro; u  eter¬ 
nity,  he  always  invariably  det<rn:iucd 
to  niter  his  various  dif’pc Motions,  w  be 
knew  the  circutn  franc  cs  ofthings  would 
make  it  fat  for  him  fo  to  do*  To  fn;ipofe 
the  contrary  would  argue  a  molt  uu- 
jhfTcraVt*  iclffubverfive  tniperCcdaoe 
in  the  Almighty,  infinitely  wife  and 
bictiVd  God,  and  in  the  certainty  4 -id 
fcemllnc^  of  hla  views  and  deficits,  u 
the  ^reat  governor  of  rhe  world,  7 
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a a*  Pop  the 
wrath  of  man 
workcthnot  the 
nghtcoofuefs  of 
God* 


a  curb  upon  bis  pafiions,  and  take  heed  of  an  angry 
wrathful  temper  in  disputing  for  or  again/l  points  of 
controverfy ;  or  in  treating  any  perfon  with  haughty 
contempt  and  feverity,  that  differs  from  him.  * 

20.  For  the  unguarded  heart  and  intemperate  fury 
of  a  man’s  own  patfiens,  which)  whatever  be  pretend¬ 
ed,  proceed  from  pride,  felfifhnds  and  impatience  of 
contradiction,  and  not  from  a  regular  and  facred  zeal, 
are  far  from  ferving  God’s  righteous  caofe,  which  needs 
jio  fuch  unhallowed  methods  to  fupport  it,  .  and  are  fee 
from  recommending  to  others  his  way  of  righteoulhefs 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel }  [Rim.  i.  1 7.) 
or  the  praCtice  of  righteoufnefs,  which  God  enjoins  and 
approves  :  {1  Cor.  xv.  34.  and  Pfal.  xi.  7.)  They,  on 
the  contrary,  cloud  and  hurry  a  man's  own  thoughts, 
and  render  him  incapable  of  fpeaking  aright  lor  God  *, 
and  at  the  fame  time  prejudice  the  minds  of  others  a- 
gainft  all  that  he  offers  to  bring  them  over  unto  righte¬ 
oufnefs. 

2t.  Labour  therefore  to  call  away,  with  abhorrence, 
all  thofe  corrupt  aficCtions,  which  defile  the  foul,  lay- 
fuperfluity  of  ing  to  them.  Get  ye  hence.,  (//j.  xxx.  22.)  and  all  the 
naughtinefs and  overflowings  of  malice,  (*>f>i<rructv  x«*/«f)’which  are  excef- 
— =-^  fively  evil,  and  are  like  the  luxuriant  branches  of  a  tree, 
which  fuck  away  the  fap  that  (hould  make  it  fruitful  i 
and  having  abandoned  thefe,  let  it  be  your  great  con¬ 
cern,  that,  with  all  humility,  modefly,  and  fubmif- 
fionof  your  under  (landings  and  hearts,  confidences  and 
aAedtons  to  the  authority  of  God  in  his  word,  ye  may 
cordially  embrace  it  with  faith  and  love,  and  it  may  be 
fet,  like  a  good  and  fruitful  graft,  into  your  very  fouls, 
as  vitally  united  with  them,  and  turning  all  their  dif- 
pofitkms  and  productions  into  its  own  holy  likenefs, 
which  is  completely  fuflicient  to  (hew  you  the  way  of 
falvation ;  and  when  received  into  the  heart  by  faith, 
and  attended  with  the  power  of  the  fpirit,  is  wonder¬ 
fully  efficacious  to  nourilh  your  immortal  fouls  with 
faring  virtue,  and  bring  them  into  a  pofleflion  of  all 
heavenly  happinefs,  which  confifts  in  a  deliverance 
from  tin  and  mifery,  and  in  an  enjoyment  of,  and 
conformity  to,  the  biefled  God  in  all  his  glory  for  ever. 

-  22.  But 

T  E. 

the  tongue,  and  of  the  paf- 


21  Wherefore 
Hy  apart  all 
filthmeft,  and 


receive  with 

xnceknefg  thciii- 
grafted  word, 
which  U  abk 
to  fave  your 
{bull. 


N  O 

•  dirttfi&ns  contained  In 

tills  vcvfc  may  very  well  he  con  fide  red 
frvtriil  rvlr*  of  conduct  in  the  ordinary 
<ourlc  of  our  lrvei  and  c«n  vcrfath>D, 
tlut  we  duvuld  be  more  fwlft  to  bear 
than  to  fpcak>  and  fro  old  keep  a  guard 
Upon  our  pailions  'Cut  ab  this  verfe  is 
&11  inftrentt  fr^m  the  f<u*Cj;uiTi£  dif* 
ctiurft  j  and  af  the  good  and  bud  ulc  of 


fiojM,  arc  iiRndkd  dillmctly  and  at  largo 
in  tk*p~  iil,  I  rather  think  chat  tbe  a* 
jinlttc  intended  all  thofe  eyhortuions 
in  fame  fuch  peculiar  reference  to 
Y;hAt  he  had  jtifr  More  hero  fpeaking 
of,  hk  is  fuf pelted  in  the  paraplirafc* 
[  Yid.  in  ioc.J 
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ewil  fclvoi. 


si  But  be  ye  22.  But  that  it  may  have  this  happy  effeft  upon  you, 
4«r*  of  tb*  fee  that  its  influence  be  to  powerful  in  your  hearts,  as 
hearer*  only,  10  engage  70U  t0  put  its  excellent  and  holy  principles 
deceiving  your  into  pra3ice  in  your  lives  j  and  that  ye  content  not 
•*“  felvo*.  you  riel m  with  barely  giving  it  the  hearing,  and  af- 

fenring  to  it,  to  All  your  heads  with  notions  of  the 
gofpel,  as  if  this  were  all  that  is  neceflary  to  falvation; 
which  would  be  to  delude  your  own  fouls  by  fallacious 
reafonings,  tzvrvf)  and  putting  the  worft 

of  all  cheats  upon  you  riel  ves,  in  matters  of  the  higheft 
and  everlafting  confequence. 

S3  ForSFany  23.  For  let  people's  pretences  be  what  they  will,  if 
be  a  hearer  of  any  one  be  only  a  hearer  of  the  word  of  God,  and 
■  the  v«H,  and  don’t  receive  it  with  faith  and  love,  fo  as  to  regulate 
Iike*uoiDIii  ra»n  his  dealings  with  God-  -tad  converfarion  in  the  world, 
bchoUiny  bit  according  to  it,  he  is  JtiE  a  man,  («.*,■)  who,  heitfg 


13  For  ;F any 


iiotadoflrfbc  ii 
like  aacD  a  roan 
beholding  hit 


niitai-al  tseein  a  ordinarily  lefs  curious  ’Thao  women  about  cleanlioefs 


>  ***  [  and  drefs,  curfortly  looks  at  the  image  of  his  own  h li¬ 

man  face  in  a  mirrour  or  looking-glafs ;  and  when  he 
goes  away  thinks  no  more  of  it,  nor  cakes  any  care  to 
wipe  off  the  fpots  of  dirt  upon  it.  Juft  fo  it  is  with  the 
carelefs  and  unprofitable  hearer  :  when  he  comes  toat- 
tend  on  the  preaching  of  the  word ’of  God,  which  may 
fitly  be  compared  to  a  looking-glafs,  as  it  pianly  difeo- 
vers  what  a  man  is  in  himfelf,  according  to  the  law,  and 
what  he  may  hope  to  be  ip  Chrift  according  to  the  gof- 
pel,  (2  Cor .  iii  18.)  he  has  fome  notions  and  convi£Hons 
of  his  own  guilt,  depravity  and  danger,  and  of  his  need 
of  a  Saviour,  and  of  a  thorough  change  in  heart  and 
life ;  but  proceeds  no  further  ; 

24  For  lie  24.  For,  having  taken  only  4  flight  and  tranfient  view 
3&«h  »  without  arty  deep  and  abiding  impreflions 

Mi  tar,  ETrd  ®Pon  bis  heart,  he  goes  away,  like  the  man  who  be¬ 
ll  raightwuy for-  held  his  natural  lace  in  a  glafs ,  and  through  the  cares, 
gLttetb  wh»t  or  riches,  or  pleafures  of  this  life,  (Lfike  viii.  14.)  im- 
1,14,1  mediately  lays  afide  all  thoughts  or  concern  about  what 
e  he  faw  of  his  own  fin  and  mifery,  and  want  of  pardon¬ 

ing  and  renewing  grace,  while  he  fat  under  the  word} 
and  lb  goes  on  tn  impenitence  and  unbelief,  and  in  a. 
finful  courfe  of  life,  juft  as  before, 
is  ButufWo  25.  But  (>  tt  rapa^at)  he  who,  in  oppofition  to  a 


J*e  W»f 


25  But  larbofo 


Ifldtetb  into  the  and  tranficut  view,  (wr.  13.  24.)  accurately  and 


perfect  law  of 
fiber  FV»awd  con: 


tiiiuflth  tbtreitf) 


intently  looks  into  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel* revelation, 
*  which  is  a  pompiete  do&rijie  of  fpirivual  liberty  to 

true 

U  t>  T  ’E. 


*  By  tie  ftirfrG  luv  tf  libirty  frem*  in  every  view  oflt,  U  always  reprefent- 
to  hr  meant /if  rfocfrtne  the  gefpeh  ert  In  tk  New  Teftament,  at  a  of 
which  was  fpoken  of  in  the  preccclmj!  in  oppofition  to  the  gotpcl, 

context*  ami  in  a  lax  fenfe  of  the  word  and  never  a$  j.  cjf  YUL 

ic  lot-  J 


context*  aud  in  a  tax  fenfe  of  the  word 
5s  here  ft* led  «j  lup,  as  in  Rcm*  iih  %7- 
I  lee  the  thtre*  1  for  the  law. 


11 


Ch,  i. 


lie  being  not  a 
fiu-gfttfnT  liear- 
qrf  but  a  doer  *>f 
ibc  wprfc  thi* 
man  lhall  be 
bMtA  in  bis 
deed. 


a*  If  any 


man  among  you 
feem  to  be  reli¬ 


gions*  and  fcrid* 
tth  not  bit 
tongne>  but  de¬ 
ceive  th  bit  own 
heart,  tbit  niao* 
religion  /V  vain. 


27  Pore  reli¬ 
gion,  and  unde*' » 
Sled  before  Hod 
and  t  be  Father, 
is  this,  i£» .  vifit 
the  Vathcrlcfs 
and  widows  in 
their  affliction, 
and  tokecphiin- 
felf  onf  potted 

from  fhe  worid. 
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true  believers  for  their  deliverance  from  thecCrcmoniaI 
yoke  of  bondage*  and  the  feraJc  fpirit  of  the  MoJaic 
difpentation,  and  from  tbe  guilt  and  power  of  fin*  the 
curie  of  the  lav, the  wrath  of  God*  and  eternal  mlfery, 
and  for  their  ferving  him  with  holy  freedom  and  de¬ 
light  }  and  he  who  continues  in  the  faith  and  prafticc 
of  the  things  contained  therein,  aifd  fo  is  not  carelefc 
and  unmindful  of  what  he  heard,  or  of  what  he  faw 
himfelf  tq  be  in  that  glafs,  but  lives  in  the  eaercife  of 
every  grace*  and  in  the  difeharge  of  every  duty  an* 
fwcrable  to  it ;  this  man  is  happy  indeed*  though  not 
for*yet  in  his  work  of  fajih  and  labour  of  love*and  in  the 
very  keeping  of  God’s  commands  j  (Pf.  lix.  11-)  and 
as  his  fruit  is  unto  botim/Sy  the  end /bait  be  rvtrlafting 
life,  (Rom,  *1 WS-) 

26 .  Upoixjggwhole  then,  if  any  one  among  you  pre¬ 
tends  to  be  a  worflripper  of  God,  (vrw  or  makes 
a  great  (how  of  religion, and  talks  abundantly  of  it,  that 
be  may  pafs  for  a  pious  man  \  and  yet,  at  the  Came 
rime,  do  not  retrain  and  govern  his  tongue*  as  a  fu¬ 
rious  headftrong  horfe  is  checked  and  curbed  by  the 
bridle;  but  gives  himfelf  leave  to  life  profane  and  a- 
buGve  language,  or  to  rail  again  ft,  revile,  oeiifureand 
reproach  his  brother*  flattering  himfelf  with  a  vain 
conceit,  as  though  a  zeal  for  God  would  jollify  all  the 
injurious  and  bitter  words,  which  in  reality  proceed 
from  the  pride  and  paffion  of  his  own  deceived  beart ; 
all  this  man’s  religion,  whatever  he  or  others  may 
think  of  it*  is  an  empty  i  n  fig  ni  Scant  thing,  (ver,  20,) 
which  will  never  do  him  any  good*  as  one  that  is  blef* 
fed  in  hja  deed-  ( ver ,  25,) 

27.  In  oppofition  to  all  thefe  falfe  and  hypocritical 
appearances*  the  religion  of  the  gofpcl*  that  is  truly 
Gnccre  and  uncorrupted,  without  mixture  of  human 
inventions*  or  of  carnal  principles*  motives  and  ends 
to  defile  it,  and  is  exercifed,  as  in  the  fight  arid  pre¬ 
fence  of  God*  even  the  Father*  according  to  his  will 
and  word,  with  a  defire  of  pleating  him  rather  than 
men  ;  the  religion  that  is  approved  and  accepted  of  God 
in  Chrift*  is  this*  it  difpofes  and  engages  the  Chrlftian 
to  be  tender*  kind  and  compaifionate  to  the  needy  and 
difl  relied  *efpeciatly  of  the  houfhold  of  faith,  (Gah-v t.  to) 
in  doing  what  he  can  for  their  relief  and  comfort,  whh 
all  the  condefcenGon  and  friendship  that  are  manifefted 
in  readily  vifiring<and  a  flirting  poor  fatherlefs  children, 
and  deftitute  widows, who,  of  all  others*  need  a  helping 
band ;  and  by  its  powerful  influence  upon  him,  he  is 
enabled  to  behave  in  fuch  a  circumfpeft  and  holy  man¬ 
ner, 


Ch.it* 
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ner,  as  to  keep  clear  of  the  pollutions  of  this  evil  and 
eofnarine  world,  that  he  may  not  dfcfik  lumfdf,  or 
bring  a  Sur  upon  his  Gbnfcience^  hopes,  or  chara&er, 
by  the  Ittjt  <f  the  fejby  the  lujl  of  the  eyesy  orfjkt  prid* 
if  life,  (I  John  ii,  t5.)  *  '  - 

RECO  LL  ECTIONS. 

Bleffed  be  God !  who  takes  care  oF  his  fcatterM  ones,  wherefoever  they  are* 
Though  their  tribulations  for  his  name's  fake  may  be  great,  yet  they  may  re¬ 
joice  in  them,  as  over-ruled  and  fimftifuti  for  he  trial  and  improvement  of  their 
faith  and  patience,  and  the  perfecting  of  bis  good  work  in  them,  who  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  the  crown  of  life,  which  he  has  promifcd  to  thofe  that  b^e  Mm-  What 
is  all  thisworid,  which  fades  and  periihes  like  the  flower  of  the  field  by 
the  icfirc Vmg  heat  of  the  fun,  compared  with  tbe  exalted  and  immortal  bkffings 
that  belong  to  the  humble  ChriJUan  erf  tbe  loweft  degree  ?  But,  O  yvhat  fpiri- 
tual  wifijom  do  the  children  of  God  need  to  enable  them  to  behave,  as  becomes 
them  under  ttxrir  various  trials  1  And  what  folid  grounds  have  they  to  atit  it  in 
faith!  the  Father  of  lights  will  give  it  to  them;  and  not  upbraid*  bu£  libe¬ 
rally  fnpply  perfons  of  all  chara&m  tnd  conditions  with  fucb  good  things  as 
they  pray  for  in  foitb;  while  others  defeat  their  own  prayers,  by  diftru  fling  his 
power,  faithfolnefs  and  grace*  and  by  fluctuating  in  religion  like  a  wave  of 
the  fea*  Rut  if  any  are  drawtrinio  fiu  and  apoftacy,  hy  means  of  the  temptati¬ 
ons  they  meet  with,  how  monftroufty  impious  and  (hocking  is  it  to  father  their 
fin  upon  God,  as  though  he  were  the  caufe  of  it !  All  good  and  no  moral  evil 
comes  from  him,  who  dwells  on  high ;  and  who,  in  the  mere  fovereign  pfcAfure 
of  his  own  gracious1  will,  forms  his  people  for  himfclf  by  his  regenerating  fpirit, 
and  the  inflrnmentality  of  his  word,  that  they  may  be  an  excellent  kind  of  crea¬ 
tures  to  (hew  forth  his  praife;  and  fuch  la  the  absolute  nocban^eaWenefc  of  his 
bo!y  nature  ami  will*  that  he.  can  neither  be  induced  to  do  any  iniquity  himfeTf, 
nor  to  abet  or  encourage  it  in  others.  But  whofcever  commits  fin,  it  is  all  ow- 
’  ing  to  the  corrupt  inclinations  of  His  owp  Heart,  which,  having  once  gamed  the 
free  content  of  the  will,  produces  actual  fin ;  and  this,  perfifted  in,  brings  forth 
its  proper  wages,  in  death  and  ruin ;  and  fo  he  deftroys  himfelf.—  How  watch¬ 
ful  EhouUT  we  be  again!!:  pride  and  paflbn,  hard  thoughts  erf  Gcxl,  and  an  af- 
fiimine  temper,  that  is  more  ready  to  fpeak,  than  to  hear!  And  with  what 
bmjii)iLy,revercncran<ifubmifli<Mi  to  the  authority  ofGod  in  his  wqrd,fliould  we 
receive  it,  that,  by  the  concurrence  of  his  fpirit,  it  may  become  an  engrafted 
word  to  the  f  iring  of  our  fouls  ;  and  that  we  may  not  only  be  hearers,  but 
hearty  believers  and  conftiitr.tious  obfervers  and  doers  of  all  that  it  fays  to  us  ! 
without  praftica]  godiipef*,  all  a  man***  thoughts  about  his  own  Rate  and  condi¬ 
tion  that  have  at  any  time  been  prefented  to  his  view  in  the  glafs  of  God's 
word,  are  fuon  forgotten,  and  leave  him  juft  where  they  found  him,  icn- 
penircht*  unbdicrirtg  and  nnrcformed*  But  he  who  has  a  clear  and  transforming 
iulighe,  by  divine  illumination,  into  the  gof pel,  which  is  a  perk#  fyftem  of  the 
noblcft  liberty  to  true  believers,  is  fuch  a  hearer  of  tbowerd,  asisMeficd  in 
hiff  way  and  work,  and  (hall  be  fo  at  the  end  of  .them,  O  how  ierioufly  con¬ 
cerned  fhould  wt  be,  not  to  deceive  our  own  fouls  in  an  affair  of  fuch  vaft  and 
eternal  confequence  !  If  we  are  under  the  dominion  ofafrvrrtly  cenforions 
and  unruly  fpirit  and  tongcie,  whatever  our  pretences  to  rofigion  be,  we  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  they  are  all  hypocritical,  empty  and  vain,  Rut  if  we 
have  that  faith,  which  works  by  love  and  compiffion  to  the  poor,  the  deftitute 
widow  and  fatheriefs,  and  which  purifies  thebeart,  and  fortifies  us Againft  the 
temptations  of  the  world,  this  Is  fincere  and  uncvrruplcd  religion  inGod*3 
account;  and  he  wilt  own  it. 
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The  Apofile  goes  on  to  Jbrw  that  ail  notions  and  profeffions  ef faith  art 
vain,  if  not  productive  of  impartial  love  and  julhce  to  others,  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  i— -ij.  Andfitwgly  argues  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  (illuftrated  by  frultlejs  pretences  of  pity  to  the  poor, 
and  by  a  body  without  a  foul)  and  from  the  infiances  of  Abraham 
and  Rahab,  the  necefjtty  of  good  works  to  prove  the  facer  it y  of faith, 
which  other  wife  is  dead,  and  will  be  of  no  more  advantage  than 
the  faith  of  devils,  14— -26. 


Tot. 


Paraphrase. 


M r  twT. 

have  not  the 
frith  of  our 
Lord  Jeftia 
Chrilb  the  Lard 
of  glory,  with 
refpetf  of  per- 
Tana. 


1  For  if  there 
come  unto  jour 
aflimbly  &  man 
with  a  geld  ring 
in  goodly  ap- 


I ,  H  A  T  yoor  religion,  my  profefllng  Chriflian 
I  brethrennmay  prove  to  be  of  that  kind,  which 
-■*  is  pure  cmdunoefileds  (chap,  i»  27.)  take  heed 
of  eutertainiDg  mere  notions  of  faith  in  our  Lord  Jcfu* 
Chrift,  who  is  in  himfdf  a  glorioofly  divine  perform 
and  the  purchafer  and  giver  of  heavenly  glory  ;  and  is 
to  be  embraced  as  glorified*  after  his  fufferinge  and 
death*  by  a  lively  faith  in  him  ;  and  beware  of  taking 
up  with  fuch  empty  profdlions  of  his  glorious  name* 
and  prefumpEuous  dependencies  on  him  for  eternal  life, 
as  leave  you  under  the  power  of  a  partial,  unjuft,  and 
carnal  acceptation  of  persons,  (r^o^x^farc}*  not  accord* 
ing  to  their  religious  characters,  and  the  merits  of  their 
caufe,  hut  according  to  their  higher  or  lower  circum* 
fiances  in  this  life* 

2-  For  if,  at  any  time,  there  come  into  your  fvna* 
goguej  or  place  of  aflembling,  as  for  religious  wortnipy 
fo  for  judging  and  determining  ecciefiaOicai  and  civil 
caufes>  (fee the  note  on  ver*  1.)  one  man  that  makes  a 

figure* 

NOTE, 


■  With  rtjpeft  $f  per/ 6ns  if  is  nor  to 
be  understood  as  dcfcgned  to  dift-nuntc- 
n  fines  paying  civil  refptft  in  a  decent 
manner  to  perfons  of  Superior  rankand 
ftstioa,  which  would  be  to  contradict 
the  a  pottle  FanT*  order  (  xiii*  7* ) 
to  rtndtr  btn&vr  le  vtham  banauris  due9 
by  virtue  of  fbcir  ciril  diararivr  ;  'Bat 
it  rather  relate*  to  partial  rcfpe^  be¬ 
ing  Jhtwn  In  civil  and  rccicfiafthcaf  pra-^ 
tiffing/^  merely  on  account  of  one  per- 
Ton's  beinpj  richer  and  finer  drelTed  than 
another  s  tar  hi  the  next  verfe  the  a- 
pnllle  fptaka  of  one  and  the  other's  com¬ 
ing  into  the  djftnrbir  or 
far  w  wwayttfi:*}  which  was  uied  for 
civd  ^niecckiiafticil  joJic&tur^  aivcU 


as  for  religions  worildpt  and  then  Ivtf 
goes  on  (  vtr.  3—9.  )  to  fpcflk  of  fitting' 
at  tht  in  allufiou  to  the  cuUftni 

of  placing  perfcns  of  lower  rank  there 
in  their  judicatories;  and  fpenks  of 
judges  and  j ttJgcm ent-f tuts  and  of  per* 
Tons  arcing  partially*  as  tresttfg^ejfarj 
if  the  tir&t  which  Teems  to  refer  tu  the 
law  ahtvt  ititpitrtfitl  jndg^mesxt,  without 
refpeet  to  the  rich  or  poor.  Lev-  xi tl-  rj* 
and  Dent  t.  *7.  f  fee  Dr*  Hxmmtrnd**  amt 
Wbithfa  note  here,  )  and  fo  this  is  no¬ 
way  iDCOu llftent  with  that  hcromlug 
deference  to  perfons  of  fiipcrlor  ain't 
and  character,  which  mtr  bleiTed  Lord 
recommends  in  common  converfacioa 
and  behaviour,  Luke,  xiy,  U^-10. 


Cb.  ii. 


parcL  there 
come  in  alfo  a 
poof  man,  in 
tU*  raiment; 


3  Andy?  have 
lxfpect  to  him 
Uat  weareth 
the  gay  cloth¬ 
ing,  ond  fit)  un- 
to  ntm,  fit  chon 
hero  iu  a  good 
place  j  and  lay 
to  the  poor, 
ft  a  ml  thou  there 
or  fit  hereun¬ 
der  my  foot- 
Itool ; 

4  Are  ye  net 
then  partial  in 
y<mrfclv«»  and 
are  becmatjud- 
gei  of  evil 
thougUu? 


5  Hearken i 
my  beloiYd  bre* 
thrrn,  bath  not 
God  chofen  the 
poor  of  this 
vmldf  rich  in 
faith,  and  heirs 
of  the  kingdom 
which  he  narh 
prondfed  to 
them  that  Jove 

him  i 


6  But  ye  have 
drfpifed  the 
po*#r*  t>o  not 
rich  men  op- 
pref*  you  and 
draw  you  before 
the  jadfmeat- 
frttil 


The  Epijllt  tf  J  A  u  E  s  paraplrafiJ.  1$ 

figure,  and  is  decked  with  rich  and  fplendid  ornaments, 
fuch  as  a  gold  ring  on  his  finger,  and  fumptuous  rai* 
ment  j  and  another  comes  into  the  fame  affembly  or 
court,  that  is  in  mean  circumftances,  and  makes  a 
defpicable  appearance  in  a  coarfe  or  ragged  drefs ; 

3.  And  if,  in  this  cafe,  ye  (hew  abundance  of  re- 
fpeft  and  deference  to  him  that  glitters  In  fine  and 
gaudy  doaths $  and,  for  that  reafon  only,  take  great 
care  to  ingratiate  yourfclves  with  him,  and  to  decide  e- 
very  thing  in  bis  favour,  and  in  token  thereof  invite 
him  to  the  molt  honourable  feat,  faying,  Fray,  fir, 
pleafe  to  take  your  place  here  |  and  at  the  fame  time 
treat  the  man  of  low  circumfiances  with  from,  and 
with  a  contempt  of  him  and  his  caufe,  faying,  Stand 
you  at  a  diftance ;  or,  if  you  would  lit,  it  muft  be  at  no 
better  place  than  my  foodtool : 

4.  Is  not  this  fcandalous  difference,  which  ye  make 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  a  plain  evidence  of  an 
unjuflifiable  partiality  in  your  temper  and  conduct  to* 
wards  one  rather  than  the  other?  And  do  you  not  in 
reality,  pafs  fuch  a  judgement  about  them  {Severally,  as 
proceeds"  from  carnal,  wrong,  and  biafled  ways  of 
thinking  concerning  them,  only  according  to  outward 
appearance  ? 

5.  To  guard  you  again  ft,  and  cure  you  of  this  evil,/ 
pray,  my  dear  brethren,  whom  I  trull  God  loves,  con-! 
fider  how  contrary  this  opinion  and  proceeding  of  yours, 
is  to  his  thoughts  and  ways  in  things  that  relate  to  re*  . 
ligion  and  falvation  *,  has  not  the  great  and  blefled  God,  j 
in  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  from  all  eternity 
chofen  (Eph.  i.  4.}  moftly  perfons  of  lower  circum-  ; 
fiances  among  mankind  to  faith  and  holinels  here,  and  . 
to  compleat  fetation  hereafter?  (2  Theff,  ii.  13. )  And  ' 
has  he  not  (hewn,  in  the  difpenfetions  of  his  fovereign  ! 
mercy,  that  he  has  peculiarly  made  choice  of  fuch  to 
be  partakers  of  much  more  excellent  riches,  through  ' 
faith  in  his  Son,  and  through  lively  exercifes  of  it,  than  < 
can  he  found  in  this  world  *,  and  to  be  entitled  to,  and  ( 
brought  to  the  pofieflion  of  an  inheritance  of  all  the 
bleflings  of  that  kingdom  of  grace  here,  and  of  glory 
hereafter,  which  he  has  made  over,  in  the  promiles  of  1 
the  new  covenant,  to  thofe  that  defire,  efieem,  and  j 
delight  in  him  above  all  creature-enjoyments? 

6.  But  while  ye,  on  the  contrary,  have  treated  your 
poor  Chrilliaa  brethren  with  negle£t  and  difregard,  ye 
have  dilhonoured  and  poured  contempt  upon  thofe  whom 
God  loves,  and  has  put  the  highelt  honour  upon,  and 
paid  your  chief  refpefts  to  fuch  as  he  defpifes,  and  as 

?e 


Ch.  it. 


Itf 


7  Do  not  they 
HafpUacw  that 
worthy  name, 
by  the  which  ye 
Ore  called  ? 

8  If  y«  ful¬ 
fil  the^  rnyal 

accnvdiTijr 

to  the  fcripturc 
thou  lore 

th7  nrffliboiir 
u  tliyfcU;  ye  do 
well : 


9  Ent  if  ye 
have  refpeck  to 
peHoiu,  ye  com¬ 
mit  fin*  and  are 
convinced  of 
thelawattranf1 
grtHLrj. 


The  EpijUe  ^Jauis  paraphrafeJ. 

ye  have  no  caufe  to  earefs,  For  wiiat  fort  of  treatment 
do  ye  meet  with  from  them  ?  Is  it  not  the  cuftom  of 
the  great  and  rich  men  of  this  world  to  deal  eery  inju- 
rinufiy  by  you  ?  Do  not  the  generality  of  them*  through 
pride  and  in  foie  nee,  and  enmity  to  Chrift  and  his  ways, 
let  themfelves  againit  you,  and  (navaJo-ww*™  exer- 
eife  a  cruel  tyranny  over  yoU  for  his  fake ;  and  drag 
you  into  courts  of  judicature'to  fit  in  judgement  upon 
you,  and  to  condemn,  fine  and  imprifon  you,  and  put 
fume  of  your  fellow  Chriftians  to  death,  on  account  of 
their  profcflioti  of  the  gofpel, 

7.  Do  they  not  belch  out  the  moil  horrid  reproaches 
and  blafphemies  upon  that  glorious  name  on-  which  ye 
call,  and  by  which  ye  are  denominated  Chriftians^  and 
diftinguilhed  as  related  to  Chrift  ?  Is  it  not  thus  with 
the  great  men  among  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  ? 

■  8.  If,  inftcad  of  paying  extravagant  honours  to  men  - 
of  rank  and  condition  in  the  world,  becaufe  of  their 
:  riches,  and  dcfpifmg  the  poor,  becaufe  of  their  poverty, 
ye  were  impartially  to  attend  to,  and  fulfil  all  the  duties 
of  the  great  law  of  love;  which  may  be  called  the  roy¬ 
al  law,  as  it  is  a  mod  excellent  Taw,  formerly  enabled 
by  the  king  of  Ifrael  under  the  Old  Teftament-difpcu- 
fatiorr;  (Lev.  xix  18.)  and  as  Chrill,  the  King  of  the 
New  Teflament-chureh.has  eftablilhe'd,  recommended 
and  enforced  it  upon  all  his  difeiptes  by  new  and  evan¬ 
gelical  motives;  (Matifi.  xxii.  39.  and  John  xiii.  34. 
35.}  the  purport  of  which  is,  you  fhall  treat  all  your 
fellow -creatures,  arid  efpecially  your  religions  brethren, 
with  as  much  benevolence,  juftlceanj  mercy,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  Various  circumfiances,  as  you  would  think 
right  and  rcafon  j|,!c,  and  would  expert  in  like  cafes  to 
be  treated  yourfeif.  If,  I  lay,  ye  thus  behave  towards 
.  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  mankind,  and  particularly  of 
your  brethren  in  the  "Lord,  from  a  principle  of  love, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  Chrift,  your  Lord 
and  Kirg,  yc  a£t  an  honourable  part  becoming 

your  Chriftian-charaQer. 

9.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  ye  make._pa«ial  di- 
ftin&ions  in  Ihewing  fa vo u fable-regards  to  the  rich,  ra¬ 
ther  than  the  poor,  merely  on  account  of  their  differ¬ 
ent  worldly  circumftances,  ye  therein  work  iniquity  1 
(t^rui  (fyafurtO  and  are  comri&ert,  reproved  and 
condemned,  as  tranfgrcffors  of  that  comprehenfire  and 
mofl  excellent  law  of  love,  (ver.  8.)  which  includes 
the  particular  law,  that  exprefly  fays,  Te  Jhall.  do  no 
iinrighteoufnejs  in  judgement ;  theu  jkstlt  net  refpeR 
the  perfen  tf  the  posr,  nor  honour  the  per/on  of  the 

mighty; 


Ch.  ii. 


Th*  Epifite  bf  James  pardphr^fid. 


to  For  W'jjG’- 
frcvcr  frail  keep 
the  tobole  bw, 
mid  )ct  oireml 
in  nne 

he  ii  u;tiijiy  vf 
all.  6 


1 1  For  he 


mighty :  But  in  righteoufnefs  Jbaft  then  judge  thy 
neighbour,  (Lev*  xix.  15*} 

to.  For  admitting,  for  argument's  fake,  that  any  one 
were  exactly  to  keep  all  the  reft  of  the  precept*  of 
God’s  Law  \  the  fuin  of  which  is  love  ;  yet  if  he  vio¬ 
lates  it  only  in  one  (ingle  infhncc,  he,  by  juft  eon- 
ftruclion,  is  guilty  of  a' breach,  though  not  of  the  ivho/a 
of  the  law,  yet  of  the  whole  faviy  and  by  its  fentence 
is  condemned  as  fuch  ;  ( G'aL  iih  10.)  hecaufehe  as  real¬ 
ly  (ins  again  ft  the  authority  of  the  lawgiver  by  one  aft 
of  difobcdience  to  any  of  its  precepts,  as  if  he  had 
broke  them  all  \  and  io  God  is  as  Jru/y,  though  hot  as 
inuch9  offended  by  one  tranfgreflion,  as  a  man  is  hurt 
by  the  injury,  that  is  done  to  only  one  member  of  his 
body  \  and  the  whole  fyltem  of  the  law  is  broke.  th£TCr 
by,  as  a  chain  is  by  breaking  only  one  of  its  links. 
ill  For  the  fame  God,  who  is  laid  in  the  moral  law, * 


that  faid,  Do  Thou  jbiilt  not  commit  adulter y,  has  alfo  faid,  thou 
hrn  commit  a-  Jbtt/t  not  unjuftly  kifly  or  murder  any  One  whatfoever ; 
fo/n?  iwkiu!  both  whicb  are  contrary  to  bis  law  of  love.  Now,  if 
u**w  if  chou  you  are  not  guilty  of  adultery,  or  of  any  uncleannefs, 
onnmU  no  a*  m  thought,  word,  or  deed ;  yet  if  you  arc  guilty  of 
ttion^k34  (Lou  murc'er  *n  aAuaily  committing  it,  or  even  in  doing,  or 
art  become  *  defigning,  or  driinng  to  do,  what  has  a  tendency  to 
tranfgreiTor  bf  any  unlawful  way  of  d^ftroying  the  life  of  a  fellow-crea- 
tue  Uwi  ture,  you  break  in  upon  the  whole  of  that  divine  au¬ 

thority,  Which  ctu£ted  the  law  that  equally  forbids 
both  ;  .  And  the  fame  holds  true  with  refpect  to  ail  k$ 
other  precepts- 

12  So  fpcak  12-  Let  therefore  the  whole  of  your  behaviour  in  dif- 
17  they  r°tbac  portion,  word  and  deed  toward  fcllow*creatures,  as 

fa*ll  wdl  as  Toward  God,  be  fuch  as  is  becoming  and  right 

ly  the  for  thole  to  be  found  in  the  practice  of,  that  live  un* 

hberty.  <Jer  the  Gofpel  difpctifation,  and  that  judge  of  their 

brethren,  and  fhall  be  dealt  with  in  the  great  day,  by 
and  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Gofpel,  which  is  a 
doffrine  according  to  godlincfsy  (r  Thru  vL  3.)  and 
both  obliges  to,  and,  upon  principles  of  faith  and  love, 
lets  a  man's  foul  at  liberty  for  an  impartial  and  umver- 
fal  obedience  ro  all  God's  commands,  with  a  noble 


freedom  and  delight,  far  furpafting  all  that  could  be 
obtained  by  the  Mbfaic  clifpenfation,  from  which  it  baa 
alfo  fa  him  free-  {See  the  note  on  chap,  1,  25.) 
JhaUhawcindce'  *3*  For  he,  whafe  faith  doth  not  work  by  love,  ac¬ 
cent  ulrfnut  cording  to  the  grace  and  obligation  of  the  Gcfpe),  fo 
jiiL'i cy,tb Urbach  as  to  (hew  companion  to  his  poor  brethren,  (hall  pafs 
Viewed  no  jner-  UTU]cr  j  fevere  (entente  of  condemnation  and  wrath,  to 
!o^ictftb^i[na  executed  upon  him  ill  the  day  of  judgement,  with- 

judgement.  VOL*  VL  t  ® 


Ch.  ft. 


s?  Tit  Epijilt  ef  Jambs  parapira/sd » 


*4  What 
profit  my  fare* 
liircrii  though  a 
man  fay  He  hath 
faith,  and  have 
nut  Tnrfci?  Can 
fuck  favekim? 


fy  If  a  bro¬ 
ther  or  filter  be 
naked,  and  dc- 
itiuiu  of  doily 
food  ;■ 


16  AficT  our 
of  you  fay  unto 
them,  depart  in 
peace*  be  yon 
varmed,  and  fil- 
Jed ;  notvith- 
Itamdingyegivc 
them*  not  thofe 
things  irliith 
are  needful  to 
the  body;  *hflt 
doth  it  profit  f 


out  any  mixture  of  that  mercy,  whichis  held  forth  in 
the  doctrine  of  Chrift  :  And,  on  the  contrary*  he  who* 
as  the  fruit  of  his  faith,  exercifes  tender  nefs  and  loving- 
kindnets,  toward  them,  frail  rejoice  in  bis  deliverance 
from  condemnation  and  wrath,  and  again  It  fears  of 
being  cart  in  judgement  * :  and  divine  mercy*  accord* 
ing  to  the  gofpei,  frail  triumph  in  his  favour,  and 
glory  over  ftrict  juftice  according  to  the  law,  in  the  fi¬ 
nal  day  of  account,  agreeable  to  our  Lord's  own  repre* 
fentarion  of  it.  {Matth*  xxy.  34—46-) 

14,  Of  what  advantage  then,  my  brethren,  can  it 
be  to  any  man,  if,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  talks  and 
boafts  of  his  believing  in  ChrifE,  and  expecting  fixa¬ 
tion  by  him,  he  ba$  no  good  works  fpringing  from 
bis  faith,  to  prove  the  fincerity  of  it  ?  Can  Inch  a  fort 
of  notional  faith,  and  his  profcfliorr  of  it,  that  has  no 
prevailing  influence  upon  him  to  hoi  i  nefs  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  be  cffe&ual  unto  his  falvation  ?  No  certainly  ; 
It  is  not,  in  reality,  what  it  pretends  to  be,  as  may  be 
1  Hu  ft  rated  in  the  following  manner. 

15-  Suppofe  any  Chriflian  brother  or  lifter  were  all 
in  rags,  and  had  not  cloaths  fufficlent  to  cover  tbeir 
naked  nefs,  and  keep  them  warm;  and  at  tbe  Came 
time  were  ready  to  perjlh  with  hunger,  through  want 
of  neccflary  food  for  the  prefent  day’s  fobfiftcnce. 

(rtr  (pvttpv 

j6.  And  if,  in  foch  deplorable  circumflances,  any  of 
you  were  to  fay  to  them*  with  an  air  of  pity  and  con* 
cern,  poor  tfiflrelTed  creature  !  Your  cafe  is  very  mifer- 
abic  indeed ;  1  wifr  you  well, and  (hould  be  glad  to  hear 
of  (bine  good  Providence's  appearing  for  your  relief ; 
go  yonr  way  with  a  farisfied  mind,  in  hope  that  Cod 
will  provide  neceffary  raiment  to  cover  you,  and  food 
convenient  for  you  :  But,  though  it  be  in  the  power 
afyour  hands,  ye  neverthelefs  give  them  no  manner 
of  afTi  fiance  that  is  neccflary  for  them  *  What  lignify 
alt  thefe  fine  words  and  profeffions  of  good  willies  f 
They  are  all  mockery,  jnfteadof  cordial  afteftion  ;and 
can  be  of  no  avail  eiiher  £0  them,  or  to  your  own 
fouls* 


17  Eyin  fo  17,  Juft  fo  the  cafe  Hands  with  refpeft  to  Fatthf  in 
fait1.,  if  it  hatU  God’s  account,  whofe  judgement  is  according  to  truth- 
dejd,  brfng  «  n  don  t  produce  fpintual  and  holy  fruits  of  nghte- 
aIouc*  eufhcfs  to  his  glory,  and  the  good  of  others,  it  is  a 


mere 


N  O  T  £. 

*  Mercy  may  here  fignify  the  mcrdful,  the  mercy  &f  God,  which  fhall  be  extend- 
the  abttritct  being  put  for  tU?  con  Crete*  w>  the  merciful  man*  mfteari  of  lfi* 
w  the  ft nnet tines  h  tnr  the  bcin^  deilt  v|rhj  in  a  way  of-  judicr^ 

tireumafed :  ©r  elfc  it  may  relate  uj  according  to  1*3$  deferts. 


ckii. 


The  EpiJIU  of  J  A  ■  E  3  paraphrafsd. 


*9 


<8  Tea,  a 
man  nwy  fajr, 
thou  ha fit  faith, 
andthavcwbvks 
flirw  tne  thy 
faith  without 
thy  works,  and 
1  will  flicw  thee 
my  faith  by  my 
works* 


Than  t>e- 

turvefl;  that 

there  on* 

God:  t bon  doit 
welL  The  dc- 
tils  d(u  bciiove 
aud  tremble. 


mere  Hfelefs  notion,  that  has  nothing  vital  or  operative 
m  it,  as  being  inti  rely  deftitute  of  every  genuine  ef~ 
feci,  and  proper  evidence  of  its  finceirity ;  and  It  can 
never  be  profitable  to  eternal  life,  how  highly  foevera* 
fiy  may  boaft  of  it,  and  rely  upon  it. 

ilL  Yea;  a  true  believer  may  fairly  eipoftqlate  wi|h* 
and  confound  fuefi  a  vaunting  hypocrite,  by  arguing 
with  Him  in  tbe  following  manner:  You  talk  mightily 
of  your  faith  without  giving  any  proof  of  its  fiacerityi 
and  I,  on  the  contrary,  inftead  of  taking  up  with  high 
fwellihg  words  and  profeflionsof  faith,  have  evangelic 
Cal  works  of  love  and  obedience  to  bear  witneCs  that  my 
faith  has  its  proper  influence  upon  me.  Now,  if  your 
faith  is  of  the  right  fort,  (hew  it  to  be  fo  by  your  prao 
tice  anfwcmhle  to  it,  which  I  challenge  you  to  do  ;  and 
I,  in  like  manner,  will  give  the  fame  proof  of  ffiirie, 
even  beyond  all  that  you  can  produce  of  that  kind  f. 
Or  elfe  demonstrate  to  me,  that  your  faith  is  good  and 
effe&ual,  if  you  can,  (which  is  indeed  impofiibje) 
without  any  fuitable  works  to  fupport  your  confident 
boaftings  of  it ;  and  I  will  take  a  better  eourfe  foe 
making  it  plain  to  you,  that  my  faith  is  vital  and  effi¬ 
cacious,  by  its  producing  works  of  holinefs  in  my  life ; 
and  fo,  in  ajuftandfcriptural  way  of  reasoning,  I  wilt 
fubftantially  prove  the  caufe  by  its  effects,  as  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits*  (Matth*  vii* 
16— ; — 2o.) 

19.  If  you  infift  that  you  have  true  faith  in  a  fun¬ 
damental  do&rine  of  all  real  religion,  becaufe  you  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  is  a  God,  in  oppofition  toatheifts;  and* 
that  there  is  but  one  only  living  and  true  God,  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  heathen  idolaters;  thus  far  ic  mull  be  owned 
that  you  are  in  the  right,  and  bear  an  honourable  tefit- 
friony  to  the  Deity.  ( *****  *■««)  But  if  you  reft  in  a 
bare  afient  to  this  important  pciut,  it  will  be  of  no  a- 
vail  to  your  Salvation  :  for  the  very  demons  thcmfelvcs, 
thofe  wicked  fpirits  that  are  configned  over  to  ever- 
Jailing  deftru£tion,  believe  this  as  well  as  you ;  not 
B  2  one 

K  o  T  E, 


+  The  paraphrafe  on  this  verfe  t^kes 
in  both  tbe  fanrginni  and  textual  read- 
in^in  our  tra  ntUtinn,  According  to 
the  rtrarfiirtzl  reading  6j  thy  1vQrktt  which 
is  fupporitil  by  fevers)  ^ood  copies 
{  Yid*  W//.  in  Joe  )  it  ui*y  he  confidcr- 
.  ed  W‘the  true  btlicvrr'a  challenge  of 
tbc  hflaltiug  pro tc (for  to  produce  that 
eTidcnte,  which  hitherto  hail  not  ap¬ 
peared*  &ad  .engaging  to  join  illuea 


M*hh  him  on  that  foot.  But  according 
tv  the  textual 

which  frems  snoiLagredbkto  thcimure 
of  the  ar^TiTnciK,  U  may  he  untfcritoo<j 
as  j  foggeiHun  of  the  jmpofllbility  0f 
proving  die  truth  of  frith  withont 
good  \rorltj,  as  Its  fruits;  and  of  the 
sdvnni.t£c  that  Ue  has,  in  of  evi¬ 

dence,  who  cau  dcmouifcrau*  the  cattle 
by  its  effects* 
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Ch.  ii. 


Thf  EpiftU  tf  J  i  K  E  s  parnpbrafti. 


23  Bat  wilt 

tho*t  know,  O 
vairi  nssut  that 
faith  without 
works  is  dead  ? 


2T  Was  not 
Abraham  our 
father  juftilied 
By  works,  when 
he  oTcrerf  Jfitac 
his  Ton  upon  the 
altar  * 


one  of  them  all  can  deny  it ;  and  they  tremble  at  the 
thought  of  his  power  aud  juflice,  which,  perhaps,  is 
more  than  you  do  :  But  if  you  hare  no  better  faith  than 
th  is*  you  have  rcafon  to  be  afraid,  and  mult  one  day 
tremble  before  his  terrible  Majefty,  as  much  as  rhey. 

2c»  But,  O  fooIHh.empty  profeflorof  religion, 
you  who  take  up  with  fuch  a  bare  pcrfuafion,  as  has  no 
practical  influence  upon  your  life  and  converfation,  and 
yet  flatter  yourfclf  that  all  is  fafe  and  well,  will  you  not 
confider*  nor  lay  to  heart,  that#  whatever  your  preten¬ 
ces  and  profefljous  be,  a  mere  do&rina]  faith#  without 
feme  corrcfponderu  works,  as  its  product,  to  prove 
that  *tis  of  the  right  kind,  is,  as  has  been  obferved, 
{vtr*  17.)  a  dead  wortblefs  name  and  form,  which  has 
no  life  or  activity  in  it;  nor  can  be  effectual  to  any 
favlng  advantage;  Let  me  iJIuftrate  this  in  an  ex¬ 
ample  or  two, 

21.  Was  not  Jbrahatii,  the  father  of  the  faithful, 
from  whom  we  Jews  are  defeended,  and  in  whom  the 
carnal  Ifr acUtes  amongft  us  boaft,  as  though  their  re¬ 
lation  to  him  would  fecure  their  happinds  ?  Was  not 
he  himfeif  proved  to  be  a  ftnccre  believer,  *  and  fo  his 

faith 


NOT 


*  It  U  evident  tome,  that  jfar^batfd t 

Being  jufiijUd  hj  wr&fconld  not  relate 
tn  the  juftificamn  of  his  perffn  before 
Gad :  becaufc  in  that  fenfe  he  vajjufti* 
fied  long  before  upon  his  firft  believing, 
even  before  he  was  circnrncifcd,  Ram, 
iv,  jo,  it,  unr  could  it  relate  to  what 
foiiK  call  the  ftt&ftlary  juftifiratiftn ;  f»r 
this,  according  to  thc*n,  depended  tip- 
.an  bis  finsJij  prefervjTig  in  guod  works, 
whereas  the  works  here  fpocififcd  were 
pcrlWuied  feversd  yf^rs  before  his 
death,  Nor  ran  the  other  inllaucc  of 
Kabul?*  being  jellified  by  works  f  ver, 
)  relate  ro  her  own  perfo urd  fitji'jh 
Gj>ti4rtj  With  regard  to  h cefpiritu-Upate: 
lor  there  is  not  the  lca.it  appearance, 
that  this  fiiith  of  her's  was  for  jrrjisfieo-* 
tt$n  ta  eternal  iff?]  or  that  it  had  any 
reference  tf>  Chr:fir  ortotke  tjprsi  p!&- 
f  befits  or  pr.otvfes  of  him,  who  wm  tf* 
cljrit  to  Ik  believed  ill  for  a  fpiritual 
and  erernal  falvatian  :  and  liar  v^uka 
were  only  the  fruit  of  thnt  frith  which 
fhe  h ad  relating  to  temporal  frlvatinn, 
and  fo  proved  that  Juc  really  <fid  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Lor  i  ■ Iwl  give#  Head  the 
hiriJ  In  which  h«  dwelt,  and  that  he  ij 
GW  in  Heave  it  ihw  audit!  e arth  below  ; 
and  this  faith  operated  fo  (Irongly  in 
her,  as  to  pat  her  u*,on  making  terms 


Ei 

for  her  own  a:qd  family's  fafety  from 
the  definition*  th^t  was  coming  upon 
Jerichft  ( fee  Jefi.  ii*  8  — *1  J  and  the 

author  to  rhe  Hebrews  takes  no  notice 
of  her  jnfiifcutieuj  bat  only  fays,  with 
i  reference  to  the  deft  ruction  of  tWe 
city,  £*  faith  the  harlot  Kaliab  ptrified 
net  Vftth  them  that  kfRtvtd  tjot,  XT  ben  fir 
hjA  received  the  Spies  with  peace*  {Heb, 
x\.  fee  the  note  there,  )  bnt  thei*e 
was  noticing  of  jufifjinj[  forth  in  all 
this*  noi  nor  In  that  other  inftuuce* 
which  onr  apoftle  alledged  (  ver+  19.  ) 
of  him  that  believes  there  is 
which  the  dtxih  ttff&  beit? ve  end  irettt* 
hie.  I'hejfe  obfervatiom  feem  to  lead 
us  to  an  easier  fhlation,  than  1  have 
itictwitli,  of  the  difficulties  that  have 
heen  raffed  about  reconciling  this  and 
the  following  wrfes,  which  fpake  of  a 
t/tdir’j  being  jeifi ptd  Itf  waTks>  end  net  bp 

fifth  tfrt/ii  with  the  apoftie  PahTs  dor- 
trine  ohne  byfuitbwith- 

eut  marks,  which  he  fo  much  itififtcd 
ni>,  Rem.  111,  28*  aud  iv*  1  — 6,  and  GaL 
ii.  <(i,  and  in  fereral  other  places;  for 
U  appears  by  the  Instances  which  the 
a  polite  Jsmet  here  argues  ii]xtnr  that, 
except  In  the  cafe  of  ASrahim*  it  is  »*»t, 
fo  much  at  lea  ft,  about  iuftificatina  by 
Ch  nit,  through  faivh  in  hiu;,nsaboat  tlio 
jaftilicatiom. 


Ch.il. 


SccHtliou 
how  faith 
wrought  with 
his  workst  and 
by  works  was 
faith  made  per- 
feet? 

23  And  the 
feriptut  vai 
fujiilkd,  which 
r^Sthp  Abraham 
bclitVcd  God, 
and  it  was  iin~ 
poted  onto  him 
for  righteouf- 
□els  :  and  he 
wns  called  the 
friend  oi  God. 


The  Epiftk  of  Jamb$  par’dphr&fed .  21 ' 

faith  juflifietl,  or  demoriftrated  to  be  e (Textual,  by  his 
eminent  works  of  obedience,  when,  at  God’s  com¬ 
mand,  he  fully  determined,  and  actually  attempted, 
as  far  as  Cod  permitted  him,  to  olFcr  up  Ifctac ,  his  be* 
loved  and  only  Ton  of  the  promife,  upon  the  altar, 
which  he  had  prepared  for  that  purpofe  ?  {Gen.  xxii. 

I - 12.) 

11.  Don't  you  hereby  plainly  fee,  how  effectually  his 
faith  operated  in  producing  thefe  remarkahly  eminent 
works  of  unreferved  fubje&ion  and  obedience  to  God ; 
and  haw,  by  performing  thofe  works,  his  faith  was 
manifefted  to  be  a  completely  true  and  right  faith,  that 
had  00  defe£fc  in  any  thing  e Bent i ally  belonging  to  it  ? 

23.  And  as  this  was  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  re¬ 
ality  and  power  of  his  faith,  that  pafiage  of  Scripture 
was  hereby  evidently  Ihewn  to  be  fulfilled,  {fee  the 
note  on  ver.ix.)  which  fpake  of  him  long  before,  fay¬ 
ing,  {Gen.  xt.  6.)  Abraham  believed  in  the  Lord;  and 
he  counted  it  to  him  for  right  eovfnefs,  that  is,  He  be¬ 
lieved  in  rhe  promife  of  God,  that  the  Mefliah  (hould 
be  one  of  his  feed;  and  that  he  believed  concerning  him, 
and  in  him,  for  it  was  gmciouJly  accepted,  and  placed 
to  his  account,  for  righteonfnefs  to  eternal  life.  (See¬ 
the  note  on  Rom.  iv.  3.)  And  upon  the  proof  he  gave 
of  the  truth  of  this  faith  in  offering  up  his  Son,  from 
whom  the  promifed  Melfiah  was  to  come,  as  believing 
that  God  was  able  t<r  raife  him  up  even  from  the  deady 
(Heh,  si.  79.)  The  Lord  fpoke  with  high  approbation 
of  this  ftgnal  evidence  of  his  faith,  faying,  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  men,  Novj  l  know  that  thou  fearefi  God ;  fee¬ 
ing  thou  haft  not  with’ held  thy  fen,  thine  only  /on : 

1J  3  (Geti. 


NOT 

tliticMioft  ©f  the  truth  ani  fl  uteri  ty  of 
faith  in  God  and  in  bis  pioiniiei;.  which 
he  Jhtws  to  be  dead,  and  altogether  un* 
profitable ;  unleG  it  lie  proved  to  be 
genuine  by  its  practical  influence  upon 
the  heart  and  life  in  all  holy  obedience; 
and  to  be  freaks  of  jnftifying  a  man's 
frith,  or  his  t-wr after,  as  a  flnccre  be¬ 
liever,  to  free  him  from  the  charge  of. 
hypot  ify;  and  not  of  ihejnilincatton  of 
his  ptrfettt  to  acquit  him  from  a  charge 
df  jriiiit,  and  from  law  condemnation, as 
to  hh  flute  before  God,  which  the  a- 
puftlc  Aih i  fo  often  affirms  to  be  frith 
wjthaut  1 pp/  tj.  There  in  therefore  no 
real  contradiction  between  thefe  two 
apoftlc*  ;  iirtce  it  is  a  quit©  different 
fort  of  faith  auj  o  (  jttfl*flcatlpnt  which 


E. 

theyrdpeclively  fpeak  of,  and  ftafwith 
a  view  to  diflcicct  forn  of  ferf§tasm 
The  apnftle  tn  confute  iiceirti-* 

on*  foh  ft  Vu*ns3  /hews  that  ail  nntinns 
and  profduons,  e  veu  of  f tith  in  God* 
without  good  works  to  juftify  its  flute-* 
rity.  arc  rain  ;  and  the  apoftle  Paul,  to 
confute  thofe  felf -jufi:chr\cs  that  were 
for  depending  mi  their  own  works,  as 
the  ground  <>f  their  acceptance  with 
God  v*  eternal  life,  thews  that  jufl  flut- 
tltti  /j?  his  flght  is  only  Uy  faith  in  Ckrilt 
and  his  rigiuconfncfs.  without  any  mix¬ 
ture  of  worb,  as  inured ients  into  ic, 
though  St  be  not  by  fuch  a  faith  In  hint, 
as  is  productive  of  good  works, 
they  beins^  iufe parable  from  all  faring 
friih  if  the  Qftrrifan  ef  Gtdt 


22 


24  Yc  fee  then 
htrw  that  by 
works  a  man  ia 


juftificrf,and  not 
py  faith  only. 


3J  Likewifc 
*lfts  was  not 
Falfc*b  tbe  bar 
lot  jaftified  by 
W(irks,whcrt  Ihe 
badi'ccei  vtdrhe 
mefltnjrerfti  and 
had  fent  them 
out  another 
way* 


26  For  at  the 
body  without 
the  fptrit  it 
dead,  fo  faith 
without.  works 
is  dtudajfo* 


The  Epifilt  </Jawes  paraphrafed*  Ch.  ii. 

(Gen,  xxii*  12,}  And  he  was  afterwards  called  tbe 
friend  tf  God*  (2  Chron*  «•  7*  and  tfa-  xli-  8*}  as  one 
in  covenant  with  him,  (which  was  folemnly  renewed 
and  ratified)  with  an  addition  of  more  explicit  promifes, 
on  this  occafion,  (Gen*  xxii*  16*— 18.)  and  as  one,  that 
had  man i felted  the  molt  dutiful  and  afte£Uonate  obe^ 
dience  to  his  command)  and  was  owned  as  his  peculiar 
favourite)  and  taken  into  the  neareft  communion  with 
him,  a$  his  friend, 

24.  Ye  therefore  may  plainly  difeern  from  hence,  that 
a  true  believer's  chara&er  is  jufti fieri  againft  a  charge 
ofhjrpocrify,  or  of  empty  fpeculation  and  profeflion, 
by  the  good  works  he  produces,  as  the  fruit  of  his  faith, 
and  not  by  mere  pretences  to  faith,  which  is  dead,  as 
being  alone,  without  fui table  works,  ( ver *  ry.) 

25.  I  would  atfo  in  fiance  in  another  perfon,  even  a 
.gentile*  whofe  faith  was  not  fo  Itrongas  Abraham's  $ 

was  not  the  character  of  Kahab  the  harlot,  who  dwelt 
at  Jerie/jOy  juftified  hv  her  works,  which  unqueflion- 
ably  (hewed  that  (he  irmly  believed  God  would  cer* 
tainly  deliver  that  city  up  to  Ifr&el ,  (fee  the  nates  on 
ver *  ai.  and  Heb*  xi.  31,)  when,  updn  that  faith,  (he 
kindly  entertained  the  meflengers  which  Jojbuzbaiz 
to  fpy  out  the  land,  ^ud  direded  them  to  make  their 
tfcape  in  a  way  that  might  prevent  their  falling  incq 
fhe  hands  of  their  enemies,  who  fought  to  kill  them  ; 
and  engaged  the  fpies  to  (hew  kinrfnefs  ro  her  and  her 
father’s  houfe,  and  five  them  alive  ?  ii*  1 — 16*} 

By  thefe  examples  you  plainly  fee  how  neceflary  works 
of  obedience  are  fo  demonftrate  the  lincerity  of  any  one's 
faith  in  every  cafe  whatloever* 

26.  For  it  appears  from  all  this,  that  as  the  human 
body  without  hreath,  or  without  afoul  to  animate  it,  is 
*  loathfomc  dead  carcafc,  very  offenfivp,  and  utterly 
ir.  capable  pf  difeharging  any  fun  At  one  of  this  fife;  fo 
all  that  fort  of  faith  that  is  not  efficacious  for  bringing 
forth  good  works,  which  arc  the  infeparable  effects  and 
tokens  of  a  living  faith,  really  is,  and  fiiows  itfclf  to 
he,  inti  rely  dead  and  dctcftable  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

Uotif  natnral  is  it  for  cat nal  minds  to  jtidjje  according  to  outward  apptar- 
aucc  J  aril  to  be  influenced  hy  tie  jr^y  iirefe  and  fplcndiri  ornaments  of  the  rich, 
fo  give  them  An  ut\jufl:fiabfc  preference  :  and  by  flu-  mean  apparel  of  the  poor* 
fo  ufe  thein  with  eon ti-mpt  and  fenrn,  whatever  their  reflective  rd-jjhns  cha¬ 
racters  be!  furtJyT  this  forr  of  partiality  proceeds  from  a  very  corrupt  biafs  of 
Ifie  heart*  But  how  iirifuitahie  is  tins  to  the  Tcjnpor  a:;d  behaviour  of  true 
believers  in  Jeius  Chrift  i  the  proMfin  uf  hi^  urtmc  ought  to  c  on  h  tier,  that 
f}od  n2s  mo.ily  chohni  the  pot;"  of  thta  world  to  f;dlh  .ii.d  ail  115  riches  here*! 
icd  to  the  tii heritage e  of  his  heavenly  kingdom  hereafter,  which  he  has  prn- 
'  *  mifctl 


Cb.uL 
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mifnl,  without  refpeA  of  perfoni  on  ettemil  ecemtots,  to  all  that  heartily  love 
bim  ;  and  tbc  poor  among  iticm,as  much  as  the  rich,  arc  members  of  tht  Lord 
of  GJor  y,  "ITiey  (hould  like  wife  recolleft,  that  wickedneft,  oppnrflion,  and 
tyafpberooue  reproaches  on  the  bltflcd  name  of  chrift*  by  w  hich  it  ia  thtir  boo* 
our  to  be  called,  chiefly  feign  among  perfwis  of  rank  and  figure  in  tbe  world; 
and  that,  though  decent  rdpe£t  is  to  be  paid  to  all,  according  to  their -civil  ftst- 
tiofia;  yet  favouring  the  ncJa  rather  than  the  poor,  in  religions  affairs,  orio 
matters  of  right  and  wrong,  h  exceeding  fiufuh  Jt  ia  a  trinfgrejfion  of  tbe 
moral  Uw,  by  a  breach  of  which,  were  it  only  in  one  point,  a  ipaa  becomes 
guilty  of  breaking  its  whole  fyftetn,  and  as  really  a  (Trouts  the  whole  of  ita 
divine  authority,  which  equally  enjoins  obedience  to  every  one  of  its  precepts, 
as  if  he  had  broke  them  all  j  and  it  is  a  direct  viottiion  of  that  noble  com* 
prehrofive  law,  which  requires  us  to  love  our  ueighboursas  ourfrivea;  yen, 
is  utterly  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God* 
which  msy  be  called  the  law  of  liberty,  but  leaves  no  room  for  any  to  exped 
favour  and  mercy  in  the  judgement  of  tbe  great  day*  who  are  not  conftramed  by 
ft*  endearments  to  (hew  love  and  mercy  to  the  poor,  dpecially  of  the  houOiold 
of  faith.  What  fignify  fine  words  of  pity  and  companion,  and  empty 
withes  of  ad  needful  fuppbcsto  hungry  and  naked  Chnftuns*  without -dung 
any  thing  according  to  otir  opportunities  and  abilities,  for  their  relief?  Theyt 
arc  all  mere  pretence  and  hypoprify,  And  mult  we  not,  with  equal  truth,  pro* 
Bounce*  that  all  notions  and  profdTicms  of  faith,  tinkle  it  be  productive  of, 
and  evidenced  by  good  works,  h  a  ram  and  dead  faith  ?  It  can  nertr  be 
proved  to  be  otherwife,  Though  4braham*s  and  RahabJ$  works,  did  not 
juftify  their  perfbns  before  God,  yet  they  juftified  their  faith,  and  fhew’d  it  to 
be  true  and  gtmrne  before  men,  as  it  was  apparently  pnAiral  in  them  fcreral* 
ly ;  but  a  bare  affect  of  the  mind,  without  holy  effects  on  the  bean  and  life*  i« 
no  better  than  the  faith  of  devils,  who  believe  there  is  one  God,  and  tremble  for 
fear  of  him,  as  ail  mere  nottonaJifta  fa  religion  one  day  will.  Upon  the  whofe 
then,  it  mutt  he  concluded  that  faith  without  works  is  as  dead  aud  ofcaftvc  to 
God,  as  any  human  carcafe,  that  has  no  foul  fa  enliven  and  situate  it,  can 
be  to  us,  AjkI  he  is  a  vain  ntUQ  indeed,  who  imagines  that  frieh  a  faith  can 
fave  him* 


CHAP*  HI. 

The  Apofile  cautions  againfi  an  arrogant  affuming  temper  and  lehavi* 
our,  ami  againjl  the  mifchUf  ef  an  urrfanSifred  and  unruly  tongue , 
I  —  f  arid  flews  the  excellency  ef  heavenly  wijdcm,  which  difiovers 
it f elf  in  purity,  meekuefs  and peaccy  in  oppejitim  to  that  which  is 
litigious,  carnal  and  worldly,  14—18, 

Text*  Pirifhrace. 


MY  bre* 

threo  be 
not  many  mwf- 
terv,  knowing 
that  we  fli all  re¬ 
ceive  the  great¬ 
er  evade  mna- 
ivum 


I,  ^  AK  E  heed,  my  ChrifHun  brethren,  left  nu- 
■  ny  of  you  affeft  to  be  (J^**** <)  teachers 
0f  others  without  fuflident  qualifications  for 
it ;  and  much  more,  left  they  give  way,  like  the  Jeiy* 
ifh  doctors,  to  a  magitterial  and  cetiforious  temper  . in 
matters  of  idigion ;  as  being  fully  convinced  that  the 
B  4  morir 


24  Tke  EpijUe  cf  J  2  m  e  $  pqrc.pbr&fed.  Cb.  m« 
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body. 


more  any  of  us  indulge  and  a£l  according  to  it,  the 
greater  will  be  our  fin,  and  the  more  fevere  our  fep* 
ttnee  of  condemnation  at  the  hit  day,  (Mat*  vii*  1-^-5*) 

'  2*  For  it  mull  be  owned  that  all,  even  the  belt  of 
.*  us,  are  daily  guilty  of  many  flip®  and  fails,  that  arc 
o^nyVann^  tables  of  God's  holy  bw,  offen* 

j uti  in  n  word,  live  co  hi:n  and  to  our  fellow  creatures,  which  fhouM 
the  tam?  ;j  a  ninte  us  very  humble  and  modefi  in  our  thoughts  of 
pcrfcet  ms jourfdves,  and  fparing  in  our  ccnfurcs  of  edicts.  But 
bridle  thcivlioU  rf  any  one,  like  David,  (Pf.  *mx.  I.)  is  enabled  to 
t cep  a  bridle  upon  his  tongue,  that  it  utter  tu>  oppro¬ 
brious,  falfc,  or  other  finful  words,  from  a  predomi¬ 
nance  of  any  corrupt  or  exceflivc  paflion;  (fee  ck.  i  21,26.) 
he  is  a  fin  cere  believer  and  fmiihed  Chriftian  ;  (fee  the 
note  on  1  £V.  ii.  6*)  is  a  man  of  rich  attainments  in 
knowledge  ami  experience,  integrity  and  holinds;  and 
is  fit rn idled  with  fuch  divine  aflilhnees,  as  are  fuffLient 
to  curb  all  the  irregularities  of  his  condufl,  and  to 
fpreari  an  amiable  influence  through  all  the  members  of 
bis  body,  ami  the  whole  behaviour  of  his  life,  to  the 
advantage  of  every  religious  and  civil  body  that  he  is 
related  to* 

3.  To  illuftrate  the  benefit  of  a  due  government  of 
the  tongue,  obferve  how  we  deal  with  the  horfes  wc 
ride  upon.  We  do  not  let  them  run  at  random,  but 
bridle  them  with  bits  Eu  their  mouths,  to  check  and 
rellrain  their  metdefomc  Tallies,  and  direft  their  courfe 
that  they  niay  move  according  to  our  plcalure;  and  by 
this  means  we  turn  their  whole  bodies  to  the  right  or  the 
left,  and  into  one  and  another  road,  juft  as  we  think 
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ptoper- 

4.  Obfervc  a! To  how  men  ufe  to  manage  the  Jargeft 
(hips  at  fe;i  in  filling;  which  though  they  are  fuch 
huge  and  fometimes  tofU<}  about  and  driven 

out  of  their  courl'e  by  contrary  and  tempefhious  winds, 
arc  nevmhdrfs  turned,  about  and  rfneded  into  their 
due  hearings  again,  i»y  fa  very  fmall  an  inflrument  as 
the  rudder,  which  way  foever  he  ;>c  the  he!jn  is  minded 
to  fleer  them. 


3  r  fn  the 
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S  fNuiieih  pre.it 

Vow  jttent  3 

aiiaun-  t\  Utile 
ftfe  Jtfmjkllj* 


5,  Ii>  like  manner,  a  man’s  tongue  is  indeed  a  very 
fnvJl  member,  in  compaiifon  with  tile  whole  bulk  of 
his  body  ;  and  a$  i£  is  of  great  nfe,  when  properly  ma¬ 
naged,  under  the  inf.uenec  of  divine  grace,  for  direct- 
i«g  the  whole  fcrfcs  of  life  ;  fo,  if  it  be  left  under  the 
power  and  con  duel-  of  an  unimictined  carnul  heart,  it 
talks  at  an  extravagant  rate  with  all  t ?: e  airs  of  ha ugbt i* 
nefs  and  contempt  of  others.  -And  pray  take  notice 
how,  by  injurious  language,  it,  like  a  (park  0?  fire  in 

ihe 
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the  midft  of  a  combuftible  matter,  kindles  a  terrible 
flame  of  contention  and  confufion  all  around  it. 

6.  And  an  unruly,  furious  and  abufive  tongue  is 

really  one  of  the  word  of  fires ;  it  vents  a  great  deal 
of  Gn ;  is  the  outlet  of  the  whole  foorce  of  wicfcalncfi 
that  lies  in  a  man's  hearty  ( Matth.  xv.  18.)  and  is  the 
caufe  of  abundance  of  iniquity  amongft  others;  fuch  a 
mifehit-vous  and  deftritctive  member  is  this  little  .one 
amid  (l  the  other  members  of  our  bodies,  that,  by  its 
exorbitant  licentioufuejs,  it  fpreads  guilt  and  defile¬ 
ment  through  the  whole  man,  and  kindles  fuch  wrath 
and  anger  in  our  own  and  other  people's  paflions,  as 
throw  the  whole  courfe  of  the  moral  world  into  a  perni¬ 
cious  ferment,  which  runs  through  (™>  r»;  yntntx) 

the  whole  circle  of  every  generation,  and  the  whole  ro¬ 
tation  of  life,  from  youth  to  old  age :  And  as  all  this 
evil  is  of  a  hellilh  nature,  and  is  kindled  and  blown  up 
by  the  diabolical  influence  of  the  accufer  of  the  bre¬ 
thren,  and  father  of  lies ;  fo  the  tongue,  together  with 
the  man  who  lays  no  reftraint  upon  it,  will  at  length  be 
tormented  in  the  unquenchable  flames  of  hell  fire, 
{Luke  ivi.  14.}  and  that  mod  ju/Uy,  fince  foch  a  violent 
tongue  is  more  refractory  and  unmanageable,  than  the 
wildeft  and  fierce  ft  of  all  the  lower  ranks  of  creatures. 

7.  For  all  forts  of  favage  beads  and  wild  fowls,  and 

creeping  animals,  (*p*»ro,)  even  venomous  farpents,  and 
voracious  fifties  and  mooders  of  the  fea,  are 

by  human  labour  and  art  fubdued  and  kept  within 
bounds,  and  have  been  brought  under  confinement  and 
reftraint,  and  mattered  by  mankind,  who  ftill  retain 
fomething  of  the  original  grant  of  dominion  over  them. 
{Cm.  i.  2d.) 

8.  But  when  any  one’s  tongue  launches  out  in  re¬ 
viling*,  falfchoods  and  other  malignant  fpecches,  undei 
the  power  of  ftrong,  furious,  and  vile  paflions,  it  h 
more  untraQable  than  all  thefe ;  no  man  upon  earth 
can  matter  it  by  his  own  power  and  ikiti,  nor  can  any 
other  man  gain  an  entire  conqueft  over  it :  It  is  a  moil 
ungovernably  evil  in  ft  rumen  t,  fphting  out  the  venom 
of  pride,  malice,  envy,  reproach  and  falfchood,  and  al: 
forts  of  wicked nefs,  which  are  as  deftrutlive  to  a  man*: 
own  foul,  and  to  the  welfare  -of  fociety,  as  the  mod 
mortal  poifon  is  to  the  hody  :  The  poifm  o£  afpi,  tht 
mod  di'.fperate  of  all  others,  is  under  fuch  a  mail’s  lips 
{Ro?n.  iii.  13.) 

9.  An  unlanftified  tongue  funs  fo  much  at  random 
that  fame  of  us,  who  as  men,  and  much  more  as  pro- 
failing  Chriftiacs,  ought,  like  David,  to  count  it  oui 

Glory 
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glory,  {Pf.  xxx,  12.)  and  to  employ  it  in  celebrating  the 
praiies  of  the  Lord,  life  it,  one  while,  for  fpeakiog  ho¬ 
nourably  of  God,  praying  to  him,  and  offering  up 
thankfgivings  and  praifesin  public  and  private,  even  to 
the  father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  all  believer? 
in  him,  the  Father  of  Mercies,  and  the  author  of  our 
beings  and  of  all  our  enjoyments ;  and,  at  another  time 
we  ahufe  it,  pouring  out  reviling*  and  horrid  iriiprecar 
tioos  and  curies  upon  our  fellow  creatures,  for  whom 
we  ought  to  have  a  reverence,  as  they  were  originally 
created  after  the  image  of  God,  in  knowledge,  righte- 
oufnels,  and  true  holinefs,  and  are  ftill  formed  after 
bis  likenefs  in  the  natural  faculties  of  their  rational  fouls, 
and  in  their  dominion  over  the  creature  ;  and  are  re¬ 
newed  according  to  his  holy  image  by  regenerating 
grace. 

to+ So  that  out  of  one  and  the  fame  mouth  come 
forth  bleflings  and  praifes  in  one  mood,  and  curfes  in 
another.  Certainly,  my  Chriftian  brethren,  thefe con¬ 
trary  ufes  of  the  fame  tongue  are  monflroufly  incon¬ 
gruous  and  abfurd;  and  ought,  by  no  means,  to  have 
any  place  in  thofe  who  make  a  profeflion  of  Chrift  and 
his  gofpeh 

ji.  They  are  as  utterly  inconfiftcnt  with  true  reli¬ 
gion  and  godlinefs,  as  it  would  be  to  fuppofe  that 
ftreams  of  contrary  qualities  proceed  from  the  fame  o- 
pentng  of  one  fountain.  Did  ye  ever  know?  Or  is  it 
poOible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  one  and  the  fame 
fpring  could  gufh  out  at  the  fame  place,  and  flow  a* 
broad  iu  ftreams  of  water,  fame  of  which  are  quite 
freih,  and  agreeable  to  the  palate,  and  others  entirely 
brack!  fh  and  dtftafleful  ? 

12*  Or  can  a  fig  tree,  my  brethren,  produce  the 
fruit  which  grows  only  upon  olive  trees  ?  Or  was  it  c- 
ver  known,  that  a  grape  vine  brought  forth  figs  ?  Why, 
full  as  inconfiftcnt  is  it  to  fuppofe  that  a  man's  heart, 
the  fountain  from  whence  all  his  words  proceed,  fhould 
freely  and  habitually  vent  itfelf  in  ways  of  talking,  that 
arc  of  as  directly  contrary  a  nature,  as  the  fait  water  of 
the  fea,  and  the  fweet  water  of  the  fineft  fpring  are  one 
to  the  other, 

13.  Vi  ho  is  there  then  among  you,  tbat  would  ap* 
prove  himfelf  to  be  wife  toward  God,  and  for  bimfelf 
and  others  ;  prudent  in  his  conduft  j  and  endued  with 
the  true  knowledge  of  God,  of  Chrift,  and  of  himfelf^ 
and  with  a  fpiritual  difaerning  of  the  abfurdity  and  felf- 
contradiction  of  ihefc  things  /  Let  it  be  his  great  caret 
and  concern,  that,  by  an  honourable  deportment  in  thej 

church! 
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church  and  In  the  world,  he  may  evidently  praftife  all 
manner  of  good  works,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  coo- 
verfation,  with  a  meek  and  humble  ipirit,  which  pro¬ 
ceeds  from,  and  difeovers  the  trueft  wifdom.  - 

14.  But  if,  inftead  of  fuch  a  laudable  temper  and 
behaviour,  ye  give  a  Loofe  to  your  (infill  pafltons  $  and 
your  hearts  are  full  of  envious,  quarrel  fomc  and  conten¬ 
tious  difpofitions  and  defigns,  which'  are  a  bitter  tor¬ 
ment  to  your  own  fouls,  and,  when  breaking  out  in 
words,  are  grievoufly  (tinging  and  wounding  to  others : 
Never  be  fond  or  boalf  of  fuch  a  malignant  temper, 
that  is  (o  dircfliy  contrary  to  the  meek  and  humble 
fpirit  of  the  gofpc! ;  nor  dare  to  conceive,  or  utter  any 
falfehood  to  put  a  6ne  glob  upon  it  •>  nor  make  any 
hypocritical  pretences  to  fincerity  or  prudence  in  fuch  a 
courfe  of  life. 

^Whatever  any  may  think  of  it,  let  me  tell  you, 
that  this  fort  of  pretended  wifdom  does  not  come  from 
heaven,  nor  is  God  the  author  of  it;  hue  it  proceeds 
entirely  from  an  cxcefs  of  earthly  and  fenfual  propen- 
fions  to  the  things  of  this  world,  which  unregenerate 
men  are  under  the  power  of ;  and  is  excited  by  the  de¬ 
vil  bimfelf,  bears  his  image,  pleafes  him,  and  pro¬ 
motes  his  intends  and  defigns  for  doing  mifchief.r 

16.  For  wherever  an  envious,  cenforious,  and  liti¬ 
gious  fpirit  is  indulged,  and  breaks  forth  from  the  heart 
through  the  lip%,  its  natural  tendency,  and  ordinary 
effe£f,  is  nothing  but  didurbance  and  ddlruCtion  to  the 
peace  and  happinefs  of  a  man’s  own  foul,  and  of  all  a* 
bout  him,  together  with  every  other  kind  of  iniquity 
and  calamity. 

17.  But  the  wifdom  that  is  heavenly  and  divine,  as 
coming  down  from  the  Father  of  Light j,  (Chap.  i.  17.) 
and  tending  to  heavenly  happinefs,  is  jult  the  reyerfe 
of  all  this :  It  has,  in  the  firft  place,  a  drift  regard  to 
purity  of  do&rine  and  manners  in  heart,  fpeech,  and 
behaviour;  and  then,  as  far  as  is  confident  with  truth 
and  holinefs,  it  Rudies  the  things  that  make  for  peace; 
and  in  order  thereunto,  it  clifpofes  the  foul  to  be  mild 
and  courteous  in  its  treatment  of  others,  and  in  meek- 
nefs  to  faJlrvQ  tbo/e  that  oppofe  them/elves ;  {2  Tim.it. 
24.  25.)  and  to  be  cafify  perfuaded  to  all  that  is  good, 
to  be  open  to  conviction,  and  attend  to  all  reafonable 
confnierations  for  condefcenfion  and  forbearance;  ital- 
fo  abounds  in  acts  of  kindnefs  and  companion  to  the 
poor  and  a  (Sifted,  and  in  every  other  fruit  of  righte- 
cufnefs ;  together  with  a  generofity  that  has  no  rjefpcff 
of  perfons,  and  that  lays  a  tide  all  ftvetity  and  partiality 
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in  judging  and  condemning  other*  »  and  with  a  lincc- 
rity  that  is  free  from  ctiffimulation.  {Rom*  xii*  9.) 

18,  And  the  principle,  prod u Give  of  this  righteous 
behaviour,  is  Town*  like  good  feed,  in  the  peace  of  a 
believer’s  own  mind,  and  of  Kid  ChriBian  brethren,  and 
of  the  world  all  around  him,  as  in  a  fertile  foil;  and 
fhali  be  reaped  in  a  plentiful  harveft  of  profperiry  here, 
and  for  ever  hereafter,  by  thofe*  who,  in  a  way  of  fpt- 
ritual  wifdom,  are  difpofed  unto,  and  hy  themfdve* 
out  in  promoting,  fuch  a  pure  and. holy  peace. 


recollections. 

What  tittife  have  we  to  be  raodeft  and  humble,  itiftead  of  indulging  an  arro- 
pnt  and  cenforoua  temper  towards  our  Cbriftian  brethren,  while  we  confider, 
in  how  many  things  we  all  offend  againft  God  and  them  !  And  what  an  aggra¬ 
vation  would  inobfervance  of  our  own  and  feverity  on  others  faults  bet 
of  fclf-condtmnaticn  at  the  great  day  !  How  important  is  a  due  government  of 
of  the  tongue!  be  that  obtains  help  fronv  God  to  rule  Lis  own  tongue  is  a  great 
proficient  in  religion,  and  well  qualified  for  ordering  his  whole  converf&tion  a- 
fight*  Though  the  moft  mettejfome  horfesare  governed  by  a  bit  and  bridle,  and 
the  largeft  fldpa,  when  driven  by  contrary  and  boifterous  winds,  are  redu¬ 
ced  to  their  proper  cootie  by  a  finall  rudder  ;  and  the  moft  wild  and  lavage  a- 
uimaTs  of  tbe  earth,  air,  and  fea,  may  be,  and  have  been  brought  into  fnhjecLion 
by  humane  art;  yet  no  man  ot  himfelf  can  get  fach  a  maftery  over  bt$  tongue,  as 
thoroughly  to  bridle  its  exerfs ;  nor  can  any  other  man  effectually  cure  its  ma¬ 
lignity-  Though  it  be  but  a  little  member,  and  if  well  managed,  is  of  great 
ufc  ;  yet  when  it  flies  out  into  bitter  expreffions,it  is  an  unruly  evil,  and  is  tike 
a  fpark  of  fire  that  fets  abundance  of  combuftible  matter  into  a  flame.  It  it 
indeed  the  worft  of  fire,  that  fpreads  confufion*  defilement  and  deftrnftkm 
through  the  whole  man,  and  amongft  all  around  him ;  derives  its  original  from 
bell ;  and  la  in  danger  of  everlalHng  fire,  without  one  drop  of  water  to  cool  it* 
But  Q  how  monftruoufly  abfurd,  and  incontinent  is  it  for  the  lame,  month  to 
utter  thepraifes  of  God,  and  horrid  imprecations  upon  men  that  are  formed 
after  his  image  !  This  is  as  dirttily  contrary  to  the  Chriflian  character,  as  it 
would  be  to  fuppofc  that  one  and  the  fame  fountain  can  fend  forth  fweet  and 
bitter,  frefli  and  (alt  water  at  the  fame  opening;  or  that  a  fig-tree  can  bear  o- 
fives,  or  a  vine  figs.  If  therefore  the  heart  and  tongue  are  full  of  envy*  ammo- 
fity  and  angry  contentions,  we  ought  to  be  alhamed,  inltcad  of  glorying  in  them. 
For  if  any,  that  boajt  of  their  wifdom,  give  way  to  thefe  pernicious  evils,  it  19 
all  a  falfe  pretence ;  it  U  only  the  wtfdom  of  the  Hcfh ,  which  proceeds  from 
earthly  and  fenfunl  paffions  and  appetites,  and  U  propagated  by  the  devil  him- 
fdf  after  his  own  Skcnefe.  Hut  he  who,  with  a  meek  and  humble  fpirit#  walks 
honourably,  as  hecomcs  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  is  endued  with  the  molt  excellent 
wifttom  and  fpiritual  utiderftandjng*  This  man’s  wiftJom  has  its  original  from 
heaven,  and  (half  iflue  in  hravenly  happinefs;  it  has  a  ftriA  regard  to  purity 
in  principle  and  praAice;  and  then,  in  full  confiftency  with  this,  It  (Indies  the 
thmgs  that  make  for  peace  with  all  affability,  and  perfwadeabknefa  to  every 
thing  that  is  right;  and  abounds  in  compaffion  to  the  afSi&ed,  and  in  all  bene¬ 
ficence,  as  occafions  require,  without  any  partial  rtfpeA  of  perfons,  or  hypocri¬ 
tical  pretences  to  more  than  wc  really  mean*  And  O  tbe  htefted  fruit  of  fuch 
a  wife  and  holy  deportment !  They,  who  thus  ftudy  and  endeavour  to  promote 
this  excellent  fort  cf  profprrity  and  peace,  are  therein  Towing  feed,  which  will 
(prieg  up  to  their  own  comfort  here,  and  cverlafting  joy  hereafter, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

“The  Apofik  cautions  ogoinfi  corrupt  affeSHons,  as  the  root  ef  ware 
and  quarrels,  and  the  bane  of  prayer and  againfi  an  inordinate 
love  (f  this  world,  as  enmity  with  God  who  gives  grace  to  the  hum- 
hie,  i  -—6.  Dire£ls  proud  and  carnal pr<f effort  to  fiibmit  and  betake 
tbemfelves  to  God,  and  rtfift  the  devil ,  ana  to  abandon  and  lament 
their  fvful  courfes,  in  order  to  their  being  exalted,  7*— io.  and  ex¬ 
horts  all  profrjflng  Chriftians  to  /peak  candidly  one  of  another ,  and 
to  undertake  no  affairs  of  life  without  a  confiant  regard  to  the  will 
and  providence  of  God.  ll — 1 7. 

Text.  Paraphrase. 


From 

whence 
amt  wap a  and 
fightings  among 
joni  C4mc  they 
nut  hence. 
evm  of  your 
lofts,  that  war 
in  your 
hml 


t.  A  S  I  would  fain  excite  you  toa  juft  abhorrence 
A\  of  the  evils  that  lie  in  oppofition  to  the  peace 
■*  hut  now  recommended,  (chap.  iii.  18.)  Let 
me  a  Ik  you,  and  leave  the  anfwcr  to  your  own  cDn- 
fciences,  Wbat  is  it  that  gives  rife  to  and  foments  the 
dreadful  contentions,  aoimofities  and  broils  that  have 
(pread  lb  much  mifery  and  confufion  among  mankind 
and  tvrofefling  Chriftians,  as  they  have  among  yon  of 
the  Jewifli  nation  ?  t  Does  not  the  root  and  fource  of 
them  all  lie  in  your  corrupt  aflc&ions,  fuch  as  pride, 
envy,  covctoufnefe,  and  an  immoderate  thirft  after  do¬ 
minion  over  others,  or  after  the  riches,  honours,  or 
pleafures  of  . this  world,  each  of  which  intemperate  ap¬ 
petites  contend  for  die  mattery  in  all  the  powers  of 
yonr  fouls,  and  over  all  the  members  of  your  bodies, 
(fee  the  note  on  Rom.  vii.  5.)  and  all  together  war 
againft  them,  to.  their  defilement,  injury  and  ruin,  and 
agaioft  the  didates  of  reafon,  religion  and. confcience, 
and  even  againft  the  fpirit  of  God  himfclf  in  his  holy 
operations  l 

2 .  Te 


N  O  T  R, 

f"  Some  b&ve  thought  that  the  a*  c  Spies*  and  mule  tliem  LoHs  of  the  uai* 

po&lc  here  refers  to  the  (editions*  tn-  verfe* - But  as  the  national  ware 

mutts  and  wars  that  raged  about  this  were  in  JvJe*t  and  are  fnppofcri  to  have 
time  atoong  the  Jtw  in  their  quarrel*  teen  after  the  time  of  writing  this  a* 
one  with  another,  and  rebellions  a-  pi  flic,  we  may  rather  rmderltaud  the 
gaiajfttlie  to  throw  off  their  apMxle  to  fpeak  of  contentions  and 

yufcc,  and  obtain  to  thtmfejvcs  that  quarrels  in  gcntnl,  winch  on  various 
temporal  dominion,  which  they  vainly  oecalions  prevailed  among  the  Jrt&fJb 
Imagined  they  had  a  divine  right  te;  profcflVs  of  Chriliianity ;  and,  ala*! 
and  that  fame  Jrnrffi  Chriftians  joined  have  iadly  broke  out  among  other  pro- 
therein  from  their  carnal  notions  of  fclTur*  of  it,  all  along*  in  public  and  pri- 
tfce  Media h,  as  though  he  w$ro  to  fee  vate  life,  to  this  very  day; 
up  a  temporal  kingdom  among  hi*  dlf- 


•30 

2  Ye  luft,  and 
fiave  n«t  i  ye 
kilt,  and  dcftrc 
to  ha  re,  acid  can* 
not  obtain*  ye 
fight  and  war, 

JetyehaT*  net, 

btcaufc  ye  a  Ik 
not* 


3  Ye  ajk,  and 
receive  nor,  be- 
citifry*  aik  a- 
mile,  that  ye 
mmy  con  fume  it 
top  an  your  ialtf. 


4  Ye  adulter* 
era,  ondadalu* 
rcflcs,  know  ft 
not  that  the 
fnmdfliipof  the 
world  U  enmity 
with  God  i 
Whofocver 
therefore  will 
be  a  friend  of 
the  world,  b 
the  enemy  of 
God, 


5  Do  ye  think 
that  the  ferip* 
tare  faith  in 
Tain,  The  fyi* 


73*  Epifllc  of  James  pdrapbrdfech  Ch.  #», 

2.  Ye  inordinately  defire  and  purfue  a  gratification 
of  your  guilty  patfjaus ;  and  cannot  compafs  yonr  cri¬ 
minal  defigns :  ye  are  ready  to  devour  one  another  ; 
and  have  an  envious  reach  (£«»*)  after  the  pofTeflions 
of  others  \  and  are  not  able  (<»" ■%*»)’  to  gain  the  ad¬ 
vantages,  which  ye  lo  greedily  covet;  much  lefs  can 
ye  find  yoar  happiaefe  iit  thefn  :  Ye  dill  continue  to 
feme  and  contend  furiouOy  for  victory,  wealth  and 
grandeur  s  and  yet  fait  of  obtaining  jour  own  ends, 
and  fb  meet  with  perpetual  difappointments;  becaufe 
ye  do  not  ferioufly  alk  counfel  of  God  to  dired  your 
way,  as  to  what  ye  ought  tp  do,  and  to  fucceed  your 
attempts,  as  far  as  they  may  be  agreeable  to  his  wifi. 

3.  Or,  if  at  any  time  ye  pray  for  peofperity  in  your 
affairs,  your  prayers  arc  not  anfwercd ;  becaufe  your 
principles,  motives  and  ends,  in  afking  the  things  you 
would  have,  are  all  wrong ;  not,  as  they  ought  to  be, 
that  ye  may  ufe  them  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  yonr 
■  own  and  others  real  good,  bat  that  ye  may  riot  upon 
them,  and  fpend  them  in  a  profufe  indatgence  to  your 
own  vanity,  ambition  and  luxury,  which  is  very  offen- 
five  to  God, 

4.  Whofoever  ye  he,  whether  of  the  male,  or  female 
fex,  that  under  a  religious  character,  as  God’s  cove¬ 
nant-people,  have  fuch  eager  appetites  after  the  plea* 
furcs  and  enjoyments  of  this  world,  as  alienate  your 
hearts  from  him,  ye  are  guilty  of  no  lefs  fin  tb‘ao  fpi- 
ritual  adultery,,  in  admitting  a  competitor  with  him,  ter 
whom  ye  are  vififcly  betrothed,  as-your  fpiritual  huf- 
band.  Do  you  not  under  (land  and  consider  To  plain  a 
point  as  this,  that  an  exce/Tirc  fondnefc  for  the  great 
and  good  things  of  this  world,  and  a  conformity  tor 
worldly-minded  men  in  following  their  Anhui  courfes 
to  ingratiate  yourfelves  with  them,  and  to  obtain  thofe 
things,  ftand  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  holy  nature 
and  will  of  God,  and  are  utterly  incontinent  with  that 
fupreme  love  and  affe&ion  which  yc  owe  to  him  ? 
(1  John  ii.  I  y.  r6.)  Whoever  therefore  is  fo  attached 
to  the  things  of  this  world,  as  to  place  his  chief  hap- 
pinds  in  them,  and  will  court  the  friendfliipof  the  men 
of  this  world,  at  any  rate,  to  procure  them,  is  in  heart 
an  enemy  to,  inftead  of  a  friend  and  lover  of  God,  and 
takes  the  part  of  his  adversaries,  in  Read  of  fiditig  with 
Him. 

5.  Are  ye  lb  vain  as  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  Teftamem  Rand  on  record  to  no  good  pur* 
pofe,  or  arc  not  worth  regarding,  which  ftrongly  re* 

moa' 
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tit  tlat  dwll- 
eili  tt|  at  InAeth 

40  IDT j? 


6  Bat  h*gir-» 
t£Ji  tf  one  grace. 
Wbcrffijfc  kt 
Ctttiw  God  rc- 

fifUrittheprood, 
botgiTctb^race 
unto  tha  bnaa- 

kit. 


mon  fixate,  in  many  pa  Sages,  againft  pride,  envy,  co- 
vetoufnefe,  and  the  like,  and  which  give  us  fuch  a  view 
of  the  corruption  of  human  nature,  as  Jhewa.  that  the 
temper,  which  abides  and  powerfully  world  in  us,  'dll 
we  are  renewed  by  Grace,  is  lb  impetuous  and  ambiti- 
ou$  in  its  purfuits  after  earthly  things,  as  to  carry  the 
foul  into  envious  thoughts  of  thofe  that  have  more  of 
them,  than  we  bate  onrielves  t  ?  Or,  on  the  contrary, 
do  ye  vainly  imagine,  that  the  (pint  of  God  which 
dwells  in  ns,  who  are  true  Believers,  excites  fuch  a  car* 
nal  worldly  dilpofltion  in  us  ?  No,  this  cannot  be  the 
nature,  tendency,  or  defign  of  his  holy  influence  upon 
us- 

6,  But,  on  the  contrary,  in  whorafoever  the  Spirit 
dwells,  he,  or  God  by  him,  gives  them  fuch  a  gracious 
intprelfion  as  tends  to  humility,  felf-  denial,  love  and 
alt  goodnefs  »  and  gives  a  greater  abundance  of  it,  than 
to  leave  them  under  the  power  of  any  corrupt  affections. 
Therefore,  to  encourage  their  hopes  and  prayers  for  all 
needful  a fli fiances,  he  fpeaks  in  his  holy  word,  (Pf. 
tviii.  ay.  and  Prov.  Hi.  34.  and  axis.  23,}  as  our  blef- 
fcd  Lord  himfelf  alfo  doth,  [M&tth.  xxiii.  12,  and 
Luke  xviii.  14.)  to  this  effc£t,  God  lets  himfelf,  as  it 
were  is  battle  a  ray,  (wmiffiw)  with  indignation 
and  difiJain,  againft  thofe  that  are  'ambitious  and 
haughty,  felf-couceited  and  fclf-fufliciem,  as  placing 
their  confidence  and  happinefs  in  the  things  of  this  lifev 
or  in  their  own  wifdom,  or  Arengtb,  or  dderft  j  be 
drives  them  away  from  his  gracious  prefence,  who 
thus  fet  themfclves  againft  him  $  and  defeats  their  aims 
at  honour  and  efteem  among  men.  But  he  extends 
bis  favour  to,  and  be  flows  bis  fpccial  grace,  with  grow¬ 
ing  ftrength  and  vigour,  upon  the  lowly  in  heart,  who 
have  fuch  bumbling  thoughts  of  themfelves,  and  of 
the  emptineft  and  vanity  of  all  creature- enjoyments,  as 
to  place  their  hope  hud  happinefs  intirely  in  him,  (See 

PT9V. 


.  _  .  NOTE. 

4  By  tie  fpirit  that  fmtii  />  m  Tow  it  antrie  hy  Epittt,  Parent,  and  ottert. 

fcnrierdstnd  tie  canupt  iifpe jit  tort.  And  if  the  Lji  ut'  tide  interpretation* 
vbkli  it  itttnlljf  to  eur  hearts;  and  be  admitted,  whUli  is  ftipnortcrt  hy 
Others.  tie  Spirit  af  ffi*4  who  it  ofted  tritidlim  in  Ghjjini,  and  Dr.  Wit  thy, 
laid  to4atr/i  in  true  belketr*.  If  we  then  the  relative  be,  at  the  beginning  of 
take  it  in  the  firfi  fmf«,  the  whole  the  next  verfe,  refer,  to  the  fpirit,  t»e  to 
verfe  ir  to  be  ednfidered  at  eat  qgc  £7*4  *cr.  4  as  working  by  him.  But 
ftioo ;  or  if  we  would  take  it  ittit)*/,  which  ever  of  thefc  ways  we  *»  into 
it  melt  be  divided  iote  /we,  u  In  the  for  explaining  . the  word#,  wie/  tie 
paraph  rale;  one  ar  other  of  which  ip~  Scripture  fa  ft  ffcemt  not  to  refer  to  any 
pears  u>  be  the  weft  probable  fttft  a*  particular  jKilCag*,  bat  to  the  doctrine 
tofttg  the  nunteruus  obfairt  of  the  Old  Teitainont,  as  that  may  bo 

eattunt  tliat  hare  been  fli  ten  of  this  gathered  from  many  plates,  which  ut 
verfe,  a  very  large  coUcgcwi  of  which  recited  by  Partm, 
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7  Submit  y»or* 
tdv«j  thefclire 
to  God-  Refill 
the  dev  it  and 
he  will  fiee  from 
yt>u* 


I  Draw  nigh 
toGodj  and  he 
wHi  dfaw  nigh 
to  you*  Cleanic 
ytur  hand«j  ye 
finnen,  and  pu¬ 
rity  jrfwr  hearts 
ye  doable  mind¬ 
ed. 


The  Epifile  of  James  parapbrafed* 

Prov .  iii.  34.)  So  that  tothofe,  to  whom  he  has  given 
the  grace  of  humility^  he  gives  /till  more  grace  of  every 
kind,  according  to  their  wants  and  defires  ;  and  exalts 
them  in  his  favour,  and  in  the  eyes  of  all  good  mem 
(wr  10*) 

7,  In  humble  dependence  therefore  on  hi$  free  favour 
and  gracious  influence,  yield  themfelves  up,  with  an 
obediential  and  unreferved  fubje&ion,  to  the  guidance 
and  difpofals,  authority  and  will  of  God,  as  nrumfelted 
by  his  word  and  providence;  and  be  content  with 
fiich  things  as  ye  have*  Whatever  Satan  may  fugged 
againftthis;  or  whatever  attempts  he  may  make  by 
his  fabric  devices^  or  fiery  darts,  to  difhearten  you  in, 
or  draw  you  oft' from,  the  way  of  duty,  give  no  place 
to  him;  ( Eph .  iv,  27.)  but  hi ftong  m  the  Lord%  and 
in  the  power  ef  hit  mighty  and  pvt  on  the  whole  ar- 
maur  f  Cod ,  that  ye  may  bt  able  to  ivithftand9  and  rr- 
fifi  him  JledfaJlly  in  the  faith}  (Lph.  vi.  10.  11.  13. 
and  1.  Fee.  v.  t>.)  and  be  will  flee  from  you,  like  a 
vanquiihcd  enemy  that  dares  no  longer  to  encounter 
you* 

8*  And  as  ever  ye  would  cffe£tually  maintain  your 
ground,  prevail  again  ft  him,  and  get  rid  of  all  his 
temptations.  Be  earned  And  importunate  in  humble 
and  fiducial  approaches  to  God,-  through  Chrift,  011  a 
throne  of  Grace,  in  a  way  of  dutyy  and  he  will  certain¬ 
ly  come  near  to  you  in  a  way  of  mercy  and  faitbfutnefsj 
for  your  dire&ion,  relief  and  comfort,  according  to  his 
promife*  (Jer*  xxfa*  13*)  And  whereas  fume  among 
you  have,  through  the  fpggeftions  of  Satan  and  your 
own  evil  hearts,  become  grievous  Tinners  before  God, 
fee  that  you  wafh  your  hands  in  innocence,  and  fo  com- 
pafs  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  ( Pf  xxvi.  6.)  lifting  up  bo * 
ly  bands  in  your  prayers,  without  wrath  and  doubting  $ 
(r  Tim.  ii*  8-)  and  remember  that  if  ye  rrgard  iniqub* 
ty  in  your  heart j,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  you*  [Pf  Ixvi* 
18.)  Beg  of  him  therefore  to  enable  you  to  clcanfc  your 
hands  from  violence  and  blood,  extortion  and  bribes, 
and  every  other  fin,  with  which  they  have  been  de¬ 
filed  :  and  to  purge  your  hearts  from  pride,  covetouf- 
nets,  envy,  and  the  whole  fburce  of  iniquity,  which 
work  within  you,  that  ye  may  abhor,  renounce,  and 
utterly  depart  from  them  ;  and  may  be  fo-  thoroughly 
reformed  in  heart  and  life,  as  to  behave  no  longer  like 
double-minded  profdTors,  whofe  thoughts  and  Cervices 
are  divided  between  God  and  the  world,  [Chap*  u  8. 
fee  the  paraphrafe  there* 


Ch.  if. 


9  Be 

rdp  it  id  mourn* 
mid  w*#p :  let 
Youriau^iiter  be 
tnr  ned  totnourn- 
i  hjj,  and  jonr 
Joy  ia  Jiavi^ 
ndV. 


iq  Humble 
▼<uir(Vlv^ii>  the 
ii^'it'iftheLord 
*:itl  he  Jimll  lift 
jeu  up. 


rr  Speak  not 
evil  one  of  ano- 
t  It cr,  brethren. 
Me  that  fpetik- 
rtli  evil  *t'  hit 
brother*  and 
j.ntiTCth his  bnt- 
l!«*r  fp^aketh 
evil  of  the  lanr* 
^fidjud^th  the 
l\'*t  but  if  thou 
^ict^e  the  laMF* 
thnu  art  jvk  a 
<taer  of  the  law* 
b^it  a  judge. 


1 2  There  h 
one  lawgiver, 
who  Li  able  to 
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.  9,  In  ferious  reflection  upon  all  your  abominations* 
let  your  fouls  be  deeply  imprefled  with  penitential 
t  forrow*  as  thofc  that  fincerdy  and  bitterly  lament*  and 
weep  over  them,  and  for  the  iniferies  they  have  brought 
upon  yon,  or  expofed  you  to;  Let  all  your  jollity,  mirth 
and  gaiety,  which  ye  have  lhamefully  indulged  in  gra¬ 
tifying  your  fenfual  appetites,  be  turned  into  ingenuous 
and  evangelical  mournings ;  and  all  your  carnal  pieafure 
into  a  religious  grief  and  fadnefs  of  heart,  on  account  of 
your  provocations,  and  for  fear  of  God's  judgements. 

xc.  in  this  manner,  by  yourfelvcs  at  the  foot  of  tiod 
with  tbe  lowefl  proftmtkm  and  fdf-abafenieru,  as  of¬ 
fenders  of  his  facred  Majelty,  and  with  an  affecting 
conviction  that  he  knows  your  hearts  and  principally 
looks  at  them,  and  obferves  all  the  fecret  working$~o£ 
corruption,,  on  one  hand,  and  ofccu^ite  for  row  on  the 
other*  that  pafs  within  them;  And  he*  in  his  own 
time  and  way,  will  revive  your  drooping  fouls  with  a 
fenfe  of  his  pardoning*  and  with  recovering  grace; 
will  raife  you  up  above  all  your  fears  and  troubles*  tem¬ 
poral  and  fpiritualj  and  will  exatt  you  to  honour  a* 
mong  his  people  in  this  world,  and  to  immortal  glory 
in  the  world  to  come * 

1 1.  But  to  return  to  the  vices  of  the  tongue*  {Chap* 
Hi,  5,  &c.)  Be  very  cautious,  my  brethren  in  the  Lord* 
of  cenfucing  and  reviling  one  another,  or  of  aggravat¬ 
ing  and  needled  y  expofing  each  other's  faults ;  and 
much  more  of  railing  and  propagating  falfe  reports  to 
the  prejudice  of  fellow  Chriftians :  For  he  that  danders 
his  Chi iftian  brother*  to  whom*  as  fuch,  he  ought  to 
be  rnoft  kindly  affectionate,  and  that  takes  upon  him- 
fdf  rafhly  to  judge  and  condemn  him*  without  any  juft 
caufe*  or  for  things  which  are  lawful  to  him*  reproach¬ 
es  the  law  of  God  it  fdf;  and  prafticatly  arraigns  and 
condemns  the  wifdom*  equity*  holinefs  and  goodnefs* 
both  of  the  law,  which  allows  of  the  things  he  con¬ 
demns*  and  of  the  law,  which  requires  him  to  love  bis 
neighbour  as  bzmjelf ,  (Chap,  ii,  8.)  and  forbids  his^o- 
ing  up  and  drum  as  a  tale-bearer  among  his  people  * 
(Lev*  xix.  irt*}  and  T*{h\y  judging  others,  left  be  him- 
/elf  be  judged*  (Match,  vii*  i.)  But  if  any  of  you  pre¬ 
tend  tofet  up  for  cenfors  of  the  law  itfclf,  you  do  not 
aft  the  part  of  a  fubjeft  in  obeying  its  commands*  but 
afi'ume  to  yourfelf  the  authority  of  a  judge*  which  do 
not  belong  to  you* 

ji.  To  convince  you  of  (he  evil  of  this,  confiderthat 
there  is  only  one  author  and  giver  of  the  law,  and  none 
but  he  has  authority  to  enact  ami  execute  it,  relating 
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faver  and  to  de- 
ftroy,  TlTio  art 
thou  that  jwdg- 
•Jt  uuKhcf  ? 


tJ  G*  to  nov, 
Je  thar  fry,  to- 

dayortontorrow 
xsrc  will  go  int» 
fitch  a  city*  and 
toQTinuc  there 
a  jcari  aod  buy* 
and  fell,  aod- get 
gainr 


1 4  Whereat 
ye  know  not 
what  Jb  itl  H  on 
the  moiTow. 
fn^bat  favour L 
life  i  Jt  it  even 
a  vapour  that 
appearttl]  for  a 
little  time,  and 
then  vanifliech 
ftwny. 


r|  For  that 
Tr  to  fay, 

if  the  Lord  will* 
»c  fliall  Itve 
and  do  this,  or 
that. 
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to  religion  and  confcience :  He  therefore  has  the  foie 
right  of  being  the  lord  and  judge  of  his  own  law  ;  and 
he  alone  is  able  to  diftribute  its  rewards  to  the  .wrong* 
fully  accufed,  in  a  temporal  and  eternal  falvation ;  and 
its  pumfhments  to  unchartrable  condemned,  in  prefent 
and  everlaiting  deitruflion.  Who  then  are  yon,  a  poor, 
-vain,  weak  and  fallible,  yea,  fmful  creature,  chat  you 
fhould  take  upon  you  to  judge  and  condemn  any  one, 
who  is  accountable  only  to  his  own  Lord  and  Matter, 
and  mutt,  be  fared,  or  loll  for  ever,  according  to  the 
fentencc  he  (hall  pals  upon  him  ?  (Rs» i.  xiv.  4.} 

13.  Let  me  now  a  little  expottulate  with  thofe  of  you 
that  are  fo  worldly-minded,  andfo  though tlefs  of  God 
and  his  providence,  as  to  promife  yourfcfves  long  life 
and  profperity  upon  earth,  and  fay,  with  a  peremptory 
air  of  felf*fuOit'iency  and  independent  confidence,  we 
will  gS  to-day  or  to-morrotf,  or  whenever  we  pleafe,  to 
this  Or  the  other  trading  city  j  and  there  we  will  ftay  a 
eonfiderable  time,  and  (if  need  be)  for  a  whole  year 
together,  and  purfue  our  traffic  or  merchandize  in  buy* 
ing  and  foiling  various  forts  of  goods,  and  fo  enrich 
ourfelves  by  our  own  wififom,  care  and  diligence. 

14.  This  is  all  prefumptuous,  irreligious,  not  to  fay 
atheittical  language,  in  the  hearts  or  mouths  of  fuch 
frail  mortals  as  ye  are,  who,  together  with  all  your  af¬ 
fairs,  are  in  a  precarious  filiation,  ever  liahle  to  num- 
berlefs  disappointments,  and  entirely  dependent  on  the 
fovereign  will  and  providence  of  God,  and  know  not 
what  a  day  may  bring  forth,  what  turn  yourcircum- 
ttarjccs  may  take,  or  whether  ye  yourfdves  fhould  be  in 
the  land  of 'the  living  another  day  :  For,  pray  confider, 
what  is  your  life  itfelf,  that  ye  fhould  talk  with  fuch 
confident  aflu ranee  of  wbat  ye  will  do  for  time  to  come  ■ 
Ye  have  no  fecurity  for  any,  the  leatt  continuance  of 
it,  winch  may  fuddenly  and  nnawares  be  cut  off  j 
much  lefs  can  ye  be  fore  of  opportunity  and  ability  to 
eompafs  your  defigns,  one  day  or  moment  heyond  the 
prefent.  Your  breath  is  in  your  nottrils,  and  your  life, 
with  all  th.it  depends  upon  it  relating  to  this  world,  may 
welt  be  compared  to  a  fleeting  vapour,  which  rifos  from 
the  earth  or  from  water,  and  is  viable  for  a  little  while, 
and  then  is  immediately  icactercd  and  loft  in  the  atmo* 
fphere,  and  is  fecit  no  more. 

15.  A  contrary  way  of  thinking  and  fpea king  there¬ 
fore  becomes  your  and  whatever  fc hemes  or  projects 
ye  have  formed,  and  would  purfue,  it  ought  always  to 
be  with  this  humble  and  neceflary  previ/o,  ifit  lhall 
pleafe  God  to  favour  our  views,  we  (hall  continue  in 
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16  But  now 
ye  rejoice  in 
yrtur  headings. 
AH  fuel*  rejoi* 
ciug  is  evil. 


17  Therefore 
to  him  that 
keowdth  to  do 
gooJ,  and  doth 
k  not.  to  him 
it  k  An. 


life  For  difeharging  the  duties  of  our  Rations  5  and  then. 
In  a  dependence  on  his  guidance,  aiTiftancc  and  bleiTing, 
we  intend  to  traufact  this  and  the  other  bufmefe,  which 
by  his  will  we  nuy;bave  opportunity  and  ability  to  engage 
in  i  (till  leaving  events  with  him,  -who  is  our  life,  ajid 
the  length  of  our  iiijs  ;  in  titbofe  hand  it  our  breathy 
and  vthofe  are  all  our  ways,  (Dcut.  xxx.  20.  and 
Dan.  v.  23.) 

16.  But  now,  inftead  of  talking  in  this  humble  crea- 
turely  and  ChrUlian-like  (train,  Which  is  fo  honourable 
to  God.  and  (unable  to  your  (tate  of  unworthinefs,  and 
of  intire  dependence  upon  him  for  life  and  breathy  and 
all  things,  (AGs  xvii.  2j.)  Thofc  of  you  that  leave 
him  out  of  your  thoughts,  and  of  your  fecular  employ¬ 
ments,  in  the  manner  but  now  mentioned,  glory  ia  your 
own  fufficigncy,  which  ye  fpcaltof.  with  a  boa  fling  air 
of  felf- confidence, .  Alas  !  all  fiRSi  fort  of  glorying  is 
very  (hamefnl;  it  is  abominable  and  foolilh.  injurious 
to  yourfelvea,  and  a  bad  example  to  others ;  and  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  fiuful  and  aiTrontive  to  God,  vjhafe  kingdom 
rules  over  ail:  (Pf.  ctii.  >9  )  And  were  ye  to  refleft 
ferioufly  upon  it,  yonr  own  confcienccs,  as  profefling 
Chriftians,  could  not  but  tell  you  that  it  is  fo. 

17.  This  therefore  is  a  high  aggravation  of  your 
crime,  fince  in  this,  as  well  as  all  other  cafes,  the  man 
who  knows  what  is  dght  and  good,  acceptable  to  God, 
and  fuitable  to  the  relation  he  (lands  in  to  him,  and 
yet  a£b  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  light,  thereby 
renders  his  fin  abundantly  greater,  and  more  inexcul- 
ablc  and  (elf-condemning,  than  theirs  who  do  the  fame 
thing,  but,  through  mere  ignorance,  have  no  notion  of 
the  evil  of  it,  to  reftrain  them  from  it;  and  the  Cnner, 
againft  the  convictions  of  his  own  confcicnce,  (hall  be 
more  feverely  puuithed  chan  others  in  the  great  day  of 
account.  (See  Lukexii.  of.  48.) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Alas !  What  dreadful  work  do  thelufts  of  pride,  covetoufncfs  and  envy  make 
in  the  world !  Hence  proceed  wars,  and  all  manner  of  difeords  thntare  deltruc- 
live  to  civil  and  religion*  fociety,  and  to  a  man's  own  foul;  They  carry  him  in¬ 
to  wicked  delircs  anti  attempts,  which  can  turn  to  no  good  account ;  and  ei¬ 
ther  make  him  caft  olf  prayer,  or  prevuht  its  ends  ill  aiting  temporal  advanta¬ 
ges,  that  he  may  gratify  his  own  corruptions,  iiitlcad  of  glorifying  God,  and 
doing  good  With  them.  No  wonder,'  that  fiich  carnal  prayers  arc  not  anfwer- 
cd.— O  what  in  enemy  to  God,  and  adulterous  difalTcAion  to  him  in  profefliirs 
of  his  name,  is  aa  excellive  fondnefs  for  any  thing  of  tins  world  !  Hoiv  jullly 
doth  the  icnpiuiv  condemn  this  Hiiful  temper,  which  naturally  works  in  us! 
And  how  contrary  is  it  to  the  fuggefiioits  an.!  influences  of  the  Ho’*y  Spirit, 
who  dwells  in  true  helievers,  and  freely  gives  grace,  with  -all  needful  incrcafes 
of  it  to  humble  foiils;  but  rejeftithe  proud  with  abhorrence  and  diidain  !  -  Hew 
uu&i  (table  to  our  treat  uiely  dependence  and  Chri&uu  character  is  it,  to  form 
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and  profocute  fchcmri  for  this  world,  without  a  religious  fertile  of*  and  depend¬ 
ence  upon  the  providence  of  God,  as  if  our  times  and  the  fuccefc  of  our  affairs 
lay  in  our  own  hands,  though  life  itfelfis  but  as  a  vapour  that  foon  vaniftm  a- 
way !  Surely  erery  thing  ought  to  be  undertaken  with  an  eye  to  God  aud  fob- 
m:ifijon  to  tm  will.  A  contrary  way  of  thinking  and  talking  is  a  vain  glorious 
boaft,  d  flionourable  to  God,  and  injurious  to  ourfclm  and  others*  It  is  in¬ 
deed  a  fcandal  to  the  Chriftian  name,  that  all  or  any  of  the  forementioned  im¬ 
pieties  Ibould  be  found  among  gofpcl'profeiTora  ;  and  it  is  a  high  aggravation 
of  their  Jin  to  go  agairtft  the  light  of  their  own  confciences  in  practicing  them* 
O  bow  eameft  flioutd  we  be  in  our  addreflea  to  God  for  his  grace  to  enable  us 
to  fuhmit  to  hi*  commanding  and  difpofing  will,  and  in  bewailing  our  iniquities, 
and  humbling  ourfelves  before  him  for  them  !  And  what  encouragement  have 
we,  in  this  way,  to  hope  for  his  reviving  prcfcnce  and  liftings  up  [  And  if,  in  a 
dependence  on  divine  ftrength,  we  refill  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  he  will 
find  us  too  hard  for  him,  and  flee,  like  a  conquered  enemy,  before  us*  But 
how  cautious  (hmild  we  be  never  to  imitate  his  temper,  and  give  him  an  advan¬ 
tage  over  us,  by  ftandering,  cenfuriug  and  condemning  our  Chriftian  brethren 
for  little  things,  or  things  that  may  be  allowable  In  them  1  This  is  to  fet  up  for 
judges,  inftead  of  obeyers  of  the  law ;  and  is  a  violation  of  its  requirements  to 
love  them  as  ourfelves is  an  invafum  of  God's  prerogative,  who  alone  is 
able  effectually  to  vin&east  its  authority :  O  may  it  be  unto  our  falvatiou,  and 
not  to  our  deft  ruction 


CHAP.  V. 

The  apofile  denounces  the  judgements  of  God  againjt  the  rich  unhefiev * 
ing  Je+vS)  who  defr auded  the  poor ,  and  lived  in  luxury  and  epprejji- 
cnf  i — 6.  Exhorts  the  Jewifb  believers  to  patience  and  meeknefs 
under  their  tribulations^  which  would  foon  have  an  endt  7— it. 
Cautions  them  agahtfi  rafb  fw  earing^  ia.  Recommends  prayer  in 
affiided^  and  praifi  in  profperous  circumftance sf  13.  Pre/cnhes 
prayer  and  anointing  with  oil  for  a  miraculous  recovery  of  the  Jtck * 
14*  15*  Directs  private  Chnftians  to  mutual  conf effort  ef  their 
faults  f  and  mutual  prayer ,  16—18.  And  jhews  the  happinefs  of 
being  infirumental to  the  converjion  <f  a Jinner>  19.  20. 


Text, 


Paraphrase* 


i/~i  o 

It  r. 


1  to  now 
re  rich 
men,  weep,  and 
bowl  for  your 
miferiej  that 
foall  «omc  up- 
•ajw 


O  M  £  now,  ye  carnal  unbelieving  Jews,  who 
V_J  abound  in  worldly  wealth,  and  neither  have, 
nor  defire  a  better  portion  than  the  things  of  this  life, 
let  me  ferioufly  and  dofely  reafon  with  you  about  the 
evil  and  danger  of  your  ways  :  Ye,  of  all  others,  have 
the  greateft  canfe  for  bitter  forrow,  even  to  floods  of 
tears  and  howling  lamentation,  which  ye  malt  fbon  be 
forced  to  go  into,  on  account  of  the  terrible  calami¬ 
ties  of  every  kind,  that  are  ready  to  fall  upon  you,  on- 
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ids  you  be  brought  to  repentance  $  and  "will  overtake 
you  wherdbevcr  ye  be  featured,  and  bereave  you  of  all 
year  earthly  enjoyments,  and  of  life  Hfclf,  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  deftra&ion  of  your  nation  ;  *  and  will  be  follow¬ 
ed  with  frill  mote  dreadful  miferica  in  an  eternal 
hell. 

a.  Tour  ill-gotten  and  ill-managed  treafurcs  are 
canker'd  at  the  root}  fuch  of  them  as  eon  fid  of  com 
and  other  fruits  of  the  earth»'  are  hoarded  up,  till  they 
rot  and  putrifv,  and  bring  rottennefs  into  your  very 
fouls  i  mod  fuch  as  con fi/t  of  your  wardrobes  are  laid  by, 
'till  they  he  eaten  up  of  moths,  and  will  fUnd  yon  in 
no  Head;  but}  like  a  gnawing  worm,  will  torment  your 
confciencfs  for  ever- 

3.  Tour  a  bun  (knee  of  gold  and  filver  lies  rutUnero 
your  bags  and  coffers,  inttead  of  being  employed  lor 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of-ptherB,  and  will  [bon 
be  as  worthless  and  u kiefs*  as  dfd-  rufty  iron,  to  your 
fore  difrppointment  and  vexation,  and  will  not  profit 
you  in  the  day  of  wrath  *  (Prov.  xj,  4,)  and  the  (inful 
methods  ye  have  taken  to  get  and  difpofe  of  them  will 

h»*e  heapia  bring  the  worft  of  all  rufts  upon  them $  will  tefhfy  a- 
ireafure  t»ge-  gainfl  you  as  covetous  ftftfers,  that  deferre  the  fcvercft 
dher  f«r  siieiaft  indignation  of  the  juft  and  holy  God;  and  the  guilt  ye 
J*‘  contract  thereby  will  prey  upon  your  bodies,  as  well  as 

fouls,  in  the  fiery  defohtion  that  will  oonfume  yon  m 
this  world,  and  in  the  unquenchable  fire  in  the  world 
to  come-  Ye  have  been  laying  up  goods  in  [tore  for 
many  years,  with  vain  hopes  of  finding  comfort  in  them 
at  the  latter  part  of  a  long  life}-  but,  in  reality,  it  has 
been  only  heaping  them  up,  as  fpoils  for  your  enemies, 
in  the  definition  of  the  jewtjh  nation,  and  will  ulti¬ 
mately  prove  to  lie  a  dreadful  treasuring  up  tf  or atb% 
againjl  the  day  tf  wrath)  and  revelation  tf  the  righte¬ 
ous  judgement  of  Cod,  &c,  (Rom.  ii.  5.) 

4.  Behold,  with  horror  altonifli merit,  what  ail  your 
gains  by  griping  and  oppreffive  means  are  come  to  ! 
The  juft  wages  of  the  poor  labourers,  who  have  reaped . 
your  corn  with  the  fweat  of  their  brows,  which  ye 
nave  fraudulently  with-holden,  direftly  contrary  to  the 
law  of  God,  (Lev.  xix.  13.  and  Devt,  xxiv.  ij.)  ia  a 

C  3  crying 


3  Tourriehci 
are  farm pt«L 
and  yonr  gar¬ 
ments  an  moth 
eaten- 


3  Tear  gold 
end  fitter  uc  an- 
kered;  and  tbe 
ruft  of  (b cm 
ill  all  be  a  vit- 
Tt  eft  again  It  you, 

end  (bail  cat 
your  tfelh  as  it 
u«rc  fire  i  ye 


4  Beheld  the 
litre  of  the  U* 
tmtiren,  which 
hive  ftd^ 
downpour  field* 
which  is  of  you 
kept  back  by 


N  O 

*  Tfctttpnftle  in  this  and  the  follow* 
ln^  eerie*  apparently  points  at  tin  day» 
of  Yore  deftradttan,  that  were  then  fonn 
to  come  upon  the  *ft  wffi  jiarhHh  nut 
only  in  Jitdea,  but  after  ward  filth  wider 
extent  through  diftant  ttftufttrtet,  by 
the  ravages  of  the  kawAttt,  ia  the  w;*y 
rfGod’*  righteous  judgement*,  for  their 


T  P-* 

oh  ft  mate  infidelity  iu\<i  other  iniquities 
But  as  tikit  was  an  awfal  fpocimeh  of 
divfuc  wrath,  which  Jhmild  be  poured 
out  upon  them  in  the  world  to  cmiir* 
\n  may,  wub  good  prosier  yt  carry 
the  view  forward  in  the  final  vengeance 
that  will  be  executed  upon  all  impeni- 
t cut  buyers  at  the  groat  dj.y- 
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fraud#  crirth  : 

ao4  the  cries  nf 
them  which 
have  rtapcd,art 
entered  into  tbc 
ears  of the  Lord 
ofTabaoth* 


5  Ye  have  I]* 
ved  in  plcafur* 
oh  the  earthy 
and  been  wan¬ 
ton.  ;  ye  have 
no  unite  d  \our 
hearts  at  in  a 
daj  of  {Laugh ' 
Ur.  * 


6  Ye  have  con¬ 
demned  ajjJ  kih 
led  thejutl ;  and 
he  doth  uot  re- 
£it  you. 


7  Be  patient 
thci‘cforer  bre- 
imU)  ihe 
^Cfirotng  <»f  the 
lord.  Behold* 
tlie  1)  ulbaiuiinan 
ir<iiuTn  for  the 
j  tree  ion  3  frutr  of 
the  earth*  and 
luith  lo^p;  pati¬ 
ence  for  it,  rfn- 
til  he  receive 
tiie  early  and 

litter  rain, 

■ 


crying  Gn,  which,  like  the  blood  of  Abelt  calls  aloud 
to  heaven  for  jufttce  to  be  (hewn  onto  their  relief,  and 
your  punifhrocnt :  Exod*  xxii  23.  Jfa*  v.  7.  and  Ha - 
bak*  iu  11.)  And  'the  mournful  complaints  of  thofej 
who  with  roil  and  labour  have  gathered  in  your  harvert, 
are  come  up  as  a  memorial  for  them,  and  again  (t  you, 
before  tbc  Lord  of  Holts,  who  hears  their  cries,  and 
whofe  kingdom  rules  over  all,  to  right  the  injured,  and 
take  vengeance  on  their  oppreflbrs. 

5.  Ye,  like  the  rich  man  in  the  gofpel,  [I uke+  xvi* 
19.)  have  fared  fumptuouGy  every  day,  and  indulged 
your  luxurious  appetites,  as  if  all  happinefs  lay  in  fen* 
fual  pleafures  upon  the  earth;  and  have  gone  into  a 
merry  and  hfeivious  courfc  of  life :  Ye  have  rioted  upon 
the  bounties  of  Providence,  with  as  much  gluttony  and 
profufenefs,  as  though  every  day  were  a  feftiva!,  in 
Which  many  beads  are  (lain  for  facrificcs  to  be  fcafted 
upon  tfith  jollity  by  the  offerers  and  their  friends. 
{Prov*  viu  14.  and  I/a.  xxii*  13.)  But  in  all  this  ye 
have  been  fattening  yourfelvcs,  like  fheep  for  the  day 
of  ilau^hter,  which  is  at  hand,  when  the  ivicked  /ball 
pcrijbi  end  th -■  enemies  .(f  the  Lord  /halt  be  amfvmd 
as  the  fat  of  lambs y  (& c.  Pf  xrxvii.  ao.) 

6*  Nay,  over  and  above  all  this,  ye,  like  thofe  of 
your  own  countrymen  that  procured  the  condemnation 
and  death  of  tfte  Lord  Jelus,  who  is  (rwii«iM)  by 
way  of  eminence  the  holy  mid  juft  enr,  (A£U  lit*  14.  and 
vii.  52.)  have,  under  pretended  forms  of  law,  peifecu* 
ted  as  many  righteous  fervams  of  his  to  death  as  ye 
could  get  into  your  power;  And  ye  have  done  this  to 
the  holy  profeiibrs  of  his  name,  who,  like  him,  never 
pflVrtd  the  leufk  violence  to  pppofe  or  injure  you.  But 
God,  who  has  hitherto  excrcifed  long  forbearance  to¬ 
ward  you,  will  certainly  efpoufe  their  caufe,  and  avenge 
the  quarrel  of  his  covenant  upon  you* 

7.  Theft:  are  trying  difpenfations  of  providence  to 
you,  my  Cluiitian  brethren  %  hut  Cod  permits,  and 
over- rules  them  for  the  exercife  and  improvement  of 
your  faith  and  patience.  ( ch ,  i.  3.  4;  and  1  Pet.  i.  6. 7.) 
And  therefore,  though  it  be  ever  fo  unrighteous  in 
your  enemies  to  bring  tribulations  upon  you,  yc  ought 
to  bear  them  without  murmuring  at  the  holy  hand  that 
Cod  has  in  them,  and  with  all  long-fuffering  meek* 
nefs  and  Chrlftian  fortitude,  till  the  Lord  Jtfos  (hall 
come  xo  execute  judgement  on  the  Jewitb  nation,  and 
deliver  you  nut  of  their  power ;  or  flial]  come  by  death 
To  rid  you  of  all  the  troubles  of  ibis  life,  as  he  certain¬ 
ly  will  in  his  time,  how  great  or  many  foever  they  he. 


ft*  V* 


E  Be  ye  alfo 
paticui  i  itabliJii 
your  hearu  slV»r 
tbe  cooing  of 
tbe  Lord  dray- 
#th  nigb. 


9  Gmdge  not 
ftneagainlt  ano¬ 
ther,  brethren, 
left  ye  be  con¬ 
demned  : behold 
thejud^cttiind- 
eth  before  the 
door* 


10  Tak^oy 
brethren*  #  the 
prophet*,  who 
Lave  fpoken  ia 
the  name  ttl'fhe 
J>5rd,  for  an  en- 
anipie  of  fufTer- 
fog  ufflfcmn, 
nod  uf  p&tiencf* 
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xxxiy,  ip*)  Obferve,  for  your  inftru£rion  and  i* 
miration,  that  the  farmer,  when  he  {burs  his  feed)  does 
not  immediately  expert  a  crop,  but  quietly  waits  a 

{ great  while  for  the  proper  fcafon  of  reaping  the  excel* 
ent  produce  of  tbe  earth  ;  and  continues  with  patient 
hope  for  it,  till,  by  the  blcfling  of  Heaven,  he  be  fa¬ 
voured  with  fuch  early  rains,  as  may  be  needful  for 
bringing  up  the  corn;  and  with  fuch  after  rains,  as 
(hall  bring  it  to  maturity,  and  plump  tbe  ear  for  the 
harveft* 

8.  In  like  manner,  yc,  waiting  for  heavenly  dews  to 
foil  upon  you,  ought  to  poflefs  your  fouls  ia  patience, 
tiil  ye  receive  the  happy  fruits  of  your  labours  and  fuf- 
ferings,  and  to  maintain  a  Pedate  and  fettled  temper  of 
fpirit,  a  ttedfoft  faith  and  holy  refolutioa  for  God  and 
gocHjnds,  under  all  prefent  difficulties*  And  yejieed 
not  wax  weary  andfaint  in  your  minds,  becaufe  ye  have 
not  yet  received  the  deliverance  which  ye  hoped  for  ; 
but  may  allured ly  conclude  that  it  will  not  be  long  be* 
fore  it  be  brought  to  you For  the  fignal  coming  of 
Chrift,  with  power  and  great  glory,  to  the  deftruftion 
of  the  unbelieving  Jews,  and  the  deliverance  of  his 
people  from  all  their  cruel  perfections,  which  he  fore* 
told ;  {Luke  xxi.  2i<  27*)  and  the  time  of  your  com* 
plete  redemption  from  all  the  calamities  of  this  life* 
battens  apace,  and  is  near  approaching. 

9*  Upon  thefe  comfortable  confidcrations,  take  heed, 
my  perfeciited  brethren,  of  groaning  out  your  com- 
plaints,  {/**  through  envy,  fretfulnefo  and  de- 

fire  of  revenge  again (l  thofe  of  your  nation,  chat  op* 
prefs  yoa  ;  or  againft  thofe  of  your  profcfTmg  fellow 
Chriftian*,  that  are  lefo  obnoxious  to  tbeir  rage,  as  too 
much  favouring  their  darling  notions  of  a  temporal 
Meifiah,  left  any  of  you  be  condemned  for  your  impa¬ 
tient  murtnurings  and  uncharitable  cen  fares  i  for  be¬ 
hold,  the  Lord  jefas,  the  great  Judge  of  all,  is  juft  at 
hand,  as  ready  to  recompenfe  tribulation  to  thofe  that 
trouble  jGut  hie  faithful  difciples ;  and  to  give  you  reft 
from  all  your  grievances  :  (2  Thtjf  i.  6. 7*)  And  there* 
fore  ye  may  calmly  refer  the  iflues  of  all  your  troubles 
to  him,  in  confidence  that  he  will  foon  appear  fur  your 
help,  andfave  you* 

10,  To  encourage  you  hereunto,  let  me  intreat  you, 
my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  to  refleft  upon  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  antient  infpired  and  holy  prophets  under 
their  fore  trials,  who  were  beloved  of  God,  and  faith¬ 
fully  delivered  their  mefiages  to  the  people  in  his  name, 
by  commiffion  from  him ,  let  them  be  called  to  mind, 

C4 


4* 


CKt* 


it  Brhald,  we 
count  the  m  hap- 
PJ  wbicU  ci;- 
tlure*  Veh^vc 
heard  of  the  jja- 
ticnec  i>f  Job, 
and  have  fecn 
the  end  «T  the 
l,ord:  that  die 
I,ord  i*  very  pi¬ 
tiful  and  oj'tett- 
dcr  mercy* 


iZ  Bat  above 
all  thtups*  my 
ItretKrrn,  fwear 
Hoi,  neither  hy 
heaven,  nehltcr 
by  tUc  earth, 
neither  by  any 
other  oath :  bat 
Jet  ytwr  yea  be 
yea;  and 
i)ayT  nay;  left 
ye  fati  into  epa- 

tjtwaaLiuii. 
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as  nobSe  examples,  for  your  fupport  in  fufiVring  per  lo¬ 
cutions,  and  for  your  imitation  in  patiently  enduring 
them  with  an  entire  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of.  the 
Lord. 

11.  Behold,  what  judgement  we  who  believe  make  of 
the  afflictions  of  the  children  of  God.  Weare  fo  far  from 
thinking  them  miferable,  or  out  of  favour  with  him, . 
on  this  account,  that  we  efteem  and  call  them  happy 
creatures,  who  arc  enabled  to  bear  them  with  religna- 
tion,  faith,  and  patience;  {chap.  i.  2.3.  (2.)  and  Jo 
art  chajiened  of  the  Lord  for  their  profit,  that  they  may 
be  partakers  of  his  holinefs ,  and  afterwards  reap  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteeufnsft  from  a  fau&ified  ufe 
of  them,  {H*b,  xii,  io.  tr.)  and  at  Jail  may  be  eter¬ 
nally  favecl.  ( Mattb .  x.  22.)  To  give  you  a  rcmarfeablo 
indance  of  this  fort,  which  ye,  as  converfant  with  the 
writings  of  the  Old  Teftament,  cannot  be  ignorant  of. 
Ye  have,  doubtlefs  heard  of  the  patient  behaviour  of 
Job,  that  dear  and  eminent  fervant  of  the  Lord,  with 
what  homhle  fabmiftion  and  becoming  acknowledge¬ 
ments  of  God,  {Job  i.  21.  and  ii.  10.)  he  endured  a 
complication  of  the  lieavieft  calamities,  which  Provi¬ 
dence  brought  upon  him  for  the  trial  and  exemplary 
proof  of  his  integrity;  and  ye  mu  ft  need*  have  known 
what  a  gracious  and  happy  iflue  the  Lord  gave  unto  them 
all,  in  not  only  delivering  him  out  of  them,  but  alio 
in  'manifesting  himfelf  to  him  in  an  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner,  with  high  teftimonics  of  his  approbation  of  him, 
and  in  reftoring  to  him,  with  rich  advantage,  double 
of  all  that  he  had  loft,  {chap,  .xlii,)'Ye  hereby  evidently 
fee  that  the  Lord  is  *>,>:»»?)  a  God  of  infinitely  a* 

bounding  companion,  and  is  (»ilTlr>43!)  propen  fe,  like  one 
whofe  bowels  of  love  and  pity  are  moved  within  him, 
tolltew  the  tendered  mercy  to  them  that  fear  him,  in 
uphold  big;  hem  under,  and  carrying  them  through,  and 
giving  them  blcfltid  fruits  of  all  their  trials  and  afflic¬ 
tions. 

12.  Bat  there  is  one  flagrant  fin,  mv  brethren,  which 
the  infidel  Jews  arc  abominably  addicted  m,nnd  1  would 
in  a  fpeeia]  manner,  and  above  all  others  that  men  are 
apt  to  fail  into,  through  an  impatient  temper,  warn 
you  againft,  as  exceeding  aft'ronrive,  dilhonourahleanri 
provoking  tQ  the  great  God,  and  as  every  way  unpro¬ 
fitable  in  irfelf,  and  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  Chri- 
fttnn  character.  What  I  mean  is,  that  ye  would  never 
dare  to  go  into  ralh  and  impious  curling  and  (wearing 
in  a  pa  (lion,  or  in  common  converfation,  by  putting 
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an  oath  before  all  that  ye  fay".  Let  no  provocation  canfe 
you  ta  fwear  profanely  ;  nor  let  any  oath  be  ever  ufed 
onnecefTarily  at  all,  either  by  heaven,  which  is  God’s 
throne,  or  by  the  earth,  which  is  his  footftool ;  (Mattb. 
v.  34.  3{»)  t  or  by  any  other  oath,  which,  whatever 
be  pretended,  is  in  effefi  fwearing  by  the  creator  of  all 
.things,  whether  his  name  be  exprcfsly  mentioned  or 
not.  But  let  your  converfation  be  fo  evidently,  difpaf- 
fionate,  hone  ft  and  upright,  that  a  plain  affirmation  or 
denial,  fiieh  as  a  bare  yes  or  no,  may  be  fufficient  to 
gain  an  entire  credit  to  what  ye  lay,  left  ye  fall  under 
the  condemnation  of  fuch  as  take  God’j  name  in  vain , 
( Exsd .  xx.  7.)  or  of  being  either  falfe  hearted  profef- 
fon  on  one  hand,  or  downright  infidels  on  the  other, 
rj  I*  say  a-  13.  As  to  your  deportment  in  adverfity  and  profpe- 
roiia®|c'  rity,  if  any  or  you  be  in  afflicted  circumftancea,  which 
pi-ay.  la  ally  often  the  lot  of  God’s  own  people,  let  him  betake 
merry  ?  utbiih  himfdf  to  folemn  and  fervent  prayer  for  relief :  If,  on 
ii:ig  pfaiipj-  the  contrary,  any  of  you  be  furrounded  with  the  blef- 
frogs  of  providence  and  grace,  to  the  joy  of  his  heart, 
let  him  give  a  facred  vent  to  his  grateful  fentiments,  in 
cheerful- thankfgmngs  and  praifes  to  the  God  Of  all  bis 
mercies,  which  may  be  very  fuitably  exprefled,  by 
tinging  forth  the  honours  of  bis  gracious  name  in  pfalms 
and  fpiTitual  fongs,  Thefe  duties,  which  are  indeed 
to  have  their  turns  through  our  whole  lives,  are  cfpe- 
cially  feafonable  in  thote  rcfpetlivr  fi  mat  ions, 

14  T>  any  Cel  14.  If  there  be  any  one  among  you  that  labours  nn- 
*hu" alffor th«  ^er  9  bodily  diftemper,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  infli£t* 
cti'srs  of r  (he  «d  upon  him  for  Ibme  remarkable  fin,  {ver.  15.  com- 
t  hnixh ;  rad  l«t  pared  with  i  6’w.  xU  30.  fee  the  note  there)  let  him 
tuem  pray  oyer  <tefire  the  officers  of  the  church,  and  efpecially  fuch  of 
f  !*”'  them  as  are  endued  with  miraculous  gifts,  to  come  to- 

i::e  name  of  itie  gather  j  and  let  them  pray  with,  or  over  bun  fuiuble 

Lord,  tO 

NOTES* 

‘  The  ward*,  rendered  alevd  all  cuftom  of  prefixing  an  oath,  in 

literally  fjj£D»fy  &*+  mo  a  con  verfatiuiij  ip  all  that  is  affirm* 
*  all ;  and  may  refer  to  the  profane  ed,  or  drilled* 

i  T  lie  J.TP/  of  this  ni^e  were  notori-  re  all  pro  fine  fwearing  In  common  ron- 
™»’ly  guilty ofpro fane  fwear I ng*  iliou^ti  vcrlHtion,  that  Chnft  there,  andnura- 
not  always  by  explicitly  nkcntioDin^  pofttc  here^  fo  carneftly  I'cmouftratei  a* 
the  uame  of  (?$/,  ytt  by  one  «r  other  of  gain  ft  them.  But  this  i*  no  argument 
hh  c/eaturcs*  which  they  did  not  reck*  a  gain  ft  faking*  folcmii  oalb  before  a, 
on  10  be  hind i ug  upore  them ;  battrhkb  magiftratc,  or  in  a  court  of  judicature, 
our  J*ord  told  them  w^*,  In  effect,  on  important  occa Hops ;  provided  it  be 
iWearuig  by  the  God  liimfcUVha  made  only  by  the  name  of  G* i.  according  to 
them,  (fee  the  ante  on  AtitfA.  v*  34.)  his  command.  (  fee  DtuU  >i-  13*  oitd 
and  It  feems  tu  bo  with  a  fperial  refer*  5.  10  and  f/d,  liv,  *6.  and  the  up  to  oa 
face  iq  thefe  fort*  of  oatiu,  4$  well  at  Ife:\  vi.  16.} 
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And  the 
prayer  of  faith 
frail  fave  the 
tick'  and  the 
Lord  iball  raiie 
biro  up;  and  if 
ha  have  coin* 
niitted  fiDs*they 
frail  beforgiveii 


to  his  cafe,  and  lay  their  bands  upon  him ;  {Mark  tiu 
18.)  and,  as  a  fign  cl  healing  virtue,  anoint  him  with 
oil  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  according  to  his  appointment,  {Mark  vi,  13.  fee 
the  note  there)  calling  upon  him  to  exert  bis  divine 
power  for  anlWcring  the  Jjgnal  by  an  effectual  cure  #* 
15*  And  the  prayer  that  is  offered  up  by  the  elders 
and  the  fickperfon,  {Mark  v,  34,  and  x.  52*  and 
xiv,  9.  10.)  with  faith  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  with 
a  particular  extraordinary  dependence  on  his  power  for 
a  performance  of  what  is  humbly  aflted  of  him,  fhall 
be  owned  and  fucceeded  in  the  Lord’s  delivering  the  pa¬ 
tient  from  death,  and  recovering  him  to  a  ftate  of  health 
and  flrengrh  :  And  if  any  particular  fins  have  been  the 
immediate  occafion  of  his  difeafe,  they  foall  be  forgi¬ 
ven  him  ;  in  token,  or,  at  leaft,  as  an  emblem  of  which 
the  ficknefs  ftiall  bo- removed  5  and,  through  his  own 
faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  the  remifEon  of  them, 
they  fhali  be  pardoned  as  to  the  eternal  a$  well  as  tem¬ 
poral  punishment  which  they  bad .  deferved  and  expo- 
fed  him  to. 


lS  CoofitfsjSarr 
on»  w 
another*  and 
pray  one  for  an¬ 
other*  that  ye 
jnay  be  heated. 
The  effcdtu&l 

ferveot  prayer 

of  a  rigbtcoui 

man  avalieth 
lunch* 


16.  As  to  your  brotherly  behaviour  in  common,  be 
ready  on  alt  occaGons  to  acknowledge  any  offences  that 

Je  have  given  one  to  another,  according  to  our  blefled 
jord's  own  direction  ;  \Matth.  v.  23.  24.  fee  the  note 
there)  or  if  there  be  any  Gns  that  lie  upon  your  con- 
fciences,  under  a  fenfe  of  their  being  the  reafon  of 
God's  contending  with  you  in  the  way  of  hts  judge* 
ments,  unbofom  yourfelves  in  ftee  and  humble  confef- 
fions  of  them  one  to  another,  as  Chriftian  brethren, 
that  ye  may  fympathife  with,  and  know  what  to  alk 
of  God  for  each  other  by  turns,  as  occaGons  require  f  i 

and 


N  o  T  E  s. 


*  Anttittrxg  with  «/  was  in  ardi* 
fianre  lor  Hie  trtjr.xtthtff  core  rf  fick 
pciibns  <  Wv.ri  vi,  f3.}hnt  fmcethufc 
extraordinary  gifts  are  cealcd,  as  be¬ 
ing  no  longer  ueceffttry  for  the  Fnfir- 
motion  of  the  gol'pel,  oiu*  faith,  in  the 
common  courfc  of  things,  hat  now  no 
warrant  fornfing  that  ceremony :  much 
left  doth  wUat  u  hero  fa kl  about  it 


give  any  countenance  to  thepapifts  fa* 
crament  o K  extreme  untffon,  which  they 
admin ifter,  not  with  oil  only*  but  with 
oil  and  fpittle;  and  ihntt  not  for  the 
rtttvcrj  of  the  fick*  but  for  a  pretended 
fffrfatiQ*  from  the  fivi  of  thofe,  that 
are  in  the  very  article  of  death*  or  pall 
hope  of  recovery.  (Yid-  Par.  in  loc,) 


f  Confefs  your  feutitt  one  to  attoihcrt 
and  prat  one  for  another,  fee  in  « 
to  relate  to  the  duty  that  If  to 
pmcatly  exercifcd  between  private 
Chn  fit  arts  t  in  d  jit  in  ft  ion  from  what  was 
ffid  in  the  two  preceding  verfM*  about 
the  prayer  of  thofe  elders*  as  molt  im- 
fn^diately  jmeqdcd,  wfh<>  were  endued 


videotiy 
be  reci- 


with  miracnhxj  glftr  of  healing*  For 
the  Apoftk  here  fpeaks  of  believers  In 
commnn,  and  of  what  they  ought  to 
do*  and  fnr  one  another,  (xxxxmr  kcu 
vrif  vXXkjui*).  And  fo  here  is  no  foun¬ 
dation  for  ourtcttUr  covfrjfionto  a  priefi p 
fince  what  is  here,  directed  to  chiefly 
relates  to  offences  which  one  had  emn- 
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and  according  to  the  knowledge  ye  have  of  one  ano¬ 
ther’s  alili£bed  circum  fiances,  be  earned  in  mutual 
prayer  fur.  each  other,  that  the  diftrelTcd  among  you, 
whether,  ia  body  or  mind,  or  both,  may  be  healed  o£ 
all  their  maladies,  {ffeb,  xii.  1 3.  and  3  Jobnt  ver.  3.) 
Ami,  for .  your  encouragement,  remember  -that  the 
fervent  in-wrought  prayer  *  good  and  holy 

man,  who  is  birnfelf  fmilijicd  and  accepted  of  God  in 
Chrijl  as  righteous,  and  (o  has  an  intereft  at  the  throne 
of  grace ;  the  prayer  that  is  excited  in  him,  and  con- 
duffed  and  animated  with  a  (acred  warmth  of  foul,  by 
the  fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplicatioii  to  help  bis  infirmi¬ 
ties,  ( Zech .  xii*  to*  and  Rom.  viii.  36.)  has  a  wonder¬ 
ful  power  with  God,  and  prevails  as  Jacob’s  did,  when 
he  wreftled  for,  and  obtained  the  biefling.  {Gen.  xxxii. 
38.} 

17  F.tVi*  was  17.  We. have  a  lymorable  example  of  the  great  ef- 
ainsn  fubjedt  t.i»  ficacy  of  believing  a nd  fervent  prayer  in  the  prophet 
Elijah  i  he  was  a  frail  mortal  man,  of  like  natural  and 
prayed*  earned-  fimul  infirmities,  and  of  like  fufferings  and  paflions 
Ijr  Tlirt  ii  mi^bt  with  ourfctves  j  and  yet  was  remarkably  heard  and  an- 
raioed*11  notion  ^were^_*n  l^c  *erY  things  which  he  prayed  for.  At  one  , 
thee  an  h  by  the  time,  be,  not  in  an  angry  mood,  or  with  a  revengeful 
fpace  of  tbree  fpirit,  but  with  great  engagednefs  of  heart  and  believing 
years  and  fix  importunity,  begged  of  God  that  the  bottles  of  heaven 
.months*  might  be  restrained,  in  a  way  of  judgement  for  the  re¬ 

buke  and  conviflion  of  king  Ahab  and  the  Ifraelites, 
who  were  fallen  into  idolatry :  (1  Kings  xvi.  30 — 33. 
compared  with  chap.  xvii.  1.}  And  the  Lord  fo  fully 
anfwered  his  prayer,  that  the  clouds  of  heaven  were  (hut 
up,  infoaiucb  that  00  rain  fell  on  the  land  of  lfrael  for 
three  years  and  a  half  together,  by  means  of  which* 
great  drought  a  fore  famine  was  brought  upon  the  earth. 
{Luke  iv.  fee  the  note  there.) 

18  And  he  18.  After  this,  in  mercy  to  the  people  that  had  bent 
prayed  again,  reclaimed  from  their  idolatry,  and  in  confirmation  of 

glte  rlin”»«3  the|r  ?n  the  God  °f  lfracl»  0  King*  xvilil  39’" 45-) 
Uic  Varth  Elijah  offered  up  his  earneff  prayer  again  for  tnc  return 

hroi^ht  forth  of  plentiful  jtml  feafomble  ftowers ;  2nd  it  pleated  God 
bar  fruit.  in  a  wonderful  manner  to  anfweJ  him»  by  fending  an 

exceeding  great  quantity  of  rain  trQm  the  clouds  of 

heareu 


NOTE. 

milled  againlt  another,  »nd  U  to  bo  thU  prkjtfy  prerogative  t  and  fnrely  it 
rrrataai  and  rcc a*  the  words  jin-  U  a*  much  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
port;  and  therefore,  if  it  were  to  be  pray  Tor  their  mini  k  era,  a*  of  their  mi* 
-Dfidcrltnod  of  tbe  and  the  peiefi%  »ilUhra  to  pray  for  them  and  the  pray-* 

it  would  oblige  the  prteft  to  confer*  tiU  cr*  which  is  laid  to  av**U  much,  is  call* 
ldnlts  to  the  people,  a*  well  a s  the  pco-  ed  the  pnyer,  not  of  the  ri.-icrJt  bui  of 
pi*  to  the  prices  which  would  iraredy  ike  rlgi’ttottJ  m;wt  ax  fufU. 
go  down  with  the  popjjU  advocates  foe 


44 


rf  Brethren, 
if  any  «f  you  do 
err  firotn  the 
truth*  end  one 
convert  him; 


3£>  Let  him 
knew,  that  he 
which  convert* 
etb  the  tinner 
Iran  the  error 
of  hie  v«t*  hall 
Jhvc  a  foal  frnm 
death*  and  A  all 
hide  enrol  tirade 
of  fine 
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heaven  to  revive  the  face  of  the  earth*  which  thereup¬ 
on  yielded  its  fruit*  with  rich  increafe.  And  God  is 
ftill,  as  much  as  ever*  a  God  who  hears  prayer^  and 
never  faid  to  the  fpirrrual  feed  of  Jacob  feek  ye  me  m 
vain.  [Pfal*  Ixv.  2 *  and  IJa .  xlv*  19.) 

19.  To  conclude  this  epiftle,  In  which  I  have  remon* 
fixated  againft  the  tins  that  abound  among  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  Jews,  and  have  been  too  prevalent  in  fome  of 
you,  my  brethren,  who  make  a  profeffion  of  Chrift1* 
name,  whofcever  he  be  among  you, that  through  infide¬ 
lity  or  backfliding  and  apoftacy,  runs  allray  from  Cbrift 
and  from  the  truth  of  thegofpcl,  in  principle  and  prac¬ 
tice,  by  errors  in  doffcrme  and  immorality  of  life ;  and 
any  one  of  you  in  your  refpe£tive  Rations*  be  inftru* 
mental  in  turning  him  from  hU  erroneous  notions,  and 
from  his  iniquity  to  God  $ 

20*  Let  foch  an  ipftrument  of  good  confider  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  happy  change ;  and  when  his  endea¬ 
vours  are  rendered  effectual,  by  divine  grace,  to  pro¬ 
duce  it,  he  ought  to  rejoice  and  bids  God,  in  this  re¬ 
flexion*  that  he  who  is  lb  highly  honoured,  as  Ito  be 
the  means  of  a  Gnner's  converGoit,  or  of  a  backslider's 
recovery  .from  the  erroneous  thoughts,  difpofitions  and 
courfes  of  his  life,  to  God  in  Cbrift,  will  be  the  means 
of  faving  an  immortal  ft ul  from  fpiritual  death  and  e* 
terrial  definition  ;  and  of  leading  him  into  the  way  of 
Jtfc  and  peace,  in  which  aH  his  multiplied  tranfgrcf- 
fiotis  Oiall  be  covered  from  the  eye  of  avenging  juflice 
by  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Redeemer,  which  is  unto > 
and  upon  all  that  believe  without  difference  %  [Rem* 
iii*  2?.)  and,  by  his  converfion,  many  fins  will  be  pre¬ 
vented*  which  otherwife  would  have  been  committed 
by  him,  and  by  others,  through  his  bad  example  and 
influence,  and  would  have  appeared  in  open  light  at 
the  day  of  judgement* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  fnare  are  the  riches  of  this  world  to  a  covetous  and  carnal  mind  ! 
They  are  often  got  and  mifufed  with  much  guilt,  and  bring  upon  their  owners 
the  moft  dtftrcflmg  and  aggravated  furrows*  The  cries  of  the  injured  and  de¬ 
frauded*  and  of  the  perfected  unto  death,  go  up  to  the  Lord  of  holts,  calling 
aloud  for  righteous  vengeance  to  come  down  upon  their  oppre flora  and  mur¬ 
derers;  and  what  tbefe  fpend  in  pump  anti  luxury,  or  umlucly  hoard  up*  will 
be  a  fwift  witneft  agaiirft  them*  and  add  to  their  flock  of  wrath  againft  the  day 
of  wrath  in  the  final  judgement what  abundance  of  patience  do  the  faints 
need  in  fnch  a  wicked  and  miferable  world  as  this  !  But  what  encouragement 
have  they  to  exercifc  it,  tine*  Cbrift  will  foon  appear  to  reckon  with  all  thdr 
enemies*  and  to  deliver  thcmfdvca  out  of  all  thdr  troubles !  They  may  learn 
the  great  legbit  of  patient  waiting  for  the  falvation  of  Ibe  Lord,  from  the  bnf- 
bamlman,  who  waits  with  long  patience  for  the  harvdt  \  from  the  aotient  1*0- 

phtls* 


Ch*  Ti 
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phets,  who,  though  dear  to  God,  fufltrtd  many  tribulations,  and  were  patwnt 
under  them  ;  and  from  the  eminent  example  of  Job,  who,  though  forely  aflift- 
cd  for  a  while,  calmly  fubmitted  to  the  divine  will,  and  had  wonderful  expert 
ence,  at  laft,  of  the  tender  mercy  and  companion  of  God,  which  gloriouflp 
crowned  all*  How  inconfiftent  is  it  with  the  Chrifttan  character  to  fwearby 
God,  or  any  of  his  creatures,  or  any  petty  oaths,  in  a  paflion,  or  in  common 
conversation!  And  how  becomings  to  behave  with  fuch  apparent  integrity  at 
all  times,  as  fhall  engage  a  firm  dependence  on  the  truth  of  his  bare  affirmation* 
or  denial  1  Now  prayerful  fliouM  he  be  in  affiidion,  and  how  full  of  pratfe  ia 
pmfperity !  And  if  the  Lord*  in  the  way  of  his  righteous  judgement,  by  any 
difcafe  upon  him  for  fome  particular  fins*  he  fiiould  defire  the  prayers  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  private  mm  hereof  the  church,  as  the  ordinary  means,  that  God  in 
the  prrfcnt  ftate  of  things,  in  which  miraculous  gifts  of  healing  are  ceafed,  will 
own  and  bkfs  for  his  recovery,  whenever,  upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  for  the 
belt :  for  the  believing  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man,  that  ia  animated 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  has  great  power  with  God  to  obtain  whatever  ismoft  for  bis 

?l\orj  and  agreeable  to  his  wE  An  eminent  internee  of  this  we  hare  in  the  so¬ 
wers  which  were  given  to  the  prayers  of  Elba,  a  man  of  like  human  and  fipfol 
paflions  with  ourfelves,  for  {hutting  and  opening  the  bottles  of  heaven*  But 
how  becoming  ia  it  for  Cbriftians,  in  special  cafes  of  offence  given  to  their 
brethren,  or  of  burden  upon  their  ipixits,  or  of  divine  rebuke,  to  make  frank 
and  openconfrffions  of  their  faults  to  each  other,  that  they  may  the  better  fym- 
pathfec  with,  and  know  how  to  order  their  prayers  for  one  another!  And  noce 
there  are  fo  great  numbers  of  notorious  tinners  that  run  aft  ray  in  principle  and 
practice  from  the  truth  andholmefs  of  tbc  gofpel,  How  encouraging  is  it  for  mi- 
niftcra  and  private  Chrifttans  too,  to  do  what  tn  them  lies  for  their  conver- 
fion*  and  whar  an  honour  and  pkafure  to  be  infiTumental  thereto1-  Since  he 
who  is  -  the  means  of  turning  any  tranfgreffor  from  the  evil  of  his  ways  to 
God  through  Chrift,  contributes,  in  a  fubordinatc  manner,  to  the  faring  of 
an  immortal  foul  from  eternal  roifery*  and  to  the  preventing  of  many  fins* 
and  hiding  others  from  the  eye  of  God’s  avenging  jufticc  ' 


A 


A  PRACTICAL 


EXPOSITION 

OF  THE 

Firft  general  epiftle  of  die  apoftle  Pete  r  • 

In  the  Form  of  3  Para  pm  h  a  s  e* 


The  Preface  to  the  Firft  Epiftle  of  Peter, 

THE  apoftle  Peter,  as  he  hi  mfdf  tells  ua*  was  the  penman  of 
this*  and  the  fecond  epiftle  that  bear  his  name*  Anri  they 
are  moil  probably  fuppofed  to  have  been  wrote*  the  firft  ci¬ 
ther  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  65  or  6tf*  and  the  fccond  a  year  or  two 
afterwards  ;  not  long  before  the  apolUc’s  martyrdom  at  Rome,  (fee 
I)r.  'Whitby's  preface  for  confuting  the  popifti  pretence*  as  though  the 
firft  were  written  about  the  year  44,  or  45* ) 

The  infeription  of  this  epiftle  dirc£b  it  to  the  ftrangers  featured 
throughout  Pontus*  Galatia*  Cappadocia*  Aha  and  Bkhytiia*  which 
feems  to  be  much  of  the  fame  import  with  the  infeription  of  the  apoftle 
James’s  general  epiftle  to  tbs  twelve  tribes ,  which  are  featured  a* 
broad*  though  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  are  not  acprrifctl  in  this  infeription 
as  they  are  in  that* 

However*  the  introduflion  to  Mr.  Peirce’s  paraphrafe  and  notes  on 
the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  Dr.  Benfon’s  niftory  of  St.  Peter*  See. 
would  maintain  that  both  the  epHUcs  of  Peter  were  wrote  rather  to 
the  Gentile  than  Jewiih  ChriftUns*  who  were  feattered  in  the  various 
provinces  above-mentioned.  But  as  all  their  reafonings  and  criticifms 
are*  in  my  account*  far  from  being  couduflvc;  andascarmlHngthem 
might  not  be  much  to  the  edification  of  the  common  Cbriftiup,  for 
whole  ufe  my  paraphrafe  and  notes  are  moil  immediately  intended,  I 
(hall  not  trouble  him  with  them:  and*  perhaps*  they  may  in  gooJ 
meafiire  be  anfwered*  by  only  fappofing*  (as  1  think  we  naturally 
may)  that  the  apoftle  principally  detigned  fuch  Jewifli  converts  as 
were  feattered  throughout  thole  countries,  though  not  to  the  excluGoa 
of  fuch  Gentile  believers*  as  were  mingled  with  them  *  in  like  manner 

as 
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M  the  apoftle  Paul  wrote  to  the  Gentile  Chriftians,  though  not  to  the 
cxcluGon  of  Jewifh  believers,  in  mod  of  his  cpiftles  to  particular  chur¬ 
ches. 

Several  confiderarioos  incline  me  to  think,  that  our  apoftle  bad  chief- 
If  a  refped  to  jewiflt  converts  in  both  his  epiftlea :  for  Peter  was,  in 
a  peculiar  manner,  the  apoftle  of  the  circutnciGon  \  and  therefore  k 
feems  highly  improbable,  and  out  of  character,  to  fuppofe  that  the  on¬ 
ly  eptftles  he  wrote  were  to  Gentile,  and  not  Jewifti  converts ;  and  our 
thoughts  are  led  to  tbefe  by  feveral  hints  in  the  eptftles  themfelves* 
He  con  fide  ra  them  as  perfons  who  were  redeemed  from  their  vain 

converfation  received  by  tradition  from  their  fathers,  (  chap.  i.  18.) 
which  the  Jews  had  been  moft  notorioufly  and  criminally  fond  of.  (fee 
Matth.  xv.  a,  3.  Mailt  viu  3,  8,  9.  and  Gal.  i.  14.  )  the  apoftle  alfo 
fpeaks  of  believing  women,  as  the  daughters  of  Sarah  ;  (  chap.  Hi.  6 .  ) 
which  could  not  be  (aid  with  juft  propriety  of  any  but  her  defeend- 
ents;  ft  nee  the  covenant,  oy  which  Gentile  believers  come  to  be  the 
children  of  Abraham,  was  made  immediately  and  exprefsly  with  him, 
and  not  with  Sarah  his  wife :  the  apoftle's  difeourfe  about  political  and 
relative  duties,  in  the  fecond  and  third  chapters,  feems  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  Jewifh  prejudices  againft  being  fubjedt  to  heathen  ma¬ 
gi  Orates  and  mailers  ;  his  befeeching  them  to  have  their  converfation 
bonejl  among  the  Gentiles  (  chap.  ii.  n,  12.)  carries  an  intimation  of 
there  being  a  diftin&  people  from  them :  the  judgement  which  Ihould 
begin  at  the  boufe  of  Cod,  and  was  juft  then  at  hand,  (  chap.  iv.  17.) 
evidently  relates  to  the  deflru&ion  of  the  Jews  and  their  temple,  which 
moft  nearly  concerned  thofe  of  that  nation.  And  in  his  fecood  epiftle 
he  f peaks  of  ah/aft  putting  them  in  remembrance,  as  long  as  he  ’war 
in  this  tabernacle,  and  of  endeavouring  that  they  might  always  have 
them  in  remembrance  after  his  deceafe\  (  chap.  i.  12.-15.)  which 
may  point  us  to  his  ordinary  personal  minillrations,  as  well  as  to  his 
writing  thefe  epiftles,  and  belt  agrees  to  his  office,  chara&er  and  work, 
as  the  apoftle  of  the  circumcifion.  And  his  firring  up  their  pure 
minds,  by  way  of  rementi/rance,  that  they  might  be  mindful  of  the  words 
which  were  fpoken  before  by  the  holy  prophets ,  (chap,  iii,  1,  2.  )  inti¬ 
mates,  that  they  had  been  before  converfant  with  thofe  words.  It 
may  alfo  be  very  likely,  that  what  he  mentions  of  his  beloved  brother 
PavPs  having  written  to  them,  (  ver.  15  )  refers  to  bis  epiftle  to  tbs 
Hebrews. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  as  I  apprehend,  we  may  abide  by  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion  that  both  thefe  epilHes  were  written  moftly,  at  lead,  for 
the  ufe  of  JewKh  profiling  believers  in  Chrilf,  who  were  difperfed 
through  the  feveral  places  above  mentioned  in  the  infeription  of  the 
firft  of  them. 

The  delign.  of  the  apoftle  in  this  firft  epiftle  was  to  eftablifh  thofe 
converts  in  tbe  faith  of  Chrift,  as  their  foundation ;  and  to  comfort 
them  under  fevere  perfecutions ;  (chap.  i.  and  ii.  1—8.)  to  engage 
them  to  an  honourable  confcientioiis  and  winning  behaviour  among 
the  gentiles,  and  particularly  to  is  faithful  difeharge  of  all  the  duties 
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of  their  civil  and  family  relations*  ( chap.  ii.  9  ad  jia.  and  iii.  1— 7) 
and  to  aneiercife  of  all  the  duties  of  brotherly  love  among  themfdves, 
and  of  their  refpeftive  fiat  ions  in  the  church  ;  concluding  with  a  pray¬ 
er,  that  the  God  of  all  grace  would*  in  and  after  all  their  terrible  fuf- 
ferings*  ftrengthen  and  fettle  them  in  their  faith  and  hope ;  and  that 
they  all  might  have  peace  in  Chrilt  Jefus.  (chap.  iii.  8.  to  the  end 
of  the  epiftle.) 


ciiap.  1. 

The  apoftk  fafutes  the  prof  effing  believers,  to  whom  he  wrote  ;  and 
bleffes  Cod for  his  fpectal  benefits  to  them  through  Jefut  Shrift,  in 
which  they  rejoiced  under  all  tribulations *  1 — y.  Jbcvjs  that  falvty- 
tio a  by  Chrift  was  foretold  in  ancient  prophecy*  to — 12.  and  ex¬ 
horts  them  to  all  holy  converfation,Jvit&de  to  their  principles,  pri- 
vileget  and  obligations ,  13—25. 


Text. 


Paraphrase, 


I'D  E  T  E  R  1,  "n  ETER,  who*  by  the  immediate  appointment 
tfjrfur  Chrift*  .  and  commiffion.  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift*  was 
to  th«  Granger*  conftituted  an  apoftle  principally  of  the  circumciGon, 
leattered  thr*’-  (Gal.  ii.  8.)  fends  this  epiftle,  under  divine  infpi ration* 
lrti/'cl'1**  do^  chiefly  to  the  profeiTing  Chrtftians  of  Jevtijb  extract, 
who  arc,  not  only  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  but,  pro- 
BUhyiua.  perly /peaking,  Grangers  in  foreign  countries ;  as  being 

expelled  from  their  own  land,  and  difperfed,  by  the 
Providence  of  God*  in  the  various  gentile  contiguous 

firovinces  of  Pontus *  Galatia *  Cappadocia ,  the  procon- 
iilar  Afta  and  Sitbynia .  f 

a  EUift  ae-  Who,  notwithftanding  the  former  revolt  as  a  na- 
cording  to  tho  t’on  fr°m  the  God  of  Jfrael,  and  from  his  covenant 
fbro-knowladge  made  with  the  fathers,  appear*  in  the  judgement  of 

chinty^ 

NOTE, 

T  AU  tbefccounrrlcff,  u  the  beft  ge-i*  from  the  captivity  to  their  own  lands 


graph  er*  thinks  lay  in  what  w?*  cal' 
ltfler  Aha,  vhkb  was  comuiu~ 
^  and  fpoken  of  by  way  of  diili  no¬ 
tion  fromtbc  large  continent  that  bore 
the  name  of  Afia,  in  the  three  grand  divl* 
fwwofthe  then  known  world,  America 
having  been  difeovered  in  litter  ages ; 
and  therefore  the  Afia  here  meant  and 
diftingnilhed  from  Ponrua,  Galatia,  &e. 
nmft  be  that  which  was  fometimes  cal* 
led  the  Roman  proconfaUr  AJia,  and 


bat  Jojoorncd  in  thofe  countries,  rather 
than  dkf  thofe  that  were  Hifpcrfed  by 
the  perfcruti»n  ipoken  of  in  Acte 
viii,  1,  For  t^efe  were  featured  only 
tli  rough  one  Jndra  and  Samaria,  r  ho  ugh 
afterward*  tome  of  them  travelkd  at 
far  at  Phenue,  and  ‘Cyprus,  and  An¬ 
tioch,  preaching  the  word  to  none  hut 
onto  the  Jews  only,  AtU  x\*  19-  But 
ail  thefe  countries  wcto  far  diftant 
from  thofe  in  to  which  thefe  {Iran^r* 


at  others,  Afia  pmper.  And  tlic  *are  frld  to  have  Ween  Scattered.  (Con- 

ahead  threu^berft  rhefe  fuU  Wells’s  geography  of  theNew  TcfL~ 
provinces  feem  to  be  meant  of  thofe  of  ament,} 
the  tribes  of  lfracl  that  did  not  return  ' 
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of  God  the  Far 
ihc^  through 
of 

tbr  Spirit  onto 
ubcditiict*  and 
f priori  mg  oldie 
blnot)  jof  Jcfitje 
Chrift-  Grace 
uniu  you,  and 
jH'acc  be  mul¬ 
tiplied. 


3  Blefltd  be 
theGo'laod  Fa- 
therofour  Lord 
Jefm  Chrift, 
which  accord¬ 
ing  to  hia  abun¬ 
dant  mercy, 
liurh  begotten 
fls  ^ain  unto  a 
Jtvdy  h ope*  by 
the  rcfurrcrtion 
n(‘  [c(ii«  Chriil 
from  the  dead 


charity;  by  the  tokens  of  his  (jracc  upon  them  in  their 
effectual  ailing,  to  be  the  objeds  of  his  fpecial  and  e* 
ternaf  choice,  according  to  the  kind  dtftiuguifhing  no¬ 
tice,  which  God  the  father  cook  of  them  before  all 
worlds.  (See  the  note  on  Rom,  fin.  19.)  with  a  graci¬ 
ous  defigu  of  bringing  them  to  eternal  life,  through  the 
renewing  and  purifying  operations  of  his  Spirit  on  their 
fouls,  to  engage  and  enable  them  to  yield  the  natives 
up  unto  all  holy  obedience  to  his  commandments  in 
heart  and  life ;  {Efb*  L  4.  See  the  panphrafe  and  notes 
there)  and  to  bring  them  under  an  application  of  the 
atoning  blood  of  Chrift,  for  the  remilfion  of  ihcir  fins, 
which  was  typified  by  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of 
facrilices  under  the  law,  and,  in  that  allufion,  is  fitly 
called  thebkod  of  fprinkUng.  (Ueb.  xii.  14*)  May  the 
free  favour  oT God  with  all  its  genuine  fruits  and  effects, 
in  their -utmoft  variety,  m ampliations  and  fulnefsiand 
all  profperity,  fpi  ritual  and  temporal,  as  confiding 
.of  peace  with  God,  and  peace  in  your  own  confidences, 
and  with  one  another,  and  ail  around  you,  and  every 
other  comfortable  circumftance,  be  abundantly  increafed 
towards,  and  in  you  ! 

3.  When  I  relief  on  the  great  and  bleffcd  things 
which  God  has  already  done  for  us,  whom  he  hath 
chofen,  redeemed,  and  called,  my  heart  is  filled  with 
gratitude,  joy  and  praife ;  and  ye  ought  to  join  wirh 
me  in  chearful  aferiptiona  of  all  pofiible  glory  and 
thankfgivings  to  God,  even  the  Father,'  who  with  re- 
fpc£t  to  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  is  his  God\  and 
with  refpeftto  his  divine  nature  is,  in  a  way  of  pecu¬ 
liarity  and  eminence,  his  Father  \  and  with  refpc£t-to 
(115  off  i:e- capacity  is  the  ccvenant-God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jdiis  Chrift,  whom  he  has  raifed  up  and  anoint¬ 
ed  to  be  the  Prophet,  Fricit  and  King,  and  £6  the  com¬ 
plete  and  only  Saviour,  of  every  one  of  us  who  truly 
believe  in  him*  Adored  and  for  ever  magnified  be  his 
glorious  name,  who,  not  according  to  our  deferts,  hut 
according  to  the  wonderful  riches  and  multitude  of  his 
free  and  love  reign  mercy,  in  which  he  chofe  us*  has 
now  begotten  us  anew  by  his  regenerating  fpirit,  to 
a  joyful  hope,  which  fprings  from  a  lively  faith,  and 
revives  the  heart,  has  fplritoal  life  and  vigour  in  it, 
and  has  for  its  objefta  refurreftion  to  eternal  life,  and 
fliall  certainly  iftue  in  it,  through  the  quickening  power 
and  virtue  of  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
through  faith  in  him,  who  by  his  fuflerings  umo  death, 
has  fa ri sited  divine  juliice  for  our  fins,  and  by  his  ri* 
fing  again  from  the  dead  for  our  jollification,  is  pubHck* 
V ol*  VL  f  1>  ly 
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Jy  owned  and  acquitted  by  God  the  Father,  that  our 
faith  and  hope  might  he  in  God  through  him.  (ver.  ai.) 

4  T»  an  in-  4.  Blefled  be  his  Dame  who  has  given  us  a  new  and 
lien ta nee  in-  fpiritupl  binh,  whereby  we  are  tendered  capable  of, 
imdcBtat, *  end  an<*  fifted  for,  as  well  as  rutitlcd  by  gracious  adoption 
that  fedeth  not  to  a  noble  inheritance,  as  the  portion,  anfwerahle  to 
away,  rcfrrvod  the  dignity  of  his  tons  i  (ffsnr.  viii.  17.)  An  iuheri* 
m  heaven  for  tancC(  not  0f  a  pCrj{hing  nature,  as  all  the  riches,  ho- 
nours,  and  plcafures  of  this  world  are j  nor  an  earthly 
inheritance,  like  that  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  from  which 
the  Jews  of  the  difperfion  are  driven  away  j  bur  an 
inheritance  which  will  make  a  rich  amends  for,  the 
Jofs  of  that )  and  of  all  temporal  pofleffions :  An  ever* 
Jailing  immortal  inheritance,  altogether  pure  and  holy, 
incapable  of  being  itfdf  defiled,  or  of  being  enjoyed  by 
polluted  fouls,  or  of  defiling  any  that  are  partakers  of 
it:  ami  never  decaying  in  its  worth,  fweetnefs  or  bean* 
ty  ;  but  always  frefb,  entertaining  and  delightful :  A 
glorious  in  heritahcc,con  filling  of  the  fuhlimcft  and  moll 
refined  enjoyments  which  never  fade,  like  the  garlaild® 
of  herbs  and  flowers  with  which  conquerors  ufed  to  be 
crowned  \  and  is  an  inheritance  fecurcly  laid  up,  and 
kept  fafe  in  Heaven,  by  the  immutable  purpole  and 
promife  of  God,  and  by  the  meritorious  and  efficacious 
mediation  of  Chrift,  as  a  precious  inexhauftible  trea* 
fure  for  all  arid  every  one  of  you  that  arc  begotten  to  it. 

5  "Wtio  are  5.  Who,  though  weak  in  yourfdves,  and  expofed 
kept  by  the  •  (0  innumerable  temptations  and  dangers  which  would  be 
throw)!0*  f?ith  t0°  f°r  yoa» werc  l’011  to  your  own  wifdom  and 
unto  ?a Nation,  ftrengrh  to  combat  with  them,  are  guarded  and  pre- 
rwdyto  He  re-  ferved,  as  in  a  gamfon,  )  Ly  the  almighty 

v«»led irtthrlait  poWer  efthe  great  God  himfelf,  which  is  engaged  for 
tIU,c*  your  preservation  and  tkfety' again  ft  all  your  enemies, 

through  a  daily  cxcrcife  cf  faith  in  its  dependence  on 
Chrift,  and  ic.iiizing  views  of  future  glory,  to  animate 
yon  in  your  Chrifliati  eourfe  of  obedience,  and  make 
you  vtclorious  over  fin,  Satan  and  the  world,  {Eph,  vi. 
16.  and  1  John  tit.  9,  and  v.  4.)  rill  ye  artive  at  com* 
plete  falvation  ;  which  falvatiou  is  already  prepared 
for  y-ii-,  tn  the  defign  of  God,  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  (Match,  xiv.  34.)  and  by  the  purchate  and 
advocacy  nl"  Chrill,  who,  as  yonr  head  and  forerunner, 
hits  taken  polio  Son  of  it  for  you  ;  and  which  wilffoon 
he  nvuiifelted  in  all  its  riches  and  delights,  when  he  lhall 
appear  to  judge  the  world  at  the  Iall  day,  and  yeJBall 
appear  with  him  in  glory  \  (Col.  iii.  3.  4.)  And  fo  ye 
arc  as  firfely  kept  for  this  inheritance,  a&  the  inheritance 
itfclf  is  for  you. 
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6  ’Wlerclo  ye 
greatly  rejoke, 
though  nnv  lor 

Si  (ifneej 

be)  ye  are  in 
hcaviarfs 
l  lira  ugli  manl- 
fiM  thnpt^ 

(Lom, 


7  That  the 
tn.il  oi  your 
faith  beiirgm  uch 
more  previous 
than  of  gold 
tint  perifheth, 
ihonwh  it  be  Tri¬ 
ed  with  fire* 
inijrtit  be  fhuod 
unto  praiic,  and 
hniTrtur,au<l  »Io* 
ry  at  the  ap- 
pcdnii^  of  J*l'- 
us  Chriit. 


H  Whom, hav¬ 
ing  not  fecn,  ye 
tiu-c;  in  whom 
r.iou^h  now  ye 
nut*  yet, 
hrl  luring  ye  re- 
juif.T  with  joy 
unlpo.i  table* 
$*Mt  full  of  jdo- 

r>  i 


6.  In  t)it  believing  view  and  hope  of  alt  this,  ye  well 
may,  as  I  trull  ye  do,  exceedingly  rejoice,  (ns  ye  {halt 
dill  more  abundantly  hereafter}  even  to  an  exultation) 
^xyctfcjLJ4ff0t)chougb  at  pr dent,  in  this  impcrfeO  date 
of  weaknefs,  Gn  and  farrow,  ye  far  a  little  while  (if  God 
fees  it  ncedfulfor  Ins  glory  and  your  good)  arc  gric- 
voufly,  and  yet  comparatively  fpeaking,  but  lightly  af¬ 
flicted,  through  a  great  variety  of  trials  from  Satan  and 
the  world,  aiul  from  your  own  infirmities  and  frailties, 
which  ye  arc  now  attended  with,  and  are  permitted  to 
he  fi>. 

7.  To  the  end  that  (***)  the  experiment  and  proof 

p}  (See  the  note  on  Jam ,  i.  3,)  of  your  genuine 
faith  in  Chrift,  which  is  abundantly  more  to  its  advan¬ 
tage  and  honour,  than  the  tri al  of  gold  can  be  todty~zff 
this)  how  much  fotver  it  he  refined  from  its  drofs  by  the 
fire,  is  of  a  perilhing  nature  (till,  and  may  be  worn  a* 
way  by  life,  and  lofa  fame  of  its  particles  in  the  very 
trial  of  it  5  Whereas  true  faith  is  improved  and  incrcafed, 
and  made  to  [bine  the  brighter,  by  theblcffmgof  God, 
upon  its  trials,  that  it  may  evidently  difeover  irfalf  with 
fuch  purity  and  eminence,  as  (hall  be  to  its  higheft 
commendation,  and  fliall  be  openly  approved  of  God, 
and  graciouily  rewarded  with  honour  and  glory,  as  its 
fruit  and  confequence;  and  as  Oval]  ultimately  redound 
to  His  moft  glorious  praife;  when  Jefus  Chrift,  (the  au¬ 
thor  and  fnifher  ofyourfaiihy  Heb,  sii*  2-)  (hall  be 
revealed  to  crown  his  own  work  in  you,  at  his  ftcond 
appearing  to  your  complete  fixation  :  And  then  it 
ihail  be  found,  that  thefe  fight  afflictions^  which  are 
but  for  a  moment ,  work  for  you  a  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory*  (2  Cor.  iv*  17.) 

8.  Though  ye,  who  arc  far  diftant  from  Judaat  ne* 
ver  f a\y  Chrift  with  your  bodily  eyes  ;  yet  through  the 
revelation  which  has  been  made  of  him  to,  and  in  your 
fouls,  by  his  word  and  fpirir,  yc  have  a  fin  cere  deGrc 
after  him,  affection  to  him,  ellcem  of  him,  and  de¬ 
light  in  him  ;  in  whom,  though  at  prefent  he  be  otic 
of  the  reach  of  your  corporal  fight,  and  ye  neither  fee 
him,  as  many' did  in  the  days  of  his  ilefh  on  earth,  and 
as  yc  yourfalvcs  will  in  his  (late  of  exaltation  hereafter, 
yet  white  ye  realize  and  appropriate  him  by  faith,  and 
truftin  Him  as  your  only  favimir,  ye  rejoice  in  him, 
and  in  hope  of  his  glory,  cvpn  unto  a  rapture  and  tri¬ 
umph,  with  a  joy  fa  fubltnic,  heavenly  and  fatisfying, 
Asfurpafii-s  the  powers  of  Unguigc  10  exprefs;  a  joy 
which  is  glorious  in  itfrlf,  and  attended  with  all  glory- 
ing  in  him  ;  and  is  indeed  a  lively  forctalle  amlearnclfc 
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of  the  glory,  with  which  ye  fhall  hereafter  be  glorified 
with  him.  iar9i  xaP*  ■«  itio% J 

9  Receiving  9.  When  ye,  like  conquerors  in  the  public  games, 

t>ie  end  oTjowr  (hall  receive  as  a  reward  of  grace,  the  perfe£tion 

fa  1  vat i onof  1  ,  «ir  a!>(l  ultimate  aim  of  your  faith,  and  the  end  which  it 
fowl*.  terminates  and  ilfues  in,  aven  the  complete  deliver* 

ance  -of  your  fouls,  which  are  the  principal  part  of  the 
man,  and  the  falvattofi  of  which  will  draw  after  it  that 
of  your  bodies  too,  from  all  fin,  want  and  mifery  ;  and 
the  advancement  of  your  whole  perfona  to  all  the  felici¬ 
ty  and  glory  of  the  heavenly  ftate. 

10  of  which  to.  Which  glorious  and  blefled  falvation,  as  to  be 
(aivRtiou  the  brought  about,  and  clearly  revealed  in  the  Mcffiah’a 

days,  was  foretold  by  the  antient  in  fpired  prophets,  who 
ftarched  dili-.  were  earneftly  inquifirive,  and  exceeding  diligent, 
gently.who  pro-  like  miners  digging  for  precious  oar,  (fjrixvwat)  in  their 
^carc^c5  a^ter  meaning  of  their  own  prophecies, 
«w“uatojou(  when  they  fpoke  many  ages  ago,  concerning  the  rich 
and  eminent  bit  flings  of  light  and  grace*  pardon,  pu¬ 
rity*  and  pea ct,  hope  and  joy,  which  ye  fhould  be  par¬ 
takers  of,  with  clear  evidence  of  your  owa  interett  in 
them* 

it  Searching,  1  r*  They  being  Tery  ftticfrous,  a*  Daniil  was,  by 
^ hat,  or  what  ftudying  the  fa c red  writings,  {Dan,  ix,  2* }  to  find  out* 
man  net  of  time  t0  w^at  purpofeT  and  with  a  reference  to  what  period 
thrift  P*  which  time*  and  what  fhould  be  the  particular  figns,  by 
wax  in  them  did  which  it  might  be  known,  as  alfo  whether  it  fhould  be 
jignifv,  when  it  iD  days  of  preceding  purity  or  vice*  light  or  darknefs, 
haodthc^ifl'cr  or  outward  peace  or  trouble  to  the  church,  that  the 
ings  of  Chrifr,  things  fhould  come  to  paf$f  which  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  % 
»nd  the  glory  whom  he  imparted  to  them*and  who  guided  and  affced 
lav  ^  *n  t^,cm’  when  he  bore  witnefs,  long  be- 

ov*  foreband  in  their  prophecies,  to  the  things  that  related 

to  the  extremely  painful  and  abating  fuffcrings  of  tbc 
MefTiab,  in  fool  and  body,  unto  death,  by  which  he 
fhould  be  cut  off  for  the  tnnfgreflions  of  his  people,  and 
make  reconciliation  for  their  iniquities  *  {  If a.  liii*  8. 
and  Dan.  ix.  24.  26.)  that  related  to  the  glories  (Mat) 


N  O  T  F, 

■  The  Spirit  of  ChrsfiTJ  tejttfting  the  Ghrijt  then,  as  when  Chrift  after  hit  a- 
flaring*  of  CM ft  And  the  gfofy  that  icenfxm  fent  him*  (John  xvh  7,)  And 
frtnld  /,/rtv,  end  Kii  revesting  to  the  the  Father  fait  birti  in  lih  name;  (chap* 
prophet*,  that  the  left i nm ny  rela ted  to  i[v,  26.)  And  that  therefore  he  was 
fnture  ages*  «r©  the  action*  of  a  rf/-  property  the  Spirit  of  Chrifi  or  of  the 
wiw  fvrfont  dlftinct  from  him,  whofc  (Gal.  iv.  6  )  As  wdl  as  of  the  Fa- 

fpjrit  he  \st  and  whnfc  fuffermgs  and  ther,  prior  to,  and  independent  of  their 
glory  he  teffcified;  and  his  being  railed  fending  h*TO*  in  cotifeqacnce  of  CTirilfv 
the  Spirit  of  CM  ft  when  he  before-  fufferings  and  exaltation#  and  not  me- 
hand  gave  tMs-icilimonyj  Jhews  that  be  rely  on  account  of  that  luiiSsa. 
aj  really  cxiltcd,  and  wai  tbt  Spirit  of 
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13  Vote  QriMB 
it  vat 

ilut  not  unto 
tbcinfclve^  but 
unto  yx  ibey 

dill  luinlfUr  ikcr 

things  wlitch 
arc  vnr  report¬ 
ed  unco  you  by 
tbevi  that  ha** 
prettied  the 
pAel  onto 
wii  tho  holy 
Ghoftfcimtown 
from  heaven ; 
vhkh  thins* 
the  angel*  de- 
Are  to  look  ui' 
to. 


1 3  Wherefore 
gird  up  me  lo ms 
ofyoarmind.  be 
fob*  tv  and  hope 
1a  the  «=*d,  fiir 
the  j^ritce  that 

U  to  be  brought 
uotoyoa  ti  the 

rcvtUtian  of 
Jeft*  Chriftj 


of  his  refiirrc&ion,  afeenfion  and  exaltation,  and  the 
effulion  of  hia  Spirit;  and  to  the  glory  of  the  pofpel- 
ftate,  and,  at  length,  of  all  his  members  with  him, and 
in  conformity  to  him,  which  ihonld  be  the  effect  and 
confluence  of'  his  atoning  facrifice,  and  fhould  abide 
for  ever  afterwards. 

1  z.  Unto  which  holy  pro  phew,  it  vas  made  known  . 
by  the  foggeftion  of  the  Spirit*  that  their  picdi&ion* 
were  not  to  be  fulfilled  in  their  days,  hut  in  after-times  ; 
and  that,  though  their  own  louts  were  refreshed,  end 
their  faith,  together  with  the  faith  of  the  godly  in  thole 
ages,  was  fupported  by  them ;  yet  that  they  did  not 
therein  fo  much  ferve  themfelves,  or  the  then  prefent 
generation,  as  they  did  os,  who  live  under  the  New 
Teftament  difpenfation,  and  are  favoured  with  its  im¬ 
portant  bleftings  j  which  ate  now  openly  proclaimed, 
and  faithfully  declared  to  you  in  the  glad  tidings  of 
falvatton,  by  them  who  have  publifhed  the  gofpel  of 
the  grace  of  God  to  yon  in  all  its  light,  liberty,  and  glo¬ 
ry;  which  has  been  divinely  confirmed  by  the  at¬ 
tending  teltimpny  and  communication  of  the  holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  in  Tiis  gifts  and  graces,  as  Tent  down  from  the  ex¬ 
alted  Saviour  ip  Heaven,  according  to  his  promife* 
(John  xiv.  26.  and  rv.  26.  and  xvi.  7.  and  J(ti,  chap, 
ii.)  which  gofpel  unfolds  things  fo  excellent,  profound 
and  entertaining,  that  the  holy  angels  themfelves,  thofe 
bright  and  happy  intelligences,  are  exceeding  defirous, 
like  ft u dents  greedy  of  further  improvement  in  the  belt 
of  all  knowledge,  to  make  critical  and  clofe  inquiries 
into  the  manifold  wifflom  of  God  that  la  difplayed  in 
them  i  which  was  emblematically  rep  re  fen  ted  by  .the 
cherubim  that  were  placed  over  the  ark  and  mercy* 
feu  (Bfod.  xxv.  20,)  in  a  ftooping  pollute  as 

though  they  would  accurately  pry  into  the  things  which 
were  contained  therein,  and  fignified  thereby.  (Sec 
the  note  on'  Beb.  hr.  5.) 

13.  Having  therefore  thefe  revelations  and  encourage¬ 
ments,  with  refpeft  to  future  and  eternal  bldfednefs, 
take  heed  of  waxing  weary  and  faint  in  your  minds; 
but  as  perlbns  are  wont  to  gird  up  the  long  garments, 
which  are  worn  in  Eaftern  countries,  about  their  loins, 
to  ftrengrhen  them  for  fervice,  and  prevent  en  tangle - 
merits  or  incumbrances,  in  travdling,  running,  fight¬ 
ing,  or  any  other  exercifcs;  and  as  the  Ifraelites  were 
to  have  their  loins  girded  at  the  psflbvex,  when  they' 
were  letting  out  from  Egypt  for  the  land  of  Canaan  ; 
(Gxod.xii.  it.)  folct  it  be  your  continual  endeavour, 
by  divine  alliftance,  to  gather  your  loofe  thoughts  and 
D  3  aillflion* 
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f4  As  obedi¬ 
ent  thildren, 
Aot  ftflitaning 
yonrfctVM  ac¬ 
cording  to  the 
former  lufts>  in 
you*  ignorance. 


15  But  as  he 
which  hath  cal¬ 
led  \ou  U  holr, 
lo  be  ye  holr  in 
all  manner  of 
conversation; 


l6  Beeanfe  St 
i*  wrl'ttoii'p  fie 
yr  holy,  for  1 
gm  holy. 


affections  together;  to  get  rid  of  the  cares  and  incum¬ 
brances  of  this  life  ;  to  moderate  your  appetites  to,  and 
make  a  temperate  ufc  of  the  things  of  this  world,  with 
holy  vigilance.  («■*•*«?)  like  fervants  that  wait  fbr  the 
coqmig  of  their  Lord.  {Luke  xii.  35~— 37-J  And  be 
careful  to  maintain  a  fincere,  unlhakcn,  growing  and 
per  fevering  truft  and  hope  in  ChrHt,  (Tl*w  iKxtrxU)  to 
the  end  oi  your  days,  temptations  and  conflicts,  with 
joyful  confidence  and  allured  exportation  of  all  the  biifc 
and  glory  of  the  heavenly  flate,  which  is  merely  the 
gift  of  God’s  free  favour,  [Rout,  V1..23,)  and  is  the  per* 
feftion  of  the  begun  work  of  grace  in  you  here;  and 
which  (hall  he  brought  into  your  com  pi  ere  and  actual 
poflcfSon,  when  the  Lord  Jefus  Jhail  be  revealed  from 
heaven  viith  his  might j  angels  %  and  Jhail  come  to  he 
glorified  in  his  faints  ^  and  admired  in  all  them  that  be¬ 
lieve.  (2  Thtfl'.  i«  7,  10.) 

14.  Behaye  then  fuitahfe  to, your  fpiritual,  high  and 
noble  biith,  privileges  and  hopej,  as  dutiful  children, 
iiitirdy  fubjedt  to  the  authority  and  commandments,  and 
fubmiflivc  to  the  willof  your  heavenly  fatherin  all  things; 
And  take  heed  of  falling  in  with,  :(ft*  ***£»«* 
or  being  conformed  to  the  corrupt  inclinations  and  de- 
fires,  themes,  principles,  practices,  language,  and 
fafhions  of  the  men  of  this  world,  arid  particularly 
of  this  degenerate  age,  as  formerly,  while  yc  were 
Grangers  to  Chrifl  and  the  gofpel,  and  were  invol¬ 
ved  in  darknefs  and  error,  under  the  power  and  do¬ 
minion  of  firjbly  htjlsy  which  war  againjt  the  /only 
(Chap.  ti.  ii.) 

1  5.  But  as  God  is  effenmlly  and  perfectly  holy,  who 
has  called  yon  by  his  grace  to  the  faith  and  fellowship 
of  his  fon  JefiiS  Chrift,  that  ye  mipht  be  a  holy  people 
to  him  ;  fo  yc  uu^ht,  as  far  as  pollibje,  to  imitate  and 
refimble  him -in  the  purify  and  Jhndliry  of  your  hearts, 
and  of  your  whole  lives  aiid  convcrfaimu,  at  all  times; 
in  every  circitmflaitce  of  profperity  and  adverfitv,  and 
in  every  relation  in  which  ye  ftand  toward  Gcd  and 
one  another,  and  towards  all  men,  whether  friends  or 
enemies,  fahua  or  fmnere.  This  ye  are  obliged  unto 
by  a  diyiite command  ; 

16.  Becaufe  God  fays  now  to  you,  as  he  often  di<[ 
to  his  antieiit  cpvenant^  people  the  jews,  recorded  in 
the  writings  of  the  pid  Tdizmem,  {Lev.  si,  44.  and 
xix*  2.  and  xx.  26.)  I  demand  that  ye  be  a  holy  people 
umo  hie,  after  my  nwn  heart  and  likenefs  ;  for  f,  the 
Lord  your  God  and  Father,  am  a  holy  God,  of  purer 
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eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  without  the  utmoft  detefta- 
lion  of  it.  (Habak.  i.  13,} 

t;  A  ad  If  ye  17‘  -And  if,  anfwerable  to  four  holy  profeflioo,  ye 
cal)  os  the  Fa*  'from  your  very  hearts  call  God  your  Father  in  Cbrik, 
I,Kr*  an<^  in  his  name,  and  pay  all  religious  bo* 

wrfo"*  judgeih  maSe  to  bim>  wbo  w“hout  any  partial  refpefit  of  per- 
oecordtnj  B  to  fons,  on  account  of  tbeir  earthly  anceftors,  or  external 
every  mati'e  relations  and  privileges,  judges  concerning  them  and 
work,  tiaf*  the  fenteoce  upon  them  in  his  word,  and  will  do  fi» 

in  rigbteou/nefs  by  Jefus  Chrift  at  the  laft  day,  (JBt 
in  fear;  xvii.  31.  and  Rem*  iie  16*)  according  to  to  hat  every  one’s 

works  now  are*  and  (hall  then  be  found  to  be*  whether 


18  F^rxfmncb 
at  yekoflw  that 
ye  were  not  re¬ 
deemed  with 
cormptihle 
thing*,  as  lit  ter 
aud  gold,  front 
your  vain  cwi- 
verfation  re¬ 
ceived  by  tradi¬ 
tion  from  your 
fathers : 


19  But  with 

the  prtripus 
blood  of  Chrift, 
as  of  a  Lamb 
without  blenitih 
and  without 
Ipott 


good  or  evil,  in  proof  of  their  being  his  obedient  chiU 
dren  ( ver .  14.)  or  not.  Thefe  folemn  confideratians  of 
God  fhoaid  excite  and  engage  you  to  an  humble  and 
awful  reverence  of  him,  and  fear  of  offending  -him  ; 
together  with  a  godly  jealoufy  over  your  own  hearts, 
and  fear  jjf  being  left  to  yourfdres,  for  the  little  time 
that  ye  may  be  here  in  a  (late  of  pilgrimage,  parting  on 
through  this  world,  as  (trangers  upon  earth,  to  ynur  own 
better  country  and  inheritance  in  heaven,  to  which  ye 
are  begotten,  (ver.  3.  4.)  and  which  God  has  prepared 
for  you  (//<■£.  xi.  9.  10.  13.  16.) 

1$.  And  ye  ought  to  be  the  more  ftronglv  induced 
and  encouraged  to  go  on  in  this  holy  convention  and 
religious  fear.  Cnee  ye,  as  true  believers,  mult  needs 
be  afiiired  that  your  redemption  and  recovery  from  all 
the  corrupt,  empty,  defiling  and  deftniQivc  manners 
and  ctidoms,  which  in  the  days  of  your  fin  and  folly 
ye.were  brought  up  in,  and  went  into,  as  handed  down 
from  age  to  age  by  the  traditions  of  your  rabbies  and 
ancertors,  and  as  taught  and  pra&ifed  hy  your  imme¬ 
diate  fathers  after  the  flelh ;  ye,  I  fay,  cannot  bo  igno¬ 
rant  that  your  deliverance  from  all  this,  and  from  its 
dreadful  confluences,  was  not  purchased  by  lb  mean 
a  price  as  the  perilhing  riches  of  this  world,  fuch  as 
the  Giver  and  gold  which  arc  paid  for. buying  poor  cap¬ 
tives  out  of  bondage,  mifery  and  flavery  among  men  : 

19.  But  ye  know  that  it  was  by  nolefs  a  price,  than 
the  noble  and  invaluably  precious  blood,  fnffcnngs  and 
death  of  the  fon  of  God,  as  the  anointed  Saviour,  who, 
through  the  eternal  Spirit  offend  bimfeff  without  fpot 
unto  God,  (He!/,  ix.  14.)  as  an  atoning  facrifice  of  a 
fweet  Knelling  favour,  (£ph.  v.  2.)  perfe&ly  holy,  and 
free  from  all  original  or  aQual  defilement,  flaw  or  de- 
fcfl,  as  was  typified  by  the  pafchal  Iamb,  and  the  lambs 
which  were  offered  as,  daily  facrifices  every  morning  and 

even* 
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2oWh<*  verr 
It  vac  tnrc-or1 
d^nctl  before 
the  foundation 
of  the  wo  rid  .but 
W*s  manifrft  |a 


theft  Ufl 
for  jou; 


tiroes 


evening,  under  the  law,  and  were  to  be  without  joy 
lc im(  of  blcinilh,  (Ex.  liL  5,  and  M/m*  xxviii.  3*4,  9,} 
that  they  might  the  better  prefigure  this  immaculacy 
and  eminent  Lamb  of  Cod : 

20*  Who  was  moft  certainly  intended  to  be  the  only 
true  propitiatory  (acrifice,  long  before 'jbofc  lepl  (ha* 
dove  of  him  were  inftitlited  ;  yen,  who  was  originally 
appointed  of  Cod  hereunto  in  his  eternal  decree,  before 
the  foundation  of  the  earth  was  hid ;  but  it  was  in  the 
fulncls  of  time!  that  he  was  font  into  our  nature  and 
world,  (Gat*  iv*  4.)  and  fo  was  mamfefted  in  the 
to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law \  and  in  thefe 
concluding  dap  of  the  Jcwith  age,  and  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  hft  difperifetion  of  Go^s  grace  to  tbg- 
church,  he  was  clearly  made  known,  and  demonftrated 
to  be  the  great  and  only  Redeemer  of  toft  tinners,  which 
}ie  really  is,  and  1$  now  openly  declared  to  be  for  your 
eternal  ialtation  ;  * 

21.  Who  through  him,  z$  the  only  Mediator,  tmft 
and  fiope  in  God,  as  a  reconciled  God  and  Father,  who, 
in  teftimony  of  his  being  thoroughly  appealed  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  railed  up  his  crucified  body  from  the 
and  gave,  and  exalted  Mm  in  human  nature  to  the  Mgheft 
tba*  ylivL- rdtdi  “onourt  authority  and  dominion,  at  his  own  right  hand, 
and  hop?  migiit  that  ye,  encouraged  by  this  ujiqueftiqnable  evidence  of 
his  being  the  true  and  accepted  Meftiah,  and  of  his  haT 
ying  'finished  the  work  which  hit  Father  gave  him  to 
do  upon  ^arth,  might  place  yourimjrc  dependence  and 
confidence  in  God,  through  him,  -  for  ail  the  blefling* 
ye  need  here,  and  For  a  refurreftion  to  eternal  life  nod 
glory  hereafter,  ye  therein  relying  upon  God  as  a  God 
of  pdace  and  Father  pf  mercies  to  you  on  his  account* 
%2*  Since  ye  have  been  enabled  to  mortify  and  fub- 
due  the  power  of  tbofc  corruptions  which  forrnerlyde- 
filed  your  fouls,  and  to  become  holy  in  heart  and  life, 
{vcr.  14.  j  5.)  by  the  obedience  of  faith,  accQrdingto 
the  command  or  God,  and  the  truth  of  rlic  gofpel,  (fee 
Rem *  xv u  2j-  20*  ahd  1  in-  23.}  through  rhe 
powerful  operation  of  the  Divine  Spirit, who  has  wrought 
this ‘happy  and  holy  change  in  you;  and  fi  nee  being 
thus  fiinfiijitd  ihrcngb  the  truth;  (Jc hn  xvii*  17,)  yc 
arc  brought  to  aTinccre,  undtiH: muled  and  hearty  af- 
frftion  to  your  Chrifthm  brethren,  as  fuch,' let  it  he 

Jroaf  daily  confriciuiaus  care  to  cultivate  this  brotherly 
ove,  yet  more  and  more,-  towards  one  another,  not 
merely  in  word,  but  in  truth,  with  all  its  fubfhmmt 
fruits  and  genuine  efieCta;  au i  with  the  intenfc  fervour 


21  Who  by 
btm  do  believe 
in  God  that  riif* 
c3  him  up  from 
the 


be  in  God. 


12  Serin*  ye 
have  pnrified 
vnr  foul*  in  o*- 
teyi  iifr  thttrbth 
through  ijieSpi- 
rit,  unto  an- 
feigned  love  nf 
the  brethren  i 
ft*?  tb&f  y?  lovo 
one  another 
with  a  pore 
lican  fervent" 
\jr 
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33  Being  bam 
i^aia,  of 

corruptible  feed 
h*n  of  incorrup¬ 
tible,  by  the 
Wnrd  «f  God 

which  If  vet  h. 

and  abideth  for 
tver* 


24  fw  *11 
fleft  w  as  graft, 
anH  alt  the  glo* 
r*  i)fmnr»  the 

flower  of  grafs. 
Tlie  graft  wt* 

themU,  and  the 

flower  thereof 
friicfk  away  ; 


(5  But  the 
wordof  the  r*ni'd 
en^urcth  for  e* 
vrr.  And  tlii*  u 
the  word  whieK 
by  the  gotpei  it 
prenched  qutp 
yott. 


of  a  heart  purified  by  faith,  and  by  regenerating  grace. 

23.  Ye  being,  as  1  truft,  realty  partakers  of  a  new 
and  fpiritual  birth,  which  doth  not  proceed  from  mor¬ 
tal  feed,  like  your  natural  birth,  nor  from  a  corrupt 
principle,  which  produces  only  corruptible  effefls,  like 
what  the  carnal  Jews  received,  with  all  its  external  pri¬ 
vileges,  bydefoent,  as  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham; 
but  is  a  fupernatural,  fpiritual  and  immortal  birth  ;  ye 
being  begotten  by  means  of  tbe  Word  of  Truth,  {Jam. 

]>  i8»)  which  is  incorruptible  in  itfelf,  and  in  its  vital 
produftion,  and  which,  under  the  influence  of  the  DU 
vine  Spirit,  is  of  quickening  efficacy,  and,  like  its  au* 
jhor,  remains  unchangeably  the  fame  in  its  own  nature, 
?nd  in  its  immortal  virtue  for  ever;  and  fo  brings  forth 
a  nobler  binh  than  can  be  derived  from  the  moft  f i* 
pious  anceftoTB  upon  earth, 

24*  For  all  flefbty  dcfceitt*  with  its  fairtft  fruits,  .. 
may  properly  be  compared  to  the  green  grafe  or  herb  of 
the  field ;  {Ifa.  xl.  6.  7*)  and  all  the  natural  and  acqui¬ 
red  endowments  of  man,  as  man,  and  external  privi¬ 
leges  of  any  man,  in  his  prefent  ftate  of  degeneracy, 
and  all  the  ornaments  of  nature  and  art,  as  well  as  the 
honours  of  pedigree,  which  carnal  minds  pride  them- 
fdves  in,  and  the  Jews  boaft  of  in  their  relation  to  A- 
hraham  ;  all  this  may  be  likened  to  the  gay  and  beauti¬ 
ful  flower  which  the  grafe  bears  in  its  verdure ;  it  all 
foon  fades  and  dies  away,  like  blighted  and  withering 
£rafr,  together  with  its  moftftowy  and  admired  adorn* 
mgs,  that  ficken  and  drop  off,  like  the  flowers  of  the 
field,  when  the  wind  paJTe$  oyer  it,  and  it  is  gone- 
{Pf.  ciii*  15.  l6>) 

2  5 »  But  fo  incomparably  more  excellent  is  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  ( !fa *  xl,  8,)  and  the  fpiritual  birth  produ¬ 
ced  by  it,  that  it  always  abides  the  fame  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture  and  effe£U,  as  the  feed  which  remains  in  true 
believers;  (1  John  iii*  9.)  and  is  ever  living  and  enli¬ 
vening  without  decay  of  irs  virtue,  and  will  be  effec¬ 
tual  to  puke  them  happy  for  ever*  And  this  is  no  o- 
ther  than  that  divinely  inspired  word,  which  contains 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Cbrift,  and  is 
; communicated  to  you  in  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel 
by  his  mmiftring  fervants,  and  rendered  efficacious  in 
the  renovation  of  the  whole  man?  by  the  b|effa|  Spirit 
unto  eternal  life. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  a  beautiful  and  harmonious  concurrence  is  there  in  the  cic&ion  of  the 
Father,  the  redemption  of  the  Son*  and  the  feviifiealioo  of  the  Spirir,  For  pro- 
iucinj:  faith  and  holy  obedience  here,  iu  order  to  compieat  falvation  herralbr  1 
-  ?  "  '  '  iildftd 


Ch.fc 
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Bleffed  be  God,  that  wherever  his  grace  takes  effcft  upon  any  of  os,  we  are 
new  bom  to  a  happy  and  glorious  Immortality ;  and  our  fouls  are  purified  by  the 
obedience  of  faith,  unto  a  linccre  love  of  the  brethren,  through  the  Spirit,  by 
means  of  the  gofpd,  which  has  a  quickening  virtue,  and  ever  lives  in  its  effica¬ 
cy' to  maintain  the  principle  of  fpnrituallife,  till  it  be  perfe&ed  In  life  eternal  i 
We  are  therein  begotten  as  the  children  of  God,  according  to  bis  rich  and  a- 
bounding  mercy,  to  a  living  hope  of  heaven /through  the  refarredion  of  Chrift 
from  the  dead,  and  to  an  enjoyment,  in  due  time;  of  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  incorruptible,  free  from  all  impurity,  and  eternally  abiding  and  enter- 
fanning,  without  decay ;  And  as  this  is  made  ready  and  referred  in  heaven  for  us* 
fo  we  are  fefely  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith,  to  that  falvation, 
which  fhall  he  revealed  in  all  its  fulnefa,  grace  and  glory  at  the  taft  day,  for 
which  we  believe  in  an  unfren  Jefus.  G  delightful  profped  and  freurity  to  all 
that  are  born  of  God  \  How  tranfrendent  to  the  perifhmg  honours  and  ad  tan* 
tages  of  this  fife,  which  fade  and  die,  like  the  grafs  and  flower  of  the  field ! 
AVithwhat  tranfport  may  their  faith  triumph  m  Chrift  a  audit  all  the  various  mo¬ 
mentary  affr&ions,  which  God  fees  to  be  needful  for  them,  that  their  faith  be¬ 
ing  exercifed,  proved  and  improved,  by  means  of  thofe  fiery  trials,  to  better 
purport:  than  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  may  fhine  with  the  brighter  honour  and  glo¬ 
ry  at  the  final  appearing  of  Jefqs  Chrift !*— What  a  folid  foundation  for  our 
faith  have  we  in  him,  who  was  appointed  of  God  from  all  eternity  to  be  his  filia¬ 
tion;  was  foretold  by  the  a  ntient  prophets,  and  is  now  more  dearly  revealed  in  the 
gofpel !  He  came  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  to  redeem  bis  people  from  all  their  fins 
and  ruin  of  the  fall,  and  of  traditional  corruptions,  not  with  fiber  and  gold,  but 
with  Kffown  precious  blood,  as  of  a  lamb  without  bfemilh  ;  and  his  father  mi* 
fed  him  from  the  dead,  and  exalted  him  in  our  nature  to  the  hightft  authority 
gqd  dignity,  that  our  faith  and  hope  might  be  emboldened  to  fix  on  God,  as  our 
.reconciled  God  and  Father  through  him*  How  furprififtg  and'  important  arc 
thefe  things  1  The  holy  angels  daftly  ftudy  them;  and  we  ought  to  do  fo  roo, 
as  being  mure  nearly  concerned  in  them *— —How  affectionately  fhoutd  we  love 
tbe  once  fnflering  and  now  exalted  Saviour,  ai;d  all  our  Chriftian  brethren  for 
bis  fake  l  How  holy  ought  we  to  be  in  obedience  to  the  commands,  and  in  i- 
nutation  of  our  heavenly  Father,  who,  as  an  impartial  judge,  has  no  refped  of 
■  pcrfoEia,  but  will  pafe  a  final  fentence  of  happinefs,  or  mifery,  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
upon  the  whole  world,  according  to  the  different  kinds  and  degrees  trf  their 
works  1  With  what  godly  fear  fliould  we  reverence  him  all  the  days  of  our 
lives  l  And  how  fhould  we  behave  with  vigilance  and  fobricty  rj  pilgrims  and 
ftratigers,  who  no  longer  fall  in  with  tbe  corrupt  manners  of  this  yrorid,  as  in 
tbe  time  of  our  unregercrar.y ;  but  travel  through  it  to  our  heavenly  home, 
and  maintain  a  ftedfaft  hope  to  the  end  of  life,  that  he,  who  has  begun  the  good 
work  in  ns,  will  finifli  it  in  eternal  glory ! .  May  grace  and  peace  be  abun¬ 
dantly  multiplied  to  a!)  foch  \ 
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The  Apofite  recommends  a  temper,  fuitable  to  their  char  after  t  as  barn 
again,  and  a  daily  recourfc  to  Chrifi  as  their  only  foundation,  i  — le. 
Dir  efts  their  holy  converfation  among  the  gentiles,  it,  12.  Exhorts 
fubjetls  and fervants  te  pay  qtt  proper  obedience  to  their  civil  govern¬ 
ors  and  wafers,  13 — 18.  And  to  he  patient  in  imitation  of  their 
filtering  Saviour  under  all  bardjbips  that  might  he  wrongfully  laid 
upon  them,  lj/ — 25* 1 


Text- 


Paraphrase. 


XITHerefiiit 

YV  laying  a* 

fide  all  malice. 


and  ill  guile, 
And  hjpocrifiej, 
And  envies,  and 
ull  cvU  fpeat- 

*ny. 


2  Asn(\ir*bo^ 
b^!i^  dclirc  the 
fiiu:cre  milk  of 
the  vnnl  that 
\v  may  grow 
thereby* 


3  IT  fa  he  ye 
haivtatfH  that 
the  T  o*d  h  gra- 
cioua 


1.  Q INCE  therefore  ye  are  partakers  of  a  new.  and 

tj  fpiritnal  hirth,  whereby  ye  are  formed  for  puri¬ 
ty  and  brotherly  love,  (chap.  i.  22,  23.)  ye  ought  to 
pat  off,  call.  away,  and  utterly  abhor,  as  ye  would  old 
rotten  and  filthy  garments  that  are  unfit  to  be  worn, 
all  manner  of  wickednefsor  naughrinefs, (««■“»  ^ 

Jam.  i.  21.)  and  particularly  all  malicious,  fpiteful  and 
revengeful  heart,  burnings,  defigns  and  practices  againft 
your  fellow  Chriftians,  or  any  one  whatsoever;  toge¬ 
ther  with  alt  frauds,  deceitful  flatteries  and  infincerc 
compliments ;  and  all  hypocritical  profeflions  of  reli¬ 
gion  toward  God,  and  of  refpeft,  love  and  fricndfhip 
ip  others  ;  as  alfo  all  envious  grudging  and  repining  at 
their  profperity  ;  and  all  backbitings,  defamations  and 
detracting  words,  which  proceed  either  from  a  guiier 
fo),  or  malicious,  or  envious  difpofition  of  the  heart* 

2.  And  as  all  thefe  defiling  and  pernicious  evils  are 
to  be incirely  abandoned;  fo,  as  new* born  infants  long 
after  the  mother’s  milk,  ye,  under  a  feeling  fenfe  of  your 
wants,  ought  to  have  eager  appetites  for,  and  earned  de- 
fircs  after  the  pure,"  uncorrupted  word  of  God,  (  *»>-**» 

)  as  containing  proper  food  and  nouriflmient  for 
rational  and  immortal  fouls,  that  ye  may  grow  in  know¬ 
ledge  and  grace,  comfort  and  holinefs,  and  in  all  fpiri- 
toal  flrcngch and  fixture  unto  a  perfect  man  in  Chrjft, 
( Eph.Jv.,  t3»  )  by  means  of  that  very  word  of  the  gof- 
pcl  by  which  ye  were  regenerated,  and  which  fives  anti 
abides  for  ever ,  (  chap.  i.  23.  ) 

3.  Ye  not  only  ought  to  have,  hut  ye  certainly  will 
have  an  utter  averiion  to  all  fin,  and  an  appetite  to  the 
good  word  of  God,  {  ver.  1,  2,  )  in  cafe  ye  have  really 
had,  as  I  hope,  an  experimental  acquaintance  with,  and 
a  true  relilh  and  favour  of,  the  mercy  and  grace  of  the 
Lord  jefm  to  your  own  fouls,  though  it  be  but  as  a 


tfo  The  Pirfi  Eptfile  ^  P  B  TEH  parapBr&fed. ''  Oh.  bV 


4  To  wham 
panuD^  ^  auto 
&  living  ftonf> 
dibtldwed  in¬ 
deed.  of  (lOTwbdt 
cfaofen  of  God, 
ooi  prtctoui. 


S  Ye  dfa  >f 
lively 

built  up  a  fpi- 
ritual  boufc,  an 
boly  pf  left  hood 
to  offer  op  fpl- 
ritoal  fieri  licet, 
acceptable  to 
God  by  Jefofl 
ChrtiL 


tafte,  ia  comparifoo  with  what  ye  fliail  hereafter  enjoy 
io,  and  from  him. 

4.  To  whom  ye  are  to  he  daily  applying  by  faith  for 
all  further  edification,  fupport  and  eftabliihmcnt,  as  uo^ 
to  the  only  foundation  of  all  your  fecurity,  hope  and 
happioefs  ;  which,  in  allufiou  to  the  foundation  of  the 
temple,  in  which  the  Jews  glory,  may  be  compared,  not 
only  to  a  Hone  for  folidity  and  ftrength,  firmnefs  and 
'duration  \  but,  by  way  of  eminence,  to  a  living  Hone,  * 
as  he  has  life  in  himfelf,  and  comiminicatee  quietening 
influence,  and  ever  lives  to  aniniateall  that  are  united 
to  him',  and  built  upon  him.  He  -  is  indeed  defjdfed 
and  reje&ed,  as  by  the  JewiGi  rulers,  (  Luke  xx.  17.  ) 
ia  hy  all  carnal  Jews,  and  unbelievers,  who  fee  no  form, 
comeHnefi  or  beauty  in  him  to  dejite  him,  (lia.  liii.  2.)  and 
will  not  come  to  him,  that  they ‘might  have  life-,  {  John, 
v.  40.  )  but  he  was  chofen  of  God,  and  appointed  to 
be  the  foundation  of  bis  church  from  all  eternity,  ( chap, 
i.  20.  )  and  is  mod  excellent  in  himfelf,  dear  and  ho¬ 
nourable  in  the  fight  of  God  his  Father,  (who  has  high* 
ly  exalted  him)  and  in  the  eftcem  of  all.  that  believe  in 
him,  ( ver.  7.  ).  as  compleatly  able  to  bear  the  whole 
weight  of  God’s  glory,  and  the  falvatian  of  bis  church, 
which  he  has  laid  upon  him. 

5.  And  ye,  thus  coming  to  him,  are,  as  it  were  li¬ 
ving  ftones,  ( »r  *<<■*  f»*Tir  )  as  being  fpiritually  alive 
hy  derivation  from  him,  in  virtue  of  your  union  with 
him,  who  is  your  living  and  enlivening  foundation ;  and 
are  erefted  and  edified  inthe  nobleft  manner  upon  him, 
being  An///  together  for  a  habitation  of  Cod  through 
the  Spirit j  (Eph.  ii.  22,)  all  the  parts  of  which  build¬ 
ing  are  ofafpiritual  nature,  fuch  ai  God  delights  to 
dwell  in  after  a  more  gracious  and  beneficial  manner, 
than  he  ever  did  in  the  temple,  which  was  bu3t  of  the 
noli  beautiful  ftones :  (Luke  xxi.  5.)  ye  are  alio  be¬ 
come  more  excellent  priefts  to  God,  than  thofe  under 
the  law,to  bring  and  prefent,  not  ceremonial  and  ty¬ 
pical  facrifices,  like  them,  much  lefs  atoning  facrifices, 
like  that  of  our  Lord ;  but  spiritual  offerings  of  felf- 
dedication,  prayer  and  praifes,  alms-deeds,  and  all  fort 


V  O  T  F_ 

*  A  fivtng  fictf*  in  fhc-tiitrat  feufe  in  lanjEna^r  no  more  im- 

puy  be  thought  an  InronGULmt  idea,  propriety  in  Chrift1*  heinjil»keii  rfal 
But  at  thi»  amt  federal  other  eapref-  *  Hying  than  as  tiv/ttg  £«v«<4aml 

fioiu  in  thcfollowiogverfe  flittYideot*  4  Hving  {John  vi*  JL  and  Heb»  x, 

ly  metaphorical,  and  defined  to  figrn-  20.)  To  Ihev  hu  excellence  above  all 
fy  Chrift  as  a  fph  itnal  foundation,  and  other  bread*  or  way 5*  Aad  theapoftle 
Lia  members  a*  the  building  ererted  up*  Peter's  fiieaking  of  him,  under  theme- 
on  it,  ht  alluficiu  and  preference  fc»  the  tanlior  of  a  living  jtoitf,  flitrwa  that  ho 
temple  at  JerufaLecffp  which  the  Jews  did  not  account  himfelf,  but  Chriftnft- 
look'd  upon  ai  their  higheft  (rlory;  there  ly;  to  be  the  FoaotfaiiCM-Slpuc  tbt 

U  a  Unking  beauty  vigour  aq4  eiuiryh* 
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of  fruits  of  rigbteoufnds,  (Rom.  xii,  i.  Phil.  i.  1 1.  and 
Hcb.  xiii.  ij.  i<S.)  which  are  well-pleating  to  God,  and 
gredoufly  accepted  of  him,  through,  and  on  account  of 
the  propitiatory  facrifice  and  interceflion  of  Chrift,  the 
only  mediator,  who  hat  reconciled  you  to  God,  introdu¬ 
ces  you  to  him,  and  renders  both  your  per  fens  and  fcf- 
Tices  acceptable  in  bis  fight.  1 

6.  Accordingly,  we  hare  a  teftimony  of  the  following 
6  purport  concerning  Chrift,  as  it  is  contained  in  the 

»Ub  it  >i  cou-  prophetic  writings  of  the  Old  Tcftament,  (Ifa.  xxviii. 
taincd  in  •  the  j<5.)  obfcrve,  lays  God,  with  attention  and  holy  admi- 
fcripture.  Be-  faith  and  hope,  love  and  joy,  I,  the  fovereien 

Sjon  a  chief  cor*  Lord  of  all,  have  of  my  own  mere  good  pleafure  ap- 
ncr-ftoae,  cleft,  pointed  and  provided,  fitted,  prepared,  and  placed  the 
Media  h  in  my  Church*,  as  a  fure  foundation  and. chief 
«th  oifhim  fhall  <ofnCT*ftone,  which  has  been  tried  and  proved,  and 
Rotbcconibnnd-  found  effcftua],  to  unite  Jews  and  Gentiles,  the  Old 
•4*  and  New  Teftament  Church,  and  cement  all  the  mem¬ 

bers  of  both  firmly  and  conapa&iy  together;  and  to 
add  ftrength  and  beauty  to  them ;  a  ftone,  which  I,  in 
infinite  wifdom  and  grace,  have  chofen  for  this  purple, 
which  is  excellent  and  honourable  in  itfelf,  and  exceed¬ 


ing  dear  to  me.  And  whofoever  he  be,  whether  Jew 
or  Gentile,  a  greater  or  lelTer  firmer,  that  depends  in¬ 
ti  rely  on  Chrift,  or  builds  hy  faith  on  him,  as  his  fure 
and  only  foundation,  (hall  never  be  afhamed  to  own 
him,  or  be  confounded  by  any  of  his  enemies  for  pro- 
felling  his  name,  nor  ihafl  he  ever  be  afhamed  or  con¬ 
founded,  through  any  difappoimment  of  his  hope  in 
Chrift,  as  they  are,  who  inconfiderately  build  on  a 
faody  foundation,  and  whofe  vain  confidences  are 
defeated,  through  rafli  and  precipitate  meafures,  and 
and  orer-hafle  to  accompiilh  them  :  (fee  the  note  un 
Rom.  ix.  33.)  but  he  (hall  have  boldneft  in  tbt  day  of 
judgement,^  Johaiv.  17.)  as  one  difoharged  from  guilt 
and  condemnation,  and  made  perfcS  in  holinefs  and 
happinefs,  throngh  the  Redeemer's  righteoufnefs. 

7.  He  therefore  is  a  high  honour,  («**}  and  cannot 
7  Unto  too  but  be  of  high  eflcem  and  indearment  to  you  who  be- 
thci-eibrewhicli  lievein  him,  and  bnild  all  your  hopes  intirely  upon 
rioM  i'batomo  ;  he,  in  his  perfon,  offices  and  benefits,  and  in  his 

relation 


N  O  T  E, 

*  In  Sion  may  likewife  potGbly  refer  where  the  firft  go  fpcl- church  was  crec* 
to  Jem  fa  tern,  which  is  -ft  til  called  Si-  ted  on  this  foundation.  {Adts  ii-  4T-— 
on  and  moocit  Sion  in  the  pf.lini  and  47-)  lint  a*  Sion  and  moiint-Sion  arc  vt. 
the  prophets;  and  fo  God's  laying  this  ry  commonly  nfed  for  God's  church  and 
tbit/  Corner-/ cut  i n  Si o may  point  to  )>cop!c  in  the  Old  Tcftament,'  and  in 
the  place  where  our  Lord  flnifhcd  die  lick  x  ji  .  22,  I  Lave  rather  chnfc  to 
wrrkof  redemption;  where  the  glad  ti-  giro  tlie  paraph  raft;  in  that  fenfe,  as 
dings  of  fa  I  ration  hy  hiui  were  fir  ft  moil  agreeable  to  tlic  current  of  dee 
pnblilhed,  and  from  thence  fpread  a-  coutski. 
broad;  (IT.  cx»a-  and  lfa,  ii.  3.)  And 


tbam  whlrli  be 
difbbedient,  the 
ftone  vliicb  the 
builder*  dilal- 
lowed,  the  Tame 
ijf  made  the 
head  of  the  cor* 
aer> 


8  And  o  ftocHt 
efUmn  Min  fraud 
aroclcoi'oflrnccr 
€wn  to  them, 
which  ft«*nble 
st  the  wnn[,  be* 
iog  difrbedien  t* 
wbereunto  alfo 
they  were  ap¬ 
pointed* 
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relation  to  you,  is  altogether  lovely  in  your  account* 
and  is*  and  forever  will  be*  your  crown  and  glory*  ho¬ 
nouring  you*  and  honoured  by  you :  but  to  them  who* 
being  difobedient  to  God  and  him*  and  to  his  . word* 
fet  him  at  nought*  and  reject  him  by  unbelief*  this  very 
(tone,  which  the  Jewilh  rulers*  who  pretended  to  be* 
and  ought  to  have  been,  the  builders  of  the  church  of 
lfrael*  would  not  receive*  but  difapproved  of,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  gofpel-church*  according  to  i  pro¬ 
phetic  account  of  bim  and  them  » (Pf.  cxviii.  22.)  even 
he  is  by  the  ordination  and  fetdement  of  God*  not- 
withftanding  all  tbeir  fpite  and  rage  againft  him*  the 
foundation*  chief  corner- (tone*  (Length  and  glory  of 
his  fpirhual  houfr. 

8.  And  at  the  fame  time,  according  to  another  pro¬ 
phecy,  (Ifa.  viii.  14)  he  is. become,  like  a  ftone  that  lies 
in  mens  way*  at  which  they  (tumble  and  fall  to  their 
hurt  ;  and  like  a  rock*  which  they  ralhly  dalh  them- 
fdves  agarnft  to  their  deftruftion ;  he  is  fo  to  them* 
who  are  oHcndcd  at  the.  doftrine  of  the  gofpcl*  which 
fets  bim  forth  as  the  only  foundation  that  God  has 
laid*  and  befides  which  no  other  can  be  laid*  to  atifwtr 
its  end  }  (t  Cor.  iii-  n<)  they  being  obftmately  unbe¬ 
lieving  and  refractory, to  which  God*  in  his  holy  fo- 
vercignty  and  righteoos  judgement,  purpofrd  to  leave 
them,  as  to  the  free  choice  of  tbeir  own  per verfe  hearts; 
and,  for  which,  he  determined  that  this  Hone  ihould 
fall,  and  his  jullice  Ihould  be  glorified  on  them  to 
their  utter  ruin,  (fee  the  note  on  Rom.  is.  18.) 

9.  Hut  ye*  who  are  built  upon  Chrilt,  as  your  foun¬ 
dation,  are*  in  the  belt  and  molt  valuable  fenfe,  par¬ 
takers  of  all  the  blefliugs  that  were  Itgnifitd  by  the  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges  and  national  honours  of  the  vifi’-.te 
church  of  lfrael ;  (Exod.  xix.  6.  and  Deut.  vii.  6.)  ye 
are  a  new-born  generation  and  kindred  (Mw»f)  of  fpiri- 
tual  and  noble  birth*  whom  God  has  fet  apart  for  him- 
fylf  by  eternal  choice*  and  effeftual  calling:  ye  hare 
an  unttiou  from  the  Holy  One,  and  are  kings  and 
priefis  unto  God,  (Rev,  i.  6.)  as*  like  princes,  ye  hr.rc 
power  with  him,  and  victory  over  fin*  futan  and  the 
world,  together  with  a  holy  dominion-  over  your  own 
fpirits,  and  are  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven*  and 
as,  like  prirfts,  ye  are  feperated  from  the  reft  of  the 
world*  and  confronted  to  Cod  for  ottering  fpi  ritual  fa- 
crificcs  acceptable  to  him  by  Jefos  Chrilt :  ^vcr.  5  )  ye 
are  alfo'a  holy  fnciety  formed  into  one  fpiritual  body* 
like  a  natiou  collected  together,  under  Chrilt  your  Lord 

and 


9  Bnt  ye  are 
a  chofen  gnu- 
ration,  a  royal 
jiridUiomli  an 
holy  nation,  a 
peculiar  peoples 
that  ye  Jhouid 
41mw  forth  the 
jMraifes  of  hi  it, 
who  hath  cal¬ 
led  you  out  of 
darkncA  into 
hi*  marvellout 
light : 


Ch.  Ii. 
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and  King,  fan&ified  by  bis  fpirit,  governed  by  his  laws, 
and  embarked  in  the  lame  common  caufe  and  intereft. 
And  ye  are  a  purebufed  and  fpecial  property,  to  him, 
that,  Suitable  to  your  dignities,  privileges,  Weflirigs  and 
obligations,  ye  might  both  really  and  intentionally  dis¬ 
play  the  glory  of  divine  virtues  and  perfections,  fuel* 
as  the  infinite  wifdom  and  power,  holinefs,  juftice, 
goodneCs  and  truth  of  God j  and  might  Ihew  forth,  in 
word  and  deed,  his  honour  and  praife,  who  has  called 
you  by  his  grace,  and  delivered  you  from  the  darknefs 
of  ignorance  arid  error,  fm  and  mifery  s  ,in  which  ye 
were  formerly  involved  ;  and  bas  brought  you  into  the 
molt  wonderful  arid  aife&ing  light  of  truth  and  grace, 
holinefs  and  comfort,  which  he  has  caufcd  to  fhine  in 


your  hearts  :  (3  Cor.  iv.  6.) 

_  ro  Wkirfi  in  zo.  Who,  for  ages  pad,  have  been  difowned  of  God, 
n«C  J**  ^nlc  an<*  <^TOrc®^  from  bis  vifible  covenant  j  (Jer.  in.  8.  and 
bur  J*  now  dw  Hof.  i.  6.  9.)  but  now  by  the  grace  of  the  gofpel 
people  of  God;  through  Jefus  Chrjft,  are  hrought  into  the  fwcet  and  a* 
which  bed  .not  hiding  relation  of  a  covenant* people  to  him  ;  and  who, 
bur'now^Tvc  during  all  thofe  former  ages,  were  (hut  out  from  the 
obtained  uter*  diftfnguifhing  effects  of  his  fpecial  mercy,  but  have  now 
found  mercy  with  him,  unto  the  renovation  of  nature, 
the  forgjvenefs  of  ftns,  and  jufUhcatiou  of  life,  accord* 
mg  to  Hofea’e  prophecy,  (chap,  ii,  23.)  and  this,  in  a 
higher  fenfe,  may  be  faid  of  thofe  Gentiles  among  you, 
who  are  now  brought  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  fo  be* 
comethe  fpiritual  feed  of  Jbrabam.(f<x  the  note  on  Horn, 
ix.  25.) 

11  Dearir  be-  1  *•  coolideration  therefore  of  thefe  diftingutflung 
loved,  I  hefeecb  favours,  which  God  has  beftowed  upon  you,  my  dear 
ye*  at  ftrangers  brethren,  whom  he  ba s  formed for  himl'etf  that  ye  might 

ahftainP',S fmm  fi>ev,for^  fraife*  xiiii.  3  i.)  l  eanidtly  in- 

deihVjT  loft*,  treat,  and  exhort  you  «>=«*»)  to  look  upon  yotirfelvcs 
which  war  a-  as  pilgrims  and  mangers  upon  earth,  who  are  Travelling 
gaiatt  the  foul;  onward  to  a  better  country ;  {Heb.  xi.  13.  16.)  and  I 
liefccch  you,  as  fitch,  to  renounce  and  keep  clear  of  all 
tltofe  inward  workings  of  fenfual  inclinations,  inordi¬ 
nate  affe&ions  and  defircs  after  earthly  things,  which 
arife  from  the  corruption  of  nature,  and  exert  themfelves 


13  itavfag 

your  con  r  erf*- 
tioA  hoaeit  a- 


by  the  body ;  and  are  contrary  to  the  liberty,  peace  and 
honour,  purity  and  bolincfs  of  ycur  renew'd  fouls;  and, 
as  the  word  of  all  enemies,  are  engaged  in  a  perpetual 
war  againft  them,  and  do  their  uuuutt  to  deiile,  «liilurb, 
cnfnarc  and  dcilroy  them. 

u.  Take  hired  that  the  whole  of  your  behaviour  to* 
wards,  and  udder  the  oL'Cer ration  of,  the  unconverted 


Gentiles, 
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Ch.  it 


it* 


moDg  the  Gen* 
titet:  ■  that 

whereat  they 
fpnk  againft: 
you  at  em  do- 
erb  they  may 
by  jmt  gMd 
works  which 
they  limit  be. 
hold,  gtorifie 
God  in  the  day 
of  vifitation. 


13  Submit 
yovrrfelves  to 
every  ordinance 
of  man  lor  the 
X.erdt  take  whe¬ 
ther  It  be  to  the 
king,  as  fu- 
preme. 


Gentiles,  among  whom  ye  live,  be  decent,  honourable, 
and  commendable  for  its  amiable  beauty,  («*hr)  every 
way  worthy  of  your  holy  profeffion ;  to  the  end  that 
whereas  they  feelt  all  occafions  to'  reproach  you,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  your  profeQion  of  Chrift,  and  to  fpeak  againft 
you,  as  though  ye  were  a  refra&ory,  ufelefs  and  mis¬ 
chievous  fort  oif  people,  and  pra£tifers  of  iniquity,  they 
may  be  effieftually  confuted  by  your  regular,  blamelefs, 
holy,  benevolent  and  lovely  deportment  in  every  rela¬ 
tion  of  life,  by  means  of  which,  they,  as  eye-witneffrf 
of  it,  may  be  induced  to  think  well  of  you  and  of  your 
religion,  and  may  be  themfelvcs  brought  to  glorify 
God,  by  admiring  his  grace  in  you;  and  by  imitating 
your  good  conversation  in  Chrift,  when  they  come  nar¬ 
rowly  to  iufpefl  into  it,  and  when  he  lhall  look  upon 
them  and  vifit  them  in  bis  mercy,  {Luke  i.  68.)  and 
lhall  fet  his  gofpel  home  with  light  and  power  upon 
their  hearts ;  and  fo  render  k  effectual  to  their  own 
falvation. 

13,  14.  In  order  hereunto,  let  me  guard  you  againft 
fome  things  that  give  occa  lions  of  great  offence  to  your 
enemies,  as  for  inftance,  bow  fining  foever  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  fome  of  you  may  be,  through  Jewifh  notions, 
againft  obeying  heathen  inagiftrates,  remember,  that  as 
the  theocracy,  or  that  divine  form  of  government,  in 
which  God  was  the  King  of  Uraei,  is  expired,  it  is  now 
your  duty  as  ChrifUans,  to  be  fubje£L  in  all  matters  of 
a  civil  nature,  to  every  fecular  power,  which  is  legally 
fet  over  you  by  the  appointment  and  confent  of  the 
community;  which,  on  that  account,  may  be  called 
the  ordinance  of  man ;  and  yet  is  the  ordinance  of 
God,  as  be  has  appointed  and  ordered  it  for  the  good  of 
human  fociety,  and  by  his  providence  directs  and  in¬ 
clines  bodies  of  people  to  fet  up  fuch  a  form  of  it,  as 
they  apprehend  10  be  hell  for  the  prefervation  of  all 
their  civil  and  religious  rights,  liberties,  privileges  and 
properties,  and  for  their  protection  and  lately  in  an  en¬ 
joyment  of  them  :  (fee  the  notes  on  Rom.  xii.  1. 1.) 
.And  ye  ought  to  fubmit  yourfeJves  to  its  rulers  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  command  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  {Matth. 
xxii.  a  1.)  and  for  the  honour  of  his  name,  that  it  may 
not  be  evil  fpoken  of,  as  though  he  were  the  author  of 
a  religion  which  fubverrs  the  laws  and  rights  of  civil 
fociety.  Ye  therefore  Ihould  think  yourfclvcs  obliged 
in  conference,  to  pay  cheerful  obedience  in  all  lawful 
things  to  unbelievers,  as  well  as  others,  that  hold-  the 
reins  of  government  where  yc  live,  according  to  their 
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political  charader  and  authority  >  whether  to  the  fove- 
reign,  fiich  as  a  king  or  emperor,  like  the  Roman  Cae* 
far ;  or  to  fubordinare  magiilratcs,  like  the  governors 
of  provinces,  and  inferior  officers,  as  thofe  that  are  de¬ 
puted  by  him,  and  a£l  under  his  corcuniffion,  in  the 
feveral -parts  of  his  dominions,  to  execute  the  juft  laws 
of  the  country,  according  to  the  ends  for  which  God 
has  appointed  their  authority;  as  particularly  for  in¬ 
flicting  deferred  punishment  upon  thofe  that  are  im¬ 
moral  atld  profane,  difobedient  to  the  juft  laws  of  go¬ 
vernment,  injurious  to  the  lives  and  properties  of  others* 
and  difturbersuf  the  puhlic  peace;  and  for  protecting, 
encouraging,  favouring  -  and  rewarding  thofe  who  be¬ 
have  as  becomes  faithful  fubjc&s,  and  are  orderly,  fo- 
ber,  honeft  and  benevolent  in  their  ftations.  {Rom. 
xiii.  3— 5.) 

15.  For  it  is  the  declared  will  and  command  of 
God,  and  well-plealtng  in  his  fight,  that,  by  a  regu¬ 
lar  and  commendable  courle  of  life,  ye  difprove,  and 
flop  the  mouth  of  unreafonable  and  wicked  calumnies 
which  men  of  weak  and  prejudiced  minds,  who  are 
ftrangers  to  Cod,  and  to  your  true  chara&cr,  would 
raife  againft  you  and  your  religion,  as  -if  it  nude  you 
had  fubjetb. 

16.  it  is  his  will,  that  ye  conduit  in  fuch  a  manner* 
as  becomes  thofe,  who,  as  his  free  men,  are  indeed 
delivered  from  the  tyranny  of  ftn  and  fatan,  and  from 
the  ceremonial  yoke,  and  the  curfe  of  the  moral  law  ; 
and  are  free  from  all  obligations  to  fubmit  to  tmpofl- 
tions  upon  confidence  by  any  authority  of  men :  And 
he  requires,  that  ye  never  turn  this  liberty  into  iicen- 
tioufnefs ;  nor  make  pretences  of  afl'erting  it,  as  a  co¬ 
ver  to  (edition  and  wictcilncfs,  (r”<  «■**"> f)  or  any  ma¬ 
lignant  evil  wbatfoever ;  but  that  ye  ufe  it  only  for 
fuch  good  pnrpofes,  as  God  approves  of  in  them  that 
are  his  fcrvsnts,  as  well  as  free-meu  ;  and  are  bound 
to  do  every  thing  in  obedience  to  him,  as  your  fupreme 
l.ord  and  King,  who  has  the  higlielt  demands  upon 
you,  and  enjoins  the  duty  we  owe  to  him,  and  to  o- 
tliers,  according  to  his  will. 

17.  Under  this  conviCKon  therefore,  fee  that  ye  e- 
fteem,  and  pay  a  Tunable  refpeit,  on  every  occasion,  to 
all  ye  have  to  do  with,  according  to  their  fcveral  ranks 
and  flarions,  whether  tliey  be  high  or  low,  rich  or 
poor,  ChrHlians  or  heathens,  as  far  as  any  commend¬ 
able  thing  appears  in  them.  Entertain  and  exprefs  the 
moil  alhrclionate  love  to  your  believing  brethren  of  all 
denoniworions,  as  members  of  Chrilt,  and  of  the 
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houfliold  of  faith  together  with  yourfelves.  Do  every 
thing  with  a  religious,  filial,  and  reverential  fear  of 
God,  and  of  offending  him,  like  true  worQiippers  of 
him,  who  always  ail  with  a  conference  void  ofoffeuce 
toward  God  and  toward  men.  Upon  this,  principle, 
and  as  far  as  is  confWtent  with  it,  behave  as  loyal  fub- 
jedtein  paying  all  civil  homage  and  refpedt  to  the  per- 
fon  and  office  of  the  chief  ruler,  as  fuch,  whom  God 
in  his  providence  has  inverted  with  legal  dignity  and 
authority  over  you,  even  though,  like  Nero  the  prefedt 
emperor,  he  be  a  heathen  prince  and  inveterate  enemy 
to  Chriftiinity. 

18  Servants,  »8.  As  to  thofe  of  you  who  are  (»;«*■«.)  houfhold  fcr- 
L  iiihjccttnjtowr  var.ts  of  every  rank,  whether  Haves  or  not,  that  may 
suaibet-s  with  all  be  perfuadcd  to  think  yourfelves  no  longer  obliged  to 
1J*er*  and  pay  obedience  to  unbelieving  mafters,  it  certainly  is- 

but  aU  your  duty  to  be  humbly  fubmifllve  to  their  lawful  or- 
1*  to  Use  fro-  ders,  with  -a  becoming  reverence  of  them,  whatever  be 
their  religious  character  ;*  and  to  ferve  them  with  fide¬ 
lity,  and  fear  of  offending  them,  and  of  offending  God 
by  difobedience  to  their  juft  commands.  (Col.  iit.  22.) 
This  duty  is  to  be  paid,  not  only  to  fuch  mailers  as  are 
generous,  kind,  meek,  and-  merciful  in  their  temper 
and  behaviour;  but  even  to  thofe  alfo,  who  areaufterc 
and  morofe  in  their  carriage  to  rheir  fervanu,  efpecially 
if  it  be  only  bccaufe  they  arc  Chriftians. 

19  Forth;*//  1 9.  For  it  is  matter  of  praife,  and  favours  of  a  gra- 

thank-worthv,  cious  fpirit,  and  is  a  free  gift  or  God,  and  ac- 

i£  u  nwn  ior  cept1ble  to  him,  if  any  one,  for  -  the  fake  of  his  re- 
*”arH*G»d  cu-  l*g*on/  and  from  a  confcienee  toward  God,  patiently 
dure  grief,  fuf-  and  quietly  farters  abu/ive,  grievous  and  injurious 
jyrfag  wrong-  treatment,  without  any  juft  provocation  given  by  him, 

or  any  fault  of  his  own. 

so  For  vii»t  ao.For  what  honour  to  Chrift,  or  to  yourfelves;  or 
glory  /T/'r/tf  whst  room  for  commendation  can  there  be,  if,  whett 
when  yc  be  bof-  ye  have  been  guilty  of  any  uegled,  unfaithfulnefs,  or 
feted  for  your  rniftiemeanor,  ye  are  feverely  beaten  for  it  according  to 
iake*it  patient-  your  deferts,  and  are  forced  to  fubmit  to  it,  as  rhe  fiuit 
ivl  but  ii'ttl.eii  and  due  reward  of  your  own  evit  doings?  There  can 
\e  do  well,  and  be  no  credit  to  religion,  or'  ro  you  in  this  :  your  crime 
fufer  for  //,  ye  makes  fuch  fufFe rings  a  reproach,  inftead  of  an  honour, 
Syi^hi.w/'lie-  Firth  to  God  and  yourfelves.  But  if  when  yc  per* 
ceptablo  with  form  the  duties  of  jour  places  with  diligence  and  fi- 
God*  delity,  and  are  conicientious  in  your  religious  devotions, 

and'  are  chaftifed  for  it,  and  bear-it  with  all  humble 
patience  and  fubmiffion  ;  this  h'an  excellent  and  holy 
temper,  which  God  freely  gives,  aod  is  highly  pleafed 
with.  (*«?**■) 
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21.  For  when  ye  bectme  Chriftians,  ye  were  called 
to  fubmit,  eren  with  patience  and  meeknefs,  to  injuries 
and  reproaches  for  Chritt  and  the  gclpet's  lake  $  be* 
caufeout  Lord  Jefus  himfelf  willingly  underwent  the 
greateft  fufferings  and  re  filings,  in  his  love  and  kind- 
nets  to  u$  *,  and  particularly  to  you.  Tor  your  advan¬ 
tage,  and  indeed  in  your  room  and  farad ;  and  therein, 
among  (till  higher  defigm  of  his  death,  (fee  vcr.  44. 
and  chap.  in.  rS.)  left  you  a  moil  perfect  pattern  of  pa¬ 
tience  in  fufferings,  to  the  end  that  ye,  in  lore,  duty 
and  honour  to  him,  might  tread  in  his  tteps,  aa  exactly 
as  poflibl;,  by  imitating  him  in  this,  and  in  the  whole 
of  his  htamelefs  behaviour. 

21.  Who,  notwithftaading  all  the  falfe  and  malicious 
accofetions  of  bis  enemies,  never  was  guilty  of  thcleaft 
fault  in  any  ode  ad  of  his  life,  but  was  holy,  harmhjs, 
Tin ds filed,  jepa.ra.tt  from  Jinners,  and  went  about  doing 
good :  (Heb.  vii.  26.  and  A&s  x.  38.)  Nor  was  there 
ever  found  the  lenil  tnfincerity,  deceit  or  falfhood  in 
his  words,  ordu&rine;  nor  could  the  word  of  his  ad* 
verfaries  ever  prove  any  thing  of  that  kind  upon  him: 
Butin  the  molt  eminent  fenfe,  (anfwerableto  Levi  hie 
type)  the  law  of  truth  wot  in  hit  month  ;  and  iniquity 
was  not  found  in  hit  lips ;  (Malic,  ii.  6.} 

33.  Who  when  he' was  mamefuliy  reproached,  as  a 
hlafphemcr,  an  impoftor,  and  onepoffeffed  of  adiaboii-  ' 
cal  fpirii,  and  was  contemptuoufly  fpit  upon,  and  de¬ 
rided  under  the  mock-title  of  a  king,  never  returned 
the  lead  opprobrious  language  upon  his'  infolcnt  add 
impious  ad  verfaries :  when  he  fu  Acred  the  utmoft  in- 
dignities  and  barbarities  in  the  judgement-ball  and  at 
his  death,  he  never  difeovered  the  leaft  impatience,  nor 
threatened  to  avenge  himfell',  as  he  juftly  might,  and 
eaAIy  could,  upon  his  perfecutors ;  but  meekly  and 
calmly  referred  himfelf  and  his  caufe  to  his  heavenly 
Father  milling  in  him  to  give  righteous  judgement 
between  himfelf  and  bis  CTucifiers :  and  at  the  fame 


time  praying,  that,  iudead  of  avenging  their  vriclrd- 
nefs  m  murdering  him,  he  would  gracioufly  forgive 
them,  through  his  atoning  blood  :  (fee  lfa.  liii.  7.  and 
Luke  xxiii.  34.) 

*4  Who  hli  24*  Who,  being  (Inlets  in  bimfelf,  not  only  left  a 
iron  rdf  b matchlefa  example  of  patience  in  his  fulFerings;  but 
cur  fins  hi  hi*  cheerfully  fobmired  to  them  with  a  ftill  much  more 

E  2  important 

not  R. 

*  Thnfe  copies,  that  roail  (ntr  >.un  cr.lliS—liiit  ie  fittttU  ft'iev  bh  fitpt 
•^ui)  fir  iv:»—hivir£  ait  exam-  are  by  rsrbi  d'  the  Tecsoj 

pie.  fern  heft  to  corup-rt  ivith  the  perlim  plural,  jmx.tJrcri,— »,»  *v«m*«* 
liruclutx  of  til*  fdufience  }  fiwee  jt  vttt 
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important  and  endearing  view,  as  he  freely  became 
our  furety  and  fiibftitute,  to  anfwcr  for  our  fins,  and 
bear  the  piniifhmerit  that  in  taw  and  j;  dice  was 
due  fur  them,  which  he  put  away  hy  the  facrijtw  cf 
himfeff)  (Hcb.  is,  26*)  when  his  body  was  lifted  upon 
the  croft  m  the  greateft  extremity  of  torture,  and  his 
foul,  which  was  alfo  made  an  offering  for  fin ,  (If 1,  Hit 
10.)  was  exceeding  for  ro^ju!  even  unto  death  ^  (Matttu 
xxvi*  3S*}  to  the  end  that,  by  the  merit,  and  in  virtue 
of  his  lulfcrings,  we  being  freed  from  the  dominion, 
as  wed  as  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  like  perfons  dead  to 
it,  might  live  in  all  holy  obedience,  and  bring  forth 
fruits  of  rightenufnefs  to  God  through  him  :  (Rom,  vi* 
2,  6, 11,  13,)  by  whofe  wounds,  which  were  made  up* 
011  his  bodv  by  fcourgings  and  piercings,  unto  the 
drawing  of  blood,  we,  in  the  application  of  this  fovc- 
reign  balm,  through  faith  in  him,  are  cured  of  rh<£ 
wor(t  of  all  wounds  and  maladies  which  fin  had  made 
upon  us,  wounds  beyond  all  companion  vorfs  than 
any  forts  that  can  be  made  upon  your  bodies,  who  are 
femnts,  and  even  (laves,  by  the  fevereft  Gripes  that 
the  mod  cruel  mailers  can  lay  upon  you.  This  there¬ 
fore  (hmitd  thoroughly  reconcile  you  to  them,  and  quiet 
and  comfort  you  under  them, 

25*  Tor  yc,  while  left  to  yourfelves  in  your  uncon¬ 
verted  Hate,  were,  like  wandering  ilieep,  even  the  loft 
Oieep  of  the  houfe  nf  Ifnd,  running  aftray  from  God, 
from  his  fold,  ordinances  and  commandments;  and 
running  from  the  ways  of  truth;  rightcoufncft  and 
peace,  into  every  fin ful  and  dangerous  path  that  leads 
to  eternal  ddlruftiDi)  ;  but  now,  through  rhe  enlighte¬ 
ning  and  renewing  operations  of  the  fpirit,  by  means 
of  the  pofpel,  (*ffirf***« )  yc  are  turned  hack  fiora  the 
error  of  your  ways  to  Chrift,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the 
Ji'cep*  (llcb*  xiu.  20,)  and  kind  obferver,  vifitcr  and 
infpetlor,  or  overfeer  of  your  precious  and  immortal 
fouls,  that  he,  taking  a  tender  care  of  you  as  his  charge, 
feed  and  rounds  guide  and  govern,  heal  and  de¬ 
fend  you  ftem  all  evil,  and  conduct  you  fafe  to  glo- 

>y- 
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No  mother’s  rm?k  can  be  more  eagerly  dcJimJ,  or  better  refilled  by  hungry 
fnfrnts  than  the  pure  utiaduh  crated  won!  of  God  iu  hy  new  horn  fouls, for  their 
fpiritual  nouri foment,  who  have  taftwl that  the  Lord  is  gracious-  Ar.d  O  how 
precious  is  Chrift  to  them,  who  as  living  flunes  are  built  upon  him  ns  their  It* 
ving  foundation,  which  God  has  chofcn,  andhod  with  high  approbation  in  his 
church  J  They  foall  never  he  a  fh  arced  of  their  faith  and  hope  in  him,  and  pn>- 
fcflion  of  him,  how  much  foever  others  may  defpfcv  reject  and  Rumble  at  him 
to  their  own  dcftru&igu,  through  the  wilful  diibhcdicccc  to  which  God  jiTdy 
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determined  to  leave  them*  and  for  which  to  pnnifh  them.  But  how  great  are 
the  privileges  and  Meflmga  of  tme  bdiemsi  I'hongh  they  were  once  Grangers 
to  Codt  and  wandering  in  the  paths  that  take  hold  on  hell,  they  hare  now  found 
mercy  with  him,  who  lias  cfcofen  and  called  them  out  of  ndfcrabte  d&rknefs  Into 
joyful  fight ;  and  has  made  them  a  holy  and  peculiar  people*  yea*  kings  and 
prieto,  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrificcs  to  God  with  acceptance  through  Jtfu# 
ChriJt,  He  has  bore  their  fins  on  the  crofs,  and  taken  them  away  by  the 
crifice  of  himfelf ;  he  has  healed  their  fpiritual  maladies  by  being  wounded  for 
them;  and  has  reduced  them  to  himfdfby  bis  grace,  that  they  may  be  under 
his  infpcfUon  and  care,  as  the  great  fhepherd  and  overfcer  of  their  fouls.  How 
ftrong  and  endearing  then  are  their  obligations  and  encouragements  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  coming  by  faitb  to  him  ;  to  abandon  all  malignant  thoughts  and  words, 
and  all  fcnfiul  appetites  that  war  againft  the  purity,  peaceful  happinefs  of  the 
foul;  to  behave  as  pilgrims  and  ftnngera  on  the  earth  ;  to  die  to  fin*  and  live 
to  righteoufnefs ;  and  to  order  the  whole  of  their  conversation  in  fuch  an  ho¬ 
nourable  manner,  as  may  filencc  gain&ym,  and  recommend  religion  to  them, 
gad  be  the  means  of  inducing  them  to  glorify  God,  when  he  Ifaalt  vifit  tlwm 
with  bis  grace-  Howfhould  this  laudable  behaviour  nm  through  all  relations  of 
life,  upon  principles  of  conscience,  and  for  ChrilPa  fake,  that  the  liberty  where¬ 
with  tie  has  made  Ids  dtfciple*  (free,  may  not  be  turned  into  a  cloke  for  licen- 
tioufndsl  They  ought  to  he  dutifully  fubjetf  to  the  laws  of  civil  government, 
and  to  fuprenie  and  fubordioate  rulers*  who  are  appointed  of  Cod  for  the  pre¬ 
fer  vation  of  liberty  and  property,  and  of  the  public  peace,  by  fuitable  reward# 
and  punishments*  Due  rerpeft  fhould  be  fliown  to  alt  ranks  of  mankind,  and 
eipct'Tally  \o  Chnftian  brethren,  m  the  fear  of  the  Lord*  And  fervants  parti* 
cnlarly  ought  to  he  obedient  in  ati  Jawfuttbinps  to  their  matters  of  every  charte¬ 
rer,  and  to  be  careful  that  they  never  be  guilty  of  any  fault  to  bring  them  under 
corrections,  which  would  turn  to  their  own  Ihame,  But  if,  through  the  monofe 
and  wicked  tempers  of  their  mail  ere,  they  be  fcourjged  for  righteoiifnef*  fake, 
and  patiently  endure  it;  This,  as  to  tbemfclrcs,  is  acceptable  to  God,  and 
what  they,  ‘as  Cbriftians,  are  called  to.  And  O  what  a  complete  and  animating 
example  of  well-doing  and  of  patience  in  fuffcringsi  has  our  crucified  Lord  fet 
them,  and  all  of  us  wlio  believe  in  him,  that  we  might  tread  in  Ms  tops  i  He 
was  indrely  Jinlefs*  fret  from  all  deceit ;  and  never  returned  opprobrious  lan¬ 
guage,  or  Impatient  threats,  for  the  mod  infamous  and  cruel  abufes  ;  but  left 
bimfctf  and  his  caufe  with  God,  tTiifting  in  him  for  all  events.  And  how  /hould 
we  be  excited  to  bear  our  foreit  trials  with  a  like  meek  and  humble  fpint, 
fiuce  our  iniquities  have  defcrvtd  them  at  the  hand  of  God,  if  not  of  men  ;  and 
lincc,  by  the  fuftrings  of  Chrift  m  our  ftead,  the  principal  end  of  which  was  to 
make  atonement  for  tin,  our  fpiritual  wounds  are  healed,  which  are  every  way 
worfe  than  any  that  can  be  made  upon  our  bodies  by  the  utmolt  frrerhy  of  men ! 


CHAP.  HU 

The  Apqfile  proceeds  to  recommend  the  duties  of  wives  and  hujhands f 
1—7.  Exhorts  ail  Cbriftians  to  mutual  agreement  in  principle ,  of- 

feSion$  and  kindnef$y  8 - 13.  And  encourages  them  to  patience 

under  perfections  for  right eoufnefs  Jake^  in  conf  deration  of  ChrijFs 
having  patiently  jvffcrtd  in  their  flead^  and  of  the  rich  advantage 
they  have  thereby  y  14 - %2* 

£3  HAVING 


The  Tuft  Epijllt  tf  P  £  T  e  r  paraphreftd. 


Ch.  iiu 


7® 


Tut, 

Lnce^ife,  ye 
wives,  be  in 
fahjrcljon  to 
your  ttivn  huf* 
bamd$,  that  if  a- 
»y  obey  not  the 
word,  they  at- 
fo  may  without 
The  word  be 
won  by  the  ron- 
verfation  of  the 
wives. 


Far  A  P  H  RA  5f. 


1*  T  T AVING  difpatched  what  relates  to  the  duties 
l.,L  of  Chriflian  fnbjecls  and  fervants,  tec  us  in 
like  manner  go  on  to  thofe  of  the  conjugal  relation, 
beginning  with  what  is  incumbent  upon  bsluving 
vrivts  :  and  to  fuch  I  mult  fay  whatever  difference 
there  be,  as  to  religion,  between  you  and  your  lawful 
hufbands,  whom  ye  may  have  married  before  ye  your 
frives  were  concerted,  ye  ought  to  behave  with  an  oh 
liging  and  afFc&ionate  fub  million  to  them  in  all  rea 
fo  n  able  things  of  a  temporal  concern,  to  die  end  that; 
if  any  of  them  pay  no  regard  to  the  word  of  God 
which  is  the  ordinary  means  of  conversion,,  they 
though  not  attending  on  its  mini rl rati on$,  may  be  al 
lured  and  gained  over  to  a  good  efteem  of  it,  and  of 
Chrift  and  his  ways  according  to  it,  by  the  matufeii 
appearance  of  its  powerful  influence  to  produce  an  ex¬ 
emplary,  meek  and  humble,  {Wet  and  engaging  tem¬ 
per  and  carriage  in  thofe  of  you  who  are  wives  j  yc 
ought,  I  fay,  thus  to  behave,  in  hope  that  this,  by  the 
bldling  of  God,  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  them 
under  the  hearing  of  the  word,  and  fo  of  faving  their 
fouls,  (i  Cor.  vii.  1 6.) 

2*  While  they  are  daily  eye* witnefles  of,  and  obferve 
and  reflect  upon,  the  purity,  fobriety*  chattily  and  mo* 
deity  of  all  your  deportment  with  due  refpeft  to  them, 
and  fear  of  offending  them  ;  and  as  doing  every  thing 
in  the  fear  of  God,  with  a  religious  reverence  of  him, 
and  in  obedience  to  his  commands.  : 

3.  Let  it  be  the  fl  udy  and  endeavour  of  ftith  godly  wo* 
men  to  recommend  themfclves  and  their  Chriftian  pro* 
fcfliou  to  their  hulbands,  not  hy  theeitermd  ornamems 
of  dreft,  which  (how  lawful  foever  in  itfelf  according 
to  their  flat  ions,)  too  many  of  char  fex  are  apt  to  pride 
them  (elves  in,  as  though  it  were  their  chief  adorning; 
fuch  as  putting  their  hair  into  fine  plaits  and  curls; 
ami  wearing  gold 'rings,  bracelets  or  chains;  or  gar¬ 
ments  embroidered  with  gold ;  or  decking  themfclves 
with  any  fuch  fort  of  rich  and  fplendid  attire,  as  lewd 
and  light  women  ufe,  for  tempting  and  enfoaringthe 
hearts  of  the  unwary,  (fee  the  note  on  i  Tim.  iu  9,)' 

4  flu tlethte  4*  But  let  it  be  their  principal  care,  in  preference  to 
ib*  hidden  man  all  brher  ways  of  women's  felting  themfeives  o(T,  to  ex* 
^fyhr  heart  m  ctl  in  the  inward  adornmga  of  knowledge,  virtue  and 

-  truth, 


a  "While  thry 
behnlil  your 
dufte  conver- 
fatum. 

With  tear. 


3  Whore  a- 
doruif*£T  let  it 
ti«T  he  that  out* 
v'erd  aJvrxixft 
ft>t'  plaiting  the 
hair,  and  of 
Trearin£ofgnld, 
or  of  putting  on 
of  apparel: 


Cb.  iii. 
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that  which  U 
not  curmptibkf 
fVrn  thr  $rna- 
wittot  ot’j  meek 
and  quiet  (punt, 
which  u  Id  the 
light  of  God  of 
great  price* 


5  For  after 
thia  mauncr  in 
the  old  time, efto 
ho]  j  woAicu  a  l’ 
fop  who  trnlLed 
in  GodfSdorncd 
themfclves  be¬ 
ing  iufabje^Uon 
unto  their  ova 
buibandi; 


j6  Even  ai  Si¬ 
ra.  obeyed  Abra- 
hain>c3l]iD^liim 
lord :  xv hole 

daughter!  ye 
are  ii&  long  99 
yc  do  well,  and 
are  not  afraid 
with  id  y  aiuiuce* 

mat* 


7  Likexrifej 


truth,  grace  and  holinefs,  which,  like  the  mrw  man , 
(Eph.  tv.  24.)  is  feated  in  the  heart,  and  is  the  fineft 
drtfc  of  the  foul,  that  makes  it  all  glorious  withhp-i 
(Pf.  *lv.  13.)  and,  though  concealed  irom  oittArj^  ej^ 
fcrvatioo,  as  it  lies  in  the  heart,  is  djfcorvered  by  its 
lovely  fruits  in  the  life ;  and  is  both  durable,  and  proof 
againft  temptations  to  corrupt  it,  and  incomparably 
more  beautiful,  and  excellent,  and  advantageous  to  the 
immortal  foul,  than  all  the  fading,  uncertain,  peri  thing 
and  enfnaringpomp  and  gaiety  of  outward  apparel  can 
be  to  the  mean,  frail  and  mortal  body  j  and  con  fills, 
among  other  things,  of  a  model!,  humble  and  gentle, 
calm,  tradable  and  peaceable  tempet  of  fpirit,  free  from 
pride  and  turbulent  pafRons ;  hour  much  foever  this 
may  be  defpifed,  and  the  deckings  of  the  body  be  pre¬ 
ferred  before  it,  by  vain  minds,  it  is  of  high  acco&nt 
with  God,  and  ought  to  be  the  ambition  of  women  that 
would  approve  thcmfelves  to  him,  in  imitation  of  the 
meek  and  bumble  Jefus,  (Matth.  xt.  29.)  and  as  always 
under  God's  all  feeing  eye. 

5.  For  this  is  the  way  that  holy  .and  religious  wo¬ 
men  took,  in  former  ages,  to  ingratiate  themfclves  with 
their  hufbands,  even  in  the  molt  ancient  times,  when 
they  bad  left  advantages  than  there  now  are,  to  under- 
Hand,  and  excite  them,  to  their  duty  :  they,  whofe  hope 
and  trull  were  in  the  Lord  for  all  ine  biddings  of  this 
life,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,  put  on  thofe  inward 
adornings,  and  recommended  and  approved  themfclves, 
after  this  endearing  manner,  to  their  own  proper  huf¬ 
bands,  in  modcil  reverence  and  fubjcfUon  to  them ; 

6.  Even  as  Sarah,  the  beloved  wife  of  Abraham,  the 
father  of  the  faithful,  hearkened  and  paid  a  becoming 
obedience  to  him,  in  token  of  which  (he, with  a  refpeft- 
fut  deference,  filled  him  her  Lord:  (Gen.  xviii.  12.) 
and  as  ye  are  her  natural  offspring  :  fo  ye  are  and  will 
appear  to  be  her  genuine  children,  in  the  moral  and 
fpiritual  fenfe,  by  a  laudable  imitation  of  her  in  faith 
and  holinefs ;  while,  after  her  example,  ye  behave  well, 
and  cheerfully  difeharge  your  conjugal  duty  toward  your 
hufbands,  without  being  terrified  with  fears  of  their  or 
any  other  perfon’s  difpleafure,  on  account  of  your  reli¬ 
gion,  or  of  rheir  not  being  mollified  in  their  temper  to¬ 
ward  you  by  your  whining  earri.imrtoward  them  ;  and 
without  fuch  unbelieving  confofion,  as  fenced  Sarah, 
when  the  Lord  fpakc  of  her  having  a  Ton.  (Gen.  xviii. 

7.  h  is  alfo  needful  to  exhort  thofe  of  you  who  are 
believing  hufbands,  that,  on  your  part',  ye  take  care  to 

cohabit; 


cb.  «i. 
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dwell  withtkem 
according  to 
knowledge,  giv¬ 
ing  honour  nuto 
the  wife  unto 
the  weaker  vcf- 
jclf  end  flJ  be-' 
ing  heir*  toge¬ 
ther  oft  he  grace 
nflifc'  thatyour 
prayers  be  not 
plndereU* 


5  Finally,  be 
y*  all  of  one 
mind,  having 
mmpaffion,  onh 

rtf  another*  love 
IS  brethren,  be 
pitiful,  he  conr* 

fw?; ' 


cohabit  and  aiTociate  on-all  occafions  ip  a  faithful  and 
friendly  manner  with  your  wives,  and  treat  them  with 
decency,  kindnds  and  good  humour,  according  to  the 
rules  or  prudence, and  chat  fuperior  knowledge,  which  ye 
arc  fuppofed  to  have,  by  the  gofpel- revelation,  of'  the 
<Jury  ye  owe  to  them.  Ye  ought  to  pay  high  refpeit 
to  the  woman,  who  {lands  in  tjri^s  neareft  of  all  relatU 
ons  tp  you,  by  delighting  in  her,  confulting  her  com* 
fort  and  happinefs,  fupporting  her  credit  and  authority 
)n  the  family,  providing  honourably  for  her,  putting 
due  confidence  in  her,  and  never  ufiqg  her  like  a  Dave* 
but  as  a  help- meet  of  great  importance  to  you,  who 
have  your  own  infirmities  to  he  bonip  wiih  by  her; 
though  IhCj  being  of  a  delicate,  weak  and  tender  frame, 
may  be  more  liable  to  other  infirmities  of  body  or 
mind,  that  call  for  your  competition  toward  her,  and 
your  bearing  with  fier*  And  ye  ought  to  be  the  rather 
induced  to  this,  as  confidering  that,  in  cafe  the  be  z 
Chriftnn,  (he,  in  fpiritual  concerns,  is  upon  a  level  with 
you,  ye  being  jointly  heirs  alike  of  all  heavenly  hap* 
pinefs,  which  is  the  belt  of  life,  and  the  gift  of  pod's 
free  grace  equally  to  you  both  ;  and  that,  if  flic  be  an 
unbeliever,  your  behaviour  toward  her  ought  to  be  in 
fuch  an  endearing  manner,  as,  by  the  h idling  of  God, 
fliall  win  her  over  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  that  (he, 
through  the  riches  oF  divine  grace,  may  be  an  heir* 
efs  with  ypu  of  eternal  glory;  and  fo  may  not  be  fowr- 
ed  in  her  temper,  and  prejudiced  againft  joining  with 
yea,  morning  and  evening,  in  family-prayer ;  and  that 
important  duty  may  neither  be  neglected,  nor  uncom¬ 
fortably  and  unprofitabty  performed;  nor  ypur  fptriu 
be  put  out  of  frapie  for  a  due  difeharge  of  it ;  nor  any 
of  your  prayers,  whether  fociaj  or  fecret,  may  he  pre¬ 
vented,  or  defeated,  through  your  morofe,  imperious 
and  utychriflian  temper  aqd  behaviour  toward  her. 

8,  In  fine,  as  to  the  duties  which  equally  concern 
you  all  in  every  fituatlpn  of  life,  as  believers  in  Chrift, 
labour  to  cut! irate  a  mutual  agreement  in  the  gre^t 
do&rincs  and  duties  of  the  gofpel,  zpd  a  harmonious 
temper,  feelingly  fympathising  (rw,«™e*c}  one  with  a* 
nothcr  in  all  afili&jong  ;  maintain  and  ejrercife  an  affec¬ 
tionate  brotherly  fpirit  jn  difpofitian,  thought,  word 
and  deed  towards  each  pther,  as  becomes  children  of 
the  fame  heavenly  Father;  (hew  the  jendereft  bowels 
pf  companion  to  thole  that  Ubour  under  weaknefles,  in¬ 
firmities,  or  ^roubles  of  any  kind,  whether  fpiritual  Of 
temporal;  and  let  all  your  carriage  one  towards  ano¬ 
ther,  and  towards  all  men,  be  affable,  friendly  and  en* 


Ch.  iil. 


Not  rend* 
ruigevHfbrcvH, 
Vr  ratlin*  for 
r:iilin^:butcon- 
truriurjfe,  blrf- 
ing;  knowing 
thr.i  ye  arc 
’.hereunto  cat' 
led,  that  ye 
iruvild  inherit  9 


73  F*r  he  .that 
tvTH  ]otc  tiFet 
and  fee  good 
days,  lex  liim-ru- 
Umii  hit  fniijpie 
JVom  evil,  atid 
his  lip*  that 
they  ipeak  no 
guile. 


1 1  T^thimcf- 
rhew  evil,  and 
;  let  hitn 
^Wic  ppHcCj  and 
ejifue  it. 


ji  For  ihe 
cyeaoftlK  Lord 
$re  over  the 
fil'litcnui,  nod 
his  ears  are  fipert 
pato  their  pray~ 


The  Firjl  Epijtle  of  Peter  paraphrased .  73 

gaging,  {fixwpfuwf)  to  Vccommend  religion  (o  all  around 
you,  by  (hewing  wbat  a  Tweet  influence  it  has  upon 
your  hearts  and  behaviour. 

9*  Never  fufFcr  yourfelves  to  meditate  revenge  by 
doing  an  ill  turn  to  thofe  that  have  injured  you ;  nor 
ever  tevile  thole  that  have  reviled  you ;  remembering 
what  a  noble  example  of  this  fort  Chrift  has  let  for  your 
imitation  :  (chap.  ii.  33.)  But,  on  rhe  contrary,  fee  that 
ye,  Uic  bin),  and  in  obedience  to  hi;  command,  (Matth, 
v.  4.  and  Luke  xxiii.  34,)  pray  Tor  bieilings  to  thoTc 
wbocurfe  you,  and  defpitcfully  ufe  you,  knowing  that 
ye,  as  Chriitians,  are  called  by  divine  grace,  and  obli¬ 
ged  by  the  example  and  authority  of  Chrift,  to  give  into 
this  amiable  temper  and  behaviour,  to  the  end  that  (<'«) 
ye,  as  the  children  of  God  and  of  his  own  likenefe, 
may.  inherit,  in  temporal;  and  fpirituals,  whatever  (halt 
be  a  blelGng  to  you  in  this  life,  as  well  as  everlafting 
blifs  apd  glory  in  that  which  is  to  conje. 

10.  For  even  as  to  this  prefent  world,  whoever  he 
be  that  is  de  firous  of  enjoying  life  with  comfort,  and 
feeing  many  days  of  prosperity  and  peace  upon  earth  ; 
his  bed  way  for  attaining  this  end,  is  to  fall  in  with 
the  divine  directions  of  the  following  purport,  (Pf.  xxxiv. 
17—16.)  Let  him  bridle  his  tongue,  and  ceafe  from 
all  profane  and  filthy  fpeaking,  and  from  all  opprobri¬ 
ous  language  ;  and  keep  the  door  of  his  lips  from  ut¬ 
tering  falftiood,  or  deceit  of  any  kind. 

11.  Let  him  have  an  abhorrence  of,  and  carefully  a- 
yoid  every  thing  that  is  (inful  in  itfelf,  or  prejudicial 
to  others;  and  pra&ife  every  thing  that  is  in  its  own 
nature  good,  and  beneficial  to  all  whom  he  has  to  do 
with  ;  let  bim  feek  the  things  that  make  for  peace;,  and 
do  wbat  in  him  lies,  confident  with  a  good  confdeoce, 
to  promote  it  in  all  civil  and  religious  focietics,  in  his 
family,  among  bis  neighbours,  friends,  and  enemies, 
and  between  himfeJf  and  them ;  and  let  him  ftudioufly 
and  fteadily  follow  after  this  ex  ten  five  peace  by  all  pro* 
dent  and  honourable  means,  and  earneftly  purfue  it 
when  it  feems  to  flee  from  him,  th;t,  through  the 
divine  favour,  be  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life 
in  all  godJinefe  and  honedy  in  this  world,  till  he  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  glory  of  a  better,  (fee  IVUtth.  v.  9.  and  Jam. 
iit.  1 3. 

(j.  For  the  great  Lord  of  all,  ivhofe  eyes  ran  to  and 
fro  throughout  the  whole  earthy  to  Jbrw  himfelf  Jlrong 
on  behalf  of  them  that  fear  him,  and  vt&o/e  kingdom 
rules  over  all ,  (t  Chron.  xvt.  p.  and  Pf.  ciii.  19.)  ta£e$ 
fpecul  notice  of,  bears  a  peculiar  affe&ion  to,  and  ex¬ 
ercise 


Cb.m. 


74  Tie  ftrft  EptfiU  eft  P  E  m  .paraphrafed. 


cn :  ttf  tbe 
&ce  of  tie  Lord 
if  ngaiiilt  them 
thudotrll 


13  Aod  who 
(f  be  that  »il[ 
barm  7011,  if  7c 
be  follower*  of 
that  vludt  jj 


14  Put  and  if 
ye  foffer  for 
rigfcUoufuefi 
fair,  happy  sir* 
yr  i  and  be  nor 
afraid  of  their 
terror,  neither 
be  trophlcd ; 


Ij  Bat  f»at- 
Hfie  the  Lord 
pod  in  your 
beerte:  end  £r 
ready  alwayt  to 
yjw  »  anfwer 

to  every  n;3U 
thataJbeih  you 


ercifes  a  kind  and  watchful  care  in  his  providence  over 
thofe  that  are  righteous  in  his  light  through  Jefus  Cfarift, 
and  are  upright  in  their  hearts  and  lives ;  and  he  is  gra- 
ciaufly  attentive,  like  one  wholittens  with  an  open  ear 
to  the  voice  of  their  fupplications,  that  are  offered  up 
with  humility,  faith  and  fervor,  for  help  againft  their 
oppreffivc  enemies,  and  for  (hewing  them  feafonahle 
mercy  of  a  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  nature,  accord- 
ing  to  what  he  lees  to  be  bell  for  them.  But  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  the  Lord,  like  that  which  appears  in  the 
flern,  angry  and  wrathful  countenance  of  a  powerful 
and  provoked  enemy,  is  utterly  averfe  to,  and  hums  a- 
gainft  all  evil-doers,  as  a  deteftable  generation,  to  evt 
eft  the  remembrance  of  them  from  the  earth,  (Pfal. 
ixiiv.  16.) 

13.  And  as  the  Lord  bears  thefe  contrary  difpofitions 
toward  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  which  are  all  in 
his  hands,  and  tinder  his  dominion,  where  is  the  crea¬ 
ture,  whether  man  or  devil,  that  (hall  be  permitted  to 
deffroy  your  trued  happinefs,  or  w,ork  your  ruin,  or 
bring  any  greater  hardlhips  upon  you  than  you  (ball  bo 
enabled  to  bear  and  triumph  over  with  honour  and  ad¬ 
vantage,  if,  in  an  entire  deygendence  on  him,  and  de- 
votednefs  to  him,  ye  be  imitators  (n»  *7«tv  tupxtai)  of 
God  in  his  goodnria  and  holinefe,  or  of  any  one,  who, 
from  a  confidence  toward  God,  doth  that  which  is  be¬ 
nevolent,  and  acceptable  to  Him  ?  This  will  keep  you 
out  of  harm’s  way,  and  ye  will  be  lafe  under  his  caie. 
And  what  monfter  of  human  nature  can  hefuppofed  lb 
very  wicked  and  cruel,  as  to  feek  the  hurt  of  fucb  an 
inoffenfivc  and  beneficent  neighbour  ? 

1 4.  But  if,  after  all,  the  providence  of  God  Ihould 
fufl'er  you  to  come  under  the  fever itips  and  reproaches 
of  malignant  adverfarics,  on  account  of  your  righteous 
and  religious  cb  a  rafter,  as  profeflbrs  of  Chrift  and  his 
gofpel,  ye  are  nevcrthelefs  exceeding  happy  in  bis  fa¬ 
vour  ana  love  under  fuch  outward  calamities :  And  ye 
ought  not  to  be  terrified  at  their  threptenings,  or  at  the 
worft  they  can  do  againft  you  ;  nor  be  filled  with  dif* 
couragemcnt,  confternarion  and  confufion  in  your  own 
minds,  as  though  they  would  turn  to  your  real  difgrace 
and  ruin.  ■ 

15.  But  fltll  keep  up  high  and  honourable  thoughts 
of  the  Lord  Jehovah,  with  a  holy  reverential  fear  of 
him,  (Ifa.viii.  la,  13.)  and  with  an  entire  fruit  in  bis 
infinite  wifdom,  power,  mercy  and  faithfulnefs  for  your 
fccurity,  and  for  ordering  all  events  to  your  everlatting 
honour  and  joy:  (Matth.  v.  iOr— 12.)  And,  with  this 

dependence 
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&  r talon  oftlic  dependence  upon  him,  (land  prepared  at  all  time*  to 
I'Xwi^hraUk*  ms,he yoar apology ( «*■•*«>"««)  by  wordand deed,  in de* 
jujii’  Mid  fear;  fenee  of  your  Chrittian  faith  and  confidence,  to  ewy 
.  one,  who,  either  in  a  court  of  judicature,  or  in  familiar 
con  variation,  or  wich  a  religious  intent  for  his  own  of 
other  Chrifttans  fatiafaftion,  defires  a  reafonable  ac- 
count  of  the  grouods  of  your  hopes  of  falvaiion  accord- . 
ing  to  the  gofpel,  for  wnich  ye  willingly  fuffer ;  And 
let  this-  be  done  with  a  meek  and  modeft  air,  temper  of 
fpirit,  and  maimer  of  expreffion  ;  and  with  a  ferioos 
gravity  and  humble  reverence  of  God, and  jealoufy  over 
yourfclveSfc  left  ye  offend  him  by  behaving  in  any  way 
di (honourable  to  him,  by  concealing  the  truth,  or  fay¬ 
ing  any  thing  contrary  to  it ;  as  alfo  with  a  cautious 
fear  of  offending  any  perfons  by  fpeuking  difrcfpe&fully 
to  them, -whether  magistrates  or  others,  who  may' in¬ 
fill  on  fuch  an  account, 

,  g  Having  v  '  Herein  extreijing  yoarfelvts  to  have  always  a 
p>«d  confci-  confcience  void  of  offence  toward  Cod  and  man  i  (Adis 
*"/■*'  *****  xxiv.16.)  and  holding  the  mjfterj  of  faith  in  a  turn 

rpeik^evU  Jf  cotifciencet  {r  Tim.  iii.  9.)  that  can  reflect  with  utia- 
von,  ■*  of  evil-  fa«ion  and  peace  on  whatever  ye  fay  or  do ;  to  the  end 
doers,  they  may  (hat,  with  icfpeQ  to  thofc  things  m  which  your  ene- 
Aifl'aecufeyour  m*es  charge  and  upbraid  you,  as  a  mifehievous  wicked 
good*  «»"*«*.  fort  of  people,  whowork  iniquity,  foment  feduion,  and 
tioo  in  Chrift.  are  injurious  to  fbciety  and  the  public  welfare,  they  may 
be  effectually  confuted,  and  forced  with  fhamc  to  re- 
tra&  their  Sanders,  who  are  reproachfully  and  malici¬ 
ously  traducing  your  blamelefs,  humble 

and  benevolent  life  and  converlation,  which  ye  lead  to 
the  honour  of  Chrift,  through  faith  in  him,  and  by 
virtue  derived  from  him. 

17  F«w  it  h  17-  For  it  undoubtedly  is  every  way  more  eligible, 
better,  if  the  honourable  and  advantageous,  and  ye  will  have  the 
fc^lhw  nobler  fupport  and  fatisfaftlon  in  your  own  fouls,  if  it 

far  for  Vell-dU  plcafe  Gad,  in  his  providence,  to  permit  outward  tri- 
in»,  than  for  *  bulations  to  befal  you,  merely  on  account  of  your  ac- 
vil  (foiug.  quitting  yourfelve*  well  to  him,  and  to  your  own  con- 
faiences,  in  doing  what  is  good  and  right,  and  accept¬ 
able  to  him,  than  they  could  be,  were  they  to  be  brought 
upon  you  for  any  crimes  or  follies  of  your  own,  which 
would  add  a  terrible  fling  to  them,  aod  make  them  an 
infupportable  burden,  that  would  othe;wifc  have  fat 
eafy  upon  youl...  ^ 

r8  For  cjirift  18.  For,  in  the  cafe  of  fufferings  without-  any  faults 
alio"  hath  once  of  your  own  to  deferve  them,  ye  are  only  conformed  to 
i-jlered for  fijU,  the  image  of  your  Lord  and  Saviour  $  and  may  well 

bear 


7 6 


the  jaft  frr  the 
vsjoilj  (that  he 
might  bring  nt 
to  God)  being 
pot  to  death  in 
the  fldhf  but 
quickened  by 

the  Spirit; 


T9  By  which 
olfo  he  vent. nod 
preached  -uuto 
the  ipiritt  in 
pr  i  Jon ; 
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bear  them  patiently  after  bis  example,  and  for  his  fake; 
when  ye  confider  that  he,  though  perfe&ly  holy  aod 
righteous,  without  the  lea  if  iniquity  in  heart  or  life  to 
deferve  any  ill  ufage,  underwent  the  moil  ignominious 
and  agonizing  fufferings  for  the  Gns  of  others  to  expiate 
them,-;  which  be  did,  not  by  repeated  offerings,  like 
the  legal  facrifices,  -but  once  for  all,  as,  through  the 
infinite  dignity  and  perfection  of  his  facrifice,  he  made 
complete  atonement  at  once.  (Heb,  vu,  27.  and  lx.  26, 
28.)  He,  the  juft  and  holy  One,  fuffered  all  the  pu- 
nifhment  due  to  fin  in  the  room  and  ftead  of  unrighte¬ 
ous  and  ungodly  fmnera,  that  be  might  reconcile  fuch 
as  we  are  to  God,  (Rom.v.  6,  8.  10.)  and  bring  us  to 
a  holy  communion  with  him,  conformity  and  obedience 
to  him  here,  and  an  everlaftiug  enjoyment  of  him  here¬ 
after)  he  having  been  crucified  and  Haiti  for  us  in  the 
body  of  his  flefh,  which  he  had  aftiuned  into  perfonal 
union  with  himfelf;  and  which  he  raifed  again  to  an 
immortal  life  of  hlefTednefs  and  glory  by  his  own  di¬ 
vine  power,  *  together  with  the  iufeparatde  quickening 
agency  of  the  halyfpirit. 

19.  By  which  Spirit,  as  then  eii fling,  and  a£ting  to¬ 
gether  with,  and  from  him,  be,  going  in  a  way  of  spe¬ 
cial  operation  and  mapjfeflation  to  the  old  world  before 
the  flood,  preached  repentance  and  reformation,  and 
the  righteoufoefs  of  faith  f  by  the  mtntftry  of  Noah,  by 
whom  he  preached  to  that  wicked  people,  who  then  li¬ 
ved  upon  earth,  but  whole  fouls  are  now  (hut  up  in  the 
prifon  of  hell,  there  to  abide  Tor  ever,  for  their  pro¬ 
voking  iniquities*  (Matth.  V.  25*  2&  and  2  Pet.  ii. 
4*  SO 

10.  Who  formerly  diibelievod,  rebelled  agatnft)  amt 
obftinately  refuted  to  obey  the  folemn  admonitions, 
which  that  preacher  of  righteoafnefc  Rave  them  \  ami 
would  not  attend  to,  and  comply  with  thofe  ftrivings 
of  the  Spirit  with  them  therein*  which,  through  the 
patience  and  long  forbearance  q£  Qod’c  mercy*  were 

con- 

r  e  s. 

t  Noah  may  wel(befnppnf«l  to  have 
preached,  among  other  thing**  the 
Hghteoufnef*  of  faith  in  the  MdGili 
for  julUfi cation ;  ftocc  the  ark,  which 
he  preparing  for  the  faftty  of  him* 

fclf  and  fdBilly,  wai  a  iiguificant  typo 
vf/aLvition  by  Jcfw'i  Chnil ;  and  Noali 
1*  called  a  preacher  of  righeeoufnefr, 
fa  l’ct*  ii.  sO  and  Is  faid  to  have  beta 
an  heir  of  the  righteoofaefc  offaUK 
7  ) 


le  TPhtch 
fome  times  were 
difobcdienti 

when  once  the 
Jong  fuifcriug  of 
God  waited  in 
the  days  of  Ho- 


N  O 

*  By  {be  Sfiri t  fome  un  derft  and  Chrift  rs 
divine  nature,  and  others  the  holy  $pi~ 
Tit f  the  laft  of  which  Items  to  me  to  be 
fnoft  dirtily  intended,  if  compared 
with  Gen.  yi-  £  which  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  verfet  here,,  J  tlunlc,  refer  to.  How. 
•*trj  a*  1  would  not  pofitii'dy  deter* 
mine  agajnft  the  former  fenfe,  both  are 
included  in  the  paraphrafe,  that  the 
trader  may  take  hia  choice* 
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ah.  while  the  continued  to  thein  for  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  'and 
*ari<Ta*  whSe^  twenty  years,  (Gen.  vi.  3.)  while  Noah*  being  warned 
?nn<J5w,W  that  °f  God*  and  believing  what  he  had  told  him  about  the 
is*  eight  fools  deftru&ion  of  that  wicked  generation,  (Heb,  zi.  7.) 
wre  heed  If  was  preparing  materials,  and  putting  them  together  to 
make  the  ark,  which  was  likewife  a  pra&icat  fermon 
to  them  all  along,*  till  the  time  that  the  flood  came  up*, 
on  them;  in  which  ark>  that  eminent  type  of  Chrift* 
a  very  fmall  number  of  believers,  even  Noah,  his  wife, 
and  three  fons  and  their  wives,  to  the  amount  of  eight 
pertbus  only,  efcaped  the  impending  deftru£tion  from, 
and  were  laved  out  of  the  water  *,  which  lifted  up  the 
ark  upon  its  furface,  while  all  the  reft  of  that  ungodly 
world  were  fwailowcd  up  in  the  deluge,  as  all  impeni¬ 
tent  and  unbelieving  Gnners  will  be  in  the  more  dread* 
ful  floods  of  divine  wrath  at  the  laft  day. 

_ _  2i*  Anfwerable  to  this  temporal  falvatlon  in  the  afk 

figure wlicreuu-  from  the  flood,  by  means  of  the  waters  bearing  it  up, 
we  now  have  fclvarion  in  Chrift  from  fin  and  wrath, 
HotU  alfo  now  ^  0f  the  gofpel -ordinance  of  baptifm,  which  in 

putting  way  of  a  fenfe  may  be  called  its  antitype  ) ;  Not  that 

the  filth  of  the  a  bare  external  adminiftrauon  of  it,  in  applying  water 
ffejh,  bat  ibe  t0  tjjC  body,  as  though  that  were  to  wafh  away  its  de* 
conjfrlenco^to-  filcment,  is  of  any  avail  of  hfdf  for  this  fpiritual  pur- 
wmd*  God)  by  pofe ;  but  all  its  efficacy  lies  in  what  is  fignified  by  it, 
the  prfurrerti*  a$  the  purification  of  the  heart  was  by  circumcifion  in 
Jefm  theflefli ;  and  as  it  is  a  folemn  obligation  upon  con* 
faience  to  return  a  fui table  anfwer  to  its  demands  of  o- 
bedience  to  God,  we  having  been  therein  devoted  to 
the  Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  wbofe 
name,  as  the  one  and  only  true  God,  we  were  bap* 
tiled  :  (Matth.  xxvtii.  ip<)  And  we  are  made  partakers 
of  this  falvation,  and  thus  reftipulate  to  God,  accord* 
ing  to  our  baptifmal  engagements,  rh  rough  faith  m  the 
lefurreftion  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  as  hetuax  de¬ 
livered  for  our  cfttnctJ)  and  raifed  again  for  ourjvfti- 
f  cation ;  (Horn*  iv*  25.)  as  alfo  for  quickening  us 
from  the  death  of  fin  to  the  fife  of  righteoufnefs  in  this 
world,  (Rom.  vi.  3---6.)  and  niifing  us  up  foul  and 
body  to  eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come,  that  we  may 
live  in  glory  with  him. 

az.  Who 

NOTE* 


Oft  of 

Chrift ; 


*  I  am  inclined  to  think,  with  Mr 
Pyle,  that  by  water  (1/  ufcrar)  may  be. 
more  naturally  uoderftwd  to  mcao 
from  or  cat  ef  tbf  according  to 

a  like  fciife,  in  which  the  prepufitioxi 
(Jt*)  is  to  be  taken  in  1  Con  til.  15* 
whi«h  fpcaks  of  being  fared  ff>  as  by 
fire,  y>«  jrujn>4  Auil  tip  it  was  ibe  ark. 


and  rhe  fnietv  of  thofc  which  were  in 
it,  and  nut  the  water,  that  jure  figured 
the  ^fpcl  falvaiinn  In  Cbrlft,  ■sticrni* 

iicrl  l>y  haprifiii,  by  means  which, 
when  the-  thing  fi^nilkd  by  It  is  found 
io  us,  through  faith  in  liitn#  we  arc  fir¬ 
ed,  as  the  apoille  explains  it  in  the  next 
verU, 
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aa  Who  is 
gone  into  heav* 
cn,  and  b  on 
tb«  right  hand 
of  Gad,  ousels 
and  authors  es» 
and  powers  be* 
jngmadc  fubjedt 
unv  him. 


22*  Who,  as  the  pledge,  carneft,  evidence  and  fe- 
curity  of  it,  and  38  our  forerunner,  is  afcended  in  hit 
rifen  body  to  heavea;  and  is  no vt  enthroned  with  the 
mod  eminent  dignity  and  honour  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majefty  on  high;  {fee  the  note  on  A£b  vii.  55.) 
and  is  inverted  with  all  authority  in  heaven  and  earth  ; 
the  good  and  evil  angels  of  every  rank,  and  alt  the 
rulers  and  potentates  of  this  world,  being  placed  in  an 
abfohite  fubjeftion  to  him,  that  he  may  order  and  go* 
vent,  comm  i  Sion  or  re  ft  rain  them,  and  make  them  one 
way  or  other  fubferve  his  own  and  his  Father's  glory, 
and  the  good  of  his  people,  as  he  is  heed  over  all  things 
to  the  church*'  (Eph*  i*  21,  22,) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

When  believing  wives,  like  Sarah,  Abraham's  confort,  are  doathed  with,  and 
more  felicitous  about  the  inward  ornaments  of  the  never-fading  charms  of  rno- 
defty,  mceknef*  and  humility,  from  a  principle  of  truft  in  God,  than  about  the 
deckings  of  rich  and  fpkrdid  attire  -  and  wlien  they  pay  a  relpeflful  fubiertion 
to  their  own  bulbands  in  all  lawful  things,  how  amiaok  i*  tbar  charter  !  How 
acceptable  to  God,  and  mvtttngeventofiichhidbandsasdifngard  his  word!  And 
with  what  honour,  humanity,  and  tendernefs*  under  all  their  infirmities*  Ihouht 
believing  hufbauds  treat  them,  that  they  may  live  together  as  co-heirs  of  the 
grace  of  life,  and  their  prayers  may  not  be  hindered  I— PcrfenaJ  as  well  as  re* 
lative  duties  are  incumbent  on  all  the  difciples  of  Jefus.  They  fhould  be  as  har¬ 
monious,  aa  poftible,  in  important  fentinrents  and  mutual  aifertion  ;  and  fhoul J 
he  compaffionate,  kind,  and  courteous  towards  all  men ;  never  rctaEatmg  inju¬ 
ries,  nr  opprobrious  language,  but  rather  wishing  all  good  even  to  thoie  who 
ufe  them  ill,  as  knowing  that  this  is  a  duty  to  which  they  arc  called*  in  order 
to  their  own  inheriting  a  btefling.  And  O  bow  nectflary  is  it  for  their  pnrfent 
ptace  and  comfort,  to  refrain  from  alt  evil  in  word  and  deed,  and  to  purfue  the 
good  of  others,  and  the  things  that  make  for  peace  1  Who  can  find  i  t  his  heart 
to  hurt  fuch  an  inoffenfive,  generous  and  benevolent  Chriftfan,  or  can  compete 
hj$ eternal  ruin  I  There  is  a  natural  tendency  in  his  engaging  behaviour  to  make 
bis  paffage  eafy  through  this  world;  and  God  bimfelf  has  a  fpecial  care  of  him,  to 
guard  him  from  mifcbief,  andthew  him  favour;  and  to  hear  his  erica  in  di- 
trefs,  and  pour  confufion  upon  hts  enemies.  If  he  fuffer*  for  ri  shiftmen  eft  fake, 
he  need  not  be  terrified  at  what  bis  persecutors  can  threaten,  or  do  againfl  him  ; 
but  Ihould  be  ready  to  give  an  account,  with  modefty  ard  reverence*  of  the 
grounds  of  his  Chriftian  hope,  on  all  proper  occafions;  and  ought  to  difpfay  its 
happy  influence  upon  him,  m  copftantly  maintaining  a  good  confidence  nnd  holy 
ConverfatJon,  bylhe  grace  of  God,  to  the  fikneing  and  framing  of  all  that 
would  invidiously  Hander  him*  And  O  how  much  better  is  it  to  fuftvr  in  a  good, 
than  in  a  bad  caufe  !  And  how  cheerfully  ftiould  believers  fubmil  to  the  g  result 
hardfliips,  that,  by  divine  permifiioo,  may  befal  them  I  To  animate  them  here¬ 
unto,  Let  them  conlider  that  the  holy  Jefiia  willingly  fhffirred  In  bis  human  na¬ 
ture  the  luoft  terrible  death  of  the  crt>fs  in  their  ruonuusd  ftead,  to  make  atnne- 
vhent  for  their  fins,  and  bring  them  to  God  and  glory ;  and  thathe  was  raifbil  a* 
gain  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  is  row  exalted  at  the  Father's  right  hand  in  hea¬ 
ven,  with  full  authority  over  all  angels,  men  and  devils,  and  every  rank  *.f 
creatures,  to  reftrain  of  employ  them  as  may  be  melt  for  the  fecurity  and  hapfi- 
nefs  of  bis  people-  And  O  bow  great  is  his  falvation  which  is  tfgmficd  by  the 
ordinance  of  twplifm  !  But  it  realty  belongs  only  to  thnfe,  whole  hearts,  a?  puri¬ 
fied  by  faith,  conrfpond  to  the  meaning  and  obligation  of  that  facred  fign*  is 
ajfort  of  antitype  to  that  which  Noah  and  Ids  family  had  in  the  ark.  Difebe- 

dknt 
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dient  finners  (ball  indeed  perilh,  like  the  ungodly  world  with  whom  Ctirift  (trove 
by  hia  Spirit  io  the  warning* *  that  were  given  them  by 'Noah's  miniftry  with  aH 
loiig-fiiucriQg  (bran  -hundred  .and  twenty  years  together,  ^  who  now,  for  their 
impenitence  and  unbelief,  are  (hut  up  in  an  eternal  hell,  w  the  mod  doleful  of 
alt  prifons :  But  they  who  believe  in  the  rifcn  Saviour,  be  they  fewer  or  more* 
Hull,  bv  virtue  derived  from  him,  be  railed  to  a  blifsful  immortality,  and 
dweH  with  him  for  ever  in  heaven.  O  what  a  facet,  fupport  and  comfort 
are  thtfe  thoughts  to  all  fwfierirtg  Caints  under  the  beavieft  tribulations, which 
they  may  be  called  to  endure  for  bis  lake  1 


£ 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  ApcfiU  improves  the  conjugation  of  Chriftian  fufferingt ,  for  pu- 
ritf  and  bolinefs  in  heart  and  fife,  i — 6.  and  of  the  approaching 
difylution  of  the  ]emtoiftatetfir  fobriety,  watchfulnefs,  prayer  and 
mutual  love,  and/or  a  faithful  difehargt  of  religioitr  tmjh ,  7— 1 1, 
and  cautions  beRevtrs  again/  expofing  tbemfilves  to  punijbments  fir 
their  own  faults  }  hut  encourages  them  to  rejoice  and  glory  in  re* 
proaches  and  fufferingt  fir  Chrift,  injlead  <f  being  furprifed  or  dis¬ 
mayed  at  them and  so  commit  their  fouls ,  in  a  courfe  of  well-doing, 
to  the  care  of  a  faithful  God,  12  19. 


Tbit. 


FiRiPHRB  s«. 


1.  OW,  to  return  From  the  digreflion  about  Chrift’s 


iTTiOrafmuch 

arifttiS'fiSS  ...  111  Pr«ci»ngin  the  miniftry  of  Noah,  #cc.  (chap, 
ferej  fa  as  in  m’  *9 — H-)  Since  the  immaculate  Jefus  has  fo  pati- 
tlic  Hcih.  arm  ently  and  extremely  fuffered  in  his  body  for  us,  who  be-* 
jour  (elves  like-  licve  in  him,  that  he  might  expiate  our  fins,  (chap, 
fan*  mind*  for  ”**  *®*)  an^  now'  no  longer  bears  them,  as  he  did  be- 
he  that  hath  fore,  (chap.  ii.  24.)  Let  this  Tonify  you  againft  impa* 
fitiTered  in  the  tiencie  and  fainting*  under  your  trials  for  his  fake,  that 
edftWfifl”*1"  )C  ma7  *  *tm*d  againft  them  by  a  holy  fubmiffion  and 

*  *  intrepidity  of  fpirit,  after  his  noble  and  endearing  ex¬ 

ample  :  For  whoever  has  crucified  tbs  old  man ,  the  body 
of  fin,  or  thefitfls  with  itr  affellions  and  lofts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  deGgn,  and  in  virtue  oF  the  death  of  Chrift, 
(Rom.  vi.  6.  and  Gal.  v.  24.}  *  and  has  willingly  and 
patiently  fuffered  fiery  trials  for  his  fake,  and  in  con- 
'  .formityto  him,  (ver.  12,  13.)  in  bis  mortal  body;  fnch 
a  Chriftian  bas  renounced  all  his  former  Cnful  princi¬ 
ples  and  praQicea,  is  crucified  to  them,  utterly  di£il- 

Jows 

X  O  T  E. 

•  As  the  Jf tjb  is  fouMtinirt  taken,  in  fiefi  may  beronfiderrd  in  either  of  thole 
ft  literal  fenfc,  for  the  bndy ;  and  at  o~  -views,  as  Sr  the  paraphrafe;  one  or  o- 
thm»  in  a  Operative  fenfe,  for  the  ther  of  which  f^einJ  more  natural  t» 

Tttpt;cn  of  hitman  mturt*  (fee  the  note  mcihm  any  that  1  have  nut  with* 
ontialt,  19.  tic  that  kufujtrtiiH  the 


£o  The  Firji  Epijlle  c/P£T£R  parapbrafed .  Ch'.  it. 


3  That  he  no 
fongar  Jbould 
live  the  reft  of 
Lis  time  in  the 
flelhf  to  the 
I  rift*  of  meiitbtfc 
to  the  trill  of 
God* 


3  Fnr  the 
time  paifc  of  our 
life  may  fufEce 
us  to  have 
wrought  the 
will  ot  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  when  we 
tvalked  in  lafci- 
viotifncfs,  ]nltsf 
exeefs  of  wine, 
revelling*,  ban¬ 
queting*,  and  a- 
hum  in  able  Ido¬ 
latries, 


4  (Therein 
they  think  it 
ftrangethat  you 
run  not  with 
them  rothefome 
excefs  of  riot, 
i peaking  evil  of 
jou  ; 


5  ^bn  ili all 
gl™  account  to 
him  that  U  TC4' 
dy  to  judge  the 
quick  and  the 
dead, 


lows  and  abhors  them,  and  with  full  purpofe  of  heart 
has  departed  from  them  j 

2.  That  he  may  no  longer  go  on,  as  formerly  to 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  body  at  an  un- 
godly  and.  immoral  rate,  in  a  courfe  of  life  that  is  a- 
greeahle  to  the  corrupt  affeflions  and  de fires  of  carnal 
men  ;  but  in  all  holy  dtfpafitions,  defigns,  and  con* 
verfation,  according  to  the  will  and  command  of  Godf 
as  may  be  molt  for  his  glory,  and  well  pleating  in  his 
fight. 

3.  For  we  have  too  long  wafted  the  precious  hours 
of  life  already,  and  ought  to  thinlc  it  more  than  c- 
nough,  that  wc  have  employed  them  in  compliances 
with  the  wicked  inclinations  and  praftices  of  our  hea- 
then  neighbours,  to  whom  we,  and  efpecrally  the  Gen* 
tile  converts  amongft  U3,  conformed  ourfclves  ;  when 
hi  our  fEate  of  unregeneracy,  wc  indulged,  and  perill¬ 
ed  in  wantott  dalliances,  as  eiprefled  by  our  looks, 
words,  and  geftores  3  in  criminal  propen  fions  and  pur- 
fairs  after  unlawful  embraces in  immoderate  drinking 
of  wine,  or  other  ftroiig  liquors  3  ha  gormandizing} 
{Koftots)  and  riotings  j  tit  luxurious  carou  tings  j  and  in 
idolatrous  worth  ip,  which  is  not  only  unlawful  and  de¬ 
ferable  in  itfclf,  but  alfo  on  account  of  the  fhameful 
lewdnels,  gluttony,  drcnkennels,  and  other  vices  that 
attended  it,  particularly  among  the  heathens  : 

4.  With  refpe£t  to  which,  they  wonder  what  is  comd 
to  you,  that  ye  have  nowfo  unexpectedly  forfaken  thciF 
Company,  and  don’t  Hill  run  along  with  them  into  the 
fame  diflbliite  and  profufe  indulgences  to  all  manner  of 
luxury  and  intemperance,  as  ye  Were  wont,  and  they 
continue  to  do  with  guilty  plesfurc,  and  without  re- 
morfe ;  And  hereupon  they  vilify  you  and  your  religion, 
as  though  it  has  made  you  the  riioft  unfociable,  Hi  if, 
precife  and  humourfomc  creatures,  that  are  not  fn  for 
common  focicty,  and  ought  to  be  the  objects  of  their 
contempt  and  fcorn. 

5.  Who,  whatever  they  think  of  the  matter  now,' 
fliall  moft  certainly  be  called  to  a  ftrift  account  for  all 
their  ungodly  deeds  and  hdrd fpeeches ;  (Jude,  ver.  15.) 
and  muft  anfwtr  for  them  to  that  great  Lord,  on  whom 
all  their  reproaches  of  you  for  his  fake  ultimately  fail  3 
and  who  has  all  authority,  and  will  ere  long  appear,  to 
pafs  and  execute  a  deciSve  fcntence  upon  the  whole 
world,  even  upon  all  that  (halt  be  living  on  the  earth, 
and  that  fhall  be  found  among  the  dead  aod  raifed  a- 
gain,  at  the  laftday,  to  the  joy  of  the  Clints  and  terror 
of  bis  enemies.  (John  t.  27-  -■  29. J 


6.  For 
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6  For,  for 

till*  OUlfe  W41 

ihc  gofpc.1 

prc:t£hcd  iiloto 
:li«m  that  are 
that  thej 
tniit lit  be  judg* 
l  s]  according  to 
men  m  the  JlrJh, 
f>ut  iimaefcord- 
ru%  u>  God  in 
tire  spirit* 


1  But  the 
Oud  of;ill  thing* 
i$  ^  h-md;  be 
ye  ilieretWe  f<»- 
ter;  slid  warch 
ttuto  prayer* 


fi  \nd  above 
t\ I  UiiJi<r$  have 
fervent  charity 

aiEinitir  y^ur 
felvca;  for  cha¬ 
rity  ihal)  cov\T 
tlifi  multitude 
biting 


<S.  For  this  is  the  end  for  which  the  gofpel  was 
preached  to  thofe  believers,  who  are  now  the  dead  in 
Chriftt  (i  ThclT.  iv.  16.)  ad  well  as  to  thofe  who  are 
fttil  living  upon  earth,  that  they,  by  a  divide  power 
attending  it*  being  thoroughly  mortified  and  dead  to 
their  former  finfid  inclinations  androurfesof  life,  might 
be  eventually  cenfured  and  condemned,  and  even  ptit 
to  death,  for  their  novel  and  unfociable  principles  and 
behaviour,  as  being  judged  according  to  the  dictates 
of  corrupt  nature*  and  of  mere  natural  men  ;  but  thac 
they  might  really  live  after  a  fpiritua!  and  joyful  man* 
ner,  by  a  holy  conformity  to  the  tillage  and  will  of 
God  in  their  renewed  fouls,  as  Wing  quickened  from 
the  death  of  fin  to  the  life  of  rigtueoufhcfs,  and  a  (Tilted 
hy  his  Spirit,  to  do  the  things  that  are  pleating  in  his 
tight  through  Jcfus  Obrift ;  and  might  be  at  laft  failed 
up  to  a  glorious  and  immortal  life,  hy  hit  Spirit  that 
dwells  in  them.  (Rom.  viii.  t  r *) 

7.  Bu;  cunfider,  for  your  encouragement  and  cau* 
tion  under  prefect  and  future  trials,  that  all  the  feenes, 
which  lie  before  you  in  this  world,  will  foon  he  over 
and  gone  i  the  Jewilh  Rate  and  nation,  temple,  city 
and  w or (htp,  will  quickly  come  to  their  final  period, 
according  to  our  hlefled  lord's  prediction  ^  (Luke  xix, 
43,  44.)  the  death  of  every  one  of  you  is  near  at  hand  » 
yea,  and  in  comparjfon  with  eternity,  the  day  is  draw* 
iug  on  a*pace»  when  the  earth  and  all  things  in  it  (hall 
be  diffolved.  (2  Pet-  iii.  10,  11.)  It  therefore  greatly 
behoves  you,  in  this  view  and  profpeft,  to  be  wife,  fo- 
ber,  and  temperate  in  all  things  relating  to  your  paf- 
tionS,  appetites  and  enjoyments ;  and  to  be  eonftantly 
upon  your  watch  again  ft  temptations,  and  all  the  work¬ 
ings  of  indwelling  corruption,  and  for  all  almtances  of 
the  Spirit,  that  ye  may  be  in  3  right  frame  for  prayer, 
and  may  readily  fall  in  with  all  occafional  as  well  ad 
Rated  fcafoas  of  addrefling  the  throne  of  grace  for  eve¬ 
ry  needful  blcfling,  and  particularly  for  prefer  ration 
from  hii,  and  from  troubles,  nr  for  fuccour  under  them* 
and  a  fan£U£ied  ufe  of  them,  and  deliverance  in  due 
time  out  of  them  all* 

tf.  And  let  it  be  your  governing  concern  to  cultivate 
a  warm*  brotherly  ftnd  cordial  affection  one  toward#  a- 
nothcr,  (Rom,  xii.y,  10}  efpccially  in  perilous  days, 
as  being  influenced  to  it  by  the  fuperiative  love  of  God 
inChriiito  you:  For  as  he,  in  the  greatnefs  of  Ills 
Jove,  has  freely  forgiven  and  covered  all  yum  trefpaties, 
that  none  of  them  may  he  brought  into  judgement  a* 
gainft  you ;  (Eph,  iv.  32-)  fo  a  tinccrc  and  ardent  love 
Von.  Vi.  t  P  m 
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9  trfc  hofpt' 
t*Uty  one  to  a* 
jioiher  witboat 
gnxSging- 


I®  As  evwj 
Ulan  hath  re¬ 
ceived  the  gift* 
tv?*  fa  mimfter 

the  fume  one  to 
*ui*>thcr,aff  good 

ftewards  of  the 

manifold  grace 
*fGe<L 


If  Tf  any  man 
/peak i  let  him 
/peak  a«  the  0- 
wcl«  of  God; 
if  any  man  mi' 
n  ilter,  Kt  him  *i$ 
it  as  of  rhe 

Jity  which  God 
giverh ;  that 
5<h1  in  aH  things 
may  he  glori- 
tied  through 
Jefns  CUrift* 
to  whom  "be 
jiraifc  and  do- 
minion  for  c* 
Ter  and  ever* 
Amen* 


in  you  towards  one  another  for  Chrift’6  fake,  and  in  o* 
bedience  to  his  command,  will  infpire  you  with  a  for* 
giving  temper  toward  your  brethren,  and  hide  their 
numerous  failings  from  your  own  refentment,  that  ye 
may  kindly  overlook,  and  be  careful  to  congeal  them 
from,  in  (lead  of  expofmg  them  to  others.  (l  Cor.  xtii. 

4 — 7-) 

9.  As  another  token  of  love,  be  ready  to  cxercife  all 
manner  of  kindaefs,  and  to  give  all  feafonable  aifilt- 
ances  one  towards  another,  and  particularly  in  enter* 
taining  religious  ftrangers,  who  travel  abroad  for  fprea- 
ding  the  gofpel,  or  fuller  fofs  for  Chrift,  or  are  forced 
to  Ikulk  about,  through  the  violence  of  the  times,  or 
are  call  among  you  by  any  providence ;  cheerfully  re* 
ceive,  and  generoufly  relieve  fuch  as  thefe,  without  re* 
lu&ance,  or  thinking  much  at  the  expence. 

10.  And  as  all  talents  for  public  offices,  as  well  as 
private  capacities  of  urcfulnefs  in  the  church,  are  the 
free  gift  of  God,  let  every  one,  that  is  favoured  with 
them,  be  careful  to  employ  them,  in  proportion  to 
what  he  has  received,  for  the  advantage  and  edification 
one  of  another,  as  perfons  entry  fled  with,  and  ac* 
countable  to  their  great  Lord  and  mafter  for  the  vari¬ 
ous  gifts  and  endowments  which  he  has  gracioufly  he* 
(lowed  upon  them,  that  they  may  manage  them  with 
tvifdom  and  faith futnefs,  like  honourable  (le wards, 

anenfut)  for  the  good  of  the  ehurch,  for  which 
he  gave  them. 

1 1 .  If  any  one  be  called  to  the  office  of  preaching, 
let  him  attend  to  the  facred  writings  of  divine  revela¬ 
tion,  tliat  he  may  deli  ver  nothing  but  what  is  agreeable 
to  them,  and  may  faithfully  declare  the  mind  and  will 
of  God,  according  to  them,  in  fnch  a  ferrous,  folemn 
and  reverential,  fervent,  fpiritoal  and  holy  manner,  39 
becomes  them  :  If  another  be  called  to  tlie  office  of  a 
deacon,  *  to  collect,  talc  Care  of,  and  di  (tribute  the 
church's  (lock,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  miniftry,  and  defraying  the  neceffiary  ex- 
pences  of  divine  ordinances,  let  him  attend  to  his  charge 
with  all  fideliry,  prudence,  tendernefe  and  diligence, 
according  to  the  ability  of  body  and  mind  that  God  has 
"furnifhed  him  with,  and  according  to  the  proportion  of 

con- 


N  O  T  E, 

*  If  any  man  mimfitr,  or  dcecmize,  7.)  though  they  alfo  may  he  extended, 
(Tmoui)  fwH  molt  immediately  to  re*  one  to  Chrrfttan  conference,  and  the  <»* 
late  to  the  deacon's  office,  in  diftiiicti-  ther  tnclivritablc  contribution*  in  pri¬ 
on  from  that  of  public  preaching;  Tee  rate  capacities, 
lb*  nates  on  Aljti  vi  3.  and  Rom.  xii. 


Ch«  iv,  fit  Firjt  tpifiU  <f  Petbh  pmraphr&ftd*  S3 

contributions  and  of  the  cafes  committed  to  his  caret 
to  the  end  that  at]  the  temporal  as  well  as  fpiricual  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  church  may  be  conducted  in  foch  a  manner 
as  (hall  be  moft  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  magni¬ 
fying  of  his  great  name*  with  fuch  thanksgivings  and 
praiies  from  the  dilpenfeia  and  receivers  of  the  benefit, 
a$  are  acceptable  to  him*  through  the;  mediation*  me* 
rit  and  advocacy  of  ]tfus  Chrift,  to  whom,  and  to  the 
Father  through  him*  may  all  grateful  acknowledgements 
and  honours  be  paid*  and"  univerfal  power*  authority' 
and  dominion  aferibed  to  the  eiidlcfs  ages  of  eternity! 
In  teftimony  of  our  earned  defire  and  joyful  affiirance 
of  its  being  fo,  let  us  unammoufly  join  our  Amen* 

12  Beloved,  12*  My  dear  fullering  brethren*  while  ye  reflc&  on 
think  it  u»r  the  imperfection  of  your  prefent  ftatc,  and  the  depra- 
cJrnlnpthffi^^  vn?  mankind,  which  nils  their  hearts  with  enmity 
trial,  which  is  to  God  and  godlinefs,  and  on  our  Lord’s  forewarning 
1*  try  you,  u  you,  that  in  the  world  ye  (hall  have  tribulation,  but 
f  rtn«c  xy^t  ^a‘  ^avc  in  him,  who  has  overcome  the  world* 
(J?hn  xvi*  33-)  yc  ought  not  to  be  tlifcouraged  or  fur- 
yon  :  prifed  at  the  fejerdl  pcrfecuuons  that  can  befal  you* 

which,  in  allufion  to  the  approaching  conflagration  of 
Jerufaiem,  may  be  called  liery  trials ;  and  which,  as 
they  are  defigned  of  God*  not  to  deftroy,  but  to  refine 
you,  arc  like  a  furnace  to  try  the  fmceriry  of,  and  pu¬ 
rify  your  graces,  and  purge  away  your  drolls,  even  all 
your  fin*  (1C  i*  25.  and  xxvji.  y.  and  xlviii,  to.)  I  en¬ 
treat  you  not  to  be  difmayed  at  them,  as  though  they 
were  unexpected  and  uncommon  things,  and  foreign 
to  the  methods  of  God’s  love  to  his  own  dear  children  1 
and  as  though  ye  were  dealt  hardly  with  in  being  called 
to  fuller  them, 

ti But  rrjnlce  But  rather  reckon  upon  them,  think  of  them, 

ve  an[i  prepared  to  meet  them,  with  holy  joy ;  for  as 

«r*  of  cfcritft  much  as  your  Lord  and  Saviour  fympatlrifcs  with  you 
ArhVriitp;  that  in  all  your  afflictions,  and  counts  them  hij  own  ;  (Mat* 
Jhl\n>c*re^cDa?-  *XVp  45*  ail<^  Atts  ix-  4*)“  and  ye  therein  are  made 
rd!  vc  mav  be  conformable  to  his  fuflferings  for  you,  to  the  end  that 
rl  uf  wirij  when  he  fliall  appear  in  all  his  glory  at  the  lad  day,  ye 
exceeding  joy.  may  rejoice  with  exultation  and  triumph  in,  and  toge¬ 

ther  with  him.  (Rom.  vm.  17.  Col.  iji-  4*  and  2  Tim* 
ii.  ia.) 

14  irycbcrv*  14,  If  yc  be  upbraided  and  vilified  for  your  holy  pm- 
prnarhtd  *br  fefhon  of  Chrifi’s  name*  and  yet  take  it  parientlv,  and 
Clirllit  tiappy  even  rejoice  in  this  is  a  blcffed  token  of  your  union 
at*  yt ;  Tor  the  and  communion  with  him,  and  will,  through  his  me* 
fi»tnr  of  glory,  rit  aod  grace,  turn  to  your  own  richcft  account*  For 
andcf  God  rtjt-  the  fpint  of  God*  who,  us  a  divine  perfon,  may  well 

F  %  be 
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«th  fipim  yon: 
on  rlieir  parr  h< 
is  evil  fpoken 
of,  Imt  on  your 
part  he  is  ^  to¬ 
ri  hed- 


r S  Bnt  let 
none  of  you  fafl 
fer  as  a  mimUr 
«r,  or^a  thief, 
an  evil' 
■  doer,  or  cj  a 
hufi  embody  in  o- 
<iicr  jTigni  mat¬ 
ters. 


16  Yrt  if  any 
p'an  fuftr  as  a 

Cbr3i\tan  Jet 

him  not  be  n- 
ihamed;  but  bt 
him  glorify 
Orwt  on  this  be¬ 
half. 


be  (tiled  the  Spirit  of  ghryf  as  the  Father  and  Son  arc 
called  the  Father  of  glory*  and  die  Lord  of  glory; 
(Eph*  i.  17.  and  1  Cor,  ii,  &♦  fee  the  note  there)  they 
ait  being  undiridediy  one  in  nature*  as  the  God  of 
glory ;  (Pf,  xrix-  3,  and  Acts  vii  %.)  This  glorious 
Spirit  therein  eminently  bears  witnefa  to  you*  and  is 
evidently  preterit,  in  a  way  of  gracious  and  influential 
abode  with  you*  to  fupport  and  comfort  you  under  all 
re  vi  lings  and  fuflfermgs,  to  carry  you  with  honour 
through  them  and  bring  you  olF  glonoudy  at  the  end 
of  them  ;  and  to  be  himfelf  your  earnett  and  pledge  of 
the  eternal  glory,  to- which  he  will  conduct  you.  Oa 
the  fide  of  your  perfccu ting  enemies,-  Chrifl  and  his 
office?,* as  well  as  the  Spirit  and  his  operations,  are 
bWphemed  *  and  their  reproaches  of  you 

atm  at*  and  ultimately  fall  upon  him,  for  whofe  fake 
they  are  caft  upon  you ;  But  on  your  fide,  honour  re¬ 
dounds  to  his  glorious  name,  by  your  faith  and  patience* 
srnd  by  your  bravely  owning  andconfeffinghim  in  your 
fufferings,  and  in  your  praifes. 

15.  liut  let  me  cau^on  you  to  take  heed*  that  none 
of  you  briojr  troubles  *  upon  himfelf  for  any  crimes  of 
his  own,  which  defer ve,  and  would  juftly  expofe  him 
to  them  \  as  for  infra  ace,  let  none  of  you  render  him¬ 
felf  obnoxious,  not  only  to  the  anger  of  God,  but  to 
the  lafh  of  the  civil  government,  as  chargeable  with 
murderous,  or  with  thievrfh  defigm  and  practices  ^  or 
as  guilty  of  fcditious,  or  any  other  injurious  and  un* 
lawful  courfes  ;  or  as  an  idle  pragmatical  perfoit,  who 
neglects  his  own  bufirtefs,  and  takes  upon  him  to  intrude 
tn to, and  a£t  the  part  ofa  hufy  infpettor,  rr  m-i***?} 

and  governor  of  the  conferences,  or  fecular  affairs  of  o- 
tber  people,  that  do  pot  belongto  him  ;  and  to  meddle 
with  their  concerns,  which  he  has  nothing  to  do  with, 
mil  has  no  right  to  pry  into,  or  intereft  himtelf  m* 
ifi.  But  (*0  if  anyone  hear  with, a  ChrifUan  fpirit 
tire  greatdl  indignities,  reproaches  and  cruelties,  mere* 
Jy  on  account  of  his  proteffion  of  Chrift,  and  doing  the 
duties  belonging  to  ify  he  has  no  caufc,  nor  ought  he 
to  loot  upon  rhem  a$  a  real  difgrace,  or  as  what  he 
r/'td  he  alhamH  of :  But,  on  the  contrary,  he  ihould 
etieem  them  ;us  an  honour  conferred  upon  him,  which 
he  may  well  glory  in,  and  glorify  God  foi>  with  a 

cheer'- 


,  n  o  t  rt 

*  Hr  ij  tvtlfpri'i*  oft  and  A*r  h  jio-  to  take  it  as  referring  to  Thrift,  who 
rjfifd,  may  by  the  conibrerricin,  refer  frequently  fpeaks  of  the  rcpmacJies, 
cither  to  or  to  tbc  Spirit  ^  and  contempt,  hatred  anr!  per  fccut  tons  of 

therefore  the  paraphr&ic  turns  our  hU  diJ'cipi^  for  his  T^ke,  as  levelled  a* 
thoughts  co  both,  the  ugh  I  moSt  uicliae  galnil,  and  termini  t;ag  upon  himlelh 
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cheerful  fubmilEon  to  his  will,  and  the  difpofals  of  his 
over- ruling  providence,  who  counts  him  worthy  to  fuf- 
fer  jbame  for  the  name  of  Chrifi>  {  Ails  v.  4  j  .)  and  en¬ 
ables  him  to  undergo  faife  imputations,  and  the  Jhsrp- ' 
eft  trials,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  be  molt  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  pratfe  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour, 
ij  par  the  j  7.  Jor  the  time  is  juft  now  at  hand,  when  not  on- 
timv  h  tom*  iy  the  temple,  God’s  ancient  habitation  at  Jerufalcm* 
nutft  bejra*at  fhall  be  laid  wafte,  in  h&  righteous  judgement  accord- 
tlic  iimii'e  of  in?  to  Chrift’s  prediction,  (Lube  ixi.  6.)  but  his  new 
Ood:  juJ  if  it  tenameut  church,  which  was  typified  by  that  houfc  of 
Uric  fag  ? 1,1  "*»  God,  and  in  which  he  dwells  in  a  more  fjpirirual  man* 
end  I*  rf  them  ncri  fhall  begin  to  be  moil  remarkably  vifited  with 
that  obey  not  trying  difpenlations  of  providence  for  their  correction 
th®  ■  of  and  amendment,  though  for  the  ele£fc*s  fake  thofe  dajg 
***  *  of  tribulation  (halt  be  (hortered :  (Mat.  xxiv.  9, 21,  12.) 

And  if  fuch  fevere  difcipline  begin  firft  of  alt  to  be  cx- 
ercifed  on  us,  who  are  the  habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit,  (Eph.  it.  22.)  even  as  his  judgements  of  old 
began  at  his  fanctuary,  (Ezek.  ix.  6.)  what  can  berx- 
peCted,  but  that  .his  wrath  fhould  go  forth  to  the  ut- 
moft  extremity  againft  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  who, 
through  their  obliinacy  and  unbelief,  difregard  and  re- 
jed  (he  gofprl  of  the  ever  bleflcd  God,  as  it  foon  will, 
tn  a  mod  dreadful  manner,  againft  the  whole  body  of 
the  refraCtory  Jews  ? 

18  And  if  1 8*  And  if,  in  diefe  perilous  times,  they  who  are 
tbe  righteous  in  a  (late  of  favour  with  God  through  faith  in  the  righ- 
fiarceiy  be  far-  teoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  are  renewed  and  fandified  *>y 
[\iv  ^  ^is  Spirit  unto  holy  obedience,  fhall  have  a  narrow, 

<i»id  tlit  tmuvr  though  fureefcape,  by  the  interpofitions  of  divine  pro* 
appear?  videiice  and  grace,  like  pci  Tons  feved  as  by  fire,  (l  Cor* 

iii*  t$.)  and  like  Paul  and  his  company,  who  fcarady, 
or  with  much  ado,  came  ar  the  boat  for  their 

prefervation,  (Afts  xxviL  16,}  *  how  difmal  mufltlie 
condition  of  thofe  impenitent  and  unbelieving  finnera 
be,  who  perfift  in  their  impieties  and  iniquities,  and 
^reout  of  favour  with  God,  and  fit  fuel  foe  his  wrath  ? 

V  3  Where 

NOT  K 

*  The  here  fpoken  of,  feems  ckUmitie*  of  thofe  Jays  are  called  ficrv 

from  ihe  whole  current  of  the  context  trials,  ami  tk*  m./s/  j//  thixgt  U  fx?d 
tu  be*  molUy  at  lea  It*  of  a  temporal  to  be  ii  t  bumf,  fver-  vii,  12.}  lint  if  we 
inmipft  forth*  principal  defigu  of  this  make  it  rctVr  to  pi  fp*<tu  i  it.  i  fttnt.J 
chapter  is  to  p  re  par*  and  fortify  he-  \x  \uxn  ba  tiudcrllooj  only  <if 

Jievcrjt  agjiutf  the  fcverefl  ftifteri  1154  for  the  extreme  dfilieidtie*.  trooblcsrfmJer 
thrift,  and  the  dreadful  calamities  iuos  suul  apparent  dun  +_st  ■  ti&h 
that  were  coming  upon  the  Jewifh  v/bieh  the  ri^hu-ous  were  to  pafj  jn. 
church  and  lliitc  at  rhe  cnnfl aeration  their  way  lu  heaven,  and  not  of  anv 
of  (erufahmi,  which  it  is  fuppuled  was  real  hazard,  ns  t&  the  event,  with  rs* 
rhrn  within  ah out  fix  or  feven.  years  at  fpcCt  10  ihc  jntrp^c  promt  fc  jlu!  power 
kaad;  and,  iu  alluiion  to  wkichT  the  of  Gcd  for  auomplUlujig  it. 
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Where  can  they  find  any  retreat  for  fafejy  !  Where  {hall 
they  dare  to  lift  up  their  guilty  heads,  or  be  able  to  ap¬ 
pear  i  Or  where  can  they  expe£t,  and  where  mud  they 
be  obliged  to  appear  ?  Their  end  mail  certainly  be  for 
ever  inexpreffibly  miferabic ;  there  can  be  no  hiding 
place  for  them,  when  God  (hall  conic  to  deal  in  righte- 
oulncfs  with  them. 

19.  Upon  the  whole  therefore,  in  reflection  upon 
thefe  awful  events,  which  carry  fo  much  encourage¬ 
ment  to  you  as  his  people,  and  fo  much  terror  to  bts 
and  your  enemies,  let  them  who  endure  perfections 
and  alHi&ionfl  under  the  over-ruling  providence  of  God, 
according  to  his  appointment,  and  who  bear  thepi,  by 
the  afliflarice  of  his  fpirit,  in  fjich  a  manner  as  is  plea- 
fmg  to  him,  commit  their  lives  and  fouls,  and  all  their 
concerns,  for  time  and  eternity,  by  faith  to  him,  in  a 
courfe  of  holy  walking  with  him,  and  of  doing  good  to 
friends  and  enemies,  and  to  all  about  them ;  trufting 
in  him  through  jefus  Chrifl,  as  faithful  to  bis  prornifes 
of  fafety  and  happinefs  in  the  word  of  times,  and  as 
the  Almighty  Creator  and  freferver,  who  is  able  to 
perform  them. 


tO  Whvrefare, 
let  rhf-m  thut 
fu:Fcr  according 
tt>  tho  will  of 
God,coimniithe 
keeping  of  tlicir 
to nU  tv  him  in 
well  di>Utf  as 
unto  a  faithful 
Creator, 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Ho«  animating  is  a  conftderattoo  of  the  extremity  and  deign  of  Chrift**  fuf- 
firings  to  determine  us  agatnft  ali  compliances  with  the  fcnfiMl  indulgence*  of 
men  of  carnal  minds ;  and  to  be  conformable  to  the  hqty  will  of  God  E  Do  our 
old  companion*  wonder  at,  and  revile  us,  for  not  rpumng  any  longer,  as  we 
were  wont,  into  the  fame  excels  of  riot  with  them  i  Let  both  parties  confidcr* 
that  every  one  muft  give  an  account  of  his  own  behaviour,  whether  good  or  bad, 
to  the  great  jud*e  of  alb  who  will  determine  in  favour  of  thofe  that  are  quicken¬ 
ed  from  fpirit ual  death  by  means  ef  the  gofpel,  which  indeed  brings  them  un¬ 
der  the  ccnfore  of  men  that  judge  according  to  the  flefh  ;  but  leads  them  intq 
a  life  of  Imlmefs,  according  to  tlic-  will  of  Cod,  by  thy  power  of  Ms  Spirit,  How 
JIhhiM  the  near  approach  of  tribulation s -ami  death  excite  us  to  fohriety,  watch- 
ftdm  fs,  and  prayer,  to  all  rxereifes  of  brotherly  love  and  hofpitalityf  and  to  a 
faithful  improvement,  like  good  Reward  $  of  the  manifold  gifts  and  talents,  in 
public  or  private  capacities,  whi^h  Ood  in  hi*, free  favour  has  given  us that  they 
may  lie  employed  tu  his  glory  through  Jefus  thrill  ]  Let  Cltriflians  take  heed, 
that  they  never  bring  fufltringa  on  tbcoHeivts,  hy  their  own  finful  apd  injurious 
behaviour  *  or  by  prying  and  intruding  like  bufy*bod)es,  into  other  people's  af¬ 
fairs,  inflead  of  minding  their  own.  Bui  as  \yo,  who  would  cleave  onto  the 
Lord,  may  expeft  to  meet  with  fiery  trial*  for  his  fake*  we  ought  nob  to  be 
forprjfccTL  or  afrighted  at  them  ;  hut  fhottld  rather  rejoice  and  glory  in  them, 
ns  an  honour  put  upon  us,  while  wc  are  called  and  enabled  to  glorify  him,  by 
b+ a  ring  them  in  an  honourable  maimcy,  through  the  Spirit  of  glory  !a  re  Ring  up- 
,pn  usf  and  making  us  conformable  to  thrift  in  hi*  futferings,  that  we  may  tri¬ 
umph  with  exceeding  joy ,  when  he  fhall  appear  in  all  hi?  glory,  apd  we  fbaHbe 
gforified  together  with  him.  Hut  if  [he  righteous  themfeUes  mu  ft  paf*  through 
great  tribulations,  for  their  correction  and  amendment,  and  God  begin  firft  in 
in  awful  manner  with  them/ that  a  re  hta  habitation  through  the  Spirit*  and  they 
narrowly  tfrape  out  of  imminent  dangers,  how  dreadful  muft  the  cafe  of  the 
pj>ucr  and  upgodly  be,  whp  rejedty  the  gofpcl  thfuufch  uubelkf  l  And  where 

"  '  '  ’  '  T  ‘  " . m 
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can  they  appear  with  fafctr  and  comfort  i  Their  ruin  muft  be  unavoidable  and 
infupportabie-  As  mr  therefore  we  would  not  ptrifh  with  them,  may  we  in 
a  way  of  well-doing,  cwnmit  oor  lives  and  fouls  fey  faith,  under  all  affliction*, 
tu  the  care  of  that  God,  who  is  faithful  to  bi,  promifes,  and  is  able  to  lave  his 
creatures,  and  to  perform  all  things  for  them  that  trull  in  him. 


CHAP.  V. 


The  ApofiU  exhorts  and  encourages  elders  to  he  cheerful,  difinterefttd 
and  humbie,  in  a  faithful  difebarge  of  their  office  1—4.  Dirt  Us 
younger  ChrijUans  to  fubmit  to  their  elders,  yea,  all  tf  them  one  to  a- 
nether  1  and  to  yield,  with  humility  and  patience,  to  the  band  of  Cod, 
and  cad  all  their  care  on  him,  and  to  he  fiber,  watchful,  andJFed- 
fafi  in  the  faith 'again jl  all  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  5 — 9.  And 
then  prays  for  their  growth  and  eftablijbment  s  and  concludes  with 
falatations,  and  a  bettediflm,  10—14. 


Text. 


Paraphrase. 


THi  elders 
which  arc 
among  yon  I«c 
hart*  who  an 
aLfo  an  elder, 

and  a  wit nd'i  of 
i  lie  fuJTerings  of 
t  hrill,  and  alfo 
a  partaker  of 
the  jjiury  that; 
IJmU  he  rrvc*J~ 


1.  AS  to  thole  that  are  fpiritnal  guida  or  pa  (tors, 
f  \  chofen  oat  of,  and  refidtng  in  your  fcvcral 
churches,  and  may  be  called  elders,  becaufc  minifters 
of  nTature  age  and  (landing,  are  ordinarily  the  moft  pro* 
per  to  be  put  into  that  (acred  office,  I  would  direQ  my 
exhortation  to  fuch,  and  equally  bind  it  upon  my  own 
confcience,  as  being  myfelf  not  a  lord  and  mailer  *, 
but  a  fellow- elder  and  (errant  of  Chrift,  though  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  apoftolic  chandler:  (z  epift.  i.  1.) 
And  that  they  may  pay  the  greater  regard  to  whatl  am 
going  to  urge  upon  them,  let  them  confider  that  l  was 
an  eye-vitnefs  of  die  bitter  agonies  and  fufleringa 
of  Chrift  in  foul  and  body,  (Mark  xiv.33,  &c.  and  54, 
&c.)  and  of  their  glorious  iffues  in  his  rcfurrecUon  fioai 
the  dead  ;  (AfUiii.  i$.)  and  am  now  bold  to  bear  my 
teiliniony  to  them,  and  to  their  important  dcGgn,  by 
preaching*  and  by  all  manner  of  fufTerings  for  his  fake, 
and  after  his  example,  even  at  the  peril  of  my  life  ;  and 
as  hisfuflerings  turn  to  my  account,  fo  I  have  an  ear- 
neft  of,  and  (as  1  am  well  affined)  (hall  be  admitted  to 

a 


H  O  T  £. 

*  This  wiy  of  the  apoftle  Peter1*  »d*  cntimvands  with  fortran  au* 

drefj,  fay  tug  [  ex&*rt  cr  ttttrdah  wba  &m  ihoriry,  like  »  lord,  and  not  a  fcltov* 
aif *  j/f/ZniNf/i/f*',)  tdfdjtshti  #  clckr,  which  all  theaptiJUtl  were  with 

h  quite  diJTcrcnt  from  the  bi^b  other  elder*,  1 1  tough  every  elder  wai 
mat  of  tic  Vope,  who*  under  pretence  nf  not  an  apottU* 
being  Feu/*  fWceiTor,  and  head  of  i he 
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1  Feed  the 
flock  nfi  Cod 
which  w  amoitjr 


mind ; 
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a  blcflcd  communion  with  him  in  the  glory  'which  he 
has  pnrchaled  by  his  dearly  an d  taken  poilcffioii  of,  as 
ipt  head,  reprcftriiutive  aijd  forerunner  ;  and  which 
will  be  openly  and  fully  manifefleri  at  h is  fecond  ap* 
peering,  when  he  (ball come  to  be  ghrifed  in  his  faints  ^ 
and  admired  m  ail  them  that  believe*  (2  Theft  i*  10.) 

a«  Let  thofe  of  you  who  are  fet  over  the  ftveral  chur¬ 
ches  in  the  Lord,  to  which  ye  are  related,  fee  toir, 
yon.  taking  the  that  as  pafiors  after  his  own  hearty  ye  feed  his  people 
nvtfYfi&hc  i&*re*  knowledge  and  underfianding*  (Jer.  iii,  15*)  even 
bat w! ul  ^*s  l™ks  and  his  Hi«rp>  (John  xxi-  15,  16.)  and  that 
j»£ly  \  not  ibr  (m^psri)  ye  exercife  a  holy  difnpline,  according  to 
filthy  lucre,  hut  hj$  word,  in  governing  the  church  of  God,  which  lie, 
of  :i  ready  ja  hjs  incarnate  (fate,  purchafrd  with  his  own  blood, 
(A els  xx.  28.)  and  has  committed  as  his  /lock,  to  yotir 
paflorat  care  under  him,  as  the  chief  fhepherd  :  (v.  4  ) 
AiX  the  part  of  good  bifliopsfin  perfonally  mfpctliug 
their  principles,  temper  and  conduct,  and  in  looking 
after  all  their  fpmtual  concerns  with  wjfdom  and  meek- 
nefs,  fidelity  wdtchfulnefii  and  care ;  and  let  this  be 
done,  us>t  by  any  force  upon  your  inclinations,  or  by 
fear  of  frame  among  men,  in  cafe  of  neglefl,  but  with 
freedom  and  delight  as  matter  of  choice;  not,  like  the 
falfe  teachers,  {Tit,  i,  ii*}-  with  mercenary  views  tq 
worldly  advantages  which  are  fordid  gains,  and  de* 
fifing  to  the  confidence,  and  to  the  facred  office  of  him 
who  makes  them  his  governing  end  j  but  with  a  heart 
that  is  ready  to  engage  in  this  delightful  fcrvice,  pure- 
ly  for  the  honour  of  Chrifl  and  the  good  01  fouls* 

3.  Nor  let  your  important  truft  be  managed  with 
Mug  lords  over  ambitious  views  of  honour  to  yourfclves,  or  in  an  impfr 
Goth  heritage,  rious,  haughty  domineering  manner,  as  though  ye 
were  lords  and  mailer?,  that  have  dominion  over  the 
faith  and  confidence's  of  the  people  of  God’s  choice* 
whom,  like  lfrad  of  old,  (Kent.  iv.  2Q,  and  ix*  29-)  be 
has  made  his  peculiar  inheritance,  as  it  were  by  lot  ; 
and  who  may  be  confidcred  as*  the  clergy,  (t^  x^«i) 
winch  he  has  fet  apart  for  himfelf,  with  a  diitinttion 
from  the  red  of  mankind  :  But  take  care  to  fet  a  good 

example 


3  Keither  at 


btil  bring  eu- 
ftp-tplr;;  to  the 
’flock. 


N  O 

+  Thefc  riders  were  to  bifhnp  if,  f««- 
w+vitv] !  or  10  exerdfe  the  office  of’hi- 
SOinps  over  the  flock ;  (ft*  the  note  mi 
JlcTts  *x-  f?  }  which  fliewa  that,  though 
were  on] y  ordinary  paftors,  they 
wei-e  rheClirlft  ian  blfhops  of  the  ^potto- 
lie  age,  to  fulfil  all  the  ttiieiev  pfthn  of- 
fite?  which  ,h  one  a/id  the  fame  m  thofe 
fhat  are  fpokcuofas  or  elders, 

yrhn  are  to  JWct  and  govern  the  flock, 
yhlch  ^called  God's  heritage  W  clergy, 


T  E. 

(eeiv  3)  as  difEngtdfbed  from  pallor*; 
and  iliefe  officers  are  at  other  times  dr- 
feribed  p ?  elders,  tlmt  are  to  bebate 
^tth  gravity  and  prptkncc,  like  aged 
and  experienced  men ;  and  at  others,  as 
Mfhopt;  that  are  to  take  the  over  fight 
hfUitf  church  t  and  fa  all  thefe  are  only 
different  denomination*,  taken  from  fach 
like  con  frderat  ions  of  the  fame  office,  tq 
fet  ont  the  natcrc  and  ext  eat  of  tkeic 
charge,  .  '  '  ■’ 


Cb-  t.* 
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4  And  -vhsn 
the  chief  Shep^ 
herd  /hall  ap- 

pt-ir,  ye  fasti  rc- 
<cive  lU  ijwn  of 
j’Wy  that  fa* 
nut  away* 


j  LiVewifif  ye 
youn^cri  fvthtnlt 
your  lelvds  unto 
the  elder:  yea* 
all  vf  JM  he 
fubjetft  om  to  a- 
i)oihcr»  and  be 
tloihcd  with 
humility:  for 

C‘i>d 

ihe  prfiud,  and 
j^iverh  grace  to 
tbc  humble* 


example  of  humility,  fejfi  denial,  and  all  holy  convcrfa- 
tion  and  godlinefs,  to  the  whole  company  of  believers 
under  your  charge,  that  they  may  be  induced  to  follow 
your  ftt-p*.  (fee  J  Tim.  iv.  1 2.) 

4.  And,  for  your  encouragement  hereunto,  always 
bear  in  mind,  that  when  the  great  Shepherd  tf  thejbeep , 
(Heb.  xiii.  20.)  who  has  purchated  them  by  bis  bloody 
and  fecures  them  by  his  power  and  grace,  under  whom 
ye  aft,  and  to  whom  ye  are  accountable,  fhall  appear 
on  the  throne  of  his  glory  to  gather  all  nations  before 
him,  and  (hall  fee  his  {beep  at  his  right*  hand,  and  pro* 
notmee  them  the  blcffird  of  his  Father,  &c.  (Matth. 
xxv.  31 — 34  )  i’ben  ye,  who  arc  faithful  to  your  truft, 
{lull  receive  an  infinitely  better,  reward,  than  all  the 
riches  of  this  world,  or  than  the  conqueror’s  withering 
garland  of  bays,  olive  and  bowers  in  the  Grecian  games. 
It  (lull  be  more  durable  and  flourilhing  than  (*/•*?*'*'•- 
»»*}  a  crown  made  of  the  flowers  of  amarinth,  which  it 
is  faid  never  fade ;  even  an  immortal  crowD  of  honoor 
and  glory,  which  the  Lord  will  gTacioufly  award  unto 
you,  as  an  incorruptible  and  undefiled  inheritance, 
that  never  fades  or  abates  in  worth  or  idlre.  (chap.  i. 
4*) 

5.  My  exhortation,  in  like  manner,  to  tbofe  of  you 
that  are  private  church-members,  confiding  moftly  of 
the  younger  Ton  of  Chriflians,  f  as  alfb  to  inferiors  of 
every  chauffer,  is,  that  ye  be  attentive  and  fubmiifive 
to  the  admonitions,  cautions  and  reproofs  of  thofe  that 
are  of  more  advanced  years,  vifdom,  experience  and 
flat  ion  ;.and  particularly  to  thofe  that  are  elders  by  of¬ 
fice,  as  fet  over  you  in  the  Lord  ;  that  ye  treat  their 
perrons,  characters  and  i  nit  ructions,  as  far  as  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  with  due  efleem  and  re¬ 
verence  :  yea,  that  all  of  you,  in  whatever  relation  ye 
Hand,  behave  with  decency  and  refpeft  one  towards  a- 
nocher.  Don’t  be  ftiff  and  abounding  in  your  own 
fenfe ;  but  hearken  to  folid  arguments  and  kind  re¬ 
proofs,  from  whomsoever  they  come ;  and  yield  one 

to 


NOTE- 

+  Elder  ami  younger  are fomc times  slfo  frtm  to  he  principally  in Tended  by 
fed  to  ii^nify  pe*  tons  of  dijftrtnt  njffj  as  the  elder  in  this  rerte*  trhich  rc prefers 
in  1  Tim-  v  t ,  the  note  titerf}  and  the  duty  of  the  people  toward  them, 
nT  mhefs,  younper  U  n  ftonnrni ration  of  a  beautiful  nut  ft  hefts  by  tlie  wt»rd  like- 
Uif’ci  iu;  3  in  diU:ncti*>n  iV*mi  topu-tors,  ivife,  J3ut  the  younger,  as  far  as 

as  in  Ltxkexxn.  26,  But  at  other  iim«,  J  find,  is  never  t:fed  as  a  term  of  o/ficr; 
riders  U  a  title  of  ofticc,  the  J'amc  that  it  1  &  not  to  be  taken  in  any  AkH 
With  bijfrops  or  jwibrii;  and  that  it  is  to  leu  to  here,  a  pptf  nr  strum  there  being  ju>- 
l>c  fn  ondfriitwfl,  ver*  I.  is  evident  from  faid  to  them  that  relates  to  "of-, 

the  u-ork,  that  the  apoftle  cx lmm  tiitui  fitc-tvoik,  but  only  tor h  things  as  are 
in  the  fcllov'hicr  vcife.s,  which  is  pe-  cwirton  to  them  and  all  private  Chfii 
fpljpr  to  perfom  of  tbatcuaraiftor;  who  ltidiiif. 


po  The 


6  Humble  your 
ft  lv ca  therefore 
seder  the  migh¬ 
ty  hand  of  God, 
that  be  may  c»- 
att  }oa  ii  doe 


7  Calling  all 
ynnr  care  upon 
biro,  for  be  car* 
•rh.  for  you. 


B,  Be  fober, 
be  vigilant,  be* 
cufoyouradvfr* 


Firfi  Epifth  ^Pitei  paraphr&fei.  Ch. r. 

to  another,  as  far  as  is  confiftent  with  your  feveral 
ranks  and  foliations  in  the  church,  and  in  the  natural 
and  civil  life :  and,  to  make  thefe  duties  the  moreeafy 
and  pleafcnt  to  you,  fee  that  ye  be  endued  with  un* 
feigned  humility,  and  as  it  were  covered  all  over  with 
it,  as  a  beautiful  ornament  to  add  a  vifibie  luftre  to  all 
your  other  graces,  like  a  foining  upper  garment  that 
fpreads  over  all  the  reft,  and  hides  their  defefts.  And 
to  induce  you  to  cultivate  this  amiable  grace,  remem* 
her  that  a  haughty  fpirit  is  fo  uncreaturcly  and  unchri- 
flian-like,  fo  abfolutcly  unbecoming  finful  mortals,  and 
fo  contrary  to  your  relation  to  God,  and  intirc  depend¬ 
ence  upon  him,  that  hefetshimfelf,  as  it  were  in  battle- 
array,  (umrerwM)  again  ft  the  ptoud  in  heart,  and  has 
them  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence  ;  but  ('*)  foews  favour, 
and  gives  a  rich  tncreafe  of  all  grace,  to  humble  fouls, 
which  are  his  delight,  (foe  Prov.  iii.  34.  and  the  pa- 
raphrafe  on  James  iv.  6.) 

A.  Confidering  therefore  what  a  great  God  ye  have 
to  do  with  how  intirely  ye  are  at  his  difpofal,  and  as 
nothing  before  him ;  how  able  he  is  to  bumble  the 
proud,  and  exalt  the  lowly  in  heart  s  and  what  terrible 
judgements  he  is  about  to  execute  in  the  way  of  his 
providence ;  as  an  emblem  of  much  greater  Hill  in  the 
world  to  come,  yield  yourfelves  up  to  his  almighty 
power,  and  his  fovereign  and  holy  will,  under  all  the 
fufferings  and  afflictions  which  he  orders  for  your  trial ; 
how  under  his  rebukes,  that  he,  as  a  tender  father, 
who  has  gained  his  wife  and  gracious  end  by  bis  chaft- 
enings,  may  have  cotnpafflon  upon  you,  and  in  his  time 
(which  is  always  the  fined)  may  lift  you  up  above  all 
tribulations,  and  advance  you  to  a  profperous  flate  in 
this  world,  (if  that  foall  be  Deft  for  you)  or,  at  faitheft, 
to  all  the  honours  and  delights  of  the  world  to  come.) 

7.  But  whatever  be  the  diftrefong  burdens,  anxie¬ 

ties,  folicitude,  fears  and  cares,  relating  to  yourfelves, 
or  families  and  friends,  or  to  the  caufe  a  (id  intereft  of 
Chrift,  that  perplex,  cut  and  wound  your  fouls,  {*■«■*» 
T"»  commit  them  ail,  in  the  life  of  proper, 

means,  by  faith  and  prayer,  to  the  Lord,  relying  on  his 
power  and  goodnefs  for  feafonahle  relief,  for  he  has  all 
your  concerns,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  at  heart,  and 
will  fuftain  you;  (Ff.  lv.  22.)  he  will  pity,  fuccour, 
ftrengthen  and  comfort  you  under,  and  111  his  time 
and  way  will  eafe  you  of,  and  give  a  happy  iffue  to  all 
your  troubles  in  your  eternal  falvation. 

8.  Amidft  all  the  difoculries  and  dangers  of  your  pre¬ 
fect  flate  of  warfare,  (»*+««)  lahour  to  maintain  a  wake, 

ful. 


Ch.  ?. 


The  Firfi  SpytU  of  Pete*  parapbrafed. 


f»r/  the  devil* 

as  a  roring  Iroa 

w*lk«h  about 
fee-kin^  whom 
he  via/  devour. 


9  Whom  rc- 

filt  flciltUft  in 

the  faitii,  know* 
>U£  that  the 
fro**  affliction* 
are  ficc<nnplifll- 
f d  in  Jour  bre¬ 
thren  that  are 
in  the  world. 


to  Bot  the 
.God  of  all  grace 

who  ImhtaUcd 
it4  unto  liiserer- 
jial  jriory  by 
thrift  (efus,  af¬ 
ter  that ye  ha  ve 
fuffered  a.  while, 
in  ike  you.  per* 
terfj  lUbliJh* 
ttrengeben,  fer- 


D< 

ful^ifid  fober  temper  of  mind  in  modeft  thoughts  of 
yourfelves,  and  in  moderating  your  affection  s  and  ap¬ 
petites  towards  earthly  enjoyments ;  and  to  be  watch¬ 
ful  unto  prayer,  (chap.  tv.  7.)  and  onto  the  perform anca 
of  all  the  dudes  of  your  places,  and  agaiuft  temptations 
that  would  draw  you  into  fin  and  apoftacy  ;  (1  Their, 
iii.  j.)  becaufe  your  bufy  and  powerful  adversary  the 
devil,  that  accufer  of  the  brethren,  (Rev.  xii.  10)  like 
a  fierce,  favage  and  hungry  lion,  greedy  of  his  prey,  is 
indefatigably  reftlels  in  his  contrivances  and  endeavours, 
continually  going  to  and fro  in  the  earth,  (Job  i.  7.)  to 
try  bow  far  he  may  be  permitted,  by  perfections, 
frauds,  and  evil  fuggeftioos,  to  wound,  rend  and  tear, 
and  ruin  immortal  fouls*,  though,  blcfiedbe  God,  he, 
being  under  ChrilVa  controul,  cannot  corapafs  his^de- 
fign  of  deftroying  all  whom  he  would,  or  Of  plucking 
any  one  of  the  .Redeemer's  Iheep  out  of  his  and  his 
Father’s  hands  John  r.  28,  29.) 

9.  As  ever  ye  would  overcome  this  grand  adverfary, 
and  all  his  inftruments,  make  a  noble  and  courageous 
Hand  agatnft  him,  by  ftedfaftly  maintaining  the  pure 
doQrine  of  faith  and  your  holy  profeflion  of  it,  in  a 
firm  dependence  on  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift  to 
vanquish  him;  it  being  moll  of  all  important  for  this 
purpofe  to  take  the  Jbield  of faith,  wherewith  ye  /ball  be 
able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  :  (Eph. 
vi.  16.)  and  that  ye  may  not  be  disheartened  in  the  com¬ 
bat,  as  though  fome  Grange  things  happened  to  you, 
(chap.  ir.  12.)  remember  that  the  like  meafure  of  faf- 
ferings,in  conformity  to  Chrift,  are  filled  up  («vwm*rt«) 
and  finiftied  by  your  Chriftiao  brethren  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  during  their  fhort  abode  in  it  t  and  as  no 
temptation  has  taken  you,  but  fitch  as  is  common  toman  t 
fo  Cod  is  faithful,  who  will  make  a  way  to  efcape ,  that 
ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it.  ( r  Cor.  x.  13.) 

tc.  Now  as  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  and  of  his 
own  mere  favour  is  the  fountain  and  giver  of  all  grace, 
from  firft  to  lull,  fuitablc  to  every  time  of  trial,  has  ef¬ 
fectually  called  us  by  his  word  and  fpjrit  to  an  inheri¬ 
tance  of  eternal  glory,  which  he  has  promifed  to,  and 
referred  in  heaven  for  us,  and  will  keep  us  unto  the 
poflcUion  of,  (ebap,  i.  5.}  thro'  the  merit  and  media¬ 
tion  of  JefuS  Chrift  ;  and  as  his  grace  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  enable  you  to  put  my  admonitions  into  prac¬ 
tice,  it  is  my  eameft  prayer,  under  thefe  encouraging 
and  endearing  confederations  of  him,  and  in  reAe&ion 
on  my  own  dreadful  fall,  when;  being  left  to  myfelf,  I 

denied 


The  Fir Jl  Epifllc  o/PiTSR  paraphrased.  Ch.  t. 


ii  To  Win 
be  fjory  am l  do- 
,  minion  for  c- 
vc r  *nid  <vfr. 
Asicd* 


il  By  Silvin- 
nt  a.  foichfuL 
brother  onto 
you,  {at  I  flip* 
pofc)  I  have 
written  briefly, 
txhortinjfc  apd 
trifcifyjng»  that 
this,  is  the  true 
grace  of  God 
wHerrifi  ye 
itaod. 


13  TlicfWci 
thit  ip  at  llaby* 
Jon  elc^ed  To¬ 
gether  with  yen* 
Falutetbyon^d 
fa  Jatb  Marcus 
my  fofii 


denied  my  Lord  ;  (Marie,  xy.  68, 70, 71.)  that  after, and 
by  means  of  your  tribulations,  which  will  foon  be  over, 
and  are  but  light  ajjliBions  far  a  moment)  compared 
■with  the  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory ,  (l  Cor. 
iv,  17.)  he  would  perfect  all  that  concerns  you,  as  to 
knowledge  and  pra&icc ;  would  eftabiifh  you  immove- 
ably  in  the  faith  and  hope,  profeffion  and  holinefs  0 f 
the  gofpel ;  would  Strengthen  you  with  all  might ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  glorious  powert  unto  all  patience  and 
long-Jvffering  with  joyfulnefs  s  (Col.  i.  1 1 .)  and  would 
fettle  your  fouls,  with  uniha  ken  peace,  fafety  and  com* 
fort,  on  that  foundation  wbich  he  has  laid  inbion.  (chap, 

ii.  6.) 

1 1 .  To  him,  who  is  the  glorious  author  of  all  the 
happinefs  that  we  have  in  hand,  or  in  hope,  and  rever* 
lion,  be  cheerfully  aferibed,  as  is  mod:  due,  all  podible 
honour,  majelty,  might  and  dominion,  through  all  ge* 
iterations  on  earth,  and  to  all  eternity  in  heaven,  Amen  1 
fo  may  it  be,  aod  fo  it  lhall,  as  well  as  ought  to  be. 

12.  Thus  1  have  wrote  a  Ihort  epiftle,  and  fent  it  to 

Jou  by  Silvanuj)  (fee  the  note  on  A £16  xv.  22.)  whom 
can  recommend  as  a  faithful  brother  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  (  *v  as  I  reckon,  upon  good  grounds, 

that  he  is,  and  will  approve  htmfelf  to  be  to  you  :  and 
my  dcfigti,  in  Vrhac  I  have  wrote,  is  to  exhort  and  en* 
courage  you  to  abide  by  the  teflimony  I  have  herein 
given  for  the  confirmation  of  your  faith  a  (Turing  you 
that  it  is  the  true  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  relating  to 
fiklvatSon  alone  by  Jefus  Cfariil ;  in  the  doiQrine,  belief 
and'  profeflion  or  which  (tro*r()  ye  have  hitherto  Hood 
fall ;  and  by  means  of  which  ye  Hill  maintain  your 
ground,  as  1  trull  ye  ever  will  continue  to  do,  through 
grace,  notwithihuiding  all  the  artifices  and  terrors  of 
your  enemies  to  bring  you  off  from  it. 

13.  The  believers  that  are  gathered  -  into  a  church* 
Hate,  and  ordinarily  afiemble  for  religious  worlhip  at  * 
Babylon ,  where  1  now  am,  and  that  are  to  he  looked 
upon  in  a  judgement  of  charity,  as  choice  Cbriftians, 
and  as  chofen  of  God  to  falvgtion  together  with  your. 

feives. 


N  O  T  E. 


*  Some  fuppofc  that  hy  Babylon  is  fo  do.  that  the  apoftlc  could  have  na 
meant  Skim,  which  in  s  figurative  lime  reafnn  to  conceal  Home  anderthle  &fti. 
might  be  called  myftjfal  Babylon,  at  in  thnt*  name,  and  that  he  being  the  t- 
Rtr.  xvii.  5.  and  xViii.  a.  with  a  view  poltle  of  the  circumcifion  wai  probably 
to  its  Tonire  corruption,  fuperitition,  1-  at  or  near  Babylon,  either  in  Chaldea, 
doiatry  and  opjrrc  tOons  under  the  pa*  or  in  Egypt,  when  lie  wrote  thia  epilUe; 
.piCJr  when  it  would  be  as  infamous  lor  tlm-e  being  many  converted  [ew,  its 
-all  abomination*,  us  the  an tient  Babylon  thofe  parts,  See  l>r  l-igh tihot'i  fcnmin 
ever  was.  But  Calvin,  Piftator,  Partus,  on  this  text  in  his  works,  Yah  %  p. 
ynrNi  auii  many  others,  think,  u  1  al-  1141,  &c-l 


Ok 


The  Firjt  EpifiU  cfV  ETER  parapbraftd. 


H  Greet  ye 
gnc  mother 
with  ft  kite  of 

ohVtty,  Peace 
tc  *virh  you  all 
tlntarcinClirift 
J*fus„  Auvcik 


feWes*  fend  their  mod  afFe&ionate  and  religions  re- 
fpe£ta  to  you  ;  and  lo  doth  "John  Mark*  (Aits  xii*  ix) 
who,  at  times,  has  farted  with  me  as  a  ftm  in  the  work 
of  the  gofpeif  as  well  as  was  concerted  by  my  miniftry, 
like  a  ion,  exceeding  dear  to  me* 

14*  See  to  it  that  ye  cultivate  a  cordial  brotherly 
love  one  towards  another;  in  token  of.  which  falute 
each  other  with  a  chafte  and  friendly  kife,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Chriftians  in  their  meetings  together* 
(fee  the  note  on  Rom*  xvi.  id.)  May  all  the  oleflings  of 
the  Lord*  for  prefent  and  eveilaftinghappinefs,  abound 
towards  all  and  every  one  of  you*  wherefoever  ye  be 
fca tiered,  that  bear  a  holy  profeflion  of  Chrift's  name* 
and  are  fuppofed  to  be  vitally  united  to  him*  as  yoor 
only  head  and  Savioor!  To  teftify  my  fincere  (Jtfire 
and  hope  of  this*  I  fay  Amen. 


recollectionI 

With  what  an  exemplary  feint,  converfation  and  hrnnWenefs  of  mind,  free 
from  haughty  airs  of  Jordipg  it  over  God's  heritage;  and  with  what  diligence* 
cheerfalnds  and  diftnterefted  views,  (hould  Chriftian  paftars  infpeft,  feed,and  go¬ 
vern  the  churches  committed  to  their  mimftcrial  care  by  the  great  Ibepherd  of 
the  (beep,  who  differed  for  their'redcmption  !  They  have  the  fweeteft  encou¬ 
ragement  to  be  faithful,  in  hope  of  being  partakers  of,  and  crowned  with  glmy# 
when  tie  (hall  be  revealed  in  all  the  grandeur  of  his  fecond  appearing*  And  how 
dutiful  and  becoming  is  it,  that  humility  and  refpeft  run  through  the  behaviour 
of  their  people  to  them,  of  mfrriore  to  fuperiors,  and  of  all  believers,  one  to¬ 
wards  another,  in  receiving  holy  admonftions  1  But  efpecially,  how  ought  every 
our*  to  behave*  with  an  abfolute,  timeferveil,  and  the  lowcft  fubmiHion  to  the  great 
God  under  his  rebukes  f  He  frts  himfelf  againft  the  proud,  but  (hews  favour 
to  the  humble,  and  encourages  them  to  call  all  their  felicitous  cares  and  trou¬ 
bles  upon  him,  who  is  the  almighty  God,  and  has  a  tender  concern  for  them* 
and  will  exalt  them  in  due  fcafrau  And  as  the  devil  is  a  vigilant,  cruet  and  in* 
tlrfttigablc  enemy,  like  a  formidable,  ravaging  and  hungry  lion,  fee  king, 
if  p;jfiihfcT  to  devour  them*  they  oucht  to  be  couftently  on  their  watch  ngaioft 
him,  am!  agai rift  all  Inordinate  aflVdtions  that  would  betray  them  into  his  hands; 
and  tovithftand  and  rejeft  all  his  temptations,  with  a  ftedf.tfl  faith  in  Chrift,  to 
bringthem  off  with  victory  and  triumph  over  all  the  persecutions  aiid  troubles, 
which  they  and  their  brethren,™  all  places  and  ages,  are  evpofed  to;  but  widely 
comparatively  (peaking,  are  UqHt  afflictions*  and  of  ihort  coni  inn  afice,  and  at 
f*irtiieft  can  be  only  during  their  uncertain  re fi den oe  in  this  prefent  linfiil  world* 
But  oh  what  ahfo’uic  nerd  is  there  of  help  from  the  God  of  all  grace  to  fortify 
our  foul*  aeainft  them,  and  toeftabltfti*  Arcngthcn,  and  fettle  ua  on  thrift,  oiif 
ft  1  re  foundation,  and  perfetft  his  good  work  in  us  1  Whit^  a  mercy  ia  it  to 
(land  full  in  the  grace  of  the  gofpcl !  Aud  what  high  aferiptions  of  eternal  ho* 
nour  and  glory  are  due  to  the  mighty  God*  for  all  his  greiduefs  and  Ids  kiixl- 
neft  to  us  J— ^Faithful  minifters  are  to  be  recommended  to  the  churches,  and 
Chriftian  falutationa  ft-nt  to  them;  all  the  members  of  which  fhotrid  exprefe 
1  heir  cordial  love,  in  the  belt  manner,  one  towards  another;  And  what  bet¬ 
ter  dtmonft  ration  of  the  tincerity  of  it  can  there  be,  than  heartily  to  wifli 
and  pray  for  peace,,  include  of  every  Wdlmg  to  all  the  cliofcu  of  God  and 
members  of  thrift  l  May  they  for  ever  profper  !  Amen* 
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A  PRACTICAL 

E  X  P  O  S  I  T  I  ON 

OF  THE 

Second  Epiftle  general  of  Pe  ter. 

In  the  Form  of  a  a  f  h  a  a  &  E* 


The  Preface  to  the  Second  Epiftle  of  P  e  tee. 

THIS  feeojidepiftle  of  the  Apoftle  Peter  is  moft  generalijdhppo* 

.  fed  to  h^ejbeen  wrote  In  view  of  Ins  nearapproachjit& 
shout  a  year  or‘ two  after  the  other,  ~and  three  or  four,  years; 
deftru&ion  ofjerufalem,  to  the  fame  perfons,.and  withmuch  the  fame 
defign,  for  their  farther  eftablifhment  in  faith  and  holinefe,  and  for 
their  caution  againftapoftacyjbynteahs  bf  thtfftelr^tmls  tbat  attended 
them,  and  were  ftill  further  coming  .uponth«n*t;5md  by  niea«l  of 
corrupt  libertine  teachers,  and  profane  fcoffers  at  .the  pebemfe  of  Chrifl's 
coming  to  judgement,  as  though,  bccyufe  it  was  not  already,'  if -tie* 
Ver  wouW  be  brought  to  pafe.  (See  theprefacetp  the  firft  epiftle.| 
The  divine  authority  of  this  fecond  eptftie  dF  Petej  is  well  fupport- 
ed,  and  *° 

it,  on  accouot  otdiflference  in  ftile,.  Jsy  BrSh&ioeti  now  bHhop  of 
Londeir,  Tif  Ids  firft  di&rtatimj,  annexed  to  his  difcourfe  oni|iro|he>- 
cy,  ,  ■  / 

The  apoftle,  in  connexion  with  the  jdfcr&tion  and 
pnefeottihe  comprehmlive  hlclftDgs  df  tj^i  ^p^t  toffether  wiitftfhe 
dudes  incumbent  on  thofe  that  hope,  or  preteBd.  tp  he  partabers  of 
them  :  and  proves  bis  teftimoay  to-Chrift  bydivioerevehtion,  chap;!. 
He  then  warns  them  of  falfe  teachers,  that  woultf^fe  among  them 
in  oppofition  to  it,  and  defcribes  tbcjr  ah^thahIe^^^|d^a^|^*, 
tiers,  and  thevdreddfgi  yen geaoce  that  lhoald  Wiap^jill 
the  dghte0»s4houJd  efcape,:  chap.  .& 

ing  tBifti^;jwverfe tsytfti  agathft;  the  do&nhd-'of-CldjAVci^^fetib 

'lil- 

Sadi  fyitem  of  this  world  fbstfbe  intirely  diifoly^J  Fjfftre  j  aa&$ 

icfined 
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refined  and  glorious  fabric  (halt  be  ereCted  for  the  habitation  of  the 
faints :  in  prafpeft  of  all  which  they  ought  to  be  holy  in  heart  and  life, 
and  progrenive  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl  *  concluding 
with  an  ascription  of  glory  to  him,  chap*  in. 


CHAP.  L 

The  Apofile  fdhites  them  nr ho  had  obtained  tike  precious  faith,  and  re - 
minds  them  of  it t  attending  blowings ,  1—4.  Exhorts  tha n  to  add 
the  exer'eife  of  various  other  graces  to  their  faith,  and  encourages 
them  thereto  bp  the  happy  ijfues  cf  their  Jo  doing,  5 — 1 1.  Affures 
them  of  Ins  concern  to  b(  as  ajfftant  as  pojfible,  to  them  therein,  be¬ 
fore  bis  approaching  deceafe ,  And  confirms  the  truth  of  the 

gofpel  relating  to  Chri/Es  appearing  to  judgement ,  as  it  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  an  immediate  tefiimmy  -which  came  from  heaven  in  his 
own  and  other  s  hearing ,  and  more  direlUy  proved  by  the  isfpirtd 
writings  of  the  prophetsti6—zu 

Text.  Pakafhkasb. 


■  C«  I  m  o  tl 
O  Peter,  a 
fervent  end  an 
apolUo  of  Jefns 
CbrlA,  t»  them 
ba*e  ob¬ 
tained  like  pre¬ 
cious  faith  with 
11a,  through  the 
rlghccoiiluefi  «f 
Gnd  and  our 
Saviour  Jefni 
Chtiii: 


1.  T  who  was  namedSimonatmycircumcifion,  and  far- 
-L»  named  Peter  by  our  bldTed  Lord,  upon  my  con* 
verfion*  and  confdfion  oF  faith  in  him,  [John  i.  4?,  and 
Mattb.  svi- 18.)  who  called  me  to  be  his  mini  firing  fer- 
vam,  and  honoured  me  with  the  apoftlefhip  ;  even  I, 
tn  his  name  and  by  his  authority,  now  fend  this  fecond 
cpilUe  to  thofe  |ewt  of  the  difperfion,  (fee  the  note  on 
1  Epifl.  i.  t.)  who  by  the  forereign  dtfpofals  of  divine 
grace,  as  it  were  by  lot,  (x^w.)  are  made  partakers  of 
the  faith  of  God's  cleft,  (1  Epifl.  t,  2,  compared  with 
Tit.  i.  1 .)  which,  though  various  in  degrees,  is  of  the 
fame  excellent  nature  and  kind,  as  to  its  C3ufes,  afts 
and  objefts,  fruits  and  benefits,  and  isofJikc  great  price 
in  the  figbt  of  God,  with  that  true  and  unfeigned  faith, 
which  we  the  a po files,  who  have  made  known  unto  you 
the  power  an d  coming  cf  our  Lord  jefus  Chrifl ,  (ver. 
1 6.)  and  which  all  ot  us,  who  believe  to  the  laving  of 
our  fouls,  have  obtained,  not  through  any  worthinefe  or 
ability  of  our  own,  but  through  the  merit  of  that  ever- 
Jafting  righteou fuels,  which  was  wrought  out,  and 
brought  in,  by  the  obedience  and  fufFeringa.  of  Jefus 
Chrifl  *,  who  is  a  divine  perfon  and  the  only  mediator 

as 

T  F.. 

one  and  the  fame  pcrfati,  the  article  ml 
the  (free It  being  prefixed  tnly  to  tfi« 
firftnfthefe  title*;  [Tee  the  ante  on  Eph- 
t,}  but  to  \hc  next  verfe  an  article  it 


w  0 

*  Thvtrjb  tie  riglt;$rtjnffs  '  cf  G«1 
dJtf  &ttr  Sivfaur  dr/Jf  (ft  ftKaiewviW 

T8  0IK  af  !  Wtf  m*V  b« 

lireratty  rpnder'd  ifi  thd  rig&tctttfwfj  ttf 


s*r  Gel  sued  Sdvhur  Jt/fir.r  Cbrijt ;  anil  prefixed  to  either  of  them*  Ace*rditt£- 
fe  U  to  bff  undtrllood  ai  deferiptive  of  lj  the  n^btennlaefs  here  intended  it 
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The 


2  Grace  and 
pc^cc  be  multi¬ 
plied  unto  you, 
through  tk 
Itnowlcd^c  of 
(!«dr  and  of  Je* 
ius  oar  LvliIi 


3  According 
as  hi*  divine 
power  hath  gi- 
>cti  unto  us  alt 
things  that/^r* 
tstH  unto  life 
and  godlinefs, 
Through  the 
knowledge  of 
Jiiin  that  Lath 
ratted  m  to  glo¬ 
ry  and  virtue : 


Stccnd  Epijtk  of  P  e  f  Eft  parapftraftd*  Cb.  u 

ns  Wing  both  our  God  and  Saviour,  who  purcha¬ 
se!  all  blcflinga  for  us,  and  on  whofe  bthalf  itis  giyta 
unto  us  to  bditvt  on  ktvu  (Phil.  i.  2p.) 

2,  May  all  the  bldfings  of  grace  and  peace,  of  free 
favour  and  clear  difeoveries  of  it,  as  the  fountain,  and 
profperity  of  every  kind,  as  its  effeft,  abound  with  the 
richeft  variety  and  fulnefs  to  all  and  every  one  of  you, 
through  a  believing,  experimental  and  in  creating  ac* 
quai  ounce  with  God,  as  your  reconciled  and  covenant- 
God  and  Father  in  Chrift;  as  atfo  with  Jcfus  himfdf, 
and  with  what  he  has  done,  is  doing,  and  will  do,  as 
the  common  Lord  and  Saviour  of  every  one  of  us,  who 
believe  in  him. 

3.  I  heart! y  defire  that  ye:  may,  and  truft  that  ye 
fhall,  be  thus  abundantly  blefled,  ft  nee  Jefiw  Chrift 
our  Lord,  (ver.  2.)  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  which 
is  truly  divine,  has  already  *  in  bis  free  favour  bedew¬ 
ed  on  us  all  the  blelfings  that  he  fees  belt  for  us,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  prefent  Kfe,  and  cfpecially  all  that  are  re* 
quifire,  for  maintaining  and  improving  our  fpi ritual  life, 
till  it  be  perfe£ted  in  life  eternal,  and  for  every  cxercifd 
of  grace  in  all  a£ts  of  piety  toward  God,  till  it  be 
compicatcd  in  glory,  through  the  efficacious  knowledge 
and  faithful  acknowledgement  **c***Yrs/*ttirf  of  him,’ 
and  of  the  Father  through  him,  who  has  called  us  by 
the  gofpel  to  an  inheritance  of  eternal  glory,  and  to  a 
courageous  profeffion  of  our  faith  in  hope  of  that  inhe¬ 
ritance  %  %  and  has  effeftuaHy  called  us  to  This  by  a  glen 
rioua  operation  of  his  mighty  power  in  us, 

4.  By 


n  a 

fhe  mediatorial  righteoufrirfs  of  Chrift, 
which  is  often  ItUed  the  rigbteoaf nefs  of 
G&d,  (Sec  the  note  on  Ram  i*  17  )  Bat 
if  any  would  underfta.nH  the  word- God 
tn  be  in  tins  plate  meant  ofG*d  the  Fa¬ 
ther!  in  dilliD^tion  from  our  -Saviour 
fefus  Chfift,  it  is  nererthclefs  to  be 
taken  for  tbr  rightroufnrfs  of  Chrifi  f 
becauft,  according  to  om*  tra  inflation,  it 
JS  tht  of  God  anti  oar 

Oar  y.fvt  And  what  Can  this 

be,  through  which  precious  faith  u  ob- 
twined*  hoc  that  rlghteoafiiofs  of  Chrift 
v-'hlcb  God  has  accepted,  by  which  hie 
juUiee  i*  fjtisfied,  nhd  for  the  fake  of 
which,  be  gives  faith  iu  it  tmea  jutliji- 
ration  of  life?  And  were  ve  to  render 
the  word®  {t*  j'ncu&o-CTJi)  t**  f#*  right?- 
ovfttfs  of  God  and  our  Saviour,  they 
point  us  to  the  riglitconfnefr  of  Cbriit, 
as  the  objedt  of  faith,  or  that,  ia  which 


T  E  S- 

we  believe  unto  rigltfeotifncfs#  Bom.  x. 
JO.  hut  at  believing  ill  the  object  off  a  irk 
is  ordinarily  cxpVcHfrd  by  another  pre- 
pod t ion  and  never,  a#  far  as  I  hudj 

by  this,  (#0  I  rather  chafe  to  coiifidrr 
this  at  figuifyiae;  by  or  through*  (o  pro* 
J«)  at  it  frequently  doth  in  other  pla^ 
Cts-  * 

*  The  participle#  here 

render'd  jnven,  may  he  cnnlhlered  as  of 
the  middle  voice,  which  admits  of  of 
conftmction  m  the  active,  at  welt  asr 
PsJGtc  moo6r  and  takes  oft  the  gramma- 
tical  difficulty  of  this  Sentence. 

|  To  Ricry  a&l  virtue  {hit  tar 
apttnti  is  mo  ft  ftrhfUy  f peaking,  as  the 
margin  has  it  by  gfory  and  virtaci  and 
may  figuify  ihe  glorious  power  by  which 
we  ore  called  to  eternal  glory*  as  the 
end#  and  to-  Chriftian  fortitude  as  the  ( 
mcaiis  of  attaining  ifl. 
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4  Whereby 
are  given  unto 
ii-i  exceeding 
great  an d  preci* 
(ms  prortifej 
that  by  theft 
ytm  might  be 
partaker*  erf  the 
divine  nature* 
having  efcaped 
the  corruption 

f:iAt  Is  in  the 
world  through 
bit 


j  Ahef  hefidetf 
tHk,  giving  aU 
diligence*  add 
to  vour  lakh, 
virtue;  and  to 
virtue  Jumw- 
Udge; 


4*  By  which  divine  peribris  4  (ver*  x.)  and  the  glo¬ 
rious  operations  of  their  power,  by  means  of  the  gof- 
pel,  are  given  to  us  the  belt  of  promife*,  which  are  e- 
minently  great*  far  beyond  our  limioft  conceptions, 
and  much  more  beyond  all  our  defertS;  and  they  are 
exceedingly  prized  by  true  believers,  and  every  way 
valuable,  grand  and  noble  in  thcmfdves,  as  they 

are  intirely  free  and  everlasting  promifes,  ordered  in  ait 
things  and  Cure;  and  as  they  contain  the  inestimable 
Wefliugs  of  life  and  godlinefc,  pardon  and  peace,  grace 
and  glory,  and  are  admirably  fuited  to  every  exigence ; 
{"*)  to  the  end  that  by  an  application  and  fulfilment 
of  thefe  promifes,  in  all  their  variety,  riches,  and  ex¬ 
tent,  ye  might  have  fuch  communion  with  God 

in  his  holincfe,  which,  on  account  of  its  reicra- 
hi  a  nee  of  him,  derivation  from  him,  tendency  toward 
him,  and  complacency  in  him,  may  be  called  a  divine 
nature ;  f  ye  having,  as  an  introduction  to  it,  anti  aa 
a  part  and  evidence  of  it,  renounced  and  fled  away, 
with  vigour  and  abhorrence,  from  ail  tne 

corrupt  principles  and  practices,  thatfpread  and  prevail 
among  the  men  of  this  world*  through  the  power  of 
their  depraved  inclinations,  and  inordinate  affections  to 
carnal  things* 

5,  And  for  this  reafon,  (**«  T,rr*)  or  in  confiderattoa 
of  what  yc  are  already  partakers  of,  ye  ought  to  ufe  the 
utmoft  care  and  diligence  for  a  progrefTton  in  every 
grace  and  duty ;  as  for  luftance,  in  humble  depend¬ 
ence  on  divine  power  and  pro  mi  fed  afliltances,  (ver.  3, 
4.)  add  to  your  precious  faith  a  noble  Chriftian-courage, 
Vol*  VL  f  G  ia 

NOTE. 


*  Whereby  fj/u yi)  s  plural,  and  refers 
either  to  jrlory  and  virtue,  mentioned  at 
me  cttdi;  of  the  preceding  verfe,  or  tn 
<:od*  and  [efua  onr  Lord  at  the  Hnfe  of 
■ver.  5 1  and  fo  may  be  r^wlered  either 
by  which*  nr  by  whom.  If  we  refer  it 
to  glory  and  virtue*  the  meaning  mar 
be,  that  tlirfc  pro  ill  hen  arc  j>h  #  i  tn  be- 
}iiivtTib]r  that  glfli'ioit;  energy  or  exteb 
knt  ;*b>ry*  and  efficacious  power  that 

attend  the  ^nfpel :  Or  if  we  render  k, 
by  w  Unity  and  refer  it  toGod  send  Jeftii 
mir  Lord*  it  may  ha  ini  ate  that  theic 
pjmmfci  are  given  to  both  by  God 
the  Father  and  hit  bon  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
the  proTnifi*  of  tbc  Spirit  vratf*  John  *iv* 
16  26  and  xvi*  7.  and  Acts  L  4  Hat 
vrere  vre  to  fallow  the  readityr  nf  Stcph* 
jmist  and  one  or  two  others oi'icfViiote( 
which  puts  it  in  the  fji^nlar  li timber 
TrhJ  ^vj  it  may  refer  either  rn  Cod,  or  To 
Jefus  our  Lord,  as  the  uut^ccJcm  ineji- 


Ironed  err*  2.  the  neareft  nf  which  li 
Jcfiu  our  Lord,  whom  for  that  reafon  I 
take  to  he  intended  in  ver.  3*  according 
to  the  parftnlirafc  upon  it* 
f  Tti*  rTrvfri?  mtxr?  (Sttat  might 

liarc  Seen  much  better  rendered  a  di¬ 
vine  nature,  the  exprelhnn  in  the  Greek* 
being  without  the  articlci  molt  natural¬ 
ly  carries  this  feuie;  an d  that  divine 
nature*  which  ivc  arc  fa  id  to  be  partak¬ 
er*  of,  h  not  by  a  participation  of  the 
divine  e lienee,  which  is  inconimnnicabl< 
to  arty  creature ;  nor  is  tt  by  a  pcrfonal 
union  wkh  the  divine  nature,  n  the  hu¬ 
man  naytvirc  of  Ghriit  Ls;  but  it  is  by  a 
divine  Smprcfllon  uf  Giul's  o«‘tt  holy  I- 
ina-^  upuu  us*  or  by  a  hnty  principle 
infufed  into  ut,  which  introduces  acoa- 
trarv  form  to  that  which  u  e  had  before 
by  the  ib.tt  iu  tbe  Mrtirtd 

tbr$: yyi  hjt* 


6  >  And  to 
knowledge  tern* 
penince;  and  re 
tempers nc*  pa* 
tiertce;  and  to 
patience  £>od|i- 
ncu; 


7  And  to  god- 
bmdrerly 
kindnef* :  andto 
brotherly  kirnt- 
J1*!*,  charitj. 


s*  Tbt  Second  Eptfili  j/PeTei  paraphrased.  C'l.  i. 

in  its  profclEon  and  defence ;  and  to  your  Chriltian 
courage,  add  (till  further  advances  in  fpiritual  under- 
ftanding,  wifdoin  and  prudence. 

6.  And  to  this  fort  of  excellent  knowledge,  add  a 
due  regulation  and  government  of  your  pa  (lions  and  ap¬ 
petites,  with  a  weanednefs  of  heart  from  the  alluring 
obje£h  of  fleih  and  fenfe  ;  and  to  the  moderation  of 
your  affections  to  earthly  things,  add  patience  under  all 
tribulations,  with  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirir,  and  an  in* 
tire  refignation  to  the  will  of  your  heavenly  Father  j 
and  to  your  Ciiriftrjn  patience,  add  all  exercifes  of 
piety  and  devotions  iti  a  holy  reverence  of  God,  and 
conscientious  attention  to  every  ordinance  of  divine 
worfbip,  and  all  religious  duties,  according  to  his  word, 
from  a  principle  of  love  to  him,  in  obedience  to  his 
command,  and  for  his  glory. 

y.  And  to  your  religion  toward  God,  add  an  affec¬ 
tionate  lore,  tendemefs,  Sympathy  and  companion, 
with  every  fuitablc  fruit  and  cxprclBon  of  them,  toward 
your  tefiow  Ghri  Ilians,  as  brethren  in  the  Lord ;  and 
to  this  brotherly  kiiiauefs,  and  an  univcrfal  benevo¬ 
lence  to  all  mankind,  as  partakers  of  the  fame  human 
nature  with  yonrfelves,  endeavouring  to  promote  their 
temporal  and  fpiritual  welfare,  whether  they  be  friends 
or  enemies :  (bee  Gal.  vl.  to.)  thefeare  things  of  great 
importance,  and- will  turn  to  the  belt  account. 

8.  For  if  thefe  excellent  graces  be  found  in  yOU,and 
be  lively  and  enlarged  in  their  exercifc,  they  will 
make  you  thriving  Chriftians  i  fo  that  ye  wilt  neither 
be  flotfiful  nor  inactive  ("t?”)  in  the  concerns  of  your 
fouls,  and  in  the  duties  of  your  Chrillian  profeflion  % 
nor  ufelefs  and  unprofitable,  and,  like  barren  trees,  def* 
titute  of  holy  fruits,  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  your  fidu¬ 
cial  knowledge  and  acknowledgement  cf  Chrift,  as  our 
only  Lord  and  Saviour ;  which  will  make  you  .  vigo¬ 
rous,  diligent  and  abounding  in  every  good  word  and 
work,  relating  to  God,  yourfelves  and  others. 

9.  But  whatever  profeflbr^of  Chriflauity  he  be  that 

is  deftiuue  of  the  forementioned  graces,  or  To  remark¬ 
ably  deficient  in  them,  as  to  have  no  experience  of  theif 
exercifc,  like  what  is  fenlihly  prefem  to  him,  (o  m*  «■ 
r<n)  )er  his  pretences  to  light  and  knowledge  be  ever  fi» 
great,  he  is  dill  in  fpimuai  darknefs,  like  a  blind  man, 
or  like  one  who  winks  hard,  and  (hots  his  eyes  again!! 
the  light ;  or  at  molt  he  has  only  a  glimmer¬ 

ing,  confuted  and  fhort  fight,  which  cannot  difeover 
difiant  objects,  nor  penctnte  into  the  beamy  and  glory 

of 


8  For  if  tfiefe* 

thing*  be  in  jou, 
and  abAund) 
they  ifrilct  yea 
tfait  jtfiaiJ  nei¬ 
ther  if  barren, 
jTorunfrfmfuiin 
the  knowledge 
of  our  Lt.rd  Jep* 
\\$  ChriiU 


0  But  be  that 
lacfceth  tbeJe 

things,  i*  blind; 
And  cannot  Ice 
iar  off,  and  hath 
IbrgnUcn  that 
he  wu  purged 
fron  hit  old 
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of  gofpel-trutfia,  or  of  Chrift  and  holinefs  ;  nor  plainly 
difcern  the  reality  and  importance  of  future  thing?, 
which  are  as  far  out  of  his  view,  as  if  he  were  purblind* 
though  they  are  made  manifcft  in  the  word  of  {God* 
and  in  the  light  of  faith  :  and  will  Toon  be  prefent  in 
all  the  mifery  ot  happinefs of  the  eternal  world:  and 
he  has  thrown  oft*  a  fenfe  of  the  obligations,  end,  and 
defign  of  his  folemn  profeffion,  as  fignified  by  his  bap* 
tifm,  of  being  purified  from  the  fins  he  formerly  in¬ 
dulged  ;  and  is  carelefs  and  unconcerned  about  .being 
cfeanfed  by  the  blood  and  fpirtt  of  Chrift  from  the  ini¬ 
quities,  which  for  a  great  while,  even  from  his  birth, 
had  reigned  over  him.  (Ifa.  xlviii.  8. ) 
ta  Wherefore  10.  Coufidering  therefore  the  wide  difference  there 

the  rather,  hr*,  is  between  real  and  nominal  Chriflians,  and  how  injury 
thren, p ved<»-  talce  up  with  the  name,  without  the  thing,  let  it  excite 
wur  esHingand  you>  mY  rfear  brethren,  to  be  the  more  earneftly  care* 
election  lure :  ful*  in  the  ufe  of  all  means  of  grace,  to  obtain  afullaf- 
forifye  do  theft  fiance,  in  the'  of  the  fpirtt,  of  your  effe&uat  cal- 
ling, and  thereby  of  your  having  been  eternally  chofen  of 
^  k  Ood  to  falvarion*  fince  your  election  cannot  be  known 

but  by  its  fruits  in  your  calling,  which  arc  the  firft  evi¬ 
dence  of  it,  *  and  from  which  it  may  certainly  be  con¬ 
cluded.  See  to  it  then,  that  this  be  a  firm  and  fettled 
point  with  you,  by  its  being  man ife fled  in  fuch  holy  cf- 
fefts,  as  will  be  a  genuine  and  undoubted  proof  of  it : 
for  if  ye  live  in  the  exercife  of  the  graces  but  now  fpe- 
cified,  (ver*  5 — 7*)  whatever  trials,  flips  and  infirmities 
may  attend  you,  ye  fhalt  never  /tumble  fo  as  to  fall  off 
from  Chrift,  or  apoftatize  from  your  faith  in  him  and 
holy  profcflioo  of  his  name  *,  nor  ever  fall  into  error 
or  fin  to  your  perdition*  or  fall  (liort  of  eternal  life. 

G:  1 1.  For 


HO 

*  TTl&  feripture  nfually  f  peaks  of  e- 
tcction  and  calling  ui  their  proper  ord¬ 
er,  as  the  lirft  va*  from  eternity*  and  tlie 
ocher  U  in  time?  canfs  and  the 

oilier  ihr  fruit  or  effect, according  m  the 
given  of  them  in  Horn.  viih  -9, 
33.  EnH,  1.  3 — ?■  and  3  Tlief-  ii-  13*  14- 
But  here  the  apoIUe  Inverts  the  order, 
nnd  pots  otir  calling  firft,'  becaufc  his 
immediate  dcftgn  in  thU  partake  van  not 

fo  tnucli  to  difcouvfe  of  the  diinjj  them- 
fct  ves,  as  of  our  knowledge  of  them,  and 
afttirsnce  concerning  nur  own  intereft 
in  them;  and  ibis  knowledge  cap  be  ob¬ 
tained  only  in  this  order,  by  B&endin*; 
from  the  effect  to  the  cuufr,  from  our 
calling  t»  our  election;  and  proving 
thu  by  that;  For  the  election  of  one 


T  K.  . 

or  another  particular  perfon  is  an  intire 
fccret  in  the  heart  ofGmb  till  it  breaks 
forth,  and  \s  made  known  by  itt  rfcctl- 
And  therefore  if  is  a  vain,  lruiflefs*  uii- 
wantntable  and  prepoftcrcui  attempt* 
for  any  pcrfbns  t»>  piTxvje  tUemfislves  a- 
bout  their  own  dedion,  before  they  arc 
effectually  called,  or  have  evidence  la 
ihcmfcl  vest  hat  they  are  10,  But  ifthclr 
effeltual  calling  be  clearly  made  out* 
t  he  jr  may  certainly  con  elude  from  thence 
th;it  they  v-'ere  elected;  fince  ull,  and 
ji»u«  but  the  elect  are  fb  called ;  For 
otherwise  their  being  rilled  could  not 
be  n  furc  proof,  that  they  were  jUdcdr 
which  is  the  very  pulm  in  the  apoftlc** 
view. 


IOO 
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1 1  For  fo  an 
entrant  Aiull 
bemtnlftrcil  lid- 
to  j'on  abun¬ 
dantly,  Into 
the  evtrlaiUn^ 
kin^ofn  of  our 
Lord  anti  Sa¬ 
viour  JcCrS 

thrift. 


li  Wherefore 
I  will  nor  be 
put 

yon  always  in 
remembrance  of 
tWIV  things, 
tbouffh!ye)c  now 
them,  ard  he  e> 
ftablifhcd  in  the 
prefeat  truth. 


13  Yea,t  think 
ic  meet*  as  long 
a*  \  am  in  this 
tabernacle,  *  to 
ftir  yon  u]>,  hy 
putiijig  you  in 
remerou  ranee; 


t4  Kao  wing 
that  fhuvllv  f 
nuift  pnr  «|f  this 
my  tab^rnarle, 
even  nsourl.oral 
Jefna  thrift 
hatU  Shewed 
sue. 


ti.  For  while  in  this  way  and  manner  of  making; 
out  your  election  by  your  effc£tuaL  calling,  ye  a dd 
(iriJOT*7*«Jfl)  to  your  faith  virtue^  &c.  (ver,  5,)  yeftiall 
not  only  get  fafe  to  heaven,  but  fhall  have  an  abundant 
encreafe  of  hope  and  joy  in  your  way  to  it;  and,  when 
.ye  come  to  die,  a  triumphant  entrance  that!  he  richly 
Supplied  and  added  to  you  (xAwwf  **<;cw*9>,0P*T*1)  into 
all  the  fublime  dignity,  affluence  and  delights  of  the  e- 
ternal  kingdom  of  our  great  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  which  he  has  purchafed  and  taken  pofleffion  of 
for  us,  who  are  inrerefted  in  him,  and.  whom  he  will 
receive  to  himfelf  that  where  he  it,  there  w  may  he  al~ 
fo.  (John,  xiv,  3,) 

12-  Aft  thefe  arc  things  of  the  greateft  confluence, 
I  therefore  cannot  be  unconcerned  about  reminding- 
you  of  them,  and  prelfing  them  upon  you,  once  and  a- 
gain,  in  order  to  your  being  fu  it  ably  affetied  with  them, 
and  putting  them  into  praSice;  though  I  am  well  fatis- 
fied  that  ye  arc  already  acquainted  with  them,  and  con¬ 
firmed  in  a  belief  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpcl,  according 
to  the  prefent  difpenfation  of  it;  and  particularly  of 
the  truth,  which  I  am  now  recommending  to  you  a- 
hour  the  neccffity  of  uhiverfal  holtnefs,  in  order  to  your 
joyful  entrance  into- the  everlafiing  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  JeJus  Chrijtf  and  which,  in  this  day  of  trial 
and  affliction,  eminently  calk  for  a  prefeat  attention  to 
it. 

13.  Yea,  To  great  rs  its  importance,  and  fo  nearly 
are  ye  concerned  in  it,  that  I  coont  it  fit  and  proper, 
and  piece  of  juftice  to  truth  and  you,  as  long 

as  I  continue  in  the  body,  (which  is  like  a  moveable 
tent,  let  up  for  a  little  time,  and  (bon.  to  be  taken  down 
again)  not  barely  10  inform  you  of  thefe  things,  which 
ye  may  have  little  or  no  need  of  ; 'but  earneftly  to  ex¬ 
cite  you  to  confider  and  praflife  them,  by  repeatedly 
reminding  you  of  them,  left  at  any  time,  through  the 
treachery  of  your  memories,  and  theheedlefTnefsof  your 
fpirits,  ye  let  them  dip  and  make  no  proper  ufe  of 
them* 

14*  This  1  am  the  more  defirous  to  do  while  oppor¬ 
tunity  tofts,  as  being  well  allured,  that  the  earthly  houfe 
of  this  tabernacle  will  quickly  bedjffolved,  when  I  mud 
quit  my  abode  in  it,  even  as  our  dear  Lord  and  Savi- 
tmr  Jeftrs  Chrift  has  manifefted  to  me,  that  the  time  is 
now  at  hand,  when  I  mull  Teal  my  teftimony  to  him, 
according  to  his  former  intimation  about  the  manner 
of  death,  by  which  in  old  4go  1  IbouW  glorify  God* 
(John  xxi*  iff,  19  ) 

15*  And 


Ch.  I 


IOC 


The  Second  Epifile  ef  P  a  t  r  ft  paraphrased. 


15  Moreover 
I  will  endea¬ 
vour.,  that  ymi 
may  b*  able  af¬ 
ter  my.  dcceifci 
to  have  (We 
thing*  *1  way  gin 
rcmrabfWCB* 


t6Forfr«bavt 
hoc  followed 

eujtaiiiftjr  dcvU 

fed  frhlcttipbni 
we  made  known 
unto  yon  the 
power  and  coni' 
jfl£  of  oar  Lord 
JdufChnftfhot 
were  ejG’Wit* 
ntifet  ofhlt  nu- 

jefty. 


17  For  lie  re¬ 
ceived  fromGod 
the  Fat  her,  hon¬ 
our  and  vlory, 
when  therein  me 
fuch  a  voice  to 
him  from  the 
ncrelieot  glory. 
This  is  my  be- 
In  veil  ^Son,  in 
whom  lam  well 
pkaiVd. 


1  $.  And  as  I  am  very  folicitious  for  your  being  e- 
(lahlifhed  in,  and  deeply  pofllfTed  of  thefe  intereiling 
truths,  nof" merely  during  my  continuance  in  the  body  : 
To  1  dial!  make  it  my  ftudy  and  labour,  for. the  little 
time  .1  have  to  live,  to  inculcate  them  upon  you,  as  I 
bare  done  by  committing  them  to  writing  in  my  form¬ 
er  epiftle,  and  now  ‘do  in  this,  that  yc  may  ever  ream 
a  icmcmbrance  and  lively  fenfe  of  them,  after  1  am 
dead  and  gone  to  a  better  world,  by  a  departure  (»W«) 
of  my  fotil’from  the  body,  and  from  all  the  (ins  and 
forrows  of  time,  to  a  perfe&ly  holy  and  bleflcd  eternity, 

16.  For  we,  the  apolMes  of  ChrUt,  who  publish  the 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  have  not  therein  deviled  fo- 
phjltical  and  idle  tales  of  our  own  heads,  like  die  tradi¬ 
tional  fabulous  ftories  that  abound  among  Jews -and 
Gentiles  ;  nor  have  we,  like  them,  propagated  vain 
conceits,  by  artful  and  cunning  methods,  of  deceiving, 
when  we  declared  unto  you  in  preaching,  as  I  alio  have 
done  in  writing,  (1  Epiit.  i.  13.  and  iv.  5.)  the  things 
that  relate  to  the  divine  authority,  powor  and  glory, 
with  which  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrifl  will  come  to  judge 
the  world  at  the  lad  day;  but  feveral  of  us,  James  and 
John  together  with  myfelf,  were  p refen t  at  his  transfi¬ 
guration  on  the  mount,  which  was  a  lively  emblem 
and  prefiguration  of  his. final  glorious  appearing;  and 
were  eye  witnefles  ofihe  ilfudrious  majefty  and  gran¬ 
deur,  in  which  he  then  (hone,  like  bimfelf,  as  with  the 
meridian  brightiiefs  of  the  fun;  and  was  eminently 
owned  of  his  heavenly  Father.  (Sec  the  note  on  Matth. 
xvii.  2.) 

17.  For,  at  that  very  rime,  he  received  an  honour¬ 
able  and  glorious  tefliinony  from  God  the  Father  him- 
felf,  which  put  the  highefl  dignity  upon  his  character, 
as  his  proper  Son  and  the  true  Media h,  when  an  au¬ 
dible  articulate  voice  was  direfted  immediately  to  him 
from  the  Sbcchinah,  which  then  appeared  as  a  magni¬ 
ficent  fymbol  of  the  divine  prefence,  (See  the  notes  on 
Matth.  xvii.  5.  and  Luke.  ix.  2 6.)  and  from  which  God 
the  Father,  Who  is  infinitely  glorious  in  himfelf,  and 
dwells  iri  the  inaccefuole  light  and  glory  of  the  upper 
world,  diftin&ly  pronounced  thefe  words.  This  is  my 
beloved  Sen,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed ,  that  is.  This 
Jefus  is  by  way  of  eminence  my  mod  dearly  beloved 
eternal  Bon,  in  whofe  perfon  and  office,  undertakings 
and  performances,  I  am  exceedingly  delighted,  as  1  al- 
fo  am  with  all  thofe  that  are  found  in  him  by  vital  u- 
nion  with  him  ;  and  fo  clonthed  with  his  righteoufnefs, 
and  wafhed  from  their  (ins  in  his  blood. 
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iS  And  this 
voice  which 

ca me  from  hei- 
nn  we  beard, 
tirbni  wc  were 
with  him  in  die 
holy  mount* 


19  Ur«  have  al¬ 
ii)  a  iiif»rc  furc 
word  ofproph^- 
tv;  ^hereunto 
ye  do  well  kliar 
ye  take  heed,  as 
Tiatoa  Hghtthat 
Ihineth  in^fiatk 

place,  until  the 
day  datvn,  and 
the  day  liar 
rife  in  your 
hearts  j 


18,  And  this  voice,  in  which  thefe  remarkable 
words  were  uttered  immediately  by  the  God  of  htuven, 
from  the  cloud  of  glory  in  the  region  of  tbe  air,  all  cf 
us  then  prefent  difttncHy  heard  with  a  dear  undci- 
ftanding  of  its  import,  when  wc  attended  our  glorious 
Jicrd  at  the  very  time  of  his  transfiguration  on  Mount 
Tabor,  which  was  Ganflified  or  niade  relatively  holy, 
for  the  time  being,  by  the  divine  prefence  t  Mount 
11  or  eh  was  when  the  Lord  appeared  to  Motes  in  the 
bitfh  that  burned,  and  was  not  confumed*  (Ext*)-  in* 
4*  jO 

19.  And  tafide  this  nrrdtation  to  our  btefled  Lord, 
which  may  well  be  cotifidered'as  an  emblematical  and 
preemptive  notification  of  his  future  appearing  wttl) 
divine  power  and  majefty,  {ver*  i  6.)  *  We  have  a  mil 
more  dire£V  proof  of  it,  as  it  may  be  more  affiimtly 
fathered  from  the  exprefs  declarations  even  of  rhe  Old 
TclUmetit,  {ver.  2C.  21.)  which  are  confirmed  in  the 
New,  {See  Pf.  xevi.  13-  Dan.  vii.  13-  14.  Matth.  xiii. 
40 — 43.  and  xvi.  27,  and  xxv.  31 — 46.  and  xiei.  64. 
John  v.  28.  29.  Afls  i-  11.  and  xrii.  31.  2  Cor.  v.  if. 
I  The(T.  i.  10.  2  TheJT,  i.  7 — 10.  2  Tim.  iv.  J.  and. 
1  Pet.  i,  p — 13  )  unto  which  teftimony  of  infpired 
prophecy,  relating  to  this  very  point,  ye  ought  care¬ 
fully  to  attend,  fo  as  to  be  guided  and  determined  by 
it,  as  a  light  that,  like  a  lamp  in  a  dark  place,  ihinrs 

Biridft 


Wt  havt  t  tHort  ftfFff  Tier  A  gf  prg- 

farcy  w  not  to  be  uitdcrftond,  as 
the  M'erd  of  prophecy  imt  in  HfclF 
Jiiore  rertaiu  rha«  the  glorious  attvfto- 
Jion  which  given  to  ChriJt  from 
heaven  in  the  fight  and  bearing  of  the 
flipouicsj  or  as  though  this,  as  tar  as  it 
'VCiit  a«d  was  repotted  by  the  a  pottles, 
™  not  to  be  a.< 'fully  credited  as  that. 
IjuI  it  tfai  4  more  err  tain  and  indiipiil- 
wbre  proof  of  GhrUVs  jrcp.fpi  typed* iv* 
Tvtth  p&wcr  and  ftctif  gh?rt  than  could  bt 
gathf  rtd  from  what  jMdl  j  in  ib*  mount, 
according  to  the  ingenious  atidjodici- 
oys  tenie,  id  which  Or  Mierlock,  now 
hiihop  of  Lnudun,  has  taken  it,  in  his 
diftn^rfo  on  prnphccyj  page  23 — 22. 
where  he  obferres,  4<  that  the  power 
and  coming  of  piip  fnnl  Jefiw  CliriJt  is 
th*  only  point  here  In  rpicftictn :  und  fo 
u  is,  as  Though  the  .ijioltjc  dtmdd  fiiy,  it 
is  a  great  prefumptien  that  Cbrift  ihall 
t^tnc  in  gjojy.  that  We  have  already 
ieeq  him  ^Jnritied;  and  it  is  a  further 
evidence  in  his  pnwrr  n>  deliver  his  frr- 
'Vanis,  finee  God  has  openly  declared  him 


1  E. 

to  be  his  wtH-helmpd  $or.,  But  to  af 

furc  ns  that  In*  will  indeed  fo come,  and 
fft  uie  ii  is  pott  er,  w*  have  a  wr pre  fart 
•ward  e/ fropbeef:  !♦  e-  ire  have  the  very 
word  nf  Godj  ifpeakinjvby  his  prophets} 
to  whom  all  futurity  is  known,  to  aHhre 
us  of  the  certainty  of  this  future  event-  - 
Cut  Gh crat'd  Tuppofes  that  the  L'ompjr* 
hiWc,  iWer,  n^r  Tie  here  ofed  for  the 
pdfttivc  decree,  fur«,  ajtin  the  Greek  of 
Acts  xv»-  3t ;  Or  rathrr  he,  Hexa  srA 
PiJcatdr  take  the  con  pirativeto  he  pu: 
for  lUe  fuprrhtivc  degree,  as  in  ibe 
Greek  of  Aifts  jtxv.  to,  i  Cnr.  »iii-  ij* 
and  xv,  j  9,  snd  fo  no  comparif&n  may  he 
h etc  deftgncd,  hut  only  a  ftrong  aflftti* 
on  of  the  certainty  or  £rm»eU  of  the 
prop  bcltc  teftirtvonr.  alfo  GlaffuA 

phiioh*gia  fiirra,  po«e  41%.  where  ht 
gives  fuverrtl  othertnirfiiTCVS  of  the  coni- 

pArative  Iic'mjj  pm  f»r  ihc  fupcrlaiive 
degree,  as  partH'ufarly  in'Manh*  xi-  ii. 
xviii,  '1.  and  xIU  >“■  ws  tbiit 

fomc  rckr  2  P<-|,  1  i«  lUU  change 
the  degrees  of  compB.riibji,  *  ■ 
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amidft  the  darkncfe  of  Judaifm  and  Hcathenifm,  and 
of  aJI  camal  beans ;  and  the  darknefs  comprehends  it 
not)  (Jobij  i.  5.)  It  is  your  duty  and  interdt  to  ftudy, 
and  build  your  faith  upon  this  til)  the  day  of  drift** 
glorious  appearing  dull  begin  to.  break  y  and  till  he,  it 
the  Sun  (f  Right eoufntft,  the  day -far from  on  high*  and 
the  bright  and  morning  'ftor*  (MaUcb.  iv.  2-  Luke  i. 
78.  and  Rev.  xxii.  16.)  Dull  arife  in  full  luftre,  and 
(bed  fuch  a  trattfcendent  light  in  your  fouls,  as  fball 
totirely  diflipate  all  obfcurity,  or  doubt  about  what  was 
intimated  by  the  vifion  on  the  Mount,  and  is  futther 
confirmed  by  the  fure  word  of  prophecy. 

20.  In  the  mean  while,  ye  may  confidently  depend 
upon  the  prophetic  teftimony  to  Ohrid's  future  glori* 
ous  appearing,  as  being,  firft  of  all,  well  fatisfied,  that 
no  prophecy  contained  in  the  (acred  writings  "of  the 
Old  Teftament,  and  confirmed-  by  the  New,  is  the 
product  of  any  man’s  own  invention,  according  to  bis 
private  fancy,  opinion,  or  judgement  about  it,  the 
meaning  of  which  the  antient  prophets  themfelves  of* 
ten  did  not  thoroughly  underftand.  (t  Pet.  i.  10.  11.) 

3t.  For  none  of  tnofc  prophecies  were  delivered, 
and  committed  to  writing  in  former  times,  by  the  con* 
.trivaoce,  will  and  plcafure  of  the  prophets,  according 
to  what  they,  as  meii,  thought  might  be  for  the  bell ; 
But  chofe  facred  penmen,  whom  Cod  fanftified  for 
himfelf,  and  for  his  fervice,  fpakc  and  wrote  only 
foch  things  therein,  as  were  fuggefted  to  them  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whofe  immediate  diGate  excited  them  to 
utter  the  ideas  which  he  raffed  in  their  minds,  and  to 
expiefs  them  in  words  that  Ihould  convey  the  true  fenfe 
of  them,  according  to  the  further  explication,  which 
he  has  now  given  of  them  in  New  Teliament  light. 


ic  Knowing 
(fail  ftrft*  that 
no  prop tiitj  of 
the  feriprarefc 
of  iriy  private 
interpretation. 


at  Forth*  pro¬ 
phecy  cam*  not 
in  old  Mmer  by 
the  will  ofmaa; 
but  trnly  men  nf 
God  fpake  <tf 
th* y  Vrr?  mow¬ 
ed  by  the  holy 

Ckoft. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

it  is  hononr  enough  for  any  gofpebinimftcr  to  te,  what  the  apofllcs  counted 
themfelves  the  ferv&nts  of  Jefus  ChpA  ;  and  they,  who  are  truly  fuch,  can rot 
but  heartily  vi(h*  that  grace  and  peace,  inclufive  of  every  bltibng,  icay  te  moL 
ti plied  to  all  that  hare  obtained  like  precious  faith  vith  thend'clves,  through  the 
infinite  merit  of  the  tight  coufnefs  of  God  ihehr  Saviour,  and  through  the  know* 
ledge  of  him*  who  haa  c-BeAreilly  called  them  by  the  golpcl  to  a  fictions  inhe¬ 
ritance,  and  tu  a  free  and  holy  profeflion  of  their  faith  and  hope,  till  they  enter 
with  triumph  into  hia  everhftmg  kingdom.  How  precious  are  the  proxmfWtt 
by  which  believers  arc  made  partakers  of  4  divine  nature*  in  a  htdy  conformity 
to  God,  and  departure  from  all  the  wicked nefe  cf  this  world,  that  proceeds 
from  tbe  corruption  of  mea*$  own  hearts;  Hut  O,  of  how  great  concern  ft  it,  to 
give  all  diligrncei  by  divine  a  fit  fiance*  to  add  to  cur  faith  every  Ghriftian  grace 
and  lively  ex^r'cifc  of  it !  This  wil!  make  and  prove  r*n  to  be  active  believers, 
whofe  knowledge  of  our  i^rd  and  Saviour  is  not  ;>  Hfelels  notion,  but  will  pm* 
duce  fubftancial  and  aflormp  evidences  of  our  t  flirAun)  calling,  and  confrqnently 
erf  pur  dediun,  from  whence  \t  flow? ;  and  will  be  tbe  a\ cans  of  pTcicrving  »« 

from 
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from  utter  apoftacyand  falling  fhort  of  heaven.  But  he,  who  is  deftitute  ofalf 
tht&i  is  ftill  wanitiring.in  the  dark,  and  has  forgot  his  prpftfEon  of  being  puri- 
fitd  from  his  funner  fins*  What  need  therefore  have  gofpd-profefibr*  of  being 
often  |Hit  in  mimi  of  thefe  important  things,  though  they  already  kiMiw  them- 
And  what  care  ffcotild  Lhriti?s  minifiring  femnts  take  to  repeat  them  on  all  nc- 
tttfioiib  that 'they  may  he  remembered  and  pradtfed  when  they  are  dead,  and 
gone  to  heaven  ;  efpcctally  con6deringg  that  their  fouls  iniift  Toon  depart  from 
their  todies,  which  arc  .the  frail  tahernaclcs  of  their  prefent  abode  !  And  with 
what  confidence  may  they  recommend  and  inculcate  fuch  things  as  are  found¬ 
ed  on  the  teltimony  of  God  him  ft  If  by  his  apoftta  and  holy  prophets,  relating 
to  thrift,  whom  he  declared,  with  an  audible  voice  from  the  t rxmlWnf  glory  on 
the  mount,  to  be  his  beloved  Son,  in  who  pi  he  is  well  pleafed  j  and  relating  to 
the  divine  majefty  and  power  with  which  he  wiUgjorioufly  appear  at  his  com*eg 
to  judge  the  world  1  Theft;  are  not  cunningly  devifod  fables,  but  unqueUion- 
able  truths,  a*  contained  fn  the  infallible  word  of  God,  which  was  wrote*  not 
according  to  the  private  will  and  fancy  of  men,  but  by  the  infprratipn  of  bn 
Spirit ;  and  ought  to  be  attended  tQ  as  a  light,  which  he  has  ghrfn  to  guide  uf 
through  all  our  daikntf*  in  this  world,  till,  by  the  riling  uf  ihe  Sim  pfRigbte- 
ouliieis  upon  our  fouls,  we  arrive  at  the  unclouded  light  and  glory  of  the  world 
to- come*  O  may  the  bit-fled  author  of  the  hqly  feriptuves  lead  us  into  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  mind  and  will  iu  them,  and  make  us  wife  to  our  own  fetation! 


C  H  A  p.  II- 

The  Af-oftle  cautions  believers  againfl  falfe  teacher  s%  whom  be  defer  the  s 
by  their  pernicious  principles  and  htfuencey  I — 3,  Shews  she  cer¬ 
tainty  of  their  f'uutfbmcnlyfrm  the  examples  of  the  fallen  angels  f 
of  the  old  wortJy  and  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ,  which  the. godly  Jhall 
efcapCy  as  Lot  did  out  of  Sodomy  4—9*  And  gives  a  black  account  at 
large  of  thefe  JcducerSy  as  they  were  aggrayatedly  wicked  under 
high  pretences  to  liberty  and  purity^  10 — 2Z* 


Text, 

BV  T  there 
were  fejfe 
prophets  alfh  a* 

iroiv^t  Unpeople1, 
even  a«  tiier* 
flia.ll  be  faifi 
teachers  ampng 
you,  who  privi¬ 
ly  flu  It  bring 
in  damn  able  he- 
reliw,  even  do- 
iiyiiig  the  Lor<| 
jhat  j»pji«lig 
them,  and  bring 
ppontJferTifotv«s 
fwlft  ckftruccr 


OiPHiASE, 


I ■  "OUT  :js  there  were  true  and  holy  prophets  of  the 
JLs  Lou!,  who  (as  has  been  ohferved,  chap.  i.  a f .) 
wrote  under  the  infpiration  of  his  Spirit,  and  are  to  be 
attended  to,  fo  there  were  like  wife  fatie  pretenders  to 
this  character,  who  rofe  up  in  former  times  pmong  the 
people  of  Ifrael  tp  feduce  them,  and  were  to  be  guard¬ 
ed  agajnft ;  and  this  is  the  cafe  under  tbe  gofpeI'ftate( 
accoidinp  to  the  predictions  of  pur  Lord  and  his  infpi- 
red  a  potties.  (Matth.  xxiv.  11.  A£ts  x*.  30.  j  Cor. 
Tti.  19.  and  |  Tim.  iv.  t.)  There  arc  and  wUl  be  falfe 
teachers  rising  up-  among  you  of  the  Jewilh  nation, 
who,  under  various  pretences,  will  covertly  and  craftily 
introduce  the  mod  pernicious  heretical  tenets,  which 
tend  to  the  eternal  destruction  of  thofe  that  broach, and 
-  . . . '  ■  '•  ' . fhofe 
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a  Apd  rainy 
/baltfvllowtheir 
pr^nicUfQM  ways 
by  rtafon  of 
the  way 
of  truth  fliell 
be  evil  fpoken 
of. 


thofe  that  receive  them,  as  they  both  dodrinally  and 
prafticaily,  renounce  the  wifdom,  authority,  grace 
and  hoUueft  of  their  Lord  and  Matter,  as  difeoyered 
in  the  gofpebrevdarioi)  of  him,  whom  they  boaftoJ*  as 
fhc  God  that  redeemed  or  delivered  them  out  of  Egype 
with  3  mighty  hand  f>  tnd  hJb  through  a.  fucceffion  of 
mapiy  ages  fignaily  owned  as  bra  pro  felling  people,  and 
wrought  many  temporal  falvatioira  for;  and  fo,  by  act¬ 
ing  the  mod  ungrateful,  abominable  and  fclf-con- 
demning  part,  they  conftruftively  deny  him,  and  pull 
down  fpeedy  .and  utter  de[tru£Uon  upon  their  own  guil¬ 
ty  heads,  which  may  overtake  them  before  they  are  a- 
ware,  (t  TheflT.  v.  3,) 

2 «  And  fuch  is  the  natural  depravity  of  mankind, 
and  rhe  enmity  of  their  carnal  heaits  againtt  God  and 
godHneft,  that  many  profeflore  of  Chou's  name^who 
haye  not  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,  will  he  Jcduced 
intQ  their  ddtructions,  >r)  and  follow  their  dc- 

teftajble  example  in  licentious  principles  and  pnt£lices, 
on  account  of  which  the  truth  of  the  gofpd,  and  the 
way  of  hoJincfc  and  bappinefs  according  to  it,  (  ) 

**5*ctnti)  will  he  hlafphcmoully  fpoken  of  by  its  ene¬ 
mies. 


3  And  through 

co  ntotifncft 
fViU  they  with 
feigned  words 
male  mercb  in¬ 
dite  of  you  t 
wb  off  judgment 

y\nvr  of'  a  long 

time  liagrvth 
iior,  and  their 
lU^umipodtnn' 
bnrtli  not. 


3,  And,  from  covetous  reaches  after  worldly  gain, 
thefe  reducers  will  pfe  abundance  of  deceitful  flatter¬ 
ing  fpeeches,  which  have  no  truth  or  Sincerity  in  them, 
and  are  only  a  cover'  of  their  bafe  defigrs  to  make  a 
prey  of  ypu,  that  they  may  get  fome  fecular  advantage 
by  you,  as  merchants  do  by  their  traffic  ;  But  theirs  it 
a  dreadful  merchandife,  whofe  righteous  condemnati¬ 
on  has  been  of  old  determined  of  God,  (Jude  ver*  4* 
fee  the  note  there)  to  be  executed  for  their  flagrant  i- 
niquities,  in  due  feafon,  without  delay ;  and  whofe  c- 
vet  la  fling  dcftrudlion  hailens  apace,  and  will  certainly 

come 


t  The  L#rJ  that  hc^ht  thttn  may, 
with  »bt  great* ft  propriety*  be  her*  nu~ 
derftiwd  of  God(  as  the  providential  go¬ 
vernor  iiod  dciivtrer  of  Ifwl  r  Fnrthe 
wnnl  t?)  here  render'd  the  Lord, 

n  (q  <;«*]  when  fpoken  of  by  way 

pt  diftincLSon  fniiti  our  Lord  Jefits  iu 
ihat  piuhlj  place  Jude  ver,  4-  and  is  fc- 
vcral  times  tiled  hi  other  parts  of  the 
New  Te [lament  with  a  reference  t<ltho 
Father  |  far  a*  !  find,  never  to  the 

bon:  And  hU  having  bought  thera,fcem$ 
to  relate  to  the  temporal  deliverances  he 
hail  wrougjit  for  llrael,  as  bit  profef- 
l>ng  people,  wkb  a  reference  to  Dent, 
xxxli,  6,  wherCi  fpeiLlting  of  them  na  hh 
viiihte  cbnrcb,  it  is  faid»  is  list  he  tbj 
it  her  that  btt{  thee  *  And;  in  the 


T  E, 

paflhgc  before  ns,  there  U  no  Intimation 
of  die  dc<vtU  ofChrift*  or  of  redemption  by 
his  blond,  as  there  tifnally  is  when  re* 
dtMnptinn  by  price  is  intended,—* Or  if  it 
be  fuppofed  to  relate  to  the  purchafo 
which  f.hrll  made  of  thefe  po-fons,  that 
they  might  be  eternally  faved,  it  ranfl 
bt  otulcrfbod  only  according  to  the 
judgement  ol'charit^durin^  their  for¬ 
mer  credible  profefiton  of  his  name  :  Or 
bis  having  hnuirht  them  may  only  figui- 
fy  hit  havit'j  pureliafcd  a  dominion  o* 
ver  them  in  inch  a  manner  as  may  be  ft 
ar.fwcr  the  ends  of  his  kingdom  which 
rules  over  ail;  he  being  Lord  of  the 
tplck  and  the  dead,  goodapd  bad*  and 
his  univerfal  Lordfliip  being  founded 
Redemption  l>y  his  blood. 
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4  Forif  God 
fpard  not  the 
aageb  that  fm- 
ucd*butca(trAfjn 
down  to  hell* 
»nd  delivered 
4haiflt 
of  darhnefi,  to 
he  referred  mi- 
to  judgement ; 


5  And  (pared 
not  the  old 
World#  bat  far* 
cd  Noah  the 
eighth  a 

preacher  of 
right  to  n  fat  ft, 
bringing  In  the 
flood  upon  the 
Torld  of  the  un- 
godly* 


come  upon  them  with  a  vengeance,  (Deut.  xxxii*  34. 
35.)  as  may  be  concluded  from  the  courfe  of  God's 
dealings  with  former  tnmfgreflore* 

4*  For  if  (as  we  well  know)  God  in  hia  awful  juf* 
tice  did  not  ihew  any  favour,  or  abate  the  ponilhment 
due  to  that  higher  rank  of  originally  more  excellent 
creatures,  the  angels  themfdves,  who,  through  pride 
and  envy,  tranfgrcfied  the  law  which  God  had  given 
them  for  the  trial  of  their  obedience*- by  Twer  ring  from 
its  precepts  5  but  for  their  firftfin  burled  them  all 
down  with  righteous  indignation  from  their  bti&ful, 
honourable  and  holy  habitation  in  heaven,  (Jude  ver,  6,) 
into  fome  unknown  place  of  mifery,  which  is  called 
the  deep  and  tie  boitomUfi  fit  ;  (Luke  viii,  31*  and 
Rev,  ix*  1.  2  and  xi.  7,)  and  committed  them,  like 
condemned  criminals,  to  fife  cuftody,  as  though  bound 
with  the  ftrongeft  chains  in  a  dungeon  of  darknris, 
horror  and  dcfpair,  to  be  fecured  for  full  torment  a* 
gainft  the  general  judgement  of  the  great  day* 

5,  And  if  the  holy  God  had  do  pity  on  the  wicked 
generation  of  men  of  the  fame  common  nature  with 
ourfelves  in  the  antediluvian  age  of  the  world,  thatdc* 
fpifed  and  disregarded  all  his  Totem  n  and  gracious  warn* 
mgs  with  great  long'fulrcring  and  patience;  but  if, 
while  he  fayed  Noah  *,  who  was  the  eighth  at  the  head 
of  them  that  were  prefcrved  in  the  ark,  (1  Pet*  iii.  20*) 
and  was  hy  divine  com  million  a  faithful  preacher  of 
moral  rightcoufncfs,  repentance  and  reformation,  and 
of  the  rightcoufnefs  which  is  by  faith,  of  which  he  him* 
felf  was  an  heir,  (Hcb.  xi.  7.)  and  a  preacher  of  the 
righteous  judgements  of  God,  which  would  ddboy  that 
impenitent,  unbelieving  and  difobtdiem  world  t  If  God* 
I  fay,  at  the  appointed  feafoh,  fwallowcd  tip  the  whole 
of  that  perverfe  fetof  people  in  the  univerfal  deluge  of 
water  which  drowned  them,  one  and  all,  how  great  fi> 


evtr  their  numbers  were  : 

6  Aod  tom'  And  if  in  like  terrible  righteoufnefs,  and  executed 

)*if  the  chics  f>  f  by  a  contrary  element,  he  rained  fire  and  brimftone 
and  Go-  from  heaven  upon  Sodom  and  Gomorfsh,  together 
morrAhiTiToaiii*  aiK]  Zeboim,  (Gen*  xia,  24,  25*  and 

o*  xxix*  23.)  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  thofe  cities, 

vcrrhtovj  u wk-  reducing  them,  with  all  their  profligate  inhabitants,'  to 

alhes 


NOTE.  V 

"Nosbwae  the  tenth  from  Ada  an,. as  ap-  their  wives,  together  with  hiuifelf*  for 

peftr*  by  the  gt-ncalaity  in  liilti  in*  36  fake  they  were  prefer Vcd  Gen*  v, 

'—38*  end  therefore  the  perfon  8  10  coiripiu-ed  with  chap- vii*  7*  *And 

Wnnot  irrjin  the  eighth  from  hinu  bnt  therefore  the  apoJDe  parthrvJarJjh 

the  eighth  of  them,  ur  the  bc«id  of  the  mention  hitty  as  the  Eighth.  (See  ulle  the 
eight,  that  Here  fared  In  the  ark,  which  note  <m  1  Pet4  iii.  3c*) 
were  liid  and  hi&  three  Tons  and 
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i  ..j  thttn  qn  <m-  afhes  is  the  inoft  dread/al  cdtaftrppbe,  (xorat^w)  ta 
th#t  aft”  w^ich  b«  j*Wy .  condemned  them  for  their  abominable 
iii'nuM  live  u>  wicieilnew \  and  to  fee  them  forth  -as  an  example  c€ 
godij;  his  indignation  and  wrath,  as  •  type  or  pattern  (mv 

HvmA w  the  final  conflagration  and  eternal  lire  wbich-- 
tbaltconftrme  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth,  (Jade  ver.  7;) 
that  it  might  be  a  warning  to  all  refolute  finhers  of  fuc- 
eeeding  ages,  who  peril  ft  in  their  iniquities,  and  eaft  off 
his  fear  %  and  might  (hew  them  what  they  mud  expeft 
at  his  hand ; 

?  t*d deliver-  7.  And  if,  in  the  mid (l  of  all  the  flaming  deflation 

n!  ia:t  La*,  v«c*  0f  £odom  an<j  Gomorrah,  the  gracious  God  put  a  fpe- 
tii  yWi«n veriatt'  c’*l  mark  of  kind  diftin&ton  -upon  his  righteous  fer- 
o»  of  th*_»rki-  vaDt  Lot,  whom  he  plucked  as  a  brand  out  of  the  fire  \ 
and  fo  with  a  fort  of  merciful  violence  rdcu- 

ed  him  frOih  it,  (Gen.  six.  16.)  who  bad  bear  fotdy 
grieved,  fatigued  and  opprcfTed  in  his  own  pious  lout 
at  the  vile,  diffidute,  hfdvious,  obfeene  and  unnatural 
behaviour  of  that  pervade  and  wicked  people. 

8  (For  that  g,  (For  thishmy,  jaft  and  good  man,  who  dwelt  a* 
didilog'aiawji  mpn?  them,  and  daily  faw  and  heard  what  (hocking 
then,  in  feeing  Crimea  were  openly  committed  in  the  courfe  of  their 
and  beaHot  flagitious  lives,  exceedingly  laid  them  to  heart,  and 
1,”*frll!!j  with  the  blnereft  anguifli  (tjnvanCt*}  even  tormented 
dTj"to <Uy,Vth  bis  holy  foul  in  mournful  reflections  on  their  abomi- 
tUeir  unlawful  nably  filtby  and  unjuft  actions,  whicb.were  contrary  10 
deeds)  gjj  tj,e  jawg  of  Gpd'and  nature.) 

1}  Tbe  Lord  9-  As  certainly  as  thefe  are  all  undoubted  fa&s, 
Xootretbh«nr  to  we  may  frtm  thence  with  equal  certainty  conclude,  to 
deliver  rile  god*  tbe  jGy  ef  the  feints,  and  the  terror  of  the  wicked,  that, 
be  the  corruptions  of  the  age  ever  fo  great,  and  the 
refer  *e  the  tm-  fnarcs,  troubles  and  dangers  of  bis  people  ever  (omany* 
iuft  uaw  tbtdajr  the  great  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  whole  underftand- 
jK^unafred*  **  '*  infinite,  and  power  uncontroulabJc,  and  whofe 

kingdom  rules  over  all,  perfectly  knows  at  what  time, 
in  what  manner,  and  by  what  means,  to  extricate  tbofe 
cut  pf  all  their  trials  and  aflliflions,  who  like  Noah 
and' Lot  are  religious  worflnppers  of  him  *  and  be  wilt 
afliiredly  do  it  in  his  love  and  faithfulnefe  to  them :  and 
he  equally  knows  how  to  hold  the  wicked  and  ungodly 
in  fafe  cuftody,  like  tbe  fallen  angels,  (vrr.  4.)  under 
jiis  fupreme'  dominion,  till  he  (hall  bring  them  forth, 
as  condemned  criminals,  in  the  day  of  the  final  judge¬ 
ment,  to  be  punHbed  according  to  tbe  iniquity  of  their 
hearts  and  lives. 

loDncfhiefiy  to.  Bur  efpecialiy  he  knows  how  to  referve,  and  will 
them  that  vaik  feverely  deal  with  thofe  impious  feduoers,  (ver.  1.) 
after  the  ileth  m  wjj0j  au  fw  erable  .to  their  corrupt  principles.  Jive  accord¬ 
ing 
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the  In  ft  of  HD* 
cJcamad*,  and 
dcfpirc  govern- 
meat  a  Frefump- 
f sons  art  tb*y$ 
fdfvilkd,  they 
Are  not  afraid 
to  fpesk  evil  of 
dignities  * 


II  Where** 
angel*  which 
are  greater  »u 
powera  nd  might 

bring  not  rail¬ 
ing  accii  fation 

lgiiD&ibeiabc- 

Sort  the  Lord. 


rl  Bat  thefe, 
a*natoraI  brute 
be* fit,  mode  to 
be  taken  and 
dcftxnycd,  fpeak 
cvifofthc  thing* 
that  they  tin- 


ing  to  the  carnal  dictates  and  defires  of  th«i»  fenfual 
minds,  indulging  themfelves,  and  going  on  without  re¬ 
frain  t,  in  a  gratification  of  their  impure  and  lifcmoas 
inclinations,  and  Sbdomiticaipraftices;  (Judever.  78.) 
and  who  infolently  pour  contempt  upon  ail  regular  go¬ 
vernment  and  authority  over  them,  that  would  put  a 
check  upon  their  vices :  They  are  a  daring,  refraftory, 
difobedient  and  headfrong  fort  of  people,  ever  fecking 
to  pleafe  themfelves,  and  have  no  law  to  govern  them 
but  their  own  will ;  nor  do  they  fcruple  or  fear  to  fpeak 
reproachfully,  not  only  of  the  apolUes  and  miniftere  of 
Chrift  f>  but  of  civil  magifrates  that  are  advanced  to 
high  dignity,  and  worthy  of  honour,  as  they  are  fet 
over  them,  and  are  the  ordinance  of  God  to  regulate 
and  contronl  their  exorbitant  paflions,  appetite*  and 
manners. 

11.  They  herein  aft  a  very  contrary  pan  to  the  holy 
angels  that  excel  in  jtrength,  and  do  the  commandment! 
of  God,  hearkening  to  the  voice  if  his  word,  (Pf.  Ctii. 
30. )  and  are  fuperior  in  dignity  and  might  to  thefe  tain 
boailcis,  or  to  any  earthly  potentates ;  and  yet  they,  con- 
fidering  civil  magifrates  as  the  ordinance  of  God  for 
good,  (fee  the  notes  on  Rom.  xiii.  1—4.)  have  fuch  % 
reverence  of  him,  and  are  fo  generous  and  benevo¬ 
lent  to  them,  as  not  to  revile  thetr  perfboB  and  govern¬ 
ment,  or  bring  a  Jlandcrous  cenfure  upon  them  ( 
f**“*  V"1’)  in  the  pretence  of  God ;  Nay,  even  Michael 
the  archangel ,  •when  contending  with  the  Devil  him- 
felf,  ufed  no  opprobrious  bitter  language  agaiuft  him, 
( Jude,  ver.  9.) 

12.  But  thefe  prefumptuous  defpifersof  government, 
(4cr.  10.)  inftead  of  imitating  the  good  angels  in  the 
decorum  of  their  conduft,  are  irrational,  furious  and 
brutifh  in  following  their  own  fenfual  inclinations,  tike 
bealls  of  prey  rhat  are  void  of  underftanding,  and  natu¬ 
rally  inclined  to  rapine  and  deftruftion,  and  are  mado 

to 


.  .  .  HO 

t  Drfp'fiog  gtvcnanCHt,  and  f putting 
evil  af  dignititi.  Tome  ihink  r< fer«  to 
the  vile  notions  that  the  KichoUitana, 
and  the  Go  elites  after  them,  vented  a* 
boat  anodic 4 1  powers  and  that  the  a* 
poftlc,  m  the  next  verfe,  refer*  to  the 
jfeed  jJj igclf  apt  hringfvg  a  rtufittg  after* 
fat  10m  aeiM  thcapoftatefpiHea,  which 
i  have  there  glanced  at,  by  pointing  to 
vb at  the  ap&ftte  fade  fays  (ver.  9.}  1- 
boat  tboweb-angtri  nat  bringing  a  *  ailing 
teevf  i&eJt  ag flirt jt  the  dtrvit;  though  that 
farm  to  be  an  addition*!  thoughts  and 


T  fc- 

not  the  f§me  with  oar  apoftlc’s;  and  it 
appear*  moft  natural  to  me  to  under- 
Jtand  hint  lit  1hi$  verfe,  ax  defer ibiag 
perfoiii,  whoever  they  were,  that  d<* 
fpHcd  ci^il  goYcmmeni,  and  fpokc  evil 
of  earthly  dijpiittc*;  in  oppdUion  to 
which,  he,  in  the  next  verfcf  aUedge* 
the'  contrary  conduit  of  the  good  aageU 
t  h  at  bring  tti>  rdfTtxg  pgaiujf 

thtm9  with  whom  he  may  poffibly  in- 
dude  rccLdiaftical  ruler*,  {St*  the  u4tQ 
on  Jude  w- 


Ch.  il>  T&s  Second  EfiftU  of  P  s  t  s  a  paraphra/td*  r<^ 

det(U«d  not,  to  be  taken  and  deftroyed  by  men,  for  whofe  life  they 
md  thallwjerly  wefe  originally  created :  Thefe  a  A.  at  fuch  a  monftrooa 
^  n  tw-ruptf*  rate,  a$  to  reproach  and  tail  againft  perfons  and  things* 
on;  both  of  a  civil  and  religious  nature,  whole  ufe  and 

excellence  they  neither  know,  nor  approve  of ;  and  they 
Ihall  be  utterly  deftroyed  for,  and  by  means  of,  the  in¬ 
dulged  Corruptions  of  their  own  minds  and  manners. . 

'ti  tad  ball  13.  And  they  (hat!  reap  the  bitter  fruit  and  wages 
receive  the  re>  which  arc  jultty  due  to  all  their  complicated  wicked- 
wird  ofunrigh-  nets,  as  rhofe  that  glory  and  take  delight  in  voluptuous 
thi't^coitn't^^t  an<*  T*c*ous-  “tides,  which  they  impudently  purfue 
pletfurc  ro  ri«t  *°  °Pen  day-light,  in  lie  ad  of  being  afhamed  of  them 
i»  the  da;  time;  as  works  of  darknefsy  which  people,  that  have  the  leaf! 
fpot*  jit j  *«  grain  of  modefty  left,  dare  venture  to  praAife  only  in 
fWtiag^ml  n'gbt:  (1  Theft*,  v.  7.)  They  are  a  reproach  and 
JVlvHwfehtMr  fcandal  to  the  Cbrilliao  name,  gratifying  theirluxu- 
own  deceiving*,  rious  inclinations  with  their  own  deceived  and  decci- 
wit'll*  r7  **ng  devices,  whereby  they  cunningly  infinuatc  them- 
1  ^on’  felves  into  your  favourable  opinion  of  them,  and  pleafe 
themfelves  with  their  having  cheated  and  impofed  upon 
you,  while,  under  pretences  of  love  and  friendfltip,  they 
focially  partake  in  ordinary  or  religious  f calls  with  you. 
(Judever.  ta.  fee  the  note  there.) 

t4  ffayittfejei  14.  Their  eyes  are  continually  and  infatiably  em- 
full  or adultery,  ployed  in  wanton  adulterous  glances,  to  difeover  their 
ceaft^wm'fin-*  own  inclinations,  and  excite  the  like  in  others,  and 
beguiling  w  find  out  proper  objeAs  for  inflaming  and  gratify- 
liable  foul,:  aa  ing the  vileft  affcAions ;  and  fo  propenfe  are  they  to  alt 
heart*^7ha.v*  iniquity,  that  they  know  not  how  to  refrain  from  eon- 
covetonapraJti-  t0  commit  it,  or  endeavouring  to  draw  others  in- 

<■«,  curfedchii-  to  if,  and  fo,  by  their  inticemcnts  in  word  and  deed, 
Jren :  they  enfnare and  catch  poor  unguarded  fouls,  that  are 

not  ellablifhed  in  the  truth -and  holinefe  of  the  gofpel, 
nor  fortified  with  grace  againft  their  guileful  arts.  Their 
hearts  are  entirely  engaged  fo  contrivances  how  to  com- 
j»»f«  tb-ir  mvernus  He  fires  after  the  riches,  honours, 
and  defiling  pleafures  of  this  world.  They  are  children 
of  wrath,  devoted  to  dcftniAiort  under  the  curfe  of 
God’s  righteous  and  holy  law,  whole  vengeance  is  rea¬ 
dy  to  be  cxecoted  upon  them. 

1 5  Which  have  1 5.  And  God  may  jullly  abandon  and  abhor  them, 
farfaken  the  and  give  them  upto  utter  ruin,  who  have  renounced 
aregan«aftrvy,  ^e  °nly  true  way  of  falvatton  by  Jcfus  Chrlfl,  and  of 
following  the  walking  before  God  in  faith  and  holy  obedience,  ac- 
vay  of  Salaam  cording  to  his-mind  and  will  j  and  have  wandered  from 
rii-  fat  oi  Bofi.r,  the  path  of  truth  and  duty  into  the  ways  of  fin  and  error,' 
wage,  ofunri-lt-  ,"at  *ea“  t9  cterna’  mifery,  as  they  tread  in  the  very 
iMufoeii ;  b  fteps  of  that  fofamoufly  wicked  prophet,  Balaam  the 

fon 


no 
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fonofBeor,  (Numb.  xxii.  5.)  which  in  the  Babylonian 
dialed  U  pronounced  Bofor ;  and  follow  his  dete  (table 
example,  who,  notwithihmdtng  all  his  fair  pretences 
to  the  contrary,  hanker'd  after,  and  had  a  heart  in 
love  with  the  iniquitous  rewards  which  Bala  It  offered 
him,  that  he  might  unrighteoufly  curfe  God’s  Ifraet. 

16  Satvun-  16.  Bui  be  was  fevcrcly  reproved  for  his  Gir  in  going 
bnbed  Tur  hi*  Sr  about  to  tranfgrefs  the  poutive  command  of  the  Lard,  * 
dumb  aft  r  at*  anc^  by  a  brute  beaft,  the  aft  he  r<>de  upon,  which, 
jngwkh  man*  •  hough  naturally  a  dumb  creature,  was  miraciiloufly  e- 
-wcc.forhadthe  nabled  to  fpeak  with  an  articulate  voice  like  a  man ; 
inadner*  of  cba  which  was  a  firong indication  to  the  infatuated  prophet, 
yropbec.  that  he  ought  by  no  means  to  have  perfifted  inhigmad 

and  foolilh  attempt,  which  could  only  turn  to  his 
own  confuGoa.  (Numb.  xxii.  22— 32.) 

Tbefr  aw  *?*  To  give  a  little  further  account  of  the  falfe 
wells  without  teachers  I  am  fpeakingof,  they  are deceitful,  un Gable, 
water,  donds  and  utterly  destitute  of  all  that  is  good ;  their  high 
that  aw  ca>f™jf  pretences  to  knowledge  and  piety  are  like  wells  that  bid 
with  a  teroiw  fajr  for  tj,e  relief  0f  a  thirfty  traveller ;  but,  having  no 
roift ofdarkreii  water  in  them,  difappoint  his  hopes:  And  as  clouds 
i*  rrferved  for  often  look  promiGng  for  rain  to ■  refreih  the  earth,  but 
are  foon  difperfed  by  trmpcftuous  winds,  and  produce 
noxious  vapours  inftcad  of  any  good  dfefts ;  fothcfc 
deceivers  pretend  to  make  their  proftlytes  wifetolal- 
vatiou,  but  are  carried  by  the  violence  of  their  corrup¬ 
tions  from  one  error  and  Gn  to  another,  with  fuch  a 
malignant  influence,  that  neither  theynor  their  follow* 
ere  ever  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  rhe 
practice  of  holmefs  ;  and  tbc  thickeft  cloud  of  borrible 
darknefs,  mifery  and  defpair  is  kept  in  Gore,  by  the 
righteous  judgement  of  God,  for  thefe  vile  mifereants 
to  be  their  dreadful  portion  for  ever. 

18  For  when  *8-  For  whcn  they  otter  great  and  pompous  words 
they  rpcafegmt  'with  an  air  of  fanflity,  and  of  making  fome  wonder* 
/welting  vards  ful  difcov  cries,  they  are  all  a  nolle  about  nothing,  emp- 

aflBriT'^brou^h  ty  founds  that  vent  the  pride  and  vanity  of  their  own 
tbe  luft*  hearts  ;  and  are  thrown  out  as  a  bait  to  entice  and  catch 

fcib,  -  tiiroogh  unwary  fouls,  by  being  accommodated  to  tbe  feofual 

in* 

If  O  T  X. 

*  Though  Btlaamhsd oner  andag*in  feugm  to  curie  Ifrael;  and  he certainly 


17  Tbcfc  are 
well*  without 
'water,  clouds 
that  «w  carried 
with  *  reropdfc* 
to  whom  the 
nift  ofdflj'ltneii 
it  rtfened  for 


iB  For  when 


♦f  vanity  they 
allure  through 
tbe  lifts  of  the 
fielh,  ’  through 


*f  t&e  Lord,  and  wat-oeoftralned  So  re- 
rae  BfJak,ioffer;*yet  it  appears  from 
the  whole  Jit  dory  of  him  in  Humberts 
(fee  chap*  u{i.  xxlil)  that  hi*  core  ton* 
heart  ^ra*  ft  feic  upon  the  offered  bribe* 
*s  -to  make  him  cameftly  defirous#  and 
*^eeedip^  fiftieth  in  attempts,  to  get  o- 
dlfpenfation  of  God's  txprefi  command 
that  he  dhoviM  not  go  wUh  BaiaJ^x  ptef- 


InvincibrjDver-mVed  his  nfri,  tadre- 
ffrilocd  Men  fbom  it,  contrary  to  his 
own  inclmatfon ;  -And.  when  he  'mold 
n*t  carry  hit  point*  ho  gave  fneh  wU- Ic¬ 
ed  coonfel,  at  was  the  meant  of  draw- 
In#  Ifhiil  into  a  -provoking  trerpaT*  a- 
caTnff  tbe  Lord,  tfrfcta  brought  *  rfrtid- 
ful  plague  upon  them,  a*  appear*  from 
Nuib-  x&y'u  iG.  and  Rcr,  Li.  l+ 


HI 
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ranch  wanna-  inctmattaas  «f  depraved  nature,  and  to  the  lifcmous 
nef*,  tbafe.tbat  tonpgr  <0f  thofc,  that  had  indeed  been  brought  off 
pT^fnmthMf  fromthe  errorsof  Judaiftn,  or  of  Heatbenifm,  and  to 
who  Urainw-  their,  :  outward  behaviour,*  fora  while  at  -leaft,  had 
r#r*  fled  from  the  convcriauon  and  pra&ices  of  fu«h  as  led 

.  wicked,  lives  according  to  their  erroneous  principles, 
rg  while ihey  *9*  At  the  ferae  time  that  they  flatter  their  follow* 
prorailethaalt-  ers  with  promifes  of  alt  the  liberty  they  can  with  for, 
berry.thejfthem-  t0  indulge  their  licentious  pkafurcs,  without  fear  or 
r«rvwiM»r«w-  d;anKcr«  they  are  rhemfeUefi  the  worft  of  (laves  to  the 
ruptinn;  for  of  corruptions  of  their  own  hearts,  which  will  ifftie  in 
whom  a  man  i»  their  final  deftru&ion :  For  whatever  a  man  is  iutirdy 
r«n7l,nu*0,lhe  ommatc^c^  a°d  conquered  by,  as  they  are  by  their 
bmghtio  boa-  °vn  lulls*  he  is  brought  into  an  abfolute  and  flaviQi 
dags.  fubjeQion  to  it,  like  a  captive  in  war  that  is  fallen  in* 

to  the  hands  of  a  victorious  enemy  *,  and,  .all  apaftSes 
wilt  finely  find  that  fuch  a  (brt  of  pretended  liberty  is 
the  vileft  flavery. 

as  For  if  af-  ao,For  if  after  they  have  been  fo  far  externally  reform* 
ter  they  have  a.  ed  from  the  grois  and  fcandalous  praClices  of  the  men  of 
lotions  ^ht*  wortd  which  lies  in  wickednefs,  (i  John  v.  19  ) 
\n>rld  through  as to  ^ave  Atd  from  thofc  defilements  in  life,  though 
the  knowledge  notin  heart  t,  through'the  convictions  and  reftraints 
f>ftb«  LowJ  aod  that  they  were  brought  under  by  the  notions  they  had 
Chri^Wyare  received  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  a  fovereign  and  a  faviour, 

■  agoiit vacated  to 'deliver  them  from  fin  and  the  wrath  to  come;  if, 
therein  and  <*•  after  all  this,  they  are  again  enfnared  and  involved  in 
Uttar” Vnd  *Y  t^°^e  iniquities*  and,  like  perfons  thoroughly  conquer* 
wnriewith  them  and  governed  by  them,  yield  themfelves  up  as  fer- 

tbaa  the  begin-  vants  to  obey  them  ;  their  cafe  is  more  aggravate diy 
*‘”8-  guilty,  dangerous  aod.hopelefs,  than  it  was  before  they 

knew  any  thing  of  Chriit  and  the  gofp:l ;  and  efpeci* 
ally  than  it  was,  when  they  firft  had  lome  conceptions 
of  diem. 

21.  For 


•  Some -good  copies  inftead  of  clean 
or^ruly  («,b|i  read  a  little  at  i  little 
While;  (•*,,«,)  others,  almoft;  («/y*ri 
■  nrl  die  Etiiiopic,  a  lew,  VId. 

Mill.^in  lot.  Bur  which  e*er  reading 
we  follow,  it  fem,  to  relate  only  to  a 
change  of  nations,  and  no  external  re¬ 
formation.  (S«  the  note  on  ver.  to.) 

t  Efcapti  the  pelUilani  of  the  isorli 
through  the  knonaltlgt  of  Chrift.  and 
than  rftxpti  from  thorn  n»ir  tive  in  er¬ 
ror.  (wer.  (S.  fee  the  note  there)  are  the 
llrongefl  exprelltoni  of  gnod  that  are  11* 
fed  in  the  dcfcrlption  ol  rhclc spoliates , 
and  yer  neither  thete,  ntr  any  .other,  im¬ 
port  that  they  ever  were  rtaify  partak- 


r  e  s. 

era  offpectal  faring  grace :  For  petfoas 
(like  the  Jinny  and  thorny  ground  hear¬ 
ers,  Matrh.  xiiL  2z— -ll  and  like  Herod, ' 
Mark  vl.  aa>  may  be  fo  impreilrd  by 
Tii  ere  nut  in  ox  of  Chrift  anti  the  goTpel,  aa 
to  be  reltraiued  l;  om  grofg  fins,  and 
brought  to  a  credible  profeffinn  nl’  obe¬ 
dience,  for  a  while,  to  the  divine  com- 
maoiU,  and  nut  be  thoroughly  turned  in 
heart  10  God,  at  it  it  apparent  thele  a- 
puftatex  were  nut,  hy  their  being  rtpre* 
irnted  dill  the  fame  in  their  natural 
dilpofition,  as  the  dug  is,  that-  returns  tn 
his  own  vomit,  and  the  line  to  Iter  wal- 
Juw-lng  in  the  mire,  ver,  (fee  the  pa- 
raphrafe  there  ) 
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ar  ^or  <ck.ad  21*  For  their  fin  and  punishment  would  really  hate 
thc^ttoUvc  tccn  ,had  thcy  *****  heard,  received  any  noti.' 
Jtnowo  the  way  on  of  Chrift  and  the  way  of  holtnrfs,  and  of  rigbte- 
ofr igh teon fnc fa*  oufnefs,  through  him  to  eternal  life,  than*  aftdir  they 
th»n  after  they  have  been  acquainted  with  it,  to  revolt  and  apnftatize 

to  tarn  from  the  ^rom  pure  and  holy  do&rine*  which  had  been 
hnly  command-  preached  to  them  with  divine  authority  to  bind  it  upon 
jnent  delivered  their  confidences*  (Sec  Matth,  ±i*  20—24.  and  John: 

unto  them.  jx#  ^  anj  22*) 

22  But  it  U  22*  But  it  has  fallen  out  with  them  according  to  two 
happened  unto  ancient  proverbs,  one  of  which  ia  recorded  ia  the  di* 

»t?e^ii«pw  Yintl*  truc  word  ^od>  (Prov.  mi.  u*)  and.hoth 
verb.  The  are  remarkably  verified  in  thefe  apofhues ;  they,  under 
i*  turned  to  hU  the  power  of  conviction  by  the  light  of  the  ggfpclj  eafed 
own  vomn  **  their  burdened  conferences  by  catting  off  feme  vicious 
low* 'that*  wai  pra£tices  which  they  had  been  addifted  to:  but  their 
waflied,  to  her  nature  not  being  changed  by  renewing  grace,  and  their 
wiUiowiuviatht  inmott  temper  being  ttiil  the  fiinoe  as  ever,  when  tbeir 
mire'  pangs  wore  off,  they  betook  themfelves  again  to  their 

former  filthy  courfes  with  as  much  eagemds  as  before ; 
and  fb  they  are  like  a  dog  that  had  catt  up  what  was 
offenfive  to  his  ftoraach ;  but,  continuing  a  dog  itill, 
and  a&ing  fuitable  to  his  own  nature  as  fuch,  he  licks 
up  his^own  vomit  again  :  and,  under  all  tbeir  external 
reformations,  they  are  like  a  fow  that  was  wafhqd  from 
the  filth  (he  had  contra&ed  by  walloping  in  mud  and 
din;  but,  being  a  fow  flill,  returns  according  to  her 
own  fwinifh  temper,  to  rolling  herfclf  about  in  the  mire 
again* 


RK  COLLECTIONS* 

How  perriCTnDS  and  deteftable  are  heretical  teachers*  wbofe  corrupt  prfcc& 
pies  and  practices  are  fubverfive  of  the  gofpd,  even  to  conftru  lively  denying' 
that  God,  who  they  own  has  wrought  wonderful  deliverances  to  them  in  his 
providence  for  them,  as  his  profrflmg  people!  They  put  on  fpedous  appear¬ 
ances  of  tv?  fdom  and  piety  to  entice*  enfnare,  defile,  and  ruin  unftable  fouls: 
Bat  with  all  their  high  (welling  words  of  vanity,  they  arc  void  of  aH  good,  JiEer 
wells  and  clouds  without  water  ;  and  walk  after  the  flefti*  They  cany  on  the 
vikA^deligns  of  covetoufnefa,  pride,  luxury,  and  all  manner  of  mn'kannera,  and 
area  reproach  to  the  Christian  name,  and  all  religious  fociety.  They  prefump^ 
tuoufly  defpife  the  belt  of  things,  which  they  know  nothing  of,  but  which 
fill'd  in  oppolilioti  to  their  carnal  views;  and  under  vain  boafts  and  deceit  ft)  ( 
pmmifesto  others  of  a  liberty,  which  is  downright  dicentioufhefs^  they  are 
themiUves  the  worft  of  (laves,  under  every  tyrannizing  hift,  to  their  oWa  per¬ 
dition,  and  the  perdition  of  tbofe  that  apostatize  from-  Qhrift  and  the  gofprl, 
throOgh  their  influence  How  fbocking  are  thefe  thoughts  !  But  we  need  not 
be  Rumbled  at  them,  ftofce  wc  are  forewarned  that  fuch  feducera  would  ariCe  in 
the  church,  and  draw  away  many  into  tbeir  mifehievous  errors  and  fins*  *But» 
ah,  how  dreadfuHs  the  condemnation  of  thofe  who  preach  arid  propagate,  and 
of  thofe  who  are  perverted  by  heretics  that  tend  to',  and.  will  itfue  in  eternal  de^ 
(IrudUoa  1  They  have  torfaken  the  only  truc  way  to  eternal  life  ;  audthc  truth:; 
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nf  the  gnfpel  ia  defamed  by  them,  md  by  others  6n  their  account.  They  are 
under  the  curfe  of  God/and  liable,  without  repentance*  to  feverer  rebukes 
trnn  h;  gave  to  Jklucp  for  hi*  iniquity,  by  miracuhm[Ty  opening  the  mouth  of 
the  afe  he  rode  upon.  Judgement  fr  already  palled  upon  them  in  the  parpofe 
and  word  of  G>a  ;  dnd  their  drimnitioR  haflcns-  a -pier*  till  it  cottk  with  niry 
upon  thfcm,  as  it  did  upon  the  fallert  angels,  and  the  finnera  in  the  old  world  in 
t«it  dayi-of  Noahthal  eminent  preacher  of  righteoufuefe,  and  upon  the  profli¬ 
gate  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah*  They  are  held,  a*  it  were  in  adamantine 
chains,  tobeptmiftted  z%  the  great  day,  *But  the  righteou3rwho  irp  grieved 
at  the  tranfgrcfHon's  of  the  meted,  /ball  be  as  dVv&mliy  delivered,  in  God's 
way  and  time,  from  all  evil,  as  Noah  was  from  the  deluge,  and  Lot  /ram  the 
conflagration  of  tfc'ofe infamous  cities.  Alas  !  How  heavy  will  the  ddtrudUon 
t:f  the  deceivers  and  deceived  be !  They  Ihall  utterly  perifn  for,  and  in  their  own 
corruption,  and  receive  the  &fmat  reward  of  all  their  unrighteoufeeft,  in  which 
they  rioted  an  i  delighted,  with  open  impudence ;  and  the  moll  hideous  dark- 
r.cfi  of  horror  and  difpair  U  laid  up  in  ft  one  for  their  cndlcfs  mifrry.  Ah  l 
Ifow^aggravated  is  tfieirgtillt ;  and  how  proportionate  mu  ft  be  their  puniih- 
nrat;  wrfro  have  been  externally  reformed  through  convictions  by  gofpel-ltght£ 
Kui,  taking  up  fhort  of  a  work  of  heart  changing  grace,  and  remainiiTg  ftilTflie 
ftmc  as  ever,  m  tb'eir  Corrupt  temper,  rtitim  with  eagernefsto  the  vices  which 
they  had  formerly  Indulged,  but  which  pangs  of  corifclcnce  forced  them,  for  a 
while,  to  give  up ;  and  ic  are  like  the  dns  that  lick*  up  the  vomit,  which  he  dif- 
charged  while  It  offenikdhis  (lomach  %  andlike  the  few  that  was  wafhed,  nod 
returns  with  p  tea  Cure  to  wallowing  in  the  mire  !  O  how  much  better  would  it 
have  been  for  fitch  people  to  have  never  known  the  way  of  rig  hte:m  fuels,  than 
in  this  manner  to  abrtfc  their  knowledge  of  it  1  Their  condition,  after  a’l,U  inex- 
preftibly  mafe  miferabte  and  hopddithnn  ever  it  was  before;  while  the  Lord 
knows'  howto  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptation. 


C  ti  A  P.  II!. 

Tbs  Apoftle  declares  the  drfign  of  this  epifite  to  he  ih *  fame  that 

of  the  former  y  to  remind  tlirm  of  Chri ft*  $  final  coming  to  judgement* 
I,  a.  'Gbfirves  that  [coffers  at  Chri/Ts  fccond  efrning  were  to  be  ex* 
peSled  under  the  gofpelfiafe$  3. 4*  Confutes  their  vain  awl  infulthig 
objections  again  ft  /V,  And  Jbews  that  he  wilt  certainty  appear  at  urn* 
awards*  when  the  prefent  frame  of  nature  will  be  dijfifved  by  fire* 
$  —  to,-  And  infers  from  thence^  and  from  the  new  flute  of  things 
that  will  then  he  introduced^  the  necejjity  of  bolincfs*  patience  and 
Jledfafinefs  in  the faith*  It  —  i3. 


TbXT,  Paraphrase. 

Ttfia  fecond  t ;  rT^H£  principal  defign  of  this  fecond  cpifUe*  which 
1  |1(JW  write  to  vou,  my  dear  brethren  in  the 
\vtUe-+it*you\  I*or^s  beloved  of  him  and  me  for  his  fake,  is  much  the 
in  £*rAwliifch  1  fame  with  that  of  the  former  j  in  both  which  I  would 
fLirup  Yonrpnre  tjcdie  ibe  attention  and  caution  of  fincere  fouls  among 
tmmiiby  way  of  „0lt-  that  arc  not  vn  corrupted  in  the  faith,  but  need 
\  OLi  VI.  +  11  tO 


114'  *fhe 


1  Tliat  TCTnay 
be  mindfuj  *frhc 
w«nl*  which 
frcre  fpoltcn  be* 
fore  t>jr  tbc  ho* 
ly  [ii(Tphtr.if flOtl 
oKthevofninitifri* 
ment  of  n«  the 
atmltlcft  of  the 
Jjord  a  Ad  Sari* 
durs 


^KntvartngthiJ 
firft,  that  there 
lit  all  nunc  i  lithe 
laii  diiyt  fcof- 
ftr«i  wiikin^jt* 
tdr  their  owtf 
lulls. 


4  4nd  facing* 
Mlicre  i*  the 

pronnfe  nf  hit 
coming?  ft  irfinre 
the  fadicrs  fell 
aflcep.al]  things 
ceiruinjeat^frfT 
ip<’^  from  the 
beginning  of  the 
creation. 
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to  be  armed  againft  falfe  teachers,  by  reminding  and 
foleir.nl  y  warning  fuch  of  you,  again  and  again,  (chap, 
t.  13.)  nf  their  dcftrucltve  fc hemes  and  attempts  to  o- 
verthrow  your  faith  and  hope,  hoi  in  eft  and  joy. 

2.  I  am  earned)?  deiirous  that  ye  may  bear  in  mind, 
and  ferioufly  reflett  upon  the  predt&ions  and  do£hines, 
which  were  delivered  in  former  times  hy  holy  men  af 
Gody  who  fpake  at  they  were  rfoijtd.  by  the  Holy  Gbo/l ; 
(chap,  i,  21.)  and  were  mote  lately  confirmed  by  the 
commandment,  which  we,  the  itifpired  a  potties  of  our 
Lord  Jefus,  the  King  and  Saviour  of  the  church,  bare 
received  from  him,  and  delivered  in  word  and  writing 
to  you,  as  about  other  things,  fb  particularly  about  bis 
fccond  coming  tojudgement,  (chap.  i.  1 6-j  that  ye  may 
be  fortified  again  ft  the  pernicious  influence  of  fewt  and 
open  reducers,  and  not  be  (tumbled  at  them. 

3.  Efpecially  fince  ye  have  been  for  warned,  and  may 
well  know,  (Jude  ver.  17.  18.)  that'  in  this  lift  age  of 
God's  difpen&tions  toward  the  church,  there  .would  a- 
tife  among  them'  profane  defpifers  and  deriders  of  the 
moil  important  points  of  divine  revelation  i  mSen,  who 
in  the  courfe  of  their  lives  give  tbemfelves  up  to,  and 
follow  their  own  carnal  devices  and  corrupt  inclinations, 
paflions  and  appetites. 

4.  And,  under  the  power  of  infidelity,  they  are 
continually  faying  in  a  vfayof  tat?  fit,  jeer,  and  in  full, 
like  thofe  ancient  fanners,  Let  Mm  mate  /peed  and 
hafitn  hit  usrl,  that  we  may  fee  it.  (Ifa.  v.  19.)  What 
is  become  of  the  prooiifc  of  your  Lord’s  appearing  as 
judge  of  the  world,  (ver.  7.)  to  put  aft  end  to  the  pre- 
fent  f.  ame  of  nature }  and  to  take  vengeance  on  bis  e- 
nemies,  and  deliver  his  followers  out  of  alt  their  trou¬ 
bles,  which  ye  Chriftians  fb  confidently  talk  of,  and 
exprd  On  the  foot  of  divine  predictions  ?  ^Vbcre  is  there 
any  Ijgn  of  this  i  t)o  not  ye  plainly  foe  that  it  is  ail 
fancy  and  dclufion,  and  .that  there  i&  nothfrig  in  it  ? 
For  ever  fince  the  days  of  our  fathers,  who,  ye  far,  bad 
the  proto  ife  of  it,  and  foretold  it,  but  who  are  long  ago 
desd  and  gone,  or,  as  ye  call  it,  are  fallen  afleep  to  a- 
wake  again  at  the  general  rcfurre£lion,  all  things  in 
the  whole  Coorfe  of  nature  continue,  without'  any  re¬ 
markable  alteration,  juft  the  fame  as  they  were,  even 
from  the  beginning  of  die  world  to  this  very  day.  Thus 
thefe  mockers  vainly  argue  that,  beeaufc  Chrift  is  no: 
yet  come  to  judgement,  he  never  will,  But^ll  this 
reafoning  and  ridicule  is  entirely  groundleft  ind  mere 
trifling }  it  proceeds  only  from  the  blindftefg  and  per- 
verfeneft  of  their  own  corrupt  hearts  aod  minds.  .. 

'  j.For 


5  For  tb'j 
ilu*y  willingly 
are  i^nnnint  of, 
that  i>ytheirortl 
of  God  rbe  be*- 
v«n\V«K  dfoUi 
and  the  earth 
Jtandtng  ont  of 
the  filter,  and 
hi  tke  Watfr* 
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5*  Fpr  they  wllfttlly  (hut  their  eyes  againft  theferip* 
ture- account  of  the  great  things,  that  God  has  done  in 
his  owtK.  time,  which*  might  misty  them,  that  as  all 
things  are  portable  to  him;  To  no  argument  can  be 
drawn  agVmft  his  never  doing  what  he  has  not  yet  £een 
fit  to^  do;  They  will  not  ferioyfly  cpnOder,  as  they 
ought,  that,  after  an  immenfe  duration  from  all  eter¬ 
nity  had  run  out,  he  by  a  fovereign  almighty  command, 
faying.  Let  it  be  foy  and  it  vms  fo%  created,  above  four 
iboufaod  years  ago,  the  aereal  heavens,  (fee  the  note 
on  ver.  7  )  with  all  the  waters  in  the  firmament ;  and 
the  earth,  cdnlifting  of  land  and  fe»,  railing  the  dry 
land  above  the  furface  of  the  fea‘,  to  which  he  fet 
bounds*  (Gen.  i.  6‘--ro.  and  Pf.  civ*  9,)  and  placing 
feme  pm  o t  the  earth  under  the  waters,  and  encom* 
parting  and  moiftenlng  the  reft  with  them,tharthe 
dry  land  might  not  crumble,  to  pieces* ■ 

6,  By  means  of  which  waters  from  the  heavens  a* 
hove  and  the  great  deep  below,  the  old  world,  after  it 
had  continued  111  the  fahne  ftate  about  fixtetn  hundred 
and  fifty*fiic  .yeafs,  was  overflowed;  and  all  mankind, 
except  eight  perfons*  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  it.  y.)  were 
utterly  deftroyed  by  the  univerfal  deluge;  (Gen*  vji* 
i  e— *23.)  So  that  there  is  no  room  to  pretend,  that  all 
things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the 
creation;  or  that  any  length  of  forbearance  can  pre~ 
vent  an  accompiifhment  of  the  prophecies,  of  Ohrid's 
coming  to  judge  the  world  at  the  la  ft  day;  which  will 
bring  a  more  terrible  definition  upon  the  wicked  than 
was  fullered  by  Noah's  flood,  after  it  had  been  foretold 
an  hundred  and  twenty  years*  (Gen.  vi.  3,) 

7*  But  the  aerial  heavens  *  and  this  earth,  as  fub- 
lifting  in  their  prefent  form,  are  kept  in  their  courfes  as 
fecure  as  a  treafure,  (i-iO^Af iw  )  according  to 
Cod's  promife,  (Gcn.viiu  22.}  by  the  fame  powerful 
and  effetive  word  of  command,  which  at  fifft  created, 
and  afterwards  brought  definition  upon  them;  iJuc 
they  are  To  far  from  being  deftgned  to  abide  for  ever, 
that  they  are  only  referred  for  the  appointed  feafcn  of 
H  2  their 


tSWherebythe 
world  that  then 
wai,  being  over- 
Huw«lwitb  iva* 
ter,  |ttri(hed' 


7  lint  the  Irea- 
vvns  end  the 
earth'rhirhar^ 
jiov,  Intb^me 
word  ate  kept 
iu  ftorc,  referr¬ 
ed  unto  fire, 
gat  oft  the  day 
rtf  judgment* 
and  pefdltiftn  uf 
ungodly  men. 


O  T  E. 


*  By  the  hei^nt,  ns  I  take  !r,  it 
meant  litre,  and  *n  _vcr,  S-  che  acrcal 
heaven,  the  plural  hein*  pm,  by  an  a* 
number,  for  tl>t  lin^nlar,  at 
]t  fr«i|pently  is  in  other  places;  {fee  the 
note  on  Macth.  x\t.  7 )  for  the  heavens 
ntid  the  earth  are  here  f|wkeii  of  ip  op. 
fm  jit  ion  to  tbnfc  of  the  old  world,  which 
ornld  mean  nocking  more  than  the 
earth  and  it*  former  atmofpktire,  the 


ftate  of  which  underwent  3  £reat  altr- 
ration  by  the  flood  ;  ami  as  the  water* 
of  the  hrnveni  and  the  earth  n 

preparation  of  materials  fbr  the  nuiver- 
fat  delude,  fo  are  the  fiery  comets  in.  the 
air,  aud  lubterriinenm  fires  in  che  earth 
lor  ike  nniverfal  conUagrcttrnp  of  the 
world,  which  will  not  !w  till  the  day 
of  judgment.  See  Ur  Whitby  note. 
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their  final  di  Ablution,  which  will  be*  not  by  water*  as 
before*  (Gen.  ix.  9**-u.)  but  by  an  univetTal  confla¬ 
gration*  that  will  fet  them  all  on  fire*  ant!  confume 
them  at  the  general  judgement  of  the  great  day  •,  which 
wil!  certain!)'  be  the  moil  dreadfulthat  ever  was  known 
to  all  impious  fcoflers  at  it*  and  to  all  that  fear  not 
God*  and  defpife  the  only  Saviour*  who  are  referred 
lor  deftrnftioaagainft  that  awful  day. 

8  Hot.  hclovcd  8.  Bur,  though  ungodly  mcQ  raife  objeQiorjs  again  It 
(>c  »»t  ignorant  ihe  promifc  of  ChrifTs  coming  to  judgement,  as  if  it 
Tha'^oneVnyw  nevcT  would  he  fulfilled,  becaufc  fo  long  a  time  is  al- 
with  tbe  Lord  ready  paft  without  any  vitthle  appearance  of  it ;  (ver.  4.) 
'•*  a  thonfjiul  and  though  hccaufe  fetitence  again (l  their  evil  works  is 
year*,  and  a  not  fpeetli!j  executed  i  their  hearts  are  full}  fet  in  them 
A3  one  day.  to  do  evtl9  (licclef- ?uu  n*J  Yet,  my  clear  Chrmian 
brethren,  whom  I  confider  as  beloved  of  the  Lord,  I 
would  not  have  you  ftrangers  to*  or  unmindful  of  this 
one  thought,  which'  is  enough  to  confute  their  vain  and 
ignorant  cavils,  and  to  quiet  your  own  minds,  namejy, 
that  with  the  eternal  Jehovah,  who  is  from  everlafting 
to  evertofting  God,  and  beholds  all  things  paft,  prefent, 
and  to  come,  in  one  comprehenGve  view,  a  day  and  a 
I  ho  u  fond  years  arc  equally  but  as  a  point  of  time,  com¬ 
pared  with  his  own  immenfc  duration  without  begin¬ 
ning,  change  or  end,  (Pf.  xc.  2,  4,)  and  that,  in  his 
account,  the  iongeft  fucccffion  of  years  is  infinitely  lefo 
than  a  fingie  day  is  in  oar  ways  of  reckoning,  for  ful¬ 
filling  his  purpofes  ami  prumifes ;  the  precife  time  of 
which  he  has  fixed,  but  referved  as  a  fccrct  in  his  own 
breaft. 


.  9  Tht  Lord  is 

noi  flack  run- 
rcnditghia  pro- 
11  j*tc,  {as  fume 
men  wunilhck* 
jiefs)  bnt  Islottg 
Jtiffirring  to  m- 
w*rd,  not  wil* 
Jtng  that  nny 
ijmnld  peridi* 
.  hnt  that  &U 
Ihoiild  cninc  to 
jepe  luancc* 


p  As  to  the  great  promife  in  particular,  which  we' 
dre  fpeaking  of,  the  Lord  is  not  dilatory  in  performing 
Jtr  as  fome  libertines  impioutly  foggeft,  to  drfcredit  the 
thing  itfelf  \  or,  as  fQme  of  his  own  people  maybe 
apt  to  think,  through  the  workings  of  totf  much  impa¬ 
tience  ^nd  unbelief,  under  their  prefen t  burdens  of  fin 
and  forrow  :  But  it  may  be  fard  in  this  cafe,  as  in  a  pro¬ 
phecy  of  the  MefiiahY  days,  (Habak.  ii,  3,)  The  vi - 
fion  is  for  an  appointed' time ;  but  at  the  end  it /ball 
,  /peak  and  not  He  ;  though  it  tafry^  wait  for  it  ;  hecaufe 
it  will  fnrely  rcmet  it  will  not  tarry  one  moment  be¬ 
yond  its  fet  time  :  And  what  fome  fcoflers  may  count 
liich  a  delay,  as  defeats  all  expect  a  tion  of  the' event,  is 
only  an  ncrcifcof  the  kind  long-fuffering  and  forbear¬ 
ance  of  God  towards  us,  #who  are  the  obje£U  of  his 

fpccial 

NOTE, 


*  A*  the  ptrfuus  here  meant  Ity  atJ,  with,  And  sre  apparently  uil  along  in 
art  focli  U  the  apofUe  ranked  hiinTeir  this  chapter,  dtiUxHn,  filed  front  feraew 

.  aud 


Tl_  '** 

uu 


in  Blit  the  day 
nl'l’rc 

cone  as  a  thief 
iri  the  night; 
ia  the  which  the 
heavens  iball 
pa  ft  away  with 
a  great  noife, 
um[  the  ele¬ 
ments  fha  tl  melt 
wirh  fervent 
heat,  the  earth 
:dft  ami  tbe 
wods  that  arc 
therein  ihall  be 
burnt  tip* 
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j|H_ 

fpectal  lovej^that  the  whole  number  of  our  body,  who 
belong  to  the  election  of  grace,  (Rom.  xi.  5.)  may  be 
caiJed  in  their  feveral  generations he  having  determi¬ 
ned  in  his  eternal  wifdom  and  will,  that  none  of  thefe 
fhould  perifhwith  the  (coffers  and  ungodly  before  men¬ 
tioned  i  (ver.  3,  7.)  but  that  all  and  every  one  of  them 
fhould  be  turned  from  their  iniquities,  and  be  brought 
by  his  grace,  to  that  evangelical  repentance,  which  is 
to  life  and  falvadon.  (ver.  15.) 

ig.  But  how  long  foever  God  may  defer  the ‘day  of' 
final  reckoning  and  retribution,  which  may  be  empha¬ 
tically  filled  the  great  day  (Jude  ver.  <5.)  the  day  nf  tbs 
J-rord  Jcfus,  and  the  day  of  Chrift,  (1  Cor.  i.  8.  and 
v.  5.  2  Cur.  i.  14.  and  Phil.  i.  6,  io-)  as  he  will  then 
appear  in  all  hts«glory  to  judge  the  world,  this  folemn. 
day  or  time  will  certainly  come  in  its  appointed  feafou, 
and  that  at  unawares,  as  fuddenly  and  unexpeftedly  to 
nil,  and  with  as  much  terror  to  the  wicked,  as  a  thief’s 
breaking  into  a  man’s  houfe  in  the  dead  of  the  night, 
while  he  is  fall  afleep,  and  has  no  thought  about  it. 
An  awful  day  this  will  be  to  the  conflenmion  and  ruin 
of  thofe  that  are  not  prepared  for  it,  in  which  the  pre-. 
fent  (late  of  the  aerial  heavens  will  come  to  a  period, 
H  3  (fee 


n  o 

ami  ungodly  men,  {ver.  3.  70  «** 

iviUing  t  hat  ttnt  Jbostli  ptt  fjht  &c.  ft  ems 
to  refer  to  tWe  who  are  often  called 
Itiduvcd  to  the  context,  and  particular¬ 
ly  i;i  the  iii'L'L'odtuir  vc-i  fc,  which  may 
iu  rurally  iiu-hufc,  ar  teaft,  their  be ivy 
i  j/G'j  (t  it  is  r&prdScd  Rmm  1, 

7.  ;uid  who  had  been  fpoken  of  at  bjr 
i/A-jf  ci t.ihiv'd  ike  prrt\$m  faith  at  the 
beginning  of  thi*  cyiJtlc,  {chap.  f  l.Jand 
ftilftd  shh  accvr&ux  fa  the  fertkwwi-dgt 
tf  GV/  the  Father.  *  j  eoikic  i.  And 
as  it  cannot  reaftmtbly  he  Thought  that* 
the  long  liiffcring  of  God  sfij  defigned 
l‘»r  thu  l>  Wat  Ion  of  tUofo  Jenifer*  an  l 
ungodly  pitn,  who  arc  refer ved  Jbr  de- 
jtrurtmn,  together  with  the  heaven*  and 
ilic  earth,  lift  the  day  of  judgement, 
tv t*r*  ; , )  ft  Ij is  Utig-f&JfjrfNg  t*  us-wird 
mi]/  heit  he  uneforiiund  rrluting  10 
tharclefh  inclufive  nf  thrift  of  them  that 
were  iti'l  10  be  called  in  their  fu receive 
generation* ,  who,  as  one  body,  or  one 
liirt  of  peoplc>  may  he  fpnken  of  by  the 
a|i<iLttein  toe  ftHV  perftn  plural  as  the 
whole  church,  inchdive  »f  thole  that 
Jli? 1 1  be  alive  at  the  Jecnmt  coining  of 
i-hrilif  are  in  1  Thef.  iv,  15.  17-  {Sec 
fhv  note  there,  ait  d  the  paraph  raft 


T  E. 

Mauh.  xxlv*  a*  J  Accordingly,  the  de- 
fign  of  God  in  hh  long* furring  toward 
them  ft,  that  mut  of  them  firtuiJ pertfij 
hut  that  att  of  them  fctuH  coxse  ta  ms 
pent  a  at  e  in  their  proper  Jc^fon,  Opr  if 
iitflend  /v  r/s-warJ  '«$  we  mini  it 

of  the  reading  of  the  Ale%  andrian  and 
SicvfiLi'j  copies  which  hive  it  /?r  wir, 
or  for  y4#r  J  ike  i,  fJ/  ou*;)  and  are  ftl- 
lowed  i»y  the  Syriac,  Kith  to  pic*  and  ft- 
veral  orber  vcrfiomu  pride  Mil.  lit  inc.) 
it  amounts  iq  wtieh  |W  ftme.---— J,ut  if, 
after  at),  any.  will  inllft  upon  it,  that 
what  the  a  pottle  here  f;tys  ft  to  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  m-mkind  in  general,  hi  mean¬ 
ing/  on  this  fuppiduion,  may  hej  a* 
Cnuioch  and  Hyhlwve  oivt-n  ir, 
tint  the  T.ord  defers  liis  mining  in  h;x 
great  long  fuflering  and  patience  t«- 
w^rd  Jiuner**  to  aiTm'd  all  of  them  the 
iiliiwit  opponnntticji  of  feeing  their  er¬ 
ror*,  nnd  reforming  their  practices;  it 
being  his  delign  to  do  yl1t  that: 

his  jnftiec  and  goodneft  will  permit,  ibi* 
their  (aWation;  or  be  not  being  wil¬ 
ling,  ft  faros  may  omiliit  with  his  infi¬ 
nite  wsfiloin,  juft  ire  siml  goodurfs^  that 
any  flinuul  pcrifU,  hot  that  all  Ihuuld 
coine  10  repentance. 


nS  The  Second  Eftjllc  of  Peter  p&raphrafed.  Ch.  iii. 


II  Seeing fh*n 
tb;it  all  thefe 
things  fhall  be 
(fiflmvcd,  what 
manner  of  per- 
fftri5  ought  ye  to 
be  iii  alt  holy 
vofivcrPatinu 

and  gudlincji. 


1 3  T.nok  itipfhrt 
and  hiillinir  un¬ 
to  the  corn iagef 
the  day  of  Godf 
where  i  11th  ehea- 
vt-H*  heijig  on 
fire  Ibail  be  cljf- 
Jblvd(  and  the 
elcmeuts  Hull 
Jfcclt  with  fer* 
>coc  h«»tj 


13  NtYrrthc- 
(eft  we  actord- 
hi  ft  to  his  pro- 
mile.  loot  for 
new  h*:i  veil*, 
and  a  nnvearth-, 
V'bfrcin’  dwell* 
rUi  rifrhtcnnf 
twh,  ■  *  ' 


(fee  the  note  on  vcr.  7-)  by  an  univerfal  convulfton  of 
all  nature  with  a  rapid  motion  and  horrid  roar,  iike  z 
violent  ftorm  or  temped)  and  all  the  component  prin¬ 
ciple  of  elementary  fub fiances  (ball  melt,  tike  wax, 
through  CKCeflive  heat  in  the  general  conflagration;  ami 
this  earth  with  all  ite  rich  and  {lately  furniture  of  na¬ 
ture  and  art,  which  carnal  men  place  their  happituis 
iitj  thall  be  burnt  to  allies. 

1 1 ,  Since  therefore  it  h  certain  that  the  prefent  frame 
of  this  world*  and  alt  its  fen  drive  enjoyments,  fhall  be 
thus  amazingly  and  entirely  reduced  to  a  diilblutiou ; 
how  ftiould  your  affect  ions,  who  profefs  to  be  rifen  with 
Chrift,  be  fet  on  things  above,  and  not  on  things  of 
the  earth  l  (Col.  iii-  i,  2.)  And  with  what  Watchful- 
ntfs,  care  and  circurofpetlion  ought  ye  to  behave  in  alt 
manner  of  purity  and  holinefs  of  Jieart  and  life  toward 
Cod  and  man,  and  in  the  exercife  of  every  giace  and 
dife barge  of  every  religious  duty,  with  a  (ledfaftntfs, 
per  fcYcra  rice,  and  increafing  fervour,  during  your  Ihori 
and  uncertain  abode  in  the  body  i 

12,  How  important  and  becoming  is  this  for  per- 
fons  of  your  charafter,  who  are  expefring,  looking, 
longing,  and  tending  in  your  earndl  prayers,  defires, 
hopes  and  preparations  for  the  time,  +wbcn  that  final 
decifive  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus  (hall  come  according  to 
divine  appointment,  in  which,  as  has  been  pbfetYnl 
(ver.  ic.)  the  acreal  heavens  being  all  in  a  flame  fhall 
be  deftroyed,  and  all  the  conflitucm  principles  of  the 
attnofpherc,  together ‘with  the  earth  and  all  things  in  ir, 
(hall  be  melted  down  by  an  imenfe  diftblving  heat,  in¬ 
to  a  confufcd  chaos,  like  that,  out  of  which  they  were 
originally  formed  l  (Gen,  i.  i,)  ‘ 

13,  bleverihelefs,.as  the  particles  of  matter,  that 
compofc  thofe  bodies,  will  net  be  annihilated,  though 
wonderfully  altered  from  what  they  are;in  their  prefect 
contexture;  we,  who  jjdieve  in  Jefus,  are  fupporled 
under  prefent  calamities,  and  awful  profpe£ls  of  this 
tremendous  cataftrbphe,  with  joyful  hopes  of  its  turning 
to  our  unfpeakablc  happfncfs  and  glory  ;  while  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  true  arid  faithful  promife  of  our  .Gwr,  (Jfa, 
Jxv.  17*  and  fxvi.  12.)  f  we  expeO:  and  long  for  a  gin- 


nous 


v  o  t  F. 

■New  Jiwcns  aeiJ  a  new  tartly  tiling  that  wr  hok  (hr,  be  imm- 
fn  the  flilf  of  tjie  Prophet  ffalah  ducctf  at  (he  fait  day:  And,  noAilily, 

itrong  Chirrs  to  rrjirrfent  tIio  glorious  now  a  new  earth*  ®f  a  more 

than^.  ^hat  flumlrt'  lie  inndt  in  tlnr'At**  refined  and  exrei;cht  Jnatnnt  than  the 
fatvs  ot  tV.c  church  under  the  gtripul  dif*  pvcftjit,  nny  in  a  literal  fienfe  he  ctch* 
pcitfatiojn  with  nn  ultimate  reference  nut  of  the  difihked  maTeriulftj  to  be 
to  rue  much  more  glorious  itatc  et*  the  Habitation  of  the  faints  for  ever- 


Ch.  iil.  The  Second  Epifile  ^Peter  faraphrafed.  up 

rions  and  refining  change  of  the  prefent  (late  of  things, 
which  for  its  excellency,  as  the  produft  of  the  almighty 
power  and  goodnefs  that  created  this  world,  may  well 
be  Ailed  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  in  which  will 
be  nothing  that  defiles,  but  all  fpotlefs  purity  ;  and  in 
'which  none  but  righteous  and  holy  perfons  {hall  dwell 
for  ever.  (Rev.  xxi.  27.) 

1 4  Wherefore,  14,  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  fince  on  the 
that^e'look  for  ^oot  of  divine  revelation,  ye  eirncftly  dclire,  andjuftly 
r,trih  ythiop,  be  hope  for  foch  a  glorious  and  blefled  alteration  of  the 
iiiiigcnt  that  ye  whole  frame  of  nature,’  when  Chritt  (hall  come  to  judge 
maybe  found  of  world  at  the  (all  day,  let  it  be  your  utmoft  care  and 
without  endeavour  through  grace,  to  behave  as  becomes  the  ex- 

aadUameieit:’  pe&aots  of  fuch  wonderful  events,  that  ye  may  meet 
'  the  Lord  Jefus,  whenever  the^  come  to  pafs,  without 
terror,  and  may  be  found  by  him  as  your  jadge»-and  is 
him  with  acceptance,  comfort  and  holy  bofdnefs,  as 
walhed  in  his  blood,  and  fan&ified* by  his  fpirit;  and 
fo  may  be,  not  like  thofe  that  are  fpots  and  blemilhes 
to  Chriftian  focieties  (chap.  ii.  13.)  but  may  appear  be¬ 
fore  him  holy  and  without  biemtlh,  free  from  all  de¬ 
filement,  as  well  as  condemnation.  (Eph.  v,  27.) 

1$  Audaccnunc  !5‘  10  encourage  you  hereunto,  fet  it  down  as 

fhtit  the  tang-  a  fure  principle  in  your  own  minds,  that  the  great  pa- 
fuflering  of  our  tietice  and  long  forbearance  of  our  Lord  towards  a  fin- 
nn^even^at our  ^  wor^»  which  his  enemies,  to  countenance  their 
beloved  brother  unbelief  of  his  ever  coming,  call  (lack nefs,  is  really 
Paul  alf»,  ac  defigned  for,  tends  ter,  and  (hall  iflue  in,  not  only  your 
cording  to  the  own  complete  falvation,  but  likewife  in  the  falvationof 
unti»0'itin>.Bbath  the  wbole  number  of  God’s  elefl :  fee  the  note  on 
written  '  unto  ver.  9.)  And  the.  point  I  have  been  principally  infilling 
you;  upon  is  quite  agreeable  to  what  our  dearly  beloved  bro¬ 

ther  in  the  Lord  and  my  fellow  apoftle  Paul,  lias  atfo 
delivered  in  his  epiftle  to  profcfimg  ChrSflians  of  your 
own  nation,  *  (Heb.  ix.  27,  28.'  and  x.  36.  37.)  which 

he 

NOTE. 

But,  whatever  the  meaning  be,  they  are  |xifetlie  reference  it  to  tliofc  epiflieg  ro 
lucceed  ihc  diiroltition  of  the  prdint  Oemilc  churches  !n  Afia  Minor*  to 
Iram*  ofilie  hea^iis  and  tk  «ar?h  which  the  Apoftle  Paul  wnttf.— Bur 
li rCf  and  the  day  of  judgment  (ver,  iCh-  our  Apnftlc  iVcm?  to  refer  to  ionic  nut?, 
13)  and  therefore  feem  to  have  no  re-  of  Paul's  epiiHes  in  particular,  with  a 
latlnn  to  the  thou  fond  year*  of  Chrift’s  di  (Unction  of  it  from  all  h*  other  **~ 
"ioriuus  reign  on  earth,  which  4  fo  prt-  pilUes ;  a  fid  1  cannot  but  think  that  ft- 
ccde  theft  great  events,  {Sfe  thtf  note  veral  paflqgrs  in  our  Apnlllcfr  turo  «--» 
Kcv.  xxl.  I  )  piftlts  iuVmediateTy  )>olnt  to  Jewilli 

*  Hath  written  to  you  is  generally  Cbriftiuis;  {See  the  preface  to  this  firll 
undcrLtood  as  referring  to  tbeepiftlt  to  cpiftle)  and  that  the  reference  U  more 
the  Hfbi'evs,  by  mnft  commentators*  probably  to  the  general  epiftle  to  the 
who  rake  the  Apoftle  Peter's  epiltlc$  to  Hebrews,  than  to  any  c  pi  ft  If  that 
have  been  wrote  to  the  converted  Jews .  was  directed  to  only  gnu  particular 
IJut  fmne,  who  take  it  to  have  been  churclu 
vrroic  to  the  coti verted  GcnUkf,  fup- 
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Cb,  iii- 


The  Sccsnd  EpifiU  of  Peter  p&rapbrafsd.: 


i6  As  alfb  in 

all  bis  epiftles, 
fpeakrti^iuthem 
of  UlcJb  tiling  : 
in  \v  hull  arc 
fametiiin^  hard 
to  he  under  ft  owl 
'which  they  that 
are  unlearned, 
and  unity  Me 

wreft,  as  the 7  4q 

alio  the  other 
firriptures,  unto 
ilicir  liuit  Jc* 
Jtrjdiou, 


j7  Ve  there¬ 
fore,  ,  beloved, 
Bering  ye  know 
tLjl*  thing  *  be- 


he  wrote  under  divine  infpii'ation,  according  to  the  e- 
minent  knowledge  that  God  gave  him,  in  which  he 
was  not  a  whit  behind  the  very  chiefeft  apoftlcs.  (2  Ccr, 

xi*  S')  .  , 

1 6.  lie  has  aifo  more  or  leut  iiitimated  things  of  this 
nature  in  the  generality  of  his  other  epiltics,  in  which 
he  warns  Jews,  as  well  as  Gentiles,  again!*  fjlfc  teachers 
and  feducers;  and  lpeaks  of  God's  long- loitering;  of 
Chrjfl's  fecond  coming  and  its  momentous  confe- 
cjuences ;  and  of  believers  patiently  waiting  for  it,  and 
the  like :  Among  which  things  (."  »<f )  there  are,  as  he 
him fclf  fays  to  thofe  Jews  that  were  dull  of  hearing, 
(Heb.  v,  ri)  fome  do&rines,  which  though  certain 
truths,  and  js  plain  in  tbemfelvcs  as  fhdr  fubiime  and 
Ipn'itud!  n^iuiL  well  aduiic  of,  art.  true  zjfilr  dpprch end¬ 
ed  and  received  by  prejudiced  and  weak  mind? ;  and 
which,  through  the  darknds,  pride  and  corruptions  jof 
men’s  own  hearts,  they  that  aie  not  taugjv  of  God  by 
his  Spirit!]  but  arc  itnikilful  in  the  word  of  rightconi- 
nef?,  or  are  fccptical  and  unfelEled  in  their  principles, 
wrack  and  torture  to  a  wrong  meaning,  and  pervert 
the  fenfc  and  ufe.ot  them,  as  they  likewife  do  many  o* 
ther  paflages  of  holy  writ,  both  of  the  Old  and  New 
Tcdament,  to  their  own  cverlafling  perdition  with  high 
aggravations  of  their  guilt,  inftead  of  receiving  them 
with  meeknefs  and  improving  them,  as  means  of  ma¬ 
king  them  wife  to  falvatiou,  through  faith  in  Chrift 
Jefns.  (t  Tim.  iii.  15. 

j  7.  Since  therefore  ye  my  dear  brethren,  are  fore* 
warned  of  all  thefe  things,  and  fo  forearmed  againft 
crafty  feducers ;  and  finte  ye  know  beforehand,  that 

Chriit 


K'  O 

t  Thev  that  are  unlearned  rlnn’i  here 
ire  an  illiterate  perfous,  aocordinir  ru 
iMjr  com  snap  11  fW  of  that  word  ;  hut  it  U 
po  be  HTtderitnod  oft  ho  ft  tliaf  arc  Jiv^k- 
jcti  to  att  true  principles  nfrvlbjoii,  nr 
Jiucluatinij  in  their  notions  ^bnitt  iir, 
thr^iigii  the  corruptions  or  their  oVn 
hearts,  and  fo  ibm£  ;hhi^  in  tlir  a  polite 
P-nil's  vriihig*  were  hard  tor  them  to 
iuutertLuid*  bcpjitfe  jhey  could  not  fe- 
jffti  them,  a;  well  ns  that  there  urexc 
bt  hereof  too  'Jpii£ttiftl  And  fublbnc  ti 
jiaiur*  Jor  their  injiulicte;*s  and  earr^J 
mind*  to  rake  in,  or  indeed  tbr  on  y  fh 
hire  mind  fully  to  comprehend.  3>v>; 
ibis  fe  no  argument  cither  agaiuft  the 
wrlpiLnitY  of  iVripture,  especially  in 
jW-g*  th-.it  arc  nrcelfary  to  frWatlanj 
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nrapalnft  the  cpmtjmn  people-*  read- 
inirth^m;  for  l  bough  rhr  apofttc  fry*, 
that  Ionic  tiling  in  PaiiTi  cpUHe*,  Le 
does  nor  fry  that  the  epiftles  thcjtifelves, 
or  that  many,  much  left  utl  of  their; 
are  hard  ro  he  muh  ii^il,  hut  «ircs  an 
honourable  teftfrrutiY  to  him  unit  his  c- 
pillla,  Ith  beloved  brother,  win#  h:id 
wrote  them*  *tu&rJipg  to  tie  V'/foet* 
ih-jt  hna ' gtvtn  him ;  apd  it  \s 

Aippofed  that  thefe  unlearned  per* 
rons  did  read  them,  of  it  leaft  heard 
them  reaJ,  wliiVU  he  dot*  not  blame 
them  for,  but  only  ibr  their  making  4 
had  tife  of  them*  aft  many  do  of  the  br^ 
and  moft  nc cellary  thln-^  in  the  world) 
by  perverting  them  to  their  owq  dt- 
It  r  net  bn,  ^  J  r  '  4‘  ^ 


Ch.  ni.  Stfond  •  Bfjfil t  «/Pbtei  poMptrafid.  ifT 

f're,  bew«M  Cbrift  will  ccminly  come  to  judgement,  and  take  ven- 
K-it  «  nUobe*  ^eauce  upon  all  the  ungodly,  have  a  care  left  any  of 
with  tt«cnyr  *oubeing  drawn  a  fide,  “with  other  a^o- 

,ii;  the  wuiiA,  fetes,  from  Bilcn,  -and  from  the  way  of  truth  ahd  ^IK 
tun  from  iiefa^  by  the  taKe  notions,  deceitful  in  finuations  aocjf 
iTeli  •  -  4  ■  tile  ipraaices  {»*?»>*«)  of  impious,  immoral  .and-law-f 
lefo  mci^-ye  fall  from-yourown  liability  i  tv  the  do&rincsy 

Kand  profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  id  which  ye  hive 
to  perfifted.  , 

i3  But  grow  '  *8.  But  to  help  you  againft  all  dedcnGons  and  re- 
i-t  irt-iife.  m<i  <«-  voks,  let-  it  be  your,  earned  prayer*  and  endeavour  iit 

i.,«  k«w-kdge  an 

proper  means*  to  be  progreffive  in  daily 
«ercifes  and  incrcafes  of  every  Chriftian  grace*  as  aUb 
LjjHitt  T*  him  in  an  abiding  fenfe  of  the  free  love  and  favour  of  God, 
I'f  g\ncy  both  according  to  the  gofpel*  and  in  a  dear,  fiducial, prate. 

t’ca^  an<^  experimental  acquaintance  with  the^peribn 
and  oflices,  doftrines,  promifrs,  and  commandments 
of  our  divine  Lord  and  all-fuflident  Saviour  Jefos 
Cbrift,  and  vtth  your  own  perfonat  imereti  in  bim : 
To  whom  heafcrihed,  as  is  tnoft  juftlr  due,  aJJ  adora¬ 
tion,  worfhip  and  honour,.  henceforth  and  for  ever* 
May  we/  together  with  all  the  faints  and  angels,  fin- 
cendy  add,  in  teftimony  of  our  zpprobarion,  hope  and 
aflurance  of  its  being  fo,  Amur ! 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  need  bwewc  to  be  often  reminded  of  the  doctrine*  and  command - 
tnrnU  that  are  delivered  to  us  by  our  Lord  Jcfua  and  his  infptred  prophets  and 
tifw>Jlirs;  and  to  be  cautioned  againft  the  errors  and  evil  practices  of  wicked 
r.«d  ikfiexiing  men,  that  we  may  not  be  un  fettled  in  our  religious  principles  by. 
i(,rm  !  And  how  important  is  it  to  believers,  for  preventing  this  evil,  that  they 
-  mu;  in  ^raee  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  all  their  days  !  Thv  great  doc- 
uv.&$  wf  tf i vine  revelation  are  evidently  confirmed  by  the  harmony  of  infplred 
iv  i  irirtfra,  both  of  the  OH  and  Hew  Teftament ;  and  yet,  ahu& !  How  many  are 
Him*  who,  through  wilful  blindnefs  and  prejudices,  ridicule,  and  raife  ground* 
kfs  o^edtiona  agriitft  the  jnoft  intcrcfHnjr  points  of  faith,  like  that  ofChrlft** 
coming  to  judgment !  And  how  many  that  have  not  learnt  the  firR  principles 
of  the  oracltsof  God,  but  are  of  a  feeptical  temper,  and  pervert  the  plain 
rtti'ar*in>?  of  various  icripturcs  to  their  own  deft ru£t ion  !  But  the  word  of  the 
Lord  f-ands  fall  for  ever  ;  and  the  proKufc  of  Ohrid's  fcccmcl  coming  fhall  cer¬ 
tainly  be  fulfilled  is  its  appointed  ftafon,  to  the  joy  of  the  films,  and  tbe  con* 
iViijfi  of  finutr*.  A i  tins  world  n-aa  once  deftroyed  by  an  umverfal  driuge  of 
v.-n*r;  in  the  whole  fyftcm  of  its  prefect  frame  lhall  hereafter  be  fet  on  fire, 
ft: Helved  and  burnt  up  by  an  universal  bfcri.£  of  melting  heat,  to  which  it  is  re- 
femV.  againft  the  clay  of  judgement,  ami  perdition  of  ungodly  nxa,  who  (hall 
\y-  cur fur  ever  with  unquenchable  (hurts/  But  U  what  a  magnificent 
ftaic  of  blits  And  plory  in  the  new  heaven#  and  new  earth,  nil  refined,  pure  n.d 
hily*i! sail  the  habitatiun  of  the  righteous  be,  without  any  mixture  of  fin  or 
ilur^rs)  How  ftjon  this  fin  i  thing  day  will  come,  the  Lord  only  knows,  but  it 
certainly  will  cumc*  smL  that  as  fuddcnly  anti  unexpectedly  as  a  thief  in  the 
jir^ht,  with  terrible  furprife  to  all  that  lb  all  be  unprepared  Tor  it*  Some  indeed 

would  fufpeft  that,  Lccmfc  it  is  hitherto  deferred,  it  never  will  be  at  aJL  Vain 
'  .  :  * 
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and  foolifli  thought  !  A  thoufand  years  are  infinitely  kfs  in  tbe  account  of  the 
eternal  and  unchangeable  God,  than  one  day,  is  in  ours ;  and  what  may  feem 
to  be  a  delay  in  tbe  opinion  of  Tome,  is  only  his  long  forbearance  and  patience 
towards  a  finful  world,  till  all  all  his  elect  be  gathered  in,  that  every  one  of  them 
may  be  brought  to  Caving  repentance*  Since  therefore  we,  who  believe  in  jefut, 
know  that  there  wilt  be  a  total  difTblutfon  of  this  world  and  of  all  things  in  it ; 
how  circumfpect,  holy,  and  religious,  weaoM  from  the  preftnt  life  and  all  its 
concerns,  ought  we  to  be  in  our  temper  and  behaviour  !  And  fince  we  defire 
and  elpcct  a  perfect  Hate  of  happinefs  in  that  eminent  day  of  the  1-nrd,  and  are 
forewarn'd  of  deceivers,  that  would  turn  us  a  foie  from  him,  and  from  our  way 
to  heaven ;  how  folicitou*  Jhould  we  be  for  conftant  fuppliea  of  grace  to  enable 
us  fo  to  walk  with  God,  as  to  find  favour  and  acceptance  with  him  in  the  brio* 
ved|  till  we  beprefented  holy  and  unblamcable  in  his  figbt  through  JcfusCforift ! 
To  whom  be  glory  and  honour  tlirough  all  ages,  and  for  ever,  Ameu. 
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A  PRACTICAL 

E  X  P  O  SIT  I  ON 

O  F  T  H  E 

Firft:  JEpiftle  general  of  John. 

Jn  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Firft  Epiftle  of  John. 

THOUGH  the  name  of  the  writer  of  this,  and  the  tyro  following 
Ihort  epiftles,  be  not  prefixed  to  them  •,  there  is  neverthelds 
no  room  to  doubt  but  that  it  was  the  Apoftle  John,  whole 
name  is  no  more  mentioned  in  his  gofpel,  than  in  either  of  thefe  e- 
pilUes.  All  antiquity  aferibes  the.  firft  .of  them  to  him ;  and  it*  was 
hot  long  before  the  other  two  were  generally  efteemed  canonical,  and 
received  as  fuchj  and  the  great  fimilitude,  and  even  famenefs  of 
phrafeotogy  and  fpirit,  that  rpns  through  them  all  and  his  gofpel,  carry 
their  own  evidence  of  their  being  wrote  by  the  fame  hand  ;  Accord¬ 
ing^  they  call  a  good  light  one  upon  another %  and  many  paflages  of 
thelc  epiftles  may  be  cleared  up  by  comparing  them  together,  and  with 
the  evangelift. 

The  place  from  whence,  and  the  time  when,  they  were  written 
cannot  be  fuJly  determined  .}  but  they  Teem  to  have  been  fent  from  E- 
phefos,  or  fomp  part  of  Alia  the  left,  where  this  apoftie  chiefly  labour¬ 
ed,  and  before  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalcm,  as  may  be  conjeQurcd 
from  bis  fpeaking  of  the  I  aft  time  as  then  come,  chap.  ii.  18.  which 
probably  relates  to  the  laft  period  of  the  Jewifli  church,  and  ftate, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  which  is  the  laft, 
and  (halt  remain  to. the  end  of  the  world ;  and  from  his  mentioning 
many  antichrifts  and  falfe  teachers,  as  already  appearing,  which  our 
Lord  foretold  would  a  rife  before  the  defolarion  of ‘the  temple,  chap.  ti. 
}8.  and  iv.  i.  compared  with  Match,  xxiv.  24. 

The  perfons,  to  whom  this  epiftle  was  wrote,  were  not  any  parti¬ 
cular  church,  but  all  Chriftians  in  general  of  that  age,  perhaps  prin¬ 
cipally  Jews,  but  inclufive  of  Gentiles,  with  a  view  to  all  fuccecding 
generations  ;  on  which  account  it  is  called  a  general  epiftle.  And  the 
*  immediate 
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immediate  occafion  of  writing  it  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
pernicious  efforts  of  Judaizing  and  antichrittian  teachers,  who  had 
broached  many  grofs  errors  in  doctrine  and  practice,  and  were  the 
fore-  runners  of  others,  who  the  apoftic  forefaw,  by  the  fpirit  of  pro¬ 
phecy,  would  rife  in  after 'ages  to  corrupt  and  trouble  the  church  tin¬ 
der  papal  tyranny,  fuperftition  aud  idolatry:- In  oppolition  to  all  which, 
our  A  pottle's  chief  detign  was  to  dlabhfli  believers  in  the  faith  of 
Chrifl’s  being  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  true  Medial)  ?  to  lead  them  in¬ 
to  affecting  views  of  the  love  of  the  Father  in  fending  him,  and  be* 
flowing  the  moll  glorious  benefits  upon  them  on  his  account  *,  and 
thereby  engaging  their  love  to  him  and  to  one  another,  and  fweetly 
conftraining  them  to  depart  from  all  iniquity,  and  yield  a  cheerful  o- 
bedience  to  all  dirine  commandments,  anfwerable  to  their  high  privi¬ 
leges,  hopes,  aud  obligations. 

He  begins  with  giving  them  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  delivered  to  them  concerning  Chrifl,  that  they  might  (hare, 
and  rejoice  with  himfelf  and  his  fellow  apollles,  in  their  happy  com¬ 
munion  with  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  and  reminds  them  of  their  im¬ 
perfection  through 'indwelling  fin,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  departing  from  the  pra&icc  of  it,  chap.  i.  He  then  comforts 
them  under  a  fenfe  of  the  dtfallowed  bn  that  flill  remained  in  them  } 
but  fltews  that,  if  they  were  real  Chriflians,  their  freedom  from  its 
dominion  mult  be  demon  fir  ated,  by  their  unfeigned  obedience  to 
God’s  commands,  by  their  love  to  the  brethren,  and  luring  loofe  from 
this  world;  and  by  watching  and  guarding  againft  feducers,  in  virtue 
of  the  anointings  of  the  Spirit  which  they  were  favoured  with,  chap.  ii. 
He  thereupon  breaks  out  into*  a  rapturous  admiration  of  the  love  of 
God  in  making  them  his  children  ;  and  infers  from  their  hope  of  per¬ 
fect  holinefs  and  happinefs  with  Chrifl,  that  they  oughc  to  abilain  from 
all  iniquity,  and  live  after  a  holy  rate  and  in  a  cordial  aflc&ion  to  all 
their  Chri Ilian  brethren,  as  thofe  that  are  born  of  God,  and  have  an 
irreconcilcable  averfion  to  fin,  chap.  iii.  From  hence  proceeds  to 
caution  them  againft  hearkening  to  every  pretender  to  the  Spirit,  and 
{hews  how  to  djftinguifh  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  of  error;  and  adds  va¬ 
rious  arguments  to  excite  to  brotherly  love,  chap,  iv.  Sets  before  them 
the  efficacy  of  evangelical  love,  as  fpringing  from  faith  in  Chrift, 
whofe  divine  and  faving  chara&er  is  attcfled  by  three  unexceptionable 
witnefles  in  heaven,  and  three  on  earth,  together  with  that  which  be¬ 
lievers  have  in  themfelvcs;  a  fibres  them  that  all  their  prayers,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  will  of  God,  Avail  he  anfwercd  ;  that  they  who  are  born  of 
God  (ball  be  preferved  from  the  evil  one,  and  are  happily  djftingiiifli- 
cd  from  the  world  which  lies  jn  wickednefej  and  cpndudes  with  aq 
exhortation  to  renounce  all  idolatry,  chap.  v, 
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The  ApbfiU  prefaces  bit  epifilijo  believers  in  general  with  evident  tes¬ 
timonies  to  Chriflj  for  promoting  their  bappinefsandjojt  i.~  4.  Shews 
the  necejfty  of  a  fife  of  holinefs,  in  order  to  communion  with  God, 
and  relieves  them  under  a  fenfe  of  indwelling  Jint  which  they  ought 
humbly  to  acknowledge  JltS  remains  with  them ;  but  from  which  there 
is  an  allciesnjing  virtue  in  the  blood  of  fefus,  5— — to. 

Paraphrase. 

I.  'TTlH  E  dcfign  of  this  epi (Ue  is  to  fet  forth  what 
X  1  and  other  apoftles  of  our  Lord  are  fully,  af¬ 
fined  oft  upon  undemarhle  evidence,  and  carmOtliat  tes¬ 
tify  (A&s  ir.  20.)  concerning  the  peribn  and  faring 
office  of  Chrift.  This  divine  perfoo,  who  in  his  origU 
ginal  nature)  was  before  ail  worlds,  *  truly  and  proper¬ 
ly  God>  the  fame  in  eflcace  with,  though  diftind  in 
perfonality  frtfn  God  the  Father  •,  whom,  when  he  was 
made  flelh  and  dwelt  among!!  us,  (John  i.  i,  2,-.  (4.  fee 
the  notes  there)  wc  often  heard  in  his  puhlic  preaching 
and  private  difeourfes  }  whom  we  alfo  have  feen  with 
our  own  eyes,  as  at  nanthcrlcfs  times  before,  fo  again 
and  again  after  his  death  and  refurreftion ;  whom  We 
have  attentively  and  delightfully  confidered  on  various 
occafions,  and  whole  gloryvoe  beheld,  as  the  glory  of  the 
only  begotten  cf  the  Father  full  of  grace  and  truth . 
(John  i.  4.)  even  after,  as  well  as  before  his  refunedion 
we  had  all  deftrible  opportiriiities  of  touching  and  feel¬ 
ing  him  with  our  hands ;  (Luke  xxiv.  39,  and  John  zx. 
27.)  and  fo  bad  alt  poflible  demonftration  of  the  reality 
of  his  rifen  human  body,  as  confiding  of  flelh  and 
hnrifs,  which  he  had  a  (Turned  into  perfonal  union 
sum  timuar,nra>  w  mica  oom  rdr  mrd&m  16c  byt » 
(John  i.  t,  4.)  as  he  is  the  living  perfonal  Word  of 

God, 

N  O  T  .  E. 

4  Though  frttni  the  beginning,  f«i*  ternat  existence ;  andourapn&le  fpeake 
and  io  the  beginning  :«  of  turns  l$At  vnrt  act  wttUn  in  the 

as  we  have  it  Jnhn  h  I.  areTowcwhat  1mm  $f  tiff  />*<*  the  f ovttJfttf&jr  rf  the 
different  exprefluvot,  yet  ta  Chrift  is  td art l,  »t9  xarT*£aA*<  Kc r.  xvtt. 

here  ftLM  in  fhe^oecif  Tcrfc  eternal  d.  which  I  think  intH ns  from  eternity ; 
Llftw  5i  is  natural  to  take  in  hisetei'  accordingly  wc  mzy  take/ hatv+ie 5  uuj 
naj  eiiftencc,  correfpofidcnt  to  this  a-  fr*m  the  be$hmh:x  to  relate  to  the  e* 
pnftlrt  affcrtioTrof  it  John  i-  !•  and  ye  ternal  deity  of  thrift*  rather  than 
have  kn?vo  him  that  ii  frwt  tbf  the  beginning  of  the  Kofpel  dilpenfa* 

r/j^p  H.  f  314*  the  t ion,  though  it  lruv  bear  the  laft  of 

it^te  tUo-c.)  whether  applied  to  the  Fa-  thefe  feriti  in  fame  other  pam  of  this 
rher  or  Sou,  evidently  relates  to  3m  e-  epiftlc. 


Text. 

1  rp  hat 
X'  .srbich 
was  Iron  thebe- 
ginning,  which 
we  have  heard, 
which  we  have 
feen  with  our 
eye*,  which  we 
have  looked  up* 

rh;m3* 
have  handled  of 
the  wtord  of 
life ; 
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3  (FOr  tHcllfe 
VU  man  it  cited* 
and  wchavcfecn 
rfjaitd  bear  wit- 
ucft,  and  Jhew 
uhto  you that  e* 
te  rnal  life  which, 
wan  with  the 
Kathcr»ancl  was 
manifested  unu» 
ua) 


3  That  frhicU 
Urc  have  fee  El 

and  heard,  de* 
clare  we  WitA 
you,  that  ye  ai* 
Jo  may  have  M- 
low  Jh  ip  with  (u: 
andtraly  oorfel- 
lowfcip  h  with 
the  Father,  and 
with  hisSon  Je£ 
uc  thrift. 


God,  who,  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  is  the 
fountain  and  author  of  the  life  of  all  creatures,  and  par* 
ticularly  of  all  fpiritual  and  eternal  life  to  his  people. 

2.  For  he  in  whom  is  life,  and  who  is  the  life-giver, 
(John  i.  4.)  was  Godtnanifefied  in  the ftefb  \  (i  Tint.  iii. 
16.)  and  we,  his  a  pottles,  have  a&uaJJy  feen  and  con* 
vtrfed  with  him  in  his  human  nature ;  and,  as  autho¬ 
red  by  his  immediate  commiffion,  do  bear  our  teflimony 
to  him  in  all  his  charadtsrs,  and  difeover  to  you  his  di¬ 
vine  perfon  and  offices,  who.  bad  originally  and  eter¬ 
nally  life  in  himfdf,  and  was  from  all  eternity  co-exi* 
ftent  with  God  the  Father*  and  was  confpicnoufly  made 
known  to  us  in  the  fuinefs  of  time,  in  which  God  feat 
him  forth ,  as  his  own  Son ,  made  of  a  woman,  made  un¬ 
der  the  lavs,  be.  (Gal.  iv.  4,  5.) 

3.  That,  1  fay,  which  we,  in  the  manner  but  now 
mentioned,  have  both  feen  and  heard  of  him,  and  in 
which  it  wa6  impoffible  for  us  to  be  miftaten,  we  now 
publilh  and  make  known  to  you,  to  the  end  that  yc* 
who  believe  in  him,  may  have  a  partnerfiiip  and  com¬ 
munion,  as  one  fpiritual  and  holy  Body'  with  os,  in  all 
the  gracious  proitiifes,  ordinances  and  influences,-  bldT- 
ings  and  privileges,  that  belong  to  the  gofpelrftate,  and 
that  we  ourfelvcs  are  admitted  to :  and  this  is  a  com¬ 
munion  of  the  nlolt  excellent,  honourable  and  heavenly 
nature,  richly  worth  your  coming  into;  it  being  in  rea¬ 
lity  a  communion  with  God  the  Father  himfdf  in  all 
the  bleffings  of  his  love,  which  are  communicated  tor 
us  through  Jefus  Chrifli,  his  eternal  Son;  and  with  this 
dear  Son  of  the  Father  in  all  the  bleffings  of  his  pur- 
chafe,  as,  through  him,  we  are  children  and  heirs  (f  GcA, 
and  joint  heirs  with  Chriji ,  (Rom.  viii.  16,  ry.)  and 
have  accefs  through  him  by  one  Spirit  to  the  Father  } 
(Eph.ii.  18.)  and  fo  .have  communion  with  the  holy 
Spirit  too,  in  all  his  graces  and  comforts,  (2  Cor.  xiii. 
14.)  which  is  the  earned  pf  the  heavenly  inheritance  $ 
where  we  ffiall  have  the  molt  intimate  and  blieful  com¬ 
munion  with  the  Jacred  three  in  all  their  glory  for  c- 


(  And  Lhftfe 

in£s  writ*  w* 
co  you,  that 
ir  joy  may  he 


-5  Thi*  ih«t 
.  Is  tb«  idctfhgc 
r  vhich  we  have 
'heard  ot‘  bun* 


Ter. 

4,  And  our  atm  in  writing  riiefe  great  things  to  you 
is  that  ye  may  have  a-folnda  of  felid  fatisfa&ion.  and 
rejoicing  in  this  delightful  and  holy  communion,  which 
makes  up  the  noblcft  pleafure  we  are^capable.  of,tiU  it 
be  perfe&ed  in  heaven. 

c.  'Now,  in  order  to  your  having,  the  joy  of  this  ex¬ 
cellent  communion,  and  being partakers,  of  aU.tbebldT- 
ings  of  it,  ye  ought  to  know  what  God  is,  and  who 
they  are  that  ffiaU  inherit  this  grand  promife  ["***)>***•-  j 

’  '  ot 
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and  dcdar*  niu  of  eternal  life.  (Chap.  ii.  25.)  and  the  fom  of  that 
uCkt.ud'ia  dodkrine  concerning  Tus  nature  and  perfections,  which 
)nm  it  D<r  dark-  *e  ourfehes  have  heard  from  the  mouth  of  our  Lord 
nda  at  aU.  in  his  ministration  upon  earth,  apd  wbichf  aadua  mcf- 
fengers,  we  publiflj  to  7011,  is  this,  that  God  isan  ab- 
fulotdf  perfefi  Spirit,  (Matrh.  v.  48.  and  John  iv.  14.) 
infinite  in  wifdorn,  purityj  bleflednefs  and  glory,  and 
in  all  other  adorable  excellencies,  that  can  be.  compre¬ 
hended  in  an  idea  of  the  ihoft  lllultrious,  amiable  and 
-hll-penet rating  light  i  and  in  him  there  is  hot  the  leaft 
deled  of  any  kind,  or  mixture  of  any  thing  contrary, 
or  unfuitable  to  his  perfed  Rettftude,  who  utterly  ab¬ 
hors  all  iniquity.  (SeeHabak.  1.  13.  and  Pf.  v.  4, 
5*) 

4-  tf.  «d  r«T  6.  It  is  therefore  a  plain  cdnfequence  from  hence, 
that  «  have  that  if  any  of  us,  who  bear  the  Chriftian  name,- pretend 
g^P  walk  ro Swifted  to  Comfortable  communion  with  God, 
in  darkneG,  wa  and  hope  of  enjoying  him,  who  is  fo  unfpottedfy  pure 
Ik,  and  do  noi  and  holy ;  and  if,  at  the  fame  time,  we  lire  tn  the 
the  truth  s  practice  of  any  known  fin,  which  involves  ignorance 
and  error,  and  is  the  worft  of  all  darknels  in  us,  (Rom. 
xiii.  12. and  Eph.  v.  9.)  but  is  open  to  his  all- feeing 
eye  }  (Heb,  jv.  13.}  weare  infineerc  tn  that  profcffiou, 
and  p radically  give* the  lie  to  it,  and  in  words  deny  it; 
(Tit.  1.  16.}  and  wc  fpealc  and  a£k  in  direCt  contradi&i- 
OD  to  the  nature  and  . will  of  God,  who  is  truth  itfelf, 
and  to  the  whole  tenor  and  delign  of  the  goip el-revela¬ 
tion,  or  of  his  word,  which  is  truth;  (John  xvii.  17.) 
yea,  direCtly  contrary  to  the  very  nature  and  truth  of 
things,  which  render  it  impofiible  that  righteoufnds 
fhould  have  any  fellowship  with  unrighteoufncls,  or 
light  with  darkoefs.  (2  Con  vi.  14.) 

7  Hat  if  we  7*  l^ut  if,  according  to  our  profelTion,  we  as  children 
Haikiutheligli*.  of  light  (-1  Theft  v.  5.)  do  indeed  live  and  walk,  under 
a*  he  j*  in  the  the  guidance  and  influence  of  the  fpint,  in  ways  of 
fcfcb M  *52  «»*  -«*  bolincfo,  in  tlw  light  of  gofpel-  rtv«l*tiv»,  and 
with  another,  inrefemblance  of  him,  who  dwells  in  immortal  light, 
an d  the blwd ot*  (j  Tim.  vi.  i6j>)  and  has  faid,  bt ye  holy ;  fur  Iambolf. 
jsan*14  (l  ^et*  *•  1^-}  wc  thcn  have  the  Jwft  of  all  communion, 

us  from  all  liu.  he  with  us,  and  we  with  him,  in  which  all  true  belie¬ 
vers  (hare  as  fellow  Chriftinns  i  and  one  greht  bleffing, 
and  even  the  foundation  of  this  communion  is,  that  the 
precious  atoning  blood  of  Jefus  Chrilt,  who  is  both  the 
anointed  Saviour  and  the  eternal  eminently  beloved 
Son  of  the  Father,  is  continually  efficacious  for  clean¬ 
ing  us  from  the  guilt,  condemnation  and  power  of  all 
our  (ins;  and,  ar length,  from  all  remaining  defile¬ 
ment 
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8  If  wc  fay 
thitv<bavc  no 
fin,  wc  deceive 
tntr  Iclvej,  and 
rhe  cruth  fo  not 
in  us. 


Q  tf  we  c oft- 
Ms  our  fin*,  he 
is  faithful  and * 
juft  co  forgive 
us  our  fins*  and 
to  cb  &  nfe  ns 
from  aHuurigh- 
Uouf nclfr 


10  If  We  fay 
that  webave  not 
finned*  we  make 
him  a  liar*  and 
his  word  ia  not 
in  i»i 


ment  and  in-being  bf  fin,  which,  for  his  fake*  Arall  he 
iiuirely  purged  away,  and  have  no  more  place  in  us, 
or  bad  effeds  upon  us ;  but  we  fhall  be  as  like  as  pof* 
fible  to  him,  when  we  fhall  fee  him  as  be  ij,  {chap,  iii.a.) 

8,  However*  as  fin  came  into  the  world  with  iis,  and 
can’t  lie  utterly  extirpated  till  we  dieoutorit,  if  any  of 
us*  who  pretend  to  he  clcanfed  by  the  blood  of  ChnJt, 
are  fo  ignorant,  proud  and  vaift,  as  to  imagine  that,  in 
this  prefent  ftate  of  weaknefs  and  mortality  by  realou 
of  fin*  we  are  fo  thoroughly  cltanfed  from  it,  as  to  have 
no  remainders  of  its  workings  in  us,  we  certainly  de¬ 
ceive  our  own  fouls  ;  and  neither  the  truth  of- God's 
word*  which  abundantly  declares  the  contrary,  nor  any 
true  light  of  knowledge,  grace  or  holinefais  found  in  us. 

9,  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we,  under  a  humbling  fbnfe 

of  our  imperfections  and  many  difallowcd  failures,  ac¬ 
knowledge  our  tranfgreflions  to  the  Lord,  and  confcfs 
them  with  faith  in  ChrifTs  propitiatory  facrifice  for  the 
forgivenefs  of  them,  and  with  penitential  fhatne  and 
contrition,  abhorrence  of  them,  and  full  purpofe  of  heart, 
by  his  grace,  to  fotfake  them,  (Prov.  xxvtii.  13-}  as  all 
the  iniquities  of  Ifracl  were  confefled  over  the  head  nf 
the  fcape  goat,  and  they  afflifted  their  fouls  in  rdfeGion 
upon  them,  (Lev.  xvu  21,  29,  30.)  he  is  fo  true  and 
faithful  to  his  promife  to  the  redeemer,  and. to  thofe 
that  believe  in  him  ;  {Ifa.  iiiL  iu  and  Heb.  viii.  12.) 
and  is  fo  juft  to  the  merit  of  his  Wood,  (Rom.  iiu  26.) 
as  for  his  fake  freely  to  pardon  all  our  fins  of  omilhon 
and  commUTion,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  and  pur^e 
our  confcienccs  from  guilt  j  and  to  clean ft:  us  from  the 
reigning  power  and  defilement  of  alt  our  iniquities  by 
the  landtificatiou  of  the  fpirir*  which  was  purchafedby 
the  blood  of  his  Son  to  purifyour  hearts  and  lives,  that 
we  may  be  fit  for  commumou  with  him  in  this  world, 
till  we  be  prefented  fault  lefs  befere  the  prefence  of  his 
ghty  with  exceeding. joy  in  the  world,  to confet  (Jade  vcr. 
24.)  - 

10,  If,  after  all,  we  aflert  that  we  have  not  tram- 
grefitd  the  law, of  God,  fo  as  to  need  pardon  through 
the  blood;  and  landification  -by  the>pirit  of  Chriit, 
we,  in  efFeA,  makeGodhimfclfa  liar,  as  we  therein 
deny  the  truth  of  what  be  has  fahf  in  his  word/  which 

.  pronounces  on  rbe  whole  race  of  mankind,  that  all  have 
finned^  and  ccme  flort  of  the  glory  of  :Gfth  (Rom.  iii. 
23.)  an<|  wethercby  fliew  that  the  tnith  of  the -gofprd 
has  no  place  in  us,  the  very  nature  of  which  fuppofrs 
us  to  be  finner*,  and  is  deGgned  to  bring  us  to  a  hum¬ 
ble,  penitent  eorifeffioD  of  fin  \  (ref*  9.)  and  to  feith  m 
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the  Redeemer's  blood  for  the  remiflion  of  it,  (ver*  7.) 
and  for  vj£fc0ry  over  it  till  we  flnll  be  completely  deli* 
tered  from  the  whole  of  fin  in  that  heavenly  JentfaUmt 
into  which  nothing  Jbalt  enter  that  defile, r,  or  works  a- 
bominatitini  makes  i  He*  (Rev,  uci*  27,) 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  incdnteftiWe  evidence  have  we  from  faithful  eye  and  eat  witnefles  of 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel-revelation,  concerning  thrift  and  the  benefits  brought 
iu  by  him  !  And  what  a  bleffed  communion  are  true  believers  hereby  led  into 
with  God  the  Father,  arid  his  only  begotten  Son,  who  a>  a  divine  perfon  was  fi¬ 
ver  living  with  him*  arid  as. thr  incarnate  Saviour  is  the  author  of  eternal  life  to 
them  *  And  O  the  fulhcfe  of  joy  that  abounds  ih  them,  vfrbo  are  partakers  of 
theft  bWfUugs  t  But  as  God  is  infinitely  pure  and  holy,,  and  poflefled  of  all  ex¬ 
alted  and  amiable  petfe^ons,  that  esu)  go  into  the  notion  of  the  molt  ilhiftrioiis 
light,  and  knhfblutcly  abhorrent  of  all  iniquity,  and  free  from  every  kind  of  de* 
feet  j  Hi*  vain  felMelufioh,  an^diretfly  contrary  to  him,  to  his  word,  te-the 
nature  of  things,  arid  to  thb  truth  of  thegofpel,  for  any  who  live  in  a  courfeof 
tin*  which  is  the  worft  of  all  darbnefs,  to  imagine,  or  pretend#  that  tfay  havc 
communion  with  him.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  vain  and  fetf-deeeimg, 
and  as  directly  giving  the  he  to  Cod  himfelf,  in  the  declarations  of  his  word, 
for  any  to  think  or  iky,  that  they  ape  inti  rely  free  from  alt  remainder  of  fin  in 
this  frail  and  mortal  .  Rut  if,  with  bumble  acknowledgements  of  indwell* 
jog  lin  and  of  our  need  of  a  Sariuuiymd  with  faith  in  Him*wc  conlekntioufiy  con* 
fefs  and  depart  from  all  iniquity,  and  walk  under  the  guidance  and  influence 
of  the  Spirit*  in  the  light  of  truth  add  hollnefs*  conformable  to  the  nature#  will 
And  commandments  of  God,  who  U  %ht,  we  really  have  communion  with 
him,  a  fundamental  part  of  which  is,  that  the  infinitely  precious  blood  of  thrift, 
his  brio-Ved  Son,  is  e  fifed  nail  f  applied  to  us  for  the  remiflion  of  all  our  flue,  and 
fur  fiibduing  their  power  in  us:  And  God  is  fo  faithful  to  his  promile,  and  juft 
to  the  merit  of  his  Son*  as  to  pafsby  ourtranfgreflions  for  his  fake,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  fan&ify  and  deartfe  us  from  all  iniquity:  till,  at  length#  in  a  better  world, 
tvL-  fhal) “  be  holy,  and  without  blemifli;  not  having  fpot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any 
fuch  thing/* 


t  H  A  V.  II; 

The  Apofile  direQi  believers  to  the  advocacy  and  atonement  of  Cbrifi  for 
help  and  relief  again fi  finful  infirmities  ±  2.  Defcribes  the  effects 

of  dfaving  knowledge  of  and  union  with  himy  as  productive  rf ohe* 
dintce  and  love  to  the  brethren ,  3 — i  1  *  Addrejfes  Chrijtians  under  the 
Various  characters  of  little  children  +  young  men  and fathers ,  12 — 14* 
Cautions  them  all  dgainfi  an  inordinate  love  of  tins  world  a  fid  anti - 
chrifiian  errors ,  ry — 23,  And  encourages  than  to  fiandfajl  in  the 
faith  and  koline fs  of  the  gofpelt  according  to  the  light  and  influence 
of  the  fpiritual  unCfiont  which  they  had  received *  24 — 29, 
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Tht  Firfi  Epiftlr  of  John  par&phraftd  Ch#U» 
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Text'.  Paraphrase. 

I]V/T  Y  y.  rnH£  dtfTgn  of  what  I  have  thus  far  wrote 

tWe  *  rbfn^  *■  *8  t0  'Caution  you,  whom  I  confider  with  all 

wrUc  I  unto^mi  affeftion,  endearment  and  renderneft,  as  though  ye 
that  ye  fin  nor,  were  the  young  offspring  of  my  own  bowels,  *  to  take 
And  ii*any  min  heed  of  giving  way  to  any  known  iniquity,  or  of  falling 

fin,  wc  hi YC  an  -  .  1 b  ,  r  J  t  J  ^  LJ  f 

aOvntace  with  111 10  lC  fiirpnzc  or  temptation,  much  more  of  li¬ 
the  Karher*  jc-  ving  in  tht  pra&ice  of  it :  and  it  is  with  this  further 
Cus  Chrifi  the  view,  that,- as  we  all  have  finned,  and  remainders  of 
rjglitcoiu :  corruption  Hill  attend  us  ;  (fchap.  i.  £*  roi)  fo,  to  pre¬ 

vent  your  defpairing  of  mercy  on  that  account*  ye  may 
con  fide  r  that,  +  when  any  of  os,  who  believe*  fall* 
through  infirmity  and  temptation,  into  one  or  another 
traofgreflion,  (For  there  is  not  a  juft  in an  upon  earth 
that  d$ih  gcod^  and finneth  nat^  fuclcf*  vii.  20.)  we  have 
a  glorious  and  ever  prevailing  intcrctffor  to  plead  our 
c.mfe  with  his  and  our  father;  the  judge  of  all*  (Hch» 
xii,  23.)  aguinft  the  changes  of  law  and  juftLce,  and  the 
accufations  of  Satan,  that  our  iniquities  may  not  be 
charged  and  punifhed  upon  us  according  to  their  defer ts, 
nor  be  fuffered  to  prevail  and  reign  in  us,  as  they  do  in 
others  :  and  this  advocate  is  no  left  than  JcfuA  Chrift, 
the  Lord  cur  righteozf/nefs^  (Jer,  xxiii.  6,}.  who  is  per- 
feftly  holy  and  righteous  in  himfelf,  and  has  wrought 
out  an  everlafiing  righteoufhefs  for  us,  which  he  pre* 
^  And  lie  is  the  ^ents  before  the  throne  in  his  interceflion  on  our  behalf* 
propitiation  f(»r  2.  And  we  may  fiafely  depehd  upon,  and  take  the 
our  fin*:  and  comfort  of  h !$  interest  with  God  the  Father  for  us,  as 
N^bqt  alfo  fi?r  ^is  advocacy  is  founded  on  the  dFeflual  atonemeut 
tb\  fins  V  the  he  has  made  to  the  folifatisfiOionof  divine  juft  ice, 
whole  vrurtd,  that  we  may  he  forgiven  all  trefpafles,  and  none  of  them 

may 


Tf*  O 

*  M j  little  children  is  an  spoliation 
by  which  ouv  apoftte  often  addreifes  the 
wtiole  body  of  theft  Cbriftians,  and  fo 
it  w  inertly  to  be  nnifaHWirf,  not  as  a 
term  of  difthidtioti  ofyeung^rand  wei* 
ker  trout  older  and  ftronger  believers, 
a*  in  vcr.  t 2.  1 3.  {fee  the  note  there}  but 
as  a  term  of  temletnefs  and  endear¬ 
ment,  as  our  bteOed  Lord  himfrifuTcd 
it  to  bis  dtfciplcs,  John  xiii.  33?  and 
perhaps  many  whom  the  ap»ftle  wrote 
to  were  converted  by'  his  miniftry, 
which  engaged  bis  molt  affectionate 
loye  tO;thtm;  and  as  be  was  by  this 
tune  an  old  uian^  it  was  the  more  de- 


T  E  S. 

cent,  qAd  befitting  his  age*  ft*  /peak  t# 
all  belief  ermnder  this  title. 

f  The  particle  f«?)  rendered  //fre¬ 
quently  fignifics  T&bent  and  particularly 
in  the  ftiJt  ofonF  apoltft,  11  in  John  xik 
$Z  (fee  the  note  then?}  and  xiv\  g-  and 
j.  And  Calvin;  op  t his  place, 
thinks,  that'U  ought  to  be  refoived  in¬ 
to  a  can  fat  pa  rticle, '  bee  An fc  it  caimn  t 
be  but  tli at  we  Auuld  fm  i  lad  fo  the 
apo&Je  confirms  what  he, had  been  fay¬ 
ing,  chip.  i:  8-  about  remaining  in 
true  believer*  thSmfelvcSt  who  at*  far 
from  being  perftdfc  in  hql$t£*$&+  : 


Cb*  it  ‘  Pifjt  Epiftk  cf  lo  a  a  pur&pkraff&  Tjt 


may  hare  dominion  over  us ;  and  h&  atonement  i$  not 
only  for  oor  ifim,  who  are  of  Jewifh  extraft,  aui,  havq 
'Already  believed  \  hue  alfo  for  the  fine*  not  indeed  pf 
the  whole  of  mankind*  Gnce  he  prays  not  fbr  tbqm 
all  uhiverfully*  (Job  xvii.  9,)  and  multitudes  of  thritt 

J>eriftwti  and  by  their  iniquities  ;  but  tor  the  fins  of  all, 
br  whom  be  is  9nadvooaie(yer<t.)and;who  do»orlhalI 
hereafter  beli^re  in  ihim* {John  xvii*  totj  even  Gentiles* 
as  well  as  Jews,  wherefoever  .they  be  fcattered  abroad 
through  the  whole  world*  (See  tbe  notes  km  John  L 
'  29,  and  lib  16,) 

3,  And  it  is  evident  to  us,  that  We  have  a  true  and 
3  And  hereby-  (avitig  knowledge  *  of  Chriit,  which,  includes  fairh  in 
We  fctwiWbjTn*  U’  him  sn(*  h>ve t0  h*m»  ^  ^  has  a  powerful  influence  to 
w***9$hiicbi&*  eftgage  us  untp  a  fincerc,  cheerful  and  unreferred  obe^ 
awidmefltt-  die nee  to  whatever  he  has  commanded*  both" "in  the 


4  He  that  filth, 
Jkoow  Ubu>arid 
keepeth  not  hU 
cnrti  maadments, 
n  a  liar,  aodthe 
truth  ii  ovt  L  in 
btm- 


5  Bnt  vhnlb 
kcepcthhisw'nrJ 
i;i  hi*n  verily  is 
the  love  afGud 
perfedtedrhere- 
by  kuo'v  we 
that  wc  are  m 

him* 


precept*  of  the  moral  law,  and  in  the  mftitutions  of  the 
gofpet.  {John  xv-  14,} 

4.  Whoever  he  be  that  pretends  to  fay,  f.  I  h^ve 
known >  loved  andbeliered  in  him,  and  have  had  com* 
munion  with  him,  {chap,  i,  6.)  and  yet  makes  no  con- 
fcience-of  keeping  his  holy  commindments,  that  man 
fpcaks  what  is  utterly  fallen  amlmconfiftent  with  his  c* 
ver -having  hail  an  effectual  knowledge  of  him  :  he 
gives  the  lie  to  bieown  profeflion,  and  to  the  word  of 
God ;  and  there  is  neither  fiRcerity  in  bis  affertioti* 
nor  the  truth  of  grace,  or  of  the  gofpd  in  his  heart- 

5>  But  whoever  duly  regards,  holds  /aft  and  careful* 
ly  obferves  the  doftrires,  orditraoces  and  duties  contain* 
ed  in  the  word  of  the  Lord,  he  is  undoubtedly  under 
the  eminently  governing  influence  of  that  fincerc  and 
■fapreme/Jovc  to  Gpd,  which,  under  a  fenfe  ofbis  lovc, 
conftraihs'hirri  to  keep  his  commandments,  and  not 
count  them  grievous*  (chap*  v*  3*  and  fee  the  noteoni 
chap, dv,  ta.)  when  it  is  thus  with  us,  we  are  hereby 
well  allured,  that  we  are  vitally  united  to  Clirifl,  and 
itucrelicd  iti  ill  his  benefits. 


la 


64  Keeping 


W  O  T  E, 

•  Knowledge  is  foutfitiW^pue/^,  or  .  though  be  be  not  txprefly  mentioned 
h  at  leaft  IncUliva  of  *3  ip-  Ifa.,  no^aiu  lit  either  of  them;  and  yet  he  im 

liii  i amt  John  xyiu  3  rrvi  it  other*  plainly  pointed  out  in  ver.  b 
of  ^pprobafibji#  orWe;  (feethd  note  t  1  know  Mtnto  In  the  Greek  (fy-ifoxst,/ 
on  13.)  An/oiircanttKt  UaJi  I  havt  him:  And  tbc  ApoIU^ 

m  m  isoderftaad  it-drere  «>/fucfc  a  fidk*  .faying  that  if  be,  who  pretends  to  this 
old*  affectionate,  and  practical  know*  '.htrpt  net  his  cwt  mandate  fttu  he  is  o  h*rt 
n  Is  neceiTary  tiifellavrftnp  With’  the  troth  is  not  iff  Wfflj  iiftiniAtes 
€h  rift  and  a  perfonai  intcreft  la'hts  .  tbit  lie  never  hid’  the  true  knowledge 
propitiation.—  And  that  Chrtffc  Is  the  of  Chrilt,  or  the  truth  of.  faith,  or  oi'  a* 
prrloa  bere  referred  to,  appears  front  ny  other  grace  ia  biin*  but  w.ai  A  hypo- 
im  btirtg  the  immediate  antecedent;  critical  profcflSir;  otlierwifc  it  would 
accordingly  I  take  him  to  be  meant  all  certainly  have  hud  a  better  tffeflupOEL 
along  ia.  the  three  following  verfes,  him* 
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Ijl  The  Firji  EpiflU  of  J O'  H  it  '  pafapkr&Jed. 


6HeHtatraith 
he  abidetli  ia 
l)iintonriitVtm- 

feir  -alfi.  fv  tff 
*»lkteren  aik« 
walked. 


6.  Keeping  his  word  is  To  clafely  conneAed  with  our 
union  aird  communion  with  him,  that  every  one  who 
profeffes  a  fpccial  imereft  in  him,  as  one  that  dwells  in 
him,  (John  vi.  56.)  and  would  make  it  out  to  himfdf 
and  others,  is  indifpenfibly  obliged  to  live  and  aft  in 
the  courJe  of  his  converCaricn  after  Chrlft’s  own  ex* 


ample,  and  to  tread  in  lus  fteps,  by  a  holy  and  humble 
imitation  of  him.  (I  Pet.  ii.  21.) 

7..  In  nay  fo  earneftly  pteffing  you,  dear  Chriftian 
wHte^'e^nw  brerhifen,  to  an  imitation  of  Chrifr,  and  that  with  re- 
wln'nandmenr  gard  *6  the  great  duty  of  love,  which  I  am  in  a  fpeciai 
nnxo  you.but  an  manner  going  to  recommend  to  you, (vet.  8 —  1 1.}  I  don’t 
old  coinmand-  write..about .any  commandment  that  is  entirely  new  j 
ErScte  £  Jut  rern^  *08  °J »  d*vif  Pre«Pr»  wKicK*  for  tbeTub* 

tTic  rid  A^ncc  of  it,  was  delivered,  aa  of  perpetual  ohlljplHxif 
com m and* Went  long  ago*  even  as  long  as  the  begin rng  of  the  QldTtf* 
**  ^  f^e  tainem-irevektion  V  a°d  vhich  ye  were  taught,  with  ad* 

Wardfrom  the  ditionat  light  and  enforcements,  at  the  firtt  publication 
keglani*#  of  the  gofpel  among  you.  (See  the  note  on  John  xiii. 

34.)  this  ancient  commandment,  which  is  contained 
in  the  law  given  by  Mofes,  (Lev.  six.  17.  18.)  and  in- 
force^  hy  our  blefled  Lord  in  the  begining  of  his  mini* 
Ary,  is  what  ye  heard  in  the  word,  that  was  preached 
to  you  at  your  very  firfl  believing,  aud  entering’ upoa 
the  profeflimi  of  his  narpe. 

,8  Again, a  new  But  to  give  you  a  larger  and  ftilf  more  linking 

commandment  view  of  it, l  now  again  write  to  explain  the  excellent  duty 
Motherly  ^ove  *  it  upon  you  under 

truo in  hiinSMnl  new  obligations,  motives,  encouragements,  a (Eftance® 
in  you  .  tweaufe  and  endear ments,  to  inforce  itr  and  ra  raife  it  to  a  high* 
darWft  J#  er  degree  of  fpiritual,  exterifive  and  cordial  affe£tion,ac* 
thc  cording  to  Chriftfs  new  infun&ion  of  it,  (Match.  v*  43- 
44. J  than  ever  was  known  or  pracufed  before?  anct 
with  regrad  thereunto  it  may  be  called  a  new  com* 
mandmeut,  which  is  eminently  copied  out  with  the 
grcatcA  truth  and  evidence  in  Chrilt,  who  ill  his  tran- 
fcerideiu  love  has  fet  you  the  higheft  example  of  ir,  and 
which  is  imitated  to  a  good  degree  in  you,  who  are 
taught  of  God  to  love pne  another;  (r  ThefT.  iv.  9.) 
beeaufc  the  d^rknefs  of  the  OldTeftament  difpenfationy 
and  of  your  former  ftste  of  ignora nee, error  and  Jfri  paf* 
ftg  away,.  and  in  great  mtafure  is  over  and 

pone*  and  the  dear  ligfet  p£  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  in 
che  revelation  it  mate*  of  C  hr  iff,  who  ib  by  way  of 
eminence  the  trut:iightf  (John  u  9.)  is  now  difplayed 
m  its  full  glory,  and  ihiiieff  in'' 'your -.hearts*  (2  Cor. 
tv*  <L) 


?,B* 
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9  He  thatfaith 
he  iff  in  llw 


is  in  darfcncfr 
even  until 


He  that 
letetb  his  bro¬ 
ther  abidetb  iit 
the  light*  and 
there  it  none  <x- 
caiion  of  ftum- 
biing  m  him. 


9.  He  therefore  who  profefles  to  believe  the  gofpel, 

J1.*  ^  and  to  be  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  Cbrid,  and 

eth  hi*  tavtfedp*,  purified  by  that  means,  and  at  the  fame  time  is  under 

the  power  of  an  uncharitable,  malicious  and  revengeful 
temper  towards  bis  Chriftian  brother,  is  a  ftranger  to 
evangelical  light  and  grace,  and  remains  in  a  Hate  of 
fin  and  error,  which  is  the  word  of  all  darknefe,  to  this 
very  dav. 

10.  On  the  contrary,  the  believer  who  has  a  cordial 
affe&ionare  love  to  his  brother  for  ChrifPs  fake,  in  i- 
mitation  of  him,  under  the  condraints  of  his  love,  and 
in  obedience  to  his  commands,  really  is,  and  (hews  that 
be  continues  to  be, enlightened  and  renew’d  by  the  grace 
of  the  golpel  according  to  bis  profeQion  of  it  >and  there 
is  no  room  for  caking  offence  at  him,  who  lays  nojium- 
bling-block  before  his  brethren,  nor  is  apt  to' take  of¬ 
fence  at  them,  nor  will  any  difficulties  he  may  meet 
with,  in  the  way  of  his  duty,  be  a  (tumbling-block  to 
himfelf,  to  hinder  his  cheerfully  per  fitting  in  it :  for 
great  peace  have  they  that  love  Gad's  &iw,  and  nothing 
Jball  aff end  them.  (Pf.  Mix.  i6j.) 

11.  But,  as  1  faid  before,  (vcr.  9.)  and  now  repeat 
it,  the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  it  upon  pur  conferences, 
every  profeflor  of  Chrid’s  name  that  harbours  a  fevere 
unfriendly  difpofition,  and  indulges  prejudices  in  his 
heart  againft  his  brother,  is  dill  in  an  tin  regenerate 
date,  deftitute  of  faring  knowledge,  and  under  the  pow¬ 
er  of  fin  ;  and,  be  his  pretences  what  they  will,  bk  here¬ 
by  (hews  that  be  goes  on  in  fuch  errors  and-evil  courics 
as  are  fpfritual.darknefs  itfelf and  doth  notunderdand 
the  way  that  leads  to  eternal  life,  or  the  way  in  which 
he  fiiouT&  walk  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  his  own  and 
others  good  ;  nor  doth  he  rlifcern  and  confider  the  iad 
tendency  and  difmal  cnnfequence  of  his  .pernicious  fen* 
timenrs  and  practices,  hecaufe  of  the  natural  blindnefs 
of  his  heart}  (l£ph.  iv.  13.  and  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  4.) 

12.  The  admonitions,  cautions  and  encouragements 
which  I  have  given,  efpecialiy  ahout  the  great  duty  of 
love,  and  fhalT  (1111  further  give  you,  are  fuch  as  equally 
concern  you  all,  whatever  be  the  different  degrees  of 
your  gifts  and  graces,  or  of  your  rank  and  (landing  in 
Chridianity.  As  to  thofe  of  you  that  are  young  con¬ 
verts,  or  for  weaknefs  of  faith  and  underfUmling,  and 
ail  other  religious  attainments  are  but  as  babes  in  Chrid, 
(1  Cor.  iii.  1.)  f  and  are  apt  to  be  mightily  concerned 

1 3  about 

S  O  T  E. 

4  Bean,  Pi  Tea  tor,  and  many  ex  pofi-  the  Apoftle  don’t  be  j>in  hit  diltributtan 
ton  fell  swing  them,  apprehend  that  of  Chriltianx  into  the  fevcril  clailes  of 

father* 


tt  But  be  that 
hatethliit  bro¬ 
ther,  3,  in  dark- 
t»el*,  and  walk- 
eth  in  darkneft, 
and  knuweth 
not  whither  he 
goeth,  becaafe 
that  darkneia 
JiatH  blinded  bit 
eye*. 


ii  I  write  un¬ 
to  you,  little 
children,  be¬ 
cause  your  fins 
arc  lorgi  veoyou 
I'm1  his  aamca 
fake. 
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about  pardon  of  fin,  at  little  dilMren  commonly  are 
about  forgiwenefs  from  tbelr  offended  parent 6 ;  I  write 
to  you,  beciufe,  though  your  -faith  be  ever  lb  weak, 
yet,  being  fincere,  all  your  trefpafies,.  as  well  as  thofe 
of  Wronger  believers,  are  freely  forgiven  of  God,  (Col. 
ii.  13.)  for  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  hia  grace,  and  for 
the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift,  through  the  linertt  of  bin  a- 
toning  blood,  in  whofe  name  thrs  great  benefit  has 
been  preached^  and  ib  conveyed  to  you.  (Luke  xxiv. 
47.  and  A Sks  xiii.  38,)  Ye  therefore  ftiould  Jove  much 
becaufe  much  is  forgiven  you.  (Luke  vii,  47.) 
r  ;u  ^,4.  13,  14.  As  to  thofe  of  you  that  are  pf  long  fending 

to  you,  fitherj,  in  Chriftianity,  and  have  attained  a  large  (lock  of 
twesuft  yofeve  knowledge  and  experience,  like  old  met)  and  fathers, 
k>,»wnbVi»  tbat  who  delight  tohear  and  fpeafc  of,  feirch  into,  and  fc- 

SnnjJIIivrtte  fle^E-upon  antient  things;  I  write  to  you,  fathers  in 
lit*  to  yohfy  firing  Chrift,  becaufe  ye  have-been  a  great  while  acquainted 
men,  becaufe  y»  with,  and  your  thoughts  are, much  employed  about  the 
have  overconie  Antient  of  Days,  .(-Dan.  vii.  0.)  •  even  God  the  Father 
1  'write'  unto  and  his  .co* eternal  Son,  (1  John  i.  i.J  together  with 


y»u,  lint*  chjl-  their  eternal  counlels  antfdefigns  according  to  jhegof* 
drcn.betaufe  je  revelation  of  them.  Ye  therefore,  whofe  hearts 

Fathcr-tlUa ^  ?re  much  taken  up-  with  the  eternal  love  pf  the  Fa- 
-ther  and  Son,  ought  to  abound  in  the  excrcrle  of  this 


grace.  Asto-thofe 
•  K  P 

,fatlicrs,-yqaqg  meo,  and  little  children, 
■till  he  entries  to  the  next  vtrft,  bee  info 
the  Gr^ek  won!,  (mvia)  here  rendered 
little  children,  fa different  from  that  ia 
the  which  h  fo  ren¬ 

ted  jb  the  ijtb  verfc-  Ent  thh  criti* 
r  cifni,  I  d$ubtf  js  fenree  faHycient  to  fnp 
jmrt  »rs  defigni  firtcc  the  laft  of  th*fe 
word*  (iJao^a)  lifed,  yar>  ifL 

IpM  xti.  5.  in  the  fame  fenfc  as 
the  hrifc  (mug)  is  hi  fcveral  other  parts 
of  this  epiftir:  .  1  therefore  rather  fat- 
ro  think  that  they  arehere  an  if  in 
thcUth  weefcto  be  tiken,  as  Carrying 
to  neb  the  fiiitic  meaning,  to  defence  the 
.  Jower  rarik  of  Ch  nit  tans :  siid  tha^the 
Apoftlc  begins  his  diftinctifm  of  the  fe* 
-▼enil  ogee  of'bclietcjtf  iti  this.Vetfe, 
^and  repeats.it in  the  fame  nrjir^in 
:ithe  twofaUpwgnv^rrfes,  which  Appears 
irtbre  natural,  than  to  (uppbfc  .  that  he 
^dropvlitrJc.  children,  and  mentions  only 
^fathers ^d.'. ydo tig -men  in 

the  t  rartks  of  Chrr- 
^tTaiis^ior  4'h'cb,  as  iar  is  1  lec,  no  good 
JrC3fi>p\,can  ihe  -given.  "  And  /were-  the 

jay 


ofjpUt  who,  for  zeai,  affinity  and 

fpiritual 

T  E. 

better  divided, -fo  as  .to  join  two  thirds 
of  tbc  former  part  of  the  *5th  to  tha 
lath  verfe,  and  the  laft  clanfe  of  tbi 
ijtli  to  the  i4tbs  or  to  begin  the  -I4th 
▼eric  wtththat  eta  life,  tbe  natural  or* 
der  pf  the  Appft^way  of  ranging  thefa 
different  degrees  of  Chriftians  would 
hive  appeared  with  more  propriety 
and  e*fli?tne&w!-‘And-]j]  what  he  writes 
*  to,thcm  fever  ally,  there  Teems  -to  be  ft 
beaqttAiJ  ailu&m  to  Inch  lost  of  things 
as  are  tnoft  g^tfcrally  tinted  to.tbe  (site 
.of  ttiatiJctiid  m  thofe  different  of 

life,  as  fuggefted  411  the  paraphrase*  ae* 
coedinj^  tft  pr  Goodwill*  obfcrvation, 
[y^I  iv,  p^f77-  ^  part^tloupb  bo 

mattes  little  children  in  this  Y^rfo  to  re* 
Llate  to-  Chriftians  In  common. 

*  Whether  *by  him  that  tsJroiD  ibfi 
beginning  we  umlerftand  the  F at  her, 
.ortSe  Spn/wnicti  tfa^-ve  pot  bath  ways* 
leaving  the  reader  fn-Jiis  choice;  the  A* 
ipoftU  of  the'  extAonee  of  'd»e 

,l>erf(cm  here  iiit ended  fr dm^th^begm* 

whj^h  Jn  dUhcr'cafo 
^'(ij  eternally .  before  *tW 
;flie  _  (Sce  t^poce,  on  ^hapv.^v  ( j^} 


Cb,  it.  Tbf  tirf  Sfifiie  cfjou  *  iff 

spiritual  attainments,  srelikeyouagmejvthat  are  come 
to  the  fbrcagtbjMK)  vigour  of  their  age,  aud  fic  forrai- 
Jitarycxptoifls.f.-ffee  Mark  xiv.  $j.)  1' write  thefe  thing* 
to  you,  be<b»o£:,being  Urong  in  .tbe  J^ord,  and  m  the 
power  of  hia  might,  (Epb.  vi.  to*)  ye  bate  encounter' 
ed,  rwreflfod  againfl,and  obtained  glorious  viQories 
-  ovifT  your  grearadverfary  the  devilrthat-v(]e,  apoftate, 
wicked  fpkit, .  who  walks  about,  as  a  roaring  Hon,  feek- 
ing  whom  hi  flwy  devour,  (  i  Pet.  v.  i.y  4.nd  as  ye  are 
■  conquerors  only  rh  rough  him  that  loved  yon,  (Rom* 
viii;  37.)  ye  ought  to  love  him,  and  your  brethren  for 
•his  faloe.— To  imprefs  thefe  things  upon  you  fgverally* 
I  now  fay  again,  (fee  Gal.  i.  y.)  I  write  them  to  tbofe 
you  who  are  .  but  newly  born  of  God,  or  aye  like 
infants,  who  ufually,  Brit  of  ail,  learn  tDjktvavjMtd 
love  their-  parents j  becaufe  ye  have  been  brought  to  a 
fiducial,  affectionate  Jmowlcdge  of  God,  as  your  hea- 
‘wtfly  Father  ip -and  through  his  beloved  Son.  I  have 
xhers,  bccaufe  aifo  wrote  thefe  things  ta  thole  01  you,  who,  like  Fa¬ 
ye  Jmre  kno'wii  thers,  are  ■  for  advanced  in  knowledge  and  grace)  .by 
the  *£«  Utrti«m  ®£ane  y°ur  obfervation  and  experience, 

t  have  ^friulln  take  .pteafarc  io  meditating  upon  the  deep 

unto  things  of  God;  *  becaufe  ye  have  with*great  judgement, 

men,  tecva&jr*  faith  ami-love,  underitood.much  of  him^  and  of  his 
the  word  ofGod  P0*!*0^  arid :  contrivances  for  your  falvation,  which, 
*bkkfbin  you,  like  bimfclf,  are  from  ererlafting*  (Eph.  1*4,)  And 
an dyt  hive  *-  i  have  wrote  thefe 'thing*  to  tbofe  of  you  who,  like 
v<:r^"e  young  men,  are  grown  up  to  maturity  in  fpiritual 

ancKca  Gn£*  growth  and  -Jiveltnefe  for  auiou  ;  becaufe*  J>dng  ftrpng 
in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chriil  jefus*  (1  Tim*  iu  1.)  aad 
Arengtbencd  with  might  by  his  fptrit  in  the  inner  man, 
(Eph-  iii*  irt.)  ye  are  enabled  to  perform  the  mod  dif¬ 
ficult  duties,  and  the  word  of  God,  according  to  the 
gofpcl  revelation,  has  deep  root,  and  continue*  10 
work  cftcftualiy  in  you;  (f  Theft*  iu  13.)  and  by 
wielding  this  fword  of  the  Spirit,  (Eph-vi*  17*)  with 
tl^e  hand  of  faith,  ye  have  defeated  and  gained  fignal 
cunquefta  over  tbe  great  enemy  of  your  fouls,  and  all 
his  wicked  inftruments  tlm  would  have  perverted  yoa, 
15  Lave  cot  But,  whether  your  (landing  and  progress  in  rc- 

*  iher  tb^thln  *t  ^S“on  morc*  or  1^*  l  would  caution  all  and  every 
that  are  iii  ihe  one  of  you  to  take  heed,  that,  in  confidence  with  a 
world-.  if.  any  fubordinate  love  which  is  due  fome  perfons  and  things* 
_ltfve  the  yQur  ^§^1005  be  fo  weaned  from,  and  mortified  to 
father  *b!s  ptrfent  evil  .world,  as  never  to  think  that  here  is 
u  qotinbini,  your  reft;  nor  to  be  entangled  with,  engrafted  by,  or 
inordinately  carried  out  after,  any  of  its  allurements* 
of  what  nature  or  kind  focyer,  as  though  your  portion 

'for 
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for  happtnels  lay  in  them.  If  there  be  any  amoqgyou, 
whofe  heart  is  iupremely  fet  upop  this  world,  he  nei¬ 
ther  has  any  true  Jove  to  God,  the  father  of  Chrilt  and 
of  ail  true  believers  in  him,  who  will  admit  of  no  com¬ 
petitor  or  rival,  (Ma1th.vi.  24.)  and  reckons  that  to  be 
iio  true  love  to  him  at  all,  which  is  not  fupreme  *  ;  not 
has  fuch  an  one  any  claim  to,  or  right  fcn'Cs  pf  the  love 
of  God  to  him  in  his  own  foul. 

.*?  Fat  all  that  16.  For  how  enticing  fbevef  the  things  of  this  world 
ihc'lnft  oTtlw  ^  to  t*ie  *rregular  defires  of  mens  hearts  }  whether  its 
fleth,  and  tub  pfeafurcs,  that  are  fuited  to  gratify  lewd,  intemperate 
lull  of  the  ey«,  and  luxurious  inclinations}  or  its  riches,  eftates  and 
■nd  the  gride  of  pofleflions,  that  are  looked  upon  with  a  greedy  wifli 
Father,  bm  is  of  ?n?  covetous  eye,  which  cannot  be  famfied  by  them  , 
th*  world.  1  -  (F.cclef.  iv.  8.)  or  its  honours,  dignities  and  prefer¬ 
ments,  grand  houfes,  furniture  and  equipages,  and 
the  like,  wbicb  feed  tbeliift  of  ambition,  and  are  very 
tempting  to  the  natural  pride  of  men’s  hearts,  and  cariy 
them  into  all  the  vanity  of  a  gay,  pompoms  and  iplendid 
way  of  living  :  lb  far  forth  as  any  of  thefe  are  pervert¬ 
ed,  and  prove  enfnaring  to  the  afFe&ions  ;  this  is  not 
according  to  the  original  delign  of'  the  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies  in  giving  them,  nor  is  it  the  product  of  bis  lore 
to  his  children,  or  of  theirs  to  him  }  no,  nor  can  he  be 
the  approver,  or  author  of  it ;  hot  it  all  proceeds  from 
the  malignant  influence  of  the  things  of  this  world  up¬ 
on  men's  carnal  hearts,  and  their  own  corrupt  inclina¬ 
tions  to  them. 


IT  4i}4  the 
worU  pajTeth  1’ 
Way,  and  the 
Liftthcreof;  but 
&rtfintdotli  the 
will'  of  God,  a* 
fiidcth.  fur  ever* 


17*  And  {till  further  to  arm 'you  againft  all  temjrta* 
tions,  and  take  off  all  inordinate  affections  from  things 
on  earth,  (Col.  iii*  2,)  yc  ought  to  confider  what  an 
uncertain,  unfatisfying,  fading  and  perithing  thing  this 
world  is;  that  it  is  continually  fleeting  and  changing 
hands  while  we  are  in  it ;  and  that  cyen  its  belt  things 
are  very  precarious  and  trapfitory,  and  will  Coon  come 
to  an  end  ;  and  fo  will  all  curprefem  inclinations  ard 
defires  towards  it,  and  gratifications  by  its  pleafurcs, 
riches  and  honours,  as  we  in  a  little  time  (hall  have  no* 
thing  farther  to  do  with  it  ;' (1  Cor*  vi*  13.  and  >11*29, 
3k)  and  then  alt  that  fet  their  hearts  upon  it  (ball  pc- 
rifh  with  it.  But  the  true  lover  of  God,  who  is  wrought 
into  a  conformity  to  his  holy  will,  as  made  known  in 
Jms  word  ;  and  who,  from  a- principle  of  fuitb,  as  work* 
ing  by  love,  perfifts  in  a  governing  courfe  of  obedience 
to  it,  is  pcffdTcd  of  fubfbpUal,  fancying  and  abiding 

realities 


NOTE* 


*  TJi«  (ove  nf  the  Fatlirr  may  relate  16.  and  iv,  9,  or  to  our  love  tobilP,  ajj 
vi^er'to  hb  love  to  us,  »  In  chap*  ui.  chap.  iiL  ij.uid  v,  2* 


Ch.S. 


18  Little  cbH- 
dren,  ft  u  the 
laft  time:  end 
n  jrefiAvc  heard 
that  antichrift 
Hull  toipc,  even 
row  are  there 
many  autt- 
yhrijU;  where- 
by  we  know 
that  it  it  the 
laif  time* 


19  TJi^y  went 
out  from  lb 
but  they  w$re 
pot  nr  tu  i  for  if 
they  hfcdbfcn  of 
m,  they  would 
no  donhc  h&v« 
tno  tinned  with 
hi  t  hot  ~tS*y 
hirtti  fatt  that 
they  mi£bt  he 
made  mamfcltj 
that  they  were 
nut  all  of  tu. 
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realities,  Hands  with  everlafting  continuance  Id  the 
low  of  God,  and  in  a  ftue  of  grace,  .and  fcall  fin  far 
ever  in  full  popelBon  of  all  durable  and.  heart  ply  jkjip- 
pinefs.  - 

18.  My  dearly  beloved  children,  (fee  the  note  on 
ver.  i.).  it  -is  proper  for  me  to  remind  you,  that  the 
.  Jevilh  difpenfotion  is- juft  now  expiring,  -and  the  laft 
difpenlatura  of  grace,  which  is  to  continue  to  the  end 
of  time,  has  now  commenced:  And  as  ye  have  been 
.told  in  the  prediftioos  of  our  Lord  and  his  apofUes, 
(Matth,  xxiv.  it.  34.  3$.  3  The|T.  if.  3 — ip.  and  I 
l'im.  iv.  1.)  that  deceivers  would  arife  and  let.  them- 
Helves  again  ft  him ;  even  fa,  many  of  this  malignant 
Jpirit  are  already  rifen  up  in  the  world,  as  forerunners 
of  the  utter  deftruftioo  of  the  Jewifh  temple  andjfttp. 
Hate  an.d  polity,  and  of  that  greateft  of  all  arittchrifts 
who  will  affume  the  authority  of  Chrilt,  and  let  him- 
felf  up  in  oppofition  to  him,  (fee  the  note  on  3  ThcfT. 
|i.  4  )  By  this  renurhahle  event,  aa  it  now  begins  to  ap¬ 
pear,  we  may  be  well  allured  that  we  are  come  to  the 
Jrery  laft  hour  (or*)  of  the  Jewilh  ftate,  and  are  entered 
upon  (be  laft  difpenfation  of  mercy,  that  God  will  ever 
aSprd  to  this  finful  .world ;  and  Vo  may  be  the  better 
confirmed  in  the  truth  of  thofe  divine  predi&ions,  aqd 
the  better,  fortified  againft  the  errors  of  thefe  feduccre, 
who  male  a  profeflum  of  Chrtfttanity  to  cover  their  rile 
defigns,  but  are  .really  apoftates  frpm  it. 

19.  They,  for  a  while,  made  plaufible  appearances 
of  being  fincere  converts,  and  were  in  .communion  with 
the  churches  of  Chrift;  and  afterwards  departed  from 
the  faith,  and  pent  out  from  amoogft  us  to  broach  their 
corrupt  notions;  but  they  really  never  were  In  good 
earneft  of  the  fame  mind  and  heart  with-  us ;  For  if 
they  had  been  true  believers  renewed  by  grace,  and  of 
the  fame  fpirit  with  purfelres,  there  is  no  queftion  to 
be  made,  but  that  they  would  flill  have  perftvered  in 
the  doctrines  of  Ohrid  and  his  apoftles,  and  continued 
in  communion  with  U6.  But  they  revolted  from  the 
faith  and  fellow  (hip  of  the  gofpd,  and  feparated  them* 
felves  that  they  might  appear  to  the  church  and  the 
world  tn.tbrir  true  colours,  for  a  warning  to  fame,  a 
caution  co  others,  apd  a  hrand  of  infamy  upon  them? 
fdves,  as  mere  hypticrites  or  falfe-hearted  profeflbrs, 
which  too  dun  creep  into  the  viGble  .church;  .and  that 
under  all  their  HpuriOiing  pretences,  tt  might  be  known 
that  r.cur  cf  thm  fraternity  were  true  believers,  vitally 
jinked  to  Cbrift  together  with  us. 

20.  But 

H  -  -  f  4 
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•*••*)•*•**  40.  'Bat  as  to  thofc  of  you  tbithave  not  been  carri- 

thMwtr'>Oiic'  Jway  withthdr  crrofB,  ye  have  a  rich  tm&ioo  of  the 
Spirit  Id  his  gifts  and  graces,  which  belongs  to  you,  as 
xUngv.  .  kings  and  priefis  unto  God>  (Rev.  i.6;)  and  is  (bed  a- 

bsndantly  upon  you  through  JefusChrift,  your  exalted 
Saviour,  who  is  by  way  of  eminence  the  Hofy  One , 
(Dan.  ix.  24.  A£b  in.  14.  and  Rev.  iii.  7.)  aod  who, 
as  mediator  and  bead  of  the  church,  was  anointed. with 

■  the  Holy  Gfaoft  above  meafure^  (John  iii.  34.  and 
Ads  x.  38.)  and  in  virtue  of  his  death  and  afcenfion  to 
heaven,  communicates  light  and  grace,  according  to  the 
nacafurc  of  his  gift,  to  ail  his  living  members :  (Epb, 
iv.  7.)  and  ye  through  this  fpiritual  anointing,  are  led 
into  an  experimental  and  practical  knowledge- of  every 
thing  that  is  neceflary  for  your  preservation  from  the 
deceit  of  tbefe  fedficers,  and  for  your  own  eternal  fal- 

■  vation. 


ti  I  taw  not 
-written  onto 
w,  kaqfcjt 
.Cirav  lot 
truth;  hiit  he* 
tuft  yt  kww 
it,  mod  so 
lk -is  of  thf 
trot(u 
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71*  The  «afbn  therefore  of  my  having  wrote  to  you 
on  this  bead,  is  not  from  any  fufpicion  as  though  ye 
were  unapuainted  with  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  with  its  grand  fundamental  doctrine,  concern¬ 
ing  Jcfus  Chrift  as  the  true  Meffiab,  (ver.  22.)  which 
your  Undioii  fuppofcs  ye  cannot  be  ignorant  of ;  but 
the  reafon  of  my  writing  is  to  remind  you  o£  and  Hill 
further  confirm  and  -eftralifti  you  in  the  truth,  which 
I  do  with  the  greateft  pleafure  and  confidence  of  fuc- 
cefe,  bccaufe  ye  already  know,  believe  and  prize  it;  and 
are  well  afiiired  that  nothing  Contrary  to  it  can  be  trite, 
and  that  no  fraud," deceit,  or  error,  like  what  tbefe  im¬ 
porters  go  into,  can  proceed  from  it,  or  be  confident 
with  it,  hut  is  as  contrary  to  the  pure  gofpd,  as  any  be 
can  be  to  truth  itfelf.. 

22.  Who,  of  all  others;  is  to  be  deemed  an  importer, 

cheat  and  faife  teacher,  but  he  who  dentes  our  Lord 
Jefus  to  be  coine  in  the  flelh,  (See  the  note  on  chap.  iv. 
3.)  as  the  true  Mefnah,  whom  the  prophets  foretold, 
and  he  declared  himfelf  to  be,  with  the  attertarion  of 
miracles  to  confirm  it,  and  whom  God  his  Father  pub¬ 
licly  owned  as  fuchf  (Matth,  iii,  17.)  That  man  is  to 
be  looked  upon,  as  one  that'  dire&ly  oppofes  Chrift, 
and  defervcdly  bears  the  name  of  antichrtft,  who,  not- 
withftandtnd  all  this  ftrong  and  complicated  evidence, 
denies  the  Father,  .ss  the  Father; and-  the  Son,  as  the 
Son  ;  and  denies  that  God  the  Father  has  fenr  him  in¬ 
to  the  world  as  the  pnomifed  bfcffiah,  apd  his  beloved 
foo.  * 

23.  Whoever  hc.be  t-hat  denieache  divine  perfonali- 
.ty  aml  in.cjdiatoriil  office  of  tbf  only  begotten  Son  of 

God 
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otibc  F«K*n  Gof,  (drift.  i».  p,  and  John  i.  t.  14'.}  he  dentes,  not 
fo()  k  ri«*  Jp*  Sflftf  xbd  Father!*  reftrtnonyto-  him*  45  the  Mcf&an>bt8: 
;“’w  *dth  fa •'>*>»  bf  ■confeownb®  denies  the  Father^  divine  iwb 
Itier  41J*.  1  rfoMto  as-  the  Son*  Md  b  takes  away  the  difiingw^ 
dug  pttfoAjl  dimdsn  of  both;  and  the  peculiar  glory 
..which  M»{  f  to  them  refpeiHvdy  m  the  cpconomy  of 
hlntifln,  and  has  not  a  true  knowledge  of  the  Fatha-, 
nor  a  faring  ititcreft  in  him.  *  Bor,  on  the  contrary*  he 
who  cordially  owns*  believes  and  confiefles  .the  Son  .to 
be  a  divine  perfbo,  and  the  only  Saviodr  of  loft  ftnaers, 
believes  and  Owns  that  he  is  the  eternal  Son  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther*' and  was  font  by  him ;  and  fo  has  a  doe  rpgar^r 
and  pays  fiikable  honour  both  to  the  Father  ana  the 
Son,  (John  v.  23.}  end  has  a  right  knowledge  of  die 
Father,  and  an  buereft  in  bis  (pedal  love  and  £n sour 
through  the  Son.  f 

14  r.iu  that  24.  See  to  it  therefore  that  the  ttuedb&rinc  of  Chrift 
tlirrrfort  abide  concerning  his  father  and  hioifdf^  be  fltll  embraced  by 
in  yoi.  you*  and  6*ed  as  an  a  biding -principle  in  - your ‘hearts* 

-IromViiebe^in-  even- that  do&ri  ne,  which  ye  have  been  mftru&ed  in 
iiing.  if  (bu  from  the  very  firlt  publication  of  thegofpel  to  yon.  If 
wbicb  ye  1>b««  contfrvueto  hold  that -fail*  and  retain  it  as  .the  cam 
graft«?  ™d  God,  which  ye  heard  and  gfidved  at 
remainin' yon,  your-fuft  acquaintance  with  thegofpel,  ye  -wall  provf 
ve»iro(h,ttev»-  to  be,  not  merely  Ghriftians  by  rifible  profefijon,  hot 
fhall  alfo  abide  by  faith  and  love  in  union  and  commu¬ 
nion  with  the  Scut,  and  with  the  Father  through  him, 
to  your  complete  falvatitm. 

25.  And  the  grand  comprehensive  promife,  to  which  • 
all  others  tend,  and  in  which  they  fhall  finally  iflue, 
and  which  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  Father  through  him, 
has  made  in  the  gofpel,  and  will  certainly  fulfil  to  us, 
who  thus  abide  in  .the  Father  and  Son,  is  no  .Ids.  than 
an  eveihfting  life  of  all  perfection  and  glory,  which 
fhall  be  enjoyed  in  the  immediate  prefence  .of  God  and 
the  Lamb,  and  in  the  moft  intimate  beatific  anion  and 
communion  with  them,  all  blifeful  and  tranfporting  1 

26.  Jihought  it  proper  to  giveyou  thefe  bints  .about, 
and  to -eftabliftt,  comfort;  and  fortify  you  againft  per* 
Tons  .of  an  antichriftian-fpirit,  that  have  hlready  rofe  up 
among  you,  and -are  endeavouring  by  fiihtle  and  deceit¬ 
ful  artifice*  to  corrupt  your  principles  and  practice,  and 
to  draw  -you  away  .from  the  firopijcity  that  is  in  Chrift. 
Xi  £or.  Vi,  3.) 

•27.  But 

-NOTE. 

*  The  ]aft  wrj:  of  this  v*rfc  which  fuppafcd  to  hayelirrn  dropf  throng 
flandt  in  different  character*,  ft  want-  careleiTiicft  where  tt  it  left  nuts  father 
Jng  in  moil  Greek,  copies*  hot  i*  fuppli-  .than  fullered  into  the  text  by  n  triefc- 
eil  trnai  feme  ethers  of  good  cratfr,  and  edly  ftetLgned  interpolation  Vide  £cp» 
:Vom  fever  JverGonjj  and  isrcoibnably  1C  it  and  M31L  in  loc. 


tinnein  thnSaii* 
and  in  the  Es¬ 
ther. 


2j  Anti  thh 
is  the  prtuiiifit 
thathe  hath  pro¬ 
fit  tied  ua,  f-Wfl 
eternal  life- 


*6Thofcthitiga 

-h«Tc  1  written 
goto  you  con* 
csrpift^  them 
thajfrduce  yoo* 


Mo 
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27.  But  I  need  not  infill  lb  largely  upon  thefe  things 
as  I  otherwtfe  might*  bccufe  that  unction*  (m.  20.) 
confiding  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  fpirit*  which  ye 
have  been  favoured  with*  remains  as  a  cooftant  princi¬ 
ple  within  you*  to  enlighten*  guide*  and  govern  you ; 
fo  that  there  is  no  neceffity  of  your  bdog  inftruQcd  in 
the  firft  principles  of  the  orades  of  God*  (Heb.  vi.  1.) 
by  any  man  whomfoever ;  *  much  left  of  ycrur  being 
taught  by  any  of  theft  new  upfhrts*  that  would  carry 
you  off  from  the  pure  gofpd  of  Chrift :  but  as  this  ho¬ 
ly  un&ion  itfelf  leads  you  into  the  know ledge  of  alt 
things  neceffary  to  ftlvation*  and  is  infallibly  triie*  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  word  of  God*  which  is  truth*  {John  xvii. 
17.)  and  has  no  deceit  or  faJfebood  in  it*  and  as  it  haa 
already  been  effectual  to  bring  you  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus*  fo  by  means  of  its  conti¬ 
nual  influence  upon  you*  ye  fhall  ftill  remain  ftedfaft 
in  Chrift,  and  in  the  do&rines  of  his  gofpd. 

28.  And  now*  to  conclude  what  1  nave  to  fay  upon 
this  head*  my  dor  little  children*  take  heed  that  ye  ftill 
adhere  to  Chrift*  and  abide  by  the  pure  doQrine  of  the 
gofpel  concerning  him*  and  by  your  holy  profeflion  of 
his  name*  that  when  he  fhall  appear  in  all  bis  glory  tbt 
fetond  time,  without  finvnto  f(dvatiim>  (Heb.  ix.  28.) 
we*  who  have  miniftered  the  gofpal  to  you*  may  have 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  the  happy  fruit  of  our  labours 
pmong  you*  and  tnay  not  be  difapptnnted  in  our  hopes 
concerning  you ;  and  that  ye  yourfclves  may  have  bold- 
neft*  together  with  us*  before  'him,  and  npt  be  con¬ 
founded  in  the  day  of  Judgement},  but  may  be« ir.gh- 
ry  and  crow  a  of  rejoicing,  which  will  be  tu  your  own 
exceeding  joy*  in  tbt  Prefinct  of  our  f,ord  ftfus  Chrijiy 
at  bis  coming  { I  Thef.  ii.  1 9.  20.) 

-  29.'  This  is  the  hope  we  have  concerning  you  now ; 
and  finer  (•«*)  as  we  truft*  ye  have*  right  thoughts  of 
Chrift,  as  the  righteous  and  holy  one*  who  loves  righ- 
teoufsiefs  and  hates  iniquity*  (Ff.  xlv.  7.}  and  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  all  righteouGiefs  in  others,  whereyer  it  is  found  ; 
ye  may  from  thence  affuredly  conclude  with  an  appli¬ 
cation  to  yourfelves*  that  every  one,  who*  like  him*  is  a 
loycr  and  praftifer  pf  thofe  things  that  are  right  and  ho* 

ly 


X  Q 

*  Te  nead  am  ffifttt  anyman  track  ><m 
cmnnot  bb  feid  with  a  defign  of  excluding 
the  ■&  of  miuitUrial  itiftrtt&iovi ;  for 
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triqn  of  the  gofprl*  which  they  vm 
already  well  Acquainted  with ;  or  ra¬ 
ther,  ft*  I  ihfok  to  their  having  no  need 
to  be  taught  any  of  ChriBiao 
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who  ifidnilrioplly  knhemJirlTe*  to  pejr 
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lyy  in  imitation  of  him,  and  from  a  principle  (rf  faith  in, 
and  lore  to  him*  is  partaker  of  a  divine  nature,  bp  hi* 
regenerating  Spirit,  and  lb  is  by  the  new  birth)  a*  well 
as  by  gracious  adoption,  (chap,  iiu  f .)  a  child  of  GW* 
and  heir  of  eternal  glory.  (Rom.  viii.  14—17.) 

RfiCdL'LECTlO  NS. 

How  beautifully  harmonious  \$  the  tendency  and  defign  of  the  gofpcf,  to  eau* 
tmn  briieym*  again  ft  ail  {in,  and  to  fapport  them  under  a  humbling  fenfe  of  their 
former iniquities,  and  of  their  prefect  difalhj wed  infirmities!  T%e  propitiato¬ 
ry  f^Tifiee  of  Chrift,  and  his  advocacy  founded  upon  it,  are  attended  to  aS  be¬ 
lieving  Miners  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  of  the  Jews  through  the  whole  world, 
But  ho;y  vainly  do  any  pretend  to  have  a  right  knowledge  of  Chrift,  or  true 
faith  in  him  for  their  own  CUvarion,  If  they  call  off  a  confcientious  regard  to  his 
commandments  I  They  give  the  lie  to  their  own  profeffion,  and  to  the  truth 
itfelf,  and  have  nofincerc  love  to  him,  which  would  engage  them  to  a  holy  imi¬ 
tation  of  Mm.— The  law  of  love  to  his  people  is,  for  fubftance,  an  oM  -com* 
mandraent,  but,  for  circumftances*  faked  to  the  light  and  grace  of  the  gofpeF,* 
is  a  new  one  ;  and  whatever  any  one  may  pretend  to,  his  loving  his  ChriJHao 
brother,  or  not,  is  a  plain  teft  of  bis  either  being  truly  enlightened,  or  remain* 
ing  under  the  power  of  darkneft*  O  how  happy  is  their  condition,  who  walk 
in  the  light  of  truth  and  Jiolmefa,  whether  they  be  b&bes,  young  men,  or  fa¬ 
thers  in  Ghrjft  !  The  weakeft  believer  is  forgiven  all  trefpafies  for  Chrift’s  faketf 
and  has  a  filial  affcftioii  to  God  as  his  Father ;  the  more  grown  Chriflian  is  e- 
ftabiifacd  in  the  faith,  and  has  ftrcngtb  from  Chrift  for  vanquishing  the  ttmpta^ 
tiona  of  the  devil  and  his  mftrumeot*  ;  and  the  old  experienced  Chriftian  is  befl? 
acquainted  with  the  Antfent  of  Days,  and  his  eternal  counfels  of  wifdom  sutt 
love.  But,  alas  f  What  an  enemy  is  the  love  of  this  world  to  the  love  of  God  & 
As  far  as  we  are  carried  sway  with  pleafnrei*  riches,  or  honours,  which-  are  all 
precarious,  empty  and  periling,  fo  far  are  we  eft  ranged  from  the  love  of 
God  to  us ;  and  a  predominant  love  of  this  world  ii  incoofiltent  with  a  true 
love  to  biro;  who  cannot  be  the  author  of  any  evil  influence  Chat  the  things  of 
flefh  and  fenfe  make  upon  us.— How  dangerous  are  the  fchemes  ofmen  of  an 
antichriflian  fpirit,  which  has  worked  in  all  ages  of  the  church  1  When  pro* 
feifon  of  Chrift’s  name  go  into  it*  this  makes  it  evident  that  they  never  were 
jfaeere  believers ;  for  they  would  otherivife  undoubtedly  have  peiftfted  in  the 
faith  and  fcliowfhjp  of  the  gofpel*  But  O  what  a  bleffed  and  holy  uudioti  of  the 
true  Spirit  have  true  believers  from  their  exalted  Head  and  Saviour  I  By  this 
they  are  welt  fatisfied  about  the  truth  u>f  all  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  go* 
fpri»  inforauch  that  they  don’t  need  to  be  always  taught  the  firft  rudiment* 
of  Cbriftianity  ;  much  Iris  to  be  taught  any  of  its'do&riiK*  by  falfe  pretender* 
to  it.  All  H3at  deny  Jefuato  be  the  Son  of  God  and  tbe  only  Saviour,  are  antf- 
chriflians,  and  conftm&ively  deny  both  the  Fattier  and  Sod  ;  but  all  that  cor¬ 
dially  believe  the  dotfrme,  originally  delivered  in  the  Jofpel  concerning  thde 
divine^ perfons,  have  a  fare  ifitereft  in  them  both-  The  great  pronrife  of 
eternal  life  belongs  to  them  ;  and  they,  being  enabled  to  perfift  in  their  moft  ho¬ 
ly  faith,  continue  in  union  and  communion  with  Chrift,  to  their  own  and  tbrir 
faithful  pallor's  joy  and  confidence,  at  h:$  fecond  and  moft  glorious  appearing. 
And  they  that  bare  fach  juft  and  imprrifive  fentiments  of  hi*  purity  and  holi* 
nefa,  as  produce  an  effectual  change  upon  them  in  rcfemMaitcc -of'biin,  may 
certainly  conclude  that  they  are  partakers  of  a  new  and  fpiritual  birth  front  bimf 
and  have  the  inheritance  of  ohildireO)  even  unto  eternal  life. 


CHAP* 


Ch.  iii. 


142  The  Ftrjl  EpifiU  df]o  a  s  farapinfed. 


C  H  A  P.  m. 

TbtApcftle  breaJtt  out  into  admiration  of  the  love  of  Godin  malting  he* 
lievcrs  hit  children ,  [ .  2 ,  Shews  the  purifying  influence  cf  a  hope 
of feeing  Ghriji,  and  bearing  hu  Hkenefs,  and  the  inconjtfiency  of  pre¬ 
tending  to  this  hope,.  and  living  in  jin,  3 — 10.  Makes  love  to  the 
brethren  a  dtfitngvijbing  character  <f  real  Cbrifiiaus ,  11 — 15.  De- 
fcribes  that  love  by  fuch  cf  its  a  [lings,  as  prove  it  to  a  man’s  own 
conference  to  hefneere,  16-J-J I-  And  repfefents  the  advantage  of 
faith,  bvet  and  obedience ,  2  a — 24. 

Text.  Pi  kifhiasi; 

BEboU.'irbat  1.  pEHO  LD,  with  attention  and  admiration* gTa- 
lore  IbeFacher  ^  titude,  joy  and  praife,  what  an  affbding  and 
hath  bellowed  diftinguifbing  fort  of  free  and  tranfeendeut  love  the  fi¬ 
ll  ponuj,  that  we  ternal  Father  of  oar  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  Father 
Oaold  be  called  0f  mercies  in  and  through  him,  has  vouch  fafed  to  us 
therefor*  rbe  w^°.are  born  of  God,  (chap.  in  ap.)  that,  in  the  riches 
world  knownh  of  his  condefcenGon  and  grace,  he  fhould  put  fuch  a 
u  b«r,  bccaofe  high  honour  upon  us,  who  are  in  onrfeivea  altogether 
’*  worthlefts,  mean,  vile,  and  contemptible  finuere,  both 

by  nature  and  practice,  as  to  adept  us  into  his  family, 
that  we  might  not  only  bear  the  name,  but  enjoy  all 
the  blefiings  and  privileges,  which,  anfwerable  to  our 
dignity,  belong  to  the  regenerated  fons  of  God  *,  (John 
?.  t2,  13.)  and  might  be  accounted,  owned  and  dealt 
with,  as  fuch.  It  need  not  therefore  be  wondered  at, 
(ver.  13.}  that  the  men  of  this  world,  whole  heans  are 
carnal,  and  averfe  to  all  that  isgopd  and  holy,  don’t  e- 
fteem,  affett  and  own,  but  rather  hate  us,  who  bear'his 
image ;  becaufe  they  are  ignorant  of  the  true  nature  of 
God,  and  neither  approve  of,  nor  acknowledge  either 
the  Father,  or  the  Son.  (chap*  H.  X3.)  * 

2-  But  let  them  think  and  ipeak  of  us  as  “they  will ; 
of  God,  and'  it  this  he  loved  of  the  Lord,  and  therefore  of  me,  is  our 

comfort 


it  wcw  mu  in 
not* 


2 

are  we  tbe  fons 


N  O 

■  *  A*  to  know  often  figqifie*  to  ap- 
pmvc ;  £9  not  to  know  fignUiea.  to  dj£ 
approve.  {See  ibjpjiutea  op  Matth:  .vii 
2^  end  Rom^vliL  2$ )  And  It  knew 
him  not  Cmtui  tn- refer  to  Chrlft,  and 
the  HI  tmtAitiS  be  met  with  in  the. 
World*  un  account  of  which  he  fall  to 
hi*  OUcipLe**  (John  xt.  18.  19.)  If  tbe 
eborfjbttg  joe,  y  that  it  bated  me 

tefo*e  it  hated  yu*  If  y  ivrre  of  the 
tbt  wrU  i»oaU  fove  bile wjct; 
but  becaufe  y  are  m%  of  tbe  wrltr  but 


'T  E, 

1  have  clofen  yuout  of  tbe  votH  there* 
/ore  t  he  ieor id  botes  yut  Thie  if  paral¬ 
lel  to*  end  caA*  a  light  a  pent*  the  p*f- 
f&ge.fcfare  n*,Ai>d  in  ven£.  and  might 
probably  be  In -the  Apofcle'*  mtad  do  w; 
and  \n  th'pfbllowifts  ver&*i  wfirlcb  are 
connected  with  this*  he 
toad  3ft  ft  Ey  fpeafcj  of  thrift,  pointing 
him  ode  in  fuch  a  manner,  a*  neoeiT&ri- 
ly  lead*  our  thought*  to  him*  (See  ihr 
note  on  dup*  u> 


m 


Ch.  iii.  \  The  ef  ]o  nnpatafhrajid. 


Jothvoc  yet  ap¬ 
pear  vbit  we 
fh&U  lie  i  but  we 
LnowvtlutvJtcn 

he  ItaU  ippeat, 
we  fhali  be  like 
blmj  forwefliab 
fee  him  a s  he 
ii. 


3  And  every 
man  that  hath 
ibis  hope  in 
hi:i\  purificlli 
Iiitnfclf*  even  a> 
he  is  pure. 


4  Whqfierer 
e&mnutteth4in, 
rmufgreflVt  hal¬ 
lo  rhe  law:  f«r 
fm  Ts  the  tranf- 

fTcfliou  of  the 

4W. 


comfort and  rf6ry,  that thoagb our natural^attd lament¬ 
ed  (irifvl  infirmities  be  gnat  and  many,  and  the  figure 
we  make  in  life  be  ever  Co  mean  and  defpicablfe.  and 
they  revile  and  hatd  us,  yet  we  a  dually  arc  abwadf 
the  (bos  of  God)  noth  y  nature,  aa  our  blefled  Lord  ib 
nor  merdy  by  creation,-,  as  the  holy  angels  are*  (Job. 
xxaviii.  7.)  but  by-  the  fpccjal  grace  of  regeneration  and 
adoption,  and  of  marriage' union  with  biseflentialSoa: 
and  lb  great  u  the  dignity  and  bappinefs  of  this  re¬ 
lation,  that  it  |t  inpomole  for  us,  much  more  for  the 
men  of  this  world,  to  conceive  what  fabtime  tidies, 
honours  and  delights. we  frail  hereafter  be  advanced  to, 
anftrerabk  to  it  But  tbits  far  we  know  in  the  light  of 
faith,  and  by  the  withefs  of  the  Spirit,  according  to  the 
word  of  God,  that  when  otir  glorious  Lord  himfelffligji 
appear  the  fecond  time  to  feivation,  w  jball  appear 
vj.itb  him  in  glory ;  (Col.  iii.  4.)  and  frail  bear  his  ami¬ 
able  and  iUuitrious  image  of  Jight  and  love,  hotinefi 
and  happinds  in  our  fouls 5  and  even  our  bodies  them- 
felves  jball  be  fajhwned  like  unto  his  glorious  body  ~ 
(Phil.  iii.  ii.)  for  we  frail  be  admitted  to  a  beatific  and 
transforming  vifion,  not  in  a  glafs  darkly ,  but  face  to 
fact  t  (i'Cor.  uii.  ta.)  and  frail  foe  and  enjoy  him  m 
his  divine  and  mediatorial  glory,  as  ibining  forth  in  bis 
exalted  human  nature  juft  as  he  is.  (John  xvli.  34.  fee 
the  note  on  a  Cor.  iii;  18.) 

3.  And  every  believer,  who  has  -a  well  grounded 
hope  of  all  this,  cannot  but  be  influenced  by  it,  while 
he  is  in  this  world,  to  aim  at  and  endeavour,  through 
divine  grace,  to  attain  all  pofliblejmrhy  in  heart  aud 
life,  in  imitation  of,  and  conformity  to  him,  who  isfu- 
perlarively  pure  and  holy,  and  will  admit  of  none  but 
holy  ones  to  fee  his  face  with  comfort.  (Heb.  vii.  ift. 
audxii.  14.) 

.  4.  Whoever  he  be  that  lives  in  any  known  Gn,  as  a 
wilful  evil-doer,  or  worker  of  iniquity,  {•  *•«•*  rw, 
fee  tbe  note  on  ver.  6.)  that  man  not  only  linneth  a- 
gainft  the  light,  grace,  and  obligations  of  the  gofpel  s 
but,  as  tho’  ye  were  lavrleft,  goes  into  a  manifeft  violati¬ 
on  even  of  toe  moral  law,  which  is  holy,  juft  and  good : 
for  the  ftriQ  and  proper  notion  of  fin  is  a  deviation 
from,  or  contrariety  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  to  the 
law  of  God,  that  unchangeable  rule  of  righteouGicJs, 
whidh  is  a  tranfeript  ef  his  holy  nature  and  will ;  and 
■where  no  law  ri,  there  is  no  tranfgtejfion*  (Horn.  iv. 

**■>  ■  "  . 

.5.  And 


*44 


Cfi.lii. 


7 ’be  Firft  Bpifile  if  j  o  h  it  parap&rafei. 


5  Andyeknow 
that  he  was  nu* 
nifcfted  to  take 
rfway  our  fins; 
and  ca  him  U  do 

fim 


6  Whenever 
abideth  id  him, 
fimicth  oot  ; 
wb^ioever  fin- 
ncth,  kacli  m>t 
ftca  him,  nci* 
tlier  known 
him. 


5*  And  that  the  allowMpraGice  of  any  fin  is  utter¬ 
ly  iricanfiftent  with  good  hope  of  feeing  Chrift,  and  be¬ 
ing  Jike  him,  at  his  fecund  coming*  is  evident ;  for  ye 
know  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gofpd*  that  he  was 
maoifefled  in  the  flefti  at  tiisfirfl  appearing*^*}  to  this 
very  end  and  purpofe,  that  by  the  facrifice  of  htmfclf 
he  might  effedhully  deliver  us  from  the  guilt*  and*  in 
confluence  thereof*  from  the  power*  and*  at  length* 
from  all  defilement  and  inbcing.of  ouf  fins ;  and  he  is,1 
and  ever  was  fo  abfolutely  linlds*  as  to  need  no  expia¬ 
tion  for  himielf,  and  as  to  have  no  fellowlhtp  with  them 
that  walk  in  darknefe.  (chap-  i.  6.) 

6.  From  hence  it  plainly  follows*  that  whoever  abides 
in  him  by  vital  and  influential  onion  and  communion 
with  him*  as  all  true  believers  do,  like  branches  in  the 
vine*  (John  xv.  5.)  doth  not  deliberately*  habitually* 
prefuroptuoufly  and  willingly  fin  f :  He  that  finneth  at 
this  rate,  has  never  had  any  realizing  view  by  faith  of 
him*  nor  any  experimental  and  laving  acquaintance  or 
communion  with  him. 


7  Little  cbil- 
Area,  let  no  man 
dcrtiveyoii :  Ho 
that  doth  rigli* 
t  coo  fnefsisrigh* 
teoitfl*  even  at 
he  is  righteous. 


8  He  that  com- 
miUcth  fin,  is  of 
the  devil;  1W 
the  devil  finneth 
from  the  begin- 


7.  Take  heed,  my  dear  children,  that  no  falfc  pre¬ 
tenders  impofe  upon  you,  and  lead  you  attray  from  the 
path  of  truth  and  duty :  Set  ir  down  as  a  certain' con* 
eluGon,  that  he,  and  he  only,  who,  from  principles  of 
faith  and  love,  confaetmotifly  and  habitually  works 
righteoufnefs  (a  «« y  in  his  religious  be¬ 

haviour  towards  God,  and  uptight  dealings  with  men, 
iff  both  inherently  and  a&ivdy  righteous,  according  to 
his  meafure  and  degree,  in  imitation  of  the  blefied  Jefus, 
who  is  the  Holy  One,  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  chap,  iu  ' 
20.)  and  loves  righteoufnefs,  as  well  as  fpent  his  whole 
life  on  earth  iu  an  invariable  practice  of  it. 

If.  He  who  works  iniquity, ^as  one  that  makes  a  trade 
of  U,  (fee  the  note  on  vcr.  6.)  is  under  the  power  and 
influence  of  the  devil,  bears  his  odious  Hfcentfo,  and 
doth  his  will j  for  that  great  enemy  of  God  and  fouls  iff 


art 


H  O  T  E- 

*  We  air  not  to  imagine  the  apofiiets  Greek  {mtor  and  u<mc  ajixpft**)  are 
meaning  to  be,  that  a  true  CbriMan  very  ftrpng,  and  fignify  committing  it 
never  fins ;  for  tV*  won  Id  be  to  make  as  praftifert,  workers,  or  doers  of  it 
him  diredtly  con  trad  what  he  had  with  freedom  and  choice,  like  pcrfnn# 
ford  chop.  i*  8.  9.  about  deceiving  oar*  who  make  a  trade  of  it  t  and  it  is  the 
ft  I  vet,  if  we  fay,  we  have  no  fin,  and  Tejt^yfanje  expredton  that  *or  I,ord  *f«f 
about  the  dntyjif  eonfeifing  nor  fine.'  when  belaid,  (John  viii*  34  )  Wbtfpfvcr' 
whfcbr  fbfribfcl  US  to  have  Occafirtn  ft  tpinibiittih  fijtlrvt&v  fi 

to  do;"«<F rhereflire  he  finneth  wot  mufl  ft& ;  and  our  apatite  fays, 

be  onderftoed  in  fume  fuck  fenfe,  as  is  vcr>  8*  Hr  rta*  timwHiefh  }i*t  frf 
given  in  the  paraphrafe;  and  is  futfici-  atttfyli&r)  U  pf  tk*  tfevjjj  and  vcr- 
cutty  explained  in  fctenl  other  verfes  'ttfbpfptvt*  is  bit*  pf  Go&  doth  wt  cm* 
of  this  context,  which  we  render  com*  mlt  Jf#j  e  ra*-) 

mitteth  £n,  but  the  cxpieifiga*  id  tea 


Ch.  ill. 


The  FUJI  SpifiU  <f  J  o  it  H  parapbrtjbd.  I4J 


ring-  Torthtf 
purpnltthc  Soil 
of  Gad  vas  nu- 
'nifcfteJ,  ifcit  be 
night  ’drftraj 

the  work*  pf  the 
dtvU. 


.  9  Wlioffieeer 
U  bora  ofGedt 
JothnoCcrtninut 

fin;  for  hi*  feed 
rtnraineth  fa 
bim:  JndhecBn* 
not  fid,  beeapfe 
be  is  bora  of 
God, 


id  la  tbit  the 
children  ofGdd 
■rv  (fafcnifrfUdr 
and  thetluldren 
of  the  devil: 
IrVhdfoeverdoth 
not  righteoul- 
neft,  is  not  of 


an  old  offender,  per  lifting  in  a  courfc  of  all  iniquity 
himfelf,  and  prauifitlg  the  wicked  ait  of  tempting  and 
excitidg  otbert  to  fin,  ever  lincc  tbe  beginning  df  the 
world,  when  be  finned,  and  drew  other  apoftate  atjgela 
into  Go*  as*lfo  oor  firft  parents  into  theirhorriWe  dc- 
fedion  bom  God  arid  his  laW,  to  the  min  of  themfeites, 
and  all  their  natural  offspring  in  their  federal  genera¬ 
tions!  And  this  Is  io  direfily  contrary  to  every  thing 
£aid  and  done  j'  or  countenanced  by  Cbrift,  that  he,  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  came  into  the  world,  and  was 
Made-  known  in  his  faring  office,  as  lent  of  the  Father 
to  this  great  end  and  aefigil,  that,  by  his  do&rine, 
obedience  and  fufferings  unto  death,  he  might  diffolve 
the  whole  frame  of  thofe  evil  works,  fin,  mifery,  and 
deaths  natural,  fpiritual  and  eternal,  which  the  devil 
propagates  and  carries  on;  that  they,  who  believe' in 
thrift  Jeftu,  and.  hope  to  live  with  him,  and  to  be  like 
him  for  ever;  (ver.  2.)  might  be  delivered  from  the 
guilt  and  dominion  of  Gn,  and  live  no  longcrjn  it 
here  j  and  might  at  length  be  entirely  freed  from  all 
its  dreadful  fruits  and  effie&s  for  ever  hereafter. 

9.  The  fum  then  of  what  I  am  (hying  Is  this,  Wbd- 
foever  be  be  that  is  partaker  of  a  divine  nature,  fay  the 
regenerating  Spirit,  is  no  longer  a  doer  of  worker  of  Ini¬ 
quity,  like  other  men,  or  like  the  devil,  who  Gnneth 
from  the  beginning:  (ver.  8-}  For  that  divine  principle 
of  grace,  which  is  tnfufed  into  him,  by  means  of  the 
incorruptible  feed  of  the  word,  (1  Pet.  i.  23.)  has  an  a- 
biding  root  and  refidence  in  him,  to  rule  arid  govern 
him  1  and  he  has  fuch  a  thorough  hatred  of  all  iniquity, 
that  he  cannot  give  bimfelf  liberty  to  fin  with  delibera¬ 
tion  and  flail  Confent,  as  he  ufed  to  do ;  (fee  the  note 
on  ver.  6.)  he  cannot  love  and  lire  in  fin  ;  and  when, 
through  temptation,  furprize,  or  inadvertence,  be  at 
any  time  falls  into  it,  he  cannot  but,  upon  conviction, 
forely  repent  of  it,  as  Ijavid  and  Peter  did,  bccaufc  he, 
as  a  child  of  God,  and  born  of  the  Spirit,  has  received 
a  principle  bf  grace,  that  wills  and  works  in  dir  eft  op- 
bofition  to  all.  fin,  as  fin }  (Gat.  v.  17  )  much  lels  can 
he  fin  upon  the  fcore.  Dr  by  virtue  of  his  being  bom  of 
God,  as  though  his  new  birth  were  a  licence  for  it, 
or  had  any  tendency  towards  it 

10.  This  therefore  is  the  great  dtftingui  filing  differ¬ 

ence,  by  which  they  who  arc  truly  born  of  God,  and  fo 
bccotne  his  children,  and  they  who  are  fltll  under  the 
power  of  the  devil,  as  their  father,  to  do  his  works, 
and  five  according  to  his  will,  (John  viii.  44. J  are  o- 
peiily  d Hoovered,  known  and  proved  to  be  fo  refptc- 
Vol  VI.  f  K  lively. 


T4<£  #2*  Firft  EpiJNt  «/"Johs  faraphrdfei.  Ch.  ui. 


God,  nbithtrlu 
tharfcvetb  not 
Jbu  brother* 


IT  TVirtVa  is 
the  that 

ye  hcArd  from 
the  beginning 
.that  ve  iliQUtu 
lave  one  nno* 
ther. 


;  ft  Knt  as  Cain 
was  at*  that 
*  vtricedouc,  add 
ilewhiibrotber* 
And  wherefore 
flaw  he  him? 
Becanfc  life  awn 
worts  welWyil, 
andhfe  brothers 
righteous. 


13  Mnrvelnot, 
my  brethren,  if 
the  world  hate 
you. 


14  We  bsv 

tbetwebofTpof- 
fed  from  death 


tively.  Let  people's  pretences  be  what  they  will,  it 
is  certain,  that  whofoever  doth  not  love,  and  live  in 
the  practice  of  religion  and  morality,  both  which  may 
be  in  cl  tided  in  the  notion  of  righteoufriofs,  is  nor  bom 
of  God,  or  partaker  of  the  nature  df  his  children  ; 
no  more  is  he  who  has  not  a  fincere  and  cordial  af- 
fe&ion  toward  his  Chnflian  brother,  as  fuch* 

it.  For  this  is  one  great  part  of  that  practical  doc¬ 
trine,  which  our  blefled  J^ord  committed  as  i  charge  to 
u s,  his  apoftles  and  fer rants,  and  which  we  preached, 
and  ye  heard  mid  received  from  the  very  fiiit  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpei,  relating  to  what  he  requires  of  his 
difciples  and  followers,  (John  xih*  34*  and  xv*  iz>  17.) 
that  wc,  who  claim  relation  to  him,  and  intcrdl  in 
him,  Ihould  maintain  a  brotherly  affe&ion,  and  dif* 
cover  it  in  the  bed  manner,  and  by  ail  fuitable  endear¬ 
ments  anctfemces,  one  towards  another* 

17*  We  ;t~e  bv  no  means  to  be  like  Cain,  the  firft- 
born  of  our  fallen  parents,  and  among  all  their  de¬ 
pendents  the  firft  notorious  child  of  the  devil,  that  e- 
miuently  wicked  and  malicious  murderer  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  world  4  (John  viii*  44,)  and  under  the 
power  of  whofe  malignant  influence,  as  he  works  in 
the  children  of  difobedience,  (EphT  ii*  2,)  Cain  cruelly 
murdered  his  brother  Abii*  And  what  was  thereafon 
of  his  contriving  and  committing  that  monftroufly  un¬ 
lawful  and  barbarous  aft  of  violence  r>gamft  him? 
Why,  truly,  it  was  only  bccaufe  he  himfdf  was  a 
wicked  wretch,  and  his  (ervicet  not  being  duly  per¬ 
formed,  God  rtjciled  both  him  and  them  ;  and  be¬ 
en  life  his  brother  was  a  righteous  mah,  and  his  fieri* 
(ice,  offered  with  ,  faith  in  the  Mcffiah's  atonement* 
was  good  and  acceptable  m  the  fight  of  God,  who  had 
a  refpefk  to  him  and  his  offering,  and  lbewcd  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  teftijkd  that  he  was  righteous*  (Gen.  iv* 
3***8-  and  Heb.  xi.  4.  fee  the  note  thfcre.) 

13.  Ye  need  not  therefore  wonder,  or  count  it  a  new 
or  flrangc  thing,  my  dear- brethren,  if,  as  is  the  cafe 
of  the  prefent  day,  the  wicked  mefi  of  this  world,  who 
are  the  feed  of  the  forpenr,  envy,  hate  and  pcrfectite 
you,  who  are. the  feed  of  the'wom^i  between  whom 
and  th^m  there  j &  an  irreconcilable  enmity,  (Gen.  iii* 
15.)  which  foon  difeorertd  itfdf  in  Caiti,  (ver.  12.} 
and  has  worked  ever  fince  hi  the  children  of  difctfc- 
dtcncc* 

14*  We>  through  grace,  are  men  of  a  better  fpirir, 
and  may  he  very  eafjr  under  all  the  hatred  of  this  world, 
fince  God  himfdf  loves  us,  (ver.  j*)  and  fince  we  .are 
>  uan  Hated 
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unto  life*  be* 
vc  l*ve 
the  hffttliitn  * 
Its  tiiAt  Ipreth 
mu  ^/brather,' 
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tsaaftited  from  a  ftate  of  law-condemnation  to  death 
into  a  ftuc  of  julhficition  to  eternal  life;  and  art 
quickened  from  the  deathof  fin  to  the  life  of  rigHteoo£ 
jtefs:  Wie  ere  well  afthred  that  this  is  our  happy  cafe, 
becaufc  our- hearts  Me  farmed  unto  an  affc&ioaate  love 
of  all  our  brethren  in  the  faith,  hope  and  fellow  lliip  of 
tfcegofpel,  merely  upon  this  confide  rati  on,  that  they 
belong  to  Chrifl,  bear  his  image,  and  are  beloved  of 
him.  Whoever,  on  the  contrary,  is  not  effedually  en¬ 
gaged  from  fuch  principles  and  motives- to  love  his 
brother  in  the  profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  continues  (till 
under  the  power  of,  fpiritua!  doth,  andin  a  ftate  of 
law-condemnation,  and  lien  expofcd  to  cverlaflmg  de> 
ftruftion,  which-  is  the'fecond  death.  (Rev.  is.  14.) 

bis  pretences  be  what  they  will,  every  one 
who,  inf  lead  of  cultivating  this  Cfaiftian  temper  toward 
his  brother,  indulges -wrath,  malice,  civvy  and  revenge, 
is  guilty  of  the  fin  of  murdering  bim  in  his  heart ; 
(M.iirh.  v.  01.  U.)- and  fuch  is  the  rancour  of  his  ma¬ 
lignant  fpirk,  that  were  it  left  to.  take  its  own  court?, 
and  had  tt  opportunity,  it  would,  as  furely  carry  him  on 
to  aftual  munler  itfelf  as  Cain's  did.  (ver.  12.)  Ami  ye 
know,  from  all  that  the  word  of  God  lays,  that  no  per- 
fen,  who  is  under  the  power  of  fuch  a  wiplaed  dtfpo- 
fition,,  much  lsfs  an  a£lual  murderer,  whp  cither  has 
pot  time,  or  not  a  heart  for  repentance  toward  Gcd, 
and  faith  towards  our  Lord  jefus  Christ,  which  are 
neceftitry  to  f.vvarion,  (Aib  xx*  20.  21.)  has  any  right 
OE  tide  to  eternal  life,  or  any  principle  nf  fpirttual  life 
refiding  in  him,  or  any  faying  grace,  which  is  the  be¬ 
ginning  of,  and  a  mectneis  far,  and  fhall  continue  to, 
and  UTue  io  eternal  life. 

16.  How  contrary  is  this  unmerciful  temper  to  that 
which  God  she  Son  basfliewn  towards  us;  wp  may 
conceive  fomethinp  of  the  greiitncfsof  his  compafljonste 
love,  front  the  moll  transcendent  in  fiance  that  could  be 
given  of  it  v  Cnee  he,  who  13  the  eternal  Word,  and 
was  nuide  ftefh,  and  fo  was  truly  and  properly  God  in¬ 
carnate.  (John  i.  r.  14-)  has  loved  us  and  given  him- 
fclf  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God  far  a  fweet 
fuelling  favour,  (Eph,  v.  2.)  and  freely  gave  his  life  a 
rattfam  far  many.  (Matth.  xx.  28-)  And  wc  c light  to 
be  fa  deeply  atfe&cd  with,  and  influenced  by  this  un¬ 
paralleled  love  of  Chrift,  as  to  (land  ready  after  his  ex* 
ample,  and  in  imitation  of  his  love,  to  espofc  our  own 
live?,  whr never  he  calls  us  to  it,  (as  the  Apoftle  Paul 
did  his,  Phil,  ii-  17.)  far  encouraging  the  faith  and 
hope  of  thufc  holy  brethren,  that  have  coftbim  fa  much, 
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and  arc  fo  dear  to  him;  and  for  the  prefervatfon  and 
fafety  of  thofe  that  are  eminently  fervieeable  to  hi* 
church,  (as  Aquila  and  Pri fcilla,  laid  down  their  own 
necks  for  that  great  apoftle’s  Jife.  (Rom.  mi.  4.) 

17  BmwW»  17.  But  if,  infteadof  copying  after  this  nohle  pattern 
krlithisworlfl*  of  love,  any  profeflof  of  Chrifi’s  name,  who,  through 
Md.  ^ccril  bounty  of  providence,  has  the  conreoiencies  and  ' 
jKeri™ndr<hii'>  comforts  of  this  life,  fee  his  neighbour,  and  efpecially 
nth  unit bnv-  his  Chriflian  brother,  in  ftrait  and  neceflitoua  circum* 
eh  tf  cemp  tffitH  flanccg,  and  harden  his  heart  ogainft  him ;  and,  like 
dwriin?*  htl«  one  that  has  no  tenderneb  or  pity  for  the  diftrefled, 
lew  of  God  in  will  give  him  no  relief,  how-  fcandaloufty  fhort  doth  he 
hh»*  fall  of  that  love,  which  God  requires,  and  has  given 

the  moft  a  fleeing  example  of  in  his  Son  ?  How  can 
fuch  an  one  pretend  to  an  iotereft  in  God’s  bve'iwhun, 
or  that  the  lincere  lore  which  God  enjoins,  and  b  the 
author  and  the  ahjett  of,  and  which  inclines  the  heart 
to  a  fervent  love  <rf  the  brethren  for  his  fake,  has  any 
place  in  him?  (Jam.  ii.  15.  r<5.) 

r^My  liule  t8-  Let  us  take  heed,  my  dear  children,  that  our 
children,  let  ns  profcflions  of  love  to  our  fellow  Chriftians  be  without 
neither  Son*  diflimuJarion  t  (Rom.  xii.  9.)  that  it  be  not  all  compli¬ 
ant,  but  in  deed,  ment  without  any  meaning,  nor  merely  kind  ffxpref- 
and  in  truth.  fions,  without  any  foiiaWe  affedlion  toward  them,  of 
doing  what  we  can  for  their  help  and  comfort  in  fpiri- 
toal  and  temporal  concerns ;  but  let  it  demonftratc  it- 
felf  in  a£fe  of  beneficence  and  fervice  as  occafions  re- 
quire,  and  irr  all  offices 'of  fubftantial  friendfhip,  w> 
cording  to  our  profeffions,  and  the  true  nature  of  Cbrif- 
tian  charity. 

rj  Aodterrtiy  ip.  And  by  a  prevalence  of  this  excellent  temper 
w*  know  that  and  conduct,  we  may  be  well  fatisfied  that  God  of  his 
trnt*l'and  own  w*^  ^3S  begotten  us  with  the  word  of  truth,  (Jam. 
xflhre'onrhcarii-  *•  **■)  and  has  brought  os  to  enderfland,  believe,  and 
before  him.  -  live  under  the  government  of  the  true  principles  of  ihc 
gofpel,  as  finCere  Chrillians ;  and  hereupoir  wc  (halt 
be  enabled  to  perfuade  (iriw^fr)  our  own  hearts,  that 
we  have  fuch  manifeft  tokens  and  fruits  of  his  effectual 
operation-  upon  us,  as  will  embolden  our  humble  ap¬ 
peal  to  him  for  our  integrity,  in  his  fight  and  prcfencc, 
both  now  arid  at  the  day  ef  judgement,  whatever  cen- 
fures  the  World  may  pais  upon  us  $  and  this  is  a.fweet 
and  folid  joy  that  frees  tie  from  the  flinging  reproaches 

20  For  JFonr  of  *f«?lf-  condemning  conference.  (7  Cor.  5.  1 2.) 
heart  condemn  20.  For  if  our  confcienas,  which  are  the  candle  of 
tor^rhan  Lord  fearchiitg-  all  the  inwaid  parts  of  the  belly, 

hrirMHdknew-  (ProT* sx-  27.)  witnefs  again  ft,  accufe  and  condemn  us 
«th  all  thing*.  for  defigned  or  allowed  hypocrify  ia  our  profoffioos  of 

lore. 
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41  Moved,  if 
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13  And  this  i« 
hit  conuiund* 
jDCJit,  that  xsrc 
JhoiiJd.  believe 
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Chrift,  aidlore 
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love,  and.  of  adherence  to  the  troth  of  the  gofpd,  it  if 
scry  awful  to  confidcr,  as  we  ought,  that  the  heart- 
fearching  God  is  an  infinitely  higher,  more  impartial, 
and  .criucaJ  judge  of  the  true  Hate  of  our  cafe,  and  if 
greater  in  purity  and  holinefs,  as  well  as  in  power  to 
condemn  aliiniquity,  than  our  own  hearts  can  be  i  and 
it  is  noft  dreadful '  of  all  to  be  disapproved  of  him, 
whofc  judgement  muft  and  will  Hand  for  ever,  and 
who-  has  a  perfectly  compreheofivc  knowledge  of  all 
things,  even  of  the  mofl  fccret  thoughts  and  intents  of 
the  heart. '  (t  Kingaviii.  39.  and  Hcv.  ii.  23.)  And 
therefore  be  not- only  confirms  the  fen te nee  which  con* 
fcieoce  juftly  pafies  in  his  name,  but  fees  atid  condemns 
many  things  in  us,  that  efcape  our  own  obfervatioa. 

21.  But,  on  the  contrary,  tny  dearly  beloved,  if,  while 
we  cannot  but  be  feufible  of  many  lamented  imperfec¬ 
tions,  our  own  confidences,  upon  due  deliberation,  un¬ 
der  the  enlightening*  and  witneffings  of  the  Spirit,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  acquit  us  from  all 
charges  of  reigning  or  allowed  guile,  then,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  our  confcioufhefk  of  this,  we  may  have  humble 
boldnels  in  our  claim  of  God  as  our  God  and  Father, 
and  in  our  profeifions  of  love  to  him  and  our  feHow 
Chriftians  for  his  fake,  and  in  an  appeal  to  him,  like 
that  of  Peter,  (John  xri.  1 7.)  about  the  fincerity  of  our 
hearts  therein ;  yea,  we  have  (xaofw<^7)  a  holy  free¬ 
dom,  courage  and  liberty  of  foul  in  our  fiducial  pleas 
with  him. 

22.  And  what  good  things  fbever  we  fineerely  and 
humbly  pray  for  aocording.to  his  will,  with  faith  in  the 
name  of  jefus,  and  for  right  ends,  (chap.  v.  14.  John 
xiv.  13.  14,  and  xvi.  23.  and  Jam.  iv.  3.)  we  are,  or 
in  due  time  ftwll  be  partakers  of  them  by  his  free  fa¬ 
vour,  through  his  beloved  fon,  as  far  as  he  fees  mav  be 
moft  for  his  glory,  and  heft  for  us :  And  we,  with  holy 
David,  (Pf.  exit.  <5.)  may  be  humbly  confident  of  this, 
becanfe,  as  ah  evidence  of  our  intereft  in  bis  favour, 
we,  throngh  the  grace  bellowed,  upon  us,  have  an  un¬ 
feigned  refpeft  to  all  his  commandments,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  do  fuel)  things  as  are  acceptable  and  well 
pleating  in  his  fight  by  jefus  Chrjft.  (1  Pet.  ii.  5.) 

23.  And  this  is  the  great  commandment  of  God, 
which  is  fundamental  to,  and  comprehenfive  of  all 
the  reft,  that  we  fiiould  heartily  embrace  and  trull  in 
bis  Son  Jefus  Chrifl  for  ourfdves,  according  to  the  gof¬ 
pel  revelation  of  him,  as  the  only  and  all-fufficieot  Sa¬ 
viour  of  loft,  finners ;  and  that  from  this  principle  of 
faith  in  him,  as  alfo  for  proving  the  truth  of  it  in  its 
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working  love,  (Gal.  v.'6.)  we  fhould  have,  and  exer* 
cifc  a  cordial  a  flection  one  toward*  another,  z%  members 
together  o f  hit  myfticat  body,  in  obedience  to  the  com* 
m and  mem,  which  he  gave  fa  all  his  difeipies.  (John 
xiti.  34.  and  xv.  12.) 

24.  And  whoever  is  brought  to  yield  a  confcicnttous 
ohedience  to  all  his  commandments,  from  a  principle 
of  faith  as  working  by  love,  whichcotmts  none  ot  them 
grievous,  (chap*  v«  3.)  heieallydqch,  flndhcteby  nrakvs 
it  evident  that  he  doth  live  in  a  flat e  of  viral  union 
with  him,  and  whh  the  Father  through  him,  and  that 
Cbrift  dwells  in  his  heart  by  fault,  who  is  a  habitation 
of  God  through  the  Spirit ;  (Eph.  iL  22,  and  lit.  17*) 
and  wc  who  Hand  in  ibis  near  and  happy  relation  to 
Cbrift,  and  to  the  Father  through  him,  ar^aflij jed 
that  be  lives  with  abiding  influence  irf  ns,  by  the  light, 
energy  and  witfiefc  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  he  has 
freely  given  us,  to  produce,  excite,  and  aflitt  an  ex- 
rrcife  of  faith  and  love,  and  every  other  grace  in  our 
fouls. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

WhQ  can  fufftcicntly  admire,  and  be  aflfefted  with  the  love  of  CocHo  nukfrjr 
fucH  contemptible,  iJb  deferring  creatures  as  we  are,  his  'children  by  fpccfel 
grace  l  Though  the  men  of  this  world  deflnfc  and  hate  them,  they  are  already 
the  Sons  of  God*  And  who  can  conceive  the  dignity  anddrii^f  is  which  they 
lyill  be  rriroaccd  to,  when  they  ftiall  (<x  Cltrift  in  all  bis  glory,  and  be  mr.dc 
like-as  poihble  to  him  !  O  the  happiuefsof  a  writgrotradecl  bnj*-  m  ihU  tVr 
ourfdves,  aiul  of  an  expericnce  pl  ita  purifying  tJfccta  upon  v.^i  Thefe  appear 
in  »hc  holy  turn  that  ie  given  to  our  hearts  and  lives  by  a  piiuciptcrif  price, 
which  works  in  direct  opposition  to  all  iniquity,  and  excite  nr  to  all  the  Juries 
of  piety  toward  G;kI*  and  rip  ht  trouble  ft  toward  ir.cn.  and  to  an  imitation  cf  the 
rghtetma  an d  holy  Jeluii*  nlm  wj$  hius&if  abCdutely  fin  left,  *rd  was  mamfVft* 
jrtMn  our  nature  lu  tnkc  away  cur  and  to  defiroy  the  works  of  the  dvril, 
that  wicked  oflrnder,  murderer  and  promoter  of  fm  and  ruin  front  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world.-*— Of  ail  the  divine  command  cieiLlfl*  ftiiih  and  love  are  the 
chit  f;  faith  as  wort  leg  by  love;  and  r>v**  as  taking  pJeafure  in  keeping  <verro- 
ther  commandment.  Ami  J  lu.w  important  h  it*  that,  iron:  thefc  rubble  prin¬ 
ciples,  we  aP Vfl innately  love  our  flhrifuau  brethren  *  as  fiich.  and  that  net  in 
word  only,  but  in  deed  and  i:i  tnuh,  even  rmo  a  rcndintlfs  if  need  Ik:,  to  Ly 
downotir  lives  for  their  prcfeiviiilcai  and  confirmation  tri  the  tVrib.  u$  Chnir, 
who  wae  truly  and  pro(>crly  God  incarnate,  |rid  down  his  own  h/e  m :  U  match - 
lefs  love  for  our  redemption  i  By  tlicfc  diflhigtiiflimg  charaeins-  and  by  his- Spi¬ 
rit  given  to  i#3,  we  mav  know  that  wr  are  p.: fled' from  deads  to  life*  thaj  he 
;hi  des  in  us,  nod  \yc  m  himj  jikI  mzy  be  humbly  r*  11  indent  toward  Cod, 
*£hat  we  have  a  Curing  a  cq  uni  ft  t  Alice  with  the  truth  01  the  gofpel;  that  we 
arc  ft  nee  re  in  our  pyoietHon  *if  it,  ar.d  are  born  of  God  ;  aud  that  ht,.-ip  bis 
own  time  And  wiy*  will  give  us  whatfoeyer  w  a(k  of  him  according  to  his 
prill.  Put,  alas  !  Haw  vain  are  all  princes  to  Ihete  glorious  privileges 
WelTipgs,  }f  mine  of  the  foxeinentiriuvl  riifpofttkn*s*  kiit  the  ccntfary  prevad 
hi  If  habitually  live  in  a  romfc  of’  any  kuottn  Ud  .  cvil-d^eia;  if 
jwe  ace  not  pfaciHvrj  cf  riphteoufepel?,  aiu7,  iiiftead  of  bwip^t  hate  tbe  .Ciiil- 
yhro  of  God,  *and  that  becaufe  they  arc  Qiofc  righteous  and  boiy  tUa&oiwfclws^ 
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and/  iottead  of  li^vin^  bo mto  of  cpo^^fGoo  toward  them*,  or  relieving  their 
want*,  we  could  willingly  perfecote  them  even  unto  deaths  sa  Cain  did  hS  righ¬ 
teous  brother  Abel,  flow  can’  we  pretend  to  have  any  love  to' God;  or  that 
wearchhibfit,.bnrn  of  him*  or  hav^arty  true  knowledge  of  lrm*  oraqy  prin¬ 
ciple  of  fpmtual  aod  eternal  life,  which  no  murderer  in  heart*  much  left  in  tjJUt 
can  have  ip  hint  ?  No^  no*  L-et  oot  .anjr  man  deceive  us ;  Theft  things  evidently 
mart  out  the  children  of  the  devil*  indiftiu&ion  from  the  children  of  God*  ami  aU 
Tech  continue  under  the  power  of  fpirittxjl  death*  In  oppofitiou  to  them  that 
have  eternal  Jtfe*  How  muchtbereibreLdcth  it  concern  every  one  of  us  to  in? 
quircy  in  -which  uf  'thefe  rants  we  fraud  ?  Whether  our  conscience?  acquit*  or 
eone’emn  us  in  Hie  judgement  (hey  pats*  upon  Icrious  deliberation  about  our 
own  (late*  temper  and  way  before  God  ?  Aiul  O  how  careful  ought  we  to  he 
h  frrtmtig  ih  it  judgement  concerning  ourfelvrs,  fince  the  infinitely  great  and 
ludy  God*  who  knows  our  hearts,  is  the  fnprtmcjudge  of  all ;  and  by  his  judge* 
menu  we  muit  tend  or  fall  for  ever  1 


CHAP*  IV. 

The  JpoJIle  cautions  believers  again jl  giving  heed  to  every  one  that  pre* 
tends  to  the  Spirit^  and  jhew  how.  to  lUjiitiguiJb  the  true  from  the 

jal/e  claimants  tf  it)  ^i- - 6,  Then  returns  to  his  thirling  topic  tf 

brotherly  love,  at  a  proper  charaSUrijUc  of  /metre  ChrifiianS)  in* 
forcing  it  upon  them  by  various  weighty  confide  rations  9  7 — 21* 

Text.  Paraphrase. 

TJ  FJnvedp  be-  T^AKE  heed*  dearly  beloved*  to  whom  God  has 
.  A  given ^is  fpirit,  (chap.  iii.  24.)  that  ye  faear- 
try  tli.  ipii  in  *en  not  to,  and  be  not  reduced  by  every  pretender  to 
WuctUr  i’>«y  the  Spirit  of  God,  nor  by  every  iloftrine,  (ver.  2.  3.) 
arc  *r«.d :  me-  that  he  broaches  under  colour  of  extraordinary  light  and 
propheu'^ * ar«  immediate  revelation;  but,  hcforc  ye  give  any  credit 
£ane  »at  into  to,  and.  fall  in  with  thofe  that  mDke  fuch  high  profef- 
tb«  wwid,  fionfl,  carefully  examine,  aud  prove,  by  the  touckflone 
of  the  word,  (ilk,  viii.  30.)  what  manner  of  fpirit  they 
are  of,  and  are  influenced  by,  and  what  dc&rines  they 
preach  1  whether  they  carry  plain  tokens  of  their  be¬ 
ing  fuch,  as  are  agreeable  to  the  holy  nature  and  re¬ 
vealed  will  of  God,  and  derive  their  original  from  him 
or  not.  And  there  is  great  need  of  your  being  very 
cautiou.3  on  this  head ;  hecaule  there  are  fwarms  of 
impoftors  at  this  day,  who,  according  to  our  Lord’s 
prediftion,  are  gone  abroad,  and  make  a  great  ncile  in 
the  world,  endeavouring  (if  it  were  poftble)  to  deocive 
the  very  cleft.  (Mnttlu  xxiv.  24.) 

2.  Now,  to  give  you  a  certain  mark,  wherdby.yfl 
re  "t b e<J' pi may  know  who  are  taught  and  infpired  by  the  Spirit  trf 
Cod :  tyery fi>(-  God,  and  who  are  not,  but  are  ailed  by  a  fnirit  of 

delufion 


ijl  Ybt  Firjt  Epiftlt  Jo  r  *r  p&r&pbrafid.  Ch.  iv. 


rir  that  confer-  delufion,  or  would  fallaeioirfly  impede  upon  you ;  it  U 
1*  *^efw  ncccffary  for  you  to  obfenre,  that  every  one,  who,  un- 
fn  thcluVk'of  der  piofeflionjs  of  preaching  by  the  light  and  infpira- 
flod.  '  •  ;  tion  pf  the  Spirit,  Cotdiatly  believes,  freely  owns,  and 

boldly  profeflcs  bis  faith  in  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jcfof 
Chrift,  as  the  eternal  Word,  who  is  God,  and  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  and  has  actually  been  made 
flefh  and  dwelt  antopgft  us,  (John  i.  i,  14.  fee  the 
notes  rhere)*and  came  into  an  incarnate  Hate  to  fulfil 
all  righteoufoefis,  and  take  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of 
tpmieJf,  and  14  to  be  entirely  truited  in,  as  the  only  true 
Jtfeffiah,  for  eternal  life  *  .foph  ap  one  really  is  what  he 
piQfdTes  to  be,  apd  fpeahs  by  the  authority  and  infpira* 
tioo  of  pod  according  to  bis  miudand  wjjl,  and  i? 
himfelf  born  of  God. 

9  And  .very  3-  And,  on  the  contrary,  every  pretender  to  preach 
fpirit  that  con*  by  the  infpiradcfo  o£*t he -Spirit,  that  do  not  believe  and 
Fefleth  n«  that  0wn,  boc  denies  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  only  true  Mef- 
iLmiutho aJh  fiah,  who  as  the  eternal  Son  of  God  has  aflumed  a  real 
v  not  qf  Cod :  human  body,  as  well  u  reafonable  foul,  and  taken  up- 
aud  this  I*  that  on  him  the  form  of  1  fervant,  and  become,  obedient 
fyT.fJ  ant'r  unto  death  (Phil.  is.  7,  8.)  for  the -.redemption  of  his 
you  bi*e  heard  pe°Ple>  M«h  ap  one  is  liathfr  fcm  nor  .apprqvffdof 
tl»t  it  flifntld  God,  nor  enlightened  by  his  Spirit,  nor  born  of  him  j 
come,  and  even  and  the  fpirit  by  which  he  is  governed,  is  that  very 
r^rwu7,u  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  thrift:  and  his  gofpel,  concerning 
w  '  ‘  ’*  which  ye'  have  heard  from  ourLord  ^n<J  his  apolUcs, 

as  has  been  already  hinted,  Jchap.  ii.  18,  fee  the  pa- 
raphrsfe  there)  that  jt  would  rife  and.fbew  itfelfin  the 
Jaft  days ;  and  it  bas  now  adlnaliy  begun  to  appear  and 
work  in  the  world  apiong  the  iptpoftors  of  this  day. 

4  7f  aty  of  4-  Kut  ye,  my  dear  children,  are  born  of  God,  and 
p°4.  lirtlpchil-  3,e  taught  by  the  un&ipn  which  ye  have  received  from 
hv'rcomethcml  *he One,  even  by  the  fpirit  which  he  has  given 
Wanfe  gMatvr  >’ou»  (chap,  ».  2c.  27.  and  in.  24,)  that  ye  might  not 
i*  he  « in  be  carried  away  by  tjieir  rfelufionp;  and  ye  have  beep 
*h«n  he  enabled  to  wifliftand  thefe  ipipoftpr;,  @pd  their  errors 
Lurid!'  ^  *  in  doGtrine  and  praGice,  ajid  to  gain  a  noblp conquer  ft 

“  pyey  them,  by  the  itedfaftnefc  of  yopr  faith,  ptofcijion, 

.  **  .  and 


NOT*, 

*  f  bat  )«-  dcfeription  j*f  hiru.^t  It  ii»d»eji  fflVntiy 

fas  Cir-Jl  }s  eeme  in  tbeJSeJk,  •ray  *»i«-  id  t6,  and  included  in,  though  It  N  not 
V^1  4  JtffifM  «  rafm  (\hXih  f&e  ffrkftfc  ftt  is  be  c6iMb4 

1 reuilered  <pnc«riitn«;  ttm :  A  rid  ih*y,'  wlui,  on  the 
fpirit  lii&t  f  CV/jFy  irontriry,  aeny  that*  Chrijfc  cajnc  to 

A  &  \  fi'$>  enA'fii  ptrift  ler*  np  himfclf^tt  finAfice^ofatirfy  Ai* 
the  Jiihjelfe  of  fhc'  cajtleition  vine  %anA;ineK®  etoiittnent  for 

and  pet  bireiy  that  fin,  do,  hi  effect,  Aeuy  him  re'he  eoinn 
at&rtW,  tbstt  ht  h  sftf/WJ  in  In  the  fldU  fnr  tW  wain’  purpo&  &C 
I  tike  eg  beVnly  foGh  ft  yhhh  Qodt  kbFiiher,  Cent  hhiL 
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j  TVfjareof 

th^nrUbthere- 

iurt  fouk  V)ICT 
ot*  rit<w  orld  i  and 
Ttiir  KH  tirld  hc&T* 
eih  tiioui* 


and  obedience ;  end  ye  -will  ftill  be  more  than  a  match 
for  them  all,  bccaufe  he  who  dwells  in  you  by  his  Jjn- 
ric,  is  infinitely  fuperior,  in  wifdbm  and  power  to  that 
artticbriftmn  foirit  which  is  gone  forth  into  the  world, 
and  to  fatan  nimfelf,  under  whom  it  a&s,  and  who 
works  in  the  children  of  difobediencc.  [Eph,  iL  2.) 

5.  Thefe-.deceivers  that  think,  talk  and  a£k  under  hit 
iu  da ence,  are  men  of  carnal  minds,  who  walk  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  courfc  of  this*  world  j  (Eph.  ii.'a.)  whole 
views  and  interefls  are  all  of  a  temporal  nature,  relating 
to  the  riches,  honours  and  pleafures  of  this  prefect  em 
world,  they  therefore  propagate  fucb  notions  of  fecular 
dominion  and  grandeur  under  the  MefGah,  as  are  a- 
grceable  to  men  of  a  like  worldly  temper  with  them* 
{elves;  and  unregerientc  people,  who  place  theix_hap* 
plods  in  the  things  of  tins  world,  hearken  to  them, 
and  greedily  fuck  in  their  corrupt  doctrines,  asbeing 
mo  A:  firitzbie,  of  all  others,  to  their  own  feofual  incli- 

■  nation  and  taftc. 

6.  But  we,  who  preach  an  incarnate  and’  crucified 
Saviour,  are  enlightened,  approved,  fent  and  owned, 
as  well  as  horn  of  God;  and  therefore  every  one  tfa^ 
truly  knows  any  thing  of  God,  and  is  well  affe&ed  to¬ 
ward  him,  according  to  the  difeoveries  he  has  made  of 
himlelf  in  C.hrift  by'  the  gofpel,  diligently  attends  to, 
and  'heartily  embraces  the  divine  truths,  which  we 
have  received  by  revelation  from  him.  But  he  that  is 
not  born  of  God,  by  his  enlightening  and  renewing-in- 
flucnce,.pays  no  regard  to  the  fpiritual  dodtrine  we  de¬ 
liver  concerning  Chrifl,  as  the  only  true  Mcffiah,  who 
is  come  ip  the  flefh  (ver.  3.)  por  will  believe  qr  ad¬ 
here  to  us  who  preach  it.  This  is  a  diflinguUliingdie* 
ra&er,  whereby  we  may  calily  and  clearly  difeern  on 
one  hand,  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  its  preachers,  and  on 
the  other,  the  fpirit  of  faifehood  and  delufion,  and  what 
an  evil  fpirit  they  are  under,  the  power  of  who  pro¬ 
pagate  antichriftian  errors,  and  wicked  pra&ices  ac¬ 
cording,  to' them. 

7.  Mow,  to  return  to  what  I  greatly  aim  at  in  this 
^er^'w-Wc 1 1  cpiftk,  -*ct  lt  oar  ‘•Uigent  care,  beloved  of  the  Lord, 
pt  u<d  c-  and  therefore  of  me,  to  maintain,  exprefs  and  Ihew 
very  on*  tLat  fotth  the  rooft  ficcerc  and  brotherly  afieQton  one  w- 

.  wards  another  t  for  this  excellent  grace  is  the  fruit  of 
oiiiGod.  ngW  the  Spirit,  the  biith  and  offspring  of  God  himfelf,  who 
begets,  cpmmar.ds,  and  approves  of  it.  And  cvpiy  ono 
that  ctilti rates  and  exemplifies  this  amiable  principle, 
is  a  child  of  God,  regenerated  by  his  Spirit ;  and  has 

■  gn  experimental,  appropriating  and  transforming  know- 


(  W*  it*  of 
Gud;  be  that 
knovoth  God, 
hearcth  v&t  he 
that-  U '  not  of 
God, 

not  u.  Etereby 
(LtlOW  wit'  £f|0 
Spirit  of  truths 
and  th«  fp iritof 
fnor* 


7  fclovfil,  let 
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ledge  of  the  perfeftioiK  sod  will  of  G^dj  and  particu¬ 
larly  of  his  low. 

SHethatlor-  8.  He,  on  the  comrary,  that  is  a  A  ranger  to  this 
®T  ^5“Tr  Chriftiait  Jove,  is  unacquainted  with  the  nature  and 
fcr  if  Utc!  of  God.  For  God  *  is  all  love,  be  is  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  it  in  us  propeniions,  thoughts,  purpofes,  and 
dtipenfations  of  every  kind,  as  though  he  were  nothing 
but  love  toward  his  children,  and  in  bis  will  to  promote 
*  like  affie&kra  in  them  to  on  another :  He  therefore 
is  a  complete  pattern  of  it,  worthy  of  eur  imitation, 
though  it  is  ahlolutely  impoffible  for  us  to  come  up  to 
any  thing  near  an  equality  to  him  iu  it,  as  appears,  if 
we  only  confidcr  the  following  eminent  demonstration 
of  it. 


9  la  fhixwii 
WiwiftfltJ  tfar 
vo* 

Wb  viUp  be- 
»u(e'  cliat  God 
ftfrnt  Km  onl]fk- 
i  bon imo 


tb<«af4^  that 
w<  mig^i  liyc 


lo  Herein  Si 
bore*  not:  that 
lofcd  O***, 
bat  that  he  lov¬ 
ed  BMf  tad  lent 
fcit’Soafe'J/ifeff 
fropittaw  fin* 

PUT  Cul, 


9-  The  aftonifting,  felf-  moving*  H'd  condefocnding 
lore  of  the  great  God  to  ua  broke  out*  and  was  difplay- 
ed  witfi  the  brigbteft  and  moftjftefHng evidence  in  this 
matddeCs  tnftaiice  of  it,r  namely!  that  in  the  fulnefc  of 
time,  God,  according  to  bis  eternal  purpofe  of  love  and 
grace,  font  font  hk  own  divine  and  only  begotten  Sod, 
inn  way  of  fperial  operation,  into  ibis  tower  world,  to 
affume  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with  hipfelf, 
or  to  be  made  of  a  woman*  made  under  the  /0VY  $o  mre*- 
derm  them  that  were  under  the  inw9  (Gal-  iv.  ± 
through  his  merit  and  rigbtemfnejs  we,  who  believe 
in  him,  might  not  peri/b*  hut  have  ruerlafting  life . 
(John.tiL  itf.) 

10,  In  this  there  really  was,  and  moil  evidently  ap¬ 
peared  to  he  unparalleled  love,  not  to  friends,  or  per* 
foiu  lovely  m  tfaemfefvce,  but  to  enemies,  Tinners,  and 
ungodly  wretches,  (ttonn  t,  6.  6.  to.)  not  from  any 
couiideration  or  forcfigbt  of  previous  bvc  in  us  toward 
him  to  move  him  to  it,  but  from  bis -own  mere  unde* 
fervedand  preventing  love  and  grace,  by  which  he  was 
beforehand  with  us,  (ver-  19.)  and,  in  the  greatneis  of 
that  lore,  he  fenthis  own  fupresaaely  beloved  and  only 
begotten  . Son  to  bleed,  fuffer^nd  die  in  our  nature  amt 
Head,  and  thereby  make  an  effectual  atonement,  to  the 
full  fatisfa&ion  of  divine  jufUce,  for  our  great  and 
multiplied  offences,  which  olherwife  mult  have  beat 
charged  and  ptmifhed  upon  us  to  our  eternal  destruc¬ 
tion, 

it.  |fow 


K  DTE, 

*  fioi  I*  often  ft  1  fed  holy,  rightconf,  timatc  that  tkif  it  tit*  darling  and 
vifrj  |weTf|J,  trm  aiid  faiThfiil,  and  reigijing  ^ttribete  that  (Ia*^  a  moll  i- 
roe  lUce^bot  I  do  Dot  rrcolJecfc  ihac  lie  mistMr  glory  apflu  M  his  njhtr 
•it  WtrTaid,  in  the  afrttratfj  t*  be  holt-  .ttont,  and  -apon  dc^oiflAd  per* 

Jieft^  rijfbicouraejk,  jattief,  £pndjitr%&c.  w.uh  iwat'd  to  ltU  pcaptc* 

atbcislud  ta  bo  Jqvc*  may  Jn- 
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^Vnnnnliath 
ftcH  fim]  ac  ail y 
If  Iftve 
on:  inotheKi^ 
dvcl^rh  in  us, 
and  Lrfs  Inve  4$ 
pert  Aed  In  vs. 


1 1  BcioYeiTsr  ii.  How  great,  ye  dearly  beloved  cff  God  and  me, 
^  ttra*™'nt9  of  this  love !  !f  God  loved  ns  at  fo 
Itfvc  one  an^'  Higk  *fld  «raftonHhin£  a  fate  as  this,  we,  whom  be 
tier.  thus  iored,  andfedet^rnrdby  the  prmrous  blood  of  Hs 

Kojiy  inOftoerttinlir  ought,  in  imitation  of  him,  and  a* 
influenced  by  his  foperhrire  low,  to  keep  up  the  mod 
ardent -afTedrom  one  towards  another,  as  Cbriftifxi' hre* 
threri,  for  his  fake,  and  in  obedience  to  his  command¬ 
ment.  ^ver.  2i.) 

11;  God  bimfelf  b  an  invifiblc  fptrk,  whovi  no  non 
har/mt)  or  cm  fee  with  bodily  eyes,  (i  Tiwi.vi,  id?) 
to  more  his  affection  to  him ;  but  the  objefis  of  his 
love,  who  hear  his  holy  image,  are  vifiWe,  daily  fecn 
and  tonverfed  with,  that  we  might  be  induced  to  tef- 
rffy  our  love  to  him,  by  Aewing  it  for  his  fake  tojbcm* 
(See  vnvso.)  If  therefore  we  lore  -one  another,  aa 
children  of  bis  own  iikends,  that  ts  a  proof  of  our  km 
to  War,  aod  it  hereby  appears  that  he  dwells  id  us  by 
hfaSprritto  produor  this  love  3  and  both  hi*  love  tp 
vs  hzs  hereby  nrantfefted  and  attained  iu  end 

and  defign  to  a  goad  degree  in  u*  ;  *  and  our  love  to 
him  is  hereby  brought  to  its  true  form,  and  exixcUcd 
with  eminence,  vand  is  proved  to  be  Tmcerc  jn  us* 

13.  By  Ais  we  have  a  comfortable  evidence  of  a  «»- 
toal  inhabitation  between  God  and  usy  of  our  dwelling 
by  faith  and  fore  in  union  and  *  communion,  through 
Jefus  Gbrift,  wkhlmTi  j  and  of  bis  dwelling  by  gracious 
manifeftationy  and  influences  in  orrr  fouls  ;  bixaufe  be 
has  freely  afforded  us  rich  communications  of  his  Spirit 
to  beget  and  animate  this  faith  and  love,  and  to  call  a 
light  upon  his  own  work  in  us, 

14*  And  we,  the  apoflles  cf  Chfift,  have  feet)  bim 
havefctfitaiiddu  with  our  bodily  eyes  (chap,  i,  (*)  in  his  human  naturd, 
>Wtf  N£™r  aftd  miradlca,  bufferings,  death,  refurroftUm 

0+  the  ai1^  a^cen^lon  t0  ^lory  j  and  we  now  bear  witnefs,  upon 
Savin icr  of  tjy:  'ibfaiifHe  evidence;  that  the  eternal  Father  has  actually 
w"dd.  four  Ms  only  begotten  bun,  to  take  upon  him  our  na¬ 

ture;  and  by  the  conrfe  of  obedience  and  fuffdatagt* 
which  in  that  humble  ftate  he  fulfilled,,  to  be  the  Re¬ 
deemer 

N  ■  (O' 

*  Hi*  U'vts  {n  a?&wn  pulf)  may  he  mu- 
fi'Jcrcij  c(tb^  inhjeClivcfy  tor  the  Jove 
tiiht  l.t  in  IriiAju  us*  or  objectively,  for 
ihe  th  r'Arnote 

os  chip  n,  15. )  |jut  Which  ever  w^y  «e 
lake  iit  tis  hyt  fating  ptrfetM in  u j  is 
cor  to  be  omlcrliood,  u  though  cither 
his  hve  to  ut  or  nnis  to  'Ltm.  had  ia 
ihh  world  iLoihftlciaW  Attained  all  its 
cudi,  and  produced  ike  whole  of  It;  cf- 


13  Her efiy 
knoW  vc  that 
wcdwdj™  lorn, 
£i!tl  nc  ij;  us  be* 
caufr  h«  hath 
given  ut  ofhis 


14  And  vc 


T  R, 

both  hisiovr  md  out*  11117 
be  fail  to  be ’perfected  in  at*  urocb  jtf. 
ter  the  r*tnc  ujuiiter  at  h»a  {Lran^tb  it 
■fa id  to  he  mad^  perfect,  or  ninnifefted 
with  advirtuage  in  our  veaknefj* 

(i  Cov.  xii.  9.)  and  at  faith  it  faM  lo  be 
made  perfeifc  or  demo  nitrated  lobe 
fincere*  ^euoinc  and  ciiuucut,  by  verbs* 
(jiUiMt  II-  ) 


ij6 
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irwWocTcr 
ihaUcoidh  faliU 
Jcfat  it  the  Son 
of  God,  God 
dwdkth  in  him 
udhc  in  God* 


rf  And  we 
Iiitc  kfibwiund 
leliercdthelQ  vc 
that  God  hath 
to  it*  God  ii 
love;  and.  he 
that  dwelt  cth  in. 
loTt^dvdlnhiv 
God,  and  God 


,  ^17  Herein  it 
mir  love  made 
perfect,  that  wo 
may  haw  bold- 
nc&  in  the  day 
of  judgement; 
becanfets  be  tt» 
foerowe  in  e|l1* 


18  There  »■  no 
foy  p  in  lore  t 
.  hot  period  hvt 
edutb  wifaf ; 

fcWthhftr  feir 
Jiiftt  '  torofenr : 
he  ybat  &arethf 
It  not  made  per* 

fWfc  in  lore. 


deemer  and  Saviour  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  do, 
or  ever  (hail  helteve  in  him  throughout  the  world,  (fee 
the  note  on  John  iii.  16.)  according  to  ancient  prophe¬ 
cies,  that  the  defire  of  ail  nations  Jhould  come,  (Hag.  ii, 
7.)  and  that  in  him  all  nations  of  the  earth Jhould  he  blef- 
Jed.  (Gen.  xxii.  18.) 

1 5.  Wholbever  therefore  (hall,  from  a  principle  of 
faith,  which  works  by.  love,  boldly  own  and  declare  his 
belief  with  full  aflent  and  coofent,  in  the  face  of  all  op- 
pofition  and  danger,  in  thefe  perilous  days,  that  Jefus 
is  this  eminently  peculiar  Son  of  God,  and  the  only 
Saviour  of  finnere,  it  is  thereby  manifeft  that  God 
dwells  in  him  by  his  Spirit,  which  has  led  him  Into 
thefe  juft  and  exalted  fentiments  of  Cbrift,  with  a  firm 
adherence  to  him  ;  and  that  he  dwells  in  God  by  faith 

✓and  love,  through  the  . great  mediator. 

16.  $.nd  we,  who  are  bleflcd  with  an  experience  of 
this,  have  been  well  a  fibred,  and  fully  perfwaded,  on 
the  foot  of  the  gofpel -  revelation ,  and  the  concurring 
witnefs  of  the  Spirit  with  our  fpirits,  that  the  molt  pe¬ 
culiar,  tranfeendent,  free  and  diftinguifhing  love  is  in 
the  heart  of  God  towards  us,  and  is  roanifefted  by  his 
fending  hit  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  Jins,  that 
we  might  live  through  him .  (vcr.  p.  10.)  by  this  it 
plainly  appears,  as  has  been  obferved,  (ver.  8.  fee  the 
note  there)  that  .God-  is  all  love  to  us,  and  there  is  no 
fury  in  him  againft  us ;  and  we  may  certainly  conclude 
from  thence,  that  whoever  lives  under  the  power  of  a 
hearty  love  to  him,  and  to  his  children  for  his  lake,  is 
fo  afGmilated  to  the  God  of  love,  as  to  abide  in  a  re¬ 
ciprocal  union  and  communion  with  him. 

17.  By  our  thus  dwelling  in  lore,  it  is  evidently  pro¬ 
ved  to  be  fincere  and  of  conGdcrable  ftrength  1  (fee  the 
note  -on  ver.  1 a.)  and  it  having  this  plain  token  of  God's 
love  to  us,  we  may  afiuredly  hope  to  appear  with  bum¬ 
ble  confidence  before  him, -as  true  believers,  in  the  aw¬ 
ful  day  of  judgement ;  becaufe  as  he  is  all  love  to  us 
fo  we  in  refemblance  of  hint,  and  in  eon  fide  ration  of 
his  love  are  filled  with  a  fupreme  love  to  him,  and  with 
a  fincere  and.  ardent  love  to  the  brethren  for  his  fake, 
even  while  we  live  in  this  tempting  and  enfoaring 
world. 

18.  This  love  is  pf^foch  a  delightful  nature,  that 
though  it  •  be  ever  attended  with  a  holy  filial  reverence 
of  God,  -and  cautious- fear  of  offending  him ;  yet,  as  we 
there hy  know  tbat  we  haVfpdffti  from  death  to  fifty 
(chap.  iii.  14.)  there  is.no  dirtruftfuf,  despairing,  or  ter¬ 
rifying  fear  of  God  in  it,  ag-if  he-verc  our  enemy ;  but 

ft 
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iq  w«  b»» 
llm;.beuafc  ko 
fir&  us.  - 


20  If  a  man 
fav,  I  lov«  Owl, 
and  h* wet  tis 
brother,'  he  »  a 
Mar;  Arteihat 
to  veth  Dot  his 
brother  whom 
he  hath  feeo, 
h<)W  can  K«love 
Gad  whom  he 
hath  not  &eu? 


a  fincere  love  to  him,  and  to  fellow- Chriltians  for  his 
ft  Ice,  especially  when  it  is  exalted  to  its  higheft  pitch 
and  fervour,  under  an  a  {Taring  fenfe  of  bis  love  to  its, 
bioiflxt  all  diffident,  flavilh  fear  of  God :  becaufe  tins 
fort  of  fear  is  a  moll  diftrefling  paffion,  utterly  inconfi- 
ftent  with  a  prevailing  fenfe  of  his  love,  and  with  the 
fweetneft,  pleafure  and  confidence  of  a  complacential 
love  to  him.  It  is  a  plain  confluence  from  hence, 
that  he  who  has  a  fervile  dread  of  God,  as  an  enemy. 
Is  far  from  living  under  the  power  of  that  delightful 
love,  which  fprings  from  faith,  and  confiders  him  as  a 
reconciled  God  and  father  in  Cbrift,  and  as  the  moft  a- 
miable  objeX,  infinitely  lovely  in  himfelf,  and  all  love 
to  us,  (ver.  1 6.) 

19.  Our  love  to  him  »  kindled  by,  and  ts  the  fruit 
and  effeX  of  his  own  free  love  to.  us.  He  was  firft  la 
his  love  to  us,  which  eternally  delighted  hr^aU  his 
thoughts,  fehemes  andpurpofes  of  glorifying  himfelf  in 
our  recovery  and  falvatton  by  his  . Son,  and  which  is  the 
original  caufe  and  pattern  of  all  our  love  to  him ;  and 
the  mamfeftattbns  of  his  love  to  us,  and  our  fenfe  of  it 
and  reflexions  upon  it,  are  the  powerful  motives  of  ours 
again  to  him ;  our  hearts  having  before  heeti  alienated 
from  him,  and  never  would  have  been  in  love  with  him, 
had  he  not  firft.  loved  us,  and  given  us  feme  difeoverica 
of  it  to  induce  our  love  to  him  again. 

so.  This  love  to  God  is  fo  inseparably  connected  with 
love  to  his  children,  that  if  any  one  pretends  to  fey,  I 
love  God,  and  at  the  fame  time  bears  an  uncharitable, 
irreconcileahle  aod  malicious  temper  toward  his  Chri- 
ftian  brother,  he  aXs  inconfifiently  with,  and  gives  the 
lie  to  his  own  profeffion,  and  to  all  that  the  holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  fey  about  fincere  love  to  God,  which  includes  a 
love  to  all  that  bear  his  image  and  belong  to  him :  for 
whoever  he  be  that  has  not  a  cordial  afleXion  to  his 
brother  in  the  feitb  and  fcllowfhip  of  the  gofpel,  whom 
be  has  feen  with  his  bodily  eyes,  in  whom'  he  may  alfo 
fee  vifihle  traces  of  the  image  of  God,  and  who  is  an 
objeX  daily  prefented  to  his  fenfes,  to  raife  his  efteem 
of  him,  and  move  his  companion  and  kinduefs  to  him, 
as  occafions  require ;  how  is  it  likely,  or  even  pofiible, 
that  he  fhould  heartily  love  God,  who  is  invifible  to 
mortal  eyes,  and  makes  no  impreilion  of  himfelf  upon 
the  external  fenfes,  to  afleX  the  heart  and  engage  its  love 
to  him,  which  can  never  be  fincere  without  a  confci- 
entious  jefpeX  to  all  his  commandments  ?  (fee  chap, 
v.  3.) 


,  21.  And 
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21.  And  thb  u  one  great  and  fummary  command* 
racne*  which  wc  have  received  from  him*  as  ye  have 
heard*  (chap*  iii,  2.3.)  and  which  he  has  given  u&in  the 
moral  jaw*  and  with  further  explications  and  enforce¬ 
ments  by  JeftiS  Chrift  in  the  gofpd*  (Match*  xjrii.  37— 
39*  and  John  xv*  12.  i7*)'that  he,  who  fincerely  lovetf 
God,  Qx>uld  alfo  lore  his  Chriftiaa  brother,  who  b ears 
hie  Father's  image*  and  is  dear  to  .bioi;  ?mA  ftinuld 
mate  it  appear  by  this*  that  be  doth  indeed  unfeigned* 
Jy  love  God* 


IEC  O  L  LECTIONS* 

What  a  certain  tat  have  private  Chriflianfl,  as  well  is  others,  in -the  word  of 
God,  to  diftingutfh  bet  ween  thofc  that  broach  errors  concerning  the  divine  per- 
fon  and  faring  offices  of  Chrift,  under  pretence  of  tht  ir  having  the  Spirit  of  God  * 
And  thofc  that, tinder  hi#  gtiidaiw*'  and  influence,  preach  the  truth  as  it  is  w  Je- 
fuv*  and  cordially  own,  and  bravely  profefs,  that  he  la  the  emty  begotten  Son  of 
God,  and  has  really  appeared  k»  human  nature  as  the  Saviour  of  loft  (inrrrs  a-  1 
tnong  both  Jews  and  Gnrtiles  I  AJ1  pretenders  to  the  Spirit  ire  not  of  God, 
nor  sre  tc  be  believed  and  followed ;  and  they  that  are  born  of  Coil  need  not  to 
be  ftumbted  at  them*  finee  thw  ever  hare  been  fuch  in  the  world  ;  r.mi  true 
believers  are  enabled  to  fire  through  them  ami  their  ridu  lions,  and  to  withftand 
1  and  overcome  them  ;  becaufe  God*  who  dwells  i a  them  byjiis  Spirit,  is  mil- 
nitdy  greater,  w&r  and  Wronger  than  the  devil,  who  works  and  prevails  by  his 
antkbrifttanemifTiries,  upon  carnal  men.  And  what  wrrederis  it,  that  people 
of  a  worldly  fpirit  ftiotrid  adhere  to  them,  who  are  like  themlllvcs*  and  accom* 
jnod.it c  thrir  fchevvtes  and  dtfcourft*  to  their  corrupt,  tafte  ?  Hut  the  fcmnts  <4 
God  fpeak  from,  and  for  him,  according  to  his  mind  and  will :  and  Therefore 
are  fuitabfy  regarded  by  thole,  amt  thofc  only  tint  are  well  afiiclal  in  tlurr 
hearts  toward  him .t— How  aftoiiiftung  is  the  free  hwc  of  Cm!  toward  Arch 
finfiil  creatures  af  we  are,  that  Itc  (as  his  bifpired  fervauts  tefttfv)  bas  Amt  his 
beft  beloved  , Son  into  the  world  to  be  the  pretrial  ton  At  our  fin*,  that  we 
might  live  in  all  blcfiednefc  and  glory  far  e*cr  with  him  l  This  is  a  high  drwm- 
ftratioa  pndeed,  that  God  is  love;  and  wc  muft  be,  utter  ftrangm  to  his  amiable 
excellencies,  if  we  don’t  love  him ;  Not  that  we  are  or  can  be  before -hand  wiiii 
bipa  ip  loving;  for  we  love  bim,  beraufc  he  firft  loved  us,  am!  breaufe  w*  ire 
brought,  nndcT  his  influence  rmd  manifcflaijon,  to  know  and  hr  Sieve  it,  Ibis 
melts  our  hearts  am!  gains  over  our  a  (Ted  ions  to  him,  and  t«  Ins  chi  Wren  far 
his  fake*  And  what  ft  Cure  token  is  this  of  our  being  born  of  God;  nrd-of-bra 
dwelling  by  bis  Spirit  io  us,  and  of  cur  union  and  communion  with  Ifm, 
as  thofc  whom  he  loves  ■  Hut  bow  vain  and  prepofttrous  rs  it,  for  any  \*> 
l.  pretend  that  they  have  ft  true  and  hearty  love  ta  that  God?  whom  they  never 
few*  jf  they  have  enmity  io  their  fonUagatnft  thofc  111  whom  his  n  v?- 

fible.  and  whom  they  often  fee  ami  converfc  with !  This  is  giving  the  ite  to  their 
own  profcffion,  and  to  the  declarations  of  God  in  hn  won),  who  has  cotrinuAd* 
cd  that  he  who  loves  him,  ihouldlorc  his  brother  alfo*  Acul  when  fare 'to  God 
imd  one  anot  her  is  genuine  and  abounding,  how  ftrrrt  are  its  workings  !  |t  i«t- 
iiifliesall  (lavifli  tormenting  fear  of  him  and  of  his  wrath,  which  is  incontine  nt 
ivhh  an  afletfliomr c  hivt?  to  him,  Anti  to  his  children  as  fuch+  But  having  th  a 
evidence  of  our  interrft  in  bis  love,  with  what  fatlsrfiifrion  may  we  hope  to  ap* 
l  pear  before  him  with  hnmble  bokfaefe  in  the  day  of  judgement*  as  thofc  that 
;  ire  accepted  of  him  through  biaSom 


at  And  this- 
commandment 
liavc  we  from 
him,  that  bewbo 
Ioveth6od,to*c 
hi*  brother  al¬ 
ly* 


CHAP. 

f 


Cfut. 


Tie  Ftrfi  Epifle  of  Jo  n  h  paraphraftd. 


*$9 


CHAP.  V, 

Tit  Apoflle  conclude  t  bis  argument  far  brotherly  love,  by  Jbcnting  that 
it  is  the  *ffe&  ef  a  new  birth ,  which  produces  fitch  a  love  to  Cody  as 
makes  obedience  to  all  bis  command/Wnls  pteafnnt ,  and  fueh  a  faith 
in  Chrifi,  as  overcomes  this  world,  i — 5.  Then,  to '  ejiabUJb  their 
faith  in  Cbrift ,  he  refers  to  three  witnejfes  in  heaven ,  and  three  on 
earth ,  as  concurring  to  prove  that  Jefus,  the  Son  cf  Cod ,  it  the  true 
fllejiab,6 — 9.  Shews  the  fat isf action  that  the  believer  hat  in  his 
own  foul  about  him ,  jnd  eternal  life  through  him,  and  about  Cod's 
hearing  and  anfwertag  the  prnprs  that  are  offered  tip  according  to 
his  will,  for  our, 'elves  and  others,.  10 — 17.  And  concludes  with  an 
account  of  the  happy  condition  of  true  believers  beyond  the  reft  of  the 
world,  and  with  a  charge  to  renounce  all  idolatry,  x8-~)f.  -  -  •• 


Text. 


Paraphrase. 


W 


rjinfri^ver 
lwlicv- 
t.t h  tliat  Jefus 
is  the  Chriit,  Is 
bora  «f  Cod; 
and  **ery  one  ■ 
that  tarcth  him 
that  Hcgat ,  Ur- 
cfli  h  tmalfothat 
h  begotten  of 
him. 


1  Bytht*  we 
know  that  we 
Jove  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Go'll 
when  we  Jove 
Ged  And  keep 
hie  com™  ud* 
iu*nu. 


3  Pot  thU  is 
the  lore  of  Gn<1, 
that  we  keep 
hi*  command¬ 
ment*  ;  and  his 
contm&ndincnrs 
arc  not 
fl:  U* 


griev* 


1  \T  OW,  to  c!ofe  the  argument  about  brotherly 
X!N  love,  which  has  been  fo  much  infilled  upon  in 
this  epiftle,  ye  ought  feriouily  to  confidcr,  that  whofoe- 
ver  in  hi9  very  heart  believes  that  Jefus  is  the  true  Mcf- 
fiah,  and  has  accordingly  an  intire  dependence  npon 
him,  as  the  anointed  prophet,  prieft  and  king  of  the 
church,  for  all  lalvatiou,  is  regenerated  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  :  and  every  one  who,  from  this  principle  of  faith, 
as  a  fupreme  lore  to  God,  in  bis  eftcein  of  him,  defire 
after  hint,  and  delight  in  him,  who  f  hit  6 -run  will  be - 

fat  us  with  the  ward  if  truth ,  (James  i.  18.)  cannot 
ut  likewifebear  a  good  will  to,  and  talcs  pleafure  in 
his  Chriftiin  brother,  merely  becaufe  he  is  beloved  of 
God,  and  bears  his  image,  as  one  that  is  fpiritually  be¬ 
gotten  of  him. 

5.  It  is  a  plain  token,  by  which  we  know  that  we 
love  the  children  of  God,  with  a  genuine  Chriftian 
love,  merely  on  account-  of  tbi-ir  religion  and  likenel'sto 
him,  when  it  proceeds  from  fuch  a  prevailing  love  to 
God  himfelf,  as  inclines  and  engages  us  fincerely  to  en¬ 
deavour,  hy  his  grace,  to  live  in  all  holy  obedience  to 
Ids  commandments,  relating  to  this  and  every  at  he* 
duty. 

3.  For  this  is  the  true  and  diftinguiftimg  charaflerif- 
tic  of  an  unfeigned  and  governing  love  to  God  ;  and 
this  is  the  tell,  proof  and  evidence  of  its  being  fo,  and 
is  its  proper  tendency  and  efivQ,  that  it  determines  u# 
to  have  *n  impartial  refixrft  to  all  bis  commandments  : 
(P f.  cxix  6-)  and  this  fwcetly  condrains  us  to  pay  a 

con- 


ife 


4  P(jrvimfo* 
crcr  it  bom  of 
God,  ovcrcom- 
9th  the  wtn-ld : 
and  this  »  the 
victory  thut  o- 
vercetneih  the 
world,  /wo  one 

faith- 


5  'Who  is  he 
that  overcome 
*rh~thc  vorld, 
bat  be  that  be¬ 
lie  veth  that  Jc’ 
fiu  i<  the  Sou  of 
God? 


6  This  is  he 
th&ttaxntbywi- 
ter  and  blood,  r* 
Vtn  JefnsCbriA ; 

not  bjwattr  on¬ 
ly,  but  by  water 
aod  blood  *.  and 
"it  is  the  Spirit 
*thnt  beareth 
witaerijbecatkfe 
ihe  Spirit  u 
truth. 
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confrientious  obedience  to  them,  without  picking  and 
chuGng,  or  counting  any  of  them  a  heavy  bur¬ 

den  or  grievous  talk ;  but  attending  to  them  all,  as  com¬ 
prehended  in  the  great  Jaw  of  love*  with  freedom  and 
delight*  (fee  Matth*  si-  29-  30.)  ^ 

4-  For  whofofevcf  is  born  again  by  the  regenerating 
operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God*  he  hitofelf,  and  ** 
yryimfittw*)  a]]  that  new  nature  which  is  born  or  produ¬ 
ced  in  him,  gets  above  the  terrors  and  allurement!  of 
the  men  and  things  of  this  world*  and  even  triumphs 
over  them,  lo  as  not  to  be  difheartned'Or  driven  away 
by  the  one,  or  drawn  aGde  by  the  other,  from  his  duty 
toward  God :  and  the  noble'  oonqueft,  which  we,  of  this 
charader,  obtain  over  every  thing  of  this  w6r]d,  that 
would  obftruft  or  interfere  with  our  love  and -obedi¬ 
ence  to  God,  is  not  by  any  power  of  our  own*  but  by 
the  ftreugth  we  derive  from  Chrift,  tbrtf  faith  in  him, 
whereby  we  trull  in  him  and  in  God  through  him,  amf 
have  realizing  and  alluring  views  and  hopes  of  an  in¬ 
comparably  higher  happinefs  in  the  world  to  come,  than 
'tis  poffibk  for  us  to  lofe  ia  this*  (Heb*  x»  34*  and  xu 

*o 

5*  Who  is  there  of  all  mankind,  whether  Jew  or 
Gentile,  that  ever  hath  obtained  fuch  avi&ory  over  this 
world,  and  is  ib  far  dead  to  everything  in  it,  as  not  to 
be  cooled  in  his  afieftions  toward  God,  nor  alienated  in 
heart  or  life  from  him,  by  any  of-  its  frowns  or  faults? 
Where  is  the  man  that  has  attained  to  this,  but  the 
Chriftian,  who  in  his  very  foul  believer  that  Jrfus  is  the 
true  Mefliah,  and  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  and 
depends  upon  him  by  a  lively  and  effe&uai  faith  a$  fuch 
for  j  unification,  fanfiificatioir  and  complete  falvarion  ? 

6.  This  true  and  only  Mefliah,  even  Jefus  the  anoint* 
ed  Saviour,  is  he  who  came  into  our  world  with  a  com- 
miflion  from  his  heavenly  Father  to  fulfil  the- work  of 
redemption,  which  was  divinely  teftified,  not  only  hy 
his  coming  with  water  at  his  baptifm,  (Mafth.  Hi*  16.) 
but  alfo  with  water  and  blood  at  his  death,  when  the 
writer  of  this  epifllc  particularly  obferved,  that  both  wa¬ 
ter  and  blood  came  forth  from  his  pierced  fide,  iiitima* 
ring,  in  a  fymbolical  way,  the  purification  which  was 
brought  in  by  him  from  the  defilement  and  guiltoflin, 
according  to  what  was  typified  by  legal  waitings  with 
water,  and  with  blood  of  expiatory  facrifices.  (fee  the 
note  on  John  xix.  34*  35.)  And  his  character  was  ar* 
ter  wards  attefted  by  the  holy  Spirit,  in  applying  the 
virtue  of  his  death  to  the  conferences  of  believers  for 
producing  both  thefe  effects,  as  well  as  to  glorifying 

Uuift* 
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Chrift,  by  (hewing  bis  things  to  them,  and  enabling 
bis  fervaats  to.  work  innumerable  miracles  in  his  name} 
and  we  may  depend  npon  the  witnefe  which  theHoly 
Spirit*  in  this  pradical  and  effectual  manner,  bore  n> 
Chrift,  becavfe'he  is,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  Spirit 
,  of  troth.  (John  xiv.  17.}  *  * 

7  Toe  *b«rV  7.  For  there  are  three,  difine  perfons,  the  habitation/ 
bt»rr»w^  of  whoft  glory 'is  in  heaven,  that  bearthetcunited  tef*; 

tfe  f»-  timony  to  the-  incarnate  Saviour  from  thence.  The  fiefr 
iher,  ine’Word.  is  God-the  Father,  who  faid  of  Chrift  at  his  baptifm 
and  .  th* and  transfiguration,  (Matth.  iii.  17.  and  avii.  5.)  this. 

^  ■!*/  beloved  A$n,  in  v/boof'!  am  w #//  f  leafed ;  and 
(Rom.  i.  4.)  declared  him  to  He  the  Son  of  God  -with 
power,  bj  the  reJurreHUnfrom  the  dead :  the.  fecond  is 
the  eternal  uncreated  Word  himfeff,  who  ever  was  God 
with  tBe  father  ^  (Sce  the  note  00  John  i,  1.)  andTSd, 
I  and  my  Feth^SpeoHe  ;  (John.  X.  30.)  and  often  af* 
lerted  his  office,  as  well  as  divine  character  in  the  plain- 
eft  terms,  and'  appealed  for  the  truth  of  it  to  the  mira¬ 
cles  which  he  wrought  by  his  own  power,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  ro  his  rafting' himfelf  from  the  dead:  (John  ii. 
19.J  the  third  of  tnefe  heavenly  witnefiesis  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  gave  abundant  at  reflations  to  our  blefled 
Lord,  as  the  drily  Saviout,  by  his-  vifible  delcent  upon 
hirn  a^his  baptifm,  (Luke  iii.  32.)  and  by  his  coming 
from  the  exalted  Mefliah  in  heaven  to  bear  witnefs  to 
him,  and  to  fpread  his  name,  kingdom  and  glory  in  the 
worlds  And .theft  three  heavenly  iriitoclles,  though 
Vol.  VI.  |  L  perippally 

■  ■  K  O'  T  It; 

^  It  would  W  little  parpafe  te  6th,  it  looks  too  lifce  -a  tautology,  ind 
trouble  the  rtinnnn  EnzKfh  reader  the  beauty  nod  propriety  of  the- con* 
with  The  d ifptites  that  elittrti  cfpechh  ne&ioa  is  loft*  a*  tn ay  appear  tp  any 
lr  of-  larer  *»;«,  have  nafcfl  dboitr  the  that  attentively  read  the  oil*  and  8th 
fpovineaafi  of  this  vcj-fioL  The  learned  to^ibrrt  leaving  out  tbe  7th; 

may  coalalc  bfilk  Xn  Toe.  where  the  and  they  don't  give  us  near  fo  noble  an 
JJh  cl  or  gives  the  fid  5ei  end  firirelt  ac-  introduction  of  the  witncGes,  o*  our 
count' ilia ve  any  where" met  with,  of  prefent  reading  doth;  nor  mako  the 
the  pioaa  that  art  urged  from  ancient  vifible  -  opp  frtioa  to  fame  witnefs  or 
copiuir  verfiom  and  quotations,  on  both  wifnedes  clfewhcre,  as  5s  tuaoifeflJy 
lidci  of  tli«  t|Uf  A!on;  iVoui  the  whole  of  fuggeited  Ju  the  words,  And  third  art 
which  he  concludes,  that  the  arguments  three  that  hear  tn  earth  »er*  SL 

brought  for  the  authority  of  the  text  But  all  ftauds  in  a  natural  and  elegant 
teem  to  hiiu  to  he  fo  ftrong,  that  it  ought  order*  if  we  take  in  the  7th  verfr,  which 
bytio-incui*  to  be  draped,  and  Several  ra-  is  very  agreeable,  and  a  I  mo  ft  pecnlia-  t« 
tioual  evidences  to  iuppon  theanthtn*  the  fUle  and  fevniments  of  our  Apoft:e, 
ticacfs  of  it  may  be  feen  in  Mr  John  who,  of  all  others,  delights  hi  theili  tU 
Reynold's  conttauatipu  of  Mr  Henry's  ties,  the J’jfirr  and  the  iV$r&$  and  who 
**  position,  where  he  makes  moft  of  f  he  h  the  only  latrcd  writer  that  record* 
&Uowh>g  ohfcrraiiiww/witU  which  |  our  Lord**  words,  in  which  he  fpeaksof 
have  ini eritiixed  a  few  others.  If  uc  thtHplrlfs  ef  hiurw^o^  ghrify- 

drop  Lliis  verfe,  and  join  the  gih/te  the  utg  tit mhy  ruceivhtg  ef  hh  things  and 
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perfonaHy  diftinft  in  a  manner  thatinfinirel  y  tranfcends 
all  our  ideas,  are  eflentlally  one  divine  being,  one  thing 
(i* ««)  or  one  God)  in  diftin&ion  from,  and  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  ail  nominal  of  -pretended  deities,  which  by  na¬ 
ture  are  no  gods.  (Col.  fv.  8.) 

8  Awtibemra  8.  And  in  concurring  teftimony  with  thefe  three di- 
thrce  that  bur  vine  perfcwis  in  heaven,  who  fubftft  in' the  unity  of  the 
wiuieMnunh,  Godhead,  and  have  given  their  diftin£t  atteftations  to 
tfc«wTt«;  the  faviug  office  of  Chrift,  *  there  arc  three  pra&icvl 
tb*  blond  i  and  witneflea  to  the  fame  upon  earth.  One  of  thefe  lies  itt 
tii eft  three  *-  ^he  miraculous  gifts  and  faring  graces  of  the  Holy  Spi* 
gi*e  n  one,  ^ ;8  the  fpotieC?  purity  of  Chrift’s  human  na¬ 
ture  and  life,  (Heh.  vii.  a 6.)  and  hit  holy  do&rine,  by 
means  of  which  the  fouls  of  believers  are  fan&tfied,  and 
deanfed,  as  it  were,  with  clean  water,  (John  xrii.  *7* 
t  Pet.  i,  ai.  and  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25-}  as  was  fignified,  not 
only  by  John’s  baptifm,  which  pointed  to  Chrift  for  this 
benefit ;  (Matth.  jit.  11.)  boc  alio  by  our  Lord’s  own  in- 
ftitution  of  the  ftamljng  ordinance  of  Cbriftian  baptifm 
in  the  name  of  the  fatired  three,  which  is  a  fotemn  and 
holy  dedication  of  the  baptifed  to  the  Sqn,  together  with 
the  Father  and  the  holy  Gholt :  and  the  third  of  thefe 
witnefles  is  the  blood  of  the  New  TeJLimerit,  "which  was 
Jbed for  many  for  (At  remlffiott  ofJinst  as  represented  in 
the  Lord's  fupper,  (Matth.  «vi.  28,)  and  applied  to 
purge  the  confcienco  of  true  believers /rem  dead  works 

to 


NO 

trtg  tbw  t*  hh  iGJZtph*i  and 
■m 7  Father  are  cru.  (John  x.  fjo.  XT 
and  xvh  140  The  trinitarian*  there* 
iare  had  Icf*  oetafioit  to  interpolate  this 
than  the  ant Urio  trarian*  had 
to  .nice  it  out  of  the  fccred  canon,  if 
a ny,  -on  cither  fid e,  can  be  fuppofed  to 
be  fo  very  tricked  to  make  fuch  ait 
attempt;  and,  it  is  much  more  likely 
thul  Anne  irkjifcribcr  mijjht,  through  tbe 
fimilitndc  of  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  7U1 
and  8th  verfess  or  through  feme  obfeu- 
Tity  in  tbe  writing  ef  that  part  <rf  hi* 
copy>  caretcfly  flip  over  tbe  7th,  than 
that  any  flinuld  be  fo  daring  a*  design¬ 
edly  to  add  it  to  the  text  =  and  it  can 
fcarcc  be  thought  that  the  Apoftle,  m 
representing  the  foundation  of  the  Ghri. 
ftian  faith,  and  the  variooe  te&i  monies 
that  were  given  to  Chrift,  (bonld  omit 
the  fnpreme  teftimony;  and  yet  with  a 
reference  to  tbe  before  recited  witneflc* 
ihontd  odd,  vcr.  9l  Ifw  receipt  tbe  w>- 
nefi  *f  men,  the  wtnefi  ef  QeHUpeaU 
art  though,  according L  to  tbe  Arina 
of  the  Sib  verw>  no  immediate 


t  r.. 

witnef*  of  God  bad  been  mentioned  be¬ 
fore,  If  we  leave  out  the  7th  ver ft.  (See 
fonts  of  thefe,  and  fitch  like  though nt 
mote  ax  large  in  Mr  Reynold*.  See  id  To 
Dr  Hammond  on  the  place.} 

*  Tbe  whole  context  Aiews  that  the 
wiinefc  here  given  to  Chrift  relate*  moft 
immediately  to  bii  thwafter  ai  the 
great  MdEah,  or  incarnate  Son  of  God, 
and  therefore  be,  a*  tbe  "Word,  Amo- 
i mg  h it  divine  nature*  under  width  he 
i*  mentioned  a*  a  witnefeto  this  vlittrac* 
ter,  ver,  7.  is  a*  proper  a  witnefe  of  it 
a*  cither  the  Father  or  the  Spirit  *,  and 
1  take  the  Spirit  In  ibis  verfe  to  relate, 
not  to  hi*  pcrfonsl  aurilation  to  tbi* 
character  of  Chrift,  which  he  gav«  ai 
one-  of  the  wit  nefle*  in  heaven,  vcr.  7* 
but.ro  hi*  gift*  and  grace*,,  finer  that 
which  1*  born  of  the  Spirit  ia  called 
Spirit;  {John  iih.  vi,}  and  thefe  wbnefs 
to  Chrift  on  earth,  a*  they  appear,  and 
evidently  operate  in,  and  hy  tb«  fob- 
jefis  of  them  oh  earth,  in  confirmation 
of  th  e  ifodfcrinc  of  the  gofpcl  concern* 
iagtiim- 


Gh.  i. 


9  If  m  re* 

tctvtthewitneft 
oiiitfD,  the  wit* 
nrfj  of  (rod  is 
^renter  ;ior  this 
n  the  vitneft  of 
God,  which  ho 
hath  ttflb&jtOfT of 
hit  Soil 


'iiSHethithe- 
trrreth  on  the 
SoonfGod  hath 
the  whnch  m 
hinfrjfi  he  that 
belie  reth  not 
GoJ,  hath  mailo 
Iilrn  a  liar*  he- 
faiifc  lif  bellcv- 
rtU  nif*t  the  re¬ 
tard  thrt  God 
of  bis  Soil 


If  AndtbfcU 
llieretonl  that 
God  hath  ffW^rt 

t'*  US  eternal 
life  \  and  tliFi 

life  is  in  hia 
Son, 
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Ufcrvt  th$  Irving  Cod.  (Heb.  ix.  14,)  And  thefe  three, 
though  they  be  not  one  in  nature  or  offence,  nor  are  to 
be  considered  under  per  fond  agency,  as  the  Father,  the 
Word  and  the  Holy  Gboilarc ;  yet  they  harmontoufiy  a* 
gree,  (**r  tS  u)  unto  the  bearing  of  one  and  the  fame 
pra&icai  teftimony  among  themfelvs  on  earth,  and  with 
the  adorable  throe  in  heaven,  as  to  GbrifFa  being  the 
divine,  complete  and  only  Saviour  of  tinners* 

9*  Now  if,,  according  to  what  is  written  in  the  law 
of  -God>  we  readily  admit  of,  and  depend  upon  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  two  or  three  credible  wimdles  among  men, 
(Deut*  xvii.  6,  and  six*  15.  and  Matrfu  rviii*  16*)  and 
they  are  judged  fufficient  to  determine  all  controverts 
about  human  affairs  in  any  court  of  judicature;  wt 
may  be  much  more  hire  that  the  infallible  teftimony  of 
God  the. Father,  Son  and  Spirit  in  -heaven,  as  welnas 
of  tbofe  three  other  witnefles/ by  divine  appointment, 
on  earth,  ought  to  be  unqurftion  ably  and  absolutely  de- 
pended  upotn  for  this4  U  the  teftimony  of  that  God 
who  cannot  lie,  and  who  in  thefe  various  ways  has  gi¬ 
ven  it  concerning  hia  only  begotten  and  eternal  Son, 
with  regard  to  his  being  the  true  Mcfliah* 

ia  Whofoever,  upon  ail  this  divine  evidence,  cor* 
diaily  believe*  and  trulls  in  the  incarnate  Son  of  GL'd* 
as  thc  only  true  and  alt-fuflirient  Saviour,  he. has,  by. 
the  light  and  influence  of  the  Spirit*  embraced  thitf 
witnefs  of  God,  and  has  an  experimental  and  ratify¬ 
ing  teftimony  in  bis  own  foul  of  the  fuitablenefi,  worth 
and  excellcncvof  Ohrid  \  of  his  abiiity'and  wiiiingneia 
to  fa ve  him;  . and  of  his  being  authorifcd  and  every 
ujay  qualified  to  deliver  him  from  the  guiit  and  power 
of  his  fins,  and  frou^t!  the  mtferies  they  had  entailed 
upon  him,  and  to  conduct  him  fafe  to  heavenly  glory. 
On  the  contrary,  whnfoever,  through  unbelief,  rejects 
the  teftimony  of  tiod  concerning  Chrift  -and  blvation 
atone  by  him,  he  flatly  coutradifU  the  truth  cf  what 
Godlias  hid  ahotir^him,  and  fo,  in  effect,  gives  the 
great  and  holy  God  the  He  ;  bccaufe  he  docs  not  affent 
and  con  font  to,  and  rely  upon  the  plain  and  pofmve 
teftimony,  (r*r  patr vpw)  which  he  has  given  by  his  own 
wimefling,  in  the  ways  above  mentioned,  to  the  me* 
diatorial  character  of  hi$  only  begotten  Son.  . 

it.  And  this  is  the  fum  and  fubftanCc  of  the  divine 
.teftimony,  viz.  That  Gud  the  Farhef,  according  to  the 
eternal  coutifel  and  good  pieafttrs  dL*hi*  will,  has,  on 
ChriiFs  account,  given  to  us  who.*bfelitve  in  him, 
(ver+  13.)  a  right  and  title  to,  ^nd^mtetnefs  for,  to- 
geiher  with  the  beginnings,  earnefts  and  forelaftes  of 
L  2  eteruul 


G  Kv. 


12  TTt  that 
hath  the  Son, 
hath  life;  4#  i  he 
that  hath  not 
the  Si>n  fil'God, 
hath  not  life* 
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-eternal life;  ahd  all  tW  felicity  of  this  moil  excellent 
life  is  purchafed  by,  and  treasured  up  and  fecured  in 
his  Son;  who,  as  the  head  of  his  body,  the  church,  has 
ail  the  fpriugs  and  fulpefs  of  it  in  hiinfdf,  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  us  in  the  difpeufations  of  grace,  which  (hall 
iffiie  in  all  the  hidings  of  eternal' glory. 

12.  Hence- it  plainly  fellows,  that  he  who  is  vitally 

united  to,  and  fo  has  a  fpecial  inteseft  in  the  Son  of 
God,  as  his  heard  and  Redeemer,  through  faith  in' him, 
is  already  fpiritually  alive,  both  "ro  a  legal  and  moral 
fenfe,  and  has  the  whole  of  everlafting  life  in  title  and 
fore  reverfion  :  but  he  who,  through'  unbelief,  «j«&8 
the  Son  of  God,  and  fo,'accofding  to  the  gofpel  con fe¬ 
tation,  excludes  himfelf  from  any  ..peculiar  /elation  to, 
and  interefl  in  him  as  a  divine  Saviour,  Continues  fell 
to  he  dead  in  trefpaflcs  and  fins,  and  has  no  pleadable 
right  or  claim  to  the  bleffings  of  eternal  fife.  (John, 
iii,  36.)  ^  ; 

13.  My. defign  in  feting  thefe  divine  teflimonies  to 
Chrift  in  fo  clear  add  ftrong  a  light  before  you,  who  un¬ 
der  a  fenfe  of  your  heiplefs,  guilty,  loft  and  mined  ftare 
and  condition,  as  finuers  again  ft  .God,-  heartily  receive 
and  depend  upon  bis, eternal  Son  as  your  only  Saviour, 
is,  that  ye  may  be  allured,  for  your  comfort,'  by  the 
witnefs  of  the  Spirit  with,  and  in  your  own  fouls,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  word,  that  ye  have  alt  the  bleifednefs  and 
glory,  included  in  the  notion  of  an  immortal  and  hea¬ 
venly  life,  in  title  and  reverfion ;  ■  and  have  not  only  the 
earnefts  of  it  in  youtfclves,  but-have  the  whole  of  it  in 
Chrift  your  head,  who,  as  fuch,  has  taten  pofleflion  of 
it  for  you:  and  my  further  view  herein  is,  that  ye 
may  he  excited  (till  more  and  more  ftedfafUy,  and  with 
all  humhle  and  jtJyi ul  confidence  and  perfercrance  to 
adhere  to,  and  maintain  a  firm  and  intire  trull  in  the 
-merit  and  mediation  of  the  "only  begotten  Son  of  God. 

14.  And ‘we,  who  really  believe  in  him,  are  not  on¬ 
ly  allured  that  he  will  bring  us  fafe.  to  glory,  but  we 
have  this  further  fatisfaQion  and  holy  bold nefs  ("r  ?**'“’) 
in  our  humble  addrefles  to  the  throne  of  grace  through 
him,  that  even  while  we  are  in  this  world  of  tempta¬ 
tion,  fin  and  forrow,  whatever  we  prefeiit  our  petitions 
to  God  for,  wjth  faith  in  Chrift’s  name,  after  fpeh  a 
manner  as  is  agreeable  -to  his  holy  will,- according  to 
the  notices  he  has  given  of -it  in  the  declat^tions,  pre¬ 
cepts  and  promifes  of  his  want,  he  mercifully  attends 
to,  and  favourably  regards  the  voice  of  our  Applica¬ 
tions.  (Johnxri.  13.  24.  and  Jam.  i.  5.  6.) 

15.  And 


l3Thcfetliiags 
have  1  written 
'onto  \yn  that 
kfcfteve  cm  the 
name  of  the  Son 
of  God;  tharje 
hut  know  that 
ye  Are  nal 
life,  and  that  ye 
may  believe  tm 
the  ntmc-oTtlw 
Son  of  God* 


14  And  this  is 
the  Confidence 
that  wt  hare  in 
J"m»,  that  .if  we 
oik  apy,  thing 
according  to  hie 
viJJ,  he  fretmh 
11s. 


lyo  The  Preface  to  the  Second  EpifiU  tf  J  o  a  n. 

like  the  reft  of  the  bdj  fcriptures,  was  written  for  our  learning,  may 
be  cooGdered  with  an  application  to  any  church  or  body  of  Christian?, 
and  particular  perfons  among  them,  fo  far  as  its  fubje£i  matter  and 
terms  agree  to  them,  as  the  third  epjftle  to  ■  Gaius  may,  and  aa  what 
God  faid  perfonally  to  Joftiua  is  allied  hn  common  to  all  true  belie¬ 
vers,  Heb.  aii.  $.  (fee  the  note  there.) 


In  tbit  Jbort  Utter  the  Apofile  faiuits  the  eiePl  lady  and  her  children, 
r — 3.  Expreffes  hit  joy  in ,  and  further  excites  their  faith  and 
love,  .4-r  6*  Cautions  them  to  he  upon  their  'guard  againf  deceivers, 
vihdm  he  defcnhes,  7—9.  BireSt  their  eanduSl  toward  them ,  10. 
I  £4  And  cbncludes  with  excusing  thejbortaefs  cf  his  writings  by 
a  promiff %  God  willing,  to  make  them  a  vifit,  and  difcaurfe  more 
largely  about  things,  feme  of  which  he  bad  touched  upon  ;  and  with 
fahitatiansfrem  toe  children  of  her  eleS  jifier ,  ia.  13. 


Text. 

THE  rider 
uoto  the  c- 
lecfc  Iftdy,  and 
her  cfaildrcDi 
whoa  I  Jo  vein 


the  trjatlu  end 
not  I  only,  but 
eHbaUttejtttat 
hivt  kttwttthe 
brathi 


4  Forth  et-rntht 
'which 
dwcUerh  in  na, 
aiwHU&llbewtth 

hj  forever  t 


Para  p  h  r  a.s  s.. 

1.  T OHN,  who  by  a  far  advanced  age  in  nature  and 

J  Christianity,  as  well  as  by  his  apoftoltc  office, 
and  that  of  tong  ftanding,  is  the  only  furviving  apoftle, 
and  fo  emphatically  the  elder  of  the  church  of  Chrift, 

.  fends  this  letter  to  the  noble  matron,'  who  is.  well  known 
to  be,  not  only  a  pcrfon.ofhhjh  birth  and  figutein  the 
world ;  ,huti  which  is  moft.of  all  to  her  honour,  aa<ex* 
celfent  and  eminently  choice  Cbriftian,  (fee  the  note 
on  Rom.  i.  i.)  which  carries  an  evident  token  of  God's 
having  from  the,  beginning  chofen  her  to  falvation, 
through  falsification  of.  the  Spirtr,  and  belief  of  the 
:  truth;  (2  Tbeilr.  ii.  13.)  and  .together  with  her,  the 
writer  of  this  cpiftle  includes  her  amiable  children  who 
arc  partakers  of  the  fame  faith  .with  herfelf;  all  of 
whom,  mother  and  children,  I  fincereJy  and  affe&ion- 
atcly  love  in  Chrift,  who  is  the  Truth,  (John.  xiv.  6.) 
and  for  the  fake  of  their  having  embraced  him  and  the 
truth  -of  the  gofpel  1  And  .not  only  1  myfelf,  but  all 
tbofe  likewife  that  have  heard  of  them,  and  imperially 
that  have  the  honour  of  their  acquaintance,  abd  are 
themfelves  enlightened  with  a  fpmtual  and  experimen¬ 
tal  knowledge  of  Cbrift  and  of  bis  true  doctrine,  (ver  9.) 
bear  a  high  adeem  of  them. 

2.  This  our  afie&ion.  is  of  a  fpiritual  nature  merely, 
or  chiefly  at  leaft,  on  account  of  the  Lord  Jefus  who  is 
the  truth,  and  of  their  harmonious  agreement  with  us 
jn  receiving  the  word,  of  truth,  with  which  God  of  his 
own.  will  has  begotten  us;  (Jam.  i.  i8.)jutd  which, 
being  an  incorruptible  feed,  abides  as  a  true  and  living 
principle  of  faith  and  holitiers  in  us,  and  will  remain, 
as  fuch^  in  our  fouls  all  our  dap  upon  earth,  and  then 
flouriih  up  into  eternal  life  in  heaven. 

3,  In 
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17  AH  uijrigh.  17.  It  mul):  be  owned  indeed  that  all  iniquity,  (»!«■«) 
tertnCnrfs  i* fins  a8  |t  js  contrary  to  what  it  right  and  juft  toward  God, 
fin  \^r  gam  or  man,  ie  a  deviation  (*wTM1)froiii  the  holy  law  of  God, 
death*  and,  u  fuch,  in  ft  rift  juftice  drierves  death.  But  as, 

under  the'  Jewifh  difpenfation,  there  were  different 
forts  and  degrees  of  fin,  fome  of  which  were  ppnilhed 
with  death  without  mercy  ;  (llcb.x.  16.)  while  others 
admitted  of  an  atonement  1  (fee  Lev.  chap.  iv.  v.  and 
vi.)  fo,  tinder  the  gofpel  ftate,  there  is  a  fort  of  finning 
which  is  not  aggravated^  like  that  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  or  that  of  utter  apoftacy,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  pardoning  grace,  though  a  finpere  believer 
tnay,  .through  temptation”  and  infirmity,  like  David, 
Peter,  and  others,  fall  into  'heinous  fins;  and  there- 
fore  it  is  lawful  and  a  duty  to  pray,  that  be  who  Jna 
been  guilty  of  Only  fuch  fort  of  fina  may  lie  forgiven 
for  Ch rift's  fate,  according  to  God's  prooitfe  in  his  co¬ 
venant  to  his  people.  (Hcb-  viii.  12  ) 

18.  We  who  have  ’received  Cbrift,  as  the  only  Sa¬ 
viour,  are  wdl  affured,  both  from  the  word  of  God, 

. _  ^  and  from  the  immortal  nature  of  true  grace  in  the  heart, 

lie  that  is  teg**  and  from-  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  keep  it 
ten oTO&d.ketp- .  alive,  that  whoever  is  really  regenerated  by  the  Spirit 
cth  imriftl^  «od  Qy  jb  never  (fffFered  to  commit  the'  unpardonable 
fin  ;  *  nor  doth  he  with-  full  come  fit  and  deliberation 
perii ft  in  the  prafticc  of  any  known  iniquity  whatfoe- 
ver  j  but  he  who  is  fpintually  begottCn  of  God,  and  fo 
horn  again,  has  an  utter  deteftarion  of,  and  abiding 
contrariety  of  heart  againft  fiictrways  of  finning  j  in  fq 
much,  that  by  watchfulnefi  and  p/ayer,  and  by  ftrengtb 
derived- from  Chrift,  be  takes' care  to  keep  himfelf  from 
them>  and  Satan,  that  wicked  fpirit,  has  no  power  to 
Influence  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  carry  him  into 
a  determined  oppofitfon  to  j^hrift,  or  courfe  of  finning 
that  (hall  end  in  utter  apomey. 

19.  And  we  are  well  fattsfied  that  we  are  fo  born  cf 
God,  as  to  be  partakers  pf  -a  divine  nature,  which  is  a 
powerfnl  and  abiding  principle  of  all  holincfs ;  and  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God,  in  a  peculiar  relation  to 
him,  and  fide  with  hjoi }  and  we  knqw  that  all  tbc 

‘  ‘  reft 

NOT  E* 

T  Whecvrr  ii  Itirp  fttmetS  net  oirn  Chrift,  but  rfwayi  obftfqateJy  fet 

feemtf  here  to  relate  particularly  tu  (be  ibcmiblves  agatuft  bim;  and,  *0  *n<*- 
pnpardp^ablc  jj*  againft  tbc  Hp\$  thcivVas  chargeable  e»  thnfe.wh«  bad 
CboXtof  t<i  tbt  lii]  <if  tnttl  anoftacj;  been  tnlfpbtncd,  ind-nvde  a  profeflina 
pn*  9*  FfMcb,  *9  I  tafcc  was  'of  faith  \n  him  j  *u(l  Jtt*  m  the  apuftlts 

/puktf^ofvfr.  ib,  30 d  perhapt .  bo:h  had  befbv*  fpqke  of  ir«*  belle w* 

tn^he  bMlphcroy  againft  ibofc  that  c;innpt  tin  ^iiberaiely,  anti 
tnpHgly  Ghnftj  at,  id  one  view,  it  was  with  ini!  cenfcnt  and  jppmbatioa.  (cl*. 
/nunJ  ip  tbotii  wh*,  imJar  ati  the  light  ill  6  V  Tee  the  nnre  That  fr&lfi 

gf  gP/W  rfvsfbjtipji,  ji&rer  ^oiut(  is  alft  fcggeftediDtJac  paraphrifc* 


>8  We  know 
that  ^Uafocver 
»  born  of  floJv 
lionetti  not,  but 


til  at  Tricked  «no 
touche vb 
not,  ' 


jQjtnJwtkuqw 
that  we  arc  of 
Ofltl,  and  the 
trjiole  wurldH- 
0th  la  wicked' 
pefe*  ' 
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I K  Andwaknaftr 
That  the  Sob  of 
Cod  i)  cent, 
and  hath  given 
n*  an  tinder- 
lUnding  that 
we  may  know 
him  that  it  true, 
and  we  arr  in 
him»tha.t  ittntc 
tvtn  in  hn  Son 
JdVu  CImiL 
This  ii  the  true 
trod,  and  errr- 
najlife. 


reft  of  mankind  who  are  ftrangtri  to  this  new  birth, 
and  make  up  the  greateft  part  of  this  world,  continue 
voluntarily  under  tbe  power  of  fin,  and  of  the  wicked 
one*  {»  to  ver.  18.)  and  mult  be  ranked  muter 
him  as  their  bead  and  prince,  who  works  in  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  dtfbbedtcnce.  (£ph.  ii.  2.)' 

20.  And,  from  all  the  undoubted  proofs  before  in¬ 
filled  on,  we  certainly  know  chat  .Jefus,  the  Sou  of  God, 
has  afliimed  human  nature,  and  actually  come  into  this 
lower  world,  to  put  away  fin  by  the  (acrifice  of  hiin- 
felf ;  (Heb.  ix.  2d.)  and  wc  knowby-dur  own  happy 
experience,  that  he  has  not  only  given  us  an  external 
revelation  in-  his  word,  but  has  enlightened  the  eyes  of 
our  minds  by  an  internal  operation  of  his  Spirit,  that 
we  might  have  a  laving  knowledge  of  him  who  is  Truth 
itfielf :  And  we  are  vitally  united  to  him,  wboj-tWall 
that  he  has  faid,  is  the  true  aud  falthful  witneCs,  (Rev. 
i.  y.)  even  Jefus  Chrift  the  eternal  Son  of  God.  *  This 
Jefus,  (»*«)  in  his  original  nature,  is  the  only  living 
and  true  God  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  and 
our  faith  in  him,  who  has  life  in  himfelf,  and  is  the 
purchafer  and  giver  of  Ipiritual  life  to  us,  will  certainly 
tfTue  in  eternal  life.  (John  v.  26.  and  xvii.  3.) 

21.  Upon  the  whole  then,  my  dear  children,  whom 
I »  affectionately  love  as  a  father  doth  his  tender 
babes,  let  all  thefe  confideratiohs  engage  you  to  ab- 
flain  from  every  appearance  of  fellowfhip  with  pagans 
in  their  idolatrous  worftiip  of  falfe  gods,  from  all  ufe  of 
images,  as  representations  of  the  deity,  or  as  mediums 
of  worfbip,  and  from  every  idol  of  your  own  hearts  ;  and 
coniider  Chriil  as  the  true  God,  (vcr.  20.)  that  ye  may 
be  fecured  again/!  idolatry  in  the  worlhip  which  ye  pay 
to  him.  So  may  it  be,  to  hts'and  his  Father's  honour, 
and  to  your  own  comfort  and  fetation !  In  leltimony  of 
my  dcGrd&nd  hope  of  its  being  fo,  1  heartily  lay.  Amen, 

•NOTE. 

*  To  dear  up  and  cbUiA  tbe  feafe  Tet-moas  an  Jefus  Chrift  God-mas,  pigs 
of  this  pafiage,  as  aflerting  that  thrift  jff.  (a 
it  the  true  Gotl  ben  intended,  fc*  njf 


«i  LirtWfhU- 
dren,  keepyonr 

frlwrfrwam,. 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  divine,  infallibly  true*  and  moft  certainly,  of  all  others,  to  be  depended 
vpoDf  are  the  nmnero«a  united  itftimonies  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the 
great  M*  who  i$  lh*  eternal  Son  of  God,  thr  fame  in  nature  and  perfecli* 
ons  with  the  Father*  and  his  come  into  our  world  for  the  redemption  of  loft 
Onneral  Afcthe  Father,  Son  and  Spirit  (who,  though  diftind  per/ems,  are  one 
divine  FWrg)  bore  witnds  to  him  from  heaven  ;  fo  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  in 
tbe  believer*  heart,  the  purifying  etfeds  of  his  death  in  the  wafhing  of  regene¬ 
ration*  arnTthc  rt;n.ifUoA  of  £c«  through  laith  in  hi*  blood,  agree  in  tbrir  trJ>^ 

mooy 
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The  Firfi  Epifik  if  Jo  ft  n  'patapbt*ft<L 

jnonyoD  «Tthtobim,  asthc  only  and  dl-ftfliefent  Saviour  i  And  he  who,oD 
4 he  credit  of  this  complicated  fiihftantial  tcftimooy*  heartily  believe*  and  trufts 
in  tbc  Son  of  G**d  for  all  Jahraticftij  has  an  experimental  and  fatisfying  witntfs  in 
bis  own  foul*  which  frts  to  its  feat  that  God  fa  true*  and  dates  venture  his  e* 
teraal  alHipon  it,  Hut  be  who  rejcAs^his  teftnnony,  through  unbelief,  given 
the  lie^o'the  great  God  himfcfty  the  (inn  of  vrhofetiefttniony  is,  that  he  has  gi¬ 
ven  to  believers  eternal  life  ;  and  this  life  is  fafiriy  treafured  up  for  them  in  hfa 
S do*  And  O  how  great  is  their  happinefs  !  They  are  born  of  Godt  and.  bear 
bis  image  as  his  children,  and  obtain  a  noble  vidoryever  this  world  by  their 
faith  :  /they  have  eternaHife  in  and  through  Jefufc  thrift  ;  find  all  their  prayers 
‘of  faith  are -beard  andanfwertd  for  things  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God,  What 
t feh  provifcn  and  encouragement  is  here  for  perfcveradce,  with  Increafing'bope 
and  joy,  in  the  livcly  excreifes  of  their  frith!  Though  there  beftifl  remainders 
of  iin  in  them,  they  ednnot  deliberately  and  wilfully. go  into  the  practice  of  any 
iniquity,;  but  are  under  the  government  of  tbit  love  to  God*  which  cr^/gea 
them  jfiticerely  to  love  Ids  children,  becaufe  they  are  begotten  of  him  after  bis 
own  tflenefs*  amUotake  ple&fiiire  in  beeping  all  bift  comma ndments,  Every 
tranfgrtiliofcof  tbc  law,  is  by  its  fentencc,  andinth^jufticc,  worthy -of  death  * 
but  none  Of  them  is  fo  great,  as  not  to  admit  of  pantos  through -feitlHn  tbcSon 
of  God,  except  thc  Jin  againft  the  Holy  Gboft,  which  includes  total  apbfrady  in 
thofr  who  once  made  a  profeffion  of  thrift,  and  i*  utterly  inconfHtent  with  true 
faith  ui  Mm ;  and  fo  fhall  never  be  forgiven*  But  there  is  room  for  prayer,  and 
hflpeof  recovery  for  an;  that  have  not  yet  committed  this  bin f  which  no  tme 
believers  can  ever  fall  into ;  For  they  being  born  of  God*  and  united  to  Chrift* 
arc  under  efficacious  influence  to  feeure  them  again  ft  the  doriFs  ever  being  able 
to  draw  them  into  that  unpardonable  fin.  Hut  all  the  unregeocrate  part  of  the 
world  teduin  Under  the  power  of  fm  and  Sat  aft,  whom  they,  as  fervants,  wil¬ 
lingly  obey and  they  muft  pcrifli  in*  and  fortbeir  iniquities ;  unlela,  by  divine 
grace,  they  be  turned  from.  them,  and  brought  to  believe  in  Cbrifl  Jbr  the  rc- 
miffibn  of  them,  May  we  therefore,  in  folrmn  refte&tons  on  all  this,  abfo- 
lutely  renounce  every  hind  of  idol,  and  worfbip  the  Lord  our  God,  and  him  on¬ 
ly  ;  and  never  entertain  a  degrading  thought  of  Chrift,  who,  together  witb  the 
Father  and  Spirit,  is  the  true  God,  and  'the  author  of  eternal  life  I  To  whom 
be  glory  now  andfor  ever-  Amen* 


169 


A  V  ft  A  C  T  I  C  A  L 

E  X  P  0  S  I  TION 

O  F  T  H  £ 

Second  Epiftle  general  of  John. 

In  the  Torn  of  a  Paraphrase, 


The  Preface  »  the  Second  Epiftle  of  J  o  h  n. 

THE  rriatttrr  and  dlHe.,  the  spirit  of  Jove,  and  man  j  expreffidns 
in  this  -and  ‘the  Aid  epiWe  (which  are. thought  to  have  been 
Wrote  foon  after  the  firll)  heing-Woi  like,  butt  he  very 
fame,  with  thofe  thatappear  in  the  fifft  epittle  erf  the  ApoftleJ&ho, 
tbefe,  as  well  aa  that,  hare  been  generally,- and  -with  good  reafon,  re¬ 
ceived  as  canonical  pieces  -of  bis  writings.  '(See  the  preface  to  the  firft 
epiflle.) 

This  fecond  eplftle,  as  many  yudictous-expcfiKws  think,  was  wrote 
to  Come  noted  perfon  of  quality  and  eminent  Chriftian  matron,  whofe 
proper  name  was  efther  Ele&a  (■«*»*■«)  which  we  lender  ele£t,  or 
Cyrta,  (tvj.«)  which  is  rendered  lady,  and  to  her  religions  children, 
as  the  third  was  personally 'to  Gaius ;  while  others  fuppofe,  that  by 
the  eleCt  lady  is  meaht  in  a  figurative  fenfs,  fome  New  Teflament 
church,  as  a  colle&ivebody,  molt  probably  at  Jerusalem,  and  by  her 
children,  tire  particular  members  of  that  church  \  and  that  by  tne  e- 
le&  lifter  (rer.  13.)  is  meant  the  church,  where  the  apoflie  refided 
•whCn  he  wrote  this  epiftle.  But  whatever  dubious  conjectures  may 
Jic'on  one  or  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  I  rather  take  it  to  be  meant 
of  fome  particular  perfon  and  her  children,  whether  her  name  were 
Cyria  or  Ele£ta,  or  not  f  becaufe  the.  apoftle  fpcaking  in  the  fingnkr 
'  n  timber  fays,  (ver.  4.  5.)  I  rejoice  greatly  that  l found  of  thry  children 
vj alki^g  in  the  truth.  And  I  bejeech  thee,  Lady,  not  as  though  I 
vrdte^a  nevr  commandment  to  thee,  which  does  not  feem  to  be  very 
properly  uoderftood  of  a  church;  and  fpeakmg  of  the  ele£t  filler’s 
children  greeting  her,  (ver.  13.)  he  exprefles  it  in  the  Angular  num¬ 
ber,  faying  greet  thee.  Accordingly  the  pataphrafe  keeps  up  the  air 
of  a  perlbital  addeds  to  the  ele£t  lady  and  her  children,  which  as  it. 


lyo  The  Preface  to  the  Second  EpifiU  tf  J  o  a  n. 

like  the  reft  of  the  bdj  fcriptures,  was  written  for  our  learning,  may 
be  cooGdered  with  an  application  to  any  church  or  body  of  Christian?, 
and  particular  perfons  among  them,  fo  far  as  its  fubje£i  matter  and 
terms  agree  to  them,  as  the  third  epjftle  to  ■  Gaius  may,  and  aa  what 
God  faid  perfonally  to  Joftiua  is  allied  hn  common  to  all  true  belie¬ 
vers,  Heb.  aii.  $.  (fee  the  note  there.) 


In  tbit  Jbort  Utter  the  Apofile  faiuits  the  eiePl  lady  and  her  children, 
r — 3.  Expreffes  hit  joy  in ,  and  further  excites  their  faith  and 
love,  .4-r  6*  Cautions  them  to  he  upon  their  'guard  againf  deceivers, 
vihdm  he  defcnhes,  7—9.  BireSt  their  eanduSl  toward  them ,  10. 
I  £4  And  cbncludes  with  excusing  thejbortaefs  cf  his  writings  by 
a  promiff %  God  willing,  to  make  them  a  vifit,  and  difcaurfe  more 
largely  about  things,  feme  of  which  he  bad  touched  upon  ;  and  with 
fahitatiansfrem  toe  children  of  her  eleS  jifier ,  ia.  13. 


Text. 

THE  rider 
uoto  the  c- 
lecfc  Iftdy,  and 
her  cfaildrcDi 
whoa  I  Jo  vein 


the  trjatlu  end 
not  I  only,  but 
eHbaUttejtttat 
hivt  kttwttthe 
brathi 


4  Forth  et-rntht 
'which 
dwcUerh  in  na, 
aiwHU&llbewtth 

hj  forever  t 


Para  p  h  r  a.s  s.. 

1.  T OHN,  who  by  a  far  advanced  age  in  nature  and 

J  Christianity,  as  well  as  by  his  apoftoltc  office, 
and  that  of  tong  ftanding,  is  the  only  furviving  apoftle, 
and  fo  emphatically  the  elder  of  the  church  of  Chrift, 

.  fends  this  letter  to  the  noble  matron,'  who  is.  well  known 
to  be,  not  only  a  pcrfon.ofhhjh  birth  and  figutein  the 
world ;  ,huti  which  is  moft.of  all  to  her  honour,  aa<ex* 
celfent  and  eminently  choice  Cbriftian,  (fee  the  note 
on  Rom.  i.  i.)  which  carries  an  evident  token  of  God's 
having  from  the,  beginning  chofen  her  to  falvation, 
through  falsification  of.  the  Spirtr,  and  belief  of  the 
:  truth;  (2  Tbeilr.  ii.  13.)  and  .together  with  her,  the 
writer  of  this  cpiftle  includes  her  amiable  children  who 
arc  partakers  of  the  fame  faith  .with  herfelf;  all  of 
whom,  mother  and  children,  I  fincereJy  and  affe&ion- 
atcly  love  in  Chrift,  who  is  the  Truth,  (John.  xiv.  6.) 
and  for  the  fake  of  their  having  embraced  him  and  the 
truth  -of  the  gofpel  1  And  .not  only  1  myfelf,  but  all 
tbofe  likewife  that  have  heard  of  them,  and  imperially 
that  have  the  honour  of  their  acquaintance,  abd  are 
themfelves  enlightened  with  a  fpmtual  and  experimen¬ 
tal  knowledge  of  Cbrift  and  of  bis  true  doctrine,  (ver  9.) 
bear  a  high  adeem  of  them. 

2.  This  our  afie&ion.  is  of  a  fpiritual  nature  merely, 
or  chiefly  at  leaft,  on  account  of  the  Lord  Jefus  who  is 
the  truth,  and  of  their  harmonious  agreement  with  us 
jn  receiving  the  word,  of  truth,  with  which  God  of  his 
own.  will  has  begotten  us;  (Jam.  i.  i8.)jutd  which, 
being  an  incorruptible  feed,  abides  as  a  true  and  living 
principle  of  faith  and  holitiers  in  us,  and  will  remain, 
as  fuch^  in  our  fouls  all  our  dap  upon  earth,  and  then 
flouriih  up  into  eternal  life  in  heaven. 

3,  In 


Tb*  Sttfoni  Epf/llt  <jf  John  paraphrafed.  vfi 

i  Gr«e«  be  3,  Inthe  fulnefs  of  my  fieirt,  and  ^ith  humble  cou- 
TvtU  iS*,pe»«  fidencc  that'  my  defire  ihall  be  arifwered,  I  carncftly 
lYnu/csod  tb<  be*  for  yiiu,  (w^«»)  mower  and  children,  that  aJ!  the 
i'sthcnnd  fWm  riches  of  free  lore  and  favour,  all  tender  companion 
*•  if*l  and  pardoning  mercy,  and  all  manner  bf  peace  in  yoiir 
of  Vhc  Father!  (nrB  fool*,  with  'God  and  one  another,  and  with  the' 
in  truth  and  whole  houfhold  of  faith,  together  with  all profperity  of 
Mve.  every  kind,  especially 'in  your  fpiritual  concerns,  may 

abound  towards, :  and  abide  with'  yon  all,  •/“") 
from  God  the  Father,'  who  in  the  oeepnomy  of  feta¬ 
tion,  is  to  be  considered  as  the  original  fountain  of  all 
bteflmga ;  and  from  the  anointed  Lord  and  Saviour, 
who  rri  his  divine  nature  is  the  eternal  Son  of  the  eter¬ 
nal 'Father  withltbi  moft  eminent  propriety,  and  with 
ybe  higheft  delight,  as  he  is  the  brightnefe  of  thfi-Fa- 
lher*j  glory,  arid  the  exiwefe  image  of  his  perfon,  and 
is  the  deareft  Son  6f  fits  love  ;  (Heb.  i.  3,  and.Cof«i. 
I3.}  and  who  in  'his  office -capacity  is  the  only  media¬ 
tor,  purchafer  and  difpehfer  of  all  the  hleffings  that  come 
from  thp  Father  through  him.  All  this  1  carncftly  wilh- 
and  hope' in  the  fincerity  and  affe&ionofmy  bean  for. 
you,  *  that  ye  may  be  eftabltfhed  in  triith  and  love,  and 
perfeverc  in  the  profeffioQ  of  them  according  to  the  gef* 


4  t  wjatced  4- 1*  teftimony  of  the  Gncerityof  my  love  and  deGre 
gristly,  ibai  1  for  you,  I  Can  affbre  your  ladyfnip  that  my  foal  was 
Jnundnfthychil*  warmed  with  exceeding  joy,  [«■')  becaufe,  upon  good 
dren  ^»lkiog4n  ev|dence,T  was  weil  fatisfied  that,  of  the  children  which 
live  Wcrivedl  God  has  gracioufly  given you,  there  are  fome,  at  leaft, 
coiniitandinent  who  have  not  only  received  Chrift  and  the  truth  of  the 
faun  tlu  Fa-  gofpdln  the  notions  of  their  heads,  hut  have  received 
*b(r'  them  with  faith  and  loire  to  influence  their  hearts  and 

lives  ;i  jnfpmoch,  that  wherefoever  they  go,  their  con- 
yerTau.on  1$  anfwerable  thereunto,  - in  obedience  to  the 
jiply  commandment,  which  we  the  apotlies  of  Chrilt 
)ave  received  from  pod  the  Father  with  a  commiftion 
.  .  ,  to  declare  it. 

5*  And  now,  as  the  end  of  the  commandment  is 
dv.notutijbtigb  charity,  ou?  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  conscience, 

and 


note  s. 

T,r  JH  tr*th  end  Iot0  may  relate  either  or  other*  fome  of  her  fooi  Had  travelled 
Jo  Cbrilt’f  being  the  Sop.  of  the  Fattier*.  4bmad>  a4  fbc  word  jj(yiwlict)  m.iy 
•F  to  the  3prttfe'ft  wilhing  that  fiffnilyi  and  that  the  epuitte,  had  met 

merchant!  fftce might  be  wtb  or,"  with  tbcui,  aqd  (ten  thejr  excellent  fpi- 
to  the  end  iar  which  ho  defired  thi*  <m  Ttt  and  deportment  to  be  a*  became  tbe 
-fbdr  behalf  as  represented  in  tbe  para-  gtifpcl  of  Chrift,  and  therefore  foOte  of 
pbivfc.  tbe  in  a*  perfim*  wliocq  he  had  jbflltd 

*  1 1 1  p  probable  that,  oq  one  ocufon  walking  ia  thf  troth. 


*7* 

I  wrotf  ft  new 
<wn&tedment 
witt  Acc,  Int 
4>t  irliidive 
b^4ro«tlebc* 
hic.m 


6 

lw,  tfctt  »c 
Wi  aftfef  .'In 


Till  iitbecoro- 
AattdAatttlai 
aijvUfflfivd 


vinft  n  tnaM 
valkmiL 


7  For  many 
decnWm  xrc 
antrcdte  the 
Vprl4»*tecoa- 
Afi  Oot  thftt  Je- 
fin  drift  if 
tome  iatbdldb 
Thlf  ..I*  ~a 
cover  and 


ifir  we 

Spi  lat  tliofc 
iojp^li|thvc 


Tir  Second  Epiftle  J  q  a  tt  parapbrq id. 

and  of  faith  unfeigned,  (,r  Tim.  i.  5.)  one  -grot  reafirn 
of  my  wiiting  is  to  intreat  you,  dear  lady,  to  cultivate 
a  holy  ditpofukm  conformable  to  the  nature  and.de* 
fig  a  of  the  greattaw  of  love,  (Matth.  xtx.  19.}  not  that 
1  mean  to  write  and  fccommend  to  you  any  near  com* 
mandiftent,  as  though  I  would  impale  any  thing  that 

Iou  are  not  already  acquainted  with  and  obliged' to  o- 
cy  $  but  what  1  fpeak  of  is  only,  forfubftaiice,  that 
fummary  comprehenfire  commandment  of  the  fecond 
table  of  the  moral  law,  which  was  enjoined  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Mofatp  difpenTation,  !and  which  onr 
;hlefled  Lord  repeated  .and ..further  explained,  inculca¬ 
ted  and  inforced  by  evangelical  motives,  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  his  miniftry,  qamely,  that  from  a  principle  of 
love  tp  Go«J,  we,  asbis  di(ciplefi,  (hbu|d  bear  a  hearty 
affe£tiou  one  towards-  another,  in  imitation  of  his  love 
tons.  (Seethe  noteon  John  xiu.  344 
. '  6.  And  this  is.tbe  teft,  proof  and  evidence  of  a  truly 
•  Cbriftian  love,  and  is  its  genuine  tendency  and  effeu, 
that  it  engages  us  to  have  a  conTctentipus,  cheerful  and 
oniverul  refpefit  to  allGod’s  conms»»<Jment8.  (1  John 
v.  3.).  But  the  law  of  love,'  «,{pjrmgij>g  from  faith  in 
Cfmft,  (t  Johri  iii  22.  23.)  ati|  influential  to  all.  holy 
obedience,  is  the  commandment,  which  I  have  princi¬ 
pally  in  my  eye,  -that,  .according  .wwint  ye  have  beard 
of  it  his  the  preaching-qT  the  word,  eyer  fince  ye  were 
firfl;  acquainted  with  Chriftianity,  ye  ihould  carefully 
continue  .to  pat  it  into  prs&icc  fuitable  to -the  defiga  of 
thegoTpel.  „ 

7.  Tor  many  falle  teachers  are  gqne  abroad  in  the 
world,  on  purpofe  to  teduce  Chrittians  from  the  way.  of 
evangelical  faith,  love  and  obedience,  and  to  lap. the 
foundation  of  them  all  by  their  pernicious  errors,  who 
are  fo  far  from  believing  and  acknowledging,  that  they 
flatly  deny  our  Jcfus  to  be  the  only  true  Meffiab,  who 
bas  aftually .  appeared  in  human  nature  to  fulfil  the 
work  of  redemption  (fee  the  note  on  t  John  iv,  2.)  or 
deny -his  having  had- a  real  body  of.  flefh,  but  affirm 
that^he  lived  and  died  in -appearance  only.  Whoever 
efpaufes  and  broaches  fuch  heretical  notions,  he  is  one 
of  thofe  deluders  of  the  people,  and  direct  oppofcrs  of 
the  perfon,  doctrine,,  and  glory  of  C brill,  and  of  the. 
•whole  -of  hjs  firing  'office,  -.  which  he  foretold  would  -  a* . 
fife;  (Matth.  niy.  ».)  and  -of  which  I  have  given 
warning.  ,(i: John  ,ii.  18.' 


M .... 

$.  Beware  therefore  of  them,  .look  aboyfyou,  ftaji.d, 
•mother  and  children ,  upon  yout:guard,:acd  take  heed 
that  tout  own  faith  and  practice  be  not  corrupted  by 
'  ’  •  (hem  5 


fie  Smuti  Splfth  pf  J  o  ir  n  paeitpitftfei. 


m 


haw  wfowgh*. :  ttvcoi  ^  that  fo  neither  ye  you  riel ves,  •nor  we  die  fer- 
but  that  «  ™-  Tants  Chrill,  may  lofe  the  good  fruit  o£  oqr  mioi* 
wwe*  ttU”'  ftryr  tririch  was  inftrumental  in  gaining  you, qff& to 
Cbriftt  sot  obJy  in  prcfeffion,  but,,  as  we  truft,  in  <■ 
eerily  and  truth  :•  Bne,  -after-all  the  attempes  of  ifeqet- 
trereto  pervert  yonj  hold  that  fall  which  ye  have,  that 
00  man  take  your  ctown>  (Rev,  iii.  u.)  and  that  we, 

.  together  with  you,  'may  reap  the  whole  of  the  blcfled 
reward,  anfoerablc  to  the  utrooft  oftfer  hopes  and  de- 
fires,  which  God,  for  Chrjft’s  fake,  has  gracioufly  pro- 
mifed  to  hi*  faithful  fervams-that  turn ;  many  to  rtgnte* 
oufrtds ;  (Dan.  aii.  3.)  and  to  all  them  that  love  him. 
(Jam.  i.  xa.)  . 

9  wfcofiewr  9-  Let  men’s  pretences  he  what  they  win,  every  one 
tranf^efletK.  who  allowedly  tranfgrdles  the  law  of  God,  sndpariv- 
"ot  chlirly  that  of  love,  (ver.  t.  6.)  and  do  natedoSmue  to 
rf^CUrift.  Uati  hold  and  profefc.  the  pure  doctrine  of  Chrift,  as  the 
nor  Godt  he  true  Melhah,  (i  John  iL  22- — 34.)  he  has  not  the  Spi- 
th»t  aUdeth  ia  nt  of  God  dwelling  in  him,  nor  has  he  any' claim  to  . 
chrifT'iie  h*  tH  an  *nWrc^  *h  -God,  or  in  bis  favour  and  lot*.  He,  oil 
both  tbeVather  the  contrary,  who-eontiboes  to  bdieVeand  profefi,  and 
and  the  Sen.  to  pra&ife  according  to  the  dodlrine  of  Chrill,  and 
concerning  him,  if  a  true  believer,  in  fpiritual  and 
holy  union  and  communion  both  with  the  eternal  Fa- . 
tber  and  his. eternal  Soar  (i«.Johq  i,  3.  and,iu  24,)-! he 
Spirit  of  the  Father  and  Son  dwells  tn- him,  (1  John  ie. 
a.)  aod  he  has  a  fore  intereft  in  their  favour  and  love, 
to  if  there  10,  If  there  he  any  one  that  comes  to  yon  with  pre- 
tome  any  unto  tehees  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  doth’  riot  bring  the 
not*  ild$  forementioned  do&rine  of  Chrill  in  his  mimftraUfltiB, 
ulne,1  "receive  but  advances  principles  fubverfive  of  it,  give  him  no 
him  not  into  hofpiiable  entertainment,  more  thin  the  common  laws 
jour  bAtifc,  pej-  0f  humanity  require,  as-  though  be  were  welcome  to 
your  houfe  1  no,  nor  fo  much  as  admit  him-  'into  yoUt 
ddors  to  vent  his  errors  in-  your  family,  .  and -endanger 
the  corrupting  of  them  from '  the  fimplicity  that  is  in 
Chrill:  t  nor  have-any  fuch  familiar  con vetfatiaii' with 

him, 

NO 

*  Th<  AJc^nitfidii,  ^hiinu^i,  and 
fltW  cupWs  pf  gnm)  repnte,  rtwl  yt, 
ioflsad  of  wr  hfr ,  •an'bjfVfVrv ttgBt,  <md 
w  rtttivi.  (Vide  Mill,  in  toe  )  The 
raph/afe  therdme  ie  tnade  with' an  ae¬ 


ther  bfd 
God  /Jited 


him 


T  E. 

enta  1  and  the  forbidding  thh  to  be  ufcd 
to  fuch  **  propagate-  iuitdaipcatal  ec* 
tovk,  contrary  to  the  dodtrlnc  of  Cltrift, 
is  generally  thought  to  allude  to  the 
Jews  forbidding  to  have  familiar  enrra* 


conunodotlon  to- both  fenlcfc  in  a  juft  fpondence  with  cucomimintncd  per* 
ftmfifttncy  <inr  with  the  other-  Bne  1  ^  ^  " 

rather  prefer  the  common  reading  M 
ap-ceable  tp  a  like  paflhge  of  tills 
apoftlt  in  r  John  iL 

tTo  bid  one  Crod  Ijieed  (^srstiv)  ww 
a  friendly  faiaratlon  aaion^  the  ami' 


(oul,  who  were  to.  be  treated  like  Ilea* 
then  men  and  Pnblicans,  »«  oar  Lord 
alio  dirtifltd  the  proceeding*  of  hii 
church  (Mattb,  xv;*L  17.}  agamfr  ohftl- 
Mte  otfeiidcrf,  with  whom  the  appftlc 
Paul  fays  they  were  not  to  cut,  (1  Cor* 

v*  9* 


>74 


if  Forbethir 
btddeth  hiiuGod 

fpccd,  ii  par* 
raker  of  hi*  evil 
Acdi* 


1 2  Hftvipg  ma¬ 
ny  things  to 
Writ*  nniayou, 
I  wouIdAntwrfr* 
With  paper  and 
ink;  but  I  troft 
to  come  unto 
yoh*  and  fpeak 
face  to  faetpthat 
ourjoj  maybe 
fa 1L 

13  The  MU 
drcn'fftbycle& 
JUter  greet  thee. 


The  Second  BpijtU  fl  N  pctapbr&ftd* 

him,  as  looks  like  wifhingthat  God  wouldpnjfper  hit tf 
in  his  pernicious  dtfigns. 

lit  For  whoever  Ihews  him  any  countenance,  and 
fpeiks  him  (nit,  like  one  that  withes  him  faced*  in  the 
abominate  principles  and  practices  which  he  would 
propagate#  is  acccQory  to,  and  by  juft  conflrn£Uon  a 
partner  with  him  in  his  wicked  works,  and  contra£h 
the  guilt  of  helping  him  forward  therein,  and  of  en¬ 
couraging  others  to  {all  in  with  him* 

12 *  There  are  many  things  of  this  and  the  like  na¬ 
ture  that  !  could  write  to  you,  which  I  do  not  think 
proper  to  do  at  prefent,  by  further  fetting  pen  and  ink 
to  paper  >  but  1  live  in  hope,  that,  by  the  will  of  God, 
I  may  ere  long  have. -an  opportunity  of  making  you  a 
vifit,  and  personally  converting  with  you  all,  that  we 
'may  have  mutual  pleafate,  and  an  intire  frttdaitioii* 
in  freely  talking  them  over  by  word  of  mouth. 

13.  The  pious  children  of  your  lifter  after  the  flefh, 
and  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe  your  choice,  excellent,  and  I 
trull  your  filler  cbofen  in  Ohrid,  fend  their  moll  du* 

.  tiful  refpeds  to  you.  *  May  there  be  many  fuch  orna¬ 
ments  to  the  Chriflian 'religion  among  ladies  of  diAinCr 
tion  and  their  offspring  I  Amm* 


NOTE* 

▼*  9-^jrO  fee  tbc  iwte  there)  And  the  p  "  he  anfwered,  I  kMTxf  thzc  tv  fa 
ftory  is  well  known  which  Eu&bitu  rw.  4*'tbt  firfi-farn  if  Sjtut-**  So  greatly 
hfuffi|n  Iitaevftii)  liir ecclefhlHcAl  hi-  were  the  npoftlta  an4  their  difeiptes 
ftory,  (lib,  4,  cap,  14,)  where  be  fays,  afraid  of  cniint*D  a  firing  and  freely  con- 
94  The  tpoftle  John  going  into  the  bath  verting  with  any  that  had  grofrly  adiit* 
u  at  Ephcfasto  walk  hiftfelf,  and  fee-  ter  a  ted  the  truth,  even  as  Pool  fay* 
**  iugCcrinthns  there,  a  notorious  he-  a  fafrtit,  after'thc  firfi  ax4  fettttd  4&wQ~ 
**  retie,  leaped  out  oft  be  both  unwalli-  niittn,  rzjcft*  (Tit,  i  fi*  lo,) 

At  ri*  faying,  that  ]>e  feared  left  the  *  Probably  the  filler  herlelf  waa  ab- 
'**  bach  Jbftuld  foil  down,  when  Carin'*  feat,  if  not  dead,  when  the  a  poll  It  wrote 
Unit;’ the  enemy  »f  tr-nth,  was  in  it ;  this  epHMe,  kad  therefore  he  feat  only 
“  and  Poly  carp,  one  wf  Jehu's  difriples#  the  falatadoUef  ber  children,  at  tlieir 
**  meeting  at  a  certain  time  with  Mar-  rwpwfL 
fC  riad/'wW  filid  to  him,  athao MtUigt 


x 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  rare,  hut  O  how  lovely  is  it  for  perfons  of  quaity  and  their  children  to 
embrace  the  pure  nncmrnipted  doctrine  of  CHrift  with  fcith  and  love,  and  to 
walk  anlwcrable  to  it.  All  faithful  mimfters  and!fiiefid$ta  the  truth  of  thego- 
fpel  greatly  rejoice  whefe-ever  they  find  it,  and  moft  fiticerdy  with  them  the 
beft  bldltnga  fromCtri  the  Father*  and  from  Jrius  Chrfti  his  dear  and  only 
.  btyoUen  Son.--Cbriftwn  religion-  makes  no  abatement  of  civil  rclped  to  per* 
fon*  of  high  rank  and  near  akin;  but  gives  a  fpiritual  turn  to  the  moftdutifol 
and  aJTcdionatt  tabulations  of  them.-*- How  important  is  it-  for  profetiing  briio 
yen  to  Band  faft  and  perieverein  the  faith  of  Chrifc  as  the  fncaroitc  and  am* 
Wing  Saviqvr,  and  ill  the  moll  cordial  love  to  himt  and  to  one  another  for  his 
ilkt)  according  to  the  couuUAftdmeDt  of  God#  incJtttivt  of  a  coufcicntinua 

rcfpeA 


fit  Semd  kpijlit  tf  J  o  h  h  pdr&pbtvfetL  1 7J 

«fpe&  toevery  other  precept  1  Tbcfr*  and  thefe  only*  have  the  benefit  of  a 
fpecial  relation  to*  ami  intereft  in' God  the  Father*  and  hit  eternal  Son*  But* 
in  order  to  their  evident  and  comfortable  continuance  herein,  how  highly  doth 
it  concern  them*  that  they  be  not  deceived  by  fal fc  teachers,  and  inftetedwith 
antiebriflian  errors,  left  they  themfetret,  m  well  as  thofc  that  were  inftnimental 
to  their  tonvcrfidl),  ibould  be  iWappotnted  of  the  ample  fatisfaction  they 
hoped  for  to  the-happy  effects  of  the  gofpet  upon  them  1  And  hoW-cautious 
fhoukt  they  be  of  giving  any  encouragement  or  countenance  to  feducers,  that 
would  fubvert  the  fundamental  articles  of  faith,  relating  to  the  perlbn  and  offi* 
ees,  doctrine  and  glory  of  Cbrift!  -They  who  bid  them  God  fpeeo  are  aceellbry 
to  all  the  mifcbtef  that  is  done  by  their  deftroctive  errori*-^Sot  thefc  things 
may  be  better  talked  over  in  a  free  eonverration  with  prrraic  Chriftians,  more  at 
large,  than  can  wdt  be  wrote  in  a  fiiott  letter.  May  all  profeflbrs  of  Chrift  be 
preferred  bj  divine  grace*  from  every  ddrufioa !  Amen* 
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A  PRACTICAL 

E  X  P  O  S  I  T  10  N 

O  F  T  E 

Third  Epiftle  general  of  John. 

In  the  Form  of  a  Paraphrase* 


The  Preface  to  the  Third  Epiftle  of  J  o  h  n* 

IT  is  neeiUefs  to  add  much  to  what  ha 6  been  faid  in  the  prefaces 
to  the  two  former  epiftles  of  John.  Gatus,  to  whom  this  was 
wrote,  is  mod  generally  thought  to  have  been  that  Gains,  whom 
the  ApofUe  Pan!  called  his  hoft*  Bom.  xvi,  23*  (See  the  note  there.) 
But  as  various  perfbns  bore  that  name,  it  is  bard  to  determine  who 
this  Gaius  was. 

The  JfoftU  congratulates  Gaius  vpen  bis  eminent  picfcdthd  hcfpitalitjy 
rS.  Cautions  him  againji Jtding  with  Diotrcphes,  who  was  a  mi* 
nifitr  af  a  haughty  and  turbulent  f first  %  9 — u.  But  recommends 
Demetrius  as  a  man  of  an  excellent  ebaraflery  12.  Excups  the 
brevity  of  this  letter  by  ths'bope  hr  had  cf  Jbon  feeing  Gaius,  and 
concludes  with  falutationSy  13.  14. 


Text, 


Paraphrase* 


The  rider 

unto  the 
Wclhbelorcd 
Gains,  whoni  X 

love  in  the 
truth. 


3  BelftTCdi  I 
flrifli  above  all 
tag!  that  tboa 


JOHN  the  Apoftle  who,  on  account  of  his  great 
age  and  high  office,  may  with  double  propriety, 
and  peculiar  empbafis,  be  ltiled  the  elder,  fe»ds*thefe 
few  lines  to  the  dearly  beloved  Gaius,  for  whom  I,  who 
call  niyfelf  the  elder,'  have  the  mod  Gnctre  affe£tior>, 
on  account  of  his  attachment  to  the  truth  of  the  go- 
fpcl.  ^  ' 

a.  So  eminent  are  your  light,  grace,  and  hclinefs, 
and  fo  evident  the  fruits  of  them,  my 'dear  ChrifKan 
friend,  that  when  1  conGder  the  weakoefs  and  infirmi¬ 
ty 
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m lift  profp cr 
inuheta  health, 
even  a*  thy  foal 
profpcrctb- 


3  For  I  rejoi¬ 
ce  J  greatly  when 
the  brethren 
came  and  tcfti* 
£cd  of  the  tench 
that  Ij  tn  thee, 
even  ns  thou 
walkeft  in  the 
truth* 


ty  of  your  bodily  ftate  of  health,  *  and  the  many  diffi¬ 
culties  that  obftruft  your  being  fo  vigoroufly  and  ex¬ 
tend  vely  ufeful,  as  your  pious  and  generous  temper 
difpofra  and  qualifies  yon  for,  I  have  nothing  (o  much 
at  heart  relating  to  you,  as  to  deidre  and  beg  of  God, 
that  all  your  affairs  of  life  and  animal  nature  may  hold 
equal  pace  with  your,  judicious  and  thriving  foul  in  all 
its  fpiritual  concerns. 

'3.  For  I  exceedingly  rejoiced,  when  thofe  Chriftian 
brethren  that  cante  from  you  gave  an  accounr  of  the 
fincctity  of  your  faith,  by  means  of  which  the  word  of 
truth,  the  gofpel  of  falvation  hat  taken  pofieffion  of 

!rour  heart,  as  evidently  appears  by  your  fteadity  per- 
evering  to  walk  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  way  of  truth  and 
holinefs,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  your  life  and_£on- 
verfation,  in  thefe  perilous  days  of  perfecution,  defee* 
tion  and  error. 


* 1  have  do  4.  Nothing  can  afFord  me  a  greater  fatisfaftion  and 
greaterjny  than  deligh't,.than  to  hear,  as  i  do  of  you  and  others,  fa  cpift. 
IhiUren  'walk  vcr-  4-)  that  thofe  converts,  whom  1  think  of  with  u 
vi  tbeiruh.  much  teodemefs,  cate  and  affe£tion,  f  as  if  they  were 
my  own  children  according  to  the  flefh,  bold  fall  the 
troth  of  the  gofpel  in  its  purity,  and  live  in  all  holy 
converfation  and  godHnefsanfwerableto  it. 

5  BetoveJ. thou  5*  It  is  »»  unfpeakahle  pleafure  to  me,  my  dear 
daft  faithful-  Gaius,  when  1  hear  and  refieft  upon  it,  that  you  &£t 
whati Toever  with  an  integrity  becoming  your  lovely  charafter,  and 
btrrtipfn,t0«od  w*th  faithfulnefs  -to  your  obligations,  talents  and  con- 
to  ftrangWt.  fcience,  as  a  Chriftian,  in  ail  compuflianate  and  gene¬ 
rous  affifbnces  to  the  miniftrtng  fet  vanrs  of  Chrift,  and 
private  brethren  of  your  church  and  acquaintance,  that 
need  your  liberality  \  and  to  religious  ftrangers  that  are 
driven  from  place  to  place  by  the  violence  of  perfocu- 
tions,  or  voluntarily  go  abroad  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and 
are  well  recommended  to  you. 

Vol,  VI.  t  M  6.  Some 

VOTES. 

*  It  ift  probable  that  Gaius  was  of  a  polite  Pan!  culled  bis  fcoft  while  ho  wag 
fur  kly  constitution,  »nd  met  with  fof*  at  Corinth,  Rom.  avu  IJ)  feems  to  have 
fesj  nr  entanglements  in  fecular  affair*,  been  converted  by  that  A  pottle  wlro 
through  pert  ecu  tions  for  the  fake  of  baptized  him,  1  Cor.  i.  i4-  and  Ipolu  of 
Chrift,  which  were  a  reftraiitf  upon  h i in fclf  as  tb*  fpi ritual  father  that  ha<l 
fame  more  eminent  degree#  of  pnbfick  b*«nneii  the  Corinth  Ur#  by  the  gofpel^ 
ferviocs,  that  be  might  other wife  have  and  cfpoufed  them  to  Chrift,  I  Cor,  jv* 
gone  into-  This  therefore  wasthebeft  Ij.  and  a  Cor.  xL  I  however, when  our 
wHh  that  the  Apoftlc  could  make  for  Ap»ftle  fpeaks  *f  Oalaa  and  other  be- 
Gama  But  to  wllb  that  profperity  of  lie  vent  as  hi#  children,  it  may  be  con* 
fool  m#v  be  the  meafare  of  prosperity  fidcred  ns  the  tender  Bile*  of  paternal 
in  health  and  worldly  affairs  to  tfa<  love  and  affedHou  toward  them,  vhof*, 
area  reft  part  of  mankind,  would  be  to  ver  were  the  faltmtucnt*  of  their  coo- 
imprecate  a  cnrfe  inftead  ofdefiriog  a  verson  ;  and  bn  nfing.  this  appellation, 
bfeffing  upon  them*  when  writing  under  the  character  of 

t  Gitoj  (if  it  was  be  whom  the  A'  ttie  elder*  lias  Its  peculiar  beauty. 
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6  which  ll»ve 

tmrri  witncfs  rf 
thy  charity  be* 
fore  the  church: 
whom  if  thou 
bring  forward 
on  rheirjourucy 
alter  a  godly 
fort,  thou  ihait 
do  well  r 


7Becaufe  that 
lor  his  names 
£tite  they  vent 
forth,  taXlng 
irothing  of  the 
Gentiles. 


6,  Some  of  tfaefe  who  have  been  refreflied  by  your 
bounty,  hzjc  publicly  bore  an  honourable  teftimony  to 
your  benevolence  ami  hofpitaluy  in  the  j>refence  of  the 
church,  where  I  now  reticle ;  (lee  the  preface  to  the 
firft  epifUe)  and  as  they  are  about  to  return  to  tod,  and 
then  proceed  to  fome  other  places  for  flintier  (preading 
the  gdfpel  among  the  Gentiles  ;  if,  according  to  your 
wonted  kindnefs,  you  will  be  fo  good  to  do  what  in 
you  lies  to  give  them  all  needful  affiftances  for  their, 
journey,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  your  own  Chriftian 
temper,,  and  to  their  relation  to,  and  employment  for 
God,  you  will  act  (***&?)  a  worthy  part  toward  them, 
in  imitation  of  hisgoodnefs* ' 

7.  For  in  their  love  and  obedience  to  our  blefled 
Lord,  and  zeal  for  his  glory,  they,  though  of  the  Jew- 
ifh  nation,  cheerfully  went  abroad  with  a  commiflion 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles ;  and,  that  they 
might  do  it  without  prejudicing  the  Gentiles  againft, 
them,  as  though  they  were  mercenary  in  their  de- 
fjgns,  they  waved  their  right  of  claiming  a  mainten¬ 
ance  from  them  ;  (fee  the  paraphnife  and  notes  on 
I  Cor,  ix*  4—14^  and  gave  their  labours  freely,  catt¬ 
ing  them  fdvea  en  the  providence  of  God  for  a  fubfift- 
cnce,  without  aifcing  or  receiving  any  (King  towards  it 
from  the  Gentile  converts* 


.  B  We.  there¬ 
fore  ought  to 
receive  fnchf 
that  mx  might 
he  Fellow-help¬ 
er*  to  the  truth* 


8.  It  therefore  certainly  is  our  duty,  who  wifh  welt 
tp  the  caufe  of  Chi-Ill  avid  to  immortal  fouls,  to  take 
*fuch  generous,  and  dilvntercflcdA  and  needy  itiiniftera 
into  our  affectionate  care  and  kind  regards  $  and  to  he 
helpful  rp  them  according  to  our  ability,  that  we* may 
have  the  pleafurc  and  the  turnout  of  bearing  a  parr  with 
them  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  mmiJlrations,  by  contri¬ 
buting  to  their  maintenance  1  and  fo  may  work  toge¬ 
ther  with  them  in  propagating  the  truth  of  the  gofpel 
among  Gentiles,  as  welfas  Jews. 

9*  1  would  have  wrote  a  letter  *  to  recommend  thefe 

worthy 


NOTE* 


•.Several  critics  Inweofrfrrwil,  that 
vreonimg  to  the  indefinite  latitude  of 
the  Aftriit  1  wrote  may  be  ren¬ 

dered  I  wmiiti  haTewmtej  or  was  about 
to  hive  wrote  to  the  church*  referring 
not  co  any  former  letter,  bnt  to  what 
the  Apoitle  would  have  wrote,  had  it 
Tint-been  tor  the  malignant  lordly  fen 1* 
per  pud  inHuence  of  I  Jiot rep hei  among 
them^pfobahly  the  church  at  Corinth, 
of  which  G-aiiu  appears  to  have  been  a 
ineinber/ifit  11  the  fame  that  is  fpoken 
H"01!!*  xvi.  23.  (fee  the  note  there-} 
And  then*  what  the  Ajioltk  adds  nhoiu 
JDiotrephcs,  gives  a  very  gpod  and  obvi¬ 


ous  realba  why  he  wrote  to  Gains  a- 
boat  receiving  the  brethren,  rather 
than  to  the  church,  or  to  Dioircphcsb 
who  fee  ms  to  have  been  a  furious  judai* 
King  Chriftnm,  and  an  itnpetionv  over¬ 
bearing  and  leading  man*  if  not  pallor 
of  the  church,  that  had  aflUmed  to  him- 
[elfluch  ad  exorbitant  power  over  tv, 
as  would  have  enabled  him,  either  To 
fupprefs  the  Utter*  or  to  define  its  dc- 
lign;  by  forbidding  the  church  to  -com¬ 
ply  with  it*  and  calling  them  out  that 
would*  nevcrtbdcls,  fliew  kin  duels  to 
the  travelling  preachers  to  the  Gentiles 
whom,  it  recomjneudetL 
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i  I  wrote  a»-  worthy  brethren  to  the  church,  of  which  yon,  my  dear 
t<>  the  chorch  =  Gaiuj,  arc  a  member,  to  encourage  and  aflift  them  in 
who  lomh  m  their  important  ferries.;  But  Diotrephes,  aa  I  trh  well 
have  the  p«.  informed,  beharcs  at  fuch  ao  imperious  and  haughty 
eminences  mo  ng  rate,  artd  i$  io  very  ambitious  of  bearing  an  abfolute- 
obm!***1”*11  fway,  and  of  carrying  every  thiog  among  them  in  an 
arbitrary  manner,  Juft  according  to  his  own  mind  and 
humour,  that  whatever  I  fay,  even  by  apoftolic  autho¬ 
rity,  ftands  for  nothing  with  him,  but  is  treated  with 
difdiin,  as  far  as  it  thwarts  his  pride,  prejudices  and 
felfilh  defigns.  1  therefore  chofe  rather  to  write  to  you 
about  this  affair,  . than- to  them,  or.  him.,  who  To  tyran¬ 
nically  lords  it  over  them,  and  fo  cnntemptuoully  rejects 
both  me  and  the  brethren,  that  are  for  propagating  the 
.  puregofpcl  of  Chrift  among  the  Gentiles.  (ver^y*'-8-) 

fowbertfore  10.  This  is  fo  unfufferabiy.  domineering  .and  inlolent, 
T^mwivw1  'fcJs  an<*  ^  ‘ojurious  to  the  apoftolic  character,  to  the  truth 
deni,  which  he  irielf,  and  to  the  common  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
doth,  prating  church,  that  for  this  reafon,  whenever  I  may  have  an 
gainft  u*  with  opportunity  of  mating  rhem  a  vifit,  l  will  feverely  ani- 
wonl*1*  and*not  mid  vert  upon,  and  publicly  expofe  and  reprove  him 
cdb rent  them-  before  the  whole  church  for  the  evil  of  his  doings,  who 
with,  ndthcr  gives  himfelf  a  fcandalous.  liberty  to  talk' -faucily  and 
T---h^*thohrgf  impcrrine,*tty*  with  wicked  and  malieions  reproaches 
»hre”*anj'  for-  °f  016  and  the  brethren  recommended  by  me,  as  though 
biddefh  them  we  were  beneath  notice  and  regard.  And,  not  bring 
that  would,  ami  fctisfied  withrhis,  be  not  only  himfclf-refufea  to  Ihew 
of ctftcH^jrck*  ar,y  kindnefs  to  the  brethren  that  haveexpofed  them- 
fclvcs  to  wants  and  bardfhips  in  preaching  the  gofpcl  to 
the  Gentiles ;  but,  by  his  arbitrary  way  of  proceeding, 
hinders  tbofe  from  Countenancing  and  affiftlng  them 
tbar  ate  well  inclined  to  it;  and  is  fo  violent  againft 
them,  that  if  they  either  will  not,,  or  in  confidence 
dare  ndt  comply  with  his  unreaforiahlc.impofitions,  he, 
by  his  own  ufurped  authority,  excommunicates  them 
from  any  further  relation  to,  or  communion  with  the 
church, 

,T-  Ador'd,  1 1 .  My  dearly  beloved  Gains,  take  heed  of  being 
not  thftt  intimidated  by  his  haughty  and  tyrannical  manage- 
whiih  U  «yit,  m^nt,  much  more  of  being  influenced  fo  an  Imitation 
Ispwfc'ifcttat  his  wicked  temper  and  ways,  or  of  any  finful  prac- 
dath  good,  u  of  tice  whatever  j  but  copy  after  f  every  thing  that  is  ex- 

M  2  cellent 

N  -O  T  E. 

f  Difttrephda  having  been  fpoken  of  hi,  eye  upon  both  the  fe  per&tM,  as  well 
as  ft  wicked  man  before,  »er.  9  to.  anti  as  tbeir  wavs  in  bis  exhortation  rn  /»/• 
llemerriusheioc  rcrairniwndcdm^ond  tow  irtf  thst  vhicb  it  evil,  but  tbttvrbich 
man  immediately  after,  ver-  <2.  It  is  n»-  ;j  goii, 
tural  to  l"i»ppofc  that  Ill*  Apotlle  bail 
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God;  but  ho 
that  doth  evil* 
bath  Jtt  feen 
God 


'  I*  Otmermrs 
bath  good.  re¬ 
port  a  fall  men* 
and  of  the  truth 
Itfclf;  jtt,  mod 
ve  upbear  re* 
eord,  and  7* 
knew  that  oar 
record  &  trur. 


r 3  I  bad  ma¬ 
ny  thing*  to 
wntCrdrat  1  viU 
not  with  ink 
and  pen  write 
bato  thee : 

1.4  Bor  ?  truth 
I  Jhall  Shortly 
fee  th errand  we 
Ault  fpeak  lace 
to  feca  Peace 
h+  to  thee.  Oar 
Ir  wads  fa  fate 
thee.  Greer  the 
friend*  by  tmiDa 


ceDent  in  a  good  man,  wherefoever  you  fee  it  He 
who  is  a  doer  of  good*  (»•?*»«•«*)  and  that  parti* 
cnlarly  is  a  way  of  benevolence  to  the  fcrvants  of  Cbrift 
for  his  lake,  is  bora  of  God,  bears  his  likends,  lives 
under  thejinfiuedee  of  his  Spirit,  is  approved  of  him, 
and  has  communion  with  him :  But  whomever  he.be. 
that  is  a  worker  of  iniquity  (<  ** .»"'"»)  like  Dtotrephes, 
and  that  particularly  in  haughty  infolebce,  and  in  cruel 
and  malicious'  opposition  to  the  faithful  fervants  of 
Chrtft,  is  a  ftranger  to  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and 
communion  with  him,  who  w  love.  (1  John  iii.  6»  10. 
and  iv.  3.) 

ia .  There  is  one  among  you,  s  man  of  a  more  excel* 
lent  fpirit  than  Diotrepbes  ;  fuett  an  one  1  would  re¬ 
commend  to  your  imitation  \  and  that  .is  the  noted  De¬ 
metrius,  •  who  is  a  Chriftian  of  a  moft  amiable  cha- 
rafter,  particularly  for  beneficence  and  charity,  among 
all  his  acquaintance,  whether  profeflort  or  not,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  many  in  dances  of  his  goodfteft,  and  as  mud 
dc  acknowledged,  to  the  credit  of  the  gofpel,  by  every 
one  that  would  fpeak  the  truth  concerning  him  ;  yea, 
and  we  the  apoftles  and  minifters  of  Chrift  cannot  hut 
bear  an  honourable  teftimony  to  him,  from  what  we 
have  feen  or  .heard  of  him,  as  an  exemplary  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpirited  Chriftian,  and  thofe  of  yon  who  are  fincerc 
members  of  the  church  well  know  that  our 

teftimony,  (wt^»)  which  is  never  given  upon  flight 
evidence,  may  be  fully  depended  upon  as  faithful  and 
true. 

13.  Many  other  things  were  in  trry  mind  to  write  to 
you,  relating  to  thefe  and  fuch  like  points ;  but  upon 
further  thoughts,  1  judge  it  may  be  more  prudent  not 
to  commit  them  by  pen  and  ink  to. paper  in  this  epiftlc 

.to  you. 

14.  But  I  hope  by  the  wtflof  God,  ere  long,  to  make 
you  a  rifit,  (vcr.  to.)  and  then  we  ftutJl  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  perfona)  converlation  together  byword  of 
mouth,  in  which  we  may  freely  talk  over  thefe  things 
at  large.  In  the  mean  while,  I  heartily  wifh  and  pray, 
that  all  profperity  of  every  kind,  relating  to  foul  and 
body,  may  attend  you.  Our  Cbrifttaa  friends  in  my 

setgb- 


NOTE, 

*  *W1ut  Dtometrio*  tbit  or  whe-  redteir  ofbim  be  appear*  to  brre  been  an 
thcr  be  were  a  nimHler,  or  private  exemplar jChrHtian,  pa rtico In  rly  fisrho- 
fflember,  or  officer  of  the  church,  it  an-  fpitiiity  7  and  on  that,  ai  well  at  on  o- 
known  tout;  though  ir wat  well  known,  ther  accounts*  a  pattern  of  good  work* 
and  be  was  KouonraMj  fpoken  of,  in  wort  kj  »f  inucatioat 
thofe  dajr*t  And*  by  the  ApoftV*  cha- 
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neighbourhood  fend  their  moft  affefitonitt  refpeds  to 
you.  Be  pteafed  to  make  mine  acceptable  to  all  the 
orderly  members  of  the  church,  and  cordial  lovers  of 
Chrift.  and  truth,  and  friends  to  me  and  his  mioHlring 
ferrous,  in  yoof  para,  as  though  1  particularly  Men¬ 
tioned  them  by  name. 

RECOLLECTION*!. 

How  defirable,  but,  alas !  How  few  an  tbe  induces  of  fitch  profperity  of 
foul  in  fpiritual  concent),  aa  one  would  wife  to  be  the  measure  of  a  proportion, 
al  date  of  bodily  health  and  faced*  In  temporal  affairs  J  Such  Cbratiam  as  a- 
hound  in  faith  and  charity  toward  their  pious  acquaintance  and  ft  rangers,  apd 
give  fobftanttai  proob  of  it  in  their  8m,  are  exceeding  lovely  and  greatly  be¬ 
loved,  rejoiced  in,  careflVd,  and  honourably  fooken  of  as  worthy  of  imitation, 
by  aH  true  friends  to  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  efpectafly  by  hi*  miuiftring  fcr- 
vantt.  But  how  fliould  proud,  infolent  impofer*  upon  churches,  and  malidotH 
writers  of  the  uaoorrupted  gofpel  and  its  faithful  preachers,  he  drteftedv 
led,  and  enfined,  as  open  enemies  to  it  and  them,  and  as  injurious  and  domi¬ 
neering  lords  over  God’s  heritage-,  who  wilt  neither  do  good  themfelve),  nor 
fuller  others  to  do  it  that  would  1  They  are  Grangers  to  the  true  knowledge  of 
God :  But  all  who,  from  principles  of  faith  and  loro,  leek  and  do  the  things 
that  plcafe  him,  are  his  children,  and  ought  for  his  lake,  toSf&ft  mtififtriog  for- 
vantsin  their  Lord’)  troth,  that  they  may  bear  a  part  fat  primgating  evangeli¬ 
cal  truth  and  the  good  .of  prorions  fouls.  To  write  inch  thing*  aa  tbefc  to 
Chrifttan  F  rienda,  aa  occafioiis  offer,  is  very  nfcful :  But  how  much  more  der 
Iightfol  and  advantageous  is  it  to  converfe  freely  together  about  them  I  May 
aff  religious  afleAions  be  ever  preferred  among  true  believers,  and  mutual  jio- 
cere  withes  of  every  kind  of  happtneis,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual,  be  caltiva- 
fed  between  them,  witli  cordial  uiendfltip  one  towards  another  i  Amen. 
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A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

O  F  T  H  E 

General  Epillle  of  Jude, 

In  the  Form  of  a  P  4  fc  a  p  h  r  a  s  e. 


The  Preface  to  the  General  Epiftle  of  J  xs  d  b. 

THE  apoftle  Jude,  the  author  of  this  epiftle,  ftiles  hlmfdfthe  bra? 

ther  of  James,  (rer.  I.)  and  was  Called  the  fon  of  Alpheus  and 
Mary,  and  own  brother  to  James  the  lefe,  (Luke  si.  1 6.  and  Mark  lev, 
40.)  tv  diftinguHb  him  from  Judas  Ucariot,  who  inbunoujly  betrayed 
his  Lord,  accordingly  our  apoftle  is  called  Judas,  not  Ifcariot.  (John 
ativ.  22.) 

His  principal  defign  in  writing  this  epi^Ue  was  to  caution  and  for* 
rifjr  the  Jewifli  converts,  perhaps,  as  Dr  Lightfoot  thinks,  thofe  efpc* 
cially  pf  Judea,  againft  being  drawn  into  apoftacy  by  means  of  the 
falfe  teachers  that  nad  arofe,  and  were  aery  bufy  among  them,  to  fub- 
vert  the  foundation  of  Christianity.  And  as  the  argument  of  this  14 
much  the  fame  with,  especially  the  fcoond  chapter  of  the  i'ccond  epifUe 
of  Peter,  it  is  generally  thought  to  have  been  wrote  about  the  lame 
time,  three  or  four  years  before  the  deftru£tion  of  Jerufaltm  \  and 
great  -aftiftance  may  be  gathered  for  underftanding  one  of  them  bj 
•comparing  it  w*th  the  other. 

The  Apoftle  falutes  the  Chriftians  to  whom  he  wrote,  and  exhorts  them 
to  ftand faft  in  the  faith  againft  tbpfe  Jewifli  zealots  that  would  un¬ 
dermine  it,  1  —4.  Shews  the  danger  of  being  infetlcd  by  tnem,  and 
the  dreadful  puniflment  •which  Jbsfl  be  ■  injtiftcd  on  them  and  their 
followers,  as  exemplified  in  the  unbelieving  f/raelites,  in  the  fatten 
angels,  and  in-  Sodom  and  Gomorrah >  5 — 7.  Gives  a  hideous  deferip - 
lion  of  ihefe  feducers  and  their  deplorable  end,  8 — 16.  Cautions  be - 
(severs  againft  being  fur  prized  at  fueh  deceivers  arijing  among  them , 
as  being  forewarned,  that  they  might  he  forearmed .  againft  them ^ 
‘"p  nd  maintain  their  own  ftedfaftnefi  by  faith  and  prayer ,  and  a  pru * 
j lent  care  one  of  another,  1 7 — *3.  Andcftncfudes  with  a  lofty  encou- 
feging  doxohgy,  24.  25.  ' 

W  '  ’  '  * 


Tit  EfjJtU  of  Jude  parapbrqfed. 


Text.  Pieipkuse, 


JVOE  the- 
Servant  of 
JefusChrift 
and  w«her  of 
Janes,  to  them 
that  are  fa  net S- 
lied  by  G«d  the 
Father, and  pre¬ 
fer  ved  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  atU  cal* 
Wt. 


-2  Mercy  onto 
yon,  and.  peace, 
ami  to  *e  be  mill- 
tip  lied* 


i.  TUdas,  not  Ifcariot,  but  a  faithful  feivant  of  Jefus 
v  Chrift,  feat  forth  by  his  immediate  coounjffionxo 
preach  thegofpcl,  even  that  Judas,  who,  by  natural 
birth ,  was  brother  to  James  the  lefs,  lends  greeting  to 
all  .believers  of  the  circpmcilion,  who  thay.be  confider- 
ed,  in  the  judgement  of  charity,  as  thofe  that  were  let 
apart  by  God  the  Father,  for  himfelf  in  his  eternal  pur* 
poles  of  love  and  grace,  as  His  efaft  •  j  and,  in  confe¬ 
rence  thereof,  haw  been  fecured  in  Jefus  Chrift,  their 
covenant  head,  and  preferred  by  his  ail-governing  pro¬ 
vidence  from  being  cut  off  by  death  in  their  unconvert¬ 
ed  (late,  and,  in  due  time,  were  effeftually  called  to  the 
knowledge  of  him,  and  to  a  participation  of  «H  the  pri¬ 
vileges  and  bledings  .of  the  gofpgl  here,  and  of  his  glo¬ 
rious  kingdom  Hereafter.  (1  Thef.  ii.  la.) 

2.  May  the  tendered  companion  of  the  Father  of  Mer¬ 
cies  toward  the  imferahle  and  unworthy,  and  peace 
wj.th  him  and  one  another,  and  in  your  own  conferen¬ 
ces,  together  with  the  befit' of  all  prosperity  of  every  kind, 
apd  all  the  excellent  fruits  of  lps  fpecial  and  diftinguilh- 
ing  Jove,  with  the  richeft  manifcftatio.ns  of  it,  cncreafe 
abundantly,  in  their  utmaftfulnefs,  towards  all  and  e- 
very  ope  of  you,  unto  the  begetting  of  the  mod  fervent 
love  to  him  and  one  another. 


3  Beloved,  3.  My  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord,  when  I  was  ftudi- 
wlien  I  gave  ell  oufly  thoughtful  about,  and  earnedly  .applied  to  the  work 
diligence  i»  Qf  (qnjj„g  ^  cpiflle  to  you,  concerning  that  fpiritual 
ol-  tJlt  comiiwn  and  eternal  fal.vat.ion,.  which  is  common  to  .you  and  roe, 
falvatlon ;  «  and  all  true  believers,  whether  Jews  or  Gentilc6,  and  is 

was  needful  tor  prupofed  and  recommended  in  the  gofpcl,  to  tbe  accep¬ 
tance 


»  o 

f  As  fitn&iftcd,  and  prefervwl  are 
fllcqtioQtd  before  called,  they  feeui  to 
relate,  not  fa  immediately  to  internal 
lL*dmcft,prefer  ration  in  tbe  faith*  which 
are  after  calling,  as  to  feparation  to 
God,  as  the  word  fa  notified  fignifies; 
{Ace  the  mites  on  John,  x  36,)  and  xvii. 
tM  and  to  a  federal  and  providential 
preservation  lit  Chrift  before,  and  In 
order  to  xhefe  perfmit  being  called.  Or 
if*  with  Bexa*  Pareni,  and  Dr  Whitby, 
we  admit  of  a  tranffKiluioii  of  the  .  fen* 
tenet,  then  tbe  order  and  coaftmttion 
wilt  Hand 

ny.etrja. fttfif  kb*  hrv  *  TErip^fMifJ 

Tq  the  ceiled  that  h.ivt  A  to  f an  iff  Jit  d  by 
fjfli  the  Father,  and  preferred  lnw  or  *7 
JV/df*  Chrijt,  And  tlm  ftiU  points  cor 


T  K* 

thoughts  the  fame  way,  as  it  f peats  of 
their  having  been  fandtified*  and  pre* 
ferved,  antecedent  to  their  being  cal¬ 
led  ;  And  fa  falsified  t>y  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  anfwer*  to  elect,  according  to  the 
foreknowledge  of  God  tbe  Fathers  and 
not  to  the  fru&ifLcatjoKt  of  the  Spirit  in 
X  Pet.  L  2-  and  the  Alexandrian*  Sienh- 
aniis'a  and  fame  other  copies,  and  the 
Syriac,  Ethiopic*  and  other  anilcnt  ver¬ 
sions,  fVM.  Mill,  in  Inc.)  inftrnl  of  fane* 
rifled  read  beloved  by  Gnd 

the  Father.  But,  which  ever  way  we 
take  it,  the  faftfiificiriftJi  and  prefer v a- 
tton  of  the  called  arc  aferibed,  not  to 
thcmfclvri,  tint  to  tbe  gracious  mfU  of 
God  toe  Father*  and  of  Jefus  Chrift* 


i$4 


Tie  Epifile  of  J  u  tt  *  parapbrdfedi 


for  the 

vhich  w«  once 
delivered  unto 
the  Auntip 


**•  to  writ*  un-  tanee  of  all  forts  of  finnere,  to  whom  it  >9  preached  with 
KV-S-  this  aflurance,  that  whoever  tomes  to  Cbrifiy  be  'will  in 
ye  ibovM  car-  ac  wifeea.fi  Aim  out.  (John  vi.  37.)  This  is  a  point  of 
»efHy  com  Mod  fuch  vail  importance,  and  lb  vehemently  (truck  at  in 
faith  ibis  day  of  fad  defection,  and  of  intriguing,  as  well  as 
violent  methods  to  overthrow  it,  that  I  thought  it  necef? 
fcry,  under  divine  fuggefttau,  to  write  to  you  shout  it, 
and  ftir  you  up  by  every  consideration  relating  to  your 
own  fafecy  and  comfort,  and  to  the  glpFy  of  Chrift  and 
of  God  in  him,  to  exert  yourfdves,  in  an  humhle  de¬ 
pendence  on  divine  grape,  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  even 
as  it  were,  to  an  agony  of  labour,  flrife  and  concern* 
in  maintaining,  defending  and  pnflifing 
the  pure  and  unoorropted  dodtrine  of  with  in  its  full 
extent,  with-fcfped  to  the  perfon,  offices,  righteoufnefs, 
grace,  and  government  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  which  was 
once  for  aU  perfected,  and  was  delivered  by  him  to  his 
hdy  apciftles,  and  by  them  to  thp  church,  confiding  of 
believers  that  are  holy  in  heart  and  life  ;  and  which  was 
committed  as  a  trull  and  treafure  tp  them,  that  they 
might  keep  it  faithfully,  and  tranfmit  it  to  polterjty, 
and  not  fuffer  it  to  be  altered,  or  wrefted  out  of  their 
hands,  by  any  means  whatfoever.  1  lay  them  is  gnat 
need  that  1  fliould  write  to  you  about  this, 

4.  For  there  are  certain  impious  and  heretical  men, 
crept  in  Tine-  who  have  clandcftinely  introduced  themfelves,  by  craft 
befor® ao<*  flattery»  among  you,  unawares  indeed  to  you,  but 
dained  to  tbU  not<to  G°d  }  they  being  men,  who  were  written  of  in 
condemnation,  sntient  prophecies,  *  according  16  tbe  11  ill  more  antient 
ungodly  men,  records  of  the  divine  piind,  as  a  fet  of  ungodly  men, 
gntceofonrGod  l^at  fball  **  brought  to  the  awful  judgement  and  righ- 
lata  WriviouV-  teous  puniOiment,  due  to  them  for  their  iniquities 
ncIV,  and  dcoj-  who,  upder  pretences  of  having  embraced  Chriflianify, 

pervert 

NOTE. 

vert  ifftrt  ef  arJ«i atd  it  vine  prediction*  concerning  then,  It 
fhh  eaitJtttiiHitf**  manifeftly  relate*,  not  was  only  a  tranfeript  of what  God  had 
to  their  having  been  brio  re  ordained  to  before  deterpiined  to  jaSIA  upon  them, 
their  fin,  bpi  to  their  being  awfully  according  to  the  dne  deferr  of  their  ini- 
judged  and  condemned  for  it.  in  thi*  quitiea,  which  heforrOw  they,  through 
view  it  appears  tome  to  be  of  little  mo.  the  perveripneis  ot‘  their  own  hewtt, 
me»t,  whether  before  pf  old  ordained  yrpnld  voluntarily  and  mahcinuBj  in- 
refers  jo  what  was  amicntly  written  in  volve  theinleivp*  tp.  And  I  cannot 
prophecies,  if  any  fjich  tap  be  found,  conceive,  Why  there  fhnuld  he  any  tiling 


dFortbtreare 
pertain  mtp 


ndidfn  that  of  Fn^rh,  which  1*  jjet 
vrittcii  in  the  Olit  Ttflnurat,  nor*  1$ 
far  as  \  Know*  pritten  at  oil:  ftp  to  what 
»a»,  as  It  wm»  Friiien  in  rhe  eternal 
ofOwi,  in  pclncli  he  detention* 
pd  to  pnnifli  fhcpif  not  a*  creature*  ifiin- 
|fly  epiifWcrwl,  but  a*  tinners.  For 
(fhateycr  has  been  before  writ  fen  iqtlir 


tnore  fcarfh  tp  the  idea  of  frod7*  having 
before  appointed*  than  of  hie  having 
foretold  the  rrgtitcou*  procedure!  where¬ 
by  be  will  Utc  vengeance  upon  them 
for  their  heinous  provocation*!  — J 


and 


therefore  botli  arc  fuugtAtd  in  the  j>p 
raphrafe*  '  T 


Th*  BpiJNe  tf  Ju  d  e  paraphrafed. 


IS* 


inf  the  only 

Jjrtrd  eitd 

our  Lord  Jrtu  . 
Cbrilh 


5  f  will  there* 
fare  pat  you  in 
remembrance* 
though  ye  once 
luev  thu<  how 
that  tbe  Lord 

birmjjf a  vtdthe 
pro  [lie  out of  the 
land  of  Egypt* 
alter  ward  de> 
ftroyed  them 
that  believed 
no*. 


6  Andditaq- 
jeb  whldh  kept 
not  their  firfte- 
Hare*  but 
their  own  habi¬ 
tation,  hr  hath 
r ci erred  in  erer- 
lafting  chain* 
under  darkneff. 


pervert  the  doOrine  of  the  grace  of  God  unto  the  in¬ 
dulging  ofwanton  and  iafeirious  pra&icea  ;  and  who, 
either  to  countenance  themfclvcs  therein,  *  or  to  throw 
flander  upon  the  principles  and  profeffion  of  fincerehfc- 
lie  vers,  put  a  corrupt  and  reproachful  conftruQioii  up¬ 
on  this  gofpel  of  free  grace,  as  though  it  were  calcula¬ 
ted  to  encourage  diflolute  manners;  and,  by  tbeir  wick¬ 
ed  courfcs,  they  pra£bcally  deny  the  wifdom,  bolinds 
and  authority  of  God  in  his  moral  precepts  delivered 
under  the  Old  TeAamenc,  even  of  that  God,  who,  to  the 
pxclufion  of  all  that  are  not  by  nature  God,  is  the  only 
living  and  true  God :  (fee  the  notes  on  John  xvit.  3. 
a  Pef.  ii.  1.)  and  arthe  fame  time  they  rejeA  the  true 
gofpeUdodrine  concerning  the  divine  perfon  and  offi¬ 
ces  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chnft,  as  the  prophet,  prieft  and 
king  of  the  ehorch ;  whofc  gofpel,  as  a  prophet,  is  the 
doctrine  according  to  godlinefe ;  (1  Tim.  vi.  3.)  who 
gave  hhnfelf  for  us,  as  a  prieft,  that  he  might  reedem 
us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  works  5  (Tit.  ii.  14.)  and  the 
feeptre  of  whofe  kingdom,  as  a  king,  is  a  foeptre  of 
righteettCneft.  (Heb.  i.  *.) 

5.  To  deter  you  therefore  from  giving  faced  to  thefe 
feducers,  I  would  remind  you,  though  ye,  as  converfenc 
with  the  OldTeftament,  have  already  known,  and  been 
fully  adored,  that  the  Jehovah  of  Ifrael,  having,  with 
an  outftretchcd  arm,  delivered  his  profeffing  people  out 
of  their  extreme  bondage  indopprefGon  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  did  neverthclefe  afterward  cut  off  multitudes  of 
them  in  the  wildernefe,  by  terrible  judgements,  for 
their  difobedtenee  and  unbelief;  (t  Cor.  x.  5 — 10.) 
and  they  who,  being  corrupted  by  thefe  deceivers,  fall 
into  like  fine,  efpecially  under  the  clearer  light  -of  -the 
go«pel,  mud  crpett  to  be  ftill  more  feverely  punilhed 
after  their  example,  (t  Cor.  x.  1 1.) 

And  2$  ye  cannot  but  know,  fo  ye  ought  fefiouUy 
to  Confider,  and  reflcQ  upon  the  tremendous  condition 
of  thofe  once  happy  and  holy  angels,  (a  fuperior  order 
of  beings  to'  man)  who  did  not  maintain  their  integrity 
in  that  original  date  of  honour  and  dignity  («f*w)  >n 
which  God  created  them,  hut  relinquilhed,  and,  by  the 
righteous  judgement  of  God,  (a  Pet.  it.  4.)  were  caft 

down 

NOTE. 


*  the  jfMtfr  tf/ Gd  ini*  hfrlvi- 

tttfntfs  may  be  under  (Wd,  either  of 
thefe  fatfe  teacher*  t^kin£  liberty  from 
ihe  do&rirtea  of  grate,  to  indulge  tbeir 
fcniW  mdrnation*  ;  or  of  <iteir  rtiaKcl* 
&gm*?fcmg  the  gofpelujocitinc, 


co  ace  mine  it,  a*  though 
ture  and  defigo,  it  lea  to  all  imparity. 
But  I  am  moft  inclined  to  the  talk  of 
thefe  fenfes ;  bccaufc  they  profeflfedly  ep> 
pofrd,  inftead  of  owning  the  true  dftt" 
trioc  of  the  grace  of  Go<f» 


Jt6 


901 


daf* 


The  EpiJiU  if  J  Jj  QB  ftrapbraftd. 

I**  jodr-  dowo  from  the  m^nCons  of  bills  aod  glory  which  he 

itiam  kn  fub  Awn  nrr>ii  n  r  nhAila 


bad  giyen  them  to  be  their  own  proper  abode  forever, 
in  cafe  of  their  continuing  ip  Jinleis  obedience  to  him. 
Thefe,  paaccount  of  their  revolt,  from  God,  and  rebel¬ 
lion  .againft  him,  through  pride,  envy,  and  affectation 
of  a  higher  power  and  dominion,  than  he  had  afBgned 
to  them,  he  has  put  into  tide  cuftody,  like  condemned 
prjfoners  that  are  loaded  with  fetters,  and  has  held  them 
faft  by  his  holy  purpofe,  power  and  providence,  as  with 
ftrong  and  perpetual  chains  of  the  horrible  darknefs  of 
fin  and  mifery,  and.  difinal  defpair,  againft  tbe  final 
judgement  .of  the  great  day,  when  their  torment  will  be 
completed,  and  when  all  sppftates,  and  impenitent  un¬ 
believing  tinners  (hall  depart  from  the  blifsful  pretence 
of  Qhridyinto.everla/ling/ire,  prepared  for  tbe  devil 
and, bit  angel t.  (Matth.xxr.  41.) 
l  7.  Utter  deflruClion  {hall  certainly  and  fuddenly 
come  firpm  the  Loril  upon  allfuch,  even  as  it  did  upon 
Che  infamouflywicked  pcopleof  Sodom  and  Gomorrha, 
and  of  the  neighbouring  cities  of  Adma  and  Zeboim, 
rhci»-  iGqn,.  xi *. .  24.  25.  and  Deut,  xxix.  23.)  in  dorms  of 
IcItem  vcnoTor-  fire  and  brim  done,  rained  dowa.frojn  beavcR  upon  them 
for  the  flagitious  crimes  which  they  greedily  commit* 
ted,  by  going  into  all  manner  of  uncleannefs,  and  par* 
ticulany  the  unnatural  mpaftrousfin  of  men  with  men. 
The.  perpetual  defclatiop  of  that  wicked  people,  and  of 
their  cities,  the  eyident  murks  of  which  remain  to  this 
day,  is.  exhibited  in  the  facxed  hjftory,  and  in  provi¬ 
dence,  to  opeo  view,  as  an  example  of  God’s  tremen¬ 
dous  vengeance,  which  carries  a  lively  emblem  of  tbe 
cverlafting  dcftni&ion  of  all  tbe  wicked  and  ungodly 
in  hell-fire. 

8  In  like  manner  aJfo,  thefe  profligate  creatures,  who 
vainly  delude  themfolyes  and  others  with  their  own  i- 
magi nations,  which  are  no  better  than  fooliih  and  im¬ 
pure  dreams,  indulge  gratifications  of  flefhly  lufts  that 
war  againft  the  foul ;  and  defile  their  own  bodies  by 
their  lewd  practices :  +  Yea  more  than  that,  they,  like 
Jawlefe  pencils,  treat  all  die  authority  of  fecular  magi- 
ftrates  with  infolence,  and  let  at  nought  all  civil  go¬ 
vernment  with  contempt,  especially  fo  far  forth  as  it 
itwquld  reftrain  their  exorbitant  vices ;  and  they  vili¬ 
fy  the  perions,  as  well  as  the  authority  of  thofe  rulers 

that 

NOTE. 

'  t'Tfecfe  fed vcm  undoubtedly  rr*il-  {ver.  !!•)  to  thofe  that  peri/hed  Jn  the 
fdjtctJefafttral,  «  well  su  civil  gover-  gair  faying  of  Core  agalait  Male*  anil 
norland  we' art  Ud  to  a  though z  of  Aar?  a. 
fhlvhy  tbe  coinpariBgthcfq 


rtia?  tftd  tt^  d- 
tfw  about  them 
1  nnniirr, 


ni^t  ndgo* 

ingmfteviftnojse 
Us  ate  fet 
forth  ferae  <x^ 
.  Ampler.  Mrr|p{ 
tbe  vtflecuic t 
pfetadlfiA 


8  Lfkewy&iJ, 
fo  .thefe  Jitdiy 
d  re  a  men  dejite 
tbe  fiefli,  defjnfc 
dominion,  aqd 
fpeabevilefdig* 


-Tfo  Sfifile  ef'  Jv  d  %  partphraftf.  (If 

that  are  advanced  (o  the  higheft  of  all  earth |r  digni- 
ifet,  (t*far,  &e  the  note  on  -  2  Pet,  ii.  i®.)  |Tiey  ;Jt 
fo  do  the  (ante  by  eeckfiaftical  officers  and  their  doe* 
trine,  and  even  by  the  ibfpired  A  pottles  thcnijelvcs, 
who  ought  to  be  efieented  in  thdr  roimftevisl  fhinf* 
tetr,  as  tbs  glory  of  Chri ft.  {/*?*  2  Cor,  viii.  #3, 

See  the  paraphrafe  there. 

9  Y«t  Mleba-  p.  All  this  is  dire&ty  contrary  to  the  excellent  tern* 
cl  tbe  iifohan*  per  3^4  behaviour  of  fech  as  are  moft  worthy  of  lmita* 
!r<0  wUh  tl0p>  even  in  thdr  treatment  of  the  devil  himfelf ;  ast 
ili e vi lj h<  ,vif-  <0  ioftanee  In  one  of  the  higbeft  dignity,  when  (accard- 
pated  about  the  fog  to  the  traditional  and  currently  believed  account) 
Michael,  f  that  eminent  chief  of  the  holy  angels,  was 
again engaged  in  a  remarkable  conreft  with  the  prince  of  de- 
raiitng  unfa*'  mods,  as  arguing  againft  him  about  having  the  place 
two,  bat  faid,  known,  where  the  body  of  Mofes  was  buried,  Shat  hp 
bul«  tbw.  might  have  a  farther  opportunity  of  tempting  lfrad  (p 
idolatry  in  wor  (hipping  it,  for  the  prevention  of  which 
God,  tn  infinite  wifdom,  concealed  hts  fepulcherc  from 
them,  -(Dent.  ucxiv.  6.)  In  this  debate  the  archangel 
would  nqt  venture  to  do  any  thing,  fo  contrary  to  his 
own  holy  nature,  fo  offenfivc  to  God,  and  lip  much  a* 
hove  his  own  match  in  the  diabolical  art  of  railing,  as 
to  return  the  reviling  and  opprobrious  language  of  that 
foul  fpirk  j  hut  only  faid,  in  a  way  of  folema  rebuke, 
1  leave  yon  to  tbe  righteous  judgement  of  God,  to  deal 
with  you  according  to  your  wicked  defign  of  drawing 
his  people  into  the  molt  Sag  rant  fin  againft  his  divine 
pajefty,  crown  and  dignity. 

10.  But 


VOTE. 

J  Same  by  HittoeJ  uaderfiaud  fib  rift  know  by  dmne  revelation,  that  thU  . 
.  hlmJVif,  and  mhers,  tiic  moft  eminent  wa*  a  real  fact,  and  not  an  idle  ftaryt 
of  aft  the  holy  angels.  Aud  Djr  Light-  like  many  others  of  their  tradition*, 
foot  will  ns,  frei.  I.  p.  J38)  -that  **  a-  The  fame  may  he  obfrrved  with  refpett 
■  ntong  the  T sintadick* there fccm* Jto  to  tP  what  he  fays,  ver.  14-  about  Enoch's 
fnirathiM  like  tbe  rdicUof  t&e&ory  prophecy*  (ic  the  note  oil  2  Tint-  ui. 
here  referred  to,  vise-  oT Michael,  and  o)  Upon  the  whole,  though  1  am  far 
tiie  au£c!  of  death  cHfpnnng  or  dHc*mvf-  ffr»m  being  certain;  yrt,  for  want  of  * 

’  rug  about  fetching the  foal  of  Brio-  better,  1  incline  to  this  liter*]  interpre¬ 
ts/'  K:k  this  is  a  different  thing  from  taiion,  as  more  natural  and  left  forcedi 

*  disputing  about  the  body  of  Moles,  than  any  ot{icr  that  has  been  offered 
However  Dr  Whitby  fays  In  Si*  note  on  on  this  difficult  paifrge ;  among  which 
tb!«  verfe,  **  that  there  was  an  altcixa*  tbemoft  probable  of  them  foesu*  to  to 

-tioa  ;  bet  wlitMic  heel  the  arch&ugrt,  that,  which  takes  the  body  of  Mofes 
and  Stmaci  the  prince  of  the  devils,  a-  ip  a  figurative  tnk,  to  hgoiiy  the  tody 
tout  tbe  body  oi  Moles,  we  learn  from  nr  fyftcm  of  Mofes’s  law.  Hut  ftill  we 
the  traditions  of  the  Jews,”  On  this  arc  .at  as  much  ^uncertainty  about 
fuppofirion,  the  Apo&lc't  arguing  from  there  having  been  ever  any  fuel*  difnite 
fome  known  and  allowed,  tradition  a*  between  Michael  and  tbe  devil  about 

*  nioag  them  had,  its  weight  in  bis  deal-  the  law*  us  about  che-tody.of  atoCts. 

|ng  with  them :  And  poJttbiy,  he  might 


things  n«rcL, 

ruptthtmftlra, 


ii  Wn  ant* 
thcBf  focfa«y 
fcw  gnw  in 
tb«wl)  4fCa|s. 
•»3  rftn  greed}* 

If  tiler  tlto  er- 
m  of  Silum 
for  rmrd,  ud 
per  i  filed  In  the 
‘  ‘  ng  of 


sit  Tbe  Bpiftlt  gf  Jtf  Dt  p/trapbrafed. 

fp*«lB^nh^f  .  IO‘  Bnt  theft  during  pretenders  don’t  Aid  at  vilify. 
tho&  <Atip  i°g  an^  reproaching  things, both  civil  aod  aad  (acred, 
which  -  they  (fa  the  note  on  tci.  8.)  which  are  in  their  own  nature 
£aowh  ao^t  ft  far  from  being  evil,  like  tbe  devil  and  his  ddigns,  that 
kww  wtaS  *hey  »ru  °f  eminent  worth  and  inportaoce  •,  bat  tbe  ufr, 
ly.  m  brace  deftgn  and  benefit  of  which  they  are  otter  Granger*  to: 
feefe;  in  th«fc  And  inthofe  things,  that  ihcr  naturally  know, 

like  animal*  void  of  reafoQ,  and  by  the  light. of  nature 
cannot  bnt  know  to  be  unlawful,  they  like  irrational 
be  alto  bdnre  at  though  they  bad  no  principle  of  realbn 
to  goid  or  govern  them  $  but  afi  at  fuch  a  mouftroofly 
perverfe,  fenfual  and  brutal  rate,  as  to  defile  and _de* 
bale  thcmfefvea,  beneath  human  nature,  to  tbe  hftde* 
gree. 

it.  The  moft  dreadful  of  all  woes  will  fureiy  fall  op¬ 
en  their  head* :  for  in. hating  and  envying  tbofc,  whom 
they  ought  to  bare  treated  with  refpea,  they  are  influ- 
enced  by  tbe  fame  malignant  fpirit  that  governed  Gain, 
when  he  murdered  hi*  brother  Abel,  only  becaufe  hj* 
own  woiks  were  evil,  and  hi*  brother's  righteous.  (1 
John  iii.  ia.  (5.)  And,  with  a  pnafufion  of  covetous, 
phAjiif  ambitious,  and  wicked  define*  and  endeavours,  («!»**■ 
tww)  they  have  vigoroufly  exerted  themfefas  <0  cor* 
rapt  the  gofpel,  (ver.  4.)  and  draw  the  profeflbrs  of  it 
into  fio  and  perdition  j  and  fo  have  imitated  tbe  trea¬ 
cherous  iniquity  «f  Balaam,  that  mad  prophet,  who, 
had  God  pcr mined  him,  would  have  curled  Ifrael,  and 
eidbared  them  to  their  ruio,for  die'  lake  of  the  reward 
which  Bialak  the  king  of  Moab  offered  him.  (Numb, 
xxii.  n,  Ax.  fee  the  note  on  l  Pee.  ii.  16.)  And  they 
fet  thcmfelve*  againft  civil  government,  and  tbe  infpi- 
red  apoftles  and  forvants  of  tbe  Lord,  to  refift  and  re¬ 
proach  them,  (lee  the  note  on  ver.  8.)  a*  Corah,  Da- 
than  and  Abiram,  with  their  accomplices,  did  in  their 
pride  and  (edition  againft  Mofes  the  ruler,  and  Aaron 
the  high'priefti  for  which  the  earth  opened  and  (wal¬ 
lowed  them  up  alive,  to  the  defiroying  of  them  all* 

JNutnb.  xvi.  1—33.)  Awful  emblems  of  the  worfe  de- 
trudm,  which  wall  come  upon  theft  envious  and  tin- 
godly  mcfl  1 

13.  Theft,  like  odious  and  filthy  Mamfbes  -and 
fmcars  upon  tbe  face,  or  upon  a  garment,  are  the  de¬ 
formity,  ftandol  and  defilement  of  your  feafis  of  enter¬ 
tainment,  whether  they  be  held  in  a  way  of  civil  or  re¬ 
ligious  fodety  and  friendfbip,  *  while  they  banquet 

with 

NOTE. 

-*ttdaeriKCappcsr  to  nw  what  Ma ‘  ifidhiti  which  were  u  fed  nMngJen 
theft  were  whether  entertainment*  la  or  Cbrilbiaas;  aad  therefore  4m  pu*. 
ufoi  tfclt  d  IritsdlU^  «  d nJipm  phraft  kvei  ttnodccctalwd. 


ii  Theft  era 
u  in  year 
i  of  chari¬ 
ty,  when  they 
foe ft  with  yon. 
feeding  them- 


Tbe  Epiflte  if  J  o  b  B  patapbrafed. 


fclw*  witim 

f**r :  ritntdst&tj 
*rc  without  wa¬ 
ter*  carried  a- 
bant  «T  wind** 
tTMi  vhotb 
fruit  withcrec  b, 
withouc  fnritt 
twict  dead, 
plucked  ap  by 
ibe  mu* 


?3  H*g'*g 

Waves  of  tW  le«, 
frv  nil)  gout  their 
own  At  line; 
wtodriog  ftar>t 
ta  whua  U  rr- 
ArndilMbck* 
nefi  efdvkvb 


t4  AndEu^cV 
AHb^rhv  (math 
from  Ada  m»pra* 
phtfiid  of  thefe, 
frying,  Behold 
(ha  Lord  com* 


with  yon,  to  gratify  their  luturioos  appetites,  without 
fear  of  the  guilt  they  omtraA;  or  of  the  terrible  wrath 
that  awaits  them  for  it.  They  pat  on  fajfc  appearaa* 
ces  j  and  are  at  ufdefi  and  uoftaUe  as  empty  chmda 
that  yield  no  water  to  refrelh  -the  earth }  and  they  are 
driven  about  by  their  own  luds  and  paihons,  as  tbofe 
light  cloads  are  by  tempeftuous  winds,  from  one  error 
and  evil  way  to  another  j  and  as  little  benefit  is  to  be 
expeded  from  them,  as  from  trees  whole  fruit  is  blijgh- 
ted,  withers,  rob  and  comes  to  nothing  before  it  is  ripe, 
like  the  immature: fruit  that  drops  of  in  autumn  t  (»•**' 
■gtftm)  yea,  as  from  trees  that  are  perfe&ly,  and  as  it 
were  twice  dead,  to' allude  to  thefe  men,  who,  in  tbeir 
natural  ftate  were  dead  in  fin,  and  now  by  tbeir  apo- 
ftacy  are  eonfirntedly  lb,  paft  recovery ;  and  tbeyare 
like  trees  dubb’d  up  by  tbe  roots,  never  to  refTvc,  or 
bring  fbrtb'good  fruit  fix  ever,  and  only  fit  to  be  cafr 
Into  the  fire. 

13.  Nay,  they  are  ax  only  altogether  and  incurably 
ufeieis,  but  horribly  turbulent  and  pernicious.  Their 
furious  reproaches  are  belched  out  againft  the  doQrines 
and  difiapltt  of  Chrift  with  soifi  and  clamour,  and 
thrcatenmgsof  deftrudlton,  like  the  formidable  bitlowa 
of  tbefea  in  a  violent  (form,  when  it  rages  and  foams, 
and  calls  up  its  own  mire  and  dirt,  (Ua.  Ivii.  20.)  as 
thefe  malignanta  do  tbeir  own  fUthinefe,  while  they 
pour  out  (heir  corrupt  principles,  vicious  inclinations* 
and  malicious  danders,  which  turn  to  their  own  fharae. 
Under  all  their  pretences  to  be  lights  and  liars  for  tbe 
guidance  of  others,  they  wander  from  the  truth  and 
bolinefi  of  the  gofpel  to  miflead  tbeir  followers,  and  arc 
like  the  planets,  which  in  chemfelves  are  dark  bodies, 
and  continually  (Drifting  tbeir  places,  or  like  (hilling 
meteors  which  are  called  (hooting  or  falling  (hre.  They 
make  a  fudden  blaze,  and  foon  expire  in  darknds,  are 
fleeting  in  all  tbeir  ways,  and  run  about  from  place  to 
place  to  fpread  their  wicked  principles,  temper  and 
courfes.  So  highly  aggravated  are  their  crimes,  that, 
tnftead  of  f beir  beaded  light  and  their  fenfual  pleafures, 
the  horrors  of  the  thickeft  darknefs,  mifery,  and  black 
detpafr  are  bid  up  in  (lore  for  them,  by  the  righteous 
judgement  of  God,  to  be  their  difmal  portion,  without 
theleaft  dawn  of  comfort  or  hope,  to  all  eternity. 

14.  And  even  Enoch,  thefeventh  perfon  recorded  in 
the  line  of  dcfeeudencs  from  Adam,  (Gen.  v.  3 — 18.) 
foretold  in  a  general  received  traditional  prophecy,  (fee 
the  note  on  ver.  9.)  fuch  things  fo  long  ago,  as  are 
truly  applicable  to  tbe  fin  and  condemnation  of  thefe 

very 


Ip6  73*  Ep ijtle  -J  v  »  t  p4?&phrafi<L 


tth  vHh  tea 
thfiufandi  of  hi* 
Jkmta, 


ij  To  vxctutt 
jadgraent  upon 
all,  and  to  con* 
Vince  all  that 

nix  riBBodty  a- 
fflonjf  them,. of 
all  tbeir  Ungod¬ 
ly  Jecdi  which 
tofcj  have  nri- 
gpdly  toQD^ 
xcA,  and  of  all 
th  rir  h  mdjfrtrb 
ts,  wh  i  ch  ungod¬ 
ly  fionerc  have 
fpoken  again  It 

hlDL.  , 

16  Thole  are 
mnriiuireractira- 
^aisni,  walk* 
jng  after  their 
owu  juft*;  and 
their  mouth 
ffwaketb  great 
fw citing  words  t 
hawing  ,  mens 
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1 7  But,  belov- 
wi^'ejneinlicr  yc 
the  words  which 
were  fpohen  be¬ 
fore  of  the  apo- 
fileaof  our  Lord 
JtTuj  CbrHt; 


very  men,  frying,  obferve  with  attention  and  reverent 
awe,  the  Lord  Chrift,  the  promifed  Mefliah  is  coming* 
and  in  due  time  will  certainly  appear  in  alt  his  majel- 
ty  afid  glory,  with  a  retinue  of  Myriads,  even  ui  in- 
numerable  company  of  his  holy  ones,  (artaft  ««v) 
angels  and  faints,  to  their  ererJafting  joy*  (Matth.xxr, 
31.  and  t  Theft  in*  13*) 

15.  He  will  then  fit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory  to  ar¬ 
raign  ait  mankind  before  him,  and  pafs  a  decifire  fen* 
trace  upon  them  federally,  according  to  their  refpe&ife 
chan£ta*;  and  particularly  to  reprove,  convict,  con¬ 
demn  and  punsJh  all  that  (hall  then- be  found  to  be 
wicked  and  ungodly  among  them.  He  will  feverdy 
reckon  with  them  for  all  their  impious  works,  which 
they  have  wrought  with  premeditated  .malice,  and  for 
all  the  virulent  fpeeches  which  thefe  licentious  finntrs 
have  thrown  out  upon  his  perfon,  gotpel  and  caufe, 
and  upon  his  members  and  faithful  fervants  for  his  fake, 
which  he  will  refent  in  the  day  of  judgement,  as  done 
againft  bimfirff.  (Matth,  x*v.  45*) 

16.  The  falfe  teachers  we  are  Tweaking  of,  will  meet 
with  the  heavieft  doom  in  thac.awrul  day :  For  they  ard 
fecret  murmurera  againft  God  and  his  providence,  a* 
gainft  magiftrates  and  minifters,  and  againft  Chrift 
and  his  followers  and  ways*  and  are  continually  finding 
fault  and  openly  quarrelling  with  all  his  do£trmes  and 
difpenfations,  as  being  prejudiced  againlt  them,  and 
difiatisfied  with  their  own  ftate  and  condition  in  the 
world ;  they,  in  the  reftiefs  temper  of  their  minds, 
purfue  their  own  vicious  inclinations  to  unlawful  plea¬ 
sures  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they  talk  in  lofty,  unin¬ 
telligible,  fenfdefr  (trains,  with  high  pretences  ip 
knowledge  and  religion ;  and,  in  the  pride  of  thetr 
hearts,  fpcak  the  molt  exccflively  vain  and  conceited 
things  of  themfelves,  that  have  nothing  m  them;  and 
they  extravagantly  flatter,  carets  and  extol  perfons  of 
their  own  party,  efpecially  the  rich  among  them,  be 
they  ever  fo  vile ;  oecaufe  they  expert  to  reap  Conic 
worldly  advantage  from  them^  to  gratify  their  covetous 
and  luxurious  temper,  * 

17.  But,  my  dearly  beloved  brethren  in  the  Lord,  let 
none  of  thefe  things  move  you  from  your  own  Itedbft* 
nefs;  nor  be  ye  (fumbled  at  them,  as  though  feme 
ftrange  thing  had  happened  to  you.  (1  Pet.  iv.  12.) 
To  filence  all  fuch  difeouraging  thoughts,  call  to  mind 
and  refie£t  upon  the  warniogs  about  them,  that  have 
been  given  you  beforehand,  as  by  our  Lord  and  Savi¬ 
our  Jefus  Chrift  himfdf,  (Matth,  xxiv.  11.)  fo  by  his 

iofpired 


.7 hr  fiptflU  tf  Jobs  farapbreftd.  i$t  * 

incited  Jpoftles,  (1  Tim.  Hi.  if.  and  2  Pet.  iR;  2.  3.), 
which  being  now  fulfilled,  are  a  confirmation  of,  rattier 
than  an  obje&ion  agatnft;  the  do&rines  delivered  b y 
them; 

18  How  that  18.  Remember  how  plainly  they  have  told  yon,  that 
tW  ndd  70a  in  this  concluding  period  of  the  Jewilh  church  and 
there  4u»uU  be  and  commencement  of  the  laft'difpenfarion  of 

hft  uai*t  who  grace*  ■  *hicb  is  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  vodd, 
fbouiJ  walk  «f-  there  certainly  would  arife  ptofanc  jcomfoV deriders  of 
tM  every  thine  that  is  fecred,  and  particularly  of  Chrifs 

«m0  ly  a  ».  coming  to  judgement ;  (2  Pet.  4.)  a  fet  of  a- 
bandoned  men,  who  treat  thefe  folettn  things  with 
contempt  and  ridicule,  that  thky  rilay  be  the  more  efy 
in  indulgences  of  theip  corrupt  inclinations,  according 
to  the  foil  bent  of  their  own  wicked  hearts,  that  jwe . 
caft  off  the  fear  of  God;  -  •  '  *  ’ 

iv  Thefe  be  I9*  Thefe .  are  the  very  mert,  of  wboni  our  bkfled 
they  who  fepa-  Lord  and  his  apoftles  warned  you;  men  that  make 
ratethcmfoWci,  factions  and  divifions  in  the  church,  alienating  them- 
w^sSjI?  fdves  from  the  trueapofUes,  fervants,  difciples  and 
p  1  do£krines  of  Cbrilt,  and  forming  feparate  parties  of 
their  own  fortment,  as  though  they  Were  more  holy 
than  others;  whereas,  in  reality,  they  are  mere  fen- 
fnahfta;  governed  by  animal  appetites,  lefts  and  paf- 
fions ;  and  are  entirely  deftitute  of  the  enlightening, 
purifying  add  &n£fcifyii)g  gifts  and  graces  of  the 
holy  Spirit. 

so  Bat  ye  be*  20.  But  as  to  you,  my  dear  Chriftian  friends,  take 
loved,  baiiding  heed  of  being  milled  by  men  of  fuch  corrupt  principles  , 
ap  ytmt  i'cive*  anj  pra&ices.  But  go  on  by  divine  a  fit  fiance,  with  in¬ 
ly  ^itfcWpi'»£-  tegrity  and  faithfulncfs  in  your  holy  profeffidh ;  Hid  In 
iia  in  tbe 'Wy  order  hereunto,  peril  ft  in  feekirig,  by  all  proper  and  ap- 
GLoft,  pointed  mearts,  your  own  and  your  fellow  Chriftians 

(fee  the  note  00  Eph.  ir.  32.)  fpiritUal  eftablifhment 
and  advances  in  grace,  holinefs  and  comfort,  upon  the 
foundation  of  faith,  which  is  laid  in  the  do&riiie  of  the 
apoftles  and  prophets,  Jefus  ‘Chrift  himfelf  being  the 
chief  corner  ftone;  (Eph.  ii.  20.)  and  upon  that  prin¬ 
ciple  of  faith  in  you,  which  purifies  the  heart,  works 
by  love,  and  overcomes  this  world  ;  (A.£ts  xv.  9.  Gal. 
vi.  6,  and  1  Johri  v.  4.)  and  which  derives  all  grace 
out  of  Ch rift’s  fulnefs  to  enable  you  to  grow  up  in  all 
things  into  him,  who  is  the  head :  (Eph.  ir.  15.)  And 
together  with  a  lively  exercife  of  this  mo  ft  holy  faith, 
be  inlhnit  in  prayer,  under  the  guidance  and  influence 
of  the  holy  Spirit  to  help  your  mfisrmitics.  (Rom. 
viii.  2 $.} 

2*.  In 
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3i  Keep  your 
felvet  in  tbf 
low  ofGod  look¬ 
ing  Cor  the  mrr* 
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33  And  of 
(mu  hrv«  com- 
padiftn,  making 
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23  And  other* 
fa  vc  with  fear, 
p'ilUng*frtf4Attat 
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ting  even  the 
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the  ficJh. 


34  How  unto 
him  that  1*  able 
tgkeep  you  trout 


2i.  Id  this  molt  excellent  way  of  proceeding*  la  it 
be  your  conftant  ftudy  and  endeavour  to  approve  your* 
felves  to  God*  as  thole  that  fincerely  and  fervently  love 
him,  and  delight  to  keep  his  commandments,  (t  John 
v.  3.)  and  be  careful  to  cultivate  this  love  in  one  ano¬ 
ther,  as  alfo  to  maintain  a_fweet  and  experimental  fen£s 
of  God’s  fpecial  love  to  yourfelves,  to  influence  you 
thereunto,  as  thofe  that  are  looking,  hoping  and  long¬ 
ing,  in  a  prepared  (late  .and  frame,  for  the  Anal  mam- 
fellattons,  fruits  and  cffe£ts  of  thp  gracious-  and  merci* 
ful  fcntence  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  unto 
your  complete  deliverance  from  all  fin  and  forrow,  and 
admiflion  to  all  the  bleflings  of  eternal  life,  even  for 
the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you  at  the  revela¬ 
tion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  (t  Pet.  i.  13.) 

72.  And  as  to  fucb  among  you,  that  may  be  feduccd 
into  any  error  or  fin,  great  prudence  is  to  be  ufed  in  a 
different  manner  of  dealing  with  them*  according  to 
their  different  circum  fiances.  Some  that  have  been 
daggered,  and  in  meafurc  drawn  afidc,  through  thet* 
own  inadvertence*  ignorance  and  wcaknefs,  and  the 
fubtility  of  deceivers,  ye  (honld  treat  .with  ail  tender- 
nds,  meeknefs,  condefcenfion  and  endearing  kindoefi, 

.  and  with  a  friendly  and  compafliooatc  concern  to  reco¬ 
ver  and  eflablilh  them. 

23.  And  others  that  have  gone  farther  lengths,  and. 
feem  to  be  obftitiate  and  hardened*  like  thofe  who  fe- 
duced  them*  ye  ought  to  deal  more  (harply  with,  by 
faithfully  Jetting  before  them  their  guilt  and  danger, 
the  awful  threatemngs  of  God’s  word,  and  the  dreadful 
wrath  and  ruin  they  expole  thcmfelves  to,  and  by  paff- 
Ing  a  cburch-cenfure  upon  them,  if  needful,  toat  ye 
may  awaken  their  juft  fears  of  perfifting  in  the  evil  of 
their  ways :  Hub  is  the  likelieit  method,  by  the  bleff- 
ing  of  God,  to  reclaim  them  and  prevent  their  eternal 
deliruflion  t  and  to  pluek  them,  with  a  fort  of  holy 
violence,  as  brands  out  of  the  fire  that  were  very  near 
being  confumed  by  it.  In  all  which  ye  fhould  he  in¬ 
fluenced  by  an  utter  dctellation  of  everything  that  has 
any  defilement  in  it ;  and  IhouTd  a&  with  a  holy  refla¬ 
tion  to  avoid,  and  have  no  fellowlhip  with  the  unfruitful 
works  of  darkuefs j  (Eph.  c.  u.)  in  like  manner  as  the 
Jews,  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  were  not  to 
touch  any  unclean  thing ;  a  garment,  that  had  the 
plague  of  Jeprofy  in  it*  was  to  be  burnt.  (Lev.  v.  2.  &c. 
and  xiii.  52.) 

24.  Now,  to  condude  with  a  folcmn  doxology, 
which  belongs  as  to  ail  the  perfons  in  the  adorable  God¬ 
head 
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Ti  tliMm- 
1  y  wife  Gad  oar 
Saviour#  h  glo* 
ry  arid  mijefty, 
dam  1  nion  vid 
power,  both  now 
and  ever*  A- 
mcn. 


headt  to  particularly  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  *  whom 
wehsvebceijfpeaking  of  under  fuch  chara&ers,.asare 
peculiarly  fuited  to  your  encouragement  and  relief  utf- 
tier  all  yourprefent  troubles,  (ver.  14.  15.  1  Would 

exprefs  it  in  the  following  lofty  and  endearing  ftrataj 
To  him  who  has  almighty  power  originally  in  himfelfj 
as  God,  and -all  office- authority,  and  qualifications,  as 
mediator  •,  and,  hairing  gracioufly  undertaken,  is  as 
willing  at  able,  to  prefer  re  you  from  apoftacy,  and 
from  irrecoverably  Humbling  and  falling  into,  and  by 
the  errors  of  the  wicked  j  and,  after  your  ftate  of  war* 
fare  is  accomplifhed,  to  prefect  you  to  himfelf,  and  to 
his  Father,  at  his  fecond  coming,  a  glorious  ch-urch, 
not  having  fpoc  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing,  buc 
that  it  thoutd  be  holy  and  without  blemifh,  (Ephr.v. 
37*)  and  fhould  Hand  with  complete  acceptance  in  his 
immediate  prefence,  when  he  mail  appear  in  all  his 
glory,  and  ye  fhall  appear  with  him  in  glory,  (Col.  »i. 
4.)  and  with  triumphant  and  ecftacic  joy,  and  all  the 
hqly  angels  and  glorified  faints,  together  with  thefacred 
three,  mail  exceedingly  rejoice  with  you. 

25.  To  this  God  our  Saviour,  who,  together  with 
fhe  Father  and  Spirit, .as  infinitely,  originally,  eflen- 
cially  and  communicatively  the  only  wife  God :  To 
him,  as -well  as  to  thofe  other  adorable  perfons,  be  a* 
feribed,  as  is  equally  due,  oil  the  glory  of  his  divine 
nature  and  attributes  as  God,  and  of  all  his  Lcrve  and 
grace,  defigns,  undertakings  and  performances,  as 
like  wife  all  the. grandeur  of  his  heavenly  Majefty,  as 
God-man  mediator,  together  with  miiverfal  rule  and 
government,,  might  and  authority,  over  all  perfons  and 
things,  m  the  kingdom  of  providence  and  of  grace, 
now,  henceforth,  and  for  evermore.  In  this  aicription 
of  glory,  may  we  and  all  the  faults  and  angels  join,  as 
with  one  heart  and  voice !  Amen,  fo  let  it  be,  and  fo  it 
fljall  be. 

T  E. 

hii  gloriffns  appaariogto  jndgemeor,  foe  , 
executing  a  dreadful  tent once  on  the 
ungodly,  and  ihewtng  mercy  to  beltcv-* 
jr  .  era  unto  eternal  life;  (ver*  14"  15-  U-l 
if  fo  this  exactly  agrees  with  the  work 


'  0 

*  It/otnw  tome,  that  the  divine  per- 
fai,  here  mnft  immediately  intended*  ta 
onr  Lord  Jefus  thrift*  h  prmri dai¬ 
ly  fpoitea  ofstll  along  in  the  ptecedin 
conte*  t,  and  ii  (rite  ft  Ailed,  by  way  o! 
eminence,  The  Saviour,  and  Cud  our 
K-tvJoar,  ai  in  EpU*  v.  jj,  Fhih  iii*  40* 
Tit.  ii.  and  a  Pet.  i  I-  and  is  here 
culled  the  only  wife  God,  fver  25*  not 
the  exdtifinn  of  the  Father  anti  Spi¬ 
rit,  but  only  of  nil  idols*  (See  the  u*te 
on  John  xvii  3.)  And  as  his  jM-elentmg 
in  fault  left  before  the  pretence  of  hi* 
glory  maniiHUy  relates  to  the  time  of 

Vol.  VI.  t  N 


that  is  peculiarly  a  ter  1  bed  to  him,  an 
the  Saviour  of  the  body,  and  Lead  of 
the  church-  Kpk  v.  23 — 17  But  I  do 
nor  find  that  the  pretent  at  ion  0/  the 
church  at  the  laJlday  is  c«er  a  feribed 
to  God  the  Father,  f£ee  n>y  volume  of 
frrinotix  on  Jefus  Cliriitr  God-man,  page 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  an  honour  (Jo  the  heft  of  men  think  it,  to  be  the  faHWb!  fcmnu  rf 
Jefas  Cbrift  1  Stich  are  heartily  driirous  that  all  the  bfr  flings  of  divine  love, 
fcnercy  an d  peace  may  be  multiplied  to  the  chufco  and  called  of  God  ;  and  they 
lay  tbemfelyes  out,  with  dihgvnce,tp  promote  the  ftltalitwi  of  all  that' believe  m 
Jefus,  and  to  excite  their  fervent  seal  for  preferring  the  doflrine*  of  Cjhrift,  juft 
as  they  were  once  delivered  to  the  feints  under  the  fnfpfcuian  of  his  Spirit*  Hour 
careful  Jhould  all  Chriithns  be  to  guard  againft  taming  the  iWfrine  of  the  grace 
of  God  into  licentioafnefe;  and  agafaft  fticfc  deceivers,  ai  would  fHy  infinwrie 
thcmfeheB  into  their  aShfiton^  and  overthrow  the  purity  b£  the  gofpet,  cfpe- 
ciaily  in  its  fundamental  articles*  relating  to  God  and  our  Lord  jcfiis  Chrilt ! 
The  corrupters  df  this  faith:  are  wicked  men*  whom  the  fovereign  and  holy  God 
has  of  old  determined  to  puiriflrfor  their  impieties  with  everiaftipg  deftnidlm 
In  all  the  horror*  of  the  thkfccft  darkoefi,  mifery,  and  ddpalr.  Thin  htfUM 
dealt  with  the  fallen  angel*,  and  the  flagitious  ftorrm  of  Sodom  and  Corner* 
iha;  and  thus  be  will  deal  with  -the  (fcrfecutofa  of  hi*  people*  who,  like  Gun, 
bate  and  would  murder  them*  for  rfghteou(uc&  lake :  and*  like  Balaam,  would 
turfe  and  ruin  them,  for  thrir  own  fecuiar  inter eft;  and  like  Corah  and  bis  com* 
pony,  fet  themJefoe*  in  opposition  to  the  fervanti  of  the  Lord,  and  mo  to  chit 
magiftrates  and  all  whoJribme  laws,  through  ttnefr  own  ignorance  of  their  ex¬ 
cellency,  and  through  brutal  propenfions  to  what  they  cannot  but  know,  by 
the  light  of  nature,  to  be  very  fordid  and  dcGtmgv  Thefe,  under  all  their  vain 
boafts,  are  an  unftiblc,  defuded  and  deluding  fort  of  men  +  haughty  dcridm  of 
all  that  i*  facredand  worthy ;  deftitute  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  perfeft  fen- 
fiiahfts  that  aim  at  nothing  but  worldly  gratifications,  But,  ah  !  whaf'a  re¬ 
proach  are  perfon*  of  thefe  odious  chara&m  toChriftim  or  ctrilibrietyrin  their 
fatftiag  with  love  and  choice  together  i  They  are  not  only  nfelefs  awf  perpro- 
fiUble,  but  injurious  and  dangerous ;  And  when  Chrilt  fhafl  appear  in  hi*  glory, 
with  an  Innumerable  company  of  attending  faints  and  angels,  he  will  jaftly  con¬ 
demn  andjmmfli  theorfor  ail  thcirJmptou*  and  malicious  calumnies  upon  him 
and  his  people,  doftrines  and  ways.  But  befletm  need  not  be  daggered  at,  or 
by  them*  fince  our  Lord  himfelf  and  his  apoftles  tu*e  given  fair  warning  of  thcia 
before-band;  nor  need  they  return  railing  for  railing,  in  vindication  of  the 
truth  and  of  thcaifekes,  hut  only  refer  them  tv  thaLjGod,  who  judges  righte- 
oufty.  But  0  «hat  a  happirtefa is  it»  anudft  all  thefe  trials,  to  go  forward  ia 
feith  and  prayer  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Sprit,  and  to  maintain  our 
tore  to  God  and  oat  another,  and  a  ftnfe  of  hk  lore  to  us  in  an  huu&&»  pa¬ 
tient;  and  joyful  expectation  of  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jeftis  Chrift  to  eternal 
I>fc  l  How  greatly  are  thofe  pro feflora  to  be  pitied,  that  art  m  d auger  of  fefling 
into  the  fin  arc  of  deceivers  1  With  what  geotfcnefe  are  the  weak  amoog  them  tv 
he  treated  and  allured  l  And  with  what  holy  violence,  as  by  the  terrors  of  the 
‘  Lord,  are  the  rooftobftinaie  and  daring  to  be  {hatched;  Kke  brands  out  of  the 
fire  t  May  all  gkny  be  afcribed  to  the  only  wife  God,  bttiufivc  of  Jjefus  Chrift 
our  Saviour,  who  is  able  in  bimfetf  (  and  authorised  in  hit  office,  to  prefer**  us 
from  all  apoftacy,  and  to  prtfeivt  us  without  fpot  or  btetmfti,  and  with  itofpnk* 
able  joy,  before  the  prefenee  of  bb  own  and  his  Father's  glory,  at  his  fecund 
appearing  without  fin  unto  falvatiou  f  May  we  be  found  among  this  happy  nunw 
ber  at  the  great  day  of  account!  Am tu* 


195 


A  Practical 

e  x  post  t  i  o  N 

0  r  the 

Revelation  of  St  John*  the  Divine. 

In  the  Form  of  r  FuAphiai&« 


Mi 


The  Preface  to  the  Retblitidk< 

THE  vfiter  of  this  facred  booh  appears  tfrith  good  evidence  to 
have  becen  the  ApolUe  John,  (Vid.  Mill.  Prolegom.  pag.  ig 
— 21.  and  fee  T well’s  examination  of  the  late  -new  text  and 
Terllon  of  the  New  Teftament,)  who  is  called  the  Divine,  perhaps, 
bccaufe  he  had  thefpedal  honour  of  God's  giving  hint  the  extraordi* 
nary  prophetic  revelation  contained  in  this  book;  orbccaufehc  was  an 
eminent  advocate  for  the  divinity  of  Chriltj  as  appears  in  his  gpfpel  and 
rpiflles. 

This  important  revelation,  which  is  molt  commonly  thought  to 
have  been  written  about  the  year,  of  our  Lord  96  or  97,  may  be  call 
into  two  principal  parts.  One,  which  lies  in  the  three  Grit  chapters* 
and  is  delivered  m  an  epiltolary  form  to  the  feven  famous  churches  in 
the  proftmfular  Alia,  relates  to  the  then  prelent  Gate  of  thole  churches* 
and  the  things  that  would  foon  be  fulfilled  in  them.  The  epiflles  thus 
directed  to  them  were  indeed  defigned,  like  other  parts  of  Scripture, 
for_our  inftru&iofl,  in  foch  cautions  and  encouragements,  prom ifes 
and  threatening*,  as  are  applicable  to  other  perfons  and  churches,  in 
like  circumftances,  through  all  fucceedtog  generations.  But  1  could 
never  fee  fufiicient  ground  to  think  that  they,  as  fomc  fuppofe,  were 
like  the  reft  of  this  book,  prophetic  of  a  fucceflive  fbte  of  churches 
from  the  apoftles  days  to  the  end  of  the  world,  which  fhouid  corre- 
fpond,  in  order  of  time,  to  that  of  thefe  feren  churches,  all  of  which 
were,  written  to,  as  conlidered  in  their  then  prefent  ami  -contemporary 
circurr. fiances,  and  not  in  what  they  would  be  one  after  another,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  order  in  which  the  epiltles  were  directed  to  them :  Not 
do  I  apprehend  the  chandlers  of  each  of  thofje  churches  to  be  diflinft 
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enough  to  mart  out  tbofe  imaginable  periods*  which  *  by  the  help  of  s 
fruitful  invention  and  forced1  conftrudions,  hive  been  antgned  to  them 
by  different  learned  writers  with  very  different  application,  Botlbrec 
of  them  are  as  .applicable  to  feverai  ages*  as  to  any  one  age  of  the 
church;  and  perhaps*  there  i«  hardly  artyparticnlar  age*  except  the 
lilt  that  is  yet  to'  come,  in  which  there  are  not  Jbrae  ch arches  or  pro- 
feiling  Chriftians,  to  which  many  of  the  things  may  be  applied  that 
are  found  in  all  thefe  e  pit  ties*  and  this  book  of  prophecy  (peaks  of  a 
glorious  (late  of  the  church  that  (hall  be  on  earth  in  the  lad  days* 
which  none  of  thefe  epiftlet,  and  lead  of  all  the  lad  of  them*  can  be 
fnppofcd  to  exhibit  to  us. 

The  other  principal*  and  by  far  greateft  part- iff  the  prophetic  reve¬ 
lation  is  introduced  chap.  iv.  and,  as  I  conceive*  is  carried  on  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  hook,  letting  forth  a  regular  (cries  of  events* 
which  (hould  come  to  pals  in  fucceffive  periods,  relating  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire*  and  the  church  of  Chrift*  as  chiefly  concerned  with  it* 
through  all  ages  from  the  time  of  the  apatite's  writing  to  the  con  fum  - 
matron  of  all  things*-  which  (halt  idue  in  the  utter  deftrufiron  of  hypo¬ 
critical  and  formal  profeflbrs*  and  all  Cbrifl’s  enemies,  and  in  glori¬ 
ous  days  on  earth*  and  the  everlafting  joy  and  triumph  of  the  faints  in 
heaven. 

The  meaning  of  thefe  wonderful  prophecies  has  been  fearchcd  into* 
with  great  cafe  and  diligence,  by  many  learned  and  ■  pious  nftir  of 
formes  and  later  ages  :  But  their  interpretations  in  Tarious  islhntt* 
arc  fo  very  different  and  contradictory,  -  and  feverad  of  them  fo  evi¬ 
dently  proved  by  after  fatts  to  be  entire  miftakes,  that  1  dare  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  be  very  pofittve  in  determining  upon'  all  the  events,  that  an- 
fwer  even  fuch  predictions*  as  may  juftly  befuppofed  to  have  been  al¬ 
ready  fulfilled ;  much  lefs  in  fixing  the  eia£t  rime  for  the  accomplilh- 
ment  of  tbofe  that  arc  (till  to  be  folfilled  in  their  refpeftive  fcafims  * 
concerning  which  we  mult  seeds  be  under  dome  fnfpence,  unit  fs- we 
could  certainly  know  the  point  of  time,  from  whence  we  arc  to  begin 
the  computation  of  fueh  prophetic  days  or  years*  as  arc  bid  out  for 
their  period. 

.  It  may  he  fa  id  of  the  prophecies  of  this  boob,  as  if  was  to  Daniel* 
when  he  heard,  but  under  flood' not*  and  cried  out*  O  my  Lord,  what 
(hall  be  the  end  of  thefe  things-?  In  anfwer  to  which  be  faid*  Go  thy 
way*  Daniel*  for  the  words  we  ciofed  op  and  feakd  till  the  time  of 
the  end*  (Dan.  xii.  &  9.)  intimating  that  they  are  not  robe  thoroughly 
uider  flood  till  they  he  all  completely  accompli  (bed ;  and  even  the  pre¬ 
dictions  of  our  bieffed  Lord  about  his  death*  refurreftion  and  exalta¬ 
tion  were  not  clearly  underftood  by  his  difciples  tiff  they  were  fulfilled  a 
but  then  they  remembered  rhat  lie  had  faid  thefe  things  were  writtepr 
of  him..  (John  it.  22.  and  xii.  13—16.)  Not  did  the  apoftle  Peter 
underfbnd  the  full  meaning  of  what  Chrift  foretold  about  the  baptifm- 
of  the  Holy.  Ghoft  as  to-  be  extended  ro  the  Gentiles,  till  the  Holy 
Ghofl  fell  on  Cornelius  and  his  company,  as  it  bad  before  on  Jewifn 
believers  *  but  then  he  remembered  rhe  word  of  the  Lord,  bow  that 
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he  iaM,  John  indeed  baprifcd  with  water,  but  ye  {hill  be  bipiifcd 
with  the  rioly  Ghoft,  (Aosjci.  ij.  16.) 

It  teems  to  roe,  tbit  one.  great  tkfign  of  prophecies  is  to  leave  oar 
thoughts  under  fome  obfitunty  about  their  precife  meaning  and  time 
ofaccomptifhmem,  till  events  explain  them  ;  left  a  certain  knowledge 
beforehand  of  the  things*  pointed  to,  and  of  the  times  in  which  they 
were  to  take  place!  flio.old  give  umbrage  to  fome  reigning  perwers  on 
eartR  and  would  diiconcert  the  ordinary  courfc  of  human  affairs,  and 
put  Kune  men  upon  measures,  which  tfaey  otherwife  would  never  have 
thought  of,  to  fulfil  .the  predictions;  and  thereupon  the  accompd;(h- 
mem  of  the  prophecies,  in  thetr  feafon,  ihould  he  afcribcd  to  the  craft 
and  management  of  men,  rather  -than  to  .the  wtfdom  and  power  of 
God.  But  his  bringing  them,  about,  one  after  another,  in  their  pro* 
per  time  and  order,  without  aoy  defign  in  the  inftruments  of  them  to 
fulfil  divine  predictions,  as  was  the  cafe  of  Jofeph’s  brethren,  infilling 
him  into  Egypt,  and  of  the  Jews  and  Romans  in  concurring  ni  cruci* 
fjr  our  bleficd  Lord,  rcterves  the  entire  glory  of  the  whole  to  his  own 
over-ruling  condutt,  and  is  an  undeniable  refiiraonjr  to  his  infinite 
unerring  foreknowledge  of  the  free  a&ions  of  men,  and  to  his  all-go* 
verning  providence  in  whatfoever  conies  to  pafs ;  and  as  fall  as  any  of 
the  prophecies  of  this  book  are  manifefUy  fulfilled,  they  are  a  further 
confirmation  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  and  of  the  faith  and  hope  of 
the  church  with  refpeft  to  all  that  remains  to  be  Hill  performed,  and 
are  a  rich  encouragement  to  their  patience  under  all  their  troubles, 
which  in  every  period  are  foretold  as  to  iffbe  in  bright  feeaes  of  prospe¬ 
rity  and  glory. .  And  when  tbe  'whole  fcheme  (hall  be  finifhed,  every 
part  will  appear  in  its  proper  place  and  order,  and  a  divine  beauty 
.wUIbeteen  to  fpread  confpicuoufly  through  it  ail. 

We  may  therefore,  with  fome  probability  at  lead,  humbly  attempt 
to  fettle  tbe  interpretation  of  the  prophecies  by  hiltorical  fails, .  as  far 
as  they  have  been  hitherto  fulfilled,  which  reach  to  the  time  of  the 
fifth  vial,  according  to  fome  eipofitors ;  or  of  the, fath,  according  to 
others  i  and  yet  it  is  hard  always  to  adjull  even  thefc  with  certainty, 
becaute  there  are  fome  other  events  of  providence,  that  may  feem  to 
be  as  fairly  applicable  to  tbofe  parts  of  the  prophecies.  But,  I  think, 
the  late  learned  Mr  Lawman  has,  upon  the  whole,  matched  facts 
with  accomplifhed  predictions,  better  than  any  other  writer  that  has 
fallen  under  my  notice.  And  as  nothing  ever  puzzled  my  thoughts 
on  this  book  more,  than  the  fynchronifms,  or  contemporary  events, 
which  commentators  have  almoll  univerfally  fuppofed  to  be  reprefent- 
ed  in  the  feven  epiltles  to  the  churches  of  Alia,  and  in  the  feal  and 
book  prophecies,  as  fome  diltinguifh  them,  or,  as  others  call  them, 
the  open  and  the  feated  book ;  fo  this  gentleman,  in  h&telaboratc  and 
judicious  paraphrafe  and  notes,  and  in  his  preface  to  the  whole,  feema 
to  me  to  have  fettled  the  periods  of  the  feals,  trumpets  and  vials,  with 
a  good  degree  of  probability,  in  a  regularly  con  netted  and  progreflivc 
order  of  time  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  :  And  therefore  I  have 
moftly  followed  him  in  hilbriral  Eatts ;  and  have  in  a  manner  do.ne  fo 

entirely 
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entirely,  with  refpeil  to  the  fucceflive  coarfe  of  every  period,  which  U 
carried  on  by  feven  epiiUes,  fevenfeaU,  fevep  trumpets,  and  feven 
vials,  tilt  all  (hall  end  in  the  glory  of  the  QtiUeaium,  and  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  ftate. 

And  as  my  defign  is,  through  .divine  guidance,  to  let  this,  as  well 
as  the  other  pans  of  the  New  Tellaraent,  in  as  plain,  pra&ical  and 
eafy  a  light,  as  1  can,  bcfore'the  minds  of  common  Chriftians,  the 
practical  view  is  intermingled  and  parked,  more  than  1  hav£  met 
with  in  any  other  paraph rafe;  but  as -large  quotations  of  antient  au¬ 
thorities  would  not  he  much  to  their  edification,  and  would  fwell  this 
volume  to  a  difprpporrionate  bulk,  which  has  already  too  far  exceeded 
my  expectation  and  defign,  I  (hall  generally  content  tnyfetf  whb-re- 
ferring  to  the  authorities  which  he,  or  others  have  quoted  to  fupport 
the  application  of  hiflories  to  the  hitherto  fulfilled  prophecies,  in  the 
pourfe  of  the  erpofition.;  The  contents  of  all  at  the  head  of  each 
cbapier,  and  as  put  together  at  the  beginning  of  this  volume,  wil} 
girc  the  reader  a  compendious  yiew  of  the  whole  febeme. 

C  H  A  ?.  I. 

A  prefate  opens  the  divine  original,  dtfigns  and  importance  of  this 

■  hook,  t - 3.  The  Apojlle,  John  the  •writer  of  it,  fahrtes  He  feven 

fhurcf>es  of  Afia,  vtijbing  them  grace  and  peace  from  God  the  Patter^ 
.Son  and  Spirit,  in  difinWve  oetonemcal  characters  of  them ,  4~8. 
Declares  when,  where,  and  h&w  the  revelations  were  made  to  him , 
9 — ii.  And  gives  an  account  cf  his  Jirjl  yifon,  in  which  he  Jaw 
0>rijl  appearing  in  the  midjl  of  feven  golden  candleJUcs,  and  holding 
feven  fiars  in  his  right-hand,  which  were,  emblematical  of  the  feven 
churches,  and  fheir  pajiors  t  and- deferities  bis  appearing  in  fuck 
Jlrong  and  lively  figures  cf  majefiy  and  glory,  as  vrerefuited  to  the 
'  encouragement  of  true  believers,  and  the  terror  of  baci/liderf  and 
apofiates,  13—?.  . 

Text.  Pa  raphra?i. 

1JV*  1 "  ’T'  ^  IS  book  contains  a  prophetic  revelation  from 

fmChritt.which  *  Je^8  Chrift,  the  exalted  Saviour,  to  whom,  a* 
Cod  gave  unto  P18*1  ?rvd  the  great  prophet  of  the  church,  God  the  Far 
hi«u,  to  fliew  uo-  ther  gave  it  in  commiffion,  *  that  he  might  make  known 

10 

K  'p  -T  E. 

*  A  jChrift  fuftained  tits  chqralter  of  be.wbo  Cent  M*  angel  to  fliew  theft 
A  prophet tp  hjynan  nuiire,  Cod'  the  tbtngt.it  (tiled  tht  Ltrd  Grief  tit  btl, 
y'ather  ic  fpoten  nf  with  great  prnpiiu-  pr,picts,  fciiap.  xxii.  f,  )  which  itamiijr. 
jy>.  according  to  the  divine  (vecoj)omYi  nipceut  description  oft  he  only  troeGnd, 
ps  giving  ibis  revelation  tolling  th»1,  and  feeine  to  he  meant  of  the  feme  di. 
F  txwkttthn  of  his  office,  he  tnit'bt  vuvt  ptrfan,  there  fsyj  «  little  af* 
if  by  hia  an*e!  ^  jfo^n  :  t^n^ardt,  {ver.  -  i&j  J  y/fusbiivt  Jcnt 
[1,*  ^ttdcrftapdtug  being  infinite!  as  ittitte  a/tgti  td  tefiffy  theft  thugs*  and 
pod/ be,  in  tbit  ctmlidcrarion  of  htm,  thde  thing*  are  lim  called  X be  rtvtia* 
pad  n&  fiecd  of  fucli  a  revelation;  and  t hi:  vfjtfus  Onift. 


Out. 


Tbt  Revelation  faraphrafed* 


to  hi*  ter**at* 
Things  which 
mult  Hiorily 
come  to  p»f$ } 
end  he  Cent  and 
figntfied  it  bj 
hit  angel  unto 
hit  fervant 

Juba: 


a  Who  bom 


to  his  terra  □  to  and  faints  thofe  things  which  mu  ft  foon 
begin  to  be  fulfilled^  and  then  be  carried  on,  through 
their  fereraj  periods,  in  as  certain  predictions,  as  if  they 
were  prdeoit  fa£fcs*  relating -chiefly  to  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  and  his  church  as  concerned  with  it,  till  they  be 
com  pleated  at  the  confum  matron  of  all  things :  and  Je* 
fus,  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  all  the  angelic  hoft,  commu* 
nicated  them  by  the  miniftrarion  of  an  holy  angel, 
whom  he  tent  with  authority  to  notify  them  in  the  fbL 
lowing  vifions  to  me,  his  fervanc  and  apottle  whofc 
name  is  John* 

a.  Who  have  heretofore  wrote  an  authentic  hiftori- 


word*  of* Cod  ca*  3CCCOUnt  °f  Chrift,  as  the  eternal  Word  of  God  (™ 
Tiud  of  the  fctlli-  rv  On0  w^°  w  Gcd  and  was  made  fiejb*  and  dwelt 
mony  of  Jttei  among  us  :  (John  i*  i.  14,)  and  have  bore  witnete  to 
Chrfltf  sod  of  him  under  divine  infpiration,  as  the  only  true  Mcffiih,- 
he  a°d 10  r^e  f^hftance  of  all  the  doftrines  which  he  taught, 

and  the  miracles  which  1  faw  him  perform  to  confirm 
them  ;  and  (hall  now  faithfully  relate  the  further  reve* 
lations,  which  he  has  made  to  me* 


3  Blef&d/jhe  3.  Happy  is  the  man,  who  diligently  reads  and  con- 
*nd  ch1C*tb«  ®<*ers *  “4  happier  ftill  are  they,  that  attend  to,  receive 
btw  tb<  words  and  underffand  the  defign  and  meaning  of  the  impor- 
of  ibU  oropbt-  taut  things  pointed  out  in  the  prophecy,  which  I  am  a* 
«y,  ^  «d  .  (cep  boat  to  deliver,  and  that  obferve  and  compare  the  pre- 
winch  am  writ-  di&ions  therein  written,  and  the  events  of  providence, 
icn therein  =  for  anfwerablc  to  them,  and  bear  them  upon4  their  minds, 
the  time  is  at  and  lay  them  to  heart,  with  in  humble  and  holy  tem* 

.  per  and  deportment  correfpondcnt  to  them.  For  the 
time,  in  which  fcme  of  them  muft  begin  to  be  accom¬ 
pli  died,  draws  on  apace ;  and,  in  comparifon  with  the 
cndlefa  eternity  that  will  follow,  it  cannot  be  long,  be¬ 
fore  they  (hall  all  be  as  certainly  fulfilled,  as  if  they 
were  inftantly  to  come  to  pate. 


*  tn  4.  *VT  OW,  according  to  the  revelation,  and  com- 

J  (briixhe*1  miffion  to  write  it,  which  Jefus  Chrift  fignifi- 

vliidi  are  in  A*  to  me  by  his  angel,  1  John,  fend  the  fir  ft  part  of  it 
fia.  CraccAiun-  jn  the  following  epi  files  from  him  %  one  to  each  of  the 
loyo^nV-^e  fevcn  principal  churches,  that  are  planted  in  the  leffcr 
is,  and  wiiicii  Alia*  May  the  divme  favour,  and  its  laving  effect* 
wa*#  «i»tiwhtch  and  mamteftations  in  a  fpecial  work  of  grace  in  your 
h  to  c«me;  and  fGU]s  -  and  may  a  fenfe  of  the  free  favour,  together 
fpirtts  *  Jhich  manner  of  happinefs,  temporal,  and  efpccially 

are  before  hu  Spiritual  unto  eternal  life,  abound  towards  all  and  eve* 
tlu-usc;  ry  one  of  you  from  God  the  Father,  who,  under  the 

notion  of  deity  and  chara£ter  of  which  he  fuftains  in 
'  the 
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f  ApJ  from 
Jefaj  Chrlttw^ 
i/  ih«  faithful' 
witncfs^  th* 
Jirft-bcgnncn  «f 
the  dcaJ*  and 
the  prloce  of  the 
king*  of  the 
eitrib^  Vaidhim 
that  loved  uj, 
end  walhed  o* 
from  onr  fifls  in 
his  own  Ulaod, 


the  fcheme  of  prpriden.ee  ajid  falvaiioo,  *  is  to  he  con* 
fidered  as  from  everlafting  to  ctcrUUing  God,  (J*f,  xc. 
2.)  invariably  and  unchangeably  the  lame  in  his  be* 
ing  and  perfcGious,  counfels  and.  defigns,  and  ever  ha? 
been,  ip,  and  will  be  the.  fame  in  his  love  and.  care  of 
bis  people ;  and  from  the  divine  Spirit,  who  is  the  £>• 
vereign  author  of  all  fpirrtuaj  gifts  and  graces,  and  of 
every  diverfjty  of  hi?  fupernatural  operations  *  (i  Cor. 
xii.  4.  7 — 11.)  which  for  the  variety  and  perfection  of 
them,  and  with  a  reference. to  the  feyen  churches,  may 
be  called  fcyen,  under  die  denomination  of  fp trite,  as 
that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  fpirk  \  John  iii.  6. 
a  fid  who  is  ever  prefem  with  the  Father,  as  before  his 
throne,  ready  to  execute,  his  will  JO  every  thing,  and 
particularly  in  what  relate?  to,  the  fafieiy  and  welfare  of 
the  church  ! 

5.  6.  And  may  all  thefe  bleflrogs  be  multiplied  to 
you  from  Jefus  Chrift,  through  his  mediation  and  me¬ 
rit,  who,  as  a  prophet,  bears  a  faithful  telliipony  to  hi? 
Father's  mind  and  will,  and  to  his  own  chara&er,  a? 
the  Son  of  God  and  the  trqe  Mefliah ;  and  whq  as  a 
prleft,  haviog  offered  up  hinifelf  a  facr&ce  for  Jin,  was 
in  tpken  of  his  acceptance  raifed  from  the  dead,  as  the 
head  of  his  body,  the  church,  and  as.  the  very  firft  shat 
ever  rofe  to  immortal  life,  and -that  .as  the  pattern,  pledge 
and  firft  fruits  of  their  refu.rre&ion  to  it  after  him  ;  (fee 
Col.  i.  iS.  and  the  note  on  i  Cor.  xv.;jo.)  and,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  this,  he,  as  the  doe  reward  of  his  atoning 
death,  was  exalted  to  his  throne  of  glory,  with  an  ail 
fulnefs  of  authority  and  dominion,  as  Jting  tf  kings  and 
ford  of  fords ,  (chap.  xix.  id.)  and  the  head  uf  all  prin- 
fipalities-and  powers  on  earth,  as  well  as  in  he?yen,  for 


“NOTE. 

*  Wld  is,  cni  vie,  tad  it  ta  came,  ht'and  the  Son  and  Spirit  an*  reprefen- 
eannot,  I  think)  he  confidrred  as  a  per-  ief^  as  fnftiuning  their  rcfpetfljye  pans 
PMl'  iliftinSiyc  character  of  pad.  ;bn  in  all  difpejifations,  partinlariy  rela- 
Father,  merely  at  the  Father,  to  the  ting  tp  the  cUnrch ;  for,  in  tlmoecontr- 
eicluliou  of  the  Son  and  Spirit  ;be-  my,  Gud  the  Father  .U  to  be  crotidered 
whaj*  is  pearly  equivalent  to  this,  'atnisjntatnlitg  the  prerngmivesot' deity, 
pnd  appear'i  to  he  full  gg  much  perfonel,  and  the  Son  spd  Sjjrric  as  nfur.a  either 
irsffirmeil  of  the  So^i*  m  when  it  U  •  fro’in.hitn,  nr  towards  him :  according- 
Jaid,  that  he  is  Alpha  aiid  Omega,  the  )y,  in  the  tlofe  of  this  verfe,  the  Spirit 
neginiHnjv  and  the  ending,  the  firJt  and  is  reprcfeiite’d  as  before  f  he'  throne,  to 
The  Iaft,  ver.  8.  1 1.17.  and  'chap,  xxii,  atSfrnrnfbr  farbtr  toward  the  church; 
*  3-  and_  perhaps  in  chap.  xxi.  £.  )Jnc  it*  an(J  in  the  follutiag  verfes,  Vlje. Son  ii 
it  be.  there  tptderftqetj  of  the  Father,  it  reprefeated  u  idling  toward  the  Fa. 
ihewr’that  the .  Y^ry  .fame  divide  chh-  tier  fur  the  clinrcb  in  b>4  prieftly  of- 
radters  .ere  JterfuaaUr  applied  t<>  both,  five,  ti'jrdl  as  Irom'the  Father  toward 
P*ep  the  note  below  On  ver.  8.)'  'Jiot  it  ihoeharefi  intiU  prophetic  end  kingly 
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ghepcefenttript)  and  govcrnmentdfhis  people,  and  for 
reft  reiving  and  fubduing  all  hie  and  intir  enemies! 
(£ph.  i-.'^5^-a2.  and  Phil.  it.8 — hj)  unto  him  who 
.  .  has  freely  famd  us,  And  given  bitnfelffir  us,  an  tffering 

and^i  facfifictU  Q.pdfor  afreet  /melting  favour,  Ifym. 
y.a.Jand  ban  deaijfed  us  from  theguilnnd  power  of 
.cur  Jins  by  aiu  .efi«A\>-il  appIScatlc>n  of  tfee  virtue  of  his 
own  precious  blood,  which  he  ihed  for  .the  remiflion  of 
them,  and  for  redeeming  us  from  all  iniquity;  (Matth. 
xxri<  afi.  and  Tit.  ii.  14.)  and  has  advanced  us,  in  our 
relation  to  God,  even  his  Father  and -our  Father  in  him 
*  And  hatl>  to  the  high,  honour  of  kings,  or  princes  in  a  fpirituai 
snH  pHf'it*  u"  to  fenfc*-tb»t  hold  our  digniuea  under  him,  in  an  intire 
Cod  ,qd  bis  Ft-  dependence  qo  him,.and  that  base  power  to  prevail  with 
*  her;,  to  k»o»  bt  God  in  prayer,  {Gen.  xxxii.  28.)  nod  are  heir*,  of  the 
fno7  lor de*r  k»n6dom  ofglory,  (Jam,  ii,  5,)  and  enabled  to  govern 
and  ever.  4-  our  own  fpirita,  and  to  overcome  fin,  Satan  and  the 
roes,  world  i  and  are  fanflified  to  his  fervice,  as  priefts,  that 

have  near  acccfe  to  God,  and  .offer  up  fpirituai  facrifi- 
ces  acceptable  to  him  by  Jefus  Ghrift,  (l  Pet.  it.  5.) 
unto  this  biefled,  lovely,  and  loving  Jefus,  who  is  de- 
vinely  glorious  in  himfeif  and  in  bis  office,  be  afcribcd 
all  ppffibfe  honour,  and  be  paid  all  Jblemn  acknowledge^ 
meats  of  his  fovereign.  and  univerfal  dominion,  from 
henceforth  to  a}l  eternity,  Amen,  fq  be  it,  and  fo  it  fliall 
•be. 


7  Behf'ld, 
comei  h  with 
cloud*,  and  e- 

yery  eye  fbaJl 
fp®  him,  and 
thej  aifa  whkii 
jiicrtcd  blTP  ! 
and  ail  kindred 
of  the  earth 
Jhili  w4.ii  he* 
canfe  of  him: 
iycij  To,  Ameji, 


t]i  Ghfcrverfof  your  encouragement  the  happy  ifliie 
of  all  the  foUowing  prophecies,  to  -put  an  end  to  tbe 
afilitted  (late  of  the  church,  and  com  pleat  their  fal  cati¬ 
on,  -.and  to  power  confulion  upon  all  their  enemies, 
the  Lord  jefus  will  .quickly  appear  with  awful  majefty 
to  judge  the  world  at  his  fecond  coming,  which  will  be 
like  the  God  who  makes  the  clouds  bis  chariot,  (Pf* 
civ,  3  )  in  illuffrious  clouds  of  heave  0,  with  power  and 
grgat  glory,  am  id  ft  furrounding  angels,  according  to 
his  own,  and  ancient  predictions.  (Dan.  vii.  13.  and 
Matth.  xxiv.  30.  31.)  And  that  appearance  in  human 
nature  will  be  fo  open  . and  vifible,  and  fo  attempered 
by  the  clouds  to  mitigate  the  hrightett  rays  of  his  divine 
glory,  and  accommodate  them  to  corporal  fight,  that  all 
mankind  ftp!l  fee  him  with  their  bodily  eyes;  and  they 
particularly,  that  joined  in  his  crucifixion,  (Zech.  xu. 
10.)  and  never  afterwards  looked  by  faith  to  him,  with 
penitent  farrow,  for  the  remiflion  of  tljelr  fins,  (ball  be* 


poid  him  with  terror  and  anguifli  of  heart  for -haring 
ftefprfcd  and  rgeCtcd  him :  and  not  only  the  tribes  of 
Ifracl,  but  all  per  fee  u  ting  powers,  and  people  of  all  na> 
fjflfis  of  the  earth  that  repiaiB  in  impenitence  and  un- 

htH 
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belief,  (hall  bitterly  lament  their  miferahle  cafe,  becaufe 
of  his  coming  to  caJl  them  tp  a  ftrift  and  fcvcre  ac¬ 
count  for  all  that  they  have  laid -and  done  againlt  bim, 
Even  fo  it  certainly  (nail  be }  and  all  who  now  by  faith 
look  for  itj  and  mail  then  be  joyful  fpe&ators  of  it) 
cannot  but  confent  to,  and  approve  of  it^  as  righteous, 
laying,  with  folcmn  applaufe,  A  nun.  (chap.  xvi.  7.  and 
XIX.  I.  3.) 

8  Tm  Alpha  8.  To  add  the  greater  weight  to  thefe  things,  for  the 
and  Omega,  the  terror  of  his  enemies,  and  the  fupport-and  comfort  of 

truf  ^ jievcrr8’he;  Lwhor  “  ? come  in  th]B  ma/clt; 

the  Lord,  which  3n«  glory,  fa  id  of  himfeif,  (ver.  11.  17.  and  chap.  xxn. 
is,  and  which  13,  13.)  ►  I  am  from  eternity  to  eternity,  am  alfo  the 
come^^the  aot*lor  aDt*  fin>lber  of  the  works  of  providence  and 
Almighty.'  grace>  and  of  this  revelation  concerning  many  of  them, 
and  will  accordingly  accompli fh  them  in  their  order 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end ;  and  lb  may  be  fitly 
reprefented  by  the  firll  and  laft  letters  of  the  Greek  al¬ 
phabet,  which  are  Alpha  and  Omega ;  and  be  who  faid 
thefe  things,  affirmed  of  himfeif  that  he,  in  his  divine 
nature  and  perfc&ions,  is  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  (fee 
La.  ix.  6.) 

9  I  John, who  9*  To  proceed  then  to  the  firft  part -of  the  rereiari- 

aifo  ara  yo«r  made  to  me.  I  John  the  cvangelift,  and  apoftle, 
corananiuii  who  am  alfo  yqur  brother  in  the -faith,  and  in  the  fa- 
tribubtion.  and  mily  of  God  ;  and  am  a  fellow  fufferer  with  all  thofe 
in  th*  kingdom  that  are  or  ever  ffiali  be  perfecuted  for  the  lake  of  Chrift, 
jefrtcirift'wa*  an  ^eir  them  of  all  the  blcDings  of  his  king- 
j„  tbe  ifle  that  <*om  Prace  and  glory,  and  am  called  and  enabled 
-i*  called  Pat-  with  them,  through  his  (Lengthenings,  to  excrcifc  all 
i>»«,  for  the  humble  fubmiffion,  relignation  and  patience  in  fuffer- 
M°d  for  »h«Gtcr'  in8s  faf  him,  and  quiet  watting  for  his  glorious  king- 
tiinony  oi'jtfu,  dom  \  1  was  baniflied  by  the  emperor  Domitian  to  a 
Cfcritt.  confinement  in  the  mountaneous  ifland  of  Patmos, mere¬ 

ly  for  my  adherence  to  Chrift,  and  faithfully  preaching 
his  gofpeJjwhofenamc  is  called  the  Word  of  God,  {chap, 
xix.  13.)  and  for  the  whnefs  1  bore  to  the  troth  and  im¬ 


portance  of  the  things  that  I  had  leen  and  heard  from 
bim.  (ver.  ?.)  ■  :  .  ■ 

to.  During 

■NOTE. 


*  As  CL  it  ft  is  the  pci'fan  ia(t  meiiti*  Father,  and  fo  may  be  EonflJcrnl  il  a 
ored,  and  is  reprefriirrd  a*  tbt  reveal-  description  of  the  fame  dfkY*  whenever 
er  of  thefe  fhtn^i  to  libfcrvant  Jnfan,  1th  ap|ilied  either  of  tliem,  not  to 

(ver  i-J  Co  it  plainly  appear*  by  the  pa-  difHngnifli  one  from  the  other  of  the 
rallcl  places  refevred  to  in  the  para-  adnrabl^pt* fans  of  t[he  trip hjt  a*  fiich, 
plirsfe,  that  thefe  tklca  arc  afcribcd  to  but  to  dtfthignifh  tk  DivlncBtiu^  from 
’'nirof  aod  a*  the  Father  was  deforibed  that  are  not  by'  n&Tuvo  God, a*  it  if 
‘by  Iffctfharaftcrst  v<r  4*  the  note  nfed  foe  t  flat  pur  pole  in  a  defaription 
thtrt)  k  ;*tvcs  oi  a  liroiig  a  Ur  (tat  ton  to  of  God  pbfoluuly,  u  fuebj  Ifa*  xlu  4* 
the  true  and  proper  divinity  of  tl:c  Son  and  JtiviiL 
>F  God,  a*  the  fame  iu  cifaute  with  the 
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10]  ^uin  ttc 
spirit  on  th« 
dajt  and 
]ic<4ftl  bcJiiud 
ntciemt  ¥oitc 
W  of  a-  trim ir 
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rr  toying  1 
am  Alpha  and 
Jtacgti  the  firft 
aud  the  Uft  t 
and,  What  thou 
fei'ft,  Mri  ite  in  a 
book  and  fend 
/*  onto  jthc  fa¬ 
yed  ch^chef 
wbtcb  atrin  A* 
fiA ;  vnto  Ephc- 
ina,  and  unco 
6ihyrna,andnU4 
\o  Perg^tnosj 
aud  auto  Thy- 
atira*  *vnl  unto 
&in]is>  and  uxk 
^  Phihs.*  -Iphia* 
ar.dumo  Laodl* 

CM* 


Ji  And  V  tur¬ 
ned  lo  iVe  the 
vnic<  that  ipake 
^'ith  mp*  And 
Jwifljf.qurptJ,  1 
fik*rii*ea  gold- 
cn  find  Left  [cXt; 
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10.  During  this  ftate  of  exile,  on  a  certain  firft  day 
of  tfae  week,  which  is  commonly  (tiled,  by  va^  of  e- 
minencr,  the  Lord’s  Day,  for  like  reafon  as  the.m^litu* 
ted  memorial-  of  his  death  is  called  the  .Lord’s  Supper, 
(1  Cor.  xi.  TO.)  and  which,  according  to  the  univerfel 
praftice  of  gofpe I -churches,  1  obfcrved  in  commemora¬ 
tion  ofbis  rcftfrreftioti  from  the  dead,  as  a  holy  day  to 
him,  flee  the  notes  on  John  xs.  ad.  Acts  xx.  6.  and 
CoU  ii.:  16.)  1  was  on  that  day  in  a  fpiritual  frame,  and 
employed  in  religious -meditations  and  exerctfes}  and, 
while  I  was  lb,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  came  upon  me, 
(as  it  formerly  had  done  onantient  prophets)  and  re¬ 
vealed  the  following  things  to  me ;  which  were  intro¬ 
duced  hy  my  being  alarmed  with  the  hearing  of  an  ex¬ 
ceeding  loud  articulate  voice  behind  me,  like  tlwibewg 
and  (oLeinn  found  of  a  trumpet,  Arch  as- was  beard  at 
the  giving  of  the  law  on  Mount  Sinai.  Exod.  xix.  16. 

if.  The  voice  which  1  perfectly  anddiltiuftly  beard 
and  under  flood,  laid  to  me,  I,  that  Jefus,  for  whole 
fake' you  are  banilhed  to  the  ifle  Patties,  am  he,  wbo 
called  myfelf,  {ver,  8.  See  the  note  there)  and  now  re¬ 
peat  it,  the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  you  with  a  folemn 
reverence  of  me.  and  regard  to  my  words,  even  l  am 
dlpba  and  Omega,  the  author  and  finilher  of  all  things, 
relating  to  the  world  and  rhe  church  from  the  begin- 
tng  of  the  creation  to  the  end  of  ages.  And  he  then 
ftri£Uy  charged  me, 'faying,  Take  care  that  you  faith¬ 
fully,  record  in  a  book  the  things  which  I  am  making 
known  in  vifion  to  you  for  the  inftru&ion  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  the  uuirerfa)  church  ;  and  fend  fuch  particu¬ 
lars  of  it,  in  my  name,  to  the  feven  molt  noted  chur¬ 
ch  eS  of  Alia,  as  belong  to  them  refpe£ti»cly,  and  they 
are  moft  immediately  concerned  in,  namely  to  the 
jcburches  wh'iclf  are  feated  at  the  following  cities  *  to 
that  at'EphefuS)  -and  that  at  Smyrna,  and  tbat  at  Pcr- 
gamos,  and  that  at'Thyatira,  and  that  at  Sardis,  aud 
that  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  at  Laodicea. 

IT.  And  thereupon  }  turned  myfelf  about  with  eager 
defire  to  fee  from  whence  this  awful  voice  proceeded, 
which  directed  itfelf  to  me,  and  having  fet  my  face 
that  'way,  l  bad  a  clear  Aipernatural  vifion  of  a  candle- 
flic  of  pure  gold,  which  may  be  fpoken  of  in  the  plu¬ 
ral  number,  as  confuting  of  feven  branches  to  hold  fe- 
Vert  lamps,  apfrcrablc  to  the  number  of  the  ehnrches, 
to'which  I  was  ordered  to  write,  and  like  the  feven 
^branches  that  were  made  by  diviue  appointment,-  and 
placed  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  (Exod.  xxv.  31. 
3J.)  and  may  be  cpnGd-'fed  as  emblematical  of  the 
f  light 
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i)  And!sdc 
tntdft  or  the  ft- 
vtnmdltdkkl 
#^ltkeonuirbe 
Son  of  mas.  clo¬ 
thed  with  a  gar¬ 
ment  down  to 
rbe  foot,  ant) 
girt  about  the 
t»]»wkli  a  gold’ 
to  girdle* 


14  Hit  bond 
and  bis  hairs 
'inert  white  like 
and,  na  white 
as  fnow;  and  Ms 
rj«  pvrr  as  a 

9am  of  A"; 


?5  And  his 
feet-  like  1  unto 
five  brpfrtis  if 
they  bbrned  is 
•  fur  me of  abd 
In*  voice  at  the 
found  of  many 
Withers. 


light  of  doftrine,  faolinds  and  comfort,  which  the 
churches  receive  from  Cbrift,  and  hold  forth  to  the 
world,  as  they  are  all  one  in  him. 

13.  And  as  the  Jehovah  of  Ifracl  dwelt  m  that  holy 
houfc,  and  the  prieft  tiled  to  (land  in  the  mid  ft  of  the 
branches  when  lie  lighted  the  lamps,  and  particularly 
the  middle  one,  which  went  right  up  from  the  (haft. a- 
mong  them,  (Numb.  nil.  2.  3-  fee  Ainf worth  there)  fo 
I  plainly  beheld,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  emblematical 
candleftics,  a  divinely  glorious  perfon  in  the  form  of  an 
illuftrious  manrwhich  left  me  tinder  no  manner  of  doubt 
but  that  it  was  the  Mefliah,  who  was  prophefted  of;  and 
frequently  (poke  of  himfelf,  as  the  Sob  cf  Mob-  He 
appeared  to  me  as  clothed  with  a  magnificent,  rich  and 
iplendid  robe,  like  unto,  though  of  incomparably  great¬ 
er  luftre  than  -that  of  the  Jewilh  high* prieft  ;  a  gar¬ 
ment  which  covered  him  all  over  down  to  his  feet,  and 
was  a  fit  emblem  of  bis  prieftly  robe  of  glorious  and 
perfect  righteoufnefs,  which  covers  him,  and  all  his 
members,  even  down  to  the  lowed  and  meaneftof  them ; 
and  to  (hew  bow  near  the  concerns  of  bis  church  lie  to 
his  heart,  and  bow  ready  he  is,  to  difeharge  his  pricflly 
office  on  their  behalf,  he  appeared  as  girded  about  his 
bread  wtth  a  golden  'girdle  pf  ineftimable  worth  and 
beauty,  far  furpaffirig  the  curious  andcoftly  girdle  of  the 
high-prieffs  ephod,  (Exod.  xxxix.  5.)  with  which  he  u- 
fed  to  gird  himfelf  over  his  bread. 

14.  The  appearance  of  his  pet  (bn  alfbwas  tranfeend- 
ently  majeftic  and  glorious,  like. that  of  the  Antient  of 
Days,  as  reprefented  in  vifioo  to  the  prophet  Daniel, 
(Chap.  vii.9.)  His  head  and  his  hair  upon  It  (hone 
like  the  Shecbinah  of  old,  which  was  always  an  em¬ 
blem  of  the  divine  tnajefty  and  glory ;  and  bis  hairs 
appeared  like  a  venerable  ciown,  as  pure  and  clean  as 
the  fined  wadied  wool,  and  ffiiniag  with  a  luftre  as 
dazzling  as  the  whited  foowj  and  his  eyes  fparkled, 
and  as  it  were  ftrcaincd  out  with  light  as  piercing  and 
awful,  as  the  brigbteft.flame  of  a  ftrong  and  clear  fire ; 
a  lively  emblem  of  his  penetrating  wifdoro,  knowledge, 
and  influence  to  difcover  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  and 
ro  purify  and  refine  them,  or  elfc  to  confnme  them,  as 
the  hotted  fire  doth,  the  materials  that  are  capable  of 
being  afted  upon  by  it* 

J  £,  And  his  feet  fee med  to  be,  for  ftrength  and  ftea- 
dinefs,  purity  and  beauty  ip  all  bk  ways  and  difpenfa* 
tions,  to  the  joy  of  the  £unts,-an4  terror  of  his  enemies, 
like  (olid  pillars  of  hurnifhed / metal  that  bad  hern  tho* 
fOPgbly  melted  and  refined,  and  appeared  a«  red  hot  as 

though 
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td  Aodbehtd 
inhls  right  bifid 
ftfTtn  (Vat#  t*nd 
out  ofin  smooth 
wttxt  si  Iharp 
tva  edvrdfwurd 
and  hitcnmten- 
an«  ms  as  the 
fun  (hintth  ia 
hi*  ftrtogth. 


17  fcirfwlmr 
1  faw  hhn*  IfeH 

at  hi!  fret  u 
dead;  ind  1m 
laid  hti  right 
haul  npon  me* 
£iyia*  onto  me. 
Fear  not;  1  am 
the  firitand  the 
UiU 
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though  it  were  flit!  burning  ia  a  fiery  furnace ;  And 
hts  voice,  according  to  the  language  of  has  word  and 
providence*  was  as  loud  and  thundering,  dreadful  and 
flftonifhinjf  tothe  wicked^  as  the  roaring  of  the  fi£a^ 
when  ks  huge  colledion  of  waters  are  thrown  into  the 
moft  violent  commotion  by  a  ftorm* 

16.  And,  to'  add  frill  further  to  the*  majeity  and 
grandeur  of  his  appearance,  as  alfo  to  {hew  his  effec¬ 
tual  care  of  his  faithful  fervants,  he  was  reprefented  to 
me  as  holding  in  his  right  hand*  the  emblem  of  favour 
and  power  for  prefermion  and  guidance,  ieven  liars, 
that  were  upheld  and  enlightened  by  him,  to  be  the 
minifterial  and  fubordtnate  lights  of  their  rcfpe£Uve 
fevCn  churches  in  Afia  ;  Which  is  Iikewife  applicable 
to  all  fuccecding  pallors,  as  he  has  promifed  to  bewirti 
them  always*  even  to  the  end  o£  the  world.  (Mattb* 
irviii*  30.)  And  there  feerrsed  to  iffue  out  of  bis  month 
a  fharp  fword  of  two  edges  which  cut  on  both  (idea  ;  % 
proper  emblem  of  the  power  of  both  his  law  and  gofpd  , 
of  the  juftice  of  hi$  government  and  the  efficacy  of  his 
word,  asjproceedmg  from  his  mouth*  for  cutting  fmners 
to  the  heart,  and  cutting  off  all  fuperfluky  of  uaughti- 
nets  from  believers,'  and  for  cutting  down  his  impla¬ 
cable enemies.  And  as  to  ttfe  light  of  his  countenance 
it  was  as  bright  and  dazzling,  audits  ferules  were  aa 
cheering  and  reviving  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament, 
when  it  (bines  in  its  full  ftrength  with  unclouded  beams 
aft  noon -day,  Kite  his  appearance  on  the  mouot  of 
transfijpiration*  (Matth*  xvii*  2.)  and  fukable  to  his 
character,  as  the  Sun  of  Righteoufiiefs,  that  rifes  with 
healing  under  his  wings  (Malacb*  iv*  2*) 

17.  AfiJ  when  in  mf  Vifion  1  beheld  this  awful  and 
gTdrious  appearance  of  the  Lord  Jefbs,  1  was  fo  furpri- 
fed  and  overwhelmed  at  it,  under  a  confcioufnefs  of  my 
own  guilt  and  tmworthtnefs,  that  all  the  powers  of  ani¬ 
mal  nature  failed;  and  1,  like  one  in  a  fwoorr,  fell 
profirate  at  his  feet  ready  to  expire.  He  then,  know¬ 
ing,  and  havirig  companion  on  my  Infirmity,  feemed 
to  ftretch  forth  his  right  Hand,  the  emblem  of  his  gra^ 
cious  and  almighty  power  to  revive,  and  raifed  me  up; 
arid  hid,  to  encourage  and  comfort  me,  as  the  angel 
did  to  Daniel,  (chap,  x*  ro— 12.)  Do  not  give  way  to 
diftrefling  fear,  as  though  1  meant  any  ill  to  you,  or  to 
my  church  and  people  !  No,  I,  the  divine  Saviour,  2151 
unchangeably  the  fame  in  tnyfelf,  in  my  office,  and  in 
my  love  and  care,  as  I  eve*  have  been ;  and  as  1  have 
begun,  fo  [  wifi  perfeft  a!i  that  concerns  both  you  and 
them*  and  all  difpenfotions  relating  to  them* 

18*  I 
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i3/jflihcthat  1 8,  I  am  the  great  and  only  mediator,  frbo  evtr 
dJ»d7  liTC^  “  the  living  One  in  my  divine  nature/ 

hold/i  tm  «liw  to  fecure  the  interelU  of  my  church*  and  was  once  put 
forevermore  A-  to  death  in  my  human  nature/  to  malce  reconciliation 
*m*  fc*v*  with  God  by  my  atoning  fucriflce  for  them  ;  but  ob- 
and  oTdeatli*  ferve  with  faith*  hope*  delight  and  holy  confidence  in 
me*  that  I  am  now  rifen*  and  Jive  for  ever  in  the  Ma¬ 
ture  which  died*  as  their  high  prieftsmd  righteous  ad* 
vocate,  and  as  their  Lord  and  King)  this  is  ratified  in 
heaven,  and  you  ought  to  fay,  Amm*  And  tofatisfy 
you  that  all  fhaii  end  in  the  greateft  happinefa  of  my 
people,  I  further  adore  you*  that*  in  conference' of 
my  death  and  refurre£Uon,  I  have  the  power  of  death 
and  of  the  iimfible  world,  to  fave  or  deftroy  the  fools 
of  them  that  are  in  a  feparate  ftate,  and  to  raife  their 
dead  bodies  from  thc  grave,  like  one  who  has  the  keys* 
which  are  an  emblem  of  right  and  power,  (Ifii.  ntii* 
22.)  for  unlocking  their  doors,  and  for  opening  or 
fhutting  the  gate  of  heaven,,  to  admit  thofe  into  it  that 
die  in  the  Lord*  and  to  exclude  tbofe  from  it  that  die 
in  their  fins,  and  fiiut  them  up  with  the  devil  and  hb 
angels. 

>  1 9,  He  then  repeated  his  charge  to  me,  (ver*  i ) ) 
19  Write  the  faying.  Write  all  th'efe  things  down,  which  you  have 
S,n®!  fecn  exhibited  in  this  vifion,  that  they  m=>y  be  prefer ved 

and  the  thin^i  for  the  inilrucrion  of  the  prelent  and  future  generations, 
which  are,  and  and  record  the  things  which  ate  further  to  be  revealed 
f0  y°u»  relating  to  the  prefent  (late  of  the  church  ;  as 
ter,  *  Cr*  *  alfo  the  things  which  (hall  certainly  come  to  pals,  in 
their  proper  feries,  from  age  to  age,  till  time  fliall  be 
no  more. 

20.  Now,  to  explain  two  of  the  principal  emblems 
"7'  that  you  have  feen  in  this  vifion,  The  covert  meaning 
venVarawhidi  ■  f^c  figurative  re  prefen  rations,  which  have  been  made 
t)>au-taweft  in  of  the  feven  liars  that  were  held  in  my  right  hand,  and 
™7  riglu  hand,  of  the  feven  branches  of  the  golden  candleilio,  is  this, 
jraldcu^andlc*-  ^  fhe  (even  liars,  are  figmfied  my  feven  meflengers, 
^clu-  The  fr-  (“««^)  or  embafiiidors  to,  or  pallors  of  the  feven 
yenftaraarrtlte  churches,  who  have  the  honour  of  being  fet  over  them 
«.***«**-  'n  *^c  ai,t*»  *ho  as  fiats,  which  I  have  lighted 
and  the** feven  UP  ant1  taken  into  my  favour  and  proteflion,  are  to 
candkiticke  fliine  like  angels,  in  the  purity  of  their  rfotlrine,  and 
which  tUoufaw-  _holinefs  of  their  lives,  for  the  dire&ion  of  thofe  that  are 
v«a  chorthai!''  comm*lte(i  *°  their  charge :  And  by  the  feven  branches 
of  the  candleflic  are  moll  immediately  meant  the  feven 
churches  of  Afia  themfelvcs,  and,  by  juft  con  Hr  a  £1  ion, 
all  other  churches,  that  are,  or  may  be  in  like  circum* 

fiances, 
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(lances,  and  are  united  together  under  me,  as  tbdr 
head,  in  am  body,  even  as  the  branches  of  the  candle* 
(tic  in  the  tabernacle  were  in  one  ftemt  that  they,  bf 
my  minifiring  femms  in  future  times,  as  well  as  in; 
the  prdent  age,  may  be  enlightened  with  the  :fcnow* 
ledge  of  falvdtion,  and  may  hold  forth  the  word  of  life 
in  their  holy  profeflion,  worfhip,  dHbipiine,  ioundncfj 
of  faith,  and  moral  conversion  to  all  around  them. 
(PhiLi i  1 6. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  worthy  is  every  revelation  which  Chrift  has  made  from  Clod  the  Father; 
of  our  ferious  humble  ftudy,  and  religious  regard !.  And  how  happy  is  it  to  un* 
dcritand  and  embrace  it  as  a  certain  truth,  which  (hall  have  its  accompUfoment; 
induefrafon  !  The  records  of  it  lte.'in  the  word  of  God,  and  are  frith  folly 
handed  down  toils  for  our  benefit  ,  as  delivered  by  his  itifpired  fervanta*— All 
fincere  minifters  of  thegofpet,  who  are  ordinarily  molt  fpiritoal,  whilft  ectgft* 
ged  in  a  religions  obfervatfon  of  the  Lord*!  day,  heartily  wilh  and  pray  for  all 
tlit  blclflngs  of  grace,  with  the  beft  of  every  kind  of  profperity,  from  the  Father, 
Son,  ami  Spirit,  to  all  the  churches  of  the  famta,*— How  anguft  and  endearing 
is  the  cfaarafier  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  wbot  in  his  divine  being  and  excelled* 
drs  is  eternally  the  Living- One,  arid  is  the  author  and  finifher  of  all  difpenfc- 
tions  of  providence  and  gface  !  and  who,  in  the  ^reatnefs  of  his  love,  died*  as 
man,;  to  fare  hU  people  from  their  fins,  andia'njfen  from  the  dead,  to  make 
them,  kings  and  priefts  to  God,  his  Father,  ami  as  a  pledge  of  their  riling  to  e- 
eternal  life  after  him,  when  they  ftiall  behold  him  in  all  his  glory  !  But,  alas ! 
for  Turners,  that  r*jei 1  him,  With  what  terror  will  they  fee  him  at  bis  fttond 
coming  ?  They  will  lament  and  wail  for  ail  thdr  negledts  of  him,  and  for  all  that 
they  have  doneagainft  him.  In  the  mean  while,  the  church  of  Chrift  mult  ex* 
pedtomeet  with  various  troubles,  as  their  common  lot,  for  the  trial  of  their 
faith  and  patience  :  tint  O  what  rich  eneoanJJrement  have  they  to  bear  them 
with  calm  fubmiiTion  aud  compofrre,  when  they  think  of  the  magnificent  re* 
prefentatiem,  which  Chrift  made  of  himfdfto  his  fervant  John,  as  onimfcient 
and  almighty,  as  walking  in  his  churches  to  take  care  of  thefaithfo)  among  them, 
as  enlightening  and  afitfting  their  pallors,  and  as  fighting  againft  his  and  their 
enemies  with  the  fword  of  his  mouth,  till- he  IhaTl  utterly  deftmy  them  !  And 
what  a  comfort  is  it  to  true  believers  to  be  aftiired,  that  he  who  died  to  re¬ 
deem  them  to  God  by  his  blood,  is  now  alive,  and  lives  eternally,  with  all  power 
in  his  hands,  to  apply  the  fruits  of  his  redemption,  and  to  order  the  i flues  of 
life  and  death,  and  the  invifible  flate,  to  their  joy,  and  the  confufion  of  the 
wicked  and  ungodly  1  To  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever*  Amen, 
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CHAP.  it 

The  JpofiUt  according  to  Chrifi's  command, fends  epifihs  inferibed to 
the  pafiars  of  the  churches  in  Afia,  faith  prophetic  warnings  and 
encouragements t  fui table  to  their  then  prefntt  fiats?  f  in  which  fame 
things  are  commended,  and  others  reproved)  ■  and  relating  to  vthat 
they  were  to  expe£l  in  a  way  of  nierej,  or  of  judgement ,  according 
to  their  refpe&live  faitbfulncfa,  or  not,  for  time  to  (ome,  as  parti¬ 
cularly  the  church  at  Ephefus,  i — 7.  At  Smyrna,  8 — II.  At 
Perga  mos,  12 — 17.  And  at  Thyacira,  18  -  29. 


T  e  zt.  Paraphrase* 


T-  TNto  the  ftfl- 
gel  of  the 
t  hurck  of  Ep  be¬ 
fits,  vrite,Tbe(t 
things  faith  he 
tint  holdcthtlit 
Jtvctid.'tniA  bis 
right  hand,  who 
walkcth  in  the 
vnidlb  of  the  fe* 
Ten  golden 
cindLtftlckfi* 


I,  A  S  the  Lord  Jefua  ordered  me  to  write  to  die  fe- 
XI  veil  churches  of  Afia  about  things,  which  arc 
already  found  in  them,  and  will  fccm  come  topafs^chap, 
i.  ii.  19,}  and  which  they  are  ihoft  immediately  con¬ 
cerned  in,  I  flrall  begin  with  chat,  which  1  am  enjoined 
to  direct  for  their  life  to  the  paftor  of  the  church  at  E- 
phefus,  *  the  Metropolis  of  the  proconfuiar  Afia.  The 
things  contained  herein  are  dictated  by  him*  who  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  vifion  to  me,  (chap.  I.  13.  r6.}  as  holding 
his  feven  Afiatic  mifliftcre,  and,  by  confcquence,  all  o* 
ther  faithful  paftor*,  in  his  right  hand  of  power  and  fa¬ 
vour,  to  uphold,  conduct,  protect  and  take  care  of  them, 
and  to  make  them,  by  his  light  and  influence,  like  (bill¬ 
ing  ftars  in  the  purity  of  their  doctrine, and  holincfs  of 
their  lives:  and  he  appeared  to  intimately  prtfenc 
and  oonveifant  with  his  feven  churches  of  that  province, 
as  reprefented  under  the  emblem  of  feven  golden  candle* 
Itics,  which  being  a  number  of  perfection,  may  atfo  lie 
fitly  applied  to  afi  Chriftian  churches,  as  the  ohjc£U 
of  his  fpecial  notice  and  regard,  to  obferve  and  com¬ 
mune  with  them,  to  fupply  them  with  the  01]  of  grace, 
and  trim  their  lamps,  that  they  may  bum  with  the 
brighter  light,  and  to  take  plciforc  its  what  is  good,  and 
correct  what  is  amifs  in  them. 


v  I  know  thy 
works,  at:d  tliy 
labour,  fluid  iliy 


2.  He  fays  particularly  to  you,  the  pallor,  inclcfive 
of  the  church  at  Ephefus,  lam  acquainted  with,  and 
approve  of  jour  .works  of  rightcoufneft,  and  the  prins 

you 


NOTE. 


*  Though  there  were  feveral'  part  on 
or  elders  of  the  church  at  Ephciiu,  Afts 
jut,  17.  (fee  the  note  there,  andou  PhiPp. 

L  1  )  jrct  this  epklle,  like  the  other  fi*, 
U  directed  In  the  lingular  number  to  tbc 
mu  get,  metftugcr,  or  pallor  of  the  church, 
bee  a  of*  their  work  and  office  was  one 
and  the  fame,  and  fo  they  were  all  la- 


eluded  in  the  foferiptinn  7  and,  perhaps 
one  of  them  was  mod  eminent  and  re- 
markablcdor  gifts^  graces  and  hAtnrit\4 
though  of  the  fame  order  with  the  reft; 
and  therefore  the  tpiftle  was  directed 
to  liiio  to  be  comrniiiitcafcd  to  hts  ado- 
crates  iii  the  pa  floral  office*  and  by  them 
all  to  the  church.  * 
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patience,  and. 
\wvr  rlioii  cand 
n'*L  bear  them 
.which  arc  evil : 
imdthoithiihrt' 
rd  tliam  which 
f-ty  tbey^arc  a- 
jwftles,  and  art 
and  ha  St 
found  them  li¬ 
ar#; 


3  And  had 

born,  and  baft 
pittance,  and 
fur  t\\y  names 
f*ke  fcitHaboiLr- 
ed,  and  haft  not 
fainted. 


4  NermWtf* 
1  have  f$mt- 
w-W  Av*infttii«c 
berjnli  thou 
JulUeftthjfirft 
love* 


J  Remtmbar 
therefore  from 
whence  thou  art 

fallen*  Altd  re- 
p+^iti  and  do  the 
£rft  worltij  or 
tlfe  1  will  come 
untorheeqaick- 
\yt  and  v'iU  rt- 
muwhycandlc- 


you  have  taken  to  maintain  and  propagate  my  pure 
gofpe]t  and  the  intcrefls  of  my  kingdom,  and  your 
bearing  all  the  perfeemions  that  come  upon  you  for  my 
name's  fake,  with  hoEy  fortitude,  conftancy  and  patient 
hope  of  deliverance  in  duo  fcafon  :  *And  1  with  oleaftire 
obferve  your  zeal  for  my  glory,  and  a  gain  ft  Gn  and  er¬ 
ror,  that  you  cannot  be  eafy  with  thofc,  nor  permit 
them  to  continue  in  church  communion,  who  broach 
corrupt  doctrines,  and  prafttfe  immoralities :  and,  to 
(hew  that  your  zca!  is  according  to  knowledge,  yon 
have  elofety  enquired  Into  the  principles  and  manners 
of  tbofe  who  arrogantly  affume  to  themfclves  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  an  apofloiic  commiflion  ;  and  you  have  proved 
that  they  are  not  what  they  vainly  pretend  to  ;  and  have 
really  found  them  to  he  mere  impoftors,  that  have  no. 
truth  or  fincerity  in  them. 

3*  And,  to  your  further  commendation,  he  fays,  I 
take  notice  that  you  have  bravely  bore  up  under  the  op- 
pohtioft  of  falfe  apofties,  and  have  been  patiently  refig* 
iped  to  the  will  of  God  under  all  the  troubles  you  have 
met  with  from  them  4  and  have  laid  yourfelf  out  with 
great  diligence,  from  a  principle  of  love  to  me  and  my 
caufe,  to  (land  your  ground  again  ft  all  contradiction  5 
and  have  hithjerto  fo  cofiftantly  pcrfifted  therein,  as  not 
to  fiuk,  or  be  difeouraged  under  the  weight  of  the  hea- 
vieft  of  your  trials. 

4*  Gut,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  fays,  there  is  one 
thing  much  amifs  in  you,  on  account  of  which  I  have  a 
fpeeial  comroverfy  with  you,  and  for  which  1  muft 
Owply  reprove  you  f^bccaufe,  of  late,  you  have  grown 
cool  .and  indifferent  in  your  nffediaQ  to  me,  and  my 
people  and  caufe,  to  the  great  decay  of  that  fervent 
love,  which  worked  in  you,  and  discovered  itfelf  by  fuft- 
abie  fruits  and  eftefts,  in  the  earl  led  days  of  your  e- 
jpoufais  to  me* 

5.  Reflect  tberefore  with  the  utmofl  impartiality  on 
your  fhameful  declcnfions  and  revolts  from  your  form¬ 
er  love  and  teal ;  think  feriotifl  y  how  much  of  the  pu¬ 
rity,  pleafure  and  life  of  religion  you  have  loft  by  them, 
and  he  deeply  humbled  and  grieved  for  them,  and  bring 
forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance*  in  returning  to  the 
lively  exercifes  of  faith,  love  and  obedience  which  you 
honourably  profefled  at  your  converfion;  otherwise  I 
Vol.  VI*  f  O  '  will 


n  o  t  r« 

*  Chfifr  ordered  the  feren  cpiftlc*  to  the  pa  ft  or  the  churches  themfelvei  are 
be  fent  t<i  the  feven  chtreh^;  (chip.  i.  to  b?  rnn^lercd  as  concerned  and  in- 
tr.)  and  therefore*  thuugb  directed  to  eluded  iu  ilicja 
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The  Revelation  f'atapbrafed . 


ftitk  out  of  Mi 
place,  except 
thou  repent. 


6  But  this  thou 
halt,  that  thoti 
Jiattft  the  deed  I 
nl  the  KkoUi' 
tan t,  which  lat- 
£»  hate. 


7  He  that  hath 
an  car,  let  him 
hear  what  the 
Spirit  r%Jth  un¬ 
to  the  churches, 
To  him  that  o- 
vercometb  will 
)  give  to  cot  of 
the  tret  of  life, 
which  is  in  the 
mtd ft,  of  the  pa* 
vadifo  ufGod* 


will  take  away  all  your  gofpel  privileges,  and  unchurch 
yon,  that  you  may  no  longer  be  like  a  candJtltic,  to  bold 
forth  the  light  of  truth,  hoiinefs  and  comfort?  you  may 
certainly  depend  upon  my  doing  this;  unlds  it  be  pre* 
Tented  by  a  timely  humiliation,  repentance  and  refor¬ 
mation* 

But  I  obferve,  and  ownfor  your  encouragement,  that, 
a  mid  ft  all  the  decays  of  your  firft  love  to  that  which  is 
good,  you  (till  retain  a  hatred  to  that  which  is  nototi* 
oufly  fin ful,  and  particularly,  have  a  high  deteftation  of 
the  idolatrous  and  filthy  tenets  and  practices  oi  thefc£t 
of  thcNicoiaitans,*which  are  fo  directly  contrary  rawiy 
holy  nature,  will  and  word,  that  I  myfelf  alfb  have  them 
in  the  utmort  abhorrence. 

7*  Whoever  is  capable  of  hearing,  and  defirous  of 
knowing  things  of  fo  great  concernment  as  thefe,  Jet 
him  ferioufly  consider,  and  lay  to  heart,  the  truth'  and 
importance  of  what  the  holy  Spirit  of  prophecy  herein 
fays,  not  only  to  this,  f  but  toall  the  churches  of  the 
faints,  that  arc,  or  ever  may  be  in  like  circumftancw  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  Upon  the  whole  then,  he  and 
he  only,  who,  in  humble  dependence  on  my  grace*  wars 
a  great  warfare,  unto  the  fuodutng  of  his  corruption*/ 
and  the  temptations  ef  Satan  and  his  inftrumems,  and 
of  this  evil  world,  and  f otndurtx  to  the  endyjball  be  fa- 
vtd ,  (Matth,  i.  22.)  I  will  freely  grant  unto  him  all 
the  fenefics  of  my  purchafe,  in  the  fublimc  and  fuMUn- 
tla!  honours  and  delights  of  the  heavenly  ftate,  with  an 
irreverfible  confirmation  in  it,  even  unto  eternal  life* 
which  may  be  coufidcretl,  in  allufion  to  the  happinefs 
that  man  in  innocence  would  have  enjoyed,  and  been 
confirmed  in  for  ever,  if,  after  having  fulfilled  hUcourfe 
of  trial,  he  hnd  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  (Gen  ii*  9.  and 
iii.  24.)  which  was  in  the  midff  of  the  earthly  paradije 
of  God’s  own  appointing  and  forming  for  his  abode,  as 


1ST  O  T  F,  S* 

*  Interpreters  are  m*K+h  at  a  loft  10  to  the  feven  churches  of  Afi*,  St  Inti- 
determine,  whether  the  fe^t  of  Nicolai-  mam  that  the  things  wrmc  therein  are 
£:tn*  fpran"  from  one  Nicola*;  ajid  if  fo  •  to  be  applied  to  all  other  churches.  in 
whether  it  were  (me  of  the  firft  fkavoos.  every  phee  and  ape,  !n  far  a*  their  ftate 
{A£ts  vf  54  who  b*re  that  name,  end  and  condition  3*  like  that  of  the  thnrch- 
ha<l  apnAttiwl)  or  noli  But  th^j  alt  a-  «  10  which  cither  of  thefe  epiftles  is  ad* 
gree  dint  the  docjrfoesr  which  tbefe  dreffbd,  But  I  cannot  iMuk  that  the 
perfans  tangbt,  under  a  prefeflion  of  dijferent  iUlca  of  furceeiling  rlinrebce 
CtmfrUnity,  and  their  practices  an-  would  &11  <mt*  juil  iti  the  fame  order  of 
fwerable  tUereimto,  wero  aboajlnabiy  tim«,  as  anfwers  to  the  order  of  thefe 
tic  in  ns  And  idolatrous.  epiftks,  (See  tbc  preface  to  the'pafa- 

t  At  Aits  ado  man  iti  on  (o  the  church-  phrafe  on  this  hook) 

«i  11  added  at  the  dale  of  every  cpiiUc 
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8  And  vflto 
tlic  angel  ofrhe 
diurt  lnu  Sm^rr^ 
ju^ntCj  Theft 
Tilings  fa’uh  the 
fidtatid  thela&. 
H-f:icb  was  dead 
aud  h  alive, 


9  IkhfHrtby 
workman  d  tribu¬ 
lation,  and  po- 
vcriy,  fbutih'm 
art  r\zh}  and  f 
k»4Vt  Lh£  bi^r* 
piifiny  oi'tWu 

which  fay  they 
arc  Jcu%  and 
are  nut,  hot  zrt 
the  jynagogue 
kfg&uo. 


IC  Fe.irmme 
of  thtvft  thirds 
n-bsvhttion  Jlir^C 
JaHVr;  behold* 
the  devil  lliaft 
call  loine  of  you 
into  prifiiit,tkt 
ye  may  be  tried 
andyefhail  have 
tribulariivn  ten 
<Lav$:  be  thou 
faithful  unto 
dejth^nH  I  v:l* 
pi  vetheeaerou'u 

•f  lift 


the  ftimATiov  parafhra/ed.  itl 

be  has  the  heavenly  one  to  be  the  habitation  of  his 
faints  with  himfclf  in  blifaful  glory  for  ever. 

8,  And  the  fecond  epiftle,  which  Chrift  ordered  me 
to  write  in  his  name,  is  directed  10  the  pallor  of  the 
church  at  Smyrna,  another  Aria  tic  city,  relating  to  their 
fpiritual  concerns,  in  which  they  are  to  be  told,  that 
the  tilings  contained  therein  are  his  own  true  fayfogs 
who,  according  to  bis  reprefentations  of  himfelf,  (chapu 
i»  n.  17*  18*}  was  before  all  things,  and  -will  come  to 
judge  the  world  at  the  hit  day  ;  who  alfo  died  fur  his 
peoples  (ins,  that  he  might  reedeem  them  to  God  fay 
his  blood,  and  is  noWrifen  and  lives  again  for  evermore 
ih  a  (late  of  exaltation,  to  fecure  all  their  intereft*  foe 
time  and  eternity. 

9.  lam  perfectly  acquainted  with,  and  takers  ^plea- 
fmg  notice  of,  your  works  and  labours  of  love  for  my 
name’s  fake;  as  alfo  of  your  enduring  fevere  perfccuti- 
ons  with  Chridtan  courage  and  patience  ;  arid  1  behold 
with  tendernefs  and  fympathy  the  extreme  want  to 
which  you  are  reduced  by  the  violence  of  the  timet, 
and  which  you  meekly  fubmit  to,  as  being  poor  in  fpi* 
rit,  while  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  you  artf  poor  and 
miferable  wretches :  (but  yoo  arc  rich  in  faitb$  ami 
heirs  <ftbe  kingdom  which  Get I  has  promifid  to  them 
that  kve  him  :  James  ii.  5.)  and,  on  the  contrary,  1  oh- 
ferve,  with  juft  indignation,  the  fame*  hypocritical  and 
blafphemous  pretences  of  thofe,  who  call  themfrlvcs 
Chrtflian- Jews,  as  if  they,  like  the  ancient  church  of 
Ifrael,  were  the  only  covenant  people  of  God,  and  who 
maintain  Jewifli  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  are  abro¬ 
gated  under  the  gofpd-ftate;  but  they  are  fo  far  from 
being  the  only,  or  even  any  true  members  of  my  church, 
that  they  belong  to  it  merely  in  name  and  proftflion  ; 
aijdj  jn  reality,  are  devoted  to  the  fervkc  tff  the  devil, 
ami  do  his  work,  under  his  Influence,  in  propagating 
iniquity  and  error,  and  in  persecuting. my  people* 

io-  1,  who  am  able  and  ready  to  jupport  and  com¬ 
fort  you,  under  all  your  tribulations,  admonilh  and 
charge  you,  to  be  no  way  terrified  or  di (heartened  stc 
the  worft,  that  you  may  ftill  further  fuffer  from  thofc 
wicked  meu*  Take  notice,  1  now  tell  you  before  hand, 
to  forearm  you  againft  them,  that  your  great  adverft- 
ry  the  devil,  will  prevail  by  his  inftruments  to  prote¬ 
ctee  lome  of  you,  even  unto  imprifonment  and  bonds, 
which  I  (hall  permit  for  the  trial  and  improvement  of 
your  graces,  and  particularly  of  your  faith  :  (r  Pet*  i, 
7.}  and  though  your  grievous  troubles  will  laft  for  a 
O  a  coa- 
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corfiderable  time  ;  *  yet  let  none  of  thefe  things  move 
you?,  (Ads  xx.  24.)  but  maintain  your  dependence 
upon,  and  fidelity  to  me,  even  onto  martyrdom  itfdfy 
and  I  will  make  yon  a  rich  amends  for  the  loft  of  a 
temporal  life,  by  crowning  you  with  all  the  felicity  and 
glory  of  an  immortal  one. 

r  r.  lie  who  is  writing  to  know  bis  own  (late  and 
condition,  let  him  fcrioufly  attend  to,  and  confide i*  the 
cautions,  encouragements  and  promises,  which  my  fpt- 
rit  has  given  to  at]  churches,  of  like  charadkr  with  this, 
(fee  the  note  on  ver.  7.)  Whoever  he  be  that  obtains 
the  vidtory  over  all  nis  and  my  enemies,  though -he 
«r  the  fecotul  may  not  efcape  temporal  death,  thall  feel  none  of  the 
******  miseries  of  an  eternal  hell,  which  in  diftinftion  from 

that  of  the  body,  and  as  coming  after  it,  may  be  called 
the  fecond  death,  and  is  word  of  all. 

12,  And  the  third' epiftfe,  which  I  was  ordered  to 
write  in  ChrifVs  name,  is  dire&cd  to  the  pallor  of  the 
church  at  Vergamos,  another  city  of  Alia,  in  which  be 
fays,  the  following  things  are  what  I  (peak,  who  ap¬ 
peared  in  vjfion,  (chap.  L  16.)  with  a- (harp  two  edged 

bath  the  Jhsrp  fword,  it  proceeding  out  of  my  month  to  execute  veil* 
fword  with  t*o  geance>  ty  my  word  and  providence,  upon  backOkjerv, 
apoftates  and  all  mine  obftinate  enemies,  and  to  defend 
thofe  that  hold  fall  their  integrity  according  to,  and  by 
means  of  my  word. 

13.  1  am  a  kind  and  careful  obferver  of  every  good 
thing  done  by  you,  and  take  the  more  (penal  notice  of 
ir,  to  yonr  commendation,  and  my  own  glory,  as  1  per- 
feftly  know,  that  you  are  (turned  th  the  molt  iiifnaring 
and  dangerous  circa mflanc«  amonglt  a  people,  ar.d  un- 

-name^am^fcaft  der  c*v^  governors,  that  are,  as  it  were,  the  throne  (* 
jiot  denied  my  on  which  Satan  fits  and  rules  with  uncommon 

faith,  ewn  *1  fway;  and  yet,  through  my  fuperior  influence,  you 
thofis  «Jbj»  continue  ftrdfaft  in  your  holy  proFcflicn  of  my  same, 
pAivdfinvr»itV  and  have  not  departed  from,  much  lefs  renounced  my 
fnt martyr,  wbw  gofpel,  nor  your  bumble  dependence  upon  me;  no, 

not 

NOTE. 

"  Iris  very  unremin  to  what  prr-  Grn.uxl  J.  41.  t  Sam  i.  8,  JntiaU  3. 


1 1  Tie  that 

hath  111  Kir,  let 
Mm  hear  what 
the  J5p3rir  filth 
taUtotherhyrch* 
c*a  He  thut  o- 
yercomethp  Ihall 
not  be  hurt 


I  %  And  to  tils' 
of  tbs 
cbnpch  *»i  Fer* 
ginusi  vtilfi 

'rhefo  thin** 
faith  he,  which 


edge* 


15  Iknowthr 
iriirks,  and 
whfre  thoit 

dwell  eft,  fwa 
where  Aatani 

feat/i  :and  thou 
fcoideft  fffft  Ut 


fife  period  tlitfe  ten  day*  are  tn  be  re* 
ferr^d ;  whet  her  in  the  Ycirfe  of  a  nan** 
ml  diij,  or  of  a  day  for  a  fear;  whether 
’with  ferae,  10  the  perfection  under 
TlwcfefUn;  or>wUlTothen,  to  that  under 
Trajan  ;  oi>  with  other*  to  the  ten 
'heathen  perfcmcfriu.  But  at  fen  ii  ■' 
number  of multitude,  and  all  unites  end 
in:  ten ;  end  it  it  often  ofrd  in  Scripture 
indefinitely,  femimee  for  mao  j.  (See 


and  Eeclet  y\\-  19)  and  «i  oiberr  fur 
frw,  {fee  Oru*  A*iv\  >>.  Lee  tttL  2A. 
A  mot  ?*  3  and  vi  9 }  a  certain  suuiler 
being  put  for  an  no  terra  in  ;  1  therefore 
fnenoc  to.  think,  upon  the  ubolcv  ib*t 
ten  is  not  here,  to  be  taken  literal!;  for 
that  enadfr  number  either  of  da>*  or 
year*  bat  for  an  indefinite  number  ef 
tbenv 


CJi*  iV 


RfiTEL  atiom  far  a  f  hr  aft  d«  a  1 3 


wasflaiii  among 
yon,  *’hcr*  Sa¬ 
tan  dwell*!  h. 


H  But  I  have 
a  few  tllLJLjri  a- 
^i»(l  ihcc,  be- 
caufe  thou  Ualt 
there  tJicm  t  h  at 
bold  the  doc* 
trine  of  Balaam 
who  tMgbt  Ba¬ 
la  k  to  efi  ft  a 
ftuuiblinjj  block, 
before  the  chil¬ 
dren  oflfradjto 
cat  tilings  fieri- 
iked  onto  id  ok, 
and  to  commie 
furnrc&tKUi* 


r  5  So  hall  then 
alio  them  that 
hold  the  dnc- 
tricie  of  the  Hi' 
CoIait4Ei*rwh  iclt 
thing  1  hate* 

16  Repent;  nr 
clfe  I  will  come 
unto  tbccquick- 
ly^ndviti  fia;ht 
igeiuft  fltent 
with  the  fworil 
•i'  my  mouth. 


17  Ht  that 
hath  art  ear,  let 
him  hear  what 


not  in  thofe  days  of  the  hottcfl  perfection,  in  which 
my  faithful  ferrant#  the  well  known  A  mi  pas,  f  brave^ 
Jy  bore  bis  teftimony  to  me,  and  my  doctrine  and  way* 
with  his  la  ft  breath,  and  with  the  hft  drop  of  hisbjopd 
when  he  fufFered  martyrdom  at  your  city  ;  which  is  1 
plain  proof  of  the  powerful  dominion  that  $atan  exer- 
eifes  oyer  his  fubjecis  there,  in  whom  he  works  unto 
the  producing  orfuch  cruel  outrage  againft  me  and  my 
followers. 

14,  Nevertheless,  there  are  a  few  very  blameable 
things  among  you,  which  I  have  to  complain  of,  and 
reprove  you  for*,  becaufc  there  are  fomeof  your  church 
that  fall  in  with  rhe  corruptions  of  the  day,  through  a 
worldly-minded  and  prevaricating  temper,  like  that  of 
Balaam  the  infatuated  prophet,  who,  contraqt-to  -the 

,  will  of  God,  and  the  convictions  of  his  own  confcience, 
ufed  ftratagems,  and  inftructed  Balak,  to  infnare  and 
pervert  the  children  oflfraei,  and  draw  them  into  the 
fins  of  idolatry,  and  forni'Atioft  with  the  daughters  of 
Moab.  (Numb,  xiv.  1.  2.  and  xxxt.  16,)  In  like  man* 
ner,  thefc  temporizing  Chriftians,  contrary  to  my 
known  orders,  (A£U  xv.  29,)  go  into  the  practice  of 
feading  upon  facrificcs  that  are  offered  to  the  honour 
of  heathen  idols,  and  of  committing  fornication,  as 
though  they  were  no  crimes. 

15.  Yea,  what.is  ftill  more  heinous  and  provoki-ig, 
there  arc  fome  of  you  that  openly  efpoufe  and  maintain 
the  corrupt  principles  of  the  Nicolaitans,  which,  as  has 
been  laid,  I  have  the  utmoJl  abhorrence  of.  (fee  the  note 
on  vcr.  6-) 

1 6,  It  is  high  time*for  the  guilty  perfons  among  you, 
and  for  you  as  a  church,  to  be  heartily  grieved  and 
humbled  for,  and  to  repent  of,  and  reform  thefe  abo¬ 
minable  evils.  In  cafe  you  do  not,  I  will  Toon  come 
forth,  in  the  way  of  my  judgements,  topumfhyon; 
and,  according  to  the  emblem  of  the  fword  of  my 
mouth,  (chap,  i-  iri.)  will  ufc  my  fword  of  war,  and 
of  ju  ft  ice,  to  cut  ojfF  thofe  bold  offenders,  as  certainly  as 
a  plague  was  fent  to  deftroy  the  congregation  of  the 
Lord  for  following  the  cotmfel  of  Balaam.  (Numb, 
xxxi.  16, 

17.  Whoever  is  defiroiis  to  know  how  things  {land 
between  God  and  his  own  foul,  let  him  carefully  con- 

O  3  fidcr 


note. 

t  As  cede  Gaft  kit  hiftory  do  not  in-  It;  but  lus  was  tkmbtlcft  Tome  eminent 
form  us  who  tliis  AtUipas  wan  iiiiJ  he  martyr  lately  put  to  death,  and  veil 
|j  no  where  elfe  mam:»?K'd  hi  Smpinrf,  Hitvwn  At  Per  ill  ibofe  (Up. 

iv st  mult  be  contented  to  be  ignorant  of 


Oi.  ii 
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the  Spirit  faith, 
nntothetkurch- 
To  him  That 
B  if  e  rcom  t  th  will 
1  give  to  cat  uf 
the  hidden  in^ 
na,atid  frill  give 

Vimawhiufcone 
and  in  the  ft  one 
a  new  name 
Britten,  which 
sin  man  know- 
eth  fairing  he 
that  repciveth 

f*-  ' 


fider  theft  folemn  warnings  and  kind  encouragements) 
which  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  herein  fpcaks  to  all  per¬ 
rons  and  churches,  that  ariiin  like  ctrcumftances :  (fee 
the  note  on  ver,  7.)  To  him)  who  prizing  my  favour, 
and  relying  on  my  afliftancc,  (hall  gain  the  conquefl 
over  alt  the  temptations  of  the  day,  in  which  his 'lot  11 
caftj  I  will  grant  the  refrcfhrqenrs  and  confutations  of 
communion  with  m$,  who  am  the  true  and  living  Bread 
which  came  down  from  heaven;  (John  vi*  32 — 51*)  and 
will  make  him  partaker  of  all  the  bleffings  of  Ipiritual 
and  eternal  life,  which  con  lilt  of  joys  that  ftrangers  in¬ 
termeddle  not  with)  and  are  fafely  hid,  as  precious 
treafures,  with  me  in  God,  (Coi,  ifi.  3.)  and  were  ty¬ 
pified  by  the  manna,  that  Ifrael  lived  upon  to  the  wil¬ 
der  nefs,  a  pot  of  which  was  laid  up  before  (he  Lord, 
and  hid  in  the  ark :  (Exod.  xvi.  33.)  And  I  wtfl  pu¬ 
blicly  abfolve  him  from  the  guilt  of  all  his  tins,  and 
give  him  boldness,  like  a  conqueror,  in  the  day  of 
judgement*  *  which  may  he  illultratcd  by  the  white 
ftonc,  that  is  wout  to  he  given  to  fuch  as  are  acquitted 
in  courts  of  judicature  from  all  charges  brought  againft 
them)  and  by  the  white  ftone  that  is  given  to  conque¬ 
rors  in  the  Grecian  games  :  And  1  will  give  him  a  new 
name  of  dignity  and  honour,  even  that  of  aChriftian, 
and  a  child  of  God,  and  heir  of  glory)  as  though  it 
were  engraven  on  the  white  (lone ;  the  pleafurc  and 
happinefs  of  which  nope  can  conceive,  rclifti,  or  prize 
fuitable  to  its  worth  and  excellence,  but  the  perfoa 
himfelf  who  is  made  partaker  of  it,  and  knows  it  as 
his  own. 


id  And  unto 
tbe  angel  of  the 
ehnrch  in  Thy- 
itiri,  write, 
Thcfe  thing* 
faith  the  Snn  of 
Gorl,  whrthuth 
hiseyca  like  mi* 
to  a  flaine  of 
fire,  uid  biifect 
art  like  £ne 
brafs ; 


y  Here  teems 
ruftom  of  thofi; 
(font  was  given 


18.  And  the  fourth  epiftle,  which  our  blefled  Lord 
ordered  me  to  write,  as  from  him,  is  iriferibed  to  the 
paftor  of  the  church  at  lltyatira*  another  city  of  Afiai 
faying,  The  things  that  are  contained  in  this  epiftle  are 
the  words  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  is  by  nature 
God,  and  who,  to  fignify  his  infinite  vifdom  and  pe¬ 
netrating  knowledge  of  all  hearts,  perfons  and  things, 
appeared,  as  with  a  bright  flame  of  fire  darting  from 
his  eyes;  and  to  fignify  the  parity,  firength  and  iteadi- 
nefs  of  all  the  outgoings  of  his  providence,  the  firm 
fupport  of  his  people  in  the  furnace  of  atfrdUon,  and 
his  dreadful  juftice  in  trampling  ppbn  his  enemies, 
appeared  as  having  feet  like  pohfhed  red-hot^  bright 
and  burning  metal*  (chap/i,  i  f:  iy) 

19.  i, 

NOT?. 

to  be  fin  alluGon  to' the  in  the  paraplirafc.  'See  Dr  liamifinad 

dnyst  in  wjiich  a  white  note  on  the  place.)  . 

on  the  uceaJiona  hinted 


Ch.il. 
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I  kvowthy  19:  I,  fays  he,  take  particular  notice,  and  highly 
WtvVfldrervfce  aPProvc  all  tbe  good  things  done  by  you,  and  or  all 
and’  fjhv  and  the  lore  to  me  a od  my  people  and  caule,  which  works 
thj>  patience,  as  a  powerful  principle  within  you  \  and  of  all  the  fer- 
anddjy  work.*;  ?ices,  which  from  that  principle  you  have  performed 
^0'e  for  the  relief  of  my  afflitted.  members,  and  for  my  lio- 
th»  nour  and  glory;  and  of  all  the  faith,  whereby  you 

ftedfaftly  adhere  to  me  and  my  do&rine;  and  of 
ail  the  patience  under  various  tribulations  for  mry 
fake,  which  you  have  remarkably  exerdfed ;  and 
of  the  whole  of  your  conduct  and  behaviour,  in 
whatever  you  have  been  laudably  engaged :  And  If 
with  great  pleafure,  obferve  that,  in  (lead  of  having  left 
your  hrlt  love,  like  the  church  at  Ephefus,  (ver.  4.) 
thefe  amiable  things  are  on  the  increaling  and  impro¬ 
ving  hand,  fo  as  that  your  laft  works  of  piety,  love- and 
obedience  are  more  numerous,  eminent  and  fpiritnal, 
than  when  you  firll  entered  upon  the  profelfion  of  my 
name. 

20.  Bur,  though  I  mention  thefe  many  good  things 
1 o  N.tn  ith-  for  your  encouragement,  and  the  honour  of  my  grace 
1  have  in  you;  I  mult,  neverthelefs,  lharply  reprove  you  for  a 

y7?hetS  ?! >■  C?!ltrary  l’T’  th^jou^r  n“ 

cauft  rton  fuf-  ««ed  up  with  pnde,  or  think  yourfelf  perfefc ;  and  e- 
fciieft  that  wo-  fpeciaily  for  one  great  offence,  in  which  you  are  ex- 
J"^*®**  ceedingly  to  blame ;  hecaufe  you  too  much  connive  at 
iier  fdf  *a  pro-  ant*  Aiew  countenance  to  a  fet  of  wicked  perfons,  un- 
phetd*,to teach  dcr  an  infamous  ringleader,  who  take  to  themfelves 
and  to  reduce  the  character  of  inlpircd  teachers }  bat  are  really  of 
corner"11,  t0  the f®*11*  vile  fpirit  and  temper  with  that  infamous 
Hon” end' t”'«at  woman  Jezebel  *  who  (lew  the  prophets  of  the  Lord, 
rhiojpfacriticcd  and  feduccd  King  Ahab  to  idolatry,  and  praflifed 
unto  idoU.  whoredom  and  witchcraft :  (1  Kings  xvi.  31 ,  and  xviti. 

4.  13.  and  xxi.  25.  and  2  Kings  ix.  22.}  And  thefe 
pretenders  to  a  fpirit  of  prophecy  are  tamely  permitted 
to  broach  their  errors,  and  to  corrupt  and  draw  away 
my  profiling  people  to  the  like  Gns  of  idolatry  and 
unclean  nefe,  and,  by  all  arrs  of  fubtilty  and  cruelty,  to 
fedupc  them  into  a&s  of  fornication  in  a  literal,  as  well 

M 

NOTE. 

*  T  rather  think  that  hart  is  an  alia-  fame  mannferipts  mil  thy  wife ; 

Can  to  the  wlckcJ  pvutlircs  of  ua  a-sJ  anti  fome  have  thought  that  this 

whofe  name  It  transferred  ro  thefe  fc-  woman  was  the  of  the  ftl  (hop  of 

ducers,  becaufe  their  characters  It  like  that  church *  and  was  called  fe»bdt 
luff's,  though  they  pretended  to  he  in-  because  ihe  wag  the  author  of  evil  t  hi  nrt 
fpi  red  prophets,  than  that  any  per  Ion  and  the  wife  of  the  chief  man  of  the 
nf  this  name,  then  living,  ifij  pointed  church,  as  the  iDiicat  Jezebel  wu  rf 
W*  However,  Grotiua  teUs  ua,  that  king  Ahab. 


2*6 


ch.ii. 


A  ad  I gave 

her  f pact  to  re- 
pent  oi'her  for- 
nic^tion^oddic 
repeated  uut- 


II  Behold,  I 
will  caft  her  in¬ 
to  a.  heJ,  and 
them  that  com¬ 
mit  adultery 
with  her  into 
great  tribulati¬ 
on,  except  they 
repent  of  their 
deed*. 


And  I  will 
kill  her  cbU-. 
dreawithdearh, 
and  all  the 
chart  ho*  fliall 
know  that  1  am 
itewhichfearch* 
Uhth«  reins  and 
Keans  t  and  1 
Will  giro  unto 
everyone  of  you 
According  to 

your  works,  r 


Zl  But  \iiUd 


you  I  fav,  and 
imo  the  left  in 
Thyitlra,  ■  As 
iTia^  as  Jiavd 
liotmisdortrinie 


find  which  have 
jriot  knoipn  the 
Septhi  of  Saun, 
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as  fpiritual.  fenfe,  and  into  eating  of  fuch  meats  as 
have  been  offered  up,  and  devoted  to  the  honour  of 
fi&itlous  gods  and  tbeir  images,  both  which  are  con¬ 
trary  to  my  orders  about  the  purity  of  manners  and 
worfhip.  (Aftsxv.  29-} 

21.  And  though  1  have  hitherto  bore  long  with  thefe" 
Jezebel-like  feduccrs,  that  they  may  have  means  and 
opportunities  for  conviction,  repentance  and  refor¬ 
mation  of  tbeii  crimes  ; ,  yet  they  continued  to  be 
hardened  and  impenitent,  and  Bill  perilled  in  their  e- 
vil  courfes. 

22.  But  as  certainly  as  the  threatening,  which  the 
Lord  denounced  againtt  Jezebel,  was  executed  after 
iome  time,  in  her  tremendous  death;  (r  Kings  xxi. 

23.  and  2  Kings  ix<  36.)  fo,  be  it  known  to  thefe  cor¬ 
rupters  of  the  Cbriflian  faith  and  pra&icc^  that  in  due 
fealon  1  will  feverely  punifh  them,  as  perfous,  whom  in 
my  wrath  I  will  bring  to  a  painful,  Tick,  and  death¬ 
bed  ;  and  will  inflift  like  dreadful  calamities  upon  all 
thofe  who  fuder  thetnfclves  to  be  reduced  into  the  com- 
iniflioti  of  the  fame  adulterous  and  idolatrous  iniquities 
with  them,  unlefs.  it  be  prevented  by  a  timely  repen¬ 
tance  and  fot&king  of  the  evil  of  tbeir  doings. 

23.  And  as  the  Tons  of  that  wicked  king  Abab  were 
Haiti,  according,  to  the  Lord's  threatening  to  bring  evil 
upon  his  houfc,  for  tbe  iniquities  which  he  was  drawn 
into  by  Jezebel's  enticements ;  (t  Kings  ixi.  29.  and 
2 Kings  x.  6*  7-  10.  n.)  fo  furcly  will  1  bring  utter 
deftrudion  upon  the  difciples  and  follower;  of  thefe  de¬ 
pravers  of  the  Chriftian  do&rine.  and  manners,  as  well 
as  upon  tbcmfelves ;  and  will  do  it  in  fuch  exemplary 
executions,  as  fhall  ’convince  all  the  .churches,  which 
know  or  hear  of  it,  that  1  am  indeed  a  divine  perfon, 
whofe  prerogative  it  16  to  look  into  the  fecret  thoughts 
pf  all  men's  hearts,  (A£U  i.  24.  compared  with  1  Kings 
viii.  39)  and  fcarch  out  ail  the  hypocrify  that  lurks  in 
jheir  ihmoft  parts,  in  iheir  principles,  motives  and 
ends;  and  I  will  deal  impartially  with  every  one  of  you, 
wlio  make  a  profcllion  of  my  name,  as  well  as  with  all 
others,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  your  do¬ 
ings,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad. 

24.  But  1  allure  you  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
faitjjful  among  you,  and  of  all  others  in  Thy atira,  tbo' 
not  actually  nienribers  of  your  church,  even  every  one 
that  has  not  fallen  in  with,  but  *  heartily  oppofed  and 
rejected  th? above- mentioned  pernicious  doctrine,  and 
has  not  contented  to  or  approved,  much  lcf$  given  into 
the  practice  of  the  diabolical  dcluCoiu,  which  thefe 


cb. »: 


as  they  fpeik,  I 
viLl  pat  upon 
y*u  none  other 
burden* 


25  But  that 
vh:ch  yn  have 
^hold  fait 
1  iii  1  o>mc. 


26  And  he  that 
rvf  rvonieth  and 
kecr  peril  n*y 

u  oi  ti  unto  the 
emli  tu  twin  will 
J  ^>vc  pswer  n* 
ver  the  nations: 


ay  (And  he 
fit  all  rule  them 
with  a  rad  of  i- 
r^n  :  as  the  vcf- 
\\U  of  a  potter 
Jhail  they  he 
broken  to  Ihi- 
vers)  even  ui  1 
m  eived  of  iny 
Father. 


^  And  I  wjli 
jyve  him'  the 
mu  ruing  itar. 


29  He  that 
barb  an  ear  let 
bi  n  hear  what 
th«*  Spirit  faith 
nuotbecLurcli- 
cc 
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impoftore  propagate,  with  thedeepeft  intrigue  and  Tub'' 
tilty  under  tiatan’s  influence ;  and  which  they  boaft  of 
as  the  product  of  profound  knowledge  and  wifdom, 
while  they  are  indeed  myfttries  of  iniquity  \  t  fay  to 
yoQ|  who  are  my  faithful  fer  tarns,  that  I  wilt  ppc  no 
further  in]un£lions  or  reltraints  upon  you,  than  Hill  to 
keep  clear  of  thtfe  abominations}  nor  the  burden  of 
any  more  myfteries,  laws,  or  ceremonies,  than  are  ah 
ready  eftablilhed  in  my  word. 

25*  £  only  infift  upon  it,  that  ye  ftill  perfevere  in, 
and  ftedfafUy  maintain  your  faith,  Jove  and  obedience, 
together  with  the  purity  of  the  doctrines  and  precepts, 
which  ye  have  already  received  from  me,  and  not  count 
them  grievous,  till  1  ihall  come  the  fecond  time  to  your 
falvarion* 

26.  And  whoever  he  be  that,  on  thefe  encourage* 
mente,  Hands  his  ground  againfl,  and  comes  off  victo¬ 
rious,  over  all  temptations  to  the  contrary,  and  perfe* 
veres  in  the  faith  and  liolinefs  of  the  gofpe]  to  the  end 
of  his  warfare,  1  will  make  him  a  fharer  iu  my  con* 
quells,  and  he  (halt  have  dominion  over  all  the  wicked 
of  the  nations  in  the  morning  of  the  rcfurreclion.  (Pf. 
xlix.  14.) 

27.  And  as  in  my  office-capacity,  in  which  1  art* 
confuted  king  of  the  church,  I  have  received  a  grant, 
with  full  power  and  authority  from  my  heavenly  Fa* 
ther,  to  have  the  heathen  for  mine  inheritance,  and  to 
break  my  obftinate  enemies  among  them,  as  with  a  rod 
of  iron,  and  dafh  them  ,  to  pieces  as  a  potter’s  veffel ; 
(PC  ii»  6*  8.  9.}  fo  I  will  give  power  to  every  fubjeft 
of  my  kingdom,  as  afting  under  me,  and  by  my  af* 
fiftance  and  authority,  to  prevail  againtt  them  to  their 
utter  confufidn.  (Pf,  xlix,  14.) 

28.  And  I  will  give  him  all  the  light  and  grace, 
comforts  and  enjoyments,  that  are  to  be  found  in  me, 
who  am,  for  excellence  and  delight,  the  bright  and 
morning  Star,  (chap,  xxii,  1  i ,)  and  thejSun  of  Righ- 
teoufnefs,  who  hath  arofe  with  healing  in  my  wings  ; 
[Malac*  iv*  2.)  and  he,  enlightened  with  my  glory, 
fhall  ftrine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  as 
tbe  ftars  for  ever  and  ever.  (D,tn-  liii,  3.) 

29.  Let  every  one  that  is  deGrous  to  know  his  (in 
and  danger,  and  the  ground  of  his  hope,  carefully  at¬ 
tend  unto,  and  reflect  upon  what  the  fpirit  of  propneey 
fays,  in  a  way  of  promjfe,  as  well  as  of  threatening,  not 
only  to  this  church,  but  to  all  the  churches  of  this  day, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  world,  whofc  cafe  is,  or  ever 
may  bc}  like  theirs,  (fee  the  note  on  ver,  7.) 

RE- 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  impeded  as  to  pnrity  and  profperity  are  the  churches  of  Gbrirt  on  earth  ! 
Though  there  ate  many  excellent  things  found  in  them*  there  are  others  to  be 
blamed,  as  in  all  theft  churches*  except:  that  of  Smyrna,  which  wa#  rofe&cd 
with  Salaried  enemies,  and,  doubtieft,  hid  its  fins  of  infirmities,  though  the 
lore  of  Chrift  cart  a  mantle  over  them*  How  critical,  penetrating,  and  truly  di¬ 
vine,  is  the  knowledge  that  Chrift  has  of  all  bis  churches  i  His  eyes  are  like  a 
flame  of  fire,  and  he  fearches  the  fecrets  of  all  their  hearts*  How  kind  and  eon* 
descending  is  the  notice  he  takes  of  all  their  graces,  lemces*  and  fuflerings  for 
his  fake  ;  of  their  hating  what  he  hates  ;  of  their  opposition  to  Go  and  error; 
and  of  every  good  thing  that  is  found  in  them  1  He  admonishes  them  not  to  be 
afraid  of  the  wot  ft,  and  to  hold  f aft  what  they  have  of  the  belt,  that  belongs  to 
their  profeiflon  of  his  name.  He  dwells  in  the  midft  of  them,  and  holds  their 
miri  iters*  as  liars  in  his  right  hand :  He  is  the  beginner  and  ptrfccler  of  all  tTiat 
concerns  them ;  and  as  he  died,  fo  he  ever  lives  for  them.  How  coirpaflion- 
ately  does  be  remind  them  of  their  foils,  and  of  the  dectenfions  of  their  «rft  love 
and  zed,  and  call  them  to  repentance  and  reformation  !  But  bow  awful  are 
his  thrratenmgs,  in  caft  of  their  periiftmg  in  any  corrupt  principles  or  pearlers, 
relating  to  doflrine,  worftip,  or  manners,  like  idolatry  and  fornication  I  He 
wilt  fnrely  ere  long  fight  againft  them,  as  with  the  fword  of  his  mouth,  and  un+ 
church  them*  And,  alas  1  how  tremendous  will  the  executions  of  Ms  wrath  be 
upon  importers  and  hypocritical  proftJIbrs,  and  upon  all  his  malicious  and  ob* 
flinate  enemies!  Whatever  their  boafts  of  deep  underftan ding  bef  they  aft  un¬ 
der  the  powerful  and  crafty  influence  of  the  devil,  and  do  his  work,  in  redu¬ 
cing  the  unwary,  and  in  perfccuting  the  faithful  fenrants  of  thrift-  He,  whole 
feet  are  like  burning  and  iliimng  brafa,  will  trample  them  in  his  righteous  anger, 
til)  he  bring  them  and  their  adherents  to  utter  deftntdiofu  But  O  how  encou¬ 
raging  and  animating  are  bis  promifta  fo  bis  people  that  war  a  good  .warfare 
In  his  name  and  ftrength,  againft  all  his  and  their  fpiritual  enemies,  unto  victo¬ 
ry  over  them  1  He  will  give  them  all  refreflunents  and  delights,  in  partaking  of 
his  fruits*  as  the  hidden  manna,  and  tree  of  life  in  the  heavenly  paiadife  ;  will 
ftcure  them  from  aB  the  imferics  of  the  ftcoud  death ;  will  put  a  crown  of  im¬ 
mortal  glory  on  their  heads  ;  and  will  give  them  the  nobJeft  pkafure,  which  they 
themfclvcs  only  can  be  con/cious  of,  as  being  like  the  new  name,  amt  white 
jtone,  which  no  man  knows  but  he  that  has  it ;  and  which,  at  length,  ihalt 
ftine  in  alt  the  luftre  derived  from  him,  who  is  the'  Bright  and  Horning  Scan 
May  every  one,  that  is  concerned  about  Ms  own  ftlvatioo,  ferioufly  coofider 
all  awful  apdeomfortaUt  things,  with  a  reference  to  himfdf,  as  far  as  they  am 
applicable  to  his  own  cafe,  that  he  may  not  be  confounded ;  but  may  have  boldr 
net's  in  the  day  of  judgement,  when  Chrift  will  render  to  every  one  according  tg 
the  kind  and  degree  of  Ms  works. 


•ST 

m* 
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CHAP.  in. 


litre  follow  three  other  ipijlles  containing  "warnings  and  threateningly, 
exhortations t  encouragements ,  and  prcmifet ,  fuitahic  to  the  fiate-af 
the  church  at  Sardis,  1-76.  at  Philadelphia,  7—13.  and  at  Laodiceaf 
14—22. 


Text. 


Pa  R1PHUSE. 


\  Nd  untcihe 
x  irnclotihe 

r'nsirrh  in  ^r- 
ritc,Tbrfe 
iUhjj*  ^ith  he 
tr.™  frailitliefe- 
u'ii  Spirit*  of 
and  the  fc 
^  c:i  ftarfi ;  I 
l^ou-  thy  works 
iLnn  ball  a 

J-.Ai'.l'  iW  thou 
atid  art 


i  3c  watchful, 

H'fri'in^which 
ren^in,  that  arc 
thirty  to  die ; 
tV*r  1  have  not 
tnmul  thy  vor  ka 
Vv .  itet  before 
God. 


I.  'T'HE  fifth  epiftle,  which  Chrcft  ordered  me  to 
JL  write  in  his  name,  is  directed  to  the  pallor  of 
the  church  at  Sardis,  another  city  of  AGa,  for  their  ufe. 
The  things  contained  herein  are  the  immediate  dictates 
of  that  divine  period,  who,  as  mediator,  has  an  all- 
fulnefs  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  holy  Spirit,  vritl) ' 
authority  to  di&ribute  them  in  their  utmoft  perfe&ion 
and  variety,  (chap.  1.  4.  fee  the  paraphrafe  there,)  and 
who  holds  his  miniftring  fervanta  like  itars  in  his  right 
hand,  under  his  direction,  difpofal,  care,  and  govern¬ 
ment;  (chnp.  i.  t6.)  he  fays  to  you  in  particular, 
which  is  likewife  applicable  to  alt  others  of  your  ilate 
and  chancier,  1  perfectly  fee  through  all  the  fpecious 
appearances  of  your  external  behaviour  and  forms  of  re¬ 
ligion,  as  though  you  were  alive  to  God  and  fpiritual 
things,  which  gives  you  a  reputation  for  faints  among 
men  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  I  know  that  too  many  of 
you  are' ftill  dead  in  (refpalTcs  and  fins;  *  and  that  0- 
thers  of  you  are  grown  very  dead,  dull,  and  lifeiefs  in 
the  fra  me -of  your  hearts,  and  manner  of  performing 
religious  duties,  efpecially  when  you  are  alone,  and  no 
eye  of  man  is  upon  you. 

2.  Ta]ce  heed  of  liich  a  ilupld  temper:  Watch  care¬ 
fully  again  (l  it,  and  make  ufe  of  all  means  of  grace,  in 
humble  dependence  on  me,  who  have  fhc  feven  fpiritp, 
(ver.  1.)  to  render  them  effectual,  that  you  may  de¬ 
rive  light  and  influence  from  me  for  adding  itrength 
and  vigour  to  the  fmall  remains  of  thgfe  good  things, 
that  are  in  feme  of  you ;  but  are  fo  weak  and  languish¬ 
ing,  as  to  be  on  the  very  point  of  expiring,  unlcfs  re¬ 
vived  by  frelh  recruits :  For,  by  the  fearch  which  1  hare 
made  into  your  beans  and  ways,  I  find  fuch  woeful  de¬ 
fers 


n  o  T  F.. 

*  ll  from  Ter,  4*  that  there  t)i W  c  f  xli«  of  Gfl J,wlii]e  Wi^  » 

w^rc  it n cere  and  emiDtiic  believers  ^rwV/  they  denied  the  pr&tr 

in  this  c  four  Hi.  though  the  grentf r  part  of  it,'  like  thole  ^hora  the’  Apofkln 
of  them  were  do*  whnt  they  appeared  (peak*  2Tim*  Hi.  >  This  point*  Dft 
i»  U*;  but  were  either  inwardly  decay-  perioo*  of  both  thefc  chiradUr* 
to  vital  religion;  «r  utterly  delti* 


MO' 


3  TltmctnUcr 
UKtcbrc  hnyr 
thouhaft  receiv¬ 
ed  and  heard, 
and  hold  la  ft, 
and  rfptDt*  If 
thereto  thoa 
th  alt  not  watch» 
I  will  c uitw  on 
thee  a*  a  thteli 
and  thou  Ibalt 
not  knorf  what 
hour  I  will  tome 
upon  chef. 
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fe£ls  in  your  performances*  as' render  them  unfit  to  be 
acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God* 

3.  As  ever  therefore  you  would  make  a  right  judge* 
ment  of  your  ffetc,  call  to  mind  and  ferioufly  icflcft 
upon  the  do£lrine  of  my  gofpel,  and  the  manner  in 
which  you  at  firft  received  it,  and  beard  the  preaching 
of  it }  whether  it  were  in  faith  and  love,  whereby  it  was 
rooted  in  yotu  hearts,  or  were  only  with  fomc  fudden 
impreffion  and  flights  of  affeCtion,  which  foon  wore  off 
again  :  And  fo  far  as  it  was  according  to  the  truth  of 
the  gofpel,  and  was  entertained  with  a  fincere  faith,  do 
not  give  it  up,  but  keep  it  with  the  utmoft  care  tB- your 
religious  regard  and  conformity  to  it;  but  fo  far  as  it 
was  only  in  a  notional  and  fuperfichd  manner,  or  as 
you  have  loft  much  of  the  life  and  power  with  which 
you  at  firft  received  it,  be  deeply  humbled  before  God 
in  penitential  reflexions  upon  it,  and  reft  not  fatisfied 
till  tbofe  defcXsbe  rectified  ;  for  if  you  continue  care* 
left  and  unconcerned  about  thefe  things,  which  lb  near* 
ly  aiTcX  your  falvation,  and  do  not  awake  out  of  your 
lethargic  temper  to  watch  agatnft  it,  I  will  certainly 
break  in  upon  you  with  my  terrors,  in  the  way  of  my 
judgements,  as  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly,  and  with 
as  much  fur  prize  to  your  lofs  and  damage,  as  a  thief 
doth  into  a  houfe,  at  a  time  when  the  matter  leaft  of 
all  thinks  of  it.  (Matth.  xxiv.  42—44.  and  1  Thcff. 
3} 


v.  2. 


4  Thou  haft:  a 

few  fltUMlCVCIV 
jo  Sardis, which 
have  not  defil¬ 
ed  their  Var- 

ntent*;audn>ry 

fliitt  walk  with 
me  ia  whitr; 
for  they  arc 
uoriky* 


4.  There  are  indeed  a  few  perfons  of  eminence  which 
arc  known  to  me  as  by  name,  even  in  the  church  at 
Sardis  (corrupt  and  degenerate  as  it  is)  who  have  not 
com  ratted  the  defilements  of.error  and  immorality,  that 
have  fpread  all  around  them,  but  hare  maintained  their 
integrity,  as  found  in  the  faith,  and  holy  in  their  lives ; 
And  be  it  known  to  them  for  their  comfort,  that  they 
fhall  (till  be  kept  clofe  tome,  and  live  in  holy  and  de¬ 
lightful  communion  with  me,  *  and  fliall  be.  advanced 
to  the  higheft  honours :  For  they  are  gracioufly  accept¬ 
ed,  as  worthy  through  my  righteouinefs,  and  are  fit 
and.  meet  by  the  faiiftifyiug  influences  of  my  Spirit, 
(Cot.  i- 1?.)  to  be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  and  fa¬ 
vours,  that  I  will  confer  upon  them,  even  unto  eternal 
life. 

j.  Who* 


N  O 

Wh*tc  may  he  an  alltriion  to  the 
white  rub«  vltirh  the  pr  lefts  ufrri  to 
in  token  «F  their  acceptance  and 
fanrfiry,  when  diey  mmiftmd  b dWc 


T  E. 

the  I,ord;  or  to  tbc  whit*  robes  of 
prince*  ind  conqueror*,  in  token  of  their 
hf^U  honour  end  joyful  tnniupll* 


-h.  m. 


an 


j  HethitOTep* 
•:*  r-rt^thefaiM 
UiU  hi  doth* 

cl!  i<t  white  nii 
in*nt;  «fi4 1  will 
|i:'l  Mot  out  hll 
imneont  of  the 
r>i><*  of  Iti but 
1  will  con fofihU 
11.1  *ee  before  my 
T'.ithe^i  aoJ  k* 
fore  hit  an^dt- 


ft  He  rim  hath 
an  ea:\  let  him 
h^ir  wlot  the 
5 pirn  faith  Dit¬ 
to  rlt«  church¬ 
es* 


7  Anil  to  the 
*n*el  of  the 
church  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  write, 
'Phefe  tiling* 
fihh  he  tlt^t  tit 
holy,  he  that  u 
true,  he  that 
U  tih  the  key  of 
Da '/id,  he  that 
oi>cmrthi  and 
is  -%  man  ill  it  t- 
Uth;  and  Unit* 
K‘ih,Anano  man 
opcucttl  : 
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■  5.  "Whoever  he  be  that  overcomes  all  temptations, 
efpecially  in  a  diSolute  and  apoftatizing  age  like  this, 
Oiall  fliine  in  fplendid  robes  of  nghteoufnefs,  light  and 
glory,  that  are  -wajbtd  and  made  white  in  the  bloody  of 
the  Lamh ;  (chap.  vii.  14.)  and  1  will  he  fo  far  from 
ftriking  him  out  (according  to  what  he  may  fame  times 
fear}  from  the  regiftcr  of  eternal  life,  in  which  his  name 
is,  as  it  were  enrolled  as  a  citizen  and  heir  of  heaven, 
among  the  chofen  of  God  before  all  worlds,  that  I  will 
publicly  own  him  for  mine,  whom  the  Father  has  gi¬ 
ven  me,  and  l  have  redeemed  by  my  own  blood,  and 
who  has,  under  the  influence  of  my  grace,  bravely  con- 
fefled  me  before  men,  in  the  word  of  times ;  and  ( will 
{hew  my  approbation  of  him  in  tbe  prefence  of  my  hea- 
Tenly  Father  and  of  his  holy  angels,  when  1  (hall  come 
in  all  my  glory  to  the  judgement  of  the  great  day. 
(Matth.  x.  32.  and  Luke  xii.  d.) 

6.  He  that  is  defirous  to  know  the  date  of  his  own 
foul  before  God,  let  him  impartially  confider,  and  com- 
pare  himfelf  with  what  the  Holy  Spirit  of  prophecy 
herein  fpeaks  to  all  the  churches,  which  are,  or  ever 
may  be  in  circumlUnces  like  this  of  Sardis,  (fee  the 
note  on  chap.  i.  9.)  that  he  may  fee  what  part  of  it  be¬ 
longs  peculiarly  to  himfelf,  and  be  fuitably  alFe&cd 
with  it. 

7.  And  the  Gxth  cpiftle  which  Cbrifl  commanded 
me  to  write,  as  from  him,  is.infcribed  to  the  pallor  of 
the  church  at  Philadelphia,  and  is  for  the  inltru£lioii 
of  at!  others,  whole  cafe  may  be  like  theirs,  he,  who  fays 
the  things  contained  herein,  is  eflentially  and  infinitely  ' 
holy  in  his  divine  nature,  unfpnttedly  holy  in  his  hu¬ 
man  nature  ;  he, is  alfo  communicatively  holy  in  his  of¬ 
fice,  and  perfectly  holy  in  all  his  dil'pcu  fat  ions  ;  and  is 
invariably  truth  in  himfelf,  infallibly  true  in  his  dccla- 
muons,  threatening  and  promifes,  and  is  the  truth  or 
fuhihuce  of  all  types  and  prophecies  relating  to  him, 
who  alfo  has  tbe  government  of  the  church,  and  thfc 
world  upon  his  Ihouldera,  as  the  Son  of  David,  who 
iucceeds,  in  a  fpiritnal  fenfe,  to  the  throne  and  domi¬ 
nion  of  bis  houfe  and  kingdom,  (l fa.  xxii.  az.)  aivi  has 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  oflisaven  and  of  UeU, 
the  doors  of  which  he  authoritatively  and  efFerbuilly 
opens ;  and  when  he  does  to,  (»*«)  no  creature  in  hea¬ 
ven,  earth,  or  hell  can  pofiibly  fltut  them ;  and  when 
he  fliuts  them  again  ft  tliofe  that  would  be  glad  to  goto 
heaven,  or  Ibuts  them  upon  thofe  that  are  forced  to  go 

to 


2ii 


8  J  kit#*  thy 
Works  :  behold, 
1  have  let  before 
thee  an  open 
doorjBDdno  man 
can  (hut  it:  for 
tbou  haft  a  lit¬ 
tle  ft  reujnKaud 

baft  kept  my 
Word,  and  kaft 
not  denied  my 
iumc. 


9  Behold,  I 
will  *'  k?  them 
jjfthe  Tjnsgogae 
of  Satan  (which 
fay  they  are 
Jews,  and  are 
tint,  hut  do  lie) 
behold  I  Will 
make  lliem 
to  come  and 
wnrflop  before 
thy  feet,  and  to 
know  that  I 
have  loved  thee* 


toBerauferhon 

haft  kept  the 
.  Med  of  uy  pa¬ 
tience,  1  alfo 
will  keep  thee 
from  ihr  hour 
of  temptation, 
Nvli  rch  Aiadcome 
upon  all  the 
world,  to  try"' 
them  mat  dwelt 
upon  thcaartli  * 
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to  belli  none  can  open  them  either  to  let  than  into 
heaven*  or  to  deliver  them  out  of  hell* 

8,  l  am  perfectly  apprifed,  and  approve  of  the  true 
nature*  tendency  and  dtfign,  and  qf  tbe  principles  and 
manner  of  your  religious  ferviccs.  Behold,  with  hum¬ 
ble  admiration  and  prarfe,  1  have  opened  to  you  a  dour 
of  opportunity  for  my  word  to  have  free  courfe  and  be 
glorified;  (2  Thcff,  iti,  t.)  ami  none  of  its  enemies, 
(wine)  whether  men  or  devils,  (hall  be  permitted  to  have 
power  to  defeat  it ;  becaufr,  though  you  are  not  fo  c- 
minem  for  light,  grace  and  holtnefs,  nor  fo  proficient 
therein  anfwerable  to  your  advantages,  as  feme  other 
fir  ft  rate  Chriftiatis  are  ;  yet  I  kindly  obferve,  that  you 
have  feme  final}  degree  of  thefe  excellent  attainments 
in  fincerity  and  truth  ;  and  hare  faithfully  maintained 
the  doctrines  of  my  gofpel*  together  with  my  inftimti- 
ons  and  commands;  and  have  not  renounced  your  ho¬ 
ly  profelhon  of  my  name,  as  your  only  Lord  and  Savi¬ 
our,  notwirhfhmding  all  the  temptations  you  have  been 
under  fo  to  do, 

9,  Take  notice  farther,  for  your  comfort;  and  encou¬ 
ragement,  that  I  will  give  you  viftory  over  them,  who 
ferve  SataiVs  interefls  as  a  company  of  his  devoted  fer* 
vants,  that  live  and  a£t  under  his  influence,  and  at  the 
fame  time  profefs  themfelves  to  be  Jewifh  Chriftians, 
but  arc  evidently  proved  by  their  principle*  and  prac¬ 
tices  to  be  fal ft  pretenders  to  that  eharatkf ;  ubfenre,  l 
fey,  that  I  will  con  (train  them  to  come  before  you  with 
co  rife  (lions  of  their  errors,  and  to  fit  down  at  your  feet, 
like  humble  difciples,  to  receive  your  tnftrti&ions,  and 
prnftiatc  themfelvcs  in  youT  prefence,  though  not  with 
religious  homage  of  you,  yet  to  pay  it  to  me,  as  your 
Lord  and  Saviour;  and  they  fhuil  be  forced  to  acknow¬ 
ledge*  that  I  have  a  peculiar  favour  for  you*  as  the  ub- 
jctls  of  my  fpecial  love. 

10,  Since,  in  obedience  to  my  command,  you  have 
hitherto  patiently  endured  perfections  tor  my  lake,  and 
in  conformity  to  my  patience  in  fuftcring&,  and  have 
preferred  your  integrity  in  faithfully  adhering  to  the 
pure  doftrine  of  the  gofpel,  which  t$  continued  in  my 
great  iong-fuffering  and  patience  to  a  fin  fill  world,  and 
teaches  patience  under  all  tribulations,  I  affiire  you,  for 
your  further  encouragement,  that  I  atfo,  on  my  part 
will  certainly  preferve  you  from  apoftacy  in  the  (till 
more  trying  tlajs  of  yet  forer  troubles  and  afflictions; 
which,  by  divine  permiffion,  will  come,  not  upon  you 
only*  but  upon  all  the  profeflors  of  my  name  through- 


Cb.  iiu 


II  Bfbnti,  I 

mine  qokkly ; 
]ntld  rhat  fait 
4-lilchthmh^ 
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out  the  Roman  empire,  *  for  their  ‘  trial  who  dwell 
therein,  that  the  approved  may  be  made  minifeft,  and 
openly  diftingui&ed  from  others  who  will  tarn  «po- 
ftates. 

1 1 .  To  fupport  ton  tinder  thefc  melancholy  profpefls, 
behold,  with  attention,  admiration  and  joy,  it  frail  not 
be  long  before  1  will  come,  like  one  in  nalte,  to  deliver 
tii.ttiiomnntake  my  churchand  people  from  all  their  enemies.  In  the 
ilij  crown.  faith  and  hope  of  this,  and  in  an  humble  dependence 
on  my  promifed  grace  to  keep  yon  in  the  hour  of  temp  - 
tation,  (ver.  10.}  hold  (aft  with  the  utmoft  care  and 
conftaricy,  zeal  and  holy  refolurion,  the  doctrine  you 
have  received,  the  work  of  God  wrought  in  you,  and 
done  by  you,  and  your  profeffion  of  my  name,  that 
none  (■♦‘■r)  through  fubtiiity  or  violence,  may  ever  per¬ 
vert  you,  arid  fo  rob  you  of  this  honour,  m  uch  lefs  of 
the  crown  of  life,  which  1  have  promifed  to  ihrm  who 
are  faithful  onto  death;  (chap.  it.  10.)  and  that  none 
may  outfrine  you  in  any  thing  truly  excellent. 

11  Him  that  17.  Whofocver  he  be  that  overcomes  all  temptations, 

j  Vmate^thiTlar  as  hi*  bead  and  Saviour,  will  fix  him  immoveably, 

In'tKe  rewple  r»f  like  a  pillar  in  the  church  of  my  covenant- God  and 
my  God,  and  he  Father,  triumphant  for  ever  in  heaven;  and  he,  like 
fckt!  go  no  wore  the  pillars,  called  Jachih  and  Boaz  in  Solomon’s  tem- 
idm  P,c  that  wcre  to  God  (t  Kings  vii.  15.21.) 

the  nainc  of  my  frail  never  depart,  or  be  removed  from  thence :  and, 
God.  and  the  to  honour  him  with  the  higheft  dignity,  1  will  inferibe 
nwneotthecity  upon  him  the  name  of  a  ion  of  my  covenant- God,  and 
oewfe-  °f  a  citizen  of  that  bleflcd  ilate,  which  he  is  the  author 
i-uGlem,  width  of,  and  fills  with  his  light  and  glory,  cv£o  the  New  Je* 
cnmrrh  down  rafalem,  which  is  fo  called  in  dilHr.cfion  from,  and 
fr»m°my  OmG  pH-'fcfcnce  to  the  literal  Jeruftlcta  in  the  land  of  Ju- 
,nd  I  wtjivriit  dea  ;  and  which  is  of  heavenly  original,  and  frail  be 
him  my  perfected  in  the  beatific  prefence  of  mi  covenam-God. 

And  1  will  inferibe  my  own  name,  which  puts  new  ho¬ 
nour  upon  him  as  a  Chriftian,  whom  1  have  dignified 
with  the  adoption  of  tons,  and  made  victorious  und$r 
my  banner. 

13.  He  that  is  iurlined  to  henrthefe  rich  encourage¬ 
ments  to  perfcverance  in  faith  and  hofineb,  let  him  at- 


f ip  4tJ 

kv  name. 
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hath  on  wt  let 
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the*S  Irit  Taifk  tenr’?c^  con  filler  vrhnt  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  f;i\5,  not 
nirtotbtfcWdi-  only  to  this,  but  to  aiJ  churches,  whofc  clUnfteifi  ati- 


fwer  to  that  at  FhiJjdeif.bia.  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ii. 

7.) 

14.  And 

*Y  ^  > 

cryjp;:rnr  Tnj^n,  wJilch  waa  muirfiepce 
ami  mi* ver th^n  thofc  vh'uh  the 
ChrifUaus  endured  qodsr  Ncr*  or  i?wul- 

TtdtU 


N  O 

*  The  Romao  Empire  was  often  cal* 
led  the  world,  Uermtfe  it  extended  tn  the 
greatest  part  of  the  knotvEi  world;  and 
the  perfcnition  here  iW^roid  i.i  probab¬ 
ly  thought  CG  point  at  tlm  uadcr  the- 
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\4  And  tint* 
riieang*lofrh« 
cli  urcbof  the  L  A' 
pdtevsns*  write* 
Tlwlc  thing* 
faith  the  Amen, 
the  faithful  and 
trite  witnef*,  the 
begin  11  Jog  oftTie 
creation  of  God, 


1  $  T  Viww  tby 
wf*rfc  s  „tb  auh  o  u 
•ft  neither  mid 
nor  but  1  I  would 
thou  vert  cold 
or  hot, 


tS  So  then  be¬ 
en  ufe  thou  art 
lake  warm,  aod 
neither  roid  nor 
hat*  I  will  fpue 
tbre  out  of  my 
mouth : 


1 7  Ectaofc 
thoit  l  nm 

rich^ud  incrca- 
fed  with  goods. 
AJfed  iiArc  need 
ot'ftothing';  and 
knoweftnotihat 
thou  art  wretch- 
rd>  and  mifer- 
able,  and  poor* 
arid  blind,  and* 
naked. 


)5  I  connfrl 
thee  to  boy  of 
me  g'dd  tried  in 


14.  And  the  feventh  and  lad  cplftlc,  which  I  am 
commanded  10  write  Jti  Ch  rift's  name,  is  directed  to 
the  pallor  of  the  church  at,  Laodicca,  another  city  of 
Afta,  and  is  mod  immediately  designed  for  their  ufe, 
but  not  without  an  eye  to  other  churches  in  their  cir* 
cumfbmces;  the*  things  contained  herein  are  what  he 
fays,  whofe  name  is  emphatically  the  Ameny  as  he  is 
the  faithful  witnefs,  (chap.  i.  5.}  and  is  truth  itfclf,  and 
infallibly  true  in  the  telUmony  he  bears  concerning 
all  things  whatfccver,  and  particularly  thofc  which  are 
contained  in  the  prophecies  of  this  book  ;  and  he  is 
able  to  perform  them,  as  he  is  the  author,  prince  and 
ruler  of  all  the  creatures  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  that 
God  has  made  by  him.  (Heb*n  a.) 

15*  I,  fays  he,  am  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
nature  and  quality,  principles,  motives  and  ends  of  all 
that  you  do  in  religion  :  whatever  your  own  or  others 
thoughts  be  about  you,  1  know,  that  you  are  neither  ab- 
folutely  unconcerned  about  it* on  one  band,  nor  fervent 
in  Spirit  ferving  the  Lord,  on  the  other.  I  would  ra* 
thcr  that  you  ihould  cad  of  a  profeflion  of  my  name, 
than  dtfgrace  it  by  being  formal  and  hypocritical  in  it; 
or  which  is  bed  of  ad,  that  your  were  fincerely  zealous 
in  a  behaviour  correfpondent  to  it. 

16.  But  as  you  arc  very  cool  carelels,  and  Indiffer¬ 
ent  about  things  of  a  fpirirual,  heavenly  and  holy  na¬ 
ture,  and  are  neither  profefled  ocgle£tors  of  them,  -  nor 
heartily  affected  toward  them, ‘the  time  is  coming 
when,  if  you  perdd  in  tbia  difagreeable  indolence,  I 
will  cad  you  off  with  abhorence^  as  a  man  naufeatca 
and  vomits  up  lukewarm  water  that  offends  his  Uo- 
mach.  But,  in  order  to  your  recovery  and  finding 
mercy,  attend  to  the  following  counfeh 

\*ji  Becaufe  yon  conceitedly  and  vainly  delude  your- 
felf,  faying,  1  am  rich  in  fpi  ritual  gifts  and  graces,  and 
have  an  abundance  of  all  good  things  pertaining  to  life 
and  godlinefs,  and  am  in  nothing  defective;  and  be¬ 
caufe  you  are  fo  dupidly  blind  to  your  own  deplorable 
cafe,  as  not  to  underdand  and  confider,  that  you  really 
are  forlorn,  and  miserable,  and  deditute  of  all  true 
riches  toward -God,  and  ignorant  of  your  danger,  and 
of  the  way  of'deltverancc,  and  ate  expofed  ru  his  juft 
wrath  and  difpjeafurc,  like  naked  and  deformed  per* 
Tons,  that  have  no  righteouftieffi,  either  of  juftification 
or  of  fanftification,  to  cover  you. 

18,  1,  as  a  compaffionatc  friend  to  fouls  in  fuch 
wretched  felf* deceiving  circumflaficeS, adriceyou  hum¬ 
bly  to  apply  to,  and  deal  with  me,  which,  in  the  ho* 

gvage 
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th?  lire,  that 
c.^11  may  It  be 
rich ;  «nd  white 
ritment  chat 
t!>ou  may  ft:  be 
dothttjjaad 
the  Ihtme  of  thy 
nitadu*  fata  not 
appear;  and  a-* 
u-tiiit  thine  eye* 
w  11b  tje  i'ilvc, 
that  thou  nuyii 

fw. 


4s  trtany 
as  L  lore,  1  re* 
biifcc  and  cha- 
ften:  btztaiout 
thpretViTt  and 
repent. 


vol*  vr. 


guage  of  traffic,  may  be  called  buying  of  me,  as  you 
mult  part  with  your  fins,  and  vain  conceits  of  felf-wif- 
dam  and  righteoufncls,  for  the  treafures  of  my  merit 
and  grace,  that  you  may  receive  them  at  free  coil,  with¬ 
out  money  and  without  price;  (Ifa.  tv.  1.)  it  being  im- 
poflible  for  fouls,  lb  miferably  poor,  (ver.  17.)  to  give 
any  valuable' cotifideration  for  thefc  excellent  things, 
which  are  much  more  precious  than  tbe  fined  gold  af¬ 
ter  it  Has  been  purified  by  the  fire :  you  r  being  parta¬ 
kers  of  theCe  is  of  the  higheft  importance,  that  you  may  be 
rich  in  faith  and  every  other  grace,  and  in  good  works, 
and  may  be  endowed  with  all  fpirituai  and  durable  riches 
as  an  heir  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven :  and  as,  in  a  fpi¬ 
rituai  fenfe,  you  are  really  nakcd,(ver.  17.)  I  counfet 
you  to  apply  to  me  for  the  bright  and  fpotteta  rpbe-of 
my  righteoufnefs*  *  which,  for  purity  and  fplendor, 
may  be  compared  to  white  raiment,  that  you  'may  be- 
completely  covered  and  beautifully  adorned  wirh  it, 
and  your  guilt  and  odioufnefs  may  not  be  expofed  to  tbe 
eye  of  interned  juft  ice,  unto  your  everlafting  flume 
and  confulion :  and  as  you  are  exceeding  blind,  (ver. 

1 7.)  through  pride,  prejudices  and  wordly  affie&ions, 
with  refped  to  your  fpirituai  concerns,  your  only  way 
for  a  cure- is  to  receive  the  knowledge  of  my  Word,  un-  . 
der  the  illumination  of  my  Spirit,  which  is  like  the 
moll  fovereign  and  effectual  eye- false,  that  your  under* 
Handing  may  he  enlightened,  and  you  may  be  wife  to 
fal  ration. . 

ip,  While  I  give  you  this  neceflary,  tender  and  en- 
gaging  advice,  in  your  deplorable  circumftances,  you 
may  well  conclude  that  your  cafe,  though  dangerous, 
is  not  yet  rlefperatc,  notwitbftanding  the  folemn,  doth 
and  faithful  rebukes  1  hare  given  you ;  for  whenever  I 
fee  any  thing  amifs  in  tbe  objefts  of  my  love,  I  warn 
and  reprove  them  for  their  convi&ion,  and  bring  them 
under  the  difcipline  of  the  rod  for  their  inllruction  and 
reformation,  that  they  may  be  partakers  of  my  holioets.; 
(tfeb.  xii.  6 — 10.)  As  ever  therefore  you  would  iktp 
the  happy  fruits  of  my  rebukes  and  chaftenings,  and 
make  a  due  improvement  of  them,  you  ought  to  be  ear- 
tieftly  defirous  of  haring  your  heart  infpired  with  facred 
love,  and  fervour  in  religion,  and  zeal  for  my  glory  ; 

+  P  and 

NOTE. 


*  As  gold  tried  in  the  fire  is  s  fit  we-  tkel  Mievt,  for  jnddfication,  (Rom.  iii. 
taphor,  t«»  fignify  the  refined  grace*  of-  11.)  thui  the  inherent  rightenurnei*  of 
the  Spirit,  .which  tnrich  the  foul ;  (l  fundi incation,  which  is  much  the  taw 0 
Per  • .  7  )  fi>,  to  keep  the  ideal  (it  ft  in  (ft,  with  the  prices  of  the  Spirit,  that  are 
l  rather  chnfe  to  onderftand  white  rai-  thettttyjtT jderttiufs  of  the  heart,  (t  Pst. 
jTwntte  ltgnify  the  ri^ttearrfu^fs  of  iii.  4.) 

CbriJI,  vbitb  it  auto,  aaJ  ttpen  dll  tbe  at 
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and  to  refte£fc  with  ingenious  frame  and  grief  upon, 
and  with  full  purpofe  of  heart  turn  from,  all  your  luke* 
warmrtefe,  and  every  other  evil,  that  is  to  prevalent  in 
you,  and  offenfive  to  me. 

ao  Behold  I  2°*  ^ or  yQUT  ^couragemeot  hereunto,  take  notice 
ftnnrUt  the  door  of  my  wonderful  condcfcention  and  kindnefs,  who,  af- 
aad  knock ;  If  ter  all,  ftill  wait  to  be  gracions,  and  continue  fending, 
*ndo  ^ C  an  *mP°nutiatc  i°vcr  an^  iu>tor|  a*  it  were,  at  the 
door  of  your  heart,  and  knocking  there  by  my  word, 
tvs  11  come  ™  to  providence  and  Spirit  for  admifEon  into  it :  if  any  one 
h\mt  mi)  will  frail  attend  to  my  repeated  and  endearing  pleas  with 
him,  and  by  faith  open  to  me,  I  will  make  entry  inttrhi# 
foui  with  all  my  riches  of  rfghteoufncfs,  grace  anrfeon- 
fohtion,  will  take  delight  in  all  the  good  things  found 
in  him  ;  and  will  entertain  him  with  fallible  manifef* 
rations  and  eipreffions  of  my  love  to  him  ;  and  fo  will 
admit  him  to  the  fwceteft  communion,  in  which  we 
fln!t  have  mutual  fcilowfrip  here,  and  for  ever  hereafter, 
like  that  of  the. mod  intimate  friends  and  affectionate 
relations,  who  cbcarfully  feaft  together,  kt  token  of  their 
reciprocal  love* 

a  i*  Whoever,  by  receiving  me  into  hb  heart,  frail  o- 
vercome  all  corruptions  within,  and  temptations  from 
without,  I  will  own  and  honour  him  as  a  brave  conquer* 
or,  and  will  gractoufly  advance  him  to  the  high  dignity 
and  happinefc  ofJming  with  me  m  my  throne  of  glory 
at  the  of  judgement,  that  he  may  concur  with,  and 
fhare  in  the  benefit  of,,  my  final  Sentence  upon  all  man* 
kind  ;  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  l  Cor.  vi.  2.)  even  as  1  my* 
felt  in  my  oftice~capacity,  have  overcome  the  world, 
and  all  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and  am  exalted  in  my 
human  nature  to  the  higheft  power  and  authority  with 
my  heavenly  father,  at  his  right  band,  dn  his  throne  of 
glory. 

22.He  that  is  felicitous  about  falvation,  and  would  not 
hath  an  car, fee  deceive  hisown  foul,  let  him  carefully  attend  to  the  fo* 
him  hear  Jenin,  awful  and  threatening  things,  on  one  hand,  and 

SSSwbiS.  encQWz&nt  things,  on  the  other,  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
♦  of  prophecy  herein  fpeakt,  not  only  to  thij,  but  to  all 
the  churches,  according  as  they  may  he  applicable  to 
them  rcfpe£rivdy,  in  their  feverai  generations,  (fee  the 
-note  on  chap*  ii*  7,) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  different  in  the  flate  of  churches  and  profefling  Chriftians  on  earth  1  Some 
Eke  that  of  Philadelphia,  are  fiuerre,  faithful*  and  thriving;  and.  though  but  of 
l.ftlle  Hrenpth;  arc  highly  approved  of  Chrift,  and  honoured  with  peculiar  to* 
kens  of  his  love:  vrhilft  others,  lifaf  tfcofc  of  Sardis  and  Laodfaa,  are  not  what 
they  profefs  to  be,  ami  c^me  under  hisfeverelt  rebukes;  forae  among  them  hare 
only  a  name  to  live,  whilt  they  are  dead:  otbcrsarc  under  Uccutibingt  ©f  grace. 


3t  ToTiini  that 
Oir^L'ciniicthvill 
J  grant  to  lit 
me  in  my 
Throne,  even  as 
1  aVfo  f , 

and  mu  t"*t  <inwn 
Twith  my  Father 
in  hi&  throne* 


it  Ke  that 
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a*  though  it  were  ready  to  die;  and  others  are  of  a  hike  warm  temper,  and  yet 
flatter  themfrlves  as  if  all  things  were  right  and  well,  and  do  not  perceive  that 
they  are  wretched,  niifcrahte,  and  poor,  and  Wind,  and  naked*  But- O  the 
important  and  afie&iog.  difference  that  Chrift  will  make  between  them  !  He* 
who  U  tfreauthor  of  the  creation,  ha>  an  ajl  fulnefs  of  spirit,  is  divinely 
holy  a Eid  true  in  h:mfe!f,  and  ip  the  execution  of  hisoJficc,  and  basthekey 
of  government  tp  open  or  fliut  without  controul.  He  opens  an  jd&jftuat  door 
for  hi*  word  to  have  free  courts  and  be  glorified  l  and  take*  favourable  ntK 
lice  of  the  loweft  degrees  of  fpi  ritual. ftreogth  in  true  beHeversr  and  of  their  fted- 
ftft  adherence  to  the  truths  of  the  gofpeh-  with  patience  under  ,att  tribulations 
fur  his  fake  :  He  wittering  atlthc  cmiffmes  of  Satan  into  fpjjjedion  to  them* 
will  keep  them  in  'efrery  hour  of  temptation,  that  they  mayperfevefe  in  the 
faith  ,  prufeflion  and  honnefs  of  the  gofpeH  and  hold  fetf  what'  they  have  attain¬ 
ed  to,  that  none  may  deprive  them  of  the  honours  of  their  crown  ;  and  he  will 
foon  come  to  own  Uum  in  the  prdevee  of  hit  Father  and  of  the  holy  angth, 
and  to  fix  their  aboftet  in  the  heavenly  Jenifalem,  as  citizens  that  have  the 
name  of  their  God  and  Saviour  upon  them,  a  moft  excellent  name,  anlWcrable 
tp  the  eternal  record  of  their  names  in  the  book  of  life,'  which  flialt  never  be 
Wotted  out;  and  they  fiiallbedeemed  worthy  to  fliine  in-prieltly  Sod-  royal 
robes  of,  light  and  glory,  and  fhall  ftt  with  their  head  and  .Saviour  on  his  hea¬ 
venly  throne  ~Rut  how  dreadful  is  the  cafe  of  formal  and  hypocritical,  Cool  and 
indolent -proferfors  !  thrift  is  fully  acquainted  with,  and  .xefcnts  all  the  feeret 
trenchery  and  intfiflferenee  of  their  hearts;  and,  unlefi  cured  by  his  grace,  will 
them  off  with  abhorrence,  and  come  tiport  them  to  their  terrible  ftirprjfe* 
like  a  thief  in  the  night,  before’ they  are  aware  :  But,  in  the  meanwhile,  how 
itAnnifliing  and  endearing  are  Ms  patience,  condcfcenfion  and  mercy,  even  to 
filch  as  thefel  He  calls'; them  to  ^feriopst  reflection  mul  repentance ;  counfela 
them  to  come  by  faith  go.  him,  that  .he  may  inrich  them  with  his  precious  gifts 
and  graces ;  may  adorn  them  with  his  glorious  robe  of  rightenufoefe ;  and  may 
bring  them  oot  of  darirngfe  liito  marvellous  light :  His  very  rebukes  ami  chat* 
tifrinents  are  detighed  and  bteffed,  for  this  purport*,  to~  thofc  whom  he  loves: 
and  be  gracionfly  waits,  in  the  miniftrationa  of  his  word  and  motions  of  hit  Spi¬ 
rit,  to  gain  admiffiouipto  their  hearts,  and  to  entourage  their  opening  to  him, 
promifes  that  be  will  thereupon  main fcft  t his  love  to  thetn,  and  hold  delightful 
communion  with  them*  which  fhall  bejetn  in  this  world,  and  be  [w'ffctfted  in 
heaven*  May  we  fir v« rally  confidrr  liowffar,  either  thefe  comfortable,  or. ter¬ 
rible  things  Wlong  to  us  I  And  may  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  fpeaks  them  in  hii 
word,  fpeak  them  to  taring  purpofe  in  our  lieam  * 


,C  H  A  P.  IV* 

The  apoftte  having  fnifbed  the  e pi j! clary  part  of  his  revelation  rotating 
to  the  then  prefent  and  near  approaching  flats  of  the  [even  churches 
of  Afiii)  proceeds,  to,  open  the  prophetic  feme,  which  war  rcprefenUd 
to  him  in  another  vifiOn,  relating  to  the  more  general  affairs  of  the 
church  for  times  to  come  to  the  end  of  the  world  \  and  as  he  intro - 
duces  the  former  with  his  vifion  of  Chrifl,  (chap,  j.}  he  introduces 
this  with  his  vifion  of  God  the  Creator,  as  on  his  glorious  throne* 
furrounded  with  &  heavenly  hoft,  which  he  few  under  the  emblems  of 
twenty  four  elders,  and  four  leaving  creatures,  i—y.and  with  their 
and  the  holy  angels  fangs  which*  he  beard,  & — f  I* 

J  6  P  2  i,  AFTER 
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Text. 

AFtftr  thll  I 
looked  ind 
bchcsld*  a  door 
TP.7-F  norned  in 
heaven;  and  tW 
ffrft  Toicewhich 
J  hcardt  vmj  a* 
itwettof  a  trum¬ 
pet  talkingirith 
ftie;  which  far\(L 
Conte  up  hither, 
aJld  1  will  iltew 
thee  firings 
which  mnit  be 
hereafter* 


2  And  hnme- 
^iateTy  I  was  in 
the  fpiriti  and 
behold  ji  throne 
W«  fet  in  hea¬ 
ven,,  and  me  fat 
on  the  throne* 


J  And  he  that 
fat>  vv  to  look 
tip  do  like  a  jaf- 
per,  and  a  far- 
dine  ftooe:  end 
there  araio* 
bow  round  n- 
toiuthcihrone, 
airtight  lifcewi- 
t#  a&cmcrUd* 


Parish  ia  s  s. 

i.  A  FT£R  having  been  led  into  the  foregoing  W» 

ii  fron,  and  received  the  directions,  which  X  was 
to  fend  to  the  feven  churches  of  A&a,  1  was  favoured 
with  another  vifioriar j  reprefcrrtatknt  of  an  opening  in¬ 
to  heaven,  (fee  the  note  on  A£ts  vii.  55.  56.}  that  I 
might  obferre  what  pa  fled  there.  And  the  firft  voice, 
which  was-  now  dire&ed  to  me  from  the  Lord  Jefos,a$ 
in  the  former  vifion,  (chap.  i.  j  o.  11)  was,  for  its  fo- 
lemnity  andloudncfs  like  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  after 
the  manner  of  that,  which  was  heard  at  the  delivering 
of  the  law  on  mount  Sinai.  This  voioe  of  Chrift  order¬ 
ed  me  to  draw  near  and  come  up  to  him,  and  faid,  f 
will  reveal  to  you  the  operations  of  Providence  relating 
to  my  church  and  its  enemies,  which  fhalt  take  place 
hereafter,  and  a  regular  fuceeffion  cf  events,  to  the  con- 
fummat'ion  of  all  things. 

Z.  And  pre&ndy  thereupon  l  again,  as  before,  (chap; 
L  10.)!  fell  mco-a  holy  rapture,  or  fupernattira}  exacy, 
Hke  thofeof  the apofttes  Peter  and  Paul,  (Adis  x.  to.  II. 
and  2  Cor.  xii.  2.  3,,  fee  the  note  there,}  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  illumination  ahd  conduct  of  the  Spirit  of  pro¬ 
phecy  ;  and  as  the  prophets  liaiah,  Ezekiel  and  Daniel, 
faw  in  their  vifion  s  a  reprefentation  of. the  I*ord,  as  fit¬ 
ting  Upon  a  tbrmty  high  and  Sifted  up  ;  or  faw  the  like - 
nefs  of  a  throne ,  as  a  fiery  flame  y  on  which  the  Ancient 
of  Days  fat  *  (Ifa.  yi.  t-  Ezek,  x.  li  and  Dan.  vii.  y.)  fo 
the  prophetic  vifion  clearly  exhibited  to  my  fight  a  ma* 
jefiic,  awful  and  glorious  throne,  efUblimed  and 
exalted  in  heaven  y  and  1  faw  an  emblem  of  the  Cre¬ 
ator  and  Governor' of  the  world,  (ver.  1 1.)  as  feated  with* 
auguft  fflajefty'and' grandeur,  not  in  human  form,  but  in 
an  illuftrious  fymbolical*  appearance  upon  his  imperial! 
throne,  whoje  kingdom  rules  overall-  (Pf.  citk  ty.)1 

3-  And  he  who  appeared  in  this-  emblem,  as  fining* 
upon  the  throne,  (biped  with  a  viftble  radiant  lufitre,  line 
that  of  fparfcling  precious  tones,  fuch-as  the  molt  brilli¬ 
ant  of  thofe  which  were  in  the  high  pridVs  bread- plate, 
(Exod.  xiviii.  17— 20.)  and'  are  represented  as  placed  in 
the  foundation  pf  the  New  Jerufaiem  ;  (Rev.  xxi.  ttf- 
20.)  as  partieularJy,bifi  glofiou8  appearance  was  like  the 
fplendid  tranfparent  colour  of  the  jafper,  which,  being 
of  a  glittering  white,  with  an  intermixture  of  beautiful 
colours, may  be  considered  as-  a  fymbol  of  God’s  purity, 
together  with  various  other  perfections  that  are  difplay* 
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ed  in  all  bit  difpenfations,  and  of  his  gracious  regajd  to 
his  people.  The  appearance  was  alio  like  the  blood 
colour  of  this  fardine  ftonr,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  an  eahiem  of  God's  juSks  and  fiery  indignation  a* 
gainft  bio  enemies :  and  there  was  a  further  reprefen* 
tation  of  a  refplendent  rainbow,  like  a  glorious  arch  o- 
ver  the  throne*  enlivened  with  a  moil  -beautiful  green* 
like  that  of  the  emerald,  to  be  the  token  of  God's  un¬ 
changeable  fatthfolnefe  to  his  covenant  of  grace'  and 
peace,  according  to  hts  own  declaration  of  bis  defign, 
in  giving  that  emblem  of  his  mercy,  not  to  drown  all 
the  earth  any  more;  {Gen.  tx.  1 3.  4jc.)  The  whole  ap* 
pearance  was  inexpreffibly  majeftic,  awful,  grand,  and 
.  glorious.  ' 

tout theihroae  4-  And  round  about  this  imperial  throne,  I  faw^the- 
■wtrt  four  and  appearance  of  four  and  twenty  lefier  thrones,  +  on' 

P  3  which. 

notes. 

*  If  anything  cmMciruticftl  be  in*  thervny  of  judging  in  fo  dubious  a  coft/ 
^emftd  by  the  colours  of  thefe  ft  ones,  it  Teems  to  me  that  theft  four  and  t won- 
fa*  it  050ft  generally  tteroght,  and  far  ty  elders  are  to  be  considered  as  rrpre- 
ei^ght  I  know  there  mo y)  the  i dots  given  ftotativc*  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
if)  (be  par^tphrafe  appear  as  likely  church*  rather  rhao  fas  forac  have' 
me  u  any  others,  to  aufww  that  ioten-  th  ught)  ofits  minifters  or  paftora,whicit 
tioa*  But  we  may  be  more  certain  that  I  fuppnfe  are  reprefeuted  by  the  tour 
a  rainbow  is  a  fymbol.  of  God's  faithful-  be  aft  i  or  living  creatures;  <ver.  6.  foe 
Brfs  in  keeping  covenant;^  becaufe  he.  the  note  there.;  For  rt  does  not  appear 
bimfetf  fa  id,  that  be  fet  ih  bfivrrrrtbe  ■  eery  probable,  chat  the  representative* 
thud  tv  be  the  Meet  ef  hh  covenant,  a$J  of  the  whole  body  of  the  church  ihould 
ifbU  rtmmMnf  it  (Gen*  ix  13—17,)  be  only  four,  while  tbofe  of  the  mini* 
And  the  tranfceadratJuftreoftbfr  bow  ftera  arc  four  and  twenty :  And  theft  cl* 
may  intimate  iu  relation  to  a  ftlli^orc  der*  being  rcprefentcd  as  fitting  on 
excellent  covenant  thrones,  as  the  word  rendered 

+  It  is  exceeding  difficult  to  sfljgn  the  fear*  pro  pcrly  fignifies,  and  their  ap- 
true  rcafon  of  theft.  elders  being  repre*  peariug  with  crown*  on  their  heads, 
Tented  as  twenty  four*  Among  the  ms-  (ver.  4.)  is  agreeable  to  the  common  cha- 
ny  conjecture*  I  have,  met  with,  or  can  ranter  of  true  believers,  who  are  fpokea 
think  o£  tbs  molt  probable  may  be,  of  in  Scripture,  and  particularly  in  th  is. 
either  that  there  is  an  ftliufien  to  the  prophetic  books  (chap,  1,  6,  stud  Yu  tX 
t we ntyfoor  co arfts  of  the  pr iefte,  which  tnd  iii,  2J.)at  kings  and  as  fitting  on 
reprefttited  the  church  of  Ifrael;  or  an  thrones,  and  crowned  as  conquerors; 
altution  to  the  heads  or  chiefs  of  the  aud  they  are  called  an  tic  nts  or  elder**  ' 
twelve  tribe*  oflfrael,  which  were  their  Jfa,  xxir-  33.  And,  pfefiibly,  there  may 
rep  relent  stives  (Numb,  i*  4.  5*  Ac.)  and  be  feme  allafiou  to  the  Homan  Kinper* 
the  number  of  which  may  here  be  don*  or,  »*■  fat  as  Give  reign  upon  ihe  impe*' 
bled  to  figuify  the  great  incmle  of  The  Hat  throne,  and  had  kings  of  fcvcral 
church,  a*  coufiltiog  of  Jews  and  Geu-  provinces  under  him,  who  derived  all 
tiles,  under  the  eofpeLftate,  or  that  the  their  honour*  from  him  in  a  dependence 
Jcwijh  and  CbrUnao  churches  are  now  on  him,  ns  in  an  infinitely  higher  ftnft 
naked  into  one;  or  the  alEufton  may  the  chnrch  docs  fbeirs,  in  an  in  tire 
pofiihly  be  to  a  perfect  aiftniMy  or  con-  dependent  upon  (he  great  God,  who 
fifbary  of  four  and  twenty  eiders  as  re-  h  thp  ablplutc  and  fupreme  Lord  over 
prefeittati  ves  of  the  people.— "But  wlie-  alL 
dicr  (ivc  take  either  of  theft,  or  any  0- 
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rwniiy  fifirti  which  there  fat  . four  and  twenty  elder*,  as  rcprefenta- 
fcil»  <V>p*  ^yes  r^c  whoIe  church  of  tt*e  Ott  and  New  Telia - 
aud  twenty  el>  merit.  Thefe  appeared  ae  clothed  With  pure  and  illu* 
«l*rs  fitting,  cto-  ftrious  robes,  becoming  their  dignity,  as  emblematical 
thed  in  white  both  of  the  fpotlefs  jighteoufnefs  of  juftificaiion,  and  of 
tV/hadonrheir  fm&ification,  arid  of  their  being- a  royal  pried  hood,  (i 
heads  crown*  6f  Pet.  ii.  9.)  or  kings,-  as  well  as  ptiens  to  their  God, 
gd4*  (Key.  i.  6-  and  j.  10.}  that  hold  ibeir  dignities  under 

him,  and  pay  homage  to  him ;  and  they  accordingly 
appeared  round  hia  throne  with  crowns  or  life  aiifl  g*o- 
ry,  like  thofc  of  (he  mod  precious  mafly  gold,  upon 
their  beads,  agreeable  to  ChritFs  promife  10  them  that 
.  are  faithful  unto  death;  (chap:  ii.  10.)  ■ 
s  Aad  out  of  ;•  And  I  faw  and  b«rd  the  moft  awful  and  terrible 
#ie  throor  pro-  fiafbes  of  lightning,  attended  with  loud  pracks  and  ruiri- 
a  H8***"  blings  of  thunder,  and  folemn  voices  proceeding  from 
dHn^Vamt  vul-  the  imperial  throne,  like  what'  was  feen  and  heard  at 
ms;  And  litre  the  promulgation  of  the  law  on  mount  Sinai,  in  token 
wwfevcDUiiips  qf  tbe  prcfcncc  of  the  Lord  there,  and  of  his  dreadful 
fal  fii  ret  be  t  hrpn«  wfaT*1  agdnft  the  tranfgreffo'rs  of  that  law.  (Erod'.  ait. 
which  aro  the  rfi — 1 8.)  And  as  feveii  }hmps  were  continually  bum* 
frsen  SptriM  of  ing  before  the  Lord  in  the  tabernacle,  (Lev.  x*iv.  a—, 
4.)  I  faw  an  appearance  before  the  throne  of  feyen  lights 
ed  lamps  burning  in'  full  Rrengtfr  and  luftre,  as  em¬ 
blems  of  the  variety  and  perfection  of  the  gifts  and  gra¬ 
ces  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  he  diftiibutes  for  eu* 
lightning,  pnrifymg  and  warming  (he  fouls  of  his  mi¬ 
ni  Her  s  and  churches,  by  dividing  to  every  one  feveralfy 
as  h$  will.  (1  for.  sri.  Ii.  fee  the  paraph  rale  on  chap, 
i-  4-) 


6  And 

tJterhmn*  there 
ti'*s  a  fe^rtr^Iafs 
Ukr  ttitin  try* 
ilal :  And  \o  tfce 
n’lidft"  oj*  ch* 
tin-one,  and 
round  nbpntihe 
^nwic,  v;(f 
four  beafh  full 
cyca  before 
and  behind* 


6.  And  before  the  thrope,  anfweraWe  to  the  Isrver  or 
great  veil'd  of  brafs  in  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  which 
for  its  larger  eft  was  called  the  jnolteu  fra,  (Kxpd-  >u. 
+8.  19.  and  1  Kings  vii.  23.)  for  the  prisRs  to  wadi  in 
when  they  went  into  the  fa  nonary  of  theLord,  f  faw  a 
bright  and  fhining  fea  of  slaf,,  pure  and  fpotlefc,  as  dear 
as  rhryftal,  which  may  oe  conGdered  as  a  fit  emblem 
of  bleed  of  Chrijt ,  which  cleanfn  from  $0  Jin,  and  in 
which  all  true  woiihippers  muft  be  walked  -  from  their 
iniquities.  And  near  the  imperial  thror.e,  and  in  the 
nridll  of  jts  circuit,  as  furroynded  with  the  four  and 
twenty  ciders;  or  ireprdematiyes  of  the  church,  (ver.  4.) 
1 1  beheld  the  form  pf  fopf  living  creatures,  sis  repire- 

fentatives 


n  <k  T  -fi, 

'+  The  four  living  creatures,  as  the  arid  fourth  of  them,  ojw  of  Which  had 
yord  ({***1  iipmiifs,  0 tight  to  be  lb  a  Ciee  as  a  man;  and1  the  othrt  wav 

femlerca,  as  in  t?c£.  i. rather  than  like'if  flying eaglV;  (rer;j.)  The  learned 
wafts,  which  cannot  agree  lo  the  third  Mr  Jofeph  Mcde,  .Mr  VVhUU»u,  a ud 
'  ‘  *  •'  ‘  -  •  *  *•'  Sif 

4.  •* 
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femwives  of  the  mioifien  of  the  gofpel,  and  placed  be* 
tween  God  and  them;  and  to  intimate  their  being 
fuJEcieotly  qualified,  though  few  in  number,  for  the 
difchafgc  of  their  office,  they  were  represented  as  ha¬ 
ving  abundance-of  eyes,  (bme  in  their  lore  parrt  looting 
toward  the  throne*  to  receive  and  obferve  divine  orders 
and  influences  from  thence,  and  others  io  their  hin¬ 
der 


N  O 

Sir Haac Newton, .with other**  fuppofe 
that  thefe  'four  living  creatures  are  a 
representation  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
church,  or  private  Chriftiaos,  in  aflu* 
fion  to  the  whole  army  or  body  of  the 
Ifraditei  encamping  with  their  ftand- 
ards,  that  bore  the  figures  of  a  lion*  an 
ox,  a  man,  and  an  eagle  about  the  ta¬ 
bernacle  in  the  wilderncfs*  But  Mr 
Lewnun  has  well  obferved  that,  as 
there  is  no  hint  in  Scripture,  or  any  an- 
tient  writers,  of  fuch  ftandards  in  the 
camp  of  Ifrad,  fo  there  is  no  evidence 
ofttto  be  depended  upon  from  later 
Jewiih  writings  ;  and  that  it  is  very 
unlikely  that  Mofet  fliould  make  any 
fuch  images,  left  Ifrad  (hould  be  temp¬ 
ted  to  idolatry,  for  which  they  had  fo 
lately  ftiffered,  and  to  which  they  were 
fo  very  prone*  (Vid.  al(b  to  the  lame 
purpofe,  Wit*.  AEgyptiaca,  pag-  r 6^ 
163.)  He  therefore  fuppo&s,  with 
iome  others,  that  the  aHuhoa  is  more 
probably  to  the  Seraphim  and  Cheru¬ 
bim  in  Haiah's  and  £zdtid*s  vifions, 
\Wu  vi,  1*  s*  and  Exck*  chap.  x.  and  that 
thefe  four  living  creatures  were  repre- 
fentatlve*  of  the  holy  angels.  (See  his 
note  oq  this  verfe*)— But  it  may  be 
matter  of  fome  doubt,  whether  the  ft- 
raphim  and  cbembim,  which  were  era- 
b?cms  of  (broc  intelligent  agents,  were 
t^e  repndentarivea  of  angels  ;  or,  on 
tup  politico  of  their  being  fo,  whether 
it  were  any  farther,  than  as  angels  are 
emblematical  of  rainifters,  or  <>r  feme 
eminent  tnftniments  of  Providence  ; 
For  in  the  propJwtic  vifions  of  this  book, 
atigeh  are  fpoken  of  as  pouring  out  the 
feven  vials  of  judgements,  which  were 
to  be  executed  by  men.  However, 
fueh  things  are  laid  of  thefe  four  living 
creatures,  as  iorbid  my  underftaoding 
them  to  be  the  representatives  of  the 
holy  angels;  for  both  they  and  the 
twenty-tout  elders  are  brought  in  as 
falling  down  before  the  la  ml  v  with  gob 
den  vials  full  of  odour*,  which  are  the 


T  E. 

prayers  of  faints ;  And  is  joining  with 
the eldm,.and  leading  their  worflup 
ill'  a  fong  of  praife  to  him  that  fat  upon 
the  throne ;  (ver  9*  10.)  and  fO  the 
Lamb,  laying.  Thou  walk  fiain  and  halt 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out 
of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  peo¬ 
ple,  and  nation ;  and  haft  made  us  un¬ 
to  our  God  kings  and  priefts;.and  we 
ftiall  reign  on  the  earth,  chap.  v!8— id.) 
which  ftirdy  the  angels  cannot  fay*  con¬ 
cerning  thcmfelvtts-  And  then,  in  the 
very  next  verfea,  n— t  j.  and  chap,  vil¬ 
li-  is.  the  angels  are  diftingoilbedfifona 
the  living  creatures  and  the  elders,  and 
are  fpoken  of  as  joining  with  them  ift 
other  fongs  of  praife,  t6  God  and  the 
Lamb,  for  things  in  which  they  were 
$H  one  way  or  other  concerned.  And 
therefore,  evert  admitting  that  here  in 
aq  aVlufion  to  Haiah’s  add  EackieFsTe- 
raphim  and  cherubim,  (though  It  be 
with  fome  difference,  as  every  one  of 
the  Cherubim  had  (bur  faces)  l  never- 
th clefs  rather  incline,  with  other  ex- 
pofitors,  to  imderftand  the  four  living 
creatures,  as  reprefematives  of  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  gbfpel,  who  are  fent  to 
preach  it  in  the  four  comers  of  the 
earth,  iq  diftin&ion  from  the  body  of 
the  church,  or  private  Qiriftians,  which 
feem  to  be  represented  by  the  tour  amt 
twenty  dders  :  (See  the  note  on  vers*) 
For  if  the  cherubim  were  reprefenta- 
lives  of  angels  in  feme  view  of  them  ; 
yet  the  minifters  or  patters  of  churches 
had  been  called  aegeh,  Rev.  i,  ao>  and 
ti-  iih  and  as  far  as  I  find,  ail  that 
is  (aid  in  this  boot  of  prophecy,  about 
the  four  living  creature^  is  fairly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  mintfters:  And  this  natu¬ 
rally  accounts  tor  the  honour  of  their 
being  here  repnrfentcd  as  nearer  the 
throne  than  the  twenty-four  elders  ; 
Gnce  they,  by  then  office,  ftind  bc- 
tween  God  and  the  people  in  their  ho¬ 
ly  cmdftraLions- 
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.7  And  the  firft 
beaft  aids  Ilk*  a 
iiuu,  and  tUc  fc* 
cond  bcaft  lik« 
a.  and  the 
third  beaft  bad 
a  face  bj  arnan, 
and  the  fourth 
hcad  iia/  like  a 
fljiog'rfcglfl. 


8  And  rhe  foiir 
htatts  had  each 
ofeherafix  wing* 
about  him,  and 
thfj  yt*rt  full  of 
oyci  within  j 
and  thty  rfft 
not  day  and 
night,  faying 
Holy,  hn]yTho]jrf 
Lord  God  al- 
mightyi  Which 
wa«,  and  it,  and 
?*  to  tomf. 


J  And  wbeji 
thofcbeaiiji^ive 
glory*  and  '  ho- 
if  ihus  a  mi  th  a  n  lu 

po  him  that  fat 


dcr  part,  looking  with  tender  and  watchful  care  over 
the  ttace  and  circumfhnceB  of  the  church,  to  feed  them 
with  knowledge  and  underitanding,  as  paftors  after 
God's  Qwn  heart,  (jet,  iii.  1 

7.  And  the  firft:  of.  thefe  living  creatures,  which  I 
law,  was  ieprcfentcd  with  a  /ace  like  a  lion,  to  fignify 
undaunted  boldnefs  and  courage  ;  and  the  fecond  living 
creature’s  face  was  like  that  of  a  calf  or  ox,  (lizek.  i. 
IO-)  to  fignify  patience  and  iitnefs  for  labour  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord  1  and  the  third  living  creature  ap¬ 
peared  with  a  face  of  human  form,  tp  fignify  wifdom, 
prudence  and  companion  >  and  the  fourth  jiving  crea¬ 
ture  bad  an  appearance  like  the  face  of  an  eagle,  .which 
has  a  piercing  eye,  foars  aloft,  and  is  fwift  in  flight, 
to  fignify  penetration  of  mind  into  the  great  myfteries 
of  the  gofpel,  and  fublimc  fentimentB  and  .devotion, 
together  with  cininenc  ^caj?  a&ivity,  and  vigour  in 
the  fervipe  of  God. 

$.  And  every  one  of  thefe  living  creatures  was  re- 
prefprtcd,  as  with  a  furniture  of  fix  wines  round  about 
him,  a$  the  ferapjum  were  in  Ifaiah’s  viuon.  (chap.  vi. 
?.)  The  ufe  of  which  iB  there  fiud  to  bp,  to  cpver  his 
face  with  two  of  them,  in  token  of  humility  and*  reve¬ 
rence;  to  cover  his- feet  with  two  others,  in  token  of 
readinefe  and  diligence  for  executing  divine  conimif- 
jions ;  and  with  the  other  two  he  flew,  to  intimate  his 
alacrity  and  expedition  therein ;  And  they  ail  appeared 
in  my  vifion  as  full  of  eyes,  turning  inward  10  look 
well  to  their  own  hearts,  and  attend  to  the  illumina¬ 
tions  pf  God's  word  and  Spirit  for  directing  them  in  the 
difeharge  pf  their  office ;  And  they,  like  the  feraphim 
that  appeared  to  lfaiah,  (chap.  vi.  3,)  are  continually 
employed  in  their  holy  miniftrattons,  and  in  folemn  a- 
dorations,  faying,  with  the  profoundeft  reverence  and 
/acred  wonder,  m  a  rhree-folil  acclamation  and  aferip- 
tion  of  glory  to  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  as  three 
perfons  but  ore  pod,  holy,  holy,  holy,  unfpottediy. 
Infinitely,  eflentialiy,  and  communicatively  boly  is  the 
Lord  Jenovah,  the  Almighty  God,  who  from  evcrlart? 
jng  to  eyerlafttng  always  was,  is,  and  will  he  unchange¬ 
ably  the  fame  ;  and  >s  the  creator,  prefer ycr,  .governor 
and  difpufer  of  all  things,' as  their  firft  caufe  and  ulti¬ 
mate  end  ;  they  all  beipg.of  him,  through  him,  and  to 
him,  to  whom  he  glory 'for  cVcr,  Amtg.  (Rom.ii.  36.) 

9.  And  when  thefe  living  creatures,  the  neprefenta- 
tives  of  Chilli’s  pii (lift ring  fervants,  are  thus  engaged 
in  folemn  aferiptions  of  the'  iugheft  glory,  and  of  all  di¬ 
vine-  honours  and  thankful  acknowledgements  to  the 

"  frca$ 
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on  the  throne, 
wiui  liveth  far 
cveraud  cw, 


jo  The  Tom* 

and  twenty  el* 
iter?  fail  dawn 
before  him  that 
JiUdii  the  throne, 
MidvrorHuphsm 
that  liertb  for 
ever  and  ever, 
ami  calt  tUcir 
crmvii*  before 
the  throne  fay- 

ii  Thou  art 
iroi  thviO  Lord, 
to  rereWc  &‘®ry» 

aiii*.  lnutour,  and 
power  i  for  thou 
Shalt  crewed  &U 
tilings,  and  for 
%hj  pteafnre 
they  are,  and 
wero-dvated. 
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great  God,  who,  as  perforated  by  the  Father,  (fee  the 
note  on  chap*  i-  4*)  appeared  in  emblems  of  awful  and 
illuftrious  majefty,  as  tested  on  the  imperial  throne  ; 
(ver.  a.  3-}  and  is  the  immortal,  the  only  ever  living 
and  true  God* 

10^  1 1.  The  four  and  twenty  elders,  the  reprefenta* 
ttvea  of  the  church,  joining  in  cheerful  coucert  with 
their  minHUrs  who  led  the  fong,  (ver.  9  )  bowed  down 
in  low  proftration,  and  with  humble  adoration,  beforw 
thdr  Maker,  who  was  rcpiefented  as  fitting  on  tho 
throne,  and  paid  their  folemn  homage  in  worfliipping 
him  who  only  has  immortality,  without  beginning  of 
days  or  end  of  years :  and,  taking  off  their  glorious 
crowns  from  their  heads,  they  lay  them  down  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  as  deeply  fenfible  of  their  own  jut* 
ter  unworthinefs  to  wear  fuch  royal  honour*  in  his  pre- 
fence,  and  of  their  receiving  and*  holding  them  merely 
by  his  free  favour:  In  humble  acknowledgement  of 
which  they  laid.  Thou,  O  Lord,  and  thou  alone,  art 
infinitely  worthy,  that  the  moll  exalted  aferipuans  of 
glory,  and  honour,  and  power  fhouldbe  paid  to  thee; 
For  thocr  art  the  great  Creator  of  all  things  in  heaven 
and  earth  \  and  it  h  by  thy  fovereign  effective  will  and 
pleafure,  and  for  thine  own  glory,  who  haft  made  all 
things  for  thyfclf,  (Prov.  xvi,  4,)  that  they  (till  fubfift, 
and  are  wifely  difpofed  of,  as  fee  ms  good  in  thy  fight, 
as  well  as  that  they“at  firft  were  brought  forth  out  of 
nothing  into  being  by  the  almighty  word  of  thy  fove- 
reign' command  r 


RECOHECTIONS, 

How  ddigbtfal  is  the  thought  that  a  door  oF  accefs  is  opened  into  hca- 
wo  iilWf,  through  the  blood  of  tf;e  Rjedecrper*  to  all  that  are  walhcd  in  it! 
They  ttuv  enter  by  faith,  under  the  Spirit1®  guidance  and  influence,  into  that 
holy  place  while  they  are  here,  till  they  ftistl  be  admitted  to  immediate  rifion 
hereafter-  With  what  awful  majefty  and  grandeur*  covenHiit  FaithFulnelS  to  his 
people,  and  terror  to  his  enemies,  together  with  alt  adorable  excellencies  doth 
the  great  God  appear*  as  on  bis  high  imperial  throne!  And  how  furpriling  arc 
the  honours  oF’ccleft^al  thrones  and  crowns*  which  ids  Fervants  and  people 
flijll  be  advanced  to  in  his  bliFsfu!  prtfonce,  as  (mToundlng  his  throne  of  glo¬ 
ry*  and  paying’ their  folemn  homage  to  him  with  f lie  pvotbuiwk-lt  nrvercticel 
how  courteous,  diligent,  and  bbefrinn?,,  prurient,  viligaut,  aftive  and  cheer¬ 
ful?  expeditions  fticntjd  the  feryants  uf  Cbrifi  be  in  executing  their  commifltou* 
under  the  dljimiuntioji  aod  affiftancc  of  his  Spirit,  in  all- the  variety  of  gifts 
and  gr«5  that  he  diSzibotea  to  them  !  With  what  humble  adoration,  and 
difeJaunit^nf  merit  Jhould  believer*  up pear  before  the  throne  of  God,  as  calling 
rheir  rrowns  apd  proftratingF  tteemfelvej  at  hts  feel,  and  aferibing  the  higbeft 
honour*  glory,  bldfing  and  power  to  the  facred  Three  in  One*  as  all  things 
were  created,  and  art  prelerycd  and  governed  by*  and  For  Mm,  that  he  may 
be  glorified  for  ever  and  ever  !  And  what  snftrutftfve  emblems  are  uU  thefe, 
of  what  the  mmifters  and  churches  of  Chrift  ought  to' be,  and  do  on  earth* 
till  they  get  to  :  heaven,  and  join  the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the 
£ rib  byra  iu  their  derail  hallelujahs  J 
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Tbe  Ritilition  parapbrajed. 


Ob.* 


CHAP.  V. 


Jn  a  following  part  of  tbe  Apofile*s  vijion ,  be  faw  in  the  right  band  of 
Gad  a  boot  if  divine  decreet ,  wbicb  was  fealed  with  /even  fealsjor 
■  fecrtcy,  and  could  be  opened  by  none  but  Gbrtfi ,  1—5.  He,  appear - 
ing  tinder  tbe  emblem  (f  a  Lamb  in  tbe  midfi  of,  tbe  throne ,  took  tbe 
book  to  open  it,  6.  7.  Upon  wbicb  the  four  living  creatures  and  four 
and  twenty  elders  afcribe  all  honour  to  him  for  undertaking  tins  diffi¬ 
cult  work,  and  for  redeeming  them  to  God  by  bit  blood,  and  making 
them  kings  and  priejls  tobim,%- — 10.  And  an  innumerable  com* 
patty  if  angels  join  with  them  in  another  Jong  <f  praife  to  God  and 
the  Lamb,  il — 14. 


AMit  I  l»w  in 
the  right 
thit 

fatp&tliethroiio 
»  book  written 

within  and  wi 
tk  btckfidei 
feikd  with 


1.  A  ND  I  further  faw  in  017  villon  of  God,  who  &t 
il  on  the  imperial  throne,  the  appearance  of  a  book 
oriroll,  which,  (Rethought,  he  held,  as  it  were,  in  his 
right  hand,  to  intimate  that  he  would1  maintain  and  ex* 
ccute  its  contents.  This  book  was  full  of  written  re¬ 
cords,  as  1  afterwards  under Itqod,  relating  to  fucb  im¬ 
portant  events,  concerning  the  church  and  the  Roman 
empire,  and  even  the  whole  :  world,  as  God  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  bring  to  pafs  in  their  order  \  and  it  wasiealed 
with  feven  feals,  *  according  to  the  /even  principal  parts 
contained  in  it,  qne  on  the  «itlide  of  each  to  prevent 
its  being  looked  into  and  read,  till  they  in  their  order 
fhould  be  opened*  (11a  xxiz.  11.)  thereby  intimating 
that  God’s  purpofes,  which  are  as  certainly  recorded  in 
his  own  eternal  mind  as  if  they  had  been  wrote  down 
in  a  hook,  are  as  much  concealed  from  the  knowledge 
of  all  creatures  till  God  fball  pleat  to  reveal  them,  as 

the 


No 

*  TV  moft  rommeA  book*  of  tbe  an* 
tlenti  vert  not  like  OQr*»  that  eonfiffc  of 
many  leave*  bound  together;  but  were 
VolomeSfl  or  long  piece*  of  parcbmentr 
That  were  rolled  opon  a  round  ftick,  ip 
Ilk*  taauncr  at  filks  or  ft  lift  often  are  in 
■out  days-  Tbit  book  of  prophecy* 
w  hicb  ,  according  to  our  X  ran  nation ,  w  at 
written  within  and  on  the  backirde, 
might  by  a  little  alteration  of  the  point* 
Ing  be  read*  written  ^itbin,  and  fee  led 
on.  the  backfide,\or  whbont,  ar 

Jheeriufr  and  Jrveral  other  copie*  read 
7  it-  prifrfrhot*  and  HUb  id  loc-)  And* 
Ural  tot,  the  word*  foaled 
’IritliAven  fc-aUarc  a  prolepfi*;  and  are 
to  b*  ioderltondj  dot  a*  though  the  A- 
;  poftk  faw  them  all  on  the  ontitdc ;  but 
theft  were  frven  rofn me*  wrapt  npoiK 

tvithin  another,  each  wfrifk  wwftat* 


t  z. 

cd;  fe  tbit  apon  opening  and  unrolling 
tfaafirfti  rhefecond  appeared  to  be  feaU 
ed  upw  till  that  war  opened,  and  ft  on 
to  the  feremh>*—And  tht*  ioeme  do  be 
countenanced  by  the  opening  of  tbe 
feala,  one.  after  another,  in  tbe  next 
chapter  1  For  in  cafe  all  the  feven  Teal* 
bad  been  on  the  out£de,  none  of  tbe 
Volume*  could  have  been  read  tilt  all 
tbe  fcafo  were  loofed ;  whereat,  upon 
pemog  of  every  leal,  the  nert  rime  in 
conrfe  to  be  opened  too*  And  Pared** 
after  Other*,  conceived  that  though  thli 
book  only  vifional;  yet  it  U  to  be 
uoderftood  at  the  emblem  of  this  book 
of  Ke relation  it  felt  ib  which  thrift 
wot  pleafed  to  reveal  fitch  rthing*  to 
John*  as  he  afterward*  coAmiued  U 
writing  for  the  nfr  of  the  church- 
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2  Anil  f  fw  % 

daiqtfnq  vtirft  A 
i»ud  vote Ci- VF ho¬ 
is  worthy  to  •* 
pun  the  bm>kf 
and  10  lo^fc  the 
icaij  thereof? 


3  A  n J  oo  fnui 
fn  beateii,  "nor 
jh  earth; nf  rth« 
under  th?  earth* 
uii  able  to  o* 
pen  the  LoaIc, 
^either  To  looJt 
thereto* 


4  And  r  irepi: 
much  becanfe 
no  man  was 
found  worthy  to 

open,  and  thread 
the  bwk*  nei¬ 
ther  to  loot 
thereon* 


5  AnjJ  one  of 
fh£  driers  fa3ch 
j*JU*  'me,- -Weep 
iiQtfWbaijd  tU 
l.ionof  the  tnbr 
dfjddi^tllerodt 
of  David,' fa  a r.H 
prevailed  f»  ol 
pen  i  he  book, 
;mri  To  Lqofe  the 

fcvehfeiUtliere- 

■  4 


j%i ''It tistiriCH  pirtfkrdjki.  4jy 

dje  Wfitwtfg  of  any  book  can  be,  that  redoftly  fealed  up 
With  €Y«r  fo  rtiarrj  fealB  to  keep  it  fecilie  and  fecret  till 
it  is  opened, 

2v  And  1  fa V  a  mighty  angel,  Handing  forth  and 
cry  tug  oixt  with  S  rtroftg  a'hd  earheft  voice,  in  a  way 
of  procbrermroir  and  challenge  to  the  whole  creation, 
is  there  any  one-  of  you  all  that  is'  fufficientlv  qualified, 
or  bas  worth  and  dignity  enough  tir  ifiifold  the  contents 
of  this  book,  and  break  open  the  fials  that  are  fet  upon 
it,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  uuderitand  Slid  make  known  the 
ftcrec  purpnfes  of  God  with  refpett  to  hie  difpenfa- 
tiobs,  wlwth  are  to  be  fulfilled  in  their  proper  time  and 
courfe  t 

3.  Arid  rtone  id  the  whole  compsfsof  created 
beings,  rto  angel  ip!  heaven,  nor  any  creatureuJmnj 
upon  earth,  flor  any  departed  fpiriCof  thetnioft  famous 
patriarchs;  prophets,  or  agqfttes,  whofe  bodies  are  laid 
udder  die  earth,  was  capable,  or  deemed  fit  and  worthy 
of  the  hbrfout  of  pchetiautig  into  the  fecrets  of  God's 
caunftls,  pr  of  fo  moth  as;  looking,  into  them  to  difeem 
any  thib£  pf.  .them;  as  wis  (knitted  by  there  being  oo 
one;  found  adfipUg  them,  all  that  could  open  this,  fcated 
hook,  .of  look  into  i  Angle  line  of  it ;  but  they  all  ftood 
fitent  and  aghaft,  as"  being  confcious  t6  rhcfnfelves  of 
utter  inftfffifciebcy  for  it. 

4.  And  as  1  apprehended  that  things  of  Taft  con  ft- 
quence  Were  included  in  this  book  6f  divine  decrees,  re? 
lating  to. future  events,  which  f  hoped  and  earncfUy 
defited  might  by  Topic  means 'or  other  be  revealed  to 
fbe,  I  was  exceedingly  grieved  and  burft  out  into 
floods  pf  teats,  becapft,  in.  atlfwer  to  this  univerfal  fum- 
pious,  rib  creature  could  he  found  equal  to  this  arduous 
talk  of  djfcovering  the  fecret  defigns  of  Providence,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  church  in  this  world,  till  it  (hall  be  giori-* 
jied'  in  a  better,  as  Was  fignified  by  there  being  none 
in'  the.  whole  creation  that  could  loofeii  the  feals,  and 
tead  this  emhleputical  hook,  pr  get  the  leaft  infight 
into  its  records,  that  he  might  reveal  them. 

5;  And  while  tny  fpirit  was  thus  troubled  within  me, 
one  of  rije  four  and  twenty  elders,"  of  repreftntatives 
of  the  church,  fpake  feafonably  and  comfortably  to  me, 
fa^'iig,  refrain  your  eyes  frpm  tears  on  account  of  there 
beipg  no  mere  creature  that  can  unfold  theft  fecrets ; 

.  behold  i  there  is  s  divine  perion,  the  ofily  tfueJVlefljab, 
Who,  accprdfftg  fo  ancient  prophecies  of  him,  as  tho 
victorious  ptthce  off  he  tribe  of  Judah^  is,  for  ftferjgtb 
and  eminence,  like  a  lion,  to  maintain  and  defend  ni$ 
property,  and  tear  his  enemies  to  pieces,  (Gen.  xlix. 
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*  And  T  by- 
held,  and  Jo,  in 
the  midib  of  the 
thvwie,  and  of 
the  four  bcafti, 
■and  in  thcmtdfr 
of  the  elders 
ftood  a  Lamb  as 
k  bid  beta  fain, 
having  feren 
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9.  to.)  and  is  not  only  fprung  in  his  human  nature 
from  that  tribe,  as  a  defcendent  of  Jefle,  the  Father  of 
David  ;  hut  in  his  divine  nature  and  office-character,  is 
the  root  or  fource  of  all  the  happinefs  and  glory  of  his 
kingdom,  which  was  typified  by  that  of  David  i  (Ifa. 
xi.  l.  ic.)  this  almighty  conqueror  has  overcome  all 
obftru&ronSj  ('«««)  and  obtained  the  honour,  by  the 
merit  of  his  death,  to  difclofe  the  divine  counfels,  the 
emhtem  of  which  is  his  opening  the  book,  and  taking 
off  its  feven  feals,  that  the  things  contained  therein 
might  no  longer  remain  abfolute  iecrcts,  but  be  gra¬ 
dually  made  manifelt  in  a  regular  fucceffion  of  provi¬ 
dences  to  explain  them. 

6.  Hereupon  I  looked  to  fee 'this  wonderful  perlon, 
and,  behold !  to  my  immediate  relief  and  tranfporriug 
joy,  I  bad  a  vifion  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrilt,  in. the  glo¬ 
ry  of  his  mediatorial  exaltation  in  human  nature,  at  the 
Father’s  right  hand,  as  Handing  near  the  throne,  and 
within  the  circle  of  the  four  living  creatures,  and  of 
the  four  and  twenty  elders,  to  mediate  between  God 
and  them ;  1  faw  him  in  this  pofture  of  readinefs 
and  ability  to  execute  all  his  offices  of  2  prophet,  prieft 
and  king,  which  were  reprinted  under  proper  em¬ 
blems  of  them  federally.  His  prieltly  office  was  repre- 
fented  by  Ids  appearing  with  evident  characters  of  the 
Lamb  of  God,  who  had  been  Gain,  as  a  propitiatory 
facrtfice  to  take  away  the  fins  of  the  world,  when  thro* 
the  eternal  Spirit  he  offered  birafeJf  without  fpor  unto 
God  ;  (John  i.  29.  and  Heb.  ix.  14,)  and  who  inter* 
ceeds  before  the  throne  in  vinne  of  bis  atoning  blood  r 
His  kingly  office  was  repr dented  by  the  emblem  of  his 
having  (even  boms,  anumberof  perfection,  to  denote 
his  almighty  power  to  execute  the  will  of  God’s  pur¬ 
pose  to  proteCt,  fupport  and  defend  his  church,  and 
pufh  down  all  his  and  their  enemies :  Aud  his  prophetic 
office  was  reprefented  by  the  emblem  of  bis  having  feven 
eyes,  to  denote  that  all  the  treafurcs  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge  are  in  him,  (Col-  ii.  3.)  that  be  has  a  tho* 
rongh  forefight  of  all  events,  and  an  unmeafurable 
fulnefs  of  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation,  whole 
gifts  and  graces  are  under  hu  direction,  to  be  ifTued 
forth,  in  all  their  variety  and '  excellence,  for  tbc  bene¬ 
fit  of  his  minifies  and  people,  wherever  they  are  frit¬ 
tered  through  the  whole  earth, 

y.  And,  as  I  further  faw  in  my  vifion,  the  Lord 
Jefus  came  clofe  up  to  the  throne,  and  received  the 
book  out  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  who  fat  upon 
it,  and  gave  the  book  to  him,  a$  a  fignal  of  his  ddiver, 

jDg 
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Ing  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  to  him ;  as  his  re¬ 
ceiving  it  alfo  was,  of  his  being  both  able  and  willing 
to  open  the  meaning  of  the  things  contained  therein, 
and  to  take  care  that  they  fbeuld  &  eflfe£tually  accom- 
plilhed  in  their  proper  time  and  order,  according  to  the  - 
divine  purpofe  about  them. 

8.  And  when  he  had  taken  the  book  into  bis  own 
hand,  which  carried  this  intimation  of  his  gracious  de¬ 
ft  gn,  the  four  living  creatures,  as  reprefentarives  of  hia 
minifiring  forvants,  and  the  four  and  twenty  ciders,  a» 
reprefentatives  of  the  church,  proftrated  themfelves 
with  the  profoundefl  reverence  and  homility  before  this 
glorious  Lamb,  and  cheeifnlly  united  in  their  folemn 
homage  of  adoration  and  xrorthip,  prayer  and  praifo  to 
him,  juft  as  they  had  before  to  the  Father  on  his  im¬ 
perial  throne,  (chap,  iv.  9.  10.  11.)  all  of  whicb.Tn  al- 
luGon  to  one  of  the  chief  muficaliriftrutnems  that  were 
fifed  for  thankfgmng and  praife  in  the  temple*  for  vice, 
appeared  with  harps,  as  emblems  of  the  melody  of  their 
beans,  and  of  the  moft  charming  notes  in  their  praiGng 
fong,  and  each  of  them  appeared  with  cups  full  of  in- 
cenfc,  (i»>oa^attn)  like  the  typical  centers  of  pure  gold 
in  which  the  priefts  were  wont  to  burn  incenfo  before 
the  Lord,  as  emblems  of  the  prayer*  that  are  offered 
up  by  the  church  and  its  imnifters,  (Pf.  exit.  2.)  and 
are  made  acceptable  to  God,  as  prefonted  with  the 
fweet  perfume  of  the' merit  and  advocacy  of  their  great 
high  prieft.  (Rev.  viii.  3.  4.) 

9.  And  they  joined  together,  as  with  one  heart  and 
voice,  in  finging  a  molt  excellent  foog,  which,  for 
that  reafbn,  may  very  properly  be  called  a  new  fong. 
Tutted  to  die  prefer t  joyful  occalion  (ver.  7.)  and  fitted 
for  the  gofpei  date,  in  confoquence  of  the  death  of 
Chrift,  faying.  Thou,  O  fpotlefo  I at  mb  of  God,  and 
thou  only,  art  thoroughly  qualified  for,  and  deferveft 
the  honour  of  knowing  and  opening  the  eternal  coun- 
fels  of  God,  as  fignified  by  tbr  taking  the  book,  and 
breaking  open  its  feals,  that  the  things  contained  there¬ 
in  may  not  be  entirely  hid  from  all  mankind ;  for  thou 
waft  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  Daughter,  and  madeft  thy  foul 
an  offering  for  fin  (Ifa.  liii.  7.  10.}  and  haft  bought 
us  out  of  the  bondage  of  the  law,  and  of  fm  and  Satan, 
to  God,  as  bis  peculiar  property,  for  his  honour  and 
fervice,  (Luke  i.  74.  75.)  and  for  communion  with 
him,  and  an  everiafting  enjoyment  of  him $  which  thou 
haft  done  by  the  ineftiroable  price  of  thy  prccVms 
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blood,  *  whereby,  rhpu  haft  redeemed  not  all  of  every 
nation,  but  us  from  anting  all  others  of  every  tribe, 
and  language,  and  people,  'and  nation.,  -whether  Jews 
or  Gentiles,  with  wham  sin  lived,  and  were  equally 
involved  in  guilt,  and  cxpofcd  to  deftruCtion. 

to.  And  thou  haft  advanced  us  to  the  moil  honour, 
able  relations  to  our  covenant*  God  and  Father,  in  ma¬ 
king  us  true  Ifraelites,  who  as  princes  have  power  with 
God  and  prevail,  (Gcn-xxsii.  28.)  aodinconfecrating 
us  to  him  and  his  ferrice,  as  kings,  to  matter  and  fub- 
due  our  own  fpirits,  and  all  indwelling  corruption,  and 
overcome  the  world,  (1  John  v.  4.)  jn  a  dependence 
on  him  and  devatedneb  to  hia  fear ;  and  as  priefts  to 
have  free  liberty  of.accefs,  through  thee,  .by  cue  Spirit 
to  the  Father,  (Eph.ii-  18.)  and  to  offer  up  loch  fpi- 
ritual  Cicrifices  of  prayer  and  praifv  as  are  acceptable 
to  him  on  thine  account :  ((i  Pet.  it.  5.J  .  And  we, 
through  thy  favour,  merit  and  influence,  ihall  gain  the 
victory,  and  triumph  over  a|I  ,our  iptritpal  enemies,  fin, 
Satan,  and  the.  world, , even  while  we  are  upon  earth, 
(Rom.  .viii.  37.)  .  ■ 

11.  And  1  looked  again,  for  .flili  further  difcoverics 
of  this  glorious  feene,  and  heard  the  melodious'  voice 
of  a  vaft  multitude  of  holy  angels,  which  encamp  round 
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II  And  J  br- 
hcU,iDi]f  heard 
the  voice  of  mi* 

°^<nitthcthnui«  about  them  that  fear  the  Lord,  (FX.  xxxiv.  7.)  and  fur- 
«sd  the  bciiiu,  rounded  the  imperial  throne,  and.the  Jiving  creatures, 
the  representatives  of  gafpcLminifters,  who  were  near* 
ett  the  throne,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  iv.  <J.)  and  the 
elders  tbe  rcpreferjtwiveg  of  jhe  church,  wbu  were 
nearer  it  than  the  angels  rhemfdves :  Thefe  joined  iu 
harmonious  concert  with  them,  to  expeefs  tbeir  praifes, 
as  they  alfo  were  confirmed  by  Chrift,  and  rejoiced  in 
his  favour  to  men (fee  Luke  ii.  13.  14.  Epli.  3.  to. 
and  1  Pet.  i.  12.)  their  number  was  ten  thousand  times 
ten  tboufand,  and  tboufands  multiplied  by  thoufands, 
(fee  Pf.  lxviii.  1 7.  .and  Dan.  rii.  10.)  yea,  an  innume¬ 
rable  company  of  them,  (Heb.  xii,  22.) 

.12.  Saying  with  a  ftrong,  lively  and  articulate  voice, 
with  cheerful  hearts,  and  lofty  notes  of  joy  andpraife, 
infinirely  and  only-  worthy  is  this  exalted  Lamb  of  all 
the  honours,  not  only  of  His  divine  perfon,  but  alfo  of 
bis  mediatorial  office,  who  was  ilain  in  offering  up  him - 
fclf  .to  God  a  facrifice  for  fin,  that  the  general  afTcmbly 
and  church  of  the  firft-bortrmay  be  joined  to  the  an- 

g«ic 
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t»d  fcmianr,  gelic  quire  in  heaven.  (Hcb.  xii.  23.)  He  undoubtedly 
«-1*T  *“**  deferves  to  itceive  all  grateful  acknowledgements  and 
**'  ;  high  aferiptions  of  univerfat  authority  and  dominioa 
aver  all*  and' of  inexhauAibJe  riches  of  grace  and  glo- 
ry,  and  of  unfearchabJe  wifdom  and  invincible  Hreogtb, 
and  of  every  kind  of  religious  honour,  and  of  all  divine 
and  mediatorial  glory,  and  of  the  livelieft  adoring  -prai-* 
fes>  which  of  right  belong  to  him*  who  is  completely 
qualified  for  dtfenarging  the  high  trull  that  the  Father 
has  committed  to  bim. 

1]  And  every  1^*  And  methought  I  heard  the  whole  creation  con- 
■mtnre  which  eurnng  in  the  fong,  even  all' the  angels  in  heaven,  and 
h  in  heaven,  and  a|j  tj,e  faints  oti  earth,  and  all  the  feparate  fpirtu  of  the 
*nd  nndfr^the  made  perfeG,  whole  bodies  are  buried  in  -the  earth, 
nrth,  and  Rich  and  in  the  bottom  of  the  lea  •»  yea,  methought  I  heard 
»  are  i«  the  all  creatures  contained  in  them,  and  particulatly 'til  tbe 
art  *ia  them*  ^cn^r’TC  creation,  echoing  to  the  'Redeemer’s praifc  for 
heard’ I.  faying  the  deliverance  he  will  Bring  to  them  from  the  bondage 
Bteffiog.il  nd  ho-  of  corruption  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of 
no  or,  and  gin-  Qq^  (Rom.  ▼iii.  19 — 22.  See  the  note  there)  faying, 
&«»bim?b«  may  all  united  thanksgivings,  and  honour,  and  glory* 
ftteth  upon  the  and  mlfeht,  and  dominioa  be  equally  aforibed  to  God 
chi™#*  sad  an-  the  Father*  who  firs  onihe  imperial  tbrone,  and-to  the 
idorahle  Lamb*  who  is  God, am)  purchafed  the  church 
*  c  *  with  his  own  blood)  (A£b  11-28,)  May  theft  tribute 

of  praife  be  perpetuated  to  them  jointly  from  henceforth 
to  all  eternity! 

14  And  tfca  14,  And  the  four  living  creatures,  the  representative* 

Amcn*^fnd  tbc  l^e  mini  flew  of  the  church,  who  had  began  the  cbo- 

foor  Wcwsaty  ru*>  (w-  8.)  dofed  it,  faying,  Afmn^  fo  it  ought  to 
elder*  fen  down  be,  and  fo  according  to  our  estrneft  deftre  it  fhall  he; 
l?*  ind  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  the  rcprefeiitatives  of 

intw  wad*-  ^  of  church  itfdf,  readily  con  Tenting,  pro* 
v«r.  ftrated  themfdves  with  humble  reverence,  and  paid 

their  religious  adorations  to  the  ever  and  only  living 
and  true  God,  inclufive  of  the  living  Redeemer,  to 
whom  they  aferibed  equal  honours,  (ver*  i^)antf  who 
is  unchangeably  the  fame,  in  his  perfon  and  office, 
yefterday,  and  to  day,  and  forever.  (Heb.  liiL  8.) 

R  K  COLLECTIONS* 

What  a  privilege  and  pfeafiire  u  it  to  be  acquainted  with  the  codnfetaof 
God  for  our  fupport  under  evtry  trial,  till  our  happinefs  fball  be  perfect* 
ctl  in  etenni  falvation  !  And  wbat  a  ^rief  to  have  them  hid  from  us!  Hut* 
bleflcd  be  God,  th4t,  when  nn  creature  in  heaven  or  earth  was  able  to  reveal 
them*  the  Great  Meflhh  of  Judah's  tribe,  and  the  root  of  David,  hu  iutcrpo- 
fed  between  him  and  the  ehiirch,  and  has  taken  the  book  of  divine  decrees,  by 
the  Father's  grant,  into  his  hand*  and  has  lonfcd  the  feate  thereof,  to  by  them 
and  to  fulfil  them  in  their  fealbn.  He  is  worthy  of  the  mofr  grateful  ac- 

kuow* 
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knnuried foment s  and  honours  on  his  own  account*  and  on  account  of  Ms  mrri* 
tone  us  death,  whereby  he,  a#  mediator,  obtained  aurhority  for  this  important 
work*  IJow  awful  and  majeftic  is  his  character,  as  a  lion  to  tear  his  enemies 
to  pieces,  and  defend  his  people  from  their  Tage  jgMnft  them  !  Arid  bow  en¬ 
dearing*  as  a  lamb  for  meeknefe,  that  was  led  to  the  fhughter,  and  died  a  fa- 
crifire  to  fetisfy  divine  Suffice  For  them,  whom  he  redeemed  hy  his  precious 
blood  as  a  peculiar  people,  and  has  dignified  with  the  honour  of  kiugs  and  priefts 
to  God,  in  diftia&ifm  from  the  reft  of  mankinds  throughout  the  worm,  nf 
what  nation,  or  kindred  after  the  flefh,  foever  they  be  f  O  the  divine  adorations 
and  worftiip,  ami  fongs  of  praife,  that  are  and  ought  to  be  offered  to  him,  to* 
get  her  with  God  the  father,  by  all  bis  mioiftriug  fervants,  and  the  whole 
church  3  The  innumerable  company  of  angels  delight  to  join  with  them,  in 
fcribing  all  bJeffitig,  honour,  glory  and  power  equally  to  him  that  fits  Upon  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb*  as  the  Tame  God  with  him,  and  as  faftsuxiing^fheir 
proper  parts  in  the  oeconooiy  of  fetation,  that  they  may  be  jointly  glorified  for 
ever*-  May  all  creatures  in  heaven  acid  earth  concur  hereto,  and  cheerfully  fay. 
Amen  l 
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The  a p  (file  goes  on  to  an  account  of  the  opening  qf  thefeals  in  their  Order , 
for  revealing  the  purpofes  qf  God  that  are  to  be  fulfilled  by  hisprovi* 
dcnce  in  /even  grand  fvccejjtve  periods  :  the  firft  of  which  is  regre- 
fented  in  the  opening  qf  the  fix firftfeaUy  and  relates  to  the  fiate  of  the 
church  under  the  Heathen  emperors  qf  Rome ,  from  the'  time  of  this 
prophecy  to  Gonfia  ntine  the  Greats  about  eke  yearqf  our  — 

.  The  firft  fial  is  opened ,  relating  to  the  gloriovifuccefs  of  the  go f pel  in 
the  firft  promulgation  of  it*  I  -  2*  The  fecond  relating  to  a  great  de- 
firufUon  both  qfper/ecuted  Jews  and  Romans  %  by  their  wars  one  with 
another^  tiU  about  the  year  138,  3.  4.  The  third  relating  to  great 
-  fcarcity  ofprovifions  in  the  empire ,  between  tpe  year  138  and  179, 
5*  6 *  Tbijoprtb  relating  to  great  mortality  by  a  peftilence^  between 
the  year  21 J  and  041,  7,  8-  The  fifth  relating  to  the  cry  of  the 
fouls  of  marfyrj  under  the  altar ,  p*—  1 1,  jfndthe  fixth  relating  to 
the  dreadful  and  total  fvbz*erJion  of  the  empire >  as  Heat  bet 3,  in  the 
reign  qf  Confiantine*  about  the  year  323,-12 — 17* 

P  E  R  1  O  D  h 

Text*  Paraphrase* 

1  A  Nd  1  few  Seal  IJ  t.  \]  O  W  to  gite  an  account  in  order  of 
ljfmh  * 'evened  1  ^  the  ^e¥era^  prophecies contained  in 

one  of  the  tala,  the  fealed  bool,  as  they  gradually  appeared  in  the  open* 
and  I  heard,  jng  of\eacb  part  ofk;  upon  the  deliveiy  of  this  book 
or  *mo  ^an<*  ^rift,  who  appeared  under  the 
Wtliefciirbtafts  reprefen ration  of  a  lamb,  I  /aw,  in  my  vilion,  that  he 
frytag,  Come,  loon  began  with  opening  the  firft  of  the  fcals,  to  difeo* 
waduc.  ver  the  prophecies  contained  in  the  part  which  was 

then  unrolled;  and  I  immediately  beard  an  exceeding 

ftrong 
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ftrong  voice*  as  loud  as  thunder,  which  was  diftin&ly 
pionouuced  by  the  firrt  of  the  four  living  creatures,  or 
representatives  of  the  miniftera  of  the  church*  who  ap¬ 
peared  like  a  lion  ;  (chap.  iv.  7,}  and  he  fummoned 
my  attention,  faying  to  me,  draw  nigh  hkher,  and  be¬ 
hold  what  offers  to  view  in  this  part  of  the  roll  which 
is  now  unfolded* 

1  And  1  Taw,  2.  And  baring  come  fo  near  as  to  be  able  to  difeern 
aid  behold,  a  yrfat  was  in  it*  1  looked,  and*  behold,  a  white  horfe 
and  he  appeared,  the  cm  bit  m  of  joy  and  triumph,  and  of  the 

an  him  bad  a.  purity  of  the  gofpcl,  and  of  all  divine  procedures;  and 
bov^ndaemwn  the.  illuftrious  perfon,  even  the  Lord  Jefus  himfeif,  who 
him  ^'and  ^hc  ^  uP°n  a  mighty  warrior  riding  profperonfiy, 

wenW^nbcon-  wafl  figured  out  to  my  view  as  having  a  bow  in  his 
4ncr>n£  and  10  hand,  like  what  is  ufed  in  battle  for  (hooting  arrows,  a 
uinqucr.  fit  emblem  of  the  power  of  his  word  and  fpirit*  which 

penetrates  as  deep  as  (harp  arrows  into  the  hearts  bfhis 
enemies,  either  to  Jlay  .them  before  him*  or  to  make 
them  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power:  (Pt 
xlv.  5.  and  ex.  3  }  and  a  glorious  crown  was  fet  upon 
his  head,  the  emblem  of  his  royal  dignity  and  vi£loryf 
•ab$ifor  tbt fvfftring  of&atby  is  crowntd with gltry  and 
honoury  (Heb*  ii  9.)  and  he  marched  forth  in  a  trium¬ 
phant  manner,  immediately  beginning  to  conquer,  and 
carrying  on  his  conquefh,  till  they  Humid  be  complcat- 
ed  to  the  joy  of  his  people,  and  the  confufion  of  his 
implacable  enemies;  *  which  might  point  to  the  won¬ 
derful  fuccefe  of  the  gafpel,  in  its  fpreading  far  and  wide 
through  the  Roman  empire,  unto  the  converfion  of  vaft 
multitudes  of  tinners,  especially  from  among  the  idola¬ 
trous  Gentiles,  and  the  defeating  of  all  oppofcion  to  it* 
in  the  firft  age  of  Chriftianity,  wheo  its  preachers  went 
Vol.  VI,  t  CL  forth 

NOTE, 

#  Mr  Jrtfcph  Mead  and  St  Tlhac  and  it  feemS  fomewhat  unaccountable, 
Newtrn,  with  olhera,  fuppnfc  that  the  that  the  ftirprifing  prop  reft  of  the  cr>f* 
firft  four  foals  relate  inrirei?  to  the  pet  by  the  preaching  of  the  apoJUts* 
t^grment*  that  were  excented  on  the  which,  according  to  Hr  fiaac’s  icheme* 
El  Miifci  empire;  and  that  the  prophe-  wan  moftly  after  (his  vifion,  rfpedall/ 
cL'S  concerning  tUealfiiirsaf  the  church  among  the  idolatrous  Gentiles*  Humid 
do  not  GO'rte  in  till  the  fifth  feal;  and  be  taken  no  notice  of  at  the  beginning 
that  Shirt’s  riding  on  the  white  horfe,  of  a  revelation,  in  which  the  church 
centering  and  to  conquer,  is  cm  Me-  was  ft>  nearly  concerned.  But  it  was 
matical  of  viAorics  obtained  to  the  dc*  exceeding  proper,  and  tended  riv  j tty 
Jlni&ion  of  hia  enemies  ;  but  methiuks  to  their  comfon,to  reprefent  the  judge- 
riding  on  a  white  ho rte  docs  not  feean  meuti  of  G**5,  in  the  opening  of  the 
tn  be  3  proper  emblem  of  hnly  the  lame  three  next  foals,  that  fliould  <all  upon 
ftirt  of  tmibfe  (laughter  of  Ghtift’e  c*  thofe  who  fhould  furiuufly  fct  them- 
nemfes,  as  under  the  rcry  next  foal  is  frfves  a;»ainft  the  gofpel,  after  he  bad  fit 
Teprefontcd  by  a  rider  on  a  red  horfo  j  tigoaiSy  turned  suid  blclftd  it. 
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Chrf, 


3  A  Del  Tilled 
b«  hid  ftpemd 
the  feooivdfeaL 
I  heard  the  fo- 
ennd  beaft  fay* 
Coffue.  arid  Pee. 


4  And  there 
'went  out  mo* 
Ther  horfe  that 
Uni  red;  and 
/cwr  vai  giv¬ 
en  to  him  tint 
fbrtbenon^  to 
take  peace  from 
the  earth,  and 
That  they  Jhovtd 
hi  11  nnein  of  b  er* 
and  then 
(C^cn  unto  him 
ff  great  fvoni 


j  And  vhen 
he  had  opened 
Thrt&rd  (ehL  t 
hcinf  the  third 
braft  ra^Cmnf, 
tjfdfrt.  Aadlbe- 


forth  with  ftrength  and  fpeed,  like  horfes,  to  propagate 
it  every  where  under  Chrift,  •'ho  rode  in  triumph  on 
their  minUlrations,  as  a  fpccimen  of  what  fhould  be 
done  in  after  ages*  till  the  whole  number  of  hia  eleft 
lhail  be  gathered  in,  and  all  hia  enemies  Dial)  be  made 
bis  footftooL.  (t  Cot-  xt-  25.  andHeb.  i.  13.) 

Seal  11.']  3.  And  when  I  few  in  my  vifion  that  Je* 
fus  the  glorious  Lamb,  bad  opened  the  fccond  feat  to 
difeorer  the' next  part  of  the  roll,  1  beard  the  voice  of 
the  fccond  of  the  four  li?irg  creatures,  or  reprefenra- 
tives  of  gofpel  minilleis,  which  appeared  to  me  like  an 
ox  or  calf*  (chap.  it.  7.)  calling  upon  me,  and  faying, 
in  like  manner  as  the  firft  had  done,  come  hither,  and 
fee  what  presents  jtfclf  in  the  part  of  the  roil  which 
<S  now  unfolded,  relating  to  tbe  neat  fucccedmg  event 
of  providence. 

4 i  And,  upon  my  drawing  near,  1  faw  a  representa¬ 
tion  of  another  borfe,  whofe  colour  was  as  red  as  if  be 
had  been  all  over  Gained  with  blood,  a  proper  emblem 
of  dreadful  war  and  bloodfhed;  And  the  rider  of  this 
horfe  was  represented,  as  ai>  agent  of  Providence,  *  to 
fpread  confulion  and  daughter  among  the  t&rfccoting 
-inhabitants  of  the  earth,  to  the  deftru£tton  uf  their  tran¬ 
quility  and  fafetyf  and  to  do  this  by  means  of  his 
throwing  one  party  of  them  into  a  Rate  of  war  with  the 
other,  that  they  might  flay  one  another :  and,  as  a  fur¬ 
ther  emblem  of  this  righteous  judgement  of  God  upon 
ibem,  a  huge  formidable  fword  was  put  into  the  hand  of 
the  warrior,  who  fee  upon  the  redhwrfe:  all  which  may 
be  confideretl  as  a  prediction  of  the'dreadfutdcflruSion 
of  infidel  jews  and  Romans,  thofc  common  enemies  to 
Chriftianrry,  in  the  wars  between  them,  efpeeially  in 
the  reigns  of  Trajan  and  Adrian,  till  about  fhe'year  of 
our  Lord  13d,  which -was  a  righteous  judgement  upon 
fhofe  joint  perfccoterj. 

Seal  1ILJ  j.  And  when  the  Lamb  had  looted  the 
third  foal,  and  fo  laid  open  the  next  parr  of  the  rail,  I 
heard  the  voice  erf  the  third  living  creatures,  or  rapte- 
fontatives  of  minifters,  which  appeared  with  a  face  like 
a  man,  (chap-  it.  7.)  faying  to  me-,  as  the  two  former 

had 

T  E. 

fccutlon,  abontthe  year  nf  flffr  LonT  96, 
fV?de  Mill,  prolix  n  i^J  1r  ran  Y  very 
Airly  be  wicrrtil  ro  the  vn  ft  mimLert  uf 
bmb  J<M*s  nnd  Rn  niaji*  th*t  fell  by  tbe 
wars  bettveen  them  in  Trajan*!  and  A* 
tfrian'j  reign*,  abnMt  42  year*  after  the 
vifrna,  Mr  Lcwnaafs  hlAnry  oftbb 


N  O 

•It  ilhard  fo  determine,  wlteiher 
thr  ndrr  on  the  r/tl  hnrIVbe  meant  im* 
mediately  nf  Chrift,  nr  nf  Tocli  inftni* 
m>m«  »  he  muff  tife  of  U  ifrnjr  of 
ud  Lord  of  Lord*;  *iv. 

|A)  hot,  be  rbiit  as  it  wiUr  if  thii  rifinrt 
«f  tbe  fccond  fca|  was*  ai  h  commonly 
lUmighr,  ia  the  time  of  Domitiaji's  per* 


Ch. 
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held,  and  lo,  a 

falvckhorfe;  and 
he  tb*t  fat  oil 
him  had'®  pair 
of  bftUoct*  in 
hi*  hand.  ■ 


6  And  t  heard 

A  vmce  in  rjio 
midftof  the  four 

beads  Cay,  A 

mcafiine  of 

wheat  for  a.pe- 
nj*  aud  three 
ipeAfiu'esofhar- 
jey  for  a  peny  ; 
And  Ire  thou 
hurt  not  the  oyl 
and  the  wine. 


.  7,  And  whetl 
he  h»d  opc-ied 
tlit  fr  u/th  f<Ml, 
1  he  arddic  yoke 


had  before,  come  near,  and  fee  what  is  contained  in 
this  unfolded  part  of  the  roll,  relating  to  the  next  re* 
markable  event  of  providence  1  and,  looking  into  it,  I 
obferved  the  reprefentarion  of  another  horfc  of  a  black 
colour,  a  fit  emblem  of  mourning  and  affli&ton,  by  rea- 
fon  of  great  diltrefs  i  accordingly,  he,  w  bo  appeared  as 
mounted  upon  this  horfe,  had  the  figure  of  a  pair  of 
feales  in  bis  band,  *  to  weigh  the  corn,  that  Ihould  be 
fold  at  an  exceflive  price,  as  in  a  time  of  great  fcarcity 
next  to  a  famine  ;  (fee  Lev.  ,11*1.  j6.  Lam*  v.  to.  and 
Ezek.  iv.  16.}  which  may  be  con  fide  red  as  pointing  to 
a  great  want  of'provifions;  and  was  another  judge¬ 
ment  upon  the  Heathen  empire  for  peifecuting  the 
Chriftians  under  the  reigns  of  the  two  Antonincg,  be¬ 
tween  the  year  138  and  179.  _ 

6-  And  to  explain  the  meaning  of. this  Symbolical  re- 
prefentation,  1  heard  a  proclamation  among  the  four  li¬ 
ving  creatures,  faying,  fo  great  will  be  the  fcarcity  of 
bread  at  this  time,  that  one  fmall  mcafore  of  wheat, 
no  more  than  is  fufficient  for  a  tingle  day's  fu Reliance 
for  one  man,  (half  be  fold  at  the  extravag-mt  priavoT  a 
Roman  penny ; -and  three  fuck  little  meafurcs  of  bar¬ 
ley,  which  makes  the  coarfcii  bread,  (hall  cart:  the 
fame;  f  aiid,  as  a  further  token  of  the  fcarcity  of  other 
provifions,  an  order  was  added  to  take  heed,  that  no  in¬ 
jury' be  done  to  the  olive  trees  and  vines,  lert  they  ut¬ 
terly  fail  of  producing  oil  and  wine  for  the  refrefhmertt 
of  the  rich,  as  bread  is  of  the  poor  ;  and  fo  the  famine 
become  in  ti  manner  total. 

Sfaj.  IV  T  7.  And  when  the  Lamb  proceeded  to o- 
pen  the  fourth  feal,  and  unfolded  the  next  part  of  the 
fourth  roll,  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  fourth  of  the 
living  creatures,  or  reprefentatives  of  gofpel  oiinifters 
2  which 


MOTES. 


•S<hnir  conMer-tlW  pair  of  balance* 
as  an  emblem  of  plenty,  and  of  fti’irt 
tiul  tm^rfUIjo^cep  which  was'idwii- 
Tii.fucd  in  the  veigojnf  Seventy  3hd  hfr 
ion  Tint  it  rather  Appears 

to  me  tint  it  hrre  to  he  taken  as  nn 
kmblem  of  afliictiniK  in  a  wa y  of  judge- 
inent  hpnn  tit* Heathen  pei'ierUting  em¬ 
pire,  awarding  rtt  the  purport  of  the 
Hejtt  and  following  frail,  and 

accord* ng  to  the  moft  natural  couftruc- 
fcten  nf  "be  eiiiMem-of  a  Mark  horfe  ; 
and  the  interpretation  df  ii  in  the  next 
verfe  fcems  to  i-nnfirm  this  fenre-  (See 
J bid'*  hifUry  of  the  fcarciiy  of  prnvifi- 
9ns  in  the  r*igna  of  the  Afi£frniiiei« 
vhVH  began  about  tbe  woiQur  Lord 
138  ami  ended  about  179  ) 


f  A  inenfitr*  of  wheat  f#rtf  is 

varionfly  .computed*  hut* if  Orotiua’v 
account  frt'm  Hcrodonu,  Hipocrates, 
Dioproej,  Laertius,  and  Atb.r&vns,  may 
bedtpimlcd  upon,  it  Is-  m>  more  than 
one  man  m  health  for  thr 

11  nee  of  ear  h  Hay,  And  a  penny,  which 
wail  about  (Wen-penre  halfpenny  ofnur 
money,  was  as  much  as  a  labourer  cu»ld 
earn,  in  a  ihY,  a*  appears  from  Marth- 
r.x  i  (Vide  Grottus  h\  lot- )  bereral 
frnfrt,  very  contrary  to  one  another, 
have  been  put  upon  hnrt  hst  tbf  s/7  ned 
fir*  v/lv;  bnt  that  given  in  the  para * 
phrxiV*  which,  W  ought  I  know,  is  fin- 
pilar*  appears  uu>ft  agreeable  to  «hat 
1  take  to  be  the  loeanuig  of  the  former 
pair  of  the  Yen#, 


Cfi.  vi. 
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rf  tha  ftnrtk 
Waft  fay.  Come, 
and  In. 


8  And  I  look¬ 
ed,  and  behold, 
S  pale  Iiftrfr.aiid 
hie  mint  tint 
Tat  on  hint  was 
Death,  iikd  hell 
Ibllowrft-  with 
him  ;  and  power 
was  gieen  onto 
then,  over  Ac 
fourth  part  of 
the  earth,  to 
kill  with  (word, 
and  with  huii- 
jfrr,  and  with 
death,  and  with 
the  bttftttf  the 
kat'th. 


which  appeared  with  a  face  like  an  eagle’s  (chap.  it.  7.) 
calling  to  me  and  faying,  come  near,  and  fee  what  this 
exhibits  to  your  fight. 

&,  And  having  drawn  near,  and  looked'  upon  it  in 
my  vifion,  l  beheid  the  representation  of  another  horfe, 
whofe  colour  was  as  pale  and  ghaflly  as  a  dead  corpfc, 
a  fit  emblem  of  death,  which  ravaged  in  various  forms 
through  the  Roman  empire,  in  executions  of  judge¬ 
ments  upon  them  that  persecuted  the  church  of  Chrift : 
accordingly  there  appeared  an  infcription  of  the  name 
of  the  rider,  intimating,  that  he  was  the  king  of  ter¬ 
rors,  called  death  ;  and  in  his  train  there  was  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  grave,  and  of  the  feperate  ftate,  (***) 
into  which  the  departed  fouls  of  the  wicked  immediate¬ 
ly  enter  to  be  caQ,  into  hell,  which  may  he  Ailed  the  Se¬ 
cond  death,  (chap.  xx.  6.  14.)  and  t  faw  the  commtf- 
fion  was  given  to  thefe  formidable  inftninienrs  of  di¬ 
vine  wrath  to  make  dreadful  havock  in  the  dcftru&ion 
of  vail  multitudes  upon  one  fourth,  or  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  Roman  empire,  that  extended  to  .the  great- 
eft  extent  of  all  the  known  regions  of  the  earth  ;  which 
judgements  were  to  be  executed  in  cutting  off  feme  by 
the  fwurd  of  war;  and  others,  according  to  God's 
threatening®  to  finful  and  idolatrous  nations,  (Ezti.  r. 
1 7.  and  xiv.  %  1 .  and  xxxiii.  27,)  by  a  pining  famine, 
and  others  by  a  fweeping  peflilence,  and  others  by  the 
Tory  of  wild  hearts  of  the  fields  to  devour  them,  fo  that 
they  which  efcaped  one  •  Ihould  faH  by  another  of  thete 
four  heavy  calamities,  and  find  no  place  of  fecurity  a- 
gatnft  them.  *  All  which  may  be  confidered  as  fulfil¬ 
led  upon  the  idolatrous  Heathen  perfecutors  of  the 
church  under  leveral  emperors,  whole  ftveriries  began 
about  the  year  211,  and  continued,  ’  with  little  inter- 
million,  till  about  the  year  241. 

Seal 


w 

■  *  The  emperors  MaxSmin*.  Decibi 
VsUos  cod  VoIdGab,  and  Valerian 
were  cruel  perfr  tutors  of  tbe  Chriftians 
cod  in  their  day*  the  empire  wnx  pn 
niibed,  not  only  with  the  fonrd  an 
famine  or  fcardty,  as  under  the  tv 
former  teals®  bnt  aifo  with;  the  pefci 
fence,  which  is  £gni£ed  hy  cleat  h,{ Jei 
iif*  cudaud  was  dHtipgiiiJhcdi  from  thoi 
other  jndj^meaUi  a*  in  the  Railages  n 
for  red  to  in  the  psrapbraft.  j  And  fl  ha 
been  abfcrred*  that  war  «n  fcai 

eity,  and  fcarcity  pe£Lil*ncth  for  wtn 
qf  proper  fafteuance;  and  peftikxtcc 
by  depopulating  the  country,  leave*  th 
few  furvivors  an  ealier  prey  totht  wii 
beafts;  and  fii  thtfe  have 

nttur&l  tendency  touiake  wpy  one  io 


O  T  E. 

another.  Tin  the  order  io  which  they  arc 

here  r«prtfc»tcd  j  and  their  rraehin^ 
the  fourth,  or  a  gonfitteraMc  part  of  the 
earth,  is  cxpreiTed  in  the  parapbrnfc  lo 
indeterminately*  as  to  leave  room  for 
applying  it  either  to  a  fourth  port  of 
the  frbjech,  vr  «f  the  dominion  of  the 
Roman  empire*  which®  I  think,  it  meant 
by  the  earth  or  wo  rid  id  fever*!  parte 
oftbe.Ncw  Teft  anient,  and  in  thhpm- 
pb«tk  /d»ap.  ill  10)  where  tic 
v Mt  1 vtrif,  and  tk*  that  tfveli  e  jv  the 
earth,  ore  fynonyunms  itrmi,  as  they 
alfo  arc  Rom-  x.  *8.  compared  with. 
Matth-  xxiv,  1 4-  and  probably  the  earth 
liquifies  the  Homan  empire,  Ycrfe  4*  of 

thU  chapter. 


Ch.  vi. 

9  And  vbcn 
he  had  opened 
the  filth  fcal*  X 
fa-w  under  the 
altar  tbefruli  of 
them  thar  were 
ibiufor  the  word 
of  God,  end  for 
the  Uftimony 
whlckthvyheld. 


ft t  AgviLi'TiON  parapbraftd. 
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io  And  they 
tried  with  a  Iona 
voice,  faying 
Haw  long*  U 
Lord,  holy  and 
true,  doit  thou 
nut  judge  and 
nvcugeourblood 
an  them  that 
dwell  on  the 
earth  J 


Ti  And  white 

rnbes  were  jji* 

ten  unto  every 
one  nf  tli  eii^aud 
-  it  wju  Vahl  unto 
them,  that  they 
Humid  it  ft  yet 
W  a  little  Tea- 
too,  until  there 


Sem.V.3  p.  And  when  the  Lamb  bad  taken  off  the 
fifth  fcal,  to  difeiofe  the  things  contained  in  that  part 
of  the  foil  which  was  then  opened,  1  Taw  in  my  viGon 
an  affecting  reprdentation  of  martyrs,  that  had  bqpn 
Gam  in  the  then  prefcnt,a6  well  a a  former  persecutions, 
whofc  fouls,  (arriving  their  dead  bodies,  appeared  to 
me  in  allufion  to  temple  fcrvicc,  f  as  proftratingthem- 
(elves  at  the  foot  of  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe  within 
the  fcnfkuary;  a  proper  emblem  to  figriify,  that  the  of¬ 
fering,  which  they  had  made  of  themfelvcs  even  unto 
death,  for  their  faithful  and  profeffed  (objection  to  the 
gofpei  of  Chrift,  and  for  the  noble  witnds  they  had 
bore  to  him  with  conftancy  and  perfeverance  to  the 
end,  was  highly  acceptable  to  God^  through  the  odour 
of  his  inter ceffion* 

ro.  And,  mgthought,  they,  in  an  humble  and  devo¬ 
tional  manner,  cried  out,  with  great  fervency  and  ear- 
neftnefs,  O  Lord)  who  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
iniquity,  and  art  faithful  to  thy  promifea  to  thy  people^ 
and  true  to  thy  threatnings  agaioft  thine  enemies,  how 
long  will  it  be  e*er  thou,  in  the  court  of  thy  provU 
dence,  wilt  glorify  thy  holttids  and  juftice,  and  ?tn* 
dicate  the  honour  of  mine  awn  name,  by  reckoning 
with,  and  taking  fuirable  vengeance  upon  thofe  impla* 
cable  perfecuting^enemtes,  who,  through  thy  great  pa* 
tience,  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  hare  (bed  our  blood  for 
our  (tedfaft  adherence  to  thee  and  thy  caufe?  When 
(hall  the  time  come  for  thy  putting  a  (top  to  their  rage, 
and  bringing  confuGon  upon  their  wicked  defigns,  that 
they  may  no  longer  go  on  to  murder  thy  faints  and 
(ervants  for  righteoulhefs  fake*  * 

11.  And  hereupon  they  appeared,  in  token  of  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God,  as  clothed  with  glorious  Chining 
garments,  the  emblems  of  purity,  honour  and  joy,  even 
robes  of  righteoufnefs,  which  were  put  upon  every  one 
of  them  by  the  free  favour  of  God  :  and,  in  anfwer  to 
their  bumble  enquiry  with  refpeft  to  the  definition 
of  perfectuing  enemies,  and  the  deliverance  of  the 
church  from  tbeirrageon  earth,  they  were  told  that 

Q_  3  tbcy 


NO 

f  At  the  fcen«  cif  tM,  vTfian  vis  lu 
heaven,  (chap.  >v-  1.)  tiff  foah  a/Hcr  tbt 
gfcirftaM  to  be  aa  aUufiaa.  not  Jaifura 
1  fKinh)  ttr  the  blood  ufthe  r<tcri(icr.&  that 
vii  potirvd  one  at  the  foot  of  the  bra¬ 
zen. altar*  which  ftood  in  a  coqrt  with- 
outtfcc  temple,  bat  to  their  being  before 
the  jiiar  tf  jutfvje,  which  wm  within 
the  Hipcfruiry,  anil  To  ultimate*,  that 
the  bipod  ui'tWc  martyrs  was  not  to 


T  E- 

hc  confidcrcd  «  propitiatory  facrificcs, 
bat  aa  offering*  of~a  fpi  ritual  nature, 
like  the  pnijort  <ri*  Ifrael  before  the 
golden  altar  at  the  Lime  ofiaeenfe,  that 
they  might  be  perfumed  try  the  inter- 
tefliem  i»T  Chriilf  to  recommend  the  per- 
foni  and  prayers,  aftd  religion*  ferrieev 
and  CuJfcriug*  af  1m  people  to  4m&f 
acceptance. 


ij\6  Tbe  Revelation  fafaphrafti.  Cb.  vi. 


frllutr-  Jcrvantf 
atfn>  and  thetr 
br«tKr«n  that 
Aonld  be  killed 

At  they  w-w# 
ihnuli  bn  ibUil-* 
U<L 


7  a  And  I  bn- 
he\4  when  bn 
had  opened  the 
fixth  feahandlp, 
therewith  great 
earthquake* 
And  the  fun  be* 
came  black  a* 
fackctocWhair 
end  tbe  norni 
betajoca*  Uopd> 


1}  And  the 
ftm  of  heaven 
fell  onta  tbe 
earth,  even  as  a 
'fig-tree  caftcih 
her  nntiTTiely 
figs  when  flie  is 
Shaken  nfhpit^h'- 
Xf  wind  : 

14  Andthehca- 
ven  departed  as 
a  leroil  when  at 
.i*  rolled  t«ge* 
fbert  and  every 
mountain  And 
{{land  w4re  m & 
ved  not  of  their 
placet  ? 


they  mutt  wait  with  quiefnefs,  and  hope  about  it,  a 
little  longer,  till  the  number  of  martyrs  fhouid  be ''ful¬ 
filled,  by  the  teftiinony  which  others  of  their  fcllpw 
Chriftiaos  and  brethren  were  aHb  to  bear  to  Chnft  and 
his  caufe,  apd  tea)  with  their  blood,  as  they  themfeives 
had  done  bclorc;  and  then  the  troubles  of  the  cburch 
from  Heathen  enemies  ihould  i  purely  ceafe,  and  iflue 
in  a  lUte  of  profperity  and  peace :  herein  referring  moft 
immediately  to  the  (harp,  thougb  fhott  perfection,  un¬ 
der  Diocletian,  which  was  the  laft  that  Arnold  be  in¬ 
flicted  by  the  Pagan  empire ;  and  fhould  be  brought  to 
its  final  period,  by  Conftantinethe  great's  obtafningthq 
imperial  dignity,  and  furmouming  a{l  oppolition  in 
vifiory  over  Licinius,  about  tbe  year  373. 

Seal  VI.j  12.  Accordingly,  when  the  Lamb  had 
broke  open  the  fmh  feat,  and  crpofed  that  part  cq  view 
which- was  before  unrolled,  1  looked,  and  beheld  a  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  moft  terrible  and  Ihocking  confuGoo, 
as  though  atl  nature  were  in  the  ftrongeft  convulfion, 
juft  ready  to  be  diffolved.  it  feemed  to  me,  as  if  thq 
whole  terreftrial  globe  rocked  and  trembled,  and  were 
(halting  to  piepes  byan  univeifel  earthquake ;  and  as  if 
all  the  brightnpfs  of  the  fun  jn  the  firmament  were  tur¬ 
ned  into  the  thickeft  darknels,  and  intp  fhch  a  doleful 
mourning,  as  ufea  to  be  exprefled  by  one's  being  clo¬ 
thed  with  a  garment  of  courfe  fackcloih  made  of  the 
bJackeft  hair;  and  as  if  the  moon  had  loft  all  its  light, 
and  were  turned  into  a  horrid  gloom,  as  red  as  blood.  ’ 

13. '  And»  metbougbr,  1  faw  the  liars  tumble  down 
to  the  earth  from  their  places  in  heaven,  with  as  much 
precipitancy,  as/blighted  or  immature  figs  are  blown 
down  fropa  their  trees  to  the  ground,  when  best  upon 
by  a  violent  florin  of  wind. 

14.  And,  in  this  figurative  reprefentation,  I- beheld 
the  whole  face  of  tbe  firmament '  removed  but  of  its 
place,  and  no  more  expanded  than  if  ir  bad  beep  rolled 
up  together  like  a  huge  fbcet  of  pafebment,  and  en¬ 
tirely  rolled  away;  and  all  the  mountains  and  iflandsof 
tbe  eartb  appeared  at  the  feme  finie,  as  thrown  down 
and  deftroyed,  never  to  be  feen  any  more ;  all  which 
Ggnificd  the  absolute  irrecoverable  overthrow  of  the 
heathen  flare,  and  power  of  the  perfccuting  Rpman 
empire,  together -with  the  whole  frame  of  its  ccdefiafti- 
cal  conftitution,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  degrees 
and  orders  of  people  in  it,  when  Conftantihc  the  great 
mounted  the  throne,  deftroyed  the  pagan  temples  that 
were  often  built  on  mountains,  abolilbed  idolatry  and 
idolatrous  priefts  on  the  iflands,  as  well  as  on  the  con¬ 
tinent. 


15  And  the 
klnp  of  the 
earth,  aed  the 
great  men,  and 
(he  rich  men; 
and  the  chief 
casual  nr,  a  nd  th* 
mighty  men. and 
grery  bond  mail, 
and  every  free- 
man,  bid  there* 
fclveiin  thedenf 
and  ia  therockj 
of  the  mnnu- 
ia±nj; 


\t  And  fiid 
t&tWe»wuntains 
an<l  roc***,  Fall 
on  u>  and  hide 
us  from  the  face 
of  him  that  Jit- 
trtb  on  the 
(fa  rone,  an  Afro  m 
the  wrath  of 
%k&  l^unb  t 
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tineotj  and  dunged  the  whole  empire  from  it.  Heathen 
to  the  Cbriftian  form  of  govern  men  t.  This  grand  and 
furprifing  revolution  was  reptefented  to  me  in  a  like 
emblematical  manner,  as  the  deftruQion  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  church  were  by  the  antient  prophets,  under 
the  ftrong  and  ftriking  figures  of  an  earthquake,  of 
darkening  the  fun  and  moon,  of  the  falling  of  the  fbza, 
and  rolling  the  heavens  together  as  a  fcroll,  and  remo¬ 
ving  the  earth  out  of  its  place ;  and  as  the  deftru&ioa 
of  Jerufalcm  had  been  defer i bed  by  our  hleffcd  Lord* 
£See  Ifa.  xiii.  9—1 y.  and  xriv.  33.  and  xxxiv.  4.  Ezek. 
xxxii.  7.  S.  Hag*  ii.  21.  22.  and  Match,  xxiv.  29.) 

1 5.  And  fuch  was  the  terrible  fright  and  conftema- 
tion  of  alt  ranks  and  degrees  of  Heathen  tdolators  and 
pcrfecurors  at  this  doleful  cataftrpphe,  and  at  the  hea¬ 
vy  punilhment  thereby  infli&ed  on  them,  that  tbofe  of 
the  higheft  authority,  eveitthe  emperors  or  chief  rulers  of 
the  earth*  who  exercifed  royal  dominion  in  the  empire, 
and  the  nobles,  magiftrates  and  governors  of  provinces, 
and  all  the  principal  men  in  authority,  and  the  richeft 
fubjc&s  of  the  umpire,  and  the  moft  bold  and  daring 
foldic rs  and  commanders  of  armies ;  and  men  of  the 
moft  undaunted  courage  that  feared  nothing  before,  and 
people  of  lower  rank,  whether  fervants  or  .matters. 
Haves  or  free  citizens ;  perfons  of  all  characters,  ran  a- 
bont  in  wild  defpair  feeking,  if  poftible,  to  find  fomc 
retiring  place,  as  they  bad  formerly  foreed  the  Chriftiarw 
to  do,  in  obfeure  caves  of  the  earth,  and  in  the  clefts 
and  holes  of  cragged  recks,  or  on  the  tops  of  mountains  } 
and  fo  the  loftinefs  of  all  forts  of  men  was  bowed  down, 
and  their  haoghtinefs  made  low,  as  was  prophefied  of 
thofe  whofc  idols  fhould  be  abolifhed  in  the  days  of 
the  Mcfliah’s  kingdom;  (Ifa.  u.  tj — if.)  And  this 
may  be  conGdered  as  a  thong  and  lively  prefiguration  of 
the  ftill  more  dreadful  confufion  and  difmay  that  will 
feize  all  gracelels  (in tiers,  of  every  charatter,  at  the 
day  of  the  Goal  judgement  and  difTolution  of  all  things* 

16.  And,  amidft  all  this  terror  and  anguifh,  they, 
like  tbe  Ifraelites,  when  God  pumfhed  them  for  their 
idolatry,  (Hof.  x.  8.)  wifhed,  and  called  in  vain  for 
mountains  and  rocks  to  tumble  down  upon  their  heads, 
and  overwhelm  and  cruth  them  to  death,  if  by  this 
means  they  might poflibly  be  fheltcred  and  bid  from  the 
prefence  of  the  inccnfed  God,  who,  as  fovereign  of the 
univerfe,  was  reprefented  as  fitting  upon  the  throne  i 
and  from  the  righteous  vengeance  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  for 
the  furious  oppofition  they  had  made  to  him  and  his 

caufe. 
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17  Fop  the 
great  day  of  his 
wrath  is  con>t: 
and  who  (hall 
be  able  to  ft  and. 


caufe,  and  for  the  cruelties  they  had  exercifed  upon  hU 
members,  whofe  juft  refentinents,  though  a  Iamb  for 
mceknefs  were  i.ow  kindled  again  ft  them,  and  vhom 
they  provoked  to  a£t  the  part  of  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  (chapi  ?,  5*)  by  tearing  them  in  pieces,  when 
there  was  none  to- deliver  them.  (Pf,  I,  22.) 

17.  For  they  found*  by  woful  experience,  that  the 
Ggnal  threatened  day  of  Chrift's  terrible  jufticc  was  then 
come  in  its  fevered  executions  ;  and  therefore,  under  a 
fenfe  of  guilt,  they  cried  qut  with  bitter  agony,  horror 
and  defpdfj  who  of  us  all  lhall  he  able  to  etcape,  refift, 
or  bear  the  fcry  indignation^  that  now  comes  fonh  to 
devour  us  ? 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  glorious  are  the  triumphs  of  the  gofpel,  when  thrift  rides  forth  upon 
it,  with  all- conquering  Itrength,  to  fobdue  his  enemies,  and  mate  a  willing 

Ke  to  bimfelf ’  And  yet  how  many  are  the  trials  of  Faith  and  patience,  that 
ffera  his  followers  to  undergo,  even  unto  death,  for  their  fidelity  to  him  ! 
But  they  need  not  be  difmayed  ordifeouraged  at  them  1^  for  In  a  little  time  the 
cry  of  their  blood  fliril  be  heard,  and  God  will  avenge  himfelf  on  their  perfecu- 
ting  euemics/-~Ii>  what  a  dangerous  ftatc  are  the  oppofm  of  Chrift  and  bis  gof- 
pel !  They  are  liable  to  be  cut  off  from  the  earth  by  terrible  judgemeabt 
luch  as  war,  famine,  peftilencc,  and  every  kind  of  violent  death*  And  ah  ! 
the  oociftcmation,  horror  and  dtftnay,  that  trill  pierce  their  guilty  fouls, 
when'  the  whole  frame  of  this  world  fliaO  be  diflolved,  and  the  great  day  uf 
wrath  lhall  come  I  Then  all  ranks  and  orders  among  them,  from  the  grea?tft 
piogaych  to  the  meaneft  pea&nu  and  the  ihoR  bold  and  daring  of  them  all, 
ihdfl  tremble  befart  the  great  God,  and  the  provoked  Lamb ;  and  they  would 
rather  have  rocks  and  mountains  fall  on  them  to  cruA  them  to  death,  and,  if 
poffible,  into  an  annihilation,  than  feel  the  terrors  of  divine  vengeance,  which 
they  can  neither  efcapc,  nor  bear*  Hut  O  the  unfpeakablc  liappiiurfs  of  the 
faints  after  all  their  troubles,  which  lhall  foon  have  an  eml !  Though  tnen  may 
Bill  their  bodies,  they  cannot  kill  their  fouls ;  but  they  fhall  go  to  God,  and 
find  acceptance  with  him  through  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  (hall  be  clothed  with 
iltoftriouf  robes'  of  fpottefs  purity,  and  immortal  honour  and  delight;  Ard 
when  the  number  of  holy  martyrs  and  fufferers  for  Ghriit  Hull  be  completed, 
and  their  teftiqumyto  him  be  finished,  they  (hall  join  the  glorious  multitude 
that  are  already  in  heaven,  and  be  ever  with  tbe  Lord* 


CHAP* 


Ch.  ?il. 


Tie- Revelation  farap bnsfed.  -349 


CHAP.  VII. 

A  paufe  between  the  two  firfi  grand  periods,  reprefents  a  Jbort  refpite 
from  perfecatim t  for  the  comfort  of  the  faints,  from  about  the  pear 
3'ij  <0337,  1—3.  And  their  peace,  happinefs  and fifety,  as  jtgni- 
fied  by  an  angel's  feeding  144000,  4 — B.  A  chorus  if  the  asshole 

church ,  with  which  the  holy  angels  join  in  a  fmg  of  fr as fe  an  tbit 
joyful  occafon,  9 — 12.  And  one  if  the  elders  wfomtt  the  apofte  of 
the  unfpeakahle  blejjednejt  and  glory  if  thofe  that  ■  fujfered  martyr* 
does for  Chrijl,  13 — 17 1 


'Text. 


Paraphrase. 


And  «ftc* 

thefe 

tuiu£sE  lav  four 
anmcU  (landing 
un  the  four  ear¬ 
ner*  »!Uiecarth| 
the  four 
vlrnij  of  the 
earth,  that  the 
wind  JhmU  net 
Hnr  w  the 
earth,  nor  on 
the  Tea,  nor  on 
any  tree. 


1.  A  HD  after  the  view  I  was  favoured  with,  of  the 
IA  things  difcoered  by  the  opening  of  the  firft  fix 
fails,  relating  to  the  definition  of  the  Heathen  idola¬ 
trous  Roman  power,  I  had  another  vifion,  in  which  1 
beheld  four  angels  or  radfengets,  that  were  to  be  the 
inftrmnnrts  of  providence  for  executing  judgements  in 
due  fcafcrn  on  the  Roman  empire,  after  it  bad  publicly 
embraced  Chriilunity :  They  appeared  to  me  as  (land- 
tag  at  the  uunoft  bounds  of  the  northern,  eaftern,  wef- 
tern,  andfeuthern  parts  of  the  earth,  and  as  detaining 
the  four  winds  which  blow  from  thofe  cardinal  points*, 
that  none  of  them  as  yet  might  rife  and  fpread  malig¬ 
nant  influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  continent,  or 
of  the  illands  in  the  fea,  or  upon  the  fruits  of  the 
ground;  thereby  intimating,  that  as  the  judgements 
of  God  and  pernicious  dotlrines  are  compared  to  winds, 
(Jer.  xlix.  36.  37.  and  li.  1.  z.  Eph.  ty.  14.  and  Jude 
yer.  12.}  fo  their  being  held  back  was  an  emblem  to 
(ignify,  that,  for  the  prefsnt,  tberclhould  be  a  calm  and 
peaceful  ftare  of  the.church  and  empire,  free  from  com¬ 
motions  and  difturbances  by  any  grots  errors  on  one 
hand,  or  opprdlicns.  and  defolating  judgements  on  the 
other  ;  which  may  be  confide  red  as  taking  place,  for  a 
few  years,  after  Cbnftianity  was  eftabliilied  by  Con- 
ftantinc  the  great,  apd  became  the  religion  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire,  which  continued  in  a  peaceful  (late  during 
jiis  life,  from  about  the  year  323  to  the  year  337. 


NOTE. 

*  ft  iff  mofl  commonly  agreed,  that  are  expo  He  d  to  injuries  by  ternpeftapn* 
the  Vm da  here  mentioned  are  emblem*  Winds;  and  i  know  not,  whether  any 
of  di fine  judgements,  lint  the  earth,  fea  thing  more  particular  be  certainly  in* 
and  tree*  art  va  r  ion  lly  interpreted  with,  tended;  hut,  if  it  be,  what  U  fuggefad 
great  uncertainty,  aecnrding  to  differ-  in  the  p*raphrnfe  bids  as  fair  for  it# 
ent  cnnjedlnret  of  ttpoTiuirs*  The  ge  -  in  my  thought^  a*  any  other  cnujoc- 
ncnl  fenfe  w  more  eafily  apprehended*  turCs 
while  they  sr*  cunJidcred  u  thing*  tiivt 


*5® 


The  ^  ktilitioh  par&phrajtA.  Cb.  vii. 


2  And  I  fnw 
*  not  her  angel  a- 
fc  ending  from 
the  ealt,  having 
the  feat  of  the 
living  God T  mi 

hr  cried  with  a 

lond  voice  la 
the  four  angds» 
to  whom  it  was 
given  to  bart 
the  earth  and 
the  fra, 

3  SayingpThirt 
not  the  earth, 
neither  the  fea^ 
nnr  the  trees, 
tilt  we  havefeal- 
eri  the  iervunts 
of  onr  God  in 
their  forcbcadf. 


2.  3.  And,  to  fliew  that  this  reAraint  was  to  be  only 
for  a  little  while,  l  beheld  another  angel,  or  divine 
meflirnger,  of  fuperior  authority,  coming  up  from  the 
eaftern  quarter  with  an  emblem  of  the  high  eft  honour, 
and  power,  figuified  by  his  having  the  feal  of  the  only 
living  and  true  Ued ;  f  and  he  cried  with  Sovereign  au¬ 
thority,  great  earneftiiefs  aitd  companion  for  bis  people, 
and  with  a  ftrong  voice  loud  enough  to  be  heard  at  the 
molt  diftant  parts  of  the  earth  by  the  other  four  angels, 
that  had  received  a  commifEon  to  execute  judgement  in 
God's  time  and  way,  according  to  his  will,  upon  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  frying  to  them,  ftay  ymir 
hands  for  a  frafon,  and  execute  no  judgements  on  any 
part  of  the  empire,  till  we,  who  are  authorifed,  in  our 
different  order,  to  take  care  of  the  Aunts  and  fervaius 
of  dur  covenant  God,  have  pot  a  feal  upon  them  for 
diftinguifhing,  preferving,  and  appropriating  them,  as 
a  peculiar  people  to  him,  and  for  making  them  as  evi* 
dentlv  known  to  be  fo,  as  if.  they  were  vifibly  marked 
on  their  foreheads,  in  token  of  his  owning  and  fparing 
them,  as  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  the  pafcbal 
lamb  on  the  door  polls  of  the  children  of  Ifradi  and 
the  mark  ordered  to  be  let  on  the  foreheads  of  thofo 
that  cried  and  fighed  for  the  abominations  in  the  midlt 
of  jerufalcm,  were  the  tokens,  by  which  they  were  to 
be  fared  from  the  judgments  that  were  to  fall  upon  o- 
thers.  (Exod.  xii.  12.  13.  23.  and  Ezek.  ix.  4—6.)  By 
this  was  intimated  that  the  terrible,  defolations  and  pes¬ 
tilential  heretics,  which  were  to  be  denounced  by  the 
feven  trumpets  under  the  fevaitb  foal, was  to  be  executed 

upon 


NOTE. 


t  This  other  angel  frcxrx  to  have  been 
Chrilt  bimfdii  who  u  fpoken  as  a  jnUh- 
(chap.  x,  1 )  and  the  aiifclof 
GuiT*  (f(.  ixjil.  Q  )  and  is  cal* 

led,  by  way  of  cmlncnrc.  his  angrl  that 
begirt  his  name, and  the  angel  nr  meflen^ 
ger  of  the  raven*  nr;  (Exnd  xxilL  zo ■*- 
2J-  and  Malar*  iii,  |  )  sini  wU  rufe  as 
the  Sun  of  Ri^htefmfnef*,  and  the  day 
fpring  fwtm  on  high,  {Malar  ir,  3.  and 
3  wkc  I,  came  from  Judea*  the 

caivevn  part  of  the  Roman  He 

appeared  with  on  eminent  enf*j»w  oFImv 
nout-,  as  having  tbt  feal  of  the  living 
God  u pun  Limi  Jf,  power  to  feal 

bis  Servants ;  »ml  fyo kc  with  the  aocho- 
Ht'  ofaGod  in  commiindififv  itie  other 
four  angel*  U)  refrain  from  extcnnnjq* 
ofj judgements,  till  he  had  done  this  im- 
'pflrttnt  work  in  fftvotiv  of  iii|  cUivk 
How,  to  vliom  tan  all  this  he  fo  pro¬ 
perly  applied,  as  to  Chrilt  tuinfcltf  He 


is  the  bead  and  Lord  of  all  the  angels, 
ifid  is  in  his  olEpc-cs  parity  feaJed  by 
God  the  Father ;  John  vl  *7*)  he 
only*  together  with  the  Father  and  Spi¬ 
rit,  knows  his  fliitep,  or  thole  that  arc 
bis  ;  f  John  X-  r4-  and  2  Tim*  il  t<r)  and 
(o  he  only,  exclnfive  of  all  crcatnrrs, 
hud  a  ctmSa  knowledge  of  them*  and 
fufficient  power  and  ttiuhnriiy  to  feal 
theni  with  hh  Holy  Spirit,  w  hereby  he 
marks,  (lifting  nifties  and  feewm  them 
unto  the  day  of  redemption.  (Kph.  iv, 
JO)  And  as  in  feal iit£t hole  that  belong 
to  bimt  he  acts  in  the  character  of  Me¬ 
diator,  njid  makes  life  of  gofpel  wioi- 
fterj»in  tint  work,  he  is  fitly  repre Tent¬ 
ed  naan  angel, nod  they  may  be  fappolcd 
to  he  included,  in  a  fabiervient  tray  of 
opfrifmii,  with  himfelC  when  he  Uid, 
hurt  i tit  the  wtb%  Jfce*  ////  w  hjvc  fc^b 
cit  tic  Jcrveats  of  pur, Cod  tu  tbcfrfm* 
hcods*  (ver-  3,) 


Qh.  xlu 


4  And  J  heard 
tk  number  of 
O.vji  which 
iv?:x  fcukd  i  a  i 

tk  rc  w.r*  fed* 
rd,  an  hundred 

iiM  /  fftrtj1 

lour  tboofand, 
of  M  the  tribe* 
^  the  children 
ai'Hrati. 


5  Of  the  tribe 

of  JntJfliij  vert 
/cafcd  twelve 

tliftulftnd*  Oft  be 
tribe  of  R*^ 
hen  ww  fealed 
twelve  rhba- 
find.  Of  th'e 
tribe  of  Gad 
tv/1/  fra  led 
twelve  thou* 
fend, 

6  Of  the  tribe 
of  Ajcr  wfv 
felled-  '  twelve 
tb^tifand-  Oft  be 
tribe  of  Ueph* 
I'nli^wrdeal* 
ed  twelve  i hua- 
fa  nd.  Of  the 
tribe  of  Manof* 
fra  v/rv  ft  3  Led 
twelve  thou* 
find 

7  Ofthe  tribe 

of  Simeon  v:rc 
fealrd  twelve 
thou  fend*  Of 
t  he  tribe  ofl.cvi 
w-«  ■  fealed 

twelve  thou- 
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upon  the  Romifh  antichri  Ilian  empire,  {honld  be  defer* 
red  for  a  while,  tilt  in  chat  interim  many  converts  Ibottld 
he  brought  to  Terre  the  Lord  in  fpirit  and  truth,  and  to 
make  a  free  and  open  profeflion  of  his  name,  and  fhoEtt- 
be  taken  into  his  fpecial  favour  and  pn>te£Hdh. 

4.  And  hereupon  methought  I  heard  i '  declaration 
of  the  number,  that  were  thus  dHtinguilbingly  marked 
and  appropriated  to  the  Lord ;  and  they,  wbo  were 
thus  evidently  fet  apart  for  him,  and  perfectly  known 
to  him,  were  figuratively  expreffed  by  one  hundred  and 
forty -four  thoufand,  a  large  determinate  put  for  an  in¬ 
determinate  number,  as  multiplied  by  twelve,  a  fquare 
root,  and  then  by  a  thouGmd,  to  be  an  emblem  of  all 
the  chofen  and  called  of  God  in  that  age,  wbo  were 
referved  to  him  and  huilt  upon  Chrift,  tne  foundation 
which  was  laid  in  the  doftrine  of  the  twelve  apo flies, 
and  who  Ihouid.make  2  brave  and  bold  profeflion  of  the 
pure  gofpel  in  the  Chriftian  church,  confiiting  of  Gen* 
tile  as  well  as  Jewifi)  believers,  which  were  his  truely 
fpiritual  Ifrael,  and  fpoken  of  as  fuch,  in  allufion  to 
the  .twelve  faithful  tribes  that  fprang  from  Jacob, 
who,  on  his  having  power  with  God,  was  called  Ifrael, 
(Gen.  xxxii-  28.)  and  whole  pofterity  were  the  true  and 
vifible  church,  according  to  God’s  covenant  with  A* 
braham.  {Gen.  xvii,  7— 9  ) 

5.  6.  7.  8.  Of  thefe  there  were  fealed  twelve  thou¬ 
fand,  as  if  fit  many  were  reckoned  ro  the  tribe  of  Ju¬ 
dah,  from  which  our  Lord  in  his  human  nature  fprang, 
and  which  therefore  has  the  honour  of  heing  firll  re¬ 
ferred  to.  In  like  manner  twelve  thoufand  were  (hal¬ 
ed,  as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  Jacob's  eld- 
ell  Ton,  though  hy  his  iniquity  he  loft  the  honour  and 

Jrtvile^e  of  the  firll  born,  which  were  transferred  to 
udah.  Twelve  thoufand  more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckon¬ 
ed  to  the  tribe  of  Gad.  Twelve  thou  Hind  more  were 
fealed,  as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Afher.  T weive 
thoufand  more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe 
ofNaphtau,  Twelve  thoufind  more  were  fealed,  as  if 
reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Manafleh.  Twelve  thoufand 
more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe  Of  Simeon. 
Twelve  thousand  more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckoned  to 
the  tribe  of  Levi.  'Twelve  thoufand  more  were  fealed, 
as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Iflachar.  Twelve  thonfand 
more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  Zebu- 
Ion.  Twelve  thoufand  more  were  fealed,  as  if  reckon¬ 
ed  to  the  tribe  of  jofeph,  one  of  the  darling  Tons  of  Ja¬ 
cob.  And  tweh*e  thoufand  more  were  fealed,  as  if 
reckoned  to  the  tribe  of  iienjaqun,  his  other  chief  fa¬ 
vourite 
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fond.  or  tii* 

tribe  of  Ifocbar 
twrrv  lea 

twelve  thou* 
fopd 

8  Of  the  tribe 

ttfZabuloi)  •mrrt 
felled  twelve 
rhmjfUnd.  Of'tb* 
tribe  of  Jtfcpb 
W tre  foaled 

Twelve  thou* 
land  Of  the 
tribe  of  Benja- 
uin  v*rt  feaied 
twelve  thou- 
fand. 

9  After  rbie  I 
beheld,  and  Jo* 
0  J>r«at  nwh- 
tnde»  which  00 
man  could  num¬ 
ber,  of  all  aati- 
njt«,  ■  and  km- 
dreds,  and  yea- 

pUffLudtoo^uea, 

ttood  before  the 
throne,  end  be¬ 
fore  the  La  tub, 
clothed  with 
white  robes,*  nd 
mime  in  their 
Lands; 


vourire  fon.  All  thtCc  make  up  together  one  hundred 
and  forty  four  thoufand,  in  which  account  of  them, 
the  tribes  of  Dan  and  Ephraim  are  paffrd  by,  as  having 
been  ring- leaders  of  Idolatry,  (Jodg.  xviii.  30,  31* 
1  King,  xiu  28—30.  and  Hof.  it.  17*}  and  fo  not  fit  to 
bear  a  p  irt  in  the  emblems  of  the  pure  church  of  Chrift. 
But  in  their  Head,  the  reckoning  refers  to  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  though  they  bad  no  inheritance  with  the  reft  in 
the  land  of  ifrael,  (Numb,  xvtii.  24.  and  Jolh.  xiii. 
33.)  and  to  the  tribe  of  Joftph,  the  cldeft  of  Jacobi 
molt  beloved  fons,  to  whole'  two  ions  Jacob  gave  fuch 
a  b) eflfmg  as  might  cotiftitnte  them  heads  of  diftindt 
tribes.  (Gen-  *lviiu  14—  20-) 

9.  After  this  vifion  of  the  peaceful  and  profperous 
Ihte  of  tbofc  on  earth,  that  were  faithful  to  Chrift,  and 
marked  out  as  a  peculiar  people,  +  1  had  another  vifion 
of  the  glorious  flare  of  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven, 
10  encourage  and  comfort  me  and  all  fin  cere  beUevcts, 
agamft  the  greateft  violence  of  perfecurion,  that  would 
follow  the  convcrfion  of  the  ftoman empire  in  fuccccd- 
ing  ages  of  amtehriftian  tyranny. and  idolatry;  And  1 
beheld  with  admiration  and  imnfports  of  joy,  a  vaft 
multitude,  which,  though  difttnQly  "known  to  God, 
and  comparatively  fpeaking,  but  a  remnant  and  little 
flock,  yet  absolutely,  and  in  itfelf  ccntfidercd,  is  fo 
great  as  to  exceed  Ac  power  of  any  creature  to  caft  up, 

and 


N  O 

f  The  former  vifioo  of  the -144000 
that  were  foaled,  1  apprehend  to  be  a 
nrpreftofatitHi  of  the  fl ate. of  the  true 
Church  on  earth,  for  a  little  interval 
then  coming  on,  as  confuting  not  mere¬ 
ly  of  the  natural  foed  of  ifrael,  the  con¬ 
verts  from  which  wrre  not  fo  luune- 
rona  that  time ;  but  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles  together,  though  it  be  figu¬ 
ratively  exprvflid  hr  foaling  thoftof  the 
twelve  tribe*  of  ifrael.  but  this  fol¬ 
lowing  nfionT  as  f  take  If,  is  of  the 
'Church  triumphant  in  heaven,  con  fitt¬ 
ing  of  all  true  believe n  of  all  natiovf, 
that  cither  had,  or  ever  JhouM  fuHer 
martyrdom  for  tbrir  fidelity  to  thrift: 
For  it  relates  to  their  glorious  and 
bkffed  fete,  into  unnoft  purity  and 
perfection,  after  they  fliall  have  gut 
through  their  tribulation*,  when  God 
will  dwelt  among  them,  and  wipe  a- 
wiy  all  tears  from  their  eye*,  (vwr.  icj 
**-*7.)  which,  in  this  prophetic  book 
is,  I  think.  dcfcri|pruve  of  the  heaven* 
ly  ftaie  ;  (chap,  xxl  3*  4*)  Anti  imired 
all  the  cxprriTtons  here  ufttl  are  too 


r  -e, 

ftroug  and  magnrficcnttobe  applied  to 
any  date  of  the  church  on  earth  ;  uu- 
fcfs  we  fuppofo,  with  fpme,  that  it  re¬ 
lates  to  the  MiHcnium*  But  the  dif- 
tsrot  prospect  of  the  time*  when  that 
fhonld  be,  feeias  oat  fo  well  iiiittd  to 
fuj^ortthe  fohb  and  patience  of  fiif- 
ftrmp  feints  in  the  approaching  and 
fucccvding  ages,'  (which  is  the  evident 
intention  of  this  prophecy)  ,aa  a  rrpre- 
fenUtmn  of  then-  ftiil  more  glorious 
dignity  and  triumph  in  heaven  to  which 
they  {hall  be  admitted,  immediately 
after  their  tribulations  on  earth,  iu 
their  fcveral  ages,  till  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  them  (hall  be  complied ;  when 
a  .chorus  of  all  the  holy  angels  fhali  join 
■their  (bugs,  ver.  11,  "And  all  the  in- 
numerable  company  of  angels  can 
fcarce  bethought  to  leave  their  habita¬ 
tion  in  heaven,  and  come  down  to  live 
a  thoufand  yean  with  the  faints  on 
earth  ;  nor  ra  any  hint  of  that  khul  gi¬ 
ven  in  tUtdtfeription  of  i\$  hliUfntoin 
gtory*. 


Cb.fiJ.  7feRsYElATro  H  paraphrafei. 


253 


fo  4nd  cried 
vptth  alou^oir« 
fay  tag, 

ah  tn  our  God, 
which  fittcth 
a:)on  the  throne 
and  wnta  the 

Umh 


n  And  all  the 
angel*  Itnod 
rmuid  atarnt  the 
throng  nh< 1  a* 
list  the  tldcn, 
aud  the  four 
bra  (Li,  and  fill 
belVe  the 
throne  on  their 
f1 and  war- 
Jbipptd  God| 

12  Saying  A- 

Aeiti  BlHfipg, 
and  Alary*  and 
wifdori^  and 
thanfcrgiWDg, 
and  h«nanr, 
and  power j  and 
might  be  unto 
our  God,  for  c- 
Yer  and  tw* 
AlfMB. 


and  give  their  fum  total,  as  they  are  colle&ed  together 
in  confluence  of  their  haring  been  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb,  (chap.  v.  9.)  out  of  all  nations,  and 
families,  .and  k  tit  dials,  and  people  of  different  langua¬ 
ges,  whereloever  they  were  Icartered  through  the  earth. 
Thefc  flood  with  holy  boidnefs  and  full  acceptance  be¬ 
fore  .the  throne  of  glory,  and  before  Jefus  Cnrift,  who 
appeared  as  a  Lamb  that  had  been  flain,  (chap.  y.  6. 
12.)  to  recommend  them  to  the  divine  favour  by  his 
merit  and  mediation ;  and  they  were  arrayed  with  il- 
luflrious  robes  of  righteoufne&,  the  emblems  of  honour 
and  acceptance,  purity  and  fublirae  pleafure ;  and  car¬ 
ried  palm  branches  in  their  hands,  the  tokens  of  vi£ko- 
ry  and, triumph,  joy. and  praife,  like  the  hofannahs  that 
were  fang  by  the  Jews  at  their  feafl  of  tabernacles. 
(See  the  paraph rafe  and  note  on  Match,  xxi.  9.)  ' 

10.  And  they  lifted  up  their  voices  with  zealous, 
loud  and  cheerful  acclamations,  faying,  wc  aferibe  all 
the  glory,  not  only  of  our  happy  and  complete  deliver¬ 
ance  from  the  feveritics  of  perfecurions,  but  '  from  all 
the  evil  of  fin  and  forrow  on  earth,  and  of  deferred 
wrath  and  ruin  in  hell  a  and  we  give  the  glory  of  our 
advancement  to  all  the  dignity  and  blcffedne&of  heaven 
entirely  and  atone  to  our  gracious,  reconciled,  and 
covenant  God  and  Father,  who  fits  with  augufl  nu* 
jefty  on  bis  imperial  throne,  and  is  the  original  con¬ 
triver,  appointer  atfd  giver  of  all  falvation;  and  to  the 
great  Redeemer,  who  was  {lain,  as  a  Iamb  offered  in 
facrifiee  to  expiate  our  fins,  and  procure  that  falvation 
which  is  in  him  with  eternal  glory. 

if,  13.  And  methougbt  the  whole  hofl  of  angels  ajv- 
peared  as  (hading  round  about  the  throne,  and  encir¬ 
cling  the  rcprcfcntatives  of  the  whole-  church,  and  of 
its.  miniftring  fcrvants  *  and  they  proflrarmgtbemfclvcs 
with  the  deepeft  humility,  reverence  and  adoration  bc- 
fore.the  imperial  throne,  joined  in  concert  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  aflemhly  and  church  of  the  firfl-fcorn,  (Heb.  xii. 
22.  23.)  offering  up  tb:inkfj>i sings  ind  praifes  to  God 
with  them,  laying,  as  they  h.id  before  in  alcriptions  of 
glorv  to  God  and  the  Lamb,  (chap.  v.  1 1 — 1 3.}  Amen, 
We  heartily  concur  in  this  joyful  fnng.  May  all  de¬ 
vout  and  liolemn  acknowledgements  and  adorations  of 
God,. as  infinitely bleffed  in  himfeif,  and  die  fountain 
of  all  hleffcdnefs  to  others;  and  may  all  aferiptions  of 
hondur,  in  coufideration  of  his  divine  perfections,  and 
wonderful  \/orks  of  nature,  providence,  grace  and  glo¬ 
ry,  and  of  the  confummate  wifilom  that  (Junes  forth  In 
them  all ;  and  may  all  tbankfgivings  for  every  favour  of 
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13  A nd  one  tit 
ffte  elders  an¬ 
swered,  faying 
unto  What 
arc  thefe  which 
are  a  rayed  in 
W  like  robes?  and 
whence  come 
t htyl 


t4  Andlfaid 
ttnto  him.  Sir, 
thou  hjuu'rlL 
And  he  fold  to 
me,  Thefe  are 
they  which  came 
out  nJ'jp-eat  »rl» 
Litl^tion  ,  and 
have  wafted 
their  rebel,  end- 
made  them 
wbkc  in  the 
blond  of  the 
Lamb* 


15  Tfierefiipe- 
are  they  before 
the  throng  of 


Cud,  and  Serve 
him  day  aiMi 


trljhtlnblttrra 
pk :  and  he  thar 
frteth  on  the 
throne  ft  *11 
dv»ell  amoncr 
them-  & 


a  temporal*  fpiritual,  and  eternal  nature;  and  the  high* 
eft  ascriptions  that  are  due  from  angels  and  men,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  mod  folemn  acknowledgements  of  -bis  u- 
mverfd  dominion,  and  almighty  power,  be  paid  to  our 
great  and  glorious  God  to  the  endJefs  ages  of  eternity  1 
Amen*  fo  it  ought  to  be,  fo  we  heartily  defire  it  may  be, 
ind  to  we  firmly  believe  it  fhall  be, 

13.  Then  one  of  the  befbrementioned  elders*  or  re-, 
preftntativcs  df  the  church,  came  near,  as  another  of 
them  had  done  on  a  former  occafion,  (chap.  v.  y.)  and 
called  me  to  engage  my  attention,  and  10  enquire  what 
my  thoughts  were  of  this  illtiftrioiis  company,  faying, 
Do  you  underftand  the  meaning  of  this  vifion?  Who 
think  you  are  thefe  excellent  perfons  that  appear  fo 
glorioulLy  apparelled  with  glittering  fpotlefs  robes  i  And 
from  what  condition,  and  how  is  it  that  they  came 
hither. 

14.  To  which  I  anfwertd  in  an  humble,  modeft  and 
refpedful  manner,  and  with  a  free  confrffion  of  my 
own  ignorance,  you.  Sir,  understand  thefe  things  much 
better  than  I,  and,  as  it  lies  in  your  power,  TGiould  e- 
(teem  it  a  great  favour,  if  you  would  plcafe  particularly 
to  inform  me  of  them.  Then,  to  give  me  a  clear  and 
fatiafying  account  of  this  delightful  feene,  he  readily  re¬ 
plied,  this  glorious  fhining  and  palm  bearing  multitude 
arc  the  faithful  faints  and  fervarus  of  Chi  iff,  ih:;t  have 
bravely  encountered  fore  trials  and  afflictions  for  his 
name’s  fake  on  earth  ;  (like  thofe  mentioned  chap,  vu 
9  — 1 1 .}  and  fo  through  much  tfi&vLithn  have  entered 
into  the  kingdom  of  God :  {i\£ Is  xiv.  22  )  and  the  fpieu* 
did  robes  ot  perfect  righteoufnefs  in  which  they  fhine, 
are  not  purified  and  brig  h tried  by  iheir  own  fuffcrir^, 
or  the  blood  of  manyrdom,  any  more  than  ty  ih.ir 
tears  of  repentance,  or  their  own  obedience;  but  mere¬ 
ly  by  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  Not  ad 
literally  waffled  with  it,  which  would  have  made  them 
red  inltead  of  white ;  but  as  fhed,  and  applied  in  its 
merit  and  virtue  for  the  remilllon  of  their  fins,  and  fot 
their  complete  jufttficarion,  andfpotlefs  purity, through 
faith  in  him.  (fte*Eph.  15^*2^,) 

15.  It  is  on  this  account,  as  the  Only  meritorious  of 
deferring  caufe  of  it,  that  they  are  now  etalted  to  a 
ftate  of  the  fuhlimcft  purity  and  dignify,  joy  and  pnufe, 
in  the  immediate  pfefcnce  of  God  as  fitting  upon  his 
heavenly  throne  ;  and  that  they  mediant  fy  worfhip,  a- 
dore  and  glorify  Mm,  as  his  attendants,  in  his  holy  ami 
blefled  habitation  on  high,  which,  though  properly 
fpeakingj  there  is  no  night  nor  darknefs  in  that  flate, 

(chap. 
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(chap  xxiu  5.}  may  be  called!  their  ferving  Aim  day 
and  nig Af,  in  attufian  to  the  priefts  and  Levites,  who 
continually  ferved  God  by  night,  as  yrcll  as  by  day,  in 
the  tabernacle  and  temple,  (PR  ciaiv.  r.)  and  his  glo¬ 
rious  majefty,  who  fits  upon  the  throne,  will  ever  bare 
the  moft  intimate  comm  union  with  them,  and  gra* 
cioos  refidence  among  them,  to  cofifummaxe  their  fe¬ 
licity 

16  t \tcj  fliali  nS.  In  this  honourable  and  hlifsful  ftatcy  they,  accord* 

n”riUer"h^rftr^  *n8 t0  meaning  of  antieiit  prophecy,  (If  xlii. 

nymnTT,d«itlier  10*)  flu  11  never  have  *any  painful  appetites,  like  thofe 
nmikhefq&liutic  of  until tLsfied  hunger  and  thirft;  nor  any  cravings  of 
m*  teb  ^  S*  8rcatcr  hsppinefff  than  they  enjoy,  much  lefs  of  earthly 
things,  and  much  left  fttll  of  carnal  and  fenfual  plea> 
fures:  Nor  ftialJ  they  ever  be  molefted  any  morejyitfi 
fiery  trials  that  fcorch  like  the  ftui  in  its  full  ftrengtbj 
nor  be  made  gneafy,  or-  incommoded  by  tin  or  Satan* 
a(Hi£tion$  or  labours  of  any  kind,  that  are  uncomfort¬ 
able,  tedious,  and  irkfome,  like  the  heat  of  a  fuicry 
day, 

r7  For  t he  1 7*  For  ae  to  their  not  hungring  nor  thtrfting,  the 
Lamb  which  i*  exalted  Lamb  of  God,  who,  in  dittinftion  from  the  faints 
in  the  raida  of  anj  ang^  that  ftind  before,  and  round  about  the 
them,  and  throne,  (vcr*  9*  ii-)  fits  with  his  Heavenly  Father* 
tint!  lead  them  paffeffedof  all  divine  majefty  and  power,  as  God-man 
iiiutiUviiictfimii-  Mediator,  in  his  throne-  (chap,  iii,  2t.)  He  will  per- 
tatus  «fw4Ters:  p^^iy  fupplv  and'fitiatc  them  with  the  richefl  erucr- 
vine  away  all  tain  merits,  and  will  conduct  uwvt  to  the  fountain- 
tear*  front  beir  bead  of  ever*  flowing,  over  flowing,  and  ever  living - 
■J**  and  reviving  confolarions :  And,  as  to  their  being  freed 

from  ail  uncalinefs,  the  great  and  bleffed  God  will  en¬ 
tirely  take  away  ail  caufes  ami  appearances  of  trouble 
from  them ;  and  as  a  tender  mother*  not  only  fucklcs 
her  child,  but  wipes  off  the  mournful  tears  that  trickle 
down  from  its  eyes,  and  doth  all  ihe  can  to  cheer  and 
comfort  it,  fo  their  God  will  effectually  remove  all 
forrow  from,  their  hearts,  and  every  token  of  it ;  all 
former  grievances  being  palled  away-  (chap.  xxi.  4,) 


fcECOLLUCTIONS. 

^  With  what  kindcirfs,  rare*  and  lenrtcmt'fc  *Wh  God  hia  people,  by 

giviDcthem  feafonabje  refpitea  from  the  troubles  of  this  evil  world!  Ye a,  ft* 
^rcat  h  his  favour  toward  them,  that,  for  their  rakes,  hr  mercifully  ;:virlfi 
fftbiic  judgemrnu  from  (hofe  naiious  of  thal  perrrrt  them  to  litfe  in 

pesoe  and  Safety  ;  ard  when,  through  the  n^rurtiiw  of  perfreutiom* 

and  errors  threaten  the  church  of  Chrift.  lie  will  take  rfW\u;d  care  of  his  (fail¬ 
ed  ones,  and  have  a  vaft  many  ihoofandsov  hen*  below  to  own,  honour 
and  frrve  h^m*  Hw  fhwiM  it  animate  *'ieir  SYtth,  pi.iftrce*  and  courage,  im* 
all  their  tribuhrioni  for  thrift,  toiiiitik  of  ;Ue  gSm-i-si;*,  final, -and  crc-mal 
iffbe  gf  them  ail-  God,  intbcridits  of  Lis  grace*  will  abundantly  mure  than 

com* 
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compensate  thrir  frtereft  bardfliips  for  hi  a  fake.  Innumerable  multitude*  of 
them  from  among  all  nations  flutl  ftiine  m  Hie  brighteft  robes  of  purity  righfe- 
oufnrft  and  glory,  ns  made  white  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb;  and  they  fliall 
triumph,  as  with  palms  of  victory t  joy,  and  praife  in  their  hands ;  ami  fhnTl 
worfhtp  God  with  unwearied  and  uninterrupted  pleafure  in  his  heavenly  temple 
above.  God  himfdf,  as  fitting  cm  bin  throac  of  glory,  will  dwell,  in  the  muft 
immediate  anil  delightful  manner  among  them,  to  bauifh  all  uneafiurfs  far  fru:n 
thrm ;  and  hr,  as  the  original  fountain,  and  jefuft  Ciirifl:  as  the  purchafer,  and 
immediate  beftower  of  nil  poftiMt  blefftdnefs,  will  refrelh  and  completely  fatif* 
fy  them  with  the  inoft  refined  and  trm  (porting,  fohftantial  and  tiobte  enjoy¬ 
ments,  ever  frdh  "and  flowing  to  the  tit  molt  of  their  enlarged  capacities  and 
defircs-  And  O,  with  what  cneerfui  acclamations  in  heaven  will  they  dlfdaim 
all  merit  of  their  own,  and  aferibe  the  intire  glory  of  their  fth-ation  to  the  free 
and  diftmgurfhtng  grace  of  God,  through  the  atoiudg  bcrifice  of  bis  Son  ! 
And  with  what  harmonious  concert  will  all  the  holy  angels  join  in  celebrating 
the  praifes  of  God’s  perfections*  and  of  his  works  of  nature,  providence  And 
grace !  To  whom,  together  with  the  Lamb,  be  aferibed  all  glory  for  ever  and  c- 
ver,  Amen. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

The  feventh  feal  it  opened*  and ftlenct  follow  in  heaven  for  a  St  tie fpacti 
and  fiven  angels  appear  withfeven  trumpet r,  ready  to  proclaim  the 
purpefe  of  Cod  relating  to  the  Roman  empire*  the  church  and  the  world 
after  the  ChrijUah faith  had  been  puhlickly  embraced*  and  began  to  be 
corrupted  :  1.  2,  But *  before  they  execute  t heir  office*  another  an* 
gel  appears  at  the  golden  altar  to  efferincenfi  with  the  prayers  of  all 
faints*  and  then  cajtsfreon  the  earth*  which  produces  terrible  forms 
tf  vengeance ;  3 — 5  -  hereupon  the  {even  angeh prepare  to  found  their 
trumpets  m  their  order  as  jignats  of  the  judgements  of  Cod  thjt 
were  to  be  gradually  exeat  ted  on  the  empire*  6.  Thejirft  angel  bhvjs 
bit  trumpet*  which  it  followed  with  a  jlorm  of  hail*  fire  and  bkul ; 
fgnifying  t be  great  destruction  that  Jbouid fall  on  the  ChriJUan 
pire  after  Canjtantinds  death  till  the  reign  <f  Theodo/ius+frow  ab.ut 
the  year  337  to  379,  7*  The  feamd  trumpet  is  followed  with  a  burn¬ 
ing  mountain  cali  into  the  fea  ;  fignifying  the  invafen  cf  Italy  by 
the  uorthren  nations *  till  Rome  was  f&c\ea by  Alaric*  abzut  the  year 
41 2f  8.  9*  The  third  trumpet  if  followed  with  the  fading  of  a  fiery 
far  called  wormwood*  on  the  rivers  /  Jignifying  the  dev  aft  at  Ions  in 
Italy*  that  put  /Jfl  end  to  the  Reman  empire ,  and  fit  up  the  kingdom 
of  the  Goths  about  the  year  493*  f  o*  1 1 .  The  fourth  trumpet  h  foU 
lowed  with  a  darkning  of  the  thrid  part  of  the  fun ,  moon  and  fart* 
further  wars  in  Italy*  that  ended  in  a  total  fubverjion  cf 
the  power  of  Rome*  and  the  fitting  up  of  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna 
about  the  year  568*  12.  And  another  angel  denonuces  jiill  greater 
wees  to  come  upon  the  earth  under  the  three  following  trumpets *  1 3. 
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Text. 


Paraphrase. 


AX  D  vbcn 
he  had  «►- 
p?ufj  di£  fe- 
▼ont  life  il|  there 
wj)  filcnce  i  n 
hcaveu  about 
ijofpaceof  hall' 
au  hour* 


*  And  I  fiw 
the  f/veti 
which  ftoad  *io* 
fare  triy }  ;  a;vt 
to  ill  .‘in  weregi^ 
vtti  (ereatruiti- 
pel** 


^  A'ul  HnntVr 
\  cjine  aad 
it»oii  at  the  al- 
tAr.havTnjrajrnl- 
(Wfenfer;  and 

t)i«rrwaj  »i  tfcri 
unto  him  jyint  h 
Inc^nfe,  that  Ue 
ojFv-r  /t 
wir'd  the  pr.ty- 
vr  i  of  ail  faults 
ii;v>r,  th:"T)Ut"i 
vtiu?!  which 
v,ts  before  the 
titruitc. 


i.  A  ND  now,  to  go  <m  with  my  prophetic  vifion  of 
the  righteous  judgements  of  Gad,  that  would 
fall  on  the  Roman  empire  after  it  became  Chriftian, 
bin  degenerated  into  p^r  fee  tiring  and  erroneous  princi¬ 
ples,  and  practices  ;■  when  the  Lord  Jefns,  the  Limb  of 
God,  who  had  opened  the  fix  former  feals,  (chap,  vi.) 
took  off  the  fevemh  and  laft,  to  difclofe  the  contents 
of  that  part  of  the  roil,  i  perceived  that,  as  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  worlliip,  the  people  were  (ilently  employed  in  fecret 
prayer  at  the  time  of  incenfe,  (Labe  i.  to.)  there  was 
a  proto  md  filencc  in  heaven  for  a  little  while,  in  hum* 
b!e  cKpetLuion  of  whit  was  next  to  be  revealed"  after 
the  Ihort  interval  of  the  church's  peace  and  profperity, 
(chap.  vii.  3.) 

2.  And  l  taw  the  feven  angels  hereafter  mentioned, 
'{ver.  6*)  who  ftood  before  God  to  receive  uni  cxecuta 
his  commmds  :  and  thcre'Mra.^  an  appearance  of  feveu 
trumpets  that  were  given  to  them,  each  of  them  ha¬ 
ving  one,  to  proclaim  the  judgements,  which  were  to 
be  executed  in  feven  fucceffive  icalons,  till  they  alt 
fhould  be  comp  lea  ted* 

3,  And  l  bebetd  another  angel,  fuperior  to  all  thefe, 
even  the  meffenger  of  the  covenant,  the  fame  head  and 
Lord  of  all  the  angelic  hofi,  that  appeared  before  with 
a  fovercign  command  over  them  :  (chap,  vii,  2*)  #  and 
as  the  high  prieit  on  the  gTcat  day  of  attouement  car¬ 
ried  a  more  than  ordinary  quantity  of  incenfe  in  a  gol- 
riotts  Angel  cf  God's  pretence,  who  in  his  incarnate 
p'jrfcm  is  the  gofpel  high  pridt,  was  reprefented  as 
fUndi^g  in  a  minifiring  pofturc  before  the  altar  of 
burnt- offering,  to  fignify  the  atonement  he  had  made 
by  his  blood  ;  and  then  as  having  a  go]dcn  ccnfer,  fill¬ 
ed  with  live  coals  from  the  altar,  tn  fignify  that  his  me* 
diation  is  carried  on  in  virtue  of  [its  expiatory  facrifice: 

Vol.  VL  f  R  and 


N  O 

*  T  think  what  fa  id  of  this  on^ci 
can  to  rut  other  than  Cluill  him- 

fir]fj  (fen  tJienntr  on  diap-  vii,  2  )  and  f 
s*Tt  inclined,  with  Sii*  Jfaae  Newton* 
(!;,*'  Ms  obfcrvatTons  on  xUf  spnciilvpi'e, 
ju  ;6 ! ,!  to  Tni'lnikntidtSkistifjiVriiigftt'iii- 
rrti&  hi  allti(i:tn  to  the  Urvke  iif  the 
JOtr},  who,  »n  the  (1-iy  t»f  txpia- 

tl'in,  t«t>k  fire  from  th<*  £?-c*r  altar  In  a 
gulden  confer,  a;M  carrvH:*  Timr*=  than 
a  rommoo  quantity,  M'hiHi  hr 

called  much  inccafv;  bu;nt  it  b^Jbrvtht 


T  K 

Lord  tvithiA  the  veil  nn  that  day;  (Tcv, 
xvl.  11.13  Helt  i't  fir  Tliiy'Vems 
to  ht:  the  moft.  lively  an.i  ftrlking  fi  nrs 
tri  rijc  intcrtcillnsi  of  Qinlt*  <mr  gre  it 
hijvh  priclk  ivho  is  entered  jiiIo  thiic 
vrhhiu  the  veil,  even  heaven  jiftif 
iv,  14.  :md  vi.  oj.  10)  However,  it  is  of 
ihil*  t'*ij>nrtJjiro  whether  vc  take  tho 
alhviion  to  be  th«  J,iiiy  fervtce  of  the 
pridt,.  (£xnd.  xxx.  J.  f))  or  to  that 
on  the  *reat  day  of  alor.emcnU 


Ch.  >iH. 
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4  And  the 

fiuokc  of  the  in- 
tCftfe  w Ciimc 

with  the  pray¬ 
ers  of  clietaiotf, 
afocaderi  up  be- 
tare  God,  am 
of  the  angers 
biod 


$  A  md  the  air- 
gel  took  the  Cen¬ 
ter,  and  filled  it 
with  fire  of  the 
altar,  and  raft  it 
into  the  earth, 
und  there  were 
voices,  and 
thi!ndnnp,aii<i 
lightnings,  and 
an  earthquake. 


and  much  incenfe  was  given  him,  to  fignify  the  fdlnefs 
of  his  meat  in  the  difeharge  of  his  prieftly  office,  to 
which  he  was  called,  and  for  which  he  was  anointed* by 
God  the  Father,  (  ird  /ur»  r**f  to  the  end  that 

he  might  give  or  add  it  to  the  humble,  importunate 
and  believing  prayers  of  all  that  are  cleanfed  by  his 
blood,  and  fantlined  by  his  fpirit,  to  render  them  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God  in  his  interceffion  before  the  mercy 
feat,  or  throne  of  grace ;  as  the  perfume  of  incenle 
which  was  oflered  on  the  golden  attar  was  atypical  ap¬ 
pointment  for  adding  fragrancy  to  the  prayers  of  IfracI, 

4.  And  as  the  perfuming  fmokc  of  incenfe,  which 
was  made  of  the  fined  aromatic,  fpices,  afeended  up  like 
a  doud  to  heaven  with  the  prayers  of  the  congregation 
of  Ifrael,  xh.it  were  ofiered  at  the  fame  time  \  fo  a  rc- 
prefeatatton  was  made  of  the  virtue  of  Chuft’s  lacrifice, 
which  mingled  like  a  fweet  odour,  with  the  prayers  of 
holy  worfiiippers ;  and,  like  the  incenfe  that  pafied 
through  the  hands  of  the  high  prieft,  was  pfefeoted  to- 
gethcr  with  them  before  God,  by  the  Mediator  and 
Mefienger  of  the  new  covenant  in  his  ever  prevailing 
advocacy,  to  cover  their  imperfe£Kous  and  recommend 
them  to  the  divine  favour  for  audience  and  acceptance. 

5*  And  the  Angel  of  God’s  pretence  having  thus, 
in  his  tender  Jove  and  companion  to  bis  people,  fealed 
and  taken  care  of  them,  (chap.  vii.  2.  3.)  and  fecurcd 
a  gracious  anfwer  to  their  regular  prayers,  (ver.  4  )  be¬ 
fore  the  intended  deflations  were  come  upon  the  earth } 
he  then,  to  (hew  Eiis  juft  indignation  agaiiift  his  and 
their  enemies,  was  represented  to  me,  as  taking  the 
caller  *  and  as  going  from  the  golden  to  the  brazen  al¬ 
tar,  where  he  filled  it  with  the  horning  coats  of  this  al¬ 
tar,  which  were  an  emblem  of  the  wrath  of  God  that 
could  be  appesited  only  by  a  facrifice  of  atonement; 
and  he  threw  them  down  with  mighty  vengeance  on 
the  Roman  empire,  the  principal  part  of  this  earth,  that 
had  corrupted  the  Chriflian  faith,  worffitp  and  man¬ 
ners,  and  endeavoured  by  all  fuhtle  and  violent  m«- 
fares  to  fopprefs  them:  and  immediately  hereupon, 
there  arofe  a  terrible  tempeft:  which  produced  roaring 
winds,  and  loud  claps  of  thunder,  and  ftrong  (taffies  of 
lightening,  and  a  Shocking  earthquake,  as  though  all  na¬ 
ture  were  diflolving  ;  *  which  were  awful  emblems  of 
direful  judgements,  that  were  to  be  denounced,  as  what 
fliould  be  executed  in  their  order* 

Ac- 


•  t'hnnrfertagSj  tight  mug?;  aod  of  righteous  jndgtintnt.  sad  pint* 

•arthqnakej,  attcmW  withfipc,  ait  etm*  cnfarly  in  tluaprophenc  book*  ebay  ni 
bleuiM  in  Scrlptnre  luiffuane  of  dread-  and 
ini  calamities  wkitli  God  jiifiicu  in 
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6  And  the  fe- 
VcnjngtLftrhich 
hul  the  feven 
trumpet*,  pre¬ 
pared  them- 
(elves  to  GmiuL 


7  Thcflrft  »n- 
founded,  and 
tii^rc  fallowed 
IktiI  anti  fire 
-ri  ogled  vith 
biAAd#  and  they 
w*ere  call  upon 
the  earth  :  and 
the  third  part 
at*  tree*  tr3$ 
burnt  u^andall 
urten  grifi  wu 
burnt  np. 


S  InJ  the  fr- 
teudunget  foun- 
dut  oitd  at  it 
vert  a  great 
prtunraift  burn¬ 
ing  with  fire 
v.ms  r.ilt  futo 
the  Cca;  and  tht 
thii’fl  part  nf 
th«j  lsa  became 
blood  ; 


9  And  the 
third  partoftlie 
creatures  which 


6.  Accordingly  the  feven  angels*  who  were  coramif- 
fioned  to  found  the  alarm  in  their  rcfpc&ive  cOurfes, 
and  were  no  longer  under  reftraint,  aa  tbc  four  angels 
were  before,  (chap.  vii.  3.)  feemed  to  put  themfelves 
into  a  proper  poliure  for  blowing  each  one  his  trumpet 
in  its  courfe. 

Trumpet  I.]  7.  Then  the  (irft  angel  founded  his 
trumpet;  and  thereupon  I  had  a  vjlion  of  a  dreadful 
temped  of  hail  and  lightening,  attended  with  a  (bower 
of  blood,  like  one  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt;  (Exod-  is. 
24.  25.)  which  tignified  in  the  fUle  ot  prophecy  great 
deva  Ration  upon  the  wicked  of  the  earth :  (Ff.  u.  6* 
and  xviii.  13.  lfa.  xxviiL  i,  and  xiix.  6,  and  xxx.  30.) 
and  fo  mighty  was  the  defolation,  that  It  cut  o(F  the 
great  men  and  common  people,  as  emblematically  re¬ 
presented  by  the  blaft  that  fuch  ftorms  ordinarily  bring 
upon  the  trees  and  the  green  grafs  of  the  field;  which 
may  be  considered  as  a  figurative  defcrjption  of  the  wo- 
ful  calamities  that  were  to  be  brought  upon  the  empire 
between  the  year  357  and  379,  by  means  of  the  wars 
of  Conftantine,  Conflauce^and  Conftantius,  the  three 
Tons  of  Conftantine  the  great;  which  commenced  (bon 
after  his  deceafe ;  and  tflued  in  the  deftruclion  of  bis 
family,  and  in  the  terrible  ravages,  that  were  made  on 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  together  with  the  fruits 
of  the  ground,  and  vaft  eftufions  of  blood,  hy  the  nor¬ 
thern  barbarous  nations  that  broke  in  upon  the  empire  ; 
*  which  might  be  Ailed  the  third  part  of  the  earth,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  reckoning  of  the  antients,  who,  till  A- 
merica  was  difeovered,  fpoke  of  the  earth  as  divided  in¬ 
to  three  parts,  of  which  llnrupe  was  one. 

Trumpet  11.3  8.  9-  Then  the  fecond  angel  blew 
his  trumpet ;  and  thereupon,  methought,  I  law  an  aw¬ 
ful  appearance,  as  though  a  huge  mountain,  all  on  fire, 
was  thrown  into  the  fea,  by  means  of  which  the  waters 
of  the  third  part  of  the  fea  were  turned  into  blood,  as 
the  great  river  Nile  formerly  was  in  one  of  the  plagues 
of  Egypt.  (Exod.  vii.  17.  18.)  And  this  was  fo  grie¬ 
vous  a  calamity,  that  the  third  part  of  the  fillies,  which 
fwam  in  the  fea  were  killed  ;  and  the  third  part  of  men, 
imheirfliipsof  war  and  vefleis  of  merchandize,  werede- 
firoyed,  *  which  was  a  figurative  prediction  of  fur¬ 
ther  judgements,  that  iltould  make  di final  havock  upon 
Rome  and  Italy,  and  other  parts  of  the  weftem  empire, 
R  2  to 


NOTE 

*  The  hiftnries  of  the  limes  that  cor-  will!,  ro  winch  the  reader  1,  her* 
rtf|wid  R>  thh  and  tlic  fulUwin<r  pro-  HVrirtl  far  thefe  and  frvtral  other 

jihffiw,  mar  ton  ful  ted  In  MffljT  ti^tuuiJcr  tlib  wd  lh«  fikcedifi^  trma* 

Male.  VU  ri  nga^'h  iflon,  *  nrt  Lniiinftii,  ycU* 
the  lill  of  which  1  have  mo£l)  fallen  In 
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ti* 

Till* 


were  in  the  fci*  to  the- tleftmftioa  of  abundance  of  their  inhabitants, 
anil  had  WctA\  -  a  ml  t  iches;  \  ant)  may  be  confidered  as  fulfilled, 

p^nofche  nViris  vfcy  repeated  irruptions  of  the  Vandals  and  other  burba* 
vi*rc  deftroyeih  rous  nations  imo  France  and  Spun*  6r.  and  by  Alari- 
cus*s  plundering  Rome,  and  laying  wafle  the  country 
round  about  it,  between  the  year  37^  and  41 1. 
to  Am!  the  Trumtet  Ill  ]  i.c,  ii-  Then  the  third  angel  blew 
thirdaniseirann-  his  trumpet ;  and  thereupon,  methought,  I  beheld  a 
ded,  aud  tbere  g;cat  ftar  fallen  dawn,  like  a  fiery  meteor,  from 

frnni  ^heaven.  heaven  to  the  earth,  and  it  lighted  upon  the  third  pait 
homing  as  it  of  the  rivers,  and  fprings  or  fountains  of  waters ;  and 
were  a  Ump,*Tid  fG  exceeding  bitter  were  the  fruits  oF  this,  that  from 
tli'rd  artofth*  thence  it  may  be  figuratively  called  Wormwood  ;  and 
rl  ver^nd  np-  by  the  falling  down  of  this  flaming  ftar  thofc  waters  were 
on  the  in rm*  infected  with  fuch  a  poifonons  quality,  as  killed  raulri- 
1  aIos  tudes  of  people  that  drank  of  them,  becaufc  they  were 

namnfSefllr  moft  Rfievog  fly  bitter :  thereby  fiffnifyinp  (lill  greater 
is  called  Worn*-  dcvaftatiot’S  that  lliould  cut  off  fevera!  of  the  Roman 
woadi  ud  rite  provinces,  and*  in  a  maimer,  deftrOy  the  government 
wjwrs^brcVirlc  the  ^Cat  ^  empire,  and  the  fuuiiuiti  of  all  au* 

wormwood; and  thority  in  it}  which  may  Be  confidered  as  embleraati- 
many  nun  died  cal  of  the  following  in rations  of  the  Goth’s  and  Van* 
ot  the  water**  jajS)  aJtj  other  barbarous  nations  between  the  year  412 
were*  nude* bit*  an(*  493  »  chirHy  under  the  command  of  Genferic,  who 
ter.  came  into  Italy,  and  lacked  and  plundered  Rome  about 

the  year  455  ;  and'  under  the  command  of  Odoacer 
king  of  the  Hcruli,  who  again  invaded  Italy  about  ibe 
year  476,  and  marched  to  Rome,  which  he  alfo  took 
and  plundered,  carrying  away  a  great  deal  of  its  treafure, 
and  a  multitude  of  people;  and  returning  afterwards, 
retook  Romr,  amquered  all  Italy,  and,  *  funning  the 
title  of  a  ling  m  hiinf-lf,  dethroned  Auguftulus  the 
Chriilian  emperor;  which  was  figuratively  reprefemed 
according  \o  prophetic  ftile,  by  the  failing  of  a  (lar, 
{Ifa.  xiv  12—15.  and  Dan.  viib  10,)  and  by  drying  up 
fountains  and  rivers  nf  water  ;  (If*,  xix.  4—3.  and  Hof* 
xtii,  15-  16.)  and  which  v/as  like  thar  plague  of  Jigypr, 
whereby  the  rivers,  ponds  and  poof#  ffcmk,  and  all  their 
waters  were  turned  into  blood.  (Exod.  vii.  70*  21.) 
i2  Ami  the  Trumpet  IV.]  xi,  Then  the  fourth  angel  blew 
futrtlt  anjrvl  his  trumpet ;  ami  thereupon,  methought,  l  fnw  a  thick 
founded^ndthe  darkncfs  covering  the  face  of  the  heavens  to  fuch  a  de* 


gw** 


NOTE. 

f  In  the  ftiU  of  proplircy,  mouDUihis  And  dead  fifties  tW  waters  arc  cth- 
&rc  emblems  «f  cities,  and  ca(tf  lift  them  fcftmi  the  fleitvut  tion  ni'  nation* 
Jut(»  the  leiof  tlit  nwft  temble  <!^foU-  Ezrk  xti^  3—12  A^d  fti  rhefc  are 
riant*  Jer.  It  a> — 50.  and  Ff.  xlv,  1  :  p'.-nper  fi gores  tu  r^prefent  Rome,  and 
The  fea,  as  a  rMtection  of  waters.,  \s  an  The  conn  tty  round  nhotit,  as  tmubliag 
emblem  of  large  callccthiux  of-'  people  Luo  coafulioA  and  roin, 
iuco  one  body  politic*  Rev.  xviL  1 5* 


Ch.  viii. 


The  Retslation  parapbra/id.  afu 


third  part  of  the 

fun  was  fniilten* 
aitd  the  third 

pirtofthroinciu, 
and  the  thin) 
jtort.ofthefbiri ; 
ffr  a*  the  third 
ptrrofthcm  was 
cUrknrtkandthc 
day  (liout  not 
for  a  third  part 
of  it,  and  the 
eight  like  wild 


13  And  T  he* 
held,  and  heard 
an  angel  flying 
through  the 
iiHdftofbeavcu, 
jijinjr  with  a 
loud  voice,  VVn, 
wu,  wo,  to  the 
inliabttersof  the 
earth,  hyrenfou 
of  the  lather  vd- 
ic\  of  the  truni* 
pi:i  of  the  three 
angels  which 
kreyet  to  found* 


gree,  that  the  fun  which  (hone  on  this  third  part  of  the 
earth,  gave  no  light  by  day,  nor  the  moon  nor  ftars  by 
night,  infomuch  that  all  was  gloomy  and  difmal,  ill* 
tireiy  dark  unto  a  total  eclipiV,  which  ovcrlhadowM  this 
third  part  of  the  earth,  both  day  and  night;  which 
might  fignify  the  utter  drftruttion  of  the  impe¬ 
rial  city,  and  of  all  its  authority,  both  fupreme  and  fub- 
ordinate,  as  lodged  iti  the  hands  of  princes,  nobles  and 
inferior  magi  ft  rates  under  its  former  conftitution,  ac¬ 
cording  to  prophetic  reprefentations  of  the  dreadful 
downfall  of  kingdoms  and  nations,  by  the  darknmgof 
the  fun,  moon  and  (tars*  Ifa*  xiii.  p« — it.  and  Kze k. 
xatxiL  y*  8.)  w  and  this  may  be  considered  as  fulfilled 
between  the  year  49  j  and  56S,  by  means  of  the  wars 
in  Italy  between  the  Goths  and  the  forces  of  juftiniair 
the  emperor  of  the  eaft,  which  Jaftcd  about  twenty  years ; 
and  hi  the  courfe  of  which  Rome  was  befieged  and  ta¬ 
ken  five  times;  and  all  the  country  fuffered  the  great* 
eft  calamities  of  war,  attended  with  the  peftlience,  and 
famine,  till,  at  length,  Rome  was  imirelyfubtlued,and 
deprived  of  all  remains  of  authority,  and  fubjecletl  to 
the  exarchate,  which  was  fet  up  at  Ravenna' about  the 
year  568.  - 

13.  And  while  I  was  waiting  to  hear  the  fifth  angel 
found  his  trumpet,  I  faw  in  my  vifiou  and  heard,  not 
one  of  the  feven  but  another  angel,  who  flew  with  the 
utmoft  fpeed  through  the  midfl  of  heaven,  and  cried  a- 
loud  with  a  terrible  voice,  that  all  might  hear,  and  the 
church  might  take  warning,  and  prepare  for  all  events 
faying,  though  the  judgements  which  have  been  fore¬ 
told,  under  the  four  trumpets  already  founded,  as  to 
come  upon  the  Roman  empire,  and  particularly  on  its 
weftern  part,  for  its  degeneracy  fmee  it  became  Chrifli* 
an,  are  very  great ;  yet  much  more  tremendous  and  ex- 

R  3  tenfive 

M  O  T  Ep 


*  Mr  Low-man,  in  hta  hi  ft  ory  of  the 
third  and  fourth  rrutnpetit,  obfervrs, 
th«  iron  after  (H'i:&rer  had  taken  to 
Jiinlrlf  the  title  of  khiig  of  Italy,  (wint 
unite  it  about  two  jffan)  Thndnriclc, 
at  tuc  lic4tl  of  the  Goths  In  lliyricum, 
attacks  Odoacer’s  new  founded  kingdom 
in  Italy,  centres  Odnaccr,  u^ercftmts 
him,  and  pim  him  to  death;  nod  fo 
founded  the  HmUh-  Idn^fnm  of  Italy 
H*hkli  wmrinneil  many  Kars  under  his 
fucixithrs*  till  it  was  fiihdurd  by  Nar* 
fo*.  for  the  emperor  ^uifciniati,  A*  D- 
553*  hcfffvci'uaiiei'  the  Gothic  kingdom 

Jlmitc,  fhtiiigli  jc  loft  the  ihiht'inr  autiin- 

rty  of  the  empire,  was  permitted  to  re* 
t:f*n  f#;iw  appear*  oce  tit  lent  form 

•f government  uud  itrigiftracy.  TUeo- 


dnrrck  made  R.iKnna  the  feat  of  hit 
kingdom;  yet  Rome  retains  its  fenatc 
aud  confidj,  and  the  image  of  its  Tornt* 
er  government  —  A  little  after  Hie  E;i~ 
nrctiatr  of  Rkvcnnawa?  eftabHfUcd  by 
the  cnijierorjLltin.  IL  LongSmis  h  feur 
into  Italy*  He  appoints  *  Drw  form  rf 
government  *  the  Ir^t  of  jrnvfrnmcii: 
from  that  ti?r*e  fixed  at  Ku'rcn::-\. 

and  every  dry  of  Italy  entire! v  rul)j«i'c* 
ed  to  the  Ex,ircl»,  ,hnrli  in  things  civil 
unri  military  '"lms  Rome  Jolt  nil  her 
dignity  mid  authority,  her  fenute  and 
coti'iih  ;  nod  was  put  upon  a  Jcvrlirith 
alt  the  WilW  di:e*  and  towns  of  Italy, 
and  In.”1 -a:n?ai.£]r  a  luidi  Jutdty  of  ckv 
exarchate*"  lire. 


2 62  Tit  Revelation  paraphra fti*  CK viii, 

trn five  calamities  fltll  are  appointed  of  God  to  be  in* 
flitted,  particularly  on  the  *ubje£h  of  its  caftem  parr, 
l>y  means  of  the  fewer  punifhmems  that  are  ro  be  de¬ 
nounced  again  ft  them,  for  their  grofs  corruptions  in 
tio&riiie,  worlhip  and  manners,  by  the  three  other 
trumpets  which  the  remaining  three  angels  are  to 
found  in  their  order,  as  fignats  of  them ;  and  fc  he 
ufliered  them  in  with  three  woes,  diilinftly  repeated, 
that  would  fall  in  their  order  upon  the  eaftern  as  well 
as  the  weftern  empire ;  the  two  firft  by  the  ravages  of 
the  Saracens  under  the  fifth  and  fixth  trumpets ;  and 
the  third  upon  all  antichriftian  nations,  eafterp  and 
weftern,  under  thefeventb. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  ftiort  are  the  intervals  of  profperity  and  peace  to  the  church  of  thrift 
in  ptrlccuLiiig  ages  !  But  while  they  are  engaged  in  humble  and  folrmn  addrtf* 
fes  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  commit  themfchrs  and  all  their  concern*  by  faith 
to  the  wife,  holy  and  foverrigti  difpofels  of  divine  Providence,  Jdus  tLeir  frreat 
ltigh-prir&,  altar,  and  frcrificc,  as  well  as  the  angel  of  the  covenant*  prefeme 
their  prayers  in  hU  mtereeffion,  and  perfumes  them  with  the  odours  of  his  ato¬ 
ning  death;  which  is  like  the  fweeteft  of  all  inccnfe  to  take  away  the  oflrnfive- 
itefipf  their  imperfections,  that  they  maybe  gracioufly  accepted,  heard  and 
anfwei^rt.  0  hgppy  prorifion  for  all  thjt  faints  in  the  worft  of  times !  They  are 
taken  under  divine  care  and  prote&ion,  while  all  the  terrors  of  God's  righteous 
vengeance  are  coming  upon  the  wicked  of  this  world,  and  the  degenerate  pro- 
JefiorB  of  chrift’s  name*  What  images  of  horror  can  be  ftyong  enough  to  paint 
out  their  bitter  di(trd$!  Wc  may  read  fomething  of  it  in  the  firikipg  emblems 
of  tmptftuoos  winds,  thunders,  lightnings  and  earthquakes,  dreadful  ftorma 
of  hail,  fire,  and  Mood*  burning  mountains*  falling  frars,  apd  the  moft  diimal 
(kirk ne Is,  that  throw  all  nature  into  convulfiono,  and  foread  copfttrnation  and 
nrifrriitt,  death  and  rum,  among  *11  ranks  and  orders  or  jnen  upon  earth,  cfpt> 
daily  among  thofe  that  wear,  but  diflionour  and  abufe,  the  Chriftian  name  by 
their  abominations.  And  yet  how  long'  fullering  and  flow  to  anger  is  the  gn* 
pious  God  !  What  previous  repeated  warping*  and  notices  beforehand  doth 
he  pive,  by  his  word  anti  providence,  to  lead  mtn  to  repentance,  when  he  is  a- 
bnnt  to  come  out  of  Ms  place  topunifli  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  !  And  how 
gradually  doth  he  proceed  in  executing  firft  Idler*  and  then  greater  judgements 
upon  t^oro,  proportionate  to  the  increafe  of  their  iniquity,,  and  obit  inacy  in  it, 
li!J  all  former  methods  having  failed  nf  reclaiming  them,  he  makes  an  utter  end 
of  them  \  But  Q  the  comfort  and  encouragement  of  true  believer*  1  Tfee  blef- 
fed  God  takes  their  part  again  It  all  his  and  their  enemies;  there  Ihati  foon  be 
an  end  of  all  their  troubles,  though  the  wicked  fall  into  mtfelrief,  never  to  rife 
wore.  'fhe  righteous  lha II  rejoice  when  he  lees,  but  (ball  not  tee!  the  vengeance; 
fo  that  si  man  fhall  fey.  Verily  there  is  a  reward  At  the  rigtittous  ;  veriiy  he  it 
*  Gud  that  judges  in  the  cartL  (Bf  MIL  *o*  u*) 


£  P  A  P, 


Ch.  ix. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

7l)«  fifth  trumpet  it  followed  with  a  reprefentation  of  another  far  at 
falling  from  heaven ,  and  opening  the  hottomUft  pit,  out  of  which 
fwarmt  of  locujis  come  to  torment  men  upon  earth  ;  fignifying  the 
rife  of  Mahomet ,  and  the  fpr ending  of  his  impoftitre,  and  of  the  Sa¬ 
racen  dominion  under  him  and  hit  Juccejfors  in  the  eajiern  at  well  at 
•me fern  empire ,  between  the  year  568  and  675,  1 — 1 2.  Theftxtb 
trumpet  it  followed  with  a  reprefentation  of  the  loofuig  of four  angels 
that  were  hound  in  the  great  river  Euphratet fgnijying  Costs  ta¬ 
king  eff  the  refiraint  that  had  been  laid  for  feme  years  upon  the  Sa¬ 
racens,  and  now  permitting  them  to  invade  the  empire  again,  and 
make  further  progreft  in  their  conyuefls,  between  the  year  675  and 
?5°»  >3— »I* 


Tut. 


Paraphrase. 


’A  Nr  R  the  Trumpet  V.  being  the  7  1.  A  FTER  the  folemn 
™  trumpet  \  t\  warning  given 

lfaw  afar  fall  (chap.  vui.  13.)  of  the  three  following  woes,  '1  he  fifth 
from  heaven  uq-  angel  blew  his  trumpet;  and  thereupon  methought  I 
and  ?*,  .eart*1 ;  few  the  appearance  of  a  large  ftar,  reprefenting  a  per- 
gi«n*thekeTof  l^at  nad  feHen,  Jifcc  a  peftilential  me- 

the  botiejnki*  tcor,  from  heaven  down  upon  the  earth  :  And  perm  if* 
P'1,  (ion  was  granted  him  for  exerting  deflru£tive  power, 

fignified  by  the  emblem  of  a  bey,  with  which  he  might 
open  the  gate  of  hell  to  let  out  the  unclean  {pints  that 
had  been  lhut  up  there,  as  in  a  bottomlefs  depth  of 
horror  and  darkntfe  :  (chap.  xx.  t — 3.)  *  Which  may 
be  coofidcred  as  a  figurative  prediction  of  the  rife  of 

Ma¬ 


tt  O  t  e. 


*  Some  make  thr?  liar  that  fell  from 
heaven  to  point  at  P«|«  Boniface  the 
thifif,  irhovai  tWfirft  chat  alfiinred  the 
title  of  nniverfal  hilltop  in  the  year  606 
hv  the  grant  of  the  tyrant  P haras  ;  and 
they  ^ccoi^iTi^ly  txpliiluihc  locufts  to 
uitdii  the  Roimfli  clergy,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  Jelhitx*  But  this  order  of 
roeu  in  the  a  peltate  churchy  wax  not 
founded  till  fevcral  hundreds  of  years 
after  the  time  that  this  trumpet  fWeinx 
to  relate  to;  nor  does  it  agree  to  tho 
nature  of  this  prophecy,  which  (ax  1 
take  it)  principally  rcfpcifts  the  caller n 
empire;  our  to  the  general  n at nr e  of 
the  trumpets,  which  found  miftry  aud 
dcftrudiion,  not  fo  much  to  the  true 
church  of  fhrtd.  At  to.  tlvr  empire.  I 
therefore  chufc,  with  many  others,  and 


think  it  mnft  agreeable  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  defer!  prion  of  she  lorults,  to  nn- 
derftand  it  of  Mahonier,  who  tikewife 
began  Ills  pretences  to  mfpiratiou  about 
the  year  6^6.  aud  under  whom,  and  lira 
fucceifhri,  tbc  Saracens  made  preac 
cnii4|iie(ls  in  Kuropc,  aAd,  and  Africa* 
which  commenced  many  years  after  the 
exarchate  bad  been  let  up  at  Ravenna, 
and  a  few  years  before  Mahomet  died, 
which,  according  to  Dean  Pridmut, 
(fee  his  life  of  Mahomet,  pag 
edit.  7.)  was  in  the  year  632;  and  iho 
conquelts  be  made  were  carried  on  with 
great  rapid  Uy  aud  extent  under  his 
turceflhni,  to  about  tbc  year  651,  foon 
after  which  a  flop  was  put  to  them  by 
the  death  of  Ouimaii,  about  655,  lor 
about  51  years* 


3  And  h*  «- 
pcucd  the  bot- 
tnmlcfs  pit,  anil 
there  -aru^e  a 
fmoke  out  of tbt 
pit*  a  i  the  fmoke 
of  a  great  fur¬ 
nace;  and  the 
fuFi  and  the  air 
were  davkiied 
by  rcufuu  of  the 
fnifike  t*f  the 


3  And  there 
nnw  out  of  the 
fmokeloculLtutv 
on  the  earth ; 
and  unto  them 
%v  aigi  ven  po  wer 
os  thefcorpions 
ofrheeartbhave 
pever. 


4  And  it  war 
commanded 
(Vein  that  they 
iUm;M  not  hurt 
tlw?  "raft  of  the 
earth,  neither 
any  green  thing* 

prithcranytrec* 
but  on) y  thhfe 
jnmwhifb  haV$ 
pot  the  Teal  of 
Pod  in  their 
foreheads*  * 


The  Retemtidn  parapbrafed,  Ch*  I  x* 

Mahomet,  and  of  the  irruption  of  the  Saracens  under 
him  and  his  fucceflbrs  into  the  eattem,  as  well  as  wef- 
tern  empire  of  the  Romans  to  propagate  his  impofturrs, 
who  revolted  from  Chriftiuimy,  and  fe£  up  a'doitiiniiift 
among  them  by  the  atliftance  of  infernal  fpirits,  as 
inighi  belt  anfweT  tbeii  wicked  temper  and  defign* 
n-  2*  And  this  impoftor,  as  I  faw  in  my  viilon,  made 
t-  tife  of  his  poorer  to  open  the  mouth  of  the  infernal  a- 
ll1  byfsj  and  immediately  thereupon  a  chick  and  dark 
it  fmoke  burft  out  of  the  pit  of  hell,  like  the  fmoke  thit 
lc  afeends  from  a  large  burning  kiln  or  ftove,  and  like 
T~  that  which  rofc  from  the  conflagration  of  Sodom  and 
£  Gomorrah  :  (Gen*  six.  28,)  Arid  fo  thick  was  this  hi* 
:d  deoue  fmoke  of  the  pir,  that  the  face  of  th<*  finn,  and 
the  whole  region  of  the  air  were  covered  with  horrid 
daikuefs;  wfiicb  may  be  considered  as  an  emblem  of 
th;:  grofs  errors  that  would  be  fpread  by  Mahomet  and 
his  followers,  to  darken  the  eyes  of  men's  uudrrfhnd* 
iug&,  and  hide  the  light  of  truth  from  them,  and  10  dc- 
(iroy  all  that  was  de.tr  and  valuable  to  thrm,  in  great 
fury,  as  the  judgements  of  God  are  expreOui  by  like 
figures*  {Pf.  xviii*  8*  and  if.i*  xiv,  31*) 
rc  3,  And,  to  fet  forth  the  pernicious  nature  of  this 
hc  black  fmoke,  methought  I  fnw  the  appearance  of  a  for- 
ip-  midable  fwarm  of  locufts  ifluing  out  from  thence,  ?ftcr 
h !  the  manner  of  natural  locufts,  that  commonly  hy  their 
tt  €&EF  an^  breed  in  deep  pits,  out  of  which  they  life  and 
ns  cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  as  they  did  in  one  oi  the 
ive  plagues  of  Egypt:  (Exnd.  x.  4.  5^  11— 15*)  And  they, 
by  divine  permiflion,  were  exceeding  malignant  and 
mifehievous,  like  the  moft  venomous  bnd-fcorpions, 
that  have  both  ability  and  inclination  to  wound  and 
torment  men  upon  the  earth  ;  which  may  be  conGder- 
pd  as  an  emblem  of  vaft  multitudes  of  Saracens  or  Ara¬ 
bians,  that  ^yould  break  into  the  empire,  and  efpecially 
the  eafteni  part  of  it,  to  make  fpeedy  and  dreadful  ha- 
yock  upon  it,  according  to  prophetic  defcriptions  of  the 
deftruction  of  nations  by  prodigious  numbers  of  grafs- 
hoppers  and  locufts:  (Judg/ vi*  J.  and  Ha*  xxxiiu  4*} 
4*  And  as  thefe  were  not  locufts  in  a  literal,  but  on- 
,ey  ly  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  to  iignify  their  multitude 
«rt  and  the  fwbtnefs  of  their  flight  for  doing  mifehief  \  but 
the  could  proceed  no  further  than  God  would  permit  them, 
^  he  effectually  charged  and  oyer-iulcd  them,  by  bis  pro* 
Jct  yideucc,  not  to  injure  the  grali  of  the  earth,  nor  any 
ofe  green  herb*  nor  any  fruit*tree,  which  natural  locufts 
iy^  ufually  love  £0  prey  upon,  nor  to  vent  their  poifonous 
and  deftruftive  influence  upon  any  hut  thole  mm, 
*  .  *  yyho&'j 
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whom  he  had  net  ordered  to  be  fealed,  as  though  mark¬ 
ed  on  their  foreheads,  as  he  had  his  own  peculiar  people, 
on  another  occafion  before,  (chap.  yu.  3.)  which  may 
be  con  fi  tiered  as  a  figurative  prediction  of  the  fpecial 
care  that  God  would  late  to  preferve  bis  faithful  Cur¬ 
rants,  with  thtir  miiiiiters  or  others,  who  have  the 
truth  of  grace  in  them,  to  preferve  them  from  the 
imfchi&vous  errors  and  cruel  violence  of  thofe  wicked 
enemies  to  Chiiltian  religion,  that  the  true  church 
might  not  be  dciboyed  by  their  ravages,  nor  corrupted 
by  their  new  impofttires;  while  he  fuftered  them  to  in¬ 
fect  only  the  idolatrous  church  of  lkorae,  and  to  prey 
upon  them. 

5.  And  as  a  further  limitation  nf  their  power,  even 
with  refpeft  to  carnal  and  apoftatc  Chriftiansthemfelycs,. 
they  were  ordered  for  the  picfcnt  not  to  persecute' them 
unto  death,  nor  to  murder  fuch  multitudes  of  them,  as 

ittf  lonneftTMl  they  afterwards  would  under  the  fixth  trumpet;  but  to 
tw'w'*  harafs,  ravage  and  diflrefs  them  for  a  fcafon,  which 
iv.ci-i -y  ar  the  may  be  figuratively  called  five  months,  in  allufion  to 
t  of  a  the  time  of  natural  locufts  living  in  the  Cummer  fcafon*: 

And  thrfe  favage  creatures  went  ro  the  extent  of  their 
com  million  by  alllifting  them  in  as  grievous  and  pain¬ 
ful  a  manner,  as  though  it  were  by  the  wound  of  a 
fcorpion,  when  he  ftrikes  a  man  with  his  ftjng ;  which 
may  be  confidered  as  a  figurative  prediction,  that  tfaefe 
Saracen  fpoilers  fliould  be  permitted  to  fpread  fore  ca¬ 
lamities  all  around  them,  though  rcftraiuetl  from  fuch 
terrible  Daughter,  as  they  would  afterwards  make  at 
their  next  invafion. 

6.  And  their  various  ways  of  diftrefling  men  in  thofe 
days  were  reprefented  to  he  fo  revere,  as  would  imbit- 
ter  their  lives  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  as  was  prophefied 
of  Judah,  when  their  threatened  miferies  fiiouUl  come 
upon  them  for  their  idolatry,  (Jcr.  viii.  3.)  they  would 

chiofe 

NOTE, 

*  The  natural  Incufts  are  fold  lollre  this  interpretation  W*  frtnwthittjt  plan* 
rhs  live  liimnur  muntlis,  mcljftve  libtr  in  it,  Hrconiiaff  to  The  coniMnn 
nf  Vi  iy  .'.nil  September ;  and  the  way  of  Jcbcmc  of  the  crumpet  prophecies,  I 
the  S:u- Hens  wars  n|inu  the  Empire  \ra*  \vot!d  refer  the  reader  to  what  Mrtfri 


g  And  tft  the  m 
it  wasgtventhat 
ihey  Jlioulil  ni>t 
kill  them,  but 
that  lliejr  itionld 


fkvu’pi'Hi,  when 

he*  Jlrifceth  ft 
pun. 


6  VniUnthnre 
day*  ilt all  lucn 
frk  rieith,  null 
liiaLiniil  fiildif, 
mil  tirnU  defirt 
L»  ilicjiiud  dtjrh 


by  incuHmns  only  in  tUc  fummer  Tea* 
Am*,  to  wlmh  iiicir  tormeatidg  five 
feeme  more  naturally  cn  refer, 
tii*=s  to  the  y<ura  of  the  conmunnee  nf 
rhi'ir  poorer,  by  the  mouths  into 

day®,  At  the  rate  of  thirty  days  to  a. 
rmatit;  amt  then  reckoning  each  day 
fit*  a  year,  rlw  iiii;minc  of  which  u  l  jb 
jear*  1  whivh  loin-  ftipptrc  to  he  deferi p- 
tiv^  of  the  fp  ice  of  time  tVorn  tkbtgin- 
nio£  to  the  end  of  these  incurfions  of 
flic  Saracen®  Into  rhe  empire .  And  at 


Jiiflcu,  J^aubiiK,  Medtv  ami  l>r  More 
Jisiire  fai<l  upon  it.  However  it  ^ 
rally  Agreed,  that  the  -Saracens  in  thi-ir 
Hr  it  expedition  cb  iefly  plundered  -tml 
ravage^*  but  did  hoc  commonly  kill 
thofe  of  the  rithflun  nutinns,  whom 
they  conquered  ;  tior  pn*  then*  tn  death 
lor  tbe:r  profeffion  of  i!hrifiiauity;  nor 
nor  did  they  fuccccd  In  their  lie|ps  of 
CnniLmuInoptc  tunl  Romo  i ben,  a\  they 
did  after  wards  under  cite  Hath  truin' 

pet. 
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Audi  flee  fram 
them. 


7  And  the 

fltftpet  oTtbelo- 
cufli  wrt  like 
unto  horfr*  pre* 
pared  unto  bat* 
tie;  and  on  their 
headswrf  at  it 
*rcrc  Cit>wn* 
like  gold,  *od 
their  facet  vrere 
ts  the  facet  of 
xaen* 


8  And  they 
had  hair  as  the 
hair  of  wanicii, 
and  their  teeth 
were  at  tit  Uttb 

of  ltBDt* 


f  And  they 
had  br  call  plate* 
amwerc  breaft> 
platen  «f  invn; 
and  tlt«  found 
of  their  triug* 
v.uaetbefo«nd 
of  chariots  of 
many  her fecnm" 
iug  to  battle- 
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choofe  death  rather  than  life,  and  would  with  for  death 
to  put  an  end  to  their  torments,  rather  than  continue 
to  live  under  them  j  but  their  enemies  were  retrained 
at  p  refen  t  from  affording  them  this  piteous  fort  of  re¬ 
lief  to  their  groans. 

7.  And  fo  dreadful  was  the  appearance  of  the  forms 
of  thefe  figurative  locufts,  that  they  teemed  to  be  like 
horfes  ready  accoutred  for  war,  (Joel  ii,  4.)  and  co  car¬ 
ry  a  refcmbUitce  of  golden  crowns  op  their  heads;  and 
their  faces  had  the  fhape  and  air  of  men  :  All  which 
may  be  confnlered  as  an  emblematical  prediction  of 
the  terrible  ravage  that  the  Saracens  would  make  in 
battle,  with  great  fagacity,  fpeed,  and  ftrength,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  cuftomary  way  of  figbring  upon  Ara¬ 
bian  horfes,  which,  like  locufts,  were  fwilt  of  flight  in 
purfuit  of  victory ;  whofe  riders  would  triumph,  like 
crowned  conquerors  of  teveral  kingdoms,  where  they 
Ihould  come,  and  would  wear  turbants,  like  crowns, 
on  thetr  heads. 

8.  And,  as  a  further  delcription  of  this  very  people, 
they  were  re  prefenced  in  my  vilion,  as  wearing  their 
hair  in  an  effeminate  manner,  like  women,  after  the 
Arabian  faftiion,  either  difhevetled  to  ■  a  great  length 
upon  their  backs,  or  dfe  plaited  and  trefled  up ;  which 
may  he  confidered,  as  an  emblem  of  their  infinuating 
and  leacherous  temper  :  And  the  appearance  of  their 
teeth  was  ftiarp  and  ftrong,  like  thofe  of  lions,  to  figni- 
fy  their  rapacious  fury,  and  the  prevalence  of  their 
arms,  as  a  ftrong  people  fet  in  battle  array,  according 
to  the  prophetic  meaning  of  fucb  images.  (Joel  i.  6. 
and  ii.  5.) 

9.  And,  to  flirw  that  their  defenfive  was  equal  to 
their  ofrenGve  armament,  they,  in  alluftcn  to  the  bard 

-  horny  ikin  of  the  natural  locufts,  appeared  with  breall- 
plates,  to  fccure  their  hearts  from  mortal  wounds,  as 
hard  and  impenetrable  as  if  made  of  iron  5  a  proper  em¬ 
blem  of  their  being  proof  againft  the  aflaulia  of  thofe 
in  the  empire  with  whom  they  waged  war ;  and  2- 
gainft  their  being  overcome  in  battle,  or  invaded,  by 
way  of  reprifal,  in  their  owo  land.  And  the  ruffling 
fpeed  and  multitude  of  their  armies  on  Arabian  horfes, 
which  would  give  dreadful  alarms  to  all  that  were  near 
them,  was  reprefented  by  the  loud  noife  that  locufts 
make  with  clapping  their  wings  when  they  fly  in  large 
companies,  as  if  it  were  the  found  of  a  multitude  of 
chariots  and  horfes,  clattering  and  milling  into  the  bat¬ 
tle,  according  to  the  defeription  that  is  given  of  armies 
in  prophetic  language.  (Joel.  ii.  4.  j.) 


10.  Fur- 


Cb.it 


io  Ami  they 
had  tails  ltbe 
uitn>  frorpions, 
and  there  were 
ftings  in  their 
ia<|j  :  and  there 
power  w<u  to 
Jiuit  men  five 
i  van  th*. 


ji  And  they 
i  king  over 
rhe;n*  jr*  u 
the  vnutL  afihe 
ho t to tnle ft  pitt 
wbttw  lUitM  in 
the  Hebrcv 
tongue /j  -ibad* 
dunj  but  U\  the 
Greek  tongue 
hath  bis  nif&e 
A  poll  jo  a. 


Tl  Our  wn  l* 
heboldj 
ir.crr  ci'iV/  two 

ytrousmorc  hue- 
niter. 
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10.  Furthermore,  they  were  reprefented  in  uncom¬ 
mon  and  furprifing  forms,  as  having  long  tails,  like 
thole  of  venomous  fcorpions ;  and  they,  like  them,  had 
defperate  flings  in  their  tails,  fignifying  that  they  would 
not  only  make  dreadful  havocjc  by  the  power  of  tbeir 
arms,  but  would  alfo  infed  the  wicked  inhabitants  of 
the  empire  with  their  poitonous  errors,  by  their  falfe 
teachers,  who,  in  prophetic  title,  are  called  the  tail, 
{lfa.  ix.  15.)  and  fo,  from  firll  to  latt,  would  be  very 
pernicious  :  And  this  power  of  theirs  was  to  be  conti¬ 
nued  for  a  confiderablc  time,  to  its  proper  period,  like 
the  power  of  loculbs,  chat  are  lively  and  active  for  a- 
bouc  five  fummer  months,  which  is  as  long  as  they  or¬ 
dinarily  live,  (fee  tfK  note  on  ver.  5  } 

1 1 .  And  there  was  (bmething  in  this  representation 
of  them,  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  ufage  of  natural  lo- 
cnfls,  which  have  no  king;  (Prov.  xxx.  17.)  hut  thefe 
figurative  locufls  appeared  as  under  the  dominion  and 
government  of  a  powerful,  tyrannical  and  malicious 
ruler,  whofe  likenefs  they  bear,  and  whofe  intereftg 
they  ferve ;  and  he  is  no  other  than  primarily  the  devil 
himfclf,  that  prince  of  darknefs,  and  of  the  fallen  an¬ 
gels  in  hell ;  or  fecondarily  one  of  his  wicked  mefTen- 
gers,  whofe  doftrine  came  from  hell,  whofe  name,  as 
alfo  the  name  of  his  principal,  anfwerable  to  his  temper, 
work,  and  defign,  is  the  deftrpyer,  as  is  fignified  by 
the  Hebrew  word  aboddent  and  by  the  Greek  word 
aptllyoni  Which  may  be  confidered,  as  intimating 
that  Satan  would  be  the  principal  chief  }  and,  by  his  in- 
ftigation  and  influence,  Mahomet,  under  him,  would 
be  the  grand  leader  of  all  the  mi  (chief  and  ruin,  with 
refpe£t  to  civil  anti  religious  concerns,  which  the  Sa¬ 
racens,  beaded  by  Mahomet  and  his  luccdTars,  would 
bring  upon  the  empire,  by  the  power  of  their  arms,  and 
the  infe&ion  of  their  abominable  errors,  unto  the  de¬ 
finition  of  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men. 

j  2.  Thus  the  firft  fignally  terrible  wo  which  was  de¬ 
nounced  by  the  fifth  angel  to  denote  the  judgements  of 
God,  that  Ihould  befal  the  degenerate  Chriltian  empire, 
under  the  firft  invafions  of  the  Saracens,  is  reprefented 
as  what  would  be  paft  and  gone,  about  the  year  of  our 
Lord  675,’  when  they  fliould  bring  that  war  to  a  con- 
clufion.  But,  behold  with  aftonifhmcnt,  and  allured 
expectation  I  there  wilt  be  Hill  two  other  yet  more  tre¬ 
mendous  feenes  of  judgement  opened  when  the  fixth 
and  feventh  angels  (hall  blow  their  refpedive  Trumpets 
in  their  order ;  the  account  of  which  follows. 


Tr  u  m- 
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»3  And  the  Tru  u prt  VL  being  the  7  *3*  14*  Then  the  Gxlti 
fixthaofplfonn*  jecond  wo  trumptt ,  5  angel  blew  his  trunv 

a  itfce  pet*  an^  thereupon,  me  thought  I  beard  a  certain  loud 

th*  r*nr  bora#  voice,  proceeding  from  the  golden  altar 

of  the  golden  ol-  of  inceitfe,  which  was  exhibited  to  my  view*  Hie  that 
which  flood  before  the  mercy-feat  in  the  tabernacle, 
or*  °  (Exod.  m  i~6,}  a  $  being  four-fquare,  and  having 

four  horns,  one  at  each  corner  of  the  altar  ;  which  may 
be  con  Gdcrcd  as  emblems  of  the  interedhon  of  Chrilt 
for  his  people,  and  of  his  power  to  protefk  them  in  the 
four  corners  of  the  earth  ;  at  which  altar  the  angel  of 
the  covenant  offered  up  the  prayers  of  all  faints  in  the 
immediate  prefence  of  God,  as  has  been  represented  ; 
(chap,  vtii,  3.}  And  this  being  the  voice  of  Chrift 
th^fixih1  bimielf,  be  with  fovereign  authority  commanded  the 
irtuch  had  the  tilth  angel  that  had  the  fooond  wo  trumpet,  laying  to 
trumpet,  iWe  him,  fet  at  liberty  the  four  deflroyiog  angels,  who  have 

angel*  ^  under  reltraintfor  Tome  time  «  paft,  as  meffengera 

winch  ircbiuind  r  *  ,  -  J 

ia  the  great  ri-  wrath  ttwt  are  bound,  aa  it  were  in  chains,  at  the 

ver  Euphrates  great  river  Euphrates  * ;  which  may  be  coufidered  as  a 

figurative 


note. 


*  1  fhoulj  be  ftrongly  inclined  with 
Mr  Mule*  and  bis  many  followers  to 
cimfidcr  the  iixth  trumpet,  as  referring 
to  the  dcviftAtrond  marie  by  the  Otto¬ 
man  or  TurkiQi  empire*  were  it  not 
that  this  make*  ton  great  a  gap  upon 
thedofe  feriea  of  prophecy,  which,  as 
I  take  it*  is  carried  nn  from  the  begin* 
im»gt  to  the  «Hl  :  For  t!ie  Ottoman 
empire  did  not  rife  till  Ottoman  found¬ 
ed  It,  fron^  whom  it  took  its  name, 
and  who  died  about  the  year  ijid, 
which  is  between  fix  and  feven  hun¬ 
dred  years  after  what  )  apprehend  to 
be  the  period  of  the  fifth  trumpet ; 
and  therefore  is  not  ealily  reconcile* 

r.Me  fo  the  regular  and  connf-fTcri  or¬ 
der  of  thefe  preriiAionn;  unlefs  upon 
the  plan  of  fynchrottifms,  which*  tho* 
fo  commonly  received*  have  a i ways 
thrown  the.  whoie  ‘ftficme  into  fuch 
coufnliou  hi  my  niinri,  as  l  could  ne¬ 
ver  get  over* 'or  lell  luw  to  : 

And  ytl*  l  hiii^  ooiifrf*,  that  the  ftxth 
trumpet  has  dunp  appeared  in  my 
thoughts  to  he  the  inofl  riifliiutlt,  of 
any  other  part  of  the  prophecy,  to  be 
reconciled  with-  the  orderly  and  well- 
coimtdted  fork*  of  correlpondcnt  e- 
Vents.  But  J  am  much  obliged  to'thc 
framed  Mr  Lowitsan,  tthofc  hinory  of 


fatfs  may  probably  account  for  it, 
which  is  tM  that  1  can  pretend  to  in 
this  andfeveral  other  inFauces*  l  have 
therefore  intirely  folhiwrd  the  tratk 
that  he  has  drawn  out  before  oft,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  lixth  trumpet,  as  I  have 
done,  and  JhaU  iu  great  mcafcrr  do, 
in  other  particulars, where  l  think  him 
to  be  in  the  ri|ht,  referring  the  reader 
to  confiilt  his  collection  of  autho. 
rides,  which  I  now  give  notice  of,  once 
for  all j  whether  hi*  name  be  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  feveral  places,  or  not*  And 
the  rcafon  gWen  in  my  parapVrafe  on 
this  ver! e,  why  the  dull  raying  angels 
or  melfengers  of  wrath  (which  i  take 
to  mean  the  Saracens,  4$  mfUumeut* 
of  divine  Vrowdeoce,  according  to 
what  is  lard  cf  them,  ver,  16*  17*) 
are  fpokeu  of  as  four,  feems  to  mr 
the  molt  likely  of  any  Gth;-r  Wvt\  1  have 
met  with,  and  falls  in  with  what  this 
learned  writer  goes  info*  according  to 
the  obfervatToo  of  Mr  Daubnr,  who 
takes  the  number  four,  lo  denote  an 
univerfality  of  the  natter  comprifed, 
as  the  four  winds  figtiify  alt  the  winds, 
Jer*  xtix«  The  fern  comer*  of  the 
earth,  all  p;*rts  of  the  earth,  I  Hi.  u* 
arid  the  four  cxnrurs  of  tl  o  land,  all 
parts  cf  the  land  or  fiidca,  Estck*rio 
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1J  And  the 

£ti\\r  angdmffr 

limlcd,  which 
vert  prepared 
for  an  hour,  and 
a  &iy,  aud  a 
mniili,  and  a 
\c;u't  lor  to  flay 
the  third  part 

of  JklCQ* 


t6  And  the 
rnimiter  of  the 
r.rmy  of  the 
iiorfcmen  wrrr 
hundred 
UHttifnnd  thou* 
lUfi^umilbeanl 

miinjer  uf 
tiiCtfl- 


figurativc  prediction  of  the  order  that  would  be  given 
and  fulfilled  in  the  difpen  rations  of  providence,  to  Oke 
off  the  reftraim  which  had  been  laid  on  the  Saracens 
for  above  fifty' yean;,  {fee  the  note  on  ver.  i.)  that  they 
might  go  forth  from  all  quartets  of  their  land,  to  exe¬ 
cute  yet  further  judgements  upon  the  degenerate  Chri- 
ftian  empire  in  every  part  of  it  toward  the  four  corners 
of  the  earth,  as  four  other  angels  had  been  before  or¬ 
dered  to  hold  back)  or  let  out,  the  four  winds,  that 
were  designed  for  judgements,  according  to  the  will  of 
God,  (chap,  vii.  i*) 

15.  Hereupon  the  four  angels,  or  mcflengers  of  di¬ 
vine  wrath,  were  fetat  liberty,  and  flood  ready  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  judgements  which  God  had  further  deiigned 
to  bring  upon  the  Romifli  pretend edly  ChrifUan*  but 
really  antichriftian  empire,  according  to  the  exa£t  time 
of  his  appointment,  whether  it  be  to  an  hour,  or  a  day, 
of  a  month,  or  a  year,  juifc  as  be  fhould  pleafe  to  or¬ 
der  it  in  his  providence  ;  and,  in  that  precife  time,  to 
ent  off  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  empire 
under  the  ftile  of  the  thiid  part  of  the  known  world  ; 
which  may  be  considered  as  a  figurative  prediction  of 
the  dill  more  terrible  drfolation  that  the  Saracens  would 
nuke  in  the  empire,  between  the  year  675  and  7,0, 
when  they  would  enter  Spain  about  the  year  713  or  714, 
and  obtain  a  complete  victory  over  the  Spaniards ;  fooa 
after  which  they  would  over- run  rhe  whole  country  ; 
and  afterwartls  invade  France,  till  they  were  defeated 
by  Charles  Martel,  in  a  terrible  and  decifivc  battle, 
which  put  an  entire  flop  to  their  arms  about  the  year 
734- 

t6.  And  the  multitude  of  their  horfemen,  which 
their  armies  would  mofily  coufift  of,  was  reprefemed 
to  be  fn  prodigioufly  gre.it,  that,  as  innumerable  com¬ 
panies  are  exprefled  by  theufands  of  thoufaiuls,  and 
ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufaml  ;  (en:ip.  v,  I  w  ami 
Dan,  vii,  10*)  fo  one  would  be  a^r  ro  exprefs  this  by 
two  myriads  of  myriads  in  alhmiflmncnt  at  it  f  :  And 
I  heard  this  hyperbolical  proclamation  of  their  number, 

to 


N  O 

And  theft  dcflroytnz  angels  were  bound 
in  the  great  river  Euphrates  According 
to  hla  account,  by  the  diviftnas  artd 
quarrels  of  the  Saracens  after  the  death 
ot  Och man,  about  the  ftfecccifiou  to  Mil- 
Empire,  whicn  kep^  them  near  th-  river 
Euphrates,  where  rooft  of  Ihcirbatiles 
were  fought  and  prevemctl  iheir  uiu.;l 
invasions  and  incurs  on*  into  the  Jlomau 
Empire  about  <0  Vcar^* 


T  1%. 

f  Jr  is  nnc  to  be  fnyipofed  (hat  any 
arnn  isu»:t  rarrh  rnzhl  C'usfift.  vf  ivo 
hundred  m*  two  my- 

maf  lil'MMfriflis.  as  the  words  (vfflilV* 
f;pv*  rt ett .*}£?¥  ?nt  u  the  Slrn* 

cciis  v\*re  f.uiHinx  for  the  vaft  aod  al- 
iivi.l-  uiCf^ct  hij  imJt;  of  forces, 
wim  it  cotiililvd  rhii'Hv  of  cn  Fairy  or 
Il.*>  m::u!»cr  is  mrfitioited  to 
the  hs  jiCrb^jeni  it *■  - : *i  to  denote  &  firrt 
<jf  joj-LIji^rnuk:  l:.id£’UUp^ 


27« 
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t7  And  thus  T 
faw  the  hnrfes 
in  the  *ifit>nT 
and  them  that 
fit  vn  them,  ha¬ 
ving  bretil- 

plates  of  fire, 
and  of  jacinth, 
and  hriimtonef 
and  the  heads  of 
the  hoHVs  Tvzrc 
as  the  bciuls  of 
lion* ;  and  out 
of  their  months 
iflued  lii'o,  and 
fj  n  nke»and  bri  in- 
ilonc. 


<8  By  tkfe 
three  was  the 
third  part  of 
A>en  killed,  by 
the  fire,  and  by 
the  fiuohct  and 
by  the  brim- 
it  one,  which  if- 
imril  ont  of  their 
months. 

1 9  Far  their 
power  bio  their 
mouth,  and  ia 
their  tail*  .  for 
their  tails  vot 
like  unto  fcr- 
pears,  and  hod 
heads,  and  with 
them  they  do 
hurt. 


to  fignify  that  they  would  be,  as  it  were,  paft  all  ac¬ 
count. 

17.  And  in  the  like  alfonifliing  manner  I  beheld  in 
my  vi^on,  that  thde  innumerable  and  formidable  Ara¬ 
bians,  terrible  as  an,  anny  with  banners,  rode  upon 
warlike  horfes,  and  that  their  riders  were  furntilttd  with 
an  armour  of  brea  It- plates,  defer  five  and  repelling,  as 
fire;  ilmltrious,  firm  and  folid,  as  the  jacinth  (tone ; 
and  invincible,  as  burning ,  brimftone,  which  cannot 
eafily  be  extinguifhed  :  *  And  the  heads  of  their  horfes 
had  an  afpeft  as  bold,  fierce  and  furious,  as  the  heads 
of  ravening  lions ;  and  there  was  a  moft  tremendous 
appearance  of  Urea  ms  of  fire,  ami  finolte,  aod  brim¬ 
ftone,  proceeding  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  horfea  and 
their  riders,  with  definitive  force  ;  all  which  may  be 
coniidercd  as  emblematical  predictions  of  the  wauing 
and  murderous  efiu£ts  of  this  cruet  victorious  army  of 
the  Saracens,  which  would  breath  out  nothing  bat  mi- 
fery,  dclolation  and  (laughter. 

18.  By  thefe  three  powers  of  their  armies,  for  dread¬ 
ful  devaluation,  asftgnified  by  the  fue,  and  fmokc.*,  and 
brimftone,  which  appeared  2s  proceeding  out  of  their 
mouths,  vafi  numbers  of  the  invaded  people  of  the  em¬ 
pire  were  miferably  {lain,  and  the  reft  fuffered  the 
greateft  ravage  and  calamities  of  every  other  kind, 
(ver.  20.) 

19.  For,  according  to  this  reprefentauon  of  them, 
their  power  of  fpreading  defoliation,  death  .mii  ruin, 
feemed  to  proceed  out  of  their  .mouths,  which  fprlre 
terror  and  mifehief,  wherdbever  they  came  ;  yea,  like 
the  firfi  train  of  Saracen  invaders,  (ver.  10.)  they  were 
equally  mifehievous  with  their  tails ;  for  their  tails  had 
an  appearance  like  thole  of  a  mor.flrous  fort  of  lei  perns, 
that  are  faid  to  have  two  heads,  one  in  the  front,  and 
and  the  other  at  the  tail  of  their  bodies,  for  difehar- 
giug  their  poifon  j  which  may  he  confident  as  a  figura- 
rative  prediction  of  the  terrible  wrath,  defiruflion  and 
pefiilemial  errors,  that  would  be  poured  out  by  the  rear 
as  wdt  as  main  body  of  the  Saracen  armies  in  their  fr  • 
coin!  fericc!  of  incurfions  into  the  Roman  empire,  which 
they  would  over-run  with  a  deluge  of  defii  ifolion  to 
the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men,  from  the  beginning  to  the 


N  ff 

•"Whati*  tbe  meaninjrofbrcajl plates 
«f  fire,  jacinth  and  bnuiftmc,  t  con- 
ran  he  «in)y  conjecture;  and  t  have 
^entiirrdfn  make  tniti^  or  be»n«  little 
ratified  w\t\x  any  other,  and  leaft  of  all 


T  E. 

Ti  lth  that  of  cannon  and  br  haft  one  poor- 
der,  or  gun -powder,  which  arn  modern 
invention*,  feme  hundred*  of  ycaci  af¬ 
ter  cite  tiros  tbnt  I  think  elm  prophecy 
refer*  to,  (tie*  the  note  Oli  ver-  14.; 


CUx. 


la  And  the 
rt'l  rtf  (.he  men 
^rhJch  were  fiat 
kdictl  by  thefe 
pUffnet*  yet  r<- 
]v;nteH  not  rtf 
t!ie  works  of 
ti:eiHinad^,thac 
they  flwuld  not 
wnrfhip  devil i, 
and  idols  of  gold 
irnl  filler,  and 
bnfi,  end  fame, 
anil  of  wood: 
which  neither 
canfcrt,iiarlicart 
pot  walk  = 

21  Neither  re¬ 
pented  they  of 
their  murders, 
nvf  oft  heir  for- 
terics,  nor  of 
their  fornieati- 
«n,  nor  of  their 
rireft* 
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end  of  their  ridonea,  by  the  power  of  their  princes, 
who,  in  prophetic  (tile,  are  called  the  head $  and  by 
their  falfe  teachers,  who  are  called  the  tail.  {I fa.  ir, 

14.  15O 

20*  it.  And  notwithftanding  all  thefe  dreadful 
judgements*  the  remainder  of  thofe  men*  who  efcaped 
death  by  tbe  fury  of  thefe  invaders,  were  fo  (Input  and 
obftinate  as  not  to  take  cohvi£tion  of*  and  be  reclaimed 
from  their  evil  courfea*  which  had  brought  thefe  fevere 
calamities  upon  them*  that  they  might  renounce  and 
depart  from  their  idolatrous  worfhip  of  demons*  and  of 
the  images*  which  their  own  hands  had  made  of  earth* 
ly  materials;  fach  as  gold*  and  lilver*  and  brafs*  and 
(tone*  and  Wood*- which  are  fenfclefs,  dumb  idols,  that 
can  neither  fee  who  they  are  that  adore  them  :  nor  hear 
their  prayers  ;  nor  take  one  ftep  to  anfwer  them  for 
their  relief :  nor  did  tbey  repent  of*  and  renounce  their 
murderous  practices;  nor  their  enchantments;  nor 
their  whoredoms;  nor  their  robberies*  that  they  had  de¬ 
filed  themfeives  with  :  which  may  be  confidered  as  a 
prediction  of  tbe  idolatrous  worfhip  of  angels  and  de¬ 
parted  faints*  and  of  images  made  of  all  thofe  forts  of 
materials*  that  would  begin  to  prevail  among  the  po* 
pith  part  of  the  empire  in  thofe  days*  and  would  be  en¬ 
couraged  and  confirmed  by  Pope  Gregory  the  fecond* 
in  oppofition  to  the  Emperor  I*eo*$  orders  to  remove  i- 
mages  out  of  the  churches  of  Inly,  about  the  year  7 2d* 
and*  inftead  of  repenting  of  their  image  worfhip,  it  was 
at  length  eftahlifhed  by  the  authority  of  counfels :  and 
the  other  foretold  abominations  would  frill  reign  a* 
mong  them  in  their  murdering  the  faints*  in  their  pre¬ 
tended  exorcifms*  in  their  manifold  unclcanenefies,  and 
tii  their  various  kinds  of  cheats,  and  impolhian/t  on  the 
people  ;  which,  fo  far  from  being  repented  of*  would 
grow  more  and  more  flagrant*  till  they  fhould  bring  up¬ 
on  thcmfelves  the  frill  more  tremendous  woes  to  be  de¬ 
nounced  by  the  feventh  and  laft  trumpet*  (chap.  xi. 
14*  i;0  and  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  pouring  out  of  the 
feven  vials*  (ebap  xvi.) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  trertendo its  Are  the  denunciations,  and  how  fare,  after  folemn  neplfl£t- 
rd  warnings,  are  the  executions  of  God’s  wrath  on  his  enemies,  for  their  op- 
prefliems  of  his  church,  and  their  other  multiplied  abominations  '  Hev  whole 
kingdom  rules  over  all,  has  the  mo  ft  terrible  armies  of  men  and  devils  at  his 
command,  to  execute  deferred  judgements  by  them.  And  how  ealiiy  can  he 
rvdnifi,  or  let  them  loofe,  according  to  his  fovmdgn  and  holv  will,  beyond 
which  none  can  go  !  The  inflnimenta  of  providence,  as  his  meflengers,  fbnl?  in 
hU  appointed  time  bring  diflrcf*  and  ruin  upon  carnal  and  idolatrous  profcfTara 


Ch.r, 
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of  Ohrid'*  name:  Thry,  like devouring  locufts,  raid ng  Doits,  and  venomous  fror. 
pious  fpread  thrir  terrors  ami  peftikuiial  principles.  to  deflroy  the  lives  and  !i* 
bcrtics*  bodies  ami  fouls  of  men,  nnder  the  influence  of  tyrannical  powers  ard 
falfe  prophets  on  earth,  and  of  the  dccil,  who  heads  them,  aw!  fi-nds  llxrm  Uwih 
like  a  great  fmokc  ofiK>*Tidriark»cfe,lhat  rife*  out  of  the  hotfomk&pit.  Thvy 
carry  the  fact  cf  men  for  ibgaeity,  and  of  worn  tit  for  hifiimaiion  ;  hut  are  nsliy 
as  ravenous  and  drftrucWve,  as  the  moll  furious  hearts  of  prey  and  malienant  f,r- 
pents.  Rot  how  great  Totrver  the  plagues  I>r,  that,  in  the  way  of  i;od’«  riot¬ 
ous  judgements,  are  inflicted  l>y  one  fort  of  Antrcuriftian  enemies,  like  Matin* 
met  an  Saracens,  upon  another,  like  the  papiJU,  ft>r  their  idolatries,  rtcetti^,  de¬ 
baucheries,  thefts  and  murders  ;  ftich  is  their  ftnptdity  and  hardnefs  of  hr-rt, 
that  they  will  not  repent  of  their  crimes,  nor  be  reformed  ;  but  ft  ill  periitt  f  1 
them,  and  grow  worfe  and  worfr,  til),  at  length,  all  Ihc  vials  of  G  vi*s 
wraih  ftiall  be  poured  out  upon  them.  But  0  what  a  comfort  is  it  to  GV’$ 
own  church  and  people,  that  Oh  rift,  who  appears  at  the  golden  altar  nn 
their  behalf*  will  take  care  of  them,  th$t  they  may  line  a  hiding  pi  ice  in 
every  day  of  evil,  and  that  the  mifrrics,  which  will  come  upon  other?,  frail 
not  touch  thrm,  who  hzvo  this  feal,  a£  it  were  on  their  foreheads.  The 
Lord  knows  them  that  are  his!’  (a  Tim,  iL  19. 


CHAP*  X* 

An  augujl  ini  reduction  to  the  /event h  trumpet^  in  which  the  angel  cf 
the  covenant  i'j  re/  reftnted  as  interrupting  the  train  of  prcfb?iYr 
for  a  fmali  interval)  and  as  prefatiing  a  little  open  bcokt  ami -utter* 
ing  his  voice  as  a  Uon%  'which  is  followed  with  [even  thunder  s^  inti* 
mating  what  he  would  further  reveal  under  the /even  vials  ,  1  —  ^ 
A  voice  from  heaven  forbids  writing*  at  prefen  f,  wh^t  was  uttered 
hy  the  /even  thunders t  4*  The  angel  fotemniy  fv ears  that,  at  ih 
expiration  of  the  following  prophecies  ^  time  Jhould  be  i;$m$rey  and 
that  in  the  days  cf  the  /event  b  angel  the  my  firry  of  fV  oil  jhouki  be 
Jimjhed ;  5 — 7.  A  voice  calls  to  John  (who  ohfervrs  it)  to  rat  the 
boo ki  which  would  be  fveet  in  his  mouthy  and  bitter  in  his  bclf^ 
8 — 10-  And  tells  him  he  mufl  further  profhefy  of  the  yet  future  fair 
of  the  church  and  of  the  world)  in  a  fuccejjtve  order  of  tirne^  1 1  whh  h 
was  to  be  from  about  the  year  756*  [when  the  Pope  of  Rome  w  is 
fhrji  invcjhd  with  temporal  dominion)  for  1160  years  then  So  am. , 
according  to  the  general  defcription  that  was  to  be  given  of  it  in  ihe 
three  following  chapters. 


Text. 


Pa  HA  PHRASE, 


ANd  Ifaw  a- 
nether 

mighty'  tpgd 
come  downironL 
heaven,  clothed 
with  a  cloud, 
and  a  rainbow 
Vfd£  upon  his 


I*  A  ^^XR  the  former  reprefentations  which  had  hcen 
1  A  made  to  me  of  the  Hate  of  the  Reman  empire 
and  of  the  church,  full  before,  and  then  after  the  legal 
ettabliflunent  of  Chrifliamtf,  I  was  favoured  with  a 
fuccccding  vifion,  in  which  I  beheld  another  angt-l, 
different  from,  and  fuperior  to  tbofc  that  had  trumpets 

givm 


Cb.  x. 

bud,  u>d  hli/Me 
tot  «  it  were 
tbc  fun,  iod  kb 
f«t  «s  ulhrw  of 
Gk> 


i  And  lie  had 
in  h»  hand  a  lit* 
tie  book  openi 
and  he  Set  hU 
Tight  fool  upon 
fht  fei*  and  &i 
left  foot  on  the 
earth. 


3  And  cried 
»icb  akodvoict, 
•i  Tvkrm  i  lion 
Hurdh?  and  when 
he  bad  cried,  fc- 
ven  thunderi  ot¬ 
tered  their  toi co» 


Vol.  VL 
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given  them  to  found,  even  Ciiriit:  him  fell,  (fee  the  nor;; 
on  chap.  vii.  2.)  who,  though  acting  the  part  of  a  di¬ 
vine  mefTenger  in  human  nature,  is  partaker  of  proper 
deity,  as  the  mighty  God,  (Ifa.  is,  6.)  j  m Jt hough t,  I 
Taw  this  glorious  perfon  defend  from  heaven,  and  co¬ 
vering  himfelf  with  an  illultrious  cloud,  as  aa  emblem 
of  bis  coming  to  make  a  further  revelation  for  the  in- 
ftru&ion  and  comfort  of  the  church  ",  he  appeared  like 
the  great  Jehovah,  1 oho  makes  the  clcudts  his  chariot , 
(Pf.  civ,  3.)  as  our  bleffed  Lord  did  in  his  defent  upon 
mount  Sinai,  and  afcenlioti  to  heaven,  {Exod.  xxxir. 
5,  and  A&s  i.  9-)  :  And  there  was  the  circular  form  of 
a  beautiful  rainbow  over  his  head,  like  that  which  ap¬ 
peared  round  about  the  throne  of  God,  {Ezek.  i,  28. 
and  Rev.  iv,  5.  fee  the  note  there)  in  token  of  his  be¬ 
ing  ever  mindful  of  bis  covenant  in  the  darkelf' times, 
(fee  Gen.  ix.  13,-17.):  And  his  countenance  (hone 
with. a  dazzling  luftre,  like  the  fun  in  its  meridian 
brightnefs,  to  the  admiration  and  joy  of  his  people  ; 
and  his  feet  appeared  with  awful  majdty  and  (Length, 
like  pillars  of  burning  brafs,  for  fupporring  the  faithful, 
and  of  fire  for  confuming  his  enemies,  much  after  the 
fame  auguft  manner  in  which  he  had  exhibited  himfelf 
before.  ( Chap.  i.  15,  16.  See  the  paraph rafe  there.) 

2  He  alfo  appeared  as  holding  in  his  hand  a  little 
unfolded  book,  or  roll,  being  the  tall  part  of  the  book 
which  had  been  fealed,  bnt  the  feals  of  which  he  had 
undertaken  to  loofe,  (chap.  v.  1, — 7.)  and  which 
might  be  called  a  little  hoi,  as  it  was  now  only  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  whole,  containing  fuch  events  as  fhouid 
fall  out  in  ages  yet  to  come.  And  he  having  defended 
to  tbis  terraqueous  globe,  as  con  ft  fling  of  lard  and 
water,  metbougbt  I  faw  hiifa  Hand  with  his  right  foot 
on  the/ea,  and  with  his  left  on  the  earthy  to  fignify 
bis  fo  vertigo  dominion  over  all  pertons  and  things  in 
tot and  that  he  would  extend  his  government  ami 
grace  to  the  continents  of  Afia,  Africa  and  Europe, 
with  their  i Hands,  including  both  the  Saltern  and 
Weftern  empire,  and  even  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the 
earth ,  which  his  Father  promifed  him  the  poffefllon  of, 
pf. ».  8. 

3  In  this  fituatton  he,  who  has  been  fpoken  of  as 
the  lion  of  the  trihe  ef  Judah,  {chap.  v.  5.)  made  pro¬ 
clamation  with  a  ftrong  and  tremendous  voice,  as  loud 
as  the  roaring  of  a  lion,  commanding  filence  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  wbat  would  follow  :  And  no  fooner  had  he  given 
forth  tbis  order,  than  I  heard  feven  other  voices,  as 
loud  awful,  and  terrible,  as  the  great  eft  clap  of  thunder, 

t  S  to 


*74 


4  And  t-'l'tn 
(lie  (even  thwi* 
dcif  htd  u;;crcd 
their  vo-cc*,  I  was 
about  to  u rite; 
and  1  heaid  a 
voice  from  hca- 
veit,  (dying  unto 
me.  Seal  up  (Ufc 
thing*  which  the 
faen  (huitderf 
uttered,  and  write 
tiicm  UdL 


y  And  the  art- 
pet  trhich  £  law 
Hard  upon  the 
fa*  and  o|»n  the 
earth,  lifted  up 
H$  hand  to  bea- 
nec, 

6  And  fwarc 
by  him  that  liv-» 
cth  for  ever  and 
ever,  who  created 
heaven,  and  the 
itiings  i hat  there¬ 
to  arc,  and  the 
earth,  aud  iJ« 

things  that  there¬ 
in  are,  and  the 
fa  and  the  things 
*btd)  are  tltereir>r 
rtlw  them  Aouid 
he  time  tro  kmj- 
or; 
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’to  denounce  thofe  judgment*  of  God  in  generate  which 
were  to  be  particularly  executed,  in  their  order,  on  his 
antichriilian  enemies,  by  the  pouring  out  of  /even  vi¬ 
als  under  the  frventb  trumpet. 

4  And  when  the feven  thunder-like  voices  had  finish¬ 
ed  their  articulate  denunicattons,  1  was  going  to  write 
them  down,  as  apprehending  that  I  was  authorized  fo 
to  do  by  the  order  before  given  me,  {ekap.  i-  19.}  and 
that  they  contained  fomeihing  of  great  confequence,  for 
the  comfort  of  the  church  under  their  anrichriftian-op- 
prefitons:  But  1  was  immediately  flopped  Short,  and 
prevented  by  another  voice,  which  1  heard,  as  direct* d  to 
me  from  the  throne  of  God  in  heaven,  faying.  Keep 
the  things  in  your  own  bread,  which  have  been  uuered 
by  the  voices  that  were  like  (even  thunders}  ponder 
them  in  your  heart,  and  conceal  them,  as  yet,  from 
public  notice,' as  clofcly  as  if  they  were  fealed  up  in  a 
book,  that  none  might  read  them :  And  there  is  no 
need  for  you  to  write  them  new,  as  the  general  hints, 
given  by  them,  will  be  more  particularly  drawn  out  in 
fume  following  viftons ;  referring  to  thofe  of  the  Jeventh 
trumpet ,  and  the  /even  vials  under  it,  which  were  af¬ 
terwards  to  be  revealed  and  recorded. 

5,  6  And  to  allure  me  of  the  certainty  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  things  that  were  further  to  be  revelled, 
relating  to- the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  of  the  world 
in  ages  yet  tb  come,  the  glorious  angel,  whom,  (as  is 
faid,  t ter.  a.)  X  law  (lauding  with  one  foot  upon  the 
fea,  aud  the  other  upon  the  earth,  was  reprefented  to 
my  view,  as  lifting  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  the  throne 
of  God's  glory,  according-  to  the  ancient  manner  and 
pollute  of  taking  folemn  oaths,  {Gen,  xir.  22.  and 
Dan.  xii.  7.)  and  as  (wearing  by  the  eternal,  almighty 
and  immortal  God,  who,  in  djftintlion  from  all  idols, 
is  from  nerla/Hng  to  evtrlafiittg,  the  only  living  and 
true  God,  apd  the  Creator  of  the  upper  and  lower 
worlds  1  of  heaven  and  all  the  hofls  thereof,  whether 
in  the  aerial,  the  Harry,  or  the  heaven  of  bcavens;  and 
of  the  terraqueous  globe,  confiding  of  the  earth  and 
fea }  and  all  things  contained  therein ;  And  the  purport 
of  this  folemn  oath,  which  Chrill  took,  as  the  Angel  of 
the  covenant  and' God’s  meflenger,  was,  that  as  former¬ 
ly  111  anfwer  to  the  queflion.  How  long  it  (hould  be  to 
the  end  of  the  then  predicted  wondeis?  He  fware  that 
it  fliould  be  for  a  titney  times,  end  a  half  %  meaning 

.  twelve 
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7  Brt  in  the 
days' of  the  voice 
ofthcfewnthaii- 
gd,  when  be  Chall 
begin  to  found, 
til*-  myfttry  of 
God  Thootd  be  fi- 
ciJhed,  at  tic  Inch 
ttabred  to  hi* 
fcrviUKs  the  pro¬ 
phet*. 


8  Ahd  the  voice 
which  1  bttfd 
from  hemn 
fpakt  uuo  me 
again,  and  fold* 
Co, 


twelve  hundred  and  Gxty  years,  [Dan.  til*  fi*  7*}  Ci 
he  now  fware,  that  there  (hould  he  no  longer  time, than 
that ,  before  all  amichriftian  enemies  fhouid  be  deflroy* 
edj  and  a  glorious  (late  of  the  church  liquid  take  place* 
and  put  a  final  period  to  popilh  darknti's,  fuperflirion* 
and  idolatry,  as  will  more  diftirnSHy  appear  in  after 
parts  of  this  prophecy,  though  the  time  lhall  not  be  ye 

vt  (C*i  tr^j 

7  But  he  fware  that  in  the  days  which  would  be 
pointed  out  by  the  denunications  of  the  feventb  angd* 
when  he  Chouid  begin  to  found  his  trumpet  %  then  alt 
divine  revelations  and  djfperifations  of  providence,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  trials  and  the  fu  weeding  happy  days  of  the 
church,  and  the  deftmetion  of  antichrift  and  exaltation 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jefus  in  all  its  gloryL  (haul 4 
be  brought  to  a  conclufion,  which  at  prefent  are  fecretsj 
and  will  all  along  in  great  meafure  be  fo,  till  corre- 
fpoudent  facie,  in  a  regular  feries,  (hall  explain  them* 
according  to  the  prophecies  and  declarations  that  God 
has  given  of  them  to  his  ancient  prophets,  and  parricu* 
larly  to  bU  fervants,  Daniel  (chap*  vii*  2J>— 28*  and 
iii*  6,  7*)  and  Zechariah ,  (chap,  xSv.  9.) 

8  And  after  this  feene  of  viiion,  the  voice  which 
I  had  heard  from  heaven*  (1 ten  4.)  called  to  me  agitn, 
faying,  Go  up  to  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  who 
you  obferve  ftatids  with  his  right  foot  on  the  fea,  and 

hie 


NOTES. 


the  glorious  ffate  nf  the  church  fbooid  not 
be  y«,  until  after  the.  expiration  of  1  ado 
year*,  which  art  fig&itied  by  other  prophetic 
numbers  that  arc  made  life  of  eq  give  a  gene¬ 
ral  view  of  this  period  ip  die  nth,  rath, 
and  sjrh  chapter*  of  thl*  viiion.  Accord* 
ingU  a  time,  time*,  and  a  half  time,"  a* 
lefolred  into  prophetic  days,  itgoUy  t itfo 
years  reckoning  each  day  fur  a  year,  And 
each  year  to  coofift  of  twelve  months  of 
thirty  days  each  month  t  Fvt  &r<t  /mrr, 
which  anfwo*  to  dmcy  Iti&H,  (meaning  two 
more  timet)  and  -a  Uf  lime,  or  half  a  year* 
mike  up  4s  month;,  or  titfo  yean,  which 
in  got  apottlc’s  prophecy  arc  parallel  dcTcrip- 
tioosof  tbeexatt  rime  of  44  the  holy  city's 
4i  being  madden  under  foot  by  the  Gentiles, 
44  axdef.lb*  witneJfc  prophecying  So  feck* 
44  cloth/*  (chap,  xi,  a,  j.)  as  alfb  of  the 
church's  **  flight  into,  ewi  nouriOtmcnt  id 
*4  [be  wHdcmcft/’  (chap.  xii.  14.)  end 
of  aaricbrilt's  or  44  the  bead's  reign,  (dap. 
Tiin,  j.)— It  is  evident,  that,  were  we  to  lake 
tlwfo  numbers  of  days,  months,  and  years, 
in  a  literal  fogfe,  the  (pace  of  time  mold  be 
abundantly  too  Ihort  for  all  (he  events  that 
arc  Spoken  of  as  to  be  fuelled  to  that  rime. 


which  includes  the  whole  period  of  the  Jail 
fldteef  the  faflcrM£t  of  the  church  to  its 
icccccding  glorious  Hate,  to  which  Satan 
Dull  be  (hut  op  for  a  thousand  years  :  But 
the  other  way  of  computing  is  agreeable  tv 
the  prophetic  ftifc  m  former  ages,  whea 
makes  a  riotr  (food  for  ■  year,  Dan.  iv*  ijt  j 
audo  day  for' a  year.  Hum.  xiv.  34.  and 
Hack*  iv.  Si  <f-  And  /evenly  weeks 
not  ftventy  times  fovea  weeks  of  iu;:uJS 
days,  but  Jtventyrimcs  {even  years,  Dan* 
it.  *4. ;  which  according  to  Sir  l£uc  Hcw- 
ton,  were  490  years  from  the  time  that  the 
dHpei&d  Jews  ftuiutdbe  rc-incorporatcd  into 
a  people  and  holy  d;vt  until  the  death  and 
tefumdion  nf  ChrifK  (See  hit  Obfovsttoet 
on  Daniel,  p.  r?u»  See  alfo  his  note,  pP  t3*, 
aqd  138,  about  the  way  of  computing  yean, 
as  coufifttog  of  is  months,  and  every 
month  of  30  days.) 

*  The  feventh  trumpet,  to  oniric,  ws*  to 
found  neat,  a;  beginning  at  the  eapirarioa 
of  tbe  ftoth ;  but  is  deferred  to  el-op.  il  15 
&c*  by  the  mEerpofriuti  of  a  folcmit  prcf*re^ 
with  which  Chritt,  ihe  Angel  of  the  cw- 
nant,  appeared*  at  the  beginning  of  tbit 
chapter,  to  idirocluc*  it- 
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On,  asd  take  the 
ttufc  book  which 
ii  open  in  the 
hand  «>f  the  an¬ 
gel  which  Ibnd- 
t(h  upon  the  fra* 
and  v^iua  the 
eirth- 

9  An d  I  went 
unto  the  angel, 
and  fhid  ar.ro 
him.  Give  me 
the  tittle  book. 
And  he  laid  on¬ 
to  me*  Take  it9 
and  cot  it  up; 
and  k  lbatl  make 
thy  belly  bitter, 
but  it  GnU  be  in 
thy  mouth  ivcct 
as  houey* 


to  And  I  took, 
the  Itrlebook  out 
of  the  aagcl1* 
hind)  and  ate  it 
up;  and  itvuio 
toy  month  fwcet 
u honey:  and  as 
loon  as  J  had  eat* 
en  It,  my  bcUy 
vti  bitter* 


it  Andhtfaid 
un(n  me,  Tboo 
mult  ptophefy  a* 
gain  before  ma¬ 
ny  peoples,  and 
aations ,  and 
tongues  ,  auJ 
kings. 
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his  left  on  the  earth,  (ver.  4.)  and  receive  from  him 
the  little  book,  or  roil,  which  is  exhibited  as  unfolded 
to  his  hand,  that  you  may  have  a  clear  infight  into  the 
great  things  contained  therein,  with  a  commiflion  for 
making  them  known  to  others. 

9  Accordingly,  in  obedience  to  the  divine  command, 

1  drew  near  to  the  Head  of  all  principalities  and  powers, 
and  humbly  befought  him  to  deliver  that  little  book  to 
me,  for  my  pcrafaL  And  he  thereupon  holding  it  out, 
faid  to  me,  as  he  formerly  did  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel, 
(chap*  iti.  t, — 3.)  Take  it,  according  to  your  requeft ; 
and  then  read  and  meditate  upon  it,  and  lay  it  up  in 
your  heart,  till  you  under  (land  and  digelt  it,  and  he 
fu  it  ably  affefted  with  it,  which,  in  figurative  language, 
may  hie  called,  eating  it  up,  (fee  Jer.  xv.  16*)  }  and 
in  fo  doing,  you  will  find  Tome  of  its  contents,  relating 
to  the  fore  afflictions  and  perfccutions  that  the  church 
ts  to  fuffer,  will  be  as  extremely  grievous  to  your  mind 
as  the  bitterefl  renditions  can  be  to  yonr  bowels :  But 
the  knowledge  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  herein,  as 
his  fecrets  revealed  to  you,  and  more  efpecially  with 
refpect  to  the  tender  care  which  he  will  all  along  take 
of  his  people,  and  to  the  final  Hfiieof  all  their  troubles, 
and  the  glory  that  is  to  follow  them,  will  he  at  Tweet 
to  your  thoughts  as  honey  itfelf  can  be  to  your  palate. 

10  Arid  I  readily  took  the  little  open-book  or  roll 

out  of1  the  augers  hand,  and  did  eat  it  up  in  the  manner 
he  ordered  me,  and  I  found  by  experience,  as  he  told 
me  I  would,  that  my  in  fight  info  the  great  myfteries  re¬ 
vealed  therein,  taking  them  all  together,  was  as  delight¬ 
ful  to  my  foul  as  it  is  polfible  for  honey  to  be  to  the 
tattc.  I,  like  .the  prophet,  (Jer.  xv.  16  )  found  Gods 
words,  and  did  eat  them%  and  bit  word  was  unto  me  the 
joy  and  rejoicing  of  my  heart  1  And  afterward,  when  1 
came  to  reflect  on  the  tribulations  that  mud  befal  the 
church  of  Chrift,  before  it  attains  its  higheft  profperity 
and  glory  on  earth,  my  foul  was  as  deeply  affected  with 
pain  and  anguifh  in  the  doleful  profpeft  as  the  bitterell 
tortures  can  be  to  the  bowels.  , 

1 1  Then  this  glorious  angel  laid  to  me.  Sweet  as 
thefe  things  are  in  one  view,  and  hitter  in  another,  you 
mud  not  keep  them  to  yourfelf,  as  you  was  ordered  to 
do  by  the  general  intimations  that  were  given- you  by 
the  feven  thunder-like  voices,  (fir,  4.) ;  but  you  mult 
go  on  to  publilh  thefe,  for  the  fupport  and  comfort  of 
my  people,  in  the  further  revelations  that  Shall  be  made 
of  them  to  you,  as  to  come  to  pafs  in  their  Cuccrfiivs 

order. 
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order  *f  upon  many  people,  and  nations,  and  countries 
of  different  languages,  and  upon  rulers  and  potentates, 
as  veil  as  lower  ranks  of  people,  with  regard  to  what 
ihali  befal  them  til)  the  whole  fcheme  of  God*s  purpo- 
fes,  prophecies,  and  providences  lhaU  he  acoomplifhcd 
concerning  them,  and  Jhali  cud  in  the  total  overthrow 
of  all  anrichriftian-enetmes,  and  in  die  eompleat  faWa* 
tion  of  the  church. 

RKCOL  l^E  C  T  I  0  N  S, 

How  endearing,  anguft*  and  awfiriTare  the  rcprcfentatEons  ChriH  has  made  of 
hi  mtelf ,  as  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  with  a  rainbow  on  his  head*  am)  a  counte¬ 
nance  as  bright  and  dazzling  as  the  fun ;  and  with  frrt,’lite  pillars  of  fiery  metal, 
landing  on  the  earth  and  fra,  and  a  voice  as  loud  and  tremendous  as  the  roar* 
ing  of  a  lion  !  He  is  ever  mindful  of  bis  covenant  with  his  people  in  the  worft  of 
times  ;  andamidft  all  the  troubles  that  are  denounced  to  his  enemies,  as-Jwith 
the  voice  of  thunder,  has  all  things  under  his  dominion ;  and  appears  with  illuf* 
trious  majefty  fur  the  relief  and  comfort  of  thofe  that  belong  to  him,  and  for  the 
terror  and  ddtmftion  of  his  and  their  enemies.  Thefe  arc  things  worthy  of  the 
dofeft  meditation,  that  we  may  underftand,  and  be  fuitably  affedted  with  them, 
as  fir  as  they  are  revealed,  with  a  commiftion  from  Cbrift  to  publiJh  them,  while 
fecret  things  are  Oil]  to  be  left  with  him,  till  time  Dial!  declare  them.  Though 
it  canaoc  but  be  bitter  to  the  folds  of  true  believers  to  think  of  the  fevere  perte- 
cutions  which  the  church  is  to  expeft  u nder the  reign  of  aattchrtft;  yet  what  a 
fofttaiftg  to  that  grief;  what  an  encoaragmeu;  to  faith  and  patience  ;  and  what 
a  pleafurp  muff  it  be,to  have  realizing  profpeds  of  the  care  that  Chrtft  will  take 
of  them  during  ttieir  tribulations,  ana  of  the  happy  period  he  will  put,  in  his 
appointed  time,  to  all  their  furrows*  when  they  (hall  he  turned  into  joy  and  praife, 
and  his  kingdom  (hall  be  built  up  in  its  purity  and  glory,  with  wide  extent,  upon 
the  ruins  pf  all  antichriilian-powrrn  i  Then,  as  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  fworre 
by  the  Creator  of  all  worlds,  who  lives  far  ever  and  ever,  the  my  fiery  of  God, 
retiring  to  his  dlfpcn  fat  ions  of  providence  and  grace,  (hall  be  fimfhed  ;  and 
the  prophccieft,  which  are  now  the  ohjefla  of  the  faith  and  hope  of  his  people, 
{halt  be  clearly  explained,  and  aftualfy  unfilled,  to  bis  glory  and  their  evcrlafting 
triumph. 


CHAP*  XI* 


The  firji  general  deferipthn  of  the  flat 9  of  the  church  for  1760  years,  to 
be  dated  from  the  rife  of  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  about  the 
year  756,  is  reprefentid  under  the  figure  cf  a  temple  me  a  fared,  hut 
the  outward  court  of  which,  as  deforiptive  of  formal  prefoffors ,  is  left 
to  the  Gentiles,  or  idolatrous  church  of  Rome,  for  42  months,  I, 
During  this  time  of  equal  date  with  1260  prophetic  days,  cr  years, 
two  witntjfes,  or  a  few,  from  age  to  age,  prophecy  in  fackhth,  hut 
with  great  power,  3,-6*  They  are  flam  by  popijh  tyranny,  which 
is  figured  out  under  the  image  of  the  beaft,  and  are  in  a  manner  fop- 
prejfed for  three  prophetic  days  and  a  half,  equal  to  the  42  months  ; 

after 


N  O 

*  It  is  known  to  |jmrpirari*ns,  that 
the  prepoTi^ufl  (tr4  *itli  a  d alive  cafe,  as 
tt  b  h<rt,  znd  rented  brfir r,  o*<cai 
fic;  aflerrsivg  j  and,  in  th&  icemen,  it  ia 


T  F, 

frcnthtoH  and  r^eir,  is  :n  Luke  xv,  7* 

ovet  err  (:;ri  :«  FpH. 

11.  io.  vysvthc  jzMjkzse,  fim 
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after  •which  they  a. rife  and  of c end  to  heaven,  at  bearing  tbeir  ttjlhnc- 
ny  with  greater  efficacy  and  honour  than  ever  before,  unto  the  over¬ 
throw  of  a  tenth  part. of  the  Romifh  jurifdiflioa,  and  the  /laughter of 
~ooO  men,  and  to  the  confernation  <f  the  reft  of  that  party,  which 
puts  an  end  to  the  fecond  wo,  7, — 14 :  And  under  thefeventh  trumpet, 
denouncing  the  third  wo,  all  antichrijiian  powers  would  he  utterly  - 
defrayed,  and  iffue  in  a  glorious  fate  of  Cbrif*s  kingdom  upon  earth, 

l5»— 19. 


T**t. 

ND  there  was 
*  given  ft ie  a 
feed  Like  unto  a 
and  i\\t  ^n- 
gd  fVooJj  fay:Tig* 
Rife^tid  mcaiuriS 
tlir  iemi>!c  of 
and  the  al¬ 
tar,  and  ihcm 
that  worfrip 
fbtreiii. 


i  i'nr  rmirt 
U  without 
the  temple  leave 
out,  and  mcafure 
ft  not  5  fot  it  i* 
fiven  unto  the 
Geiirilc*  ;  and  the 
hMy  city  (ball 
lMry'tfC"d  ur^cr 
Tout  lurrtjr  uul 
U-n  Months* 


period  ra. 

P  A  E  A  F  H  R  A.I  B. 

THEN,  in  order  to  my  having  a  general  view  of“the 
true  Hate  both  of  the  pure  and  the  antichrifUan- 
church,  methought,  a  reed  was  pur  into  my  hand,  an- 
fwernig  to  the  meafaring  red  and  line  which  the  pro¬ 
phets,  Ezekiel  and  Zecbariah ,  faw  in  vifion  for  tnea- 
faring  the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  (Ezelc.  si.  3, — 5*  and 
Zcch.  ii-  1,  a.)  And  tbr  Angel  of  the  covenant,  who 
had  given  me  the  open  little  book,  (chap.  itx.  8.  &c.) 
{landing  near,  faid  unto  me,  Arifc,  and  with  this  rod, 
which  is  a  proper  emblem  of  the  holy  feripture,  as  the 
rule  by  which  all  perfons,  do&rines,  and  practices  are 
to  be  tried,  ( Ifa .  viii.  30.  and  Gat.  vi.  16.)  take  the  juA 
di  then  lions  of  the  true  gofpel-chnrch,  which  is  now 
the  temple  of  God,  as  bii»  habitation  through  the  Spi¬ 
rit  :  (t  Cor.  iii.  id,  17.  and  2  Cor.  vi.  id.  and  Epb.  ii. 
21,  22.)  Meafare  likewife  the  altar,  at  which  .they,  as 
a  fpiritual  boyfe  and  holy  prieflbood,  efrr  up  fpiritual  fa - 
crific't  of  prayer  and  praife,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jefits 
Cbri/i,  (1  Pet.  it.  5.):  And  he  further  ordered  me  to 
take  an  exa£t  account  of  tbofe  of  the  vifible  church, 
who  worlhip  God  in  fpirit  and  truth,  through  ChriU 
as  their  altar,  according  to  gofpel  inftiturion. 

2  But  though  the  whole  temple  at  Jervfaian  was 
rricafared,  becaufe  all  its  parts  were  to  be  entirely  re¬ 
built  i  yet,  faid  the  angel  unto  me  (alluding  to  the  out¬ 
ward  court  of  that  temple,  (Ezek.  xl.  17.)  where  all 
ffrael  wot  (hipped  promifcuouuy,)  You  fhall  not  take  in 
the  whole  of  the  vifible  church  in  your  meafurement  j 
but  fhall  leave  out  facb  as  do  not  agree  to  this  role  j 
Thereby  intimating,  that  formal  profedbrs,  who  an- 
fwer  to  outward  court- worfhippers,  fhould  not  he  rec¬ 
koned  to  the  true  church  of  Chrift,  as  being  rejeOed 
of  him :  For,  bid  he,  that  part  of  the  yifihle  church 
is  permitted,  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  to 
fall  under  the  power  of  antichiiitiaa  Rome  r  which 
might  fitly  be  filled  the  Gentiles,  as  their  idolatrous 
yvorfbipof  faints,  angels,  and  images,  would  referable 
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And  I  will 
jtivt  fvwer  unto 
nyt^-o 

aad  they  (hall 
pmpkfy  a  ibon- 
ilrd  (on;  bnjrd 
and  (hvitfcorc 
«jyS,  drilled  ill 
tick  doth* 


the  demon-worfhip  of  the  heathen,  and  as  many  others 
of  their  religions  Cervices  would  be  derived  from,  and 
fymboiize  with  them  :  And  thefe  Gentinzing  Chri  Ili¬ 
ans,  as  he  further  added,  {ball  not  only  trample  upon, 
opprefs  acd  perfecute  the  pure  church,  but  alfo  eier* 
cife  a  tyrannical  dominion  over  all  profrflbrs  of  the 
Chridian  name,  even  as  it  was  foretold. that  Jerufalm 
itfclf,  the  coce  holy  city,  fhould  be  broken  down  of  the 
Gentiles,  Luis  xsi.  24.  (See  the  note  there.)  And  the 
continuance  of  their  power  fliall  be  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years,  *  which,  in  the  ftile 
of  prophecy,  ate  denoted  by  forty  and  two  month;, 
reckoning  each  month  at  -  thirty  days,  and  each  day 
for  a  year,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  x.  6.) 

3  11  ut  notwkhftanding  all  the  degeneracy  and  up* 
predion  of  the  ilomifh  church,  I  will  raife  up,  give 
commiffion  and  authoriry  to,  and  powerfully  preferve 
and  aflift  a  compete  nr,  though  fmall  number  of  faitb- 
ful  fervants,  to  bear  an  honourable  witneft  to  my  name 
and  gofpcl,  and  tbc  purity  of  my  in  dilutions,  in  their 
preaching,  holy  profcQion,  and  converfation,  and  to 
remon  Urate  again d  the  idolatry  and  otber  groi's  corrup¬ 
tions  of  that  apodate  church,  in  a  fucccflion  of  them 
from  age  to  age  +  ;  which  may  be  called  two  v)ltnejfeet 
with  reference  to  the  validity  of  their  teftiiuony  to  tda- 
blifh  the  truth  of  what  they  declare ;  (*St-e  Dent,  xvii. 
6,  and  six.  15.  Matth.  xvi».  16,  and  2  Cor .  xiii.  1.)  ; 
And  with  an  allufion  to  fume  famous  pairs  of  prophets 

in 
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*  Till*  yrtTA,  a*  Mf 

and  \  think  facvii  witii 
fcafclicyui  hts  Ficnce,  and  in  (he  Content* 
of  this  third  lark'd,  is  nor  to 
till  Ac  )nt(fc'na»  of  Rair.e 

was-  pafkd  avrjv,  as  tbc  pwcrfintf 
of  yorcrfiment  v>'trt  before  it,  rill  ^  ' 

f mid  of  ibookJ  k  dUhi.ih* 

rd  b  Romt,  ^hk:l»j  od  fame  aecs  UitfSt 
he  called  the  frvtzity  and  cji  ethef 
wvoattb  "he  form  ’cf  iscmnmritt; 

vhen  R  me.  o;kc  the  pouut'wi  aofirefe  of 
the  uofiti,  after  (he  Kid  lot)  lr.*i  dmunh*!!, 
and  fcenitfd  to  Me  it  uitimut  hope  of 
very,  Ihould  he  vdfored  tn  pmver  ar.d  empire 
again,  which  vis  to  connirce  during  tbs 
iiGo&y*  of  lliU  pc,i*:d,  ami  then  to  he 
utterly  overthrown,  anti  iicvcmo  rite  a^hi/' 
*— *4'  Now,  (lav*  he)  av  ?  great  taiivry  of 
cuTCniriiigtfrfbtfifonre*  ifcrw  ;bc  i!rj:nn*p« 
of  this  pciioil  about  yt'r*f  yjtf,  wT-'li  d’O 

I'op  *  vrre  ;imtted  wiin  the  umpire]  d*> 
rrdnion  of  Pome,  which  only  time,  the 
fcretal  defciipirontdo  all  ;  Use 

n(c  t:?js  ot  this  prophecy  jjre  10  lift  fo 
Jei  *  i*  Lb  if  power  i*  to  e*uL:ii:tj  viddi 


(tun*  evidently  10  (hew,  thai  vr  are  nor  lo 
urdeiftar-tl  itUo  Jtrffriv*'  day*,  the  lime  <tf 
tlm  pcri'id,  but  fo  m:r>y  fwphtic  days,  in 
vhkh  n  day  '^  jjivcn  for  a  year,*' 

t  Theft  ia'Z  M-iutui i  ii:can,  notary  two 
pftrt;cbl.  r  i^rfuns,  blit  a  (UecUTwn  tf  fa  th- 
ful  nnniHcist  For  ihctr  jirt  phesyii,^  ii* 
in  fiitkdi'th  to  itd i> 
and  tlicjv'  iitiTig  J'poken  of,  a*  n'ay  uvU 
he  con  fitter  rd  vi:h  *c<pct\  t*>  (he  fuflreW^y 
of  their  wi;ne!s-fct£rinci  RliufiMi 

MnfLi  zi\il  AiiCirii,  the  d^liV^TCii  cf 
cMh-rrn  ot  Ifiutl  vmt  of  Eyypi,  ;.nd  r^ireia 
of  (he  u-nrfl’tp  of  tif'd  dOfOo^  them:  lo 
ln^Ji  anti  Ehimi,  the  rvitercr?  ot  Jos  wte- 
jiip  it'rtt  Ez-Fj  iioh:ry  ;  ao:t  fuZernhl-eh:I 
ihc  rcliuildcrs  cf  the  t u:^; 

nvjU  of  all  which  peiihi;*  ffvni  to  l^e  u*f<irotJ 
to  vcr.  4,  5,  0.  Ai'd,  peilnrb  h 
piint  t'>  voire  r^uibb'C  j'Ji;  cl 

cvi'-j-iinioRs,  ihu  iborld  arife 
in  Z  fyci'duon  nr  ihcni,  di.r:::y  ti  ^  peiiod ; 
inch  as  :be  Alni^nicv  and  \\a  desucat  John 
Hu's  and  jsitrc  rt 

I  >1  I  >■■> 

v-ittal,  *  l*u  l**m«m* 


a$o 


4  Thefe  are 
the  iwo  oiive* 
trees>  aui  the 
Iwo  candtcflieks 
fbiodiug  before 
the  God  of  ihc 
eurih* 


j  And  if  any 
man  -wilt  hurt 
ihrm,  fire  pm- 
cecklelh  et)t  of 
their  month *  and 
dtvftumh  their 
tiicmie*  :  and  if 
btiymm  a^ll  hurt 
them,  he  md ft  in 
thi*  manner  be 
billed* 


7 Tie  Revelation  paraplrafid .  Ch*xi* 

in  former  days  :  And  th cfe  (hall  continue  to  bear  a  no¬ 
ble  reft;  many  to  me  and  my  catife  rhrough  the  whole 
term  of  Atinchrift’s  reign,  which  will  be  twelve  han¬ 
dful  and  Cxry  days*  reckoning  each  day  for  a  year, 
and  fo  will  b;  exactly  the  fame  period,  but  now  figni- 
lied  ( ver *  a.)  by  forty  and  two  months*  (See  the  note 
on  chap*  x*  6*)  In  all  which  time,  as  the  ancient 
prophets  and  people  of  God  ufed  to  wear  fackcloth,  in 
token  of  mourning  and  lamentation,  in  the  days  of 
Ifrae?%  aflliftion  ;  fo,  in  allnfion  thereunto,  thefe  faith¬ 
ful  fervants  (hall  bravely  maintain  their  teftimony  in 
cireumftances  as  diftrefled  and  perilous,  and  with  hearts 
as  deeply  a  Hefted  at  the  low  and  degenerate  (late  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  at  the  alHifted  condition  of  the  people  of 
God  under  the  power  of  perfecuticms,  as  though  they 
were  to  manifefl  it  by  clothing  themfclvcs  with  lack* 
cloth, 

4  Thefe,  how  much  foever  they  may  he  defpifed 
and  opprelfcd  by  the  apoftate  church,  are  in  high  ho¬ 
nour  and  efteein  with  God;  and  as  Zerubbabtl  and 
JoJbua  the  bigh  pried  were  compared  td  two  oifac  trus, 
that  fed  the  lamps  of  the  temple  with  oil,  on  account 
of  their  em  ploying  all  their  wifdom,  gifts  and  graces, 
with  which  they  were  richly  fumtfhed,  for  rebuilding 
the  temple,  and  re-elbblHhtng  the  worihip  of  Gcxl  in 
ir,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  the  liord, 
[Zccb.  iv,  6>— 14.);  fo  thefe ‘witneffes  in  feckcloth 
fb all  be  continually  fnpplied  with  the  light  and  aflift- 
ances  of  th^  Spirit  to  enable  them,  am  id  ft  all  their  tri¬ 
als,  to  minifter  the  piire  uncorrupted  gofpel,  for  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  the  church,  and  for  holding 
forth  the  light  of  truth  and  bolinefs  to  the  world,  like 
candles  fet  on  candlefticks*  (Matth*  v,  14, — 16.)  as  be¬ 
comes  fervants  Handing  in  the  prefence  of  the  forereign 
Lord  of  the  whole  earth,  ro  minifter  before  him,  with 
a  confcioufnefs  of  his  obferving  them,  and  with  an 
humble  dependence  on  him  for  protection,  afliftance, 
and  iucct  fs, 

5  And  if  any,  through  inveterate  prejudices  againft 
them  and  their  doctrine,  ftiall  fet  themfclvcs  to  injure 
and  diftrefs  them,  and  put  an  end  to  tbeir  teftimony, 
as  Ahaziah  did  in  the  cafe  of  Elijah,  when  to  feize 
him,  he  lent  two  companies  of  foldiers,  which  were 
con  fumed  by  fire  from  heaven,  in  anfwer  to  bis  prayer, 
and  in  vindication  of  bis  righteous  caufe,  (3  Kings  u 
jo,— 12«)>  th?  word  of  the  Lord,  in  the  month  of 
thefe  two  faithful  witnefles,  (hall  be  like  fire  to  devour 
their  enemies,  (/er.  v,  t*}  14,)  as  God  will  hear  their 

prayers 
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tf  Theft  hive 
poucr  iq  (tat 
heaven,  that  it 
niu  not  in  the 
days  of  their 
prophecy  ;  aod 
have  pover  over 
the  wnterf  to  Uif  u 
fhrm  to  btgorii 
?n*l  to  fni'c  t>  c 
enrtH  wi'h  all 
pli^ies ,  a*  cf*cn 
a*  ihvy  wiiL 


1  And  vheo 

they  (Hall  h we  fi- 
iiiihvd  their  tdli- 
it^>\  the  ttcilt 
tkUlnaJdh  Mit 
or  the  bottomlefs 
]>it  Ibll  mite 
«r*r  againft  ihem^ 
ud  (bill  over¬ 
come  their,  and 
kill  them. 


The  RevelIT  to n  paraphrafed,  nit 

prayers  under  oppreflian,  and  will  certainly  avenge 
them  in  due  feafon,  by  executing  the  juft  judgments 
they  fliall  denounce  in  their  miniftry,  by  bis  authority 
againft  their  amiehriftian-pcrfecutors :  And  if,  not* 
witbftanding  ait  the  folemn  warnings  that  (hall  be  gi¬ 
ven,  they  will  ftill  perfift  in  abufing  them  and  obftruc- 
ting  their  good  work,  they  (hall  (boner  or  later,  in  the 
manner  but  now  mentioned,  find  the  dreadful  tffefts 
of  it  to  their  own  deftru&ion,  which  is  repeated,  like 
the  doubling  of  Pharaoh* s  dream,  becaufe  the  thing  is 
certain*  {Gen,  xli-  32.) 

6  As  the  prophet  Elijah  had  power  with  God  by 
prayer,  in.  a  time  of  drought  <md  famine,  ro  ftop  the 
bottles  of  heaven,  according  to  his  predi£Uon,  that 
rain  might  not  defeend  for  the  fpace  of  three  years  and 
fix  months  to  make  the  earth  fruitful,  (1  Kings  xvii.  1* 
and  Jam,  v.  ry*);  and  as  Mofes  and  Aaron  received 
authority  from  God  to  turn  the  waters  of  £gypt  into 
blood,  {Exo<Lv\u  17.)  and  to  inflift  any  other  plagoe 
on  that  oppreffive  and  perfecting  people,  which  a  di* 
vine  order  direfted  them  to  ;  So  thefe  witnefs- bearing 
fervaots  were  reprefented  to  me,  as  being  fo  dear  to 
GGd,  and  having  fuch  an  imereft  in  him  by  the  prayer 
of  faith,  as,  during  the  courfe  of  their  prophesying, 
to  denounce  againft,  and  bring  down  upon  their  cruel 
anticbriftian-enemies,  fuch  terrible  puniftiments  of  a 
temporal  and  fpiritual  nature,  whether  by  war  or  £a* 
mine,  or  withholding  the  rain  of  his  word,  fpsrit,  and 
pro  video  mi  bounties,  as  often  as  he  fees  fit  to  order 
them  to  denounce  either  of  thofe  judgments  againft 
the  fubjecls  or  the  Romifti  dominion :  And  this  he 
authorized  them  to  do,  with  upon  them  for  their 
obftinate  wickednefs,  not  fromafpirit  of  private  re* 
venge,  but  for  the  vindication  of  his  own  honour,  and 
of  the  faithiulncfs  and  importance  of  their  teflimo- 

*y* 

7  And  during  the  time  of  their  witnefs-bearing,  till 
they  (half  have  finished  their  teltimony  in  fackcloth,  to 
Chrift  and  his  gofptl,  and  again  ft  all  antichriflian-cr* 
rors  in  do£lrine  and  worlhip,  through  the  forty  and 
two  months,  or  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years,  the  pa- 
pal  tyranny,  or  grand  antichrift,  which  was  reprefented 
to  me  under  the  figure  of  a  wild  bead,  (rff  fee  al- 
fo  chap,  xiii.  1.  and  xvih  8.)  j  the  fame  that  was  fore* 
told  hy  the  fourth  heajl  in  Daniels  prophecy,  {chap, 
vii.  23, — 1;,) ;  and  derives  his  power  from  SataD,  like 
one  that  rifts  up  from  the  horrid  unfathomable  ahyfs 
of  hell ;  This  *vuel  be  aft,  vrhje  coming  will  he  after  the 

working 
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t  And  their 
dad  *odW  fifl/t 
If  m  tho  ttrccr  of 
the  grat  city, 
which  Ipirituuliy 
is  called 
am)  Egypt*  where 
olio  our  Lord 
was  ciuciUwL 


working  of  Sotan,  (2  Theff.  ii,  9.)  will  make  a  furious 
oppofmon  to  trty  wirtiefTeg, '  and  will  be  iuiTcred  to 
prevail*  by  Uuiagem,  and  violence,  for  a  time,  againft 
them,  and  deprive  them  of  their  civil  and  religious  li¬ 
berties,  and  make  great  daughter  of  them  *. 

8  And  it  is  the  highest  infbnce  of  mcrcilefs  bar¬ 
barity,  to  deny  dead  bodies  a  burial,  and  leave  them 
flume  fully  expofed  in  public  places  of  eoncourfe  ;  fo, 
to  fbew  thcntoU  malignant  inhumanity  and  indignity 
again  ft  thefe  wunefles,  they  will  not  only  be  (lain,  in 
a  political,  and  many  of  them  in  a  literal  fenfe  ;  but 
will  becxpofcd  to  open  contempt  and  ignominy  in  the 
papilb  dominion,  which  is  of  large  extent,  and  has  for 
its  capital  the  great  city  of  Roms,  (chap.  xvi.  19,  and 
xviL  18*  and  xviii*  jo,— \ 6*  i8f  2L*)  which  in  a  mjf- 
ticat  fenfe  may  be  called  Sodom,  for  itfi  pride,  fittbineft, 

and 


N  o 

*  Many  learned  eipofitors  irodtrlhtM  ilus 
**  flaying  of  the  witneflcf,”  to  rrkteto  fb»ne 
more  than  commonly  I cvere  pericaitioos  of 
the  church,  for  three  prophetic  days  years 
ae4  a  halt,  (ver*  p.)  toward  the  clofe  ol  the 
ntfo  veare  of  Anticbrifrs  rrigD,  and  of  the 
wttneffi'.  prophelyiOi  in  kkt  bth  Hut  ihey  _ 
ore  much  divided  in  their  co:ije£hirt£  about 
the  time  of  thi*  event,  whethet  it  he  Ji^dy 
pjft ,  w  yet  to  come.  They,  wh o  topp^fe  it 
•d  be  already  pill,  refer  it  to  very  iiifiifint 
ttiftmees  of  Icvcrc  perfecution*,  which  con- 
liiHieJ  only  three  year*  and  a  hith  Stots 
carry  it  ft  far  hack,  as  to  ike- council  of 
Gmfance,  ibmu  che  year  w.|f  v*ben  John 
Hu&  and  Jerome  of  tfrjgus  were  put  10 
dcith  j  olhetr?  refer  it  to  the  Sma!tfJd;c  war 
in  Germany,  about  1547;  o  hm,  to  the 
Popith  petit  cation  in  Queen  Miry's  d*ys  in 
England,  about  the  ycjr  t  ^3  s  oilers,  to 
the  raaliacre  of  the  Protects  in  tr«nrrt 
,571 ;  and  others,  m  the  cruelties  espied 
on  the  Vaudoi*  in  Piedmont,  unJer  lUc  Juke 
of  Savor,  about  idSy  :  AH  which  re  a*  a  liv¬ 
able  perfections  la (Wd  about thra  yenri  ao%! 
a  half.  And  fever)!  of  theie  expo JirMTr  rip- 
pofc,  ibudgjt  not  vCTy  c-iiddt-niiy  with 

their  own  ich ernes,  that  **  icfo  rcC\lon  of 
**  the  ncrneilei"  *  wu  ai  t^c  tiiw;  of  ike  Pro* 
trhnt  Rcf^r-3Btion  ;  wliaeas  nm(t  af  toe 
to  which  they  apply  the  **  flaying  «f 
^  the  wi' Defies,*  were  aitor  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  commenced :  Others  of  tkTn,  whoakn 
take  the  three  days  and  a  half  (vct  p.)  10 
£gnify  in  prophetic  QtJe  thee  years  &;id  a 
half,  think,  that  the  **  rtayioy  nl  ihe  uit- 
V*  nefies/’  and  canfequc'Mjy  and' 

efet w^TWjf  L  Hill  to  come  toward  the  rio'Cvf 
ehc  udo  year*,  or  44  month  $  of  tiidr  pro* 
phefyi  DJ  in  ^'ckciotb.  i'or  they  apprehend 
h_t  die  wlIot.U1a  ^rc  do:  yet  ri^n,  ai- 
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vanoed  to  To  girst  power  and  honour  u  h 
Unified  by  their  “  fbnding  on  their  fret 
**  tut#  afeending  up  to  heaven and  that  no 
fu.h  blow  has  hitherto  been  given  ro  Popery, 
as  b  rep  relented  to  be  :he  immediatt  cpnt* 
quenoe  of  their  riling;  ami  afeending.  All 
tbi*  Ihews  the  exircmc  uoccminfy  that  at¬ 
tends  every  (joeCs  about  the  (Uyinj,  rific^, 
and  aiciuiljxig  of  the  upo-i  the 

foot  of  Dndcrftandinp  the  Li  three  days  ?T,id 
“  a  Mir1  to  man  only  “  three  jc,  fs  and  i 
**  half*”  Bui  all  theic  cou^rovcifies  aU.iic 
it  are  dTcOually  fuperceded,  if  .as  leema  to 
me  moll  likely)  we  rtfn’vt  the  three  days 
and  a  half  into  prophetic  day*  of  years*  zm\ 
then  the  three  years  and  a  half  into  ±n  agree¬ 
ment  tfl.h  11  the  lime,  aud  times,  and  Mu 
(i  time,"  inthb  book,  (ciiapt  xii.  >4.)  and 
in  Damrl’s  prophefy,  (chap*  an*  6,  y.)  and 
ft>  make  them  equal  to  the  prophetic  4a 
months  and  ia£s  days,  (ice  the  note  un 
ch*ip*  x*  d*)  Thb  makes  the  general  (ie- 
Li options  cf  this  period  etitinly  m^Torm  ; 
and  the  words  t4  when  they  iWl  hate 
“  ej  their  [efliuwciy  (nra?  ray, 

according  to  the  latitude  ot'  the  tpufe  aid 
particle,  fijpitV*  "  while  they  arc,  cr  ihiU 
“  he  perferrclug  their  For 

fa?  A*)  when  Imnathnes  urtilfy  u  in 

Mauh,  nxiv*  )i*;  and  pdjhf  is  rcniia^d 
f  h formed t  Luke  ii*  Bui  if,  as  forte 

/cifipofc,  the  v?'jids  may  )x:  n-ndereH*  **  TVhwi 
*(  they  ftisll  be  about  to  finifti  their  ttfli* 
lf  mouy,”  or  toward  the  clffc  of  ihb  pe¬ 
riod  for  thewnnefles  pruphtfjinp  in  fork* 
doth,  which  I  apprehend  U  not  yet  c Jtpm.il, 
thtn  thb  Haying  ikiu  mult  Hill  be  fi>  enme. 
And  it  frenvs  not  impi'ohahle  bur  that  the  bft 
erforrs  of  AntichriiVta*  powers  may  be  ihe 
m^H  terrible  aud  prevaient  or  *11  that  hav*; 
*;;te  beib«  irfiqcc  the  Rtforrruntwk. 
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p  Aad  they  of 

ibe  people,  and 
klndrcili  ,  and 
Jongucj,  add  na- 
r'-oiis*  thalt  fee 
then  dr*d  bodies 
threrdayt  and  m 
half,  u»d  tbJt  not 
fuller  dead 

bodioi  tO  be  pLU 
in  graves. 


10  And  they 
that  dwell  upon 
the  earth  foali  re¬ 
joice  o*er  them, 
jjiJ  make  merry, 
and  IhJJ  fend 
gifts  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  ;  lie«mfc 
thefc  two  pro¬ 
phet*  tormented 
iW:m  [hit  dw;L 
•a  the  eintu 


1 1  And  Afrer 
three 


and  wickedncb,  and  Egypt  for  its  tyranny,  opprefiion, 
and  idolatry  *  and  may  be  compiled  to  Jerufahn*  winch 
killed  the  prophets,  and,  when  under  the  j?anuiK- juris¬ 
diction,  put  our  bleflVd  Lord  to  the  fhameftil  mu!  pain¬ 
ful  death  of  the  <;ro£s>  and  afterward  crucified  him  a- 
frelh  in  the  rnarytdom  of  his  members,  which  will  be 
afted  over  again  by  thefc  cruel  poTecurors* 

9  And  this  will  be  counted  fuch  a  triumph  of  the 
antichriftbn  power  over  the  faints  f,  that  the  ftibjecU 
of  its  dominion,  wherefoever  they  dwell,  in  different 
countries  of  various  tribes,  languages*  and  nations, 
will  barbaioufly  infutr  over  them,  as  feeing  them  expo- 
fed,  with  as  much  ignominy,  abhorrence,  and  inhuma¬ 
nity,  aa  chough  they  were  loafhfome  carcafes  kept  above 
ground,  and  not  fuffered  to  be  decently  interred,  du¬ 
ring  the  period  of  their  prophefying  tn  fackcloth,  which 
may  be  called  three  days  and  a  half,  in  allufion  to  the 
time  that  unburted  dead  bodies  may  ordinarily  be  kept, 
without  offtrnfive  putrefaftion,  and  which  in  prophetic 
ftile  is  aufwerable  to  a  riW,  times  f  anti  half  a  tme% 
another  prophetic  number,  parallel  to  forty  and  two 
months  %  or  twelve  hundred  and  fxty  days ■  (See  the 
note  on  wr,  7.) 

10  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  papal  territories  will 
be  mightily  pleated  at  the  inhuman  treatment  of  the 
ibin  wkneffes  \  and,  as  though  the  day  were  uow  ab¬ 
solutely  their  own,  will  congaiulate  one  another,  and 
go  into  all  forts  of  merriment  and  fea  fling,  and  fending 
portions  one  to  amthcry  and  gifts  to  th *  foory  as  if,  like 
the  day  of  the  Jews  deliverance  from  their  enemies* 
( Fjih .  I!.  ,22*)  this  were  to  be  obfrrved  as  a  time  of' 
thaukfgiving  to  Gcd;  bdeaufc  they  had  brought  down 
the  faithful  monitor*,  that  Riled  th?  fubjctls  of  tbean«- 
tichrilUan-empsrc  with  inroU  rablc  vexation,  by  teffify- 
ing  both  openly  and  piaf.tic.illy,  by  preaching  and  ex¬ 
ample,  agjinit  thrir  abominable  corruptions  in  doc¬ 
trine,  worihipj  and  maimers;  and  by  denouncing  the 
judgments  of  God,  which  would  come  upon  them,  on 
that  account. 

11  But  111  vain  will  they  imagine  themfelves  fecure 

from 


K  o 

t  Same  by  «  the  people,  tht f  Ifrmld  tec 
f*  tbeir  bodies,  2nd  not  filler  them  to 
“  bv  put  In  ^rarts,11  undenhed  tlielr  kind 
PrTtcIhxnt  (rie-ads,  who  vot;M  not  fofTL-r 
th^n  to  be  boned,  in  boprt  of  their  rcriv:ng 
ajsuiD*  Bat  it  fceuis  more  Soluble  ta  the 
following  verft,  and  the  vhule  teuot  of  thlc 
gtorrJ  dcferipcico  of  the  mournful  llafc  of 


T  E. 

thr  mrh\U  prophefying  in  ftch- 

cioth,  to  tt  as  meaning  their 

barti!iro;;&  :  And  yet  u  mult 

browned,  that  irthci*  feofe  Ih^gells  great 
ti;cou:Ta£s«wnt  xo  the  church  under  alt  their 
fdfcrini;  circum!li:nas,  or*  iu^pofition  that 
it  is  to  be  cuu&nal  to  time*  after  tUo  Rckr* 
jnation. 
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three  day*  &nd  from  being  ever  troubled  again  with  a  revival  of  the 
rit  ^Hi  ft*  from  caufe,  which  they  thought  was  io  thoroughly  fuppreflVd, 
o»d  tatfitd  low  as  to  be  pall  all  likelihood  of  recovery  ;  For,  after  the 
them:  and  rh<y  espi ration  of  the  above-mentioned  period,  which,  tno* 
Ind*  gi^t  ^"lilting  of  twelve-hundred  and  fisty  years,  may,  in 
few  ftU  upon  a  way  of  computing  prophetic  numbers,  be  expreflld, 
niem  which  taw  34  It, has  been  put  now,  ( ver .  9-)  by  three  days  and  an 
half,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  7.)  Methought  I  faw  the 
qutekning  fpirit,  which,  proceeding  from  God,  enter¬ 
ed  into,  railed  up  and  animated  a  fucceffion  of  faith¬ 
ful  witnefles  to  this  fame  glorious  caufe,  of  the  fame 
principles  and  temper  with  thofe  that  had  gone  before 
them,  as  John  the  Baftijl  came  in  the  fpirit  and  power 
of  £!iai,  and  for  that  reafon  bore  his  name :  (Luie  i, 
17.  and  Matth.  si,  14.  and  xvii,  11,  12.)  And  they 
flood  with  itrengtb,  courage,  and  vigour,  on  their  feet, 
like  perfons  railed  in  full  health  from  the  dead,  and 
ready  to  engage  in  any  fervice  that  God  fhould  call 
them  to,  as  IfraePs  reiteration  was  reprefented  in  Eze- 
isePs  vifion  under,  the  figure  of  a  refur reSiaa  of  dry 
hones,  and  of  their  Handing  upon  their  feet-  (Chap. 
xxxvii.  1, — to.)  And  at  their  enemies  feeing  this  un¬ 
expected  wonderful  alteration,  they  were  terribly  afraid 
of  being  tormeureil  by  thefe  wttndTes,  mors  than  ever 
before. 


n  An4  they 
heard  a  gvttf 
voice  fmm  hea¬ 
ven,  ikying  unto 
them,  Coac  op 
hither.  And  they 
afawM  op  10 
heaminadood, 
aod  their  cncmkt 
hrhrid  them. 


1%  And  the 
hmc 
then  a 
carthpakc,  and 
the  tenth  pot  of 
the  city  fell,  and 
is  the  earthquake 
were 


12  And  for  the  further  encouragement  of  thefe  ri* 
fen  witnefles,  methought,  1  heard  a  loud  voice  to  call 
them  from  heaven,  the  throne  o£  God's  glory,  faying. 
Come  up  hither;  by  which  was  (ignifted,  that  God 
would  vifthly  take  them  into  his  fpecial  protection,  and 
would  dlfiR,  own,  and  honour. them  with  great  fucctfs 
io  his  work  and  caufe :  And  thereupon  methooght,  in 
altution  to  ChrtR's  visible  afeenfion  to  heaven  in  a  cloud 
after  his  refurrection  from  the  dead,  they  afeended  up 
to  heaven  in  the  midft  of  a  bright  cloud,  to  figtufy 
God's  exalting  them  to  eminent  dignity,  power,  and 
profpericy,  according  to  the  metaphorical  fenfe,  in 
which  the  feripture  ufes  fuch  terms,  {If a,  siv*  13*  and 
Matth.  xi.  23}  and  their  enemies  could  not  but  fee 
what  a  glorious  change  was  made  in  their  circumftan- 
ces,  and  what  a  fignat  teitimony  of  favour  and  honour 
God  had  therein  given  to  them* 

13  And,  at  the  very  fame  time,  there  were  ftrong 
ccmvollioru  and  confulionsin  the  civil  and  ccdcfiafti- 
cal  affairs  of  the  amichriftian  nations,  which  are  repre* 
felted  under  the  emblem  of  a  great  earthquake*  like 
that  which  attended  the  refurre&ion  of  our  Lord, 
{Matth*  xxviii-  a.) ;  and  by  means  thereof  a  very  eonfi- 

deiable 
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vm  Ibis  of  bkq 
fcrcn  tHoidkod : 
ind  the  remnant 
were  affrighted, 
and  gMwe  |Mvy  to 
the  God  of  hea¬ 
ven. 


14  Thefecond 

WO  it  pafti  at)d 

behold,  the  third 
wt>  coraeib  qaick- 

ty. 


i  g  A od  the  fe- 
Tcnth  mgcl  fun¬ 
ded  f  and  there 
were  great  voice* 
in  hems,  frying. 
The  kingdom*  of 
thi*  world  are  be¬ 
come  /hr  kt*rd&ni 
at  our  l>rd,  and 
of  hi*  Ch rift*  and 
be  Hull  reign  for 
tier  and  ever. 


dcrable  body;  which  may  be  called  a  tenth  part  of  the 
papal  jurifdi&io/i  fell  oil  from  it  *.  And,  in  the  midft 
of  thefe  commotions,  a  gn-at  number  of  their  parry, 
like  (even  thoufand  men  of  name,  power,  and  influence* 
(mmmt*  arfyaTfr}  together  with  their  dependents,  fell  in 
battle  :  and  the  remainder  of  them  were  aftoniffied  and 
terrified,  and  forced  to  own,  to  the  glory  of  the  only 
true  God,  whole  throne  is  eflabiiihed  in  heaven*  that 
there  was  an  extrordinary  appearance  of  hi 3  power  and 
providence  in  favour  of  his  church,  and  againft  his  po- 
pifh  enemies;  and  by  meins- of  preaching  ihe  gofpcl, 
in  concurrence  with  his  Spirit  and  his  amazing  provi¬ 
dence,  they  were  converted  from  fuperftinon  and  ido¬ 
latry,  eo  the  glory  of  God,  in  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jcfus, 

14  This  brings  us  to  the  end  of  the  ftcmtd  great  wo* 
chat  had  been  thtcatnedby  the  ftxth  angel,  (chap.  ix. 
13,  &c+)  And  obferve,  with  attention  and  reverend  awe* 
the  third  and  lafi  wo  will  be  immediately  denounced  by 
th zfevtntb  angel. 

Trumpet  VII.  bci  nj^  the  third  and  lajt  u>o*t  rum* 
p*t*j  iy*  Then  the  frvtnth  anycl  blew  bis  trumpet, 
which  was  to  be  followed  with  effufions  of  the  fevtn  v£- 
a/r,  (chap,  xvi.)  that  would  bring  about  the  entire  ruin 
of  the  antichrifttao-ftate  of  Rom*i  and  immediately  u- 
poo  this  notice  of  it,  there  were  loud  acclamations  of 
joy  and  pratfe  among  the  witnefle?  that  abended  up  to 
heaven,  (w.  Jl.}  laying,  Now  the  long-looked  for, 
and  earnestly  defired  time  is  come,  in  which  all  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  particularly  thofe  that  had 
been  under  anrichrilVs  dominion  before,  are  brought  in¬ 
to  a  fpiritual,  cheerful,  and  holy  fubjeftion,  as  nations 
devoted  to  God^and  to  his  MdTiah  $  they  being  made  a 
willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power :  And  he,  who 
has  fet  up  his  throne  in  great  glory  among  tbem,  fliall 


N  o 

*  The  account  given  in  the  paraphtafr  of 
the  "  tenth  part  of  the  city,  and  fevrn 
«  thou  find  tnen^1*  m  meaning  a  onnfidcrable 
part  of  die  Romifli  jorifilifUon  and  princi¬ 
pal  own  in  it,  appear*  to  me  a*  probable,  a* 
any  of  the  mzmtioiu  conjectures  tbit  had 
been  made  about  it*  Some  fijc  upop  one, 
and  other*  upon  another  of  the  ten  king¬ 
doms,  into  which  the  weftern  empire  vu 
divided,  after  it  became  amiahrifliin.  Rut, 
as  hi  I  fee,  we  mud  nil  for  the  event  to 
determine  it,  fimsc  thii  part  of  the  general 
vbv  of  the  prophecy  feems  to  be  not  yet 
fulfilled  i  And  the  fame  (Day  be  frid  wiih 
refpeft  to  the  frfittment*  of  others^  h|k> 
think  that  by  the  u  tenth  part  of  the  iMj" 


T  E, 

is  meant  Rome  frftlf,  which  is  now  but  n 
tenth  piitof  what  it  tras  at  the  time  of  this 
prophecy.  Rut  be  thefe  guetfetitf  they  will, 

1  take  die  tenth  part  of  the  city's  falling, 
and  tveu  tboufrnd  being  Agin,  co  Ggoify 
Tome  very  <tawcrai  of  popifll  powers; 
that  U  immediately  to  fuctccd  the  1  tfo  years 
of  the  heart's  rei'ti,  and  of  the  witnefle* 
propbtiyinj;  in  GtfltcLoth*  and  to  be  com* 
pJctcd  .by  the  pouring  out  of  the  frven  vials 
under  the  fevcnih  trumpet,  (chap.  JC?L) 
For  the  nunjhsrs  five*  2nd  ten  are  often 
ufed  ro  fiontfy  a*  in  Job  v.  ip.  PH " 

]  Kidi.il,  Luke  svsL  4.  Gen.  Jt&xi.  y*  1- 
6am*  i  9*  and  Etdcf*  vii.  19* 
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id  And  the 
ftnif  »nd  twenty 
d/Jcft,  *Mch  At 
before  CoJ  on 
their  Certs,  felt 
Dprp  their  futs, 
md  wcrQiip^ed 
Gvdf 

*7^«I>nR,  Wc 
give  thee  thinks, 
O  Lord  God  Al* 
miglity,  whirb 
PIT)  and  wilt.  And 
att  to  came  ;  ho 
cncfe  thou  hilt 
tAioi  to  thee  thy 
great  p'wer,  'and 
Eirt  reigned. 


iB  And  the  na¬ 
tions  were  angry, 
and  thy  wrath  Is 
come,  and  th* 
time  of  the  deed 
that  they  ihouid 
he  judged*  and 

dut  thou  QjdoM- 
eft  give  reward 
unto  thy  Servants 
the  prorphetii,  and 
to  the  ftin^and 
Them  that  fear 
thy  name,  fmA\ 
eud 


rule  over  them  by  his  word,  fpirit,  providence,  and 
i'ccpcer  of  righrcoufnds,  as  their  King;  and  he  fhall 
reign  in  this  manner  upon  earth,  till  the  utmoft  period 
of  this  glorious  djfpenfarion,  and  after  wards  under  a 
different  form,  in  heaven,  together  with  his  Fatherand 
Spirit i  to  all  eternity* 

16,  17  And,  upon  hearing  thefe  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy,  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  or  repit femauves  of 
the  church,  which  were  ft  a  ted  with  honour,  dignity, 
and  delight  on  their  thrones  in  the  immediate  prefence 
of  Cod,  (chap,  iy,  -4.)  rofe  from  their  feats;  and  prof- 
trating  themfelves  with  deep  humility  and  reverence, 
paid  their  folemn  adorations  to  God  the  Son,  together 
with  the  Father  f,  faying.  We  blefsthy  holy  and  glo¬ 
rious  name,  and  pay  our  cheerful  and  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  thee,  O  thou  eternal  and  almighty  Jeho¬ 
vah,  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all,  and,  together  with  thy 
Father,  the  only  true  God,  (fee  the  notes  on  ekap*  i* 
4*  8,)  who  from  everiafting  to  everlafting,art unchange¬ 
ably  the  fame  in  thy  being  and  petfe&ions,  counfeb, 
appointments,  and  covenant,  as  Qodj  and  art  the  fame 
yejterdayf  and  to-day y  and  for  ever %  as  Mediator;  [Neb. 
sin.  8)  Wefolcmniy  adore  and  praife  thee;  hecaufethou 
has  now  eminently  "affirmed  and  aflferted  thy  natural  and 
office-right  and  authority,  to  exercife  univerfal  domini¬ 
on  for  the  good  of  thy  church;  and  had  reigned,  by 
thy  providential  difpenfations,  with  great  power  and 
righteoufnefs  over  all  thine  enemies  ;  &nd ,  by  tby  grace, 
over  all  thy  people  in  the  molt  corifpicuous,  effectual, 
and  extenuve  manner, 

18  And  we  blefe  thy  divine  Majefty,  that  though  the 
nations,  which  were  fubjc£t  to  antichriftian  powers, 
were  enraged  again  ft,  and  cruelly  perfected  thy  wit- 
ndTes',  and  were  filled  with  indignation  at  thy  appear¬ 
ing  for  their  refeue;  yet  their  glorious  caufe  is  now 
judged:  thy  righteous  vengeance  is  executed  upon  thofc 
thatopprefled  them, and  repented  not  of  their  evil  deeds; 
and  thy  appointed  time,  the  fee-time  for  favouring  Sion, 
is  now  come,  that  thou  (houldcft  avenge  the  quarrel  of 
thy  covenant  in  reviving,  owning  and  honouring  thofe, 
who  in  a  civil  fenfe  were  dead,  and  in  vindicating  the 

character 


NOTE. 

f  T  think  tint  >11  the  folbwins  defcrip-  dom*  of  thh  world  will  he  brought  into  fob- 
dntiiof  the  divine  Perfon  here  Jpoken  of,  jcAinti,  uisen  Chrlft  (hall  take  to  himfdf 
my?  in  an  efpccial  manner,  poiot  out  to  us  “  hU  ipcu  power  and  reign;*  which  fccros 
fhc  Loni  Ohrid,  as  mofV  inimerfwtely  in-  mufi  evidently  to  be  fpc*ke»  nf}  by  wj 
tended  in  this  aferipsion  of  glory,  though  eminrt^e,  u  the  time  gf  kU  gWioa*  ku'g- 
an(  v>  the  exclusion  of  the  eternal  Father,  d*>?i  epea  the  darch* 

10  whom,  together  *:lh  tbs  the  king* 
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and  great,  and  chata&ers  of  thy  holy  martyrs  who  were  faithful  imto 
rfoarhj  and  that  thou  lh&uSdeft  btflcw  gracious  rewards 
jii#jrbe«rth.  of  full  liberty,  peace  and  profperity,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  gofp'el-or  din  antes  2nd  privileges,  upon  thy  mini- 
firing  iervamSj  who  in  their  own  perform,  or  in  their 
predeceflors,  or  both,  made  known  thy  will,  and  preach¬ 
ed  tby  pure  gofpri,  in  mournful  ctrcumfhnces  zt  the 
peril  of  their  lives  :  and  nor  upon  them  only,  but  upon 
all  thy  people,  whom  thou  hall  ft t  apart  and  fi*  notified 
for  thyfelf,  and  who  worfhip  th^e  with  a  reverential 
fear  of  thy  holy  name,  whether  they  be  .weaker  or 
ftrbnger  believers,  or  perfons  of  lower  or  higher  rank 
and  flarioti  in  the  church,  or  in  the  world  5  and  that 
thou  Ihouldeft  render  tribulation  to  thofe  anrichrifiian-* 
enemies,  who  troubled  them ;  and  bring  mter  detrac¬ 
tion  upon  thofe,  who  in  rbeir  day,  by  folfe  doctrine, 
fraud,  and  violence,  corrupted,  plundered  and  deftroyed 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  earth. 

rp  Asd  the  19  And  as  the  temple  at  JcrufaUmy  which  was  the 
*zr>p\t  of  God  {eat  0f  public  worfuip,  and  a  type  of  the  New  Tefta* 
mem-church,*  appeared  in  ail  its  glory,  when  the  veil 
was  fen  in  hit  was  turned  alide  to  give  an  open  view  of  the  holy  of 
holies*  and  of  the  ark  of  the  cove n an r,  with  the  mercy- 
and  tom  were  feat  and  cherubim  upon  it,  which  were  emblems  of  the 
Jtghrnmp,  *mj  divine  prefence  ;  fo  1  had  a  vifion  of  the  temple,  and 
*******  and  ihnn*  ajj  tbings  in  it,  as  expoftd  to  my  fight,  without  the  111- 
cmhqiiak^  and  ter  petition  of  a  veil,  to  mrunate  the  exceeding  light* 
lail  libeny,  and  glory,  with  which  God's  fpi ritual  temple, 

his  church  on  earth,  flioutd  appear  in  this  happy  ftate 
of  it:  And  this  glorious  revolution  was  reprefented  to 
me,  as  attended  with  fuen  heavy  and  deftru  drive  judg¬ 
ments  upon  the  enemies  of  Cbrift  and  hi&  ebureb,  as 
may  fitly  be  compared  to  the  molt  terrible  tempefts  of 
lightning,  and  roarings  in  the  air,  and  claps  of  thun¬ 
der;  and  to  the  fbocks,  overthrows  and  ruins  of  univer- 
fal  earthquake,  and  florins  of  prodigious  haii-flones, 
a$  if  the  di Solution  of  all  things  were  at  hand. ‘ 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  certainly  may  wc  conclude,  that  the  wickcduefs  of  the  wicked  fball  have 
an  eneb  and  that  God  will  eflablifh  the  juft  I  When  he  appropriates  a  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple  to  biin&lfi  according  to  the  rule  of  his  word,  ho  will  leparate  the  precious 
from  the  vile,  and  make  no  account  of  carnal  profciYors,  whom  he  wilt  leave  tt» 
the  power  of  antichriftian  enemies:  Eat  he  will  always  have  a  feed  to  iVrvc 
him,  and  bear  witneis  to  him  and  his  gofpei,  though  in  mournful  circumftancrt, 
like  perfoDs  clothed  m  fackdolh,  through  the  whole  period  or  popifli  tyrranny, 
ftjperflitiau  and  idolatry,  which  was  to  Uft  twelve  hundred  :md  iixty  years.  His 
faithful  wUnefles,  fliall,  ncverthelefc,  Hand  all  that  while  with  acceptance  before 
him,  andbe  the  means  ofconveying  light  and  influence  in  t!:c  true  church  ofChrift. 
But  wo  to  them,  thole  who,  like  antichrighin  /^wr,  (which  may  well  be  compa¬ 
red 
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cd  to  and  Eftypr  for  wictednc[ft,  perfecutinn,  and  idolatry)  fct  thcmftfves  a* 

gain  ft  theft;  witnciTcs,  to  oppnefs,  file  net,  .and  flay  them*  God  will  take  the 
part,  and  bring  down  heavy  vcitgeauce  upon  the  heaiUo fall  their  enemies:  and 
though  he  may  fuiftr  them,  For  an  appointed  fcafon,  to  he  polhhallf,  and  feme 
of  their  number  corporeity  (lain,  and  their  caulc  to  lie  in  great  meafure  fuppref. 
fed,  by  the  bead  which  rote  out  ofthe  bottumleffi  pit;  and  to  br  treated  with  in¬ 
dignity  under  the  junftlittion  n{/iome9  and  t&fahed  with  mirth  and  triumph  by 
multitudes  of  that  party,  which  could  not  tesl  how  to  bear  the  flinging  admoni¬ 
tion  and  reproof  of  their  holy  doArines,  examples,  prayer*,  and  threa tilings  of 
divine  judgments  ;  they  (hall  have  a  rifm^u&cnding,  and  ftourifhmg  Hate  of  fecit- 
rity  and  honour,  by  the  power  of  God*6  Spirit,  and  the  workings  of  his  provi¬ 
dence,  to  their  own  exceeding  joy,  and  to  the  envy  and  vexatiouoft  heir  enemies. 
And  ah  !  How  will  many  of  their  pcrft  cutors  be  then  affrighted  at  the  thought 
of  what  they  have  done  agaiaft  the  faithful  fervams  of  the  Lord,  and  at  the  dc* 
folation  then  coming  upon  Themfrlves !  Happy  will  it  be  for  thofe,  wbofie  fright 
(hall  end  in  a  thorough  cunvcrfiition,  and  in  giving  glory  toGod.  Ami  O  what  a 
blefled  time  will  that  be,  when  the  power  of  popery  fltafl  be  totally  reduced,  and 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  (hall  become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  of  his 
Cbrift  t  Then  the  glorious  privileges  of  the  gofpd-church  fliafloprn  in  light  and 
liberty,  purity  and  peace,  in  delightftd  communion  with  God,  and  in  hdineft  of 
heart  and  life  ;  and  their  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  is  the  eternal  and  almighty  God, 
together  with  the  Father,  will  vindicate  their  righteous  caufe,  and  bountifully 
reward  hia fufTcring  fervants  with  the  fmiles  of  providence  and  graces  and  will 
pour  dcftniAion  upon  all  antjehriftian-powers  at  the  end  of  their  twelve  hundred 
and  fixty  years  reign,  who  had  been  the  plague  of  the  earth  ;  And  this  he  will  do 
by  methods  as  terrible  as  the  mod  (hocking  tempefta  of  thunder,  lightning, 
hail,  and  earthquakes,  can  poflYWy  figure  out  to  us.  The  hope  of  this  complete 
deliverance  of  the  church  is  their  Tupport  and  comfort  in  all  preceding  tribula¬ 
tions  ;  and  when  Chrift  fhall  take  to  hi  in  fr  If  his  great  power  and  reign,  to  the 
entire  definition  of  bis  enemies,  and  happiuefr  of  them  that  love  and  fear  Mm, 
then  all  his  people  on  earth  will  join  the  heavenly  chorus  in  animated  tbankigt- 
vings  and  pralfes  to  him,  who  (hall  reign  for  and  ever. 


CHAP*  Xlt 

A  feeond  general  defeription  ef  the  fame  period  <f  the  church  if  Cbrijl, 
and  of  the  Popijb  empire *  under  the  figures  of  a  woman  driven  into 
the  wUdernefs ,  but  preferved  in  fafety  there,  and  of  a  great  red  dra - 
gon%  meaning  the  devil,  &s  exerting  his  power  principally  by  the  Pope 
and  his  party,  who  would  perfeevte  her  1260  prophetic  days  or  years, 
Michael  and  bis  angels  fight  againfl  the  devil  and  his  angels, 
who  were  defeated:  upon  which  there  are  loud  acclamations  of  joy  and 
praifrf  attended  with  a  denounciation  of  wo  to  the  inhabitants  of  i he 
earth ,  by  reafon  cf  the  devits  or  dragon's  rage,  7, — 12,  Hereupon 
the  dragon  perfccuUs  the  church,  which  is  hid  from  him ,  and  is 
nourijbed  for  a  time ,  times,  and  half  a  time,  mtfwring  to  1260 
prophetic  days ,  13,  14.  He  endeavours  to  deftroy  her ,  as  by  a  food 
which  is  fwallowed  up  by  fome  civil  powers,  fitted  the  earth  ;  and t  be¬ 
ing  thus  dif appointed,  he  renews  bis  war  againft  the  remnant  of  her 
feed,  15,-17. 

Text*  PARAPHRASE* 

A  HD  (here  ap-  A  ND  in  another  general  view  which  was  given  me 

modcT^/ *f>«-  of  the  (late  of  the  church,  and  of  its  amichriC- 

ycd;  tiao-cnemies  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  hundred  and  fixty 

years 


Cb-  »li. 
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yen  l  a  woman 
clothed  with  the 
Urn,  and  the 
moon  under  her 
fen,  uu I  upon 
her  head  &  crowd 
of  twelve  fUrs : 


%  And  (lie  b> 
ins  with  child, 
cried,  travailing 
in  birth,  a  ad 
pained  to  be  do* 
livered. 


3  And  there 
appeared  another 
wonder  in  hea* 
Ttn;  and  behold, 

a  great  rad  dra- 
gun,  having  (even 
heads. 


years,  there  wa a  reprefented  to  me  a  very  remarkable 
fignjficam  figure  in  heaven  f,  pot  rending  great 

events  :  which  was  of  a  woman  mod  glonoufly  adorned, 
a  fit  emblem  of  Chrift’s  church  or  fpoDfe,  as  highly  ho^ 
floured  of  God  :  She  appeared  as  furrounded  with  rays 
of  iHuftrious  brightnefs,  like  the  fun  ;  which  may  Ggni- 
fy  her  having  put  on  Chrilt  and  his  rtghteoufncfs,  and 
being  irradiated  with  tbe  light  of  truth,  comfort  and 
holinefr,  as  derived  from  the  Sun  cf  right eoufnefs^  which 
croft  upon  her 9  with  beating  in  hit  wings :  (Malac*  iv* 
2 ♦}  And  the  moon  was  reprefented  as  placed  under :hcf 
feet :  Which  may  be  cordidered  as  an  emblem  of  her 
elevation  above  the  obfeure  light  of  Mufaic  rites  and  ce* 
remonies,  and  of  her  trampling,  with  holy  indifference 
and  contempt,  upon  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  world, 
both  of  which  are  as  changeable  and  deficient  as  the 
moon,  that  has  no  fight  but  what  it  borrows  from  the 
fun.  And  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  crown  upon 
her  head,  befpangled  with  twelve  bright  (tars,  in  ft  cad 
of  fo  many  brilliant  diamonds,  to  intimate,  that  all  her 
light  of  knowledge  and  grace  was  communicated,  as  a 
crown  of  glory  to  her,  by  moans  of,  and  according  id 
tbe  doftrine  of  the  twelve  apoftles. 

2  And,  methought,  this  wonderfully  remarkable 
woman,  appearing  to  bt  big  with  child,  cried  out,  ad 
in  the  throws  and  pangs  of  a  woman  in  labour,  juft 
ready,  and  earneftly  longing  to  be  delivered*  ;  which 
in  figurative  language,  {#i.liv,  r*lxvj»7,  8,  p.)  fignifiea 
the  ftrong  groaning*,  eager  defires,  wreflling  prayers, 
and  indefatigable  labours  of  the  church,  under  ftiarp 
perfections,  for  a  numerous  offspring  of  converts,  that 
Chrijt ,  in  his  doftrinc  and  image,  might  be  formed  in 
thtmf  (Gal*  *y*  191)  and  they  might  he  born  of  God* 
(1  John  v,  1,  4.) 

3  And  while  the  woman  was  in  travail,  I  few,  in 
my  vifion,  another  fignificam  fign  of  a  contrary  nature 
In  heaven:  (fee  the  note  on  vtr*  1.)  And,  behold  1 
with  wonder  and  amazement,  it  was  the  figure  of  the 
great  red  dragon,  which  reprefented  the  devil,  (**r,  9.) 
as  a  powerful,  cruel,  and  favage  adverfary,  all  over 

flamed 


NOTES. 

*•  By  haves  fane  voder  fUnd  the  place  ing  f*>rth  a  fpirltual  offering ;  Accordingly 
where  ue  apofllc  hid  hit  dlmai  others,  iho  JcroJaLem  is  c-dicd  u  she  mother  of  us  A\  ■"* 
air*  others,  the  church,  which  is  the  king-  and,  with  a  prophetic  view  rn  ihc  £*vty  of 
dom  of  heaven  on  earth.  But,  being  oncer*  the  gofpel*eburo,  Of  it  fiiMf  be 
uia  ia  whkh  of  theft  fenfe*  it  is  to  be  taken,  “  fiid.  This  and  that  man  was  born  in  her,1* 
tbe  paraphrase  leaves  it  undetermined.  &c,  (?f,  Ixxxvii-  jt  ;,)  “  as  foott  as 

t  “  Being  with  child  and  trivutteg  in  '/Aon  travailed,  the  brought  font  he* 
**  birth,”  are  bemifal  figures,  by  which  the  u  children,”  ^If.  lavL  8.) 
church  is  represented  in  Sudmure*  as  bring- 

vol.  vr.  t  t 
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lifaA.;  and  uo  flamed  with  the  hlood  of  martyrs,  ofpecially  by  Popifh 
>«*W“'nen»,  to  whom  he  ga&bis  power  ;  (chap.  aiii.  a.) 
hudi.  Accordingly  the  dragon,  as  acting  in  and  by  them,  was 

iqjiefaued  to  me  under ’the  form- of  a  Orange  mon  Her, 
with  feven  heads  and  teti  horns,  and  feven  crowns  opou 
his  heads  ;  by  which  nifty  be-fjgnifkd  the  Pope,  as  So. 
veiled  with  temporal,-  as  well  a$  fpirituaj  empire,  whofe 
feat  would  be  at  Ilor*:e,  which  Hands*  upon  feven  moun¬ 
tains  ;  and  whofe  dominion  vyculd  be  the  fevtnth  form 
of  fu preen c  government, (chap,  xvli.  p — 12-)  *;  and  who 
uouUl  have  a  powerful.,  rule*  of  which  horns  arc  an 
emblem,  over  the  .ten  kingdoms  into  which  the  Reman 
empire  would  before  that  time  be. divided;  and  would 
excrcife  royal  authority  with  great  extent ;  the  emblem 
of  which  are  feven  crowns  fet  on  thefe  feven  heads,  to 


4  And  his  tail 
drew  (h?  third 
pwt  of  (he  (Ur* 
ofJmvcti,  and 
did  eaft  ijiem  to 
the  earth :  wd 
tlrf  dr*g«n 
before  the  wo* 
mat)  which  vas 
*rcaJy  Xa  be  ddi* 
votd,  for  to  dr* 
tout  her  child  u 
Jvoa  u  it  was 
boriL 


dtuote  that  all  the  power  of  the  former  government  of 
Rcmc  would  center  in  him. 

4  Aud  by  means  of  bis  agents  and  followers*  perfe¬ 
ctions  and  corrupt,  do&rines,  which., for  their  power 
and  malignity  may  be  compared  to  a  great  dragon's 
tail,  this  monfter  fWpt  away  a  coufiderahlc  number  of 
ecdefiafttcal  (on s  from  their  fpiriruai  Nations  in  tbe 
churchy  drawing  them  into  fuperftitioa  and  idolatry, 
and  throwing  them  down  from  a  purfnit  of  beave:i!y 
views  to  an  attachment  to  earthly  things;  fuch  as  the 
riches*  honours*  and  pleafures  of  this  world*  And  white 
the  church  was  labouring,  with,  great  difficulty  and 
earned  defire,  like  a  Woman  in  travail,  to  propagate 
pure  and  undefiled  religion,  an<T  make  finccre  converts 

to 


N  0  T  E. 

*  The’  defCpiptW  of  tfm  peat  red  dragon  power;  nod  as  fereji  h  a  number  of  perfitt- 
U  fo  near  a-kiu  io  that  which  is  given  oft**  tion,  and  att  else  heads  ww  crowned,  the 
loilt,  chap.  xtii.  i,  and  xvih  p, — rr.  that  general  meaning  of  Lhe,lymbcU  b  the  licr.e : 
one  would  thiuk  w*  could  not  cJily  mifs  of  tint  whatever  difficulty  there  may  be,  !n  .if- 
fcciag  the' fame  power  tu  be  intended  by  figning  any  particular  reafcn  of  thbdiffe- 
holhu  (See  the note  on chap.  There,  ten ce  mthc.figftatKe^rt&ntatW*,  (which 

is  only  one  difference  Jo  thefe  figurative  re-.  is  of  no  great  buport^pe,  white  the  gMeial 
prefentation$  of  the  dragon  and  die  Iwaft,  vkw  is  the  fame,)  all  the  heads  be’mg  crown- 
i.  The  dragon  here  appeared  4  cnnfidmhle  olijc^hn  agiinft  thecon> 
with  14  leven  crowns  on  his  feven  heads**  moo  ratcrprctttioa  of  the  feven  heads, 
a sid  the  hea ft  there  with  "  ten  on  hi*  ten  relating  to  the  Jcvro  terms  of.^yrcrnirtir, 
“  horns, '*  Perhaps*  the  ration  of  thaV  va>  that  tfmold  fhtaK'J  one  another  in  the  It  o- 
ruikm  iu  y  be,  becaufc  while  the  heathen  in  an  empire;  inch  as  king**  confubr  difla- 
Ro man  empire  luhfi lied ,  and*  as  fuch,  per*'  ton,  (nbunes*  deremvirs,  emperors,  and 
fanned  the  church,  Rome  alone  had  the  popes:  For  I  cinnot  find  that  rhe  cornu  Kt 
bnpeHal  dijjni;y*  linJ  the  ten  kingdoms  difLator*,  tribunes,  and  decemvirs*  thoagS 
were  only  provinces  under  her.  llutT  when  fupreme  bugiftntts,  were  ever  c  wnerf : 
the  empire  became ‘A  ntichviftian,  theft  pro-  whereas  our  prophecy  cxprcfsly  exhibits  ail 
Tinea  were  formed  into  diftiuct  kingdom;  ,  ihc  lefcn  heads  at  alike  crowned j  and  the 
aud  fa  are  reprefeated  -as  crowned,  thouyh  |wiut  bead  over  them  may  be  canfidoed  »*  a 
-Rill  in  a  dependence  on  the  Pope*  diap.  xvlu  f  feventb  form  of  fopreme  government.  ^ 
|.  However*  u  the  crowns  and  bonts  the  note  on  chap.  ariL  ptj 
Is  boeh  arc  emblems  of  royal  dignhy  and 
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to  Chrift,  the  furious  dragon,  who,  as  a  roaring  forti 
vialks  about,  feeking  whom  he  may  devour,  (i  Pet,  v.  ri  ) 
narrowly  watched  her,  like  one  itandingjult  before  h"f, 
to  fee  when  (he  Jhould  bring  forth  her  beloved  offspring, 
that  he  might  immediately  tear  it  in  pieces,  as  feon  as 
ever  it  fhould  be  born  into  the  world  :  Which  may  be, 
conGdered  as  a  lively  figure  of  the  implacable  and 
powerful  oppdfition  of  Satan,  and  of  thofc  that  are  no-* 
der  his  influence,  again  ft  the  kingdom  and  gofpei  ot 
Chrift,  to  prevent  their  progfefi  in  the  earth. 

I  Ami  be  5  And  yet,  according  to  the  painful,  laborious,  and 
ntiji^Wtd^who  ^°PC^  <fcGres  ®f  the  church,  fhe  hrought  forth  a  feed 
wu  to  rule  all  p*-  to  ferye  Chrift  j  which  in  prophetic  ftile  may  be  called 
tion*  with  *  rod  her  being  delivered' of  a  man-child ,  (If;,  vi.  7,  8.)  t  ;  as 
cbiwTwM^Vit  ^facc-tJ^0>i  faithful  believers  ihould  be  thereby  pro-* 
up mitoGod,  and  pagated  in  the  church,  in  fpite  of  all  the  maficrotis'd&i 
/*  hit  throne.  fighs  and  attempts'  of  the  devil  and  bis  inftruments  ;  it*— 
fdmuch  that,  infteaJ  of  its- being  utrerly  extirpated  from 
the  earth,  it  Ihould  finally  prevail,  uhder  Chrift  its 
head,  to  break  to  pieces  all  the  powers  of  its  enemies, 
and  rule  over  them  with  invincible  ftreDgth  and  firm-* 
net,  as  with  an  iron-feepter :  And,  in  the  mean  while, 

.  this  lovely  birth  was  taken  under  the  immediate  care 
and  prote&ion  of  God  for  its  prefer va tion,  like  one 
faifed  above  the  reach  of  its  moft  powerful  and  invcte-» 
rate  enemies,  and  lodged  fecretly  as  it  were,  before  his 
throne  In  heaven  }  as  JodJb  was  hid  in  the  temple  of 
the  Lord  fix  years,  that  the  idolatrous  Athaliab  might 

HOG 
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J  fly  the  man-child,  fthich  the  church 
brought  forth,  interpreters  generally  urnkr- 
Jtand  Conftuitinc  the  Great,  who  was  exalt¬ 
ed  to  tit*  itnpcml  throne,  efhblilbed  Cbri- 
(lianvty,  and  rnlcd^Jl  -luttari*  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  unto  the  fubduiog  of  heathen  perfecu- 
tion  aad  idolatry,  and  utltrly  overthrowing 
the  devil's  tyranny,  together  with  the  itlflla- 
trout  priefts  and  persecutors  among  the  Pa- 
ganf.  And  l  confefs,  there  Teems  to  he 
luAicihing  lo  natural  in  this,  and  in  a  cor* 
ru'jiondent  inter pretaHon  -  of  ver,  Ts  **•  th« 

I  iWdd  flrufljdy  incline  to  go  into  it,  were 
k  dot  tha:  I  cannot  hut  take  tuts,  a*  well  at 
the  Sith  and  ryth  chapters,  u  be  a  general 
icprcfeAttttai  ol  the  flare  of  the  church, 
dur.ag  the  tiffo  yc-^rs  of  her  being  in  the 
viUctndt,  tndo/  AntiehrlfFs  rdm  (See 
the  oates  on  chap,  x  tf,  and  xt*  7.)  But  as 
upon  every  fcheoie,  except  that  of  Grotiot 
and  Hammond,  (which  evidently  gives  by 
far  too  (bon  a  time  for  the  numerous  events 
affigued  us  this  period)  all  iVotdt&r^s  mult 
allow  that  Con (laiitiiic'i  reign  was  long  bc- 
Iofc  this  period  coniSMrnccd ;  and  as  the 

r  n 


T  E. 

prophetic  language  is  all  figurative,  Itfifcm* 
rojuiftte,  for  making  the  general  compendi¬ 
ous  view  in  this  and  the  preceding  and  fol¬ 
lowing  chapters  uniform,  to  give  tncfc  figu¬ 
rative  repr  dentitions  fitch  a  turn  as  may  beff 
comport  with  the  events  that  were  to  come 
to  pals  >n  the  time  marked  out  by  the  pr>» 
phccy  iifelf,  relating  to  the  ratio  yo  s(  or 
44  tlmi,  times,  and  half  a  time,'*  oi  rbe 
church’s  beirtg  in  the  wUdiraefs,  ret*  5, 14* 
Otherwise,  \ cinnoitonreivcwhy  theft  nun- 
‘bers  an  raennoned  in  thU  chapter  it  all; 
oar  why  the  dragon  ks  reprcfented  *t  havioK 
*'  teu  horns,  and  (even  lie^ds  and  ciowu* 
w.  1*  (Tee  the  note  there,)  i  have  there¬ 
fore  fixed  upon  ,uch  an  apphcafK^<  of  events 
in  chapter  as  is  entirely  confident  vi  U 
tlie  two  tuner  gm;nl  views  of  ibis  period, 
that  art  given  in  the  twu  chapters  b -'tween 
which  this  Hands.  And  though,  as  fax  as  I 
know,  my  thought  upon  it  may  be  in  great 
mcr.  forefinger;  yetchcylycaiy  before  my 
mi nd,  and  are  liurcMy  fubinUtcd  to  ditf 
judgment  of  the  reader* 


2pz  The  Revelation  paraphraftd.  Ch.  xii. 


not  murder  him.  (i  Chron.  xxit.  nf  12.  and  xxiii.  ■ 


C  AmliVwo- 
vran  AH  Ui'.o  the 
wildcrdSt  whin 
Jhc  hath  &  place 

pr%p»l£«l 

thy*  thry  Dimtid 
feed  her  there  i 
Lh*>nCii>d  two 
humird  au£ 

hmteore  days. 


v  **■  re 

was  war  In  bea 
Ten  t  Miduel  and 
liw  r-g*-:s  .viifcht 
a^Ut  1  he  drs- 
flnn,  and  the  drq- 
fon  freight  and 
his  angels. 


I  And  prersriL 
ed  iwt,  neither 
was  their  phtt 
round  any  snore 
in  heaven* 


p  Andthr  yrrat 
dra* 


6  And  the  church  herfelf,  fignififd  by  the  parent* 
woman,  (ver,  i,a.)  was  taken  cflcflual  care  of,  as 
well  as  thjfe  that  were  horn  to  God  in  her,  inborn  the 
Higheft  himfelf  would  eftabli/b,  (PC.  Ixsxvii.  5,  6.)  and 
tie  gatei  of  hcUJhould  not  prevail  again#)  (Match .  xvj. 
18.) ;  though,  in  order  to  her  prefervation,  (he  was  for¬ 
ced  to  retire  into  obfenrky,  as  into  a  wild  and  folltary 
defm,  expofecl  to  many  rttfTicuktes  and  dangers,  as 
IJrael  were  in  the  wilderncfs,  where  God  by  bis  kind 
providence  had  prepared  a  place  of  retreat  and  refresh¬ 
ment  for  them,  that  as  he  there  fed  them  with  manna-, 
fo  his  min  lilting  fervanis  fhould  feed  her  -with  knowledge 
and  vnderjla  nding>  at  p  aft  on  according  to  hit  ovrn  heart , 
(Jer.  iii.  15  .)  for  the  whole  fpace  of  his  witnefles  pro- 
phefying  in  fackclotb,  which  was  to  he  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  and  fmy  years.  (See  the  notes  on  chap.  x.  6* 
and  xi.  2.) 

7  And  a  further  representation  was  made  to  me  of 
the  flare  of  the  church,  during  this  period,  under  the 
emblem  of  a  terrible  war  figured  out  by  one  in  the 
air  *  1  wherein  Michael ,  the  fovercign  prince,  lord, 
and  head  of  the  angels,  (Dan.  xii.  1.  and  Jade,  ver.  9.) 
and  his  fervanis,  whether  miniftring  fptrits,  or  gofpel- 
preachers,  engaged  in  battle  againft  the  great  dragon  or 
the  devil ;  and  this  furious  enemy  exerted  all  his  power 
at  the  head  of,  and  in  conjunction  with,  his  de¬ 
mons  in  hell,  and  his  ermfliries,  falfe  teachers,  and 
their  followers  on  earth,  in  oppofition  to  them. 

8  And  the  ifTue  of  the  combat  was,  that  the  dra¬ 
gon  and  his  forces  could  nor  carry  their  point  for  do* 
ftroying  them ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  they  were  abfolute* 
Jy  defeated  in  that  defign,  and  loft  all  their  authority 
in  the  true  church  of  Ctmft;  as  being  overcome  by 
their  faith  and  patience,  and  by  the  breakings  out  of  the 
light  of  thegofpd  ;  which  might  point  to  the  protejlant 
reformation,  when  the  gorpel  had  a  wonderful  fpread, 
■and  feveral  dates  and  kingdoms  threw  off  the  anti- 
chrtflian  yoke. 

9  And  the  great  drngon  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  his 

formidable 


NOTE. 

*  I*  tow# I  here  take  to  man  rite  aerial  that  are  cmkd  on  by  Chrift  (who,  u  litany 
heaven *  bertufe  the  d*vil  u  AM  “  the  food  evpefitor*  nrvkrftand  it*  i(  tiemfied  by 
u  priceeof  the  power  of  the  Ah/’  (Eph.ii.  Mich  jtl)  and  hit  people,  on  one  hind:  ana 
*0  and  the  apoirie  ipctJcs  {chap,  vi,  n*)  of  by  Sat  ay,  and  his  popiftj  adherents  on  the 
41  fpinttal  wickedncfc  m  high  &r  heavenly  other.  Or,  perhipt,  by  hraven  heie,  and 
**  places*”  But  this  may  be  in  ver*  a,  to.  may  be  meant  the  chiucb  of 

co ordered  «  emblematical  of  the  comtatcs  Chri3  on  earth* 
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vftit  aft 
out,  tUat^Ufcr- 
pcT)t„  died  tht 
Devil  ind  Siun, 
which  dwivcth 
the  whole  workl: 
he  was  call  oat 
into  the  earth, 
and  his  aagrU 
vrre  aft  out 
wiuj  bun. 


to  A  ad  1  heard 
ft  fou^  voice,  fey* 
tag  in  ht4venv 
No-jf  is  come 
filiation  ,  ar4 
ftrcnoth*  a«d  the 
kingdom  i>t‘  our 
and  the 
jiA'Vct  of  ha 
C.irill  :  for  the 
ictiiier  vf  our 
bri-ihrcij  is  ca(t 
down*  u'hich  ac* 
oifindih^j  before 
flitr  GoJ  Jay  a ad 


formidable  army,  was  turned  out  of  the  dominion 
which  he  before  had  atTumed  over  ihofe  v.dTal*  that 
were  now  delivered  out  of  his  kingdom,  who,  as  long 
ago  as  the  fait  of  the  human  race,  beguiled  Eve,  thro' 
bis  fubtility,  under  the  form  of  a  ferpent,  (67m  Hi.  4. 
and  2  Cor,  xh  3.)  who  is  often  called  in  fcriptorc  tie 
devil,  and,  according  ro  the  (ignification  of  that  word, 
is  a  malicious  and  falfe  acvufcr  of  the  brethren,  (ver* 
10.)  and  is  properly  Ailed  Satan,  who,  as  that  name 
Ggnifles,  is  an  inveterate  and  implacable  adverfary  to 
them;  and  by  his  fer  pen  tine  craft,  betrays  the  carnal 
people  of  all  nations  into  error  and  idolatry,  and  every 
other  kind  of  abominable  evfl :  This  malicious  and 
powerful  adverfary  had  a  great  downfal  in  my  vifion, 
like  one  who  tumbles  headlong  from  heaven  to  earth } 
and  his  agents  and  emiflarics,  as  a£ting  under  his  in¬ 
fluence,  were  call  down  from  their  former  power  and 
authority  with  him  j  Therthv  intimating  that  Chrift  and 
his  church,  in  the  days  of  the  Reformation,  (hould  pre¬ 
vail  againltthe  devil  and  all  hU  inftruments,  not  with  ■ 
Handing  the  fubtle  and  furious  oppofition  that  would 
then  be  made  by  aritichriftian  powers  again  ft  tbs  re¬ 
formed  religion  among  them. 

10  Hereupon,  methought,  I  heard  a  lotid  acclama¬ 
tion  of  melodioos  than iljgi ring,  joy  and  praifc  in  the 
heavenly  aflembly,  with  which  the  church  on  earth 
cheerfully  joined,  faying,  Now  is  the  time  of  great  de¬ 
liverance  to  the  true  church  of  Chrift  from  its  idola¬ 
trous  and  perfccuting  enemies,  and  of  irs  profpe-rtty 
and  lafety,  now  has  God  (hewn  himfelf  ftrong  on  bo- 
half  of  his  people ’,  and  now  is  the  gofpd- kingdom  cf 
our  God  highly  exalted  in  the  light  and  purity  of  its 
doctrines  and  in  ft  i  tut  ions ;  and  now  the  power  and  au¬ 
thority  (t£w»*)  of  his  Mcfliah,  as  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords,  is  fet  up  and  manifelled  in  gr<.nt  glory; 
For  the  devil,  that  grand  adverfary  of  the  Chriftian 
brethren,  is  dethroned  ami  defeated  in  his  defigns,  who 
fought  all  opportunities,  by  his  tn  liniments,  of  laying 
crimes  to  their  charge,  which  they  were  innocent  of, 
to  furniih  their  antichriftian  enemies  with  unjuft  pre¬ 
tences  for  opprefling  them  *,  and  who  was  lb  inibUrnt  as, 
fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  man,  unweariedly  to  bring 
faffe  a  ecu  fat  ions  of  them,  on  all  occaCons,  by  day  and 
night*  before  our  reconciled  God,  to  try  wncther  h^ 
could,  not  provoke  bis  wrath  againft  them,  as  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  no  again  ft  Ids  fervant  Job,  (chaps,  i.  ii.) 
and  agtieft  Jofbua  the  high  pr;:ft  ;  {ZeSh.  la,  1.)  For 
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TJ  And  tlwy 
cmtaific  him  W* 
the  blood  of  the 
hythe 
word  of  their 
uftimcny  i  and 
they  iored  not 
their  lives  unto 
the  deiih* 


1%  Therefore 
fejruee*  ye  Hca* 
yens  and  ye  i  list 
d*xll  in  them* 
Wo  to  the  inha* 

bklerv  nf  the 

farth,  and  of  the 
lea!  for  the  devil 
it  come  (Iwn 
tioto  yap,  having 
wrath,  be- 

raqii:  he  fcnonreih 

that  he  hath  but 

ft  (*m  tiro- 


all  this  Ggnal  viXory,  we  exult  and  triumph,  and  glori¬ 
fy  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

1 1  And  ire  cheerfully  adore  and  blefs  him,  in  re¬ 
flexion  that  his  faints  have  gained  this  glorious  conqueft 
over  their  great  adverfary,  the  devil,  as  working  fay 
Popiflt  powers  $  which  they  have  done,  not  by  any 
(Length  or  wifdom  of  their  own,  but  merely  through 
faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  who  was  flam,  and 
offered  up  himfelf  an  atoning  facrifice  for  them  ;  and 
by  means  of  the  /word  of  the  Spirit,  which  if  the  viord  cf 
Cod,  (Eph*  vi.  17.)  through  their  ftedfaft  adherence  to 
it,  dependence  upon  it,  and  open  profeflion  of  it,  in 
its  uncorrupted  purity,  which  they  faithfully  bore  wjt- 
ners  to  in  their  doflrine  and  converfation j  And  fo 
bold  and  upright  were  they  in  (their  holy  profeflion  of 
Chrifl  and  his  pure  gofpcl,  that  they  valued  not  their 
lives,  in  any  comparifon  with  him  and  his  caufe^  but, 
like  the  apofUe  Pant,  (A£U  xx.  24.)  they  rather  chofe 
to  cipofe  thcmfclves  to  death,  than  deny,  renounce,  or 
dilawn  him  and  bis  truths. 

lx  Therefore,  aeon  occalion  of  the  Lord's  redefin¬ 
ing  and  comforting  his  people,  and  having  mercy  on 
his  afllifted,  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  called 
upon  to  ling  and  be  joyful,  (I/a.  xliv.  23.  and  xlix.  13-jv 
fo  let  beaven  above,  and  all  the  faints  and  angels  that 
dwell  therein,  and  the  whole  church  on  earth,  rejoice 
and  triumph  with  them,  (#<*  ?»»)  on  account  of  this 
happy  change  in  the  face  of  its  affairs:  But,  at  the 
fame  time,  its  viflhle  members  that  dwell  on  the  earth, 
which  confiQs  of  land  and  water,  and  on  the  continent 
and  the  iflands  of  the  fea,  and  cfpecially  fuch  of  them 
9$  are  canta!  and  earthly-minded  under  a  profeflion  -of 
the  true  faith,  may  well  tremble  on  account  of  the  ca¬ 
lamities  they  will  yet  be  expofed  to  *  :  For  the  devil, 
whofe  power  is  not  totally  deftroyed,  though  much 
weakened,  is  come  down  to  diflreft  and  pervert  you, 
as  much  as  pofEhle,  with  the  utmofl  fury  and  rage*,  be- 
eaufe  he  finds  that  bis  (Length  is  on  the  declining 

hand  ; 


NOTE. 

*  The  parephnfc  ha,  given  fereral  fenfes  M  Wo  to  the  inhabhere  of  the  earth  and  of 
of  “  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  and  of  the  “  the  jit,”  (cents,  from  what  follows  jo  the 
f<  fea;**  Bot,  jierhaps,  what  lelane*  to  the  nestverfes,  to  refer  to  the  wowe*  or  divreh 
continent  and  the  iflands,  and  chiefly  to  the  of  Chrift;  and  the  M  devil's  knowing  that 
firth  ly-m!ndcd  pem  bert  of  the  vifible  church,  11  hie  had  hut  a  (host  time,”  is  much  more 
that  smU  he  010ft  In  danger  of  filling  o(F  fairly  applicable  to  the  time  of  the  Reform*- 
by  the  t  devil's  efforts,  may  bed  foil  the  in-  tkm,  than  of  the  downfaJ  of  Paganitn  in 
tcntioi  pf  this  pen  of  the  prophecy,  as  the  empire,  which  has  been  already  aboct 
pointing  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  ,400  yean  aj»n ;  and  therefore  it  could  force, 
-the  nation*  on  the  continent,  which  threw  ly  be  CU  then,  that  die  devil  knew  he  had 
gfT  Popery  st  the  Reform  a:  ion  :  For  the  but  **  a  ihert  linis," 
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hand;  and  that,  as  he  has  begun  to  fall,  the  rime  of 
hisdoing  mifehief  to  the  church  and  caufeofChrifl 
(halt  eric  long  be  brought  to  ire  period. 

T3  And  when  Accordingly,  when  the  devil,  as  exerting  his 

tbl*  tleS£w  "power  under  the  character  of  the  dragon,  that  appeared 
uco  the  earth*  with  fcveti  head*  and  crowns  opdn  them,  .and  ten 
U  perfect rei  the  horns,  [v*rf  3.)  found  himfclf  fo  greatly  baffled  by  th*> 
wtimw  whrch  protcjlant^rsftnndthn*  like  o.te  catt  down  from  heaven 
W  earth,  (pff»  9-)  and  law  that,  in  fpue  of  all  hiS  en¬ 
deavours  tothe  contrary,  pate  Chriltianity  hud  gained 
fo  con fider able  an  afccndency  in  various  countries,  he 
turned  all  his  malice  and  power,  and  railed  up  a  new 
for  of  inftrnments  agaiuft  the  true  church,  which 
had  been  the  mother  of  fo  fair  and  numerous  an  oil* 


fpring,  and  had  propagated,  as  by  a  man -child,  the' 
caufc  of  Chrtft  in  a  fucccflion  of  converts  from  age  to 
age,  and  more  efpeciaUy  at  the  time  of  the  Reforms 
tim. 

14  An^trtthe  14  And*  notwirh  flan  ding  all  thefe  fierce  attempts 
,'ort!iw  wm =  £■-  agajuJt  her;,  God  TtiU  rook  care  of  her  prefetvation  ;  and 
,  $na\  ogle,  as  he  was  faid  to  star  Ifrael  on  eagks  wings*  when  ha 
that  for  migJu  fly  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt;  (Exod,  xtx,  4,) 
itfi wonderful  (Irength,  fpeed,  and  fafety*  with  which' 
pl>n:  whmfte  hh  would  appear  for  the  church  atthisfeafen,  may  be 
;$  rtoorifhed  for  a  reprefented  by  .his  giving  her  a  pair  of  eagles  wings* 
that  ^ie  m*3^r  fke'away  from  the  rage  of  her  enemies* 
fitin*  the  fsccof  though  attended  wfrb  many  difficulties,  to  her  place  of 
tb*  urpeiu.  retirement,  which  lie  had  provided,  during  her  wil- 
derneferflatc,  (which  was  not  yet  come  to  it£  fall  period) 
for  her  efcnpin'g  fhe  fury  and  fubtility  of  that  old  fer- 
pent  the  devil,  and  his  agents;  and  for  her  being  re- 
frefhed  and  comforted  by  his  word  and  fpirit|  and  the 
mini ftra tion  of  bis  two  witnefT>$f  [chap,  xi,  3,  fee  the 
note  there,)  tothe  end  of  all  her  trials  amt  afflictions, 
which  under  various  forms  were  to  lad  til!  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  twelve  hundred  and  (ixry  years;  am)  may  !jc 

expretied 


N  O  T  JR-* 


f  The  JefciTj,  the  nwflftbtila  and  sfUvc 
of  alt  the  popilh  anifUricf,  vert  edahlifhed, 
asaiocvip,  by  Ignatius  Loyola  u\  (he  year 

if|4i  fc'irt  iOct  the  Reformation*  which 
wa*  begun  by  Luther  ia  the  year  tit?*  and „ 
carrvd  into  u  open  pro;cfl  agauift  the 
feverc  poptfn  decree#  at  Spire  in  Germany*  hy 
Several  princes  of  the  empire  in  the  s&z 
mp,  whidi  wit  the  original  of  the  .  name 
i»  which  the  informed  chorche# 
to  ihri  <by  :  Ami  hmv  indefni^- 
b*y  nux-vous  fnruins  cf  Jefuits  haro-tccn 
iu  tit  dr  endtavonr*  to  avert'*)  raw  the  Rehrt*- 

matboj  and  what  cmritle*  the  Duke  of 


Alva.  u£al  in  the  Netherlands,  and  Qureu 
Maty  in  En^Lad ;  ainl  boW  the  Council  of 
Trrnt,  iltc  frmfun  and  IrifoinafnKfw,  and 
giunbcdefs  otftn1  c  riot:  4  nf  jxtpiih  piiftrea 
hate  been  fptri-cd  cp  to  fiippref^  and  r>:t>- 
pate  the  Piotcftant  religion,  ii  fo  iwuiliailf 
Ki^wa,  as  are  all  the  reft  of  the  C"r- 

irJponding  to  the  inter preut ion  given  afthU 
chapter*  w\th  refpecl  lo  the  time  of  the  Re- 
formaiioo*  liut  if  js  newild^  **Q  q«ore 
P^rtimlar  aiuliofi’ics*  which  nifty  he  fci  in 
all  the  hiilurji^  of  thnfe  times  ;  aud  arc  d* 
mod  in  every  ov,c\  hands. 
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»s  AnJ  ihe 
ferpcut  caft  vut 
of  hi*  mmith  wa¬ 
ter  a  a  Hood,  af- 
ipr  the  worn  an; 
that  he  might 
carte  her  to  be 
wiled  away  of 
ll*  flood- 


tp  And  the 
Barth  helped  the 
vo  an  an*  and  the 
earth  opened  her 
ihau'h,  and  fwal- 
lowct  up  the 
Jlcai  which  the 
Cnft  out 
pf  hit  ipoutb. 


IT  And  tbednt- 
gon  was  wtoth 
Mnth  the  woman, 

pnd  went  tozn^ke 

war  with  the  rem- 
lant  of  her  feed, 
which  keep  the 

commandments 

°f  G^d*  and  hare 
the  tcftimajiv  of 
Jtfu  ChrUt, 


expreffed,  in  the  Atle  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  (chap.  viii. 
25.  and  xii.  7.)  hy  a  time  or  year,  two  times  or  yean, 
and  half  a  time  or  half  a  year,  which  make  together 
twelve  hundred  and  fixty  prophetic  days  or  years.  (See 
the  note  on  chap *  x.  6.) 

15'  And  this  malignant  ferpent,  the  devil,  (v/r.  9.) 
did  his  ut  moll  to  pi  event  the  church’s  efcape  to  any 
place  of  retreat  or  fafety,  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation, 
by  pouring  out  a  flood  of  error  and  persecution  after 
ber,  to  link  and  drown  her  before  Ibe  could  reach  it ; 
which  may  fitly  be  represented  by  a  torrent- of  water 
poured  out  of  his  mouth,  that  by  the  force  of  anti* 
thrill  tan-errors  and  enemies,  which  he  raifed  up  a- 
gainft  her,  he  might  pervert  and  ruin  her,  as  hy  a 
mighty  flood  that  bears  down  all  before  it ;  Which 
might  point  to  the  vigorous  attempts  of  the  Jefuits, 
and  others  of  the  Popifli  party,  to  overwhelm  the  Reform 
motion  by  craft  and  power,  before  it  was  well  eftablilb- 
ed.  (See  the  note  on  ver.  13.) 

16  And  yet,  as  great  floods  of  water  are  fwallowed 
up  in  caverns  of  the  earth,  to  prevent  the  dreadful 
inundations  which  they  would  otherwife  have  made ; 
fo  God  iu  his  providence  inclined  the  hearts  of  many 
to  inter  pofe  for  the  protection  and  fhelter  of  his  faith¬ 
ful  ferrous  and  people,  from  the  fury  of  the  devil  and 
bis  papal  agents,  that  they  might  not  be  fwallowed  up 
hy  thefe  attempts  to  deftroy  them ;  Which  might  point 
to  fonve  fecular  powers,  fuch  as  king  Henry  the  eighth, 
?nd  other  princes,  who,  under  the  influence  of  tem¬ 
poral  interells,  favoured  their  righteous  cailfe;  and  to 
feme  warm  contenders  for  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
who,  though  not  themfelves  flneere  ChrUltans,  detail¬ 
ed  perfection  of  all  forts ;  and  fo  took  the  part  of 
Prstejionts  to  prevent  their  being  over-run  by  anti- 
chriithn-powers,  and  their  tyrannical  impofitiona 
upon  confcirnce. 

1 7  And  that  old  old  fer pent  and  hlood-thirfty  dragon, 
the  devil,  incluGve  of  his  Popifh  inftruments,  was  fo 
enraged  at  'this  unexpected  powerful  afliftance.to  the 
church  of  C brill,  tbit  he  renewed  his  attacks  with  the 
ntmoll  violence  upon  all  be  could  poflihly  come  at,  of 
her  fpi ritual  children,  whom  by  former  methods  be 
could  not  overcome  ;  and  who  were  2  holy  remnant  re¬ 
ferred  for  God  by  bis  grace,  and  were  faithful  in  hav¬ 
ing  an  univerfal  refpeQ  to  his  commands,  and  in  main¬ 
taining  hoth  a  doctrinal  and  practical  wiruefs  to  the 
purity  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  all  its  ordinances  or  wor- 
fhip,  according  to  Qbrift’s  ioflitutions  j  Which  might 

point 
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pout  at  the  iaft  vigorous  efforts. of  aorichriftian  power 
that  it  fhould  ever  make  againft  the  reformed  chorchj 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  twelve  bundled  and  fixty  years 
of  t!fe  beaft’s  reigu,  and  of  the  witnefles  propbcfyinein 
fackcloih  *. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  beautiful  tad  glorious  is  the  cl  lurch  of  Chrift,  as  lifted  op  above  this 
world,  and  (tuning  in  illuftrious  rays  of  the  Sun  cf  righteoufmrfs*  and  of  the  pore 
ipoftolic  doftrinc  of  tbegofpel;  and  bow  earneft  are  her  deGres,  prayers  and 
endeavours,  that,  in  her,  many  converts  may  be  bom  to  God  !  And  her  labour 
(hall  do!  be  In  vain ;  for  when  Sion  travails  (tie  brings  forth  her  children*— ►But 
vbat  a  bitter  enemy  U  Satan  to  the  church^  prosperity  and  increafe  !  He  watches 
to  devour  alt  her  fpliitua)  feed,  as  Toon  astlwry  arc  boro  into  the  gofpcl-kingdotn* 
and  he  with  fury  and  fubrlty  under  all  the  antichriftian  farms  of  a  monftroui  dra- 
goo,  with  feven  heads  and  crowns  and  ten  horns;  and  of  an  old  icrpent.and  falfc 
aecufer  of  the  brethren,  fets  himftlf  to  oppofCi  vilify  and  deftroy  them*  How 
tun  would  he  and  his  Popiftt  agent;*  f wallow  them  up,  as  with  a  Good!  And  how 
indefatigable  are  they,  from  time  to  time,  to  renew  their  war  agatnft  them!  fiot 
though  they  may  be  futfrred  to  drive  them  into  a  wilderpcfs  of  fblitude'  and  af¬ 
fliction,  they  ihall  find  fafety  and  refreshment  there,  as  if  taken  up  to  the  throne 
of  God  for  protetfion  and  comfort,  till  the  days  of  their  mourning  (hall  be  ended ; 
And  how  certainly  fit  all  victory  fait  on  thrir  tide,  when  their  warfare  (hall  be  ae* 
cumpliflicd !  Ckrill  and  Bis  miniAiing  frrvanu,  whether  angels  or  men,  will 
tike  their  part  againft  the  great  dragon  and  his  whole  Ptjfi  of  infernal  and  anti- 
ehriftian-ln  liniments ;  and  therefore,  in  the  ifTue,  he  will  defeat  alt  their  forces 
aud  throw  them  down  from  their  tyrannical  dominion* — Though  the  worftof  woes, 
may  fall  on  carnal  prot  eft  ants*  Lhrilt  will  ever  have  a  refenreof  a  chofenmn- 
cant,  that  (hall  keep  his  commandments,  and  maintain  the  purity  of  his  dodtrinct 
and  ordinances ;  and  when  they  aie  moft  expofed  to  pcrfecuting  enemies,  the 
earth  riiall  help  the  woman  ;  and  (he  herfelf  ibatl  obtain  the  belt  of  conqudti  0- 
vtr  them,  thro’  faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the  light  and  power  of 
hU  word  ami  .Spirit,  even  though  it  fhould  coft  many  of  her  children  tbtir 
lives  to  abide  by  their  teftimony  to  him.  -O  what  matter  of  thanksgiving  and 
pi'aifc  is  thU  !  tlow  fhouW  all  the  flints  on  earth  rejoice  and  triumph,  with 
the  holyangrir-  and  fpirits  of  ji: ft  men  made  perfect,  in  heaven,  for  the  falvation 
which  is  brought  to  the  church  in  a  dtfplay  of  the  glory  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  of  the  power  of  his  Chrift  ■  Thin  glory  has  begun  to  open  in  the  reforma¬ 
tion  from  popery,  But  O  when  (ball  the  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years  of  her 
wlidcrnebi-fcite  come  to  Its  full  period  *  it  wears  off  apace  :  And  when  the  power 
of  nmichriit  Iliad  be  dcmolifticd,  He  that  fliall  come,  will  come,  and  will  not 
tarry. 


CIIAP.  XIII. 


A  third  general  defeription  of  the  fate  if  the  churchy  during  the  fame 
period  of  1260  years  under  antickrij? s  reign^  vjboi:  reprefentedbytke 

figure 

NOTE. 


*  If  chic  rdalcs,  as  I  think,  to  the  lift 
pulb  Of  pupfil  poTCt  wtech  b  dill  to  cow* 
the  t'n'tcftjnr  came,  and  will  iiufte  in 
the  embe  deftit  of  its  enemies,  then  the 
wh-ne  fijciw  of  events  fuflidcntly  stuArtr*  rite 
luminary  pr^^hctic  wnuiiwd  in 


this  chapter,  cf  the  Bote  of  the  drarch 
quite  through  the  1160  years  of  her  being 
in  the  wildcrncfe,  vul  of  ADricbrift*s  reign, 
in  full  agreement  utih  the  firft  and  tbtrd  ge¬ 
neral  view  that  U  given  of  ibis  period  in  iht 
preceding  md  neat  following  chapten. 
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figure  £ f  a  wild  beaft  rifing  out  of  the  fea,  to  whom  the  dragon  gave 
bis  power,  i,— to.  And  another  reprcfenlation  is  made  if  the  fame 
by  the  figure  of  a  beaft,  which  bad  two  barns  like  a  lamb,  and /poke  as 
a  dragon,  cxtrcifing  all  the  power  if  the  fanner  beaft',  I J, — r  5.  And 
'  obliging  all  to  w  or  flip  its  image,  and  receive  its  mark ,  as  perfms 
devoted  to  it ;  with  an  admonition  to  confider  the  time  of  the  rife  if 
the  beaft,  in  order  to  our  knowing  the  time  if  its  fall ,  16, — 18. 

Tk»t.  _  Paraphrase. 

1  flood  A  FTER  the  two  preceding  luminary  vifions,  (ohap. 
of  tlie  "ft**  and  **•  a0^  rclariitg  to  the  (late  of  the  church  and 
law  a  beaft  rife  'ts  antic'nriftiau  enemies,  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  hun> 
np  out  of  shea*,  dred  and  Gxry  years,  met  bought,  I  flood  upon  the  fand 
having  fey11  of  the  fea-thore:  and  there  had  another  vifion,  re!*- 
tiorna,  and  upon  ting  to  the  lame  period,  in  which  was  represented, a  fa- 
hit  tom*  ten '  vage  wild  bead,  {*!“’*)  as  an  emblem,  in  prophetic,  ftile, 
on  hu’fcad*  the  an  Ertptre ;  and  this,  being  the  Raman-empim,  Gg- 
■ame'gr. bkiplic*  njficd  by  the  fourth  and  la(l  beaft  in  Daniel's  vifion, 
■r-  [chap.  vii.  2,  3,  7,  3.)  feeined  to  rife  up  out  of  the 

fea,  as  an  emblem  of  the  tumultuous  date  of  the  na¬ 
tions,  (fcv.  xvii.  15.)  like  the  troubled  fea  in  a  Aorm, 
when  the  barbarous  Goths  and  Vandals  would  (weak  in' 
upon  the  empire,  and  it  would  be  divided  into  tin 
kingdoms  5  intimating,  that  out  of  ibofe  commotions 
this  amichriftian-power  would  rife,  which  appeared  un¬ 
der  the  emblem  of  feven  heads,  to  Ggnify,  that  the  feat 
of  its;  dominion  would  be  ar  Rome ,  which  (lands  upon 
(even  hills,  and  that  it  would  be  the  Seventh  fucceflive 
form  of  Supreme  government,  {chap.  xvii.  9,  to.  fee 
the  note  there)  f  and  under  the  emblem  of  tinhorns, 
to  Ggnify  the  ten  kingdoms  that  would  be  united  un¬ 
der,  and  Subjected  to  its  power and  ten  crowns ,  one 
upon  each  horn,  to  Signify  the  regal  authority  it  would 
'  then  cxercife  over  oil  the  ten  kingdoms ;  And  upon  its 
feven  heads  were  wrote  the  same  of  bfafpbemy,  and 
it  was  full  of  fucii  names,  (chap.  xvii.  3  )  to  figuify 
that  the  power  of  the  Seventh  form  of  government 
would  be  employed  to  Set  up,  maintain,  and  propagate 
idolatry,  in  the  wot  (hipping  of  images,  and  of  faints 
and  angels,  which  is  a  blalphcmoua  indignity  thrown 
upon  the  unalienable  honour  of  the  only  living  and 
(rue  God,  and  is  juftiy  Ailed  blafphcmy  in  the  wntiugs 
of  the  prophets,  (If a,  Ixy,  7.  and  Ezek.  xx.  27.) 
x  And  the.  -  2  And,  methoug'nt,  this  beaft  had.  the  appearance 
uT^lKe'unr^a  ;0^  a  leopard,  only  his  feet  refembled  thofe  of  a  bear ; 
{edpud,  and  hit  and  his  mouth  was  terribly  frightful,  like  the  mouth  of 
feA  were  as  the  a  ravenous  lion  j  to  intimate  that  all  the  cruelty,  fuh- 
{iidhU  mic^rt  tility  and- power  cf  ttic  three  preceding  monarchies, 
tiis  represented 


a. 

tiiz  aoDih  of  .a 
Lit :  and  the 
drsgqiL.gafe  hint 
)a*  p**er,andhis 
aid  pet 
■utWlty. 


j  And  I  fw 
*.ne  of  h:s  heads, 
ui'a  wtre  wounds 
<d  t*  ddcht  and 
bU  deadiy.  w^itutl 
wu  holed :  and 
«ll  the  '  world 
■on-iksred  liter 

fh eb»l 


4  And  they 
porfrpped  ilw 
dragon  which 
|ave  pov±r  unto 
the  bafl ;  and 
they  woribtp^ed 
thebeai^  fifing^ 
Vim  IJ  Kite  unto 
the  brtft  f  Whow 
able  to  make  crar 
with  him  ? 
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reprefented  in  Denit  P i  vifion,  under. thefe  figures, 
(chap.  vii.  4, — 6  )  would  be  united  in  this  Roman  papal 
empire:  And  the  devil,  who  in  my  laft  vifion,  relating 
to  this  period}  was  repie  fenced  as  exerting  bis  power, 
by  tbe.antichrtftian-beaft  under  tbe  form  of  a  great  red 
dragon  of  icyen  heads  and  fo  many  crowns,  and  ten 
horns,  {chap.xii.  3,  fee  the  nore  there,)  was  fill)  more 
diftiti&ly  and  folly  reprefented  i ntbts,  as  conveying  all 
his  tyrannical  power  cf  civil  government  to  this  favage 
wild  bead,  and  placing  him  at  Rome,  tbe  great  city, 
which  reigns  oyer  the  kings  of  tbe  earthy  (ebap.  xvii. 
18.)  and  which  bad  been  the  feat  of  perfecoting  mo* 
narchs  of  the  empire  in  its  Pagan  (late  :  And  he  inveft- 
ed  him,  whofe  coming  it  after  tbe  working  tf  Satant 
with  great  authority  to  promote  fu perdition  andido  la- 
try,  by  ail  power,  and  Jignsy  and  lying  wonders, 
(a  ThelT.  ».  9.)  and  to  perfecute  the  true  church  of 
Ctirift  with  the  utmolt  feverity. 

3  And  L  perceived  that  one  of  the  feven  forms  of 
government,  Ognified  by  the  feven  heads  of  the  bead, 
was  fo  defperatcly  wounded,  as  feemed  to  be  pad  all 
hope  of  recovery ;  to  intimate,  that  tbe  imperial  power 
under  the  Roman  Ctelars  would  be  fubrerted  ;  and  yet 
the  wound,  to  all  appearance  mortal,  was  furprizingly 
healed  •,  which  may  be  considered  as  referring  to  the 
ereftion  of  the  im  pedal  government  unde  r  the  Pope  at 
Rome,  from  whence  the  fupreme  authority  of -the  em¬ 
pire  had  been  entirely  removed,  during  the  exarchate 
of  Ravenna,  without  any  human  profpe£t  of  Rome" s 
ever  being  restored  to  its  ancient  dignity  again  :  (See 
the  note  on  chap.  viii.  1a.)  And  upon  this  before-unex- 
pe£ted  and  unlikely  revival  of  the  power  of  Rome  un¬ 
der  the  temporal  dominion  of  the  Pope,  all  the  nations 
of  the  empire  were  aftoniflied  at  it}  and  ran  with  ve¬ 
neration  and  delight  after  the  beaft,  as  people  ufed  to 
do  after  a  flrangc  and  grand  light,  full  of  wonder  at 
his  amazing  rife  and  power,  riches,  honour  and  gran¬ 
deur.  {Chap.  xvii.  S.) 

4  And  the  generality  of  rhem  paid  not  only  civil, 
but  idolatrous  worihip,  in  elle£t,  and  by  juft  conftroc- 
tion,  to  tlie  devil  himfelf,  who  before  had  been  repre¬ 
fented,  as  exerting  his  tyrannical  power,  by  antichrift, 
under  tbe  form  of  the  great  red  dragon,  (fee  tbe  note 
on  chap.  xii.  3.)  ami  had  now  conligned  it  over  to  him, 
under,  the  form  of  fAe  beajl,  to  whom,'  aqd  to  whof? 
arbitrary  and  .idolatrous  -Injunctions  and. dec  tecs,  they 
readily  fuhimrtrd  and  yielded  implicit  faith  and  obedp* 
pace  j  looking  upon  him  as  a.  fort  of  deity,  and  the  uni- 

'  verfal 


3oo 
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|  And  that 
■u  given  onto 

lltni  I  BOnth 
{poking  great 
things,  and  b'lf- 
phtmics  ;  and 
power  was  given 
onto  him  ta  con¬ 
tinue  forty  «i 
(vomouEhf. 


A  And  he  »* 
pacd  his  month 
in  blafphemy  a- 
gsinft  God,  to 
hhrjAsiK  his 
name,  and  his  ta* 
bernacle  ,  and 
them  that  dwell 
ia  heaven. 


verfal  head  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  of  the  church : 
And  they  wondering  at  the  uncontroulable  authority 
and  power  with  which  he  retgned,  cried  out  with 
plcaftng  admiration  and  triumph.  What  power  on  eanh 
is  equal  to  this  of  the  Pope,  Ggnified  by  the  beatl  ? 
What  prince  or  potentate 'is  able  to  refill,  or  contend 
with  him,  or  Hand  before  him  ?  All  moft  and  (hall  fub- 
mit  to  him,  and  vail  to  his  authority  over  them,  which 
he  will  afl'ume  by  difpoling  of  crowns  and  kingdoms, 
and  treating  kings  and  emperors  with  indignity  and 
contempt  at  his  plcafure  f. 

5  And  by  the  devil’s  influence,  and  God’s  permif- 
fion,  he  opened  his  month,  as  with  great  terror,  fo 
with  high  fuelling  words  of  vanity,  talking  at  a  haugh¬ 
ty  and  imperious  rate  in  promifes  and  threatnings,  and 
in  bl,tfphemous  boafls  of  divine  authority,  and  claims 
of  religious,  as  well  as  civil  homage  to  be  paid  to  him, 
who  would  exalt  and  magnify  hlmfelf  above  every  God% 
(Dan.  xi.  36.)  And  he  was  permitted  to  exerctfe  his 
idolatrous  and  perfecting  power,  more  or  iefs,  thro* 
his  whole  reign,  which  was  to  la  ft  far  the  {pace  of  for¬ 
ty  and  two  piophetic  months,  which  amount  to  twelve 
hundred  and  Guy  years,  and  make  up  the  fame  period 
of  time  that  is  allotted  to  the  church’s  being  in  the 
wildernefs,  and  the  witnefles  prophefying  in  fackcloth, 
(See  the  note  on  chap.  x.  6.) 

6  Yea,  he  was  represented  as  J peaking  marvellous 
things  again)!  the  God  of  godst  (Dan.  xi.  36.)  and  Jil¬ 
ting  as  God  in  the  temple  of  God,  Jbevting  htmfeif  that 
he  h  God ,  {2  Their,  ji.  4.)  and  arrogantly  afTuming  the 
prerogatives  of  God  in  pietending  to  forgive  Gns,  and 
ufurping  authority  over  mens  confciences,  and  eftablifli- 
ing  fuch  idolatrous  laws  and  canons,  as  arc  a  difhonour 
And  reproach  to  his  facred  name  :  And,  met  bought, 
he  wrnt  on  w;th  his  btafpbcmous  reproaches  of  the 
church  o {  God  %  (in  which  he  after  a  fpecial  anti  gra¬ 
cious  manner  dwells*  as  he  did  in  hts  tabernacle  and 
temple  of  old)  ftigvrtttizing  them  as  heretics  and  apof* 
tales ;  and  robbing  them  of  their  glory,  by  felting  up 
for  an  uni  verfal  head  (hip  over  them;  which  belongs  to 

Chriit 


H  O  T  E. 

f  A  nwll  bAinj  Account  offhe  eicrusl  <4  Word*  u4ioiiCa(ft  tfarclr,  or  ti, 

tyrannical  inlo^ncc  of  **  bcnocld  on  canh:  (John  i*  **  14) 
in_  treating  the  peribna,  crown  *f  anti  And  tbu  may  be  faid  to  be  blsTph;ind  in 
digiritter  of  emperors  ami  prhtccj,  jnay  be  the  facriliae  of  tbt  mafs  by  a  pretended  trat,- 
feefi ;  in  Dr  More**  I  bo;  logical  work*}  p,’  fublbmiaiioa,  and  offering  it  up  again 
49°*  m  ajtui,  as  thoogh  by  one  offering  h*  had  net 

By  Ki  lahrrtcih  fomc  andcr^anJ  rbo  perftded  f^r  eyer  (hen  tLtarciaoA'J'xi 
taapk.  of  CiihiTs  body,  La  which  he,  the 


Ctw  xnu 


7  And  ii  was 
jncn  OHIO  him 
L>  nuLe  wir  witli 
thf  Mint#,  and  to 
ottfcocrc  them  : 
i;;d  pcwtr  '  iMfi 
pivcrt  him  over 
ijl  kindreds  and 
tnnjilH,  ind  o»* 
tkmu 


%  And  all  that 
d*%U  flpoa  tbe 
onh  fcall  bw- 
Ihijt  him,  whole 
aie  doe 
wriEtcn  In  the 
bo*fc  df  life  of 
the  Lmb  flaia 
from  the  ferooda* 
th>n  of  ihv  world* 


$  If  any  min 
Jmt  an  c*r+  let 
him  heir* 


10  He  ihat 
Jnrtrth  into  cap- 
tit1 ;?y,  ibiU  go  In* 
to  captivity ;  He 
that  ktlleih  with 
the  fri>nl,  mail 
he  killed  «iibthe 
Jaard,  Here  is 
ths  patience  and 
I  he  f*iib  of  the 
tints. 
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Chrift  only  :  He  likewife  mfgraced  rhe  names  ami  cha- 
raQers  of  . departed  Taints,  and  the  angels  io  heaven,  by 
bibulous  legends  about  them,  and  turning  them  to  aa 
idolatrous  ufe  in  paying  the  religious  worfhip  to  them, 
which  they  deleft,  [chap.  xix.  io.  and  xxii.  9.}  and  to 
anathematizing  the  faithful  fervants  of  Chrift,  that  are 
citizens  of  the  heavenly  JervfaleiKt  and  his  holy  mar* 
tyre  that  have  their  maniions  in  heaven. 

7  And  he  was  permitted  by  divine  providence,  and 
fpirited  np  by  Satan,  to  fet  himfeif  again  ft  the  profef- 
fora  of  Chrift,  who  were  vifible  faints,  by  violent  per¬ 
fections  and  wars  upon  thofe  that  fliould  refufe  to 
fohmit  to  his  authority : -By  which  means  he  was  fuffer- 
ed  to  pervert  fome,  and  deprive  others  of  their  eftates, 
liberty,  and  lives;  and  to  cxercife  his  tyrannical  power 
over  all  nations  of  various  lineages  and  languages  thru* 
the  vaft  extent  of  his  empire. 

8  And  his  power  and  authority,  in  the  whole  of  his 
dominion,  was  reprefented  to  be  fo  prevalent,  that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  empire  would  be  brought  into 
either  a  forced,  or  willing  obedience  to  his  cruel  and 
idolatrous  decrees  {'except  thofe  whom  God  of  his  own 
mere  grace  has  chofen,  as  his  peculiar  people,  and 
knows  as  particularly  and  difttndly  by  name,  as  if  they 
were  written  down,  in  a  literal  fen  lie,  in  the  Lamb*s 
book  of  life  ;  in  which  all  are,  as  it  were,  regiftered, 
who  were  given  him-of  rhe  Father,  to  he  redeemed  and 
brought  £ifc  to  glory,  in  virtue  of  his  facrifice,  which 
may  befaid  to  hare  been  flain,  not  only  in  the  purpofe 
of  God  from  eternity,  (fee  1  Pet.  i.  19,20.)  but  in  the 
Brft  promife,  and  in  its  typical  representations  and  pro¬ 
phecies,  and  faring  efficacy,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  ever  Cnee  the  fall  of  man. 

9  If  any  one  is  drtreus  to  under ftand  the  meaning 
and  importance  of  tbefe  prophecies,  relating  to  this 
new  antichrirtian  power,  Let  him  ferioufly  attend  to 
what  has  been  laid  about  it,  for  his  caution  againft 
holding  any  communion  with  it ;  and  to  what  is  going 
to  be  immediately  added,  for  his  encouragement,  fup* 
port  and  comfort,  which  is  this : 

10  The  great  anti  chrift,  who,  during  this  period, 
takes  fo  many  captive  at  his  will,  ami  tyrannizes  over 
their  conferences,  (hall  not  always  prevail  againft  the 
church  of  Chrift  ;  but  fhall  at  length  he  himfelf  taken 
captive  and  reduced  to  an  abject  ftate,  and  they  fhall 
triumph  over  him  :  He  who  has  been  the  caufe  of  eter¬ 
nal  death  to  fome,  by  means  of  his  pernicious  errors, 
and  the  caufe  of  temporal  death  to  others  by  martyr¬ 
doms 
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it  AcA  I  he- 
bek3 another  bci ft 
coaling  ap  outof 
the  evth;  and  be 
hi  t*»  Ion 
like  a  Iamb,  and 
hr  fpakc '  as  -a. 
dn£oo- 


doms  and  wars,  muft  himfelf,  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term,  be  utterly  destroyed,  fool  and. body,  by  the  fword 
of  men,  and  tbe  fword  of  tbs  Spirit  for  ever ;  What 
meafure  he  metes  to  them,  God  will  meafure  to  him 
again,  {Matth.  vii.  2.)  It  requires  a.  great  deal  of  faith 
to  believe  this,  and  of  patience  to  jraif  for  it ;  and  as 
the  people  of  God,  during  the- reign*  of'  the  beaft,  will 
have  great  occafion  for  the  exercife  of  both  thtfe-grocss; 
fo  here  is  a  conGderitiou  well  faked  to  fupport  their 
patience  at  the  work  of  times  in  hope  of  deliverance ; 
and  to  ftrengihen  and  animate  their  faith  to  perfevere 
and  bear  up  with  Chriftian  fortitude  under  all  tribula¬ 
tions,  as  believing  that  whatis  fofetold'of  (he  downfal 
of  an  tick  rift  (hall  furely  be  accomp!iftied,.in  God’s 
pointed  time,  to  his  glory,  and  their  triumph  over 
his  and  their  enemies. 

it  After  this,  was  prefented  .to.  my  view  another 
form  of  a  bead,  which,  though  for  fubflaoce  the  fame 
with  that  but  now  defeated,  (t/rr.  i,  6r e.)  may  on  ac- 
epunt  of  its  fhape,  and  in  different  ednfiderarions  of 
it,  be  called  another  beaft  *,  which  rofe  up  from  the 
earth  beneath,  as  ifluing  out  of  a  wprltlly  .temper,  end 
of  the  bouomIefs_  pit  i  7.)  And  be  appeared 

with  two  horns,  rcfemblihg  tbofe  of  alamb,  fflymbcl 
of  his  fpiritual,  as  well  as' temporal  dominion,  who 
feemed  to  put  on  a  fpecious-  air  of  meebnefs  and  gen* 
tlencfs,  humility  and  purity,  lilie  a  i^nabj  hut,  in  rea¬ 
lity,  his  anathemas  and  cruel  injupfliqnr,  enforced  by 
the  civil  arm,  were  as  terrible,  as  the  rage  of  a  dragon. 

.  12  And 


H  O 

*  The  cAforitk*  and  difficahie*  that  lye 
upon  all  conjedaitt  1  have  met  with  about 
the  meaning  .of  thifr-ftcotid  brail,  nod  of. 
which  may  bf  ftm  Hr  note 

bpan  ir,  ate  fo  great  and  many,  that  it  would 
auiwxr  no  good  end  fiir  the  reader  to  be 
jnrcatcd  with  them,  as  X  myiclf  have  berp ; 
hoc  can  I  be  folly  ftifcttcd  with  that*  which 
I  Jim  ooft  IndiiKrl  to,  though  with  fomc 
.Angularity,  viz.  that  this  icwud  beaft, 
which  exerciftb  the  fame  power,  and  has  the 
fan  e  mark,  and  name,  and  number,  with  the 
firft,  i*  another  ^cpreTenution  of  the  fame 
papal  eniptfe  fet  in  a  di&reut  point  of  light, 
chiefly  (I  do  nofiiy  wholly)  in  its  ccclcftaftl* 
Cal,  u  the  former  was  chicly  in  its  tempo* 
val  power*  '  And  itU  m  uncommon  thing 
for  thermic  fUie.io  be  frt  out  in  Scripture  by 
di&rem  enbkms,  as  the  Perlian  empire  a. 
by  a  best-  and  a  ram,  (Dm,  vit,  j*  and  viii* 
j.)  and  the  Grrciau  hy  a  toepard  and  a  he- 
.B~»,  (Dm.  vii,  tf.  and  riii*  5,)  ami  our 
Lord  himfelf  u  rrpfcftntnt,  in  this  hook  of 
'prophecy,  fbnac  times  u  a  lien,  and  at 
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others  as  a  lamb,  and  Under  various  other 
charafttTS,  But  whether  1  am  right  jo  my 
thoughts  of  the  fecood  brail,  or  onl+  It  ir  no 

ptaf.  doubt  whh'  me,  but  that  It  Tdatti  in 
fisme  form  or  other  of  the  popiOl  perex-r, 
during  the  terra  of  Jbny-lvo  pri-tphtrie 
months,  or  n$o  yrara,'  which  arc  primed 
out*  in  the  fifrntatiy 'vkw  that  U  given  Ui 
this  and  the  two  preceding  chapter*,  a*  tbr 
time  of  the  b*aft*s  reign,  and  of  the  wr.. 
’mao's  bring  in  the  wildcat  cf?t  (fee  the  n;  r :■ 
on  ehap,  xf  d,}  And  this  is  all  that  1  thtr  - 
of  moment  In  the  p  relent  caic,  which  tv^r 
way  the  vlfou  y>f  the  beaft,  as  appear^/ 
like  a  **  lamb  with  tvstboms,ff  & c.  be  ir- 
t«  pitted.  ’  But  **  the  number  of  the  loft 
ver.  1 3.  at  theclofert  the  deferiprion  of  tl.i 
freoad  beaft,  mtftifcftly  relates  to  the  uuu 
bf  Ant  ichri  ft's  power,  which  is  fcgmfted  Vf 
tkc.frtt  toft.  Ttis  fiwros  to  he  a  itr 
obWlioR  tv  bB  fiicb  natcrpictitTodB,  as  ia-^ 
the  freouri  brad  to  be  emblematical  of  m  > 
A:il:rent  per  fori  or  pover,  that  rofe  at 
cculiderablc  difUncc  of  year*  after  iL-  U.i  * 
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j\  And  hc«* 
frdfott  sll  tbe 
power  of  tbe  Jirit 
baft  before  him, 
tad  caofetb  the 
earth,  «ad  them 
t  Liich  dvelt 
therein,  to  war* 
Ihiptbefiritbeift, 
vh^le  deadly 
vnund  wat  henb 
at 


tj  Anidhedtv 
rth  gitft  Won* 
derj,  ft  that  he 
tnketh  fire  come 
down  from  ha* 
veO'  on-  tbe  euth 
in  ithr  fifhr  of 
mznl 


T4  Anddcccvff' 
th  them  th« 
Ivell  on  the 
nrth,  '  by  i&t 
aeamt  tf  ihoTt 
niradet  which  he 
rad  power  to  do 
n  the  fight  of  the 
gaft;  fiybg  to 
hem  that  dvtll 
in  the  earth,  that 
they 


12  And  under  pretence  ofbetng  the  univtriai  bead 
of  the  church,  he*  as  ilicwn  to  me  in  vifton^  afliimts 
and  makes  ufe  of  all  the  power  and  authority, 
that  had  been  before  represented  as  exercifcd  by  the 
beaft,  which  appeared  in  a  former  vifiqn  onder  the  fi¬ 
gure  pf  a  frontier  of  feven  beads  and  ten  horns,  with 
a  crown ■  on  each  of  them,  (w^  i.J^and  by  violent 
methods  of  excommunications  and  ptrfecmions,  thro’ 
the  afiitiance  of  fecuUr  powers,  he  forces  the,  carnally* 
minded  inhabitants,  of  tbar  part  of  the  earth,  which  is 
under  bis  doipinion,  to  pay  all  tbe  religious  homage* 
obedience  and  fubiniflion  to  him  under  this  new  form 
of  hie  appearing,  ^5  had  been  given  to  the  monftrous 
beaft  that  was  teprefented  under  another  figure  tn  the 
foregoing  ?iGoof  (*vr*  3*}  as  recovering  fomeign-em* 
pire  at  Rome*  after  it  feemed  to  bare  been  mortally 
wounded  pail  recovery* 

*.  13  And,  the  more  efFe£tuj:Uy  ro  compafs  his  tyranni- 
cal  and  idolatrous  defign,  he  pretends  to  nuraculaua 
powers ;  infomuch  ihar,  as  Elijah*  to  vindicate  the  cha* 
raster  of  the  Jeboyzh  of  lfracl*  as  the  only  true  God, 
obtained  hy  prayer,  that  fire  fhould  come  down  from 
heaven,  at  one  time  to  confumc  the  bpim-lacrificet  and 
aranother  to  confomc  the  captains  and  their, fifties, 
wfaicK  were  fent  by  King  Abaziab  to  apprehend  him, 
<1  King*  xviii.  37, 38,  and  i  Kings  i*  10,  12.)  *  fo  this 
tvro.bpjrDcd  beaft  fe.ems  to,  do  like  miracles,  and  that 
publicly  in  tbe  view  of  many  fpecUtop,  to  confirm  his 
falfe  do&rincs  and  ufurped  authority  $.  which  may  be 
confidered  as  pointing  io  the  lying  wonders*  ( 2  Tbtf~  11* 
9.)  and  numerous  fhim-rriiracles  of  theRomifh  church, 
which  are  bo&ftpd  of  and  recorded  in  their  legends  j  aiul 
at  their  dreadful  thunderbolts  by  public  anathemas,  in 
which  they  curfe  tbe  excommunicated  with  bell,  book, 
and  candle,.  as  though  they  Would  bring,  fire  down  from 
heaven  upon  them ;  and  which  are  executed,  by  deli* 
Ycriug  them  over  to  the  fccular  power  to  put  them  to 
death  by  burning*  or  other  tortures,  which  are  indeed 
JE fry  trials* 

14  And  he  impofes  upon  the  fubjefU  of  his  empire 
that  are  influenced  by  earrhly  things,  deluding  them  in¬ 
to  fuperlltuon  and  idolatry,  by  means  of  thofc  feigned 
miracles  which  he  pretended  to  have  power  to  work, 
under  the  countenance,  approbation,  and  encouragement 
of  the  fecuiar  arm,  the  emblem  of  which  was  his /peak* 
mg  as  d  dragon*  (ver*  n*) ;  and  he  perfuaded,  erniced, 
and  even  commanded  thefc  earthly-minded  people  to  fee 
him  up  as  sui  idol,  and  pay  their  homage  to  him,  as  to 

the 
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they  fluwld  make 
in  image  u> 
facaft  which  hod 
the  wound  by  a 
fvnrd,  end  did 
live 


15  And  he  had 
power  10  give  life 
unto  the  udojc  of 
the  heaft,  that  the 
image  of  the 
beafFflionld  both 
fpcai,  and  taufe 
that  at  many  u 
would  notworfhip 
the  image  of  the 
fa  call,  fhoold  be 
killed. 


16  AndhetW- 
dh  all,  both  fxnall 
ieh|  great,  rich 
and  poor,  free 
and  bond*  to  re* 
crire  a  m  .irk  m 
their  riglu  band, 
or  id  their  fore¬ 
heads: 


the  image  of  the  bead,  which  was  reprefented  in  the 
former  vifion  to  have  recovered  fore  reign  empire  at  R<tmew 
after  it  wa*  thought  to  have  been  wounded  unto  death 
in  its  fixtb  head  ;  (wr.  3,  12.) ;  which  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  emblematical  of  their  deifying  the  Pope*  and  of 
all  their  image-worfhip,  and  paying  blind  obedience  to 
the  whole  fyftem  of  popery!  which  was  fet  up  by  his 
authority. 

15  And  be  bad  means  fufticient  in  hie  own  hands  to 
eftablifh  his  authority,  as  the  living  image  of  the  for¬ 
mer  bead,  together  with  the  authority  of  all  his  idola¬ 
trous  ccnftitutions,  and  to  enforce  it  with  vigour  and 
efficacy*  that,  like  the  imagined  living  oracles  of  the 
heathens,  this  living  image  of  the  bead  might  both  fpeak 
blafphemies  and  terrors  in  publi thing  Its  arbitrary  de¬ 
crees  and  fangutnary  taws,  and  might  execute  them  by 
excommunications,  pains,  and  penalties,  even  to  death 
itfeif,  upon  all  that  fhontd  refute  to  worftiip,  or  ro  ac- 
knowledge,  honour,  and  fubmit  to  the  iiijunfiioiu  of 
this  image  of  the  heaft,  according  to  the  reprefentation 
that  in  the  prefent  vilion  is  given  of  it;  which  maybe 
confidercd,  as  pointing  to  the  feme  laws  and  prafliees 
of  the  Romifh  church,  in  its  proceedings  againft  all  that 
renounce  its  authority,  and  are  deemed  heretics. 

16  And  that  the  true  fens  of  theapoftite  church  might 
be  the  more  evidently  diftinguilhed  from  others,  who 
would  not  comply  with  his  authority,  he  ordered  that 
perfone  of  all  ranks  and  degrees  within  the  dominion  of 
the  papacy,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  mailers  and 
fervants,  fliould  make  an  open  profeCion  of  their  acknow* 
Jedgtng  it ;  which  may  be  figured  out  hy  the  emblem  of 
a  vifible  mark,  imprdlcd  on  tbeir  right  handy  to  denote 
their  adlivity  in  his  caufe,  or  on  their  forcheadst  to  de* 
note  their  viCble  profeilion  ofdcvotednefs  to  him  ;  in  al» 
lufionto  the  cuflom  of  matters  fettinga  mark  upon  their 
flares,  to  fignify  that  they  were  tbejr  own  property  *, 

and 


Mirt!*!*  in  bis  (lib,  a,  epig. 

39*  and  fab*  j,  epfg.  tr)  fpediof  firm 
being  marked  rm  their  foreheads;  and  of 
one  who  endeavoured  to  hide  the  mart  of 
his  fiavtry,  by  putting  a  patch  or  pUifter 
upafl  his  forehead  to  cover  it.  And  Dean 
Prideaux  telb  os,  vnk  ii.  book*,) 

that  Ptolemy  Phitopater,  to  degrade  the 
jews  of  Alexandria,  ordered  «  that  all  of 
them  that  Ibeutd  coitie  tobe  LDro]ledf  in  the 
third  rank  among  the  aim  men  people  of 
fitoitld  at  the  time  of  their  enrriL 
bate  the  mirk  of  an  ivj-itjf,  the 
badge  of  hu  God  Bacchus,  by  aa  hot  4,^ 
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impreffed  upon  them;  and  that  all  thofc 
who  Otou!d  rcfiift  to  bethns  tiirulioJ  inti 
fKpmanicd  with  the  htd  rnrfc,  ihould  be 
nude  fhm ;  and  tbit  if  any  of  them  Md 
Hand  out  igainft  this  decree,  helhould  be 
pnt  to  death  *  And  the  enftboi  of  the  he** 
then*  priming  mirks  upon  their  bodies,  fijj- 
nifying  the  £tty  to  which  they  were  demo¬ 
ted,  is  miftifcfHy  referred  to  10  Levit.  xix. 
ift.  (See  Ainfworth  on  the  place.)  And 
G ratios  (hews  that  ftnrams  were  prineipatty 
marked  on  their  foreheads,  and  fclixri  or, 
lUsir  hands*  (Vid*  in  lac.) 
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and  of  heathen  -  idolaters  marking  rhemfclves  w::i 
fome  figure,  in  token  of  what  deity  they  were  devo¬ 
ted  to. 

it  And  that  no  jy  And  fo  ftrift  and  fevere  were  thefe  orders  t>  that 
no  om  ^hateyce  was  allowed  the  common  privilege  of 
lud  the  mart,  or  merchandize  or  commerce  in  buying  or  felling,  much  ' 
ch<  HUM  of  tlw  Jeft  rhc  pretendedly  more  valuable  privilege  of  buying 
tier  ofbi^Kwn'c?*  w  felling  paidons,  difpenfarions,  and  indulgences,  err* 
except  thole  that  made  an  open  profeflion  of  the  popifh 
religion,  and  thereby  wore  the  diflingui  filing  badge  of 
the  beaft*  and  bore  his  name,  like  children  of  their  own 
father,  as  the  Papifis  do  of  the  Popey  who  in  Latin  is 
called  Papa  ;  or  that  took  upon  them  the  profeflion  of 
that  fyfttm  of  erroneous  dottrines,  which  he  eftabiifhed, 
and  are  charaflcrifiic  of  him,  as  the  great  aotichrift, 
don  ^ ’s  m  inftauce  of  adorable  wlfdom  in  Gbd,  "for 

that  hath  under-  reafons  bed  known  to  him,  to  foretd  events  of  this  ns* 
Handing  count  ture  in  fuch  a  covert  manner :  And  it  requires  fpiritu^l 

the  beSTt^for^t  w*f^om  an^  application  of  thought,  with  humble  de- 
ii  the  number  of  pendence  on  divine  guidance,  to  underftand  the  myfii- 
a  man;  uni  hi*  cal  defer iptions  of  the  amichrtftian  beaih  Whoever  is 
hundred  three*  mtndcdj  and  has  any  fkil  1  for  inquiries  of  this  fort,  let 
ftittacdiU.  him  carefully  employ  it  in  a  clofe  and  diligent  fearch  in-* 
to  the  number  of  years  henceforth  to  come,  when  this 
idolatrous  power  is  to  rife  in  its  full  ftrengrh,  that  be 
may  thereby  learn,  who,  or  what  is  meant  by  this  re* 
prefentation  of  it  ^  and  consequently,  at  what  time  its 
period  of  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years  Hull  expire* 
The  finding  out  of  this  need  not  be  abfolutely  defp aired 
of;  For  its  rife  in  its  compleatlhte  is  to  be  dtfeovered 
by  computing  from  the  time  of  this  vifion  a  number  of 
years,  which  is  commonly  ufed  by  men  in  their  way  of 
reckoning  j  and  that  number  is  *  ft x  hundred  and fixty- 
fix.  RECOIp* 

NOTES. 

+  Pareu*  obfcrvesin  hU  note  on  this  verie,  any  commerce  with  heretics  la  bujiug  or 
that  Pope  Martin  tht  Fifth,  in  bis  Bull  an-  felling* 

Mied  to  the  Council  of  Conitance,  enjoin-  *  The  obfcorjty  in  which  the  number  <T4<f 
rt  by  an  oath,  that  all  who  ptofefted  them-  is  left  in  pcrphccy,  rails  for  Itodions 
lelves  to  he  devoted  to  the  Roman  See,  Jhould  modr  ft  inquiry,  aril  humb?e  prayer  to 
apd  all  thole  that  do  not  hold  the  faith  and  fettle  the  meaning  of  it.  Tlie  luirned 
coipnunbn  of  the  church,  as  /cabby  (bep,  Mr  Potter,  in  an  elaborate  diftoude  on 
which  infeft  the  flock  of  the  Lord-;  and  this  number,  endeavours  to  adjufl  it  by 
Ihonld  not  permit  them  ro  preach,  nor  to  txtxaAicig  the  Jquare  rout  of  646,  which, 
dwell  among  them,  nor  to  make  any  con-  with  a  fraction  of  4  c,  is  *j,  which  mutii- 
traftt  or  bargains^  or  eaeHfe  any  trade  a*  pled  into  iiftif.  and  adding  the  fraAiofi, 
mong  them  ;  nor  to  enjoy  with  Chriftians  gird  the  Dumber  604,  and  adding  if  to  the 
the  comfort*  of  humanity*  And  Mr  Crad~  year  of  our  f  Ard  jj,  makes  58,  and  dih, 
dock  refen  to  the  Con  mil  of  La(cnn*5  ana*  added  lo  666,  makes  714  ;  when,  as  forac 
thematTEuig  alt  that  entertained  any  of  think,  the  heart  arrival  toils  Gate  of  man* 
the  Wildcats,  ortrtdcd  with  them;  and  hood,  and  the  war  about  wnrlhipptag  of 
to  a  f jfmid  in  France ,  which  forbad*  Images  began.  Others  have  thought  that 

Vol.  VI.  t  U  *» 
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RECOLLE  C  T  IONS. 

In  haw  many  forms  doth  the  papal  amichrift  appear !  fometimes  with  the 
meekneft  and  geiiUencfi  of  a  lamb  to  deceive*  and  at  others  with  the  fury  and 
cruelty  of  a  dragon  to  deftruy ;  both  uniting  to  pervert  and  min  the  church  of 
Chrift,  With  what  blafph  emit*  doth  he  open  his  mouth  1  With  what  lying  wonders 
doth  he  impale  upon  earthly-minded  men  !  With  what  uneontruukd  authority 
doth  he  command  and  force  bis  fubjefte  to  fuhnut  to  idolatrous  image- worlhip  and 
all  the  abominations  of  popery  !  And  with  what  dreadfu l  fe verity  doth  be  curfe 
all  that  will  not  openly  profeft  abfolute  ami  bj?ud  obedience  to  him  and  his 
decrees!  This  is  the  plain  mark  of  the  beaft;  and  they  that  have  not  this  mark 
upon  them*  whether  they- be  of  high  or  low  decree,  mult*  according  to  his  or¬ 
ders,  be  deprived  of  the  common  privileges  of  civil  focietv  and  commerce,  and 
of  life  itfelf*  Alas  1  How  many  nations  and  people  are  deluded  into  fatal  errors, 
to  their  eternal  perdition,  by  his  allurements  on  one  hand,  and  terrors  on  the 
other  !  None  under  his  dominion  can  be  teemed  sgainfl:  it,  but  God's  cleft  that 
are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life,  the  virtue  of  whole  facrifice  has  been  effec¬ 
tual  to  lalvation,  through  faith  in  him,  .ever  fince  the  entrance  of  fin,  foon  after 
the  creation  of  the  world.  Rut  how  much  foeverthe  Jl&mifh  potentate  maydif* 
treft  thefe  by  wars,  perfections,  and  nrirtyrdoms*  to  the  killing  of.  their  bodies* 
he  fhall  never  prevail  to  pervert  and  dettroy  their  fouls.  Andbkffed  be  God,  there 
is  a  certain  limited  time,  fet  in  prophecy,  for  his  utter  duwnfal;  when  all  the  evil 
be  has  done  to  others*  fhall  in  righteous  vengeance  be  retaliated  upon  him,  to  the 
glory  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  happinefs  of  his  people.  How  delightful  is  the 
profpeft  of  tins ;  and  what  1  fopport  to  faith  and  patience  under  ad  anticbrifUati 
op  previous  i  Did  we  wc  but  certainly  know  when  to  begin  the  computation  of 
the  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  years  of  his  reigu  from  fix  hundred  aim  fi£iy-Ex, 
could  be  at  no  loft  to  fay  when  they  fhall  end.  Such  hints  are  given  of  this 
in  prophecy,  as  became  the  wifdom  of  God  ;  and  we  may  hope  to  come  at  fome 
knowledge  of  their  meaning  by  humble  inquiries  into  them,  with  a  dependence  on 
divine  light  and  guidance.  Let  Ihofe  of  us  therefore,  who  are  dcfirous  of  under* 
Handing  thefe  things,  ferioufty  coil fider  what  is  hid  in  prophetic  writings  about 
them;  and  comfort  ourtelves  with  allured  bopcs*  that,  In  God’s  prvfcrihcd  time* 
the  Church  fhnll  get  through  all  her  troubles,  and  triumph  over  all  her  enenrir* ; 
and  that  then  what  we  know  not  now,  we  fhould  kuow-with  the  dearrft  evidence 
of  thrir  exaft  accoinpliOimcnL 


CHAP.  XIV, 

To  comfort  the  church  under  the  melancholy  reprefentatbn  -which  had 
been  made  in  the  foregoing  vijtons  of  the  1260  year:  of  the  witneffes 
propbefying  in  fackchth t  of  the  churches  being  in  the  wildernefit  and 

NOTE. 

thU  number  might  he  made  our  by  the  Greek  djod,  was  about  the  year  of  ourliord  p*; 
word  Latclnos  which  fignilkt  ihe  and  adding  6G6  to  94  makes  yfto,  uhkh 

Larin  churchy  die  numeral  letters  of  which  reaches  but  about  f iw  or  five  yew  beyond 
mike  juft  6$6t  thus,  the  rift  of  the  fccafh  s»  fnppoftd  to  be  abrat 

A  ff  t  t  t  f  0  r  the  year  TJJ*  or  7 %6t  when  the  Pope  be- 
30,  1*  300.  J.  IQ.  jo.  ye,  lao.  came  a  temporal  prince,  and  received  the 

which,  added  together*  amount  to  that  num-  luveflitnrc  of  Pute/i  patrimony  from  Pep  to 
her.  But  as  theft,  however  ingenious,  are  king  of  France,  and  might  poffibly  be  about 
wry  uncertain  conjefturtrs  I  hiYt  rjlher  4  or  t  y cm  In  taking  aftual  and  cucnplrte 
chute  to  tell  in  with  loch  writer**  is  feem  poffriCon  of  it,  (See  Mr  Lowmm’s  note,4) 
more  probably  to  compute  the  number  tfdtf  According  to  this  accoimt,  an  tic  h  rill's  reign 
from  the  time  when  the  apofUe  John  re-  is  to  eipite  abnux  the  year  of  bar  Lord 
crived  and  wrote  this  ijGoki,  which,  ftvs  Mr  aorj,  or  aoitf,  as  may  appear  by  adding 
Low  nan,  taking  the  general  received  opw  iiCo  to  7SS  or  yjtf. 


Cfc*  ifr*  Tie  Rev  el  ation  paraphrcfcd.  gey 

cf  the  reign  cf  antichrifi*  a  chorus  of  the  heavenly  church  is  introduced 
in  another  yifmi*  as  celebrating  the  praifes  of  God,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Lamb)  for  their  happinejs*  who*  as  a  virgin- company*  had  con ti- 
nued  faithful  to  Chrifi  and  his  caufe  under  that  period*  i> — Then 
follows  a  vifm  of  three  angels  j  one  proclaiming *  in  a  way  of  predic¬ 
tion,  the  everlafi'mg  gqfpel  which  Jbmld  he  preached  at  the  Reforma¬ 
tion*!  another *  thedownfalcfBzbyhu*  the  fame  with  the  antic hrifli* 
an-btafi  %  and  a  third*  the  dreadful  wrath  of  God  which  Jhcutd  be  pour* 
ed  out  upon  the  worjbippers  of  the  beafl *  together  with  the  hlcjfednefs 
of  them  that  die  in  the  Lord*  6* — 13*  To  this  is  added  a  vijion  of 
Ghrtfi  himfetf*  with' a  fbarp  Jtchle  in  his  hand*  and  of  an  angel  crying 
to  bim  to  execute  judgment  on  his  enemies*  as  ripe  for  definition *  un¬ 
der  the  emblem  cf  a  harvefi  ripe for  cutting  down*  which  he  according* 
ly  did ,  14,-16*  And  a  vifon  of  two  angels  more  /  one  of  which  bad 
alfe  a  Jharp  fckle  ;  and  the  direr  cried  to  him  to  proceed  to  further 
executions  of  judgments*  without  delay ,  upon  the  antichrifiidhr  party* 
that  had  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities*  which  was  done  with 
dreadful  vengeance  under  the  emblem  cf  a  vintage  fully  ripe *  and  trod¬ 
den  in  the  wine-prefs  of  God's  wrath *  1 7, — ao* 


Tikt* 

AMD  I  baked* 
^  Irtd  io,  ■ 
Larob  ftood  on 
the  mount  Sion, 
and  with  him  an 
hundred  forty  W 
fbor  thovhnA  , 
bavin  j  hu  Fa- 
ih ft’t  name  writ¬ 
ten  in  ihcir  fore* 
facade 


%  And  I  heard 
aTTOcfaro  hea* 

m* 


Pa  raphraee. 

AT  tbe  dole  of  the  preceding  vifions,  (ebapj.  xu 
xii.  xtii.)  which  opened  the  moll  grievous  feenes 
before  met  relating  to  the  (late  of  the  church’s  afflic¬ 
tions,  and  anticbriIVs  reign,  for  twelve  hundred  and 
City  years,  I  was  immediately  favoured  with  another, 
of  a  moll  delightful  and  encouraging  nature,  for  the  re¬ 
lief  and  comfort  of  the  church  under  all  the  tribulations 
of  the  foregoing  period.  I  looked  with  earned  delire 
to  fee  what  fliould  next  be  revealed;  and,  behold  1 
with  admiration  and  joy,  I  ag2in  had  a  vifion  of  the 
true  Lamb  of  God,  who  bad  been,  (chap.  v.  6.)  as 
Handing  with  viftory  and  triumph  on  mount  Sica,  tit 
city  of  tbs  living  God,  where  Jcfui  the  mediator  is; 
(Heb.  xii.  21,  24.}  And  with  him  I  law  the  hundred, 
and  forty-four  thoufand,  which  had  before  been  fym- 
bolically  reprefented  to  me  as  his  fealed  ones,  (chap. 
Tin.  4.)  to  intimate,  that  during  the  whole  reign  of  an- 
rich  rift  none  of  them  were  loft :  Alt  which  appeared 
with  the  mark  of  God  his  Father’s  name  vifibly  writtea. 
on  their  foreheads,  to  denote  that  they  were  his  pecu¬ 
liar  people,  who  had  made  an  open,  an  honourable  pro- 
feffion  of  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  in  the  word  of  rimes, 
and  were  entirely  devoted  to  him,  as  his  faithful  fer- 
vants,  in  opposition  to  all  thofe  that  had  the  mark  of 
the  beaft.  (See  the  note  oo  chap .  xiii.  16.) 

3  And,  methougfat,  1  heard  a  melodious  voice  of 
joy  and  praife  from  among  this  triumphing  a  (Terribly  in 
U  3  heaven j 


3o3 

Tfn*  as  the  v**i« 
t»r  ^armt 

the  votcc 
of  a  ^ic-it  ihurj- 
dert  au4  I  h^rl 
the  vi*Ke  fit 
harpers  harping 
wiUi  chtir  lurpi ; 


j  And  they 
fnnf  a?  it  were  a 
new  Ibug  before 
the  throne*  and 
before  the  feet 
beafls*  and  the  el¬ 
ders:  audnotnvti 
could  ltd  in  that 
ibi*^  hut  the 
hundred  dn&  forty 
tftfj  four  thou  - 
fowl,  which  were 
redeemed  from 
the  earth* 


4  Thei  ire 
they  which  were 
not  ddiled  with 
.women;  tor  they 
are  virgin* :  thefe 
are  they  wbi*h 
IWiiow  the  Lamb 
whiiberfbercr  he 
g'oeth  :  th=fe  were 
tcdetlned  from 
amonfl  men*  bang 
t*:e  firlt-fniits  un¬ 
to  God  and  to  the 
Lamb. 
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heaven  j  the  voice  of  a  vjft  multitude*  as  lignified  by 
many  waters,  (chap,  xvti-  i,  15.);  and  a  voice  as  loud 
as  a  great  dap  of  thunder:  and  it  was  exceeding  har¬ 
monious  in  mine  ears*  like  the  mufic  of  temple-wor- 
ihip  on  folemn  ft  ftivals ;  where  harpers  played  upon 
their  harps*  and  others  joined,  with  their  mufical  in¬ 
ternments,  in  charming  concert  with  the  voices. 
(1  Cbran.  xxv.  1, — 7.  aud  Pfi  lxviii.25.) 

3  And  this  glorious  company  united,  as  with  one 
heart  and  voice*  in  finging  a  lofty  hymn  of  blejjing,  bo- 
near,  glory,  and  fewer  to  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne, 
anti  to  the  Lamb  Jar  ever  and  ever }  (chap.  v.  13.)  A 
pfalm  or  fone  of  praife*  of  a  melt  excellent  nature,  and 
new  ftram,  for  redeeming  love*  as  fuited  to  all  the 
light,  grace*  and  purity*  of  the  gofpel-revelation.  They 
were  employed  in  this  folemn  a£t  of  worlhip  in  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  God*  bowing  with  the  mod  humble  and  ador¬ 
ing  prod  ration  before  him,  as  fitting  on  the  throne ; 
(dap.  iv.  10.)  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  four  living 
creatures*  the  r eprefen tart ves  of  gofpel-mini tiers  j  and 
of  the  four-and-twenty  elders,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
church,  (fee  the  notes  on  chap.  iv.  4,  6.)  And  fo  fpi- 
ritual  and  lubiime  was  this  fong,  that  none  could  fully 
undcrfUnd  ir*  or  tafle  its  fweetnefs,  and  join  heartily 
in  it,  hut  thote,  that  are  fytnbolically  reptefemed  by 
the  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand,  who  were  re¬ 
deemed  by  the  blood  of.  Chrill*  (chap,  v.  y.)  and,  in 
confcquence  thereof*  by  his  power  and  grace,  from  a* 
mcmg  the  red  of  mankind  upon  earth*  and  particularly 
cf  the  anrichriftbn  parr  of  them. 

4  Thefc  are  the  holy  and  happy  fouls,  who,  in  the 
days  of  anticbrilVs  reign*  did  not  defiie  themfelves 
with  idolatry  of  the  Roman  church*  that  great  whore  of 
Babylon,  and  mother  of  harlots,  with  wham  many  rwv- 
mitted  fornication  or  fpiritual  whoredom*  (chap.  xvii. 
I*  2,  5  )  as  idolatry  is  often  ftiltd  by  the  prophets : 
(See  Eztk.  xvi.)  For  they  are  like  pure  and  chade  vir¬ 
gins,  efpoufed  to  Chrill*  their  one  and  only  hutband* 
(2  Cor .  xi.  a.)  and*  as  fuch*  would  never  go  into  fpi- 
-rital  adultery  in  worfhipping  images,  faints*  or  angels  ; 
or  applying  to  any  mediator  but  Chrift.  Thde  are  of 
thote  that  keep  ctote  to  the  Lamb  of  God*  in  their  de¬ 
pendence  alone  00  the  merit  and  virtue  of  his  facrifice, 
for  pardon  and  all  falvation*  and  in  their  faithful  ad¬ 
herence  to  all  his  do&rinee*  ordinances*  and  moral 
commandments ;  following  his  guidance  and  example 
in  every  duty,  triql,  and  afHiQion*  in  which  he  went  be¬ 
fore  them*  and  called  them  to  come  after  him*  as  flieep 

after 


Cb.  si v. 


I  Anilatliur 

nwmtli^as  found 
fw  go*lt  ;  for 
the?  ate  virhout 
fault  Wore  !bc 
dratic  of  Gcji 


0  And  l  fto 
a« other  angd  fly 
an  the  midft  of 
heavcb ,  having 
the  cm  lifting 

£i/peE  to  pmcE 
unto  thrm  them 
that  dwell  on  the 
and  to  eve¬ 
ry  n4?iuiit  *uri 
E:n.lit<l  t  J«d 
andpeo- 

PK 


t  SaFnj*  ttfch 
■  Utoiroux,  I  fl  tr 
liod,  and  give 
giary  in  him,  !or 
ritv  hour  of  his 


.nr  g  nent  aeia:; 
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after  their  great  Shepherd,  till  he  fhoulcl  bring  them 
fafe  to  glory*  Thefe  were  redeemed  to  God,  by  his 
precious  blood*  from  among  every  kindred  and  tongue 
and  people  and  nath «  of  mankind,  (fee  the  note  on 
chap,  v*  9,)  and  were  dtlivcrtd  by  his  grace  from  all 
thcanticliriftian-pany,  and  thdr  Gns  and  errors;  they 
being  a  holy  people,  confecrated  to  God  the  Father, 
and  to  the  Lamb  who  was  Gain  ;  and  being  a  pledge  uf 
many  more*  that  Jhould  be  fo;  even  as  the  firfif mitt 
were  holy  and  confecrated  to  the  Lord,  and  were  an 
earned  of  the  following  lurvefh 

5  And  there  was  no  defiguing  hypocrify  or  prevail¬ 
ing  deceit  in  them  $  but  they  were  faithful  and  upright, 
iruheirprofeflionof  Chrift,and  uttimooy  agaiuft  all  1H0* 
latry  and  corruprioru  in  do&rine  and  woilhip;  flid  inf 
ail  that  they  faid:  For  in  their  governing  behaviour 
and  cnnfdence  coward  God,  they  are  'without  blame  be¬ 
fore  him  in  bve*  (Eph.  i.  4,)  and  are  accepted  as  com¬ 
pletely  righteous  in  his  fight*  who  imputes  not  iniquity 
to  them,  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  Cbttft,  {Rm.  iv,  6,— tf, 
compared  with  Pfai  xxxii,  1,  2*)  in  which  be  looks 
upon  them,  and  they  appear  without  any  charge  of 
guilt  before  his  throne* 

6  And  as  a  further  encouragement  to  faith,  hop**,  and 
patience,  I  beheld  an  angel  flying  through  t he  air,  vts 
one  did  before,  (chap,  yin*  13O  but  now  with  a  diffe¬ 
rent  anJ  more  comfortable  mrfftgc;  and  that  was  to 
notify  the  preaching  of  glad  tidings  of  great  jny,  as 
contained* in  the  gofpel  ot  the  ever-bled cd  God,  which, 
for  fub(tanc£,  i*  unchangeably  the  fame,  ever  lincethe 
publication  of  it  in  the  fuft  promife,  {Gen*  iii*  15,)  and 
never  thill  be  aboEilhed  as  the  ceremonial  law  w^Sj  but 
fliall  ifliic  in  eternal  life*  Tbe  migcl  proctahried,  that 
this  gofpel  Ibotdtl  be  preached  to  the  inhabitants  of  iho 
carrb,  even  to  all  forts  of  pt-optc  among  them,  of  wh»t 
nation,  lineage,  or  hmgange  foever ;  Which  niay 
confidercd  as  a  prediction  of  God's  railing  up  faichf.il 
miuiftcts  ai  the  ProU fount  Reformation^  who  fhrvuM 
preach  the  pure  unenrrupted  gufpcl  of  Chrilt,  and  gUj 
iblemn  warnings  agaitift  all  corrttjuions  of  Ids  *vr,rd  and 
ordinances,  according  to  what  this  angel  (poke,  us  it- 
prefenmive  of  them. 

7  Saying  to  all  people,  with  great  came  Pin  eft,  zea", 

and  feivour,  as  with  a  ftroug  vuie:y  which  wight  be 
heard  far  and  wide,  and  demanded  urtcurirn,  See  to  it 
tli  -it  ye  worth  ip  and  ferve  G;;tl  hi  and  tru:h  ac¬ 

cording  to  bis  word*  as  the  only  rule  hu;h  ;\uH  uh^ 

and  rt * 
:10:1s. 


tiat  ilicnccj  in  cppoGrion  to  bu:ua:i  invs 


Ch. 


!o  The  fame 
ftall/lrint  of  the 
vin^  of'JlvV^Clt 
«T  God,  nbLh  is 
poured  out  *itU- 
out  niitun  into 
the  cup  of  his  in* 
digtt&imi  %  and 
he  fttoll  be  tor¬ 
mented  with  tire 
&nd  brimdooe , 
tu  tltc  preknee  of 
the  holy  aogdf, 
and  in  the  pro* 
fence  of  the 
Limb: 


ti  And  the 
fraofcc  of  their 
toimcnt  afeend* 
erh  np  fur  erer 
and  ever :  and 
they  lute  no  reft 
day  nor  flight, 
who  worfhjp  Oic 
heaft  and  his  i- 
n-age,  and  who- 
foevor  rtxciveth 
the  «nath  of  bii 
name. 


jx  Hen  h  the 
patitoce  of  the 
fiinU:  here  art 
they  rhtt  keep 
the  command- 
menrs  of  God, 
and  the  faith  of 
Jdus* 


The  Retsutiok  paraphrased.  3 ti 

complying  with  iroage-worfhip,  or  other  parts  of  Popirti 
fuperiiition  and  idolatry ;  and  (hall  make  an  open  pro- 
feflion  of  all  this;  like  bearing  its  diilinguithing  mark 
on  his  forehead;  or  (hall  be  active  in  fcrviifg  its  in* 
tereft,  like  fetting  his  hand  to  it,  (fee  the  note  on  chap. 
xiit.  16.)  be  will  do  it  at  his  utmolt  peril. 

10  Be  be  who  01  what  he  will,  be  dial)  feel  the 
weight  of  divine  vengeance:  As  he  drank  of  the  intoxi¬ 
cating  wine  of  the  great  whore's  fornication,  in  prac- 
tiling  idolatry  with  her,  (vtr.  5.)  be  (hall  drink  of  the 
wine  of  God’s  juft  fury,  {Jer.  xxr.  15,  16.)  which, 
like  the  ftrongeft  deadly  compofition,  is  prepared  with¬ 
out  mixture  of  mercy,  and  is  poured  out  with  dreadful 
abborence  of  fuch  an  one,  as  into  a  cup  filled  with  his 
provoked  wrath  ;  and  he  (hall  be  pumihed  with  agoni¬ 
zing  pain,  as  with  the  torment  of  burning  fire  and 
brim  (tone,  in  the  fight  of  ths  holy  angels,  as  witneQes 
and  executioners  of  it,  {Matth‘.  iiii.  49,  50.)  and  be¬ 
fore  the  face  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  as  Judge  of  all,  who 
will  pals  a  righteous  Sentence  opon  fuch  an  one,  and  will 
behold  his  deferved  mifery,  without  relenting,  or 
affording  any  help  or  pity. 

11  And  fo  horrihle  was  the  reprefentution  of  the 
punifhment  of  fuch  offenders,  that,  methoughr,  1  faw 
the  fmoke  of  the  fire  which  tormented  then:  attending 
up  inceffanlly  with  difma]  darknefs,  as  from  a  firs 
which  (hall  not  be  quenched  to  all  eternity;  [Mark,  ix. 
43>  44*)  And  they,  like  urifsrable  wretches  that  are 
in  the  bittereft  anguilh  day  and  night,  have  no  inter- 
million,  eafe  or,  vcfjute  of  tfcei;  torment,  who  yield 
themfclves  up  to  the  authority  of  the  antichriftian-heaft, 
under  any  form  of  its  appearing;  and  this  (hall  be  the 
deplorable  condition  of  every  one  who  openly  profcfl'es 
obedience  and  derotednefs  to  it,  as  though  its  name  were 
printed  on  his  forehead.  (Seethe  note  on  chap,  xiii-  1O.) 

12  In  this  view  of  things,  we  fee  the  tmis  that  the 
patience  of  the  faints  will  be  pnt  to,  and  the  honour 
with  which  it  will  appear  and  be  crowned  at  laft,  in  the 
accomptilhmentof  what  they  patiently  waited  for  :  Here 
we  fee  who  they  are,  that  notwithftanding  all  o»- 
preflions  hy  amichriftian-enemies,  keep  dole  ro  the 
word  of  God,  as  the  only  rule  of  their  faith,  word: ip, 
and  obedience,  and  faithfully  conform  to  it  in  heart 
and  iiie;  2nd  that  maintain  the  purity  of  the  doctrines 
and  in  dilutions  ol  the  Lord  Jefits,  as  what  they  fincere- 
ly  believe,  profefs,  and  pra£U&  upon  this  foie  authority, 
in  oppolitioa  to  all  the  corruption:-:,  tradition^,  and  im- 
politions  cf  men. 

13  And 


3io 
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that  m*dc  hcaren 
trwl  earth j  zzd 
the  fta,  and  the 
fountain*  of  wa¬ 
ter*. 


9  Ani  there 
followed  soother 
an$d  ,  fryiog  , 
Jlatryinn  t$  fallen, 
is  fallen  ,  that 
geeat  dtyf  b*iufe 
(be  made  all  na* 
lions  drink  of  the 
wiij£  of  the  wruth 
of  her  former 
tlflfl. 


*  And  the 
third  an£i;l  t'ol- 
fo^x-d  (fiiiu,  lay¬ 
ing  VLith  a  Loud 
voice,  If  any  man 
ucnfhtp  tiw  k'3:l 
and  his  i»rijrtf 
eid  receive  his 
jnavk  in  his  fore, 
hear],  cr  in  ls:s 
hand. 


ttons>  with  holy  reverence  of  him  and  fear  of  offending 
him  by  idolatry*  or  any  other  iniquity  j  and  that  ye 
glorify  him,  by  humhle  adorations  of  his  divine  being* 
and  perfections,  and  hisho)yprovkknce;init  by  aferibing 
all  falvation  to  his  free  and  fovereign  grace*  through  the 
only  Mediator*  in  oppoGtion  to  the  merit  of  good  works* 
and  the  mediation  of  faints  and  angels;  For  the  time 
is  now  come*  in  whicb  he  will  begin  to  execute  judg¬ 
ments  upon  his  antichriftian  enemies*  And  let  all 
your  worihtp  be  offered  up  to  the  great  God*  through 
Jcfus  Chriil*  and*  in  oppofition  to  alt  creatures*  to 
him  only,  (chap,  xix*  to.  and  xxii.  9.}  who  is  the  Crea¬ 
tor  of  heaven  and  earth*  and  the  Tea*  and  fprings  of 
water*  and  of  all  things  contained  therein* 

8  And  after  this*  there  followed  another  angel  with 

moll  joyful  tidings  to  the  church*  giving  them  notice* 
that*  in  God’s  due  time  their  great  amichriflian-enemy 
fhould  be  utterly  deftroyed*  an  earneft  of  which  was 
given  in  the  Protrjiant  Reformation*  faying  in  the 
very  terms  that  had  been  ufed  concerning  the  Chaldean* 
Babylon*  (Ifa*  xxi*  9.)  and  in  prophetic  ftile*  which 
fpeaksof  things  to  come  as  though  they  were  already 
pad;  and  doubling. the  expreffion  to  give  the  ftrongelt 
affurance  of  its  certain  accomplilhmeni*  Babylon  ts  fal¬ 
len*  is  fallen ;  Thereby  intimating  that*  as  the  ancient 
Babylon  did  adually  fall*  according  to  the  prophecy,  fo 
antichriftian  Rome*  that  great  city*  which  may  be  called 
myttical  u&haughtintfe*  perfections  and  ido¬ 

latries,  fhould  as  certainly  be  deftroyed  in  its  appointed 
time;  becaufe,asmen  ufe  to  be  overcome  by  ftrongwine* 
and  lewd  women  arc  faid  to  entice  their  lovers  to  fornica¬ 
tion,  by  giving  them  philters  or  love- portions;  fo  by  the 
allurements  of  riches,  honour*  and  pleafure*  and  the  de¬ 
ceits  of  lying  wonders,  (he  had  intoxicated  all  nations  un- 
derner  dominion*  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  have  M- 
lowfhipwitb  her  in  idolatrous  worftiip,  which  is  frequent¬ 
ly  represented  by  theprophets, as  fpiriuial  whoredom*  that 
incenfes  the  wrath  of  God  againlt  the  prs&ifers  of  it. 

9  And  a  third  angel  fucceeded  the  two  laft*  with 

tidings  as  terrible  to  the  amiebriftian  party  as  the  two 
former  were  comfortable  to  the  faithful  fcivants  of  the 
Loid;  But  he  gave  them  fair  warning  before-hand, 
faying  with  a  thundering  voice*  enough  toflrike  terror 
into  all  that  heard  it,  If  any  one  in  thefe  days  of  light* 
and  after  thefe  plain  notices*  will  ftill  obftinately  per- 
fift  in  paying  religious  homage  to  the  antichriftian- 
beait,  which  has  been  deferibed  under  various  forms* 
(cba$*  aid  iii  fubmitting  to  his  authority*  and 

complying 


2  B.EVEI.ATION  parafbrafeiL  Ch, xiv, 

ij  Ani  t heard  1 3  And  for  their  further  fupport  and  comfort  under 

— r  £ivf”«  tribulations,  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  like  that 

unto  me,  Write,  which  came  from  the  excellent  glory  relating  to  our 
isLctf-d  ire  the  bh.ilcd  Lord,  (2  Pet.  i.  1 7.)  faying  tome,  Write  in 
wL  SSrin  y°ur  “"«*»«  of  prophetic  villous,  that  they  who 
h  ncrtnrtit :  Yea,  die  .in  the  fetth  of  Cnriu,  united  to  him  as  members  01 
Aiih  iht  spirit,  his  myllical  body,  and  fhall  be  found  in  him  *,  (PAiY. 
flo!nthr«MrJ  ful  9*)  as  well  as  they  who  fuffer  martyrdom  for  Chrift, 
fcrnim,  ami  thdr  are  and  Qiali  be  nnfpeakably  happy  from  the  time  of 
vwwks  do  follow  their  death  to  all  eternity :  Yea,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy, 

1  urbofe  teilimony  is  infallibly  true,  pofitively  a  flu  res 

them,  from  this  time  forward,  of  the  certainty  and  ex¬ 
cellence  of  this  bieflednefs,  which  is  fo  great,  that,  at 
the  end  of  rlietr  trials  on  earth,  they  fhall  reft  with 
fureet  refreflunent  from  all  their  labours  and  fufle  rings 
for  Ch ri ft,  from  all  their  fpiritoal  conflifts  with  On, 
Satan,  and  the  world,  and  from  all  forrows  of  every 
kind  :  And  none  of  their  works  of  faith,  love  and  pa¬ 
tience,  fltail  be  loft,  or  forgotten  ;  but  they  fhall  all 
follow  them  to  hear  witnefc  to  them,  as  true  believers 
who  die  in  the  Lord,  that  they  may  receive  the  bleflecl 
fruit  of  them  in.  a  proportionate  toward  of  grace,  at  the 
great  day  of  account,  (fee  Rom.  viti.  17.  -and  2  Cor.  tv, 
17,) ;  though  they  do  not  go  before  them,  in  a  way  ct 
plea  or  merit,  to  entitle  them  to  eternal  life. 
ed*and  behoM, »  ]4  After  this,  1  looked  again  for  feme  further  re* 

vKitt  cloud ;  and  vetarion ;  and,  obferve  the  following  vifion,  I  faw  an 
wjjon  she  cioud  iiluiirious  bright  cloud;  and  upon  this  cloud  the  Lord 
*ht  -:!in  'J  m  'n”  Jefus,  the  Mdfiah  himfelf,  who  was  truly  man,  and 
hvisj  on  ins  often  (tiled  the  Son  of  man}  appeared,  in  like  manner  as 
head  a  gol.!cn  y,c  didin  DanicPt  viftOn,  {chaff,  vit,  13.;}  he  alfo  ap- 
Wd"’  Ibarp  P*arcd  with  rays  of  glory  upon  his  head,  which  may 
fickle,  be  called  a  crown  of  gold  to  fignify  his  ruyal  dominion, 

as  Lord  of  all;  {Dan.  vii,  14,)  and  with  the  figure  of  a 
foarp  fickle  in  his  hand,  liach  as  hufbandmsn  ufe  in 
reaping  corn;  an  emblem  of  his  coming  forth  in  righ- 
tiouihefs  fo  cut  down  his  antlchriiUan  enemies  f, 

15  1 

NOTE  8. 

*  1  r.itlicr  think  that  “  the  dead  *»ho  die  ciilwr  what  joes  before,  or  to  what  follow « 
*l  in  th*.  l-ord/'  rtLics  to  all  true  Murreys  a  Merit,  there  orifly  be  iv>  grrvt  differenot  in  the 
thru  &  ijriug  iiiti  rtil  in  Chtilh,  than  knic »  pren  in  the  panpiinir^ 

Lmurtyr*  for  hi*  lak^:  For  ibis  Iwft  t  SotneareoF  opinion,  ihnr  In  this  viGna 
ki^ieei  wIili  the  imaoin*  ef  like  phr-dc®  in  the  licit lc,  miring,  and  hamft,  are  to  lie 
t  D>r,  xv  IB.  and  i  Thill!  in;  14,  itf  *  at  id  trken  in  a  Icnfe,  as  they  oFrcn  arv  m 

a  ci'  itv  hhilnlntfs ull  is  Scripture;  and  that  they  here  n.fcf  ta 

iiK>re  ettcidivtfy  yfcfnl  imd  cnconnifctajt  to  Chtift1*  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  pofp^-mi^ 
the  whole  fhurch,  urrk:r  her  various  tic ubici,  niltryt  and  ftKlJicriiig  1  rmriikuFtk  of 
in  the  pM-kat  flate  of  J;4  4nd  taiow,  A»ui  fouls  into  hi*  kingdom  ar  the  lime  of  the 
thoufh  ihc'iutikk  /ais;n)  rendrred  Jy$ct  Reformation;  u»  hi*  g-nhering  the  whole 
btzrtf.rih  is  JiL:rc::'Jy  1 vlehcd  h)  to  church  lo  himfeif  at  :bc  «d  of  tic  wr*jli!  — 

Ba: 


Ch.  xiv. 


*Thc  Aete lation  pnrcphrafeeL 


3*3 


f  j  Ami  mother 

C3BICflUT  of 
t!.s  to-wple*  cry* 
jr.T  with  a  loil 
knee  to  htm  th* 
Ct  OB  the  cWd, 
Tunift  Id  thy 
feUe,  4Tid  mp : 
lor  the  lime  Is 
a>mc  for  thee  to 
rap ;  ior  the 
Juraft  of  the 
cinh  is  ripe. 


xtf  And  be  that 
fc*  on  the  cl  ud 
thrufl  in  bh  Ii-  kie 

on  the  earth  ;  and 
tiift  earth  was 

wa^l. 


vi  And  snv 
ther  fnjfd  caaic 
nut  of  the  female 
which  it  In  Iim- 
ren,  b«atlb  luv- 
iog  a  fharp  ficUf r 


i  j  I  alii)  ht  heKI  another  angel  coming  forth  from 
the  church-triumphant  in  henven,  which  is  eminently 
the  temple  ef  Goi'  where  he  m='ft  glorioufly  dwells* 
and  this  angel,  as  delivering  the  order  which  he  brought 
from  God  in  the  heavenly  temple,  earneilly  called  upon 
the  Lord  Jcfus,  who  fat  on  the  bright  cloud,  laying* 
Esecutfr-.iigh'roos  vengeance  on  evil  doers*  without 
delay,  which  was  emblematically  l  spiffed  by  imme¬ 
diately  thruliing  bis  fickle  among  them  and  reaping 
them  down  :  For  it  is  high  time,  according  to  their  pro¬ 
vocations  and  to  divine  appointment,  that  thou  fhouMeffc 
Cut  them  off;  for  the  wicked  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
nre  become  as  ripe  for  deftru&ion  as  the  cjru  is  to  he 
cut  down  at  the  harveil,  like  what  was  fa  id  of  ancient 
Babylon,  (Jer  Ii.  33.} 

16  Accordingly,  the  fet  time  For  this  (troke  upon 
antichriflian  powers  being  come,  the  Son  of  man, 
who  appeared  as  fitting  upon  the  cloud,  (ver,  14.) 
immediately  began  to  execute  judgments  on  that  wick¬ 
ed  generation;  and  multitudes  of  them  were  as  effec¬ 
tually- cut  down  as  com  is  with  a  fickle  in  harveft; 
which  may  point  at  the  great  blow  he  gave  to  the  beaft, 
when  fcveral .  nations  fell  off  from,  and  made  head  a- 
gainit  Popery  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  which 
was  a  great  lofa  and  terror  to  the  an tichri Ilian  party, 
and  the  occafion  of  hloody  wars,  by  which  many  of 
them  were  fl«in ;  anil  the  Lord  A\%\  judgment  upon  their 
graven  images,  as  he  did  upon  thofe  ol  ancient  Babjkny 
(Jer.  Ii.  47,  5-2.)  . 

17  Aud  as  Chrifihas  all  infirumvntsat  his  command 
to  execute  his  wrath  ;  fo  I  afterwards  faw  another  an¬ 
gel  come  forth  from  the  im mediate  pretence  of  God  in 
the  heavenly  temple*  with  the  like  emblem  of  a  (harp 
fickle  in  his  baud,  n»  fignify  that  he  was  to  lie  employ¬ 
ed  for  further  executions  of  wrath,  in  fubordlnation  to, 
and  by  the  co.Tini.ind  aitJ  power  of  Ciinft. 

18  Here- 


N  O 

R-it  u  tKfc  exprcdioiu  and  tlicfb  in  the 
viibHi,  dridiiifcitty  allude,  atkall,  in  fwl  lii* 
v  where  they-  Jignifr  the  judgin' ns  *tY 
G-id  far  the  pmt  vfckcdsicfc  cf  tire  people; 
ami  us  i he  (harp  tickle  in  tic  hand  of  the  :r,- 

Kfl  lhits|>;v'3rnd  tu  the  new  v;tan>  v*r.  it- 
wasan  mhJcur.  of  citecutkxi,  it  keros  wil 
jvmtptt-  to  lire:  ji>vt  (lie  lame  tinhh.n:  in  ihc 
ja«je  way  in  h*HLh  *licfr  vrScii',  wliet^cr 

te  n  the  dtjl  U>  the  (fmkc  upon  Air.Mirtf 

itt  tiw  iiyii,  which  v  is  a  jiivaf  t!i- 

flrc/t  up**u  fi  r.  and  dimmtirtoa  of  N;1  Hjh- 
jcf\s  Jnd  p 0“  to  ally  <uhi-r  iTt 

vf  her  be  1  o:v  -*er  dwuull;  ^cd  r;;vi  rive 


T  E. 

i<xtn*£  i£>  her  sis  at  the  of 

her  hpiiottne-l  jK-rh*'.,  f-r  to  tiic  fin  A  ;ir!£r- 
r'cm  tit  the  nicked »  as  *-ic  \"  T*iujpz 

is  if:^r  havj*,  a;id  i*  *‘tpir£ii:cd  ttf, 
£ie,^  In  niific  itrii»>ic  of  dcflniC*- 

lioit  lUan  the-hwetf,  I  u;ci:aeii  to 

the  Uai f: :  tv  t  m*:Lmaucil  of  the  ltr%;ke 
^ivc;:  r;^  -pm. -cry  at  (lit  1U *or motion ;  hM 
ch?  vhna.>r  i^it  t.hkh  liuH  come  wi:li 
*tu*  f:e  vtt-;r  vc *  teit  tr  to  the  uUer 

And 

lire  ™  h  irji  i'v  i  -u  i;^rr  f;:vcn  of  this  lo¬ 
ta  i  :".4'irhro*r  ni^rc-vatTieularly, 

Li*-'  ■*  i  ■!  d-*J 


the  earth; 
her  grape* 
&Hy  ripe* 


for 

are 
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18  And  another  1 8  Hereupon  methought  another  angel  came  forth 
from  froni  the  a^ar  burnt -offering,  the  fire  of  which,  to 

which  bid  power  co n fume  the  facrifices,  was  an  emblem  of  divine  juftice, 
“‘J  which  this  angel  had  authority  («£*««*)  to  denounce  ; 
cry  (o'11  him  that  ane^  be,  according  to  his  commilfion,  called  aloud  with 
had  the  Iharp  great  earneftnefs  to  the  angel,  who  appeared  with  the 
«>Cl  Icl  »  emblem  of  a  Iharp  fickle,  in  token  of  his  being  armed 
(harp  fickjr,  and  for  «ngeance,  (ver.  *7.)  faying.  Go  on  to  execute 
gather  the  clutters  further  judgments  in  the  daughter  of  the  antichriftian 
*  *»*  "“J®  of  party,  the  measure  cf  whofe  iniquity  is  now  full,  and 
rar  "T  of  whom  it  may.  be  jufiiy  faid,  as  it  was  of  idolatrous 
/frail,  Their  vim  is  of  t  he  vine  ef  Sodom  j  their  grapes 
are  grapes  of  gall ,  and  their  cfujlers  are  hitternefs , 
(Deur.  xxxii.  32.}  Cut  them  off,  as  the  duller*  of  grapes 
are  cut  off  from  ^  vine  with  a  (harp  book,  at  the  time 
of  vintage ;  for  they  have  fitted  themfelves  for  jufl  de- 
ftrudioa,  as  grapes  arc  in  fit  cafe  to  be  prefled  wlfcn 
they  ate  thoroughly  ripe* 

19  Immediately  upon  this,  methought,  I  law  the 
forementioited  angel  (tier.  17.}  cut  down  the  apoftate 
church,  which  may  well  be  ftiled  the  degenerate  vine  of 
the  earth,  as  with  a  Iharp  crooked  knife ;  and  gathering 
them  together,  delivered  them  up  to  be  puniflicd  by  the 
moff  dreadful  executions  of  divine  wrath,  which  would 
prefs  them  with  as  fore  and  heavy  calamities  as  are  fi¬ 
guratively  reprefented  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets, 
by  the  trading  of  grapes  in  a  wine- prefs.  [If a*  Ixiii.  3, 
4.  and  Lam .  i.  15.)  And  this  appeared,  in  my  vifion, 
as  a  very  great  wine-prefs,  on  account  of  the  vaft  mul¬ 
titude  that  C  brill  will  then  tread  down  in  his  anger  and 

And  the  furS%  (Ifa*  lxtii*  3»  6*) 

20  And  the  ddtru&ioii  of  the  idolatrous  perfecuting 
enemies  of  Chrift,  that  were  without  the  pale  of  his 
true  church,  and  {hall  be  excluded  from  the  heavenly 
dry,  {chap-  xxii.  15.)  and  call  into  outer  darktufs,  was 
fo  exceeding  great  and  extenfive,  as  fignified  by  the 
treading  of  a  large  wine- prefs,  which  is  wont  to  he 
done  without  the  city,  that  in  allufton  to  the  greattft 
Daughter  in  a  field  of  battle,  and  to  the  juice  of  grapes, 
which,  being  fqueezed  out,,  is  called  the  bkod  of  grapes , 
(Gen.  xKx.  u.*) their  blood  feemed  to  flow, like  prodi¬ 
gious 


19  And  the  an* 

«1  thrwtt  in  his 
Eck.lt  into  the 
rarch,ancl  gather¬ 
ed  the  tine  of  the 
tij-th,  and  cult  if 
in  10  the  gitiE 
vmc~prris  of  the 
wrath  «t  Goth 


30 

wine*  preis  vu 
trodden  without 
the  city r  and 
Ltocd  came  out 
«t  thc^tne-preis, 
even  unto  the 
horfe- bridles,  by 
the  fpace  of  a 
tfaoufand  and  fix 
hundred  furlongs- 


O 

9  Mr  Jofcph  Mcde  chares*  thu:  it  is 
ant  fitd  that  the  angri,  which  the  j>r£p.s 
into  the  wine-prtfc  trod  them  *  but  this  was 
done  by  Chrill  him&lf,  who  is  rrpre&iiTti 
ai  th£  King  ctwniog  forth  fio;n  heii^,  vitli 
a  C^Idhdl  arniv  of  horfc.'sti)  to 


T  E> 

them :  (ViJ.  Bibliard  in  be  )  And  fey*  in 
hi*  Kmoiti,  { 1 ,  3*  chap*  vli  p.  ltd  of  bis 
works),  **  &ppofioj  ibis  vintage  to  he  yU 
toco-iic,  I  am  modi  inclined  to  think,  that 
this  itoo  fu^Longs  without  the  city  Qujuld  be 
it  donation  of  Peter's  patrimony;  of  the 

d^iiLciui 


Ou  xlv* 
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gious  quantities  of  liquor  from  a  huge  wine*prc&*  in 
fuch  a  torrent,  as  might  be  figured  our  by  its  riling  and 
f wetting  as  high  as  the  bridles  of  war-horfes*  to  the 
deftrudion  of  them  and  their  riders;  and  fpreadlog 
through  all  the  PopJ*  patrimony,  the  length. of  which 
may  be  computed  at  fixteen  hundred  furlongs* 

RRCOLLKCTIONS. 

How  delightful  is  a  view  of  Chrift  as  the  Lamb  on  mount  Sinn  among  tfi  peo¬ 
ple,  and  of  ihrir  fingmg  with  immluble  ftraiu*  of  melody,  the  prailts  redeem - 
iiji  love  1  Thefe  have  diftinguilhmg  marks  of  the  chiidmi  of  God,  ntai  own  „tinl 
honour  him,  and  are  owned  and  liomu:rvd  by  him:  Ihefc  a:\:  they  that  were 
redeemed  from  among  the  reft  of  mankind  on  earth  ;  They  are  pure  ftom  the  fu- 
perihtious  and  idolatrous  worftup  of  the  PapiAs ;  and  fallow  me  Uud>  wEierrib* 
ever  he  goes,  amt  are  a  kind  of  firft-sruUs  contented  to  him  and  hi  i  Father,  they 
are  fine? re  in  their  profefijon  of  his  name,  and  are  prevailingly  holy,  and  without 
blame  in  love*  and  free  from  guilt  rud  e  mdemnation,  through  faith  m  the  fifth* 
teimfneb  of  Cbrtft ;  In  thele,  patience  fiirJi  have  its  p erix-ft  vork ;  and  they  will 
cunfcicntiouAy  obey  the  command  ments  of  God,  and  maintain  the  dneurrupted 
doctrines  of  Cbrift,  with  a  humb  at? nit  is  him  for  alt  fahaiion ;  and  thdr  ihal! 
be  blrilcd  from  the  lime  of  their  death,  and  for  ever  afterwards,  as  hu  been  de¬ 
clared  by  an  immediate  voice  from  heaven,  ami  by  the  iuftlTnlc  fpirit  of  prophecy. 
How  thank  fid  (boukt  we  be,  that  after  a  long  night  ofpnphh  darScnefa,  the  ever* 
tailing  gofpel  was  preached  in  its  purity,  and  with  great  farce  ft,  at  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  !  What  a  oldling  is  this  to  the  church  of  Chrift  i  and  what  2  humbling  and 
vexatious  ftrokc  upon  aufichrift,  anil  fure  preface  uf  her  utter  downfall  This 
lhatl  be  afr certainly  accampUihcd  in  God’s  appointed  time,  as  it  is  now  foretold. 
And,  Ah  I  how  dreadful  will  the  pfution  of  rhti?  cap  be,  who  have  drank  of  the 
wicc  of  her  forricarion,  by  joining  in  her  idolatrous  worlhip  l  They  ftiail  drink  of 
the  cup  uf  God's  wrath,  without  mixture ;  and  their  torment  that!  be  mccffant 
far  wr  and  ever  The  Lord  jefus  who  appeared  on  a  bright  cloud  with  a  gtori- 
ems  crown,  will  cfpoufe  the  cynic  of  hts  church  stud  people,  and  come  tbrlh  in 
righteoufneft  ajrtitift  their  aurichriif  tau-tTiCitucs,  by  gradual  difpeufaiious  of  pro- 
▼idcrce,  in  which  he  will  cut  them  down,  as  with  a  tickle  in  ham  ft  ;  rill  at 
length  he  will  make  a  full  end  0/  them,  as  the  grapes  of  a  vintage  arc  cot  off*  and 
csft  into  and  trodden  in  ?.  wine-prvft,  rill  all  their  juice  is  fqutczcd  nut,  Thus 
fiial!  it  Iv  dwt.c  in  Ctod’*  let  time  to  the  idolatrous  :n-d  tyrannical  church  of  Rom- 
and  the  Oaughicr  of  them  will  he  gn  at  aud  terrible  boat'd  cxprvfliost.  How 
Should  we  rejoice  in  faith  and  In-pe  of  the  glorious,  though  awful  mam  reflation* 
that  will  thew  be  made  of  God*s  I'lgitieou^  jud^useidA,  ro  open  a  vv^y  for  the  prof- 
perowi  atul  happy  liatc  of  the  cuarca  wftun  dud  fgocccd  it. 


C  II  A  1\  XV. 

A  vijlon  if  /even  angels,  having  the  /even  hijl  plagues^  /«!fcw*  by  way 
ofjoknin  preface  to  the  execution  of  Us  to  be  made  upon  the 

bead 


n  a 

demefns  of  the  church,  which,  in  ihc  b>rigi- 
cit  CKtc/it  iiser-.oft  from  the  wall*  of  Ro*uc 
(<i  fiie  ri«r  IV,  i;  cx.Oly  toon  wriajtsr*, 
or  13>o  luihjn  udicTfby  it  \s  prohiiide 

i\ai  ihz  Pope’s  own  lerruorics,  ddi.i 

Oijesfa,  rijav 'p'*e  ihc  cockpit  of  thb  CJiv- 
cation,  r  *s  inw>  i 

will  ir-.-m  -U  jiibrr  the  'ilfludy 
\*Usr*  tlunid1  JtlvTtcvtr, 


T  H. 

a*  i!>c execution  here  pobited  at,  fcoiisyct 
to  Mini-,  n  p*^:o.h»y  v.iH  be  ?t  ihedoiisof 
the  i't:t  i»  prophecy,  foribc  reign 

of  (:,t  siC'-fL  t\vd  though  wc  nwy  not  be 
phle  '.\*i  the  ex  -iX  time  and  dreum- 

f!a::ev  ii,  ih-  Wiii  J>  tuiflj  lw  bi'wijbl  to 
:n  ?  3^  Etc  li*r- 

vcd.  j:iu  v..nl.^rc  *u  1 ^ppciutal 
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beafi  }  end  a  fong  of  praft  is  fang  by  the  churchy  which  obtained  vic¬ 
tory  ever  hrmt  i, — 4.  Then  tie  temple  in  heaven  it  opened^  from 
whence  the  Jeven  angels  emu  out  with  the  fives  plagues  j  and  to  them 
one  tf  the  living  creatures  gives  feven  golden  vials  full  of  the  wrath 
if  Codt  that  they  mg&t  he  ready  to  pour  them  out  in  their  order : 
Upon  v/hieby  the  temple  was  filled  with  an  inaccejfiblc  cloud  tf  gh- 

5* — ®* 


Text. 

AND  l law ano* 
“  tfccr  fifo  ia 

ho'fcfl7  gi^acand 

nundioo^j  fbve  n 
frQgeli  v  having 
the  fctfeii  hit 
pbg;«i,  for  in 
then  is  fill*  J  up 
the  numb  of 
tkxL 


a  And  I  daw 
it  were  *  dca  of 
gfifs  ,  mtnglal 
wirh  firr;  and 
than  that  hid 
£«i«q  the  victo¬ 
ry  #wur  tlic  'tCiOr 

and  over  hh  i* 
and  over 
liia  Diarit,  md 
over  ihc  uninlra 
of  hit  name,  fond 
’  on  the  ■  Tea  of 
h^viug  the 
harp*  of  God. 


Paraphrase* 

A  FTER  the  foregoing  viGons,  which  gave  me  a  gc- 
acral  view  of.  the  judgments  that  Qioiild  come  upon 
the  antichrrftian-beaft,  I  had  another,  which  war  pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  execution  of  the  judgments  themfelves, 
that  in  their  order  were 'to  begin,  carry  on,  and  com¬ 
plete  his  ruin.  To  this  purpose  l  beheld  a  very  remark¬ 
able  and  am  axing  appearance  in  heaven  of  feven  an¬ 
gels,  as  miniUers  of  divine  vengeance,  who  had  a  corn- 
million  to  execute  the  feven  hit  fevere  ftrokes  that  were 
to  fall  upon  antichrlft,  in  their  courfc,  till  he  Ihould  be 
utterly  delboyrd:  For  all  tbs  wrath,  trbieb  God  had 
righteoufly  determined  againft  this  idolatrous  and  per- 
lccuting  power,  was  contained  in  tbefe  executions  to 
make  a  lull  end  of  it,  together  with  all  the  enemies  of 
Chrift  and  his  church* 

2  1  furthermore  faw,  as  in  a  former  vifion,  {chap, 
iv.  6.)  a  reprefentatioo  of  a  large  vefiel,  tike  the  mol¬ 
ten  fea,  in  Solomon's  temple,  {1  Kings  rii.  23.)  which 
(hone  with  a  brightnefs  as  white  and  clear  as  chryflul, 
mixt  with  a  beautiful  colour,  as  red  as  (ire  f  i  Which 
mav  be  Conti Jered  as  an  emblem  of  the  fpoilefs  purity 
and  efficacy  of  the  atoning  blood  and  righteoufnefk  of 
Christ,  whirtby  he  appealed  the  fiery  refentments  of 
divine  jufticc :  And,  as  to  the  glorious  company  which, 
through  faith  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  had  bravely  re¬ 
filled,  and  by  their  doCtrine,  example,  and  patent  fu'- 

fviliii:.; 

T  H. 

chcngh d  to  tilt  fnandi'.lnn  on  *h5ck  tVy 
(land  with  Jrry  and  pr«u;-,  rethtr  thzn  to 
tfinr  owD  parity,  love,  av!  or 

other  efcC£ilenE  tf-unid  in  ttWra* 

fxoiciicrf  It;  them.  And  as  the 
pataphrife  on  this  diapifr,  p-nci'ad» 
die  luppoli:i3(it  whlih  I  tiling  i\i-  fj>i*i*of 
prophecy  determines,  that  htaven  is  ti>* 
toctof  thin  rifion,  it  njuf  iw  hr  wjT,<CU  £ 
at,  tha*  u  is  different  iht  ilaO.I  m-jft 
{rpoiuorr,  who  pkee  the  fcaic  m  Lite  h 
<tt  earth;  or  that  l  tak*  nn  farther 
tli«ir  explications,  while  I  *L1  along 
whai  feems  to  me  the  mol>  probable  t-W 
offered  to  ray  thnw  up^i*  ihe  f  Ur  zt 
fetnas  biing  in  hw-c. 


N  O 

t  Among  the  LWbZt&lS  abr.ni: 

tht  meaning  nf  « ik  tr*  ot-  gaii/'1  it  ton 
to  tne  that  ill  fchuir  VC  i*\  !><:  rTiiiirii**, 
which  raGr  to  tht  is+tr  oi  t;ie  ciitrrft  to 
fdllll  ;  the  fccne  of  tk-«  t’iGuJJ  bring  :zt  bci' 
icr.  e»  a»it  alf?  trcd  been  in  ihc  Arf- 
mtr  viAon  or  the  ica.  of  wbf*,  ^ferctre 
four  living  cmiurc?,  or  of 

the  mtaiftm  of  the  diiach,  {eh:ip. 

iv*  tf-  foe  Hi*  note  there*)  Ar..l  (be 

Inter  pretitlocki,  wbicb  con  Litvin  i'  zs  in 
beavcos  thU  gtren  In  the  \iict  I 

ready  to  tbmk:,  muy  he  ai  pn*!iiMc  jv 
«7tber,  %CC  thefe  viftijriniK  gdil  irii/nr'p:ia:sr 
liiint >  are  n-prticnlnl  ai  “  l&indLi;:  01 
«  foi  v?  gL.'*-*  and  fc  3T,*v  d:;-ea  ^ 


Ch.  xt. 
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ferings  even  unto  death,  had  overcome  all  temptations 
to  comply  with  the  authrmy  of  zmichrifl,  and  to  make 
an  open  piofeflion  of  his  idolatrous  religion,  which 
may  be  fignlficd  by  their  getting  the  victory  over  the 
bead,  and  his  image  and  mart,  and  the  number  of  his 
name;  Thcfe  appeared  as  {hurting  with  confidence  and 
triumph  on  the  fea  of  glafs,  as  the  foundation  on  which 
they  (land  with  com  plot  acceptance  in  the  divine  pre- 
fence  ;  and  they  Teemed  to  have  harps  in  their  hands, 
in  allufion  to  tliofe  nuilical  iuflruments  that  were  ufed 


3  AoA  they 
the  foflg  rji 
Motes  the  iemcit 
of  tied,  and  the 
ting  of .  tiic 
Lamb,  faying  , 
i;  me  ud  Jtiar- 
Vctious  Hre  thy 

works,  Lord  Cod 
Alndghty  ;  juft 
and  true  art  thy 
viyj,  ttnu  King 
ol 


±  Who  (ball 
not  fear  thee,  O 
Lord,  and  glorify 
tiir  name?  for 
thou  only  art  ho¬ 
ly  :  for  dl  tii' 
lions  (hill  come 
and 


in  the  temple-fervice  for  celebrating  the  praifes  of  God. 

3  And,  met  bought,  they  joined  in  concert,  as  a 
chorus,  to  ling  the  wonders  of  Divine  Providence  in  a 
triumphant  fong  for  deliverance  out  of  the  hands  of 
theirtperfecuting  enemies,  like  that  which  was  compo- 
fed  by  M fifes  the  ferrant  of  the  Lord,  and  ’was  fung 
by  Ifrael  for  their  deliverance  from  the  Egyptians  at  the 
Red-fea :  (£ W  xv,  j,  &c.)  And  to  this  they  added  a 
fong  of  thankfgivingand  prade  to  the  honour  of  Chrift, 
the  Lamb  of  God,  for  the  much  greater  falvaiion 
brought  in  by  him  ;  a  fong,  which  he  put  into  their 
mouths,  faying,  in  an  aicripnon  of  glory  firlt  to  God 
the  Father",  Great  and  wcnneiful  are  thy  works  of 
providence  in  ways  of  judgment  and  mercy,  O  Lord 
Jehovah,  the  almighty  God,  whofe  uiiccncioubhle 
power  performs  them  ;  and  then  to  the  glorified  Lamb, 
fayiug,  Thou  art  jult  and  righteous  in  all  rhy  proceed¬ 
ings  again  ft  thine  enemies,  as  rendering  to  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  deferrs ;  and  thou  art  true  in  executing 
thy  threatnings  upon  chon,  and  faithful  in  performing 
thy  promifes  to  thy  people,  O  thou  King  of  the  church, 
which  confifts  of  holy  ones,  whom  thou  haft  redeemed 
from  all  iniquity*  and  purified  to  thyfeift  (Tit.  it.  14.) 

4  Who,  that  knows  thy  name,  O  Lord,  will  net 
reverence,  worlhip  and  put  his  trull  in  thee,  and  aferibe 
all  glory  to  thee,  who  art  infinitely  worthy  of  it  ?  (Pft 
Ixxxix.  7.)  For,  in  op  po  fit  ion  to  antichrift’s  vainly  af¬ 
firming  to  himfclf  the  title  of  his  Ifefiwfs,  thou  only 

art 


NOTE.  , 

*  Chrift  in  his  divine  naiuic  ii  whom  jplory  is  atmbed  ingeihcr  with  the  Fa* 

tnly  “  the  I^orf  God  Almighty,”  clu*  (her :  tor  the  former  pare  gf  tbi?  tfmg  (seat* 
rd^rn  equivalent  Co  thii  are  elfe*  here  alcrib*  u>  rd*tc  to  tic  /hug  of  Mod:*;  and  il.c  bl¬ 
ed  tv  hint;  tbc  notes  on  dap*  L  4»  tU  ter  to  the  long  of  the  Lamb,  A  rA  cliciirk, 
»d  Dr  Wat«rl>nd*t  famous  at  the  Lady  uf  JjiuU,  u  the  grrateft  propriety 

Moyer1*  ItfhiiT,  p.  130,  &c.)  Yet  it  appear*  given  to  Chrift,  who  in  his  r^al  office  is.  by 
to  me  that  God  the  Father,  or  God  fticmiil-  w?y  of  pecuturhy,  King  of  Sh>n,  and  King 
iy  coqfidercd,  indufive  of  the  three  d bine  of  tkiriimvh;  and  the  following  part  of 
per  (bits  tv  \*m  mod  immcdbttiy  J^rtkco  of  thhlbnR  U  cvirfriitly,  though  ikii  ixitrkll  ro¬ 
under  this  title;  and  That  Chrift  in  hi*  office-  jjr,  applicable  to  him* 
capacity*  is  meant  by  King  of  Jam;%  to 


Cb.  xiv. 
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and  worGwp  lw-  art  fit  to  war  it,  as  thou  ait  originally,  eflentially  and 
*BTtt,r  communicatively  pure  and  boly.  We  bvliere,  and  re- 
!^S^;f.i>IW  jrtice  in  the  thought,  that  the  time  is  coining,  when 
tbou  wilt  be  more  abundantly  feared  and  glorified  on 
earth,  than  hitherto :  For  all  nations  of  the  world  (halt 
come  as  a  willing  people  unto  thee,  and  own  and  ho* 
noiir  thee,  and  pay  their  folemn  adorations  to  thee,  as 
in  thy  fpeciai  pretence,  and  under  thine  eye,  in  the 
afieovblies  of  the  faints  for  the  judgments,  which 
thou  wilt  execute  upon  thine  anticbridiari  enemies,  are 
manifeft  tokens  of  thy  taking  the  part  of  thy  people 
againft  them,  to  the  convi&ion  of  all  that  duly  obferve 
the  awful  operations  of  thy  hand. 

*  5  At  the  concluDoti  of  this  praifing  fong,  I  had  a 

wd’bAeld,  the  further  viGon,  which  led  on  to  the  fcene  of  judgments 
temple  of  then*  that  were  to  be  executed  in  their  order}  and  as  the  boly 

L^tljjnmiii  in  VnC  in  the  tahernade  and  temple;  and  the  ark  of 

the  teftimony,  the  mercy-feat,  and  the  cherubim  be¬ 
tween  which  the  Lord  dwelt,  (Exod,  xxv.  zz.  and  Pf- 
lm.  i.)  were  fecn  when  the  high  prieft  entered  into 
the  molt  holy  place ;  fo,  methought,  I  faw  an  opening 
in  heaven,  which  gave  me  a  view  of  God’s  moft  emi¬ 
nently  glorious  throne,  and  of  all  the  fymhols  of  his  fa¬ 
vour  to  his  true  worth ippers,  to  intimate  that,  as  in¬ 
quiries  were  wont  to  be  anfwered  from  the  oracle,  (i 
Sam.  xvi.  13.)  fo  God  wa3  now  about  to  anfwer  the 
prayers  of  the  church  for  delivering  them  from  the  power 
of  their  zntichriftian.  enemies. 


0  And  the  fc* 
vm  m£cU  (ftme 

liivin(  the 
phgara,  dotfed 
in  pwc  vnd  wWtfl 
lbsn^tnd  Hidng 
thetrbreaft* 
ed  Trtth  goldro 
jglrdlcsa 


y  And  one  of 
the  four  be&Efc 
thefe- 
t to  anjtrU,  Grten 
foUda  ytali  full 
of  the  wrath  of 
Cod, 


6  “Whereupon,  1  beheld  fevcci  angels,  the  appointed 
minifters  of  God’s  wrath  and  juftioer  coming  out  of 
the  moft  holy  place,  even  heaveo  itfclf,  as  having  re¬ 
ceived  his  orders  with  refpetl  to  the  (even  judgments, 
that  were  to  be  fuccefEvcly  executed  upon  the  bead : 
Tbefe  angels,  to  fignify  the  fan£tity  of  their  character 
and  ministrations,  appeared  as  arrayed  in  an  awful  and 
fplendid  manner  with  holy  garmentsof  pure  and  white  li¬ 
nen,  and  golden  girdles  about  their  breads,  foch  as  the 
high  priefts  ufed  to  wear,  (Exod.  xxviti.  4,-8.  and 
Lev.  xvi.  33.)  when  they  went  into  the  holy  of  holies, 
and  came  out  from  thence  to  bring  the  anl’wers  of  God 
to  ybe  prayers  of  bis  people,  which  they  had  received 
fcpm  the  oracle. 

7  And  one  of  the  four  living  creatures,  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  gafpel-rmnifters,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  iv.  6.) 


who  were  moft  nearly  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  the 
church,  was  employed,  by  divine  comm i (lion,  to 'deli¬ 
ver  to  the  (even  angels,  to  each  of  them  one  of  the  feven 


Cb.xiv. 

Cod,  ahAltrdli 
for  ever  ud  ever. 


B  An^  tbt  tem* 
pkv«i  litlcdwhk 
fiMke  from  tbc 
glory  .  of  God, 
and  from  fab 
povar  ;  and  no 
nutn  mf  able  to 
Cow  into  the 
temple,  till  the 
fnren  plague*  of 
the  ftven  angel* 
were  falQkdi 
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golden  caps  or  vials  *>  which  were  filled  with  mortal 
ingredients,  as  (yrabols  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which 
they  were  to  be  inftnitnents  of  pouring  out  upon  the 
idolatrous  perfecu ting  heart,  at  his  order,  and  by  the 
sQiviry  of  his  own  power,  who  is  from  cverlaftiitg  to 
everl&fting  God,  and  lives  for  ever  to  execute  his  righ¬ 
teous  judgments  in  their  eourfe,  till  all  his  enemies  be 
utterly  dpftroyed. 

8  And  when  they  had  received  thetr  comm-ffion,  I 
faw  the  heavenly  temple  filled  with  a  cloud  of  glory,  re- 
fembiing  that  which  formerly  filled  the  tabernacle :  This 
cloud  appeared  like  a  thick  fmoke  awfully  glorious, 
which  was  a  fymbol  of  divine  vengeance,  [Pf-  xviii.  8.) 
as  going  forth  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
be  executed  by  the  glory  of  his  power,  in  tbc  dertruc- 
tion  of  antichrirt ;  even  as  the  cloud  on  the  tabernacle 
was  of  bis  dreadful  judgment  upon  Corah,  Dothan,  and 
Abiram,  and  the  murmuring  Ijraelitet ,  (Numb.  xvL 
19,  42.) :  And  as  Mofet  could  not  enter  into  the  taber¬ 
nacle,  not  the  priefts  Hand  to  tniuirter  in  the  temple, 
while  tbe  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  bou/e  of  the  Lord, , 
(Exod,  x.1.  35.  and  1  Kings,  viii.  11.);  fo  no  one  was 
able  to  enter  into  this  heavenly  temple  to  mtreat  for  the 
preventing  of  thefe  grievous  calamities  upon  the  beaftt 
none  were  (offered  to  do  this,  that  judgment  might  have 
its  free  courfc,  till  all  the  feven  puQilhme&ts,  to  be  in¬ 
filled  bv  the  miniftry  of  the  feven  angels,  were  fully 
executed  in  their  order. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  glorious  are  the  triumphsof  the  Ourits,  who  Hand  in  the  immediate  prefence 
of  God,  with  all  acceptance  on  the  foot  of  the  atoning  righteoufnefa  of  Chrift  : 
and  who,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  have  got  the  victory  over  all  their  enemies  i 
And  how  fweetly  do  they  ling  of  mercy  and  of  judgment;  of  the  wondrous 
works  of  providence  and  grace,  which  arc  juft  and  true,  to  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
God  Almighty,  and  of  tbe  Lamb,  their  ibveretgn  Lord  pid  King!  How  worthy 
is  he  to  be  reverenced,  ferved  aud  glorified  1  All  the  beauties  of  bolircfn,  and  q{ 
every  other  divine  perfection,  fliine  in  him  ;  and  the  time  is  coming,  when  all  na¬ 
tions  of  the  earth  (hall  wprlhip  him,  and  his  judgments  ihall  be  fuily  manifefted 
in  the  deftru&ion  of  the  antichriftian-bwit.  The  decree  is  gone  forth  againft 
him  :  the  feveit  angels  have  their  commiflion  to  pour  out  their  (even  vials,  which 
are  filled  with  the  wrath  of  God,  to  be  executed  io  due  courft  upon  him ;  and 
no  intereeflions  ftafl  be  admitted,  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  theft  judgments,  till 
they  be  fulfilled  in  the  utter  defiiuAioii  of  all  popiih  powers,  and  every  other  ene¬ 
my.-  What  a  fupport  and  encouragement  to  the  church  of  Chrift  is  tbc  belief 
and  allured  profpeft  of  this,  as  given  by  tbefpirit  of  prophecy,  for  their  comfort 
under  all  their  preftnt  tribulations ! 

C  H  A  Ij 

NOTE. 

*  A  vial  vu'i  alp,  or  nido-montbed  **v»  ij.  and  Z«k,  tlL  a.  fo  theft  ftvea 
vcflcltn  drink  oitt  of,  and  as  a  cup  figora*  vials  or  cups  are  hd  to  be  “  futlof  (to  umh 
lively  (jgDifin  raftering*  and  afB&MiO,  Pf  “  of  Cod,”  which  was  in  be  poured  out  op¬ 
al,  4.  utd  Matlh.  aavL  and  we  often  on,  aud  drank  by  the  ar»?ichriJtuD»bea(V,  and 
read  of  m  "  cup  of  ihe  LenT,  fury,  a  all  the  enemies  of  tbe  ckwch.  (Set  elfo  d*. 
**  cup  of  trembling"  IL  tL  ij,  a*.  aiv.  »c.) 
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CHAP-  XVI. 


The  from  angels  are  ordered  to  pour  cut  their  /even  vials  cf  the  wrath 
of*-  Cod  on  the  a t ichrifiia n  bcaft  and  alt  its  fupports.  i.  Tbefirfi 
vial  is  p  cured  out  on  the  earth  with  grievous  jo  res,  fignlfying  great 
troubles  through  the  Llomilh  community,  between  the  year  830  and 
988.  The  fecond  on  the  fea ,  which  is  turned  into  blood,  fignifying 
a  great  efiufion  of  blood  in  the  holy  wars,  between  the  year  f  040  and 
1190.  3.  The  third  on  the  riven  and  fountains,  which  became  blood, 

Jiguifying  civil  wars  in  the  papacy,  between  the  year  1200  and 
1371,  4* — 7*  The  fourth  on  the  fun,  whuhfcorched  Men,  fignifying 
wars  through  the  contentions  of  Popes  for  the  papal  chair  \  and  the 
defiruEtion  of  the  enfiern  empire,  between  the  year  1  $78  and  1530. 
8*  9.  The  fifth  on  the  feat  of  the  benji,  fignifying  the  ejlablijbment  of  K 
the  Protefiant  Reformation,  which  was  a  great  Jb&ck  to  Popery ,  between 
the  year  1530  and  1650*  iq,  11.  Thefixth  on  the  gftat  river  Eu¬ 
phrates,  fignifying  fame  terrible  mvafion  of  the  PopPs  dominion ,  from 
its  taftern  borders,  which  firms,  in  order  of  time ,  to  be  yet  to  come* 
12, — 16-  And  thefeventh  on  the  air ,  the  feat  gf' Satan’;  power,  which 
jhatl  ijfue  in  the  total  definition  of  all  antichrijtian  enemies,  17, — au 


Tsxt. 


Paraphrase. 


:AKD  1  beard  a 
jpot  race 
out  of  the  Ecm« 
pk#j  laying  to  the 
ievea  angels,  Go 
your  vtftT  and 
pour  out  tbc  viili 
of  the  wnth  of 
C>od  upon  the 
Orth* 


%  And  ihc  fijft 
went 


T'HE  fevtn  angels,  having  received  their  refpe£Uve 
^  vials  or  cups  of  the  wrath  of  God*  (chap,  xv*  7,} 
fee  the  note  there,)  and  fo  being  ready  to  pour  them  out 
in  their  order,  whenever  he  ibould  give  the  word  of 
command;  I  thereupon  heard  an  erceeding  loud,  awful, 
and  authoritative  voice*  proceeding  from  the  heavenly 
temple,  (wa  17.)  whereby,  in  atluGon  to  God’s  an* 
dim  way  of  mamfefting  his  will  from  the  oracle,  lie 
jflued  out  his  commifEon,  faying  to  them.  Go  forth  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  appointment,  and  poor  out  the  cups  fuc- 
cedivdy  that  are  fall  of  the  righteous  wrath  of  God 
upon  the  wicked  inhabitants,  and  particularly  tbe  anii- 
chriflian  enemies,  on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  a  general 
view  of  which  had  been  given  me  in  fcveral  foregoing 
vifion** 

ViaL'I.]  2.  And,  in  obedience  to  this  command, 

ibe 


N  O 

*  There  is  1  rernarValile  fjciifotule  be- 
LvetQ  the  four  firft  vb’if  or  ni^  of  fiuJ-s 
vntb,  Bi^rr  the  ferctiHt  trumps  which 
relate  10  tbe  judgment*  that  led  the  way  ro, 
tnd  thoald  Ujite  in  the  tain  of  Antfcluift; 
■&d*the  jbsr  firft  trumpets*  tinder  theft* 
Mth-fiil,  (eJtap*  viii.)  which  relate  to  the 
dctintftioaaf  the  Roman  empire,  and 


T  K. 

way  tor  the  rife  of  Aitfichrifh  They  art  re* 
prtfented  in  both,  a$  filling  itpnn  “  (lie 
**  earth,  the  the  tin. i  ftrartaW 

11  n|  1 Mirer,  atul.tbc  rwu/1  niH  th:i(  in  the 
fim  orHtrr ;  which  may  intimiic  tLat  w-c 
flep*  of  hir  fall  fliaJi  be  in  foci  able  £0  tLoit 
of  her  rift. 


Ch.  *w« 
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went*  and  poured 
em  bit  tUI  ipoa 
the  earth ;  and 
thm  fell  a 
ornibne  and  fiie> 
VQU  feffO  U[W 

oa  tbe  men  which 
bad  the  mark  of 
the  heart,  ted 
*pQ*  then  wfcfcfc 
*or  [hipped  Us 
image. 


|  And  tbe  fe- 
cond  iBfd  poor- 


thejftr^  angel  w«irjfojthaand  poured  out  his  cup  of  divine 
wrath  upon  the  earth  %  which  may  fignify  people  of 
various  countries,  and  chiefly  of  the  inland  parte  of 
the  amichriftan-ttiritorics ;  And  thereupon,  *  me* 
thought,  tbe  molt  loathfome  and  painful  boil*  and  ul¬ 
cers  like  one  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  fEsod*  ix.  y,— 
1 1«)  broke  out  upon,  aod  tormented  this  fpiritual  Egypt, 
in  various  miferies  which  befel  them,  even  the  Eabje&s 
of  the  papacy,  that  had  complied  with  the  authority 
and  corruptions  of  the  antichriftian-beaft,  and  made 
an  open  profelSon  of  the  idolatrous  worfliip  that  be 
bad  fet  up,  ( chap *  xiii.  15*  fee  the  note  there) ;  9  which 
may  be  conudercd,  as  referring  to  the  general  corrup¬ 
tion  of  faith,  worihip,  and  manners,  and  tbe  fore  dif- 
defies,  in  body  and  mind,  of  [he  profeflbra-of  this 
apoflate  church, -when  dreadful  deviation  was  made 
upon  them,  as  occasioned  by  the  contentions  and  quar¬ 
rels  which  arofe  between  popifh  princes  after  the 
death  of  Lewis  Creamed  the  PUus,  and  continued  fot 
a  long  time,  betwen  the  year  $ne  thou/and  and  thirty, 
and  nine  hundred  eighty-eight. 

Vial  II.]  3  And  tbe  JieondzngcX  poured  oat  his 
cup  of  divine  wrath  upon  the  fea\  which  may  fignify 


N  O 

*  As  the  fiirt  of  the*  volt,  tad  confer 
qoutthflU  (hat  fellow,.  b  tKprcfaly  ind  to  be 
peum  sot  upon  tbe  men  that  had  u  the 
u  miik  el  the  beaft,  and  worSdpped  hu 
41  image,”  we  mu  ft,  I  think,  oancladertbat 
the  j&dgmcnu,  intended  by  them,  are  fach 
1$  were  to  be  executed  upon  the  aatidirifthn 
dumb,  during  the  period  of  **6p  years, 
after  the  Pope  hud  obtained  bU  temporal 
power.  And  though »  among  the  many  dif¬ 
ferent  eoeflrurtknis  about  tndr  MCMDpllfe- 
meat,  It  does  not  become  tit  to  be  positive  in 
cither  of  them;  yet  Mr  Lmoiq'i  plcafc* 
oe  heft,  as  It  p  referral  ihe  feb,  xs  far  m 
they  hare  hitherto  appeared  by  hirtorkal 
fifb,  in  a  moft  regular  onfer*r— u  Wotmds, 
11  bnafes,  end  petrifying  fe«;  wounds 
**  that  ftiqk,  and  are  corrupt,  end  loath- 
"  feme  dfeafti”  are  ftrifcing  figures  of  a 
corrupt  and  mUerable  condition,  Tfe*  i*  S,  €• 
mod  PC  uxvttL  f,  7.  Accordingly*  tbe 
44  noifemc  and  grimes  bm"  ore  a  fit  em- 
Mcm  to  reprrient  a  corrupt  and  calamitous 
date  of  tbe  wotfeippers  of  the  beaft;  and 
this  the  bin  now  mentioned  learned  writer 
thinks  may  relate  to  14  all  ferti  of  corrup¬ 
tions  that  gained  gtuund,  and  prevailed  10 
tbe  Romllh  church  and  Aatt,  which  brought 
a  painful  fere,  and  was  in  great  mcaiprethe 
can  re  of  thofc  many  evils  that  for  a  bog 
time  afBtfted  tbe  Inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
daring  the  quarrels  and  coatcftj  between  the 
Vol.  VL  t  + 


facet  fibre  of  Charles  the  Great,  and  wav 
an  occafion  of  many  other  calamities  that 
greatly  wakened  the  Weftern  Empire  by  the 
N-irman*  (who  were  Heathens)  invading  and 
ravaging  fevml  parts  of  lrf  especially  in 
France ;  by  the  Saracens  ravaging  Italy  ;  and 
the  Hnnnrunc,  then  a  barbarous  and  brutal 
people,  braking  in  upon  the  Genu  do¬ 
minions;  which  w  the  calami  tod  t  ftatc  of 
the  Weftern  Empire,  foe  above  100  yean 
from  the  draeh  of  Lewis  tbe  Floor,  A.  D* 
480,  to  the  fen  feme  at  of  the  Grime* 
empire  In  Otho  the  Great,  A.  D»  pda  5 
and  well  agrees  td  the  prophetic  ddcription  * 
and  to  the  rime  and  order  of  the  prophecies, 
with  refpert  to  cadi  other,’*  The  htftorical, 
fads  corrcfpondcnt  hereunto,  and  Co  rhefoar 
following  vUU,  are  fapported  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  writers  of  the  greateft  credit,  w  he 
has  quoted  them  ar  large,  which,  as  far  Si  l 
have  bod  opportunity  of  examining  them, 
appear  to  be  faithfully  reprefented  —I  readi¬ 
ly  agree  with  this,  and  feme  other  judicious 
exprifitnrt,  that  whether  we  can  be  certain  as 
to  the  predfe  times  and  contents  of  each  par- 
ticuhr  jodgpieat,  fignified  by  the  ferertl 
vials  in  their  order,  or  not  there  is  a  gene- 
ral  nfe  to  ba  made  of  the  more  general  mean* 
irig,  if  we  were  to  underDhnd  no  more  of  it, 
for  the  encouragement  of  faith  and  gntieneg, 
and  for  warning  ns  agrinft  filling  in  urith 
the  great  apoflacy  of  this  period* 


3  M 

tA  out  hh  vUl 
upon  the  ft?:  ami 
It  Smote  a£  the 

blood  of  a  dud 
jnan  ;  and  cvCiy 
living  iuul  died 
in  thc^a. 


4  And  the  third 
angel  poured  out 
his  vial  upon  the 
fivers  and  ftma-. 
tains  of  witcn; 
and  rhey  became 


tf  And  I  hntxl 
the  ngd  of  the 
waters  lay,  Thou 
art  righteous,  O 
JL-ord,  which  art, 
and  wad,  and 
flialt  be ;  becaule 
tlwu  haft  judged 
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many  people  of  the  '-Romifh  empire,  {ebap.  xvii.  15,) 
that  dwelt  upon  the  "bordeis,  or  iflsnds  of,  and  traf¬ 
ficked  upon  the  fea :  And  as  the  waters  of  Nile,  in 
another  plague  of  Egypt,  were  turned  into  blood,  and 
the  filhss  in  that  gredt  river  died,  ( Exod.  vii,  17,  18.} 
fo  every  one  in  thofe  parts,  who  owned,  and  lived  in 
fubjectiou  to -the  pppifij  power,  was  in  danger  of  being 
mortally  wounded,  a'fld  of  his  blood  being  congealed, 
like  that  of  a  dead  man ;  thereby' intimating,  that  vatt 
multitudes  would  pe.riQi  in  the  wars,  that  would  mod- 
If  be  carried  on  by  fea ;  which.'  may  be  confidered  as 
referring  to  the  wars  that.enfwed  upon  the  Pope’s 
claiming  a  power  of  ei communicating  and  depofing 
emperors,  and  to  the  holy  wars,  that  he  let  on  foot  for 
recovering  Jerufalem,  and  the  Tepulchre  of  our  Lord 
and  the  holy  land,  from  the  Saracens,,  who  had  taken 
poffelfion  of  it ;  in  which,  wars  many  hundred  thoii- 
finds  of  papitls  loft  their  lives:  All  which'  came  to 
pal*  between  the  year  one  tboufapd  and  forty,  and  ele¬ 
ven  hundred  and  ninety . 

Vi  al.  I1I.J  4  And  the  third  angel  poured  out  his  cup 
of  divine  wrath. oq  the  rivers  and fountains  of  waters  ; 
which  may  alfo  frgnify  a  multitude  of  people  in  ionie 
principal  countries  of  the'  popedom ;  and  thereupon,  as 
the  Dreams,  rivers,"  ponds,  and  pools,  as  welt  as  the 
great  river  Nile,  in  the  forementioned  plague  of 
Egypt,  became  blood,  {Exod.  vii.  19, — a  I.)  fo  itwis 
ioti mated,  that  thefe  countries  fliould  be  filled  with 
blood;  which  may  be  confidered  as  referring  to  the 
dreadful  civil  wars  between  the  'Gvelpbs  and  GibrUinti, 
and  between  popes  and  emperors,  that  continued  for 
above  a  hundred  years,  and  oceaftoned  vafi  effuGons 
of  the  blood  of  the  inhabitants,  of  cities,  towns,  and  vil¬ 
lages  in  moll  parts  of  Italy,  between  -the  year  iwke 
hundred,  and  thirteen  hundred  fe  verity-  one,  wbkb  cDt 
off  abundance  of  the'  pope’s  dependents,  aqd  was  a 
great  diminution  of  his  power. 

y  And  no  boner  had  this  angel  executed  his  com- 
miflion  for  ponring;  out  his  vial  of  divine  wrath  upon 
the'  countries,  fignified  by  the  rivers  and  fountains  of 
waters  to  turn  {hem  into  blood,  than  I  beard  him  fay, 
with  a  voice  of  fqlcmn  adoration,  and  praifr.  Juft  and 
righteous  are  thefe  awful  ilifpenfations-  of  thy  provi¬ 
dence,  O  Lord,  who  in  thy  being  anti  perfections, 
counfels  and  appointments,  art,  and  ever  Wall,  and 
wilt  be  from  cvcrhfling  to  evcrrlalting  unchangeably 
the  fame :  Thy  ways  of  judgment  ever  have  been,are,and 
will  b<*  all  righteous;  and.  thou  mull,  and  Utah  be  jnllified 


iru 
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6  For  they  bare 
filed  i  he  Mood  of 
feints  and  pro* 
phets,  and  thou 
hall  {Iran  then 

blood  to  driut; 
f,»r  they  arc 
withy. 


7  Aodlhevd 
another.  -.out  of 
tHcaJur  & jjILrcn 
fo ,  Lora  God 
Almighty,  true 
and  righteous  m 
tby  judgment!* 


in  them,  and  particularly  in  the  judgment  now  de¬ 
nounced}  becaufe,  .in  this  tray  of  retribution,  thou  haft 
juftiy  retaliated  upon  this  perfecting  blood-ihirfty  peo¬ 
ple  the  very  fame  fort  of  puniflunenc  as  they  had  #ick- 
edly  infilled  upon  thy  church. 

6  For  they  havev  in  a  ,  mo  ft  cruel  manner,  imbrued 
theiT  hands  in  thehlood  qf  thy  holy  people  'and  mini- 
ftring  fervanta,  £tbat  have  fuffered  martyrdom,  and 
therein  bore  an  honourable  teflimony  to  rhee  and  thy 
caufe,  and  fealed  it  with  their  blood}  Which  may  be 
confidered  as  referring  to  the  Waldenfet  and  Albigenfis, 
great  numbers  of  which  had  been  lately  persecuted  unto 
death  at'  the  mitigation  of  Pope  Inaccent  the  third*  ( 
who  alfo  fet  up  a  bloody  court  of  Inquijitien,  about  tbe 
year  twelve  hundred  and  twelve :  And  therefore  thuu~ 
haft  given  them,  a  cup  of  wrath  to  drink,  by  fending 
the  fword  among  them,  that  they  may  be  drunken  with 
tbeir  own  blood,  (Ifa.  xlix,  26.)  ;  and  haft  thereby  re¬ 
warded  their  iniquity  upon  their  own  heads}  for  by 
their  murderous  -cruelties  they  have  highly  deferred  ir. 

7  And  the  equity  of  this  divine  procedure  vtas  lb  e- 
vident  and  affecting,  that,  methought,  I  immediately 
heard  the  voice  of  another  angel,  who,  as  it  were,  per- 
fonated  the  fouls  under  the  altar,  that  had  been  long 
ago  Haiti  by  Usme-PaganV  {chap.  vi.  9.)  e echoing  back 
to,  and  joining  in  this  folemn  applaufe,  to  signify  the 
confent  and  approbation  of  the  whole  church,  faying. 
Amen,  1  heartily  concur  with  this  afeription  of  glory  to 
tby  righteouDaefs  in  this  way  of  thy  judgments,  O  Al¬ 
mighty  Jehovah,  who  baft  made  known  tby  great  power 
herein  :  Thou  art  true  in  fulfilling  thy  threatnings  of 
thine  enemies,  and  faithfol  in  performing  thy  promlfes 
tothy  people;  and  art  undeniably  and glorioufly  juft 
in  inflicting  this  deferred  punifhment  on  fuch  a  blood- 
thirfty  generation;  as  thou  alfo  art  in  all  the  judg¬ 
ments,  which  thou  haft  begun  to  execute,  and  wilt 

furthet 


NOTE. 

*  TV  Waldcnfef  were  To-  called  from  extirpating  heretic*,  as  they  were  called  :  In 
Waldo,  a  dlitcft  of  Lyons  in  France;  and  order  to  which  he  appointed  commUUiies  tt» 
the  Albigenfa  took  their  name. from  Attn,  inquire  after  them.  They  that  were  fife 
wotWdtjof  France  in  tbe  upper  Law  petted  of  nercfy  were  examined  by  tmccre  * 
goedoc,  where  they  firft  appeared ;  and  their  and  the  accufed  were  not  allowed  (he  pnvfe 
opinfcm  were  rooftly  the  feme  with  theie  of  lege  of  defending  themfetees,  or  making  any 
the  WaldentW,  who  declared  againft  the  au-  appeal.  At  firft  they  were  pordlfcol  with 
thority  of  the  Pope,  and  many  corruptions  imprifomnent ;  a.tcr-ranl  were  put  to  dcaUi 
of  the  Romiih  charebi  lueh  as  Truifnb*  hy  the  fword,  and  moft  commonly,  at  length* 
iteniulion,  Purgatory,  preyinefor  the  dead,  by  burning :  And  in  the  year  itia  fay  fame, 
and  worfldppiuv  of  Janus.  Thcfe  toward  or  m6  fry  others*  he  made  Dominion,  a 
the  beginning  of  the  1.3th  century  were  per-  Spaniard,  loquiStor-gcncrd*  (Vid*  Spanh* 
fee  11  ted  under  the  influence  of  Pope  Innocent  Ecclcf*  IP.  p*  1657,  &C*) 

11 L  who  ttefted  a  G*m  of  Iu<jiufkion  for 

X  2 
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<  And  the 
fourth  angel  prop- 
•d  o«t  bb  vial 
Upon  the  fiiti  j 
qnd  power  vu 
pven  unto  him  !o 
torch  ooa  wkh 
fire* 


And 
*cre  torched 
HfJth  great  hm, 
L  ud  bUfphemed 
tficruineof  Cod, 
which  hath  poor* 
cr  orcr  thefe 

pbfon;  and  they 
repented  not  to 
p.vs  him  jkw 7. 


further  carry  on*  till  thou  fhalt  utterly  deftroy  the 
Jntiebriftian-,  as  thou  haft  the  Pagan  periecutors. 

Vial  IV.)  8  And  the  fourth  angel  poured  out  bis 
cup  of  divine  wrath  on  the  fun  \  which,  being  the 
chief  of  the  heavenly  bodies*  is  a  fit  emblem  of  the  fu- 
preme  power  or  headOiip  over  the  church*  which  is 
claimed  by  the  Pope*  as  Jacob,  the  father  of  the  fa¬ 
mily*  was  figntfied  by  the  fun  in  JofepPa  prophetic 
dream:  {Gen.  xxxvii.  9*  to.)  And  the  angel  had  a 
conunilfion*  by  means  of  this  judgment,  to  bring  tor¬ 
menting  diftrefles  on  the  wicked  men  of  the  earth*  as 
excreme  and  'deftrufbive  as  are  produced  by  the-moft 
violent  burning  heat  of  the  fun*  when  it  fmites  the 
earth*  and  its  fruits  and  inhabitants*  as  with  fire  in  a 
hot  and'fuitry  day*  without  any  {hade  to  fereen  them 
from  it.  (See  Pf.  exxi.  jj  6.) 

-  9  Accordingly  the  Popes  themfelves,  together  with 
the  fubje&s  cf  the  papacy*  were  as  lorcly  affli&ed  in 
body  and  mind*  as  by  the  parching  and  noxious  heat 
of  the  fun*  when  it  mines  in  full  ftrengtb,  and  burns 
up  alt  before  it ;  whicb  may  be  confidered  as  referring 
to  the  terrible  calamities  that  arafe  from  various 
caufes*  and  particularly  from  the  ambitious  intrigues 
and  furious  wars  that  were  carried  on  between  feveral 
Popes  for  the  papal  chair*  between  the  year  thirteen 
hundred  /event y- eight  and  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty  t- 
And  under  all  thefe  piercing  calamities*  they  who 

fuffered 


N  O 

r  f  There  were  marry  mm  enntefts  be- 
tween  Urban  and  Clement  VJL  ;  and  after- 
wdid  between  Eugene  IV,  and  Fdb,*bdldci 
other  intermediate  competitors  for  the  Pope- 
dontj  which  they  fcrenHy  claimed  at  the 
Ame  time  Tbit  occa  honed  OxcarafkHinfct- 
tiAos  one  of  another,  and  violent  perfect* 
dun*  tod  war a,  that  were  ftvcrcly  diihtfling 
tn  thexnfeWea,  and  to  their  itfpeditt  adhe- 
frnts,  during 'the  ichllm,  which,  having 
lfcflod  ft)C  above  50  yen*,  ended  about 
A*  K  1447*  Herr  may  alfo  he  a  further 
reference'  to  the  fehifm  between  the  Greek 
tod  Latin  churches,  and  the  wart  between 
the  ChriAbntef  iht  Etflcn  and  WeRem 
.Empire,  which  eennbbly  wakmed  botb^ 
and  (pvc  the  Tttrks  an  advantage,  which  tf- 
fiud  in  their  taking  Gonlhnttnople  about 
A.  D.  t4f3}  andptutingantfidto  tbeEs.fi- 
ern  Enpm  Others  fills  further  take  dn  the 
confideratton  of  a  pefUlexuiai  diftemper, 
which  fpcead  Kfce  fire  in  Germany  about . 
A*TL  and  had infcfUd Eng&nd ina' 

facet  mg  ficknefr  feme  years  before*  -  All 
vUcfa  events  were  between  the  year  1378 

tnd  ifjo*  Within  this  period*  uis  the 


T  E, 

Council  of  CuaftaDCE,  which  about  A-  D. 
1414,  condemned  John  Haft*  and  aftctwatJ* 
Jerome  of  r  Prague,  to  be  burnt  to  death  for 
oppofiag  the  Pope  f  and  they  were  accord* 
ingly  executed,  contrary  to  the  mofi  fokmu 
promifes  of  fefe  pa  Aborts,  under  praoee 
that  ”  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics." 
(dec,  for  thefe  fsfta;  the  authorities  quoted 
in  Mr  Low  man's  hiflory  of  ibero*)*— dome 
have  ineluded  thefe  villaioons  executions  in 
<(  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  inn*  B-jI  as 
all  the  judgments,  figntfied  by  (be  riah, 
were  to  fall  on  ihe  papal  party,  1  can  fcarce 
think  that  this  vial  related  to  the  death  of 
thofe  noble  wUtwSc*  agrinft  the  corrmptfont 
of  Rome;  though,  probably,  k  might  to 
the  vexation  which  thetrLrave  wftiowny  to 
the  death  jure  their  xdvafericVand  to  the 
Bohemian  war  that  was  oeeifioncd  by  this 
decree  of  the  Council  of  Ohflance,  and 
the  cxccuuonof  it-,  which  eofi  grexi  num¬ 
bers  of  Pitpilb  their  lives.  And  ihrir  going 
into  thefe  violent  measure*,  while  the  hi’ul 
of  Go d  lay  fo  heavy  upon  them,  may*  per¬ 
haps,  be  pointed  at,  by  “  their  not 

*r  tog*  to  gjvc  him  glory*** 
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And  the  fifth 
*n jd  poorat  oot 
bit  rid  upon  tb§ 
fat  of  ihc  beafi} 
and  hb  luo^dcMQ 
mi  full  of  dark* 
ncfi>  and  they 
ge**cd  their 

toofw  Jot  pda» 


n  Aod  bW- 
phnn'd  the  God 
of  beams  beewfe 
of  their  print  and 
t^cr  £ir%  and 
repented  not  of 
th  dr  dcttli* 
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fuffered  by  them  were  enraged  at  them ;  and,  like  a 
wicked  people  of  old,  /retted  themfetves ,  and  eur/ed 
their  Cedi  (Ha*  vih.  21.)  quarrelling  with,  and  re¬ 
proaching  his  providence)  who  had  power  to  infli&,  or 
remove  thefe  puniQuaents  :  And  they  hardened  them- 
felres  in  their  cruel  and  idolatrous  pratticcs,  and  evil 
ways,  and  ohftinacely  reftifed  tb  give  glo'ry  to  him,  by 
acknowledging  the  juftice  of  his  dealings  with  them, 
and  by  confefting  their  iniquities,  and  accepting  the 
punishment  of  them,  or  forfaking  them,  hut  ftill  per- 
Oiled  in  them;  which  may  be  fuppoted  to  refer  to  their 
barbarous  and  perfidious  persecutions  of  John  Huft,  and 
Jerome  of  Prague,  not  with  landing  all  the  judgments 
which  they  themfeives  were  groaning  under. 

Vial  V.]  10  And,  nett  in  order,  the  fifth  Srigd 
poured  out  bis  cup  of  divine  wrath  upon  the  throne 
(V"*)  of  the  anuebriftian  heaft,  the  emblem  of  his 
power',  which  in  prophetic  ftile  is  fignified  by  a  throne ; 
(2  Sam.  iii.  10.  and  vti.  16.  and  1  JHngr  1.  37,  47.) 
And  may  be  conGdered  as  referring  to  the  great  fliock 
that  was  ‘given  to  the  authority  and  dominion  of  the 
Pope,  by  the  glorious  Proteflant  Reformation^  when,  be¬ 
tween  the  yew fifteen  hundred  and  thirty ,  and  fixicat 
hundred  and  fiftj,  it  was  completely  eftabltlhed,  and 
many  nations  fell  off  from  him,  and  turned  their  aims 
againft  him  ;  and  others  retrenched  their  obedience  to 
his  authority ;  which  was  a  great  edipfe  of  his  glory 
and  diminution  of  his  power,  and  a  fore  vexation  to 
his  Spirit,  and  to  the  fubje£ts  of  his  kingdom,  which, 
like  one  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  (Exod.  x.  11, — 23.) 
was  full  of  hideous  darkneli,  the  emblem  of  difeoufo- 
late  follow  and  afiU&ion,  (ifa.  v.  30.  and  ix.  1.)  and 
was  fo  dift r effing  to  them,  that  they  raged  like  perfons, 
who  bite  thdr  tongues  for  madnefc  and  extremity  of 
anguilh. 

1 1  And  in  dead  of  being  reclaimed  by  thefe  troubles 
from  their  fuperftition, 'idolatry,  and  perfections,  they' 
continued  inveterate  enemies  to  Chriftand  the  gofpel ; 
and,  in  effe£l,  fpoke  opprobrioufly  of  the  great  Lord 
of  haven  and  earth,  on  account  of  his  bringing  many 
painful  anxieties  and  lore  rebukes  upon  them,  though  it 
were  for  their  iniquities ;  Which  may  be  confidercd  as 
pointing  at  their  reviling  the  firft  reformers,  and  tbeir 
adherents,  as  Schematics,  Heretics  and  Apoftates%  and 
inveighing  again  ft  their  reparation,  and  the  means  ufed 
to  itippocttr,  thpugh  apparently  under  the  condufi  of 
the  God  of  heaven,  as  unlawful,  damnable,  and  rebel- 
Hons:  And  lb  blind  and  hardnfd  were  their  b:ang, 
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that  they  would  take  no  convi£tion  of  the  evil  of  their 
doings,  as  the  procuring  caafe  of  all  the  punilbments 
that  befel  them  j  which  might  refer  to  the  council  of 
Trent ,  that,  notwhhftanding  all  the  light  of  the  Refor¬ 
mation,  cflablHhed  the  whole  fyftem  of  their  corrupt 
doctrines  and  idolatrous  worfhip ;  the  council  beginning 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1545,  and  ending  in  the  year  1563. 
**  And  the  Vial  VL]  ij  And  the  fixth  angel  poured  out  his 
ed  *  oat  ""his^'rUi  CUP  divine  wrath  upon  the  great  river  Euphrates, 
upon  the  great  which,  literally  taken,  was  the  eaftera  part  of  the  tto- 
tiv'tr  Euphrates ;  man  empire,  and  the  barrier  of  the  Affyrian  and  Baby- 

thicofwas  dritd  ^an  empires ;  and  fo  was  a  proper  emblem' of  the 
up,  that  the  way  eaftera  boundaries  of  tbc  papal  kingdom :  And  by  the 
P°unn6  out  of  this  vial  the  barrier  was  deftr.oyed,  that 
pared.  tbCpre*  had  prevented  in vadons  from  thofe  quarter*  upon  the 
popedom ;  which,  in  alluGon  to  the  draining  of  Eu¬ 
phrates  by  Cyrus,  when  he  took  Babylon,  (lfa.  xliv.  27, 
28.  Jer.  U'  38.  and  li.  36,  37.)  *  may  be  tignified  by 
the  drying  up  of  the  waters  of  the  great  river  Euphra¬ 
tes,  that  a  paflage  might  be  opened  for  the  Turks,  or 
fome  princes  of  eaftera  countries,  to  invade  myfUcal 
Babylon  ;  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  relate  to  fome  power¬ 
ful  invafion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  papacy  by  that  peo¬ 
ple,  as  a  future  judgment,  which  is  not  yet  executed 
upon  it ;  but  is  ftiil  to  come,  as  the  next  is  that  fha.ll 
follow  it ;  and  is  to  be  prayed  and  waited  for  with  faith 
and  patience,  and  to  be  explained  by  events,  which 
(hall  as  certainly  be  brought  to  pafs,  in  God's  time,  to 
fulfil  thefe  parts  of  the  prophecy,  as  any  of  the  fore¬ 
going  have  been,  and  as  all  the  reft  (halt  be,  in  theirprder. 
ij  An»l  1  (W  x3  -And  I  farther  law,  in  my  vifion  of  what  would 
ftue«  nndeia  fpi-  come  to  pafs  under  this  vial,  a  figurative  reprefeotation 
uu  of  three  impure  fpirits,  which,  in  allution  to  another- 
plague  of  Egypt,  (Exod.  viil.  3, — -6.)  were  as  filthy 

and 


NOTE. 

*  Sec  Dun  PridumV  account  at  Jarre  of  Oncb,  fudi  u  the  terror  of  the  boll*, 
tiw  draining  of  the  river  Euphrates  by  Cym  cdi£$,  and  centimes  of  Rome*  that  had  he¬ 
at  bis  taking  Baby  Jon,  (GmncfE  part  U  fore  prevented  the  prince*  of  litrop*  fn>n 
book  a,  p.  lai,  edit,  4th.)— There  are  invading  the  Topers  duoiir.inn*,  but  will  no 
indeed  .cvtrel  other  btcrpreniioitt  of  this  banger  be  ft  terror  or  bartnthenit  which  iJicfc 
vidl  than  that  fuppo&d  in  the  pmphiWg  writers  fuppofr  may  be  tignsfod  by  ihc 
vbidi  may  be  feca  tit  many  npofitan. '  rativc  Euphrates  being  dried  up*-  Birt  l 
ticrae  refer  it  to  the  convcHjop  of  the  Jews,  humbly  apprehend  that  wc  want  light  fu*E- 
s*.  #gnUted  by  “  the  kings  of  the  aft,’*  in  dent  to  determine  any  thing  particularly 
order  to  wbidi  the  Twkiih  empire  h  be  about  fudi  an  obicure  reprefertuikm  of  this 
weakened  t  Others  think  <h*t  fome  uea'Jy*  viil,  till  the  proviicnoe  of  God  tiuJI  turn 
converted  princes  of  the  Kurt  wilt  i»ft  Ed-  the  prophecy  into  a  htffory,  in  thcfbJriUinciit 
phmtts  10  Join  with  the  true  church  of  of  ir,  by  fume  eminent  judgment  upon  the 
Chrifr :  Others  undedlo  ad  u  as  rJaticg  to  papacy*  greater  than  alf  tl»t  ba&  preceded 
therein  of  the  Twfc:!h  empire*  or  EaRcm*  i:, 

Aniidsrift ;  to  the  removal  of  ob- 


Cb.  in. 

it**  like  frogs 

lisjf  oue  of  the 
n&uh  of  i  be  <lni.* 
f  ami  out  of 
mouth  of  the 
and  out  ef 
*K=  itwuth  of  the 
[AZs  prophet* 


14  For  they  ate 
ihc-fjmiis  of  de* 
v&;  working  mh 
rad or*  wJ^Eph  00 
forth  onto  the 
khijjn  of  the 
tirth,  and  of  the 
vrhole  Vorfd,  to 
piber  tlicm  to 
rhe  Wtfe  of  that 
itrrat  dfy  of  God 
Almightf, 


ij  Behdif,  ! 
c*ttpC  as  arhfcf* 
ir  he  that 

T  ?nt\ 
krtpeth  itis  gar- 
inents,  krt  be 
valtTttkci,  and 
thfy  ix  hb 
Itunc* 
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and  loth  fame  as  the  frogs  that  crept  into  their  bed* 
chambers,  and  crawled  about  on  the  earth  and  in  the 
waters}  and  may  be  conJidered  as  an  emblem  .of  the 
adivity,  trouble,  and  mifehief  of  thefe  wicked  fplrits, 
which  w«re  reprefented  as  proceeding,  one  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  great  dragon,  the  devil,  {chap,  xii.  9-)  ; 
another  oat  of  the  mouth  of  the  arttichriflian  beali, 
which  has  f<ven  heads  and  ten  horns  with  crowns  upon 
them,  {chap.  iiii.  I.) ;  and  a  third- out  of  the  mouth  of 
the.  fecond  reprefentation  of  the  amictmftian  bcaft, 
which  appeared  withtwo  horns  like-alamb,  but  fpeke 
as  a  dragon,  {chap.  xiii.  it.)  which  may  alCo  be  fiily 
(tiled  the  fetfe.  prophet.  (Chap.  six.  20.  and  xx.  10.) 
Thefe  united. together  in  fending  forth  their  emifTaries,. 
fucb  as  the  Jefuits,  Monks,  and  friars,  and  fecufar  cler¬ 
gy,  to  creep,  into  the  fecret  councils  of  princes,  that 
they  might  corrupt  tbem,  as  the  frogs  of  Egypt  crept 
into. the. chambers  of  the  icing,  (EW.  viii,  3.)  and  to 
fpread  wicked  principles  and  practices  by  their  influence. 

14  For  thefe  ccclefiaftics  are  of  .  the  very  fame  fpirit 
and  temper  with  the  infernal  demons,  who  excite  and' 
influence  them  to  make  falfe  pretences  and  appearart*. 
ces-of  working  miracles,  as  the  magicians,  of  Egypt 
did,  that  by  ihefe  lying  -wWrrr,  and  other  crafty  me¬ 
thods,  they  might  deceive  the  princes  of  the  earth, 
and  particularly  of  the  papal  empire;  and  might  Air  up 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  whom  they  could  dra  w 
into  their  intereft,  to  engage  them  to  join  together  as  a 
formidable  army,  that  fhoul.d  fet  themfelves  in  battle- 
array  again  ft  Chrift  and  his  church,  in  their  lafl  united 
and  moil  vigorous  oppoficion  to  theal  mighty  God,  who 
is  infinitely  ftronger  than  all  his  enemies. 

15  A$  this  will  be  a  lime  of  great  trial  to  the  church, 
The  fjord  Jcfus  fdid,  Obferve  what  1  now  declare  be* 
forehand,  ;for  their  caution  and  comfort,  I  will  corric 
as  fudilenly,  furprifinglv  and  unexpectedly,  as  a'  thief 
in  the  night,  to  the  deftruQion  of  my  antichriitian  ene¬ 
mies, -.and  the  deliverance  of  my  people  -from  their 
power..  Happy,  and  only  happy  is  that  man,  who  in  a 
prepared  waiting  and  locking  .fur  it,  (hall  be  found  all 
along,  and  at  that  day,  to  be  upon  hts  watch,  like  one 
who  by  that  means  keeps  his  garments  from  the  thief 
that  would  rob  him  of  them  ;  and  to  maintain  bis  faith 
in  me  for  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life,  and  his  inte¬ 
grity  and  foundnefs  in  principles  and  manner *,  unspot¬ 
ted  by  the  defiling  doctrines  and  practices  of  popery ; 
left,  at. my  coming  to  take  vengeance  on  that  perry,  he 
he  expofed  to  difgrace  and  ccnfuSou,  like  the  man  who 
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.  rt  And  he  gp- 
ibcfcd  them  to* 
fetHer  into  a 
place,  died  io 
the.,  tiebrev 
tarifcnc,  Arma- 
gcJiw* 


tf  And  the  ib- 
veoth  ftDfd  pour* 
ed  out  hit  foJ  jiv 
to  the  air;  and 
there  cinici  great 
"►oice  out  of  the 
tern  pie  of  hetrea, 
fn>m  the  throne, 
Jayuifc  It  it  done. 


vt  And  there 
were  Voice*,  and 
Umodcri  ,  and 
liabtringt ;  end 
there  was  a  grat 
esnh^nakc,  fhch 
as 
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had  not  on  a  wedding-garment,  (Matth.  nil.  n,  ti.) 
and  left/in  the  Ggbtof  numerous  fpedatora,  be  have 
nothing  to  cover  tbe  Oume  of  his  nakedoels. 

1 6  And  it  was  dill  further  reprefented  to  me*  that, 
in  this  lift  ftniggle -again  ft  the  church,  the  devil,  as 
working  in  and  by  wicked  and  inducing  ipirits,  would 
moftcr  all  hb  forces  together  as  in  a  field  of  battle, 
which,  for  the  dreadful  daughter  that  would  then  be 
made  of  his  armies,  may  be  compared  to  that  famous 
place,  which,  according  to  the  fignifiertion  of  the  He¬ 
brew  word  frmagrddm,  is  the  mountain  of  MegidJot 
(tud“td)  in  the  tribe  of  Mana/feh,  (Jofh.)  xvii»  Tl.)  > 
and  may  be  called  the  Mountain  of  do/iruEtioa,  where 
Sifera  was  defeated,  and  his  numerous  faoft  cut  off  by 
Barak  with  the  edge  of  the  fword,  fuds,  iv.  15, 
and  v.  19.)  and  where  king  Jo/tab*  for  nis  imprudent 
raflinefs,  was  flain  hy  Pharaoh  Nttbo^  king  of  Egypt ; 
(2  Kings  xxui.  29,  30-)  on  which  account  the  greateft 
lamentations  were  proverbially  expreffed  by  mourning  in 
the  valley  tf  Megiddon,  (Z«i.  ni.  11,  12.) 

Vial  VII.)  17  And  upon  this  grand  defeat  of  anti- 
chriftian  powers,  The  feventh  and  laft  of  the  angels 
poured  out  his  cup  of  divine  wrath  into  the  region  if 
the  air ,  which  encompafles  the  whole  earth,  as  an  em¬ 
blem  of  the  vengeance  that  ftiould  be  executed  upon 
Satan,  the  prince  of  the  pouter  of  the  air ,  the  fptrit 
that  works  in  the  children  ofdifobedunce ;  and  upon  all 
the  demons,  which  are  the  rulerf  of  the  darhufs  of  this 
world,  and  f pi  ritual  vtickedneflex  in  high  placet :  (Epb. 
ii.  2.  and  vi.  12.)  And  to  fhew  that  this  would  be  the 
deftru&ion  of  Satan's  empire,  and  of  all  the  enemies 
of  the  church  with  him,  I  beard  a  loud  majeftic  voice, 
proceeding  from  tbe  throne  of  God  in  his  heavenly 
temple,  faying.  The  great  work  is  now  accomplished  \ 
it,<  according  to  a  former  bint,  that  has  been  given  of 
the  myllery  of  Gad,  as  to  be  finifiied,  {chap.  x.  7.)  is 
now  brought  to  its  HTue ;  This  laft  cup  of  divine  wrath 
has  completed  the  judgments  which  God  had  purpofed 
to  execute,  unco  the  total  overthrow  and  ruin  of  Satan 
and  all  his  agents,  that  they  may  no  longer  pervert  the 
do&rines  of  the  gofpel,  or  perucute  Chriffr  faithful 
Servants* 

18  And  as  a  further  lively  emblem  of  ibis,  me- 
thought  I  heard  and  faw  in  the  air,  into  which  this  laft 
vial  was  poured,  liich  tremendous  and  aftonifhing 
founds,  and  cracks  of  thunder,  and  flaflies  of  light¬ 
ning,  as  though  the  whole  frame  of  the  aerial  heavens 
were  d motiving }  and  thefe  were  attended  with  fuch  a 

terrible 
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V9 


i*  wH  not  iukcc 


the  tikrtb,  JJ* 
mkhtyev  earth- 


ip  And  the 
peat  dtp  vn  di¬ 
vided  into  the 
three  putt,  led 
the  citict  of  the 
nations  fell :  ind 
gieac  Baby  km 
cin>c  in  remem¬ 
brance  before 
Godp  to  give  un¬ 
to  her  (he  dip  of 
the  ttjee  of  the 
(Micendl  of  hb 
wrath* 


tft  And  every 
tfltnd-  0ed  *V4]Tt 
and  the  moun¬ 
tains 
found* 


were  nor 


terrible  and  utmerfal  earthquake*  and  of  [ach  mighty 
force,  u  wu  never  felt  Cnee  the  earth  was  peopled  ; 
which  may  be  proposed  to  reprefent  fuch  amazing  con* 
vulfions  and  commotions  in  this  world,  as  (hoold  make 
a  thorough  change  -in  the  whole  fyftem  of  its  religions 
affairs,  to  the  entire  deftro&tm  of  the  dominion  of  the 
devil,  together  with  all  antichriftian  powers  npon  earth  } 
and  to  the  letting  up  of  that  glorious  Hate  of  the  church, 
in  which,  as  has  been  hinted,  (chap.  xi.  15.)  the  king* 
dams  of  this  world  /hall  become  the  kingdoms  <f  the  Lord 
and  of  Ins  Ckrf/l  ;  and  will  be  a  lively  image  of  the 
heavenly  fate  of  perfett  happineis,  when  Cod  w  ill  make 
all  things  now.  {Chap.  xxi.  c.) 

if  And  the  immediate  cme£t  of  this  amazing  cata- 
firophe%  as  re  prefen  red  in  vifioit,  was,,  that  the  gr£at.ci*- 
ty  of  Ramey  the  head  of  the  papal  empire,  and  all  un¬ 
der  its  jiirifdi£fcion,  were  terribly  lhattered,  and  divided 
into  three  parts,  to  be  defrayed  by  three  forts  of  pu- 
nifhmenc,  in  allufion  to  the  threatnings  denounced  *- 
gainft  Jertfalm  and  the  foliate  Jews  for  their  abo¬ 
minations,  when  God  Did,  A  third  part  cf  tbee  Jbatl 
die  with  the  pe file  nee,  and  with  famine  Jbail  they  he  con* 
fumed  in  the  midfi  of  tbee  \  and  a  third  part  /ball fall  by 
the  /word  round  about  tbee  t  and  I  will  /cotter  a  third 
part  into  all  the  winds ,  and  I  will  draw  out  a  j word  af¬ 
ter  tbemy  (Ezek.  v.  12.)  And,  together  with  the  capi¬ 
tal  city  of  the  antichriftjan  empire,  the  other  cities  un¬ 
der  its  dominion,  and  the  dries  of  alt  nations  that  op¬ 
posed  Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  fell  in  the  wide-fprtadiog 
rains :  And  the  whole  of  that  idoiatrons  and  perlccu* 
ting  body,  which  is  myfticaljy  called  Babylon ,  (chap, 
xvii.  5.)  and  Sodom,  and  £gypt,  (Chap.  xi.  8.)  and 
feemed  to  be  forgotten  of  God,  through  his  long-fuf- 
fering  and  patience,  was  now  remembered  by  him,  to 
take  vengeance  upon  her  for  all  her  wickednefs,  cor¬ 
ruptions  and  op  predion  s,  to  make  her  drink  the  dregs 
of  the  cup  of  his  fierce  indignation,  as  filled  up  with 
the  moft  deadly  ingredients,  without  mixture  of  mercy, 
{chap.  xiv.  10.)  in  the  fevere  punifhments  that  were 
inflicted  upon  her,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  her  haviog 
made  fife  inhabitants  <f  the  earth  drunk  with  the  wine 
of  her  fornication.  (Chap.  xvii.  2.) 

20  And  as-canhquakes  lomc times  fwaliow  up  tflands, 
and  overturn  mountains,  this  punilhment  was  repre- 
fented  to  he  fo  extenfive,  as  to  reach  every  place  where 
antichriftian  enemies  dwelt,  that  they  might  no  longer 
be  found,  either  on  the  i Hinds  or  continents  of  the 

earth  } 
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3  V  And  rfiere 
fell  <pon  men  t 
grtit  haU  cot 
ef  ha  von,  every 
font  ahent  'the 
weight  cf  *  ti* 
knt  r  and  men 
hLJpftcmcJ  Gud 
beaufe  of  the 
plague  of  the  haft* 
lot  the  p  tag dc 
thereof  vac  cjc- 
credtog  gieau 


earth;  and  that  the  idols,  which  were  wont  to  be  wor¬ 
shipped  upon  mountains,  might  be  utterly  deftroyed, 

21  And,  to  fee  forth  the  univerfal  and  total  rninof 
the  devil's  empire,  there  were  not  only  reprefentations 
of  thunder,  lightning  and  an  earthquake,  to  deftroy 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and  to  overthrow  iflands  and 
mountains  within  its  dominion  ;  but  wherefcever  men 
fled*  as  in  cafes  of  'earthquakes  they  life,  to  do  into  the 
fields,  to  efcape  danger,  there  was  no  fafety  for  them  ; 
hut  prodigious  fiorms  of  hail,  like  one  of  the  plagues  of 
Egypt*  (Exod,  is- 32,— 2J*}  thoagh  incxprefliWy  more 
terrible  than  tbatf  or  than  the  dorm  of  hail*  flouts 
which  fell  upon  the  Am nUst  (Jofti*  i.  it.)  or  than 
any  other  before  cr  after  thofe,  were  ftowered  down 
from  heaven  upon  them,  to  crufh  and  da(h  them  to 
pieces:  Every  Hone  of  which  feemed  to  be  of  fuch  an 
aftoniftimg  fize*  as  if  k  were  a  talent  in  weight;  And 
yet  thefe  obdurate  impenitent  wretches,  in  [lead  of  ta¬ 
king  conviction  of  their  iniquities,  and  faying,  even  fo 
much  as  the  hard-hearted  Pharoah  did  under  the  plague 
of  hail,  the  Lord  is  righteous ^  and  w  are  wichd,  (Exod* 
ix.  27.}  fp?ak  blafphemoufly  again  ft  the  prtmdeote  of 
God  therein,  as  tf  he  had  dealt  unjuftly  by  them :  For 
their  diftrefs  and  anguith,  byraeansof  tbisiaftcupof 
his  wrath,  was  intolerably  tormenting  to  them,  as  will 
be  found,  in  God's  appointed  time,  for  finiflung  their 
deftruftiocu  {Chip*  xviii*) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Howmzmfeftiy.  righteous  are  the  judgments  of  God,  that  fhould  be  executed, 
an  due  Tea. fan,  upon  anuehriltimi  idolaters  and  perfecutcra*  and  all  tbe  wicked 
and  ungodly  of  the  earth  1  They  aft  under  the  influence  6 £  unclean  diabolical 
fpirits,  which  deceive  the  nations,  and  fet  them  as  in  battle-array  againft  the  Al¬ 
mighty;  and*  in  dead  of  being  reformed  by  one  and  another  judgment,  they  ob- 
ftinately  per  ft  ft  in  their  iniquitous  eomfes,  and  blafpheme  the  name  of  God*  as 
though  he  dealt  tmj  nitty  1:1  pum  thing  them.  But,  how  long  foever  he  may  bear 
with  them,  he  has  bis  fotlme  for  culling  their  fins  to  remembrance*  and  pourii^ 
out  the  vials  of  his  righteous  wrath  upon  them-  And,  Ah!  how  dreadful  arc 
the  calamities,  which  he  fooner  or  later,  will  mfrhl  upon  them!  They  are  as 
grievous  and  tormenting  as  the  fan'll  ulcers  as  oaufeops  and  mortal,  as  feasznd 
rivers  of  blood';  as  diftrtfllng,  as  the  mnft  torching  heat  of  the  fun,  which,  like 
lire,  bums  up  all ‘before  it;  as  doMul,  as  the  thiefceft  darkneft ;  as  expoud  to 
ortry  invading  mifcry,  as  a  country  that  has  no  barrier  for  its  defcccc;  and  as 
terri tying  and  overwhelming,  as  inexprefGble  tempefts  of  thunder,  lightning* 
earthquakes,  and  the  heavitft  frorms  of  hail,  beyond  all  that  ever  w,?a  felt  o^  the 
earth.  In  this  manner  fhall  the  worth*  ppers  of  the  be'aft,  and  all  aivticbnftian 
enemies*  drink  of  the  wrath  of  God,  till;  at  length*  they*  together  with  the 
wfcric  kingdom  and  power  of  Satan*  IhaU  be  utterly  deftroyed.  And  who  mdt 
ni.it.Cty  that  they  are  worthy  of  all  this,  as  a  juft  return  upon  them  for  the  blood 
of  the  faints,  which  they  have  fhetl  *  and  for  all  their  abominable  idolatries,  and 
other  muiriplied  corruptions  in  'doctrine wbrflup,  and  manners  ?  God  will  be  ap* 
plaudcd,  as  holy,  righteous,  and  true,  in  tbefe  executions  of  wrath  ;  rtnd  his  church 
mutt  fay  A bum  to.  his jud^iuj thus  concerning  all,  that  qppa-fled and  tyrannised 
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over  them  during  the  reign  of  the  beaftl  With  what  hidden  and  unexpected  fur* 
prife  will  this  tremendous  d&y  of  the  Lord  c^mc,  like  alhtefiu  the  night!  Bleflcd 
are  they  that  (halt  then  be'Tuund  upon  their  watch*  and  appear  with  ipotlefe  robes 
of  righteoufnefs  and  honour  before  him* 


CHAR  XVII* 

One  of  the  /even  angels  t  which  had  the  /even  vials*  explains  the  mean* 
ing  of  the  former  vijtons  of  the  antic  hr  ijlian  beafl  that  was  to  reign 
1760  years*  and  then  to  be  deftroyed*  wham  he  defer ibes  under  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  a  great  whore  fitting  on  many  waters*  and  on  a  fear  is  t  be  aft  ^ 
attired  in  purple  and  fc&rUt  and  other  deckings ,  and  bearing  the 
name  tf  Myflery*  Babylon  the  great*  the  mother  of  harlots  and  abo¬ 
minations  of  the  earth*  l*-r6*  Interprets  the  myjlery  of  the  woman* 
and  the  beaft  that*  bad  /even  heads ,  and  ten  horns *  and  of  themany^ 
waters  on  which  foe  fat *  who  is  overcome  bp  the  Lamb*  anSTsrought 
to  condign  punt  foment  by  means  of  the  ten  kings  that  had fupported 
her *  7, — iB* 


Tlxt. 

A ND  there  came 
^  one  of  the  fc- 
ren  uibds  which 

hid  llw  fcvcu 
vbls,  and  talked 
with  me,  fiying 
unto  me,  Conic 
hither  ;  1  will 

unto  l lice 
die  jivlgmeit  of 
the  gf^it  whore, 
ir.u  lit-eth  upon 
pmu y  waicr*; 


a  With  whom 
the  king*  of  the 
earth  hi vc  com¬ 
muted  fornica¬ 
tion,  and  the  in- 
habitcr*  of  the 
eir-h  hare  been 
made  drunk  wilU 
the  wine  of  her 
turrit  ;bn. 


Para  p  h  r  ase, 

A  FTER  the  foregoing  YtGons,  one  of  the  feren  an- 
gels,  wbo  were  employed  as  m Snifters  of  joftice  to 
pour  out  the  feven  cups  of  divine  wrath  upon  autfchrift, 
came  forth  and  communed  in  a  familiar  manner  with 
me,  as  an  angel  of  the  Lord  formerly  did  with  the  pro* 
phet  Zeehariab*  (chap,  i.  <;,  ire,)  to  explain  who*  and 
what  were  meant  by  the  reprefentations  which  had  been 
made  of  her,  faying  to  me,  Come  near,  and  I  will  give 
you  an  account  of  her  fins,  and  of  God's  righteous  pro* 
ceedings  in  condemning  and  punWIung  her,  who  may 
fitly  be  compared  to  a  great  (trumpet,  that  fays  in  her 
heart *  I  Jit  a  queen*  andjbalt fee  nojorrow*  (chap,  xvlii* 
7,})  and  fits  with  magnificent  pomp  and  power,  cafe* 
luxury,  and  allurements,  on  the  far  face  of  many  wafers* 
the  emblem  of  her  jurifdi£iion  over  many  nations  and 
people  :  The  more  particular  meaning  of  which  1  (hall 
fooo  fet  before  you*  ( ver *  15, — 18-) 

2  The  rcafon  of  her  being  called  the  great  whore  is, 
becaufe,  like  a  lewd  womans  ihe  has  enticed  :he  princes 
and  governors  of  the  Roman  empire  to  commit  idolatry 
with  her,  which  is  fpi ritual  fornication,  or  adultery  5  and 
the  carnally  minded  people  of  the  earth,  as  well  as 
their  rulers,  have  been  intoxicated  with  her  wiched  arts 
and  allurements,  fuch  as  her  honours  and  preferments, 
external  pomp  of  habits,  proceftions,  and  worlhip,  pre¬ 
tended  miracles,  difpen Cations  and  pardons,  and  other 
fpecious  motives,  to  draw  men  into  a  compliance  with 
her  idolatrous  principles  and  ptaftieesj  as  if  they  had 

been 
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3  So  he  carried 
me  away  in  the 
fprrit  ante  the 
vritdemefi ;  1 

a  wo  nun  fit 
upon  a  fcarlet* 
coloured  bead* 
Aitl  of  nmes  of 
bEafpbtmy,  hav- 
tog  ienn  head** 
jmd  ten  horn*. 


4  And  tbe'vo- 
man  w**  amyed 
in  purple,  and 
fcatktoPour^wd 
decked  wifchgo^dt 
and  preriotn 
ftoncs  and  pwi&, . 
haring  a  golden 
cap  in  her  kaod 
full  of  aboTHTim* 
tif*»  and  fihhi* 
wtU  of  ber  flwnU 

CALLOW 


j  And  upon  her 
Jivchud  wf  a 
eigi; 
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been  overcome  with  (trong  wine,  or  had  been  bewitch¬ 
ed  with  love-potions*  to  inflame  the  vicious  incCsadans 
of  her  paramours  or  fweer-hcarts* 

3  The  angel  thereupon  conduced  me*  not  corporal¬ 
ly*  but  in  a  viGon  of  the  fpirit*  into  a  place  of  folttude 
or  retirement*,  that  I  might  the  better  obferve  and  con¬ 
template  the  (tare  of  this  antiebriftian-power,  during  its 
tyranny  over  the  church  in  the  wilderoels*  [chap.  lii. 
6.)}  and  there  1  beheld  the  reprefentatioii  of  a  woman* 
or  the  great  antichriftian  whore*  (t ter.  I .)  as  fitting  n- 
pon  a  bead  of  fcarlet-colour*  in  alluGon  to  the  fcarlet 
robes  which  the  Roman  emperors  wore  in  time  of  war* 
to  denote  her  cruel  perfecutions*  and  her  afcendeacy 
over  the  civil  powers  of  the  empire,  for  fupporting  her 
authority  and  her  fanguioary  laws  arid  executions-  This 
papal  government  bore  many  iriferiptioos*  which  fet 
forth  the  blarphemous  titles  of  idolatry*  infallibility*  and 
fupremacy,  that  it  would  aflame*  or  be  called  and  known 
by  ;  and  it  had  a  monltrous  appearance  of  feven  heads 
and  ten  horns*  -according  to  the  representation  made  of 
it  in  my  former  viGon.  {Chap.  xiit.  r.) 

4  And  the  lewd  woman  herfelf*  meaning  the  eccle- 
Galticat  power  of  the  Pope*  that  Car  upon*  and  was  Cup- 
ported  hy  the  civil  power  Ggnified  by  the  bead,  was  ap¬ 
parelled  with  gay  and  fumptuous  raiment  of  purple  and 
fcarlet  dye}  which  may  be  confidered  as  a  prophetic 
emblem  of  the  Pope' and  his  cardinal^  who  are’ftained 
with  the  blood  of  martyrs*  and  the  colours  of  wbofe  ha¬ 
bits  are  purple  and  fcarlet :  And  (he  was  adorned  with 
rich  and  glittering  ornaments  of  gold  and  precious  Hones 
and  pearls*  as  emblems  of  her  wealth*  grandeur*  and 
fovercignfy;  which  may  point  to  the  imperial  authority* 
and  to  the  vaft  pomp  of  the  Ramijb  church,  and  the  ex¬ 
travagant  profusion  of  its  treafurcs  in  adorning  its  tem¬ 
ples*  relics  and  images*  to  procure  the  veneration  of  car¬ 
nal  minds:  She  was  alfo  repre/ented*  like  the  ancient 
Babylon,  (Jcr-  li.  7.)  as  having  a  golden  cap  in  her  hand 
to  entices  her  devotees  to  drink  of  it;  which*  notwith- 
ftanding  its  fair  tempting  appearance,  was  filled  with  all 
manner  of  abominable  errors  and  iniquities,  and  with 
the  loathfome  impurities  of  idolatry*  or  fpiritual  forni¬ 
cation  and  adultery  in  thofe  that  profefs  efpoufals  to 
Chrift}  and  may- point  at  the delufive  charmsof  popery 
in  its  gaudy  (hows,  and  bold  pretences  to  miracles*  par¬ 
dons  and  indulgences*  and  tobeing  the  only  true  church, 
and  the  like*  as  lures  to  bring  people  into  her  bofom. 

5  And  upon  this  (trumpet's  forehead  was  an  inferip* 
lion  that  bore  her  name*  by  which  (he  may  eafily  be 

known 


Cb.rrn. 


nine  written  , 

MY$TERY*BA- 
B T LOW  THE 
GREAT*  THE 
MOTHER  OF 
H  ARLOTS, 
AND  ABOMI¬ 
NATIONS  OP 
THE  EARTH* 
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known  an’d  diftinguifhrd  from  all  other* *,  a  name  im- 


4  And  V  fa* 
the  ttOlQlA  dron* 
ken  with  cbebieod 
of  the  funt and 
with  the  blood  of 
the  martyrs  of 
Jtfus:  and  when 
1  (a*  her,  T  won¬ 
dered  with  great 
admiration* 


j  And  the  an* 
pel  faitt  unto  me* 
Wherefore  didft 
tiion  marvel  ?  I 
wilt  iclt  thee  the 
my  ft  cry  of  the 
'tvoman,  and  of 
the  heart  that  car* 
rieth  her,  which 
hath  the  fievea 

heads  mid  tea 
horns* 

f  The  bead 
that  thou  faweft, 
wuT  and U not; 
»h!  Hull  afraid 
oat  of  the  bot* 
toaiM*  pit,  and 
g.i  into  perdition; 
and  they  that 
dwell  00  the 
earth  (hill  won* 
dcr 


porting  her  to  be  a  MYSTERY  OF  INIQUITY, 
(x  Thcjf.  ii.  7.)  for  the  depth  ,  fee recy,  and  unfearchablc 
methods  of  carrying  on  her  wicked  dcltgns  *  \  and  in  a 
figurative  or  myfticalfenfe  BABYLON  THE  GREAT, 
meaoing  the  apoftaite  church  of  Rome\  which  may  be 
fo  filled,  as  (he  pretends  to  be  the  catholic  church,  and 
referobles  Babylon  of  old,  in  the  large  extent  ofherjut 
rifdi&ton,  and  in  idolatry,  pride,  luxury,  and  oppref- 
fion ;  She  is  the  MOTHER,  the  parent,  ringleader, 
patronefa,  fupporter  and  nourifher  of  both  literal  and 
fpiritual  adultery  and  fornication,  and  of  all  ABOMI¬ 
NABLE  UNCLEANNESS,  and  every  other  fort  of 
notorious  crimes,  which  abound  in  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  that  lire  under  her  dominion, 

6  And  I  further  beheld  this  whorifi)  woman  to  befil- 
led,  and  glutted  with  the  blood  of  thole  whom  God 
had  fet  apart  for  bimfelf  and  fan&ificd  by  bis  Spirit,  and 
of  Chrift’s  faithful  witnefles,  who  fealed  their  teftimo- 
ny  to  him  with  their  blood,  which  (he  fhed  on  account 
of  their  open  confeflion  of  him  :  And  when  I  faw  her 
in  thele  unnatural  and  m  on  (Irons  forms,  I  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  amazed  at  her  grandeur  and  cruelty,  and  at  the 
patience  of  God  in  fullering  her  to  reign  and  tyrramze 
over  his  beloved  people ;  as  not  knowing  what  to  think 
of  one  that  would  fudain  fuch  st  pompous,  vile,  and 
hideous  cbara&er. 

7  Hereupon  the  angel  obferving  it,  faid  to  me,  'Why 
did  you  feem  to  be  fo  greatly  adontfhed  and  eonfooni- 
ed  at  this  reprefen  tat  ion  ?  I  will  explain  the  meaning  of 
tbefe  emblems,  which  are  fo  darkand  myfterious  to  you, 
concerning  this  wborifh  woman,  and  the  bead  fhe  rides 
upon,  and  which  appear  in  this  vifton,  according  to 
what  you  had  feen  before,  (chap.  xiii.  1,)  as  having 
fever  heads  and  ten  horns.  That  which  is  figured  out 
in  this  prophetic  description  is  as  follows 

I  The  beafl,  which  you  faw,  is  a  fymhol  of  the  Rc* 
Bum  empire,  as  anciently  governed  by  kings,  confids, 
dUlatars,  decemviri  and  military  tribunes,  but  is  DO 
longer fubfifting  in  either  of  thofe  forms,  it  being  now, , 
at  the  time  of  this  vtfion,  under  the  government  of  em¬ 
perors  ,  or  when  the  time  comes,  which  the  vifion  re¬ 
fers  to,  it  may  then  he  faid,  that  the  bead,  fignifying 
the  Reman  empire,  was  idolatrous  and  perfecting  un« 

den. 

T  E. 

ttftanrs  aDedgcd  this  pal&{e  of  faiptmt  to 
prove  that  the  Cliuich  of  Rome  Vii  Aoti- 
rfuift. 


N  O 

*  ScaUger*  Bownhaio,  and  other), 

frrve*  that  the  vwl  anj \fttry  was  formerly 


wrote  on  tbc  Pop^s  mitre,  till  the  Froit- 
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<*er,(whofcDpcs  tier  heathen  magi  ft  rates  y  but  its  Pagan  fiste  id'now  de* 
rtroyed  i  and  the  empire,  headed  by  the  Papacy f  will  be 
from  the  *>f  fuch  a  diabolical,  wicked  and  "tyrannical  temper,  as 
foundation  of  the  derives  its  original,  and  proceeds  from  the  infernal  ma* 
Witiii  ^gnant  (pirfte  of  the  bottomlcfs  pit,  and  will  be  fnp- 

tbit  and  is  ported  by  their  inftigaimn  and  adiltance :  But  at  length, 
doc,  and  yet  U*  the  papal  church,  which  had  been  deftruftive  to  the 
true  church  of  Chrift  on  earth,  {hall  be  utterly  deftroy- 
ed  and  Tent  down  to  hell,  to  fhare  in  torments  with 
their  indicators:  And  (excepting  thofe,  whom  God  has 
ebefen  in  Chrift  before  the  foundation  of  the  wortdy  (£ph. 
i-  4 *  and  fee  the  note  on  i  John  I.  i*)  and  who  arc  as 
particularly  known  by  name,  as  if  they  were  literally 
regiitcred  for  eternal  life  in  tbc  book  of  hisdecrees,  and 
in  the  book  of  the  Lamb,  as  perfons  that  were  given  of 
the  Father  to  him,  to  be  redeemed,  and  fmftified,  and 
faved  by  him)  the  inhabitants  of  the  popiffi  territories 
will  gaze  with  admiration,  pleafure  and  fu perditions 
veneration,  when  they  fhall  fee  this  bead,  which  in  the 
fore  mentioned  fenfes  was,  and  is  not  f,  and  yet  exifts 
in  another  form/  and  will  be  the  fame,  in  effeft,  as  a 
perfecting  and  idolatrous  paganizing  power,  which,1  in 
refemblance  of  the  worilripof  heathen  iitolsy  wUl  intro- 
duce  the  worflup  of  angels,  faints,  ^nd  images* 

9  And  here  i,  9  -And  here  is  a  proper  trial  and  exercife  for  a  ftudi- 
the^muid  which  ous  and  InquiGtive  mind,  that  has  a  faculty  of  difeern* 
Tfa  Cm*  toads  and  fpiritual  wifdom  to  underftand,  reflect  upon 

»c  ftVen  moan*  aQd  compare  the  reprefentatioa  of  characters,  which  are 
wins,  an  which  given  in  the  preceding  and  following  parts  of  this  vifion, 
toh  vomia  as  3  key  to  open  the  meaning  of  it-  It  is  therefore  care¬ 
fully  to  be  obferved  and  comldered,  that  the  feven  heads 
of  this  idolatrous  perfecting  power,  fignified  by  the 
beafiy  are  emblematical  of  the  feven  .mountains  or  hills, 
on  which,  as  is  notorious,  the  city  of  Rome  is  built,  and 
on  which,  as  on  an  imperial  feat,  the  great  whorifh 
woman  is  reprefented  as  fixing  hertbrone,  with  as  much 
power  and  authority  as  any  ruler  of  the  empire  that 
had  ever  gone  beforeher* 

i©  And  there  *?  And  3  further  underftanding  of  this  Romifli 
are  feven  kmp:  aiUichriftian  power,  it  is  to  be  obferyed,  a*  another  dif* 
fivnre  ntikn,unJ  tinguifhing  chara&er  of  it,  that  there  will  JftVe  been 
others  UHt  yet  fe?en  kings,  or  different  forms  of  fupretne'governrnmt, 

■  come;  which 


NOTE* 

The  conjefhim  about  the  meaning  of  of  theih  may  be  depended  upon.  Bat  one 
this  phrafe,  *L  the  beat!  which  vnsr  mJ  ut  or  utber  of  the  two  fenfes  given  in  the  p*ra- 
44  not,  and  yet  uc,  or  and  Dull  be,  («f  pbrafe,  appeal?  t>  me  as  probable  u  any ; 
rtffim)  as  Steven's  uid  the  Alexandrian,  And  the  renter  is  left  to  chufe  drat  which 
nnd  feverai  other  cmjiies  luve  it,  ate  fo  ma-  -  ptrufeshiiu:  bed. 
uy  and  dubious,  that  it  n  tot'd  to  fay  which 
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inrt  when  which  are  alfo  fignificd  by  £Wen  heads;  five  of  which 
fcj  cometh,  be  at  tj,e  time  of  this  vifion  are  aholifUed,  as  they  confiited 
Jiw«  ipacel"06  *  of  a  fucccflion  of  kings,  ccn/uls,  Src*  according  to  what 
has  been  hinted,  (ver.  8.);  and  or.e,  even  that  of  Pagan 
imperial  government's  at  this  prefenttunefubfifting*; 
And  another  which  is  to  fucceed  it,  namely,  that  of  the 
Cbrifiian  emperors,  has  not  yet  mounted  the  throne  ; 
and,  when  this  artfes,  it  will'  continue  but  for  a  little 
while,  compared  with  the  other  fupreme  powers  that 
went  before,  and  will  follow  after  it  ;  which  may  hs 
COnfidered  as  pointing  to  Conjianlive  the  great,  and  his 
fucceflors,  under  whom  the  ChrilUan  religion  was  cfla- 
blilhed,  and  maintained  with  purity  fcarce  a  century 
and  half;  all  which  forms  of  government  are  to  ceafe 
in.  their  order,  before  that  fiiail  appear  which  is  in¬ 
tended  by  the  antichriilbn  beaft  m  this  prophetic  'em* 
hlem. 

ti  And  the  i*  And  .the  Roftan  civil  power,  on  which  the  fcariet 
Uiit  that  wat,  whore  appeared  to  fit,  (ver.  3.)  and  which,  as  has  been 
rV^hcVighTh''-  (ver‘  ®')  W1S  anciently  adminiftered  in  vapooff 
and  is  of  the  lc-  forms  of  government,  and  at  the  time  of  this  vifion  is 
y™.  •>«1Ec>rth  not  (ubftfting  in  either  of  thofc  forms,  bat  fball -faereaf* 
huo  perdition.  ter  r;fe  a5  an  idolatrous  power  under  her  influence. 

This  may  bs  Teckooed  an  eighth  form  of  fupreme  govern¬ 
ment,  in  cafe  you  confider  that  under  Conjlantine  the, 
great  and  his  fucceflors  as  the  /event h.  But  if  you  con* 
fider  the  imperial  government  of  Con/tant'ine  and  hts 
fucceflors.  as  truly  Cbrijtian,  and  fo  no  head  of  idolatry, 
as  all  the  preceding  governments  were  ;  then  the  Roman 
power,  Tignified  by  the  bead,  is  to  be  reckoned  only 
one  of  the  /even,  even  the  hit  of  them  in  fucceflton  ; 
and  fo  points  out  the  papacy  which  is  to  have  its  feat 
at  Rome,  with  the  Pope  and  his  confiftory  of  cardinals 
at  the  head  of  it,  and  all  the  civil-power  of  the  empire 
to  fuppoft  it ;  which  will  as  certainly,  in  God’j  appoint¬ 
ed  and  predicted  time,  be  finally  destroyed,  as  all  the 

idoJa- 


N  o  T  E. 

*  TITngft  In  prophelie  rt»*e  frgnify  fUtc$  r*r  ment  csfierent  from  that,  and  yet  retained 
kingdoms  a*  ippcw-s  from  Dan-TiL  17*  %  3*  fo  much  of  it*  fenacorld  form,  su  to  make  (c 
and  if,  with  fmrai  learned  conmientaiM,  in  that  rcipc£t  math  of  the  faint  kuiH  with 
wc  take  thCrliath  king  tu»  denote  limply  the  -  theiixth  :  So  tint  in  fume  refpefts,  accord- 
imptfUl  form  of  goTernmeiit,  the  power*  of  fog  torrid  and  arother  way  of  reckoning, 
which  were  the  fcme  under  Piflan  md  Chri*  as  in  :thc  paraphrtft,  it  may  be  called  a 
ftfen  emperor*;  .iheo,  as  Mr  Lowman  firrenth  head  nr  form  of  eovenimeot  j  and 
thinks,  the  feretith  bead  may  point  at  the  .  in,tbarway  of  reckoning  the  papal  bealttnay 
feign  of  the  Gothic  kings,  or  attheesar-  be  called  ibe  eighth;  and  yet  on  other  ai> 
chate  of  Ravenna,  which  iucceeded  the  de*  counts  the  bent  rue  be  reckoned  the  fe- 
(Inidbn  of  the  imperial  government)  and  vc«th,  r.s  fueevc^n-g  w  the  fixth,  or  theim- 
w  as  in  fomc  rcfpefl*  a  new  form  0/  govern*  penal  form  of  £svcrr.n;s::t* 
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idolatrous  beads  have  been  in  their  order,  that  vent  be* 
fore  it. 

o  And  the  ten.  l2  And  another  fate  note  of  the  antichriftian  power 
fawc^r  »«*)«  *fi»  that  the  ten  horns,  which  you  (a  Won  the  head  of 
fciugf'Vhicb  bm  the  papal  bead,  (per.  3<)GgDify  ten  kings  or  principal!- 
Rcdvcd  no  king-  ties,  that  (hall  arife  in  the  Weftern  part  of'th'e  Roman 
r«dv*S power  u  emP*re)  *s  to- be  divided  into  ten  kingdoms;  but  none 
kings  one  hour  of  thefc  potentates  have  received  their  dilUnit  kingdoms 
with  the  bad.  at  the  time  of  this  vifion,  but  (hall  receive  them  as  fo- 


vereign  princes,  about  the  fame  time  *,  that  the  papal 
bead  or  antichrist  an  power  (hall  begin  to  ere&  its  ido¬ 
latrous  empire ;  which  may  be  confidered  as  an  iflllma- 
tion,  that  the  rife  of  the  Pope  fhould  be  at  the  time 
when  the  empire  would  be  divided  into  ten  kingdoms 
by  the  barbarous  nations,  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth 
century,  foon  after  Gen/e ricuit  the  Vandal  had  taken 
Ram*)  and  fo  the  man  of  fin  would  be  revealed,  when 
the  empire  that  let '  or  kindred,  while  it  was  undet  one 
head,  (hould  be  taken  away*  (a  T&efiii.  3, — 8  ) 
fjTbe&hm  *3  Th'fe  ten  kingdoms,  with  fovereign  princes  at 
eae  mbd,  and  -their  head,  how  different  foever  they  may  be  io  fccnlat 
ftidl  their  interefta,  wiil  be  of  the  fame  mind  in  religious  concents, 

ftJTnph  untottle  “nd»  38  wi,h  onc  hean»  agrec  *»  PaJf  homage  to  the 
baft.  '  papal  power  Ggnified  by  the  bead,-  and  to  furrender  up 

tbetr  riches,  arms  and  authority  (<?•*'■*)  to  his  will,  and 
ufe  them  to  fupport  his  fupremacy  and  idolatrous  inter- 
efts  and  deligns. 

rn  Theft  fhall  ‘  *4  Thefe,  under  the  influence  of  the  papal  beaft, 
uiake  war  with  will  fet  themfelves  againft  Chrift,  10  oppofe  his  doc- 
the  p«b,  sod  trines,  inftitutions,  caufe,  intereft,  and  people,  byvio- 
erereome  them!  *cnt  perfecOtions,  and  the  power  of  the  (word,  and  to 
for  he  it  Lord  of  force  their  coofciences  into  fubmiflum,  and  blind  obc- 


lordi,  sod  Xing 
of  king* ;  and 
they  that  are  mith 

hi  ft,  irr  filled, 
end  chafed,  *i>d 
Jafchfol. 


dience  to  the  pretended  infallibility,  and  ecclefiaftical 
authority,  fuperftition,  and  idolatry  of  the  Pope.  Bur, 
in  the  iffue  of  the  combat,  the  glorious  Lamb  of  God 
(hall  be  vicarious  over  them,  in  and  by  means  of  the 
fteadfaftnels  of  the  faith,  profeffiou,  and  patient  fuffer- 
ings  of  his  members,  who  will  make  a  noble  (land 

againft 

not  -E.  * 


*  Mod  expofitor<,  after  Di  More,  render  up  by  Mr  Mrad  and  Sir  Ifca*  Newton  :  Bat 
cut  iokr  (>.!»»  wj>**)  Mit  fm»t  Amt,  » Inver,  othm  fappofe  that  there  b  no  ccceStyof 
1  If  17,  ettt  mW  y^ir^iy)  plainly  (fo  finding  out  that  exaft  number  of  diflujm 

pitits  the  /ami  mad,  and  fo  tot  iurtf  and  tot  kingdoms,  neither  more  dot  left;  Un  bang 
fout^  (*  ut  is  /id)  A&*  ir,  ji.  lonetiin»  pat  for  manjt  %  cmitn  for  an  an* 

ftgnifict  ibt  fiat  bfart  and  fini*  And  the  ctn>ln  comber.  However,  *11  Winy  »C* 
word  rendered  bear  {vpa)  it  often  ufed  for  fare#  ut,  that  when  the  northern  nations 
toid  tnniUtcd  time *  This  make*  the  dm-  broke  in  upon  the  Weft  era  Empire,  it  w*f 
fton  of  the  empire  Into  ten  kingdom  eo-  divided  io|o  much  about  that  number  of 
temporary  with  the  rife  of  the  beaft-—  klpgdbmt. 

Tkefc  tea  kingdom*  art  yarloufly  reckoned 


cb.  xvili* 
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-againJt  all  their  enemies,  and  lore  not  their  lives  unto 
death:  For  he  by  nature  as  God,  ami  by  conftianim 
as  Mediator,  is  the  forereign  Lord  of  all  earthly  lords, 
and  fovereign  King  over  all  the  potentates  of  this  world  ; 
as  the  government  of  the  church  and  of  all  nations  is' 
upon  his  Hhoulders,  to  order  and  difpofe  of  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  infinitely  wife  and  holy  will}  and  his 
difciples,  who  fide  with  him  again  ft  ihofe  common  e* 
nemies,  are  effe&ually  called  by  his  grace  ■,  are  a  cho* 
fen  and  peculiar  people,  whom  God  has  fet  ap:rrt 
for  himfelf  in  his  eternal  ptirpofcj  and,  in  con  ft:  - 
quence  of  their  ele&ion  and  effectual  calling,  are  made 
fincerc  and  faithful  to  him  in  their  profeltion  of  his 
name  and  gofpel,  and  perfeverance  in  his  Stays  and  or* 
dinances,  whatever  it  may  cod  them, 
if  And  he  frith  15  And  dill  further  to  explain  the  djftingui  filing 

wllmwhKbthou  Jnar*is  °f  l^e  antichridian  whore,  the  angel  faid  to  me, 
f.weft,  where  the  The  reprefentation  that  was  made  of  many  •saatersi  on 
'i-nun:  fntetti, *re  which  (he  fits,  {ver.  1.)  arc  an  emblem  of  the  people 
£?££  the  papacy  under  lief  exrenfive  empire,  and  of  the 

•ms,  a«d  tongatfc  vad  multitude  of  them  of  different  nations  and  various 
language  over  which  die  reigns  as  a  queen,  and  by 
which  (he  is'  fupported  in  her  dominion,  riches,  and 
grandeur}  and  fays,  (he  Jhdl  fee  no  forrow,  (chap* 
sviii.  7.} 

it  And  thettn  And  yet  the  ten  horni,  which  were  reprefented 

iiornj  which  thou  in  your  vifion  of  the  bead,  and  have  been  interpreted 
S,  thSfc  rut  to  fiRn'|y  ten  diftina  Hates  or  kingdoms,  (ver.  12.) 
Unit  the  whon,  and  which,  amicUt  all  the  revolutions  and  alreraticma 
“aSte  that  may  be  made  in  them  *,  will  fublift  under  fuck 
raked, 'an?  £«jj  difUnfl  governments,  during  the  reign  of  the  heait, 
rx  her  fieth*  and  and  never  be  {wallowed  up  in  aTuniverfal  monarchy  by 
iiura  her  with  j Uj  that  may  afptre  after  it :  Even  thefr  very  nations  or 
kingdoms*  with  their  refpe£tive  potentates*  which  were 
before  cogaged  in  the  fupport  and  advancement  of  the 
whorifh  woman,  fhaii*in  God*s  appointed  time,  grow 
weary  of  her  tyranny,  epprelDpns*  frauds,  and  abomi¬ 
nable 


■  NOTE, 

*  The  Rate*  or  kingdom,  (ignlficd  by  the  that  at  firll  fiipportwl  Lsr,  hut  as  their  fuC* 
ten  horns,  .arc  to  be,  at  length,  the  iofhti-  teflon  in  various  kingdoms,  who  will  turn. 
Btcnti  of  the  ruin,  as  they  formerly  were  of  again  (V  her,  as  thole  of  the  reformed  nation* 
the  support  of  Anti  thrift.  This  Jiippofe*  t  have  already:  and  it  h  to  be  expend,  thit 
continued  fueceffion  of  di  ft  toft  nations,  tbit  aioft,  tf  not  all  the  reft,  will  follow  their 
originally  belonged  to  the  Rata an  empire;  example,  and  unite  with  them  Ux  a  rclidous 
though  there  may  be  ffaiftiugs  and  changes  wara^uufl  the  Papacy  ;  though,  perhaps* 
in  them*  iod  they  may  not  always  be  bound*  fomeof  them  may  perbft  in  her  idoUfrauH 
n!  jufl  In  tb<  faint  limits  a*  at  the  Grftdl-  cooirauubo,  fill  they  ftutt  fee  the  time  <*4 
xlfwn  of  the  empire  among  them*  (See  the  her  burning,  and  ke-.vait  bet,  (chap,  xvia, 
no-e  or  ver.  n.J  And  To  the  kings  M  that  $,)  and  then  ihail  ehkir  renounce  Let,  cr 
4  *  fhatt  hate  the  who  it/*  &e*  are  to  he  eon-  fall  with  her* 
fidered,  not  as  the  fame  Individual  permits 
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TT  For  OrtJ 
put  In  :htir 
1)  girls  Lo  fiv^l 
5b  will,  atiJ  to 
a^rec,  and  j»ivc 
thdr  Idi^drrm 
ii;i'o  the  b^ft, 
Until  fl.«  uorJj 
of  Ood  dudi  he 

frrttJLid- 


i-S  And  the  u’o- 
rjun  which  thou 
fatfdl,  5s  that 
treat  city,  which 
reign  eth  ortr  the 
kings  of  the 
earth. 
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nahle  corruptions  in  doctrine  and  pra£lice  ;  and  when 
tlvy  come  to  fee  how  grof&ly  IJje  had  impofed  upon 
them,  they  Ihculd  be  hicenfed  agaiuft,  and  abhor  her, 
more  than  they  ever  before  were  in  love  with  her ;  even 
as  gallants  uic  to  behave  toward  a  ftrumper,  when  they 
□  re  convinced  ufhei  treacherous  dclufioiw,  and  of  the  evd 
of  their  lor  *  ner  familiarities  with  iur:  And  they  fhall 
withdraw  their  protection  of  her,  and  torn  their  arms 
againft  her,  and  (trip  her  naked  of  all  her  riches*  pomp, 
and  power,  and  lay  her  walle  by  fire  and  fword,  which 
(hall  not  only  Ucftroy  her,  but  be  as  tormenting  to  her, 
as  though  they  were  to  gnaw  her  flefh  off  from  h;r 
bones,  mid  bum  her  to  death  by  devouring  flames,  as 
was  foretold  by  the  prophet  Daniel t  (chap.  vii.  it.)  and 
as  the  daughter  of  a  pritft  guilty  of  whoredom  was  to 
be  burnt*  [Lev-  sxi.  g*) 

jj  For  the  great  God  and  Governor  of  the  world, 
in  xvhofi  hand  are  the  hearts  ofkings^  and  who  turns  them 
whitberfoever  hs  will t  (Prov.  xxi.  i,}  has  determined  to 
give  them  up,  for  a  time,  to  their  own  hearts  lulls, 
which  they  freely  ami  out  of  choice  indulged  ;  (fee  the 
notes  on  John  ni\*  40*  and  Rom.mh,  18,)  He  alfo,  by  an 
over- ruling  providence,  turned  the  voluntary  current  of 
their  own  [inful  inclinations  ititofuch  a  courfe,  as  fiiuuhl 
eventually  accompli fh  his  purpofe,  relating  to  the  **{»_ 
and  prog  refs  of  the  papal  power  j  and  he  permitted 
them,  under  the  in  (ligation  of  Satan  and  the  woi  kings 
of  their  own  corruptions,  to  agree  together  to  fubmic 
to  its  authority,  fu  per  flit  ion,  and  idolatry,  and  ly  fur- 
render  up  their  fherigth,  riches,  and  even  their  crown*, 
to  the  fervice  of  this  armchriftian  beaft;  But  he  did 
this  only  fora  limited  feafon,  till  all  the  words  of  God, 
contained  in  this  and  ancient  prophecies,  relating  to 
the  Hour! filing  date  of  its  dominion  (hall  be  fulfilled; 
and  then,  by  a  gracious  and  providential  influence,  or 
both,  upon  their  hearts,  he  will  incline  them  to  acccm- 
plifli  the  will  of  hisxonuFitind  andpitrafure,  as  well  the 
vriiJ  of  his  purpofe*  relating  to  the  utter  ddlruclionuf  riic 
idolatrous  power  w hich  they fupponed  before-  (wr,  ju.) 

16  And,  10  cancludr,  the  plain  marks  of  this  anti- 
chrifUao  power,  relating  to  the  place  of  its  chief  resi¬ 
dence,  The  appearance  of  a  whorith  drunken  woman, 
which  you  faw  and  fo  much  wondered  ar,  [ver+  5,  6/ 
reprefentfrthe  civil  and  ccclefiaftical  authority  and  do¬ 
minion  of  the  Pope  and  his  confiffory  of  cardinals,  that 
is  to  be  feuted  in,  and  raifed  io  its  height  at  Rome%  the 
great  metropolis ;  which,  and  no  other,  is  at  this  my 
rime  to  be  confid^red  25  the  miftrefs  of  the  world. 
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which  bears  fway  over  the  .king*  of  the  earth,  ond  par¬ 
ticularly  over  the  nations  of  the  tmp ire,  that  hnch  exit¬ 
ed  under  various  fuccrflive  forms  of  government,  but 
is  now  imperial,  as  the  Pope's  ulfo,  in  a  manner,  will 
be  in  reigning  over  all  the  kingdoms  into  which  the 
empire  will  then  be  divided. 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

Ho^  plain  are  the  prophetic  marks  of  the  idolatrous  anj  perfecuiing  power  of 
the  papacy  !  Thh  in  a  fpiritiul  fc'nfe  is  the  great  whore,  u-h«i  malttrs  bLfpUeuums 
pretences,  and  h  decked  with  fumptumis  ornaments;  whole  diitinguilhfag  colour* 
of  purple  and  fcarlet  arc  the  attire  of  Popes  and  Cardinal;  who  has  intoxicated 
prince?  and  people  to  join  in  bVr  idolatries,  and  has  glutted  hcrfelf  with  the  blood 
ofnumbcrkfs  faints  and  witneflrs  forChrift ;  She  is  a  myfary  of  iniquity;  the  very 
Image  Of  ancient  RaiyUn ^for  pride  and  luxury*  perfect] t ion  and  idolatry  ;  and  is 
the  grand  parent  of  fpirittial  fornication,  and  of  nil  abominable  iniquity;  ihc 
derives  her  original  from  hell  it Alf;  and  is  the  great  beaft,  that  reigns  ovvr -vtft 
multitudes  of  people  of  all  nations,  and  draws  the  admiration  of  all  under  her  do* 
infafao,  except  thofr  that  are  chofen  of  God  to  eternal  life  :  Her  ieat  of  empire  fa. 
at  the  great  city  of  R^ntQ7  which  is  built  upon  feven  hilts,  and  Mas  the  metropolis 
of  the  Roman  Monarchy:  She  rcife  as  the  fevcnlh  idolatrous  and  perfecuting  head, 
*fter  the  definition  of  thofe  that  preceded  her,  under  various  forms  of  govern- 
mtid*  in  the  Roman  empTe  ;  upon  the  divifiem  of  which  info  ten  kingdoms,  flic 
fet  up  her  throne  with  fupreme  authority,  making  life  of  :bcir  Strength,  as  ten 
horns  of  power  to  fupport  and  defend  her  ecclefiafti  cal  tyranny;  and  flic,  by  di¬ 
vine  pereniflion,  fed  need  them  into  a  compliance  with  hcrcrud  and  idolatrous  11- 
fiirpationt,  and  into  a  furious  opposition  to  Chrift,  his  people  and  caufe.  To 
whom  can  aU  thefe  deferiptions  agree,  but  to  the  k&mijb  papal  power?  How  4' 
nuJngty  lrionftrous,  and  yet  juft,  is  this  divine  portrait  of  her!  And  how  great  a 
part  of  wiulom  is  it  to  find  her  out,  by  applying  thefe  characters  to  her  J  to  whom 
alone  they  belong !  But  0  what  a  comfort  ought  it  to  he  10  the  church  of  thrift, 
and  what  a  terror  to  the  antichriftian  harlot,  chat  Hie,  who  has  been  fo  Jdhve- 
live  to  others,  ftiali  finally  go  Into  perdition !  The  glorious  Lamb,  who  is  Ktsj 
of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  lhall  overcome  her,  by  animating  the  faith  and  pa¬ 
tience,  and  emboldening  the  holy  profeflian  of  tlioiV  that  are  chofen  and  called, 
and  faithful  in  their  adherence  to  him;  and  in  his  appointed  time  he  will  turn  the 
hearts  of  thofe  very  powers  agaiuft  her,  that  were  before  fa  love  with  her,  and 
united  all  their  forces  to  uphold  her.  He  will  fpirit  them  up  to  defect,  hate,  fi'id 
eppofe  her;  to  ftriplierofall  her  riches  and  grandeur;  and  to  prevupon  her*  anti 
purfue  her  with  fire  and  Iword,  till  fhe  be  utterly  deftroyed  by  ;;s  painful  a  divH  h, 
as  if  her  fleth  were  to  be  gnawn  off  from  her  bones,  and  Hir  tt*  iv*^.  V'-  -  - -■ :L 
devouring  Gre,  in  the  conflagration  of  Romet  and  by  the  total  ruin  of  all  the  ter¬ 
ritories  under  htr  domtmou. 


CHAP.  XVIII, 

Another  angel  from  heaven  proclaims  the  fall  of  myflica!  B  aby’.on ,  i , — i. 
And  another  voice  from  heaven  admonijbes  the  people  cfQod  to  come 
out  0/  her,  left,  partaking  of  ■ her  Jins,  they  partake  aljo  of  her 
plagues,  4, — B.  lleprefcnts  the  lamentation  c/lti'tgs,  me r chants,  and 
mariners  over  her ,  9,— 19.  And  calls  upon  the  church  to  rejoice  in 
Cods  taking  righteous  vengeance  upon  her ,  who  had jiatn  the  faints  \ 
and  xohofe  utter  and  irrecoverable  ruin  is  figriijh-i  by  the  etnhleiu  of 
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ft  miUfcne  thrown  with  violence  by  a  mighty  angel  into  the  fta* 
20j — 24* 


TtuT.  Paraphrase* 

and  aftw  theft  A  ND  after  the  explication  that  had  been  given  me  in 
thing*  1  fu'y  MX  the  jaj\  vifion  of  the  woman  and  the  fcaflet*co1o«- 
■lor.-n  h^fm  red  beaft  on  which  (be  fat,  I  hehdd  another  angel  def- 
iKjvrft,  having  tending  from  heaven  in  moil  illuiluous  fplendor  +>  a* 
grrjt  p««r;  and  difpatched  with  an  immediate  com  million  from  thence* 
IfehtaiS1  vrith  and  invefted  with  great  power,  and  authority  %  and  the 
his  glory*  church  on  earth  was  irradiated  with  his  furrounding 

light  and  glory,  like  what  appeared  to  Ezekiel  in  his 
vifion  of  the  glory  of  the  God  of  IftaeU  which  filled 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord*  {chap,  xliii*  2, — 5.) 

*  And  he  cried  2  And  he  proclaimed  with  an  exceeding  majeflic, 
impurity  mith  a  loud  and  articulate  voice,  faying,  in  the  very  words 
ftmng  UT*  that  foretold,  and  were  accomplifhedin  the  ddlru&ion 
yj|’t  f/faiiin* is  of  the  Cha Idea n-Ba by  Ion,  (Ifa.  xxi,  p*)  to  this  eJFe£t,  The 
fallen,  and  is  i>f‘  papal  hierarchy  and  power,  which  for  perfection, 
come  ibe  hab:t»'  pride,  idolatry,  and  all  manner  of  aboriii nations,  may 
!uM  the  HoM  !<if  fitly  be  filled  Mvftical  Babylon,  whofe  dominion  is  wiih 
every  foul  fpirii,  great  authority  and  wide  extent,  will  foon  he  as  cer* 
ver^unc^°Ld  ta*nty  deitroyed,  as  if  it  already  were  actually  fallen 
ha^ful'birJ,  *  Uom  ail  its  riches,  grandeur,  and  power  into  the  moft 
deplorable  ruins  :  And  to  certify. this  with  the  greater  ve¬ 
hemence,  and  aflurance,  he  repeated  the  words,  is  fallen , 
is  fallen ;  and  added  that,  instead  of  her  former  pomp 
and  fplendor,  fhe  fhall  he  ?s  hideous  and  defolate,  as 
the  moll  depopulated  and  forlorn  defart,  that  is  haunted 
by  demons  or  fat y is,  and  all  unclean  fpirlra,  which  ufc  to 
rove  about  Infuch  places,  (Luke  xi*  24-)  %  and  that  Uthe 
receptacle  of  doleful  creatures,  fuch  as  fcreech*owls,  cor* 
morants  and  bitterns,  and  all  forts  of  loathfome  fowls, 
which  ufually  dwell  in  horrid  ruins  and  folirary  wilder- 
n dfr-s,  and  make  a  difmal  noife,  according  to  what 
was  denounced  againll  ancient  Babyfaiu  (Ifa*  xiii*  19, 
—22*  and  xiv*  23*) 

3  For  na-  3  For  all  nations  under  her  jurifJiction  have  been 
of 7he  wine  of  the  Mrt«*«ted  by  her  idolatries,  that  expofe  her  to*  and 
writ*  of  lu-rfar*  will  bring- down  upon  her  the  dreadful  vengeance  of 
nation,  and  iht  God,  which  fhe  deferves,  and  muft  fuffer,  for  her  fpi- 
UvS  cohimilted  rhual  fornication  :  And  the  has  not  only  been  guilty  of 
for#  this  abominable  crime  herfdf  *>  bur  the  earthly  kings, 

who 


NOTE, 


t  This  angel  feems  to  have  been  Clmft, 
the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  with  whoft 
*+  glonr  the  earth  was  lightened;”  finer  it 
it  certainly  was  the  glory  of  the  jehovah  of 


Iftael  that  lightened  the  earth,  and  filled  his 
hoitfe,  in  Ezekiel's  vision,  of  which  this 
hears  a  refenlljUnce*  {See  the  notes  on  th* 
viu  it  aud  vul  3.) 


Ch.  -*?w. 

t  'miration  with 
.‘-tfi't  and  ihc 
TO  .-frhaniS  of  tllC 
t  irth  arc  u%Kcd 
/ich  throt^h  rhe 
of  her 

:;tk  titles. 


4  And  I 

mother  voice 
from  heaven*,  fay* 
iu£,  Omc  uut 
or  her,  my  peo¬ 
ple,  that  ye  he 
no;  partaker*  of 
her  fie*,  and  that 

VC  nc^vC  IKiL  f 
BtT 


y  lror  her  flit* 
ban-  inched  un* 
C;i  he^vim,  arts! 
God  Jl a-h  re:r?em* 
beted  her  jniqtii* 
tics. 


tf  Rnwd  her 
#rco  as  tivc  ic- 
warded  you,  and 
douMt  uoiO  her 
double,  according 
to  her  work* :  in 
the  cup  which  flic 
Iiarh  6!  ed,  fill  to. 
ber  double* 


The  Revelation  paraphraftd*  3^t 

who  had  given  their  power  to  the  bead,  [chap*xnu  :y.) 
have  been  prevailed  upon,  by  her  tnebammerns,  tofup- 
port,  and  join  with  her  in  idolatrous  worfhip,  which  is 
fpiritual  whoredom;  and  carnally  minded  men,  under 
her  dominion,  that  deal  in  her  pretended  fpiritual  wares, 
efpeciaily  at  Rome,  fuch  as  pardons,  indulgences,  dif* 
penfmons,  and  popiOt  trinkets,  and  that  make  mer* 
ctundife  of  mens  fouls,  [ver*  13*)  have  amafled  toge-* 
thcr  immenfe  riches  through  the  Itrong  enticements  of 
her  fpiritual  commodities,  which  have  bren  fold  at  high 
rates,  and  brought  in  vjft  gains,  to  feed  their  own  and 
her  luxury, 

4  Hereupon,  I  heard  another  folemn  proclamation 
immediately  from  the  throne  of  God  in  heaven, faying, 
in  his  love,  care  and  tendernefs  to  thofc  that  belong  to 
him,  hut  are  mingled  with  this  apodate  church,  in  like 
manner  as  he  warned  Ifrael to  flee  from  theoid  Babylon^ 
when  it  was  to  bcdeftroyed,(^ft.xlviii,  20-  and  Hi*  It- and 
Jen  l*  8.  and  Iw  6.)  Depart,  my  people,  and  be  ye  fepa* 
rate  from  this  myftical  Babylon  \  touch  no  unclean  thing  5 
hut  flee  with  all  fpeed  from  it,  and  openly  protect  a- 
gainlUf,  that  ye  may  have  no  communion  with,  i>or  fo 
much  as  connive  at  her  idolatiuus  and  wicked  practices, 
and  fo  be  partakeis  of  her  guilt;  and  that  ye  may  not 
be  involved  -wirfr  her  in  the  dreadful  judgments  and 
defohtioiis  which  are  now  coming  upon  her  in  the  ef- 
fufion  of  the  foventb  and  bit  great  viol  of  my  wrath,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  representation  that  has  been  made  of 
it,  (chap,  xvi.  17,-21.)  93  the  juft  puuiftiment  of  all 

her  6ns. 

j  For  the  irmlrirude  of  her  ktiqmties  are  of  fuch  an 
enormous  fize,  of  fo  high  agravations,  and  long  comi* 
nuance,  as  have  made  her  fully  ripe  for  judgment: 
Their  provoking  cry,  like  the  fins  of  Sidom  and  the  an¬ 
cient  Babylon^  {(Jen.  xix.  13.  and  jer*  li.  9.)  h-ive 
reached  up  to  heaven  ;  and  God  is  now  in  his  awiul 
and  terrible  juftice  coming  fort  h  to  call  them  :o  remem- 
hrance,  and  to  execute  complete  vengeance  upon  her 
for  them. 

6  This  is  rhe  time  for  you,  my  ftrmms  and  people, 
to  repay  Tribulation  and  diftreft  to  her,  by  fire  and 
ftford,  in  a  righteous  war  again fl  her,  ss  the  due  rv* 
ward  ofher  crtidperfccu:  ions  and  opprefiiorts  of  you,  ai;d 
your  faithful  prcdeccifors  in  former  ages,  according  to 
the  law  of  retaliation,  {£*?*/.  xxi.  23,  24.)  ;  and  ye  are 
comTiiflloned  from  heaven  to  multiply  crdami:ic& doubly 
upon  h^r,  to  her  utter  dcftruclbn,  not  from  a  fpirit  of 


3f* 


7  How  Pinch 
f!1:  hjt'.h  p'nr:fi-d 
berfcif.  ariti  lived 
del:doi:ily  ,  fo 
itiudi  inrmcnt 
tad  fuw.v  give 
her:  tor  flic  faith 
in  her  lie4rtT  f  fit 
a  queen,  and  am 
tflilw,  and 
fha\\  fee  no  Lf- 
|o«. 


6  Tli  ere  Fare 

her 

com c  L  in  one 
d^y«  death,  and 
moormnf*  Bod 
famine;  me!  ihe 
fliatl  be  n'teiiy 
burnt  wuh  fire : 
for  Cro-ig  if  the 
J  ,ord  f-c'l  who 
her. 


9  And  flic  Lnigs 
of  the  eirrhj  who 
bare 

formication,  md 
Jived  dcliihuTfly; 
tuidi  her,  ihiil  be¬ 
wail  her,  and  b- 
mem  for  her, 
*Usn 
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juftice,  in  punUhing  her  to>  the  utter  mod  for  all  her 
evil  deeds,  according  to  the 'law  which,  in  cafes  of  rob¬ 
bery,  required  double  reditution,  [Exod,  ixii.  4,  7,  9.) ; 
and  according  to  God’s  threatning  of  IfraePs  enemies, 
that  he  -weald rtcvmpenfe  their  iniquity  and  their,  fa  dou¬ 
ble ,  (Jer.  xti.  18.);  as  lhe  has  wrung  our,  and  made 
you  drink  the  cup  of  forrow  and  adli^ion ;  fo  now  ye 
arc  called  to  fill  out  to  her  a  cop  of  doubly  bitter 
and  deadly  ingredients,  for  ber  to  drink  to  the  very  dregs. 

7  In  proportion  to  her  pride  and  felf- confidence,  in 

which  flie  has  magnified  and  exalted  herfelf,  and  to  her 
luxurious  way  of  living-,  render  to  her  tormenting  "mifery 
and  anguifh,  in  her  utter  confufion  and  overthrow ;  For 
fii;  being  the  whore  on  many  waters,  {chap.  x«i.  ig.) 
proudly  bo::fts  of  her  dominion  over  a  multitude  of  peo¬ 
ple  and  nations  in  church  and  (bate,  and  flatters  herfelf 
in  her  own  conceit,  faying,  in  her  vain  and  haughty 
mind,  like  Babylon  of  old,  which  was  called  the  Lady  of 
kingdoms,  (Ifa.  xlvii.  5,  8.}  I  fit  with  imperial  majefty, 
pomp  and  fafery,  after  the’  manner  of  a  mighty  queen 
in  her  mod  exalted  (late  and  firmed  efbablifhment ;  and 
1  neither  am  bereaved  of  any  dignity,  power,  or  plea- 
fure,  like  a  widow  deprived  of  ber  defence  and  (brength, 
glory  and  comfort  in  the  Iofs  of  her  hufband ;  nor  (halt 
my  throne  ever  be  fliaken,  or  any  kind  of  tribulation 
come  upon  me.  - 

8  Becaufi  (he  is  thus  infolent  and  vain-glorious,  and 
fondly  imagines  that  noraifchjef  or  danger  can  approach 
her;  therefore  (hall  her  punilbment  ami  ruin  come  un¬ 
expectedly,  and  all  on  hidden,  as  it  were  in  one  day  u- 
pun  her ;  as  was  Taut  of  the  ancient  Babylon,  (Ifa.  xlvii. 
9,  !/■);  death,  by  peftilence,  or  ftvord,  or  both,  (halt 
cut  off  multitudes  of  her  fubjcfls;  and  lamentation  and 
mourning  for  the  lofs  of  her  children,  and  deflruQion 
by  famine,  or  the  want  of  all  neceffary  ref  refitment  and 
fupport,  (liall  meet  upon  her ;  and  (he  fliall  be  utterly 
combined  by  fire,  {chap,  xviu  16.)  \  fur  the  Lord  Jeho¬ 
vah,  who  righteijufly  judges  and  condemns  her,  and  h?.-; 
determined  to  deftroy  her,  is  almighty  ;  fo  that  there  is 
no  refitting  his  power,  who  is  able  to  execute  the  de¬ 
creed  vengeance,  and  will  certainly  do  it. 

9  And  fo  abfolufc  and  unavoidable  (hall  her  deftruc- 
-  tion  be,  that  the  earthly-minded  princes  apd-potentates 

of  this  world,  who,  continuing  under  her  jurifdiflion 
and  in  her  communion,  have  complied  with  and  fup- 
ported  her  idolatrous  injunctions  and  practices,  and  in¬ 
dulged  themfelves  in  pomp  and  luxury  with  her,  (hall 
not  be  able  to  give  ber  any  further  aifitlance,  or  protec¬ 
tion  ; 


Cii.  svii'i. 
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tion  ;  but  (lull  bitterly  mourn  over  her  helplcfs  ftnt?, 
and  lament  her  doleful  dt  ft  rets  and  ruin,  when  they  (hail 
behold  the  fad  tokens  of  her  torment  ami  defolatinnt  a3 
appearing  tits  horrid  pillars  of  {moke,  that  rife  up  from 
a  raging  lire  in  the  conflagration  of  cities  *  ;  agd  ofpe- 
cially  when  th-*y  fee  Rome  itfeif,  the  feat  of  her  domini¬ 
on,  all  in  flames  through  the  righteous  vengeance  of 
God  upon  her* 

10  They  being  difniayed  it  this  awful  judgment,  and 
terribly  afraid  left  they  fhouM  fall  with  her  in  the  com¬ 
mon  calamity,  and  fo  partake  of  her  plagues,  as*  they 
had  of  her  fins,  will  endeavour  to  get  as  far  as  pclirble 
out  of  the  way  of  danger;  and  ftauciing  at  a  dilhnee, 
like  fpc£tuors  full  of  confufion  ami  aftoiufhment,  will 
cry  out  in  the  angujfb  of  their  fouls,  alas !  alas !  What 
dreadful  and  unexpected  wo  and  mifery  is  this!  Wlhit 
dcfolaticn  and  diftrefs  is  that  great  city,  which  h  called 
myfticai  Babyhn^  that  ftrcmg  and  powerful  city,  now 
brought  into  1  VVhat  is  become  of  all  her  authority, 
pomp  and  dominion,  which  are  fallen  with  her  !  Wh.it 
an  amazing  revolution  is  here  1  For  ail  on  a  fuddeu,  as 
it  were  in  one  hour,  that  was  little  thought  of  before, 
thy  judgment,  condemnation,  and  execution,  are  come 
upon  thee,  O  thou  miflrefsof  the  papal  world,  who  fat* 
Ujl  as  a  queen  in  all  thy  grandeur  and  boaftcii  fecurity, 
faying  y  I Jhaii fee  ns  for  mu*  (ver-  7.) 

1 1  And  as  the  merchants  bewailed  tbe  deiiru£t:un  of 
ancient  Tyre,  rhat  mighty  flouriftung  and  trading  c';ty, 

( Eztk *  xxvii*  37,  ire*};  fo  the  earthly- min  drd  dealers 
in  the  fpintud  merchandize  of  antichi  iftf  an  Ilon&M  to 
put  off  her  indulgenciea,  aofolutions,  popiftt  relics  and 
preferments,  will  in  the  grief  of  their  hearts,  lament 
with  weeping  over  her,  as  not  being  able  to  afford  her 
any  relief  in  the  day  of  her  diftrefs,  nor  to  get  any  fur¬ 
ther  advantages  by  her ;  beeaufr  there  will  then  be  an 
entire  end  of  ail  her  gainful  traffic  ;  and  from  rhcnce- for¬ 
ward  none  will  ever  be  fo  impaled  upon  and  deluded, 
as  to  purchafe  her  ccclcfiaftical  commodities  any  more* 

12  So  that  they  can  no  longer  delight  and  pride  them* 

feives 


N  O 

*  The  fimokc  of  her  lament/1  may  be 
Taken,  as  in  the  paraph  ft  ft,  either  In  the 
n;?tap!wf:Cil  %feto  lignify  the  mod  dread¬ 
ful  and  entire  4cft:u£tinn  of  itllhcrjXMip 
3  ml  po^er*  through  the  wIi^lc  extent  of  ibe 
P;ioary  >  or  in  tr*c  literal  fenfe  for  th?  ctm- 
finirK^n  vi  Items,  the  «f  ihc  Popc\ 
a  Miiiur':  v.  And  the  c!;y  of  hi5 

Tilda,  whivn  *ilj,  piuI^uJy,  hj  tkUroyjJ, 


1\  E. 

tuber  by  fabterrereflus  fires  hp  riling  os*  of 
the  volcirines,  tha:  arc  fre.]Wj;*t  in  thoft 
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it,  when  the  ten  king*  lh;*l)  4<  hste  (he  u'h*irvr 
and  burn  her  fi.c/1  (Hup*  xvih  itf«) 
nr  by  fire  ii^midl.rdy  nun  tiesivcn,  li*e 
thi:  whic^i  caDtiKncd  Sudoju  and  Go^iof- 
fiih* 
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ehaoA'feef  goW,  fdves  in  the  prodigious  gains  that  they  were  wont  to 
make  by  this  fort  of  merchandife  f  :  It  will  never  brine 
md of  puris and  them  in,  as  tormcrly,  gold  and  fuvcr,  and  precious 
fine  linen,  and  ftoncs,  and  pearls*  to  enrich  themfelves,  and  to  fuppoit 
»d  tar£f  ud  an^  difplay  the  fplendor  of  their  hierarchy  and  worlhip  \ 
all  ihyine  iwod,  nor  fine  linen,  and  purple,,  and  fiik  and  icarler,  to  a- 
■nd  all  <ninp«r  dorn  themfelves,  and  make  diftinguifhing  veftments  for 
^Tanil  aU  nlan-  t^e*r  Pf’e^9>  bifhops,  cardinals,  and  popes;  northyine- 
nl  vtifeUof  etnft  wood,  fo  much  cfteemed  for- its  grateful  fcent  and  du- 
pn-eions  wood,  rable  ftFeogth,  for  building  or  decorating  magnificent 
b011^53  aat*  temples  ;  nor  any  of  rbofe  various  forts  of 
^ ^  vdfels  made  of  ivory,  and  of  the  moft  beautiful  and 

ly  wood,  and  of  braft,  and  iron,,  and  marble,  which 
ufed  to  be  wrought  into  idolatrous  images,  and  into  all 
manner  of  utenfils  for  foperftitious  icrvices  and  orna¬ 
ments. 

„  **  Al!dJ;,“'Q'  13  Nor  "(ball  their  merchandife  any  longer  procure  to 

and  ointments,  them  fragrant  cinnamon,  and  fweet  odoms,  and  omt- 
■nd  frankinttofe,  ments,  and  frankincenfe,  to  gratify  their  fenfes,  and 
•?.d  jf  se*  o 1X1,1  perfume  and  beautify  their  bodies,  or  to  feed  their  pride 
■nd  wheat,  and  an<*  luxury,  and  make  their  fweet-fmelting  incenfe  and 
Leads,  and  dierp,  coftly  ointments  for  idolatrous  and  fuperihtious  purpo- 
rhari«*rre*’  and  ^es  ’  nor  w*ne  ant^  t0*cheer  their  hearts  and  make 
in?c*,  and  fouU  their  faces  fhine,  or  to  be  idolatniully  and  fuperftitioully 
yf  men-  1  ufed  in  the  facrifice  of  the  mate,  and  in  extreme  unc¬ 
tion  ;  nor  fine  flourj  and  wheat,  and  beads  and  fheep, 
to  be  tithed  by  the  priefb  for  the  fatten  a  ncc  of  nature, 
or  fupplying  them  with  the  neceflaries,  much  left  the  con¬ 
veniences  and  comforts  of  the  animal  life;  nor  horfee 
and  chariots,  and  the  bodies  of  men  to  furnifh 

out  a  pompous  equipage  and  fhow  away  with  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  haughty  Popes  and  prelates ;  nor  Jhall  they 
any  more  enflave  mens  fouls  by  ufurping  a  tyrannical 
power  over  their  confciences,  and  drawing  .mosey  from 
'  them  foi  pardons  and  indulgetscies,  and  for  praying  them 
out  of  purgatory^  which,  in  reality,  its  being  paid  for 
T4  Aei  the  deftroying,  tnftead  of  faring  their  fouls. 

-  frsict  14  And  the  produces  of  yov  iniquitous  mercbandire. 


NOTE. 

f  The  delcriptien  given  in  this  and  the  pifli  traffickers,  in  her  eggrtgious  Impoiitioos 
following  *«fcs  of  the  merthaiullld  and  U-  ind  dehtfunfj  vbo  had  mailed  to  dion- 
nented  ddbiiAion  of  the  RomiJh  Babyloti,  fclve*  ti&  rkbtl  and  honours  in  the  dap 
need  not  in  att  partfcnlm  be  taken  in  a  tU^  ber jtfofperity ;  And  thii  U.beutifoUy  de* 
ial,  but  only  in  an  *$co inmodaied  ftnfe,  like  imbed  in  nioft  oi  the  reryYimc  tmns  that 
yh^tb  folded  ir  the  prephrdie;  *ttd  may  tre  ufed  In  the  *4ch  and  17th  chapter*  of 
lie  <!oftfid*rcd  as  a  (bong  and  talking  fifura-  Sack'd,  with  idadoo  to  Tyre,  which  had 
tire  rcprc&ataftton  of  her  downfal  ftoci  MI  been  oetorkutt  for  EJabtryt  wickedoeft,  and 
tier  farmer  flare  and  afthience ;  aod  of  the  power;  and  hr  the  mod  giiofql  and  ttfipa* 
tordtle  difappriimucnt*  Enfi,  and  trouble,  iln  maduodifc> 

^rEuch  by  that  nicina  will  com  upan  the  po* 
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fruit*  that  thy  O  Myflical  Babylon ,  in  which  you  fo  much  gloried,  and 
aff'liT-nalficro  Tou  wcre  *°  eagerly  delirous,  fuch  as  the  rich- 

thee,  «nd  all  es*  hoAoUrs,  and  plea furca  of  this  world,  which  were 
things whichwtw  the  top  of  your  ambition;  all  thefc  arc  now  cut  off: 
ro^epartcdfroin  Arid  all  things  that  were  delicious  to  the  tafte,  and  made 
thee/ind  thou  a  gay  appearance  to  the  eye,  are  now  removed  far  from 
you,  who  (hall  never  lint!  your  account  in  them  any 
more  ;  but,  (hall  be  entirely  (Iript,  andremain  deftitute 
of  them  all,  paft  retrieve  for  ever.  Thus  all  the  met- 
chandife  of  antichridian  Rome,  by  tbe  fa&ors  of  her 
fpurious  wares,  {hall  like  that  of  the  ancient  wicked 
Tyre,  utterly  fail,  and  never  be  recovered. 

15  They  that  dealt  in  thefe  commodities,  and  were 
enriched  in  their  temporal,  and  vainly  boa  (led  of  their 
being  fo  in  their fpiritual  concerns,  by  her  means,  (haU, 
like  the  kings  of  the  earth,  (yer.  9,  to.)  unable  to  help 
her,  remove  and  keep  at  as  great  a  dillance  as  may  be 
from  her,  for  fear  that,  as  they  had  been  partakers  of 
her  guilt  and  riches,  they  fhould  (hare  in  torments  with 
her ;  at  the  very  fight  of  which,  they  will  vent  the  for- 
rows  of  their  hearts  with  Hoods  of  tears,  and  great  la* 
mentation  over  her. 

16  And  crying  out  with  bitter  aftonifhment  and  con* 
dolance,  will  fay,  Alas!  alas!  How  tremendous  is  the 
deftru&ion  of  Rome,  that  great  and  famous  city,  where 
the  head  of  the  papacy,  who  /aid  in  her  heart ,  l  Jit 
a  queen  and /ball  fee  no  forroiu,  (ver.  7.)  had  her  impe¬ 
rial  fear,  and  in  the  height  of  her  pomp,  power,  and 
riches,  was  fumptuoully  arrayed  in  fine  linen  and  purple 
and  leader,  and  fet  off  with  the  glittering  ornaments  of 
gold,  and  all  manner  of  precious  (tones,  and  pearls ! 
Her  cafe  is  extremely  deplorable  ;  For  all  on  a  fudden, 
as  though  it  were  in  one  unexpected  and  on  though  t-of 
hour,  the  is  di veiled  of  all  her  rich  treafures,  and  re* 
duced  to  the  mmott  poverty  and  diftrefs. 

17  And  the  lower  ranks  of  her  officers,  that  were 
devoted  to  her  fervicc,  and  retailed  her  pardons,  and  in- 
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dutgencies,  and  other  trumpery,  and  com  pa  fled  fea  and 
land  to  make  profelytes,  fuch  as  priefts,  monks,  friars, 
and  Jefuits,  who  got  their  living  by  this  trade,  and  may 
be  reprefented  inallufion  to  tbe  h m enters  of  Tyre's  ruin, 
(£sei.  xxvii.  29, — 33-.)  under  the  emblem  of  mailers  of 
(hips,  and  all  their  (hip-mates  and  mariners,  and  all 
traffickers  in  them  by  fea  :  All  thefe  as  unable  as  the 
kings  and  merchants,  {ver  9,  ij.)  to  help  her,  fhall 
likewife  get  out  of  the  reach  of  her  calamities,  as  far  as 
they  can,  for  fear  of  (haring  in  her  putuihtnents,  as 
they  had  in  her  crimes  and  gains. 


l8  And 


34* 


And  fried 
’■pen  they  fjw 
the  fWinkc  of  ho' 
tutoring,  laying* 
>Vl*at  rity  is  like 
ento  tbu 
cit  yl 


Tff  Aid  ifcry 
firt  fluft  on  their 

bcaJj,  and  cri- 
nit  »tv1 

waili  115  ,  fiy  i  n<JT 

Ahs,  oils  th*t 
jtcat  Dty  therein 
wade  rich 
*IT  ih*t  h*.l  fliips 
ia  the  f«  >,  l>y 
icjfrn  rf  her  wft- 
bief>!  for  in  one 
ben  it  1  Sr  Ok  made 
detonate. 


t*  R^ceow 
hciMbMi  h«?ent 
•nd  yt  holy  apo- 
ftlcs  and  pro- 
PiVts  ;  for  f!oJ 
aveitged  you 
on  her. 


Tic  Revelation  paraphrafod*  Ch. i?au 

18  And  when  they  fee  the  difmal  tokens  of*  her  ut¬ 
ter  deftructioiij  [ike  die  thick  and  gloomy  columns  of 
fmokc,  th.it  rifc  from  every  part  of  a  city  all  ia  flames, 
(be  the  note  on  vcr.  9  )  they  Ihall  cry  out  wkh  amaze¬ 
ment,  ] amen  cation,  aird  horror,  faying,  as  was  faid  of 
Tyre)  {Ezek*  xxviu  3;*}  What  city  fo  grand  and  magni¬ 
ficent,  wealthy,  powerful  and  proud,  was  ever  fo  entire¬ 
ly  and  fpeediiy  involved  in  miferyand  ruin,  as  this  great 
city,  together  with  her  vafl  dominion,  is,  beyond  all 
that  could  have  been  imagined  \ 

to  And  as  great  mourners  have  ufed,  in  their 
diftrefs  to  throw  dufl  upon  their  heads,  {JoJh.  vii.  6. 
and  Job  ii.  ia.)  and  rhe  bewailers  of  Tyre  are  reprefem- 
ed,  by  this  token,  {EzeL  ix?ii.  30*};  fothefe  huckfters 
of  Rome's  wares  will  go  into  ail  ex  predion  5  of  the  deep* 
eft  forrow,  and  cry  out  with  weeping  and  bitter  lamen¬ 
tation,  Ah3  !  alas  l  for  that  great  city,  as  myftical  Baby* 
Ion  h  often  ftilcd  in  this  prophecy,  may  alfo  be  well 
compared  to  7y/v{fee  the  note  on  ver *  12  }  How  ftiock* 
ing  arc  her  defolacions  and  miferies,  who  has  been  in 
fuch  a  flouri  thing  ftate  as  to  enrich  all  her  devotees  that 
carried  on  craiHc  with,  and  for  her,  in  employing  their 
veffrls  at  Tea  to  export  her  pardons,  ^indulgences,  err. 
which  were  fold  and  purchafed  at  coflly  rates  by  her 
authority  !  What  a  fur  prizing,  fudden,  and  miser¬ 
able  change  is  now  made  upon  her  date  and  condition ! 
For  the,  as  it  were  in  one  hour,  is  reduced,  and  fpoiled 
of all  her  former  wealth,  power  and  grandeur ;  utterly 
incapable  of  any  further  helping  her  fer  vanes,  or  of  be¬ 
ing  helped  by  them* 

20  liur,  bid  the  voice  from  heaven,  (wr*4+)How 
much  foever  they,  that  trafficked  and  gained  worldly 
riches  and  honours  by  her  influence  and  authority,  may 
Ggh  and  mottrn  for  her  dcfolation  ;  it  will  be  a  juft  00 
d  fieri  o{ great  joy  and  glad  ne  ft  to  the  faints,  while  Ehey 
con  lid  er  it,  not  as  the  deftrutkion  of  their  fchow-crea- 
tureSy  but  as  the  day  of  their  own  happy  deliverance 
from  ihe  opprefii>n^  of  ihUantichriftiancneiny,  and  of 
God’s  glorifying  himfelf  in  her  righteous  overthrow, 
and  in  treating  the  glory  of  Cbuft’s  kingdom  on  her 
ruins  :  Triumph  ye  therefore  over  her,  O  church  of 
Chrift,  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  alt  ye  holy  a- 
potties  and  prophets,  that  have  imuiftcrially  laid  the 
foundation  upon  which  the  church  is  built.  Jr/us  Chrijl 
hmtfelf  being  i he  chief  conur-flonc^  (Kph«  ii*  20*)  And  be 
exceeding  glad,  O  alt  ye  faithful  paftors  and  teachers, 
whom  he  has  fent ;  and  all  ye  interpreters  of  his  word, 
whom  he  lus  raifed  up  to  preach  and  explain  his  pore 

gcfpd* 
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gofpel,  as  hie  witncflVs  who  have  prophefied  in  fack- 
cloth,  {chap,  xi  3.);  for  now  Cod  has  a  ®  fully  difplayed 
his  terrible  jufiicv*  and  the  truth  of  his  predictions* 
{lhap.  xvt.)  in  raking  full  vengeance*  for  your  fakes*  o- 
pon  this  corrupt  and  perfecting  power,  which  fain 
would  have  deftreyed  the  foundation  of  the  church  it- 
felf,  ami  all  that  are  huilt  upon  it. 

11  And*  nigh-  21  And  flill  further  to  confirm  all  this*  as  the  pro- 
ty  sn^l  iMt  up  phet  Jeremialt  was  ordered  to  bind  a  (tone  to  the  book 
n>iifTp:ip*an*cift  be  had  read*  and  caft  it  into  the  midft  of  Euphrates  t 
it  into  Vtw  faying ,  Thus  _/?*<?// llahy Ion  Jink,  and Jbalt  not  rife  front 
wit'h £’  Unce fraU  evt^  l  ~vl^ bring  upon  her,  (Jcr.  li.  63,  64.)  fo 
that  ^'V*3*  «-  3  6‘°”ous  angfU  who  excelled  in  firength*  took  up,  as 
ty  wo  S)  I  on  be  he  appeared  in  my  viilon,  a  huge  (lone  in  his  hand* 
t^roxii  (bit-n ,  like  a  great  mildone,  and  threw  it  with  mighty  force 
more  at  alii"  into  depth  of  the  fea*  into  which  it  fuddetily  funk* 
never  to  rife  again :  And  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
this  emblematical  aQion,  he  (aid*  After  this  violent 
manner  lhall  that  great  city*  myflical  Babylon ,  and  all 
her  power,  authority  and  magnificence,  be  fuddenly 
call  ioto  utter  deftru&ion,  and  never  fltall  be  rebuilt* 
or  recover  flrength  and  dominion,  or  have  any  place  in 
t»  And  the  at  a^>  from  henceforth  for  ever. 

vr>:«  op  Wpcrs  42  And  as  to  you,  O  myflical  Babylon,  according  to 
>"H  muCcian, ,  what  was  threatned  again  ft  a  port  ate  Ifratl,  { Jer.  xxv. 
■mi  of  pi,Ki>  JO\  au  „onr  days  of  fupcrilitious  and  civil  mirth  and 

tr-jinjcw,  faill  I  c  fi  1.  I  J  e 

be  heard  no  more  pleasure  fnall  enme  to  a  perpetual  end  :  no  concerts  of 
at  ail  in  itirr ;  players  upon  harps  and  other  mufical  in frrnments,  nor 
mm  oTwhT-ilf'  any  melody  of  pipes  and  trumpets  (hall  ever  be  heard 
ncr’mft  hr  he,  *n  your  churches,  or  in  your  merry  meetings  any  more  ; 
&iH  bs f junj any  and  all  your  fpirituul  traffic  and  fecular  trade  and  buG- 
uul'ihcPiauttor  ne^>  together  wirh  all  your  choriftrrs  that  adulterate 
a  mUflc-ne  'lhall  the  wotffcip  of  God  ;  and  all  your  cunning  artificers* 
he  hmrd  no  more  and  laborious  workmen,  fnch  as  carpenters  and  fmitbs* 
at  all  in  the*;  jj;*  and  Jcr .  xxiv.  i.}  to  ferve  the  common  con¬ 

veniences  of  mankind,  Hull  be  taken  away  from  you  ; 
and  even  the  necefiarics  of  life  lhall  fait,  infomuch  that 
thenoife  of  a  m  lift  one,  to  grind  the  corn  for  food  and 
fuflenance*  (halt  never  more  be  heard  in  you. 

»3  And  the  33  And  nothing  comfortable  of  any  kind  (hall  ever 
fluU  ”h?«e*"nT  be  cj1i°ycd  ai>y  more  j  no,  not  fo  much  as  the  light  of 
at  all  in  3  candle,  to  relieve  the  horrid  darknefs  of  the  nighr, 
rh«e ;  and  the  (ball  ever  be  fern  in  you  again  ;  much  lefs  fliall  any 
Vw.oan^or  tiw  bridal  lamp,  or  nuptial  fongs,  or  rejoicings  of  a  bridc- 
Erlde  j hVll  'tv*  groom  over  his  bride,  or  propagating  of  families  and 
IteaH  (t<>  mnn  ai  inheritances,  be  ever  found  any  more  in  you  :  For  your 
ihv"1  m^rclr- f-ts  dealers* in  fpi ritual  merchandif:  inriched  themfeJves, 
‘  ■  Ctr*  and  became  the  great  and  dignified  men  of  your  earth* 

ly 


348  The  Revelation  paraphrafid*  Ch.  iviii* 

*°*  the  great  ly  empire*  fuch  as  cardinals  and  prelates,  by  means  of 
fa?ce^  r^e  in^uitotis  trade  which  they  carried  on  to  promote 
rie*  ill  tu*  your  authority  and  influence  :  For,  by  your  bewitching 
t»m  deceived*  allurements*  ail  nations  under  your  dominion  were  im* 
pofed  upon,  and  deluded  into  an  admiration  of,  and 
compliance  with  your  fuperftition  and  idolatry* 

*4  And  in  her  24  And  what  greatly  adds  to  all  thefe  provocations 
hSidf,^fd  ^  Baby  Ion  *  aud  aggravates  her  crimes,  con- 

pher*  p  andPIof  damnation,  and  mi  (cry,  and  aloud  proclaims  the  righte- 
aed  of  alt  oufnels  of  GodJs  judgments  upon  her,  is,  that  fht  has 
tyro  UP  meafure  of  the  cruelties  and  murders* 

which  have  been  prattifcd  upon  the  faithful  mirallrin^ 
fervants  and  holy  people  of  God,  And  upon  all  that  by 
her  authority,  canoBS,  and  decrees,  have  ever  been  put 
to  death  for  rtghteoufnefs  fake,  throughout  her  territo¬ 
ries*  and  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  her  influence  upon 
earth,  as  by  her  perfecuttons  (he  has  approved  of,  imi¬ 
tated  and  exceeded  all  that  were  ever  known  before  % 
and  fo  the  blood  of  all  martyrs  for  Chrift  is  found  in 
her  (kirts,  and,  by  juft  conftruftion,  is  chargeable  upon 
her :  (See  Matth-  xxisi.  2p,™35*)  And  therefore  God 
*hat  given  her  bfaod  to  drinkj  for  Jbe  u  worthy*  (Chap* 
xvi*  6.) 

■RECOLLECTIONS. 

'How  certain,  fudden,  and  irrecoverable  will  be  the  dcJtnifticm  of  the  fl-ai  or 
the  bcaft  at  Rome,  and  of  the  whole  papal  *power  of  her!  ^he  is  the  myftical 
Baby  ten,  whofc  fall*  as  it  were  in  one  hour,  was  pronounced  by  an  Itluttrion  > 
angel,  and  further  confirmed  by  ttie  emblem  of avaftftone  plunged  with  violence 
into  the  fra,  from  whence  it  ncvfr  can  rife  again.  How  dreadrol  and  total  wil 
her  ruin  be  i  6be  who  ftoiirifhed  in  pomp,  luxury  and  plenty,  and  thought  flu 
Cat  ax  a  queen  and  ftxnild  fee  n;>  furrow,  (halt  become  defolate,  like  a  horrid,  un¬ 
inhabited  wildernefs,  haunted  by  demons,  and  doleful  birds,  and  ravage  beatfs. 
AH  her  pride,  riches*  and  luxury,  fliall  he  turned  into  ihame,  want,  and  miftryj 
all  her  joy  into  mourning  ;  and  all  her  pleafurc  into  torment.  She  Audi  be 
ftript  of  .ill  her  grealuefe  and  fuuiptuous  ornaments,  and  cot  off  from  all  tic 
comforts*  convenience,  and  necefiaries  of  life:  and  all  ranks  of  people  und  r 
her  dominion  ftiafl  be  reduced  to  the  utmoft  poverty  and  diftrefs ;  and  (lie  fh  H 
be  repaid  with  the  heav-Lft  .vendee nee  from  God  for  all  the  wraih  that  flic 
had  reeked  upon  his  faithful  fervauts  and  people.  The  tokens  of  her  torment 
fliall  be  as  vifiblc  and  efTeiling,  as  the  thick  and  fiery  fmokc  that  a Iccnds  frj-Ti 
the  mins  of  a  dty  all  in  Rimes  j  and  when  her  friends  that  hadlupported  h«r, 
and  had  been  profited,  to  a  greater  or  lefj  degree,  in  temporal  concerns,  by 
the  fnie  of  her  indulgences  arid  pardons,  and  other  fpiritual  commodities,  by 
which  ftte  deceived  the  nations,  and  drew  them  into  fuperfUtion  and  idoltfr*; 
when  thefe  ftialljee  her  hidden,  mifcrable,  and  utter  dcfolation,  they  (ball  be 
aftomflied,  and  fitted  y  lament  over  lie r,  as  unable  to  help  her,  or  to  be  helped 
by  her  any  more;  and  fhall  ftrive  to  get  as  far  as  they  can  out  of  the  way  of 
God's  judgments  upon  her,  left  they  ihould  be  fwallowed  up  In  hti  calamities,  as 
they  had  bpen  partakers  of  her  fins*  And  O  how  righttoufly  will  thefe  judgments 
be  exec  u  ted  upon  her,  whofr  enormous  and  multiplied  iniquities  are  heaped  up,  as  it 
were,  to  heaver^  aH  cry  aurnd  for  vengeance  Income  down  upon  her !  Her  fuperffi*" 
lion*  tewitatTs  and  idolatry,  luxury  sad  haugJitiue^crueltyauJperjecuLiori  of  the 

tiiut- 
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!'..ir.ts  and  fcrvants  ofChrift  ;  hpr  merchanHifc  of  the  fou’s.  as  well  as  bodies  of 
men,  to  their  deftniflion  ;  her  allurement*  of  tint8  and  nations  to  for&kc  God, 
and  join  themfelves  to  idols,  (ball  all  be  remembered  in  his  wrath,  to  her  ctct- 
laftiitg  eonfutioB.  With  what  abhorrence  tlioukl  all  the  people  of  God  ft  parate 
from  her  communion,  left  they  partake  of  iter  litis,  and  of  her  puniflimciita  (  And 
liow  mould  they  rejoice  and  triumph,  in  reflection  that  the  time  i- coming,  when 
G  id  will  vindicate  his  righteous  caulc,  and  ave:  ge  them,  in  their  juft  deftrudioa, 
and  will  deliver  them  from  all  her  moleftatiuns  for  ever ! 


CHAP.  XIX. 

the  church  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth  triumph,  and  prai/e  the  Lord  for 
his  righteous  judgments  upon  the  great  whore  of  tiabylon,  and  for 
the  honour  cf  their  own  efpoufal  to  Chrijl ,  1, — #.  An  angel  pro¬ 
nounces  them  blefftd,  andrefufes  thevtorjbip  which  John  offered  him 9 
9,  10.  Then  follows  another  vijion  cf  Chrijl ,  as  going  forth  -eir  a 
white  horfe  at  the  head  of  bis  army,  which  it  alfo  mounted  on  white 
horfes ,  to  make  war  againfl  the  beaft,  and  his  armies ,  which  are  ut¬ 
terly  and  mifer  ably  de/troyed,  it, — 11. 

tk«t.  Paraphrase. 

^nd  after diefs  A  ND  .after  the  preceding  vi lions  of  the  total  ruin  of 
tMngtihevU  A  the  great  whore  of  Babylon,  in  the  downfal  of  the 
raSbVS^  h  FP*1  fWef  C‘ty  a1"?  empiie*  roethooght  I  heard  an 
heaven,  faying,  exceeding  load  and  joyful  acclamation  of  the  heavenly 
AUdaia:  61va-  church»  faying*  in  obedience  to  the  order,  {chap,  xviit. 
'uud’h”<iuSr  aTd  20*)  Hallelujah,  Praife  ye  the  Lord  ,  We  applaud,  and 
lower  unco  the  call  upon  all  the  faints  on  earth  to  join  with  us  in  blef- 
Lord  our  God :  fiflg  the  Lord  our  God  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people, 
in  their  complete  deliverance  from  the  corruptions  and 
tyranny  of  the  amichriflian  church.  The  glory,  ho¬ 
nour  and  power,  which  are  confpicuous  in  all  God's 
works  of  creation,  providence,  and  redemption,  and 
particularly  in  this  remarkably  glorious  difpenfation, 
ought  to  be  aferibed,  with  the  greateft  veneration  and 
cheerfulneft,  to  his  holy  name. 

*  Fortnisand  2  For  he  has  faithfully  fulfilled  his  prom  i  ft  $  to  bis 

^JmcniiT  for  P^P^*  as  we^  as  Provei1  Himfelf  to  be  true  to  his 
he  hath  judged  threatniogs  againft  his  and  their  enemies  ;  and  has  ad, 
the  great  whore,  ed  a  moll  righteous  part  in  the  punifhmcnt  he  baa  de- 
5*  tht4  t«th  nounce(*  againfl,  and  inflifted  upon  them :  For  he  has 
with  her  fornica-  condemned,  and  executed  judgment  upon  antichrillian 
tu>«,  and  •  hath  Rome,  (which  may  be  compared  to  a  great  llrumpct,) 

^f'h^iTervinlrrt  an<*  UP°°  *)er  ^overs»  f°r  (*ie  iniquity  0/  her  doings, 
her  bud.  and  for  their  compliance  with  her  allurements,  who  hail 
fpread  idolatrous  fornication  throughout  her  territories 
on  the  earth,  and  thereby  corrupted  the  religion  and 
manners  of  her  fuhjetts  :  And  now  God  has  taken  juft 
vengeance  open  her  ftr  =,!!  th:  blocd  of  his  faints  and 

mini. 
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j  Atd  a^In 
tky  fa  Id,  Alle- 
Irtish.  And  her 
ftnoke  nrfc  up  for 
ever  and  ever. 


4  And  the  four 
am!  tt^oity  el¬ 
ders,  andthefovr 
fell  down 
aud  wen  fhtpped 
Gud  chat  Ut  on 
the  throne,  fiy* 

iog,  Amta,  Al¬ 
leluia* 


miniftring  feryants,  which  (he  has  unrighteoudy  and 
crurlly  caufed  to  be  (bed,  on  account  of  their  faithful* 
nefs  to  him  ;  and  he  ha£  required  tier,  in  kind)  accord* 
log  to  her  defer:** 

3  And  they  repeated  their  Hallelujahs  f*  beginning* 
carrying  on,  and  ending  their  fuit^,  with  joyous  and 
triumphant  thanksgivings  and  praifes,  for  the  utter  dif- 
folutuin  of  the  idolatrous  and  perfreuting  power  of 
Home.  And  the  perpetuity  and  milery  of  her  overthrow, 
never  to  revive  nny  more,  was  represented  by  the  cm* 
blcm  of  horrible  frnokc  from  the  unquenchable  fire 
that  coufumed  her,  as  inccJTatitly  afee  tiding  from  her 
ruins  to  an  tndkfs  eternity, 

4  Then  the  four-and-twenty  elders*  and  the  four  Ii~ 
ving  creatures*  the  reprefentatives  of  the  church,  and 
of  gofpel-mt  niters,  (fee  the  notes  on  chap.  it.  4,  6,) 
proftrared  themfehxs  with  the  profonndefl  reverence, 
and  paid  their  adorations  and  praifes  to  the  great  God, 
who  appeared  as  feated  on  his  imperial  throne,  faying, 
We  hrearrily  join  with  the  genera!  arfenibly  [ver.  l)  in 
their  hymn  of  praife  for  the  judgments -which  thou  hall 
executed  upon  this  antichriftian-power  >  and  in  teftimo* 
ny  of  our  high  approbation  of,  and  concurrence  with, 
all  the  aferiptions  of  honour  to  thee  on  true  important 
occasion,  we  add  our  Arnett :  Hallelujah^  praifed  be  the 
Lord! 


J  And  *  voice 
came  vat  of  the 
throne ,  frying  > 
Pnifc 


5  Soon  after  this  I  heard  a  voice,  which  feemed  to 
be  uttered  by  a  glorious  angel,  and  to  come  forth  im¬ 
mediately  from  before  the  throne  of  God  in  bearer  +, 

faying, 

NOTES. 


f  Hallelujah  is  a  moft  lively  and  CGitipre- 
hen  live  exprdlion  of  pruifc,  oft^n  uied,  and 
tranfhtcd,  **  PraiJe  ye  the  Lord,"  in  the 
Pfdrn*;  the  tiveidt  of  whkh,  whh  fiicral 
others,  'begin  and 'end,  as  this  heavenly 
hymn  doth,  with  (hat  word:  And  iertnd 
cftpofitors  have  thought  that  thi*  bring  on* 
ginajlya  Hebrew  word,  retained  in  thi>  fong 
5f  ptaift,  inti  mates  tha%  upon  the  dcfh'vc- 
tfoo  or  Rome,  which  may  probably  I*  by 
tire,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  aviii.  9.)  the 
Jews  frail  be  converted,  who  were  prejudifL-tl 
ajtfnlt  <JhrifUiui:y,  all  alonj  before,  by  the 
iij  via  try  and  pcrfecuiionE  of  the  Papacy} 
and  that  they  are  here  called  uflnn  to  pin 
with  the  Gentile  church,  in  praiiing  the 
Lord  fur  chW  wonderful  and  entire  iedruc- 
1100  of  the  Rocruffc  an tichritfian* power, 

^  A  voice  came  from  the  thlriine/* 
is  not  here  to  be  uhdct'Oovd  as  the  UnmedUte 


Wen  the  immediate  voice  nf  Chrith  Far 
though  he,  as  man  and  Mediator,  called  hi* 
dilciplc*  his 41  brethren/*  and  feet  a  jnelL^c 
to  them,  nying,  (John  xx<  i;<)  lee  the  pa- 
iTipiirafc  there,)  (*  1  aieend  to  my  Father  and 
11  your  Father,  and  to  my  God  and  your 
4*  Gods13  yet  be  there  exprefled  hUo*w 
and  th^ir  relation  to  God  difliafUy,  in  inch 
a  manner,  as  refcrvcd  the  pre-eminence  to 
bimfctf*  However,  admitting  that  Ctarft, 
kj  tiw  head  of  the  church,  might  have  call¬ 
ed  upon  them,  frying  without  any  iiHprO" 
pricty,  ■*  Praiic  our  God /*  yet  the  perinn 
w!h>  uttered  tills  voice  feems  to  be  the  fame 
tint  nrdcitd  the  apod;  John*  to  write, 
“  JJlcfled  iire  they  nhich  arc  called  unto  llic 
“  marriage  (upper  of  the  I^mb/*  and  that 
refuted  the  worthip  which  J>hn  offered  tn 
pay  him,  under  ii»n:e  naiftike,  (v;r.  p,  to,) 
whereas  our  b  I  riled  Lord  never  i doted  rrii- 


Toiceof  God  him  Hr  If :  For  he  could  no:  pro¬ 
perly  fay,  “  Pioifrcwir  God,  r+&  t*  'hat  feir 
**  buu/*  Nor  do  l  appr^h:nd  ti  to  lure 


gioa-hr>m'«^  fr*»m  any,  (which  was  always 
hU  due  as  Go>i)  even  wldlc  he  was  iir  this 
lla'ji  of  bifuij&iLca  upon  earth  ;  much  kfi 


Ch.  m. 


The  Revelation  tarafirafed. 


*  ft 


Pi^ifc  our  God, 
:df  ye-  his  fir- 
Vi*.**,  and  ye  that 
iar  bim^  both 

fm&Jl  lud  great. 


0  And  t  bard 
a*  it  were  the 
vo^cc  of  a  great 
multitude,  and  as 
ihe  voice  of  many 
w^icrt;  and  asdic 
voice  of  mighty 
thundering*,  lay- 
injc,  Allclnia:  for 
the  I^crdGod  *m- 
nipulcor  reigo- 

oh- 


7  Let  Q£  be 

^bd  and  rrjoice, 
and  give  hoour 
co  him  ;  tor  the 
nurcbgc  of  the 
Lamb  is  come, 
and  his  wife  liatb 
ini-de  heribil'  r«- 
dy. 


faying  to  the  church-miliraju  on  esnh,  Exalt*  adore  and 
blefc  the  name  of  our  gi^ebus  God,  who  has  faithfully 
performed  his  promifts  to  you,  O  all  ye  his  true  war* 
fhippers,  that  love  and  iVrve  him,  and  reverence  and 
fear  Ins  holy  Mdjefty,  whether  yc  be  of  high  or  low  de¬ 
gree,  or  whatever  your  rank  and  attainments  of  a 
religious  or  civil  nature 

6  And  according  to  this  divine  command,  methooght 
I  iaftanriy  heard  an  innumerable  company,  even  all 
that  feared  the  Lord  both  /mall  and  greats  joining  xthh 
the  ntmoft  alacrity  in  acclamations  of  joy  and  praife* 
on  account  of  the  glorious  and  happy  (late  of  the  cbmch 
on  earth,  confequcnt  to  the  ovenhiow  and  pamfhment 
of  all  snuebriftian  powers,  {chap*  xx*  t, — 6.) ;  and  the 
found  of  their  united  voices  was,  for  (Irengtb  and  loud* 
nefs,  like  the  noife  of  va(t  catara&s  of  -water*  or  even 
the  roaring  of  the  fca,  and  the  flrongeft  claps  of  thun¬ 
der,  faying,  BaiUkjab%  We  exult  and  iriomph,  uitd 
call  upon  all  o;hers  m  praife  the  Lord ;  For  now  in  a 
more  eminent  and  glorious  manner,'  than  ever  before* 
the  Almighty  Jehovah,  die  ever  living  and  true  God  % 
to  whofe  empire  the  whole  creation  is  fubjecl,  mani* 
fefts  his  great  power  and  glory  in  his  ruling  over  alii 
and  has  fee  up  bis  kingdom  of  grace  in  cur  world  with 
the  greateft  majelly,  light,  and  liberty,  purity,  peace, 
and  extenfive  dominion,  to  the  coniuiionof  his  cuemies, 
and  the  joy  of  his  faints, 

7  Let  us  now  indulge  a  facred  pleafure  and  delight 
in  him,  and  pay  all  honour,  thankigiving  and  priife  to 
him  :  For  the  happy  time  is  now  come  publicly  and  vi- 
fibly  to  folemnizc  the  elp:ufal  of  Omit  to  his  church* 
(2  Cor^xu  a.)  whom  he  has  redeemed  to  his  Father  and 
piuchafcd  for  himfelf,  with  his  own  precious  hlood,  as 
the  Lamb  that  vsasjl.iinf  (chap*  v.  9,  12-);  and  (he  be¬ 
ing  joined  in  a  marriage-covenant  with  h;m*  who  re* 
joices  over  hert  as  a  bridegroom  over  the  bride  f ,  (If** 

liii- 


N  O  *i 

c:a  it  te  fuppofuS  rEm  he  wnaM  refuie  it  hi 
|:ij  iU:c  of  whatinn  in  htfiven,  1  tluvc- 
fore  take  this  voice  to  have  been  pronounced 
by  i  cfcdtcd  arifd,  «bo  was  near  the  thr.^ic 
Of  God,  and  wa*  probably  cither  tLc 
by  vboni  dlifiit  figttified  the  thm£s  tor.- 
uiacd  in  thii  prophecy  to  his  kvv*m  John  * 
(chip*  L  i.)  or  the  angel  *  ho.  had  **  Iho'jrn 
“  wnto  him  the  Judgment  of  the  great 
**  whore*"  (chap*  %v\i*  t,) 

*  *'  The  Lnnl  God  om»+ipotciit  reigns" 
may  be  toniidered  with  relation  to  the  Father* 
t>r  to  ihc  Son,  whtmtfo  **  the  nullity  God," 
hf.4»;  and  I  thiak  ;i  fl  U'-s 


r  K  fl* 

*'  Lcui  God  A'nvghty,**  Rev.  si*  t?.  (f its 
the  vole.  rin-rr.)  Accordingly*  kingdom 
here  f|*>kcn  of  i*  41  llic  kingdom  of  the 
“  Lord  end  of  hi;  Chriit;"  and  is  callcl 
41  the  kin^hutt  of  our  God,  and  the  pVTlCt 
li  nr*  hi*  v Ihriit,"  cli=p*  ai*  JS-  «^d  kil-  lo* 
|  Dr  Mo^c  and  Mr  Mtdc  fuppofe,  tbac 

41  the  marriage  of  llic  Lamb,  and  his 

11  ticin^m^dc  rea^y,1'  Mer  to  the  cunverlina 
of  tl.t  Jcur  ,  who  torsanly  invited  to 
^  the  iy -iir/Lgi;  <A  il;v  King’s  Ion,"  teioied 
to  fy:nc  ;  Let  n;v\  being  ready  i^ad  piepa- 
re-!,  ri^de  Lade  tv 


35* 


9  And  to  Tier 
was  framed*  that 
Ac  ihould  be  ar¬ 
rived  in  fine  1L 
«ent  tlcnn  and 
white :  for  th« 
line  linen  is  the 
Tt£hteou£hc£s  of 
friofi. 


7 %r  ReteliTi  ok  parapbrafsA, 


Cfa*  xix. 


Iiiu  5.)  is  now  cheerfully  waiting  in  a  prepared  ft  ate 
and  frame  to  meet  her  bridegroom,  and  enter  into  bis 

j°y. 

8  And  that  (he  might  he  fuitably  adorned  for  bis  re- 
reception,  it  was  gracioufly  vouchfafed  to  her  that,  as 
grand  bridegrooms  ufe  to  make  prefents  of  rich  attire 
to  their  brides  of  inferior  character,  that  they  may 
make  a  becoming  appearance  at  the  celebration  of  their 
nuptials;  fo  flie  (hould  be  beautifully  decked,  at  her 
huiband's  expence,  with  the  mod  excellent  ornaments; 
which  may  be  compared  to  the  fineft  linen  that  i6  fpot- 
lefs  and  bright,  a  lively  emblem  of  honour,  favour,  and 
acceptance,  and  of  purity  and  holinefs:  For  the  line 
linen  (ignites  (Awns/t*™)  the  righteoofneflas  both  of 
juftificaiion  by  faith  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to 
intitic  her  to  heavenly  blifs,  and  of  fanftilication  by 
his  Spirit  to  make  her  meet  for  enjoying  it ;  both'  of 
which  are  put  upon  all  the  faints,  like  garments  if  faU 
Vatin))  the  robe  of  rightemtjtufs,  and  the  we  tiling  gar* 
meat.  (Ifa.  lxi.  to.  and  Matth.  xxii.  it,  iz.) 

p  Then  the  angel,  who  had  uttered  the  voice  from 
the  heavenly  throne,  (fee  the  note  on  ver,  5.)  applied 


j>  And  he  faith 
onto  me,  Write, 

"*  tlw7  himfelf  direfiiy  to  me,  faying.  In  conftderation  of  what 

kd  unto  the 
marmgc  *  flipper 
of  the  Lamb  * 

And  he  faith  uo- 
to  me,  Tbefe  arc 
the  true  faviim 
of  God, 


you  have  now  heard,  write  down,  for  the  (landing  ufe 
of  the  church  under  all  tribulations,  that  they,  and  they 
only,  are  fubftan dally  and  fecurely  blcfled,  and  (hall  be 
fofor  ever,  who  are  effc&ually  called  by  divine  grace, 
and  admitted  to  all  fpirituzl  entertainments  and  delights, 
which  may  be  figured  out  by  the  marriage*feaft,  that 
the  Lamb  of  God  has  made  For  his  bride.  {Luke  xiv. 
15,  16.)  And  he,  who  talked  with  me,  further  faid. 
This,  and  ail  other  things  revealed  in  your  vifions,  are 
the  infallible  truths  of  God,  and  (hail  certainly  have  a 
pun  final  accomplilhment  in  their  feafon,  according  to 
his  word.  {Chap^iii.  5. .and  xrii.  6.) 

lo  Upon  hearing  thefe  great  and  comfortable  things 
from  the  an^el,  who  appeared  in  fuch  an  illaftrious  and 
majeftic  form,  as  feetned  like  that  of  the  angel  of  the 
covenant,  1,  in  a  tranfport  of  admiration  and  joy,  pro-. 
Ilrated  myfelf  at  bis  feet  to  pay  him  divine  honours,  as 
the  Son  of  God :  But  be  haftily  (topped  me  fhort,  and, 
correfling  my  miftake,  faid  to  me,  in  like  manner  as 
theapolllcS  Petert  Paul,  and  Barnabas  did  to  thofe  that 
offered  them  religious  woilhip,  {At Is  x.  25,  26.  and 
xiv.  13, — 15.)  Take  heed  whit  ye  do  * :  This  fott  of 

worftiip 

NOTE. 

*  The  irorlhip  which  John  offered  to  this  &citis  not  to  Kars  been  mcMy  ciHi  rcfpefL 
gloriout  angt),  (fee  the  aoic  oq  rer,  5,)  but  of  s  rc-iciocs  ezmxz  :  For  ihcr*-  tw 


ro  And  T  fell 
at  hii  feet  to 
worfcjp  him  ; 
And  he  faid  un¬ 
to  me.  See  then 
<fo  it  no t:  I  am 
ihy  fellow  -  frr- 
vant,  ardof  tby 
brethren  that 
hare  the  icftiitio- 
ny  of  Jefu*  . 
■Wnrlhip  God  ; 
for  the  teftunony 
cf  JefiiVis  thefj>i- 
rit  of  prophecy. 


Cb,  ri*. 


The  Revelation  fara\  hr  a  fed.  J 


worfliip  muft  not  be  paiiJ  fo  me,  who,  though  a  gluri- 
fird  fpiric*  am  not  a  divine  ptu.-ni,  but  only  cue  r,( 
your  fellowfsrrvants  and  brethren  in  my  preient  employ¬ 
ment,  who  am  commUGoned  by  tbe  L.>rtl  Jd'us  to  rn  *ki 
known  to  you  the  things  that  rcia::  to  bis  p.Ti’on.caiifc, 
and  government,  and  to  the  levuluik'ni  he  will  make 


in  the  church  and  in  the  world,  as  you  a!fo  arc  to  com* 
rognicatc  them  to  others.  {Chap.  i.  i,  a  )  Let  ri!  yoo? 
religious  worfliip  be  refrrved  for,  and  paid  only  to  God, 
to  whom  alone  it  is  due,  {Matth.  iv.  iq.);  and  by  no 
means  to  me-t  For  the  tertimony  1  have  born  to  jetus* 
the  Saviour,  is  dilated  to  me  by  iln*  fame  Divine 
Spirit,  who  infpired  the  ancient  prophets,  and  who  by 
me  now  reveals  to  you  the  future  events  contained  in 
your  vifions,  that  you  may  convey  them  to  the  church 
for  their  fupport  and  comfort :  And  therefore  religious 
adoration  is  no  more  due  from  you  to  me,  than  from 

It  And  I  faw  me  t0  70U  *  3°d  *ne  my  miftakc. 

t'civm  opentd*  11  *n  mF  next  prophetic  vifion,  methought  I  faw 
and  hetiutd,  «  heaven  itfelf  opened,  from  whence  the  Saviour  came 
while  hone;  «n<j  fprth,  with  divine  majefly  and  glory,  to  efpoufe  the 
him  caju^c  of’ his  people  in  the  moft  efle£tuai  manner  againft 

faiibfol  _  and  their  antiebriftian  enemies  >  and,  behold,  a  figurative 
True^adSoaigb-  reprefentation  of  a  white  horfe  appeared  to  my  view* 
judge  emj  fuch  as  generals  were  wont  to  nde  m  fotemn  triumphs  j 
ivv.  Which  may  be  con  fide  red  as  an  emblem  of  the  everlaft* 

ing  gofpel,  that  ibOuM  prevail  more  extenGrely  and 
fuccefsfiiUy,  than  ever  hefore,  with  light  and  parity, 
fpeed  and  power,  in  its  laft  promulgation  through  the 
earth  :  And  he,  who  appeared  as  riding  profperoufly 
upon  it  to  guide  and  govern  its  courfe,  was  the  Lord 
Chrift,  the  Captain  of  (alvation,  who  is,  ever  was,  and 
will  be,  and  may  juftly  be  called,  and  in  this  glorious 

difpenfation. 


NOTE. 


rafon  h-Kjr  the  an«1  Should  refute  to  accept 
of  ctvit  refpeili  and  his  iitderinj  the 
file  10  pay  chat  very  fort  of  worth  Lp  fo  0*d 
uhieh  he  about  to  offer  him,  (chap,  jtiiu 
9^)  was  JhwLy  more  than  civil  ho u-  tir,  which 
is  infinitely  beneath  God’s  acceptance,  add 
would  be  to  put  him  upon  a  level  o  h  ibmc 
exalted  mature. — - — It  tnji'v  h»dcvd  fetm 
ft  range,  that  the  -polite  Jfdin  Should,  after 
this  rebuke,  fo  fir  forget  hirafdf,  to  at¬ 
tempt  firth  an  idolatrous  aft  a  freond  :'a;c, 
as  in  ebap*  xxu.  8.  is  to  be  conGdcr- 

ed*  that  as  Pcitr,  b  the  inount  of  Tranf* 
figuration,  was  Li  futti  an  et  fluty  of  awful 
wonder  sod  joy,  that  M  be  knew  not  what 
*'  to  fay,1'  (Mark  lx,  l.)  ib  (he  John 

was  in  inch  a  tranfport  and  fiwprife,  as 
n:i»ht  do*  admit  of  calm  and  deliberate  re* 


flc&too,  fome  time  after  *be  former 
which  was  nut  (juite  to  ftronj  and  dteaiye  .is 
tba.r  which  foil;' a  id;  and  miglv  precipitate 
him  into  the  urood,  tt  it  ’;ad  the  firft 
mistake.  A:id  h  Lcj  j  wjj  a  neglefl  of  duo 
coof*  Jeijuion  he  n/igbt  be  frjTered't:*  till  in¬ 
to  the  fk-ife  ciiw  io  fhe.v  what  imper- 

fettioa  -(tend*  the  bv£l  of  men  In  riii*  world, 
and  to  giv^an  oppojr:un!ty  for!  he  mmo  *r- 
markably  (he  c&mai  (bitoi'  *:!  re*:-* 

gious  wolfijip  it  the  ck>fe  of  =  hc  cauvii  of 
ti*e  Kew  Tetlsmeirt;  js  atk>  *or  the  nwe 
fittingly  the  worfhip  of  fjint# 

and  angel? .  and  gUfidiae  ;ht*  people  -if  Gri 
•gairlt  iU  wirdi  0f  pmph#*ty  fore* 

faw  would  notor:-»un<'  prevail  in  the  anEjf 
chrifiiaa  church  of  Roipc, 


3S* 
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f  i  Hfe  eyes 

*s  a  JUnu  of  fire, 
and  on  bit 
head  wot  many 
cri^nsj  and  he 
had  a  name  writ* 
ten  that  no  man 
knew  but  hehiro- 
fclf: 


13  Andhtvdf 
clothed  with  ve~ 
ftunr  dipped  in 
blood  ;  and  hi$ 
name  ft*  called. 
The  word  of 
God. 


14  And  the 
armies  which  were 
Jn  heaven  follow¬ 
ed  him  upon 
white  horfet,  do* 
thed  tnfintltanv 
whiu  uut  dun. 


difpen  Cation  will  eminently  appear  to  be,  faithful  and 
true  to  his  Father,  who  appointed  him,  and  to  all  thofc 
that  put -their  trull  in  him }  faithful  in  performing  tie 
promifes  to  them,  and  true  in  executing  his  threatnings 
upon  his  and  their  adverfaries:  And  bis  procedure  is 
with  righteous  judgment  in  taking  the  part  of  his  church 
agair.it  his  and  their  enemies,  and  in  fetting  htmfeif, 
as  in  battle-array,  againft  all  that  oppofe  his  caufe  and 
kingdom  in  tbe  world. 

1}  The  eyes  of  this  aoguft  perfon  appeared  to  be  as 
bright  and  penetrating,  awful,  terrible,  and  burning,  as 
a  flame  of  Are,  ( chap .  i.  14.)  ,  and  on  his  head,  was  *  ‘ 
reprefentation  of  many  crowns  let,  as  it  were,  one  u- 
pon  another,  the  fymbols  of  his  natural  and  mediatori¬ 
al  authority,  and  univcrfal  dominion  ovor  the  church  j 
and  the  world,  in  all  fpiritual  and  temporal  concerns,  ‘ 
and  of  his  fubduing  all  nations  and  things  to  himfclf: 
And  he  bore  an  adorable  name,  which,  as  exprelfive 
of  his  divine  nature  and  perfections,  and  of  his  digni¬ 
ty  and  authority,  As  tbe  IVord  made  fiefh,  (John  i.  1, 
14.)  was  fo  wonderful,  (Ifa,  ix.  6.)  that,  like  the  name 
Jehovah, -no  mere  creature  knew  any  thing  of  it,  till 
it  was  revealed}  and  even  then  it  was  fo  incomprehen- 
fible  by  any  of  them,  that  none  but  himfeif,  to  the  cx- 
cl u lion  of  all  creatures,  could  fully  undefltand  the  deep 
myfteries  contained  in  it.  (See  Matth.  xi.  27.} 

13  He  was  further  represented  to  me,  like  a  mighty 
and  victorious  general,  as  wearing  a  garment  all  over 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  his  venquifhedandflaugbtered 
enemies,  over  whom  be  was  to  gain  a  compleat  con* 
quell  in  his  (late  of  exaltation,  as  tbe  reward  of  his 
obedience  and  fufferings  unto  death,  when  his  raiment 
was  dyed  with  bis  own  blood  in  his  Itate  of  humilia¬ 
tion  ;  And  one  of  the  glorious  names  that  properly  be¬ 
longs  to  h  im,  and  he'  is  known  by  in  the  church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  divine  revelation,  (chap.  i.  2,  p.  and  John  i. 
1,  14.)  is  the  eternally  eflentia!  and  perfonal,  who  in 
due  time  became  the  declarative  and  executive  word  of 
God. 

14  And  his  armies,  confining  not  merely  of  the 
heavenly  holt  of  angels,  who  as  miniltring  fpirits  attend 
him,  but  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  of  his  miniltring  fer- 
■vauts  and  faithful  people,  who  are  born  from  above, 
have  their  citizenlhip  in  heaven,  and  are  joined  in  com¬ 
munion  with  the  general  ajjemhly  and  church  of  tbejirjl- 
horn,  vthofe  names  are  written  in  heaven:  Thefe,  like 
a  numerous  and  well-ditcipJined  army  of  the  called, 
thofen  end faithful,  (ebsp.  xvii.  14.)  who  had  lilted  as 

volunteer^ 


Ch,  six. 


I  f  And  oat  of 
hi*  mouth  gorth 
i  fturp  fword  t 
that  whh  it  he 
Ibould  fmife  the 
rations:  and  be 
fh^Ll  rule  them 
with  a  rod  of 
iruo  :  and  be 
treadeth  the  wine- 
prsft  of  the  fierce- 
pert  tod  wrath  of 
Abriigbt^  God. 


1 6  Andbctirtk 
on  bb  fcHarciitd 
on  hU  thigh  a 
name  written  * 
KING  OF 
KINGS,  AND 
LORD  OF 
LORDS* 
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volunteers  under  his  banner,  And  were  headed  and  stni- 
mated  by  Mm,  appeared  as  marching  after  their  glori¬ 
ous  Leader  with  exceeding  pomp  and  fpkndor,  to  make 
up  bis  magnificent  train,  as  mounted,  like  himfelf,  u- 
pon  white  horfes,  the  emblem  of  gofpel-truth  and  pu? 
rity,  joy  and  victory  ;  and  they  feemed  to  be  rich¬ 
ly  arrayed  with  fine  linen,  bright  and  pure,  an  emblem 
of  the  robe  of  rigbttoufnefs  and  garment  of  falvation* 
which,  as  has  been  fajd,  (per*  8,}  lignify  the  rights* 
oufneffes  of  the  faints*  The  meaning  of  all  which  may 
be  confidered  as  pointing  to  fuch  a  itate  of  peace  and 
mumphr  and  of  dignity  and  honour,  like  kings  arid 
priefts  unto  God,  that  the  church  of  Chrift  on  earth 
Ihould  now  be  advanced  to,  as  bears  a  near  rcfemblance 
of  what  is  enjoved  in  heaven* 

*  15  And  to  allure  me  that  the  Captain  of  falvatiori 
would  obtain  his  vi&ories,  not  by  any  power  of  his  fol* 
lowers,  as  of  themfelvcs,  but  entirely  by  his  own  pow¬ 
er,  as  exerted  either  immediately,  or  mediately  by  them, 

1  faw  the  appearanct  of  a  fharp  fword  proceeding  out 
of  his  mouth,  an  emblem  of  his  dreadful  threatmngs, 
and  of  bis  having  the  power  of  the  fword,  which  be 
would  ufe  according  to  his  word,  in  taking  righteous 
vengeance  on  the  idolatrous,  perfecting,  and  finful  na¬ 
tions,  and  would  rule  over  them  by  his  authority  atld 
power,  as  t pith  an  iron  fcepter3  and  iajb  them  in  pieces 
tike  a  potter fs  vtffel3  (Pi,  ii*  9.) ;  And  as,  their  ini¬ 
quity  being  full,  they  were  thoroughly  fitted  for  de- 
ilru&ion,  like  clutters  of  grapes  fully  ripe  to  be  trodden 
and  fqueezed  in  a  wine-prefs  >  fo  he  would  tread  them 
in  his  angerj  and  trample  them  in  bis  fvrj>  (Ifa*  Ixiii.  3*) 
and  thereby  crufh  them  to  death  by  terrible  impreffions 
of  the  heavieft  wrath,  which  is  no  lefs  than  that  of 
God  Almighty,  whofe  power  is  infinite  and  irrefiftible; 
and  none  cm  ft&nd  before  bis  indignation  or  abide  in 
the  fitreenefs  of  bis  anger *  (Nah,  i*  6.) 

1$  And  this  ?iftoriou3  avenger  of  his  church  upon  bis 
and  tbeir  enemies  was  further  reprefented,  as  having  an 
infcription  of  another  of  his  diJtinguifhing  tides,  like 
a  motto  wrote  upon  his  upper  raiment,  and  particularly 
on  that  part  of  it  which  covered  his  thigh,  the  place 
where  the  fword  ufually  hangs  in  order  to  its  being 
drawn,  ( Pf  ilv*  3*)  and  where  ir  might  be  vifible  to 
all  around  him,  importing,  that  he  is,  and  byhismigh* 
xy  a£b  Ibon  would  effeftu&Hy  prove  himfelf  to  be,  by 
way  of  eminence,  thefoverdgn  Lord  and  Ruler  of  all 
the  potentates,  princes,  and  nobles,  of  the  earth  (far  be¬ 
yond  what  the  vain-glorious  monarchs  of  the  Eajl  could 
f  Z  2  claim 
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ctaur*)  to  govern*  influence  or  reftrain*  fave  or  deftroy 
them ;  and  ro  do  hia  wilt,  and  work  by  and  upon  them, 
a>  kerns  belt  in  his  fight* 

i7  And  i  five  iy  And  the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  me  with  a  fenfe 
in  dreadful,  «rcnfivc#  and  compleaf  devastation  he 

he  a\u  with  a  would  make  upon  all  his antichrifl tan  enemies,  IbeheM 
luud  *oi«,  6yin«  an  angel  as  illullrious  and  confpicuous  to  the  whole 
thaa  fly-in6**©  world,  as  if  he  flood  in  the  iridft  of  the  fun  to  be  Teen 
msdft  of  heaven,  of  alt :  And  with  a  voice  ftrong  and  loud  enough  to  be 
Caipeaul  gatrur  faf  and  wide,  hefummoned  all  the  ravenous  birds 

IKiwW^p-  that  fl>'  \a  the  re?io“  of  the,  air»  faying,  in  allu/ion  to 
prr  t-f  the  great  a  day  of  general  fl.urgfcrer,  in  which  the  dead  bodies  of 
GwI »  the  (lain  are  expofed  to  be  devoured  by  thofe  voracious 

animals,  Come  and  gather  yourfclves  together,  to  eat 
the  carcifes  of  thofe  that  fall  in  battle  ;  which  the  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  lordly  (ver.'  16.}  who  is  the  great 
God,  (Tit.  it.  13.)  has  prepared- for  you  to  feaft  upon, 
as  in  a  field  all  over  covered  with  the  dead  bodies  of 
vanquifhed  and  flaughtered  armies  ;  which  may  be  con- 
iidered  as  Chrift’s  call  to  his  people  on  earth,  by  a  com- 
miflioned  angel,  to  rejoice  and  triumph  over  them,  like 
his  guefts,  invited  to  feaft  on  the  facrifice  which  he 
would  make  to  his  wrath  and  jultice,  for  their  actual 
deliverance  from  tbe  power  of  thofe  that  hated  and  op* 
prefled  them. 

eu8»h«  fleflTnf  ^  ^OTne  7e  hither,  that,  to  allude  to  an  ancient 
kingt,  acd  the  prophecy,  {Ezek.  xrsiv.  17, — st.)  ye  may  reg.de  your* 
Ikfhof  captain*,  fdvtj,  and  feed  to  the  full  on  the  carcafes  of  the 
SuJ'mS'sS  w-cted  kinKs  of  the  «»rth»  ani  particularly  of  the 
the*fi.*rn of hertex,  Roman  Popilh  empire}  and  of  the  commanders  of 
■nd  of  th nit  that  armies,  and  of  men  of  migbty  valour  ;  and  may  feaft 
a'a5l  uP°n  *be  flefti  of  war-horfes  and  their  riders;  and 
men,  both  fite  upon  the  flefli  of  all  ranks,  and  orders  of  men  which 
•mi  bon,),  imcIi  had  taken  the  part,  and  joined  in  the  caufcof  anttchrift, 
na  andgrut,  wj,et|jer  they  be  mailers, or  fervanta  and  flaves,  higher 
low,  who  dial)  univerfally  fall  a  prey  to  you,  like  dead 
bodies  on  the  field  of  battle;  which  may  be  confidcred 
as  a  ftroog  figurative  reprefentsrion  of  the  faints  rejoic¬ 
ing  to  divide  tbe  fpcil,  which  will  fall  to  them  by  the 
total  and  ignominious  deftru&ion  of  all  their  enemies, 
as  a  juft  retaliation  for  their  having  (lain  Ohrid's  wit- 
nefiea  ;  and  not  fullered  their  dead  bodies  to  be  put  in 
graves,  but  rejoiced  over  them  in  their  calamitous  cit- 
cumftances.  {Ckap.  xi.  7, — 10.) 

tv  And  I  19  Then,  after  this  fummons  to  feaft  upon  the  fltin, 

A«betft^»itd  the  methought  t  faw  the  antichriftian  bead,  which  repre- 
earth,  fented  Rome  papal,  as  a  perfecutrng  power,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  princes  and  potentates  of  the  earth  that 

fup- 
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nith,  and  their 
irtttei  gathered 
together,  toraaju 
wst  sfainft  him 
4 hit  lilt  cm  the 
h'frf*,  uik!  again  (1 
J;Is  army. 


to  And  the 
htaft  uai  taken, 
im\  wtth  him  the 
fj'fc  propher 
WTOOght  RihMfTrs 
before  him,  *Hh 
which  he  dciciv- 
d  Liven  that  had 
rreeired  the  mark 
of  the  bcaft,  and 
them  that  mor- 
ftKppcdWfinriagr* 
Thdc  both  were 
CTft  ait  »c  into  a 
lake  of  fire  bony* 
tog  with  brim- 

fivOC» 


fupported  it ;  and  the  whole  Pojfe  of  forces,  confifting 
of  all  the  wicked  ami  ungodly,  whether  Papijii,  Ma - 
homstans,  or  Pagans,  even  ail  that  they  could  mutter, 
a (Tenabled  together  to  engage  in  a  vigorous  and  warlike 
oppofitiou  again  it  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords, 
(who  appeared  as  fitting  oh  a  v/f/ite  harfe ,  ver.  i  j,  i6.) 
to  fubvert  his  gofpel  and  kingdom  j  and  again tl  his  ar* 
my  of  faithful  fervauts  to  deitroy  them  that  followed 
him,  as  their  Captain  and  Leader, 

20  And  the  iiiue  of  this  tmila  was,  that  the  anti* 
chritlian  pcrlecuting  power,  which  under  one  figura¬ 
tive  view  has  been  reprefeiued  as  the  beaft,  and  under 
another,  as  the  faffs  prophet^  (chap,  xvi.  Jj.)  who  pre¬ 
tended  to  work  miracles  in  the  fight,  and  under  the 
protection  of  the  beaft,  and  by  his  lying  wonders  im* 
pufed  upon,  and  deluded  the  nations  that  had  openly  pro- 
felled  fubje&ion  to  the  beaft,  am)  in  token  of  it,  wore  its 
mark,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  xiii.  16.)  and  paid  idola¬ 
trous  worlhip  to  him,  and  to  the  images  which  he  had 
fet  up  as  objects  of  religious  adoration.  Both  thefc  ido¬ 
latrous  and  perfecting  powers,  which  may  be  different¬ 
ly  conceived  of  in  their  civil  and  tcclefiaftical  capacities 
(r bap.  xvi.  13.}  fell  as  captives  into  the  conqueror's 
hands;  And  as  the  chiefs  of  rebellious  armies,  when 


fubdued  and  taken  prifoners,  ufe  to  be  moil  exemphri. 
ly  puniihetl;  fo  thefc  who  were  the  ring-leaders  in.  the 
general  apoftacy  and  fevere  perfccuticns,  and  in  this 
war  againfl  Chriil,  and  his  people  and  caufe,  were  grie- 
Youfly  tormented,  like  pVfuns  caff  alive  into  an  aby fs  of 
fire,  burning,  like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ,  with  an  iutenfc 
and  everhlting  flame,  as  chough  mingled  with  brtmffone, 
to  feed  and  raair<taiu  it  with  the  fierceft  rage,  that  it 
never  might  be  quenched.  (Mark  tx.  43,-48.) 
at  And  the  2(  ^.nd  thi  red  of  the  armies,  who,  like  common 
(Us*  with  "the  foldiers,  fought  again  ft  Chrift  and  his  church,  under 
f*ad  of  .him  tbe  command  and  influence  of  thefc  wicked  leaders. 


that  fet  open  the  wcrc  entirdy  vaoquilhed  and  expofed  to  fhame,  like  e- 
/»W(tnt«W  nemies  fliin  and  unboriedia  a  field  of  battle,  by  the 
tiotof  hjimesth:  glorious  Conqueror  who  fat  upon  the  white  horfe,  (ver. 
and  all  |he(o*ts  £Uj  cvcn  j,y  t'ne  {h.irp  fword,  whi-h  was  rcprefcnted  as 
-  *5  proceeding  out  of  his  mouth,  (ver.  15.)  to  intimate  their 

. ■  ’  being  defrayed  by  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  the  bright* 

neft  cf  his  cateing,  (1  Theft",  ii.  8.  ire.) :  And  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fummons  given  before,  ( ver •  17,  *8.)  all 
the  birds  of  prey  fed  upon  their  Pniir  careafes,  and  were 
were  fully  fatiated  with  their  ffclh;  which  may  lignify 
the  famfactioo  that  tbe  church  of  Chrift  will  have  in 
the  lUtcr  deftrucliou  of  the  whole  pewer  of  his  arul 

their 
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their  enemies*  as  the  glory  of  God  will  be  tbtfclry  ma~ 
ni  felted,  and  a  way  opened  for  the  happieft  and  moft 
glorious  ft  ate  of  Cbrtlft  kingdom  on  earth*  then  at  band 
to  take  place* 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

O  with  what  rapturous  hallelujahs  will  the  churcb-tnilitant  on  earth  join  the 
chorus  of  the  church' triumphant  in  heaven,  when  righteous  judgment  fhall  be 
executed  upon  all  the  poivers  of  popery,  and  their  confederate  kings  and  nations 
through  the  world,  and  tvhen  the  public  marriage  of  the  Lamb  fh  all  come !  They 
vn\\  then  afcribefeWat ion,  glory,  honour,  and  power,  with  joyful  triumph  to  the 
Father  and  Son,  either  of  which  may  be  confidcred  in  their  fong  of  praife,  as  the 
Lord  their  God,  even  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent,  whofc  kingdom  rules  overall, 
as  wi!I  then  he  uncontroulably  evident;  and  who,  in  diftin&bn  from  angels  and 
all  mere  creatures,  is  the  only  objeft  of  religious  adoration.  O  happy  fouls,  that 
frail  be  called  to  the  marriage- flipper  of  the  Lamb,  and  be  prefented  to  him  tti 
robes  of  illuftrious  and  fputlefsrighteoufneft,  as  a  bride  richly  adorned,  and  fob 
jy  prepared  for  her  hufband !  How  glurirjue  will  our  Lord  Jefus  appear,  when  he 
Hud)  come  forth,  as  riding  on  a  white  hoorfe,  the  fymbol  ot  victory,  joy,  and  tri¬ 
umph,  tacfpoufe  the  caufe  of  hi#  people,  and  take  vengeance  on  the  combined 
Armies  of  his  enemies  that  rofe  up  in  a  rebellious  war  againft  him ;  and  when  all  his 
true  followers,  as  beautifully ;  mounted  and  arrayed*  (ball  march  after  him,  as  his 
pompous  train,  and  fharers  in  the  hippy  fruits  of  his  conqueft*,  which  they  alio 
obtain  through  him !  He  will  then  be  known  to  be  the  dllntial  and  declarative 
word  oFGod,  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords;  titles  fo  divinely  great,  as 
can  belong  to  none  but  God^FaithfuIneft,  truth,  and  righttmafnefs  rnn  through  alt 
bis  dilpenfations  j  his  penetrating  wifdom  and  univerfal  dominion,  bis  juft  indlg* 
cation,  and  awful  government  and  executions  will  then  be  eminently  manifrltaJ, 
as  fignified  by  flames  offire  darting  from  his  eyes,  by  many  crowns  on  fits  head, 
by  a  fharp  fword  proceeding  out  of  bis  mouth,  by  his  raiment  fprittklcd  with  the 
blood  of  Via  adverfarieB.  and  by  his  ruling  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  treading 
them,  as  ripe  for  deftro  Aion*  in  the  wioe-prefs  of  the  fierce  wrath  of  God  Almigh¬ 
ty.— Ah  l  di  final  havoc,  that  will  then  be  made  upon  alt  the  enemies  of  truth  and 
rightcnufntfs,  of  what  rank  or  degree  foever,  like  careates  flam*  and  left  unturned 
on  a  fidd  of  battle  l  The  beaft  am!  the  fa Ife  prophet *  all  the  tyrannical  and  idola¬ 
trous  powers  of  t hr  Papacy,  fhalibe  exemplarity  ponlfhed,  like  the  chief  leaders 
tofa  rebellion,  that  are  thrown  alive,  into  a  fid  pburou  3  like  of  unquenchable  fire; 
«md  their  whole  army  flialt  miferably  peri  flu  Then  all  the  faints  (hall  be  futnmon- 
cd  to  feize  the  fpoila  of  war »  to  their  full  fatisfa fKon,  like  the  fowls  of  the  air  that 
foaft  npcmtbedead  bodies  of  men,  as  their  prey.  Blefs  the  Lord,  C>  all  ye  his 
ftrvants  that  fear  him,  fmall  and  great:  For  aUthefe  are  the  true  faying®  of  God, 
teftified  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  an  angel,  and  to  an  apoftle  who  are  only  fellow* 
fervants  and  brethren  id  mmiftring  t  hem  to  us,  forourftipport  and  comfort  under 
allprefent  tribulations*  width  ftiaD  certainly  end  tn  a  glorious  ltotc  of  peace,  purity, 
and  all  profperity  to  the  church.  Halellujah! 


CHAP.  XX. 

An  angel  dtfeends  from,  heaven* who  hinds  and Jbuts  up  Satan  in  the 
bottemlefs  pit  for  a  thovfand  years*  during  which  the  church  reigns 
with  Chrijl  in  a  glorious  fate  on  earth,  i, — 6.  Satan  is  loafed  a- 
gain  for  a  little  while  to  deceive  the  nations  once  more ,  and  gathering 
all  his  forces  together*  makes  his  loft  effort  againft  Chrijl  and  his 
church}  which  ijfues  in  their  own  final  and  irretrievable  overthrew. 


Ch.  zx. 
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and  in  the  eternal  torment  of  the  devil.,  together  with  the  be&ft  and 
thefalfe  prophet,  7*— 10.  Hereupon  the  general  judgment  of  the 
great  day  it  defer ibed,  in  winch  all  the  dead  are  gathered  before 
(Arid  on  hit  throne the  books  are  opened,  and  they  are  judged ;  and 
all, that  are  net  found  written  in  the  book  of  life ,  are  caft  into  the  lade  if 
fire  and  brimjione,  to  be  tormented  for  ever,  1 1,-15. . 


Tex-r. 

AND  I  Taw  «l» 

angel  come 
doin  from  he** 
vcd,  having  the 
key  of  the  hot* 
turn  left  pit,  and  a 

£reat  chain  in  hb 
and* 


1  And -he  bid 
hold  on  the  dra* 
that  old  icr- 
pent ,  «nkh  u 
the  devil  and  Se¬ 
wn,  »r-d  bound 
a  UtoUftnd 

S‘««j 


PERIOD  IV, 

P  A  R  A  P  H  R  A  6  *. 

A  FTER  the  foregoing  viGons  of  the  deltru&ion  of 
the  papal  power  and  all  its  adherents,  at  the  end 
of  twelve  hundred  and  ftxty  -years  reign  of  the  beaft, 
methought  1  fa  w  a  glorious  angel  defcend>  as  with  a 
com  mi  Oion  from  the  throne  of  God  iq  heaven*,  and  as 
beariog  two  emblems  of  divine  authority,  which  carried 
an  intimation  of  his  being  the  Lord  Jeftis  Chrift  him- 
felf,  the  Angel  of  God’s  prefence,  who  had  been  repr&- 
fented,  as  having  the  kept  of  hell  and  death ,  and  the  key 
if  David  to  fimt  and  open  without  controut,  and  as 
c  a/ling  out  tbe  great  dragon,  (chap.  i.  l£.  and  iii.  7. 
and  iii.  7, — 9.) ;  and  who  came  to  defirvy  the  devil ,  as 
well  as  htt  works,  (Heb.  ii.  14,  and  1  John,  iii,  £.) 
Accordingly  the  emblems  with  which  he  now  appeared 
were  the  keys  of  heH,  that  horrible  abyfc  (■$«»■■»)  0£ 
darknefs,  mifery,  and  defpair,  in  one  hand,  and  a  large 
ftrong  chain,  for  binding  criminals,  in  the  other ;  to 
fignily  his  trreGftible  power  to  open  the  gate  of  that 
bottomlefs  pit,  and  then  (hut  and  lock  it  fall  upon  thofe 
that  are  cad  into  it ;  and  to  bind  up  all  the  force  of  tbe 
devil  and  his  accomplices  at  pleafure. 

2  Then,  to  execute  his  com  million,  he,  as  feemed 
to  me,  arrefted  and  faxed  upon  the  great  dragon,  who 
had  been  defer  ibed  in  a  former  vifion,  (chap.  xit.  9.) 
as  the  old  ferpent,  whofe  names,  by  which  he  is  mod 
commonly  known,  are  tbe  devil  and  Satan  ;  the  fir  ft  of 
whieh  fignifies  a  Jlanderer  or  faife  accofer ;  and  the  fe- 
cond,  an  adverfary ,  as  this  wicked  fpirit  mod  empha¬ 
tically  Is,  both  of  God  and  his  people :  And  the  Angel 
of  his  prefence  retrained  the  evil  one  from  doing  any 
mifehief,  either  by  fedu&ion  or  violence,  for  a  very  long 
fpace  of  time,  *  which  may  he  called  a  thoufand  years, 

whether 

T  E. 

pi  act* ;  ind  it  is  left  to  the  fe*dtr»$  judg¬ 
ment  to  tkke  it  rrer  in  the  indefinite*  or 
the  literai  fc*;fo  But  fome  have  ima¬ 

gined  {(  think  without  futTieicnt  ground) 
thi*i  ti  c  ro>o  ycim  are  to  he  relieved  to  o 
2nd  lit  it  each  <Uy  ts  to  be  taken  ft*  a 


N  o 

*  The  term  thoufand  I*  often  uftd  in  pro* 
phetic  ftHe  in  indefinite  fenfe,  tor  a  Urge 
and  perfect  nomher,  as  in  Dent.  Iff,  and 

vii,  p.  Lii rid.  xkmi,  30.  ■  Pf,  x<J.  4,  and  xri  7. 
tttn\  ct.  I*  Ecclcf-  vi.  0*  lia-  at  at  sr-  17*  aod 
U,  *t.  and  %  Pet.  iii*  S-  ndih  federal  other 
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3  And  call  him 
Into  the  b  m*nu 
left  pit,  a  rut  fhut 
him  up,  (et  i 
u;w>»  IlifD, 
ihar  hi-  fhiiuld  tic* 
ruv'.  the  n=*ti^nf 
1:0  t\n^\xi  hi'j  tin: 
t  yc*rs 

fh  he  fulfil* 
Jr;J  i  ai\J  sfi  ifj 
tVatr  he  mull  be 
fo'd  u.  JLiJe 

Jiri  i^a* 


1  i  And  I  Aw 

ihroncs^and  (hey 
At  upon  them, 
aod  judgment 
was  pt»  itnto 
them :  arid  Ifaitr 
the  (on:*  *  F  them 
that  were  behead¬ 
ed  i%r  ihe  uu»e& 
of  JrfiiS*  hiM  for 
iheword  of  God, 
und  ulikh  had 
not- 


whether  meant  preufeiy  of  juft  fo  many,  or  iridefiiiite* 
ly  fnr  a  grrat  number  tit  years. 

3  And  the  angrl  thr?w  him  down  into  the  great  un¬ 
fathomable  deep  oi  Confinement  and  horror,  {Matib* 
viii,  tg+  sgJ  Luke  tift.  31.)  and  (hut  him  up  as  a 
dole  prifener  in  hell,  a*  in  a  dark  and  difmal  dun* 
geon,  and  kept  him  m  fafe  cuflody  there,  th£  em¬ 
blem  of  which  was  fetting  a  (zzl  over  bim,  in  allulion 
to  the  cuftom  of  fecuring  doors  by  a  fed,  like  what 
was  fet  on  the  ft ones  that  were  laid  at  tbe  mouth  of  the 
lions*  den,  and  of  ChriftVfepuichrc,  (Dan.  \U  17* 
and  Mattb*  xxvii.  <56,  fee  the  note  there.)  And  all 
this  was  done  to  the  end  that  tbe  great  adversary*  tbe 
devil,  might  no  longer,  as  in  times  pad,  go  about  like 
a  Soaring  Hon  fieking  vjbfim  be  may  devour i  (1  Pet.  v,  8.) 
nor  might  delude  and  miflead  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
as  formerly,  into  iniquity,  error,  and  perfccution,  till 
thofe  thoufaod  years  fhoutd  be  expired  s 

and  after  thatf  (ver.  t,  8.)  according  to  dmue  ap¬ 
pointment  ami  permilGon,  his  reftraim  mu  ft  be  taken 
off  fcf  a  tfery  thert  fpace  .of  time,  compared  with  his 
former  dominion,  and  with  the  thoufand  years  of  his 
confinement  $  the  jJTufcof  all  which  wilt  be  ttf  his  great* 
er  cortfutiofl,  and  tbe  Saviours  greater  glory. 

4 -Upon  the  fbremehtioned  deliverance  of  the  church 
of  Chrifl  from  all  diflurbaiice  hy  the  efforts  of  Satan, 
1  faw  an  appearance  of  glorious  thrones,  and  of  per  Tons 
feared  with  honour  and  dignity  upon  them,  to  whom  the 
authority  of  ruling  over  their  enemies*  and  exereifing 
eccitiiaftical  and  civil  jurifdi&ion  was  committed,  and 
for  whom  righteous  judgment  had*  at  length,  been 
given  again!!  *11  thofe  that  bad  unjultly  reproached, 
persecuted,  and  oppreffed  them :  And  I  beheld  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  fouls  *  of  thofe,  whoasone  focicty  with 

their 


H  o 

which  would  (he  duration  cf 

ibis  period  about  365,000  years. 

*  * 1  The  (note  o\m  tht^»  rhar  were  behead* 
**  Cf!  lor  the  witnefs  of  Jeili*/1  may  he  con - 
J:d;:c;!  £>  tTuani,  nor  uf'rhc  individual  per- 
1  ^  ilvi!  LS'.-ivd  iTWitj  idem  for  his  fake, 
h-L  t  f  their  in  the  fame  I'pirit, 

wlu>  brin^  of  irfv  temper  far  fahh,  pa* 
tinner,  icA,  and  fortitude,  and  profeifing 
the  jtitnc  dntlrincs  ulrh  the  ii:ariyr5t  atre 
one  body  wfrh  them,  and  Jn  Jo  the  lUlc  of 
prophecy  migh;  be  fpoicn  a*,  at  thnu^htbey 
vcic  the  ljiiie  perfons,  u\  like  manner  as 
Jolui  the  Gaprilt  fecallc-l  Elias,  liccaufe  lie 
came  id  the  fpirit  and  p-.wer  of  Eihn,  (Mat* 
si,  14*  arid  xvlh  n.  compared  witli  L-uke 
tukl  m  KojuwutkhtillUa  is  ia  fwv- 


T  E. 

ral  pktci  of  this  prophecy  called  Sodom, 
E^ypk  and  fJzbylon,  on  aceouiaof  its  be* 
\n%  like  them  in  idolat^  pride^  luxury, 
and  cmefcy  i  and  the  two  witoefliis  that  mere 
to  prophecy  m  fkkdoth  jitfo  days  of  yci^, 
(chap,  d.  3.)  could  not  mean  the  fame  in. 
dividual  perfons,  but  a  fucocflioi)  of  them 
that  jvrjiiy  in  the  fame  faith  and  profefljon; 
(See  alfo  the  note  on  i  'I'hefT,  ii.  3.)  When 
therefore  it  u  faid,  14  i  he  Avl*  of  them 
u  that  were  beheaded  for  the  wltnefs  of 
**  Jefos  lired  arid  reigned  *ith  ChriA  a  thw. 
“  land  ym^11  this  maybe  taken^  accord¬ 
ing  to  prophetic  flile,  iir  a  tnetapborical 
iinfc,  and  may  fignify  a  fueceflidu  of  iucht 
in  like  manner  a*  the  two  wimcjlu  being 
kilitd,  uud  their  tl  dead  bodies  riling  attd 
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us*  worifcippod 
ti  c  heart,  neither 
his  image,  nei¬ 
ther  had  received 
kh  xnuk  upon 
their  forehead^ 
l>j-  in  their  hands; 

they  Itted 
ii:  d  rxi^ned  with 
ti.rili  a  thou&od 
years* 


their  predeceflors,  may  be  (aid  to  hare  fuffl-red  martyr¬ 
dom  by  being  beheaded,  or  pot  to  other  crud  deaths  for 
the  fake  of  tbeir  faithful  teftimvny  to  Chrift,  as  the  on¬ 
ly  Saviour,  -ar«d  to  the  written  word  of  God,  as  the  on* 
iy  rule  at  faith,  wotfhip,  and  obedience}  and  who  bad 
maintained  their  integrity  with  the  tSpitit,  faith  and  pa¬ 
tience  of  martyrs,  without  fub mining,  through  fear  of 
tortures,  or  death}  to  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  or  pay¬ 
ing  religious  homage  to  him,  or  to  any  idols  of  his  fet- 
ting  up  ;  and  had  neither  promoted  nor  owned  the  pow¬ 
er  of  The  antichrittian-beatt,  as  though  they  had  been 
diftinguithed  by  bearing  his  badge  upon  their  foreheads 
or  their  hands.  (See  the  note  on  chap.  xiir.  16.}  And 
tlicfe;  together  with  their  fuccelTors  of  the  fame  fpirir, 
lived  as  a  fpiritual  and  political  body  in  a  much  happier 
fUte  than  ever  before :  and  the  Jews  being  converted, 
and  the  fuheis  of  the  Gsntiics  brought  in,  they,  who 
vote.  before 


on  tfccir  fett,*  «  to  "be  ander- 
lltv'i!,  chip,  si,  and  uijJte  rdtnTitbiji 

ot  1  ncl  t'r  as  thdr  c^p-ivicy  is  called  ihcir 
■■  lmng  and  (bn ding  on  ftfdr  feel,  and 
**  God'j  opening  their  gravci,  and  cmitiog 
*'  them  to  oomc  out  of  their  graver,  (iitek. 
xxjcvii.  to,  ii.)  *Bd  w  the  convcrhun  of 
tr.e  Jews  in  the  iafl  daysfc  fpoken  of,  as 
*fc  life  from  the  dead,  (R.om.  xl  ty.)  Sic- 
conini^ly  the  Joints  u  living  and  ui^niug 
*%  with  O.riiV*  may  relate  to  ihsir  abite* 
danc^of  fpiritttjKty,  p w and  glory, 
tave,  and  joy*  irroquiiUy  *od  lately  3  rnd  10 
the  power  of  civil  majidracy,  as  being  in 
their  tumds,  artd  excrd&d  with  gvcii  cotho- 
rity  and /new'*,  for  fhpprrilhjg  ail  iniquity 
>nd  propfiantitcfs*  n«d  promoting  tree  i«U* 
vhm  trtd  hoUnds  iti  rfrote  happy  d&ys.— 1  n* 
jitjT  infVrtfjhle,  that  mory  learned  and  j/khis 
men  I  rave  put  a  literal  conftru&ion  ui;  (hi* 
pmphrey,  to  denote  t  proper  refurr-tHim 
t it  the  ikid  bodies  r,f  former  maiiyri,  *inl 
(n*  mine  of  ihtm  think)  of  *11  other  d.'porl* 
a\  Hint*;  and  they  aoctirdingly  fuppo&  thdt 
their  dead  bodies  fhalt  be  railed  to  life,  and 
idyn  in  a  glorious  manner  w jib  t’hiid,  as 
rtiiofwiiy  and  vifibly  tttung  oh  hi*  throne 
ibr  a  thniifafid  years  upon  earth-  a$  I 
can  fcarce  think  that  the  cordial  pieve.  ee 
of  Chriit  will  be  removed  for  a  ihoutifitl 
yesrs  frnm  heaven  to  ibis  tanh,  to  a  litfr*] 
lC-orrgtfion  oi  all  the  bodies  of  the  frmtfc  is 
jVokenof.as  **  in  a  moment,  inthetwlrjihr.g 
of  in  ere,  If  the  hit  tramp/'  ill  urcicr  lo  fiCT 
nccthiij  ihe  i^ard  in  the  air,  a;nl  brhi;.;  <*tih 
him,  not  on  earth*  tut  for  ever  in  heiven* 
fj  Cor.  is?.  51,  and  1  Thrfi’  iv*  itf,  17.) 
And  after  the cxtiipatiou  of  iMs  th  ^ia;id 
and  if  «r  .Sa:in  fhall  locfld 
f>r*  while  &t  the  en-t  ihcnt,  l  ave 


him  thm  the  rairtyn,  or  my  other  rahita* 
had  rofc  lo  long  a  time,  before,  vet-  »,  i> 
of  this  chapter.  (Sec  the  notes  ibeit.) 
And  as  u  proper  re*OiTcdUo«  it  never  «• 
p relied  10  Scr;p:nre  by  the  miring  or  living  ■ 
ugaiti  of  ihc  toni,  hut  only  of  the  body ;  10 
it  fftxrttxtfnndy  forced  10  under  ft  and  the 
“  agnin  of.  the  immortal  ibnhH  of 

them  that  were  behraded  is  ddVripiivt  of  * 
.literal  rcKiirrcfHfmi  awl  a  rrfur  reft  ion  of  the 
Imdits  of  gl milled  to  lire  00  earth  <6f 

a  thou  (and  yem,  +cvm>  tnoonllftem  with  the 
lniilimcr  Iciicicy  and  (mnnur  that  their  fopU 
were  poftciled  o4'  Ijefore  h\  heaven,  mid  with 
thrir  ber;'*  liable  i*j  1  >n  deteired,  in  rule  ix»- 
tan  had  Ovt  iictu  rrttruin&l,  as  a|£i  vuh  the- 
tniuik  tliAt  muA  lurciiaMty  ariie  to  them 
from  (be  ifpitfiihn  which  he  amt 

lui  army  v.mdd  m.Ac  itgainil  them  at  the 
expiration  of  efte  tl'.oufmj  tears  in  which  he 
w*>  bound.  Tl  muil  Ukeut  e  he  an  «cw4' 
dvWiiuCO'  of  their  ixiiotd  digniijr  «nd 
dc*:ga;  in  umucdMJc  p; cfer.ee  tf  Chi;ft 
eti  Wu  kciivtoly  ihntr.c,  tu  exchange  them 
ibr  Aiiy  pkafi-rus  ur  honour*  upon  the  earthy 
cf-ieuidiy  if  (us  finr  c  Idil'invarict  vnag'tM) 
they  arc  to  be  enit-rraiiKd  with  any  fciridve 
enjoyments.  JlrWlilthy  on  the  Milieu* 

mam,  mid  Mr  Durham**  fefhiret,  ioiro- 
dintlory  to  hi*  exp'ditiou  of  tbiv  chi]>;er.)  I 
therefore  rather  iodine  to  thkik  that, 
cmdhtg  tu  tin:  flilr  of  prophecy,  and  part- 
Oilariy  in  till*  b-vil;,  wmch  U  hgtirative,  sit 
thw  tonus,  *»t  iuerally  to  the  rcftfrrtflKm 
*if  ill*  m^riytv  or  othtriiLint*,  *od  the-  per* 
idifcl  nrigii  Child  a  thoufimd  years: oih 

tavib  ;  but  li^ara^tly,  ai;d  in  a  fpirunal 
fri i|V,  ior  |*LnioUj  fkv'v  U'  long  UMinwmoa 
xo  t!.c  ciitirch  on  curviv ;  ulrerlvcr  for  iht  jire* 
dfv  ur.uiber  of  a  (boef.^d  J  of  not. 


an  account  of  the  pcneraJ  rdu?rcction  of  -U  ;Lv  00  vcr.  i.) 

pciiiof,  hvitbout  iLoyc^:epiijOj  or  the  L-aft 
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before  had  fuff; red  with  Chrifit  (Rom.  viii.  iy.  and 
aTiin.xi.  t  2.)  now  reigned  with  him  on  earth,  under 
him,  and  by  virtue  of  his  powerful  influence,  and  of 
their  relation  to  bim,  in  a  glorious  ftate  of  reft,  love 
and  praee,  of  light,  liberty,  and  holinefs,  of  victory  and 
dominion  over  their  enemies,  and  of  a]]  manner  of 
profpetity  and  fafety,  during  the  forementioned  thou¬ 
sand  yem>,  in  which  Satan  was  bound,  and  fhut  up  in 
prifon,  that  neither  he,  nor  his  iollrumems  might  de- 
f  Cat  the  reft  ceive  or  annoy  them.  ^ 
or  the  d«d  I  *ed  5  But  »3  to  the  reft  who,  in  comradtfttncnon  to  thefc, 
■or  again,  until  had  wcrjbipped  the  be afit  &e.  and  wer ttbe  remnant  that 
Tcan  Wert's*  were  fiain  with  the /word  of  him  that  fat  on  the  borfe, 
<d.  This  fi  the  {chap. xir.  ai.)  *;  they  were  fo entirely  fubdued,  that 
rtiiiKtfiion.  rliey  loft  all  their  power  and  authority,  and  had  no  fuccef- 
fors  of  the  fani'e  wicked  and  active  fpirit  and  temper  to 
furvive  them  till  the  rhoufand  years  of  the  faints  living 
and  reigning  with  Chrift  were  expired;  and  fo,  during 
tbis  glorious  period,  the  anctcbriftian  perfecuting  party 
will  be  reduced  ro  a  political  death,  as  the  witnefTes  pro* 
phefying  in  fackcloth  had  been  before:  And  then  the 
church  of  Chrift  will  be  fo  exceedingly  happy  and  prof- 
-psrous  in  all  its  temporal  and  fpiritnal  concerns,  as 
may  julUy  be  efteemed,  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  are- 
fufretVioo  from  the  dead,  as  the  reftoration  of  Ifraei 
from  their  captivity,  and  the  general  conversion  of  the 
Jews  are  defetibed, \Bztk.  xxrvii.  to,  iz.  and  Rom.  xi. 
1£.)  this  glorious  ftate  of  the  church  in  the  Millennium 
may  well  be  called  the  jirjl  refurre£liont  as  u  will  pre¬ 
cede,  and  may  he  conlidered  as  a figure  of  the  re.urrec- 
tion  of  the  body  afterwards  unto  eternal  life, 
c  elefled  and  <S  That  man  is  richly  blefled  of  God,  and  efleduslly 
holy  a  he  ih«t  fanttified  by  his  Spirit,  that  (hall  fhare  in  all  the  ho- 

4rtUen!rn!a*ra*  nours  an^  delights  of  this  firfi  refurredion  to  a  ftate  of 
fach  the  fc  freedom  from  his  former  troubles  and  temptations,  and 
tond  death  hath  of  as  complete  happinefs  and  conformity  to  the  holy 
^be  i|IW8e  thrift,  as  can  be  enjoyed  on  earth,  and  that, 
prirfh  of  God,  as  a  certain  pledge,  earneft  and  lively  foretafte  of  all 
and  Omit,  perfection  in  heaven.  Though  fuch  as  tbefe  may  die 
**^!i  hwf,  [j^  corporally  as  well  as  the  wicked,  they  {hall  not,  like 
a„d  veart  them,  die  eternally,  or  feel  any  of  their  miferies  in  the 

lake 


note. 

*  **  There  if  mention,  (fajrs  Mr  L/w*  Chrift,  theft  persecutors  ire  called  the  rgm- 
min)  in  this  prophecy*  of  toot  Jcvd  th ^  tJw  dead 

pcFfoDt  .  thofe  Mvo  were  fl  tin  for  the  “  wit*  church  raifed  to  life,  and  living  and  reigning 
«  net  of  Jtfui,"  and  th  ole  that  were  flam  for  ft  thousand  year*,  and  the  enemies  of  the 
**  by  the  fword  of  him  that  fat  on  the  church  remaining  dei.d,  and  not  living  again 
horfe."  As  here  U  an  aocoant  of  the  till  the  thoufaod  fears  were  fint Ibod,  will  *v- 
*V;ath  of  faithful  Chrlflians  by  tbeir  perfee-  aftly  agree  in  the  fame  figurative  meaning/* 
<oi s  a/iJ  of  their  pe^ftcutor*  ihcruftlvc*  hy  Sc*  th*  whole  of  note.) 


Ch.  zx. 


Tie  Revelation  parapbrafci,  363 

like  that  burns  with fire  and  brimfione,  (chap.  xxi.  J.)  i 
which  may  he  called  the  fecund  death t  as  it-  comes  after 
the  death  of  the  body ;  But  they*  in  a  fticceRion  of  them» 
(hall  be  vifi bly  confecrated  10  God  the  Father,  and  to 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  as  a  kingdom  of  pried*,  entirely 
devoted  to  .their  fervice  in  the  beauties  of  holinefs,  with 
freedom  and  delight}  and,  as  has  beeirfaid,  (ver.  4*) 
they  (hall  be  advanced  to  all  civil  and  religious  dignity 
and  authority  with  Chrift,  in  a  due  fubordination  to 
him,  their  Lord  and  king,  through  the  whole  duration 
of  the  thoufand  years  of  that  rauft  happy  ftate  of  the 
church  on  earth. 


PERIOD  V. 

T  And  wh«u  y  And  at  the  expiration  of  the  thoufand.  years.  In 
th<  which  the  faints  (hall  triumph  with  glory,  and  meet 

St»naPeft*H  *  he  with  no  difturbance  from  any  of  theit  enemies,  their 
Moied  out  M  hit  grand  adverfary,  the  devil,  (hall  be  again  fufFered  to  go 
P"100'  forth  for  a  little  feafon,  as  out  of  his  prifon,  in  which 

he  had  been  (but  up,  (ver,  3.);  and  (hall  try  his  laft 
and  utmoft  effort  again#  them  j  their  bappy  ftate  on 
earth  not  being  perpetually  to  abide,  as  that  of  the  hea- 
venly  ftate  will. 

s  And  flull  jo  4  And  Satan  beij:^  releafed,  by  divine  permiffion, 
our  to  docctve  the  from  the  total  reftraint  that  Chrift  had  laid  upon  him  for 
"re  in  the  four  a  thoufand  years,  will  then  purfue  his  own  malicious 
quarters  of  the  temper  and  defigns,  as  he  had  done  before,  again# 
earth,  Gog  and  Qhnft  and  his  church,  .by  endeavouring,  once  more, 
tl,cn  toother  to  to  derude  and  draw  alter  him  people  of  various  nations, 
butte :  the  niim-  whether  confifting  of  fuch  formal  profeflors,  as  external- 
rhe^nTof  the  ^  *n  w*^  church,  and  durft  not  do  otherwife, 
fa.  in  the  years  of  its  ilourifhing  ftate,  but  were  at  bearc 

difaffetfted  to  the  purity  of  the  gofpel  and  the  power  of 
godlincfs ;  or  con  Citing  of  fuch,  as  thro*  enmity  or  fear, 
flew  to  as  diflant  countries  as  they  could  *,  even  all  fe* 
cret  and  open  enemies  to  real  religion,  where-cver  they 
were  fpread  abroad  toward  the  Eaft,  Weft,  North,  and 
South  through  the  earth  :  Thcfc,  for  their  great  multi¬ 
tude,  and  for  their  wicked,  envious,  ambitious  and  op- 
preffive  temper,  and  the  utter  deArucfion  which  they  at 
Jail  will  be  brought  to  *,  may  figuratively  be  ftiled  Cog 

and 


NOT  E. 


*  All  the  gwfle*  I  have  met  with  about 
the  fignilicatMii  of- Gog  and  Myoj,  in  an 
application  of  it  to  any  particular  nation, 
people,  or  party  upon  cirri' ,  t»r  to  the 
wicked  that  were  politically  dead,  and  fup- 
pnftd  to  be  now  railed  again,  appear  to  me 
io  very  unfitisfyingj  fanciful,  and  unlikely, 


that  1  have  contented  ntyfclf  with  (orb  a  ge¬ 
neral  accrau.;,  at,  according  to  the  flile  of 
p  ophecy,  fti  I  -milrarljr  ofed  in  thU  hook, 
may  ar.t-vcr  to  the  tbaraftcr  of  Gog  and  Ma- 
go?  :  l  or  as,  in  'Li,  imok  of  prophecy,  the 
antirltriilian  po'.vt ri  were  tilled  Egypt  and 
liasylsr,  ii.S  and  xri.  ij.  and  xvii. 

*•) 
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9  And  they 
«cot  up  on  the 
bread ;li  of  the 
earth*  ami  com* 
paiRd  the  camp 
of  the  £:iirs  a- 
fawt,  and  the  be- 
hvcii  city:  and 
tre  came  down 
from  God  out  of 
hevrtnj  and  de¬ 
voured  them* 


joyir*d  the  de¬ 
vil  ihat  fleeced 
rtxm ,  wnrt  ca£t 
hi:*>  the  his  of 
lire  tod  brim¬ 
stone*  where  the 
bcift  end  the  fclfc 
prophet  /»tt,  and 
he  t:>m)cnt- 
rd  day  nod  ni^ht, 
^rever  and  ever. 


and  Magogs  wlio,  aa  Egypt  and  had  been  before* 

were  the  taft  powerful-  ami  inveterate  adverfaries  to  Ij- 
rael,  according  to  the  prophetic  account  of  them,  (Ezek. 
chaps,  xxxriii.  and  xxxlx.)  all  thefe  will  Satan  pta£Life 
upon,  by  his  artful  in  fin  unions,  to  alTemble  themfelvcs 
together  into  one  grand  army,  and  unite  their  forces, 
by  all  ways  and  means  pcflible,  againft  the  church,  to 
mar  its  profnurity,  and  regain  his  loft  power  aver  it; 
and  they  were  Inch  3  prodigious  multitude,  as,  like  the 
fand  of  the  fca-lhore,  is  innumerable.  ' 

9  And  I  faw  in  my  villon;  that  this  huge  hoftr-wtth 
Satan  at  their  head  as  their  captain-genera),  fpread  them- 
feircs  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  particularly  over 
the  breadth  of  Immanuel's  land,  (I/a.  viii.  8.);  and,  to 
allude  to  the  encampments  of  Ijrael  about  the" taberna¬ 
cle  in  the  wiMefncf-,  (Numb.  ii.  2,  drr.)  theyfurfound- 
ed  the  tents  of  God’s  peculiar  and  holy  people,  in  the 
midft  of  which  his  tabernacle  was  fet,  that  they  might 
harrafs  and  didrefs  them ;  And,  to  allude  to  Ifraci's 
fectlemenc  afterwards  at  Jerufalsm,  thefe  bold  enemies 
encompafl'ed  the  church,  which,  like  a  city  was  com¬ 
pacted  together  in  beautiful  order,  and  which  God  had 
loved,  and  chofim  and  delighted  to  dwell  in,  that  they 
might  bsfiege,  and  dellroy  it  by  their  united  attacks  u- 
pou  it :  and  while  they  were  engaged  in  this  daring  at¬ 
tempt,  the  fire  of  God’s  wrath,  like  what  he  threatened 
to  Gog  and  Magog,  (Kzek.  xxxviii.  22.  xxxlx.  6.)  came 
down  from  heaven,  and  utterly^confumed  them  in  the 
general  conti.vgration  of  tbe  fail -day,  and  in  the  eternal 
fire  that  follows- it!  an  emblem  of  which  had  been  given 
in  the  overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  as  God  rained 
lire  and  brim  Hone  from  heaven  to  detlroy  thofe  wicked 
cities.  (Jude,  ver.  7.} 

to  And  the  devil  liimfclf,  that  grand  deceiver,  trho 
had  influenced  his  fufejscU  to  combine  together,  and 
fet  themfelvts  in  battle-array  againft  the  church,  and 
had  headed  them  in  their  oppolition  to  it,  was  thrown 
down  front  all  his  dominion,  and  plungtd  into  a  deep 
and  large  pi:,  which  burned  with  the  moil  dreadful 
torture,  as  with  unquenchable  fife  and brimftoae;  where 
the  perfecting  and  idolatrous  papal  powers,  that  had 
'been  repretented  under  the  figures  of  the  bcaft  and  the 

falfs 


note. 

S-}_  hecivfc-  they  wm-sneient  opprrJSve  cne- .  raofe  they  were  the  Jail  powcifnl  enemies  in 
rnies  to  Ifrael ;  £1  the  wit  cn^'.’.u-s  to  :hc  Unci,  after  their  delivers, we  from  captivity, 
tine  riborch,  after  the  it.-ufjiiJ  yean  of  it<  heforc  his  firft  coming,  u  appears  from  the 
p  eipcrity,  before  the  fci-jni  ccminjj  of  j*th,  .37th,  }8th,  aud  39th  chapters  u.' 
CitHfi,  may  Sc  titled  C sj  and  i:;-  EtskieL 
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falfc  prophet,  were  already  Differing  the  tlue  reward  of 
rh  sir  abominable  and  comp'; cared  iniquities,  {chap*  xix. 
20.) ;  and  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  being  then  at 
band,  to  which  Satan  was  rtferved  in  ever  lading  chains 
vf  darknefs,  (Jade,  wr.  6.)  he  fh all  be,  rot" barely  fe- 
flrained,  as  he  was  before,  for  a  thuufind  years,  (ver. 
2,  3.};  but  (ball  be exquititeiy  toi mewed,  together  with 
thofehis  chief  inftrimunt?,  incciT-<ntly  without  relaxa¬ 
tion  or  end,  in  the  everlajlingfn  prepared for  the  devil 
and  his  angels,  (Matth.  xxv.  41.);  which  may  be  called 
a  lake  of  fire  and  brintjione,  in  a]  lull  on  to  the  folphurc- 
ouS  iahe,  where  Sodom  ?:>d  Gomorrah  flood,  when  tbs 
Lord  rained  fire  and  brivijtone  upon  them  to  deiiroy 
them.  {Gen.  six.  24,  25.) 

PERIOD  VI. 


11  Andlfiw  n  And  for  the  execution  of  divine  wrath  upon  thfle 
t'lroa^JwThim  r'nS^eat^ers  *n  wickednefs,  and  upon  all  that  lived  and 
tim  tit  on  u,  died  under  their  dominion,  I  further  beheld  a  magtiifi- 
from  whofe  face  cent  throne  of  judgment,  awfully  glorious,  anti  filming 
®'.th  ’15uftr*°us  a"1*  fpotleft  purity,  free  from  all 

ktid  there  v  J  injuft  ice ;  and  faw  the  Lord  jefus*  ns  Judge  of  the  whole 
fomd  no  place  world,  feated  upon  it,  wtiofe  appearance  was  ( b  auguft, 
forthew,  powerful,  and  tremendous,  that  all- nature  feemed  to  fly 

before  him;  and  the  former  date  of  the  earth,  and  of 
the  elementary  heaven  faffed  away ;  which  ^  being  fit  on 
Jirey  were  diffoived  and  melted  with  fervent  heat t  in  or* 
der  to  the  introduftion  of  the  vew  heavens  and  new 
eartbj  wherein  dwells  rig hteovj heft,  [2  Pet-  iii.  10, — 13.) 
the  preterit  frame  of  things  fo  entirely  vaiuthcd*  that 
there  was  no  remainder  of  them* 

tx  And  l  Civ  1 2  And  I  faw*  in  this  vifion,  all  the  dead,  both 
w  an^  kicked  which  were  now  railed  from 

before  their  graves*  whether  they  were  high  or  low*  rich  or 


w  o 

*  This  description  of  the  toil  judgment 
entity  caret  (poods  to  <nir  Lord^t  own  re¬ 
present  artonof  the  unlvcrGd  jndjpneiit,  (ch* 
xxii.  11.)  **  when  ha  flwll  lit  00  tbc  throne 
‘ *  oS  his  afor^  and  all  nations  (ball  be  gi- 
11  thcred  before  him/*  at  the  ftms  time,  for 
judgment  to  pa  lit  on  the  righteous  and  rh* 
wicked,  according  to  the  proof  that  that! 
thro  be  given  of  thdr  different  dunOcrs, 
(Matth.  xxv.  ji, — 44.)  and,  fpcaking  of 
that  rokmn  d3j}  he  fiid,  Then  lie  Hull 
*l  reward  trery  mu  according  hi*  work*,** 
(Matth.  ftvii  *7.)  The  apoftle  Pa«t  alto 
fays,  that  *■  God  will  fender  to  every  man 
“  according  to  hit  deeds*”  (Root-  it*  <L  See 


the  note  there)  and  that  if  we  m»(l  all  ap- 
**  pear  before  the  jihigmenr-feat  of  Chritk* 
4*  chat  every  one  may  receive  the  thiols  done 
**  in  his  body  to  that  he  has  done, 

u  whether  it  jood  or  bad/*  (t  Goi\  v.  10. 
fife  alfo  1  Tiled’,  i,  — 10.)  ft  there  fare  is 
molt  naM.irjt  to  coniider  “  the  dead's  (bud' 
**  iag  before  G^d*  and  their  being  judged 
H  scom  ding  to  tilth  works/'  as  meant  not 
barely  of  die  jiidjmmt  of  the  wicked,  but 
of  the  nnivcrfal  judgment  of  alt  mankind; 
nor  is  it  otberitifo  ealy  to  carctUc  why  the 
book  of  life,  which  the  wicked  bavo  09 
fhaicin,  is  hero  ib  particularly  meiHaeud 
in  the  pnreefs  of  thb  juJgracm* 
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before  God s  and  poor,  magiftrates  or  pea  fan  ts,  older  or  younger  prrfons, 
opened  °  a  nd!^  (landing,  in  the  immediate  prefence  of  Chrift,  to  be 
iber  book  »as  judged  by  him,  who  is  God,  as  well  as  man,  to  whom 
opened,  wh'iLh  is  ail  judgment  is  committed,  (John  v.  22.) ;  and,  to  al- 
IndtbedMd  lude  to  the  molt  accurate  modes  of  procefe  in  human 
judged  ©ut  of  courts  of  judicature,  methoughc  I  faw  the  book  of  di- 
tfane  things  vine  omniictcuce,  in  which  are  critically  regiftered  all 
trab  theb^kt*  the  tho.ughts»  words,  and  deeds,  of  every  one ;  and  the 
artordbjm  their  book  of  eonfcience,  which  tallies  to  it  ;  and  the  bi*oks  of 
ww**-  the  law  of  nature,  and  of  the  revealed  law  and  gofpei, 

the  only  rules  of  judgment,  ( Rm .  ii.  is,— 16.)  alio- 
pened,  in  order  to  this  innumerable  multitude's  being 
brought  to  their  public  and  foleam  trial :  And  another 
book  of  eternal  decrees  of  love  and  grace  was  opened, 
which  contained  the  names  of  all  that  were  enrolled  iu 
heaven  for  eternal  life,  as  thefe  whom  the  Father  bad 
given  to  tbe  Son  to  be  redeemed,  fan&ificd,  and  faved 
by  him,  on  which  account  it  may  be  (tiled  tbe  LamVt 
hook  of  itfe,  (chap,  stilt.  8.  and  xxi,  ay.)  And  ail  the 
-  dead,  being  railed  again,  were  tried,  together  with  thole 
then  alive  on  eartb,  (i  Cor.  xv.  51,  5a.  and  1  Tbeff. 
iv,  15, — 17.)  and  had  a  decifrve  and  tinal  fentence  paf* 
fed  upon  them,  anfwerabie  to  the  things  that  were  re» 

-  corded  in  thofe  books  refpe&ively,  according  to  the  evi¬ 
dence  of,  and  in-  proportion  to,  their  feveral  works, 
whether  good  or  bad,  as  they  tedified  in  judgment  for, 
1  And  the  fea  or  againft  their  being  real  ChriAians. 
gawnp  tb*  dead  1 3  And  this  final  judgment  was  fo  abfolutely  uni* 

whkVwcre  in  it;  verfal,  that  not  only  they,  that-  had  been  buried  in  the 
f"j!  .<^Ab  .**d  earth,  rofe  out  of  their  graves;  but  tbey  atfo,  that  had 
the  de*d  wfakh  been  funk  ana  corned  m  the  waters  of  the  great  deep, 
in  them ;  were  raifcd  by  tbe  omnipotent  command  of  him  who 
jodpfcvLymM  ^at  uP°n  l^c  tb^ne,  (wr.  ii.)  fo  that  neither  the 
uc^dutgurtlieir  earth,  nor  the  fta,  nor  any  repofitory  whatbevrr, 
works.  could  retain  their  bodies  under  the  power  or  death, 

but  were  forced  to  refign  them  f.  And  the  fouls 
of  them  that  exited  in  a  feparatc  ftate,  by  means  of 
death,  were  fummoned,  to  appear  together  with  tlteir 
bodies,  before  the  great  Judge  of  all  ;  and  could  be  no 
longer  held  in  their  lute  of  Reparation,  which  religued 
them.  And  all  thele  were  impartially  tried,  and  recei¬ 
ved  fentence  according  to  the  kind,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  their  refpettive  works,  whether  good  cr 
evil,  as  witntrQing  for  or  againft  them. 

note.  54  And 

f  As"  tbe  Greek  ward  (sJa,-)  commonly  make  a  mucheifier  eooftinHion  of  d«tfi  -uij 
fignifici  “the  (late  of  fiparait  )  pints,  I  have  hdl  being  11  call  into  the  late  of  tux,”  thus 
-taken  it  nnifoimSv  in  thin  Imtc,  both  here  any  that  t  have  art  with, 
and  ia  (bc-neal  v.ifc,  where 'it  lean*  19 
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3«» 


f  4  And  death 
and  hdl  were  call 
into  tbc  Jake  of 
fire :  Thu  u  iht 

frcood  death. 


And  who¬ 
soever  was  not 
found  wriiten  in 
iJk  book  of  Ii-c, 

was  (alt  iiiio  die 
lake  of  Iks. 


14  And  from  this  time  forward,  not  only  death  and 
the  grave  loti  alt  their  dominion;  but  the  dead  bodies  of 
the  kicked,  and  their  foals  that  had  before  exifted  ia 
a  feparatc  (late,  were,  in  execution  of  the  fentence 
palled  upon  them,  thrown  with  mighty  vengeance  into 
the  dreadful  abjrfs  of  unquenchable  fire,  to  be  torment¬ 
ed  there  for  ever  with  the  devil,  and  the  bead  and  the 
falfe  prophet,  (ver,  io.  and  fee  Maltb*  m.  12*  and 
Mark  ix*  43, — 48.)  This  may  be  called  emphatically 
iht  fecond  d£aihy  as  it  conics  after  that  of  the. body,  and 
is  mexprclfibly  more  terrible  ;  and  ihall  never  end  in  a 
refurrecUon  to  eternal  life. 

4  And  w hofoever  be  were,  that,  upon  the  opening, 
of  the  books,  and  the  critical  and  all-fearchiog  trial  of 
that  Tolernn  day  according  to  them,  was  not  found,  by 
the  produced  evidences,  to  have  been  written' m  the 
forementioned  book  of  life,  was  immediately  call  into 
the  burning  lake  to  be  tormented  there  for  his  evil 
deeds,  as  with  the  fire  of  divine  wrath  which  never 
(hail  be  quenched*  But  the  righteous  {hall  enter  into 
life  cteriplj  as  will  be  reprefenttd  in  the  next  viQon* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  3  glorious  time  of  light,  liberty*  love  and  peace,  purity,  joy  and  tri¬ 
umph,  fhatl  the  church  of  true  believers  enjoy  upon  earth,  alter  many  years  of 
darknefs,  trouble,  and  oppreflion  J  The  Lord  Jtfus  will  hind  and  {hut  up  Satan, 
that  old  fcrpent,  the  devil,  as  in  prifem:  The  caufe.of  iruth  and  bdintfsfhatt 
revive  with  great  power,  fpirituality,  and  Iplendor;  And  they,  who,  with  the 
cQciftancy,  patience,  andfpirit  of  martyrs,  had  courageou fly  renounced  all  ido¬ 
latry,  wickednefa,  and  error,  and  maintained  a  good  profefTi^n  of  Chrilt  and 
of  his  gufpel  in  theworft  of  times,  fljall,  together  with  their  Aicceflbrs  of  the 
lame  fpirit,  live  and  reign  with  him,  under  hb  protection  and  fmiles,  for  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  upon  the  earth*  And  O  with  what  honour  and  acceptance  will  they 
then  appear,  like  royal  pricfU  to  him,  and  to  God  the  father  through  him! 
This  will  be  a  bteQVd  revival  from  their  former  low  and  diftreffed  circumftances, 
and  be  as  lift;  from  the  dead,  before  the  refurreClion  of  the  body;  and  therefore 
may  be  figuratively  called  **  tbc  firft  relmTt&iuii  ;  ami  they,  that  bear  a  part 
in  this,  Jhall  be  focured  from  eternal  nrifery,  which  is  the  “  fecund  death*” 
But  how  vain  would  it  be  to  expect  an  evrrlafting  continuance  of  fuck  a  happy 
Hate  on  this  earth  !  At  the  expiration  of  the  thoufand  years,  Satan  will,  in 
fome  meafure,  be  kt  loofe  agam  for  a  little  while,  and  be  permitted  to  gw  forth, 
once  more*  to  deceive  the  nations  throughout  the  world,  and  gather  all  hi* 
numberiefr  forces  together  from  among  them,  who  may  be  compared  to  Gog  and 
Magog,  thofe  lad  enemies  of  Ifrael,  to  attack  and  difturb  the  iamts,  the  beloved 
city  of  the  Lord.  But,  blcfled  be  God,  this  refined  power  and  hft  effort  wilt 
will  be  very  fhort,  and  certainly  end  in  the  utter  definition  of  the  devil,  and 
all  his  adherents,  who  fhall  be  confumed  by  fire  and  heaven,  and  caft  into  ever- 
lading  flamed  with  htmt  For  Chrift  willfet  lus  throne  for  judgment,  and  the 
prrient  frame  of  the  earth  and  aerial  heaven  (hall  be  difTblveu  at  his  appearing* 
Thro  there  lb  all  be  a  general  refurre&Iott  of  the  dead  ,u'fccre  foe ver  they  were  buried. 
In  tbe  earth  or  ip  the  fea ;  and  the  final  judgment  of  tall  mankind  will,  upon  trial 
out  of  tbc  boobs  which  {halt  be  opened,  pubfickly  and  unalterably  determine  the 
eternal  flute  of  every  one  of  them  formexprtJlibie  happifTef*,  or  itiifery,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  rdptftive  works,  whether  iht)  be  %pod  or  bad*  Then  all  the  ungod* 
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lv,  wbofi  bodies  were  dead,  and  whole  fouls  had  be<n  in  a  feparate  ftate,  and  not 
Joand  to  be  written  in  the  bools  of  lift:,  iWU,  according  to  i be  juft  fenbeiice 
palTeri  upon  them  for  their  evil  Iw  criA  iiuo  evcrlstftiog  burning*.  Jiot  O 

the  happidefa  of  the  righteous;  as  described  in  the  following  chapter  1 


CHAP.  XXI. 


/•  confequence  of  the  finaljudgment,  the  biejfed fate  of  tbs  church-tri¬ 
umphant  it  reprefented  in  general,  under  the  figures  of  a  new 
heaven  and  new  earth ,  and  of  the  New  Jerufaiem,  where  God  dwells , 
hanijhes  all  farrow  from  hit  people,  and  makes  them  completely  happy, 
in  apportion  to  the  doleful  JUte  of  the  wicked,  I, — 8.  And  it  more 
particularly  deferibed  in  its  heavenly  original,  Ivftre,  and  ghry ,  fe- 
cure  defence  and  bright  ornaments,  under  the  figures  if  precious 
Jiones,  high  walls  ;  ligates,  guarded  by  1 2  angels,  and  12 founda¬ 
tions  infcribtd  with  the  names  of  li  apfllet ,  9, — 14.  In  its  beauti¬ 
ful ftrv&ure  under  the  figure  of  an  exceeding  large  city  Jour  fixture, 
and  confuting  of  the  rizhejt  and finefi  materials.  It, — 21.  In  its  cm- 
fimmate  felicity ,  as  irradiated  with  the  immediate  p  re  fence  of  God 
and  the  Lamb ,  exclufive  of  all  the  comforts  of  this  world ,  which  are 
figured  out  by  the  light  of  the  fin  and  moon,  'll,  23.  And  hi  the  free 
accefs  of  vajl  multitudes,  of  all  nations  and  decrees,  through  the 
open  gates  f  this  city,  the  glory  jf  which  will  fw  allow  up  all  earth¬ 
ly  honours ,  and  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  perfectly  holy,  24,-27. 

PERIOD  VII. 


Tear* 

A  ND  I  few  a 
new  heaven, 
and  a  new  earth : 

,  for 


Paraphrase.  _ 

A  FTER  the  preceding  vifions,  which  ended  in  the 
final  judgment,  another  followed,  in  which  I  be* 
held  the  bleflednefs  of  the  faints  in  glory  ",  as  figured 

out, 

NOTE. 


•  ThoGi  interpreter*  that  arc  for  the  per- 
tonal  tcird  of  CJjnft  “  a  ihoufand  year*  up* 
™  on  earth,”  and  fane  others  with  them, 
con&der  the  description  grrai  of  the  gfai" 
<ns  fate  of  the  ehnrdi  in  this  and  the  for¬ 
mer  pvt  of  the  neat  chapter*  a*  a  large 
mvn oient  open  wbti  had  bctu  more  briefly 
Cud  in  the  preceding  chapter  about  the  Mil* 
IcDfltam;  and  ft>  caubie  it  to  the  happy  fate 
of  the  church**  thouftnd  yean  reign  with 
Oiriit  on  earth  :  And  it  raoft  be  owned*  (hit 
feveral  paiiiioct,  efpeemly  fhken  by  them- 
fdxcsy  fetm  to  have  an  afpcclthat  way,  But 
It  appear*  to  me,  that,  viewing  them  in  con* 
f*efl  ton  vkh  the  whole,  they  in  ay  fairly  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  onnftrD&ion,  (u  may  be  fen  in 
4be ir  placet)  very  cnnfifttnt  with  the  heaven- 
IpLgl^y;  and  that  there  arc  other  expief* 


fiont  too  high  and  ftrang  to  be  applied  to  any 
fate  (hurt  of  heaven  iltclf,  At,  fur  in¬ 
fancy  her;  the  Cunts  fa  the  lace  of  God 
and  the  Lamb,  (chap,  xxil  3,  4*}  which 
the  Script  Ore  always  reprefeuts  a*  peculiar  to 
the  heavenly  face;  and  their  mgidnj*  here 
is  hid  to  be  “  for  ever  and  ever,” 
xxiL  5*)  after  the  geocral  re.urtvfbon  and 
judgment,  (^hap  xx*  11**3'  in  opposition  t'» 
tUh  Kigfling  a  **  thoufitnl  yean  on  ttrili" 
after  the  firft  rcfurrcdion ;  and  it  U  not  ih id 
of  them  rhbt  they  Dull  not  die,  onlytfi-c 
the  **  feraid  death  hu*  no  power  on  their./* 
(chap,  xx*  4*  d_)  Bor  h  is  fold  rf  ir  is 
btaflud  fate,  “  There  ftia.il  be  ns  m^re 
41  drath,1"  (ehap.  xxh  4<)  O^ber  pirrirn- 
Urs  of  like  fort  will  appear  id  rhetxpolStiftfl. 
(5ceo]ib  Durham1*  ftrQ  before  on  the  place*) 

Aul 
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for  the  firft  bea* 
vcn  anJ  the  firll 
Gtfth  were  patted 
mvj  and  rWv 
has  ivu  m<x*  fo. 


l  And  l  John 
fiv  the  holy  city, 
new  Jcntiatai , 
coming  down 
from  God  out  of 
heaven,  prepared 
a$  a  bride  adorn¬ 
ed  for  her  hof~ 
bvd. 


out,  like  the  ftate  of  the  New  7V/f*imfirf-church 
ix»-  17.  and  hvj*  22*}  by  a  new  heaven  and  new  z;n\U  ; 
which  way  be  fo  called  with  refpcct  :o  their  form  and 
qualities  lignifying  an  entirely  new  fabric,  as  emblems 
of  the  new  ftate  of  happinefs  that  wilt  then  be  intro¬ 
duced  :  For  ihe  former  elementary  heaven,  and  thid 
eartb,  not  with  refpecl  to  iheir  fubiuncc,  as  thoJ  -h;y 
were  to  be  annihilated ;  but  with  rtfpeti  to  their  fnme 
and  ufe,  which  are  Timed  to  rhe  accommodation  of  its 
prefent  inhabitants,  and  yet  become  noxious  by  rea£>a 
of  the  fall  of  man,  were  ditTotved  l  And  I  obferv^d, 
that  in  this  new  and  raoft  excellent  It ru ft ure  there  wa3 
no  feat  as  there  is  in  this  terraqueous  globe;  Which 
might  intimate  that,  in  this  new  blifaful  (late,  there 
fhaJl  be  no  tumultuous  pillions,  like  the  trovthd  fia% 
(lfe.  IviL  20.)  nor  any  mifehievous  enemies  to  diilurb 
the  peace  of  its  inhabitants,  like  the  heafl  that  rofe  out 
of the  fed}  (chap:  xiii-  1.}  or  the  great  whore  that /at 
on  many  waters ^  (chap,  xviu  1.)  and  fo  there  lhall  he 
no  calamity  of  any  kind. 

%  And  1  John  who  had  all  thefe  vilions,  and  have 
faithfully  recorded  them,  few  the  church  of  Chrift  fin¬ 
ning  in  her  hrighteft  glory  5  which  was  prefeoted  to  mo 
under  the  figure  of  the  city  of  the  Lord,  as  made  per- 
feftjn  holinefs,  even  the  heavenly ,  which  may  be  ftiled 
the  new  Jerufatem%  on  account  of  its  excellency,  amt 
in  comradiftlnftfon  to  the  ancient  and  beloved  city  of 
that  name  upon  earth  ;  this  heing  a  city  that  has  foun - 
dationSj  1 vhofe  Builder  and  Alaker  is  God ,  (Ueb*  xi*  iq,) 
a  plan  of  which  was  exhibited  to  my  view,  as  defeat¬ 
ing  from  GodV  tbrooe  out  of  heaven  toward  me,  to 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  the  more  difri  nelly  and  cri¬ 
tically  obferviug  it  *  >  and  to  allure  me  that  its  origi- 


N  o 

And  85  it  mi**ht  juflly  bethought  rtraagea 
that  8  proplifcy,  which  is  all  ilorig  defi)tnctt 
for  tbe  frppfirt*  encouragcmcot,  and  com¬ 
fort  of  the  church  under  alt  prefix t  tribula¬ 
tions  tlujutd  give  d$  00  view  of  tbt  iiud, 
complete,  and  cierhfttag  bapptnefs  of  ill 
trot  believers  and  tvri&jrtag  Clints  in  heaven ; 
fo  it  looks  like  perplexing  and  fubverthijj 
the  orderly  pee^reftof  the  prophecy*  to  fiip- 
|We,  after  00  account  of  the  general 
judgment,  and  the  nailery  of  the  wicked,  at. 
tltc  citric  of  the  lift  chapter*  no  notice 
fbou Id  be  taken  of  the  heavenly  hlvftcdnri* 
of  the  rigbtcoosi  bat  tha%  id  ft  cad  thereof,, 
our  thought?  Ihpnld  be  tamed  back  again  to 
die  Millennium  ulrich  preceded  thexn.  Up- 
an  the  whole,  therefore,  1  am  molt  indirw 


:  t  s, 

cd  to  think  with  others,  tbit  the  regular  fe- 
tk*  of  the  prophecy  requires  tltit*  after  it 
had  led  us  10  rhe  imWcrCdjiittgraitnt,  nod  the 
ponilh ment  of  thc<Utanui»  (chap.  **.  *jt 
—if.)  it  fhouM  of  rourt  $ro  on  to  the  flatt 
of  the  cluirch-lrinmi)ji8Ai  in  heaven,  i*tbc 
crowning  part  of  it*  (kfign  k*r  rahitvg 

the  hopes  itid  joy  a  »  believer*  u-.<Lr  uiL 
prcfciu  trials  atd  ^pAUm*.  ;\.I_  >v- 

nopf.  acd  our  iwtt  \*n  a  1VS.  iii.  13)  tlf 
that,  if  it  be  to  have  ur.y  1- 1. 1 1:511 

to  the  Millcntthiti),  k  ^  m*W  to  *liSi  wY.i 
then  be  fulfilled  io  a*  *  li.vlv  Uif,Orv: 
wJtvt  will  be  iTiiie'i  more  gloi^blly 
ed  In  tbt  heavenly  lute.  f 

*  Though  thchfiv  city*  t lie  new  Jena- 
“  is  “  aMiing  from. 


f  A  a 
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j  And  I  fccai\l 
&  jrmt  vnice  out 
of  heavtn,  fay¬ 
ing,  IMitild  in* 
tabernacle  of  Go4 
if  v:th  men,  and 

he  wilt  d  -veil 
with  them*  and 
thfr  lhj)l  be  liis 
people,  and  God 
himfdf  lliaU  be 
with  thcmT  a*td 
U  their  Gud* 


4'  And  God 
ftiali  *ipe  aw*y 
all  wars  from 
their  ryes;  and 
there  Ihtll  be  ti(j 
more  deaths  nei¬ 
ther  birow,  nor 
crying  t  nett  her 
iLdL’  tlttfe  be  any 
more  pain ;  for 
the  former  things 
23t  pa  (led  away. 


7 he  R  ETEtiTiON  paraphrafed.  Ch. xxl. 

ml  is  from  heaven,  that  no  fuch  city  was  ever  on  earth* 
ant)  that  all  its  glory  fbiJI  be  perfected  in  heaven.  1: 
made  a  moll  beautiful  and  delightful  appearance,  which 
may  be  compared  to  that  of  an  amiable  bride,  richly 
adorned,  and  quite  ready  to  meet  her  bridegroom  on  the 
day  of  folemnizing  their  marriage  ;  this  holy  city  being 
an  emblem  of  the  church,  which  is  tfpoufed  to  Cbiilt, 
and  Hiall  then  appear  in  robes  of  rigbieoufnefs  and  of 
immortal  light  and  honour,  and  be  presented  fault  left 
before  the  prefence  of  hit  gkrp  with  exceeding  joy.  {Jude, 
Yer.24) 

3  And  the  meaning  of  this  vifion  was  explained  by 
a  loud  articulate  voice,  which  I  heard,  as  coming  out 
from  heaven,  fayiog,  in  allution  to  the  Sbechimb  , 
which  appeared  in  the  tabernacle,  as  an  illultriou&  to- 
ken  of  the  divine  prefence  among  the  Jfraeliu:,  i  e- 
hold,  God  has  fixed  his  mod  glorious  relitieticc  hi  the 
midft  of  his  heavenly  church,  which  con  lifts  cf  the 
whole  number  of  his  chofen,  redeemed,  andcalird  from 
among  men  of  all  nations :  And  he  will  henceforth 
dwell  perpetually  in  the  moft  immediate  manner  with 
them,  and  they  Hull  be  owned  and  honoured  by  him 
as  his  peculiar  people,  and  the  great  God  himfclf  will 
ultimately  commune  with  them;  and  fuitable  to  the 
near  relation  into  which  he  has  taken  them,  as  their 
eovenant'God  and  Father,  will  make  up  a  comphte 
portion  of  all  poOible  bappinefs  to  them  in  the  full  en¬ 
joyment  of  himfelf  for  ever  and  ever.  {Chap.  ixii.  5.) 

4.  And  in  this  Hate  cf  heavenly  blifs,  God,  by  his 
immediate  prefence,  will  not  only  relieve  their  for  rows, 
but  entirely  remove  them,  that  they  may  never  have 
the  lead  occafion  to  weep,  or  ever  Hied  a  tear,  as  for¬ 
merly  on  r,ny  account  whatfbever;  and  there  (ball  be 
no-  mere  mortality  or  liublenefs  to  death,  as  there  was 
while  they  lived  in  the  lower  world;  nor  Oiai)  there  bs 
any  thing  of  a  grievous  nature  to  atftilt  them ;  nor  any 
outcry  by  reafon  of  upprtllioD,  frights,  or  fears; 

nor  Hiall  there  be  any  more  pain  or  (icknefs  of  body,  or 
auguilh  of  fpirit,  which  they  were  fubjett  to  while  they 
dwelt  in  mortal  flelb :  For  all  defective  and  uncomfor¬ 
table  things,  and  (in,  the  root  and  caufe  of  them  a)!, 


*'  °®t  of  be»ren,”  here,  and  in  *tr.  to.  ner  of  c*  predion  follow!  with  relation  to  the 

ThU  mjy  relate  to  i;s  draught  or  rnodtl  vi-  «  great  voice  out  of  heaven which  .it 
fiWy  defending  from  thd-rc  to  the  *j>ofUe  Jportte  beard,  ver-  5.  (ix  r*  «,«•»)  How* 
John,  that  be  niglit  di<litt£liv  view  it.  ever  the  heavenly  User  ittelf  is  espirlTei  hy 
the  Jhect  did  to  Peter  io  huvtfon,  (Aft;  tb«  very  fane  phraie,  chap.  ill.  11.  and  if 
*’  **•)  railter  than  to  the  p’ate  where  the  called  *4  our  houfc,  which  is  from  heave;!." 
cUy  itfclf  ihould  be."  Aod  the  fitnu  maa.  *  Cor  .v.  j.  v^i.) 


Cb.  iii. 


Tie  Revelation  par&phrafcd. 


Zi  1 


are  in  that  glorious  ftatc  abfoliuety  and  c  tern  illy  ba- 
nitiisd  to  the  remoteft  difonc?  from  them  ;  They  arc 
all  over  and  gone,  never  to  return)  that  nothing  m«y 
ever  interrupt  or  abate  their  contaminate  happinefs ; 
which  U  more  than  can  be  laid  of  any  condition  on  this 
fide  heaVtn*  (Sec  the  notes  on  ver*  i.  and  chap.  xx.  a*) 
l  Aadhetta  s  5  And  as  an  additional  confirmation  of  all  this,  The 
fit  qp<™  ihe  blefled  *  God*  who  has  been  often  reprefented  in  my 
liidM  fitting  upon  the  throng  find*  Behold  with 

ihiotf  new.  a  ltd  admiration  'and  joy,  I  make  an  entire  change*  by  my 
he  fid  mo  mti  power  and  graces  in  the  prefcnt  fhie  of  all  things,  and 
viivdi*  are  \riw  tonftpk**ly  ncw-lbr®  all  the  happy  and  holy  inhabitants 
Btttfiivbfuh  of  the  new  world.  And  tbefe  are  matters  of  (o  high 
importance  for  fapporting  and  encouraging  the  faith* 
hope,  aod  patience  of  the  church*  under  all  its  tribula¬ 
tions  on  earth*  that  he  commanded  me  to  record  them 


0  Aad  he 
fiid  onto  me.  It 
i»  done.  I  an 
Alpha  and  Ome* 


dmi&acfrirrtj  of 
the  fimsttiu  of 
the  watt*  .of  Eft 
Mp 


in  writing  for  their  comfort:  For,  faid  he*  All  chefe 
declarations  arc  infallibly  true,  and  frail  faithfclly  be 
performed  to  their  eternal  joy* 

6  And,  for  their  further  encouragement,  he  £iid  to 
me,  with  refpc&  to  this  wonderful  change,  The  con-* 
fummatioit  of  all  things  it  now  come;  all  the  ele£tafc 
ra  the  beginning  P^hcrecl  in,  the  Whole  fcheme  of  providence  and  rt~ 
ud  the  cod:  1  demption,  and  of  my  tove  and  grace  to  them  is  com- 
*jilgfa,raio|iiia  pitted;  and  all  the  prophecies,  contained  in  this  and 
the  foregoing  fifiofls  relating  to  their  fuficrings  and  glo¬ 
ry,  and  bo  the  definition  of  their  enemies,  are  now 
brought  to  their  final  ifibe.  To  this  he  added  concern¬ 
ing  himfclf,  in  atluGou  to  tbe  firft  and  laft  letters  of  the 
Greek  alphabet*  I  am  Alpha  and  Omtga\  the  Author 
and  Finifrer  both  of  the  old  and  new  worlds,  and  of 
*  the  happiads  of  my  people  from  firft  to  laft :  and  am 
unchangeably  ciiftcot,  eternally  before,  and  after  all 
thefe  difpcnTations.  (See  the  note  on  ebap.  i*  3.)  And 
wbofoever  is  feafible  of  his  wants,  and  carncftiy  dcG- 

roud 

HQ 

.  *  4*  He  that  fil  apart  the  throne* 1 1  may 
pcHfibly  be  meant  of  Chrift  :  For  I  do  not 
fiodtlut/ln  etcher  of  the  Jbregping  or  fill-' 
louring  vtfoof,  God  the  Father  it  eret  re- 
pnfeuipl,  u  immcdbicly  fpatlaBiod  giT- 
ug  nfdca  to  the  apoflie;  and  Chritiliid 
appeared,  v  fatted  upon  a  c*  great  «hke 
u  throw”  for  judgment,  (chap,  xx.  it;) 
and  traffic  here  ciTl  fcitawlf  **  Alpha  and 
11  Om»,  the  bcguiriingand  the  tad,”  vtf# 

SA  vhxb  ID  federal  pbces  of  this  boot  *TC 

tirlo,  that,  £  think,  hei&unes  to  hirtsfdf* 

(Seethe  no te*  oa  chap  i.  4,  S, - The  pro- 

otfe  to  4t  him  that  (iwrwt)«j¥  (ver*  7*) 
cv  Heady  agree*  trcih,  and  1*  i  fuftmtry  of* 

A 


t  E+ 

all  hii  repealed  promife*  to  «  htm  thaU 
**  eoraei,”  in  the  lecond  uid  third  dnptmt 
and  hU  adding  here.  “  I  will  he  hi*  Gnd> 
**  jnd  he  fall  be  my  fan,”  may  be  fiU  by 
bin,,  as  well  as  by  the  Father  i  fiote  he  i* 
cslldf  (t  the  mighty  God,  «Ahe  evtriaft* 
**  ing  Father,*'  (Jft,  ia  tf,)  and  hi*  peopJo 
are  called  ^fmued,4  (chap*  lili.  to.)  and 
he  is  bid  Co  “  give  (hem  pjwcr  to  become 
■*  tbefbn*  of  G od/  (John  u  it*)  And  a* 
he  wilt  pre&nt  them  to  tum&lf  a  glorious 
church,  Ejtfi.o.iT-  fa  he  well  prefen)  them 
x*  hii  children  lohU  Father,  laying*  «'  Us* 
**  hold  1,  and  the  children  which  God  has 
'u  glceu  me/*  u*} 

a  % 
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.  7  He  thar  r*ver~ 
flull  in* 
li-rit  *U  tiling  i 
1  witt  be  bU 
G<*t J  aiul  lie  ibuU 
be  *oa. 


ft  Bof  tiietor- 

t\ll  Jipfi  U:*l*UcY- 
l*lir,  fllfld  the  u»«* 
mi  liable  *  ar.d 

murdttcts ,  a“d 
v^nfc  *  mongers, 
•ad  force*  c*'*  and 
idoLterf,  anJ  all 
tiers  ihdi  liave 
tficir  peil  In  lliC 
Lke  which  buns* 
«th  with  lire  ard 
biimftonc:  which 
llic  lCCOnd 
death* 


9  And  thert 
Came  unto  me 
one  of  the  £ren 
sngtbfVlwb  had 
tlie  Gsrco  vijTs 
fell 
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rous  of  fpiruu.il  and  heavenly  blrfTuigs,  even  unto  eter¬ 
nal  life,  like  one  that  is  vehemently  athirlt,  and  longs- 
tor  refreshment,  to  him  will  I  freely,  cf  my  own  meTs 
favour,  five  abundant  fatisiatlton  and  deiighr,  to  the 
urmoft  of  his  willies,  hi  my  immediate  pretence ;  which 
may  he  compared  to  aa  everflowing  snd  overflowing 
fountain  of  life  and  con  filiation,  whofe  perpetually 
fpriuging  waters  never  fail, 

7  He  who,  warring  a  good  warfare,  with  faith  end 
patience,  again  ft  fin,  Satan,  and  his  inftmments,  and 
again  11  all  the  Temptations  of  this  prefen  t  evil  world, 
gains  the  victory  over  them,  in  humble  dependence  on 
my  ftrengthcitiugs,  Avail  be  polleHcd  of  an  everlafting. 
inheritance  of  glory,  and  of  every  thing  that  Cjn  con¬ 
tribute  to  his  happircefs :  And  i,  the  all-comprehcnd* 
irg  arid  rightful  difpofer  of  all  things,  will  be 

is  God  and  portion  for  ever  ;  and  he  (hall  be  partaker 
cf  all  the  exalted  privileges  of  his  adoption,  as  my  fon. 
(See  the  note  on  ver.  5,) 

3  liut,  on  the  contrary,  they  that  are  afhamed,  or 
refufe  to  own  or  honour  me,  through  cowardice,  or 
fear  of  reproaches  and  fuffenngs  on  that  account;  and 
they  that  reject  the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  through  unbe¬ 
lief,  and  are  diftruflfnl  of  my  power,  mercy,  and  pa¬ 
ntiles  to  fupport  them  under,  and  carry  them  thro*  ail 
tribulations  to  eternal  glory ;  and  flagitious  (inner?, 
that  indulge  unnatural  lufts,  like  the  dctellable  &.;$• 
mites  *,  and  murderers  in  heart  or  deed,  and  efpeciaiiy 
infamous  pc  rice  u  tors  of  my  people  unto  death;  and 
unclean  perfons,  that  are  addifted  to  fornication  or  a- 
dultcry ;  and  dealers  with  familiar  fpirits,  or  preten¬ 
ders  fo  to  be  ;  and  worlhippcrs  of  images,  or  of  any 
that  are  not  by  nature  God  ;  and  they,  Hint  fpeak  faifr- 
hoodg  and' lies  in  hypocrify,  with  intent  to  deceive  and 
impofe  upon  others:  All  and  every  one  of  thefe,  living 
and  dying  in  impenitence  and  unbelief,  fhatl  have  their 
deferred  portion  of  the  moft  exquifite  tormei.-is,  like 
perfons  thrown  alive  into  a  great  collection  of  botniug- 
hot  materials,  fuch  as  fire  and  brim  Hone  ;  which  may 
be  called  the  fecond  and  molt  terrible  death,  a»  it  com<s 
after  the  death  of  the  body,  and  is  an  abfolute  depriva¬ 
tion  of  all  comfort,  and  an  cndlcfs  intolerable  compli¬ 
cation  of  all  poflible  mrfery. 

y  Then,  to  give  me  a  further  account  of  the  bleflVd- 
neft  of  the  righteous,  there  drew  near  to  me  one  nf 
the  feven  angels,  that  were  reprefented  in  a  former  vl- 
fion,  [ihap.  xvi.  r.  and  xvir,  1.}  as  employed  m  exe¬ 
cuting  the  ft  ten  la  ft  judgments,  which  were  fignifk-d 


Ch.  scxi. 

nr  dx  fcV£d 
US'  pUvju.*,  and 
tllkcil  Ui'llh  D)J, 
fiy'u?,  C.m;  jiU 
tlicr,  \  w;ii  fb:^T 
thee  the  bride, 
wife 


in  Ar*t  nr- 
r^d  jw  a*vay  in 
t'-C  l^itrU  to  a 
gnnt  *ixl  ht;*h 
Him) n tain  (  and 
lhr«(d  mt  tint 
great  eicjvhr  lio- 

W  jcrnfjl«n1  drt- 
out  of 
h  urtfl  from  Jo4, 


H  Having  the 
^ify  of  OsmI  : 
and  her  light  wis 
like  tmtn  a  (lone 
mud  pwirnti  f 
ereu  like  jp'pcr- 
‘ipine,  ctar  as 
chryftalf 


vs  Afcd  had  a 
n\\  great.  and 
h;g!i<  oed  had 
twelve  gate*;  and 
at  U.c  gates 
twelve  avjjch  * 
and  nan' ci  writ’ 
ten  ihcrccn  , 
V,  h?rh  are  /i; 
A£T*rt  of  the 
Twelve  iribo  of 
-tnc  children  flf 
Usui 
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fey  pouring  out  the  feveri  Ufl  cup*;  or  vials  of  the  wrath 
of  God  upon  his  enemies  lor  thrir  destruction-;  and  he 
in  a  free  and  friendly  manner  c silled  to  in':,  frying* 
Come  up  hither,  and  I  will  fee  before  you  a  particular 
arm!  deftintt  emblematical  view  of  the  ftare  of  the 
church  in  her  advancement  to  hcaveo<y  glory,  fuitdble 
to  her  dignity  a*  the  bride,  winch  Clvrift,  the  Lamo 
that  was  (lain,  has  pure  ha  fed  with  his  own  blood,  and 
elpoufed  tr>  himfclf  in  an  everlailhig  covenant,  ihai  flt~, 
when  fully  prepared  for  him  by  she  graces  cf  bis  Spirit* 
might  celebrate  her  nuptials  with  him*  as  h"r  glorious 
huiband,  in  all  the  foiemnity,  fpl^ndor,  and  py  of  the 
higheft  marriage-feftival* 

10  And  this  angel,  methought  in  the  viftons  of  my 
mind,  conduced  me  to  an  exceeding  great  and  lofty 
mountain}  to  give  me  the  advantage  of  a  clear  and 
full  profpett;  and  there  he  exhibited  to  my  view  a 
grand  and  glorious  city  of  vift  extent,  and  filled  with 
an  innumerable  multitude  of  inhabitants,  which,  in 
alhtftnn  to  Jertifalenis  being  called  the  holy  crtyt  (Matth* 
iv.  cj  bears  rim  name,  as  being  confecrated  to  God, 
and  thoroughly  fn  unified  by  his  Spirit :  And  1  diitindt- 
ly  beheld  the  model  of  it,  as  coming  down  from  God 
nut  of  heaven,  the  habitation  of  his  immediate  pro 
fence*  (See  the  note  on  uo\  a-) 

1 1  This  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jtrii- 
fatem^  was  figured  out  to  me  as  filled  with  the  divine 
glory,  the  vifible  fymbol  of  which  formerly  appeared  in 
the  JrwiJb  tabernacle  and  re  ns  pie,  as  the  token  of  God*$ 
dwelling  in  a  way  of  fpccial  grace  and  favour  there; 
And  i:s  light  cf  knowledge,  purity,  honour,  ami  joy, 
was  illuftrioyfly  bright,  like  a  moil  excel  lent  floue, 
even  like  a  fpleadid  jafpepftone*  as  {hissing  as  chryft.il- 

ii  And  it  was  further  represented  to  me,  as  a  city 
of  the  gfcareft  beauty,  ttrengih,  and  fecurity,  encorn- 
prtfled  about  with  an  exceeding  thick  2nd  high  wall  : 
Which  may  be  considered  as  an  emblem  of  the  almigh¬ 
ty  and  invincible  power  of  rhe  great  God  and  Ktvicur, 
for  the  fafety  and  defence  of  all  its  blefifed  inhabitants : 
In  the  wail  there  app-ared  twelve  gates  of  entrance 
from  all  quarters;  which  might  intimate  that  the  only 
door  of  falvation  by  J~fes  Chiift  had  been  opened,  thro* 
all  puns  of  the  earth,  in  the  miniftry  of  the  twelve  a- 
po files  :  -And  at  the  twelve  gates,  msthough:  I  frw 
twclve  angds,  one  at  each  gate,  funding  as  guards  of 
ftare  at  every  aventi;  cf  the  city  arid  o;d3ceof  the  gre zc 
king,  nnd  as  nriniitring  fpirits  to  open  the  gates  to 
the  heirs  of  frivatiun,  and  to  fiiut  tE:cm  agaiuli  ail  that 

wtre 
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1 9  On  tlic  eift, 
tliitc  gatec  ;  on 
th«  north,  ihitt 
fcatts  >  os  the 
fbnth  three  gztot; 
and  on  the  niil, 
three  gates. 


14  And  the 
w«U  of  the  city 
had  twelve  foun¬ 
dation*,  and  »n 
them  *he  »am<-* 
nf  fhe  twelve  *- 
pottle*  of  tlie 
Lamb. 


tj  And  he  that 
b|U'  with  me, 
Itad  a  jy>Wen  reed 
to  meafuee  the 
ctcy,and  the  gates 
thereof,  and  the 
ball  thereof. 


iff  Andtbe  ci¬ 
ty  Itrtb  ’  fuor  - 
■Apart,  and  the 
jtnjth  is  u  Urge 


as 


were  not  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of- life  :  (ver,  27.) 
And  1  fawr  an  infeription  of  names,  one  upon  each 
gate,  which  reprefented  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes 
of  the  children  of  lfrae.1 ;  and  may  be  oonfidered  as 
emblematical  of  the  whole  church  of  Chrift,  which 
was  typified  by  them,  and  confided  of  all  the  fpiritual 
Ifrael*  that  were  admitted  into  this  glorious  city,  there 
to  abide  for  ever. 

13  The  poGtion  of  thefe  gates  on  each  fide  of  this 
large  four-fquare  city  (w.  16.)  appeared  to  be  in  the 
following,  manner,  anfwerable  to  Ezekiel1  $  vifion  of  its 
type,  after  the  npme$  of  the  tribes  of  ifrael,  (Ezek. 
xlviii.  31,. — 34.)  Qn  rhe  call  fide  were  three  gates,  u- 
pon  which  were  wrirten  tbe  names  of  Jofeph,  Benjamin* 
and  Dan  ;  On  the  north  fide  three  gates,  upon  which 
were  written  the  names  of  Reuben*  Judah ,  and  Levi ; 
On  the  fouth  fide  three  gates,  upon  which  were  writ¬ 
ten  tbe  names  of  Simon,  //factor,  and  Zeivlon :  And  on 
the  well  fide  three  gates,  upon  which  were  wrinen  the 
names  of  Gad,  After*  and  N&phtaii,  to  intimate  that 
none,  who  in  reality  belong  to  the  true  ifrael  of  God, 
fhall  be  excluded  front  rhis  general  ajfembfy  and.  church 
ef  the  firfl-  born*  (Heb-  xii.  23.} 

-  14  And  the  wonderful  wall  of  this  magnificent  city 
was  reprefented  as  having  twelve  foundations,  on  which 
(in  allufion  to  the  cuftom  of  infetibing  the  names  of 
tbofe  that  lay  the  firft  (lone  in  buildings,  for  a  perpetu¬ 
al  remembrance  of  them)  there  feemed  to  be  written 
the  names  of  the  twelve  apolUes  of  Chrift,  the  Lamb 
of  God,  who  redeemed  the  church  wtib  his  own  blood, 
and  was  laid  in  the  do&rine  and  mi  ri  ill  rations  of  thafe 
lirft  and  chief  mailer-builders,  as  its  only  foundation, 
JeJus  Ghrifi  him/eff  being  the  chief  corner-fame,  (Eph, 
ii.  20.)  . 

15  And  the  angel  that  communed  w;th  me  appeared, 
as  having  in  his  hand  a  [maturing  reed  of  pure  gold,  a 
fu  it  able  emblem  of  the  pure  and  fpotlefs  (late  of  this 
glorious  city,  and  of  all'  that  pertained  to  it ;  With 
this,  he  took  the  dimeofions  of  the  city  itfeif,  and  of 
its  gates,  and  of  its  wall ;  which  may  be  confideied  as 
3  figurative  repreCentation  of  its  being  a  (late  of  the 
moil  beautiful  order  and  proportion ;  and  that  all  ad. 
millions  to  it,  and  feenrities  in  it,  are  exaftty  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  perfeft  rule  of  the  uncorrupted  word  of  God. 

16  And  it  appeared  by  the  meafur«ment,  that  the 
city  was  jullfour-fquare,  of  the  very  fame  dimer. fions 
every  way;  the  length  being  ciaflly  equal  to  the 
breadth  ;  which  might  intimate  tbe  perfedioo,  ftabili* 
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it  the  breach  i 
and  he  mca/uted 
rhe  city  with  the 
rad ;  I  *ck"c  thou- 
u*  A  fur  bug;  ; 
ll^  bn^b  and 
the  brcad-b,  and 
tin!  Juight  tX  it 
ire  c'jaaL 


IT  And  be  m£a- 
fiurd  the  vail 
tfcrcof,  an  ban- 
il*  clan  7  for:  7 
four  cobUs,  ac¬ 
cording  10  the 
n^fure  of  a 
mast*  thnr  is,  of 
the  *ngd» 


18  And  the 
JjuildifMj  of  the 
wall  of  t:  of 

jzfpH ;  and  \hc 
c  ty  purr 

H<>U,  like  utiro 

ci^r  5b  f*. 


ty  and  uniformity  of  that  blvflVd  Ante  of  the  church 
And  in  meafuring  this  heavesdy  city  with  the  golden 
reed,  it  was  found  to  he  in  compafs  twelve  thouf.md 
furlongs,  which,  reckoning  eight  furlongs  to  a  mile, 
are  fitteen  hundred  mites  ,  each  of  the  four  tides  con¬ 
taining  the  lengih  of  three  hundred  feventy-five  miles  ; 
a  city  of  prodigious  extent  for  the  reception  of  an  in¬ 
numerable  multitude  of  bUff.-d  inhabitants,  far,  yea, 
incomparably  far  beyond  all  that  ever  was  known  upon 
earth.  The  length  and  hreadih  of  it  appeared  to  la 
exactly  equal,  one  to  the  othes  *  ;  and  its  height  bote 
a  jolt  proportion  to  its  length  and  breadth  ;  which  may 
be  conlidered  as  an  emblem  of  the  vaft  capacioufnefs  of 
the  heavenly  city  for  receiving  and  accommodating  the 
whole  church,  when  collected  altogether,  and  of.  its 
entire  harmony  and  beauty  in  every  part. 

17  Then,  metbought,  he  proceeded  to  meafurethe 
height  of  the  wa’l  of  this  holy  city,  and  found  that  it 
rofe  up,  from  the  foundation  to  the  top,  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  cubits,  according  to  the  common  way 
of  men’s  mea Turing  from  the  elbow  to  the  end  of  the 
middle  finger,  which  is  the  fame  that  was  ufed  by  the 
angel  in  meafuring  the  height  of  this  wall ;  and  fo  it 
appeared  to  be  out  of  all  danger  of  ever  being  fettled 
and  invaded;  and  may  be  considered  as  a  figurative  re-1 
preft  oration  of  the  abfolute  fafery  of  the  Tints  in  the 
heavenly  world  from  all  afiaults  or  diituibancrs  from 
their  enemies. 

18  And  the  materials  of  this  unfurmountable  wall 
were  represented  in  my  vifion,  not  as  confiding  of  any 
thing  fo  mean  andbiittle  as  brick,  or  common  building- 
itone;  but  of  the  moll  durable,  fu-nptuous,  llrongand 
heautiful  jefper-Aone,  to  tender  it  impregnable  and  fc- 
cure  againft  all  decay,  as  well  asfurprifin  >Iy  magnifi¬ 
cent;  which  may  be  conlidered  as  an  emblem  of  the 
everhtfting  and  unchangeable  flats  of  bltffcdncfs  and 
glory  :  And  the  auguft  mnnfious  of  the  city  Teemed  to 
be  alt  made  of  mnfly  gold  ;  or,  at  trail,  overlaid  with 
the  (inell  and  pureft  gold,  fo  exqutfuely  poliflud,  that 


NOTE. 

•  Mr  T,T«>m»n  alfcrre,  (hat  it  #oa!i  hi  multiple  hy  a  rfa.ni'uid;  an.!  in  the  ntW, 
^,1  of  a!)  proportion  to  fjpP’>l  i.  iliai  cilhtr  vhich  liwij  m  be  the  iunfll ■<  of  the 
it*  wall  or  Uiil-iingi  of  tlic  ciy  are  CO  h_-  of  the  wall,  the  futile  nvtltal  cuiuVr 
oorfcriload  a  «f  «jiui  height  with  the  VxeWe.  i;  multiplied  into  >tLTi;  and  to  toe 
ItiajtLfi  anJbradth;  anil  (fat  the  uiiothcra  Iw^hl  of  the  wall  i-  rejirefeiiiod  t«  Ikmiis 
in  an!  the  fccxt  veife  a.-s  cvi.teady  fctiiiJred  fo«y-f<Hir  eut>r»,  *hid>  r»*ke  aV.tit 
typ'-caL  (Pir'wpt  he  TTicrnt  myftkil,)  In  fevjnty.rwo  yards,  jcvoritingiotlrel  ;(Tj  «- 
ot«,  M-h'di  it  the  meafere  dt  th-  breadth  bit.  orahou:  ei^iiy  fi*  yer.it,  arc»r.:i»g  to 
ant  l:r.p‘h  of  the  city,  the  snyilkd  niawher  the  sn-jt.r.  (aw:  !*U  netes  ou  thsle  two 
t  reive;  ufcen  fmai  Ci:  tirtlre  spuilln,  it  aerie;. J 
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19  Am!  tlie 
fiMiiiUtiflRs  of  the 
«hj(I  of  I  he  city 
^rrtiDud 
with  all  manner 
of 

«TIra  Grft  fnunda- 
lirui  Mttis  jufpcc; 
the  fccoud,  fip- 
|ioire;  the  ihirJf 
*  chalcedony;  the 
fourth,  a.n  emc* 
raid; 

10  The  fifth, 
fordo  ny  a  ;  the 
fiuhr  &*dins  ; 
the  trench  t 
r*?ryfnUtG  ;  the 
eighth  >  beryl  ; 
the  ninth,  a  to¬ 
paz;  the  tenths 
cliryinprityf;  the 
fclrrcnth,  a  ja- 
fcrnth;thet«cJfthT 
to  a  aw  thy  ft. 


it  appeared  as  bright  and  glittering,  a$  the  mod  Ihin* 
ing  mirror  or  ck.irc:ftchrjftal*  which  may  beconfidercd 
as  an  emblem  a f  the  incomparable  grandeur*  riches* 
and  delights  of  the  heavenly  (Ucc* 

19*  20  And  the  foundations  of  the  city*  which)  tho* 
really  but  oaf*  yet*  having  been  laid  by  the  prtaching 
of  the  twelve  apofUes,  were  reprefented  as  twelve  ; 
{ver*  14  )  Thcfr*  methoeghr,  were  beautified  and  a- 
dorned  with  inlayings  of  all  forts  of  the  moft  excellent* 
folid,  and  dazzling  Hones,  one  in  one  part,  and  another 
in  another,  in  aHufion  to  the  names  of  the  twelve  trihrs 
of  IfraeU  which  were  federally  engraven  on  the  twelve 
precious  ftoaes  in  the  high  prieft's  breaft-platr,  (Excrf* 
xsviii  15, — zi.)  the  appearance  of  fuch  precious  flonts 
on  the  foundations  of  this  wall  might  be  con  fid  ere  d  as 
an  emblem  of  the  perfection,  glory,  and  prcciou&iefs  of 
Chrift,  the  only  foundation  of  the  church,  on  which 
their  names  were  in  a 'manner  infer 3 bed,  as  thofe 
whom  the  Father  had  given  him*  and  who  are  built 
upon  him  as  tbeir  foundation**  The  firft  part  of  :t 
was  reprefented  as  adorned  with  ^jaiper  j  the  fccond, 
with  a  Japphtrc\  the  third,  with  a  chalcedony;  the  fourth* 
with  an  4  me  raid  \  the  fifth,  with  ^fardonyx\  the  fiatth* 
with  a  Jardxut\  the  feventh,  with  a  ckrjfo!itb\  the 
eighth*  with  a  foryt%  the  ninth*  with  a  topaz  \  the 
tenth*  with  a  chryfophrafut ;  the  eleventh,  with  a 
jacinth  *  and  the  twelfth)  with  an  amethjfti  All  which 
tak^n  together,  as  being  {tones  of  the  mod  illuflricus 
and  valuable  kind,  might  figure  out  the  variety  and 
perfetlion  of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  the  found  at  ion  ;  and 
of  the  church  and  its  hlefliugs*  that  are  founded  upon 
him. 


±  t  A  nd  the 
t*Hcc  c;v,s  wrre 
twelve  pe.nlj ; 
(tctv  icvcr&l 
wasofoac  pearl: 

and 


21  And  tlie  twelve  pates  of  this  glorious  dry  of  the 
living  God  were  reprefented  to  me,  as  confiding  of 
twelve  pearb  of  the  greateft  worth  andadoniflnng  mag* 
nkude,  each  gate  being  only  one  large  pearl,  which 
might  be  emblematical  of  Chrift*  as  the  pearl  of  great 

price. 


K  O  T  E. 


*  1  rannct  pretend  to  determine  wbr,  or 
wKthcr  ary  thing  partityLtf  y(  was  frjoifiM 
In  the  myfHcal  W3y,  by  the  variety  of  theft 
jM  cctaius  ftoncs  t  —  But  as  far  as  I  «n  learn 
from  the  htft  accounts  t  have  met  with  of 
the  ftones  thtmfclvrj,  the  jafper  U  a  ftone  of 
fivent  colour*,  the  rtmft  excellent  nf  which 
is  £rcru*  fpnttad  with  red  nr  purple :  The 
fipphirc  is  of  afky^coloured  blue,  tranfpa* 
Tcni%  and  very  Imd  :  The  chalcedony  is  of  n 
Ibining  gtt y,  clouded  wi:li  ydbwt  or  pur- 
or  blue  1  Tine  emerald  is  of  an  eawJ- 


ui£  fine  green:  The  ftrdnn!*  »  of  a  pale 
to!:  I'he  ftrdius,  is  like,  if  not  the  funs 
with  tbc  cornelian  ftone,  of  a  l>hwd*eohMir  : 
The  chryiblirh  is  green,  with  a  (bade  of  yd* 
low  1  The  btry!  is  of  a  pule  jwn  :  'lie 
topaz  is  0/  a  gold  colour,  iranfparcot  anil 
liard  ;  T be  crylupcaius  is  of  a  yelk>*i'Ji 
ipttn  :  The  jacinth  is  of  a  violet  or  pur -le 
colour:  Thewnethyft  \t  of  a  colour  nearly 
reft  mbit  no  the  jacinth  ;  And  the  pearl  is  a 
round,  wnite,  hrdt  ai.d  diinuig  fublhpct; 
and  is  commonly  bird  iu  a  ftidl^dL 
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and  (be  ftreet  of  price*  and  the  only  door  of  falvation  and  of  entrance 
*>!*"»£ "iTSw  *nto  heaven :  Aot*»  methoHjht  I  faw  a  large  opening* 
fnnfparcui  gUft.  that  may  he  compared  to  a  v.ilUy  fpicious  ftrter  *>  where 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  met  in  full  affcmbly  $  the 
pavement  of  which  w.is  of  the  Knelt  burnifhetl  gold* 
fhining  vuh  a  lultre  as  dear  and  bright  as  chryflal  * 
which  might  he  an  emblem  of  the  perfe£fc  purity,  plea- 
fare,  and  couvcrfatlon  of  the  general  aflerrniy  and 
church  of  the  firft-bora,  in  their  holy  and  delightful 
communion  one  with  another,  and  with  their  God  in 
his  immediate  prefence. 

a/rande  (hoZ  2Z  ^1C  all u (ion  was  art  along  to  the  city 

in:  W  the  Lord  of  Jerufalem  •,  yet  there  was  this  remarkable  difference, 
God  almighiy ,  I  fa  w  no  representation  of  a  temple  in  this  heavenly 
^ihc^r-'rh-Tf  Jeruf^£mi as  there  was  in  the  /W&immw-ftare  itfelf,  in" 
it.  which  the  temple  of  God  was  opened,  (fee  the  ptraphrafe 

on  chap.  x.  19.}  For  the  great  and  blefled  Lord  God  om¬ 
nipotent,  and  j.fui  Chrift,  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  are 
inltead  of  a  temple,  as  they  dwell  in  an  incomparably 
more  glorious,  vifible  and  immediate  manner  here, 
[chap.  xxii.  4.)  than  ever  was  feen  in  the  earthly  tem¬ 
ple  at  Jerafaltm,  or  in  the  latter  day-glory  ;  which  might 
intimate,  that  all  divine  ordinances,  as  the  appointed 
mediums  of  communion  between  God  and  his  church 
in  this  world,  (lull  entirely  ceafe  in  the  heavenly  llatej 
when,  inltead  of  them,  the  immediate  prefence  of  God 
eflenitaliy  confidered,  associative  of  Father,  Son,  and 
Spirit,  fhall  be  all  in  all ,  (fee  the  note  on  1  Cor,  xv.  28.) 
with  no  other  medium  of  conveying  felicity  and  glory 
to  the  heavenly  citizens,  than  the  perlott  of  Chrift,  as 
mediator,'  and  God-man,  in  wham  the  gloiy  of  all  di¬ 
vine  roundels,  perfections,  and  performances,  in  their 
molt  amiable  afpeft,  will  thine,  as  in  their  brightest 
mirror,  for  e?rr. 

»3  And  then*  And  y0  ji)  uflrious  was  this  city  in  my  vilion,  that 

the  tU"0  cither  &ere  was  nt>  m  inncr  of  occafion  cither  for  the  funj  by 
of  the  nuxMi  to  day,  or  the  moon  by  night,  to  enlighten  it ;  or  for  any 
leinejn  m  for  crcature  to  adorn  or  comfort  its  inhabit  ims,  as  there 
did  '  IirIibu  *ir,  *3  in  this  world,  and  will  be  till  the  di Ablution  of  all 
and  the  jjioib  it  things:  For  the  glory  of  God  himfclf,  a  fjrmbol  of 
the  tight  ihenot.  vv hich  was  given  in  the  Shechinab  that  filled  Solomot i*s 
temple,  (1  Kings  viii.  to,  11.)  and  in  the  transjigura- 

ticn 


N  o 

*  Dr  Hir-vniTid  nSr.rvrs,  thither,  aad 
chip,  siiii,  1*  The  fHs«,  vt  bixud  pbsxof 
the  cm\  dri:nl«  u  place  of  cwtforcrf*  n*vt 
rdurt;  io  and 

iiics*,  arc  uicJ  in  tlw  km  f=i:nr, 


T  Ea 

Matth.  vl,  So  And  Grotlui  undarlhiy*  the 
ftrge;  of  1  lie  city  fignify  i  place  of  pualic 
»ia  i  Chrcm.  iJtxii,  0»  and  Job 

nix,  y. 
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tion  of  our  blefl'dd  Lord,  ( Matth .  xvit.  2.  and  2  Pet,  i. 
17.)  flione  in  the  mod  perfect  manner  to  ilium  bate  the 
whole  ciry  ;  and  the  glorious  Lamb,  as  in  ofEceopa- 
ciry,  a1  id  clothed  with  human  nature,  is  the  purchafer 
of  admilHoa  to  this  light,  and  the  clear  medium  of  itj 
and  as  God,  in  tfcmial  union  with  the  Father  and  fpi- 
rit,  inseparably  concurs  with  them  in  difFuCng  ir. 

*4  And  the  na*  24  And  thole  people  of  all  nations  of  the  earth,  who, 
■Sons  «(  ttuni  through  f^it  Ii  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  arc  laved  from 
fhJNrtlk  ih  the  On  and  the  wrath  to  come,  fliail  be  admitted  to  enjoy 
light  of  H  i  and  its  delightful  and  illufUioiis  light,  and  to  walk  in  fw«t 
the  kinjj  JI,e  and  holy  communion  together  in  the  midft  of  it.'  And 
tlwlr  bW  ud  as  the  converted  princes  and  potentates  of  the  earth  had 
hoawr  in-o  it,  employed  all  their  riches,  power,  and  honour,  to  fub* 
ferve  the  interclls  of  this  cetedial  city ;  fo  they  bring 
the  produ&s  of  their  good  influence  into  it,  ana  cheer* 
fully  rrfign  up  all  their  dignity  and  authority  for  it,  and 
counting  them  as  nothin j*  iu  comparifon  with  it}  the 
'  .  glory  of  which,  methought,  appeared  to  be  inexptef* 

fibly  more  grand  and  beautiful,  than  if  all  the  mag¬ 
nificence  and  precious  treaftrres  of  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  bad  been  colle&ed  together  to  enrich  and  a- 
dorn  it. 

is  And  25  And  fo  abfolut^ly  fafe  are  the  inhabitants  of  this 

jwtV’Ltit  atdl  chy  *n  I*je^r  fu>IiriW!  man  Sons,  not  merely  by  the  height 
)>v  day:  for  (here  and  (Irrngth  of  its  walls,  and  the  guard  of  angels,  (oer. 
(ball  be  no  night  j  2,)  but  principally  and  fupremely  by  the  immediate 
ibm.  proteftion  of  the  divine  pretence,  that  there  will  be  no 

need  of  fhutting'up  its  gates  in  the  day-time,  to  fecure 
them  agtmll  invading  enemies}  (as  is  ufual  10  do  by 
cities  on  earth,  when  any  danger  threatens  them) ;  and 
if  not  in  the  day,  not  at  all :  For  there  fhal)  be  no  night 
to  favour  any  attempts  again!!  them  j  nor  the  lead  da rk- 
nefs  of  any  kind,  whether  natural,  or  civil,  moral, 
or  fpirirual,  to  interrupt,  or  obfeure  the  light  of  glory, 
that  will  perpetually  ihine  with  meridian  brightnds 
upon  them. 

is  And  they  26  And  all  that  come  to  dwell  there  will  bring  the 
5*1L  h0'*  fruits  of  their  faithful  improvements  of  their  riches 

cf  the  nitwits  and  honours  uuo  it,  and  will  gladly  furrendcr  for  it 
it-  whatever  they  had  poffetTed  of  wealth,  grandeur,  and 

honour,  in  any  narions  of  the  lower  world  :  All  thefe 
glories  will  be  (wallowed  up  in  that,  which  infinitely 
excells  them  and  its  fplendor  may  well  be  ennfidcred, 
as  vaftly  feperior  to  all  that  could  be  imagined,  were  all 
the  affluence,  gaiety,  and  magnificence  of  the  higheft 
ranks  of  people  on  earth  to  be  amsfled  together  and  laid 
out  to  embeltifh  it. 


27  And 


Ch.  wi- 
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it  And  them 

Jhall  in  no  wife 

titter  ini o  it  any 
thing  t h*t  dcfii- 
edi,  oriiherwAA-. 
fifyer  worked) 
b*  nr  ns  t  ton  ,  or 
mtkrtb  1  \ic :  b«t 
they  wh:"h  a^e 
wriitro  in  the 
lamb’s  book,  uf 
lie. 


27  And  fo  perfefily  pure  and  holy  is  this  heavenly 
city,  that  though  its  gate.*  are  continually  open,  («vr. 
25.)  yet,  as  the  uncit  cuniciled  and  unclean  were  for* 
bid  entrance  irsto  the  holy  city  of  Jtnifalem,  (Jfa* 
lii.  1.)  fo  no  perfon  nr  thing  .(o,,0l  no  evil  temper  or 
difpofition,  thought,  word,  or  deert,  that  is  morally  dew 
filed  by  any  iniquity,  or  is  of  a  dt  filing  nature,  fhaQ 
ever  be  permitted,  on  any  account  wlmfot-ver,  to  cuter 
into  it:  nor  any  one  that  lives  and  dies  in  any  known 
fin,  which,  whatever  it  be,  God  is  of  purer  eyes  than 
ts  !#>k  upon  it,  without  delegation,  [Habak.  i,  13.}* 
and  particularly  the  fin  of  idp'atry,  which  is,  by  way 
of  eminence,  the  abominable  thing  that  be  hates,  (Jcr. 
xliv.  4.]  j  nor  any  one  that  contrives,  forgets,  or  utters 
falfboodd  with  an  intent  to  deceive ;  not  one  of jdiber 
of  thefe  :  Bat  they  and  they  only,  (cbap.xi.  15.)  (ball 
be  admitted  into  this  blifsful  ftate,  that  were  regiftered 
as  it  were  bv  same  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life,  which 
contains  all  thofe  that  were  given  him  by  the  Father, 
io  be  redeemed  and  fructified,  and  brought  fafe  to  glo- 
ly,  and  that,  by  holy  fruits  and  eflefts,  (hall  be  proved 
to  be  fo  in  the  great  day  of  account. 


R  R  COLLECTIONS. 

'Vfbocas  conceive  the  unmade  felicity  and  glory  of  the  church-triumphant  in 
heaven  !  AH  the  images  of  light,  beauty,  honour,  and  grandeur,  and  of  riches, 
ftfety,  and  delight,  that  we  arc  acquainted  with,  arc  but  faint  repicfcn  tat  ions  of 
it.  It  is  all  new,  and  furpaftiu^  every  thing  that  can  be  found,  or  imagined  in  the 
prefent  frame  of  the  univerfe.  It  is  the  holy  city  of  the  living  Clod,  Aiming  in 


were  typified  by  tf*;  twelve  tribes  ftf  Jfrarh  It  h  a  lUte  of  complete  and  fatinor* 
Ulblife,  sbfoliitefy  team,  and  free  from  all  darknefr,  puin,  and  imeafintrs  of 
every  kind,  ai*d  from  death  itfdf ;  l  hufe  former  things  being  pilled  away  :  And 
it  is  enlivened  with  all  the  joys  and  hen-mrs  of  a  public  £>lcfnniz:itianm  ChrilFs 
marriage  with  bis  church ;  il  is  bicxprtTr-bk  more  glorious  than  t S?*  mott  fpleifctfd 
city  of  beautiful,  ftrnng,  and  lofty  ernjlrd  w  felid  fouiHUtiona,  and  all 
embrilithedap  with  the  mod  precious  glittering  Hones;  ami  magnificently  adorn¬ 
ed,  as  wit;'  gates  of  the  moft  coftly  proL  at  which  angels  Kind*  like  officer*  of. 
(late;  and  as  if  its  ftrerti  were  all  over  paved  with  \l\t  lined  poliffced  gold*  All 
the  riches  and  grandeur  of  the  grcaicft  monarchy  and  of  all  nations  of  the  earrli* 
arc  fo  far  exceeded  by  it,  fwaJ lowed  up  hi  it,  and  cheerfully  iiTignrd  for  it,  as 
not  worthy  to  be  comptred  with  its  heavenly  trcaiun  g.  l\  is  ilitnmmtcd*  ho- 
(toured,  and  bl<  Jfcd,  with  the  immediate  prrfenc*  of  Cod  and  the  Limb,  as 
ftininp  with  amiable  and  divine  majtfty  on  their  throne  of  gEciry,  and  as  the  be* 
gi liners  and  perfefters  of  its  happtnefs;  infoxuch  that  it  no.ds  no  creature- enjoy* 
blent*,  like  ttie  fun  and  moon !  iuir  any  oidin£i?L\$fl  iike  the  *cmple  at  Jerusalem, 
to  aflift  Its  heavenly  cnUrtainmcutR:  For  G^d  ;,i  Chr  W  w^li  be  tbeir  God,  and 
the  cmhiftinx  fountain  of  all  that  is  ^at  ami  pood :  and  they  (hall  inherit  ail 
things,  to  the  iitmoft  r>r  their  willies,  its  the  gift  of  fn  e  grace;  and  ihall  livfc  to¬ 
gether  io  holy,  harmonious,. and  transporting  teUowfliip  with  Go d,  aud  Chrift, 
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and  one  another,  m  its  ew-fliimntf  anti  unclouded  light*  But,  zh&l  all  that  arc 
attained  of,  nr  afraid  to  own  the  LimM,  and -every  unbeliever  and  habitual  liar, 
with  all  other  impenitent  tinners,  tlut  are  abominable  in  God's  fight,  ftiall  he  ut¬ 
terly  excluded  from  the  heavenly  Ah!c*  and  have  their  portion  m  everlalting  bum- 
lugs,  which  h  the  fecund  dearh.  But,  iti  eppofition  to  thefe,  all  they,  and  nunc 
but  they,  tbit  arc  written  in  the  Lamb's  boot  of  life,  as  proved  by  it*  holy  fmis, 
Jhall  be  admitted  to  the  fubwne  enjoy  mints  of  this  blcflUtcity.  Thefe  arc  l  lie 
true  and  faithful  fayings  of  God,  which  (ball  certainly  have  their  full  accompHth- 
meul,  to  the  infuppomhk  milVry  of  gracricfc  linnets,  and  the  confummate  joy 
of  taints  forever. 


CHAT.  XXIL 

The  dtfeription  of  the  heavenly  fiat  e  is  carried  on  under  the  figure  of  the 
water  and  tree  of  life ,  ami  of  the  throve  of  God  and  the  Lamhf  i,— ;• 
Andy  fer  a  conehtfion  of  the  wholet  the  tnttb  and  certain  acasmptijlu  ' 
meat  of  all  tbefe  prophetic  vifions  are  confirmed ,  by  way  of  dialcgue 
between  the  com  fueling  anget}  Cbri/t  himfelf  and  the  afojlU  John, 
who  was  forbidden  to  worjbip  the  ar.gely  and  ordered  not  to  feed  the 

*  prophecies  of  this  book}  which  were  foots  to  begin  to  he  fulfilled  in  their 
vrder9  and  are  fo  facred  as  not  to  he  added  tOf  or  dimintjbedy  upon 
pain  of  exchificnj  rom  all  the  blcjftngs  promifed  in  thcmy  which  J&fztlhe 
conferred  on  the  right  row ,  and  denied  to  the  wic&ed%  when  Cbrifl 
Jball  come  [at  he  faid  he  quickly  would)  with  a  reward  to  every  one, 
according  to  his  works  y  fi,— r  6<  To  which  the  fpirit  and  the  bride 
fayt  Gomes  and  John  adds  his  Arnett}  and  clofes  all  with  the  ufual 
apojlolic  benediction^  1 7, — 2 1 . 


Text. 

AND  he  (hew¬ 
ed  me  4  pure 
rtra  of  water  of 
life,  dear  4*  chry- 
<hd,  proceeding 
«>m  of  the  throne 
of  Ocd,  uid  of 
the  Laiab. 


Paraphrase. 

A  ND  the  conducting  angel  gave  me  fome ‘farther 
emblematical  reprefen  tat  ions  of  the  heavenly  Je+ 
rufalcm ,  by  a  v  i'll  on  of  a  pure  river,  as  clear  as  chryftal, 
dreaming  freely  and  plentifully  out  of  the  founram  of 
the  w  ^erof  xxi*  6.)  not  rhro*  ordinances, but 

immediately  from  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb, 
who  are  one  in  the  divine  nature,  and  whole  throne, 
divine  perfons,  h  onef  from  whence  all  bldTmgs  are 
derived  in  their  utmoft  purity  and  perfection  unto  eter¬ 
nal  life;  which,  in  dilution  to  the  river  that  watered  the 


1  la  the  itiidft 
vrf  to  i\rvrt  of  it, 
utS  on  either  fide 
xrf  the  rircr,  vnrf 
JS^  the  tree  or 
iste. 


garden  of  Eden*  (Gen.  ri.  10,} or  to  the  waters  in  Rze • 
iicl*$  vifion,  (chap*  xlvii.  i,— 12.)  may  be  confidered 
as  an  emblem  of  xhi  fulnefs  ofjoy%  that  is  in  God** 
immediate  frefencty  and  of  the  immenfe  pleafures  that 
are  at  hit  right*  band  for  evermore ,  (Pf*  xvi.  n.) 

2  In  the  mid  ft  of  the  chief  place  of  concourfc,  or 
principal  ftreet  of  the  heavenly  city,  (fee  the  note  on 
chap*  xxi.  21.}  and  on  each  fide  of  the  river  which 
watered  it,  mr.  bought,  there  ftopd  a  delightful  row  of 

a  mott 
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life,  vh;di  tar< 
twelve  tf 

fruits,  end  yield¬ 
ed  !  i  r  fruit  every 
mc:i:h ;  and  the 
leivci  of  the  tree 
vtn'  for  the  belt¬ 
ing  of  the  nation*. 


a  moll  excellent  kind  of  trees  *,  like  tbofe  that  £zckiet 
faw  in  his  vUion  on  the  tank  of  the  river,  cm.  on  one 
fide,  and  one  on  the  other,  {chap,  xlvii.  ?,*  12.)  Which 
may  alfo  bs  confidered,  in  alluficn  to  the  tree  of  lite  ia 
the  midft  of  the  earthly  parauiie,  {Gen.  ii.  Q.)  as  an 
emblem  of  Chrift,  ami  of  the  immortal  life  of  happinefs, 
which  all  its  inhabitants  derive  from  him;  Anti,  in  this 
figurative  way,  he  was  reprtfenred,  in  alluGon  to  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Jfratl ,  and  the  twelve  apofllts  of  the 
Lamb,  {chap.  xsi.  ia,  1^.)’  as  yielding  twelve  forts  of 
fruit,  to  fignify  the  greau  ft  variety  and  abundance  of 
the  molt  delicious,  fpirituai,  and  heavenly  entertain* 
ments,  to  the  full  fatisfaefion  of  all  the  Ijrael  of  Goi|, 
accoiding  to  the  do£lrine  of  the  holy  apofUes:  and  this 
emblematical  tree  produced  its  pleafant  tipe  fruits,  not 
once  a- year  only,  like  co m mot r  trees  j  but- continually, 
month  after  month,  without  the  leatt  intermilEon,  or 
defeft,  for  ever:  And  luch  was  the.  excellent  virtue  of 
this  tree  of  life,  that  its  very  leaves  had  a  fovereign 
efficacy  to  pcrfvft  and  maimain  perpetual  health  and 
eafe,  and  to  prevent  all  infirmities,  pains,  and  <ti  (cafes 
in  the  fouls,  or  bodies  of  the  faints  that  were  admitted 


to  partake  of  it,  from  among  the  various  nations  on  the 
earth. 

ih>il  fee  no  more  3  Yea,  fo  abfolutely  complete  and  confirmed  is  their 
curie  s  hut  the  happinefs,  that  the  curie,  together  with  a"  its  difmal 
throne  of  Cod  effetls  and  confequenccs,  which  the  fall  brought  upon 
*b"  I]  btiifit;  and  mankind,  and  which  came  upon  their  firit  parents 

hi,  itrvjots'flull  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  (Gen.  iii.  16,  19.)  (hall  be  ac- 
Ur*<  him.  tualJy,  thorough!  y,<md  finally  removed  from  them  for 

ever;  fo  that  there  iltali  be  no  remainer  of  (in  or  for* 


row,  or  any  a  cc  or  fed  per  fun  or  thing  there:  But  the 
glorious  throne  of  God  and  of  ike  Lamb,  whofe  divine 
throne  is  one,  (hall  be  ever  abiding  in  it,  as  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  its  felicity  and  delight,  {ver.  [.)  without  mix¬ 
ture  or  allay,  anil  his  faithful  fcrvants  lltall  pay  their 
folemn  homage  in  the  fn  Mi  me  II  adorations  and  praifes, 
and  fhal!  do  the  will  of  their  God  and  Siviour  in  the 


mcll  perfect  manner,  with  ail  alacrity, 
delight. 

N  O  T  F. 


coc&ancy,  and 
4  And 


*  Mr  Kennicntt  thinks,  t liar  this  tree  of 
iife  to  the  **  ircc>  ot  oik  Ihlc,  and  on 

“  the  other  irf  the  river/1  in  luckier*  ri- 
fimi,  railitr  than  to  the  tree  of  life  in  i^ra- 
dife.  (See  His  Didcrution  on  the  tree  of 
Jife,  p  pjt — sT-)  And  yet  he  copjtfturc* 
1  hat  «  the  tre*  or  life  in  PiraJif/*  wa*  rot  i 
Gnjle,  Or  one  particular  cxir.iorilfiK'.ry  tree, 

(P  7J0  (P<  tM-)  rtstt  tlx  -.vord 


(1VJ  &  tn  z,  which  is  fm^ular,  is  ufed  plc- 
ruliy.  a*,it  rc^derc’i  trcejt  Gcik  iii.  i,  S.  ; 
i-d  ii^Tiiiie*  the  ttlifih;  genus  of  thro’ 

the  hiltnry  of  ihceicuton  and  tail;  unlci* 
vhciv  it  ;i  connniM  hy  the  cirphsHc  article, 
or  4  nrrtlfiry  in  t  Lie  fculc 

Rut  p  rliaps,.  vifum  was  only  of  one 

trie  Ii:i\  vie  Hatches  CAttil'icd  (v 
bo::i  u^c s  vf  t';c  river. 
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cb. 


mi. 


4  And  ihry 
ftjtl  lerhbbcc; 
and  hH  noazjkitt 
be  in  ibiif  fore* 
tcdL 


5  And  there 
Dull  be  no  n*ght 
there,  nod  they 
and  do  cudte, 
itdiher  light  of 
the  £10  ;  for  t**e 
jjDid  God  jjiteth 
them  light:  wd 
they  hail  reign 
Jvevcr  and  erer- 


ff  And  be  Old 
onto  irc.  Theft 

Sing*  ere  faith* 
and  tr^  And 
the  Lord  God  of 
the  body  pro¬ 
phet!  fait  h«an- 
get  to  (hew  unto 
his  favaati  the 
things  which  mart 
ftwtty  be  doae. 


4  Andthey  Oiili  have  a  beatific  vifiun  of  the  bleflcJ 

God,  jilte  feting  face  to  facet  (Ctfatth.  y.  8.  and  1  Cor, 
xiii.  t2.)  and  dull  uenold  the  Lord  Jefiis  in  ail  his 
glory,  God  man,  and  fee  him  as  he  is  with  their 
bodily  eyes,  as  well  as  with  the  eyes  of  their  minds  ; 
{John  xvit.  2  J.  and  1  John  iii.  2*)  and,  his 

face  in  right confnefs^  they  fbaU  bear  his  hkenefs ,  (Ff* 
iwii-  15.)  as  confpicuouily  as  if  his  name  and  the  cfca- 
rapiers  of  his  glorious  and  holy  ima.ee  were  written  on 
their  foreheads,  in  like  manner  as  hotinefs  to  the  Lord 
was  engraven  on  j4aron*&  mitre,  which  was  put  upon 
bis  forehead*  {JIxoj*  xxviii.  36,— 38*) 

5  And  G>  illuftrious  will  be  their  light  of  knowledge, 
purity,  and  joy,  that  there  fhall  not  be  the  leaft  d-trk- 
nefsoi  error,  fin  or  afiLi£kion  ^  and  foch  wilt  be  the  per* 
fection  of  this  light,  tbat  they  will  have  no  oceaCon  for 
creature- a flifhnces  to  add  to  their  comfort,  fnch  as  the 
light  of  a  candle,  which  is  wont  in  this  world  to  relieve 
the  darknefs  of  the  night ;  or  the  light  of  the  fun  in  the 
firmament  to  enlighten  it  by  day  ;  which  may  be  ccrn- 
Gdcred  as  emblematical  intimations  that  they  fhall 
neither  have  any  need  of  the  faint  light  of  the  ceremo¬ 
nial!  a  vr;  no,  nor  of  the  clearer  light  of  the  gofpel,  and 
of  its  ordinances  of  divine  worfhip:  For  the  Lord  Je¬ 
hovah  himfelfis  the  immediate  fountain  of  light  to  irra* 
adiate  and  fill  them  with  his  glory,  that  in  his  light 
they  may  fee  lights  111  all  its  beauteous  and  transforming 
maniicttations:  {P/aL  xxxvi,  9,)  And  they  (ball  reign, 
like  kings  on  their  thrones,  with  dignity  and  honour 
in  his  hlifsfu)  prefence  to  all  eternity,  which  will  make 
them  a  rich  amends  for  all  the  tribulations  that  they 
endured  with  faith  and  patience  on  earth  for  bis  name’s 
fake.  (See  2  Cor .  iv.  17*) 

6  And  the  conducting  angel,  having  led  me  thro* 
the  vifions,  which  ended  in  the  final  happinds  and 
glory  of  the  faints,  faidto  me,  AJ!  the  things  that  you 
have  heard  and  feen,  and  recorded  for  the  ufo,  en¬ 
couragement,  and  benefit  of  the  church  in  all  ages, 
fhall  be  faithfully  accomptifhed,  and  are  infallibly  true, 
to  be  fulfilled  in  their  order*  And  the  Lord  Jefus,  who 
in  his  original  nature  is,  with  the  Farher  and  Spirit, 
the  only  living  and  true  God,  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  i. 
1.)  and  who  infpired  and  authorised  his  holy  prophets 
of  old  to  foretel  the  things  which  were  revealed  to 
them,  relating  to  bis  fullering*,  and  the  glory  that 
fhould  follow,  (1  Pet*  u  n*)  Iras  fent  me,  his  angel, 
with  thefe  divine  nuffages  to  make  known  to  his  fer- 
vanrs,  of  tbe  New  TcSatnent  church,  the  things  which 

dull 


Ch.  »it. 


j  Bdw4d ,  I 

r<jmc  : 

Ditfkxl  jV  he  that 
kccpcili  the  fijr- 
jnir*  of  tlic  pm* 

p!i*cy  of  this 
book. 


H  And  I  John 
few  t\tck  things, 
and  heard  them, 
And  when  I  had 
heard  and  f«n, 
1.  fell  down  to* 
v*onh;p  before  »he 
feet  of  (he  anjd, 
which  (hewed  me 
ibdct^in^ 


9  Then  faith 
he  uhto  me.  Sec 

the  da  U  d«(  : 
for  I  am  thy  fel* 
W-fcfsfaiH,  and 
of  thy  breihren 

t  flc  prophet  4,  in  d 
of  them  which 
keep  the  faying* 
of  this  b»k : 
imrflitp  God, 
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(hall  begin  to  be  performed  very  foon  after  this  revela¬ 
tion  of  them*  till  they  be  jmdujiiy  completed  in  their 
proper  ferits;  and  the  fuifiimau  of  them  all  will  be  in 
a  litrle  (pace  of  time,  compared  with  eternity^  when 
they  will  iffiie  in  the  cor* Ion: mate  happinefs  of  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  Lamb* 

7  In  further  confirmation  of  all  thefc  things,  Jefus 
himfelf  fpakc,  (wr.  16.  so.)  laying,  Obfoive  with  ar~ 
tention,  admiration,  and  joy,  l  am  juft  ready  to  begin 
the  accomplishment  of  then),  and  to  carry  them  on  in 
their  proper  order,  till  all  imiH  be  foifiiled;  and,  com¬ 
paratively  fp  taking,  I  will  ere  long  come,  to  put  an 
end  to  all  the  troubles  of  my  people,  and  perfect  their 
felicity  in  the  heavenly  ft.uc<  ile  is  a  happy  creature 
indeed,  and  Dull  be  inexprdEbly  f0  for  ever,  who,  in 
the  fevcral  periods  of  accontplhhment,  carefully  con* 
ltders,  and  cheerfully  embraces,  and  behaves  fuitable  to 
the  boly,  encouraging!  and  comfortable  defign  of  the 
revelations,  which  are  made  in  the  prophecies  recorded 
in  this  book,  for  the  nfeof  the  church  in  all  ages*  till 
the  whole  feene  (hall  be  fitufhed* 

8  And  I  Jobny  to  whom  the  revelations  were  made, 
bad  all  along  viiionary  profpefb  of  all  thefe  important 
things,  and  heard  what  was  faid  to  explain  and  confirm 
them*  And  when  in  this  manner  I  had  been  informed 
of  all  the  particulars  that  have  been  recited,  I  wa* 
wonderfully  affedled  with  them,  and  in  a  Hidden  rap¬ 
ture,  which  almofl  overpowered  my  mind,  (fee 
the  note  on  chap,  ais*  10*}  I  again  ,  through  want 
of  recollecting  my  former  error  and  rebuke  for  ir,  pro* 
(traced  myfelf,  hi  a  poflure  of  adoration,  at  the  fret  of 
the  angel,  who,  by  Clirift’s  commiGion,  as  I  afterwards 
found,  (wr.  9.)  had  tfifeovered  thefe  things  to  me* 

9  Upon  his  perceiving  this,  he  inftantly  reproved, 
and  prevented  me,  frying,  'lake  heed  of  paying  any  re- 
ligious  homage  to  me,  who  have  no  claim  to  it :  For  I 
am  not  Jefus  the  Saviour,  but  only  one  of  his  fervantt, 
that  worfliip,  and  adore  him,  and  do  his  will  j  and  am 
not  the  author  of  thefe  revelations,  but  ;i  melTenger* 
like  yourfelf,  to  communicate  them  to  you,  as  you  are 
to  do  to  the  church  :  and  1  have  herein  only  aci-d  the 
part  of  a  fello w-fervant  wuh  you,  and  with  your  bre¬ 
thren  in  cflxce,  the  prophets,  apoflles,  and  ministers  of 
the  gofpel,  and  with  the  faiim,  that  (hew  a  juft  regard 
to  the  things  delivered  in  this  prophetic  book.  Let 
therefore  all  your  adoraiion  or  religious  worfhip  be 
paid  to  the  only  true  God,  to  whom  alone  it  is  due  :  For 
the  nature  of  things,  ami  the  divine  command  have  fix¬ 
ed 
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lo  Anil  he 
frHh  vato  me * 
Seal  tint  %\\c  fay* 
ines  of  the  pro- 
pJitcy  of  fl'U 
hook  :  ft>r  the 
time  U  at  hand* 


it  He  that  is 
tonjuft,  let  him  be 
unjoft  ftill  t  and 
he  which  if  fel'hy, 
let  htm  be  filthy 
(till:  andheihat 
i+  right  mu,  k; 
Hm  Ih:  rigb:r.tn 
flill :  and  he  that 
is  holy,  let  him 
be  holy  itilL 


1%  And  beboM, 
I  come  qircfcty ; 
and  my  reua.nl  it 
with  me,  to  give 
every  man  ae* 
eordtog  as  his 
work  fctll  be. 


ed  an  unalterable  obligation  to  worfbip  the  Lord  thj 
God,  and  him  only  to  /erve,  (Mar,  iv.  10, ) 

10  An  A  the  angel,  or  rather  Chrift  trimfelf*,  char¬ 
ged  me,  not  to  conceal  the  things  contained  in  this 
prophecy,  as  though  they. were  to  be  faded  up  in  the 
book  which  I  had  wrote,  and  fu  hid  from  the  notice  of 
the  church,  relating  to  the  troubles  they  aic  to  expert, 
anil  the  glorious  iljutfs  of  them  :  For  the  time  draws 
nigh,  (laid  he)  in  which  they  (halt  begin  to  take  place, 
and  be  carried  on  in  a  due  feries,  till  they  all  be  fulfil- 
led*  which,  compared  with  the  fucceeding  eternity, 
will  be  but  a  little  while  hence* 

11  Then  the  (late  ami  condition  of  all  mankind  {hall 
be  unalterably  fixed,  never  to  admit  of  any  after-change; 
but  the  dec! five  irreverfible  lenience  (half  go  forth,  fay¬ 
ing,  He  that  is  dedicate  of  righteoufoefs  to  give  him 
acceptance  with  God,  as  found  to  be  an  evil-doer,  Lee 
him  for  cwr  remain  in  that  deplorable  ftatc  :  And  he 
that  is  under  the  prevailing  defilement  of  fin,  Le:  hun 
never  be  cured  of  bis  loathfome  difrafa  :  And  on  the 
other  band,  he  that  is  righteous  before  GodTor  j unifi¬ 
cation  to  eternal  life,  and  appears  to  be  io  hy  bis  fruits 
of  rightcoufneft,  Let  him  (land  for  ever  juflified  in  his 
prefancc  :  And  he  that  is  renewed  and  fan&ified  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  Let  him  be  for  ever  holy^  without  blemijb, 
/pot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fucb  things  (Eph,  v,  17*)  What 
every  one  now  is,  he  (hall  be  unchangeably,  for  mifriyf 
or  happinefs,  to  all  eternity* 

12  And  the  more  llrcngly  to  adore  the  church  of 
this,  and  to  imprefs  them  with  it,  for  their  encourage¬ 
ment  and  joy,  13choM,  fa  id  the  blefied  jefas  again,  (fae 
ven  7*)  1  am  fpeedily  coming  at  the  appointed  time, 
which  dull  not  tarry,  but  hailens  apace  to  bring  all 
things  to  (heir  final  ifTue*  And  according  to  ancient 
prophecies  of  my  coming  with  my  reward,  (1/d,  il  10* 
and  Ixii*  11.)  1  who  as  Mediator  and  Judge  of  the  whole 
world,  have  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  will  then 
d  attribute  rewards  of  grace  to  the  righteous  and  holy, 
and  inflitt  condign  puni foment  on  the  unrighteous  -rid 

fihhj } 


NOTE. 

*  As  CluHlkid  fpofcr,  vtr,  t-  fi>  in  this  irf  the  ebnrch,  and  1?  foretelling  the  condi- 
and  (he  nntt  verk,,  (ucieft  make  then  »io;joi  fmutr*  and  faiuis  in  c'nicq«c.i;:  i/t 
sodver.  B*  p  a  parent  hefu)  the  lame  per*  tr,  *sver.  u.)  which  tsfc^rg  \Uz  iirspe- 

frit  tVeais  to  he  the  fpeakcr,  who  again  fjMl,  trt\\*  for  the  ftrnre  (wife  c'Jtdi.-kr  as  a  pr.^ 
“  BcIkiU  I  come  quickly^1  See-  vtr.  ii.  pnccy  of  the  tiilicrfnt  that  this  kvc- 

And  the  things  here  dctivcied  are  the  more  Sati *n  %’oald  have  upon  ihcm  refpcO'ivdy ; 
fblcinoly  infottett,  on  flip  portion  of  their  ivSiik  oth^  (to  whom  1  inclin')  ccinf:^cr  a 
being  pn>iH>unc6l  Immcd  a  cJy  by  (lie  Lord  a*  rfritcncc:  that  will  fix  thc;r  (Lie  ml  tttt 
Jefus  Tumfctf,  as  giving  the  charge  that  ibis  per  zi  the  dm!  judgment, 
tcvcUtius  fhuuU  be  mudt  kii^vjvfor  the  u;ir 


Ch,  nil# 


1 1  1  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  rhc 
begin  nine  and  the 
end,  theM  and 
the  latt* 


14  BkfTed  are 
they  that  do 
hit  com  mi  nd  * 
roerUf,  that  they 
iray  have  right 
to  the  tree  of 
life,  5m<t  maty  en¬ 
ter  in  through 
the  gate*  into  the 
*it* 


ij  For  without 
§rt  dogs  and  for* 
eeftrs,  and  whore- 
moo*  ri  ,  and 
murderers,  and 
rtfatam  *  end 
♦hefoew  heeth 
and  euketh  1  li*t 
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filthy  ;  and  will  impartially  deal  with  every  one  aeconf- 
ing  to  the  nature  and  proportion  of  lulmt  b.'  ha  s' done  in  bis 
body,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  (t  Cor.  v.  10.)  as  it 
fhall  then  be  found  to  be. 

13  And  (till  further  to  confirm  all  this,  beyond 
doubt,  he  again  qiTeriril  his  own  divine  and  mediatorial 
characters,  as  he  had  before  {chap.  i.  0,  it,  fie  the 
note  on  ver,  8.  there,)  faying,  As  the  Greek  alphabet 
begins  with  Atpha^  and  ends  with  Omega ,  fo  all  <iif~ 
peiifations  of  providence  and  graced  as  well  as  the  cre¬ 
ation  itfclf,  begin  and  end  in  me,  as  the  Author  and 
Finilher  of  them  ;  and  I,  who  eternally  cxifted  before 
them,  and  fhall  do  fo  unchangeably  after  them,  will 
give  them  their  final  period  at  my  fecoad  coming. 

14  Then  it  (hall  appear  with  unconrroulablc  evidence, 
that  they  are,  and  for  ever  (lull  be,  unfpcakably  happy, 
who  confcientioufly  attend  to,  and,  from  a  principal  of 
faith  and  love,  fincerely  obferve  the  commandments  of 
God,  in  all  moral  obedience,  together  with  all  gofpel- 
inftitutions,  and  the  duties  which  the  Lord  jefus  has 
enjoined  in  this  prophetic  book,  who  will  be  their  Judge 
at  the  lift  day,  that  they,  heing  hereby  proved  to  be 
my  true  and  faithful  difciples,  may'  have  the  dignity 
and  authority  (>?»*«)  by  my  free  grant,  ( chap,  ii.  7.)  and 
it  may  be  lawful  for  them  to  partake  of  all  the  great 
and  glorious  blefiings  that  are  produced  by  the  tree  of 
life,  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  ver.  2.) ;  and,  in  coiife- 
quence  thereof,  may  have  admifiion  through  the  gates, 
which  are  ever  open  for  them,  and  them  only,  to  en¬ 
ter  into  the  city  of  God  above.  {Chap.  xxi.  21,  25.) 

15  For  the  wicked  and  ungodly  of  every  character 
iha.ll  be  fliut  out,  and  utterly  excluded  from  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  and  delightful  enteitaimnenis  of  this  glorious  ci¬ 
ty  ;  as  particularly,  fuch  finuers  and  antichriltisn-  ene¬ 
mies,  as  for  their  impurities,  oppofirion  to  the  truth, 
and  perfections  of  the  faints,  ir.r.v  b?  likened  to  filthy, 
fierce,  and  voracious  dogs,  (fee  Matth.  vii.  6.  and  Phil . 
•iii.  2.)  as  alfo  pretenders  to  tr  njutMig  and  witchcraft ; 
and  unclean  perfotts,  that  addift  ibemfilvts  10  fornica¬ 
tion,  or  adultery  ;  and  blood-;  hirity  murderers,  that 
tnal/cioufly  and  unlawfully  take  away  the  life  of  others, 
or  perfe cure  any  to  death  for  righteoufnefs  fake  ;  and 
worlhippers  of  images  and  falfe  gods,  or  of  the  true  God 
by  external  fymhols,  contrary  to  bis  iuftittmon  ;  and 
whoever  he  be  that  conti ives,  has  pkafute  in,  ami  de- 
fignedly  utters  any  fal&hood  to  impofe  upon,  and  de¬ 
ceive  his  fellow -creatures,  all  whivh  maybe  reckoned 
among  tbs  notorioufly  abounding  crimes  of  tbe  popifii 

B  b  party  ; 


IS  I  JfffilS  1 !BV^ 
fcnt  mine 
to  rdh'y  untn 
ygu  theft  tilings 
in  rite  dturchtv. 
I  am  the  rjut  hihJ 
tlic  tjfTtprintj  of 
UU-virf,  and  the 
brt^la  Uiiti  dioro- 
tig  Jhf. 


»7  Acul  the 
/pint  and  the 
btitle  fay*  Cjigc* 
Ai^t  let  KiJi  tlia: 
Jltarw'th,  fjVt 
Cmue.  Ar.d  !cl 
himtlitfisattmttt 
ro:nc:  Andwhn- 
foever  will*  Jet 

him  tifcc  ibe  i> 
UT  uHifc  freely* 
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party  :  Whofoever  lives  and  dies  under  the  guilt  of  any 
of  thefe  (ins  (halt  be  cajt  into  outer  darknep,  where  Jbali 
be  weeping  and  gnajbing  of  teeth.  (Mauh.  xxii.  13. 
See  alfo  iiev.  xxi.  8.) 

16  Then  the  Lord  Jcfur,  to  fatisfy  me  that  I  was  un¬ 
der  no  delation*  and  to  add  the  greater  weight  and  au¬ 
thority  to  all  that  I  had  feen  3ml  heard*  dire&$d  his 
words  to  me*  faying*- 1  Jefus,  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
angels*  ant)  the  Lord  God  of  the  prophets*  (fre  the 
paraphrale  on  ver.  6.)  *  it  is  I  royfelf  who  employed  my 
angelic  meflengcr  to  communicate  all  thefe  things  to 
you*  that  they  may  be  declared*  as  3  -reftimony  from 
me  (**,‘  concerning  the  churches,  and  in  and 

among  them  of  this  and  all  fucceeding  generations  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  I,  who  have  done  this*  neither 
will*  nor  can  deceive  you ;  For  If  as  God,  am  the  Hoot, 
Lord  and  Source  of  Davids  family  andiciogdom ;  and* 
as  m»n*  am  Davids  foil,  truly  defeended  from  his 
loins :  {Mattb.  xxii,  41,— -45.)  And,  as  was  prophefi;tl 
of  the  Mcfliah*  (.ViwA.  xxiv.  17.)  I  am  the  Star  cut  cf 
Jacob,  like  the  bright  and  morning-flar*  and  the  Sun  rf 
right  eoufne ft  fhimng  in  all  my  glory,  (Malatb.  tv,  2.) 
I  have  rofc  to  put  a  total  end  to  the  night  of  antichriui- 
anifm*  and  to.  fcatter  all  the  darknefs  of  ignorance  and 
error*  tin  and  farrow  5  and  to  uf her  in  aa  eternal  day  or' 
lighr,  purity,  and  joy,  with  unclouded  ludre, 

17  And  as  thefe  are  matters  of  the  greated  eor.fe- 
quence*  forafliiring  the  people  of  God  of  the  certain 
deflrudliou.of  all  their  enemies*  and  of  their  owt>  com¬ 
plete  and  eternal  falvatrotl,  the  Spirit  of  prop  lecy  here¬ 
by  tdtifics  his  approbation  of  it,  and  doth  the  fame,  as 
he  is  the  Holy  Spirit  that  fpeaks  in  the  hearts  of  belie¬ 
vers  j  ami  they,  the  Lambda  wife*  inclufive  of  the 
church- militant  and  triumph  am,  fay  with  earned  detire 
and  expectation*  Come,  Lord  Jefus  {ver.  20.)  in  all  thy 
glory,  to  fulfil. thy  gracious  promifes,  and  folemnize 
the  marriage  with  thine  efpatifcd  bride,  {chap.  xst.  a, 
9.}  And  let  every  one  that  hears*  underftauds,  and  be¬ 
lieves  the  things  contained  in  this  prophecy*  join  with 
the  Spirit  and  bride  in  faying*  Come,  Lord  jefus  :  Ar.*. 
let  every  one  that  thirds  after  righteoufnefs*  and  aftr: 
the  everlading  happinefs,  which  fhall  be  brought  to  th- 
church  at  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  (t  Pet,  i.  13. 
come  by  faith  to  him  for  thefe  mod  excellent  of  a: 
bleflinga  :  and  whofe  heart  foever  is  inclined  and  den 
rous  to  be  made  paartaker  of  them,  let  him  come  and 
welcome,  to  refrefli  his  weary  foul  by  drinking  grain 
without  money  and  without  price*  of  the  ever-iloiviig 

sad 


Cb.  sxii. 


18  F«TI  teflj- 
fy  unto  wry 
nun  that  holtth 
the  aofdt  «f  tbc 
praphccy  off  tbi* 
book,  lfuiy  mao 
tall  add  u  a  to 
thefcihingfit  God 
tall  add  unto 
hira  the  f>hjguet 
that  m  wncten 
in  this  boot : 


i  j  And  if  any 
man  tall  take 
away  from  the 
words  Of  thr 
book  of  this  pro- 
liiocy,  God  tall 
tike  away  hit 
part  oat  of  the 
book  of  life,  and 
Oat  of  the  holy 
dty,  and  frv* 
the  things  which 
are  written  in  this 
book. 


lo  He  which 
teftifieih  thefe 
tilings  t  huh  f 
Sorely  I  come 

Sukkly.  Amen, 
ifcn  ft,  come 
Lord  Jtfiu. 
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and  overflowing  water  of  life,  which  forints  from  l’.tm, 
{chap.  xxi.  6.)  and  will  be  a  fountain  of  all  divine  coil- 
iolation ,  in  its  utmoft  fulnd's  for  ever,  at  hid  fecomi 
coming  to  complete  the  prophecies  of  this  book, 
which  are  to  be  believed,  juft  as  they  arc  here  reveal¬ 
ed. 

18  For  1,  the  divine  author  of  this  revelation,  {vcr. 
ao.)  and  the  faithful  and  trv-'  Witnejsy  (chap.  tii.  14.) 
do  Iblemnly  declare  to  everyone  that  hears  the  prophe¬ 
cies  contained  in  tbU  book,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the 
church  and  the  world,  which  (hall  end  in  the  final  de- 
ftru&ion  of  mine  enemies,  and  the  complete  lalvation 
of  my  people,  If  any  one,  be  his  chara&er  what  it  will, 
(hall  prefume  to  add  any  pretended  vilibns  or  revela* 
lions  contrary  to  thefe  $  or  (halt  wilfully  pervert  their 
meaning,  by  putting  falfc  interpretations  upon  them, 
God  will  certainty  inflift  upon  him  the  dreadful  punifii- 
ments,  that  are  threatued  in  this  book,  and  particular¬ 
ly  all  thofe  that  are  denounced  againft  importers  and 
deceivers. 

19  And  if,  on  the  contrary,  anyone  (hall  dare  to  de¬ 
train  from,  or  go  about  wilfully  to  explain  away,  fee 
■fide,  or  nullify  any  part  of  the  writings,  or  of  the 
things  written  in  this  prophetic  book,  or  ihali  pemrfe- 
ly  deny  it3  divine  authority,  God,  in  his  juft  refent- 
ment,  will  certainly. cut  him  o)F  from  the  intereft  that 
he  profefled,  or  hoped,  or  feemed  to  have*  (Luke  viii. 
18.)  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life,  {chap,  xxi,  27.);  and 
from  all  the  blcflings  of  the  heavenly  and  holy  Je~ 
rufaiem,  and  all  the  great  and  glorious  thing?,  which 
are  promifed  in  this  prophetic  book  to  them  that  over¬ 
come)  and  are  faithful  unto  death  :  (Chap.  ii.  7,  10,  17. 
and  tii.  5, 12,  21*)  He  (hall  be  for  ever  excluded  from 
them :  All  which  may  be  considered  as  a  folemn  and  aw¬ 
ful  fan&ion  to  confirm,  not  only  i he  divine  authority 
of  this  bock,  but  of  the  wnole  of  the  New  Teftamcnt* 
revdation,  as  it  ciofes  its  canon,  io  like  manner,  as 
Mofes  guarded  the  divine  authority  of  the  law,  {Deut. 
iv.  2*  and  xii.  32*)  and  as  God  himftlf  did  the  like,  in 
doling  up  the  canon  of  the  Old  Tcftamcnt.  {Malic. 
iv.  4,) 

20' The- Lord  Jefus,  who  is  the  Author  of  the  whols 
of  this  revelation,  and  fo  folcmnly  confirms  ir,  (err. 
18,  19.)  fays  for  the  encouragement  and  comfort  of 
the  church  under  all  their  intermediate  trials  and  afflic¬ 
tions,  I  am  certainly  coming,  without  delay,  as  foon 
as  ever  things  are  ripe,  which  will  be  ere  long,  for  their 
perfect  and  cvcrlafting  happmefs,  and  for  the  utter  de- 
B  b  2  ftru&ion 
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ftrutrion  of  all  their  enemies,  at  the  3 aft  day.  Here¬ 
upon  I*  the  writer  of  thefe  prophecies,  to  exprefc  my 
faith,  together  with  my  earned  defire  and  hope  of  it, 
laid,  Amen*  in  like  manner  as  the  whole  church  could 
cheerfully  txcho  bade  to  bis  voice,  faying.  So  we  re¬ 
joice  and  long  to  have  it,  and  are  fully  fatisfied  it  will 
be.  Come,  Lord  Jefus,  in  all  thy  glory  ;  Come  quickly, 
as  tboo  had  fatd,  for  our  help,  deliverance,  and  com- 
pleat  hlntioDi 

xi  The  pin  at  In  the  mean  while,  to  conclude  the  whole  with 
r  llSl  an  spo^oltc  benedi&ioo,  foitable  to  the  date  of  the 
you  all.  *-» ■ »-  church,  and  to  the  duties  incumbent  upon  it,  during 

its  afflidions  and  trials  . on  earth,  May  the  free  love  or 
favour  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  and  all 
its  fpeciaL  fruits  and  blcflings,  richly  abound,  and  be 
mamfefted,  in  all  fetfonable  fnpplies  of  grace  and 
ftrengtb,  fupport,  guidance,  and  confolation,  to  all  and 
every  one  of  you  in  every  age,  who  love,  look,  and 
long  for  his  fccond  coming  1  So  may  it  be  1  and  in  tef- 
timony  of  my  great  defire,  hope,  aod  aBu ranee  of  its 
being  to,  1  heartily  fay,  and  let  them  all  join  with  roe 
in  faying.  Amen. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Wh.it  a  faithfulncft  of  joy  fliaH  Chrift**  faithful  followers  have  in  the  heaven:, 
leruialtm  to  baniili  all  their  furrows !  There  they  ftiall  drink  at  lb;  fountain¬ 
head  of  the  water  of  life,  which  pmemta  from  the  throne  of  God  and  the 
Lamb*  an  in  the  mklft  of  them  ;  and  fhall  be  ever  drafting  on  tbcvarioufti  abun¬ 
dant,  and  delicious  fruit  of  ChrHI's  love  and  purchafe*  as  the  tree  of  life ;  and 
be  perfe&ly  free  from  all  mabdies  of  foul  and  body,  and  from  all  the  dreadful* 
effects  and  confcqiieiices  of  the  original  curfe :  They  fhall  be  publicly  known  amt 
owned  to  be  the  Lord's ;  and  fhntl  dwell  in  the  light  of  Ms  immediate  pretence, 
snd  heboid  bis  face  in  rightcoufoefs,  without  any  cloud  or  darkoefs  at  all.  And 
O  with  what  uninterrupted1  conflaucy,  chtrrfulnefc,  and  delight,  will  they  thtu 
worihip,  ferve,  and  glorify  him  !  and  with  what  dignity  and  honour  reign  with 
him  for  ever  and  ever !  How  unspeakable  is  the  hrtppinefs  of  tbofc  that  faithfully 
obferve.  and  behave  in  a  due  carrcfpoodcuce  to  the  prophecies  of  this  bcok, 
which  is  bud  open  to  be  read  and  confidereri,  for  the  fupport  aiul  comfort  of  th.* 
church  under  all  its  prcfcnt  troubles  I  They  who,  upon  trial,  ihall  be  fouiid 
true  befievm,  by  the  fruits  of  their  faith*  in  confcfcntioufly  obfemng  the  com¬ 
mands  of  God,  fliall  be  authored  and  qualified  to  partake  of  all  the  bfeffednefe 
of  thr  cdeflial  world,  and  be  admitted  to  an  enjoyment  of  it :  But  all  the  wick¬ 
ed  and  ungodly*  of  every  character,  fliall  be  exft  into  utter  darknefs.  The  ftate 
and  condition  of  every  one  fliall  be  finally  decided,  forhappinefs*  ormiiery,  at 
Oh  rift's  fccond  coming;  and  they  who  flail  then  be  unrighteous  and  defiled,  on 
one  hand,  or  righteous  and  hojy,  on  the  other,  ihall  continue  to  be  fo  for  ever* 
O  foie  mn  thought  1  How  certain  and  Important  arc  thefe  great  events!  Thnr 
are  teftified  by  the  apoftle  Joho,  and  by  the  angd,  who  conducted  him  in  hi'a 
vifions*  as  his  fellow*  fervanr,  but  not  as  an  object  of  religious  wurlhip*  which 
is  due  to  God  only :  yea,  by  Jefus  Chrift  himfclfr  who  introduces  the  eternal  dav 
of  light  and  glory,  like  tlic  illuftlious  morning. flar ;  and  who,  as  the  Lord  God 
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of  the  prophets,  feot  Mb  angrf  to  communicate  thefe  things;  and  declared*  ogam 
and  again,  that  he  would  quickly  come  to  execute  them*  in  judgment  and  in 
mtrey*  till  they  all  (hall  be  fulfilled  at  the  great  day  of  account.  How  danger* 
ous  is  it  to  add  to*  detract  from*  pervert,  or  deny  thefe  (acred  records,  or  any 
other  part-of  the  word  of  Godl  We  Jhould  dread  doing  any  thing  like  ei¬ 
ther  oF 4hefe,  u  ever  we  would  cfcape  the  torments  threatened,  and  inherit 
ihe  bleffingapromifod*  in  this  book.  And  bow  certainly  may  vre  depend  Oh 
t-hrilL*s  coming,  ere  Jong,  with  his  rewards  of  juflice  and  grace  to  every  one 
according  to  his  works,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad !  With  a  view  nere- 
uT^n  he  fays,  <4  Surety,  I  come  quickly*^  And  what  is  the  language  of  the 
spirit  in  bis  word,  and  in  the  hearts  of  believers,  and  their  language  under 
his  iaRucnce,  but,  **  Amen,  even  fo  come*  Lord  Jefus?**  in  the  mean 
while.  How  endearing  and  encouraging  are  gofpel  imrU  at  intis  to  thirfty  fouls 
to  come  by  faith  to  Chrift,  and  dunk  at  free  ©oft,  and  abundantly,  of  the 
water  of  life?  That  we  feverally  may  do  £b,  while  we  are  under  the  dif* 
pznfatioD  of  gofpel'grftoe*  May  the  free  love  and  favour  of  our  Lord  Jefiia 
Thrift,  and  w*ry  happy  fruit  and  mairifcftatiou  thereof  be  continually  with 
ns  all!  Amen- 
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ALPHABETICAL  TABLE 
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Principal  things  contained  in  the  Pajuphra.se  and  efpecial- 
I)'  in  the  Notes,  of  this  and  the  five  former  Volumes. 

N.  B,  p,  ftaads  for  parapbrafe,  and  n.  for  noteu 


*  A  BBA/  fome  account  of  the  word, 
JHL  will  its  fignifieatiuil,  n,  Rom,  3, 
15 

*  Abomination  of  deflation/  what  fo 
call  erf,  and  who*  p*  and  n*  Mat.  14*  15 

*  Abraham,'  his  attempt  to  offer  up  hU 
fon  vindicated,  n,  Hcb-  ti.  17* 

*  Acceptance/  of  thofc  that  in  every  na^ 
tion  fear  God  and  work  rightcoufnefs, 
how  to  be  underftood,  n-  Ads  10* 

*  Accnrfed  from  C hr i ft,’  in  what  fenfe 
Paul  wiihtd  himfdf  fo,  p-  and  n.  Rom, 

,  9+  3, 

*  not  uncommon  to  put  this  for 
the  object  in  feripture,  o,  chap,  4.  5 

— — t  judicial  of  G^d,  in  coriff  qut  ncc 
of,  and  a  juft  putiifhment  for  what, 
n.  John  i&t  40 

*  Adam/  a  covenant -head,  n.  Rom.  j. 
14 

*  - and  Chnft/  one  l>eing  of  the 

earth  earthly,  and  the  other,  the  Lon] 
from  heaven,  relates  to  what,  11,  1 
Cor-  1  j,  47 

-  Added  to  the  Lord/  the  impjrt  efit, 
»,  Arts  it-  n 

*  Add  reft,  retel  ls  and  the  Pcpe's  very 
tiiflervnt,  n.  1  PeL  j.  1 

*  Adorning,  womens/ what  fort  there¬ 
of  condemned,  n-  1  Tim.  %,  9 

f  Adm#  where,  n,  Afts  27*  27. 

*  Adultery,  the  Tvorrmi  taken  in,  nn 
cn  faring  queftion  put  by  the  feribes 
and  Pharifecs  to  thrift  about  her,  n. 
John  8.  6 

*  A^cii/  three  of  the  world continu¬ 
ance,  according  to  the  Jews,  nf  1  Cor* 

ao.  it. 


*  Agony/  Chrift'a  greater  In  foul  than 
tn  body,  0,  Luke  21.  44 

1  Agrippa,’  Son  of  Herod  Agrtppa,  h:s 
good  charafter,  n.  Afts  *5*  13. 

*  Alexander  the  copper  fmith/  Paul's 
manner  offpcaktne,  concerning  him, 
no  rule  for  usT  a.  1  Tim.  4*  14 

1  Alive/  the  all  made  fo  in  Chnft, 
who  they  are,  n.  j  Cor.  rj. 

*  Alone/  in  what  fenfe  Chrift  was  not 
fo  n*  John  18,  16 

*  Alpha  and  Omega/  Ch  rift's  callirg 
hhnfelffo,  a  ftrong  alteration  to  his 
true  aod  proper  divinity,  n,  Rev,  1,  8 

*  Altar,  at  Athens  by  whom  fet  up,  u. 
Afts  17.  23 

*  - 'the  fouls  that  were  under  ir, 

ftema  not  to  allude  to  the  brazen  al¬ 
tar,  but  to  the  altar  of  incenfe,  n-Rtv. 
6.  9 

*  Amanuenfis/  Paul  often  ufed  one,  n, 
Rom.  t d.  22.  and  Gal,  6.  ir 

4  Amen/  pronounced  by  the  JciviJh 
church,  and  by  the  primitive  Chrifti- 
an-ehurchi  at  the  end  of  the  miniftet  / 
public  thaDkfgiviug  and  praife,  n. 
1  Cor.  14.  16. 

4  Amphipolk,  why  fo  called,  n.  Acis 
T7.  I 

*  Ananias,  the  High  Prieft,  Paul's  re¬ 
primand  of  him  how  to  be  coaftde- 
red*  n.  Atf&  23.  3 

-  Anathema  >  Marauarhe/  the  fignifit-i- 
tion  thereof,  n*  j  Cor,  16.  21 

‘  Anceftors/  Chrift's  remarks  upon 
them,  n.  Mat.  j,  16 

*  Angel/  tutelar  cr  guardian,  to  every 
good  man,  no  foundation  in  (crip- 
ture  for  the  notion,  11.  Atfte  11.  i> 

Angel 
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*  Angd,  another/  Chrifc  fa  called,  n. 
Rev*  7.  i+  and  8  3  and  18.  a 

4  — —  of  the  church/  who  f<>  ft \fa6  n. 
Luke.  4.  *7 

*  Angds/  bow  many  appeared  to  the 
wotnen  at  Cbrid1*  fr  pa’cTif  c,  □*  Mat 
*8*5.  and  whc»  her  titty  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  (Keen  alio  at  another  time*  n- 
John  10.  1 

4  — '  Cfcriff's  not  Ukingontoim  their 
nature  explained,  r,  Heb.  2,  16 

*  s  why  thrift's  preeminence;!* 
bove  them  proper  to  be  mftltcd  on,  n. 
Het>.  f«  4 

4  ■ 1  1  the  ded,  not  judges,  bpt  wit¬ 

ness,  n(  i  Tim*  j*  ii 

4  Anger/  in  its  own  nature  not  fmfdf, 
iu  Kph.  4.  ;6 

*  — — ’  when  [infill  or  rot*  p,  and  o. 
Mat;  j,  it 

4  Antiocb/  two  places  (b  called,  n.  Ads 
IJ«  *4 

4  An  tip**/  uncertain  who  he  lie  was,  n. 
Rev, »,  J\ 

4  Antonia/  the  cattle  of,  how  fit  oat  ed* 
n,  Acts  xj,  56 

*  Aphorilms/  why  choice  fcntcnccs  fti 
called*  a*  Rein-  1:  t 

*  Apoftates/  ftrong  rxprcffifmu  of  good 
that  may  have  been  found  in  than,tu 
%  Pet.  a.  10 

4  Ap«ft!es/  fignify  what ;  have  no  fiic- 
ceflors  to  the1  r  tpecUl  charades*  pri¬ 
vileges  and  powers,  n>  Rom-  1*  i 

4  Appearances/  Quid's  to  his  difciple* 
alter  his  relunvdion,  not  all. taken 
notice  of  by  any  infpired  writer,'  c. 
t  G*r,  i$<  4 

4  Areopagus/  an  Athenian  court  of  jti- 
dicat  ere,  n*  Ads  *7- 19 

4  Aretas/  who  n.  %  Cor*  11*  3* 

1  Arimalhca*  Jofeph’  of*  uot  certain, 
who,  n,  Luke  23.  5  r 

*  Ark*  Noah's,  the  6gure  andlize  of  it* 
tt.  Kcb.xi.y 

*  - ’  and  the  fafety  of  thole  that 

Avrre  in  it,  prefigured*  not  l>atf  ;f.nt 
but  the  g olpct - fal vatic n,  n*  I  Pet* 3. 

4  Arm  of  the  Lord/  what  it  SgmScff)  n- 
Juhn  11,  38 

*  Arms/  Roinan  law  of,  u.  1  "T  *m,  2*  4 

*  Armour/  why  none  for  the  bact,  n, 
Kph.  6*  f4 

*  — —  of  rightcoufr.efs,*  what  meant 
by  it*  p-  and  n*  *  Cor.  6.  7 

r  Articles  it;  being  left  out  before  the 
word  Gud  ail  objector* 'JiJitik  vfvg'u 
n*  John  x*  1 


Afoetifion*  Chri/t’s,  was  by  his  own 
power,  o.  , o.  1 7 

- *  n„t  f#ift-but  gradual.  whv,a 

Affa  r,  jo  '  • 

- - into  heaven/  the£ocinr*tn  Lidi* 

of jt exploded,  n.  John  3*  ry 
Afla/  the  Idler,  \vh,u  and  where-  n+ 
1  Pcs  t.i 

Aff.s/  rode  upon  by  judges  and  kings 
of  ffrad,  by  David  and  by  ChriP-hLii* 
Mf*  U,  M.lt*  4*.  5 

Attained/ different  lenfes  ofthc  veorJ, 
n*  Phis  3.  ti 

Auguftiuc,  the  famous,  what  text  he 
wa3  converted  by  reading  and  reflec¬ 
ting  upon,  n  +  Rom,  17,.  13 
Authority/  Paul%  vq^sl  to  Peter's,  n* 
Gab  in, 

B 

End/  an  idol  of  the  SuJonhins,  n.  Rom* 

1  r'  4  ' 

Balder/  wha!  the  critics  lay  about  it* 

uirauing,  n*  17.  lU 

B-dtticcs/  a  pair  of,  emblematical  of 
aiTdifLon,  n.  Rev*  6*  j 
Rapufm/  the  mode  of  itt  p*  and  n. 
Mat*  3  6 

—■ ■  — *  large  quantity  of  water  not 
neceflary  to,  n.  Marie  14*  \% 

— — '  John'sand  the  Cl>  ri  ft  ian,  where¬ 
in  they  agree,  and  wherein  they  differ* 
n,  Luke  3.  rG 

- — — 3 'notadminiffercdkyChriftbiin- 
frtf,  for  wtiat  reafun,  u,  John*  4.  2 
John/  what  it  relAtee  U>*  n* 
Acts  T-  si 

*— *  of  the  Eunuch,  where  n.chap, 
B-  %6 

— - - '  Infant  and  adult,  confifieut 

i«  different  ci  re  urn  fiances  under  the 
gofprl*  (late*  n*  ch;ip<  10. 47 

- — why  not  fkidtobe  admhiiftrrd 

to  Gemile  pmfeiytes  in  the  hiftiluud 
fonn,  T>.  chap,  i-  38  aud  10*  4^ 

- — 1  the  mode  of  it  not  ffgidficii 

by  <jik  bung  buried  with  Chrift,  ti, 
Rom.  6*  4*  and  n*  Cel.  2*  11 
Baptized/  how  Ifrael  were  fo  in  the 
cloud  and  in  the  Tea,  n*  t  Ct.r-  10,  « 
Baptizing*  the  houfehuld)  what  meant 
by  it,  iu  clmp’  1*  16- 
Itarnahas/  au  apoltlc*  attd  SauPs  fel¬ 
low-pupil  uiukr  Gama'ivl,  it.  Ads, 

9,  27 

He^ff/  hia  nuirlxT,  very  djflicjlt  to 
lcttlc*  n.  Rev,  >3.  t8 
Beads/ the  apoflk's  Bghtiitg  vyilli  ihtm 
at  r.phcftis,  diifcrcn;iy  c.v*phdi:cd  n. 

1  Gjr.  ij-  32 


1  Bedzc 
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N  6 

1  Beelzebub/  its  fignincation,  n»  Luke 
.  Ir-J 

1  Beginning,  in  the*/  how  nirlcrftood 
by  the  Socinians,  n*  John  i .  i 
1  —  ™-*eb.»feri  from  the/  whatit  means, 
n,  t  ThefT,  a,  i.i 

IMtal/  itsfignification,  ft,  *Cor,  6,  tj 
Rthwens/  equally  God  the  Father7 $, 
Chriit*-i  anti  tlw  Holy  Ghof/s  proper¬ 
ty,  r„  j  t  or.  <L  15 

Bere.air/  uf  a  religious  fpirit  before 
Paul  pradvnl  10  them,  n  A£Us  i?.  U 
Bernice/  a  My  of  no  good  charac¬ 
ter,  n.  chap. *35,  13 
Bethany,7  from  whence  Chrift  afcend- 
c<L  where  it  was,  n,  Luke  34*  jo 
Kilhcps/  or  paftors  to  attend  the  fpi- 
i'Lu;d.*md  deacons  the  temporal  can¬ 
cer;.*  of  the  church,  n.  Rom  it*  7 

- ’  ChriJltan,  uho*  n.  i  Prt,  5-  % 

* - — '  the  fame  with  elders,  n*  PhiL 

I-  T- 

J  H^'phemy,*  againft  the  Holy  Choft, 
whfir,  p.  and  n,  Mat  xi,  3*andn.  Aft*. 

.  13*  *s 

■  BlefflngGod/  our,  how  different  from 
his  hh  fling  us,  n,  Eph,  r*  3 
Blood,*  moon  turned  into,  metapho¬ 
ric:*!.  n.  Afts  1*  to 
Blood/  the  rating  of  it,  not  in  its  own 
nature  linful,  why  forbid,  n.  Afte  15, 

30 

- - *  the  manner  of  fprtnkUng  it,  a. 

Htb.9.  19  1 

■ — ■ — VfthepafchalLAmb/lie  fpri Tit¬ 
ling  of  it,  a  temporary  oixlinaoce,  n, 
chap,  it,  38 

-  1  of  Abel,  whatintended  there¬ 
by,  n.  chap*  it.  34 
Body/  Chrift's,  did  not  penetrate  the 
door  of  ihe  room  where  the  difdplcs 
were  nfftnblcd-,  n*  Luke  24.  37 
—  —  of  this  death/  the  a po Ah/a 
meaning  by  it,  n  Rom,  7.  34 

*  Sins  without  it,  what  they  are* 
n*  1  Cor.  6-  8 

- — —  PaulV  keeping  it  under,  no 
argument  for  popil h  penances,  n*  chap* 
9,  a; 

*  -  future  rewards  and  punish¬ 

ments  to  be  received  hy  that,  as  well 
as  hy  the  lbul,  n*  2  Cor.  j  to 

‘  - :  in  one*  what  meant  by  it*  ft. 

Eph. ».  16 

*  — : — '  a,  haft  thou  prepared  me/  how 
reconciled  u  Rh  Pf,  40.  6*  n.  Heb*  10. 

.5 

'  Bondage/ great  cot Hdercc  in  the  Jews 
to  ftv  they  never  were  in  any,  d*  John 
i'3i 


£  x. 

*  Bone/  of  the  pafchal  Lamb  not  to  be 
broken,  prefigured  what  n*clup  Jg. 
$6 

f  Book,  the  volume  of/  its  meaning,  m 
Heb  10.  7 

*  Books/  of  the  ancients,  different  in 
form  from  ours,  n  Rev.  »*  1 

*  Bom  out  of  due  time/  in  what  ftnfc 
Paul  was  fo,  n*  1  Cor.  15.  8 

1  Bofnm,  Abraham’/,  what  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  it,  n,  Luke  1 6 

*  Bottles/  formerly  made  of  leather,  n* 
Mark*  2*  22. 

*  Branch/  grafting  it  with  iULbuds, 
what  it  intimates,  n*  Rom*  11*  17 

*  Branches*  withered,  what  men’s  ga¬ 
thering  them  figmfies,  n.  John  ij-  <6 

*  Bread/ aud  daily  bread,  what,  ft*  Mat* 
6.  1 1 

*  — 7  Eating  of  it  in  ihe  kingdom  of 
God,  a  metaphor  Bonifying  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  religion  here,  andthebiri"- 
fcdudis  of  heaven  bmaftiT,  o*  Luke 

14*  H 

1  - *  called  (Thrift's  body,  as  the  paf- 

cal  fupper  was  the  paflover,  n*  chap*  ■ 

12,  19 

<  - *  breaking  of  it,  an  expreflion  of 

different  figmficatton*,  n.  A^ts  3*  4 * 

*  Brcthren/Chrlft^who,!!.  ikf at  (2  4^ 

*  — 1  when  Chr Ut  Jirft  direiHy  called 
his  difciples  fo,  n.  John  io-  17 

*  - *  a  term  not  akvaya  ufed  by  Paul 

with  rerpeft  to  the  fame  fort  of  per- 
Tons,  n,  Afts  23  4 

‘  Bright  nets  of  the  Kather's  Glory,’  what 
Intimated  by  Chrift’s  being  ftiled  fo,  n* 
Heb*  i-j 

*  Built  all  things/  the  meaning  of  it,  n* 
chap.  3.4 

*  liull/  a  fevere  one  of  Pope  Martin’s, 
n.  Re?*  13.  1 7 

*  Buried  with  Chriff/  what  it  relates 
to,  n*  Col*  2*  12 

C 

*  CiGir/  the  prudence  of  Paul  In  ap¬ 
pealing  to  him,  n.  A£ts  a6  3a 

1  CatapEias/  his  prophecy,  the  extent  of 
it,  n  John  11*51 

*  Cainaii,  why  inserted  by  Luke,  it. 
Luke  3-  3d 

f  Calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord/ 
applied  to  Chriff,  n.  Alta  2.  it 

f - of  God  according  lohispurpoft/ 

what  it  relatm  to,  n.Rom*8*  28 

(  —  your/  what  meant  by  it,  0*  t  Cor, 
1,  36 

*  Candare/  a  common  name  of  the 
Ethiopian  queen's,  m  A£U8-  37 

1  CandhAic/ 
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1  Camlltftrc/  the  weight  and  form  of  it, 
n  Heb,  9,  2 

Captains/  or  the  temple,  who,  n- 
Lukeix*  ja.  and  n-  A£b  4.  1 

*  Carnal/  believers  not  abfblutcly,  but 
comparatively  ft>,  n*  l  Cor  3,  l 

4  Carpenter’s  trade,  Cbrilt  faidto  work 
at  it,  it,  Luke  2,  51 

4  Caft-away*  Paul  iu  nodoubt  about  his 
being  fo,  n*  1  Cor*  9*  27 

4  Caftor  and  Pollux*’  forte  account  cf 
them,  ru  A&s  28.  11 

*  Caves,*  ufual  burying  places,  n.  John 
11-  3$ 

*  Crdron/  the  brook,  where  it  ran; 
David,  a  type  of  Chrift  went  over  it, 
n*ch-ip.  18*  I 

4  Center/  goidec,  what,  and  its  ufe*  n* 
Heb, 9  4 

4  Centurion, 1  tirs  office  what ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  be  came  to  Chrift  in  perfon  or 
not,  p*  and  n,  Mat*  8*  5.  and  p.Luke 
7*  3 

4 - J  pr  jbib'y  engflgedinfamdy^ray- 

cr,  wh:n  the  angel  appeared  to  hiui, 
n*Acfs  10.  30 

4  Cha^  r:yf  prifoners,  the  Roman  way 
of  doing  it,  n*  chap*  \  i*  6 

4  Charity/  nut  to  be  retrained  to  what 
vecominouly  call  by  that  mme,  but 
I'gnifics  love*  n*  t  Cur*  13*  1 

4  Chaftr,  PaulV  Rile  remarkably  fu,  0, 
chap*  7,  5 

*  Cherubim/  what  madr  of,  and  in 
what  mavivr  placed  ;  their  form  un¬ 
certain,  n.  Ileb.  9*  j 

4  Children/ why  brought  tcChrrft, 
n*  Mat,  19*  >4^  and  Mark*  >0* 

*  — -  my  little/  moftly  a  term  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  indtarmenl,  rather  than 
adiftimftiun  of  younger  and  weaker 
from  older  and  ftronger  believers,  n* 
i  John  t 

4  —  and  fervants/  Chriftian,  howftr 
to  obey  their  heathen  parents  or  raaf- 
ters,  n,  CM.  3*  ao 

4  Choo  ling  and  calling/  God’s  parricn* 
cutar  perfons  to  cternanite,  intiina- 
ted,  0*  Rom*  9*  24 

4  —  jnd  prakfHnating/  what  they 
may  ftrver ally  Mate  to,  n.  Eph.  j*  5 

4  Cbtift/  the  mofl  high  God  together 
with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  ti.  Luke 
1*  76 

*  - - over  all,  God  blefTeil  fur  ever/ 

n.  Rom*  9-  $ 

4 - *  the  whom  we  are  nor  to 

provoke to  jealotify,  n*  r  Cor.  10,2s 

4  - ’  irfyfticM,  the  meaning  of  the 

ejtpixflion,  m  chap.  13.  ia 


4  “-'the  only  proper,  vita!,  influen¬ 
tial  and  authoritative  bead  of  the 
church,  n.  ibid*  v<  r*  11 

*  — -’included  in  the  living  God,  n» 
2  Cor*  3,  j 

‘  - ’cured  distempers  in  a  God-tike 

way,  p*  and  n*  Mark  7*  34 

*  - *  a  fin-ofleriog,  n,  chap*  5*  31 

*  - ratted  up/  &c*  in  him,  what  it 

relates  to,  n*  Fph,  a*  6 

4 - that  which  1  have  committed  to 

him/  how  to  be  understood,  n, 
2  Tim.  1.  x 2 

1  C  rift  km/  probably  the  new  name, 
which  the  mouth  or  the  Lord  named 
by  immediate  fuggeftiun,  p,  and  n. 
Afta  r  1,  26 

*  Cbritlians/  remarkably  preferred  at  the 
definition  of  Jerufalem,  n*  Lute  a  t* 
18 

4  Church/  the  fiWt  famous  one,  where 
gathered,  n*  Afts  13*  j* 

4  — ’at  JeniCilem*  the  mother-church 
under  the  gofpel-ftatetn*  chap*  18,  11 

4  - J  the  meaning  of  the  word,  n. 

chap- 15.  \2 

(  - *  Chrifthn,  never  met  on  the 

feventh  tUy,  n*chap.  10-  6 
1  - in  their  houie/  how  to  be  under¬ 

stood,  n*  Rom,  16-  5 

4  - *  at  ThcfTdonica,  rot  to  the  mo- 

thcr-churchofMacedonia  and  Achaia 
n,  1  Tli  eft*  1-  8 

< - Romifh/  the  corruption  ofrt,n* 

2  Tim  3*  1 

f  - the  angel  of/  who,  n.  Rev.  a*  1, 

4  Churches/  in  the  apoftlea  days,  con- 
pre^Ationa],  n.  1  (i>r*  14-  23 
4  Cin:nmciliuu/  in  what  (enfe  incon- 
ftftcnt  with  a  ftate  ofpanlon  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  to  eterna!  life,  n,  A<fts  xy,  s 

4 - *  the  (ign  a:id  leal  of  the  covenant 

of  grace)  11  *  Rem.  4.  10.  it 

4  - /  in  what  view  Paul  oppofedit* 

Gal.  5-  6 

*  - - /  of  Chrift  tn  be  taken  in  a  fpi* 

ritual  iVnfe*  n*  CnL  %.  it 

4  Chy,  the  tenth  part  of  it  fell/  what 
meant  thereby,  p-  and  n*  Rev*  11*13 
4  Cloke,  Paid**/  vnri:>us  opinions  about 
the  word  jo  trail  fiutcd,  n*  2Tim*4*xi 
4  Cloud  of  ivinK'fles/  a  metaphorical 
alliiliou  to  u-hur,  «-  Heb.  12.  1 
1  Coat,  Peter’s/  dttpules  about  it:  no 
occasion  to  !\:ppr)L*  him  naked  before 
he  .tirt  it  about  him,  n.  John  21.  7 
4  Cock  *  crowing/  titnc  of  it  when,  n« 
Vat.  26 *  34 

4  Coming  to  Chrift**  what*  p.  and  n* 
ii-  28.  and  6-  js 

'  Ccmmacd- 
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*  Commandment  o'  tlie  1’aU.ci'.’  not 
the  ground  of  Chrifi’s  having  power 
to  lay  down  hU  lifr,  n.  Join  io.  r8 

4  - 1  new/  Chrii/ii  to  hrs  diicpies, 

not  abfolutdy  fo,  n,  ch*  n,  t-f 

*  Commandment,  the  end  of  it/  how 
to  be  uudcrftood,  n,  i  Tim*  1,5 

4  CoramiJlum/  Chrift’n  to  the  apufilcs, 
its  cxtt.'Ut}  n*  Mark  i£,  fj 

1  Companions,  Saul9!!/  lit  what  fenfe 
they  did,  and  did  not  hear  the  to  ice 
that  fpnfce  to  him,  n,  A<ft$  9*  7 

*  Computation,  Roman/  of  the  hours 
of  the  day,  n.  John  i,  39 

4  Cancificra/  what  figmEUd  by  it,  n. 
Phil*  3,  a 

1  Condemnation/  the  meaning  of  it,  n. 
Rom,  j.  16 

4  — s  and  justification/  the  ground  of 
both,  n*  ibid*  19 

*  — before  of  old  ordained  to/  how 
to  be  under  ft  ood,  n*  Jude  ver*  4 

4  Confcflion/  how  made  unto  fidvattem, 
n.  Rom-  ro.  10 

4  -  ■■/  auricular,  without  foundation, 

ii*  James  5*  16 

4  Con  fee  ration,’  this  is  my  body,  not 
the  form  of  it,  if*  1  Cor*  11 

4  Contain,7  fomttimes  taken  in  a  met*-- 
piioricil  fenfe,  lign&cs  receive,  n* 
John  11*  *s 

*  Contention/  between  Pan!  and  Peter, 
when  it  happened,  11*  Aifh*  15, 

4  Converfion/  taken  id  dlftcreut  fenies, 
n*  Mat  18*  3 

4  - -/  of  the  idolatrous  Gentile,  and 

not  of  the  pro fidy its  of  the  gate  at 
Antioch,  declared  by  Paul  ami  rinr* 
uabae,  u.  Aits  is*  3 

*  — ~/  Paul  probably  the  inftrunient 
of  Timoihy’s,  n*  1  Tim*  i  a 

■  Converts  Jewilh/  why  the  council  at 
^crul-dem  fay  nothing  about  their  be¬ 
ing  circumdicd,  and  keeping  the  Uw 
of  Mo&s,  n*  Acts  16-  3 

4  Corinth/  a  temple  of  Venus  there,  n* 

1  Cor,  10.  S 

4  Corinthians/  might  not  be  drunk  at 
the  Lord’s  Tapper ^  though  they  drank 
too  freely,  in  irritation  of  the  Jews 
and  heathens  at  their  paifrver  and 
leads  on  their  ioeritiars*  n,  chap*  ix, 
zt 

*  Cornelius/  3  profclytc  of  the  gate, 
n*  Aits  to  % 

*  Corruption/  of  nature*  extends  to 
gll  mankind,  ii-  Rom*  3*  10 

4  Corruption/  the  body  low  a  in  how, 
n*  1  Cor*  15,  4: 

4  Covenant/  iigr/Strs  what,  u*  'I?b*  7. 

-ti 
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4  Covenants/ how  to  be  taken,  tk  Rom* 

9-  4>  and  n*  Eph.  ra 

4  Covttotifnefj/  wherein  it  coidifls,  p, 
Ikb*  ij-  s 

4  Counfel/  of  God  how  all  made  known 
by  Chrift  to  hjs  difciplts,  n.  John  13, 
15 

*  Creation/  Odd  to  be  performed  bf 
Cnriit,  no  argument  of  ins  being  an 
under  agent  in  that  work,  n*  cit'.p. 

I  3 

4  Cfeaturc/  and  whole  creation,  diffi¬ 
cult  to  determine  wliat  Ls.  meant 
thereby,  n  Rom.  8*  19 

1  — /  Fir  A- boro  of  every,  what  it 
Minifies,  n,  Col*  1*  15 

*  Creatures/  the  four  living,  what  dt- 
figned  to  reprefcnt,  n*  Rev*  4*  6 

*  Crofs/  Chrnt's  carried  by  whom,  n* 
Mai*  37*  32 

*  — ,  taking  it  up,  an  alluGon  to 
what,  n*  Mark  8-  34 

4  ,  Chrift’s  coming  down  from  it, 

inconftftent  with  his  defign  in  coming 
into  the  world,  o.  Mat*  3  7,  41*  and  n. 
Luke  33*  35 

1  Crucifying,  the  manner  of  it,  n*  Mat. 
ay*  a-6 

Cup/  put  for  the  wine  in  it,  n.  Luke 

4  31*  30 

4  of  bkfling  which  we  ttefs/  why 
fo  called,  n*  1  Cor-  ic  16 

*  *— *T  the  PapJfts  facrilcgiouAy  deprive 
the  people  uf it,  n-  chap- 11,  as* 

4  Cut  off,7  what  troubles  of  the  church 
being  fo  fignifics,  n.  Gal*  3*  11 

4  Cymbal*9  tinkling,  what,  n,  1  Cor, 
ij-  I 

D 

4  Damnation/  a  particular  inftance  of 
its  figtiify ing  temporal  judgment,  and 
not  eternal  damnation,  n*  1  Corn* 
*9 

4  Damned,  in  what  fenfe  the  dcubttul 
cater  is  fo,  n,  Rom-  14  *3 

4  Dart ne &,  outer/  to  what  it  alludes, 
11*  Mat*  8. 

1  and  fight,  what  they  fignifyiit 

feripture*  n*  ?^ph*  3*  S 

4  Daru,  fiery,7  whit  they  refer  to,  n. 
chap*  616 

4  David/  that  the  Mcffiali  was  to  be  h^ 
oifspring,  geireml'y  owned  by  the 
Jews,  n-  Luke  io-  41 

4  Day/  natural,  how  reckoned  by  tin: 

isws,  n-  Mat*  i2*  40  and  when  ii 
eg* o,  n.  Mark  14*  to 
4  —  thaU^  rtfert  to  what,  c*  Mirk 
X3  31*  and  Lukv  11-  jj 

4  Day/ 
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Day/  another  fenfe  of  it,  n.  John 
14 »  *° 

*  — Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  Ch  rift’s/ 
the  meaning  of  it,  n»  John  8.  56 

*  - /  in  which  Ohrid's  difcipW 

fhonld  afa  him  uoihing,  what,  n*  eh. 
ltf  13 

4  - — /  ant!  the  Eire,  fignrfy  the  day  of 
judgment.  and  the  latter  word  am- 
nct  mean  the  tire  of  purgal oiy\  u. 
i  Cor-  3-  13 

4  Days,  ten/  what  meant  thereby,  n* 
Rev-  1*  10 

4  D racoon/  their  office*  u*  A<ft?  6  1* 

4 - /  firtt  chcjfen  from  among  whom, 

n-  eh.  u.  30 

4 - /  the  aped! cs  and  other  patter* 

of  chuvclui  not  excluded,  or*  proper 
occafions.  from  acting  in  that  cflice* 
n-  s  Cor.  8*  4 

Dead/  in  what  view  (Thrift  fpenk* 
himfcl^ruifing  and  quick iung  them* 
ik  John  S'  zi* 

w  ■ ,  raifingthem  a  proof  of 

bU  proper  dv:ty.  n.  3  Ccr.  1-  9- 

—  . ,  *  the  ha*Ov.ed  tar  them/  va¬ 

rious  fetifei  of  it,  p.  and  n.  1  Cor.i 

19- 

—  4  in  fins/  the  meaning  of  it,  n. 

Eph.  3.  l. 

,  the  ;d  Strops  heathens  thought 
them  loft  iorever,  rfpecially  as  to  the 
TcfuneCiHJti  of  the  body,  n*  1  Thu, 
4*  13- 

4 - ,  who  die  in  the  Lord,  refers  to 

vCbOTIl,  lit  ReV*  E.f.  T3- 

*  death/  in  what  Icnfe  not  Jawtal  for 
the  jews  to  iniiitft  it*  John  iS.ji. 

■  and  retarrediion  of  Chrifl,  typi¬ 
fied  hi  the  law  of  Alofe^j  n*  Avis  itf- 
ts* 

— t hat  came  upon  the  whole  world 
of  mankind  tar  Bit,  wliat  n  Rom*  3. 
ia, 

4  Decently f  andm order/  what  all  things 
facing  cone  lb  rel.itesto,  n,  1  Cor.  14. 

40- 

1  Decree  at  Jcnifalem,  related  not  mere¬ 
ly  to  profclytes  of  the  gate,  it*  Acts 

IJ-  10. 

« - *  of  Cod T  nukes  happy  cvei’ts  in- 

fidlihly  coitaio  with  refpett  to  t!;c 
heirs  offalvadon,  n-  Rom.  8,  30- 

4  Degree,  good/  what  purchaiiiPg  tail 
means,  n  1  Tim,  3. 

4  Deni. is/  who*  and  whit  he  proba¬ 
bly  was.  n ,  1  Tlni,  4*  10, 

4  Demomiraiimt  of  the  lp!rit  and  of 
power/  what  included  iu  it,  nr  1 
Cor.  a*  4 
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f  Deputy,’  What  it  fignifics,  and  to 
whom  this  naaie  belonged* a*  Ads  13 
7 

4  Defending  of  CUrift’  into  the  lower 
|Mrt  cf  the  e*mh,  what  meant  by  it, 
11.  Kph  4.  9 

1  Deftnicttau  of  him  Tor  whom  thrift 
died/  how  tobctikcE,  n.  Rom.  14. 

*  Difdplcthe  other/  who  with  Peter 
accompanied  Jdus  to  the  high  priefl'a 
hail,  conjecture  about  bint,  □*  John 
t8,  15 

*  Ditab^ience,  children  of/  a  ilebra* 
ifm  Signify  mg  what,  0.  Kptrs*  % 

4  Difputaots/  again II  Stephen,  who,  n. 
Acts  5,  9 

1  DilEmuUtimi/  Chrift  not- chargea¬ 
ble  with  it,  when  offering  to  leave 
thv  difctplcs  at  Knunaus,  n,  Dnkfc  24* 
■*9 

*  Divinity/  Chrifl’s,  a  ftrong  attdU- 
rinntoit,  n-  Kom.14-  11 

4  Doctors,  Jctvita/  ufed  to  read  Hand¬ 
ing,  and  preach  fitting,  n.  Luke  4, 
so 

4  Divine/  CirilTs,  in  what  fenfe  not 
hi*  own,  n-  John  7.  16 

4  Door/  opened  to  Pauli  on  aHufionto 
what,  m  t  Cor,  rtf*  9 

*  Dorcas' V  friends  feud  for  Peter,  why, 
iu  AlUp.  83 

*  DoxoJogy/  an  encouraging  one,  a. 
Xph.  y.  ao 

4  - /  toChrift,  n,  1  Tim.  1,  17 

*  Dragon,  red’  and  the  heart,  reprtfent 
the  lame  pevfouorpovcr,  o.  Rev.  12. 

3 

1  Drcfi,*  pro  mi  fcti  mis  of  both  fexea 
forbid  in  the  hw  of  Mofcs,  and  why, 
n,  r  Cfjr,  it.  f4 

1  Drought’  in  KlijahT  days,  difficulty 
about  ;t  nxoncilcd,  n.  Luke  4.  t$ 

*  Drunken nefs,’  a  reigning  final  Epho 
fus,  n,  Kph.  j*  jS 

4  Dnriiila/  her  cua racier,  n,  A£ta  14* 

4  Didta  and  Lalbrn/  the  poprfh  dif- 
IbiCuon  Ivtwceu  tbem  confuted,  n. 
Gal.  4.  8 

4  Dunes/  relative,  difeonrfed  on  in 
tkur  r^t^raj  order,  only  bcgionin^ 
with  the  inferior  relative  why,n.Epii. 
j.  xx 

E 

4  Kiting*  the  bread  of  life  what,  no 
rro'4  of  t r an !iib;Lin nation,  n.  John 
6.  eS 

*  - . t  ^r>d  itriuking  unworthily/  what 

il  relates  LOj  «.  1  Cor*  11.  sy 

Edipfc, 
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*  Ecfipt*  at  Chrifl’s  crucifixion*  not  a 
natural  ouc,  n,  Mat-  27, 

*  Kdidt/  Pharaoh9!*  cruel  om%  refaxetl 
or  defeated  by  providence,  n,  Hvb.  ti. 

*4 

*  Efforts*  of  the  old  man  fpoten  of  in 
Oppofition  to  the  new  ni.in,  n.  Ro:n. 

;  V 

•Effbfmfi,  of  the  Spirit,  Y.ir  gracious  as 
well  as  miraculous  operation;;,  n<  A  &$ 
2.  41 

4  Elder and  younger,  what  they  arc  u- 
fed  to  ilgnify,  n,  1  Pet,  5,  5. 

*  -  ■  — -/  figmfiesfo,  both  by  age  and  by 
office,  n*  1  Tim.  5.  1 

4  - i  fervrng  the  younger, 9  a  predie* 

tion  bow  fulfilled,  n.  Roni»  T9,  tt 
9  Elders/  or  paftors  and  biihups,  titles 
of  the  fame  import,  n  Ads  20.  17 

4  * - /  none  but  preachmp  ones  to  be 

maintained  at  the  churd/&  coil,  n.  £ 
Tim  5,  r  7 

*  - /  difficult  to  fay  why  they  are 

reprcfcntcd  as  twenty  four,  and  who 
fjgritficd  by  them  ;  but  fimie  conjec¬ 
tures 1  about  it,  n,  Rev.  4-  4 

*  Elf Aion/  ChrifFs  of  the  apoftlcs, 
more  peculiar  and  beneficial  that)  to 
the  apodkfhip,  n*  John  13*  18 

*  - /  fometimes  fpokcu  of  ay  nation* 

al,  n*  Rom-  it.  *8 

*  — /  perfonal,  made  evident  by  our 

’  effectual  calling,  and  no  other  way, 

n.  2  Pet,  t.  10 

1  Elements,  we^k  and  beggarly/  what 
meant  by  turning  again  to  them,  n, 
Gab  4'  9 

9  K!!ypfrs»  frequent  in  feriptnre,  an  in- 
fiance  of  one,  n.  Aft*  ?>  r6 
4  Emmaus/  why  the  diiciple*  went 
thither,  n.  Luke  24.  15 
‘  Enlightened/  &c*  tmpcfEhfe  if  fiich 
Callaway  to  renew  them  to  repentance, 
how  to  be  underftood.  n.  Heb.  6*  4 
4  Enmity,  the/  what  mean t  by  it,  n. 
Epfc.  1.  15 

4  Enou/  exporters  at  a  Inf*  about  it,  n* 
John  3.  13. 

'  Ep.iphroditus/  who,  n  Phil.  2  23 

*  Fpicur:js/  hlS  dffcflriuc,  Acts  T?-  l8 

*  EpiftK1*  to  the  Corinthians,  wrote  from 
Ephefu?,  and  not,  as  th*:  poftfiTript 
£iys  from  Philippi,  n*  1  Cor,  t 6.8 

4  Erpoufing/  what  cuftotnary  with  the 
Jews  before  nwrriapr,  it.  Luke  1.17 
■  Eunucl/s/  fomc  called  that  wore  not 
literally  fn*  and  were  chief  ininSfcera 
in  the  caftem  cotirts,  n.  Aels  8,  17 
'  Euodi.is  Syntychc,  who,  n,  P'r*. 
4,  a  : 


E  X, 

4  Furoclydon/  what  wind  it  was,,  p* 
and  0,  Ads  27*  14 

4  Exaltation/  thrift's*  called  his  fitting# 
and  once  bis  ft  and  rng  at  God’s  right 
hand,  and  why*  a,  A*ils  7.  5  J 

*  Exorcifts,  Jewith/  ufed  to  invoke 
fomc  name  for  working  miracutoa* 
cures,  n.  Adis  4.  7 

'  Expectation,  aferibed  to  the  Gen  tiles, 
it-  Rom.  8.  19 

F 

*  Faith/  divine,  Chrift  the  object  of 
this  equally  with  the  Father,  n.  John 
H-i 

4  — — ,  docs  notjufUfy  as  a  work,  n, 
Rom. 4*  16 

f  — /  how  it  jollifies  n»  Oal*  3.  it 

f - ,  AhrshamV  refpetfed  the  pro- 

nufed  Meffiah,  n.  ibid.  34 

'  - /  of  miracles,  different  from  fa* 

ving  faith,  n.  1  Cor.  13.  1 

<  - ,  ami  hope/  how  they  do  and 

do  not  abide,  n  ibid- 

*  - the  fame  Spirit  of/ refers  to  what, 

n*  '*  Cor.  4.  13 

*  - and  a  good  confcience/  what  put* 

ting  than  away  means*  n*  1  Tim.  f* 

19  * 

'  —  the  defcriution  of  it,  fame  to  be 
conlidertd  n*  llcb-  n*  > 

*  — *  of  what  fort  Rabat's  was,  n> 
ibid  3  3 

4  Faxthfulnefs1  of  God,  engaged  only  to 
true  believers,  n-  1  Cor-  t*  9 
1  Famine/  not  to  he  confined  to  Judea, 
though  the  dltciptes  not  faid  to  fend 
relief'  any  where  tife,  n-  Ada  m,  a)f 

*  Far  off  and  nigh/  who  meant  by 
both,  rt  Eph  1.  17 

4  Earthing,  Jewlfli/  its  value  not  cer¬ 
tainly  known,  n>  Mat.  io-  29 
4  Father  and  Son/  oeconomicaJly  uEd. 
n.  Mark  13.  31 

<  ihc  jCvvb  undcrftoorl  Chrift 
to  mean  when  he  called  God  his  Fa- 
thcr,  n-  John  18 

1  — 1  how  greater  than  Chrift*  11. 
chap-  14.  28 

4 -  Son  and  Spirit/  diftinguilhccl 

from  each  other  by  perfotial  charac¬ 
ters,  n.  Rom,  8.  1 1 

*  Feaft*  the  governor  of,  who,  n.  John 

8 

4  — *daft  day  of/  a  high  day  wh^n 
tlierc  was  the  greatelt  coucourfe  of 
people,  n*  chap.  7.  37 

*  - of  Dedication/  a  civil  appoint¬ 

ment,  why  Ohrid  came  to  Jemlalem, 
then,  n.  chap  10.  22 

Fca* 
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*  Fcaft  keeping  of it,’  refer*  to  the  Lord’s 

(upper,  n*  i  Cor.  5-3  * 

*  Feet/  we  do  not  find  the  ipo?tles 
waflied  one  another*,  n*  John  >  3  -  14-'  * 

*  Feli*/  a  wicked*  cruel  and  covetous 

man*  n*  Acts  *4  2  * 

‘  Field/  in  whatfttife  puivhafcdby  Ju¬ 
das  with  the  reward  of  iniquity*  p*  * 
and  n*  A£ts  1-  r8 

‘  . - 0f  blood/  why  ft)  called,  n.  ibid  ' 

*9 

*  Fifty  ye:m  old/  why  the  Jews  men¬ 
tioned  Ch rift’s  being  nearly  that*  n. 
John  8 -57 

*  Ffcs,  the  time  of,  not  vet/  its  mean* 
inj*  n*  Mark  it.  i 3 

4  Fig-tree/  barren,  a  conjcAure  con¬ 
cerning  the  three  years  of  God’s  pa¬ 
tience  with  it,  n  Lute  1  j  -  9 

*  — — f  Remarks  upon  Ghrifi%  feting 
Nathaniel  tinder  it,  John  i.  48 

*  Fill  up/  a  beautiful  criticifm  upon  in, 
n.  Col.  1,  24 

*  Filth  and  offscouring/  allude  to  a  enf- 
tom  Among  the  Hearhens,  n.  1  Cor* 

4 <3 

*  Ftnaiiy/  not  aiways  a  note  of  conclu* 
fioit,  n.  Phil-  1 

*  Finger  of  God/  what  it  alludes  to 
and  fignifies,  n<  Luke  11.  20 

1  FJefli/  the  word  being  made  fc,  the 
meaning  and  manner  of  it,  11-  John, 
I*  14 

*  — J  may  be  differently  taken,  n* 
Rom.  6*  *19*  and  Eph.  a.  3 

'  - 1  one  particular  fignificition  of 

it,  n-  Rom,  3*  20 

*  - *  all  commonly  ufcil  to  deferihe 

the  human  race  as  frail,  mortal  and 
degenerate  by  the  fall,  n*  John  77.  a 

*  - 1  to  be  taken  in  a  limited  fenfr,  11* 

A&s  a*  17 

4  - — ’the  works  of,  wbat,  n-  Gal,  s- 

19 

'  — ’  taken  literally  and  figuratively, 
tu  T  Pet-  4.  r 

4  Fond/  eaten  by  Chrift  after  his  refur* 
reftion,  too  curious  to  enquire  what 
became  of  it,  n,  Luke  14*  43 

*  Foots/  in  what  feiife  Chrift  called  the 
di  triples  going  to*  Em  mans  fo  ;  this 
no  breach  of  his  own  rule,  (Mat*  >. 
ai.)  r>.  Luke  24-  as*  audio  whatienfe 
Paul  ufed  the  fame  term*  n.  1  Cor*  i*. 
36 

4  Pore-knowing,  his  people/  God’s,  the 
meaning  of  it,  n.  Rom  8  29 
Forerunner/  Chrilt  an  uncommon 
one,  n*  Heb*  4-  20 

J  Forgivenefs  of  li ns/  Chrifl’s  preroga- 
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tive,  u,  Mit,  9*  2*  and  Luke  5*  23  - 
Form  of  God/  oT>f>o(cd  10  what*  □ 
Fh:k  2*  6 

Fornication/  tvha:,  n.  Mat  .5,  33* 
si:d  j  Cor,  5.  1  + 

VY-riiivaicr,  any/  wliatfignified  by 
n  nrh  1 2-  6 

1  ForrJcrjorfi/  in  what  fen  fe  not  to  be 
comp-mini  w'tbt  m  1  Cor  j.  9 
’  Foundation  of  God  lUndcth  furc/ 

1  many  in:crpivtationa  given  hereof,  j> 
&  t:>  z  Tim*  19 

*  Fox/  ChrifFs  calling  I  tc rod  fo  vindi¬ 
cated,  11.  Luke  13*  31 

*  Freedom  from  righicntifncfs/  a  very; 
bad  one*  nt  Rum*  6*  20 

*  Freeman/  of  Rome*  how  Paul  came 

to  he  (b,  n.  A^ls  n*  28  .  .. .  . 

4  Fruits,  f;r*1/  what,  n*  Rcm/8*  aj 

4  - ?  of  whom  meant,  u.  chap*  ir 

\6 

*  F*:!nirfe/  of  jrw$  and  Gentries,  how 
to  he  under  flood,  v*  Rom-  11  aj 

*  - all  dwelling  in  Cfirtfl/  relates  to 

his  mediatory  tulticfs,  u.  Col.  j.  j£  . 

G 

f  Gains/  who,  n.  Rom.  f4*  2$ 

*  Gains/  his  circumftancea  amt  charac¬ 

ter,  p,  ar.d  n-  3  John  ver*  2 

f  Gidikiinfc/  who,  p.  and  *j.  Luke  ij,  j 
‘ - *  by  obnoxious,  n*chap.  23,  ^ 

*  Gaiiio,  the  broihsr  of  Seneca,  tte 
great  characiier  be  gives  him,  but  wa% 
of  Xvu  carekfs  a  difpofition,  r.  Afia 
iSr  *4 

*  fFimaiid/  who,  p,  and  n.  5.  34 

4  Games,  Ifrlunian/  why  lu  calied#  n, 
1  Cur.  9.  24 

*  —  Grecisr/  a  law  to  be  obfmed 
in  them.  n.  j  Tim.  4 

(  — -1  and  Ruman,  rac^ft  run  in  th^'ia 
altuded  to,  n,  Ueb.  12.  \ 

*  G^rtnenta,  1oi?gr  wore  by  caller n  na- 
lij'js,  u-  Lube  i a.  55- 

‘  Gate*  beautiful/  of  the  temple,  why 
iu  called,  p*  and  ti.  Acts  s*  a 
4  Gates  of  hell/  the  FgnificatUm  th^TC^ 

of,  n  M-tt.  *  6.  1 3 

*  Genealogy,  ChrilFs  different  in  Mat¬ 
thew  dud  Lube,  but  accounted  tor, 
n-  Mat.  i-  is  2 

4  Gcneaiogks,  cudkQt  wh.it  they  refer 
To,  n*  r  Kl  im,  1 .  4 

4  Generation/ fiiitldcfs,  who  meant  by 
it*  11.  Mirk  9-  19 

*  G  *nti!cs/  not  liefftil  and  chofcn  <»£ 
G;-d  only,  exchdive  of  jcv-Ub^c* 
Iicvers,  n-  Eph.  1,  3.  4,  1 1 

- ,  thw  tuivirg  tnercy  Ifeewn  them, 

cnrAjtcj 
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enrr-ged  the  Jews,  ar.d  u.  Luke 

rizitn,  mount,  the  occnfitiu  of  a 
temple  being  built  upon  it*  n,  Johu 

4*  so 

Chaft,  Holy,  what  Chrilt’s  nivin?  com¬ 
mandments  to  the  forties  through 
him,  rebtfsto,  n,  Ads  r.  a 
,  defeated  on  Chriil,  howt  nt  Mat* 
3>  <3 

,  a  divine  perfon,  nrul  taken  upon 
bimfclf,  the  ilile  and  work  of  (j<xi , 
n»  chap-  to-  io,  and  n-  ty  i-  and  u, 
Rom- 11*13- 

— ■>  fell  on  Cornelius  nnd  h;s  company, 
for  what  purpoles*  n,  c!wp,  10*44* 
Gift  of  God,  the  meaning  of  it,  »,  John 
4*  to  ■ 

- ,  of  the  (Toly  Ghofl,  how  far  re¬ 
ceived  by  all  that  believed  and  were 
baptized,  n-  Afts  i*  3$ 

Girts  of  the  Holy  Gh oft,  not  or  dinar  iy 
conveyed  by  the  hands  cf  any,  but 
the  apoftles,  n.  chap-  9.  j 7 
— ,  the  belt,  what  coveting  of  them 
mentis  n,  1  Cor  1 4- 15 
— *t  what  fort  ok  given  by  Chrirt  at 
his  afeenfion,  n.  EpU,  4,  3 
Giving  thanks,  what  meant  by  ChrilVs 
doing  fo,  n.  Mar  14.  19 
Glafs,  feeing  through  one  darkly,  a 
double allufitm,  n*  1  Cor*  13*  12*  and 
n.  2  Cor- 3- 12 

— ,  the  fia  of,  what  meant  by  it,  p* 
andn,  Rev-  ij,  2 

Glory  which  thou  g  avert  me  Hinve  givpn 
them,  how  to  be  underftood,  p-  and 
ii*  John  17.  ar*  21, 

,  God  of,  whd  it  refers  to,  n,  Ads 
7*a 

■ "  ,  higher  degrees  of,  mentioned  as 

a  peculiar  reward,  n.  1  Cor-  %.  14. 

— — ,  a  moft  beautiful*  fublime,  and 
grand  defeription  of  it,  ft-  2  Cor-  4* 
17 

■■■  y  the  Father  of,  who,  and  wliy  fo 
called,  n-  F*ph*  X-  11 
Glory,  Chrirtrecetved  up  into,  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  it,  n-  1  Tim.  3- 16 
Glorying,  the  only  true  ground  of  it,  n- 
Rom,  j,  » 

God,  the  Jews  juftly  thought  Chrirt 
made  himfelf  fo,  n*  John  to.  33 
-  ■  ■  »  Ailed  the  only  true,  in  diftintfion 
from  idols,  and  not  to  the  (rsdulion 
of  Chrifc  himtclf,  n,  chap,  17-  % 

— only  wife,  who  meant  by  it,  n, 
Rom,  16. 17 

— ,  is  one,  how  to  be  nmlcrflood*  p* 
Gal*  3*  20-  and  \u  F.pb.  4-  6 


CoJ,  why  Abfota&ly,  and  without  per- 
ional  diftimftion,  laid  to  be  ;dl  in  all, 
iu  i  Cor  <  ij*  18 

— -  »n  what  refpefts  the  Father  of  our 
j-ttfd  Jd'us  Chrifti  n*  1  Cor  r- 3 

- ,  our  Saviour,  Chviit  fo  called,  n* 

Tit*  1  rt 

- -forbij,  fignifies  what,  r-Rom-  3.4 

Codiicad*  all  the  fulne'S  of  it  dwelling 
in  Chrijl*  * hat  it  imhnaL:*,  n.  Cob 

li*  9 

Gihd*  Man,  ChrhVs  btirp;  fo,  accounts 
for  the  high  and  low  tilings  f pokes  of 
him,  n.  John  1,  u 

Gods,  applied  to  Jewifii  m  a  filtrates  as 
tv  pi  cal  of  Christ,  n.  chap.  to.  33 

the  order  in  whi^h,  according 
to  C hr! ft's  uu:nt:>^:1}  ttie  apcftles 
preached  it,  n.  Ac^-  1*  8 
— gradually  publilhcJ*  firrt  to  the 
Jcwa,  li)cn  to  the  devout  Gen tik-5, 
and  afterwards  to  idolat rolls GcotUca, 
u,  chap,  13.  44 

- ,  preached  under  tic  Otd  Tefta- 

inetK,  how  Far,  n,  F.pii,  3*  5 

- ,  coming  Jo  power  what,  n,  1  Thcf. 

*-  5 

- ,  Chrift  did  not  per  fondly  preach 

the  whole  of  it*  it.  tleh.  %.  3 
Government*  chib  called  birth  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  man  and  of  God,  n  Rom. 
*3-  » 

Govtnioi's,  civil,  not  duly  reverenced 
by  the  Jews,  nnlc-fc  they  were  of 
thdr  own  nation  and  rdigior^  ib- 
1 

Grace*  its  fignin cation,  as  applied  to 
t  hrift,  n  Luke  2^  40 

- ,  tor  grace,  meaning  of  the  o> 

prtfiion,  p,  John  1-  j6 

- ,  its  various  fignibcatinns,  n*  Rom* 

6,  ij 

- ,  the  molt  proper  notion  of  it,  p. 

and  0.  chap,  1 1 .  6 

- *  fomttimes  figaines  the  do&rinc  of 

grace,  n*  Gal,  5.  4 

— — ,  three  fen  fee  of  it  in  one  verfe,  n. 
r  j  Cor.  *5-  10 

- ,  of  God,  various  fenfes  ‘cJ  it,  n, 

z  Cor,  K ,  1 

- ,  of  the  Father-  the  bleflints  rf 

fahation  mort  ufually  aferibed  to,  n, 
Eph.  1.  7 

- ,  of  Godv  the  apoftleiliip  meant  by 

it,  n-  chap  3,7- 

Gradation,  a  beautiful  one  in  Paul’s  re* 
nouncittg  all  trull  in  his  own  righte- 
oufnefs*  i),  Phil.  3*  9 
- 1  as  to  the  various  ways  of  cancel¬ 
ling  a  cLbt,  n.  Co',  j.  [4 

Gizvcr, 
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Graves*  feme  whited,  why;  others  o- 
vergrown  with  graft,  the  inconve¬ 
nience  of  which,  n,  Lube  44 
Grecians  and  Greeks*'  wherein  diffe¬ 
rent*  u«  John  ii*  40 
Greets/  a  learned  and  polite  people* 
a*  Col  3-  11 

Grieved  me,  but  in  part/  how  to  be 
miderflood*  p.  and  n-  a  Cor-  %*  j- 
Groaning  in  fpirit*  drift's*  oa  occa* 
Hon  of  Laiarus’s  death,  accounted 
for,  p-  and  n-  John  n.  33 
Guefts/  wel come,  how  received  and 
treated  by  the  Jews,  ru  Luke  j-  44- 
Guile,  caught  you  with/  how  to  be 
ui!derftoOtl,  n*  z  Cor-  1*.  16 

II- 

Hail/  not  an  adoring  faJutation*  n« 
Loire  u 

Hair/  men's,  were  exceeding  foort 
in  the  apoftclic  age,  n.  1  Cor-  11-  5 
■  Hallelujah/  the  meaning  of  it*  n. 
Rev  19.  3 

Hand  of  God,'  its  fignifieation,  n. 
Ads  4-  *3 

Hands/  walhing  of,  why  ufed  by  Pi¬ 
late*  m  Mat*  37  14 

—  *  ftretching  forth  of  Peter’s,  the 
plain  reference  in  that  exprefton,  n- 
John  ir-  tB 

— — ,  Gud'>  ft  retching  his  forth*  an  at- 
lufiou  to  what*  m  Rom,  10-  it 
™-*  laying  on  of/  tbe  gifts  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  formerly  conveyed  thereby,  n* 
I  Tim,  4*  14 

Happincfs,  or  mifery/  future*  imme¬ 
diately  after  death*  n-  Loire  16- 14 
Itardeuing,  God's  whom  he  will/  the 
meaning  of  it,  n.  Rom*  9*  18 
Hating  one  another/  bow  to  be  un* 
der  flood,  n*  Tit<  33 
Havebs,  fair/  a  port  that^ftill  retains 
that  name,  p* ami  n.  Adts  17.  8 
Head,  of  Chrift,  how  God  is  fo,  m 
1  Cof.  11-  3 

Hearing,  put  for  what,  n.  John  v.  30 
Hearts*  thoughts  and  dclires  of  them 
Chrift  knew,  n-  ch.  16*  19 
Heaven  new,  and  earth  new,  what 
meant  by  them,  n*  Rev  si,  r 
Heavens*  what  fignified  tluereby,  n, 
a  Pet  j.  7 

- ,  drift's  pafBnginto  or  thro*  them* 

alludes  to  what,  n»  Heb.  4, 14 
— ,  put  for  tbe  inhabitants  thereof*  n, 
eh.  7.  *6 

Helps  and  governments,  not  eafy  to  de¬ 
termine  what  is  meant  thereby,  m 
1  Cor*  ia- 18 


Kt-rerie,  an,  who,  n.  Tit.  3,  Tt 
Hermes,  tv  he,  n,  Rom*  16*  13 
Hi-rixt,  his  cioaihiiig,  of  what  fort,  nr 
A  ii.  11 

— *  liis  oration  to  the  people*  felted 
to  what.  nccAiirnt*  n-  imd 
IlmtaitJiia,  who,  u.  Mat,  z\~  16 
Hi^h-piseft,  i«  what  fenfc  Paul  wtft  not 
that  Ananias  wr-s  fe,  n,  Acts  23.  j 
Hiring,  who,  m  Johnx.  13 
Holy  of  h-lies,  how  often  the  high- 
priill  entered,  upon  one  day  of  the 
y^af,  thereinto,  u.  Heb.  9-  7 
Holirft  of  all*  what  meant  thereby,  tl 
ibid,  8 

Holinds*  the  neceflity  of  it  in  juftified 
periods,  is.  Rom.  6,  z 

- ,  the  Spirit  of*  may  be  difcrealif 

cimfidercd,  n-  chap,  i  4* 

Hope,  «.hat  Ggr.ification  it  bears*  o* 
r.ph.  I  r8 

- s  put  for  its  nbieft*  m  Hcb.  6,  i£ 

hureb,  where,  and  why  fo  called,  n* 
Gal.  a*  23 

JfoUumi,  its  figiufication,  n,  Mat.  in 
9 

Holpftxfty*  a  lover  of  it,  what  meant 
I  hereby,  n*  x  Tim-  3.  a  > 

Hour,  thinl,  its  meaning  amongft  the 
Jews,  the  fame  with  the  f;xth  houf 
amongft  the  Romans,  iv  Msrfc  15. 15 
HoidhoUL  its  general  iignification*  n* 
Afts  xfi.  33 

Uoufefl*  Jcwift,  in  what  form  they  were 
built,  p*  and  n.  Mat-  14.  17 
—.  at  J<rufaTem,  common  at  the 
paffrecT,  ru  ch»p.  17 

- *  fgr.jfy  famines,  m  r  Cor.  11.  zz 

Humility,  becomes  Chrifclma  of  Uie 
greattft  attainments,  n.  Phil  z.  % 
Hundred  fold,  what  it  fignrlics,  n.  Mati 

Tt. 

Huihand  of  one  wife*  what  it  means*  n. 
l  Tim.  3.  1 

Hymeneus  and  Alexander,  who*  n* 
x  Tim,  1.  20 

Hvnms  and  fpiritual  foncs*  what  meant 
by  them*  n.  Fph.j*i9 

I. 

JaiWV.  honfe,  in  what  frnfe  fAved 
through  his  faith,  11.  Acts  1 6-  31 
lam*  points  out  Chrift's  eternal  ext  r* 
tence  in  Ids  divine  nature*  n.  John 
8  si 

beheaded  with  the  fword*  and 
the  firflr  martyr  among  the  apofftes, 
p*  and  r:.  Adis  ( a.  2 
fttttrivs  and' jAinbrcs,  who,  »•  a  Tim. 
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Jafon,  who*  n.  Rum.  r6  n 
Idlencfsj  a  detdlablc  vie i-,  n*  i  Tht-fl". 
4*  11 

Idolatry*  various,  of  the  heathen  na¬ 
tions,  n.  Ruin*  f*  33 
J^rufafem,  Clmft  wept.  over  it,  why*  a- 
Luke  <9*  4t 

■  ■  ,  as  feems  to  be  rebuilt,  u,  eh*  21* 

. - ,  a  pottle  John  and  others  farvived 

its  deftni&imi,  n.  ibid.  3) 

— ,  the  lirft  time  of  Paul's  going  thi¬ 
ther  after  his  conversion*  tu  Gal. 

18 

— ,  Paul's  third  journey  thither,  n. 
chap.  1.  1 

■  ,  new,  coming  down  from  GcxI  out 
of  heaven,  how  to  be  underflood,  n* 
Rev-  4t.» 

deftruttioa  of  by  Titus,  11*  Luke 
’9,  44 

— ,  emblematical  of  the  more  terrible 
and  ever laftiug  dcAruttlou  at  t  lie  great 
day,  n.  ibid  a  7 

— ,  a  type  of  ChriA’s  coining  to  judge 
the  world,  n*  ibid  33 
Jefus  Chrift*  why  the  Jews  were  bap* 
tired  in  his  name,  n,  Acts  38 
Jews  more  wicked  than  the  men  of  So* 
dom,  n.  Rom.  *.  * 

Jezebel,  that  woman,  who  meant,  n. 
Rev*  ao 

If,  the  particle,  not  always  ufed  to  fig- 
nify  doubting,  n.  t  Cor.  5,  1 
* — ^frequently  Ggnifieswheu,  n,  1  John 
a.  r 

Ignorance  and  unbelief,  not  mentioned, 
by  Paul  as  deferring  of  mercy*  n. 
1  Tim-  1,13 

Ifiyricum,  where,  n.  Rom.  15.  19 
Image  of  the  Father's  perfon,  what 
ChriA’s  being  fb  denotes*  n»  Hcb. 
f*  3 

Imprifonment  of  Paul,  five  yean  tn  the 
whole;  what  epiftles  wrote  by  him 
during  hts  firft  confinement  alRome, 
d.  Adbi  it  30 

Imputation  of  righteoufnefs)  the  ground 
of  forgiven nefs,  n-  Rom,  4-  7 

- »  an  inftance  of  U,  m  Philem.  18 

Incell,  what,  n.  1  Cor,  5.  x,  % 

Infirm* lies  figaify  fuflerings,  n.  %  Cor. 

1*.  70 

lufpiTation,  in  what  points  neceflTary,  or 
not*  n,  1  Cor.  7-  10 
Isteroeffioa.  the  Spirit’s  making  it,  how 
to  be  underitoml,  n*  Rom.  8.  47 
lntereft,  putting  out  money  to,  not  un* 
lawful*  n.  Luke  ip.  13 


J  jlm*  the  Ggalfication  thereof,  □,  Luke 

I.  17 

- 7  the  only  apod )e  who  furvired  the 

deRruetfon  of  jerufalem*  and  died  a 
natural  death,  n.  John  2***3 

- >  the  Uplift,  how  Ioti£  iznprifoucd 

by  Herod,  n.  Mat.  14-  6 
— diiciple&,.  no  need  of  re- baptizing 
them,  n.  A&s  19-  $ 

Journey,  febbdith- day's,  what,  n.  cb» 
r*  i* 

Is,  ihc  verb,  ukd  for  Ggnifiev  or  repie- 
ferns,  n.  Oak  a*  aj 
lfcariot,  why  J  udas  the  traitor  fo  call¬ 
ed*  n.  Mat.  ro.  4 

Ifhnuel  and  tfaac,  fomething  peculiarly 
figurative  la  them,  n.  Gal.  4-  « 

- ,  mock’d  Ifaac  for  what,  u.  ibid 

*9 

ifrarl,  a  mailer  wy  who  meant  by  it,  n. 
John  3.  to 

- ,  all,  in  what  fenfe  laved,  n.  Rom. 

II.  a  6 

,  the  heads  cf,  various  denomina¬ 
tions  of  them,  n,  t!ph,  x>  ao 
1  fra  elites  treated  inhumanly  by  the  £- 
gyptians,  n.  A<5h  7.  rfl 
Judas,  hisklb,  a  conjecture  about  it* 
n.  Mat.  %6i  49 

— - ,  his  hanging  himfdf,  and  falling 
headlong  and  burlting  aumder  in  the 
in  id  accounted  for,  p.  Acts  i,  18, 

and  n.  Mat.  17.  5 

— ,  when  Brit  mitigated  by  Satan  to 
betray  Cbrifl,  n.  John  tj.  1 
judges,  three' ben  dies  of,  in  Jenifakm, 

.  n.  Ads  y.  *1 

Judgment,  to  what  it  fomerimes  refers* 
n.  GaL  $>  10 

Clmfl’s  coming  to,  notexpefted 
.  by  Paul  to  be  in  his  life-time,  n# 
1  ThtfT.  4  *  ij 

eternal,  why  fo  called,  n*  Heb. 

6.i 

,  feat,  Chrift’s,  where  it  will  pro¬ 
bably  be,  n.  1  Thelt  4*  17 
Juttia,  who,  n  Rom-  x6.  7 
JuftificaLion,  of  mere  grace  in  God, 
and  without  merit  in  us,  n.  Rom.  3. 
*4 

— -*  adnal  and  perfooal  from  eternity* 
not  affimed  on  better  grounds  than 
actual  and  per  fond  glorification,  u. 
chap.  8.  30 

- ,  no  more  by  the  works  of  the  ir.o- 

rd,  than  of  the  ceremonial  law,  n. 
Gab  v  l6  . 

- 1  taken  by  Paul  and  James  in  diffe¬ 
rent  fenfo,  n-  James  x. 
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Jufflificalioo,  and  falvation,  equally  uc- 
ceflary  to  Jew  aad  Gentile*  n,  Eph- 
*•3 

K* 

Keturabf  a  difficulty  about  Abraham's 
having  children  by  her,  ae  well  u  Sa* 
rah,  reconciled,  o*  Heb*n,  i» 

Key  of  knowledge,  what  it  allude?  to, 
n*  Lute  rt*  $* 

Keys,  delivered  to  anyone,  an  emblem 
of  what,  n*  Mat  1 6> 19 
Kindred*  Jofeph's*  how  different  ac¬ 
counts  of  them  to  be  reconciled,  n% 
AAs  17.  14 

Kingdom,  Cbrift’s  delivering  it  up  to 
God,  bow  to  be  taken,  p.  and  n. 
l  x  Cor*  15. 44 

— i  otChftft  and  of  God,  the  fame, 
n.  Eph.5.5  , 

—8  ten,  how  reckoned,  n,  Rev,  17* 
**♦  16 

Kings,  tn  prophetic  ftije,  fignify  ftatea 
aod  kingdoms,  n,  ibid  10 
Kift  holy,  and  of  charity,  what,  n, 
Rom.  1 A  16 

Knowledge,  pot  for  approbation,  p. 
andn.  Mat  7*  »3 

*— ,  various  meaning*  of  it  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  n*  John  10. 14.  and  j  John  3. 

3 

- >  human,  Egyptians,  in  great  re¬ 
pute  for  it,  n*  AAs  7*  is 
- — ^  all,  what  h  fignifies,  ik  1  Cor* 
*  J 
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Law,  the,  to  be  eoufidefed  under  the 
notion  of  a  covenant,  n*  cb*  7*  4 
why  the  corrupt  principle  called 
fo,  n*  ibid  st 

*— t  of  the  fjririt  of  lifejn  Chrilt  Je* 
fus,  different  fenles  of  it,  n.  ch*  g,  % 

- ,  of  righteoufnds,  its  fignifleation, 

n.  chap,  9.  31 

- »  going  to,  about  matter*  of  con* 

fiderable  importance,  with  a  Chriftian 
temper,  not  absolutely  to  be  con¬ 
demned,  n.  1  Cor-  6*  1 
— ,  in  what  fenfe  judatxing  Chriftians 
did  not  keep  it,  n-  Gah  6>  13 
— perfect  of  liberty,  what,  0*  James 

i  >** 

— not  made  for  a  righteous  man,  in 
what  fenfe,  n-  1  Tim*  1*  9 
— — ,  delivered  from  it,  how  to  he  nn* 
derffood,  n*  Rom*  7*  6 
Learned  Chrilt,  what  meant  by  it,  n, 
£ph»  4*  si 

Legions,  like  our  regiments,  uncertain 
in  their  number,  n-  Mark  5*  9 
Let,  or  hindered,  how  Paul  was  feveral 
times  fo,  n*  Rom.  r* 13 
Letter  and  fpirit,  what  meant  thereby^ 
p*  and  n.  %  Cor.  3-  6 
Levltes,  who,  n.  Luke  30-  39 
Life,  the  ^Father's  giving  the  Sera  to 
have  it  in  htmfdf,  how  to  be  under* 
Rood,  n.  John  j,  *6 
— 1-,  he  flmll  give  him,  the  meaning  of 
it,  n,  x  John  j-  16 
*  tree  of,  alludes  to  what,  n-  Rev, 


L* 

Labourers  hired  into  the  vineyard,  who 
meant  thereby,  n-  Mat*  10*  1 
Laodioea,  the  epiftlefrom,  various  con- 
jednres  about  it*  u-  Col-  4*  1 4 
Lai  of  all,  why  the  a  pottles  Odd  to  be 
thus  fet  forth,  n.  t  Cor-  4, 9 
Law,  uTed  ip  a  lax  feufe,  n*  John  10* 

— ,  ceremonial,  a  means  of  life  to  if- 
rad,  n*  A&s  7-  38 

— ^and  the  prophets,  into  how  many 
fectrons  divided,  n.  ch.  13,  ty 

Mofaic,  how  far  Paul  oppofed  an 
obferration  of  it,  n*  ch*  11.  94 

- ,  the  dnm  of  it  jollified,  bow  to 

be  taken*  n.  Rom-  ii*  13 

- f  in  what  fenfe  the  term  ufitd,  n* 

ch*  3, 19  - 

- - ,  any  doctrine  of  God  may  be  call* 

ed  fi>,  n  ibid  97 

— — ,  God’s  defign  in  giving  it,  n*  ch- 


*J*  so 
Vos*  VI, 


f  c 


as-  * 

Light,  ihining  in  our  hearts,  what  op* 
poled  to,  n.  3  Cor*  4*  6 
Likeneb  of  fmfal  fldh,  how  Cbrift  ap* 
peared  therein,  n„  Rom.  8,  5 
Like-minded,  what  meant  by  it,  n. 
Phil*  3*  % 

Living  by  the  Father,  ChrtftTs,  what  it 
relates  to*  n.  John  6*  5 7 
Locufts,  which  John  the  Baptift  eat  ia 
the  wildemefe,  what,  n.  Mat.  3*  4 
— ,  natural,  are  faid  to  live  ooly  five 
fonuner  months,  n*  Rev.  9.  s 
Logos,  what  it  fignifie*,  n.  John  1.  * 
Lord,  the,  when  fren  by  Phul  after  hi* 
reforreftion,  n.  A &b  13^  3 
— *%  of  glory,  why  Chrift  fc  called*  nf 
1  Cor,_a*  8 

— ,  and  God,  both  titles  applicable  to 
Chrilt,  n*  l  Cor.  8,  6 
— that  bought  them,  the  meaning 
of  it,  n.  %  Pet*  a,  I 

— the  Holy  Spirit  fo  oailedj  n.  % 


TheiL  j*  S 
c 


Lwl'i 
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Lord's  thyf  how  IhuAificd  and  bldTcd 
by  Chrift,  n.  John  >o.  26 
— i  always  obtVrvcd  by  the  aporlks, 

J  though  they  often  went  to  the  fyna* 
pr-gues  of  the  Jews  oq  their  fabbath, 
why,  Aft*  13, 14 

Loft,  who  Chrift  fays  were  not  fo,  n, 
Julm  17*11 

Lot,  which  determined  Matthias  to  the 
xpoftldbJp,  a  probable  account  of  it, 
n*  A£ta  i* 

Love*  Peter’s  to  Chrift,  more  than 
what,  n,  John  aj.  ij 

- ,  of  God  to  Jacob,  and  hatred  to 

EfaUj,  how  to  bt  uiidcrftood,  n*  Rom. 
9*  u*i% 

~*—9  of  the  Spirit,  various  fignifica? 
iton3  of  at 3-  n,  chap.  1 5  10 

- >  God's,  how  perfected  in  us,  n.  1 

John  4'  ij 

- ,  God  is,  a  remarkably  peculiar  and 

emphatical  expreflioti*  n-  ibid  it 
Loving  much,  not  the  reaftm  of -the 
womsu’&  being  forgiven,  n*  Luke  7- 
47- 

Lucius,  who,  n,  AAs  13*  1*  and  n. 
Rom.  ifi.ai 

Lie,  fevcraJ  heathens  thought  it  lawful 
to  te!l  one  that  might  be  profitable  to 
them,  n.  Kph-  4-15 
— ,  ttahaV*  offkiuus  ore,  by  no  meins 
juftifiable,  n.  J-ieb.  11-  31 

M 

Maintenance,  ftgmficd  by  honour,  n*  1 
Tim-  5, 3 

Mammon,  hs  figuiftcatinn,  p*  and  n. 

Mat,  6-  and  n*  Luke  j6,  9 
Min,  the  Son  of,  why  Chrift  called  him- 
ftlf  fo,  d*  John  if  ji 
—pinner,  the  meaning  of  it,  it* 
Rom*  7.  %% 

- - ,  natural,  who#  n*  1  Cor.  a*  14 

- ,  every,;  what  it  often  fignifics,  n, 

■  Got  it  48 

— ,  conftftsof  fpir-R,  foul?  and  body, 

.  according  to  thedotftrine  of  the  Py* 
thagurezns,  &c.  n*  1  Thcff?  5#  23 

- ,  Chrift,  being  Ailed  fo  as  Mediator, 

-  no  Argument  again  ft  his  being  alfo 
Gcd?  n.  j  J 

,  every,  not  mcaut  of  all  mankind, 
n.  Heb*  a-  9 

— ‘ ,  and  the  Son  of  man,  what,  and 
who  meant  bp  it,  n.  chap*  ia.  4 
MancbiJd,  brought  forth,  >hat  meant 
by  it,  p.  and  n.  Rev.  is.  4,  5  , 
Mark,  in  the  right  hand,  ar  in  the  fore¬ 
head,  the  defign  of  it,  p  and  u»  ch, 
I>  iG 


Marriage  of  Chriftians  with  unbelievers 
not  null  and  void,  n.  1  Cor.  7*  11 
Mn*tha  and  Mary,  perfons  above  the 
common  rank,  n.  John  11. 1 
Martyrs,  their  dead  bodies  not  to  be 
'  railed  to  life^  in  order ‘to  reigning 
withChrift  perfonally  on  earth  a  thhli* 
find  years,  n»  Rev,  40  4 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Chrift,  John** 
care  of  her,  n,  Jbhn  19, 17 

Magdalen’s  not  knowing  Jefus  ac* 
counted  for*  and  natural  for  her  to 
think  him  the  gardiucr,  n,  chag.10* 
U,  1 S 

Matter,  a  high  title  coveted  by  the  rab- 
biea,  c.  Luke  18,  18 
Matthias,'  who,  n,  Acts  1*  13 
Mcafurc  of  the  rule,  what  it  alludes  to, 
n,  1  Con  10.  13  ■ 

Meat,  put  for  all  necefTariet  of  life,  n. 
Mat,  10.  io 

Mekrhtfedec,  very  uncertain  who  he 
was,  n,  Hcb.\j.  to 

Mel  it  a-  where,  and  what  now  called, 
n.  Ads  aS.  1 

Men,  all,  an  expreffion  far  from  always 
Ggnifymg  every  individual  of  man* 
kind,  n,  John  i*  7-  and  11.  31,  and 
r.  Rom.  j.  rj,  and  1  Tim*  a*  4 
Meramorphofcd,  Chrift’a  being  fo,  what 
intimated  by  it.  o*  Mat,  17.4 
Michael*  who,  n*  Jude  9 
Mtnifter  ofcircumcifton,  Chrift’s  brirg 
called  lb*  what  it  fuggefo,  n-  Rom. 
1 J*  9 

- ,  of  fin,  as  referring  to  Chrift,  dif¬ 
ficult  to  fix  the  fenfe  of  it,  0*  Gal*  1* 
T7 

Mini  ft  ere,  the  word  fo  rendered  what  it 
(igmfies,  u*  1  Cor.  4-  I 
Miniftcrs,  reprefented  under  different 
characters,  on  different  occafioos,  n. 
a  Cor.  j.  10 

Miniftry,  go^Kl,  appointed  and  honour* 
cd  of  God,  n*  Afts  ro.  6 
Miracles  of  Cbrift,  why  fomrtimes  faid 
to  be  wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
n.  Mat.  n.  *£ 

— -jChrift’s  glory  maniiefted  thereby, 
n-  John  2.  it,  and  n*  it.  4i<  smd  n, 
AAS9.40 

— ^  wonders  and  figns,  terms  of  like 
Import ;  why  thus  heaped  together,  n* 
AAS.S*  22 

— 'wrought  in  a  different  manner  hy 
Chrift  and  by  his  apoftles,  n.  chap* 

3-  ft  " 

— ^  Paul  could  not,  like  his  Lord, 
perform  them  at  all  times,  n.  Phil, 
a**  7 

Modefty, 
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Modefty,  John's,  In  not  mentioning 
himfetf*  as  the  difciple  that  lea  bed  on 
Jeftjs'sbdbm,  and  as  ft  a  rtding  with 
the  worn  an  near  the  cruk,  iu  John 
13, 23.  and  19*  %s 

- r,  Peter's,  when  Cornell  db  fell  down 

at  his  feet,  .n-  Aft*  >0: 15 
Moloch  and  Rcmphrm,  what  they  figni- 
fit'd,  n,  ch*  7,  -43 

Moriah,  mount,  tbe  temple  Hood  upon 
it,  n,  Luke  18*.  10 

•Mofes  highly  advanced  in  Pharaoh’s 
court,  p.  and  n,  Afts  7. 13 
Mother,  our  Lord’s,  the  lad  time  fh’e 
is  mentioned  in  Scripture,  n,  Aftsi. 

14 

Mountains,  arc  emblems'  of  cities,  n- 
Rev.  8-  9 

Myftery,:  a,  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles 
ia  fevcral  places  lifted  To,  n.  Col,  1, 

16 

— ,  the  word  formerly  wrote  on  the 
Pope's  mjtre,  h.  Rev._i  7.  J 
Myfteries  of  God,  what  meant  by  them, 
xl  1  Cor,  4.  1 

N 

NarcHTus,  who,  n;  Rom-  jfi,  1 1  ^ 
Nature,  divine,  in  what  fcnfe  bclierm 
made  partakers  thereof,  n,  1  Pet*  s< 

4 

-™ ,  by,  the  Scripture,  life  of  the  term 
a.  Eph.  i*  3 

■Nazareth,  Joins  of,  why  Ch rift  fa  call¬ 
ed,  n.  John  t.  4% 

— ,  of  Galilee,  vulgar  error  about 
Chrtft's  being  boru  there,  n,  chap-y* 

NazarUe-vow,  what  it  included,  n*  Atfa  * 
il  iS 

Nepfch  of  their  enemies,  conquerors  ufed 
to  tread  on,  n.  Ads  1, 33 
Net,  of  the  drfciples  uot  broken  with 
the  great  quantity  of  iift,  3»d  why, 
n.  John  21.  1 1 

Nicolai  lanes*  uncertain  from  whom  they 
fpraug,  their  doitrjins  of  what  kind, 
it*  Rer,  %*6  "  ■ 

Vcopolia,  "where,  n-  Tit,  3 : .  1 1 
Noah,  a  preacher  of  the  right  con  fnefs 
of  .frith  in  the  Meffiah  for  juilifica- 
tion,  n*  1  Pet,  ^  19 

O 

Oaths,  have  a  reference  to  G-od,  and 
are  landing,  n.  Mat.  13.  sc* 

- - ,  folemrt  and  religious  lawful,  n, 

Heb*  6-  16 

Oblation,  how  God  teftified  his  appro 
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bation  of  Abel’s,  n.  chap*  i,  4 
Obfcurity,  of  fome  paflages  in  tpifto- 
iary  writings,  the  reaioD  of  It,  n* 
G^l-  4. 13 

Obfervanccs,  legal,  the  Galatians  luul 
a  ft  refs  upon  them*  as  ncCcflary  to 
fortification,  n,  ibidir  „ 

Office,  pricftly,  Chrift  did  not  die  out 
of  it,  n*  Heb-  7*  16 
Oil,  anointing  with,  not  a  means  of 
healing,  n.  Mark  6, 

,  aiiordinancc  formerly  for  the  mi¬ 
raculous  cure  of  the  lick,  hut  m>l  to 
be  ufcd  now  for  that  purport:,  or  by+ 
way  of  extreme  unctiou,  n.  Janies 
5-  i4 

Onefumra*  who,  n.  Col*  4.9 
Operation,  Chrift  one  with  his  Father 
therein,  n.  John  j.  17 
—■ —j  and  Cbrifl’s  doing  nothing  of 
bimfclf,  how  to  be  tmderftood,  ibid 
so 

Oratories*  cuftomary  for  the  Jews  to 
have  them  in  fields  and  mountains  for 
the  convenience  of  travellers*  p*  Luke 
6.  U 

,  and  fy  brogues,  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  them,  n.  Afts  1 6,  13 
Ordained  to  eternal  life,  the  meaning  of 
it,  n.  ch.  13*  48 

Order*  Chrifl’s,  to  the  Apoftta  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  when  given,  "i». 
Ch*  IO*  44 

Ox,  muzzling  him  prohibited  with 
fun  her  view  than  merely  to  that  crea¬ 
ture,  n.  1  Cor.  10 

T 

Parable,  -what,  «.  Mat*  13  3 
PaisbLs,  why  Chrift  often  fpake  by 
them,  p*  and  11,  Luke  5  39 
Paradife,  and  the  third  heaven,  mean 
one  and  the  fame  bltrfleil  and  glorious 
world,  n*  2  Cur.  13.. 4 
Parents,  earthly,  generate  only  the  bo¬ 
dy,  a,  Heb.  tz*  9 

Pari,  to  have  none  with  another,  the 
meaning  of  it.  n.  John  <13*  3 

- ”,  in,  the  fignfftcation  of  it  in  Paul’s 

epi flies,  n*  Rom.  ruif 
r«/Tover,  at  wliat  time  it  was  oaten*  ti* 
Mat'  a6:  ao  ■ 

— - Clirift’g  fufilring  at  it  obfenratlg* 
ti.  Luke  ii.  8 

Paftora  and  teachers,  difliTrorit,  jl  and 
n*  Fph.  4*  n 

evangcTjcal,  wherein  their  rule 
lies,  n+  riob.  j;.  7 

Pa!viar.:!i$,  ihv,  Ii;kI  :i  revelation  and 
c  z  pruudfo 
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brnmifc  of  a  future  ft  ate  of  glory  io 
(leaven,  ju  ch-  i  r*.  16 
Paul*  former];  called  Saul,  the  fignifi- 
cation  of  both  his  names,  and  ionic 
account  of  him,  n*  A£ls  7-  j8 

reprefented  by  Tome  a*  an  unftablc 
man,  why,  n,  Gal.  y*  n 
P*»r&  law  opinion  of  blmfdf,  n.  Eph. 
3-8 

Tciice  be  with  you,  a  common  falutation 
under  the  old  and  newdifpcnfatkm, 
n.  Rom.  i«  7 

Peace,  the  of  God,  how  to  be  under- 
ftood,  i).  Col.  3,  1 5 
Penny  Roman,  its  value,  ft.  Hat.  18. 
3$.  and  Rev.  6.  6 

Pentec oft,  whereto  fee  an  account  of 
this  feait,  n*Afts  ».  I 
People,  barbarous  the  meaning  of  the 
rapreffioi),  n.  chap,  *8.  1 
Perfect,  them  that  are,  what  is  meant 
thereby,  n.  1  Cor.  1,  6.  and  lieb* 
13.  ai. 

- - ,  not  meant  in  the  flrifteft 

fcnfe,  n*  Phil.  3,  u 
— ,theCaptain  of  frlvatioB  being  made 
fa*  what  it  fignifies,  d.  Hcb,  3.  j<x 
Perfons,  the  Father  and  CbriftdUtimft, 
n.  John#.  19, 

Peter,  miflakcn  about  the  place  where 
Chrift  was  going,  n*  J°hn  13*  2$  . 
crucified  at  Rome,  n.  ebap.  41, 19. 

* - 'r  primacy,  the  church  at  Jerufalccn 

had  no  notion  of  it*  n.  Aits  15. 2$ 

*’s  name  being  generally  mention¬ 
ed  before  the  other  apoftles,  no  ar¬ 
gument  of  his  fupremacy,  n*  chap. 
18*  j8 

Pharaoh,  how  God’s  raffing  him  op, 
&c.  is  to  be  taken,  n.  Rom.  9.  iy, 
Fhariftes,  who,  n,  Mat,  3,  7 
Phrbe,  a  woman  of  oonfidexable  rank, 
though  a  {errant  of  the  church,  n. 
Rom.  16. 1 

Phiitppi*  not  the  chief  city  of  Mace* 
1  doma,  n.  AAs  16*  n 
Places,  heavenly,  how  otberwife  to  be 
rendered,  n,  Eph.  3 
Fool  of  BctheiUa#  the  virtue  of  its 
water,  whence  derived,  n.  John  5-4. 
Popedom,  various  competitors  for  it 
who  excommunicated  one  another, 
ti*  R«rv,  16*  9, 

PciTriTed,  by  devils,  what  meant  by  it* 
n.  Mat.  4*  24+  and  n.  Luke  8*  29. 
Pofleffion,  purchafed,  what  it  may  re¬ 
late  to,  n.  Eph,  1,  14 
Pound,  the  value  of  it  Uncertain,  n» 
Luke  19,  13 


Power,,  the  woman’s  haring  it  on  kef 
head,  becauJe  of  the  angels,  very 
difficult  to  understand,  o.  «.  Cor. 
ir.  to 

Power  of  God  toward  them  that  believe* 
how  to  be  taken  Tp.  and  a.  Eph.  i*U 
Prayer,  the  Lord V,  foiled  to  the  then 
prefect  difpenfation,  more  than  to 
after  gofpel'days,  n.Mat*®. 

- ,  Gbnft’s,  not  retrained  to  the 

apoftles  only,  o,  John  ij.  6 

when  moft  immediately  for  them, 
n.  ibid.  11 

when  it  extends  to  othm  befides 
them,  ib  ibid*  10 

„  when  he  therein  return  to  ipeak 
particularly  of  them,  ibid*  aj* 

— ,  of  the  difotples,  to  whom  ad* 
drefied,  n.  Aft*  1.  14 

- ,  three  ftated  hours  of,  amongft 

the  Jews,  d.  chap.  3.  1 
— ,  private,  unfeafonabte,  in  time  of 
public  worship,  n.  1  Cor.  14*  *8. 
— * ,  night  and  day.  refers  to  what, 
+  •  n,  *  Tim  uf 

Preacher,  among  the  Jews,  cuftomary 
to  him  qudtbns  relating  to  what 
he  bad  delivered,  n*  1  Cor.  14*  3 S* 
Preachers,  of  Cbrift  through  envy  and 
ftrife,  who  they  were,  u*  Phil- 1*  i-y 
Preaching,  or  prophefying,  a  meant  of 
God’s  appointing  .and  owning  for  the 
converfionof  tinners,  1, 1  Cor.  14*  as 
Precepts,  Noah’s,  what  they  were,  0. 
Acts  8*  17 

Pre^exiftence  of  fouls,  a  ftrong  inti* 
mation  againft  it,  n.  Rom.  9.  11 
Prepofitions,  nr,  and  <*  differently  ren¬ 
dered*  a.  Ads  8*  38 
Prcibit  In  fpirit,  how  P&ulwsifo  with 
the  Corinthians,  n- 1  Cor.  j.  3 
Prctorium,  what  and  why  £b  called,  n* 
Mark  ij.  16 

Priefts,  chief,  who,  n-  Mat.  a*  4* 
and  ri.  Aft*  9.  14 

- ,  and  Ltritcs,  a  great  number  at 

Jericho,  ct.  Luke  10-  jo 
Pneft-hood,  Chrift’-a,  commenced  upon 
earth,  n.  Heh.  5*  5-  andn.  8*3 
Princes  of  this  world,  who,  1  Cor.  2. 
8* 

Principalities  and  powers,  who  intrude 
ed  by  them,  n*  Rom*  8.  38.  aud  n- 
Eph*  1*  at 

— ■ *,  fpoiledt  refen  to  evil  and  not 
good  angels,  n-  Cob  a.  ij. 
Principles  of  the  doflrine  of  Chrift. 

how  many  and  what,  u*  Hcb.  d.  1 
Privilege,  Roman,  why  the  apollle  Paul 

did 
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did  not  plead  It  ^when  feourged  by 
the  Jews,  it*  a.  Cot,  <i,  24- 
Proobeding  from  God*  Chrift’s,  inti¬ 
mates  His  divine  original  as  well  as 
miffion,  it.  John  8*  4s* 

Procedure,  God’s  in  judgment,  the 
role  of  it  n.  Rom.  a,  6 
Prodigies  in  the  air  and  on  earth  be¬ 
fore  the  deftruAion  of  JcmJaletiL  n* 
A&&  2 .  *o 

Promife  for  their  children, 
lteyers  have  a  right  thereto  as  will  as 
Jews,  p,  and  n.  ibid,  39 
Frqoufes,  inherit  tfte,  what  sod  of 
whom  meant,  n,  Heb,  6T,.ia 
Property,  common,  thqt  fc  between 
the  Father  an  Son,  n.  Jpha  17,  10. 
Properties,  attributed  to  00c  nature 
of  Chrift,  while  be  is  fpofcen  of  under 
a  title  Which  relates  to  his  other  na¬ 
ture,  n.  chap.  3*  13 
Prophecy,  fpint  of*  when  it  departed 
from  IftaeU  n,  Luke  x*  jtf 

t  hs  various  meanings,  n.  1  Cor. 

14-I 

— -f  mm  f lire  word  of*  what  intend¬ 
ed  thereby,  p.  and  n.  a  Pet.  t .  19 
Prophecies,  Old  Teftament,  why  fo 
frrpuently  alfcdged  by  Matthew,  ju 
Mat.  i.  21 

Profclytcs,  Jcwifli*  notorianRy  full  of 
rancour  agaioft  Chrift,  n.  chap  13*  ly 
— of  rightcoufiidsand  of  the  gate, 
who,  p.  Afts  8.  17 

Protertantfr,  the  occafioned  of  the  re¬ 
formed  Ldng  called  fo,  n.  Rev.  xa,  13 
Prove  your  own  (elves*  a  metaphor 
taken  from  what,  n.  2  Cor.  15.  5 
Prudence,  Paul's,  in  not  teeming  to 
charge  tbc  Jews  too  feverely  with 
regard  to  their  conduct  toward  him, 
b.  Ads  iS*  17 

Ffalm,  69th,  prophetic  of  tbcMcfliab, 
n.  Rom.  it.  £ 

Pfahns*  m  tbe  titlcof  which  there  is  no 
Henman  named*  to  be' reckoned  to 
David,  n*  Afts  4,  ij. 

Purged  by  the  law,  what  things  by 
lire  and  water,  and  what  by  Mood, 
p.  and  n-  Heh.  9,  t% 

Purification,  why  Chrift  Admitted  to 
it,  tu  Luke  %  51 

Purpofc  of  God,  relates  to  laving  and 
eternal  benefits,  11.  Rom.  9-11 
Put  alt  things  under  him,  of  whom  to 
be  understood,  n.  Heb.  1.  3. 

R 

Rabbi,  why  Chrift  called  fo  by  John's 
difciples,  n  John  x.  38 


Rabbies,  who,  n.  Mat.  33,  7 
Rabboni,  the  meaning  of  it,  n.  John 
ao,  id 

Ranks  by  hundreds  aud  fifties,  how 
difpofcd*  n.  Mark  d,  40 
Rebecca,  her  management  unjuftifiable, 
though  wifely  overruled  by  God*  0. 
Heb.u,  10 

Rccompenfe  of  reward,  what  meant 
by  it*  and  whyfocalled*  n.  rbid*i45. 
Reconciled  to  God  be  ye,  to  whom  this 
addrefifed,  h.  %  Cor.  j*  20 
Reconciliation  to  God,  to  be  different¬ 
ly  taken*  n.Roui'  $.  10 
Reconciling  alt  things  to  trim&lf,  the 
meaning  of  it,  n,  CM-  1*  *q 
Record,  three  that  bear  it. in  heaven, 
rcafonable  evidence  to  fupport  the 
authentickncfs  of  tlut  text,  n.  1 
John  5,  7 

Redemption,  both  by  price  and  by 
power,  n.  1  Cor.  1.  30. 

-^7-,  Chrift  V  did  not  extend  to  every 
individual  of  mankind*  □,  Rev.  jt  z* 
Refre/hing,  the  time*  of*  what  therein 
referred  to,  n.  A<5ts  3. 19 
Regeneration,  the,  what  it  relates  to,  it. 
Mat.  19.  28 

— ,  more  intended  by  it  than  being 
baptized  with  water,  u*  John  3. 10 
Reign*  Chrift**  upon  earth*  not  a  per¬ 
sonal  one*  n.  Rev.  *0.  4 
— *  what^  Paul’s  wishing  the  Corin¬ 
thians  might, iadudedtD.  iCor.  4.  k* 
Repent,  Paul  did  not  of  what  he  wrote 
under  divine  infpiration,  n.  2  Cor. 
7.  8 

Repentance,  a  natural  duty*  but  en¬ 
couraged  by  gofpd- grace,  0,  Mat. 
3*  * 

— ,  bow  God  wills  that  all  fhouM 
come  to  it,  n,  1  Pet.  3.  9. 

Reprobate,  a  word  of  vari¬ 

ous  acceptations,  tu  Rom.  1.  %$m 
Refpcd  i>f  perfons,  in  what  frnfc 
Cbriftiansare  not  to  have  it,  n*  James 
2.  t 

Reft,  God's,  three  forts  of  it,  Heb.  4,  3. 
'Kcftituticuit  taws  about;  no  true  re* 
pentancc  without  it,  n*  Luke  19.  8 
Rcfurfedion*  Chrift’s  on  the  third  day* 
and  why*  n,  Mat.  %B,  r 
- — ,  unqudtioiubk  evidence  of  it*  tt. 
John  io.  9 

— “,  nonc  of  the  difciplcs  eye-witneffe* 
of  it,  and  wo  occafion  that  they 
Jhoutd*  n.  ACb  f.  10 
— — *  reftrained  by  the  Pharifecs  only 
the  juft,  n.  chap.  14-  >5 
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Refurrt&ion  of  Chriftaiul  of  bflfcverp, 
a  matter  of  promife,  m  chap.  26*  6* 
— ,  the  firft*  hour  to  be  underftood, 
p-  and  n.  Rev,  to*  y 
Revelation,  bow  Paul  went  by  it  to  Jc- 
rufalem,  n.  GaJ-a.  t 
*—>  the  fpirit  of,  what  pieant  thereby, 
n-  Eph  t,  (7 

r— ,  which  God  gave  to  Chrift,  how 
to  be  liqderfiqod,  n.  Rev*  i*  r 
Rheglum,  ita  fignification,  iu  A&s  it* 
T3 

Right  eotifbefs  of  God,  fometimes  iig ni¬ 
nes  the  juftice  of  God,  n.  Rom.  1. 
6,  at  others  a  j  unifying  righteoufneft* 
and  is  called  the  righteoufncfc  of 
faith  ;  how  thU  is  revealed  from  fpitb 
to  faith,  rt.  chap*  f/17. 
r-  ‘ of  the  law,  what*  n-  chap,  8-  4 
- — ,  r*nd  frn&iftcaUon,  evidently  dif* 
tjnguifhcd  from  each  other,  d*  i  Cor* 
I*  30 

Right  hand,  an  honourable  fituaiion  for 
perfonsto  be  placed  in,  n,  Afta  s.35- 
Rob,  fame  churches,  in  what  fcnfe 
Paul  &id  to  do  fo.  n.  z  Cor.  1 1*  8. 
Rock,  on  which  the  church  is  built, 
what  is  it?  n.  Mat.  1 6*  iS 
— ■ ,  at  Horcb,  a  conjecture  about  it, 
n.  t  Cor.  10*  4 

Rod,  what  Paul's  ^omiog  with  it  to  the 
Corinthians  figntfics,  n*  chap.  4*31. 
and  a  Cor.  9.  6 

Rods,  beating  with,  Tome  account  of 
it,  d*  chap.  it, 

Rome,  kings  of  Judea,  went  to  be  in¬ 
vented  there,  n.  Luke  15.  ia 
— the  antichriftian  church  of,  cwA* 
ly  deferibed,  n.  1  Tim.  4*  t 
*— *  how  it  will  be  probably  at  laft  de- 
flroycd,  n.  Rev.  iS.  9 
Roof,  of  the  boufe  where  Chrift  was, 
uncovered  how,  n*  Mark  i.  4 
Room,  upper,  in  which  the  difdples 
met,  where  it  was,  n.  Adis  1. 13 
-  1  of  the  unlearned,  what,  n, 

1  Cor.  14- 

Root,  the,  Abraham  fo  called,  n»  Rom* 
ir  17 

Rudders,  (hips  had  formerly,  often  two, 
u.  AAs  37'  40  . 

Rude  in  fpeech,  what  meant  byPauPe 
being  ib,  n*  a  Cor.  ir.  6 
Rufus,  who,  n.  Rom- 16+ 13 
Ruler  of  the  fytiagogue,  but  one  by 
way  of  eminence,  though  fometimes 
Several  rnlm  of  one  fyuagogue,  n. 
H at.  9. 18.  and  n*-p.  Luke  13, 14. 


i  £  X. 

-ft 

Sabbath,  Chrift  Lord  ofit,  feh  change 
of  the  day,  and  our  obfigation  to 
keep  it,  n.  Mat.  ra.S 
Sabbath,  next,  what  meant  by  it,  u. 

Afls  t$'  4*  .  . . 

— —  weekly,  observing  itof  moral 
obligation,  n.  Rom.  r*.  5 
— - ,  the  feventh  day  Sabbath  intend¬ 

ed  ;  a  judicious  note  of  Mr  Kenni- 
cott*  about  it,  n+Col-p  a.  1 6 
—day.  when  begun  and  ended  with 
the  Jpwrf,  n.  Mat.  8.  id-  _u 
Sacrifice  living,  an  aHufioa  to  what,  n. 
Rom.  12*  > 

^7-,  Abel  offered  his  with  feith  in  the 
great  fecrifioe  of  atooemepL  o*  Heb. 
11.4 

Sacrifices,  fitted  with  CUt,  for  fwfcat 
end,  n*  Mart  9-  49 
~yiegal,  a  proper  atonement  for  poli¬ 
tical  guilt,  n.  Hcfr*  Q»  9 
—■  ,  of  Pagan  idolaters,  of  what 

forts,  and  how  dtfpofcd  of,  a.  1  Cor. 
S,  1 

Sacrilege,  the  meaning  of  it,  p.audn. 

.  Rom.  a.  34 

Saducce6,who,an 6  what  theiropiiifons, 
iu  Mat*  3.  7.  and  n»  «. 31 

the  greateft  enemies  to  the 
apoftta;  thercaftmof  it,  a*  Adtsv. 
17  . 

Saints  that  arofe  after  Chrifl’t  refor- 
redtion,  who  they  were,  u.  Mat.  37 
J3 

■  ■*  departed, no  proof  of  prayers 
to  be  offered  for  them,  n.  a  Tim.  1. 
xtf 

Salt,  what  meant  by  it,  and  howUfte- 
lefs,  n.  Luke  14.  34,  jy 
Salvation,  different  tenfea  of  the  word, 
n.  chap  19*  9 

a  Spiritual  henefit  focal  led  about 
forty  times  in  the  New  Tefl ament,  n 
Afta  4- 1% 

— ,  fometimes  ufod  for  temporal  deli¬ 
verance,  n- 1  Pet.  4,  18 
Samaritio$,  whot  a*  John  4.4.  the  ica- 
fon  of  their  not  receiving  Chrift,  n. 
Luke  9*  j  3 

- - 1  and  Jews,  great  enmity  between 

them,  p<  and  n*  John  4*  9  . 

San&tfy,  to,  what  it  often  fignifies,  u. 

John  T7*  17.  and  1  Cor.  1. 4 
Sanctified,  who  they  are  that  are  often 
find  to  be  fo,  n.  Jude  ver.  1 
— — — ,  with  the  hlood  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  who,  n.  iltb.  10.  20 

fanAificth 
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SiaAlfietli  and  fan{lified,  the  words 
ufcd  in  a  (acrificial  frnfc,  u.  chap* 
ft*  Ft 

fluidifying  Chrift,  God's  doing  this, 
howto  be  under  flood,  Q.  John  10*3  6 
* »  aad  cltanfmg,  what  they  allude 
to,  a- J.  36 

Sanhedrim,  Jewifh,  what,  n*  Mat. 
a6-  3 

Sarah  and  Hagar,  prefigured  the  fpiri- 
tool  And  ear oal  feed. of  Abrfaham,  n. 
GsiiA'U 

Satan,  Chrift,s  meaning  when  calling 
Peter  fo,  u*  Mat.r6*  13 
— ^  delivering  to  him  in  eicommunt- 
cation;  what  it  means,  n*  1  Cor. 
S'  s 

Saved  (he  fhall  be,  not  to  -be  referred  to 
EH  perfonally,  i  Tiun*  t$ 

Save  to  the  uttermofti  Chrift  able  to, 
bow  to  be  understood  r  n*  Htb*  7-  26 
Saul,  his  bdng  bora  apd  converted  on 
Gentile  ground  remarkable,  n.  Acta 
IQ-  11 

(Jam,  Chrift**  appearing  to’ him/  how  to 

be  trader ftood,  ibid.  17 

'Sawn,  afunder,  the  prophet  lfaiah  fald 
to  have  been fo,  n*  Hcb.  jr*  37 
Sceptre,  when1  departed  from  Judah, 
n*  Luke  3.  1.  and  n.  Adfo*.  tj 
Schifna*  the  true  notion  of  it,  n.  iCurr 
it.  18 

School-of  Tynnnna,  what,  n;  Aik  19. 9 
Schools  of  the  prophets,  where  an  Re¬ 
count  of  them  to  be-fien,  n.  chap. 
3* 

— ,  Jewifti  learners  in  them  ofed 
to  fit  at  their  mailer's  feet,  n.  chap. 
33*  3 

Scorpion,  what,  n.  Luke  ti,  it 
Scourging,  the  manner  of  it ;  and  why 
PilatV- ordered  Ohrid:  to  be  feourged, 
n,  Mat*  %u  a&-  and  n,  Luke  *3,  ii 
Scribes,  who  %  lawyers  and  they  the 
fame*  n.  Mat.  5,10 

Scriptures*  Papifts  forbidding  the  com¬ 
mon  people  to  read  them*  condemn¬ 
ed,  H- 1  ThelT.  S'  ft? 

- - ,  Old  Teftamcnt,  able  to  make 

wife  to  filiation,  »  Tim.  3. 1$ 
SqrthUus,  a  fsvsgc  people*  11-  Col.  3. 
*r 

Sea,  emblematical  of  large  coIteHious 
of  people,  n*  Rev  8,9 
Sealing  of  the  Spirit,  what,  p.  and  n* 
JEph>  1. 13 

Seed,  thy,  how  applicable  to  Chrift,  n. 
QaL  3. 16 
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Sepulchre,  the  (ton  e  of  it  bow  fealed*  0. 
Mat.  17.  66 

Servants,,,  who  their  to  aft  era  property 
to  difpofe  of  as  they  pleafed,  0.  Rom* 
fi.  x6 

Shape*  or  appearance,  of  God,  to  whom 
invifible*  n*John^<  37 
Sheep,  Chrift's,  who,  n,  chap,  to  rf 
Shekel,  how  much  in  value,  n.  Mat. 
ifi.  U 

Shepherd,  good,  a  high  title  claimed 
by  Chrift,  n,  John  io  n 
Shetvbrcad,  how  made  and  placed,  and 
why  ft>  called,  n.  Heb*  9.  a 
Shit  tim* wood,  aconje&ore  about  it,  n- 
ibid- 

Sickle,  inChrift’s  hand,  fbr  what  par* 
pofr,  n*  Rev*.  14,  14"” 

Sight,  in  liig  all  things  naked,  of  whom 
*  meant,  and  wbatit  alludes  to,  n.  Hth. 
4-G 

Signs,  wdnderg,.  and  miracle*,  how  to 
be  understood  anddiftiflguifHed  from 
the  gifts  ofj  the  Holy  Ghoft,  p.  and 
n  chap,  **  4 

Siloam,  tower  of,  a  conjecture  about 
it,’  n.  Luke  13*  4 

Similitude  of  Adam1*  trangreffion, 
what,  Q.  Rom.  3,  14  1 

Simon  Magus,  his  bUfphemles  and  abo¬ 
minable  doctrines;  he  worked  pte* 
tended  miracles,  p,  aod  vi*  Afli  S. 
<L  11 

Simony,  its  derivation  and *  meaning, 
n.  ibid,  ao 

Sin,  entered  into  the  world,  what  it  in- 
titrates,  g-  Rom.  j. 

— ,  of  Adam  imputed,  n*  ibid, 

- >  original*  always  in  the  world  fiuce 

the  fall  of  man,  with  an  entail  of 
death,  n*  ibid.  13 

— ,  all  infants  involved  jn  the  gnilt 
and  depravity  of  it,  n«  Rom,  9/  11 

- ,  and  grace,  as  if  they  were  perfbns, 

faid  to  reign,  n>  chap*  5,  « 

- 1  in  what  ftnfe  bdievers  do  not 

commit  it,  n,  1  John  3.  6,  and  n*  5, 
18 

Sin,  unto  death,  what  it  relates  to,  11. 
ch*  $'  *fi 

,  man  of,  iignifles  a  fucceflion  of 
men,  n.  *  Theft".  ft.  3 
— all  his  characters  plainly  applicable 
to,  and  exemplified  in  popery,  n.  ib* 

— ,  wilfully,  who  they  arc  that  do  fo, 
n.  Heb,  19.  ■ 

piuqi,  covenant,  what,  ch,  S-  6 

Sincere, 
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Acer?,  ami  without  offence,  both  me¬ 
taphors  taken  from  what,  o.  Phil*  i* 
10 

Sinned,  in  what  fenfe  the  Mind  man  ami 
hie  pirent a  bad  not,  n.  John  9.  3 
Sinners,  how  we  are  made  fa*  as  well 
a* righteous,  i>,  Rom*  5.  19 
Sion,  and  mount  Sion,  very  commonly 
mied  far  God’s  ctiurch  and  people  m 
the  Old  Ttftamcnt,  n*  1  Pet.  %-  6 
filter to  be  ted  about,  means  a  wife* 
a*  i  Cor.  9.  5 

Suing  to  preachy  not  ufed  by  Peter*  but 
Sanding  to  lhew  rcfpcft  to  his  henr- 
*r&t  n*  Acts  1*  15 

Stoll,  place  of  a,  what  meant  by  it,  d* 
Mat*  xy*  33- 

Steep*  a  common  word  in  Scripture  to 
Signify  the  death  of  men  and  of  faints, 
a*d  why  not  of  brutes,  u*  x  Cor*  ti* 
30.  and  15.  10 

—— r  we  fhall  not  all,  relates  to  the 
whole  church  of  Chrift  as  one  body, 
a*  chapi  15*  jl 

— ,  the  foul  does  not  at  death,  b* 
Phil,  i*  ty 

Stpv  let  them,  -  or  mo  out,  left  we,  a 
beautiful  allufioa  to  what,  n.  Kvb* 
a.  1 

Sob  of  man,  and  Soo  of  God,  both 
known  characters  of  the  Mefliab, 
Luke  x%  70 

of  God,  the  Jehovah  that  deliver¬ 
ed  the  Liw  to  Moles,  n*  Acts  7.  38 
— and  fervant  of  fiif,  how  to  be  dir 
ftmgtrifheiU  n*  John  8.  35 
Sopv  dipping  of  it,  to  be  diftingyifhed 
from,  and  fcemt  to  be  after,  dipping 
the  hand  in  the  ilifb,  it*  ch.  tj*  26 
Sorrow,  godly,  bow  to  be  uoderftood, 
el  a  Cor*  7 v  is 

-So&patcr,  who,  n.  Rom*  x5*  li 
Soft  belief  different  opinions  concern¬ 
ing  who  he  was,  n<  Acts  18.  17 
Soul,  at  one  time,  and  body  at  another, 
pat  far  the  whole  nun,  il  Rom*  £3. 

1 

Souls  of  them  that  were  beheaded,  now 
to  be  itndcTftood,  n«  Rev.  xo*  4^ 
Speed,  God1*,  what  fart  of  Jal illation, 
u*  4  John  ver*  10 

Spirit,  holy,  fpoken  of  a*  a  diftmet  per- 
fan  from  Chrift,  n.  ch.  14*  16 
« *,  properly  titled  a  comforter,  ibid 
— ,  being  called  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
and  faid  to  proceed  from  the  Father, 
an  argument  of  his  being  properly  * 
divine  perfon,  n*  ch*  ij.  26 

fame  fart  of  powerful  nnen- 
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tion,  and  the  lame  freedom  and  fave- 
reignty  in  dbbributing  bis  gifts  afcrib*- 
<d  to  him,  as  unto  God,  n.  1  Cor. 
ta.  11 

— ,  was  properly  the  fpirit  of  the  Fa* 
the  and  of  Chrift,  prior  to  thoHggg- 
ing  him  in  confluence  of  CfidA'i 
death  and  exaltation,  n*  1  Pet *1*  it 
— of  God  and  of  Chrift,  terms  u- 
fad  promifeuoufly,  why,  n*  Rom.  1. 
9  . 

™>  hi*  fearchuftg  all  thing*,  a  peculiar 
property  of  Ilcity,  n.  1  Cor*  1.  1* 
— of  God,  how  Paul's  thinking  be 
had  it,  iatobeandtrftood,  u*  diap. 
7*40 

— *,  that  dwells  in  ust  bow  to  be  un* 
derftood,  n.  James  4*  s  d 
— ,  what  Chrift'*  being  quickened 
thereby  fignifies,  n*  i  Pet*  3*  x& 

,  qite&diuig  the,  what  meant  by  it, 
tu  1  Theff*  j-  9 

Spirits  of  the  prophets,  fobject  to  whom 
n-  1  Cor,  14.  y% 

Spiritual,  he  that  is,  what  intended  by 
'  it,  n*  chap,  *.  17 

Staff,  Jacob's,  leaning  upon  the  top  of 
his  when  be  woribippid*  how  to  be 
taken,  ik  Heb  11**1 
Star,  how  it  dire&ed  the  wife  men  to 
the  houfe  where  Jefa*  was,  p.  and  n* 
Mat  a*  9 

- s  fallen  from  heaven,  who  meant 

thereby,  n.  Rcr.  9.  1 
Stoics,  their  principal  opinions,  n»  Afts 
17.  x& 

Stone,  living,  no  impropriety,  bat  a 
beauty  in  CbriiVa  being  called  fa,  tu 
I  Pet.  1,  4 

— ”,  white,  alludes  to  what,  p*audn* 
Rev.  a  -  17 

Stones,  precious,  fame  account  of  them, 
n.  chap*  at.  19 

Stoning  to  death*  the  manner  of  it  a- 
mongft  the  Jews,  n*  Mat*  21*  44 
Strength,  without,  what  it  includes,  n, 
Rom;  5*  6 

Struggles  between  the  remainder  oF  in¬ 
dwelling  corruption,  and  the  priori- 
pic  of  grace,  reprefcuted*  n,  chap.  7. 
*4  '  , 

Sufferings,  Chrift's,  he  uttered  no  mur¬ 
muring  complaint  of  them,  n.  John 
19.  *3 

Sun  going  down  upon  our  wrath,  a  pro* 
vertwtl  exprefliou  ufed  tc  figuify  what, 
n.  Eph-  4.  x6 

Supper,  Lord’s,  not  driigned  for  bodily 
retrefacnent,  n.  Mark  14* » 

Supper 


-i  n  r> 

»■  ■  Chrift  fat  at  it*  and  did  not  ftand 
at  an  altar,  n.  Luke  u.  49 
*— ,  pafcha^  it  fas  at  this  Chrift 
.pointed  out  the  traitor,  n.  ibid  41 
and  John  15.  27 

*— ,/when  it  was  that  Chrift  role  from 
it  to  waft  his  diicipks  feet,  n-  John 
lb  *  ' 

Surety,  Chrift  one  for  his  people  to 
Cod,  r..  HeK  7.  43 

Swearing  how  far  forbid,  n.  Mat,  j. 

34  , 

— ,  profane*  the  Jews  notonouHy 
guilty  of  it,  n.  James  j_-  14 
Swine,  their  being  futfesed  to  be  pof- 
feded  and  drowned  vindicated,  a. 
Mat.  8.  32 

Sword,  Chrift’s  order  to  get  one,  how 
to  be  taken,  n.  Lute  12,36 
Synagogue  at  Nazareth,  why  Chrift  read 
tht  Scripture  only  here,  though  he 
preached  in  others,  ft,  Luke  4- 16 
— ,  cafting  out  of,  figni&ed  excom¬ 
munication,  of  which  there  were  two 
forts*  n,  John  9*  34 
Sygagogues* courts hfeld  there,  u*  Mat, 
10,17 

T 

Tabernacle,  why  the  temple  catted  lb, 
n.  A&®  7*  46 

— *  of  which  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  the 
mimfter,  what,  n.  Hcb.  8- 4 
«— ,  the  form  of  it,  b+  ch*  9*  1 
Table  in  the  tabernacle  or  ian&uary, 
how  large,  n,  ibid  1 
Talent*  Jewifr,  Us  value  uncertain,  n. 
Mat-  18-14 

Tares,  ChriflU  reafon  for  letting  them 
alone,  what  it  intimates,  n.  eh.  13 

30 

Teach,  you  need  not  that  any  man*  how 
to  be  Ufldcrftood*  p-  and  n,  1  John 

- ,  frail  not  erery  man  his  ne>gh* 

bour*  what  meant  by  it,  n,  Heb.  8* 
11 

Teachers,  falft*  fei  up  by  Tome  in  the 
church  at  Corinth  againft  the  apofUe 
Paul,  q,  1  Cor-  14- 1 
Teaching,  in  what  fcnfe  forbid  to  tin 
women*  n.  t  Tim.  »,  11 
Temple  of  Jemfakm,  could  not  be  fa¬ 
red  from  dcftiuition  by  THus,  n« 
Mat- 14  % 

— ,  war  Chip  pc  he  there  fet  their  faces 
to  the  weft,  j  idolatrous  wnrfhippcrs 
otbenrife  repreiented*  u*  Luke  1.  1  r 
— — j  a  type  of  Chriil,  n,  chap.  iS.  ic 
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- *  a  canjcdurf  about  the  difcipleft 

bring  continually  in  it*  tu  chap* 94. 
53 

— ,  whether  Stephen  feUy^ptbcaA- 
ed  tu  definition*  p.  and  su  ids  6* 

1 5 

— 7*  a,  always  [uppoJes,  and  is  rela¬ 
tive  to,  an  inhabiting  drity,  a,  i  Cor. 
6-19  . 

Terms,  untverfel*  often  to  be  taken  In 
a  rr  ft  rained  fenfe,  n-  chap.  *4.  26 
T eftameut ,  old,  divided  into  three  parts, 
m  Luke  34-44 

- — .  new,  why  the  covenant  of  grace 
fo  called,  ru  Heb-p.ry 
Tetrarch*  what  meant  by  it*  .n*  Mat* 
14, 1.  andn.  Luke  3+  j  --  v 
Thanks  bring  given  without 
bow  to  be  taken*  n+  Eptwr *16 
Theft*  by  foitrc  Gentile  nations  thought 
to  be  no  fin,  o*  cb-  4.  as 
Thcophilus,  the  name  of  a  perfon*  Its 
figmfication,  n.  Luke  s .  3 
Theffaloiitei,  Paul  flays  acmifidcnhle 
time  there,  u-  A  As  17.4 
Thief  on  the  croft*  hk  conrorfioa  won* 
deiful,  onedefign  of  it*  a-  Lake  33. 

4/> 

Thieves  wiling  Cfarifl*  diflemit  ae- 
-  coants  of  it  reconciled,  n.  Mat-  ay, 
44 

Things,  alt*  in  heaven  and  on  earth, 
what  intended  thereby*  p-  and  n. 
Eph.  i- 10 

— ,  better*  provided  for  us*  howto 
be  tutderftond*  n-  Hcb.  11*  40 
Thomas,  why  feveral  tiroes  interpreted 
to  be  Didynm,  u,  John  11*  16 
— — *  uncertain  whether  he  made 'the 
experiment  that  Chrift  offered  Mm; 
his  divine  and  appropriating  faith  how 
begot  with  him*  n»  eh.  ao.47 
Thom  in  the  fidh,uncertamwfa&t  Paul's 
was,  n*  3  Cor.  1 1.  7 
Tboufand,  a  word  a  fed  in  an  indefinite 
fcofe  for  a  large  number*  n.  Rev.  20. 
% 

Thrones,  dominions*  what  meant 
by  them,  n.  Cob  t*  id 
Times  Utter*  what  ftgBified  thereby,  n* 
1  Tim*  4*  1 

Tirootheus*  who,  n.  Rom.  16-  2* 
Tithes*  how  Levi  paid  them  in  Abra¬ 
ham*  n.  Htb.  7*  to 
Title®  of  civil  reipc&  not  condemned  by 
Chiift^  but  what  fort  of  titles  are,  m 
Mat.  33.  8 

Tombs*  in  ChriftT  timci  where*  d.  du 
3.38 

Tongae 
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Tongue,  unknown,  probably  the  IIc- 

■  bre  **»  n'J  i  Cor,  n .  a 

Tongues*  the  gift  of,  many  prided 
UiemTdvcs  therein,  n  ibid  3 
*— ,  clown,  on  whole  heads  they  vert¬ 
ed,  n*  A£ts  1.  3 

Touch  not,  fometimes  (ignifies  eat  not, 
n,  CoL*.  at 

Traditions,  oral,  not  countenanced  by 
Paul,  n,  1  Cor  1 x.  ft 

- - ,  holding  of  them,  what  it  means, 

n.  %  Theft  ft.  15  ■ 

- ,  what  to  be  regarded,  and  what 

not,  o.  fleb  *?*  21 

Ttanfubftantiatiofi,  abfdrd  and  over¬ 
thrown,  n.  Luke  aa.  ao 
Travail,  the  pains  of  a  woman  in,  a  fit 
.  reprefifhtstion  ef  the  torments  of  the 
wicked  at  the  great  day,  11.  1  TbtiT. 
5*3 

Tribute- money )■  for  what  purpofe,  q. 
Mat  tf*i4 

Troas,  the  place  where  Luke  n jet  Paul, 
■■  and  became  bis  fellow-traveller,  n» 
AAs  16- to 

Trump  of  God,  what  it  klludnto,  u. 
-  i  ThcfT  4/16 

Truth,  uncertain  whv  Pilate  nfted  Chrift 
what  1 1 was,  n.  John  18.  38 

■  — ^  and  rigbteoulpefs,  what  they  fig- 

nify,  n.  Eph*  6*  *4 

- - ,  the  pillar  and  ground  of,  what, 

©.  1  Tim*  j.  13 

Twelve,  apoftlcs  fo  called,  when  but 
eleven  were  living,  why,  n*  r  Cor- 

V 

Vail,  womens  wearing  it  in  the  eallcrn 
nations,  a  toVen  of  fubje^Hon,  and 
mens  being  unvnilrd  a  fign  of  fiipe- 
riority  i  1-C0K  H .  3 
— — ,  a  double  one  mentioned  by  Paul, 
p-  and  n>  3  Cot.  3.  14 
Vanishing,  Chrift's,  out  of  fight,  how 
it  might  bew  n.  Luke  24  >31 
.  Variable  ik  fa*  none  in  God,  what  it  al¬ 
ludes  to,  and  how  confident  with  his 
being.  Gild  to  repent,  u.  jnmes  1.  t? 
Verily,  verily,  the  meaning  thereof  as 
ufed  by  Chrift,  n.  J*hn  t-  $1 
Vial,  a,  what,  n.  Rev.  1 5*  7 
Vine,  what  might  give  the  occafion  bn 
ChriiVs  calling  himfdf  lb,  n-  John 
lJ 

Vinegar,  mixed  with  water,  the  drink 
*ot  the  Roman  foldiers,  n.  chap-  19, 

Virgin  betrothed  1  called  a  wife  under 
t;:r  Jatvoi  Jdufcsj  n.  Mat-  1* 


Virgin*  Mary's  quertron  not  finfnl,  and 
at  what  time  Ihe  conceived,  n.  Lute 

/3|4>J8 

Virgins,  include  Angle  young  people  oF 
both  fexes,  n-  1  Cur.  7*  aj 
Vifions  and  revelations,  wbat  Mwfe- 
vt  rally  fignify,  n,  a  Cor  i*r  1 
Unclean  and  tw>Iy,  the  meaning  of  the 
terms,  n.  1  Cor  7-  14 
Ungodly,  who  laid  to  be  fo,  n.  Rox. 
4.-5 

Unlearned,  they  that  are,  who  meant, 
n-  *  Pet.  j.  t<5 

Unrighteous  fometimes  Ggoifics  unfaith¬ 
ful,  n-  Hcb*  6  10 

Voice  of  Chrift,  what,  pi  and  n*  Jdfcn 
y  . 

'  w 

Wafers  at  the  ftcriment,  no  fcrfptural 
taftitutbn,  n.  i  Cor.  10.  tj 
Wages,  and  gift,  remarkably  oppofed, 
n.  Rom;  £.  33 

Waldertfes  and  AFbfgenfes,  why  fo  cal¬ 
led,  and  their  opinions,  what,  ru  Rev. 

1 6.6 

Walked,  what  the  believing  Corinthians 
being  fo  may  intend,  n.  1  Cor,  tf.n 
Watch  of  the  night;  what,  n.  Mat.  14 
*3 

Water  and  blood  .coming out  of  Chrirt's 
pierced  fide,  not  eafily  accounted  for, 
Di  John  19.34  ' 

— ,  feved  by,  the  meaning  of  it,  p* 
and  n.  1  Pet*  j.ao 

Wcdding-garment,  the  neccflity  of  it, 
n.  Mat.  33,  it 

Weddings  Jcwiflr,  why  lamps  cfed  at 
them,  n*  ch*  15*  1 

Well,  Jacob's,1  why  fo  called,  uncer¬ 
tain,  n.  John  4*  6 

Wheat,  almoft  the  only  grain  that  diet 
in  the  ground,  n.  chap,  is.  14 
- ;  a  meafure  of,  varioufly  comput¬ 
ed,  n  Rev.  6*6 

While,  little,  what  particular  time  it 
relates  to,  n.  John  i6%  16 
’Wickcdncfs,  fpiritual,  in  high  places, 
what  it  refers  to^  n*  EpH.  6*  11 
Widow  taken  into  the  number,  relates 
'  to  what,  n.  1  Tim*  5*9 
Will,  God^  working  upon  the  heart  no 
infringement  upon  the  liberty  there* 'f, 
a.  ft  Cor-  8-  17  ■ 

Wifdom,  differenf  feufes  of  it,  n*  Luke 
7*  3J 

- ,  of  God,  the  meaefcg  of  it,  n. 

ch*  tt*  49 

— ,  in  a  myltery*  what  it  iignihe^  n. 

1  0,7 


I  N  1 

t  Cor+  2*  7*  and  n*  chap  4- 1 
Wife  mer,  taken  in  various  fenfcsi  p. 
and  n,  Mat*  r  I 

\Vitir:Gcs,  two,  what  meant  thereby, 
»v.  Rev.  ij.  3 

— *  the  flaying  of  them,  many  con- 
jedurcs  about  it*  «,  ibid  S 
Women,  in  what  fenfe  not  tofpeafc  iti 
the  church,  n+  i  Cor  14  34 
tVoodcrfnl  things,  fpoken  hy  the  apo- 
fttes,  what  they  Avcre,  n.  Ads  a-  *  J 
Word,  the,  Chrift  fo  catted*  and  is 
more  than  an  attribute  or  operation 
of  the  Father,  n,  John  1.  1 
— — ,  of  wiltJora  anil  of  knowledge, 
4  figuify  different  things,  n,  1  Cor*  ia» 
& 

— of  God,  what  meant  by  it,  n* 
hfcbp  A  .  11 

V  erds,  Hebrew  and  Syriac,  why  in* 
lerprcted  more  by  John  than  by  any 
other  trangdift*  n+  John  1. 4% 

—  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  what  meant  by 
thenif  n.  Ads  »o. 15 
Work,  a  good,  wbat  intended  by  it,  n+ 
:'bil,  i+6 

Works,  Chrift’s*  the  reafon  of.  his  re¬ 
ferring  fo  often  to  them,  n.  John  14, 
n. 

- ,  how  thofc  of  the  apaftta  greater 

than  Chrift’s,  n*  ibid  *a 

- ,  pood,  forefecn,  no  caufe  of  God*# 

gracious  purpoft  concerning  any,  n. 
Rom.  £.  1  ( 

— *  how  Abraham  juftifkd  by  them, 
u-  fames  i.  %t 

World*  when  denoting  thofc  that  re¬ 
ceive  fining  benefit  by  Chri/tte  death, 
what  it  m  oft  ufually  figmfics,  11,  John 
r-  3  9 

its  moft  common  meaning  •when 
ufed  by  the  tvangefifi*  Jobs*  n.  ch» 
3’  16 
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World,  to  hr  umkrflood  with  rcftriftioit, 
u*  cb,  *3+  it) 

- *  the  w  hole,  put  for  the  Roman 

empire*  n+  Rom.  1*  8+  and  u+  Rev. 
3-  <o 

how  Abraham  the  heir  of  it,  n, 
Rom  4*  >3  ■? 

- ■*  why  among  thofc  things  which, 

fpeaking  to  the  Gent  lies,  Paul  fays, 
are  theirs,  n,  t  Co:  .3+1* 

,  the,  fignrfies  either  the  thi»g9^c*r 
the  carnal  men  of  the  world,  u+  % 
Cor*  7. 10 

,  before  M  began,  what  meant  by 
Ihe  exprcflif>ti»-»r  %  Tim*  t.  9 
Worfliip.  fynagoguc,  the  man utr  of  it, 
n-  1  Cor,  u- 

- - ,  religious,  (Thrift  confident! a#  the 

object  of  it,  11+  3  Their*  1+  t6 

- ,  oft  red  by  John  to  an  angel,  of 

what  fort,  m  Rev,  19.  10 
WorEhippeh  of  God,  the  d?*iaI  ddcrip* 
lion  of  a  profrEytc  of  the  gate,  n. 
Ads  1 5.  5 

Worthy*  diftrent  fcnfes  of  the  word, 
11  ■  Luke  11  3 6 

Writing,  (Thrift's,  on  the  ground.  Come 
coujrdttus  about  it,  n+  John  JL  6 
Wrong,  forgive  me  this*  how  to  be  tin- 
dertioodj  n.  1  Cor*  n.  ij 

Y. 

Years,  four  hundred  and  thirty*  the 
ui’uai  computation  thereof,  nl  Gal* 
3  '7  * 

- ,  twelve  hundred  and  fixty,  when 

to  begin,  m  Rev,  ij4  3 


Zarchcus*  probably  a  Jew,  n+  Luke 

*p.  3 

Zc<d*>t3,  Jtwifti,  an  In  (lance  of  their 
rigour,  m  i  'lheff.  4*  1  i 


THE  END. 


